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CHRIST IN RESURRECTION, INVOLVING 

A NEW DAY AND A NEW SPHERE. 

(LEVITICUS XXIII, 9-21.) 

I TAKE it that from the anguish and woe which 
have come into the world in the past five 
years, there are none of us, who even in a 

natural way, would feel as though this world 
were good enough to live on in. It is not. 

What it is, and what it has produced, are 
not God’s thoughts for us. No doubt, before 
the bitter lessons of these years, we had the 
light of better things, and I think with many 
of us there was an impression that we never 
should be found in this scene to pass through 
even a foretaste of what is yet to come; we 

expected that the Lord would have moved us 
out of the scene before the trials and the test- 
ings, the pains and sorrows had become so 
deep as they have been. But be that as it 
may, one is very sure of this, that we are in 
contact with a condition of things which can- 
not possibly endure. One might venture so 
far as to say that “the fountains of the deep 
are broken up,’’ and that we are face to face 

with agitation and disturbance which will 
B
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never be settled until Christ settles it, and 

when He does that, we shall be looking down 

upon it, instead of being in the midst of it. 
I read this scripture to bring before you 

three main thoughts. We are very well as- 
sured of this, that God is never taken by sur- 

prise ; He is never confronted by what we call 
emergencies which call for quick, suddenly 
thought-out measures of remedy. Precisely 
what happens, He knows and is prepared for, 

and the three great thoughts that I want to 
draw attention to from the scripture read are 
that God has ever had in reserve to bring into 
view, the Man of resurrection, the day of 

resurrection and the sphere of resurrection. 
The answer to all that there is about us, and 

through which we have been passed, is to be 
found in these three things; that is, the 

Second man, the day that lies on the other 
side of death, and all the light of the sphere 
which spreads out under the eye of God, un- 
tarnished, reconciled, and perfectly answering 

to His pleasure. 

That is a great and wonderful vision. It is 

not great because I have said it, but because 

God, who imbedded it in this passage at the 
time when He did, now sheds the light of the 

Holy Spirit upon it so that our minds enlight- 
ened, our hearts touched, we may enter into 
the holy joy of God, that after the removal
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of all the things which distress and almost 
overwhelm, there will stand out into view 

the realisation of this vision—this glorious 
provision of God—another Man, a new day, 

and a new sphere—and all in resurrection. 

How do these things come in? In figure 
the answer to this is set forth in the people of 
Israel. ‘ Redemption accomplished, they were 
carried on eagles’ wings, and a fitting place 
was provided that Jehovah might take up a 
position amongst them. God speaks; and 
in effect He says, “I have done everything 
for you, nothing is lacking; now it is my 

turn.’ And so He would be approached by 
His people; He supplies to them an oppor- 
tunity of reciprocity, of response. He speaks 
out of the tabernacle, giving instructions in 
connection with the offerings. God says, as 

it were, that what was His thought in the be- 
ginning, in the garden of Eden, may now be 
taken up; man can now be on a footing of 
holy, pleasurable intimacy with God, appre- 
ciation of Christ being the bond of that com- 

munion ; when we touch that, we touch a very 

great thought. 

People may say, What are we in this world 

for? If life is not worth living, why do we get 
it? Do not let us be occupied with that side 
of the question, but take it as supreme occasion 
of thanksgiving that ever you—a child of
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Adam—caime into this world of suffering and 
pain, because it has put you on the line where 
the Holy Spirit poured His light upon you, 
brought you into the orbit of Christ, and 
attached you to Him for God’s pleasure through 
eternity; that is an answer for the heart, 

and we can afford to leave all other questions. 
When God had it in mind that Hé would 

bring to pass an earth, He focused His mind 
upon the habitable parts of it, because the 
pleasure of God was to be found in man. And 
for how long ? During the period of life on 

the earth? No; but for all eternity. It is 

the divine mind taking counsel with itself how 
it would secure its own pleasure for eternity , 
and the divine answer to the divine mind was, 

“Tt shall be in man, not in angels; it shall be 
in Christ, not in Adam; it shall be in sonship, 
not in servantship.”” If that be the divine 
mind and pleasure, let us embrace the thought 
with all the power of mind and heart, that 

there may be some response to God concern- 
ing it. 

Now in connection with the offerings, God 

gives suggestions how we can come and ap- 
proach Him with what is pleasurable to Him ; 
and in regard of this first feast which I read to 
you—the wave sheaf—the thought which runs 
through the whole of it is Christ, not our- 
selves. It is a pure unfolding of what God
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would have presented to Him in connection 

with Chnst, not the thought of our bless- 
ing. It is a simple presentation to God of 
what has been wrought by the Holy Spirit 

in the intelligences and affections of the 
saints, so that they may come to God and 
say, ““O God, thou hast engaged our hearts 
with Christ thy well-beloved Son.” I want 

to touch on that just for a moment. 

The first question that comes up is, In what 
form does this blessed One come in for the 
pleasure of God? I shall present things in 
the reverse order to what we get here. “‘ And 
ye shall offer that day when ye wave the 

sheaf an he lamb... . for a burnt offering 
-unto the Lord. And the meat offering thereof 
shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled 
with oil .... and the drink offering thereof 

shall be of wine.’”’ We get in connection with 
this sheaf of the firstfruits that there was to 
be a burnt offering, a meat offering, and a 
drink offering. I venture to suggest that the 
drink offering views the blessed Lord pouring 
Himself out wholly for the pleasure of God ; 
as He expressed it, in view of His coming into 
this world, “I delight to do thy will, O my 

God.”” What a starting-point! Then it is 
recorded of Him, inscribed over every portion 
of the book, that there is a very Man come 
into this scene not only whose starting-point
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was “I delight to do thy will,’ but whose 

whole course was “‘ My meat is to do the will 

of him that sent me.’ The blessed Lord 
came on that line too. What a feast for God 
upon the earth! That is the meat offering. 
I take it that the whole manner of the life of 
the blessed Lord was one constant presenta- 
tion of the elements which are shewn forth in 
the meal offering, so that God, in looking 
down, had got what He never had before, a 
Man, who in every relationship, every thought 

and deed, had one spontaneous outgo for the 

pleasure of God. How God must have de- 

lighted in that! He opened heaven upon 
that Man; His voice spoke out from the 

glory of heaven, ‘“‘ This is my beloved Son, in 
whom is all my delight.’”’ The savour of that 
life ascended from earth to heaven, and the 

approval and delight of God descended upon 
that Man below. One loves to follow the 
Lord in His pathway here, and to see the out- 
shinings of His moral glory—the excellences 
of that pathway on earth. The heart of God 
had been famished (if we may so speak) in 
respect of man; there had been for Him a 
dearth from the earth, but now Christ fills 

the heart of God with untold delight. 
Then there comes the burnt offering, and 

the devotion of the blessed Lord even to death; 

not now His life here, but His devotion to
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death. ‘‘ Therefore doth my Father love me, 

because I lay down my life that I might 

take it again.”’ The Lord could identify 

everything as being the gift of the Father to 
Him ; so speaking to the Father in John xvii. 

