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" �be wort, of tbe '.lLorb was precious in tbo.se t,a\2S." 

I Sam.; iii., 1. 

We praise Thee, glorious Lord, 
Who died to set l,1S free ; 

No earthly songs can joy afford 
Like heavenly melody. 

Love, that on death's dark vale, 
Its sweetest odours spread, 

Where sin o•�r all seemed to prevail 
Redemption's glory shed. 

Exodus XV. 

Among many blessed truths contained in this lovely song 
of Redemption, (led by Moses, inspired by the Holy Spirit) are 
three references to. the Glory of Jehovah. Verse 1, 

1' He bath· 
triumphed gloriously." Verse 6, "Glorious in power." Verse 
11, "Glorious in holiness." 

The glorious triumphing of our Saviour God seems to 
relate to what God has wrought for the blessing of man. It· 
cornea in verse 1 as an individual thought, and is repeated in 
verse 21, when Miriam led the· women in singing to the Lord, 
this a collective thoughtbringing in·the whole of the assembly. 
There o.re several things connected with this triumph in re
demption. First, the delivered soul is prompted to respond 
to the delivering grace of God and 'build Him an habitation, 
and this. is followed by praise and exaltation. The�e things 
are written for our lea,,rning. What are we to learn from this? 



Is it not that we who have been delivered from " so great a 
death '' should see that we enter into the thought of Eph. ii. 
22? Thie is the great truth of the glorious triumph of the 
Lord Jesus Who went through death's dark vale, not only 
that we should be delivered from our Pharaoh (Satan) and our 
Egypt (the world), but be brought out through Him that .God 
may have a holy habitn,tion, and His people praise Him in the 
beauty of holiness. It is applicable to this day of grace and 
the wilderness. 

" Glorious in power." Here the prominent thought is 
the effect upon all who oppose God and His people, all who 
reject His Christ. How awf11l will- be the end of this world, 
with its power against Christ, its learning or wisdom, its 
religion. 'We see these three typified at the Cross, where the 
Romans (power), the Greeks (wisdom), and Hebrews (religion) 
!\ll subscribe to the death of God's beloved Son. But His 
will must be accomplished. All things must be subject to the 
Man at God's -right hand-Christ. He must reign until all 
enemies are subdued. Of this His glorious· power is suggestive 
It connects with the �fillennial reign of Christ particularly, 
when all the earth will be subject. 

" Gl0rious in holiness." This great thought links us at 
once with the presence of God Himself. Isaiah bad a glimpse 
of this in chapher 6. So had the three �isciples on the Mount 
of Transfiguration; and J obn in Patmos. Glorious indeed in 
His Holiness! We are brought to-think of the eternal day 
when the full results of the Lord's triumph and power are seen 
in a condition of things wherein God can dwell with man 
without anything to disturb, when His full thought will have 
been reached and the Tabernacle of God will be with men, 
His dwelling-place, His habitation, and righteousness will dwell 
in the new heavens and the new earth (2 Pet. iii. 13). ');hen 
indeed will the glory enjoyed and reflected during the Millen
nium be cliaractedstic of the universe, and we shall not· only 
spare the glory given to Christ and behold the glory which is 
His, but the glory of God will be fully upheld, and no one 
come short of it. 

The Church of God. 

1 CoR. x. 32: MATT. xvi. 13-19. 
In the scripture I ha.ve quoted in 1 Cor. x. 32, there are 
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three classes -refen.-ed to. 
There is the Jew, the Gentile and the Church of God. 

The Jews were a wonderfully privileged people. _ They were a. 
people who were outwa,rdly near to God and they were 
specially favoured in .that they had the oracles of God 
committed to them. But at the same time they went about 
to establish their own righteousness and would not submit to 
the righteousness which was -of God through faith. It was 
for this reason that no mercy .was shown towards them 
Stephen could say of them, "Who have received the law by 
the disposition of angels and have not kept it." Acts vii 53. 
What n.bout the Gentiles, amongst wh_om we have our part ? 
These were a people who were away from God, a people who 
were without hope in the world; but a people to whom God 
has dr�wn nigh in showing mercy to them. 

