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FOREWORD 

It has been a great pleasure for me to give the 

address you are about to read in many different 

cities throughout America and Great Britain. The 

Lord has been pleased to use it in leading many 

souls to Himself for salvation, and I ·trust He will 

use the printed page in a much larger way. 

You may co-operate by praying that, as it is 

read, much blessing will be imparted. Then, you 

may help too by securing copies to send to your un

converted fri�nds; and to some friends that profess 

Christ as Saviour, but are led away by some evil 

doctrine. This will ·be a real service for Christ. 

He will bless your endeavor.· 

Should you be in any spiritual difficulty, or 

should you like further scriptural information 

about spiritual things, a letter to the writer will 

bring a prompt reply. Address letters to me at 

either 1175 Hillside Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey; 

or 300 South Lombard Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois. 

Yours in happy service, 

GAVIN HAMILTON 



WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 

"Rosebery, take care of thy soul." So said 
William E. Gladstone, Britain's noted prime min
ister, and Christ's faithful ambassador, to Lord 
Rosebery as he said his• last good-bye to him. 

The melody and music, the pathos and pungency, 
of these words come down, over the wave length 
of time, to us. They make their clamant appeal. 
They arouse from all indifference and indecision. 
They urge positive action. They say, "Take care 
of thy soul." 

This thought was burned into the soul of young 
David Livingstone as he read Dr. Dick's book 
on "The Philosophy of the Future State." It be
came evident to him that he must live forever. 
This was the sure revelation of Scripture. This 
was the only reasonable interpretation of the life 
received from God. And this life he committed 
into the keeping of the Son of God, who loved him, 
and gave Himself for him. Like Paul he ex

claimed: 

"I know whom I have believed; and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto Him against that day" ( 2 Tim. 1: 12). 

Dr. Dick writes: "When we sit quietly alone and 
allow our minds to travel back into the immeasur
able abyss of the eternal past-to travel onward 

to the unfathomable depths and infinite extent of 

5 



6 WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 

the eternity future-and think of times as a 'speck' 

in the universe, as a 'grain of sand' beside the sea 
-and consider the immense spaces of the universe
with which we are surrounded, and the innumer

able worlds which lie dispersed in every direction
throughout the immeasurable tracts of creation

and then think of our own existence-that our re

lation to time will soon be dissolved, and our con
nection with eternity commence-surely, should

awaken an interest in us about our future."

Who amongst the sons of men, whether civilized 

or uncivilized, whether connected with Christen
dom or heathendom, whether saint or skeptic, has 

not given some thought to the future? 
It may be said, without fear of contradiction, that 

next to the general belief in Deity, there is a uni
versal consensus on the eternal existence of man . 
Both ancient and modern philosophers, despite their 
different ideas concerning the future state of man, 
agree he!!e. Is this a mere coincidence? or is it 
something supernatural? Did it come as a tradition 
from Adam, or was it a divine impression made on 
the fleshy tables of the heart? Beyond all, is it 
a divine revelation? 

MAN A TRINITY 

In all matters relating to God, angels, creation, 
and men, we turn to the Holy Scriptures. Here we 

have the final court of appeal. Here all decisions 

are irrevocable. 

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works" 
(2 Tim. 3: 16, 17). 
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"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them" (Isa. 8: 20). 

The Psalmist, on considering the heavens, the 
work of God's fingers, the moon and the stars which 
He had ordained, looks upon man, the divine mas

terpiece in creation, and asks, "What is man?" The 
answer comes from God. He would have us focus 
attention upon the "first man" and make our con
clusions. The unbiased person will conclude that 

he is no blot on the Creator's clean sheet; that he 
presents no flaw in the divine workmanship; and 
that he is an everlasting tribute to omnipotence and 
omniscience. Seven things may be noted in Genesis 
1 and 2: 

1. HIS PERSONALITY. He was created in the
image and likeness of God ( Gen. 1 : 26, 27) . Moreover, 
there were three parts to his personality. They were 
spirit, and soul, and body (1· Thess. 5: 23). The spirit 
gave him God-consciousness. The soul gave him self
consciousness. The body gave him world-consciousness. 

