
JACOB'S PROPHECY 
on " The Last Days."—Genesis 49. 

T O the patriarch Jacob was given a wondrous 
vision of the future. His natural eyes 
were dim, but his spiritual eyes, illumined 

by the Spirit of God looked beyond the then pre
sent and could see the future history, not only 
of the twelve men who stood around his dying 
bed, but of their descendants, the nation of which 
they would be the heads, and the events which 
were to culminate in the Messiah. This is surely 
implied in the opening verse of our chapter, 
Genesis 49, " And Jacob called unto his sons 
and said, Gather yourselves together that I may 
tell you that which shall befall you in the last 
days." 

The expression " last days " or " latter days " 
is frequently found"~in~Scripture, tSmigri~not 
always with precisely the same meaning. In 
a paper read before the Prophecy Inves
tigation Society last April, the Rev. K. 
Bendor Samuel, speaking of this expression 
said, " I t is an eschatological term denoting, 
as Delitzch says, ' not the future course of 
history which forms the present, but the future 
which forms the close of the course of history/ 
It is the furthest point of the prophet's vision 
and is usually limited by the horizon of the 
speaker. A careful study of its general usage 
will show that it mostly refers to the glorious 
days of the Messiah towards which the entire pro
cess of history tends." This can be seen in such 
passages as Isa. 1.1: " I t shall come to pass in 
the last days that the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established in the top of the moun
tains . . . . and all nations shall flow unto i t . " 
As Kzek 38. 8 : " In the latter years thou shalt 
come into the land that is brought back from the 
sword." As Dan. 10. 14 ; " I am come to make 
thee understand what shall befall thy people in 
the latter days." And as Hos. 3. 5 : "After
wards Shall the children of Israel return and seek 
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the Lord their God and David their king, and 
shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter 
days." 

So here in Gen. 49. 1 the phrase refers not 
only to the future of those twelve men and their 
descendants in the land promised to Abraham, 
but to that future which still awaits the nation of 
Israel. 

Jacob's prophecy had a primary fulfilment in 
the history of the various tribes, but much of it 
still awaits a more complete realisation in the ex
perience of the entire nation. 