He says, “‘ Those whom thou hast given me ”’ 

seven times over, shewing how His whole 

blessed being was wrapt up in His gathering 

together through His death that which the 

Father had given to Him, and to .present it 

to God, furnishing Him pleasure for eternity ; 

the travail of His soul was to get it, so He 

devotes His life to death in that way, and in 

virtue of that death, God is pleased to carry 

everything through. The world with all its 

iniquity is not ended, it is still allowed to re- 

main, because there under the eye of God 

Christ gave Himself a burnt offering, and the 
sweet savour ascends. 

Let us now concentrate our thoughts upon 

Christ as the second Man out of heaven; for 

eyerything that is eventually left for God will 

he on the character of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

ll else will have to go. Let us picture a 
_ universe in which there will not be left a single 
thing but has the likeness of Christ upon it ; 
well that is what is coming to pass. So when 
the blessed Lord comes up in resurrection 
(what a morning that was!) all the earth lay 
in the sleep of moral death—-when out from
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the tomb emerged one solitary Man! There 

had been others who had been raised from 

among the dead, but another had stood and 

said, ‘“‘Come forth,’ but with the blessed 

Lord on that morning—the like of which 

will not be found in time or eternity—picture 

the contrast! One Man, rising by His own 

power, comes out from amongst the sleeping 

dead—“‘ I have power to lay it down, and I 

have power to take it again.’’ The rising 

offChrist from the dead is also identified with 
the glory of the Father. There were then 

firstfruits for God in which no eye of man 

shared. There He stood alone the resurrec- 

tion Man! He stood en resurrection ground, 
where we hail Him and crown Him. There 

is}discovered to us by the light of the Holy 
Spirit our glorious Head. He is alive from 
amongst the dead, and as affection in Mary 
discovered Him there, He says, ‘‘Go to my 

brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto 

my Father, and your Father; and to my God, 

and your God.’’ I wonder whether there is 

a¥isweeter thought to you than the Lord 
identifying Himself in this way with those 

who are the fruit of His death—" My Father, 

and your Father; my God, and your God,”’ 

“my brethren.’’ Is the Lord ashamed to 

call us His brethren? His Father has given 
them to Him! ‘Thus we hail the resurrection 
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Man, we are prepared for it. He is and must 

be the beginning of the creation of God ; 
there could be none other. God builds no- 
thing in relation to Adam, nothing in relation 
to the first man, but everything in relation to 
the second Man out of heaven, so that He 

presents Himself to our affections as the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the ending. Do we take 
that in? The Alpha and Omega are the first 
and last letters of the alphabet, and through 
that alphabet can be spelled to us every 
revelation of God. All that God has to say 
is told out in that blessed One, who is made 

known to us as the Word—the first and the 
last. But was not Adam first? Historically 

yes, morally no; for although Adam was 

introduced first and became our natural 
progenitor, our eternal origin is discovered 
for us in Christ, the second Man out of heaven. 

Now we are in a world which does not 
believe these things, in which they are neither 
known nor valued. With whom is the light 
of them? With you and me. How do they 
affect our lives? Do they put us as the 
power of our lives in connection with God’s 
resurrection Man, the second Man out of 

heaven? Let us seek grace from God to get 
our thoughts expanded in relation to Christ, 

because God has no thought of anything
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outside Christ, and He is going to bring to 
pass a universe which is clothed upon with 
every sweet and holy feature of that Man. 

That isa universe which is reconciled to God. 
Let us pass on now to the thought of the 

new day. What do we understand by the 
new day? We are at the fag-end of this 
present day. Thank God itis so! The poor 
tortured world has gone on for six thousand 
years—six days—and what is to be seen 

all over the history of it? Is man better? 

No, he is worse. Has he ever evolved or es- 

tablished anything worthy of being per- 
petuated? No. And so we have arrived 
at the fag-end of the day, just at the last hour, 
the last sands in the glass have almost run 
out, “the end of all things is at hand.’’ What 
one says is one’s sober conviction before God, 

that man’s day, as such, is virtually over, 

but morally, in our hearts, through the grace 
of God, itis actually over. Is there anybody 
here who wants to build in relation to the 
present order of things? I pity him if he 
does. Do you see anything that makes it 
worth while that you should want to make a 
name here? Have youanything in your mind 
that you would like to perpetuate ? any solitary 
feature of what you see in this scene that you 
consider worth perpetuating? Impossible. 
Everything we see and hear and are passed
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through, all that in which man has agonised, 
cry aloud that man has chosen the wrong 
head. 

The mercy of God has come in for us in the 

way of light shewing us that man’s day is 
nearly over, and also in bringing us into the 
light of a new day; that day appeals to me as 
having in it two main features ; one feature is 
that it is the day of the Spirit; it is a great 
day in which we live; one has often said and 

meant it, that one would rather live at the 

end of the Spirit’s day than at any other 
period of time, for He is producing a moral 
preparation in the hearts of the saints for the 
return of the Lord which. will culminate in 
His actual return. One has that thought; 
so that one takes account of the present 
moment as the end of the Spirit’s day. But 
the other feature is it is the resurrection day, 

because Christ having risen gives character 
to the day; but’ more than that, there is 

another light than that of resurrection. The 
light of a holy blessing has dawned upon us in 
this day, and that is the light of ascension, 

because ascension brings with it association 
with Christ in the heavenlies. It brings in 
the place of sonship before the Father’s face 
which resurrection in itself does not. Of 
course, ascension could not be without resur- 

rection, but this sublime privilege is accorded
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to those who are the subjects of the work of 
the Spirit in this the day of the Spirit, that 
they know Christ in resurrection and in 
ascension. 

It was a new day, a great day inaugurated 

when Christ rose. Then it merges, as one 

might say, after the world to come, into the 

eternal day. We are sons of light, sons of 

the eternal day. We are already of that 

which even now, as truly and really as ever 

will be, is marked out as for eternity. 

Thus we see in the wave sheaf there was a 

firstfruits that was to be brought in and 
presented to God for His pure, undiluted 
pleasure, unmixed with any other thought or 
consideration than what is discovered to the 

eye of God in the resurrection of Christ. In 

the resurrection of Christ there is brought 
into view that which in its character carries 
through to the eternal day. I call it the new 

day, for you marked, no doubt, that the scrip- 

ture read speaks of “The morrow after the 
sabbath.’’ The old day with all its privileges 
was to be the sabbath, but then comes the 

first day after the sabbath, and Jesus marks 

it, He honours it as the day for His resurrec- 
tion, so that it becomes to us the new day. 

It carries over into the world to come, and in 

continuity, we are brought into view as a 
company for eternity. Let us have that
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clearly in our minds. The day aftey the sab- 
bath suggests the eternal day, to which we, 
through the resurrection and ascension of 
Christ, belong. 

