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JOSEPH. 
A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

-_RReRke—_ eee   

CHAPTER III, 
REVEALED AND REVERED. 

  Ls 

HE closing verses of Genesis, chapter 44, re- 
T cord a most pathetic pleading on the part of 

Judah concerning Benjamin. Twice in this 
memorable address Joseph is assumed: to be dead 
(v.v. 20 and 28). This fact is particularly inter- 
esting in view of the never-to-be-forgotten revela- 
tion of himself which Joseph was about to make to 
his brethren. 

It ought not to be difficult. for us to imagine how 
Joseph’s soul was stirred to its depths as he heard 
passage after passage relative to the grief of his 
aged father when he (Jacob) so reluctantly relin- 
quished Benjamin (v. 29), and the serious state of 
things which would inevitably transpire if his sons 
returned to Canaan without the lad (see v.v. 3! 
and 34). 

This brings us to the commencement of one of the 
most extraordinary chapters in the Bible (Gen. 45), 
which is so wonderfully worded that as one reads 
the chapter carefully and thoughtfully, the entire 
Scene is re-enacted before one’s mind. 

The opening sentence has a peculiar interest:— 
‘Then Joseph could not refrain himself before: all 
them that stood by him.’’ These words imply that
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for a long time Joseph had been anxious to divulge 
his identity, though he understood perfectly that all 
which had previously happened was but a necessary 
preliminary to this great event which might aptly 
be termed a ‘‘climax’’ in his eventful life. 

The closing words of the verse are as interesting 
as the opening sentence: ‘‘And there stood no man 
with him while Joseph made himself known unto his 
brethren.’® In other words, it was a private revela- 
tion. Every Egyptian, everybody unrelated to 
Joseph, was outside. NO MAN STOOD WITH 
HIM. No wonder he wept aloud. It was indeed a 
critical period. Not a sound could be heard apart 
from the sobs of Joseph.. His brethren were in a 
state of agitated suspense, wondering what it all 
meant. 

. At last the silence was broken. Joseph was the 
first to speak, and his opening words were, ‘‘I AM 
JOSEPH.’’ This startling statement took his 
brethren altogether by surprise. They were com- 
pletely nonplussed, and quite unable to answer him 
—‘‘they were troubled at his preserice.”’ 

When: Saul of Tarsus, the perseeutor, the blas- 
phemer, the great hater of the early Christians, was 
nigh to the city of Damascus, he was suddenly ar- 
rested by divine interposition, and as he lay on the 
ground, helpless and astonished, he heard the words 
rom heaven ‘‘I AM JESUS.’’ It was a wonderful 
revelation—a frevelation which completely revolu- 
tionised his life and conduct. 

When the Lord Jesus revealed Himself to Mary 
Magdalene (John 20), it was a private revelation. 
The world was. outside; not a single stranger was 
present. There stood no man with Him while He 
made Himself known unto that lonely soul, whose
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love to Him was so real that she would fain have 
kept Him down here indefinitely. 

Again, when He revealed Himself to the two dis- 
consolate disciples ‘‘as they walked, and went into 
the country,’’ that revelation was, quite personal and 
private. As they drew nigh unto the village whither 
they went, He made as though He would have gone 
further, but, happily, they constrained Him to abide 
with them. As they partook of the evening meal 
together, suddenly their eyes were opened, and they 
knew Him. But‘no stranger was present. Shut in 
with the Lord Himself, secluded ‘from ‘the outside 
world, there stood nO man with Him as He made 
Himself known unto Cleopas and his fellow-disciple. 

Yet once more, when the Lord revealed Himself to 
the eleven ‘‘as they Sat at meat’’-in that historical 
upper room, when He so graciously uttered the 
words ‘‘Peace be unto you,’’ and gladdened their 
sorrowing hearts, no stranger was there—only His 
loved ones were present—there stood no man with 
Him while He made Himself known unto those unbe- 
lieving disciples. 

My reader may wonder why the last sentence has 
been emphasised,so persistently. The reason is 
because of its unique importance in its present ape 
plication to ourselves. Just as the Lord made Him- 
self known to those early disciples, so. He desires to 
reveal Himself in an increasing measure to us. This 
is, however, an individual matter, and is dependent 
upon our implicit obedience’ to His will- (see John 
14. 21), There was a time in our life when it 
pleased God to reveal His Son in us, and the Lord 
Jesus is still willing and waiting to manifest Himself 
fo us increasingly as He does not and cannot; unte 
the world (John 14, 22),
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To return to Joseph. As his brethren stood in 
his presence, confused and terrified, Joseph said 
unto them ‘‘Come near unto me, I pray you.’’ What 
astounding grace! They had made merchandise of 
him by selling him for a slave, and now, instead of 
manifesting any ill-will, he insists that they shall 
come close to him in order to prove the reality of his 
welcome, and the greatness of. his love. 

