
NOTES OF ADDRESSES 

GIVEN AT TH 

SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE, 

©ctobet 17-21, 
1900. 

NEW YOEK: 
LOIZEAUX BROTHERS, BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT, 

63 Fourth Avenue. 

OAKLAND, CM,. : H. A. IRONSIDE, 717 Sixteenth Street, 





CONTENTS. 

Page 

T H E W A T E R , T H E BLOOD, AND THE SPIRIT 5 

T H E POT OF OTL A N D THK E M P T Y VESSELS " 17 

T H E S E A OF G A L I L E E A N D T H E F E E D I N G OF TJIH: MULTI¬ 

TUDE 28 

A B R A H A M ' S C H I L D R E N : AS T H E STARS OY H E A V E N , T H E 

DUST OF T H E E A E T H , A3FD T H E HAND UPON" T H E SEA¬ 

SHORE 41 

A D D I T I O N A L R E M A E K S 52 

S A L V A T I O N , AS A L E E AD Y POSSESSED ; As W O R K E D OUT ; 

AND AS WAITED FOR 57 

D A V I D ' S L A S T W O R D S A N D M I G H T Y M E N 6G 

T W I C E B L E S S E D 82 

L A W AND G R A C E CONTK.AST.ED 92 





THE WATER, THE BLOOD, AND THE SPIRIT. 

Address by P. /. Loizeaux. 

(Scripture read, 1 John v. 1-6.) 

J OHN, beloved friends, is the apostle of the family, and 
there we find therefore in a special way the relation¬ 
ship of Father and children. Peter speaks espe¬ 

cially of the experiences of these children along their 
wilderness journey, whilst Paul teaches the counsels of 
God concerning His children—the collective place He 
gives them in the different spheres in which He puts 
them. He points out to us what God had in His mind; 
reveals that to us, and the place which we have accord¬ 
ing to those thoughts of God, entirely regardless of our 
experiences; while our experiences are simply the pro¬ 
duct—that which flows from the measure of our appre¬ 
hension of those things. To illustrate this, take the 
heavens; the sun, the moon, the stars, the vast system 
above: they are built on such a perfect plan that men 
who have learned that plan can tell us, way ahead, just 
at what nick of time the moon will cover the sun. They 
have learned the plan, they understand the relations of 
each to each, and they get a true experience.' 

Again take a physician; what is his wisdom ? To 
learn how God has composed and made up man's 
body; how all the parts of that body act upon each 
other, so that if a certain part is sick he may know what 
it springs from and how to treat it. 
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So the apostle Paul gives us God's plan in things spiri¬ 
tual, a plan formed before the world was made; in view 
of which indeed He created the world, that this plan 
might be fulfilled. He chose us in Christ before the 
world was; all this vast world was created of God that 
He might get to Himself what He is getting now in His 
people. And so, !ike an engineer who is building a vast 
bridge, forms the plan, maps it all out beforehand, be¬ 
fore one single stone is laid or a piece of iron is cast, so 
also God has had a plan. What is called the truth is 
that plan,—and Paul is the chief instrument in the reve¬ 
lation of it. The rent in eternity which is called Time is 
the scene of God's operations in the fulfilment of this 
plan, but in eternity alone shall we see it all fulfilled, and 
the glory of it. Now it is faith only that sees it, because 
faith only receives the revelation of God. How blessed, 
beloved friends, to know the truth! What holy freedom is 
ours when, hearing and heeding the voice of God in His 
word, we fall in with Him in what He reveals. But this 
implies subjection—a humble mind, that of a little child, 
and readiness to walk in the path which the truth ap¬ 
points. And not only does the truth received in the 
heart produce freedom, but it produces worship. 

Gaze upon all the beauties of creation all around; see 
in them the might of the Creator's hand, and you become 
a worshiper of the Creator. So let faith once perceive 
the glories of the new creation revealed in the truth, and 
the worship which arises from it surpasses the other as 
the brightness of the sun surpasses that of the stars. 
Indeed it makes them all disappear. Jesus, beloved, is 
the centre of this new creation glory. 

As already mentioned, the apostle Paul is the instru-
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ment of this revelation. There we find that we who are 
the children of God in this dispensation—since the Lord 
Jesus went back to heaven and the Holy Spirit was sent 
down here—-are all formed into one body, the bride of 
Christ, whose home is to be in heaven with Christ, and 
His special companion throughout all the ages of eter¬ 
nity; that she is to inherit all things with Him, reign 
with Him when He reigns, as she now suffers with Him 
in her passage through this world, the scene of His 
sufferings and rejection. 

But in John, where our present lesson is, we find not 
that, but the revelation of what prepares us for that; not 
the external structure, so to speak, but the internal work 
of God; that in us which is the root of all—life from 
God Himself; bestowed upon us who believe; abiding in 
us and fitting us to enjoy God Himself and all that He 
enjoys. It is a real birth, the new birth, the impartation 
of eternal life, by which we are constituted " the children 
of God." We do not grow into this, though all true 
growth springs from this. It is an act of the sovereign 
grace of God, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ; 
never needs to be repeated, because it is the creation of 
God in Christ Jesus. It is of such importance that if a 
man has not this he cannot see the Kingdom of God; 
he cannot understand nor enjoy God, nor anything that 
is of God. A man put into heaven without this would 
flee out of it as fast as he could. The "outer darkness," 
terrible as it is, will be the only place where such wili 
find their proper abode. They have " loved darkness 
rather than light," and in the darkness they must now 
abide. 

Moreover, it is from this point alone that subjection to 
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God is found in man. Insubjection is the very essence 
of sin. In the gai'den of Eden God had put one tree, 
and said to man in substance, You are lord of everything 
1 have made; all is put under you, but you are under 
Me; I am your Lord, and that tree will remind you of it 
for I forbid you to eat of its fruit. In eating of it man 
virtually said, I will be subject to God no longer. This 
rebellion against God is the very root and nature of sin; 
it is in every child of Adam by very birth, and displays 
itself in all mankind. In the New Birth alone does man 
receive that nature which produces subjection to God, 
and this is practical holiness. In Christ we see absolute 
and perfect holiness, for in Him was nothing but absolute 
subjection to God. In thought, and word, and deed, He 
never deviated from His Father's will. He could say, 
" I came not to do my own will." "The word that I 
speak, I speak not of myself." " My meat and my drink 
is to do the will of Him that sent me." Beloved, accord¬ 
ing to the degree in which we who have been born of 
God return to that spirit of subjection to God, accord¬ 
ingly we are practically holy; it will not do for us to 
make great professions to holiness while perhaps we are 
insubject to the plainest statements of the word of 
God. 

We find, then, in John that which enables us to enjoy 
the things of the new creation, and to walk in a manner 
worthy of it. As the Me which we have in nature enables 
us to enjoy the things of earth, being suited to earth, so 
the life which we possess in Christ enables us to enjoy 
Christ and the things of Christ. God then has given us 
a new life, to enjoy these new things, and God's way of 
imparting that life is: "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
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the Christ, is born of God." Not, may hope to be, but he 
is. The eye is the means by which the light comes in; 
the moment I open my eye to the sun, the light has come 
in. So the moment I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the life has come in. It is the power of God, of course, 
the sovereign power of God to bring life into me; but it 
is through believing on Jesus. And so, beloved it is 
said, " These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that, believing, ye 
might have life through His name" (Jno. xx. 31). Faith 
in the Son of God is the appointed means through which 
God's Almighty power bestows eternal life upon a poor 
sinner. Sometimes in looking upon those whom I )ove, 
these words : "Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God" have terrified me. I said, I can¬ 
not help them to be born again; I am as helpless there as 
in creating a sun; it is impossible to me; to the almighty 
power of God therefore I must turn for my only hope, 
while untiringly holding up before them the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But how sweet this is: you cannot have faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ without being a possessor of eter¬ 
nal life. Nor is it any experience we may have passed 
through which is proof sufficient of such a possession. 
We have collateralproofs, such as love to the brethren, a 
change in our practical life, the witness of the Spirit witli 
our spirit etc., but we need incontrovertible proof for a 
matter of such eternal importance. If without being born 
again I cannot see the Kingdom of God, my soul needs 
proof that cannot be shaken before I can rest as to the 
matter. This we have in the word of God alone; "Who¬ 
soever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God." 
Is born. Just as I learn from my father and mother that 
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I was born of them, and am therefore their child, so 
do I learn from God that, believing in His Son Jesus 
Christ, I am born of Him and am therefore His child-
If I can trust my father and mother, surely God is far 
more worthy to be trusted, and on His own testimony 1 
can rest, and be forever at peace. 13ut the nature of that 
life is love, and so he goes on to say: "Everyone that 
loveth Him that begat, loveth him also that is begotten of 
Him," that is, every other child of God. 

The first expression of that life is toward God—always 
God first; if God is not first all is wrong; then the chil¬ 
dren of God. Our hearts go out to all that, like ourselves, 
are born of Him and love Him. We need but satisfactory 
marks of this birth in the confession of their lips and of 
their lives to draw our affections to them, no matter what 
sphere of social life they may hail from. The new-born 
babe is welcomed and loved in the family, not because of 
its virtues but because it is born there. But even "by 
this we know that we love the children of God, when we 
love God, and keep His commandments, for this is the love 
of God, that we keep His commandments, and His com¬ 
mandments are not grievous." Love, according to God, 
does not go beyond our faithfulness to God. There is 
no real blessing for the people of God save as we walk in 
His will, and so any deviation from the will of God to 
please any of the people of God is not love. In the 
measure in which we are bent on pleasing God, in that 
measure we serve each other, are useful to one another. 
If all the people of God were heartily subject to Him 
there would be perfect unity and love among them. Love 
and unity apart from that are no longer divine, and only 
a snare. If I am walking in in subjection to God, my 
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brethren walk in love and blessing to me in refusing to 
company with me. 

People will say sometimes, If you have such good 
things, come and mingle with us. We reply, If we do 
we cannot keep these good things; we lose them both 
for ourselves and for you. Mere love to you therefore 
demands that we walk apart from you that we may be 
able to keep the things which are for the blessing of both 
you and us. To be " a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and 
meet for the Master's use," we must be free from all that 
displeases God. This, of course, will be with sorrow, and 
therefore it will not make us hard to one another; it will 
not make us throw stones at God's people with whom we 
ma}' not be able to walk. Oh, no ! T believe from all my 
soul that the throwing stones at God's people, no matter 
in what error they may be, is never of God. We may be 
thoroughly unable to walk with them because we have to 
condemn the things they are in to maintain the truth, but 
we are to maintain it in such a way as to convince them 
that it is conscience with us and not human will. 

Now we are told that, "Whosoever is born of God 
overcometh the world; and this' is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that over¬ 
cometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God?" It is a wonderful thing to be able to 
overcome a world like this through which we are passing. 
It is away from God, and full of things—arrangements, 
organizations, societies, pleasures—which spring out of 
its estrangement from God. Faith in Jesus the Son of 
God brings us back to God, reconciles us to Him, de¬ 
stroys the enmity which sin had produced in our hearts. 
By this very thing it strikes the death blow to our con-
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nection with the world and with all those things in the 
world which have grown out of the world's alienation 
from God. The world in that condition cannot, of course, 
trust God. But to trust God is the very nature and de¬ 
light of faith. Faith is so thoroughly at home with God 
that it thrives best where there is even nothing to show 
that what God says is true. As it is natural to the new 
life to love God and His people, so it is natural to faith 
to trust God in all that He has to say. Beloved, the 
more faith is in activity in us, the more we shall be able 
to trust ourselves in God's hands, and the more it will 
separate us from all the schemes, and inventions, and 
arrangements which this world has brought about to give 
itself security and rest without God. The Son of God 
who has come from His Father to redeem us at great 
cost, has thereby brought us into acquaintance with His 
Father, who is our Father too, now. We can call Him that 
in fullest confidence, and there is not a detail in the 
sweet relation of Father and child for which we may not 
trust Him. Christians ask, Is this wrong? Is that 
wrong? Ask, rather, Is it according to faith? Is it in 
keeping with this blessed tie which exists between your 
soul and God ? How many puzzling questions are an¬ 
swered by this! And how impossible to have one un¬ 
derstand this who does not know this blessed tie. Such 
will call our path fanaticism, but God calls it faith, by 
which we overcome the world. 

All this that we have been speaking of is connected 
with Christ as "come by water," that is the effect of the 
word of God in us by the power of the Spirit; the cleans¬ 
ing by the new birth, the internal work of God, that 
which makes us "clean every whit" in His eye, and is 
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the root principle of everthing that is pleasing to God in 
our daily life. But we are told now that Jesus Christ is 
He who came " not by water only, but by water and 
blood," The question of the disposal of sin must sooner 
or later become an all-important subject to every soul 
that is born of God, and Christ come by blood is God's 
remedy for this. 

Israel cried to God in the land of Egypt; their bond¬ 
age had become intolerable; but their bondage was the 
result of their sins, and so, before they can be freed from 
the bondage, their sins must be disposed of. To that 
end a lamb was set apart, slain, and the blood applied 
upon the door of each house. God had found a ransom 
in that blood for all the sins of the people, and therefore, 
He declared that wherever He saw the blood on the 
door all who were behind it were safe. Faitli took Him 
at His word; it reasoned thus, IE God is so perfectly 
satisfied with the blood of that lamb that He pronounces 
us all free from judgment, what or whom have we to fear? 
And their fear was gone; their conscience was free ; not 
one of their many, many sins could be brought to their 
charge; the angel of death might pass and repass; their 
judgment had been executed on the lamb ; the blood of 
that lamb on their door was the token of it, and the word 
of their God affirmed their absolute security behind it. 
Beloved, we have no difficulty to apply all this, have we ? 
How good of our God to have taken pain to give us all 
these types and shadows in which we learn of His grace 
in our Lord Jesus Christ as we could not otherwise learn. 
Through the blood of Christ our conscience is perfectly 
free from all sense of the guilt which oppressed it. John 
does not develop this great question, nor the great ques-
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tion of the sin which still dwells in every child of God. 
It is Paul to whom this is committed, and who settles it 
so fully in his epistle to the Romans, His first two 
chapters in that epistle are devoted to showing the guilti¬ 
ness of all mankind—all under sin, the whole world as 
brought in guilty before God, no one that is righteous, no 
one that is good, no one therefore that can be admitted 
before God on the principle of wrorks. Chaps, iii. and 
iv. with part of chap. v. unfold how that, by the propitia¬ 
tion which Christ lias made by His blood, all that be¬ 
lieve are cleared of all their sins and are accepted of 
God. Then after that he goes on showing how God 
frees His people from all the bondage of sin and law, 
that they may go on happily in His company, serving in 
holy liberty, just like the people of Israel after the ques¬ 
tion of their guilt was settled by the blood on their doors, 
God now opened the Red Sea to let them out of the 
hands of Pharaoh into His own. So we whose sins have 
been put away by the blood of Jesus, we have also died 
in the death of Jesus, and through it passed out from 
under the dominion of sin and of law, henceforth to be 
the Lord's free men that we may bring forth fruit to God, 
and serve Him in newness of life. All this culminates in 
the eighth chapter where the believer has learned that he ' 
is in Christ, that the Spirit dwells in him, and that God 
is for him. If lie is in Christ, he is no longer in Adam; 
if the Spirit is in him he has a power superior to the 
flesh which is still in him also; if God is for him, who or 
what can prevail against him ? Thus set free, delivered 
from the power of all his enemies, he can go on peacefully 
with God, occupied henceforth with the interests of his 
Lord and Master, living no more unto himself but unto 
Christ, who died for him and rose again. 
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All this, and vastly more, we find in Paul,—-not in 
John, in detail. John speaks of the great facts, it is Paul 
who develops them and explains them. John takes the 
great elements of the O)d Testament and introduces them 
into the New. You know water, blood, and oil were the 
three great elements used to fit the priestly family for the 
presence and service of God. We have already spoken of 
the first two, how they speak of the action of the word of 
God in us, and of the blood of Christ for us. We have 
now but the oil to look at, that is the Spirit, and we shall 
have seen God's way in making us—the real priestly 
family—fit for His real presence in heaven and for His 
service both here and in heaven. 

"I t is the Spirit that bearetb. witness, because the 
Spirit is truth." First of all we have that witness to us 
in the Word itself. "All Scripture is given by inspira¬ 
tion of God" (2 Tim. iii. 16). "Holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. i. 21). 
"Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for 
after he had said before," etc. (Heb. x. 15) quoting what 
He had caused to be written already. A man taught of 
the Spirit therefore hears and submits to the Scriptures. 
They are the written truth as Christ is the living truth, 
and the Spirit, who is truth, bears witness in them from 
end to end—in Moses and Jonah as truly as in John and 
Paul. 

Then when we have received the witness of the Spirit 
to us in the word of God, we have His witness in us-— 
He "bears witness with our spirit, that we are the chil¬ 
dren of God" (Rom. viii. 16), and in ver. 10 of our chap¬ 
ter, " He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself." We honor God's word in receiving 
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His testimony concerning His Son Jesus Christ, and God 
now honors us in communing with us and filling us with 
the sweetest assurances. Christianity is not a cold creed 
filling our heads, nor a lot of foolish fancies in proud or 
diseased minds, but a God of love who has revealed 
Himself to us in our Lord Jesus Christ and captivated 
our hearts by the revelation. 

Finally we have the witness of the Spirit by us. Ac¬ 
quainted with this precious grace we can go through the 
length and the breath of the earth preaching the gospel 
" by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven." " So 
they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto 
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. And 
when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of 
God" (Acts xiii. 4). "But he (Stephen) being full of 
the Holy Ghost" proclaims the glories of Christ in the 
very jaws of death (Acts vii.). How unworthy, beloved, 
we surely are of such honors from God, Yet this is what 
He does. He picks up poor sinful men and women as 
He found you and me. He cleanses them by the wash¬ 
ing of water through the Word, He justifies them by the 
blood of Jesus, He anoints us by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, He consecrates us by filling our hearts with the 
virtues of His Son Jesus Christ, He receives the praise 
and worship of our grateful hearts, and He sends us thus 
freighted with good things to bless our fellows. May we 
keep near to Him, waiting upon Him, so as to be kept 
fresh in the enjoyment of His grace and not grow weary 
nor ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, although we 
meet with increasing unconcern and rebuff as the apos¬ 
tasy conies on apace. 
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A Gospel Address by P. J. Loizeaux. 