Now just a thought as to the new sphere. 
This poor sin-stained earth, which from the 

outset sold itself into the power of Satan— 
what a story of crime, of lawlessness, and of 

rebellion against God, is stored up in six 

thousand years! You may say, I love to 

tread history ; there are volumes of history, 

but from beginning to end they speak of 
violence, of cruelty, and of bloodshed—of 

man’s alienation from God. ‘The very things 
of nature all speak to us of rot and decay. 
The world itself is a charnel house. Will 
God rehabilitate that sphere? Will He suffer 
the world where Jesus died to have a place 
in the continuity of the universe? What He 

will do with that scene is this, He will purge 

the face of it for one brief day of a thousand 

years, clearing off from it the powers of vio- 
lence, gathering out of His kingdom all things 
that offend, and He will leave the nations and 

peoples to bathe in the blessing of a gracious 

God for the millennial day ; and this will be 
His answer to the lie that God and His crea- 
tures cannot live together and be happy. 

He will rest in His love, and the whole scene 

will be permeated with the light of Christ,
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shining down on the scene from the heavenly 
city. Christ will give tone and impulse and 
administration to that world; then all will 

be dissolved so that not a scintilla of evidence 
will remain to speak of the place where man 
sinned and Jesus died, where man lived 

alienated from the life of God; there will 

be a new heaven and a new earth wherein 
righteousness will dwell. 

I want to impress upon each one that God’s 
mind is filled with the vision of the new sphere 
which in every feature in its minutest detail 

will be clothed upon with the beauty and 

likeness of Christ. We do not want to build 
here. ‘We are not wise if we do; our houses 

and fortunes and destinies should be built 
in view of the new sphere. The present has 
but one purpose to serve, and that is that we 
should be drawn out of it, and that we should 
keep alive the organism, the holy machinery, 
through which the Holy Spirit accomplishes 
the final ends of God. This is not to be a 
dwelling-place; it is no place to stay in; 
we want to cultivate the light of the new sphere, 
which is over-covered with the habiliments 
and likeness of Christ, and we want to get our 
eyes gladdened with the light of the new day. 
All this is brought up in this feast as the pure 
pleasure of God. He says, as it were, to His 

people, ‘ Come to Me and do not have another
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thought, but just to wave and put in motion 

before Me, through the functions of the priest, 
all that you have learned and discovered of 
Christ.’’ 

In closing, let me ask, How do we touch 

these things? I think we do so in the supper. 
The supper is not an end in itself; it is a 
means to an end. It is the most touching 
and blessed doorway to the _ destination. 

When the Lord has got us under His hand, 
He, the Man of resurrection, the Man of as- 

cension, who is not ashamed to call us breth- 

ren, when He puts the sweet constraint of 

His affections upon our spirits, we become soft 
and pliable; we are cleansed from all outside 
influences; we become impressionable, and 
thus under the influence of His love, He can 

do what He likes with us. He can lead us 
into the Father, so that the heart opens up 
in* spontaneous expressions of praise, as sons 
before the Father’s face. 

This day—man’s day—is well-nigh over, 

and now at the very end of it a period of 

pressure and testing, such as we never antici- 
pated, has been allowed in the ways ot God. 
The last five years have been a time dur- 
ing which a great many dear young fellows 
have shewn how we older people are in- 
debted to them for the way in which they 
have evidenced what the Lord can do
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in the way of sustaining power. The Lord 
has permitted the test to come that there 
might be a sober, earnest spirit of devotion, 
an evidence of the complete supremacy of the 

divine system over the world system. That 
could not be demonstrated in the same way 
in us older ones, so that one has thought what 

a wonderful privilege has been accorded to 
the younger men. We are thankful to God 
for what by the Spirit has come out in that 
way. One feels that this period of testing 
during the.past five years has been of great 
value in the house of God. 

In conclusion, I want to impress upon all 
of us that everything connected with Christ’s 

resurrection is within our reach, and as we 

feed upon Him we shall be able to come be- 
fore God, with something of Christ to wave 
before Him, to bring before Him the pure 
pleasure which our souls have discovered: in 
that blessed One. I just suggest these thoughts ; 
that we beiong to an order of things the light, 
power, and blessing of which are bound up 
with resurrection—a new day and a new 

sphere, connected with a risen amd glorified 
Man. 

ia 035 |S- <=



SONSHIP—GOD’S PURPOSE FOR MAN. 

(JOHN X. 17.) 

It is my thought to say a few words as to the 
blessing that comes*to us in the light of the 
purpose of God. 

There are certain things presented in scrip- 
ture in a clear and distinct manner, the recep- 
tion of which marks very definite milestones 

in our spiritual history, things which by their 
essential nature become of outstanding im- 
portance, and which when once received we do 
not easily forget; they mark an accession of 
light in the ways of God with us. Passing by 
the forgiveness of sins (the first conscious link 
we have with the goodness of God, following 
our being awakened to our condition as poor, 

guilty sinners), one might indicate the know- 
ledge of Jesus as Lord. That is a very definite 
point. Some come to it quickly, others more 
slowly, but once it has laid hold of our moral 
being it revolutionises us; we cannot be the 
same after it that we were before, for it involves 

the surrender of our wills. Another point of 
great importance 1s when we apprehend what: 

0
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it is to be “in Christ,’’ and not in Adam. 

That is a distinct point, fraught with an im- 

mensity of blessing. One would make bold 
to say that no one ought to carry the name of 

a Christian who does not know something of 

what it is to be transferred from Adam to 
Christ. One cannot but regret that there are 
so many believers who have no clear appre- 
hension of what this means, though it is for 
all. A further point, an@ one which would 
link ‘very much with the other two, is the 

place which the Holy Spirit receives, and the 
consciousness into which we are brought of 
being vessels of the Spirit, and, as under 
His influence, made capable of producing the 
fruits of the Spirit. These things are very 
simple, but if we are not in the conscious 
good of them we ought to be exercised about 
it, in order to find out what is the hindrance— 
whether it is in the manner of our lives, or 
due to spiritual indifference, or perhaps to our 
associations. 

Continuing, I date a great deal of the sense 
of blessing in my own soul to getting a glimmer 

of the purpose of God, and it is on that line 

that I would say a few words to you now. 

There may not be a new thought in what is 
expressed, but the expression of old thoughts 
in different language sometimes helps even 
those of us who are well grounded in the
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deep and infinite blessing which is wrapped up 
in the thought of the purpose of God. 

The verse I have read in John x. is con- 

nected in a very peculiar way with the pur- 

pose of God. “ Therefore doth my Father 
love me, because I lay down my life, that I 

might take it again.’’ It is evidently a pre- 
sentation of the death of Christ that is unique. 
It is not exactly the aspect of the death of 
Christ that we get in any of the offerings, it 
is something peculiar to itself. 

Let me for a moment or two go back to the 
beginning. -(Gen. i. 1.) Note how the Spirit 
of God opens the line of revelation, “‘In the 
beginning God’’; no other four words which 
were ever put together can express the majesty 
of conception, and wonderful dignity in which 

they stand forth. It took me many vears 

before I was able, in any little measure, to 

apprehend something of the infinite meaning 
and depth of those words. If you have never 
contemplated them, I commend you to do 
so; sit down alone, take that opening of 

divine revelation, and, abstracted from every- 

thing, meditate upon them: “In the begin- 
ning God.’ You will find you are face to face 
with eternity. What eternity is neither you 
nor I can grasp, but it is a necessity of our 
moral being to still the restless workings of 
our minds and imaginations, that we should
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come to that thought of eternity. As to 
seen things, we cannot conceive of such with- 
out a Maker, or Creator. If it be but this 

book, the sight of the book is in itself evidence 
enough of some one who is behind the making 
of it, but the Spirit of God, in opening the 
divine revelation, presents to us a thought 

which goes beyond the capacity of the mind 

of man, and yet which is supremely satisfying. 