"The body is the outward man. The spirit and the 
soul together constitute the inward man. The spirit 
is the seat of the intellectual being, a distinct entity. 
The soul is the seat of man's emotional nature. These 
two, spirit and soul, are never separated. Scripture 
alone distinguishes them: that is, it shows us that they 
are distinct, but it does not separate. Now all men, as 
created by God, consist of spirit and soul, and body." 

2. HIS CHARACTER. Characteristically, he was
the p,erf ect · manifestation of innocence. There was 
neither spot nor blemish present with him. 

3. HIS INTELLECT. He was perfect in intelli
gence. He gave names to all the beasts of the field, 
all the· fowls of the air, and "Whatsoever Adam called 
every living creature, that was the name thereof." 

4. HIS ENVIRONMENT. He was in the best
earthly environment possible. It was a replica of the 
"Paradise of God." 
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5. HIS GOVERNING POWERS. He was ruler over
all. As the Psalmist said: "Thou madest him a little 
lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with 
glory and honor. Thou madest him to have dominion 
over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all 
things under his feet; all sheep and oxen, yea, and 
the beasts of the field; the fowl of the air, and the 
fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the 
paths of the seas." 

6. HIS SATISFACTION. He found superb satis
faction in the "help-meet" God gave him-the woman 
taken from his side. 

7. HIS SPIRITUAL LIFE. He was in touch with
the Lord God. They enjoyed daily intercourse together 
when the Lord God visited Eden. Adam and his God 
were friends, companions. 

"With him his noblest sons might not compare, 
In Godlike feature, or majestic air: 

Not out of weakness rose his gradual frame, 
Perfect from his Creator's hand he came; 

And as in form excelling, so in mind, 
The sire of .man transcended all mankind." 

It is evident that man is not what he once was. 
Degeneracy has set in. Is there not a cause? Let 
us listen to the divine record: 

"By one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned" (Romans 5: 12). 

Once tnore we read : 

"The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6: 23). 
"The soul that sinneth it shall die" (Ezek. 18: 4). 

The Genesis account of man's responsibility, and his 

ruin stands. Nothing has ever been adduced to con
tradict it. Adam deliberately sinned. His progeny, 
alas, have shared in the catastrophe. Billions of 
our fellows have had the sentence of death carried 

out on them. The place which knew them so well 

shall know them no more for ever. They have gone, 
but where? 
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As Job puts it: 

"Man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth 
up the ghost, and where is he?" (Job 14: 10). 

To analyze all the different beliefs as to where the 
dead are would be far too laborious and much too 

confusing. However, the four most prominent ones 
might be profitably considered. Should your belief 

be classified here, may the Lord give grace to weigh 
it in the scales of the sanctuary so that you may 
know His mind perfectly. 

ANNIHILATION 

The f�vori�e scriptures used by the Materialists, 
or Annihilationists, are found in three Old Testa
ment books. They are Job, the Psalms, and Ecclesi
astes. One quotation from each must suffice. 

"Man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens 
be no more, they shall not wake, nor be raised out of 
their sleep" (Job 14: 12). 

"The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go 
down into silence" (Ps. 115: 17). 

"That which befalleth the sons of men bef alleth 
beasts; even one thing bef alleth them: as the one die th, 
so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so 
that a man hath no pre-eminence above a beast: for 
all is vanity. All go unto one place: all are of the 
dust, and all turn to dust again. Who knoweth the 
spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the 
beast that goeth downward to the earth?" ( Eccles. 
3: 19-21). 

These scriptures are used to teach that death 

ends all. The body is made to mean the whole man. 
The man, they say, was such before the breath of 

life was breathed into him. "Dust thou art" ex
presses what he is in his whole being, and "the 
spirit is either the breath of life, or the principle 
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contained in it, a kind of vitalizing energy. The 

man himself is the body-the dust that lies in the 
grave." 

For any person to wrench � scripture from its 

context and build upon it a doctrine is either gross 
ignorance, Satanic deception, or wilful rebellion. 

To have a sound doctrine one must have all scrip
tures harmonizing perfectly without one scripture 

providing a jarring note. Herein lies the acid test 

whether the doctrine be of God or men. 
Glancing at the above set of scriptures, in the 

light of other scriptures, we conclude that, what
ever they teach, they cannot teach that there shall 
be no resurrection, that there shall be no existence 
after death, or that there shall be no difference be
tween man and beast. To say so would positively 
contradict other divine statements. In regard to 
the resurrection several testimonies come before us. 