REUBEN.—Jacob naturally commenced his 
blessing with his eldest son though he could not 
praise his conduct. " Reuben thou art my first
born, my might and the beginning of my 
strength, the excellency of dignity and the ex
cellency of power. Unstable as water, thou 
shalt not excel." (ver. 3. 4.) On account of his 
sin Reuben lost his birthright which was given 
to Joseph as recorded in 1 Chron. 5. 1. He took 
no part in the great national struggles, and from 
him sprang no judge or king or saviour. The 
tribe of Reuben was among the first to be carried 
away captive. (1 Chron. 5. 26.) The meaning 
of the name Reuben is " See ye a son," for, said 
Leah, " Jehovah hath looked upon my afflic
tion." (Gen. 29. 32.) Israel as a nation is fre
quently spoken of in Scripture as God's son. 
When in Egypt He looked upon their affliction, 
His command to Pharaoh was " Israel is My son, 
My firstborn . . . . let Mv son go that He may 
serve ME. (Exod. 4. 22, 23.) " When Israel 
was a child I loved him and called My son out of 
Egypt." (Hos. 11. 1.) And though like Reuben, 
Israel has lost the pre-eminence, yet he is still 
dear to GOD as a son, for in Jer. 31. 9, He says, 
" I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is My 
firstborn." In the journey through the wilder
ness, Reuben carried the second standard or 
banner, and his escutcheon was that of a man. 
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SIMEON AND LEVI . Jacob next addresses the 
two sons following in age. " Simeon and Levi 
are brethren, instruments of cruelty are in their 
habitations . . . . I will divide them in Jacob and 
scatter them in Israel." (Ver. 5-7.) The curse 
thus pronounced upon these two brethren was 
in consequence of their cruelty at Shechem. 
(Gen. 34. 25-27.) At the apportionment of the 
land Simeon was divided from Levi, for there 
was only one Levitical city within his borders; 
he was also separated from the rest of the ten 
tribes by the territories of Judah and Benjamin. 
His numbers decreased by 37,100 in the wilder
ness, so he became the smallest tribe. Prob
ably the sin of Baal-peor accounted for this, for 
according to Num. 25. 6, 14, 15, the Simeonites 
appeared to have been the chief offenders. In 
the division of the promised land there was no 
separate inheritance for Simeon, but their land 
was within that of Judah (Josh. 19. 1), where 
some fifteen towns were assigned to them. In 
1 Chron. 4. 39-42, we read that some of the tribe 
of Simeon went outside the land of Palestine and 
settled in Gedor and Mount Seir. Though the 
Bible does not mention it, Jewish tradition says 
that many of this tribe became teachers of the 
law and teachers of children, and for this pur
pose dwelt among the other tribes; thus was this 
prophecy literally fulfilled. Leah called her 
second son Simeon " hearing " because, said she, 
the LORD hath heard that I was hated. (Gen. 
29. 33.) Is not the history of this tribe a picture 
of the whole nation at the present time ? 
Scattered in the world, left few in number, hated 
and despised, as of old, the LORD sees their 
affliction and will hear their cry, and soon the 
beautiful prophecy of Isa. 60. 15, will be fulfilled. 
" Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, 
so that no man went through thee, I will make 
thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations." 
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Jacob pronounced the same curse upon Levi, 
and in his case there was an exact fulfilment 
also, for the Levites received no inheritance in 
the land of Canaan, but 48 cities among the 
several tribes. The LORD, however, turned their 
curse into a blessing because of their faithfulness 
to GOD when Israel worshipped the golden calf. 
(Exod. 32.) Hitherto joined to Simeon (for Levi 
means " joined ") they were henceforth joined 
to the LORD for the service of the Tabernacle. 
(Num. 3. 6-13, and 18. 2-4.) The LORD was 
their portion and their inheritance (Deut. 10. 9 
and 18. 2), they were to teach Jacob God's judg
ment and Israel His law. Thus their scattering 
was for the blessing of the whole nation; the sen
tence was carried out, but was overruled for 
good. For long centuries they were true to their 
sacred trust, and when the kingdom was divided, 
and Jeroboam set up the idolatrous calf worship, 
"the priests and Levites that were in all Israel . . 
left their suburbs and their possessions and came 
to Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam had cast 
them off from executing the priest's office before 
the L O R D . " (2 Chron. 11. 13, 14.) On the 
return from the Babylonian capitivity, it was 
Ezra, a descendant of Levi, a ready scribe in the 
law of Moses, who led a company of returning 
exiles to Palestine and helped to re-establish the 
worship of Jehovah. 

In Exod. 19. 6, God promises Israel " ye shall 
be unto Me a kingdom of priests," but Israel did 
not fulfil the conditions : the promise, therefore, 
still awaits fulfilment until the acceptable year 
of the Lord when they shall be named the Priests 
of Jehovah, men shall call them the Ministers of 
our God. (Isa. 61. 6.) 

The most conspicuous prophecy in the chapter 
is contained in the blessing pronounced upon 
JUDAH, Jacob's fourth son. " Judah thou art he 
whom thy brethren shall praise; thy hand shall 
be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's 
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children shall bow down before thee . . . . The 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a law
giver from between his feet until Shiloh come, 
and unto Him shall the gathering of the people 
be ." (Vers. 8-12.) Comparing him to a lion, the 
patriarch assigns to Judah the chief position 
among the bribes. As the lion is king of the 
forest, so Judah was to have royal sway. After 
the death of Joshua it was Judah who, at God's 
command, led the people in the conquest of the 
Canaanites yet in the land (Jud. 1. 1, 2), and 
from the days of David, Judah was the princely 
tribe in Israel. 