There is a sense of relief, a sense of sufficiency, 

a sense that we are face to face with the origin 
of all things: “‘In the beginning God.”’ 

Well now, that is the starting point, and 
everything else, brought to us by the Holy 

Spirit, that we have as light, hinges upon that 
thought expressed in the first four words of 
the Bible. 

What of God? He is supreme, yet He 

makes Himself known in moral attributes— 
in sovereign power, in sovereign goodness. He 

reveals Himself as the fountain of love, eternal 

as He is eternal, as One who is pleased to 
make Himself known in light as a Seeker after 

response to what He Himself is. When we 

learn that God is love, we are prepared for 

everything that comes to us as light from the 
Spirit of God. If you look through scripture 
carefully (and particularly the New Testa- 

ment), you will find there was one thought in 
the heart of God which goes back anterior to.



SONSHIP—GOD’S PURPOSE FOR MAN. 2I 

the work of creation, to the past eternity, 
and that thought is sonship. I am speaking 
to those amongst us who are young in faith; 
and it may be the question will arise in the 
minds of some—How sonship, if it be before 
man, could then have been in view. The 

answer is—It existed in the thought and 
purpose of God, in that which was formulated 

in counsel ; for when the Spirit of God reveals 
“In the beginning God,’’ we know that wrapped 
up in that one name ts the thought of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spint ; 
and therefore we are prepared for the thought 
that counsel, the conferring together of the 
divine mind, is implied in connection with 
purpose. There is a wealth of blessing in 
this, because if our spirits are impressed with 
the majesty of the divine Being—His sover- 

eign power, the light in which He dwells, 
the ability to satisfy every desire of His heart, 

there is something exceedingly precious in 
the thought that counsel should take form in 
this—that God would have with Him crea- 
tures, taking character from what He Himself 
is, capable of absorbing the light that comes 

from God Himself, and all to be brought into 
conformity to the love and to the holiness of 

God which He is pleased to unfold in His ways. 
I say, there is a wonderful wealth of blessing 
in that; for God is sovereign, He could do
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as He pleased ; the beings were not yet formed, 

the very place of thetr habitation was not yet 
in evidence, except that it was all in the mind 
of the divine Architect, but the purpose of 
His heart was formed. 

Thus the light is brought to us by the Spirit 
of God that before the world was, the divine 

mind in counsel had shaped the form of the 

eternal pleasure of God. Let us notice in 
passing the divine thought as expressed in 
Adam, and in that which was formed out of 

him ; for Adam was put into a deep sleep, and 

out from his side was taken that from which 
was builded the woman, who should be for 

Adam the-sufficient, and satisfying companion 

in all that into which God would put him. 

That was effectuated before sin came in, and 

therefore Adam is the divine expression of 
what would be wrought out independently of 

sin and ruin. It is a help to see that there are 

two sides to the revelation of scripture ; one 

is that which originates in eternity, the thread 

of which is never lost in the mind of God and 

which stands out in all its perfection and 
fulfilment when time is ended; the other is 
that which has to do with the ways of God 

in tome, when He is creating the earth, 

making it habitable, adapting conditions to 
the ways of men upon it, until finally that 

whole order of things is rolled up and put
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away as having accomplished the end which 
God had in mind in it. Now it is evident 
that time and eternity are not the same thing. 
One sometimes illustrates it in this way: 
eternity is like a mighty circle to which there 
is neither beginning nor end; time is like 
something attached to the rim of that mighty 
circle, within which there are unfolded all the 

dealings and ways of God with men, until 
everything will have been wrought out, and 
the thought of God effected. Then, when this 
latter is completed, the very idea of time is 
separated from eternity, and eternity is left. 

Something has been produced in the period 
of time which, carried over into eternity, 

abides as eternally as God Himself. 
If we turn to the scriptures we find that 

about ninety-nine one-hundredth or more are 
taken up with the ways of God with man im 
time, and the smallest possible fraction of 
scripture is taken up with the purpose of God 
for eternity. Yet when we contemplate the 
divine mind in counsel, before the world was, 

we see that the supreme thought is eternity, 
not time. ‘lime is only incidental, it is of 
importance as being the period during which 
the pleasure of God is being given effect to 
for eternity, in taking up those born in time, 
and transferring them from the root or stock 
of Adam to Christ, so that they shall live in
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Him, and not in Adam, and thus be brought 
into evidence by the Spirit of God for sonship. 
When all the purposes of God have been 
wrought out, and time shall be no more, there 
will remain before the Father’s face a com- 

pany according to purpose, fruit of the 

precious blood of Christ—a company trans- 
ferred from Adam to Christ, having the cha- 
racteristics of Christ, with minds like the mind 

of Christ, with hearts like the heart of Christ, 

with glorified bodies like the body of glory 

which Christ has, with Him as the Firstborn 

among brethren, and ever before God for His 
pleasure. 

That touches in a little measure the thought 

of purpose and brings me to the verse read, 
“Therefore doth my ¥ather love me, because 

I lay down my life, that I might take it again.”’ 

We see with regard to counsel, that it has 
nothing to do with sin, or what we speak of 
as man’s ruin or failure. Before the founda- 
tion of the world, the workings of the divine 
mind marked out beforehand and chose in 

Christ that which should be the material— 

drawn out in the course of time—to be the 

“many sons’ whom Christ should bring in 
in spotless perfection before the Father’s 
face, “holy and without blame before him in 

love.” 

But sin having come in, and as a result
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misery, corruption, and death, it became 

necessary tor God, in order to give effect to 

His purposes of love, to intervene in mercy 
to save His poor creatures from the conse- 
quences of their sin and misery ; so redemp- 

tion has been accomplished, and in the working 
out of things it has become the righteous basis 
for God to carry out His eternal thoughts and 

purposes in man. I hope we all see that. It 

1s very simple, we have had it emphasised 

times without number, yet sometimes we forget 

these things—we do not see their importance. 
Therefore, when Adam was put upon the earth 

divine counsel was contemplating Christ ; 

Adam was but a figure of Him that was to 

come. Christ was here as the Effectuator of 
the divine counsel, that many sons might be 
brought to glory conformed to His own blessed 
image, so that the heart of God might be 

ministered to throughout eternity. It was 
never to come from Adam; it was ever to 

come from Christ. One might say, How 

would the purpose of God have been brought 

about had not the fall come in? That is not 

our concern. ‘There is a suggestion, in that 
Adam fell into a deep sleep that out from him 

might be drawn his companion—that is 
enough. But sin and ruin having come in, 
there was, so to speak, a mortgage imposed 
upon what was marked out for God, upon
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what had been predestinated and chosen in 

Christ from before the foundation of the 
world ; it was under liability, for the ‘“ soul 

that sinneth, it shall die.’ ‘“‘ By one man sin 

entered into the world,’ and calamity had 

rolled in like a flood. Then that called for 

divine intervention, for a divine work to rescue 

what was the gift of the Father to Christ, so 

that it might be brought out from under the 
conditions of sin and death and be set up in 
Christ Jesus. Then Christ comes in, hence the 

sweet and glorious gospel, and so I am led to 
the verse in John x., “‘ Therefore doth my 

Father love me, because I lay down my life, 

that I might take it again.’’ The Lord con- 
templates there what was in His hand as the 
gift of the Father. Do you not cherish this 
in your heart? Is it not something very 

precious to you that the Father gave you to 
Christ before the foundation of the world ? 