Read vers. 1-" of 2 Kings iv. 

THE Old Testament, dear friends, is what we might 
term the picture gallery of the New Testament. 
You know what pictures are for : when we cannot 

possibly explain what we mean, when we are talking, for 
instance, to children, and we cannot make them under¬ 
stand just exactly what we would like to tell them, we 
draw a picture, and that tells the story better than words. 
Suppose I were to tell you how my child looks, I might 
describe him never so well and yet I dare say you might 
not be able to pick him out of a hundred other children ; 
but if I got a good photograph of him, and gave it to 
you, and said, That is my child, you would have no 
difficulty. And so, beloved, there are lots of things so 
beautiful, so profound, so precious, in the things of God, 
that, because of our inability, He could not tell them to 
us in words, and so He tells them to us in pictures. The 
Old Testament, as we have just said, is the picture gal¬ 
lery of the New. Every truth of the New is, I believe, 
illustrated in the Old, and not only illustrated but intensi¬ 
fied by many fine details in the picture which could not 
be told in the doctrine. But it is by the light which 
shines from the New Testament that we are enabled to 
see the beauty of the pictures in the Old. Thus they 
perfect each other, while dependent also on each other. 

Let us now turn to one of these pictures,—the one 
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which we have just read,—and see how simply and 
beautifully it speaks to us of a great essential truth of the 
New Testament. The presence of the prophet has re¬ 
vealed a poor widow there. We would never have heard 
about her and about her condition and circumstances ex¬ 
cept the prophet of the Lord had gone there; so, it is the 
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in this world which 
has brought out the real condition and circumstances in 
which mankind is found. 

When the prophet arrives she cries to him and breaks 
out with all her tale of woe. Why? Because there is a 
kindness in him that gives her confidence and a hope of 
relief. Was there ever a man that drew out the woes of 
mankind like Jesus, that great and perfect Prophet of the 
Lord? Why, the lame, the blind, the deaf, the palsied, 
the leprous, the sinners and publicans gathered everywhere 
in multitudes about Him. They crawled out of all their 
hiding-places and so pressed upon Him at times that He 
had not so much as time to eat. Why? Some of you 
know why, for I know some of you here have thus 
crowded about Him; and if / had not, and bad not ob~ 
tained what made me come to Him, I am sure, my friends, 
I would not be standing here to-night to address you, for 
we are not here to entertain you, but so to set the Saviour 
before you that you too may feel your need of Him. 

Death has parted this poor woman from her husband, 
and this, therefore, is this poor widow's first outcry to 
the prophet. My friends, whatever other things we 
may have to consider, the condition we are in before 
God is the first thing. Men are "dead in trespasses and 
sins"—that is separated, alienated from God. In Scrip¬ 
ture death is never cessation of existence : if it is physical 
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death that is spoken of it is but the separation of soul 
and hody for a time—until the resurrection. There is a 
resurrection—a bringing to life again of the bodies—both 
of the just and of the unjust; so you see physical death 
is not extinction. 

If it is spiritual death, it is that separation between 
God and man which sin has effected. Thus the apostle 
in writing to the Epbesians could say to them, "And ye 
who were dead in trespasses and sins"; they were no 
longer spiritually dead, they had been brought back to 
God in Christ. But I only speak of this by the way, on 
account of the awful amount of heretical teaching that is 
around everywhere; teaching which makes out man to be 
but a superior animal; which destroys in him the sense 
of responsibility to God, and is no doubt largely respon¬ 
sible for the appalling increase of crime and the awful un¬ 
concern for eternal things. What an awful world this is, 
growing in evil as it turns more and more away from the 
Saviour who alone can show them their true state, and 
deliver ("hem out of it. And if it is progressing in evil, 
making this world a place of misery, what will the fire of 
hell be? O friends, what an opportunity is still yours 
to-day! Jesus in loving grace still bids you draw near. 

But tlie poor widow proceeds: she is not only a widow, 
but in debt as well, and merciless justice demands that 
her two sons go now into bondage to pay the debt. So, 
wherever you Jock, whether few or Gentile, you find men 
not only alienated from God—separated from God by 
virtue of their condition—but also guilty by virtue of 
their many sins and violations of conscience. You here 
to-night who are still unconverted, you know this is true, 
do you not? You know you are guilty before God. 
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Well what has justice to say to you ? Can God's justice 
let you pass after telling us what we ought to do, and 
what we ought not to do? God's law adds, "Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them." You have • 
not done them and you yet hope to escape the curse ? 
Let me tell you, you do not yet know God's inflexible 
justice. You hope to pay up those terrible debts with a 
few penances, a few good works, a few what nots ? You 
are deceived by Satan. He knows well that will not do, 
but he lulls you in that cradle of false hope to deceive you. 
You know the sum and substance of the law is perfect 
love, to God and to man. Is there one of you here who 
would dare to say, I have loved God to-day with all my 
heart, my soul, my strength, and my mind? or I have 
loved my neighbor as thyself? I have heard some peo¬ 
ple blind enough sometimes to say that, but when they 
are put to the test, they never fail to come out like that 
counterfeit piece of money in the hands of the assayer. 

So, then, the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ has re¬ 
vealed,—brought out this fact,-—-that there is not one of 
us that is righteous; "no, not one"; that there is no 
man born of woman but what is a poor sinner by nature, 
and a guilty sinner by practice ; a poor sinner by nature, 
needing to be born again, therefore; and a guilty sinner 
by practice, needing to be forgiven of God. Two things 
he needs: to have a new life, and to he justified from ail 
his iniquities; this is just what our picture brings out. 

But now it is the prophet who opens his mouth; 
and see what he says to this poor widow : "What shall 
I do for thee? tell me." That is not like much that goes 
for gospel to-day, is it ? Listen to these Mormon 
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"elders " in your streets: Be baptized they say, and obey 
us in what we tell you to do. Keep the Sabbath, says 
the Adventist, and give us the tenth of all you have. Do 
penance, says another, and say so many prayers. Give to 
the poor, says still another, and do all the good works 
you can. And so on and on. They all set the poor 
widow at producing something with which to pay her 
debts and all leave her in her misery. But "the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give His life a ransom for many." 'To give, mind you* 
not to get. And to give what? His life a ransom for 
many. The sinner's case is a sad one indeed; it calls 
for unfeigned repentance. Hut Jesus came not to require 
anything of them for their debts. He came to pay the 
debt Himself, and to pay it in full. Justice had saidj 
"Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them," 
and most assuredly therefore is every sinner cursed. 
But "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us." 

Justice in itself can have no mercy; it is cold and im¬ 
passive as the very tables of stone upon which its code 
was written. If violated it knows only punishment. 
You know Justice is represented as blindfolded, holding a 
pair of balances in one hand and a sword in the other. 
Well, God is not all justice, blessed be His Name, else 
our case were hopeless; yet He is just, and if I, the sin¬ 
ner, cannot pay my debt, another must. That other, is 
none less than the Son of God Himself. He is nailed to 
the cross, our sins are laid on Him, He suffers the agony 
of their penalty, drinks the cup of wrath to the dregs, 
and in infinite joy cries out, " It is finished." Yes, 



2 2 NOTES OF ADDRESSES. 

friends, the work is done, the debt is paid, the curse has 
been borne, and now as a result hear the wonderful dec¬ 
laration : "God is just, and the ju stifle r o£ him which 
believeth in Jesus." I pray you read carefully the; third 
chapter of Romans when you get alone and see there in 
full how justice is satisfied and the poor sinner saved 
who believes in Jesus. All this tells with no uncertain 
sound the love that actuated our Saviour in coming into 
this world. 

I believe it is of this finished, completed work of 
Christ that the prophet's words speak when he adds, 
"What hast thou in the house?" That is, it is not 
something the Saviour has yet to do to save us, but is 
already done, already there before us. "Not anything " 
answers the poor widow, '-save a pot of oil." This "pot 
of oil" is "grace and truth" which "came by Jesus 
Christ." How many talk of this grace who know no 
more what it means than this woman knew what was in 
that pot of oil. They have yet to learn, as she had, that 
wonders are in it if faith only be connected with it. It 
will make her rich enough not only to pay all her debt, 
but give her a good living all the way ahead. Hear all 
this expressed in plain enough statements •. " Be it known 
unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
man [Jesus] is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; 
and by Him, all that believe are justified from all things 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses" 
(Acts xiii. 38, 39). Again: "For by grace are ye saved, 
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God : not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. ii. 
S, 9). It does not say, By faith and works, does it? It 
says, By grace, through faith,—not of works. Coiild words 
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be plainer? I tell you what, No man in the glory of 
God above, will ever say that his works had anything; to 
do with liis being there. He gets there by the sovereign 
grace, the free gift of God, bestowed upon him through 
faith in Jesus, because Jesus has done all the work re¬ 
quired for it. 

That pot of oil then, is a beautiful picture of the grace 
of God that brings salvation to man, in his dire need. O, 
friends, what grace is this that thus stoops to man in 
such need! that brings him salvation when lost; that 
washes him from al) his guilt, and declares him clean; 
that opens the gates of heaven to him, and says, There is 
your portion; there is your inheritance; your title is 
clear to it all by the blood of the Lamb; you are yet 
down here, but up there where Christ is is your place: 
"God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love where¬ 
with He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace are ye 
saved) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus; that in the 
ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 
grace, in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus" 
(Eph. ii. 4-7). 

All that is wanted for this blessed "pot of oil" is 
empty vessels. So the prophet sends her borrowing 
empty vessels—" not a [cw," he says. The heart of God 
is great. People sometimes limit God, and say He has 
provided salvation only for so many, and therefore wants 
only so many. It is not true. He has provided salva¬ 
tion for all. Therefore He invites all, desires all, gladly 
welcomes all who come. The only hindrance is on 
man's side; none on God's side. I will give plenty 
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of Scripture passages to anyone who may doubt these 
assertions. 

Of course, if man neglects or despises this great salva¬ 
tion he only adds a worse sin to all his former ones and 
inexorably seals his own doom. 

There was a feature required concerning these vessels, 
and only one'. they had to be empty vessels—vessels 
which came to the pot of oil to get, and not to give. I 
assure you it is no easy thing now-a-days to find empty 
vessels; there is no end of vessels, but they all have 
something in them : " A piece of ground," "five yoke of 
oxen," " a wife" anything to satisfy them and excuse 
themselves from the need of salvation. Others are com¬ 
ing on by-and-by when they get move love for God in 
their heart, when they feel more holy, when they have 
repented more, when they have done more good works to 
offset the bad ones. Few and far between are they who 
sincerely say, 

"Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou hid'st mo come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come." 

Friends, are there any of you such empty vessels here 
to-night that we may borrow for this blessed end? Any 
one of you who realizes he is lost, ruined, hopeless, help¬ 
less, guilty and vile in God's holy eye? That he has 
nothing to bring to God by which to recommend himself, 
and has lost all hope of ever having anything to bring? 
Then you are just the vessel we have come here to bor¬ 
row that we may bring you in contact with the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The pot of oil is still flowing. 
If it had ceased flowing, there would be no gospe!-
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preaching here to-night; the fact that there is, is proof 
sufficient that the pot of oil is still flowing; it is yet the 
day of grace; it is yet the day of salvation. How soon 
will it stop flowing ? I do not know, but oh let me tell you 
it is dangerous to wait; this is the time now\ the day of 
salvation is now; the day of grace is to-day; Oh that men 
could, that they would take in the situation, and value 
the opportunity which is theirs now. To-morrow they 
may find the door shut, and an eternal darkness staring 
them in the face. 

Are you not conscious of being guilty? Are you not 
conscious of deserving the judgment of God? Do you 
not realize that if you were brought before God as you 
are, you would be condemned sure ? Then come now, 
touch that blessed Saviour, take Him as your own Sa¬ 
viour; your own sins it was that brought Him to that 
cross. Ah, when I realized that, that I myself was the 
man who brought Jesus to that cross, where He cried out 
in agony, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me ! " I broke down ; I was conquered ; I could not re¬ 
sist love like that any more Oh love beyond degvee, 
that God's own Son should stoop down from heaven's 
throne to Calvary's shame and anguish, to save the like 
of you and me ! What a Saviour! 

Alas, the hour came when "there was not a vessel 
more." So the flowing of this great love and mercy of 
God is going to stop because empty vessels can no more 
be found. I am aware there is a good deal of talk abroad 
about "the world for Christ," and the wonderful spread 
of Christianity, but the Christianity they have before 
their minds is not the Christianity of God ; it is a sort of 
civilization, grown out of Christianity, but not it. It does 
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not call men to repentance; it leaves out the necessity of 
the new birth, of the washing of guilt by the blood of 
the Lamb. That which searches man, which brings him 
face to face with a sin-hating God and makes him 
plead for the mercy of God, is left out. By such a Chris¬ 
tianity the sow may be washed as white as a sheep, but 
it is a sow still; there has been no work of the Holy 
Spirit within. Such a Christianity is very popular; it 
does not humble man; it but makes Pharisees out of 
publicans; it is an abomination to God, and in due time 
He will manifest it. But those "old-fashioned" conver¬ 
sions, as people who know what real conversion is, call 
them, how rare they have become. The end of the day 
of grace is near. The coming again of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, so long forgotten but now revived, is at hand. 
Make haste, unsaved one, make haste; your time is short. 

But, one word more. The prophet says to the woman, 
"Thou shalt set aside that which is full." Those full 
vessels-—those saved people, no longer belong where 
they belonged. They are "set aside." To whom? For 
whom? "To Him who died for them, and rose again," 
and for His pleasure and purpose. If you have pur¬ 
chased an object it is yours, is it not? It is for your use 
and purpose, is it not? You have a right to it. Well, 
none has a right over the people of God but the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He has paid enough for us, has He not 
my brethren ? He lias a good right to His redeemed 
people. He alone has the right to say what He wants to 
do with them; how they are to conduct themselves for 
Him while He leaves them here, and what path they are 
to tread. He says, "They are not of the world, as I am 
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be separate." He "gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a 
peculiar [special] people, zealous of good works." 

Beloved brethren, is He getting His rights in us? Is 
He having His own way? Do we sincerely advise with 
Him first of all as to anything in our own course ? Do 
we in truth own that we are not our own? are we gov¬ 
erned by that fact? Young brother, you seek a wife; 
are you seeking her at your Lord's hand first? Young 
sister, you are about to put your hand in another's and 
say, It is yours; have you the conscious sanction of the 
One who has first and chief claim on you? One of you 
is about to go into a business-partnership ; is it an 
equal yoke? You know your Lord forbids unequal yokes. 
Maybe you have but lately been saved, and you are now 
seeking the company of Christians which suits you best. 
Who are you that you should have your own pleasure in 
this? Learn then that you have no light to enter any 
company till your Lord has taught you, by the truth, 
where you belong. This may be a much slower and 
more painful process than to choose for yourself, but 
time and eternity too will reveal the different results. 
We might mention much more, but let this suffice. If 
we would be "vessels unto honor, sanctified, meet for the 
Master's use, and prepared unto every good work," the 
only way is, devotedness to our Lord. Beloved, may this 
be true of you, and of me. 



THE SEA OF GALILEE, AND THE FEEDING 
OF THE MULTITUDE. 

Address by B. C. Greenman. 

(Jolm vi. 1-35, 52-57, and 60-71.) 

ONE beautiful thing that marks this Gospel is, that we 
so often find an incident that happened in the life 
of our Lord upon earth, and then we are not left 

to guess its spiritual meaning. He tells us what that 
incident has to say to us—its moral relation to us ; how 
those things that pertained to Him in that wonderful 
pathway amongst men have an eternal relation to our 
souls. The Lord Jesus Christ came down to this world 
to be the perfect manifestation of God to men, and to 
win poor, weary souls to trust Him, and to do so, He 
brings those blessed things of God down to our appre¬ 
hension. If He were amongst us now, he would not be¬ 
wilder us with some great words; we could understand 
Him ; He would talk to us of the common-place things 
of our lives; He would speak to our souls by the food 
we eat, by the water we drink, by the incidents of the 
way, so that no one, for lack of apprehension, could fail 
to understand what He is teaching. He appeals to the 
need that is in man's heart, and so His appeal is unto all. 

In the fourth chapter of this Gospel He sits beside 
Jacob's well, and from there He speaks of living water, 
which, if a man drink, it " will be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life." And so, again and 
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again, we find all the way through, the Lord Jesus Christ 
is associated in His very circumstances with the need 
that moved His heart; His divine compassion went out to 
the souls of men. 

This chapter begins with telling us that the Lord Jesus 
"went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias." 
Is there any special interest to us, just to know the geo¬ 
graphical position of the Lord Jesus Christ, when He 
spoke these words ? Why, do you think, God notes a 
point like that—just where He was when He spoke these 
words? He was at the sea of Galilee, which is the sea 
of Tiberias. What can that have to say to us? What 
relation have we to the sea of Tiberias? 

The Lord Jesus Christ is about to show Himself as 
the reliever of man's need; He is about to stand out in 
the face o£ an appalling need that turned back the hearts 
of the disciples ; and He is present there in His grace to 
meet all the need. He has compassion, and His heart 
moves His hand. 

"The sea of Galilee "—can anyone remember anything 
about that? Where did our Lord Jesus Christ step out 
upon His mission of love ? We read in the early part of 
Matthew's Gospel (iv. 12-16) He began to minister in 
Galilee; He started in the north of that land; in the 
place of least repute—a place that had no dignity about 
it; not in the temple, but in "Galilee of the Gentiles." 
He has come in grace as the Shepherd of Israel accord¬ 
ing to His own words, to seek "the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel." 