The third class, -the Church of God, are a people who 
have been drawn out from both Jews and Gentiles, yet are 
distinct from both. That is the thought of a church or 
assembly, in scripture, it is a called-out people. It was so 
with Israel, they were a called-out people, but there was a 
great difference between the Jewish assembly of old and the 
church of God in our day. They were a people called out of 
Egypt to inherit the earthly land of Canaan. On the other 
hand, the Church of God which is called out from both Jews 
and Gentiles, is called to eternal glory. So that while the Jews 
had an earthly hope,_the believer on the Lord Jesus Christ 
has a heavenly hope and fo,rms part of the Church of ·God. 

The two scriptures I have read to-night were suggested 
to my mind in connection with the Church of God. The first 
m·ention we bn.ve of the church of God in the scriptures is 
found in l\fatt. xvi, and it is instructive to note the plo.ce in 
which that revelation was made known. It was in Crosarea 
Philippi- a plu.ce which had once been marked by a great 
civilisation, but which had now fallen into ruin and decay, 
and this was, used in striking contrn,st by the Lord Jesns to 
that glo;ious Church which He was about to build, and which 
would never decay or pass away. 

The Lord, by way of opening up the subject, says to 
His disciples," Whom do men so.y that I the Son of man o.m?" 

· and they said, " Some say ·John the Baptist, some Elias, n.nd
others Jeremias." Where there was no revelation known
from God men had all kinds of thoughts as to the Person of
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Christ, and every on_e of them were wrong. No man knoweth 
the Son but the Father, .and we can only know anything of 
the Son as He is revealed to us by the Father. Having beard 
what the disciples had to say about th� thoughts of men, the 
Lord Jes\ls turns personally to His disciples and says: " But 
whom say ye tha,t I am?" Peter at once answers-zealous 
Peter, a man with n, b'ig heart, but so often rash, in word and 
deed, but one we ca.n admire in spite of his failures, "Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God." And the Lord in 
answer says to him, " Blessed art thou, Simou Barjona ; for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build l\lf y Church : and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail agafost it." 

We are told by those who know Greek well that there 
are two words used here. The word· Peter in the Greek is 
" Petros," which signifies a little rock or a littl'e stone, but 
when the Lord says "upon this rock," the word used is 
" Petra,'; which signifies a rock. Surely this is not a little 
rock, but a great ro�k, and capable of sustaining. the great 
l;milding which is reared upon it. We have to tum to other 
scriptures in connection with the foundation to see that Christ 
Himself was the foundation to which He was referring, and 
that He referred to the·confession of Peter when He says,"On 
this rock." The Lord was referring not to Peter, but �o his 
confession as to His being the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God. On this rock, the Lord says, referring to the ·confession 
of Peter, "I will build my• church. ' 

He does not say "I have built it," neither does He sn;y 
"I am building it," but He says "I will hui]d it.'' I believe 
He was· referring to the time _when He Himself would have 
gone to the Cross, and the Holy Ghost come down from the 
glory. With the descent of the Holy Ghost there would be 
power manifested in the conversion of precious souls, who 
would be baptisecl into one body, and would compose the 
church of God. It was not revealed that there was a body or 
a church on en.rth until la.ter. Paul himself was converted to 
this truth, and it wns revealed to him ns one of the great 
mysteries. In Epb. v, Paul sn.ys, "I speak concerning Christ 
n,nd the cli11rcl1." It is no lon�er n, mystery: it has all been 
revealed to tis now, and we hn.ve His wor<l telling us about 
the church. It was a mystery before Paul was used to make 
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it known, but there are pictures given to us in the Old Testa
ment as to this wonderful truth. 

There is one scripture to which we may briefly refer, 
and that is found in Gen. iii, 18-25. Here we have a wonder
ful picture concerning Christ and the Churcb. I know some 
would say it is more a picture of a bride or the body of Christ, 
but these things are inseparably linked together. Naturally 
there are dift:erences, and one is often developed where the 
other is not, yet Ephesians links tbe two things together even 
in the first chapter, where it speaks of the church which is 
His body. So again in the 5th chapter, in c!onnection with the 
:first man being · formed as being a figure of Christ and the 
church. There we are told that as believers we are members 
of His body, of His flesh, a,nd of Hi� bones. That is a scrip
ture quoted in connection with Adam, an9- shows what God 
had in His mind when forming the first woman. When Eve 
was formed she ·was brought to Adam .in all the beauty which 
God had bestowed upon her. No wonder Adam loved lier as 
·he looked upon her. " This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh 11 

; she formed part of the body of Adam, a·nd
he received her as his wife. , So it is with all belieYers in our
day. When they are brought to know how the Lord has loved
them, and hqw He bas given Himself for theru ; to know that
He has loved the church and given Himself for it, they are
truly won for the Saviour. They are brought to Him, and
they form part of that wonderful chu·rch of w\1ich Obrist Him
self is the builder.