Job said: "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my 1}esh shall I see God" (Job 19: 25, 2-6). 

David said: "I shall be satisfied, when I awake, 
with Thy likeness" (Ps. 17: 15). 

Jesus said: "Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
His voice, and shall come forth· they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation" (John 5: 
28, 29). 

Paul said: "The trumpet shall sound and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shah be changed" 
(1 Cor. 15: 62). 

Next, let us gather some evidence that there is 

existence after death. 

David exclaimed after his baby boy died: "Can I 
bring him back afain? I shall go to him, but he shall
not return to me' (2 Sani. 12: 22), 
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Samuel addressed Saul from the other world, 
saying: "Tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons be with 
.me" (2 Sam. 28: 19). 

Jesus spake this promise to the repentant thief: 
"Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise" (Luke 23: 
43). 

Stephen, as he was about to die, said: "Lord Jesus; 
receive my spirit" (Acts 7: 59). 

Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, said: "I am 
in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ; which is far better" (Phil. 1: 23). 

Finally, there is proof everywhere that man is 
superior to the brute creation. Honest inquiry ought 
to be satisfied with the statement in Genesis 2: 7. 

"And the Lord God formed man out of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and he became a living soul." 

This certainly means that man has not only a 
living soul, but, that he himself is one. "Now upon 
the most cursory glance at this, it is evident that 
something more took place in man's creation than 
in the creation of the brute. It is plain that God 
breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life, and 
that He did not into the brute's." 

The book of Ecclesiastes gives us a record of 
what Solomon said in his heart, and the things he 
saw under the sun. For this reason what befalleth 
the beast bef alleth man : as the one dies, so does 
the other die. In this man hath no preeminence 
above the beast. Since both are made of the dust 
then it must be true of both, "Dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return." It is in this condition 
that man cannot praise God, neither can he know 
anything. 

The Annihilationist might well say: "Let us eat, 
drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die." He 
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may sin with impunity, for he reckons that he has 
no responsibility toward God. What a delusion! 
Soon he shall be brought before the "Bar of Jus
tice" to give an account of himself. Alas, it will 
be too late. Now is the time to judge self and trust 
Christ for salvation. 

"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" 
(Rom.10:9,10). 

SPIRITISM 

For almost half-a-century now there has been a 
great swing towards Spiritualism, or more accur
ately termed, Spiritism. The last world war did 
much to foster this cult's claims. It claims that all 
departed ones are in a state of conscious bliss, and 
can communicate with men here. Conversations, 
they tell us, have taken place. It is immaterial 
whether the departed one was a saint or a sinner at 
death, a condition of happiness was being experi
enced. 

This, in itself, should be enough to the seeker 
after truth to ,prove that this thing is of the Devil. 
To even question such a statement, one needs but 
turn to their doctrinal beliefs. Spiritists flatly deny 

. the inspiration of the Bible, the Deity, perfect 

Humanity, atoning Sacrifice, Physical Resurrection, 
Saviourship, Kingship, and Judge-ship of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Granted, they believe in a Jesus, but 

He is One of their own creation. He is not the 
Saviour exalted at the right hand of God. 
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To say that all departed ones are in a state of 

bliss is a veritable denial of the simple, easily 
understood words of Christ. Here are some : 

"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by Me" (John 14:6). 

"If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in 
your sins" (John 8: 24). 

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3: .36). 

That man may contact the other world is a fact. 
Nevertheless, God has never sanctioned it. Indeed 

He describes it as diabolical. He warns strongly 
against it. He passes sentence of death on the prac-

, 

titioner. 

"When thou art come into the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after 
the abominations of these nations. There shall not be 
found among you any one that maketh his son or 
daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divina
tion, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a 
witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar 
spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do 
these things are an abomination unto the Lord" (Deut. 
18: 9-12). 

We do not hesitate to say that when contact is 

made with the other world it is made, not with some 
departed one, but with an impersonating demon. 

Demons, by reason of their great power and 

superior knowledge, can give an exact account of 
humans. This is the Satanic deception. But men 

cannot see this and readily fall into the snare. 