Our Lord Jesus, in the first putting of His hand to 
this marvelous work, had come down to " set at liberty 
them that were bound, to give recovery of sight to the 
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blind, to heal the broken-hearted, and preach the gospel 
to the poor." He had come with His credentials in His 
hands ; to reveal God to man, and bring man back to 
God. The curse of a broken law was upon Israel's head. 
The law which God gave them had been broken ; the 
prophets who came to lay their sins upon their con¬ 
sciences had been stoned; and if they had done all this, 
then where must His Son commence? He must com¬ 
mence outside the limits of the land, as they knew it—in 
what they called " Galilee of the Gentiles." The term 
"Galilee" itself is significant. It is the same word at the 
root, I am told, as the word Gilgal, a word which signi¬ 
fies something that goes around — a wheel or circuit. 
God had waited in patient grace; He had sent those 
people to school; for 4000 years He had been testing 
and proving man in them. He gave them a law, and be¬ 
fore they received it from the hands of the Law-giver, they 
danced around the golden calf; the sons of Aaron offered 
strange fire before the Lord; He sent them prophets, 
and they stoned them ; He gave them kings, and those 
kings led them into idolatry ; and now, so to speak, God 
drains the treasury of heaven upon them. He says, I 
will exhaust all that I have, to see if man's heart can be 
reached by anything; I have yet one Son; I will send 
Him ; it may be they will reverence My Son. How 
humanly He speaks! He knew they would not receive 
Him, but that the cross of shame would be given His 
beloved Son. In order that man shall not say that any¬ 
thing has not been tried, God tried His best to reach 
man's hard heart; and they said, "This is the heir, 
come, let us kill Him, and the inheritance shall be ours." 
Thus it is that our Lord starts from Galilee. The circuit 
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of His grace rolled round. At last,—that God who 
preached the gospel in Eden, who declared He is a 
Saviour-God from the beginning, who preached the 
gospel before to Abraham saying, "In thee shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed"—He steps out before 
this people to .say, Here I am present in My grace to 
save you; will you receive it? That is what is meant 
by the Lord Jesus Christ starting in Galilee; the circuit 
o{ divine love has rolled around, and here is this plen¬ 
teous redemption for that erring people, if they were only 
ready to receive it. Eut were they? They were not! 
Where did they put the King when He came? On a 
cross ! And, beloved, what does this tell? It tells what 
our Lord Jesus Christ announces as He goes to the cross, 
" new is the judgment of this world." What does that 
mean? The trial is over. The last that God can do, is 
done. He has given all that love can give, and if anything 
can be got out of man, it must be first put into him. 

To illustrate what grace is:—It is told of one of the 
queens of England, that a person who one day had access 
to her court, was seen creeping up to her, having a dag¬ 
ger concealed on her person, and was arrested; upon 
this, she tore the mask from her face, and said, "You 
see, I am a woman and I came to assassinate the queen." 
The queen took a deep interest in this strange person, 
and as the woman had dropped at her feet, she asked 
her, "What judgment should I pronounce upon you for 
such a deed?" The culprit looked up; hope came to 
her, and she said; " Do you ask me as the queen or as 
the judge?" " I am the queen," was the reply. "Then, 
pardon me in thy mercy" said the culprit. But the queen 
of England did not understand grace, did not know the 
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depth of its meaning, and so inquired: "If I pardon you, 
if I give you back your forfeited life, then what guaran¬ 
tee will I have that you will not again attempt my life." 
The woman replied, "Grace that hath conditions, grace 
that is fettered by precautions is no grace." The result 
was that the queen forgave her on the spot, and turned to 
her courtiers to say, " I have been taught such a lesson 
this day as I trust I shall not forget," 

"Grace that hath conditions is no grace." Those were 
memorable words. Grace takes no knowledge of after 
things in us, of nothing but present need. It does not 
ask, "What will you promise for the future?" it does not 
notice your excuses for the past; it knows but one thing: 
you are lost and need salvation, and as such there is 
grace for you. If you can say, I have earned a title to 
the judgment of God, the Lord Jesus Christ says, I have 
earned a title to the salvation of God, and you can have 
it as a gift of grace on the spot. "Grace that is fettered 
by precautions, is no grace." Well, the queen of Eng¬ 
land forgave her; and what did the culprit do? She 
loved the queen. She received back her forfeited life, 
and blessed the queen for it and remained her fast friend 
forever after. If such be grace, is it not worthy to be 
listened to? 

The i-ord Jesus Christ is at the sea of Galilee. We 
may expect much there, because He always chose these 
places suitable to the occasion. He is in the place which 
expresses grace as preached to a people who sat in dark¬ 
ness, in the region of the shadow of death. If they 
were sitting in darkness, plainly they were not looking far 
on; they were not only in darkness, but hopeless there, 
except foe His grace that sought them ! 
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If any here have turned over new leaves, have tried to 
do better, and are no better; if any here have made 
promises they have never kept, and are losing hope, the 
grace of God can meet you there, as you are, and where 
you are, and save you. 

The "sea of Tiberias." How came it that in the land 
which God called His, a sea bears the name of a 
Roman emperor? It betokened His people in a state of 
slavery. First of all as we have seen they needed grace, 
because they were in hopeless darkness; secondly they 
needed liberty, because they were in bondage. 

And now further on it says, " And the passover, a 
feast of the Jews, was nigh." The passover feast above 
all others proclaimed the grace ot God, and yet here it is 
called no longer the feast of Jehovah, but "a feast of the 
Jews." Why? The heart had gone out of it; it was 
now only an empty thing—their feast— God had lost His 
place in it. They used it to keep conscience quiet, as 
many do now with the externals of religion, and thus lull 
their souls to sleep, and keep the question of eternity in 
the distance. Instead of facing the question, How do I 
stand with this God against whom I have been a rebel? 
Are the sins I have committed forgiven? Are they 
covered by the blood of Christ, so that they will never 
come up in eternity?—they go on hoping at the last to 
come out all right. 

The Lord looks down from where He sat with his 
disciples, up on a mountain,—a place of privilege. A 
mountain in Scripture is always that. In the Gospel of 
Matthew you will find seven mountains before our Lord's 
resurrection, and one after; in every place, He is with 
His people—a picture of the place which in grace they 
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occupy with Him. He is above the world, and they 
with Him too. But to show His grace to sinners, He 
leaves the mountain, and goes down to the plain, down 
where sinners are; there the grace of God meets them in 
their need. He came down to where the crowd was that 
needed Him. He turns to one of His followers, and 
says: Philip, whence shall we buy bread that these may 
eat? Do you think he wants Philip to be the saviour? 
No, He wants Philip to know his Saviour better. Christ 
can save without us; He needs no preaching in order to 
it; but, blessed be His name, He calls His Philips to 
Hi.s side yet and says, Look upon these souls who know 
Me not; He wants to move our hearts with the compas¬ 
sion that is in His and thus associate us with His inter¬ 
ests. 

Philip looked upon the crowd, and his heart failed him 
in view of it, as ours may often do as we see men clutch¬ 
ing A lie in their right hands, and going down to the pit. 

But the Lord Jesus has another disciple—Andrew; he 
does not look at the greatness of the crowd, but at the 
smallness of the supply. Andrew is the man that brings 
the lad to Jesus; he says, "Lord, there is a lad here 
which lias five barley loaves and two small fishes, but 
what are they amongst so many." They were no good 
in the lad's hands, but of great good in the Master's 
hands. 

We may look at how little we may be able to tell the 
gospel as it should be told; we may feel our weakness in 
preaching it, and our many failures in connection with it 
and thus lose heart, but the gospel is still the power of 
God unto salvation, and the Lord Himself it is that 
makes use of it, by whomsoever He will. Thank God 
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we know the Master's heart a little. The barley loaves 
were the poor man's food, and we know the gospel is for 
the poor—-the poor in spirit. The greatness of the need 
should not appall us then, neither should the smallness 
of the supply. The Master says, " Make the men sit 
down." He gave the command; He knows the greatness 
of the need, and He ignores the smallness of the supply. 
He who made the worlds, cannot He save the creatures 
that His hand has made? Yes, He can, He does, but 
on one condition—that the men sit down. This is work 
that calls for down-right earnestness. Think of five 
thousand people standing up. All sorts of motives 
brought them there; they are all sorts of characters as 
well as sizes. Think of twelve men starting upon a mis¬ 
sion like this to get them all seated at their Master's 
command. There is a man that pays Ms way in the 
world, lives an upright life, does what is square between 
man and man, prides himself upon his integrity; are you 
going to get him to sit down beside that thief, on the same 
basis, lo be fed on the same food and by the same hand ? 
Humbling business this is. If the power of God's Son 
is not with you, you will never do it. 

If salvation was given to people by running or doing, 
all would be ready for this. But by doing nothing, by 
simply sitting down and being fed, how few are willing 
for this! But God will not sell salvation ; He is too rich 
to sell it, and man is too poor to buy it. 

It is a wonderful thing to watch the workings of God's 
grace in man. Many a man who scorns God's message 
at first and will not have it because he prides himself in 
his character, by-and-by finds out his lost state and that 
this salvation is for the lost As he is lost, it is for him. 
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ance, and drove me along1 with him. He said he had 
been thirty-two years troubled about his sins; that when 
he first became so he was in partnership in business with 
a man who was a preacher, so he thought it was a lucky 
thing for him. When his partner came down in the 
morning, he asked, What is wrong, anybody sick? He 
answered, I have been sick, soul sick, I cannot rest; all 
last night I was tossing on my bed thinking about my 
sins, how can I get rid of them ? And what do you 
think he was told? This poor troubled soul was told by 
this preacher of old school theology, It is no good to go 
on like this; if God is working with you, you will ccme 
out all right. And he quoted, "It is good that a man 
both hope and quietly wait lor the salvation of the 
Lord." So he waited, and waited, and waited ; and he 
might have been waiting still as far as obtaining salva¬ 
tion in this way is concerned. There is not a verse in 
the Book for it, and it is but the enemy's delusion thus 
to pervert a passage from its use; for nowhere does it 
say, " Wait to be saved," but "now is the day of salva¬ 
tion." Then, later, he met another man, after years of 
waiting to come out all right. He said to him, on hear¬ 
ing of the past, You are clean off the track; you cannot 
get anything unless you work for it; and he set him to 
work; and the man went at it in good earnest saying 
to himself: If that is the way, I had better begin at 
once. But there is not a verse in the Book either that 
says, " Work to be saved." On the contrary, the Book 
reads thus: " To him that worked not, but believeth on 
Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness" (Rom. iv. 5); And now, thirty-two years 
had passed and all he had tried had but deepened his 
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anguish. At last one night, he said, he went to a church, 
and feeling distressed in his soul, he thought he would 
get where no one would notice him, and so went up to 
the front of the church. Later on, in came some one a 
little early, and noticing a stranger up in the front alone, 
went to speak to him. When my friend had told him 
about his trouble, this man said, " I will tell you the 
best thing to do; get up and tell your experience, and 
you will feel a great deal better." Think of this,—to a 
man, anxious about his soul! What a delusion of the 
enemy! 

Let us look these things fairly in the face. These 
doctrines are everywhere; souls are told to wait'; are 
told to work; and souls are told to tell their experiences, 
alas! instead of being told to rest their souls upon the 
grace of God. But at last my friend met a man who told 
him that the work that saves was done, and done for sin¬ 
ners, and thus he was brought at last by the grace of God 
to "sit down," so he took salvation and rejoiced in the 
blessedness of it. 

When our Lord Jesus fed that multitude, the people 
•were astonished; they said, "This is of a truth that 
Prophet that should come into the world." He had 
brought God close to them ; had brought them face to 
face with God. They wanted at once to make Him king. 
They would pass Him from prophet to king; but He re¬ 
fused those honors; He went up to the mountain top 
alone, having sent His disciples away in the little boat to 
Capernaum, while He sent the multitudes away. This 
pictures His present place on high for His people, living 
for them at God's right hand. Blessed be His name, 
He knows all our pathway here; He knows all the test-
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ings and provings, and just what He means finally to ac¬ 
complish by all that we are going through, and soon—how 
soon we know not—He will come again. We are not 
out of His sight either, if betimes He is out of ours, 
and, most blessed thought, He may be here before the 
day break, to say, "I t is I, be not afraid." When first I 
learned this blessed truth of Christ's coming, one day in 
reading my Bible I came upon it and said, Is not that 
beautiful; this poor woman across the way lias lost her 
husband, and I must go and share that verse with her as 
a child of God. I read her this: "The Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words" (i Thess. iv. 16-18). 

"There, Mrs. Ford," I said; "your husband will be 
then raised first; you and I will be changed, and we will 
all be caught up in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye." She put up her hands, saying, " Dear, me, I 
always thought that meant the day of judgment!" The 
Lord was coming, He who bought her with His precious 
blood was coming to take her to Himself, and Satan had 
perverted that precious truth into being to her the day of 
judgment! 

Here, after the disciples bad been tested fully in their 
path of obedience to Him, it significantly says, "It 
was now dark and Jesus was not come to them;" then at 
last they see Him coming upon the sea. They cried out 
for fear as He came from the mountain top to meet them; 
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they thought it was a spirit; but He said, "I t is I, be 
not afraid;" and, welcoming Him to their company, they 
were at once at the land whither they went. 

If He should come to-night, could we look up into His 
face and say, "Lord Jesus, Thou who died to save me, 
welcome back, iny precious Saviour ? " 

No one upon earth can fix the date; they that attempt 
to do it do so in the face of Scripture which says, " But 
of that day and hour knoweth no man " (Matt. xxiv. 36) ; 
but our Lord said, "What I say unto you, I say unto all, 
watch "; and this is His test for our hearts while He is 
away. 

He died upon the cross to save us; He lives up there in 
heaven to keep us; and He is coming, blessed be God, 
and may come at any moment. Are we ready now to go 
up to meet Him ? 

Such, then, is "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ" to 
all who need Him; grace that first brought Him from 
the mountain top of glory down to meet us in our need 
as sinners; grace, then, that took Him up on high to 
ever live for us, to intercede on our behalf; and grace 
further that will once more bring Him back again to 
"receive us to Himself, that where He is, there we may 
be also," Blessed grace, so simply illustrated at "the 
sea of Tiberias "—may we learn it more deeply, and an¬ 
swer to it more fully in the little while that is left us " till 
He comes." 



ABRAHAM'S CHILDREN 

AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, THE DUST OF THE EARTH, 

AND THE SAND UPON THE SEASHORE. 

Address by Wm. M. Horsey. 

1 PURPOSE reading a few scriptures this afternoon, 
in the book of Genesis, which speak of the promises; 
then we shall turn to the New Testament and see 

their fulfilment. 
Read Gen. xiii. 14-18; xv. 1-6; and xxii, 15-19. 
We have had three promises in these scriptures, made 

to Abraham; now we turn to one made to Isaac in Gen. 
xxvi. 1-5. 

We now pass to the twenty-eighth chapter vers. 10-15, 
and this time it is to Jacob. 

Now I desire that we should get fairly before us what 
we have here, in this threefold promise to Abraham; one 
of them renewed to Isaac, and another to Jacob. 

You will probably have noticed three things in these 
promises. First, God says to Abraham, Thy seed shall 
be as the dust of the earth. This refers to an earthly 
people. Then He says, Look now toward heaven ; thy 
seed shall be as the stars of heaven. This is a heavenly 
people. Third, Thy seed shall be as the sand which is 
by the seashore. That is again an earthly people drawn 
out from the waters. 
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So God has made promises, unconditional promises, 
and nothing can hinder His fulfilling them, no mattter 
what comes after. The law may be given, as it was, 430 
years after, with conditional promises which can never 
be fulfilled because of the people's failure in fulfilling the 
conditions, but that cannot stop the God of grace from 
fulfilling the promises of grace. 

There is going to be, He says, seed for Abraham, as 
the dust of the earth, as the stars of heaven, as the sand 
by the seashore. 

To Isaac He says, Thy seed shall be as the stars of 
heaven ; then to Jacob, Thy seed shall be as the dust of 
the earth. In Isaac are seen the heavenly people, in 
Jacob the earthly. 

Now we turn to the New Testament, the Gospel of 
Matthew, thirteenth chapter. Before going further I 
want to say that God never comes to man to build any¬ 
thing upon him. Man is fallen. The foundation God 
builds on is Christ, the second Man; He reveals this to 
man, then builds man upon it. He therefore addresses 
Himself to faith. "Faith conies by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God." See Rom. x. 17; 2 Pet. i. 1. God 
comes to man with His word, and speaks to him ; to man 
just as he is, dead in trespasses and sins, and preaches 
grace to him. He presents Christ to him ; tells him that 
the moment he receives Christ, believes on His name, he 
has eternal life, his sins are forgiven, and he is on God's 
foundation. Nothing can destroy that; it abides as long 
as God's own blessed Word shall endure. So, in those 
promises, God preached the gospel to Abraham 430 years 
before the law was given. All depends on these prom¬ 
ises of grace. The law, coming in long after, serves but 
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to prove that man can get nothing save by the grace of 
God. 

But we turn to the thirteenth of Matthew, in ver. 44, 
we have the dust of the earth again—ihe people of Israel 
as now hid among the nations of the world. He does 
not forget what He promises; a thousand years with the 
Lord is as one day, and through Christ all is going to be 
fulfilled. Even now the fig-tree is beginning to put forth 
her shoots—Israel and her laud are coming to the front. 

In ver. 46 we have, in the pearl, the stars of heaven 
spoken of in the promise; that is, the people that God 
is taking now out of the world, Abraham's spiritual seed 
in Isaac, to put them in heaven, and shine forever in 
heavenly glory with Christ their Head, in ver. 47 it is 
the sand which is by the seashore — an earthly people 
drawn out of the waters. 

You will notice that in the third promise made to 
Abraham God said, "Thy seed shall be as the stars of 
heaven, and as the sand upon the seashore;" that is, 
He joined those two together—-the heavenly people, and 
the people as the sand of the seashore, because they 
both come from the same element. 

To Jacob it is only the dust of the earth. This stands 
alone, always alone. 

The pearl, that is to say the Church, which is the 
body of Christ chosen out of both Jews and Gentiles, is 
like Paul its apostle—"born out of due time," before the 
time when Israel, the treasure in the field, is unearthed 
and inherits the earth ; and the sand oE the seashore, that 
is all the nations of the Gentiles, after God's judgments 
among them, get the fulness of blessing promised them. 
Abraham then shall have a seed as the dust or. the earth 
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in Jacob's literal descendants, the Jews, who in due time 
shall turn to the Lord — a remnant of them-—-and. be 
saved. They will then be "the Israel of God"—all 
saved people. We read in Matthew's parable about 
them that when a man came seeking a treasure, he found 
it, and he hid it; he left it there, and it is there yet. The 
lost tribes will never be found by men that try to discover 
them here or there because the Man that hid them left 
them hid in the field where He found them till He brings 
them out Himself. 