And does the Lord cease to have a care for that
church? Eph. v., shows that His love is past, present and
future. He loved the Church anq gave I-Iimself for it. That
was the love of yeiqterday, but Jesus Christ (is) the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Yesterday was the cross, to
day' speaks of His present position on liigh. To-morrow is
the glory with Christ. .

\i\!hen we get to the glory we ourselves will be there in
the likeness of Christ, without n. spot or wrinkle, or any such
t�ing. There- will be nothing to mar, neither will there be
any sign of age, but we shall he there in the beauty n.nd fresh
ness of youth ; in the glory and there in the likeness of Christ.
What a wonderful place then is ours. In closing, it reminds
me again of Eph. ii, in connection with His blood bringing us
nigh, where also it speaks of bhe church as a.n habitation of
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Qod through the Spirit. i, Ye a.re no more stre.ngers and 
· foreigners." No longer Jews, no longer Gentiles, but fellow

citizens with -the saints, and of the household of God. We
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone. The
apostles and prophets helped to form the foundation. Their
preaching and teaching were only concerning C�rist for He
alone could be the true foundation upon which the soul could
rest : He was the chief corner stone upon which. the whole of
the building rested.

The Unity of the Spirit. 
(Eph. iv., 3) 

It is a humbling fact that the testimony of Christians 
as a body, their collectiv_e testimony, as it is sometimes called, 
is a. shameful failure. Th·e unity of the Spirit referred to by 
the Apostle is something which is affected by our negligence, 
wilfulness or sin, and we are therefore exhorted to use dili
gence to keep that unity'in the uniting bond of peace. What 
does it mean ? 

The state o'f believers in the few days following the 
descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost can help us to see
what is .meant by "the Unity of the Spirit.;, We read in
Acts iv., 32, that "the multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart and one soul." Each one_ for himself-for her
self-was responding to one and the same Spirit, and so 
necessarily found themselves of one heart and one soul. 

Then in Chapter v. we find a man and-his wife who 
sold a possession and kept back pa.rt of the price. Was the 
unity of the Spirit still being maintained? Certainly ·not. 
Alas for the way human failure brings a. cloud on such a 
wonderful "unity." It will be noticed "there was no open 
divisjon in the assembly of God about Ananias and Sapphira's 
sin, nor was there in Acts vi. when the Grecians murmured 
against the Hebrews because their widows were over-looked in 
the daily ministration. All ·the Christians, all the brethren, 
were outwardly one. The brethren appeared united, but the 
unity of the Spirit was broken. 

1\f any believers to-day a.re apt to think that keeping the 
unity of the Spirit applies only to maintaining outward unity. 
Some believers would say, with truth. that every one who, 
having believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, is united to Christ 
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and to the body of Ohrist by the Holy Ghost, should be 
recognised as eligible for fellowship as Christians. Conversely, 
that those who, unbelieving, are not so unit_ed to Qhrist in the 
one body cannot be treated as part of God's church· All this 
is very true, and not to be neglected in its place. But while 
many oelievers to-day stop sh orb here, the exhortation of Eph. 
iv-, 3, which takes this in, goes much deeper. 

We are exhorted, when we have already been received 
and· have received others spiritually as brethren, to use dili
gence to preserve the mind of the Spirit with them in the 
uniting bond of peace. In the world men can sometimes go 
on with others for a long while by refraining-from subjects of 
disagreement, or by ignoring each other as much as possible. 
Such an attitude is not to be adopted by brethren. The 
uniting bond of peace is on the sole basis of the unity of the 
Spirit, and this blessecl unity consists of this-t_he mind of 
the Holy Spirit controlling each individual on every subject 
that affects the relationship of beliavers. 