_. Surely .this was one of the greatest desires the 
Lord Jesus had when He brought us to Himself. He 
wanted us to be near unto Him, as the Apostle puts 
it so beautifully in that wonderful chapter of con- 
trasts, Ephesians 2:—‘‘But now in Christ Jesus ye 
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ’’ (v. 13). 

When Joseph’s brethren accepted the invitation 
and came near unto him ,they heard for the second 
time the words ‘I AM JOSEPH,’’ though on this 
occasion certain words of significance were added: 
‘Tam Joseph your brother, whom ye _ sold into 
Egypt.’’ This was the only reference Joseph made 
to the past, and this was merely for the purpose of 
identification. So far as Joseph was concerned the 
past was forgiven, freely and willingly, and he ac- 
tually followed up that statement by telling them 
not to be angry with themselves that they had sold 
him.thus, because God’s gracious hand had been 
directing and overruling everything for their per- 
manent blessing. 

When we first trusted in the Lord Jesus as Saviour, 
what was said regarding our past? Nothing. It 
was all forgiven and forgotten. When the prodigal 
son returned from his wanderings in the far country. 
not a word was said as to his previous behaviour. 
The moment’ he confessed his sinfulness and unwor-
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thiness, he was forgiven. So with ourselves. We 
were received with opened arms by the very One 
against Whom we had so grievously sinned; the 
whole of our previous life was banished from His 
memory; and we were constituted a NEW CREA- 
TION in Christ Jesus. 

Not only did Joseph enjoin his brethren not to be 
grieved because they had sold him, but he also con- 
veyed to them the remarkable information that God 
had sent him before them to preserve life; In other 
words, their rejection of Joseph meant their salva- 
tion. 

One great reason why the Lord came from heaven 
was that we might have LIFE, and that we might 
have it more abundantly (John 10. 10). All be- 
lievers have life through faith in Him, but not all be- 
lievers have life more abundantly. It is possible for 
us to evidence this more abundant life. If we are 
seeking those things which are above; if we know 
the power of His resurrection in our daily experience; 
if our lives are radiating that tenderness, gentleness, 
lowliness, and forgiveness: which were seen so per- 
fectly in Him; if we are Christ-centred rather than 
self-centred—all these spiritual activities are evi- 
dences that we possess that more abundant life 
which He came to impart. 

The fact that Joseph was ‘‘sent before’’ his 
brethren is mentioned again in verse 7, only this 
latter passage states a further reason, viz., to save 
their lives by a great deliverance. = And what an 
extraordinary deliverance it was! The famine had 
already been in the land two years, and there were 
still five, long trying years to go. Yet, notwith- 
standing. the dreadful conditions which existed dur-
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ing that terrible period, Joseph’s brethren were 
marvellously preserved through the instrumentality 
of their once despised, but now exalted brother. 

But ours has been a more extraordinary deliver. 
ance still. No emancipation has.ever exceeded in 
greatness or grandeur that wherewith Christ hath 
set us free. He has rescued us from an eternity of 
despair; He has delivered us from our sins; from 
ourselves, from our enemies, from the powers of 
darkness; from this present evil age; and, I trust, 
from modernism and the various fanciful religious 
extravagances which beset us on every hand. 

Joseph then commissioned his brethren to return 
to their father with this amazing message:—-‘‘Thus 
saith thy son Joseph. God hath made me lord over 
ali Egypt: come down unto me,.tarry not.’’ This 
was followed by the promise. that his brethren and 
their father ‘should dwell in the land’ of_ Goshen 
(where there would be ample pasture for their 
ficcks) in order that they might be near unto him, 
and that there he would nourish them, lest they 
should come to poverty... Then came a repetition of 
the message to their father Jacob concerning his 
exalted position in Egypt:—‘‘And ye shall tell my 
father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that. ye 
have seen.’’ 

_ We have already noticed that one of the first sen- 
tences Joseph uttered in the presence of his breth- 
ren was ‘‘Come near unto me.’’ He now selects 
Goshen as their future home because he desired that 
that nearness to himself might be continued. 

In like manner the Lord Jesus desires us to be in 
constant touch with. Himself—to be ‘‘near unto 
Him’’ every day and all the day. So shall we re- 
flect His likeness in our very countenance, just as
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Moses reflected the glory af God when He came 
forth from the divine presence. 