" The sceptre or tribal staff shall not depart 
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
or from his posterity." Judah was to continue 
as a self-governed or legally constituted tribe 
until the time indicated " until Shiloh come." 
This passage has been taken by both Christian 
writers and Jewish Rabbis to refer to the 
Messiah. The word, shiloh, is spelt differently 
in some of the old Hebrew manuscripts, and can 
be traced to different roots, but the meanings 
assigned to the word are equally true of the 
Messiah. In the present text it is derived from 
" SHALAH "—to be at ease—restful. This title 
can only truly belong to the Lord Jesus, the 
Prince of Peace. (Isa. 9. 6.) Who comes to 
make peace by the blood of His cross, and Who 
alone can give rest. He says, " Come unto Me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." (Matt. 11. 28.) It is when 
Israel has accepted this rest that they will have 
prosperity, for " they shall sit every man under 
his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall 
make them afraid." (Micah 4. 4.) " Jacob 
shall return and be in rest and be quiet, and none 
shall make him afraid. (Jer. 30. 10.) In some 
manuscripts the word is spelt " Sheloh," having 
the meaning " which is his ." The old Jewish 
Targumin paraphrase it as the " King Messiah 
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Whose is the kingdom." There is a strong con
firmation of this rendering in Ezek. 21. 26, 27, 
where the prophet, referring to the same subject, 
says " Thus saith the Lord Jehovah, remove the 
diadem (or tiara) and take off the crown : this 
shall not be the same; exalt him that is low and 
abase him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it and it shall be no more, until He 
come Whose right it is; and I will give it Him." 
There has not been a king of the Davidic line 
after the Captivity, in accordance with the pro
phecy of Jer. 22. 30. " Write ye this man child
less, a man that shall not prosper in his days, for 
no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon 
the throne of David and ruling any more in 
Judah." The Lord Jesus alone is heir to David's 
throne and kingdom. He is the " Shello," the 
rightful owner, Whose is the right, and it is to 
Him that the gathering of the people shall be 
and to Him they will render obedience. The Jewish 
Targum gives a very striking description of the 
" Shello," the king. " How beauteous is the 
king, the Meshiha who will arise from the house 
of Jehuda ! He hath girded His loins and 
descended and arrayed the battle against His 
adversaries, slaying kings with their rulers, 
neither is there any king or ruler who shall stand 
before Him. The mountains become red with 
the blood of their slain, His garments dipped in 
blood are like the outpressed juice of grapes. 
How beautiful are the eyes of the king, Meshiha, 
as the pure wine ! He cannot look upon what is 
unclean nor on the shedding of the blood of the 
innocent, and His teeth purer than milk, cannot 
eat that which is stolen or torn; and therefore His 
mountains are red with wine, and His hills white 
with corn and with the cotes of flocks." 

On the banner of Judah was emblazoned a lion, 
picture not of Judah but of his Great Son Who 
should possess the lion-like qualities of courage 
and strength, dignity and power, Who should? 
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conquer His enemies and give to His people sal
vation and peace. At the birth of her fourth son, 
Leah exclaimed, " Now will I praise the Lord," 
and called his name Judah—praise. Jacob also 
" Thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise 
. . . . thy father's children shall fall down before 
thee." This was literally true of Joseph, but not 
so far as we know of Judah, it possibly found a 
partial fulfilment in David when, after the 
slaughter of Goliath, the people sang, " Saul hath 
slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands" 
(1 Sam. 18. 7), but the exhaustive fulfilment of 
the prophecy will be in Christ to Whom " every 
knee shall bow and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord." (Phil. 2. 10, 11.) In 
Revelation 5, we have a wonderful description 
of the praise that will be given to Him, Who is 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and yet the Lamb 
slain, Who has prevailed " to open the book and 
to loose the seven seals thereof." The new song 
rises from those who have been redeemed by 
His blood out of every kingdom and tongue and 
people and nation; angelic hosts utter their 
sevenfold ascription of praise (seven is the num
ber of perfection, therefore of heaven). " Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and 
riches and wisdom and strength and honour and 
glory and blessing," while from the earth comes 
the fourfold refrain (four being the number of 
earth) of " Blessing and honour and glory and 
power." The whole universe of God uniting in 
one glad anthem of praise to Him Who liveth 
for ever and e\'er. 