And we must use diligence to keep this unity of the 
Spirit. It can only be done " with all lowliness, and meek
ness, with long ·suffering, forbearing one another in love." 
(Eph. tv., 2). This must be my character, but although im
possible to nature, this is the evidence that we are a new crea
tion in Christ Jesus. A hove all there is the Throne of Grace, 
where we can find grace to help in time of need. Only so shall 
we be able to obey the Word. 

Questions and Answers. 
QUESTION-

'' I do ..._ know so many• very dear and sincere and 
earnest Christians in the sects .... while it would be wrong 
to join their "church" I am not at all sure if they do wrong 
to stay where they are. During the war ... I wandered into 
a Roman Catholic Church ... a booklet " What think ye of 
Christ? " could not have been clearer or better. How often I 
was refreshed and streng.thened in the protestant churches 
and had to admire the men who "stuck to their guns." The 
churches (protestant) were mostly pa.eked with men, women, 
and soldiers on leave ... and not one of them could say they 
had never heard the pure gospel. 

What about "where two or three are gathered together 
in My Name there am I in the midst ·of them" as regards the 
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many different 
1
' meetings H ? Surely one dare not say the

Lord is not in the midst of the "X" Brethren or the " Y " 
Bn�threu or whatever their names are? It seems to me that 
wherever two or three are gathered together in His Name 
(a.ud we must be· very careful to say " they are " or " they are 
not " gathered to His Name) w_e can break bread with them 
(join them?) Of course where we know there is evil doctrine 

... it is another question." 
ANSWER-

I agree with all you write a.bout there being "many 
very dear and sincere and earnest Christians in the Sects." 
And there is no doubt whatever that many of the truths re
covered one hundred a.nd twenty years ago are now to be 
found, and are clearly taught, in churches and chapels. The 
" Church of Rome�' has, I believe, beeu used of God for the 
preservation of the old manuscripts of the New Testament 
just as corrupt Israel was used for the preservation of the Old 
Testament. Although the Church of Rome teaches the ador
ation of the Virgin Mary and the Saints, it has never-the-less 
maintained the Deity of Christ as a doctrine. 

I feel it is not for us to decide in raga.rd to individuals 
that they do wrong to stay where they a.re. While on the one 
hand we are ·all responsible to read the Scriptures if we can

obtain them, and every believer in the Lord Jesus has the Holy 
Spirit indwelling to reveal to him the mind of God inthe 
Soriptures; on the other hand, tradition, environment, and 
seductive teaching obscure the truth. Who can adjudge the 
degree of responsibility of each individual but the Lord Him
self? All I can say on the point is that to know the Lord's 
will and not to do it is sin. That applies to-all. 

As regards the "gospel" it is a matter for thanksgiving 
that salvation -through faith in the work of the Lord Jesus on 
the Cross, alone, is preached in churches, chapels, etc. The 
more fully this good news is preached the more cause for 
thanksgiving - forgiveness, reconciliation, justification ; 
deliverance from the dominion of sin, from the power of 
Satan, from this present evil world, from "this body of death," 
from the wrath to come; sonship, membership of the. body of 
Christ-what a vjsta of blessing leading right on to the sharing 
of Chriat's glory I The preaching of the 'gospel is always 
refreshing and strengthening to those who love the Lord. 

I am not surprised that during the war you often found 
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help and refreshment listening to the gospel. And I am quite 
sure that pressure of events resulted in a return, in churches 
and chapels and elsewhere, to the fundamental truth, and that 
the" Shibboleths" of.the "isms" disappeared into the back
ground. It was so even in the Far East when I was there, 
where missionaries of various sects lost many of their sectar
ian characteristics when they were up against naked heathen
ism. So, at the battle fronts, British Christians met and read 
the Scriptures together and had prayer meetings, and even 

"remembered" the ·Lord, in all the simplicity of unity. Alas·, 
when the tension is remove'd sectarian traidition reappeaTs, 
and such outward unity can ·only be continued on the basis of 
mutually ignoring one another's evil teaching or evil ways. 
The sad thing is that the return to simplicity-the simplicity 
of the early Christians· of the Acts of the Apostles-is not 
maintained when circumstances relax. 

