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A Willing Shepherd. 
G. FRED BERGIN. 

Reminiscences of the late Honorary Director of the Bristol Orphan Homes, 
founded by George Muller. 

'' Taking the oversti{ht thereof ( of the flock of God), not by constraint, but WILLINGLY ; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; ... being ensamjJles to the Jlock.'-r Peter v. 2, 3. 

In the November issue of NORTH 
AFRICA we recorded with great sorrow 
the death of this honoured servant of 
Christ; we now add some further parti
culars con
cerning him 
as one who 
was deeply 
interested in 
the North 
Africa Mis
sion, and 
who was, in 
measure, the 
instrument 
of some of its 
mi ssionaries 
going forth. 

work he undertook, he determined not to 
ask anyone for financial help, but only to 
ask of God in prayer. He did not even 
make known the needs of the work to the 

Mr. Bergin 
will pro
bably be 
chietly re
membered 
as the suc
cessor of 
Mr. James 
Wright and 
Mr. George 
Mi.iller in the 
post of Hon
orary Direc
tor of that 
wonderful 
work of faith 
-the Ashley 
Down Or
phanHomes, 
of which Mr. 
Muller was 
the founder ; The late Mr. G. F. Bergin, 

public, ex
cept as they 
might be sur
mised from 
the annual 
report,which 
did not ap
pear until 
some time 
after the 
year had 
closed. Mr. 
Muller did 
not think it 
was wrong 
for Christ
ians to make 
known their 
needs or the 
needs of the 
Lord's work 
in their 
hands; b.it in 
order that 
there might 
be no -doubt 
that help was 
received -'in 
answer to 
prayer to 
God, he re
frained from 
doing so, 
b-elievihg 
that thus 
God would 

but there are other grounds for con
sidering and imitating his godly life. 

It was Mr. Muller's aim to prove to the 
Church and the world that God is as 
truly able and willing to answer His 
people's prayers in the present age as He 
was in the days of either Old or New 
Testament saints. To this end, in the 

be more abundantly glorified and the faith 
of His servants strengthened. The 
results have fully justified this belief. 

Many said that when Mr. Muller died 
the plan would fail; but it did not. For 
about seven years Mr. James Wright and 
Mr. Bergin acted together fully on the 
same lines, and since Mr. Wright's death 
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Mr. Bergin has continued in this path of 
faith. Now Dr. William Bergin is, by 
God's grace, following in his father's 
steps. .Thus it is seen that God is willing 
and able still to sustain all who humbly 
·and really seek to walk in His way and 
put all thei,r trust in Him. 

Thjs truth is of the utmost importance 
to the North Africa Mission; . for it has 
ever been our belief that God, having 
called us to this work, would sustain it 
in answer to prayer, raising up workers 

-and sending in funds to maintain them 
and their work, so long as they put their 
trust in Him. And though the mission 
and the missionaries may have often been 
conscious of failure, God has never 
failed them, and so long as tl1ey humbly 
seek to know and do His will and to 
please Him above all things, He never 
will. For more than thirty-one years this 
work has gone on, and notwithstanding 
tremendous , difficulties arising from 
foreign Governments and the false 

- systems of Mohammedanism and 
·Romanism, it still goes on, and the light 
of ,the Gospel is being shed by its means 
to some considerable extent over the lands 
of North Africa. The work is God's, and 
even though His servants may fail, He 
will not fail, but will carry out His pur
poses of mercy . 

.In view of this, we give a few facts 
about Mr. Bergin Whicli cannot fail to be 
specially interesting to those who desire 
to live a life of faith in the Son of God, · 
who loved them and gave Himself for 
them. Space forbids details, and thus 
only a few salient points can be touched 

. upon. 
Mr, Bergin was born in Cork on April 

25th, 1843, and was converted when 
about sixteen through some words spoken 
by his father . on his dying bed. His 
parents, though Christians, - moved in 

- somewhat worldly society; but the young 
convert came thoroughly out for God at 
once, and entered upon a path of devo
tion to Christ an9 separation from what 
was not in harmony with Christ's will. 

At the age of twenty-two he married 
Ellen Maria Gower who survives him. 
During the fourteen years between his 
c_onversion in 1859 and his coming to 
Bristol in 1873, he was engaged in busi
ness, but at the same time was diligent in 
the Lord's work, and was blessed to the 

conversion of not a few both in South 
Irela~d and iri South Wales. For a time -
he continued in business in Bristol, · de
voting himself heartily, however, at th~ 
same time to visiting among the mem
bers of the church, meeting at Bethesda 
and Salem Chapels, over which Mr. 
Muller and Mr. Henry Craik had bee,n 
pastors. Since the death of Mr. Craik in 
1866, Mr. Muller had felt the urgent need 
of some brother who could devote himself 
to the pastoral work of this church of over 
800 members, and prayer was frequently 
offered that such should be found. Mr. 
Muller and Mr. Wright were so fully 
occ4pied with the work at Ashley Down 
that they could not give the time that was 
needed to this pastoral work. Mr. Muller 
watched Mr. Bergin's quiet ministry with 
interest and joy, and came to the conclu
sion that here was the answer to his 
prayers, and in this opinion Mr. Wright 
concurred. At a church meeting, without 
previously telling Mr. Bergin, Mr. Muller 
stated · that they had been praying for a 
brother to do pastoral work, and there 
was one among them_ already doing it; he 
recommended that the church should 
recognise Mr. Bergin as the man whom 
God had chosen. Mr. Wright confirmed 
Mr. Muller's testimony, the church 
acquiesced, and from that day forward 
Mr. Bergin was recognised as the man 
whom God had called and the church 
had recognised as a pastor. 