"The God of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them" (2 Cor. 4: 4). 
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Spiritists lay much stress upon the scene at 
Endor to authorize their practice. Were this in
cident carefully scrutinized it would prove just 
the opposite. The fact that Saul resorted to the 
"witch" when God had departed from him and 
would in no wise reveal Himself to him, is clear 
evidence that the thing was of the Devil. The 
"witch," however, was as surprised as Saul when 
Samuel, in person, appeared. This was a divine 
intervention and spake utter condemnation of the 
practice. The message Samuel communicated to 
Saul denounced him and prophesied his death on 
the morrow ( 1 Sam. 28) . 

Is it really possible then for departed ones to con
tact men in this ·world? The answer is an em
phatic "No." Think of the words of Jesus and Paul: 

"I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 
I am alive for ever more, Amen: and have the keys of 
hell and of death" (Rev. 1: 18). 

"Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that He 
might be Lord both of the dead and living" (Rom.14:9). 

The keys of death and the unseen world (Hades) 
are in the pierced hands of the Lord Jesus. He 
wields absolute control. Before any one in the other 
world could communicate with men here, permission 
must first be given by the Lord. This He does not 
give. Indeed, He does not give such permission to 
His holy angels for the communication of messages 
to His saints. Obviously, only Satanic agents would 
deliberately disobey their Creator. They do so with 
the conscious knowledge of the consequences. Let 
those, therefore, who indulge in this devilish prac
tice remember that they shall share the doom of 
the Devil and his angels. 
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"The Devil that deceived them was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone . . . and shall be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever" (Rev. 20: 10). 

'The fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is 
the second death" (Rev. 21: 8). 

PURGATORY 

Christendom has Papal Rome to thank for this 

doctrine. History finds no trace of such a belief 
until Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, suggested this 

"Middle State." During the time of Gregory the 
Great, 600 A. D., it became a dogma. Ever since, 
it has been practised. 

The Council of Trent made the fallowing decree : 

"There i.s a Purgatory, and the souls detained there 
are assisted by the suffrages of the faithful, but 
especially by the acceptable sacrifice of the Mass. This 
holy council commands all bishops diligently to endeavor 
that the wholesome doctrine concerning Purgatory, de
livered unto us by the venerable fathers and sacred 
councils, be believed, held, taught, and everywhere 
preached by Christ's faithful. ... In the fire of purga
tory the souls of just men are cleansed by a temporary 
punishment, in order to be admitted into their eternal 
country, into which nothing that deflleth entereth .... 
The sacrifice of the Mass is offered for those that are 
deceased in Christ, not entirely purged." 

In all this there is not one single appeal to the 
Word of Truth. The doctrine comes from "the ven

erable fathers and sacred councils." Some who 

contend for Purgatory's scriptural authority quote 

a passage which has no connection whatever with 
the subject: 

"Agree with thine adversary quicklr, whiles thou 
art in the way with him; lest at any time the adver-
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sary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver 
thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily, 
I say unto thee, thou shalt by no means come out thence, 
till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing'' (Matt. 5: 
25� 26). 

What utter inconsistency! "Surely we cannot 
speak of a debt being forgiven, and at the same 
time paid to the last farthing." 

Purgatory is the masterpiece of Satan. _When 
tested by Scripture it is blasphemy of the highest 
order. 

Firstly, by the offering of the Mass to help purge 
sins it sets aside the perfection of the Sacrifice of 
Calvary. 

God says: "This Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of 
God, from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made 
His footstool. For by one offering He hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified. Whereof the Holy 
Ghost is a witness to us .... Their sins and iniquities 
will I remember no more. Now where remission of 
these is, there is no more offering for sin" (Heb. 10: 
12-18).

Rome says: "The sacrifice of the Mass is offered
for those that are deceased in Christ, not entirely 
purged." 

Secondly, this doctrine under-estimates· the value 
of the blood of Christ. The New Testament assures 
us that all believers in Christ are fully and eternally 

blessed. Look at these few powerful statements: 

"Washed ... in His own Blood" (Rev. 1: 6). 

"Justified by His Blood" (Rom. 5: 9). 

"Redeemed . . . by the precious Blood" (1 Pet. 
1: 18). 

"Made nigh by the Blood" ... (EP.h, 2: 13). 