Do you not make much of that? Do vou not 

go to God and speak to Him about it? We 
were involved in ruin, and under the penalty of 
death and judgment, and the blessed Lord, 
as He contemplates what the Ifather had given 

to Him'and all that lay upon man, turns, as 
it were, as in the sight of God, and says, 

‘Therefore doth my I‘ather love me... . 
I lay down my life.’’ He is going to clear off 
the encumbrances—to remove the liabilities
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that lay upon that which was given to Him of 

the Father, so that the purpose of God might 

be effectuated. That is the thought which 
that verse conveys to me. It is not exactly 

the sin offering, or the peace offering, or the 

burnt offering; it is something unique that 
the Lord expresses—His devotion to God— 

that He would go to death itself with all 

that that involved—its pain, its sorrow and 
forsaking—to remove those liabilities, that He 

might have in His hand, untainted in resurrec- 

tion life, that which the Father had given to 

Him: He would gather that up and go in to 

God, and say, “‘ Behold, I. and the children 

which God hath given me.’ I wonder how 
the love of Christ touches us in this respect ! 
The time will come if the Lord leave you here 

upon earth, when you will see that the purpose 
of God is the supreme thought of scripture. 
It is in this day of the Spirit that this aspect 
of purpose is wrought out, and without going 
into it at greater length, I would say that, so 

far as one understands it, the thought of son- 
ship in scripture is the highest expression of 
the mind of God in regard of man. There are 
certain things which in their nature serve a 
temporary purpose or have a temporary appli- 
cation: for instance, one might speak of the 
kingdom ; that exists during time, it is not 
an eternal thought. One might speak of the



28 SONSHIP—GOD’S PURPOSE FOR MAN. 

character and attitude that Christ has taken 

up as Lord. So far as I understand it, that 

too is a temporary thought which fills its 
purpose during time, but does not go on to 

eternity. Wecan see the same thing in regard to 
qualities: take hope—hope can have relation 
only to time; faith can have relation only to 
time. The world to come is a thought of time. 
On the other hand, there are things which are 

eternal—what have been called primary 
thoughts—and in that relation I would put one 
aspect of the house of God. Love is eternal— 
sonship is eternal—the body or bride is 
eternal; so even an aspect of the heavenly 
city is eternal—that is, as the metropolis of 

the universe. The thought of the tabernacle 
too is eternal, as being the dwelling place of God 

in relation to the universe in eternity. It 
would pay us to distinguish intelligently be- 
tween these two thoughts—what is in relation 
to time and what is in relation to eternity— 

what is in relation to the ways of God, what is 
in relation to His eternal purpose—what will 

be removed when it has fulfilled its purpose 

(even though it be good) and what will abide. 

The blessed Lord Himself will give up the 

kingdom, and while He ever remains the Son 

in the truth of His person, yet He never gives 

up the place He has taken as man. 
The value of these things is that we should
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have our minds rightly regulated in regard 
to what was originally in the heart of God 
before the world was. ‘The purpose for which 
light is given to us one is assured is this: 
that the springs of praise and worship and 
adoration to God as Father should be set 
flowing now. If we dwell alone on the ways 
of God those springs are more lightly touched ; 
they go less deep; but it is as we come 
under the hand of Christ, as the Minister of 

the sanctuary, and get an apprehension of 
the purpose of God that we render praise and 
worship to God intelligently. We should be 
profoundly impressed with the wondrous privi- 
lege that attaches to us as given to Christ by 
the Father, and that as such we are of the 

favoured company, marked out “ according 
to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus.”’ 
We get very little in the scriptures as to the 
eternal day or the eternal state. In the be- 

ginning of Revelation xxi., we get in four verses 
the most that is said in scripture as to it. 
The essence of it is that when every issue has 

been solved and settled the pleasure of God is 
to dwell with man. There is presented a 
sphere in which not a solitary ray of anything 
exists but the light and the pleasure of God ; 
everything is reconciled to the pleasure of 
God; and when that is brought about the 
briefest, shortest statement possible made by
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the Spirit of God describes it : ‘‘ Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 

dwell with them.’’ There is no need to ask 
questions or to amplify what is bound up in 
that. Everything is bound up in it; every 
family in heaven and earth is named of the 

Father. It is perfectly clear in the light of 

scripture that man as such is to be brought 

into a peculiar place of blessing ; it is equally 
clear that those who are “ the called’’ in this 
present day of the Spirit from Pentecost until 

the coming of Christ in the rapture occupy in 
the counsel of God a place of unique privilege 
and dignity. Why should we not accept the 

immensity and wealth of blessing which is 

put upon us, and return thanks to God for 
it? ‘“‘The tabernacle of God” brings in, 
I believe, the element of which we now 

speak as the church. The same material— 
man in redemption—is spoken of in many 
different aspects:—the body of Christ, the 
church, the house of God; but in Revelation 

xxi. the thought of the tabernacle is, that 
what we now know as the church of the living 
God is conceived of as a tent in which the 
divine presence is pleased to be throughout 
eternity, ‘and he will dwell with them.” 
It is simply another thought to add to all 
other thoughts, that what is now being formed 
by the Spirit of God is to occupy eternally
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a place of peculiar blessing and peculiar 
favour. 

In closing, I would further emphasise that 

sonship is the supreme thought which has 
come out from the mind of God, and if it be 

so, | commend it to all here that we should 

make much of it; that we should seek to come 

under the influence of God, the Source and 

Spring of every divine thought, who in the 
sovereignty of His own will has given shape 
to everything. What a conception it is, that 
according as the Son of His love is, so shall 
the whole heavenly company be—clothed with 

the character and the features of Christ, and 
thus He will appear as the Firstborn among 
many brethren ! 

These thoughts are commended to you 
with the desire that if you get nothing else, 
exercise of soul may be awakened that we 

may be led into a deeper acquaintance with 
the purpose of God. 

> o +o _-  



A REVIEW OF THE TRUTH RECOVERED 

IN THESH LAST DAYS. 

(DEUT. VIII. 1-3; 16; PSA. LXXVIII 1-7; REv. III, 1-8.) 