Now who is the pearl ? It has been thought that be¬ 
cause it is said to be "of great price" it must have meant 
Christ, But Christ is not the pearl; He can never be 
bought. He looks at the Church in all her future glory 
and beauty. Seeking for it He found every member of 
is sunken in sin and covered with guilt; all sinners; 
all sunken in the waters of death. He died for sinners; 
He paid the price in His own precious blood, and, thus 
redeemed, the Church is a lovely and costly pearl in the 
Saviour's eyes. In numbers like the stars of heaven, 
many, many members, but in beauty and oneness like a 
pearl. 

We are told that the pearl is formed by a grain of sand 
which finds its way inside of the oyster's shell; that there 
it cuts its way into the oyster itself, and layer upon 
layer of pearl is deposited around the sand. Thus poor 
worthless grains of sand are turned into a thing of great 
price. 

The word of God says there is one pearl. We read, 
therefore, in the epistle to the Corinthians, " For by one 
Spirit are we (believers) all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles; whether we be bond or 



ABRAHAM'S CHILDREN. 45 

free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit" 
(i Cor. xii. 13). 

Then in Ephesians, "Christ also loved the Church, 
and gave Himself for it" (chap. v. 25). 

The Church, then, which is the body of Christ, is 
composed of all those sinners who, since the Holy Spirit 
lias come down from heaven, have repented of their sins 
and have been washed from them in the Saviour's blood. 
They are Abraham's seed as promised also to Isaac, 
" not seeds, as of many ; but as of one, and to thy seed 
which is Christ." All believers now are one with Christ 
(see Gal. iii. 16-29). 

The Church is being gathered now ; this is the time 
when God is taking out from the Gentiles a people for 
His name. How long will it last? No one but God 
knows. This is your opportunity unsaved sinner. In 
another instant the Lord may have removed the Church 
to her own home in heaven, and then the day of grace 
for you is over. There remains for you only the wrath 
which you have dared, and which will surely overtake 
you. 

Now let us look a little at the other promise which He 
repeated to Jacob. He says to Jacob, I will watch over 
you wherever you go; if I scatter you for your sins I 
will gather you again in My grace to fulfil My promise; 
I give you this land of Canaan and will bring you into 
it again. Ten tribes are lost from view. Why not the 
whole twelve? Two remain, and two is competent wit¬ 
ness—God's witness that He has not cast off His people 
Israel forever. See Rom. xi. In Ps. cxxxv. third and 
fourth verses we read, " Praise the Lord, for the Lord is 
good; sing praises unto His name, for it is pleasant; for 
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the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto Himself, and Israel for 
His peculiar treasure." You see the idea of treasure at¬ 
taches itself to Jacob's people, not to the Church. 

So when Christ came, He found Israel like a treasure 
hid in the field, and when He found it, then He went and 
hid it, and for joy thereof, sold all that He had, and 
bought the field. In Matthew we learn that "the field is 
the world." Through His death on the cross—the only 
price that can obtain anything where sin is—He has 
bought it. So (lie field is His now by right of purchase, 
as once, before sin came into it, it was His by right of 
creation. Why did He buy it? Because there was a 
treasure in it, and it is there yet. It is hid, except two 
tribes, because proud Gentiles He knew would say, as 
they are saying now, that God has cast off Jacob's people 
forever, and that the promises made to them belong 
therefore to the Church. Take this for instance, "The 
meek shall inherit the earth." Is that for the people 
whom God promised to Abraham as the stars of heaven 1 
No, no. The earth does not belong to that class; it be¬ 
longs to Jacob's seed, that which would be as the dust of 
the earth. 

Dust, you know, is found where many feet trample the 
roads. So God has scattered Jacob's seed everywhere, 
in all countries of the earth they are gone, being trodden 
down under the feet of the Gentiles, until as the very 
dust of the earth, God says, I will gather you again. 
They will have that character till He gathers them again 
in their own land. Christ is coining soon. " The Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God." 
The Church shall go up to meet Him in the air, and be 
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forever with Him. Then He "will rebuild the tabernacle 
of David;" bring them again into the land promised 
them, the land of Palestine, which He promised uncondi¬ 
tionally to their fathers. Then He will unearth His 
"treasure" and bring to light every lost tribe. Not one 
will be missing. Paul speaks of them ; James writes "to 
the twelve tribes." God has not cast off His people. 
He has not foi'gotten His promise which He made to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Thousands of years have 
passed, but wi.th the Lord a thousand years is as one day. 
All His promises are yea and amen. 

Let us turn to Jeremiah, chap. xxx. 1-7. We have here 
the time of Jacob's trouble, the great tribulation, a day 
such as never w£>s before, and never shall be after. 

As soon as the Lord lias taken the heavenly seed to 
heaven, He turns to the earthly. When He came to 
them, as Joseph of old was sent to his brethren by his 
father, they treated Him as Joseph's brethren treated their 
brother. Now they have to be brought to repentance; 
and as Joseph brought his brethren to repentance, so will 
the Lord Jesus these stubborn sons of Jacob. He will 
bring them through a "tribulation such as never was be¬ 
fore, and never shall be after. This will be "the time of 
Jacob's trouble ; " and the whole world will have their 
part in it in relation to their part in treading down 
Jacob's people. 

But Jacob " shall be saved out of it." God is going to 
show them mercy, even as He has shown us mercy. When 
we repented, He saved us. When they repent, He will 
save them. He brings us to heaven. He will bring them 
to Canaan, and they shall inherit it as safely as we shall 
inherit heaven. Read at leisure chaps, xxx-xxxii. of 
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Jeremiah and you will find much instruction about 
Jacob's people at this solemn moment of their history. I 
will only call your notice now to the first verse of the 
thirty-first chapter: 

"At the same time, saith the Lord, wi]l I be the God 
of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My peo¬ 
ple." That takes in all. Not only Judah but all the 
tribes. Men may rack their brains to make out that this 
and that people are the lost tribes, but when He who 
holds them as His treasure, and who has "hid" that 
treasure in the field, sets out to bring it to light there will 
be no difficulty. It is vain curiosity to try to find them 
now. As hunger and sorrow brought out Joseph's breth¬ 
ren, and brought them at Joseph's feet only to prove His 
love for them, so here. "The great tribulation," "the 
time of Jacob's trouble" will bring out Jacob's people, 
and bring them, a remnant of each of the twelve tribes, at 
the feet of Jesus, only to prove His words: " I will seek 
thee out, because I have loved thee with an everlasting 
Jove, therefore, with cords of loving kind ness I have 
drawn thee." Just as we now say : "We love Him be¬ 
cause He first loved us." 

We turn now to the last of the three parables. After 
the Lord has set His pearl where He wants it, He turns, 
as we have seen, to Israel His treasure; and in " the 
great tribulation" which overtakes them when He brings 
them to light, all the nations of the Gentiles have a part, 
that God may now bring out of them—chiefly the heathen 
nations, no doubt—the people promised to Abraham as 
" the sand of the seashore,"—in Matthew as that gathered 
by the net in the sea. Three vast companies must thus 
be saved to fulfil the promises. And grace, through 
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faith, is the principle through which they are saved. 
Gentiles saved now are taken out of the world, and will 
be kept from (out of) the hour of temptation, i. e., the 
tribulation which shall come upon all the world to try 
them that dwell upon the earth, (see Rev, iii. 10); 
Israelites to be saved by-and-by, in the time of tribula¬ 
tion ; then, an innumerable company out from the Gen¬ 
tiles, from the heathen lands, saved to inherit the blessing 
along with the children of Israel on earth. 

In the second and third chapters of Revelation we find 
the Church on earth ; in the fourth and fifth chapter the 
Church in heaven, with all the saints of Old Testament 
times who have died not having received the promises. 
They share with the Church the glory in the heavens. 
Chap. vi. introduces the tribulation; chap. vii. 1-8 gives 
Israel's salvation, twelve thousand of each tribe, that is 
an elect company out of every tribe, so that none are 
wanting. Israel as a nation of twelve tribes is found 
again in all its integrity, and so, as it is written, "AH 
Israel shall be saved." Then in the same chapter, vers. 
9—17, the "multitude, which no man could number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people " brought to Christ 
from the ends of the earth, to inherit the earth all around 
Israel, under Christ "Lord of lords and King of kings." 

Before closing let me call your attention to one or two 
things: there are.three entirely distinct classes or families 
of saved people; one for heaven, two for earth; each 
richly blessed of God, but distinct in their blessing. The 
Church: she is "the body" and "bride" of Christ, and 
there is nothing so near. But, as already mentioned, the 
principle of their salvation is the same throughout. 
Christ is Saviour to all alike; He has given eternal life 
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to all alike; His blood has atoned for the sins of all 
alike, and the same Spirit has wrought in them all, 
though He has not indwelt them all. 

Note a proof of this: In chaps, iv. and v. of Revela¬ 
tion a throne is in the midst of the heavenly people, and 
in it is "a Lamb, as it had been slain." 

Again in chap, xiv., "a Lamb," and around Him and 
before the throne, the 144,000 of redeemed Israel are 
proclaiming His praises. His earthly throne is on 
Mount Zion, but He is "the Lamb" to them just as with 
those of the heavenly company. 

Once more, the multitude of people saved after these, 
as seen in chap, vii., are harping too, and to whom? To 
"the Lamb." And who is the Lamb? He who offered 
Himself a sacrifice for the sins of them all. 

You ask me how the Old Testament saints were saved ? 
I answer, By the blood of the Lamb. And how are we 
saved? I answer, By the blood of the Lamb. How will 
Israel and the Gentile multitude be saved? I answer, By 
the blood of the Lamb. "Without shedding of blood is 
no remission." 

Behind us are the people who believed in God's pro¬ 
mised Lamb, as far back as Abel who gave no ignorant 
witness. Beyond us are the peopies who, with us, will 
believe on God's Lamb having come. He is thus the 
" Centre of two eternities,'' one looking onward, the other 
backward. They that be of faith, the same are the chil¬ 
dren of Abraham. 

If you ask me what kind of life the Old Testament 
saints had, I answer, Eternal life. Where did they get 
it? In the Fountain of life. What kind of life have be¬ 
lievers to-day? Eternal life. Where do they get it? In 
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the Fountain of life. What about those saints of the tri¬ 
bulation, what kind of life will they have? Eternal life. 
Where will they get it? In the Fountain of life. There 
is no other, and never was. "In Him was life." He is, 
and ever was the Fountain of life. Salvation in every 
age, was, is, and shall be only by the Lord Jesus Christ 
whatever the distinctions, or places of greater or less 
glory God may, in His sovereign pleasure, bestow upon 
this or that company of His saved people. On the cross 
Christ bore the sins of every saint in past, present, or 
future ages. They have put their trust in Him and He 
has done all the rest. The Church has a different place 
from Israel; the friends of the bridegroom have a differ¬ 
ent place from the bride; the angels have a different 
place from the rest; the saved multitude of the Gentile 
nations have a different place from the redeemed seed of 
Jacob; but every vessel, according to its place and capa¬ 
city is filled to overflowing with the glory of God and the 
love of the Father. "O the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearchable 
are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! For 
who hath known the mind of the J^ord ? or who hath been 
His counselor? or who has first given to Him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto Him again? For of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him are all things: to whom be 
glory forever. Amen." 



ADDITIONAL REMARKS. 

By H. A. Ironside, 

Who read 2 Thess. i. 7-10; ii. 5-12, and Isa. lxvi. 18-21. 

1 JUST thought I would like to read these passages, in 
order to garrison the minds of any of the Lord's 
people to whom the truths they have been hearing 

this afternoon are somewhat new, against a great many 
erroneous teachings that are going about to-day. Most 
of us are creatures of extremes ; many of us have been 
brought up to believe that the second coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,—if, indeed, we believed in any such thing 
at all—would come at the end of the world, and that after 
that, of course, it would be impossible for any others to 
be saved. We had in our minds a vague picture of a 
general breaking up of all created things at the Lord's 
coming; a setting up of a judgment-throne, saved and 
unsaved standing before it, to be judged according to 
the books of record there. The Lord has been teaching 
some of us, that, after all, we did not have the thought of 
His own heart; and that, as we have been hearing this 
afternoon, the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
quite a distinct thing from the final day of judgment; 
that really His coming is to take His own loved people 
out of the world in which they are at present, the world 
of their tribulations and their sorrows, the world where 
they have suffered with Him,—-for every child of God 
suffers with Him, though many of us wonder if we have 
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ever been privileged to suffer for Him; but we suffer 
with Him; there is that in us which was in Him, which 
makes it impossible to go through a wicked world like this 
without suffering. If you are really a child of God, and 
in any sense in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
you cannot walk down Market Street without suffering; 
it would be impossible to do so; you find on every hand 
men who have rejected the One who is everything to 
you; you hear that precious Name which is above every 
name, that Name which tells you of sins put away, which 
tells you of eternal redemption,—you hear it blasphemed, 
and lightly and carelessly used on every hand, and you 
cannot listen to it without suffering. 

And now the bright hope of the child of God is, that 
yet a little while, how little! and He that shall come, will 
come, and shall not tarry; and at His coming, as we 
have been hearing, that heavenly people, the Church 
which He has redeemed with His own precious blood, 
will be caught away to be forever with Himself. Won¬ 
drous hope that! If He came while we are here this 
afternoon, according to the word of God, from every 
grave-yard a host would go up to meet Him; even from 
every grave-yard in heathen lands, though those who had 
come to years of maturity would be left, yet the little 
graves in the depths of African forests would all be 
emptied. God has been getting His election out of 
them; and can we not say that every grave-yard in all 
this world would yield up some of its dead, if it is only 
the little graves which it broke the hearts of parents to 
fill. And we which are alive and remain, shall be caught 
up together to meet the Lord in the air. If there are 
some of you here unsaved, and the Lord Jesus came dur-
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ing the progress of this meeting, you may find us gone 
and not know what has happened. 

This is what some of us have been learning from God's 
word, that the second coming of the Lord Jesus is not 
the final day of judgment.; it is the day when He is going 
to take all His dear people out of this world to meet 
Him in the air; and then, after that, God will turn His 
hand back to His people whom, in one sense, He gave 
up for the time being, His earthly people, the Jews, He 
will gather them back, He will reach their consciences 
then, and lead many of them to Himself. A remnant of 
them will be led to acknowledge the Lord Jesus whom 
once they rejected; while after that, again, as we have 
been hearing, the gospel is to be carried out to all the 
world, and the myriads of Rev. vii. brought to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

A gentleman whom I have no doubt was a true Chris¬ 
tian, was telling me that a great many years ago he was 
deeply concerned about the salvation of his brother; he 
had often prayed for him, and was yet unsaved. But now, 
said he, 1 never pray for him any more, for I feel he is 
just as good as saved. I was on my knees some two 
years ago, and while I was praying, I got the assurance 
from God that my brother would be saved, but not in this 
dispensation; that he would be one of those saved in the 
coming time of tribulation ; and so I never speak to him 
any more, for that would be unbelief; I have just left 
him, and I am confident, in the great tribulation, he will 
be brought to his senses, and be brought to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is a line of teaching that thousands 
upon thousands of the Lord's professed people are falling 
into. People having gotten away from one error, are 
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falling into another, that since God is going still to 
save people after the Lord Jesus Christ comes to take 
His Church home, those who reject Him now will still 
have another opportunity. You will notice the scriptures 
I have read this afternoon distinctly contradict this. 

In the sixty-sixth of Isaiah, when we hear of the world¬ 
wide message which is to go out in that coining time, 
calling upon all to acknowledge the sovereignty of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, God says He will send it "to all that 
have not heard My fame, neither have seen My glory." 

If there is an unsaved one here, that will not be to you. 
If you have never heard His fame before, you have 
heard it this afternoon; and the message that goes out in 
that coming period of judgment, is one sent out "to those 
who have not heard His fame." 

As to the others, what of them? The first scripture 
I read distinctly tells just where they are put. In the 
second chapter of 2 Thessalonians, ninth verse, we read 
of him whose coming is after the working of Satan,—one 
who is to be raised up in that day to deceive the people, 
"because they received not the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved." In other words, in the day when 
the truth of God was being given out, they were " lovers 
of pleasure more than lovers of God;" they cared noth¬ 
ing for God's gospel. 

Let not the people of God rest on any such false hopes 
as that of the man of whom I spoke, in regard to your 
loved ones; this is the day to labor with them; this is 
the day to be faithful with them; and it will be too late 
to be faithful then, for you will be gone, and God is not 
going to take them up in that coming day, if they have 
rejected His grace now. To-day is the day of salvation. 
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That day will be a day ol judgment, "because they re¬ 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved; for this cause God will send them strong delu¬ 
sion;" God will send it; the same God who is now 
pleading with men to accept His grace. "God will send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie," the 
lie of the Anti-christ, "that they all might be judged 
which obey not the truth, but had pleasure in unright¬ 
eousness." 

And in contrast to that, of those that are found saved 
in the day of the Lord's appearing, we read, that He 
shall be "glorified in His saints, and be admired in all 
them that believe, (because our testimony among you was 
believed) in that day." Those that will be rejoicing in 
salvation then, will be those who have believed the testi¬ 
mony now. We get that again brought out in the eighth 
verse of the first chapter, "The Lord Jesus shall be re¬ 
vealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Surely these scriptures are conclusive enough, that any 
teaching that men who have heard the gospel of the 
grace of God in this day of salvation may have another 
opportunity to be saved, is just a delusion of the devil. 

This day, while the Lord Jesus is sitting on the 
Father's throne, all may come, all may be saved. 

If there are any here to-day who are out of Christ, we 
remind you that this is the hour when God is waiting to 
be gracious; that the work that saves is finished; and 
that all that believe are justified from all things. 



57 

SALVATION AS ALREADY POSSESSED; AS 
WORKED OUT; AND AS WAITED FOR. 

An Address by P. J. Loizeaux 

The scriptures read were Eph. ii. 4-10; Phil, ii, 12, 13; Rom. 
via. 18-25. 

YOU will have noticed, dear friends, that these three 
portions of Scripture all speak of salvation. I 
want this afternoon to consider them together that 

we may draw from them the divine lesson which I be¬ 
lieve there is in them, and at the same time see how per¬ 
fectly all things in the word of God fit together, even 
when to the careless observer they seem to contradict. 