ZEBULUN. The patriarch now turns to Zebulun, 
Leah's sixth son, whose name means dwelling. 
" Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; 
and he shall be for a haven of ships; and his 
border shall be unto Zidon." (Ver. 13.) The 
sea here probably refers to the Sea of Galilee, for 
the inheritance of Zebulun as given by Joshua 
touched it on the east side. It is also probable 
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that the entire seaboard as far as Zidon was des
tined for the tribe of Zebulun, but they failed to 
take possession of it, for we read in Jud. 1. 30, 
" Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants 
of Kitron nor the inhabitants of Nahalol, but the 
Canaanites dwelt among them and became tribu
taries." The prophet Isaiah (chap. 60. 1), pre
dicting the coming of the Messiah, speaks of 
Zebulun as being " by the way of the sea, beyond 
Jordan, in Galilee, of the nations." It is note
worthy that much of Christ's earthly life was 
spent around the Sea of Galilee in the inheritance 
of Zebulun. Nazareth, where He was brought 
up and dwelt for thirty years, was in the middle 
of the territory assigned by Joshua to this tribe. 
Jacob's prophecy may have a future fulfilment 
also, for according to Ezek. 48, in the division 
of the restored land, the inheritance of Zebulun, 
instead of being in the north of Palestine, will 
be in the south, and may possibly extend from 
the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea. 

ISSACHAR. After blessing Zebulun, Jacob next 
-addresses his elder brother, Issachar, whose name 
signifies " an hire." " Issachar is a strong ass 
crouching down between two burdens, and he 
saw that rest was good and the land that it was 
pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and 
became a servant to tribute. (Vers. 14, 15.) The 
inheritance of Issachar lay between those of 
Zebulun and Manasseh. As a tribe they were 
chiefly engaged in agriculture, were patient and 
industrious, and yet were hardy to bear the bur
dens of war when occasion demanded. (1 Chron. 
7. 2, 12. 32). It is possible that they yielded 
considerable tribute to the kings and priests from 
the produce of their territory. An interesting fact 
in connection with this tribe is that in their in
heritance lay the beautiful plain of Esdraelon or 
Jezreel, which from its position and the 
numerous battles that were fought there, has 
heen called the battle ground of nations. There 
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^ ' as fought the battle of Barak against Sisera 
(Jud. 5), the batt le of Gilboa, where Saul and 
Jonathan were slain (1 Sam. 31); and the en
counter wi th Pharaoh Necho, k ing of Egypt , 
when Josiah met his death, also took place in 
the locality. T h e great battle of the future 
•called in Rev. 16. 16, Armageddon (of which that 
between Barak and Sisera was a picture) takes i ts 
name from a mounta in or city held by Manasseh, 
in the terr i tory of Issachar, according to 
Josh. 17, 11. 

DAN. After thus blessing his six sons by Leah, 
Jacob next tu rns to the four sons by the hand
maids who are to be counted as sons equally wi th 
the others. " Dan shall judge his people as one 
of the tribes of Israel . Dan shall be a serpent in 
the way, an adder in the path that biteth the 
horse 's heels so that his rider shall fall back
w a r d . " (Vers. 16, 17.) Here again there is an 
allusion to the name, for Dan means a " judge " 
in Hebrew. One of Israel ' s noted judges was 
Samson, of the family of the Danites (Jud. 14. 2), 
whose warfare with the Philistines resembled 
somewhat the sudden sharp bite of the serpent 
causing death and destruction. I t was the tribe 
of Dan who set up idolatry in Israel, for in 
Judges 18 we are told of the Danites who took 
Micah 's graven image and set it up in the con
quered city of Laish " all the t ime tha t the ark 
of the Lord was in Sh i loh ," making Jonathan 
the grandson of Moses* their priest, an office held 
by his descendants " until the captivity of the 
l a n d . " (Jud. 18. 30, 31). I n later days Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat placed one of the golden calves 
he had made in this same city of Dan, " which 
th ing became a sin, for the people went to wor
ship before the one, even unto D a n . " (1 Kings 
12. 29, 30). Th i s idolatrous tendency which 