"Forgiven all trespasses" ( Col. 2: 13). 
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Thirdly, it asserts that Paul was mistaken when 
he mentioned that after his decease he would go 

home to be with the Lord. He said: 

"Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, 
which is far better" (Phil. 1: 23). 

And again: 

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord" 
(2 Cor. 5: 8). 

Did Paul mean that it was "far better" to be in 
the fires of Purgatory than to enjoy Christ in the 

flesh? Common-sense, apart from revelation, teaches 
otherwise. Is Christ in Purgatory? The thought 
is repulsive. Where is He? Why, in Heaven. Paul 

is there also. 

Fourthly, it gives power to men to permit souls 
to pass out of Purgatory-into "their eternal coun
try." Did not the Lord say: "I have the keys of 
Hell and death?" When did He resign His author
ity over persons in Hades? When did He give this 
power to a Pope or priest? 

Fifthly, it puts deliverance from pain, not only in 

the hands of sinful men, but at a price set by men. 

What a travesty of grace! Salvation is "Without 
money, and without price." One man who sought 

to purchase God's salvation brought upon his head 

the condemnation of the Apostle Peter (Acts 8: 20). 

And throughout the Bible there is not a suggestion 

that money can do anything to help departed ones. 

They are beyond human reach. 

This doctrine of Purgatory has certainlv been 

used by Rome to work terror into thP. souls of the 
serious, to intensify the power of the priest, and to 
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enrich the Roman Church. What a blessing to be 
delivered from such a system! 

"Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on 
Him, If ye continue in My word, then are ye My dis
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free" (John 8: 31, 32). 

"If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed" (John 18: 36). 

SLEEP OF THE SOUL 

The belief that the soul sleeps at death, and is 
altogether unconscious of either bliss or woe, is 
based upon the false assumption that the physical 
body is necessary to activity -and consciousness. 
Such a belief overlooks the truth that "God is a 
Spirit," and that "He maketh His angels spirits," 
yet we never speak of them as sleeping. We know 
that they are eternally active ·and conscious. Is 
there any reason why the spirit of -man should not 
function similarly after decease? 

It must be admitted that some passages speak of 
death as sleep. In all instances, however, the refer
ence is not to the soul, but to the body. It should 
also be noted, in the following passages, that they 
ref er only to saints, for sinners, that die in their 
sins, must suffer the penalty in full. How precious 
to think ,of saints sleeping! They rest, awaiting 
the first resurrection. (See Matt. 9: 24; John 11: 
11; 1 Cor. 11: 30; 15: 51; 1 Thess. 4: 14; 5: 10.) 

The fact that the spirits of the just do not sleep 
has often evoked the question : "Do the saints in 
heaven know what is going on in this world?" The 

question is difficult to answer since little is revealed 
about it,. but we may· assume that they know at 
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least one thing that takes place here. They know 
when a lost sheep is found by the Shepherd. This 
is the only reasonable interpretation of Christ's 
word: 

"Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that re
penteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons 
which need no repentance" (Luke 15: 7). 

In a Massachusetts city a young man confessed 
acceptance of Christ at the close of a Gospel service. 
The one to whom he confessed broke into tears and 
said: "I wish my dear wife were here now. How 
she would have rejoiced to see her prayers answered 
in your conversion. She prayed for this since the 
day you were born till. the day she went home to 
glory."' A brother standing near laid his hand 
upon the other's shoulder and said: "I am sure 
that your good wife knew about this conversion 
before we did. The Shepherd reported to all 
heaven's inhabitants that another sheep had been 
found." 

What our Lord revealed in Luke 16, when He 
spoke about Lazarus and the rich man, precludes 
any idea of sleep for the departed ones, whether 
saved or unsaved. Lazarus is seen in a state of 
comfort and happiness. The rich man is seen in a 
state of torment. Each man possessed all his fac
ulties. The man in Hell was able to think, see, 
hear, speak, remember, feel, protest, and pray. 
He was the same person there that he had been in 
the mortal body. 

To say that it would be "far better" for Paul to 
be unconscious of Christ's presence, peace, and 
power than to be conscious of them, is out of the 
question. It was his desire to have every hin-
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drance removed so that he could enjoy his Lord to 
the very full. Then again we could never say that 
it is "Home" to be absolutely unconscious of that 
lovely Saviour. Surely to be with Him is our hope! 