The first scripture we have read declares salvation to 
be the actual possession of the individual who is con¬ 
sidered there; the second seems to deny that, inasmuch 
as it says, "Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling." A salvation which has to be worked out is 
certainly not a salvation possessed. 

Then in the third place, in Romans, it is neither a 
possessed salvation, nor a salvation that can be worked 
out, but a salvation that those concerned are bidden to 
patiently wait for. As you cannot hurry the sunrise but 
have to wait for it, so is the salvation spoken of here. 

So you see, here is good food for those people, so 
plentiful in our day, who are always hunting in the Scrip¬ 
tures for something wrong, something contradictory, by 
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which they may with some show of good reason excuse 
themselves from that Book which annoys them so. But, 
beloved, we shall see as we proceed how perfectly the 
word of God is consistent with itself; and how perfectly 
it shows itself to be the word of God, and therefore bind¬ 
ing upon us in every part. 

Students of creation have invented (he telescope and 
the microscope, confessing thereby that their natural 
powers are insufficient for the sounding of those glorious 
depths they love. Well, the depths of revelation are 
more glorious still, and if we confess our inability to 
sound them, we shall have the help of the Spirit of God. 
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre¬ 
pared for them that love Him. But God hath revealed 
them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth ail 
things, yea, the deep things of God." That Spirit will 
be a telescope to us if we look at the great counsels and 
plans of God revealed in His word, or a microscope if we 
look at the minutia of truth as we are now about to do. 

In our first scripture, in Ephesians, the salvation 
spoken of is that of the soul; that in which is ministered 
to us a new life, a perfect conscience, and a new place 
before God. In the first chapter ver. 7 we read, "In 
whom [Christ] we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins." Tins gives us a perfect con¬ 
science. If Christ has borne my sins on the cross, and 
because of that God has granted me the forgiveness of. 
them, how can they be any longer a burden upon me? 
That would be pure unbelief, and a dishonor to God. 
How can I better honor God than in believing Him? 

When He found us, "we were dead in sins" says our 



SALVATION AS ALREADY POSSESSED, ETC. 59 

scripture; and, being " rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us" He "quickened us together 
with Christ;" that is, He looks at Christ in the grave for 
His people, and then at them in connection with Christ 
quickened out of death. Christ has gone through the 
awful baptism, and we, all together as one, are with Him 
forever set free: we are "raised up together." Live 
people do not remain in the grave; they are raised up. 
And not only so; He hath " made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus" beside; that is, the 
place Christ now occupies up there in the glory we oc¬ 
cupy already in Him; in a little while it will be with 
Him. 

You know when the High-priest of Israel went in the 
presence of God with his garments of glory, there were 
on his shoulders and on his breast precious stones, on 
which were engraved—cut in—the names of all the tribes 
of Israel, so when he was there in the sanctuary, before 
God, all Israel was there in him. What a lovely picture 
of our Lord Jesus Christ now before God and every one 
of His people there also in Him. 

After telling us all this, is it any wonder, my dear 
brethren, that He should now say, " For by grace—are, 
mind you—ARE ye saved through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast." 

It is, then, a salvation actually possessed, since we are 
saved. See, moreover, how it blends us with our ador¬ 
able Saviour and Lord: It says, "We are His workman¬ 
ship, created in Christ Jesus." It reminds one of Adam, 
created in Paradise; only that had a sad end, whilst this 
has a glorious end. It also reminds one of Aaron's rod; 
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it was a rod from the almond tree, and you know the 
almond is the first tree to bloom in the Spring; in that 
way it is typical of the Lord Jesus Christ as "the first¬ 
born from the dead." Aaron puts it in the tabernacle, 
and in the morning, "behold, the rod of Aaron . . . was 
budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, 
and yielded almonds." There is fruit grown on the rod, 
live fruit on the live rod, all blended in one common life. 

It is no wonder, is it beloved, if there be need to bring 
us through such repentance as not only produces a keen 
sense of guilt for our sins, but also the deep abhorrence of 
self, since God has such blessed things to tell us about 
Another, and our possessions in Him ? But if we have 
been "created in Christ Jesus," it is not to please our¬ 
selves now; it is " unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them," and this 
now brings us to our second scripture, in Philippians. 

As Ephesians is the epistle of the grace of God, so is 
Philippians that of the/irM of God—the path which He 
appoints to His people, in which they are to practise the 
good works He loves. When we plant a tree, we plant 
what will bring the kind of fruit we like, and nobody 
questions our right in this. So when God saves poor 
sinners and plants them thus in His garden, He expects 
from them the kind of fruit He loves. "The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good¬ 
ness, faithfulness, meekness, temperance." This is 
Christian character. It is the character God now looks 
for in every one of His own ; a reproduction, partial only 
as it may be, of the character of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God found great delight in the character of His be-
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loved Son as He journeyed through this world of sorrow, 
and rejection, and opposition. Having saved us by 
Him, He now looks in us for that which in His Son so 
delighted Him. Does He find it in you and in me, my 
dear brethren ? Are we anxious that He should find it ? 
He, by His Spirit, is working in us "to will and to do of 
His good pleasure." Are we obedient ? When He touches 
our conscience and rebukes us for some failure in the 
Christian character, do we humble ourselves and abhor 
in us that failure, and seek His grace to overcome it, or 
do we excuse ourselves with the many vain excuses we so 
easily find, and go on in a disobedient spirit? 

Then, besides character, there is also a path for us to 
tread among those whom God loves, a path in which alone 
God can freely identify Himself with us. You know in 
the book of Esther the name of God does not appear. 
God's people there are not where they belong. Esther, 
as a Jewess, is in a place contrary to the word of God, 
and so, while God still loves His people and works de¬ 
liverance for them in overruling their evil for good, He 
refuses to identify Himself openly with them. Just so 
too in 2 Cor. vi. The Corinthians had grown cold in 
their hearts. They associated themselves with what God 
did not love; they found pleasure with people with whom 
God found no pleasure; they consulted with their likings 
rather than with God's likings; God's enjoyment of 
them, and their enjoyment of God was therefore inter¬ 
rupted. How can there be fellowship if what produces 
fellowship is put in the background? Christ's beloved 
servant, therefore, beseeches them to return in heart to 
God; to cease being yoked together with unbelievers, 
and to go on with the things which hinder intercourse 
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with God, that the sweet intercourse of Father and chil¬ 
dren, and children and Father may be resumed. 

Just so here, when Paul was among the Philippians he 
watched over their character and their path. He warned 
anyone who departed from that path. In that way he 
worked out their salvation—not of their souls, of course, 
for they had that, and if they had not had it Paul could 
not have worked it for them—but their salvation out of 
the circumstances which beset them day by day, and 
which beset us day by day. But Paul was now away 
from the Philippians; he could not watch over them 
therefore in the same way, so he bids them be as obedi¬ 
ent to God now as they were when lie was with them; 
nay, more, since he was no longer there and they must do 
for themselves what he had done for them, they must 
" work out their own salvation "•—look out for themselves 
and watch against those daily snares spread for our feet 
all along the way through this world. 

Many a time I have heard people quote this passage 
like this, "Work out your own souVs salvation with fear and 
trembling,"—which shows how easily people can add to 
the word of God when they introduce their own thoughts 
into it instead of humbly seeking what God has put into 
that Word. O beloved, for more of that holy subjection 
which takes the learner's place before the word of God, 
and which makes us anxious to be found in truth in the 
ways, the mind, and the path which God loves, and in 
which we may enjoy happy communion with Him. Thus 
do we grow from childhood to manhood. 

But, note, it is "with fear and trembling," our deliver¬ 
ance from the foe, and the snares he lays for our feet on 
every hand, is to be accomplished,—not in self-confi-
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dence, carelessness or self-indulgence, but with holy fear 
and trembling; Satan and the world are so strong, and 
the flesh so frail! our only safety is to cleave to Christ 
in the sense of our weakness. 

Thus only shall we work out our own salvation. And 
we need to be the more watchful all the time, for as the 
end draws nearer and nearer they who, like the apostle, 
watch over their brethren in love and concern for their 
welfare and progress in Christ, are growing fewer and 
fewer. The spirit of independence is growing at the 
same time, so that they who would still watch for the 
souls of their brethren find it more and more difficult too. 
Oh for more loving, faithful pastors among God's people! 
Oh for more desire among God's people for such pastors ! 
for does not God ever supply for conscious need among 
His own ? 

We come now to our third scripture in Romans. 
The sufferings of the people of. God are the subject 

brought before us there. We must needs pass through 
sufferings. If my journey .is across the ocean, I cannot 
escape the ocean's tossings. It is a strange element to 
me, and I long for the shore. This world too is a scene 
of trial to the children of God. It is in rebellion to God, 
while they are in subjection. It lives in and excuses sin, 
while they seek holiness. It despises the cross of Christ, 
while they glory in it. It is full of corruption, and the 
children of God long to be out of it. The child of God 
cannot go through this world without suffering, This is 
so true that it is written, "If we suffer, we shall also 
reign with Him," and in the seventeenth verse of this 
eight of Romans, " If so be that we suffer with Him, that 
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we may be also glorified together." Suffering, then, is 
our portion as we pass through this world. It was 
Christ's, and we are identified with Him down here as 
truly as with Him up there. 

The whole creation too is in suffering. It is one in¬ 
cessant moan that is heard from it from pole to pole, 
from east to west. When God created man He placed 
him over creation and made him lord of it. Had he re¬ 
mained as God made him he would have been a lovely 
lord; but he fell, and his lordship since is one long, 
awful history of wrong, of cruelty, of oppression, extend¬ 
ing all over his dominions. 

Is this to go on forever? No, thank God, no! "If 
we suffer, we shall also reign" and creation's groan is 
also going to cease. This will not be accomplished by 
human means, as many vainly hope, and proceed to do 
through all kinds of agencies which are all doomed vto 
fail, however honest and earnest their promoters may be. 
It is the Lord Himself, when He comes again, who will 
accomplish this. He will first fulfil His promise of 
John xiv : " I go to prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." 
At that moment, which is described in detail in that 
grand chapter, the fifteenth of first Corinthians, the Lord 
will fulfil to us the salvation spoken of in the scripture 
we are considering—" the redemption of our body." A 
very different thing from the redemption of our souls, or 
from our snares and danger, is it not? It is this body of 
ours, a body still unredeemed, which will then be re¬ 
deemed. We are waiting for it now, sometimes longing 
for it when we pass through much suffering. We shall 
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get it when our Lord returns. All the schools of so-
called faith-healing are little else than the attempt to end 
suffering before the Lord returns—to make in this groan¬ 
ing creation a little paradise for the people of God. It 
will not succeed. The people of God will sicken, and 
suffer, and die till the Lord comes again just as they 
have suffered, sickened, and died since the beginning. 
Beloved, every hope with us is centered in the return of 
our Lord. Let us allow nothing to cloud that blessed 
return from our souls. Then, and then only, will our re¬ 
demption be complete; for as man is not merely spirit 
and soul, but "spirit and soul and body1" as.i Thess. v. 
23, and many other scriptures show, so his salvation is 
not merely the spiritual one ; it also includes the body. 
The soul of a child of God is ready at any time for 
heaven: "absent from the body, present with the Lord;" 
but his body is not fit for heaven until it has been raised 
or changed by the power of the Lord to a body of glory. 

When the Lord has done this with us, then, surrounded 
by us all, He will appear on the clouds of heaven and 
bring deliverance to the whole creation. Glorious day, 
beloved friends! Glorious triumph of that grace which 
all the truth teaches us to love and rest in more and 
more. 

Thus we see how all Scripture harmonizes, how all its 
parts fit together, and complete each other; how salva¬ 
tion applied to different things all agree together per¬ 
fectly. May this little journey we have taken together 
into the subject of "salvation," encourage our hearts in 
whatever difficulties we may meet with in the word of 
God. 



DAVID'S LAST WORDS AND MIGHTY MEN. 

An Address by -B. C. Greenman. 

1,2 Sam. xxiii. 1-17.) 

I N this portion, we have two definite things that relate 
to God's servant, David, the king whom He had 
placed upon the throne of Israel; and these two 

things which I desire to present to you, may very well be 
placed for us by two verses in the second of Timothy, 
first chapter. First, in the twelfth verse: "For the 
which cause I also suffer these things; nevertheless, I 
am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day." 

Here is the apostle Paul, journeying on to lay his 
head upon the block; he says the time of his departure 
is at hand; he is, as it were, about to hand in the tale of 
his path down here, to meet there before the Lord, in 
that future day of which he speaks, all the record of his 
life here; but before he considers that matter, he thinks 
of the moment of his conversion to God; of the time 
when he handed over to God things which he had no 
ability to manage, and gave up to Him that all important 
matter,—the salvation of his soul, and there he let it rest. 

Now, dear friends, are you among those that can say, 
Thank God, between me and that holy God there is no 
question of sin to be settled; 1 have put into His hands 
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all that great question of eternity; I rest my soul upon 
that perfect atonement which His Son wrought out. 
Now the soul that rests upon the atonement of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, can say, Thank God, that matter is settled, 
never to be reopened. 

A dying servant of God once, who feared that in his 
last moments his mind might not be perfectly clear, 
called around him in the moments of his consciousness, 
his friends, and said: "Oh the precious, precious blood 
of Christ! I find this amply sufficient to enter the pres¬ 
ence of God with ; God has said, 'When I see the blood, 
I will pass over you'" and, he added, "God cannot dis¬ 
honor the work of His Son, nor can He refuse the trust 
of the feeblest one that reposes his faith upon that 
blessed work of His for sinners." He had been a serv¬ 
ant of Christ for twenty-six years, but he knew well that 
we must not mix up our works with Christ's work as a 
ground of acceptance; that all his works of faith, works 
prompted by love to Christ, had not the weight of the 
light dust in the balance to save him ; on the contrary, 
salvation rests on a work so wondrous that the archangel 
Michael could not perform it. 

Not only, then, did the apostle know that he had en¬ 
trusted to God the affairs of his soul for eternity, but his 
heart could rest in implicit confidence as to it; he could 
say: " I know, and am persuaded, that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him against that day." 

But now, in contrast to this, while yet in distinct rela¬ 
tion to it, look at what he exhorts his son Timothy about 
in the fourteenth verse of the same chapter, as'though 
springing out of what he has already said, "That good 
thing which was committed unto i/tee, keep by the Holy 
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Ghost which dwelleth in us." He had given into God's 
hands a matter to keep, and it would be well kept; God 
also had put into his hands a matter to keep, and that, 
too, must be well kept. A true Christian, then, in this 
way is one who has given the affairs of his soul into the 
hands of a faithful God, resting his soul upon a Saviour 
who never disappoints the sinner's trust; and who, when 
he has heard Him also say, "Come unto Me," has come 
to Him and rested. But then he hears Him also say, 
" Follow Me," and steps out in a path of simple obedi¬ 
ence to His will, to tread that path on to glory. 

It is in something after this fashion then, that I desire 
to present to you two opposite sides of the Christian 
character. First of all, let me call attention to the order 
of this portion in second Samuel. Has it ever struck 
you that if the word of God is not fully and absolutely 
inspired in its order as well as its testimony it must be a 
very mixed up sort of thing. Here, for instance, is the 
record of a man's dying words, and following it is the 
record of the rewards that he gave his mighty men. 
That could not possibly have been the order in which 
the events occurred. But if we believe that it is the 
Spirit of God who has not only inspired the things to be 
put down, but the order in which they are to be so, then 
ten thousand things that present difficulty to us, are illu¬ 
minated with the light of God's presence. 

If here, then, we hear what David speaks upon that 
death-bed, looking over the border into eternity, they are 
serious words; for if ever a man tells the truth as to him¬ 
self it is when he is looking into eternity. 

Dying words have a special interest to us. How pre¬ 
cious to hear on a dying bed a witness to the grace of 
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God, when all that is of the earth fades away, and to 
know whereon their souls rested. 

Were we to go through the Bible, we might have the 
privilege of standing beside the death-bed of many a 
saint. There we hear what the dying law-giver has to 
say, — pronouncing blessing upon blessing on every 
tribe; he who once said, "Ye rebels, must we fetch you 
water out of this rock," now says, "Yea, He loved the 
people, all His saints are in His hands" and he closes 
up with this: " Happy art thou, O Israel, who is like 
unto thee a people saved by the Lord! " (Deut. xxxiii.) 

And if we pass on to the New Testament, in the 
fourth chapter of second Timothy, we hear the triumph 
of the apostle Paul's dying words: " The Lord shall 
deliver me from every evil work and shall preserve 
me to His heavenly kingdom." He knows well where 
he is going, and he knows why he is going there. He 
knows the past is settled by the cross of Christ; he looks 
at the present, and has proved the all-sufficient grace of 
his Saviour to carry him along; and as he looks at the 
future, he knows that so far in as Christ has gone, so far 
can every believer go through His precious blood. 

We hear the dying words of the apostle Peter also— 
how calmly he talks about his going, (though he knew it 
meant for him a cross) " I know that shortly I must put 
off this my tabernacle," but" I will endeavor that ye may 
be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance" (2 Pet. i. 14, 15). Here we listen to the 
dying words of one who was told, " Feed My sheep, feed 
My lambs." 

Above all, in that lovely seventeenth chapter of John 
we hear the dying words of our adorable Lord and 
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Master Himself, speaking to His Father and about our¬ 
selves. 

But now we will consider this Old Testament case of 
David; draw near and listen to this dying man. Before 
we hear, however, what he said, we are told of four 
things that he was; "David, the son of Jesse—the man 
who was raised up on high-—the anointed of the God of 
Jacob—and the sweet psalmist of Israel." As it were, it 
stops us on the threshold to say, Look first at what he 
is? Wherever we find this number four in the word of 
God, it is as though God would fix the matter distinctly 
before us, present things on all sides of them—north, 
south, east, and west,—see all phases of the man's char¬ 
acter. Four, too, divides naturally by the only number 
that can divide it, in two twos. Two things that speak of 
grace—God's free grace that gave us all our blessings; 
two things that speak of responsibility,—that if God has 
given us blessings, He expects us to walk worthy of 
them. 