*In the Hebrew Massoretic text the letter N in the 
name Manasseh is half suspended to indicate that 
Gershom was the son of Moses. 
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clung to them all through their history may ac
count for the fact that in the genealogies of the 
tribes as given in the early chapters of 1 Chron
icles there is no mention of Dan; also in Rev. 7, 
in John's vision of the sealed tribes of Israel, the 
tribe of Dan is omitted. But that Dan will be 
restored to his position among the tribes is evi
dent from Ezek. 47. 1, where, in the north of 
the Palestine of the future, a portion is appointed 
for Dan. Possibly the prophecy that " Dan 
shall judge his people " may also refer to this. 
May not his restoration be in response to the 
prayer of the dying patriarch, " I have waited 
for Thy salvation, O I^ord," a prayer which 
Calvin says was intended to express not only his 
own personal faith and hope, but his confidence 
for his descendants. Possibly the comparison of 
Dan to a serpent (Jewish tradition has substituted 
an eagle for the serpent on the banner of Dan) 
had reminded him of the temptation of the ser
pent in Eden, resulting in the fall of man, and 
the gracious promise given of the Coming One, 
Who should bruise the serpent's head. Dr. 
Edersheim, in his History of the Patriarchs, says 
" Quite the oldest Jewish Commentary, or rather 
Paraphrase, puts it this way, ' My soul waiteth 
not for the deliverance of Gideon, the son of 
Joash, for it was only temporal; nor for that of 
Samson, for it was but transient; but for the 
redemption by the Messiah, the Son of David, 
which in Thy word Thou hast promised to send 
to Thy people, the children of Israel; for this Thy 
salvation my soul waiteth.' " 

GAD. " Gad, a troop shall overcome him but 
he shall overcome at the last." (Ver. 19.) The 
Jewish Targumin refer this to the tribe of Gad 
passing over the Jordan and helping their 
brethren to overcome the Canaanites. It had 
possibly a fulfilment in the war against the 
Hagarenes (1 Chron. 5. 18-22) when they " cried 
to God in the battle and He was intreated of 
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them; because they put their trust in Him . . . . 
for there fell down many slain, because the war 
was of God. And they dwelt in their steads until 
the Captivity." Does not this set forth in pic
ture Israel's final struggle with the confederacy 
of nations that surround Jerusalem, take the 
City, rifle the houses and destroy many of the 
nation, but on the return of their divine Deliverer 
they overcome at last. Psa. 118. 10-14, Zech. 
14. 2-5.) 

ASHER. " Out of Asher his bread shall be fat 
and he shall yield royal dainties. (Ver. 20.) 
Asher signifies blessing—happiness. Leah called 
him by that name as an expression of her feeling 
" Happy am I, for the daughters will call me 
happy." In this connection we think of another 
woman who expressed herself similarly, "Behold 
from henceforth all generations shall call me 
blessed." In the close sense this was actually 
true of Mary, but in the extended sense this was 
true of the Jewish people, of whom the prophet 
says, " Before she travailed, she brought forth; 
before her pains came, she was delivered of a man 
child." (Isa. 66. 7. ) Christ took not on Him 
the nature of angels, but of the seed of Abraham, 
and the day is coming when that people will re
joice in her greatest Son, Who will truly make 
her happy. Jacob also speaks of a fertile inherit
ance and temporal prosperity which this tribe 
enjoyed. But the prophecy points us forward to 
the time when such shall be the portion of 
restored Israel as portrayed in such passages as 
Isa. 35. 1. " The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall 
rejoice, and blossom as the rose." (Isa. 12. 18, 
19.) " I will open rivers in high places and 
fountains in the midst of the valleys . . . . I will 
plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree 
and the myrtle, and the oil tree, I will set in the 
desert the fir tree and the pine and the box tree 
together." (Isa. 55. 12.) " The mountains and 
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the hills shall break forth before you into sing
ing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands." Then indeed will Israel be happy and 
blessed. 

