




































































































































































































































" We have this treasUl'e in earthen vessels, 
that the exce l lency of the power may be of God, 
and not of us."-2 Car. iv. 7. 

Blessed he, who from the strife has entered 
God's fair Home of peace for evermore-­

Sounds of the great world's confuaion murmuring 
As the sea upon a distant shore ; 

Here, ere yet his earthly day is done, 
His eternal task of love begun. 

Trans, from TER ST!EOKN, 

Jesus, we wait for Thee, 
With Thee to have our part ; 

What can full joy and b!essing be 
But being where Thou art ? 

J. N. D. 



I IO LIBERTY AND POWER. 

IT is to my mind a wonderful thing 
that believers can be maint.ained in the 
power of the Holy Ghost in spite of 
the power of the enemy, the power of 
death, and the lawlessness of man ; 
maintained in all the good of God's 
kingdom--..which is righteousness, peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost-even while 
the outward conditions of things remain 
unchanged, and will remain until the 
coming of the Lord. 

Righteousness, peace and joy are 
things that characterise heaven; right­
eousness is in heaven, peace reigns in 
heaven, and joy is found in heaven. 
They are brought down to us in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and are thus 
established in our hearts in spite of 
everything we see around us. 

F. E. R. 

THE utmost strength and vigour of 
nature cannot sustain us in the mind 
of God or in the path of His will. 
"Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall." 1n the service of God everything 
that is of the flesh breaks down. But 
God de1ights to impart to 1-Iis saints 
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what is of Himself, so that we rnay 
become characterised by divine power. 
" But they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew [ margin, change J their 
strength." Instead of human strength, 
which is only utter weakness, they have 
divine strength. And this manifests 
itself in three ways. 

"They shall mount up with wings as 
eagles." The Spirit's power alone can 
carry us in heart and mind into that 
heavenly scene where Christ is at the 
right hand of God. All our natural 
tendencies are downward to the earth, 
but the Holy Ghost carries us heaven­
ward and makes us familiar with all that 
is established there in Christ. 

" They shall run, and not be weary." 
If we realise what God has taken us up 
for it awakens desire in our hearts to 
reach it. If we have mounted on eagles' 
wings to the region of God's purpose 
we shall surely press on with diligent 
haste to the goal which divine love has 
set before us. 

Then " they shall walk, and not faint." 
We become capable of taking up our 
responsibilities here to God's glory and 



I 12 LIBERTY AND PO\VER. 

2raise. We are en1powered by tht 
Spirit to '\ivalk through this world in 
the paths of righteousness. 

C. A. C.

THE energ·y of the Spirit, according to 
the divine mind, is to strengthen us in 
the inner man, that Christ may dwell in 
our hearts by faith, that we 1nay grow 
up in the atmosphere of divine love and 
purpose. 

The lusting of the Spirit against the 
flesh, which so many of us need, be­
cause the flesh lusts against the Spirit, 
is not the exercise of the normal energy 
of the Spirit. The anointing of the 
Spirit is given to teach us the things 
which are freely given to us of God. 

T. H, R.



a.. og 8 008 'el
•000011011oob0° oo · 00 °0000000000•0 

P
ooooODOIIIIO••oo 

� 
o0000■00DH0000 � 

00 00 

j� �i °-0 'Cb� Ract. ._0

0 0 
0 0 
Q 8 
• 0000000 • 

"When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that f adeth not 
away."-1 Peter v. 4.

I 

Eternal ages shall declare 
The riches of Thy grace, 

To those who with Thy Son shall share 
A son's eternal place. 

Absent as yet, we rest in hope, 
Treading the desert path, 

Waiting for Him who takes us up 
Beyond the power of death. 

Unchanging glory fills the place 
Where Jesus dwells on high; 

But brighter joy our spirits trace 
With Him, for ever nigh I 



114 THE RACE. 

We joy in Thee, Thy holy love 
Our endless portion is, 

Like Thine own Son, with Him above, 
In brightest heavenly bliss. 

J. N. D. 

IT has often been said that the first 
ql!_estion with a soul is, heaven or hell ? 
We can all understand John Bunyan's 
pilgrim running to the wicket gate with 
bis fingers in his ears lest any voice 
should persuade him to turn back. It 
was heaven or hell with him ; his 
eternal weal or woe was at stake. 

I dare say some of us ran rather fast 
at that stage of our experience. But 
farther on in his journey, when the 
pilgrim came to the hill Difficulty and 
found the arbour, he settled down and 
went to sleep. 

The second question with the soul is, 
heaven or earth ? Many are glad 
enough to escape hell who are �ot at 
all anxious to get away from earth. 
They settle down and go to sleep 
instead of running-. 

Of course no one would run to a 
place he did not want to reach, but if 
we are partakers of the heavenly calling 
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and know the heavenly Priest, our 
hearts are attracted to heaven; we have 
got links with heaven, and heaven is an 
attractive place to us. 