"David, the son of Jesse;" that is his personal name 
and relation. But is it also a picture of anything re¬ 
lating to ourselves? Does God also call me by name? 
Yes, just as David means "beloved" so God calls me 
beloved ; I am dear to His heart; He withdraws not His 
eyes from the righteous; He loves me with a love which 
is ever true. The perfect love that casts out fear, is in 
His heart, not in ours. 

But a soul may be here that longs for the blessed cer¬ 
tainty that the love of God rests upon him, I will give 
you one plain verse to show you when it does so, that 
you may be perfectly sure that it is yours,-—yours now, 
if really desired. 
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In the fifth chapter of the epistle to the Romans, 
eighth verse, we read: *' But God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us." Now look at this fairly; you need not wait one 
moment, surely, to become a sinner—you are that now, 
of this you are perfectly sure. Well it is in that state, as 
a sinner that God recommends His love to you for ac¬ 
ceptance. It is this fact that the gospel declares, that it 
was as a sinner that Christ died for you. 

In the first chapter of Romans also we find that God 
calls His children "beloved"—"To all that be in Rome, 
beloved of God, called saints." But just as surely as we 
are the objects of Christ's saving love, so we will find 
this world to be against us. The first thing we learn 
here is, that we are brought into the sphere of God's 
love, resting upon all who trust His dear Son; and thus, 
with the smile of God resting upon us, we go out into the 
world, to find that it is against us, as it was against 
Christ His Son. 

Next, " The man who was raised up on high." We 
know this relates to David's being brought from the 
seclusion of feeding his father's sheep, to be the shep¬ 
herd and king of Israel. But if we ask what has this to 
say to us, we may turn to the epistle to the Ephesians, 
and there find how high we too have been raised, and 
also how low down we were before we were raised. In the 
second chapter of Ephesians, we read: " But God who is 
rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, • 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us to¬ 
gether with Christ, (by grace ye are saved), and hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in heav¬ 
enly places in Christ Jesus." If many a Christian were 
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asked to give an explanation of that blessed fact, "seated 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus," they would make it a 
happy experience; but the Christian is in Christ, where 
Christ is in the heavenly places every day of His life. 
Grasp this blessed fact, by faith. If we see ourselves in 
Christ before God, how could we ever think for a mo¬ 
ment of being lost after all? We are "in Christ;" and 
in Christ "there is no condemnation." Thus, far beyond 
the fact of the forgiveness of our sins, every Christian is, 
so to speak, "a man raised up on high." 

And what then mast be the moral results of all this ? 
The next thing here is, "anointed of the God of Jacob." 
Wherever we find in the Old Testament a man anointed, 
we may be perfectly sure it is to fill the office of a proph¬ 
et, or priest or king. Anointing always sets apart a man 
to fill a distinct office such as these. 

Thus in the first two things about this man, David, we 
have illustrated to us the wondrous gra.ce of our God. 
He loved us when we were sinners, and He raised us up 
to heights that angels are not in. We may once have 
sung-, " I want to be an angel, and with the angels 
stand;" but when God saved us, He raised us higher 
than angels. No angel can say that he is part of the 
body of Christ, of which He is the Head; nor that he is 
"bone of His bone, and flesh of His flesh,"—which is 
what Christians can say, through God's grace. 

Now let us look at the "anointed of the God of Jacob," 
as applying to ourselves. In second Corinthians, first 
chapter, we learn that now all God's people are anointed 
of Him. The apostle Paul is writing to these Corin¬ 
thians—and how many a thing was wrong; with them— 
they were going to law, one with another; were coming to 
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the Lord's table in dreadful disorder; but, mark, the 
apostle did not say, What you need is to get together 
and pray for the Holy Ghost. No, he writes to them 
and calls them "saints," and saints means saved people; 
he calls them sanctified, but he did not say they were 
sanctified sometime after they were justified; he gives 
them a long list of what they had been, and then adds, 
"But ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the Name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (i Cor. 
vi. I I ) . In second Corinthians, first chapter and twenty-
first verse, we read : "Now He which stablisheth us with 
you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God, who hath 
also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts." 

While there is no shadow of truth in the thought that 
we can receive the Holy Spirit three or four times over, 
it is yet perfectly true that when we do get the Holy 
Spirit we possess Him in several different relations. 
"Sealing" relates to something in the past; "anointing" 
relates to something in the present, and "earnest" re¬ 
lates to something in the future. The one Holy Spirit is 
given to all who trust the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
moment they trust Him they receive the Holy Spirit as 
the seal of an accomplished redemption. When God 
saves a man, He seals him. He seals us because of the 
perfection of the work of Christ in which we trust. He 
sealed Christ because of what He was; He seals us be¬ 
cause of what Christ did for us. We are " sealed unto the 
day of redemption." God puts His seal upon the feeblest 
believer who trusts His Son; and He pledges His name 
and character that that soul shall safely land in glory. 
When all the past, then, is settled, and when all the 
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future too is secured, then we are put on that narrow 
path in which His dear Son passed through this world, 
and we are told to walk as Christ walked—walk through 
this world in the very footsteps of Christ Himself; and 
if we might stand aghast at such a thought, we learn that 
our sufficiency is of God; and God, the Holy Ghost, in¬ 
dwelling the people of God, is our power to walk in the 
way of God, right on to the end. 

When the good Samaritan came where the wounded 
man was, after he has poured in oil and wine to heal his 
wounds, what does he do? He lifts him up, and puts 
him upon the back of the very beast that brought him 
there. " He came where he was," and he now puts 
him on the very seat that he had been — in his own 
position. Thus the poor man goes along on better feet 
than his own. "Power belongeth unto God;Mbut, all 
praise be to Him, He lias given us His power to be in 
us. "Greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the 
world—which implies the indwelling of the Spirit. 

So then, I take it as self-evident from this scripture 
that every child of God is sealed, every child of God is 
anointed, and every child of God has the earnest of the 
inheritance. As sure, then, as the Holy Spirit dwells in 
us, so sure will we reach the glory of God in the end. 

There is one more thing, however, in this character of 
David; he was " the sweet psalmist of Israel." Do we 
think David sat down at his leisure, and wrote these 
psalms? No, they were the records of God's ways in 
grace and government with him. At times he is brought 
down to where he could not see either help or hope, ex¬ 
cept in God. There he records: "Deep calleth unto 
deep at the noise of Thy water spouts ; all Thy waves and 
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Thy billows are gone over me" (Ps. xlii.). God thus puts 
David down where he strikes these low notes; then again 
He brings him out of the pit, and he sings, "He com¬ 
passed) me about with songs of deliverance;" or "The 
Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be 
afraid." Thus God still makes psalms out of the lives of 
His people; He passes us through things we would all 
like to get out of, because He wants us to compose 
psalms, recording His faithfulness and truth, His mercy 
arid His judgment. • 

The psalmist now is dying, and what does he speak 
of? He looks back and views his responsibilities. What 
does that impress him with? He sees what he ought to 
have been, and what he now owns he has not been. It 
is close quarters with God when a man gets to the border 
of eternity. All the flimsy things that men would trust 
in are gone. David sees what he ought to have been: 
"he that ruleth over men must be Just, ruling in the fear 
of God;" and then he says, (as if he caught sight of 
Another) "He shall be as the light of the morning, when 
the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the 
tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining 
after rain." Who, then, is his eye upon? Where is he 
looking at this very time? Down the ages his eye, as a 
seer, is passing, and it rests upon Him who alone can 
fill the throne aright—his son, and yet his Lord. He 
rests here on One who never fails. And where David's 
eye rested, there may ours rest too for 

What Jesns is, and that alone, 
Is faith's delightful plea; 

It does not rest in sinful self, 
Nor righteous self in me. 
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David says, "Although my house be not so with God," 
—although I have not been faithful to niy trust—''yet 
He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered 
in all things and sure; for this is all my salvation, and 
all my desire, although HL* make it not to grow." 

This involves another doctrine which we must look at, 
and it is our business to look at it fair in the face. Many 
are preaching now, that when the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes back, only a certain company of His people will 
go up. They read in the Scripture, "The Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first." Whom does that mean? 
All that died trusting Christ. "Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up," etc.—-and at once you 
find people sorting themselves up, and saying it is only 
"the faithful" or " watchful Christians" who will be 
taken. But the record of God is that "while the bride¬ 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and slept." Let us 
settle it in our souls then, that if the ground of going up 
to meet Christ is that of our own faithfulness, we will 
never go at all; but if it be this: "Faithful is He that 
calleth you, who also will do it," there we have something 
solid to rest upon. Dnvid confesses, "My house has not 
been so with God, yet He hath made with me an everlast¬ 
ing covenant, ordered in all things and sure, and this is 
all my salvation,'" etc. David views, first of all, what he 
ought to have been; then he owns he had not been this; 
and finally he looks on to Christ who would be this fully, 
and his eye and heart rest upon Him. 

Yes, we are going to heaven upon the ground of that 
peerless work of our precious Saviour, and God can 
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never dishonor the work of His dear Son. But what 
about our responsibility? This we will now look at. 

" These be the mighty men whom David had. " Here 
we pass from David's dying words, to David's men of 
war. If we "would know how we will go home, study 
David's dying words; and if we would know further the 
rewards we are to receive when we get home, study 
David's mighty men. 

What is going to be reckoned up then ? First of all 
our service, which the Lord is going to reward according 
to quality, not quantity. The first man we see here is 
the Tacbmonite, the man who "sat in the seat." And 
except a man learns to sit before God in worship, and 
long enough also to rind out what He would have him to 
do, all he will be doing will be but a heap of rubbish. 
We have yet to meet all our path again at the judgment-
seat of Christ, and the prime test will be, not how much 
we have done, but what were the motives which actuated 
us; what was the purpose before our hearts, and did the 
love of Christ constrain us? Was our object and aim to 
please Him? That is the prime consideration in this 
matter to start upon. 

Thus when David got the ark successfully home, and 
was going to build God a house; when God told him He 
would build him one instead, then, " David went in and 
sat before the Lord,"—he was perfectly overwhelmed 
with the sense of divine grace. The reason why much of 
our service will, alas, go to smoke in the day of the Lord, 
is, that we have not sat before the Lord, thus, and gone 
on in it in the joyful spirit of worshipers. We should 
serve Him because we cannot help doing so. 

But what did this Tachmonite do ? One thing is all 
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which is recorded. How many are trying to do some¬ 
thing great and therefore neglecting the one thing God 
sets them to do. If we do not start doing what God sets 
us to do and at the moment He claims it, and with what 
we have in hand, we will never do it if we lived to the age 
of Methuselah. This man then did something worth the 
doing: "He lifted up his spear against 800, whom he 
slew at one time." He did his one thing, once, and pa¬ 
tiently continued in it until it was done. We will never do 
anything that will stand the test of the judgment-seat of 
Christ if we do not start just where we are, and just as 
we are, and with what is within our reach at the time, 
and do it as though it may be all. Let us do then this 
one thing; then there will be something that will stand 
when Christ comes. 

Look at the next man, Eleazar. The men of Israel 
were gone away,—were fleeing from the enemy; and he 
arose and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary. 
But, mark, he did it when others did not do so. There 
are many who if all the neighbors were going in a certain 
way they would go that way too. But here is a man 
who not only did one thing, once, as we see in the first 
case, but he did his one thing when other people did not 
do it. Here we see a man who can stand upon his own 
feet, in his individual responsibility to God. 

But look at the third man, and let every heart that 
loves Christ be encouraged to be like Shatnmah. One 
day working there in his patch of ground, containing 
but the poor man's food—lentils, of which it was full 
however, down came the Philistines upon him; and "the 
people fled from them," but there he stood his ground; 
he holds his rudder true; "he stood in the midst of the 
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ground and defended it." The result was the Lord did 
all the rest and "wrought a great victory." Let us apply 
this. Many, alas, are giving up the full inspiration of 
the word of God. The facts of which it speaks they 
tell us are spiritual allegories. Let us then clasp to our 
hearts afresh this blessed Book for which many of our 
fathers died; let us cherish the spirit of those martyrs 
who suffered, not accepting deliverance, rather than give 
up any of its precious truths, and we will find it to be full 
of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and find in it 
also the consolations which they found. 

We will look now at but one thing more. We have 
seen a man who did but one thing once; another who 
did it when others did not do it; and then a man who 
but stood his ground. Let us look now at three men that 
stand together. IE we are right individually, if we can say 
that all is settled between us and God, and are earnestly 
.seeking to walk in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we will next be asking, "Has God put down in His holy 
Book any instructions for His people to walk together?" 
We do not believe what is often preached, that God has 
not given us anything as to this; nay, we find there as 
precise instructions for the worship of God's people as 
for the salvation of a sinner. If we say, as so many do, 
"Oh, those rules were Paul's rules,"—my friends, if the 
fourteenth chapter of first Corinthians is not what the 
apostle claims for it, this Book ought to be burned, for 
what it says is this: "If any man think himself to be 
spiritual, let him acknowlege that the things that I write 
unto you are the commandments of the Lord" If I did 
not believe that they were given by the Lord through His 
apostle Paul to His Church in that day, and to His 
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Church in this age, I might lose faith in the Book alto¬ 
gether. But I do believe it through and through, and I 
rest my soul upon it, not only as to my salvation, but as 
to all my pathway through the world. 

But what about these three men? They are looking 
up into the face of their king,—while the Philistines 
occupy Bethlehem and block the way to it—and hear 
him say: "Oh, that one would give me drink of the 
water of the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!" 
At once they take their lives into their hands, and off 
they go without the thought of danger; they broke 
through the host of the Philistines, drew the water from 
the well of Bethlehem and back they came with it to 
their beloved king. Three men banded together as the 
heart of one are here saying, We must carry out the 
king's desire, we must fulfil his longing, and they bring 
him that drink of water. What beautiful heart devotion 
to their David ! 

Fellow-Christian, when the matter of our church-fellow¬ 
ship is in question, when we come together as the people 
of God, it is not left to us to choose what fellowship we 
like best. But if we inquire, What has God written in 
His book, and what is His will, then our hearts are beat¬ 
ing true to the King, and we give Him that which He 
loves to receive. Let this, then, be our aim. 

If God says, "Love the brotherhood," this shuts out 
every brotherhood but one. As God Himself is an ex¬ 
clusive God, who shuts out all other gods, for He says, 
" I am God, and there is none beside Me," so here God 
teaches us that as there is one brotherhood which He 
owns, no other brotherhood may be tolerated. If I am 
put by the grace of God in company with all who love 
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the Lord Jesus Christ into the Church of God, then I 
must turn my back upon all these unequal yokes; and 
God says,—He means it too—" I will receive you, and 
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 

As distinctly, then, as our Bible says, "Be ye con¬ 
verted" so it says, "Be ye separate." We must then 
draw swords upon the enemy, and say, " Christ is my 
Captain, and I mean to follow Him." Let us step out 
then in obedience to His word, and we will find the joy 
of His complacency resting upon us as we seek to "do 
His commandments, and do those things that are pleas¬ 
ing in His sight." So shall we give to the heart of our 
King, that which will refresh Him. 
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TWICE BLESSED. 

A Gospel Address by P. J. Loizeaux. 

Read Fs. xxxii, 

I^WICE, you see dear friends, we have the word 
blessed \n the beginning verses of our psalm. It is 
God who says blessed, and when God says that, 

the blessing is worth having. 
Suppose that I read the first verse like this: Blessed 

is he who has no transgression to be forgiven, no sin to 
be covered. I would like the first man to stand up who 
could claim God's blessing on that basis. This audience 
represents the whole city of San Francisco, and San 
Francisco represents the whole world, for Scripture says, 
"As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man 
to man " (Prov. xxvii. ro.). If there is not one man in this 
audience who can say, I have never committed a trans¬ 
gression, there is not one anywhere. Indeed Scripture 
affirms this for it says, "There is none righteous, no, not 
one" (Rom. iii. 10). But I do not want to occupy you 
with the other sinners of the world. Here you are to¬ 
night yourselves, and it is to each one of you personally 
that I am addressing what I have to say. 

Sin is that lawless condition in man which refuses 
obedience to God; transgression is more than that; it is 
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or girl of all these boys and girls I .see all through t 
audience, has never disobeyed father or mother? Con 
dear children, is there one of you who could say to-nig 
I have never done anything which I knew to be contra 
to the will of my parents? And yet you knew perfec 
well that God has said, "Children, obey your parents 
all things" (Col. iii. 20). So when you disobeyed yo 
parents you transgressed against God who has, Himse 
placed you under subjection to father and mother. Y< 
are guilty, therefore, before God. 

Which of you, men and women, has not said th 
which you knew to be untrue ? Yet you knew well th 
God has forbidden false witness. Which of you has n 
been guilty of things which you would not even like to I 
mentioned in a public place like this? Why? Becau; 
God has stamped them as evil, and your conscience kne 
it, and you did them in the dark, and you would ratht 
have them stay in the dark. You are a transgresst 
against God. But you cannot always keep these thing 
in the dark. They shall be made as public as the sun ; 
noon. Hear the Saviour's own testimony, " There i 
nothing covered that shall not; be revealed ; neither hi 
that shall not be known. Therefore whatsoever ye hav 
spoken in darkness shall he heard in the light; and tha 
which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be prc 
claimed upon the housetops" (Luke xii. 2, 3). 

We may harden our consciences and refuse to think o 
this, but depend upon it, there is a God who is supreme 
there is a God who rules, and who takes notice of every 
thing. He is infinitely patient, but He has said tha 
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a fashion of bolstering themselves with the sins of their 
neighbors, especially of the professors of Christianity. 
They point to this minister, and to that elder or deacon, 
or to what that Sunday-school superintendent has done, 
and they triumphantly look up and say, I am not a hypo¬ 
crite anyhow, even if I am not so very good. Weil, it is 
distressing beyond measure to see the painful conduct go¬ 
ing on among professing Christians, and it points to the 
sad fact that many, many alas, are only professors, and 
not possessors of Cbrisi; but you are not such hypocrites, 
are you, who thus strengthen yourselves in your own 
sins ? And yet, are you not hiding your own sins ? 
Would you not run away from this place if God, who has 
seen all your life, were to chalk here on this waif, before 
all our eyes, everything He knows about you ? And so 
you are carefully hiding your sins, and you are not a 
hypocrite, are you? Well, you surely have a way of your 
own to make yourselves comfortable. 