NAPHTALI. " Naphtali is a hind let loose; 
he giveth goodly words." (Ver. 21.) In con
nection with Naphtali, we may note that Caper
naum, the home of Christ's earthly ministry, was 
in the border of Zebulun and Naphtali; some of 
the earliest Apostles probably came from this 
tribe. It was at Capernaum that Christ first 
commissioned the twelve and sent them forth to 
preach the gospel of the kingdom. (Matt. 10. 1.) 
And it was upon a mountain in Galilee (the in
heritance of Naimtali) that after His resurrection 
He met the eleven disciples and gave them the 
command to go " and teach all nations, baptis
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost." (Matt. 28. 16-20.) 
May not this be a fulfilment of Naphtali's blessing, 
the hind let loose giving " goodly words," even 
words of eternal life? (Jno. 6. 68) with its ulti
mate fulfilment in Israel as foretold in Isaiah 52. 
7. " How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub-
lisheth peace, that saith unto Zion, thy God 
reigneth." 

JOSEPH. Finally Jacob addresses his two 
youngest sons, Joseph and Benjamin, the sons of 
his specially loved wife, Rachel. It seems as if 
he pours forth all the love and longing of his 
heart in his utterances to Joseph, the most be
loved of all his sons, prophesying for him bless
ings above and beyond any that had ever been 
uttered. " Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a 
fruitful bough by a well, whose branches run 
over the wall. The archers have sorely grieved 
him, and shot at him, and hated him; but his 
bow abode in strength and the arms of his hands 
were made strong by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob (from thence is the shepherd the 
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stone of Israel) . . . . the blessings of thy father 
have prevailed above the blessings of my pro
genitors unto the utmost bound of the everlast
ing hills : they shall be on the head of Joseph, 
and on the crown of the head of him that was 
separate from his brethren." (Vers. 22-26.) In 
chapter 48, Jacob had claimed the two sons of 
Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, as his own, 
placing Ephraim before Manasseh, so making 
him Joseph's firstborn. Here once again he 
seems to play upon the name, Ephraim— 
fruitful, when he speaks of Joseph as 
a fruitful bough whose branches run over 
the wall. The patriarch had already given 
to Joseph the privileges of the birthright 
(1 Chron. 5. 1, 2) which in patriarchal days in
cluded lordship over the rest of the family and 
a double share of the paternal possessions, he 
therefore had two tribes to represent him, and 
throughout the history of Israel, Ephraim was 
next to Judah, the leading tribe, and eventually 
the head of the ten-tribed kingdom. But 
Joseph's blessing finds its highest and final ful
filment in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are well 
aware of the many points in which Joseph is a 
type of Christ. Loved by his father and made 
his heir, yet disowned by his brethren and hated 
without a cause; sold for twenty pieces of silver, 
the price of a young slave, he was taken down 
into Egypt. Grieved, hated, persecuted, and 
separated from his brethren, still his bow abode 
in strength, and those who bore his name be
came an innumerable multitude (see Acts 5. 14, 
Rev. 7. 9), eventually becoming their recognised 
Saviour and Ruler, receiving the homage and 
adoration of all. It is striking that in the midst 
of these blessings, Jacob bursts out with the ex
clamation in verse 24. " From thence (i.e., the 
mighty God of Jacob), is the shepherd the stone 
of Israel," two Messianic titles often found in 
Scripture. 
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{a) The Shepherd. The Shepherd character of 
the Messiah is frequently alluded to in the Old 
Testament, e.g., Psa. 80. 1, " Give ear, O Shep
herd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a 
flock . . . . Before Ephraim and Benjamin and 
Manasseh stir up Thy strength and come and 
save us ." In Zech. 13, God says " Awake, O 
sword, against My Shepherd, and against the 
man Who is My fellow." (Ezek. 34. 23.) " I will 
set up one shepherd over them and He shall feed 
them." And in the New Testament, Christ 
applies the same title to Himself when He says 
in Jno. 10. 11, " I am the good shepherd, the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." 

(b) The Stone. Several passages in Scripture 
speak of the Messiah under the imagery of a 
stone. Thus in Isa. 28. 16, " Behold I lay in 
Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a 
precious corner stone, a sure foundation." Again 
in Zech. 3. 9, " For behold the stone that I have 
laid before Joshua upon one stone shall be seven 
eyes." Seven, being the number of perfection, 
reminds us of the sevenfold fulness of the Spirit 
which was to rest upon Christ, " the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord." (Isa. 11. 2.) And in Rev. 5. 
6, John sees " a lamb as it had been slain, hav
ing seven horns (omnipotence) and seven eyes 
(omniscience) which are the seven spirits of 
God." But this stone " was set at nought of 
the builders " (Acts. 4. 11), yet it is become the 
head of the corner. 