HEAVEN OR HELL 

The Christian belief as to the hereafter may be 
tersely stated. It is that every perso saved 
by grace will be with theLora;· and that every one 
who reJec s Christ ·as av1our will be punishecL.in. 

ell. Let us pursue these thoug ts further. 
From the historic incident related by the Lord 

Jesus about the rich man in hell we gather that tor
ment awaits those that die in their sins. Some 
object to this incident being taken literally and 
assert that it is only a parable. They tell us that 
the Jew is seen in the rich man, and the Gentile 
in the beggar. Once the Jew enjoyed all the divine 
favors, but now the tables have turned. The Gen
tile has been put into the place of blessing-Abra
ham's bosom-whilst the Jew is in torment, per
secuted in the world. The cry for mercy is refused. 
The great gulf speaks_ of that separation that can 
never be bridged. 

That this is an· irrational and unscriptural inter
pretation is patent in the light of the Roman 
Epistle. There we are told that both Jews and Gen
tiles are alike. They have sinned. They may be 
saved through faith in Christ, and when they are 
saved they become one Body in the Lord. So we 
dismiss such a fanciful, but anti-scriptural, inter
pretation. 
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Many people quibble over the expression "fire" as 
used for the punishment of the wicked. They look 
upon it as something symbolic and not literal. Well, 
be that as they say, we know that no symbol can 
be greater than the reality. The sign is always 

less than the thing signified. So if "fire" be but a 
symbol of the coming judgment how terrible the 
reality. To escape such a doom should enable us 
to rejoice. 

"There is no condemnation, 
There is no Hell for me: 

The torment and the fire 
Mine eyes shall never see." 

Cavilers there are who object to the expression 
"everlasting fire" for, they say, it is incompatible 
with divine benevolence and goodness. They argue 
that such drastic action lacks a strange sense of 
proportion. They cannot figure how God could 
punish a soul for ever for the sins of a few years. 
But they shut their eyes to the pungent words of 

Christ: 

"If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better 
for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye 
than having two eyes to be cast into hellfire: where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. For 
every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice 
shall be salted with salt" (Mark 9: 47-49). 

"We believe the Word of God most clearly and 
fully teaches the eternity of punishment. The word 
which is rendered 'everlasting' or 'eternal' occurs 
about seventy times in the New Testament." We 
shall give some examples. 

"To be cast into everlasting fire" (Matt. 18: 8). 
"That I may have eternal life" (Matt. 19: 16). 
"These shall go away into everlasting punishment" 

(Matt. 25: 46). 
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"The righteous into life eternal" (Matt. 25: 46). 
"Is in danger of eternal damnation" (Mark 3: 29). 
"The commandment of the everlasting God" (Rom. 

16: 26). 

"Punished with everlasting destruction" (2 Thess. 
1: 9). 

"In Christ Jesus with eternal glory'' ( 2 Tim. 2: 10). 

"Through the eternal Spirit" (Heb. 9: 14). 
"The promise of eternal inheritance" (Heb. 9: 16). 
"Suffering the vengeance of eternal fire" (Jude 7). 

"Now we are aware that the opposers of the doc
trine of eternal punishment endeavor to prove that 
the word 'everlasting' does not mean everlasting in 
the Greek; and this is one reason why we have 
quoted such a number of passages in which the 
Greek word 'aionjos' occurs, and in which the Holy 
Ghost applies it in such a variety of ways. The 
word is applied to the life which believers possess, 
to the salvation and redemption in which they re
joice, to the glory to which they look forward, to 
those mansions in which they hope to dwell, and 
to the inheritance which they expect to enjoy. More
over, it is applied to God and to the Spirit. If, 
therefore, it be maintained that the word everlast
ing when applied to the punishment of the wicked 
does not mean everlasting, w.hat security have we 
that it means everlasting when applied to the life, 
blessedness, and glory of the redeemed?" 

The Word of God leaves no loop-holes for escape. 
The unrepentant shall be "salted with fire." This 
means that the fire that burns is the fire that pre
serves. The bush in the wilderness burned and was 
not consumed. The three Hebrews were perfectly 
preserved in the fire, though, mystery of mysteries, 
the smell of the fire was not upon them. Ah, yes, 
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it is only too true that men shall suffer eternally 
should they die unforgiven. We are told that the 
men of Sodom and Gomorrha are: 

"Set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance 
of eternal fire" (Jude 7). 