But we return to our verse. It reads, "Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven." There is amazing at¬ 
traction here is there not, for the man, the woman, the 
child who is conscious of being a transgressor, and is 
burdened with it ? What hopelessness for us if it were 
not that there is forgiveness with God! What dread of 
Him! What blackness of darkness would the future be! 
We have transgressed, we have broken the glass, we can¬ 
not mend it. Oh how sweet to hear God's invitation : 
"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven," for it is 
an invitation, my dear friends, to draw near to Him. 

The basis of such grace is just ten psalms before—in 
the twenty-second, whose first verse prophetically records 
our Lord's cry on the cross. 
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God cannot be gracious at the expense of His justice. 
Transgression and sin are an awful thing to Him, which 
His justice must punish; so He delivered up His beloved 
Son Jesus Christ to the demands of justice that He might 
be able to exercise toward, us the grace of which we now 
speak. 

" Himself He could not save 
For justice must be done; 

Our sius' full weight must fall 
Upon tile sinless One." 

Iii Christ then, on the cross, justice was done, so now 
God is just and the justifier of every one who believes in 
Jesus (Rom. iii. 25-26). In Christ "we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of. His grace" (F.ph. i. 7; Col. i., 14; 1 John 
ii. 12), and passages innumerable which all declare that 
every believer in the Lord Jesus has the forgiveness of 
sins, and is justified from all his transgressions. What 
peace fills the soul, beloved friends, when we learn this 
blessed news. Have you learned it? Have you peace 
with God? Are you sure of your salvation? Do you 
glory in the cross of Christ where all this was righteously 
secured to us? Oh that every one of you could say to¬ 
night in truth, Yes I know that my transgressions are 
forgiven, my sin covered by the blood of jesus. Such 
are blessed indeed. Their future is no more dark, for 
their judgment is now behind instead of be/ore them, The 
judgment of believers was at the cross of Christ, that of 
unbelievers will be at the great white throne. So teaches 
the word of God. 

It is the privilege of all to have their account settled 
now, before court is in session. This is the day of 
grace; and depend upon it, all who have not profited by 
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it have thereby become far more guilty than if they had 
not known it. An awful eternity is before them. 

Only a word to add, in connection with this part of 
our subject, that sin covered is more than transgression for¬ 
given : It is our whole condition as sinners before God 
hid forever from His view. The believer is a man who 
is now "in Christ," all that he was covered out of sight, 
as the once prodigal son was covered by his father with 
the best robe. First, his father kissed him; that is for¬ 
giveness; then he said, "Bring forth the best robe, and 
put it on him ;" thus he was covered, Christ is made to 
us, of God, wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption. So says the end of the first chapter of 
first Corinthians, Are we not well covered thus ? Well, 
beloved, nothing less could enable us to enter God's holy 
presence, and to sit at our Father's table in comfort. 

Let us now look at the other "Blessed"; it is no repeti¬ 
tion of the first. God never repeats Himself. Did you 
ever see two men absolutely alike? Never. And yet 
there are a good many men in the world. None but an 
almighty God could produce such diversity in uniformity. 
Well, this Book has the same signature as the book of 
creation. We have two good, truthful witnesses of our 
blessed God in them. Every word here counts. He 
never speaks for the sake of speaking. This second 
"Blessed" belongs especially to them who know the first 
one. It says, " Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord 
imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile." There is nobody so much in danger of guile as 
the children of God, because they are a people who have 
learned the heinousness of sin. They have learned its 



TWICE BLKSSED. 87 

awf illness by the price it cost our adorable Redeemer to 
put it away. They have learned the holiness of God by 
the fact that that great sacrifice alone could avail to give 
us a place before Him, and make us happy there. Know¬ 
ing these things they are therefore more liable to practise 
guile, to excuse themselves, to palliate the sins which 
they may commit, than the people to whom sin is of little 
import. You will often find it hardest therefore to ob¬ 
tain a confession of wrong from such as have the most 
delicate sense of what wrong is. It costs them a great 
deal to make it. All, truly blessed is the man in whose 
spirit is no guile,—ready to own before God all his 
wrongs, and hide nothing from his Father. 

Why should he not ? for he is also that blessed man to 
whom God imputeth not iniquity. David, who wrote this 
psalm, was a child of God. When he committed that 
great iniquity against one of his most faithful men, what 
would have become of him if God imputed iniquity to 
him? Guile seems to have been in his spirit, for he 
sought to hide bis sin until the prophet Nathan was 
sent of God to him to charge him with it. Then he 
breaks down. Guile is gone. He owns all before God, 
and God forgives him. As he says himself: " I acknowl¬ 
edged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not 
hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." The 
iniquity is not imputed to him. Whatever sorrows he 
had yet to reap from what he had done, he does not perish. 
God does not impute iniquity to His children; they 
therefore do not perish. Many Christians are troubled 
about this question: How does God deal with His chil¬ 
dren when they have sinned ? He acts as He has im-
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planted in us to act toward our children: If our servant 
refuses to do his task, we discharge him-—we impute his 
sin to him. If our child refuses to do his task, we do 
not discharge him—we chasten him. We do not send 
him off and say to him, you are no more my child. The 
relation of child and parent cannot be set aside, because 
there is a life and nature imparted in it which is there 
and always there. The relation of servant and master, 
or of disciple and teacher involves no such thing. It has 
no life imparted in it. It is only an external relation, 
which may therefore cease when the master is no longer 
pleased with his servant, or when the disciple turns to 
another teacher. 

I say, then, to one who was my servant, You are now 
no more my servant, and to one who was teacher, You 
are no more my teacher, I have chosen another. But I 
can never say to my child, You are no more my child. I 
would lie if I did, for he is my child still. I may have to 
correct him, to suffer from his ways, to be put to shame 
by him, to pay ugly debts that he has made; I may be 
compelled to chasten him sore to bring him to subjection 
and the path which I love, but at no time can I say he is 
no longer my child. He has my very nature in him. So 
have the children of God the nature of God in them. 
"As many as received Him, to (hem gave He power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 
12, 13). Of. such the Lord Jesus says : " My sheep hear 
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me ; and I 
give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of My hand. My Father, 
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which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to pluck them out of My Father's hand" (John x. 

Why will not the people of God learn from the Scrip¬ 
tures the things that differ, just as they learn in nature 
the things that differ there ? 

Thus, beloved friends, we who believe are blessed in¬ 
deed : Blessed with the forgiveness of all our transgres¬ 
sions, and sin covered; blessed with eternal security— 
no imputation of iniquity. Brethren, such grace invites 
our spirits to be without guile, does it not? We can 
afford to be sincere before God, can we not ? whatever 
we may have to own to Him. We can in truth invite 
Him with the words which He Himself puts into our 
mouths: "Search me, O God, and know my heart; try 
ine, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" 
(Vs. cxxxix. 23, 24). 

See how the knowledge of this grace acts upon the 
soul: This very man, when guile was in his spirit—when 
he was trying to hide from God—had to complain of the 
heaviness of God's hand upon him, of his moisture being 
turned into the drought of summer. But now that, in¬ 
stead of hiding from God he hides in God, he declares 
that such as learn the grace which he has learned, the 
floods of great waters shall not come nigh unto them • 
that God preserves him from trouble; and yet more, that 
God shall compass him about with songs of deliverance. 
"Nay," echoes the apostle, "in all these things we are 
more than conquerors, through him that loved us " (Rom. 
viii. 37). No wonder he adds "Selah " after such things. 
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Selah means a musical pause. As if he said, Dwell a 
little on the magnificent strain we have just heard. 

God now gives a promise to such: He says, " I will 
instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou shalt 
go: I will guide thee with Mine eye." Do any think 
that salvation is the end'l That the children of God need 
no instruction, no guidance? that they can now choose 
for themselves and walk the path they like best? I fear 
many think so. Their idea is that when sinners are con¬ 
verted the great work is done. Far be it from any one 
to depreciate evangelistic work. Would God there were 
more of it, more earnest longing after the souls of men, 
more readiness in us all to endure hardness in fishing 
them out of this great sea of sinners. You, strong young 
men, be in earnest; seek after men; think not that you 
have to be able to preach to do this; many are won by 
personal interest and conversation, by a pointed tract; 
only be full of Christ, of His love, of the sense of the 
terror of the Lord upon these poor lost souls when they 
appear before the throne of judgment. 

But do not think that when you have fished out a soul 
the work is done. It is no more done than you are done 
with that babe which was born to you the other day. 
No, the work is not done, it is only just begun. There 
is just as much need of divine instruction and guidance 
now for these saved souls as there is need of human for 
these babes of yours. For our God has given us His 
Word and His Spirit — His eye, as He calls it here. 
Have we not come to this city, some of us, to purposely 
spend a few days together over the Scriptures that we 
may learn the mind of our God for our way? Are we 
not thankful that He has sent His Holy Spirit from 
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heaven to dwell in us, and lead into all truth, that the 
will of God revealed in His Word may thus dwell in us 
and activate us in all things ? 

Only we need a warning now: " Be ye not as the 
horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding." 
Of course, the people of God can never be horses and 
mules. Those were unclean beasts in the Jewish cere¬ 
monials. The people of God are sheep. But sheep may 
be as unruly and stubborn as horses and mules some¬ 
times. Let us beware of this. There could be no un-
ruliness if there were no rule, and God has rule for His 
people to be under. There could be no stubborness if 
there were no will to be opposed, and God has a will for 
His people to be subject to. Beloved if we want to 
prosper in the things of God we must have our neck 
under the Lord's yoke. We must learn obedience. 
Well, did you ever see a family of unruly children a 
happy family ? You never did. Happiness is found 
only in subjection. The end of our will is always sor¬ 
row; that of God's will always happiness. Therefore, 
"be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous; and 
shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart." 
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LAW AND GRACE CONTRASTED. 

An Address by B. C. Greenman. 

Keb. x. 19-25. 

THIS brief portion has three distinct exhortations in 
it to the people of God. They each commence 
in the same way, with a term that is characteristic 

of the dispensation in which we a re^" LET US." We 
can readily see that we are no longer upon that ground 
where God gave people peremptory commands. In the 
Old Testament it is, "Thou shalt" and "Thou shalt 
not;" and added to that, to the one who disobeyed those 
commands, "Let him die the death;''1—that if man diso¬ 
beyed God's commands, they should be cut off from this 
life, and die in the midst of their days. Eefore we look at 
what is in contrast with this, let us distinctly understand 
this fact: the law never promised to people anything 
further as a reward of obedience to it, than long life here 
on the earth. Many think that if man kept the law,—if 
he could keep it perfectly, he would go to heaven. The 
fact that people die, however, is a witness that they did 
not do so. If the law said, "The man that doeth these 
things, he shall live in them" then death is the plainest 
possible proof that man never did do them. If God had 
said, "Do this and thou shalt go to heaven," the reward 
would be too far out of sight for us to know who did 
keep it. But when God said, "Do this, and thou shalt 
live" then as everybody died, we see that nobody did 
keep it. 
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Take a second point: if man did not keep the law, 
(and death is the distinct witness of that fact) then peo¬ 
ple suppose that Christ kept the law for us; that His 
keeping it is passed over to our credit, and that this is 
the righteousness in which we stand before God. I3i.it 
no passage of Scripture asserts any such theory at all. 
On the contrary it says that, "If righteousness come by 
the law, then Christ is dead in vain" (Gal. ii. 21). It 
says again that He was "made a curse for us." Was 
that His holy life? No, but His vicarious death, when 
reckoned among transgressors. When man had done his 
worst, had mocked and crucified Him, and the cloud of 
darkness covered His cross, what happened? God smote 
Him for sins which He had never committed; there upon 
the tree He was made a curse, governmentally, for the 
Scripture says, " Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree." Not only that: what means that bitter cry, "My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" The 
Scripture says, "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him, He 
hath put Him to grief," because it says also in the same 
portion, "The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His 
hands" (Isa. liii. 10). That is, the holy God could find 
no way in which He could both judge sin and justify the 
sinner, but to visit upon Christ's holy head the sins of 
all who trust in Him, as the Scripture says, "The Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." 

A Christian man with two little boys, inquired of one, 
"Do you think that God could have taken us to heaven 
without the sufferings of His Son?" The boy said, "Yes, 
for all things are possible with God;" and this seemed a 
most conclusive answer. But we must test all things. 
He then asked the other, "My boy, could God have 
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saved us apart from the sacrifice of His beloved Son ? 
"No, father," he replied. "And where do you learn 
that ?" " Why, father, in the garden of Gethseraane 
when He fell down and prayed to His Father, did not 
He say, 'O My Father, if it be possible, take away this 
cup from Me ?' and it was not possible, for He went to 
the cross and died to save us." This is true. That the 
holiness of God might be unsullied—that mercy and 
truth might meet together, and righteousness and peace 
kiss each other,—the only ground on which it could ever 
be, was the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

If we turn to the second record of the law, in Deut. 
xxxii. 46, 47 we read: "Through this thing ye shall pro¬ 
long your days in the land," etc. It promised long life 
in the land of Canaan. And unless we get these things 
into their proper place it is all hopeless confusion to us. 
How often is it brought against the blessed doctrine of 
the eternal security of the people of God, that Ezekiel 
says: If the righteous turns from his righteousness he 
shall be lost; and that if the wicked turn from his wicked¬ 
ness he shall be saved? It says just enough for careless 
readers to take it so, but there is no such thing in the 
book of Ezekiel; yet, how often poor sinners are set 
upon the wrong track, with the thought that salvation is 
by turning from wickedness and doing that which is law¬ 
ful and right. Let us then examine these portions in 
Ezek. chaps, xviii. and xxxiii. 

First of all, the law was to be the righteousness of 
Israel to whom God gave it, as He says in Deut. vi. 25 ; 
but in the New Testament the apostle says : "Not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Jesus Christ, even the righteous-
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ness of God, which is by faith" (Phil. iii). A true 
Christian eschews all righteousness which is by the law, 
and what he stands in before God is a righteousness 
that is got,-—not by working, but by believing. If a 
righteous man under the law turned from his righteous¬ 
ness, what happened to him? It says, He shall not 
live, but shall die. Then, "If a wicked man turns from 
his wickedness, ;ind does that which is lawful and right, 
he shall save his soul alive." It then simply means this: 
that if a man turned from wickedness and kept the law, 
he would live on earth, the place where God's law was 
given. He would "save his soul alive"; but let me show 
you the use of that word in Scripture. Abraham in go¬ 
ing to Egypt says to his wife, "They will covet you, and 
will kill me to get you; tell them you are my sister, and 
my soul shall Jive, because of thee." Could he mean that 
he would go to heaven by this act of deceit? Of course 
not, but that lie would continue in life and would not be 
killed by the Egyptians. Thus Abraham having his soul 
kept alive by Sarah's deception, explains the passage, 
"the man that does that which is lawful and right," saves 
his soul alive—i. e. goes on living. But mark further the 
distinct witness of Scripture as to the law, " As many as 
are of the works of the law, are under the curse." Let 
us look it fair in the face. What is the embodiment of 
the law, as the Son of God Himself explains it ? "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, and thy neighbor as thyself." Can 
any say, I have fulfilled that before God ? He who dare 
say so, neither knows himself nor God. He does not 
know what such love means at all. 
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No hope can on the ]aw be built, 
Of justifying grace; 

The law that shows the sinner's guilt, 
Condemns him to his face. 

Two persons were contending as to a spot on the 
other's face; they went together to the mirror, and the 
thing was settled. The mirror showed the spot there; 
but had no power to take it off? He went from the mir¬ 
ror to the wash-basin, and the spot was removed. The 
one is the law, and the other is the gospel. The law tells 
me what I ought to be, but it also witnesses that I have 
never been that. The gospel tells me what Christ is for 
sinners who need Him, that the sinner, pardoned and 
cleansed, may be at peace in the presence of God, as His 
word also witnesses to us: "Having therefore, brethren, 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
let us draw near." But, often, when we witness that the 
law was never intended to save people—-that it was given 
to curse instead of to save—to stop man's mouth from 
self-praise-—to bow him in the dust, not set him up be¬ 
fore God, they say, "Well, what did God give the law 
for? If He did not give the law to save people, what 
did He give it for?" Scripture answers: It was the 
ministration of death and of condemnation (2 Cor. iii. 7, 
9). The apostle Paul, in Galatians, tells us that the law 
answers to Hagar of old, in Abraham's house. Was it 
according to God that Hagar was Abraham's wife? God 
disciplines Abraham for that. He never intended that a 
bond-woman should be Abraham's wife, and He would 
not recognize her child as the promised seed. If Hagar 
filled her place well as Sarah's maid, she filled a very bad 
place as Abraham's wife. So the law is the handmaid of 
the gospel; but Christendom puts Hagar in the place of 
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mistress, and God has said that He will not" recognize 
the children of the bond-woman, for "Jerusalem above 
is the mother of us all"—the children of grace and of 
promise. 

In the epistle to the Hebrews, exhorting his brethren, 
the apostle says; "Let us draw near, let us holdfast, let 
us consider one another to provoke unto love and good 
works." These exhortations begin in the fourth chapter 
when the foundation has been laid with: "Let us there¬ 
fore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into 
His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it." 

Why does lie saj', "Let us fear"? Is it, then, Chris¬ 
tian doctrine to teach the people of God to fear that 
they may slip by the way and be lost after all? No, 
surely, no. For a man to have a single fear as to the 
value of Christ's blood to save him,-—or as to his accept¬ 
ance with God, only proves that he does not know the 
value of his Saviour's work, nor rest his heart upon the 
blessed message of peace that declares it, but has got 
things upside down. Rut as the apostle is speaking of 
the Christian profession of all that company who bear the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, who are baptized unto 
Him, he must needs test that profession, and so search 
out the real from the false. 