But let us observe very particularly how careful 
Joseph was to enjoin his brethren to tell their father 
everything about HIMSEI.F—all that their own eyes 
had witnessed—his exaltation, his glory, his author- 
ity, and: his honour. They were not to speak of 
themselves—they were to speak of Joseph. He 
was to be the sum and substance of their conversa- 

tion. 

It is quite clear that we can, and should, unbur- 
den our desires before God, and plead for those 
things of which we have need. It 1s also true that 
we can, and should, express our thankfulness for all 
that He does for us and gives to us. But what can 
we say to Him concerning ourselves, i.e., our 
faithfulness, or goodness, or consistency of life? 
NOTHING. On the other hand, what can we say 
to Him concerning Christ, i.e., His faithfulness, 
His goodness, and His unchangeableness ? EVERY- 
THING. There is nothing that rejoices God’s 
heart more than when we, His redeemed ones, re- 
mind Him of the glories and worthiness of His be- 
loved Son, and express our thanks accordingly. 
This is real worship, reminding us, as it does, of 
Paul’s spontaneous outburst of praise when He said 
cuhanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift’? (2 
‘or. Q. 15). 

By this time Joseph’s emotions had reached high- 
water mark. He fell on Benjamin’s neck, and 
kissed him, while Benjamin fell on his neck and re- 
ciprocated that love which meant infinitely more 
than words could express. Thus we see Joseph and 
his youngest brother locked in the embrace of real
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and abiding brotherly affection. Following this we 
read that Joseph kissed all his brethren, and wept 
upon them, ‘and after that his brethren talked with 
him.’? 

At last the time arrived for the return journey to 
Canaan, and what a journey it was! Joseph’s 
brethren were simply laden with provisions for the 
way, Whilst for Jacob were sent ten. asses packed 
with the good things of Egypt, and ten others 
loaded with corn, besides bread and meat, and all 
this in the midst of a period of grievous famine, 

But there was something which these men took 
back to Canaan which was infinitely more important 
than the provisions, viz., the news concerning 
Joseph, Their first words to Jacob were: ‘‘JOSEPH 
IS YET ALIVE, AND IS GOVERNOR OVER ALL 
THE LAND OF EGYPT.’’ Little wonder that the 
old man was on the point of collapse. The message 
seemed too good to be true. But when he saw the 
wagons piled up with the good things of Egypt, his 
spirit revived, and he said, ‘‘It is enough: Joseph my 
son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.”’ 

What a tremendous inspiration this wonderful 
picture brings to us. When things go wrong from 
a human point of view; when we are stricken down 
with sickness; when we pass through a time of kc- 
reavement; when we are sorely tempted; when we 
are right down in the valley as far as we can get; 
when we think that everything is contrary to us, let 
us remember that JESUS IS YET ALIVE; AND IS 
GOVERNOR. All authority has been granted unto 
Him in heaven and on earth, and He has pledged 
Himself to be with u8 every day, every hour, eve-y 
second.
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By this time the famine in and_ around 
kgypt had reached an acuteness which can best he 
understood by the following graphic description:--- 
“And there was no bread in all the land, for the 
famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt, 
and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the 
famine.’’ Consequently the people came to Joseph 
with all the money they possessed to buy bread, so 
that all the money in the land found its way into the 
hands of Joseph. But those supplies only lasted 
a comparatively short period, and the people; -in 
their extremity, came back, saying, ‘‘Give us bread: 
for why should we die in thy presence? For- the 
money faileth.’’ 

Joseph suggested that they should give their 
cattle; and accordingly the people brought’ their 
horses, their flocks, and their herds, and Joséph 
gave them bread for that year. 

And now came the climax. At the end of the 
year the people were in such a plight that they re- 
turned once-more, saying, ‘‘There is not ought left 
in the sight of my lord, but our bodies and our land 
. . , buy us and our land for bread, and we and 
our land will be servants unto Pharaoh.”’? Thus the 
land. and the people became the property of the 
king, according to Joseph’s royal proclamation, 
‘Behold, I have bought you this day and your land 
for Pharaoh; lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall 
sow the land’’ (Gen. 47. 13—23). 