Now, as regards the question of being ga,thered "in 1\1y 
Name," there seems to me to be two aspects. First, as regards 
our responsibility, ·we hn,ve no right to associate the Lord's 
Presence with evil.. In order, therefore, to enjoy in our own 
souls the consciousness of His Presence in the midst we must 
ourselves separate from what the Spirit of God has shown us 
to be e,vil doctrine· or other form.s of evil. Secondly, the Lord 
is sovereign, gracious and full of compassion. None of us co,n 
say we are a,bsolutely free from evil, yet I bel-ieve many com
panies are g;\ithered to His Name in sincerity of purpose, seek
ing to exclucle evil. But for His g�ace, o,;ving to our inherent 
failure, none could say they wern gaithered to His N arne n.nd 
therefore He was in the midst. I lrn,ve felt emphatically thn.t 
it is wrong for me to judge others, but that my pn.th is clen.r. 
To put it concretely, I could not go to n,n " X" meeting, to 
hren.k hren.d or for other purposes, and feel I wn,s gathered " to 
His Name," in view of their ten.ching denying the eternal Son
ship and many other evil doctrines held by them, but I do not 
feel calle<l upon to decide whether the Lord in sovereign grnce 
mn.y be i11 the midst of some (n.t lea.st) of such companies. 

I will leave it at tliis In the glory we shall learn how 
much we have all failed n,nd how He alone hns been faithful. 
God forbiu that we should sin that grace may abound, but it 
will be the riches of His grace that will be displayed in the 
ages to come in His kindness toward us through Jesus Christ. 
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Maranatha. 

The Lord bas undoubtedly been speaking to many in 
recent days to mn,ke us reali.se that 1-Ie is indeed · comfng 
·quickly. and shre.ly to animate us by the power of this bless.ad
hope, and of His glorious appearing, that we may realise
IC what manner 0£.persoi;is we ought to be, in all holy conver
sation and godliness.·" It is stirdng to realise that t-his truth
if? living, and to go on in the- ever· ·present exp·ectation of hea:r
ing His· shout in the �ir.

We �re g0ing home. 'rhe Father's house. will receive
us as Jesus our Lord Hirnseif brings us. there. And we shall
enter into all the glories and pleasures of the he�venly sce:oe
a scene. of whlch Chfist is the cent,i;e, and tbe joys of which
all .relate to Rtl).lself. And it h-as occurred to me to wo:r;ider to
.:what extent I sha_U be t_i. sb�anger' tbe.te. lfor much that obtains
there is, accor.ding to our me�sure provided for ·us here-; m�y
we not.·s�y that the c9unsef9f the-God.he11dis to ex¢ite, to stimu-.
late ou;i: present. a1:rnetite !gr heavenly �things_; so tliat having
.e.njoyed thb earnest, ws sh.all enter into the iI;1be_ritance with
8, full capacity-for hs· appreciation? Petel· s_peaks of an" abun·
dan£ entrance '·' int'o the everhts�ing·kingdom th�t is dependant
upon our dillgence to"day (2 Pet. i,. 10-11). I do.... not doubt,
for myself, tha·t <;mr �apacitles n.re enlarged in this, scene
according to our honest desires after "things above" - enlnrged
to a vn.rying extent p·erhaps, but waiting to be fi1Ied t.p that
extent, neither µ,ore not less,. when we are where we would be.

An instance of the pl,en.sures· now n.vailahle is to �be
found in the l�st chapter" of thf3 Be_velation. There is the
rive_r of the water of Ii fo. We in know this water, It is the
water of the well of John iv, 14. We have drunk and we drink
and never thiri:;t. Tt is 0ur cheer, our presen.t pleasure in this
dry anil thirsLy· lanc

l 

where no water is. It suffices us,. t'his
w.ell springing np in us. But this is ·a river Well, we too
may know Lhe river. Thn,t which satisfies us is Christ. That
whi'ci1 flows_out--" ont of his belly ·shall flow rivers of living
w.n.ter" - is Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 'And while
we ourselves may be satisfied from the well, ·yet the i·iver is
mo1•p,-.it is Christ going 9ut to others from us. Thm;e is
surely an ever enln.rgin� satisfaction in this; n. coot"inual fresh
ministry overflowing the vessei · and pouring its life-giving
stream� aronnd so that the deseut may blossom as o.. rose to the
glory of Obrist. This abounding is what we·need to covet, for
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it partakes of God's own nature who Himself cannot be 
bounded even by our failure, but will see that the river of His 
grace shall ever flow out to meet need. But how much 
happier when we too grow into a fuller harmony with His 
purposes and can watch with praise and thanksgiving the ful
filment of the Lord's promise. We are. soon to be brought to 
the source of that river of water of life-the throne of God and 
of the Lamb, but how much more might we to-day experience 
·and enjoy God's thoµghts of grace and His ever flowing acts
of refreshing.