This first exhortation then to the Hebrews is, " Let us 
therefore fear;" because it puts before us all the difficul¬ 
ties of the way. We see the people of Israel despising 
the bread from heaven; they said, "Our souls loath this 
light bread." They despised also and broke His holy , 
law; they danced around the golden calf, and said, 
"These be thy gods;" and they also said, "Let us make 
a captain and go back to Egypt, for as for this Moses, we 
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wot not what is become of him." The bread from heaven 
they loathed, the law of God they refused and broke, and 
the pleasant land they despised. And what did God do? 
He said to Moses, Store up a golden pot of this manna, 
and put it in the ark; take these tables of the law which 
I have written, and put them in the ark of the testimony; 
and lay up the rod that budded and bloomed also in the 
ark, for a witness against these rebels. All three were 
the witness of their rebellion; and if God had not put 
these things under cover of the ark, His just judgment 
would have swept them from the face of the earth ; but 
He put all into the ark; and on that ark was placed its 
cover of pure gold, called the Mercy-seat, with the cheru¬ 
bim over it, their faces toward the Mercy-seat, always sur¬ 
veying this golden throne of God. On the great day of 
atonement, the high-priest, with snow-white robes, and 
the blood of atonement, passed in beyond the second 
veil, with a cloud of incense from the golden censer, lest 
he should see God, and die; and then, what a moment of 
vital importance! he passed up to this throne of God, 
and sprinkled the blood upon it once, and seven times 
before it. God's claims were thus satisfied; God's right¬ 
eousness was vindicated, and that blood of atonement 
upon His throne enabled Him to say in the face of the 
enemy, "I have not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither 
have I seen perverseness in Israel." There was plenty 
of it there; Moses saw it, for he said, "A stiff-necked 
and rebellious people have ye been." But God, who 

. knew them best, God, who is of purer eyes than to be¬ 
hold iniquity and who could not look upon sin, He 
looked out from His golden throne and said of that same 
people, " I have not beheld iniquity" there. There is 
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only one explanation, and it is this: because He mould 
not. There is only one thing which the holy eye of God 
cannot see through, and that is the blood of atonement. As 
the angels then surveyed this mercy-seat, that sprinkled 
blood was always present to their eye. And what was 
beneath it? The law, (witness of their rebellion), the 
golden pot of manna, and Aaron's rod that budded-, and 
God had placed over it the mercy-seat, and upon it was 
"the blood of sprinkling." 

A poor woman once, when asked, upon her death-bed, 
where her sins were, answered, "They are all under the 
blood of Christ, and they will never be found." Another, 
a poor young man, who had reached the end without hav¬ 
ing satisfactorily settled the matter how he stood with 
God, (oh, how he craved for rest! but when the house is 
being taken down, brick by brick, it is no time to be ex¬ 
amining the foundation, or the ground are we standing on 
before God ? If we are standing upon our works, or 
upon ordinances, there is no salvation in them. The 
only refuge in the hope set before us is to cast anchor 
upon Christ, and say: "Thy precious blood, Lord Jesus, 
and that alone, will suffice for a poor sinner like me") 
—this young man said, " I am not satisfied; can you not 
give me one passage from God's word to assure me that 
all is right for those who trust Christ?" and the servant 
of the Lord quoted: "Thou hast cast all their sins be¬ 
hind Thy back.'" "Oh," he said, "that is good, to think 
He has put all my sins where the enemy cannot get at 
them." But as he was about to take the comfort of it, in 
a flash came this difficulty: what if God should turn 
round, then all his sins would be before His face; and 
so he had another shaking. Again he said, "Is there not 
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a passage that speaks plainer even than this?" and the 
servant of the Lord quoted: "Thou wilt subdue our ini¬ 
quities, Thou wilt cast them into the depths of the sea;" 
and the dear young man about to take home the comfort 
of this, remembered, "The sea shall give up the dead 
that are in it," and "oh, what if my sins come up along 
with them!" and once more lie pleaded for a passage 
clearer still. The servant of the Lord then gave him 
this: " I , even I am lie that blotteth out thy transgres¬ 
sions, and will no more remember thy sins.1' "Is that in 
the Bible ? " he cried ; then, " thank God 1 can rest there." 

Not one straight passage of the word of God is there 
which says that any child of God shall ever stand before 
the throne of God to be judged; the Judge Himself as¬ 
sures us instead, "They shall not come into judgment, but 
are passed from death unto life." The Spirit of God says 
also, "There is no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus"; and God witnesses here, "Their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more" If God says, "no 
more," that is exactly what He means; and in this tenth 
chapter of Hebrews, four times we find "no more." It 
says, if a man's conscience is purged by the blood of 
Christ, that is, if he has trusted the sacrifice that atones 
for sin, there is "no more conscience of sins.''1 That is, 
we can have perfect rest, and say, "Thank God, this is 
settled. Many a question we may have still, but this is 
done with, disposed of, settled, God is satisfied and He 
says, "No more conscience of sins "— a conscience 
purged from every stain of sin upon it. Next as to God's 
judgment: there is, "JVb more remembrance of sins." As 
to our consciences they are purged by the blood of 
Christ; as to God's judgment there is no more remem-
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brance of sins. Next, "Where remission of these is, there 
is no more offering for sin." Why not ? Because there is 
no need of one. If the blood of Christ cleanses from all 
sin, it must be an invention of the enemy to bring in a 
purgatory. 

Last of all, if men turn from Christ, refuse this blessed 
salvation, will not have the purging of the blood of Jesus, 
there remaineth '' no more sacrifice for sins ; " there is noth¬ 
ing but the blackness of darkness forever, nothing but the 
fiery indignation, because the salvation now offered is 
rejected. 

Now the apostle says: "Having, therefore, brethren, 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
let us draw near." What does he mean? He is writing 
to those who knew well the tabernacle and the temple, 
which were divided into two pavts; the first, which was 
entered by the first veil,—the holy place; then, that 
which was entered by the second veil,—the holiest of all. 

Here comes a man, in those days of old, to the door of 
fhe tabernacle. He is leading a Iamb for sacrifice. A priest 
meets him at the door, and asks, What do you bring this 
for? There the man stands before God and says, It is a 
sacrifice to atone for my sin, which I have committed 
against my neighbor. He has wronged his neighbor, and 
the law says, Thou shalt make restitution, and he has 
made it. But sin has not only a relation to us and to our 
neighbor, but to God also. " I have sinned against heaven 
and before T/iee," said the prodigal. So the man who has 
all settled with his neighbor, by repayment for the wrong 
he has done (adding a fifth part to his trespass) now 
brings a sacrifice to God; he binds it to the altar, lays 
his hands upon its head, and says, This stands for me— 
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showing that he identifies himself with it—he then kills 
the victim with his own hand. He might be a tender¬ 
hearted man and say, Oh, I cannot possibly do it; cannot 
one of the Levites kill it for me ? But no, the law is in¬ 
exorable; it reads, "He shall kill it before the Lord." 

So, beloved, if we have never stood before God on 
yonder hill of Calvary, by faith to say, " I am the sinner 
that put Thee, holy Saviour, on that cross; I am the sin¬ 
ner that did it by my sins," then we cannot hear from 
those blessed lips the assuring words, " Sinner, thy sins 
be forgiven thee; go in peace." So, of old, the victim was 
brought to the door of the tabernacle, slain, its blood 
poured into the basin, and the priest put some of the 
blood upon the horns of the altar, and pours out the rest 
at the bottom, to indicate that the man's sins were cov¬ 
ered, and God's holy claims have been met. The man 
can go away happy, and say : I have met my neighbor's 
obligation with the sum I paid him; I have also met the 
claims of a holy God with this spotless sacrifice, and am 
as clear as if I had not sinned at all. 

Into the holy place, the priests went to fulfil their ser¬ 
vice, and God's meeting-place for them was the golden 
altar of incense. But where could the high-priest go? 
Beyond the first and second veils into the holiest of all. 
But mark, God said, "Speak unto Aaron thy brother, 
that he come not at all times into the holiest, lest he die." 
He could go into the holiest of all only on state occa¬ 
sions-—once a year. But where could Moses go? God 
said to him (Ex. xxv. 22) of the holiest of all, "there will 
I meet thee, and there will I commune with thee, from 
above the mercy-seat." But Scripture says now to all 
God's saints: " Boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
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blood of Jesus." How many of us believe this great truth 
of the common priesthood of all Christians—that there 
is no distinct class now between God and His people-— 
no select priesthood in Christianity, but a holy priesthood 
composed of all who love Christ, every brother and 
sister constituted by the grace that saved them, holy 
priests unto God? This truth is well nigh obliterated in 
Christendom. I was brought up in a system that dis¬ 
owned it altogether. 

Some years since, a servant of Christ and myself were 
at tea with a Christian doctor. At the same table was a 
young curate of the Church of England; the doctor 
gave thanks for the food ; he filled the office of priest 
himself. When he had ended, the young curate, who was 
an evangelical, said, " I am glad to meet a man who knows 
lie is a priest in his own house." That was a partial 
truth ; but we want the whole truth. My friend remarked, 
"Not only priest in his own house, but he is a priest 
everywhere." That is the truth of God, and it needs to 
be specifically applied. I will give you a case. 

Once when I was exceedingly discouraged as a young 
Christian, finding rejection on every hand, and being 
easily cast down, I made up my mind I would give up 
presenting the truth to others. I was passing near a 
miserable cabin where was a woman in poverty and dis¬ 
tress, and from that little spot where no comfort seemed 
to be, I heard the voice of praise going up to God. I 
said to myself, There is one of God's priests; she is not 
singing for my ear; but the sweet savor oE her sacrifice 
going up to God has come down to me too; and I said: 
Shame on myself, with Christian fellowship, and so many 
mercies, and this child of God as a priest at the golden 
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altar, and I so downcast and discouraged ! I was re¬ 
stored to hope afresh • by it God put me on my feet 
again; and I have never ceased since to preach the grace 
of God, for I there realized that to be a priest is greater 
than to be a preacher. 

Another case I will give as illustrating how "holy 
orders," in a scriptural sense, are taken. A friend of 
mine once had a Roman Catholic priest sent to his house 
as a practical joke. On returning home at night, there 
was this French priest. He said: You see, I am a priest, 
and he introduced himself as lather . My friend 
replied, " I see that you are what men call a priest; and I 
am a priest also, by God's grace." "You, a priest! 
When did you become a priest?" enquired the Romanist. 
After they had got by themselves after tea together, my 
friend asked the priest, "Will you receive anything that 
the apostle Peter says about this subject of holy orders?" 
Oh, yes, he would do that. He then turned to the second 
chapter of first Peter, third verse, " If so be ye have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as unto a 
living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
God, and precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up 
a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." He then 
went on : "You know whether you have rested your soul 
or not upon the precious blood of Christ; and if that is 
true, if so be you have tasted that the Lord is gracious, 
ye also are a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri¬ 
fices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." He read 
further, in the ninth verse, and showed him that Simon 
Peter was addressing all his brethren,—he did not say, 
We the apostles, but said to all Christians alike, " Ye are 
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a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people." He then also showed this French 
priest, who had taken holy orders at the hands of man, 
that all God's priests were born again, not by baptism, 
but by believing the gospel; and also were not redeemed 
by silver or gold, but by the precious blood of Jesus. It 
sank like molten lead into his heart; he knew that his 
priesthood was a. purely human invention, and in great 
distress lie left, my friend seeing him upon his way. 
When he reached a lonely place he thus let out the bur¬ 
den of his soul; "If I could say that I was a priest such 
as you say you are, whose sins are all forgiven, I would 
give- all that I have in this world to possess it." Soon, 
—for whatever reason—this priest was removed from the 
place; but here remains the blessed truth, then told. If 
we arc the children of God, then we are His priests also; 
and not only priests in our own houses but priests every¬ 
where. 

Let us apply this truth practically. First, if one re¬ 
cognizes his Christian priesthood, he would never eat 
his food without sanctifying it. Prayer and praise must 
be found in the habitation of the righteous. If one 
knows he is a priest, he will never consent to have the 
Lord's supper where clerical or ministerial hands dispense 
it. The Lord's supper is not a sacrament; for a sacra¬ 
ment is something bound with a solemn oath. Nor is it 
a sacrifice, for there is but one, and that has already 
been accepted of God. What is it then? The Lord 
Jesus said, "Do this in remembrance of Me," for He 
knew we would forget Him. On the one hand Satan 
perverts the Lord's supper into a means of grace to save 
men; on the other, he gets numbers of Christians ignor-



i o 6 NOTES OF ADDRESSES. 

ing it, as though it was of no value. The Lord's supper 
is not a sacrifice, nor a sacrament, but is what the Bible 
calls it a "feast;" and a feast is not a place for sackcloth 
and ashes, but for those who having heard the joyful 
sound, now know that they are saved. ^ When one knows 
that the blood of atonement has availed for him,-then he 
wishes to take the Lord's supper as the Lord said, "This 
do in remembrance of Me." But then it is also the "com¬ 
munion of the body and blood of Christ." This means 
something that two participate in. Is there communion 
between the living and the dead? Can one who loves 
Christ, and another who hates Him have communion? 
There is no communion between the living and the dead. 
God's word also says the Lord's supper is a feast (i Cor. 
v. S). Then let us keep it like a feast; thank God, with 
happy hearts, but with clean hands; purging out the 
leaven of evil. First, then, it is a remembrance; again, 
il is a communion; then it is a feast; and last of all, it 
is a showing forth, or announcing the Lord's death, until 
He comes (i Cor. xi. 26). We should then take the 
Lord's supper simply in the name of the Lord Jesus, with 
no priestly hands to dispense it, but, as it were, direct 
from the hands of Christ, as He once said, " Divide it 
among yourselves." Therein we testify that all our hopes 
of heaven rest on the blood of Jesus; that the work on 
which our salvation hangs is His atoning work upon the 
cross. 

Although the common priesthood of God's people is 
not taught in so many words in the tenth chapter of 
Hebrews, it is yet as plain as the sun in mid-heaven. 
How could we be exhorted to enter into the holiest where 
only the high-priest of old could go, if we were not 
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priests? And it further shows distinctly that there is 
but one Great Priest, our Lord Jesus, and all His people 
are the lesser priests. Do we believe it ? If we do we 
will not take our food without blessing God for it, sancti¬ 
fying it with the word of God and prayer. If we are 
priests, and act upon it, we will put upon the altar the 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to Him who saved us, 
•—not insult God by calling a certain number of His peo¬ 
ple. His priests. There is not a line of Scripture, that 
does so in this dispensation; nay it says that all who 
trust the Lord Jesus Christ are alike constituted, the mo¬ 
ment they do so, priests unto God. Satan knows full 
well if he can but get us to hand up our religion into the 
hands of another, we need not be so particular as to our 
ways, for another sees to our spiritual things for us. 

All the people of God, then, are seen to be priests from 
the first exhortation, "Let us draw near." But not only 
are we priests, but stewards also, and are exhorted, " Let 
us holdfast the profession of our faith, without wavering." 
[f"let us draw near" shows the believer's relation to 
God, this second exhortation shows his relation to the 
woild. If, then, Christians are called upon to walk apart 
from the world as those who are not of it, and to live as 
realizing that Christ's name is stamped upon them, that 
does not fit with fellowship in Masonic and other secret 
societies, nor with the commercial, political and other un¬ 
equal yokes by which so many of God's children are en¬ 
tangled. 

To the Thessalonians the apostle Paul could write, 
though he had been but three weeks among them, " Re¬ 
membering your work of faith and labor of love and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ;" and again, 
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" Ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and 
Achaia;" "ye turned to God, from idols to serve the liv¬ 
ing and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven." 
Oh that God in His grace would give us more of this 
blessed New Testament Christianity that turns men to 
God,—that makes souls dash to pieces their idols, and 
turns their hearts to wait for His Son from heaven. He 
who is coming has said: "Hold fast that which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown." 

How wide is the range of what we are to hold fast: 
one most important thing is, Hold fast the faith ; hold 
fast the form of sounds words. 

But alas! the people of God, instead of standing for 
His truth listen to any nonsense that comes along. None 
should ever give a second hearing to a man who does 
not preach the vital truths of Scripture, for all has a di¬ 
rect relation to Christ. Christianity means God's Christ; 
and the Christ of whom the Bible witnesses is " God over 
all, blessed forever." All the latter day sects, to a man, 
are heretical as to this cardinal truth, and many who are 
now busy preaching the Holy Spirit deny Christ or the 
value of His work. A man need not put the cornice on 
his roof, nor fresco the ceiling of his house, if the foun¬ 
dation of it is rotten; and so one that is not sound as to 
the person of the Son of God, cannot be right anywhere 
with God. If men think little of His holy sacrifice, God 
thinks much of it. If they think little of those agonies 
of Jesus upon the cross, God regards them as the sweet¬ 
est savor, and it is for us, as God's stewards, to be faith¬ 
ful with the sacred trust committed to us. 

Finally, there is a word here that shows our relation 
to the people of God: "Let us consider one another, to 
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provoke unto love and to good works." First, our rela¬ 
tion to God,—"Draw near." Next, our relation lo the 
world,—-"Holdfast." Then, our relation to our fellow-
Christians,—" Consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works.'' How many are now playing with 
false doctrine; and to come and show them what these 
things are, is surely but doing them a good service. Ali 
these damnable heresies we are to hate, and draw swords 
upon them. "Through thy precepts I get understand¬ 
ing, therefore, / hate every false way" (1's. cxix. 104). 
God is not mocked; and if we use His truth like play¬ 
things,—allow a question as to the entire inspiration of 
Scripture, or any of the blessed foundation-doctrines of 
His word, we must do so at our peril. God has His 
mind about it all, He cannot be turned from it. He can¬ 
not deny Himself, and must teach such, to their sorrow, 
that His truth abides forever. The only happiness for 
any of us is to be of one mind with Him; and we only can 
be so as we draw near to Him, as we hold fast His truth, 
and as we consider one another to provoke one another 
to love and to good works. 

The apostle gives at least a sample application of this 
last injunction, in the words: "Not forsaking the as¬ 
sembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is, 
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as ye 
see the day approaching." The faithful attendance of 
the meetings, as far as in us lies, without regard to what 
benefits we may receive from them, but to fulfil the word 
of the Lord, is both our holy privilege and serious re¬ 
sponsibility. Simeon and Anna, cleaving to the temple, 
were rewarded by a sight of the promised Christ there, 
and their hearts filled with gladness. In contrast, 
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Thomas not being with the rest of the disciples when the 
Lord appeared, left him a week longer in his unbelief, 
and so alas, often still with many another. God not 
only exhorts us to faithfulness, and to love the place 
where His honor dwellefh, but He rewards it now, as 
also in the day that is coming. 

May the Lord add His blessing and cause these things 
to sink deep into our hearts so that their effect may be 
seen in the days of eternity. 