This should silence all dissenting voices. Let us 
take God at His word. He knows what lies before 
the Christ-rejecter. In love He warns us to flee 
from the wrath to come. He bids us find refuge in 
His Son. Otherwise, doom is certain. 

"Call upon God, He hears no more! 
Call upon Death, 'tis dead! 

Ask the live lightning in its flight, 
The worm that never dies to smite, 

No weapon strikes its head: 
Thou livest, and must ever live, 

But life is now thy foe." 

HAPPINESS OF SAINTS 

Four instances are cited in the New Testament 
which should leave the believer with the utmost 
confidence about the future. They assure us where 
we shall be, should we be taken out of this world, 
in the intermediate state. 

The first instance is the word of Jesus to the re
pentant thief. We remember how this man humbly 
acknowledged his sinnership and the Saviourship 
of the Lord. This brought him into the divine favor 
immediately and for eternity. He must have real
ized the sweet sense of forgiveness, for, with a note 
of certainty, he said : 

"Lord, remember me, when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom." 
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The answer came back: 

"Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." 

Grace reigns supremely here. Forgiveness is 
granted in the last moments of life. A request to 
be remembered in the day when Christ sets up His 
kingdom is answered by the promise of Paradise 
that day. And so Jesus is found to be dead already 
when the soldiers come to Calvary. He had gone 
to welcome the pardoned one. This welcome He 
gives His own above. 

Paradise is the pleasure garden of our God. It 
surrounds His house of many mansions. Here is a 
scene of exquisite beauty, ecstatic delight, ever
lasting tranquillity, and perpetual fragrance. Here 
shall no tempter ever enter; no tree of knowledge 
of good and evil ever be planted; no human failure 
ever be experienced; and no sorrow or sighing ever 
be known. Here is where our God walks with His 
own in the blessedness of ineffable communion. Oh, 
the supernal delight of those there now-our loss, 
true, but their gain! 

WITH CHRIST 

The second instance concerns Stephen. He is the 
man with the shining face. The life surrendered to 
the Holy Spirit gave him this unique appearance. 
He reminds us of Moses whose face shone with the 
glory of God. 

Stephen is the first in a noble army of martyrs. 
He stood his ground for Christ till the last stone 
sent him into His presence. How marvelously he 
was sustained ! He caught a vision of his precious 
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Lnrd. This imparted a calmness as he passed 
through the troubled waters. He could afford to 

pray for his murderers. 

George Wishart imbibed Stephen's spirit and 

used his language in the throes of death. The 

scene was at St. Andrews, Scotland. The stake 

was erected before the Bishop's palace. Chain�, 

fire and faggots were prepared for the martyr. They 

tied his hands behind his back like a common crim
inal and put a chain around his waist and a rope 
around his neck. At the stake he fell upon his 

knees and said: "Oh, Thou Saviour of the world, 
have mercy upon me: Father in heaven, I commend 
my spirit into Thy hands." Then he prayed for 
his accusers and enemies, also for his brethren in 
the faith, when, the fire being lighted, he was 
quickly surrounded by the flames, and his body 
burned to ashes. 

What a change for these warriors ! One moment 
with their murderers; the next with their Lord. 
One moment suffering excruciating agony, the next 
enjoying rest. One moment in a world where Christ 
is hated, and they with Him; the next in a world 
where Christ is worshipped and adored. They now 
wait for the judgment-seat review when there shall 
be given them the martyr crown to wear. 

"Shall I be carried to the skies, 
On flowery beds of ease; 

While others fought to win the prize 
And passed through bloody seas?" 

HOME SWEET HOME 

The third instance introduces Paul telling us that 

at his departure he is going home. He had suffered 
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much for Christ. The outward man was perishing. 
He groaned for deliverance. He wanted to be with 
his Lord. 

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present (or home) 
with the Lord" (2 Cor. 5: 8). 

So the saints are "Home." This word "home" is 
perhaps the sweetest one in our English language. 
It carries with it so many lovely, precious thoughts. 