I THINK we can see aS a principle in the ways 
of God, that on certain occasions, He calls for 

a review; He would have a retrospect—His 
dealings, His ways, are not to be forgotten. 
The line upon which He has worked, the end 
which He has in view, are not to be over- 

looked and submerged because those to whom 
they have been applicable have failed to appre- 
ciate and carry them out. Therefore I think 

we see in scripture that it is a divine way to 
review ; and, the Lord giving me help, I want 
to review a little to-night. But to explain what 
I mean: in view of the people going in to pos- 
sess the land—the inheritance—the Lord says, 
“Thou shalt remember all the way which the 
Lord thy God led thee these forty years in 
the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove 

thee, to know what was in thine heart... . 
And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to 

hunger, and fed thee with manna.” The 

testing was perfect, and the way of testing 
was one of infinite grace; He put manna
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before them—the expression of that which 
was sweet and lovely in Christ, that which 
gave infinite delight to heaven—it was put 
before them to humble them. ‘The effect of 
eating manna is to humble us, for when we 

appropriate that which is sweet and precious 
in Christ, the Man once humbled here, our 

Spirits become humbled. So God put before 
them a test which was exquisite and precious 
in its grace. Then He would deal with them 

as children, for He had the inheritance before 

Him, and they were to be brought in in 
suitability. So, if we go on—to illustrate 
what I mean as to this process of review— 

we find that after Joshua had brought the 

people in, and they had taken partial possession, 

the time came when he is to be removed, and 

then there comes a review. I think, in the 

ways of God, a review marks a period that is 
of profound importance: a crisis, an epoch, 

a change in the ways of God, a new line upon 
which things are to be directed—something 

that calls for great exercise on the part of all 
those who treasure the name of God. Joshua 

is about to leave them; the inheritance had 

not yet been appropriated fully, and there- 

fore he calls the people to him and rehearses 
to them the ways of God, from the time when 

He had called their father Abraham trom the 
other side of the flood when he with his father 

D 
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had worshipped idols. He saw, in his leaving 
them, that it was a critical time—either they 
would now make good and enter in and take 
full possession, or they would utterly fall 

under the weight of it all; so he brings before 
them, by the Spirit of God, all the divine 
way—a full review of the situation. (Josh. 

XXIV.) 
Now Psalm Ixxviii., a portion of which I 

have just read to you, 1s very suggestive, for 
it comes out clearly enough that in such a 
review as that which we get there, the past 
ways of God were known; so that what is 

existent at the present moment becomes the 

inheritor of all that has been gathered up in 
the divine treasury, and utilises it in such a 

way as to make it of value for what is coming. 
I think there is that purposeinareview. Here 
the kingdom is about to come in; the end of 
Psalm Ixxvili. shews that the eye of God was 

upon the man whom He had drawn from 
the sheepfold, and the spot before Him was 
the Mount Zion which He loved. Therefore 
He rehearses, in Psalm Ixxviii., in the most 

wonderful manner all the divine way with 

that people from the very outset. Step by 

step, item by item, it is gathered up in its 
coherent form, in all its continuity, the end in 

view being that the kingdom, which was the 

present thought of God, might be put upon a
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right moral basis. Now the only moral basis 
which exists is that which is builded into the 
minds, and spirits, and hearts of living ma- 
cerial, and there is no other. 

I pass on to another instance to still further 
illustrate the point, that of Nehemiah. (See 
chap. ix.) The day of the captivity for the 

time being was over, and what was in view 
was the suitable preparation which should be 

wrought in the minds and hearts of the people 

for the introduction of Christ. So the door is 
opened from the captivity and the “ open 

door’’ which no man can shut is set be- 

fore them, and those whose hearts are set 

in connection with it are brought back. Ezra 
has been, Nehemiah is, and there is again a 

rehearsal of the ways of God, and what has 

been in the previous epochs is gathered up 

in its moral force and power, and rests upon 

the spirits of those people, in a way, surely 
one might say, so inconspicuous and so moral, 
as to be almost imperceptible; but in the 

sight of God what was brought up in review 

in that way was sufficient to endow Joseph 
and Mary, Zacharias and Elizabeth, Simeon 

and Anna, and all that looked for redemption 
in Israel, or in Jerusalem; so that, although 
numerically the quantity was small, the 
quality was excellent, and the review, which 

had been brought up as it were from point
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to point, in its cumulative effect was to prepare 

the atmosphere into which the Lord Jesus 
Christ was to come. 

I might give another instance. Stephen, 

with his face shining like that of an angel as 
he stood before the council, gives a review of 

the divine ways, and what he said was an 
indictment of the: people, the high priest 
and all the officialism that was there, but it 

also strikes a keynote which vibrates in 
the spirit of every true believer up to this 
moment. ‘“‘ The God of glory appeared unto 
our father Abraham.”’ What a light shone, 
as it were, in the darkness of that council- 
chamber when Stephen touched the very 

highest point of all, and shewed that when 
their father Abraham was a worshipper of 

demons beyond the river, there appeared 

unto his soul a light which was nothing less 
than the light of the God of glory! and he 
places before them all that review, which 

in its cumulative force would bring them up 
and put them, if they would, into the hand of 
the Holy Spirit. Christ had been rejected 
and put to death, but the Holy Spirit was 
here, and there yet remained that supreme 
opportunity—that they might in repentance, 
in view of Him who was standing there in 
glory, put themselves into the hands of the 
Holy Spirit !



RECOVERED IN THESE LAST DAYS. 37 

I might instance yet another case, that 

which the Spirit of God gives us in Hebrews 
xi., when to bring out the force and power of 
the testimony with which we are connected, 
the Spirit begins (for there it is Hzs review) 
with Abel, the first, so to speak, to hold the 

standard of the testimony, who for the love 

of the nights of God, and for the value which 
was attached to the light from God—like the 
blessed Lord Himself—suffered for the testi- 
mony. And the Spirit of God, beginning at 
that point, shews that there is an unbroken 
line right from the very outset up to the por- 
tals of the world to come. Spiritual discern- 
ment will help us to appreciate what the 
Spirit of God appreciated in each one in the 
line of faith from Abel downward, and enable 
us, too, to see what God has supported through- 
out all the ages, and recorded for us in that 
chapter. 

Well, now, this is coming a little closer to 
what I want to speak to you about to-night ; 
but before speaking about it, I would like to 

make this remark: that everything that is 
of moral value, everything which depends 
upon the Spirit of God, remains intact and 

available, and is supported by the Head on 

high as much as ever; and we should look 
upon ourselves as heirs of the ages; for 
nothing that has ever been wrought by the



38 A REVIEW OF THE TRUTH 

Spirit of God in connection with the line of 
testimony in the past has ever been lost ; 

it is all cumulative, it is all put into the divine 
treasury; and although we may not have 
the wealth of the detail, yet it will all come 

out in the world to come; a sample of every 
detail of that which has been supported by 
the Spirit of God, from Abel down, is pre- 
served to us; so that we can identify the 
marks—identify that kind of thing in any 
man or woman with whom we are at present 
in contact. I would like to emphasise that ; 
while what is official has crumbled and broken, 

while what is ecclesiastical has gone in igno- 
minious failure, there is nothing which is 
spiritually established and which, therefore, 

is maintained by the Spirit, that in its features 

has ever been lost. Personally, I take'a great 

deal of comfort from that. 
Now you will excuse me if I am a little in- 

formal in my way of speaking. In the provi- 
dential ways of God I do not see you very 
often, and therefore may be excused for 

speaking a little as to the kind of thing that I 

find in the atmosphere of the saints, and one’s 

heart is greatly encouraged in moving about 

by what one has seen and felt of the warmth 
and reality of that with which we are in 
touch, and one takes it as a good augury that 

there is a formative work of the Holy Spirit
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being actively carried on, which presages the 
fact that the coming of the Lord is not very 
far off. 