At this time ML Bergin was a little over 
thirty years of age. Mr. Muller com
menced his pastoral work in Bristol when 
rather less than twenty-seven years of 
age. Before he was twenty-nine he 
established the Scripture Knowledge 
Institute, and he began the Orphan 
\Vork when just over thirty. Both these 
servants of. Christ therefore entered upon 
their life - work when comparatively 
young. For about twenty-four years 
Mr. Bergin gave himself with great dili
gence and energy to caring for this flock 
of about a thousand of the Lord's sheep, 
until after Mr. Muller's death he joined 
Mr. vVright. Even then he devoted 
much time and attention to the church, 
and for another fourteen years, right up•fo 
the end of his life, he was a true-hearted 
pastor. -. 

The qualities required of a bishop in 
the Epistles of Timothy and Titus were 
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,markedly present in him; A few of these 
call for special notice. 

A pastor should first rule well his own 
house, for if he does not do this, how can 
he take care of the Church of God? 

-The fact that Mr. Bergin's three sons 
and three daughters were early converted 
proves that in this he found grace in God's 
sight. Two of them became missionaries 
in the foreign . field, and the five still 
living are earnest workers in the Lord's 
service, one of them now succeeding 
him in the responsible work at Ashley 
Down. 

Mr. Bergin '.vas truly given to hospi
tality. He and his wife and family were 
noted for the generous manner in which 
they threw their house open to the Lord's 
servants and to the children of mission
aries. This was the more remarkable as 
he had no regular income. For nearly 
forty years : Mr. Bergin had no stated 
salary, btif counted upon God to incline 
the Lord's servants to sustain him. 
Often he had trials of faith, yet when he 
was abundantly supplied he gave away to 
others with noble liberality. 

He was a lover of good men, and 
amongst his dearest friends outside his 
immediate circle may be counted such 
names as the late Dr. Pierson, Mr. David 
Baron and Mr. Frank White. 

Mr. Bergin excelled as a visitor. Nor 
did he confine his visitation to the sick, 
for he used to say that Christians in 
good physical health are often more sick 
spiritually than those who suffer in their 
b@dies from ill-health. Being a thorough 
man of business, he was constantly 
applied to by all classes for advice in their 
temporal as well as their spiritual affairs, 
and he was always willing to spend and 
be spent in unselfish love. · 

Peace-making was another work in 
which · he was successful. While he was 
nearing his end, a telegram from some five 
hundred Christians in another city was 
received, saying that they were praying 
for him. _ Several churches there had 

A woman camk one day to the dispensary 
(at Djemaa Sahridj, Algeria] to ask me for 
some medicine for her husband. I gave her 
Epsom salts, to be taken in two doses. A 
few days afterwards she returned for more. 
I s;1id, "No, that is enough. " "Oh," she 

been kept apart by disagreement, and he 
had been enabled to bring them together 
after a considerable period of alienation. 
At this, their first public reunion, he was . 
lovingly remembered. 

Foreign mission work was ever dear to 
Mr. Bergin, and he did much to help those 
in the field and to stir up fresh interest 
in work abroad. Many missionaries wili 
feel that they have lost in him a dear and 
practical friend. Amongst these are some 
in North Africa·. 

His interest in young people was very 
marked, and he entered keenly into their 
hopes and fears. Not a few were led to 
Christ through his labours, and many 
more were influenced by his teaching and 
led out into service through his advice. 

His work as Honorary Director of the 
Orphan Homes and the Scripture Know
ledge Institute is too extensive to be 
treated of here. Besides all that this en
tailed, Mr. Bergin found time to condense 
Mr. Muller's account of the Lord's 
dealings with him into one volume, and 
he also published a book telling of God's 
faithfulness during the ten years following 
Mr. Muller's death. 

Now this life of devotion, prayer, faith 
and untiring generous service has ended, 
but its influence remains. May we all 
be stimulated to renewed faith and 
spiritual energy as we consider it! 
Practically Mr. Bergin's last message 
was, "Tell my younger brethren, they 
may be too big for God to use them, but 
they never can be too small." 

Dr. William Bergin, who. had been 
helping his father for some time, and is 
a humble-minded man of faith and ex
perience, has now becom~ Honorary 
Director in his place. He is being 
assisted in the work by Mr. Green, a 
godly man of faith, who has for some 
years laboured in the foreign field. For 
each of these, and for the widow and other 
children of our departed brother, -?!fe 
bespea k both sympathy and prayer. 

EDWARD H. GLENNY. 

said, " he found it so good. Do give me 
some more." I said, "What did you do with 
it? " She replied, "I damped it with water, 
and spread it all over his feet, and tied them 
up with rag, and he found it very good." i 
expect it was the water! 

- From Mrs. Ross's Diary. 
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