The corner stone, while forming part of the 
foundation, also unites two walls together, so 
Christ, the chief Corner Stone, unites in Himself 
both Jew and Gentile, to be " an holy temple in 
the Lord." (Eph. 2. 20, 21.) 

It is significant that both Jacob and Moses, in 
Deut. 33. 16, prophesy fulness of prosperity to 
Joseph in almost identical words, " they shall 
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"be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of 
the head of him that was separate from his 
brethren. So to His beloved Son, Who was holy, 
harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners, 
God hath given a name which is above every 
name, for " it pleased the Father that in Him 
•should all fulness dwell," that " in all things 
He might have the Preeminence," and " He 
hath put all things under His feet." The root 
meaning of Joseph is to " add " ; when Rachel 
gave birth to him, she expressed a hope that the 
Lord would add to her another son. This was 
historically granted her by the birth of Ben
jamin, but as the life of Joseph was in so many 
points figurative of Christ, the name at his birth 
too speaks of the other Son Who was in the 
highest sense a Benjamin, the Son at the 
Father's right hand, and as Moses says, " the 
Beloved of the Lord Who shall dwell in safety 
by Him." 

BENJAMIN. " Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf, 
in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at 
night he shall divide the spoil." (Ver. 27.) This 
tribe, in its early history, spent its energies in 
petty warfare, especially in the unjust contest 
mentioned in Judges 19 and 20, when it was 
•almost destroyed. Some Jewish commentators 
apply this verse to Saul, the Benjamite, the first 
king of Israel, who fought against his enemies 
on every side. Also to Mordecai and Esther, 
"both of the same tribe, who, in the night of the 
dispersion, divided the spoil of Haman. Its real 
meaning can, however, only be found in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Rachel, with her dying 
breath, called her son, Benoni, " son of my 
•sorrow," but the faith of the father triumphed 
-over his natural grief, and he changed his name 
to Benjamin, " son of my right hand," express
ing his hope that he would be a strength and en
couragement to him. There is a striking verse 
in Psa. 80. 17, where the psalmist says, " Let 
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Thy hand be upon the man of Thy right hand, 
upon the Son of man whom Thou madest strong 
for Thyself." The Lord Jesus is the true Ben
jamin, the Son of God's right hand, Whom He 
has made strong for Himself; of Whom Isaiah 
prophesied that " He should divide the spoil1 

with the strong." Christ, in His death on the-
cross, " spoiled principalities and powers, made 
a show of them openly, triumphing over them 
in i t ." (Col. 2. 15.) He is now set down on 
the right hand of God, " from thenceforth ex
pecting till His enemies be made His footstool." 
(Heb. 10. 12, 13.) 

In conclusion we are told " All these are the 
twelve tribes of Israel; and this is that their 
father spake unto them and blessed them; every 
one according to his blessing he blessed them,"' 
(Ver. 28.) Not one omitted, in spite of sin and_ 
failure, nor will one eventually be lost, for in 
the restored land each tribe will have its allotted' 
portion (Rzek. 48.) Inscribed on the precious 
stones on the High Priest's shoulder (the place 
of strength), and on His heart (the place of affec
tion). He has them also graven on the palms of 
His hands (Isa. 49. 16) in continual remem
brance, and finally He will write their names on 
the gates of restored Jerusalem (Ezek. 48. 30-34) 
and on the pearly gates of the heavenly city 
(Rev. 21. 12), where they will remain perpetually 
as an exhibition of His redeeming love. 

How marvellous is His grace that could follow 
them in all their waywardness ! and how change
less must be His purposes to restore them to the-
position of blessedness .' 

As we ponder the lessons taught us by their-
history, we are impelled to exclaim, with the-
Apostle Paul, " O the depth of the riches, both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how un
searchable are His judgments and His ways past 
finding out ! (Rom. 11. 33.) And our hearts echo-
the prayer of the patriarch, " F o r this Thy Sal
vation, O Jehovah, my soul doth wait." 