Then comes the tree of life with its continual fruits.
The bride has declared that "his fruit was sweet to my taste"
(Song. ii, 3) : in t•his city the fruit - and the sweetne�s that
the taste alone enjoys-is continual and perpetual. · Christ
alone- is that tree, with fruit brougb t forth for every season
and an evergreen· leaf. We know this s,veetness: w3 sit to
gether around Himself and savour it ; we find it along the
path way as some especial delight gladdens our heart. But
then there i� no other food, no other sweetness than in Christ
- are we ready for this? May there not be ·something even
in this scene that our souls hanker after-secr·etly perhaps,
but still making occasions when· Christ appears as '' light
food" It is to our shame that we have to confess it, for.the
tree of life has fruit for every seasou. There is no occasion
wlien we mn.y not go uµ to find th1Lt which slia,ll refresh us;
no season when we shall be disappointed. But if we have, so
to speak, tastec1· only one month's fruit and.have sought other
satisfaction on other occasions, shall we have a capacity for
the fruit of every month ? fJ.1he Lord set our a.ffecLions more
wholly OD Himself.

And then there is that blessed pln.ce of service, where 
"his servants .... sha11" see his face: and his nn.mG shall be 
in their foreheads." We are oftentimes busied in service, but 
Jet the prophet of olden days speak to us: " As the Lor<l God 
of Israel liveth, hefore whom I stand," (I K.ings, :xvii, 1). 
Happy servant I He alone is fully ·conscious of his Master's 
desires and approval who is constantly in· His presence. I 
am sure the greatest value is attached to service that is done 
as in the presence of the Lord, even as He Himself was ever 
in .the bosom of the Father. In that day to come no cloud 
will intervene to interrupt the fn llness of intelligent commun
ion-need we add that every cloud that arises to-day comes 
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from our3el ve$ ? \Ve slrnll see His face-our desire for to-day 
is ·surely that we mlty have become so familiar with His pre
sence, hn,ve sought it so continually before going anywhere or 
doing n,ny�hing thn,tjt will be nothing strange, only the com
plete unveiling to II see His face." And n,gain if it is the desire 
of the servant or �lisciple to be like his l\inister, then thi,s is the 
way. For "we all, vvith open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as -by the Lord the .Spirit" (2 Cor. iii, 18).

"His n tme shall be in their foreheads " would lead us 
to expect n, complete identification of master and servant. It

is the seal of His n.pprovn.l, for- His servant is now fully like
minded. This is His grn.cious dealing, n.nd of wbat is· it the 
reward? Surely more thn.n any.thing else our readiness to be 
named wi�h the n!tme of Christ •_.to-clay, and to suffer ·the 
reproach that Ris name brings. When the apostle wrote- to
tho Galatians· there were those who .were anxious to escape 
the contempt the world ha;s for a,n · other worldling • who 
accepts the reproach of the cross. If it was the case then, 
how much more so to-day, whep the mark of the beast, not 
the reflection of Christ is the passport to success ancl. a 
maasure of ease. But He wants .us to walk with Him so that 
He may be able to crown our labou1�s with His fullest approyal 
and t� bring us into the joy of our Lord. 

I would re.peat that I believe the Lord wants us to 
know these things and to act on them, so that to-day our 
hearts may be enlarged by the enjoyment. of heavenly. delights. 
The prayer of Jabez was just the desire that Jehovah was 
looking for in Israel and so he . is commended as II more hon
ourable than -flis brethren ... And Jabez ·called Qn the God" 
of Israel, saying, b that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and 
enlarge my coast and that thine hand might be with me,. and 
that thou wolildest keep me from evil, that \it may not grieve 
me! And God grn,nted. him that which he requested." 
(1 Chron iv 9-10). It is the diligen.t soul that is made fat.
The Lord is at hand and what we refuse of His teaching, 
what exercise and· instruction we shun will, I am sure, be 
eternal loss. Let us be· diligent. " Blessed is that servant 
whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing." (Matt. 
xxiv 46). 
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