Notice the order: first their money; then their 
cattle; then their land and themselves. This was 
the price which the people paid for bread during 
those terrible days of famine. Only thus could they 
sow the land—only thus could they be sustained.
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* We might well ask—-What does the Lord Jesus 
demand of us now that we are His? There can only 
be one answer. He claims all we have and are— 
our possessions, our time, our money, and OUR. 
SELVES. If we live for the gratification of our own 
personal interests, our lives will be lived in vain, 
If we live ‘Sunto Him who'died for us, and rose 
again,’’ our lives will be literally packed with joy and 
blessing and usefulness, 

There is a tremendous principle ‘underlying’ the 
words ‘‘He that findeth his. life shall lose it: and he 
that loseth his life for-My sake shall find it’’ (Matt. 
10. 39). To find my life in the sense in which the 
Lord Jesus uses the expression, means to place my- 
self first, and thus be carnally minded. It conveys 
the idea of loving and living for this present world, 
so that at the end of the course I shall find myself 
defeated rather than victorious; barren rather than 
fruitful; and finally failing to secure that reward 
which would otherwise have been mine. Therefore 
to find my life is to lose it. . 

Contrariwise, to lose my life for Christ’s sake 
means to place Him first, and thus be spiritually 
minded. It conveys the idea of living for ETER- 
NITY, so that at the end of the journey I shall be 
victorious, and finally experience an abundant en- 
trance into the everlasting kingdom of my Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Therefore to lose my life FOR 
HIS SARE is to find it. 

There is only space for one final reference to 
Joseph. His father, Jacob, had passed away, and 
his brethren, remembering their former attitude to- 
ward ‘their brother, said one to another, ‘‘Joseph 
will peradventure hate us, and will requite us all the 
evil which we did urito him,’’ 

Fad



JOSEPH—-TYVE OF CHRIST. 37 

How little they understood their brother. After 
shewing his brethren all the kindness and long-suf- 
fering grace of his large heart since their first never- 
to-be-forgotten visit to Egypt, he will not turn 
agaist them now by handling them severely, 

However, his brethren, still unable to understand 
the depth of their brother’s love, despatch to him an 
urgent message imploring his forgiveness, after 
which they themselves approach him, and FOR THE 
FIFTH TIME ‘‘fell down before his face.’’ Joseph’s 
answer was characteristic of the whole of his beau- 
tiful life. ‘‘But as for you, ye thought evil against 
me, but God meant it unto good . . = . now 

-therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you and your 
little ones. And he comforted them, and spake 
kindly unto them’’ (Gen. 50. 20 and 21). Had his 
heart changedjtowards them? Had his love abated? 
Was he the sort of man to take adyaritage of his 
father’s death in order to effect a terrible retribution 
fot past cruelty? Nay! His love was as great as 
ever, arid he reminded them yet once more of the 
overruling hand of ari all-wise God in bringing abid- 
irig good out of misguided evil. Joseph further 
manifested the kiridness of his heart in that he pro- 
miséd to nourish them contiiiually, whilst there 
is something exceedingly beautiful in the fact that 
he both comforted them, and spake kindly uiito 
them, 

All this forms one of the most charming pictures 
of the Lord Jesus that could possibly be imagined. 
Many years have passed over the heads of not a few 
of us since we first knew Him. Has His interest in 
us abated? Has His love grown less? No. Is He 
still the same? Yes. ‘‘THE SAME, YESTER- 
DAY, AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER,”
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Thus we see Joseph REVEALED AND REVERED 
—truly an honoured servant of God, and one of the 
most perfect types of the Lord Jesus Christ anv- 
where to be found within the compass of divine 
revelation. 

ERNEST BARKER. 

  

MADE AND PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
-   

N.B.— SCRIPTURE STUDIES. 

No. 2. of this scrics of FIxpositions is entitled ‘The 
Book of Ruth,” by G. I. Vallance. 

To be followed by others from time to time (D.V.). 

Paper Covers, 6d. Cloth Covers, 9d. 

Place your order for copies of each study to be sent as 
izsued, 

  

  

    

  
— 

Gq. F. VALLANCE, Publisher, Gocdmayes, Essex.



BIRTHDAY CARDS. 
We have three different boxes of Birthday Cards as listed 

below, and any of these cards may be sent in an unsealed 
envelope for 4d. A Postcard costs ld. to send. We heartily 
commend these cards as the verses and grectings have all been 
carefully selected. 

  

  

  

Te eeceraneLcMetepeumencmetreenm’ rile Ambassador Cabinet 

3 THE : % OF 

é : Amboeesader: *— BIRTHDAY CARDS. 
E CABIN ET + Containing 12 Choice folding Cards 

: + with suitable Christian verses is 
3 Tiss els BrbNap Cards ond Envelopes . unique, and fast selling out. Chaste 

, BINTAGLE: CARIOTAN, YvEROES fs, cards with words by Authors of re- 
we : ae fe pute:—L. M. Warner, J. H. S., 

is SF F. VALLANCE, a F. B., ete, 

$ oepoMArem, rear BY 12 CARDS and ENVELOPES for 

= sarasrnoremmnees 2/6 per Cabinet. 2/9 Post Paid 

  

(Well Worth 5/-). 
  