Let us think of four: 

Home tells us of relationship. This is where our 
Father dwells. This is where our brothers and 
sisters dwell. It is the family circle. No estrange
ment is known. No favoritism is manifested. We 
are one great happy family. Says John: 

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 
knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we 
know that wh�n He shall appear we shall be like Him; 
for we shall se� Him as He is" (1 John 3: 1-3). 

Home speaks of rest. It is the place where we 
return after the toils of the day are over. We feel 
we can recline and rest here. So, when all our work 
for the Lord is done down here, we shall go home 
to "rest from our labors." 

"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors; and their works do follow them" 
(Rev. 14: 13). 

H.ome suggests the thought of rejoicing. Here we 
are care-free. All worry is forgotten. We joy 
and rejoice in the fellowship. Outside this sphere 
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we may have our trials, cares and worries. So the 

apostle says : 

"Our conversation is in heaven, from whence also 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto His glorious body, according to the working 
whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Himself." 

Therefore 

"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, 
rejoice" (Phil. 8: 20, 21.; 4: 4). 

Home proclaims reunion. In the course of time 
children marry and go their way. How they look 
forward, however, to the time, perhaps Christmas 
or Easter, when they can all be together ·again! So, 
very soon the Lord shall come and we shall all be 
together. This is what Paul and Jesus reveal: 

"The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first; 
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thess. 
4: 16, 17). 

"In My Father's house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you l;lnto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14: 2, 8). 

How this longing for home should enable us to 

look upon this wor Id as a wilderness waste and 
wild I It should help us to be in reality "strangers 
and pilgrims." 

AN OCEAN OF -BLISS 

Finally, Paul describes a well-known sea scene 

when informing us about his departure from this 
world. 
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"I am in a strait betwixt two: having a desire to

depart, and to be with Christ, which is far better" 
(Phil. 1: 23). 

Here Paul sees a ship in the harbor at anchor. 
Presently the anchor lifts and the ship moves out 
with sails all set to catch the breeze. It ;makes its 
way to the ocean. It is no longer circumscribed 
within the narrow limits of a harbor. It reaches 
out to infinity. 

This described the apostle perfectly. He felt 
himself anchored within his body, greatly circum
scribed, but longed for the anchor to lift so that he 
might sail out into the ocean of infinite bliss. He 
was able to say: 

"Oh, if this glimpse of love 
Is so divinely sweet: 

What will it be, 0 Lord, above, 
Thy gladdening smile to meet? 

To see Thee face to face, 
Thy perfect likeness wear: 

And all Thy ways of wondrous grace 
Through endless years declare." 

To taste the sweets of the Saviour's love and to 
contact by faith "the land that is fairer than day," 
beget longings to be with Christ evermore. To see 
His lovely face; to bask in the sunlight of His love; 
to view His matchless glories; to sing with heaven's 
denizens His worthy praise; and to know that will 
be our portion for ever should truly make us 

"homesick for Heaven." And these things are the 
enjoyed portion of all that have died in the faith. 
We certainly do not wish them back. We gladly 
leave them with our Lord. We patiently wait to 
join them so that together we might praise our 
Sa vi our there. 

Maybe the Lord will not allow some of us to pass 
through the ordeal of death. He may come before-
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hand. Like Enoch and Elijah we may be caught 
away to heaven. Then shall we meet our loved 

ones gone before. Then shall we meet never more 
to part. Then shall we be with our adorable Lord 
for ever and ever. 

Should death overtake you, or should the Lord 
come today, how would you fare? Would you be 
ready? Would you pass from this world to glory 
above? Or, would you pass into the realm of judg
ment? We urge you to be sure about this thing. 
Trifle no longer with your eternal destiny. We call 
upon you to "take care of thy soul." 

"What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or, what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul?" (Matt. 16: 26). 

"What must I do to be saved?" you ask. 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 

be saved," God answers (Acts 16: 30, 31). 

"Passing onward, quickly passing; 
But I ask thee, Whither bound? 

Is it to the many mansions, 
Where eternal rest is found? 

Passing onward, passing onward, 
Tell me, sinner, whither bound? 

Passing onward, quickly passing; 
Time its course will quickly run; 

Still we hear the fond entreaty 
Of the ever-gracious One: 

Come and welcome, come and welcome, 
'Tis by Me that life is won." 
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