I want now to touch on things a little, in 
connection with ourselves, but in the way of re- 

view, and I think it is permissible in view of 
the precedents of which I have just spoken 
from scripture. It was with that in mind 
that I read to you what the Lord has to say 

to Sardis, and the introduction of what He has 

to say to Philadelphia. You older ones here 
may be saying that all this is very familiar 

ground, but you will be patient, and take 
account of the fact that we have an uncom- 

monly large number of. younger ones here 

who have not heard these things so often as 
we have, and who, perhaps, are going to make 
better use of the things than some of us older 

ones have done, and therefore I am not going 

to make any apologies for going over things 

a little. . 

I take it for granted, in the light of what 
has been given to us through valued teachers, 

that in the addresses to the churches in Asia, 
the Spirit of God gives us His analysis of the 
responsible history of the assembly here on 

earth, during the time of the Lord’s absence 
and until He return: one has no reason to 

question the truth of that; it cannot be 
challenged, and if that be so, then there are
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two very distinct things which run through. 
One is that the Lord has His own personal 
valuation of the state and condition of the 

responsible assembly at every era of its exis- 
tence and we are left in no doubt as to what 
that is, because He expresses it precisely 

and definitely ; and the other is that the same 

Lord throws upon us a certain responsibility, 

which is, ‘‘ He that hath an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” 
Alas! one knows_of a great number of pro- 

fessing believers who apparently have no ear 
to hear at all, that is to say, they take no 
interest in divine communications other than 
the fact that they have, what they take to be, 

a passport to heaven when they die. I do 
not call that having “‘ears to hear.’’ Having 
ears bespeaks attention and exercise, it be- 
speaks concern, and such an one seeks to be 
intelligent as to what is the meaning of all 
that is about us, and where the Spirit of God 
is moving. How is His voice to be discerned ? 
How are we to appreciate and appropriate 
what the Spirit of God may be bringing into 
view? And assuming that what we get in 
respect of Sardis is really an expression of 

what began its development in what we call 

the time of the Reformation, we are con- 

fronted with a very grave fact; for a 
spiritual impulse that was unquestionably set
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in motion from the Head on high took a 
wrong turn and has been disastrously lost. 
You know, we speak of Sardis as being a kind 
of awakening which came about at the time 
of the movement against the pressure, and 
tyranny, and iniquity of the Romish system 

in the so-called Middle Ages, when men broke 
away from it, seizing upon the precious light 
that “the just shall live by faith.’’ All that 
was true, but the serious point is, that at that 

moment they missed the way, for in the re- 

action from the Romish system and tyranny 

they said, ‘“ every man is free, every man has 

a right to his own reason '’—*‘ to his own inde- 
pendent judgment ’; and Protestantism thus 
made shipwreck almost before it was launched, 
because it failed to seize the glorious fact 
that God the Holy Spirit was still here upon 
earth, and put in His place man’s reason and 
man’s independent judgment; and this has 
produced that with which we are most familiar 
about us: it is a system which in its develop- 
ment has dethroned the Lord Jesus Christ 

from His solitary supremacy as both God and 
Man. It is the system which has permitted 
within its fold, and developed the error, that 

man is not wholly dependent upon the sove- 
reign mercy of God, but hasin himself elements 
of goodness which need only to be developed— 
Protestantism teaches that. It has, too, put
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its dreadful knife into the sanctity of the 

scriptures and has said that this, that, and the 

other are immaterial and need not be re- 
garded; so that the Lord’s judgment upon 
it all is “‘thou hast a name that thou livest, 

and art dead,’—‘‘and art dead’’; for the 

system as such produces in the soul, when 
carried to its logical conclusion, spiritual 
death ; men die in their spirits. 

Now over against that, and within a 
period of time with which many now living 
have links—say, about ninety years ago— 
there was a movement in the power of the 

Spirit of God which was one of the most pro- 
found and important that has ever taken place 
in the ways of God; it was a movement of 

the Spirit of God in co-ordination with the 
blessed Head of the assembly in heaven to 

bring about a recovery of light which should 
produce a moral state and condition that should 

adequately and intelligently respond to that 

light which has come out from heaven—that 
the end of things is near at hand and the 

Lord is coming! I want to trace in bnief 

detail—not to make it a mere catalogue— 
but in brief detail, some of the priceless 
treasures that have been recovered to us by 

the Holy Spirit within the last ninety years. 
One feels justified in reading: ‘“‘ He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
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the churches.’’ I truly believe that the coming 
of the Lord is close at hand, and I do not know 

any better object of ambition to set before 
you dear young people here than the stimu- 
lus of affection which shall be in accord 
with that which is moving in the heart 
of the blessed Lord at this moment. The 
Spirit of God can produce that. He does 
produce it; for it is the Spirit who, with the 
bride, says, Come; and the wealth of light 

which has come—not new light in the way 
of revelation, but new only in the sense of 

recovery—is such as to produce our most pro- 
found admiration and the sense of gratitude 
to the Head of the assembly that He has 

permitted it. Let me run over two or three 
things. 

First of all, one would put the fact that the 
start of all was a spiritual movement, clearly 
identified with the recovery in the minds of 
some the fact that the Spirit of God—God 
the Spirit—was still upon earth, was still sove- 
reign here, and His prerogatives, His powers, 
remained undiminished; the only thing was 

to recognise the fact. One thinks of the 
signal fact that the Spirit of God, who for 
nineteen hundred years since coming down 
at Pentecost had suffered and forborne, had 

gone on and never surrendered His place; 
that throughout all that period of time He
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had nourished and cherished that which be- 
longed to Christ; in secret valleys hidden 
away among the hills, under the pressure and 
persecution of men, in towns and villages 
lighted up at times, it might be, by the mur- 

derous fires of the martyrs—the. Spirit of God 
had kept alive an unbroken line of that which 
was precious to Christ, which throughout the 
ages was held in continuity. But the end was 
coming, and the first sign in connection with 
it was an awakening in the minds of some to 
the fact that in very deed and truth the Holy 

Spirit was here, and that these out-croppings 
at this point and that point, here and there 
in the world, were all the products of one and 
the same Spirit of God. That was one point : 
connected with it, and of equal moment, was 

the re-establishment in the sight and faith of 

some of the place of Christ as Head of His 
own body. Instead of only regarding the 
Lord as the personal Saviour of individual 

believers, the Spirit of God was seeking to 

bring out the truth that Christ was Head 
of His body. ‘hat was a great thing to have 
re-established, because all Christendom gave 

the lie to it. Never mind whether many or 

few saw it, the point is, it was revived ; that 

which was the cardinal governing principle 

with the Apostle Paul and with John too 

(“who also’’ was our ‘brother, and com-
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panion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ ’’), when they foresaw 
where things were going, was revived and was 
held as cardinal light. Christ was Head of 
His body; the Holy Spirit was here upon 
earth, and then that brought in as a 

spiritual sequence that there is one body 
and not many bodies, and that Christendom 

was nothing but a seething mass of confusion, 

lawlessness and disorder, plunged into through 
man’s self-will and indepéndence, with every 
product of the mind of man insubject to the 
influences of the Head or the presence and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. ‘“ There is one 
body.’’ 