  

pot Te 
TREASURY 

? rect 

THE 

aed TREASURY 

| - | CABINET. 
  

  

  

Contains NINE CARDS with verses of the /¢ 
highest order. Cabinet, Complete with Envelopes" ? / 

CPOST FREE 2/3. 
All of these Cards have suitable Scriptural Verses and Greetings. 

  

  

» ,7 t 

# The. o tint | THE 
i Car tet 

CHASTE 
, CABINET. 

SIX ARTISTIC CARDS with Christian vorses. Illus- 1 /0 

    
trated above. Cabinet Complete with Envelopes 

POST FREE 1/9. 

G, F, VALLANCE Publisher GOODMAYES, Essex. 

 



| Single, Deckle Edged 

Ambassador Verse Cards 
for enclosing 

16 Different Titles. 
in letters. 

: ONE PENNY Each, 
Alwnys useful for enclosing in letterg and very nicely 

produced. Sold in Assorled Packets ag detailed below: 

aa A ene 

deced 

Pte women of thal preva, Petter! 

200 O Soe 

oN me ee = 

| Pillow and = Pillar. 
hi - ded qd the wows be ted pet few ty 

plien, oul nf @ up fore file. aed bo called 
(Gee eerer 18 68) 

l LAID an Ae om 8 pote 
& Apatow ~ 41 wes to me 

A “ane from the “Roark ol Agr © 
hve vest 

Red erty shes he Promuc 
A TPOlas ~ al strength wel! ve 

Te thee ends 91 me ony teal 

Thy Preeur cu REST fu a 
Tene celled o Pillar, fee woeshs 

o vee—end testo 
Seo “Wille * teveme ¢ * Pill 

ym mall aol te 

As} ree ue Sls prom te 
Ty deromer 0 pallor, for ~s 

Fo aunt tie’. 
peut el Twe . 

fe evhar. ‘emerge 

Betlel ‘held be 

LM Waenes 

tomenios   

- Packet 1. 

By L. M. WARNER. 
Dust and Trust 
A Watered Garden 

. My Hand in Thine 

Packet If. 

By J.H.S&. 

Chastening 
El Shaddai 
Day by Day 
This same Jesus 

  
  

[RIE CAMOS Nu tf 
06 exch Amerted packet: of bf for tv pos ts 

+ 0 Tome hoinhy . 

Pillow and Pillar 

Packet IIl. 

By F, B, (Author of 
Greystone Cards). 

Packet IV: 

By L. J. Vallance, 

He Knoweth My Beloved 
Hidden Confidence 
A Friend Thou art enough 
Mizpah Willing to do 

12 Cards to 4 Packet (3 of each Title) ONE SHILLING 
Nett., ‘ls. ld. Post Free. 
    

AMBASSADOR SERIES OF 
  

  
TRUST 

Ano 

FEAR NOT 

9) 

  
  

No. 5. 

Folding Verse Cards 
(QUITE NEW THIS YEAR). 

Six new titles have just been added to this 
popular series of chaste die-sunk folding Verse 
Cards. Each Card complete with envelope. 

No. 5 Trust and Fear Not ; 
» 8 On the death of a Sister beloved 
», 7 Grace: . 
» 8 He is silently planning for thee in love 
», 9 Meet for the Master’s Use 
», 10 Thou shalt know hereafter 

2d. Each. 1/9 Doz. post paid. Single Titles 
Assorted. Also supplied in Assorted Packets, S!* 

Cards and Envelopes 1/- post paid. 
— 

  
AMBASSADOR SERIES “F’’: CHOICE   

  . 

Casting all your care 

upon Him. 

Folding Verse Cards. 
Verses for Christians at times of 

special need. Nicely produced 
and always acceptable. 
No. 1. Casting all your Care. 
No. 2. The Lord.I§ good. 
No. 8. In Quietness & Confidence 
No. 4. God Cares.   

  

1, 
Packets of 8 Assorted 1s. Nett, 1s. 1d. Post Paid. 

6 Packets 5s., Carriage Paid. 
ls. 6d.-per ¥ Dozen, Post Paid. 
  “@. F. VALLANCE, Publisher of Christian Literature, aOODMAYES, Esser