Now all this may seem very elementary ; 

you may say, it is what we all know; but, 

none the less, I want to press it in the review 

of that which brings before us the value of 
the present moment. But to pursue, further 
light followed. If there be indeed one body, 
there is absolutely no justification for any 
believer to belong to any other body ; there is 
every ground for condemnation of it, there is 
every reason why such a thing is wrong. 
But then further light came, and that was 

the light of the heavenly calling. Instead 

of Christianity being a reforming movement 
for the uplifting of mankind, for the better- 
ment of its government, and the improvement
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of its moral status, that which belongs to 

Christ and which is controlled by the Spirit 
of God, is heavenly in origin and heavenly in 
destiny, and therefore, during the time of 

the rejection of Christ, is in reproach and pil- 
grimage, and is apart from the course of this 
present evil world. How simple! But what 
depth of meaning, what unspeakable meaning, 
there is in it! 

One might follow on a little further as to 
steps in light. An additional and most momen- 
tous step which was developed was that in the 

sight of God believers are not in Adam, but in 

Christ ; they are detached from the first man, 

and in root, in origin, and in stock they are 

set in the second Man out of heaven. There- 
fore God discredits everything that is of the 

first man, He will do nothing with it; it 
has gone in judgment, and whatsoever He 

supports is in the line of the second Man out 
of heaven. Again I say, it is very simple, 

but it 1s a stupendous truth! I find many a 

believer building in connection with the wrong 

man—cultivating the wrong man; so the 
-light of “‘in Christ ’’ comes with this position 
of holy privilege outside the realm of respon- 

sibility ; in that way it is a position of holy 

privilege. Then more light was vouchsafed— 
that of the purpose of God and sonship. 
And what a brilliant burst of light that is
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when it is discovered to the soul of the be- 
liever, perhaps for the first time! He loses 

the sense of individuality when he has got 
beyond the realm of the poor, guilty sinner 
saved by grace (though we shall never forget 
that)! when he gets a glimpse of “‘ chosen,”’ 
‘in him before the foundation of the world,”’ 

and knows that throughout the eternal day 
the pleasure of God is wrapped up in sonship. 
What is the basis of worship to the Father ? 
what touches the spring of praise and adora- 
tion? It is the purpose of God, it is the 
light of sonship, that which in its holy rela- 
tionship lies outside the realm of death, the 
power of Satan, and the power of sin, which 

lives in all the sweet, and pure, and holy light 
of the knowledge of the Father. 

God has recovered to us the light of these 
things within the last ninety years, and 
so one might go on referring to many more, 
but I will only touch on one or two. The 
things of which I have been speaking, I think 
you will agree with me, were buried. It was 
not that they were not existing; they were 
buried. You know if you were to go to a 
theological college you would find walls stacked 
up with thousands of volumes on theology, 
in which not one trace of the light of which 

I have been speaking can be found—it was 
practically non-existent. ‘Therefore the great
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importance of recognising what the Spirit of 
God has been doing in these last days; it is 
the thing of prime importance. 

Now I turn to another side, and touch, as I 

have said, on one or two more things. Before 
our eyes appears the bride, the hope of the com- 

ing of the Lord—but who had that expecta- 
tion one hundred years ago! Thus when there 
was this revival and accession of light and the 
importance of the divine system began to 
take form and be evolved out of the buried 
mass of material, there arose that which touched 
the springs of affection, and the Spirit of God 
made His voice heard that the Lord was 
coming: at midnight there was a cry, “ Be- 
hold the bridegroom!” ‘There are a great 
many Christians who value that cry, who have 
been little touched by the other things upon 
which I have dwelt, I mean all that which 

lies along the side of purpose. That is not 

exactly right. One can understand that when 
the Spirit of God brings before us that the 

One who loved us and gave Himself for us, 

and who has waited for two thousand years in 

patient expectation, is coming, it makes the 

heart thrill; it affects us in our affections. 

The hope and expectation of the Lord’s coming 

has gone far beyond the range of those who 
prize the other things of which I have been 
speaking ; it has run through Christendom in
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a true form or a false form, but if you speak 

about the purpose of God, or sonship, people 
look puzzled ; they have no interest in these. 

Then there was another thing that was 
revived, which I am sure we appreciate, and 

that is the supper. What a place that has 
in the hand of the blessed Lord! How 
could the sweet light of it—the devoted 
sacrifice of Christ—how could it be buried 
and forgotten through the ages! But it 

was. A sacrament there was, but not the 

supper. But coincident with the light of 
which I have spoken there was the revival by 

the Spirit of the true place of the supper, so 
that we come under the influence and warmth 
of the love of Christ, setting us apart, as 

nothing else will, from the spirit and influence 
of this present evil world. And what a place 

the supper has in the affections of those who 
love Christ! How much do we appreciate 

the fact that this has been revived to us? 

It is a preparation for the coming of the Lord’; 
bridal affections are thereby awakened. 

One might go over many other things, but 

I will not take your time. One might speak 
of the. place that the kingdom has assumed as 
recovered light, that which affords protection 
and which consists in righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost ; so that all the elements 

of the world to come flood the soul of the 
E
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believer now through the Spirit. One might 
touch upon that very thing—the world to 
come. Where could you find anything about 

the world to come before the past ninety 
years? It was merely a term, scarcely that ; 

but there is to be unfolded all the pleasure of 
God with men here upon earth and with all 
the light of His pleasure, and the glories of 
Christ are to shine out through those who 
have been formed according to Him in the 
time of His reproach and rejection. What 
a light that is! , 

But my time is gone. One would lke 
to have given some application toit all. After 
we are gone—whether it be that the Lord 
removes us out of this scene in a moment, in 

the twinkling of an eye, or whether He puts 
us to sleep individually (for we are soon 
going one way or the other) others will come 
in our place, and our brethren—the rem- 
nant—will be left here to stand and endure, to 
suffer, and to enter into an intensity of conflict, 
and they will look back, according to Psalm 
Ixxvill., and inquire, What did those people 
do in the last great conflict ? How did they 
stand, how did the Lord support them, did 

they come through all right? And they will 

become the inheritors of the accumulated 
spiritual wealth of the ages; the food that has 

been left over after the multitude has been
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fed, in this our day of plenty, this day of the 

Spirit, is put into the baskets and carried over 
to our brethren in the time of their conflict. 
How they will feed upon it! 

In closing, I would just suggest that we take 

a valuation of what the Spirit of God has given 
us in these last days—that we may hear His 

voice and come under the power of these things, 

and allow them to have a formative effect 

upon us, that according to Psalm Ixxviii., 

what we have received from others may not be 

lost, but that it may be added to, and passed 

over to those who shall follow us, and that the 

Lord may in His grace use something that has 
come out in you and me to be a positive help 

and a light’‘in that day—to be a ray of His 

light to shine out in the heavenly city—in the 
world to come. 
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