I do not believe any one is in the race 
here spoken of who does not like 
heaven better than earth. The Son of 
God has come down from heaven that 
He might throw the golden chain of 
divine love rou:r:id our hearts and link 
us with Himself for ever. And He is 
now in heaven to attract our affections 
thitherward. 

Heaven is a most attractive place to 
every one whose affections are set upon 
Christ, and such are all-eager to run the 
race which has heaven for its goal. 
This race is not, as some suppose, the 
race of life ; it is a moral journey-a 
race from earth to heaven-and those 
who are in it have turned their faces to 
heaven, and they want to get morally 
away from the earth and nearer to 
heaven. c. A. c. 

ABRAHAM'S life was moulded by the 
truth he had received. It made the 
channel in which the stream of his life 
ran What explained his wandering 
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life \-Vas the word of God. To the 
Canaanites it n1ust have been a riddle 
to have seen a great prince a houseless 
wanderer. 

Such a mystery the life of faith must 
always be to the natural man. It is 
foolishness to hin1. To us, through 
grace, the patriarch's life is simple and 
beautiful. He ,vas formed by the word 
of God. He had his failures, but the 
fra1nework of his life-,vhat made him 
the kind of man that he was-was his 
divine com1nission. Faith was the 
power, the word was the guide, and he 
,vas called the Friend of God. M.
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'' It is a good thing that the heart be estab-
1ished with grace ; not with meats, which have 
not profited them that have been occupied 
therein ."-Heb. xiii. 9.

Yes ; it was love alone that led 
Thy brethren, Lord, to seek Thy grave; 

But every gleam of hope had Red, 
For Thou, Lhey deem' d, hadst failed to save. 

'Twas Thine own arm of power that broke, 
Lord, ere they came, the grave's control ; 

'Twas Thine own blessed voice that spoke, 
"Peace, peace I" to each reviving soul. 

Peace was their portion, peace is ours ; 
We, like our earlier brethren, see 

Our victory won o'er Satan's powers, 
Our blessedness secured by Thee. 

SIR E. DENNY. 



I I 8 ESTABLISHED WITH GRACE. 

IN Genesis paradise is lost ; in Luke 
xxiii. paradise is given. That you, 'Nho
have lost one by sin, should get another
so much greater is the marvel of divine
grace, for it is not the one you lost that
you get back, but you are given through
grace one which is infinitely greater.

It is very difficult to explain grace. 
All can understand the Lord when He 
said, " Th-e one owed five hundred 
pence, and the other fifty"; that is, the 
grace which each would require to be 
forgiven ; all in a way understand the 
grace which for�ives sins; but do you
understand God s measure of grace­
the grace which would set you in an 
infinitely better place than you bad 
lost ? I could not give you the measure 
of it; it can only be measured by the 
love of the One who effected your sal-
vation. J. B. s. 

IT is no pleasure to ,God that we should 
be occupied with ourselves. He desires 
that we should contemplate His grace. 
All true ministry could be summed up 
in the three words, " Behold your God." 
If we think of ourselves, we have to 
judge ourselves. There may be neces-
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sity for this, but it is poor work after 
all. Edification is that our souls are 
built up in the knowledge of what is of 
God-of the Father, of Christ, or of the 
Spirit. There is great comfort in this. 

C. A. C.

MAN always thinks he can improve upon 
the order of God. This has been the 
secret of the ruin of the church. Instead 
of adhering to the scriptures, which 
reveal the divine mind, man has brought 
in ideas, plans and systems of his own; 
and hence the manifold divisions and 
sects which characterise the outward 
form of Christianity. 

The safety of the Lord's people lies 
in steadfastly cleaving to the word of 
God, and in the refusal, therefore, of all 
counsel and advice which may be given, 
apart from it, by man. E. n. 

THE great object of the enemy is to 
keep souls in bondage-to keep them 
as to their own consciousness in the 
flesh and under the law, so that they 
may never have joy or peace or liberty. 
In fact, the great object of Satan is to 
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hinder souls from coming into the good 
of the house of God. 

No greater contrast could be con­
ceived than that which exists between 
the house of bondage and the house of 
God. 

God would have His people to be 
happy and full of joy. 

Satan would keep them in misery and 
gloom. 

God would have believers to be in 
divine peace. 

Satan seeks to keep them in unrest 
and distress. 

God would have His saints in the 
perfect liberty of His holy love. 

Satan seeks to keep them in the hon 
dage of self-occupation. c. A. c. 



" In returning and rest shall ye be saved ; in 
quietness and in confidence shall be your strength." 
-Isa. xxx. 15.

" Be careful for nothing ; but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. ''-Phil. iv. 6. 

Yea, though the tempesl round us 
Seems safely Lo defy ; 

Though rocks and shoals surround us, 
And billows swell on high-

Thou do t from all protect us, 
And cheer us by Thy love ; 

Thy counsels still direct us 
Safe to the rest above. 

There with whal joy reviewing 
Past conflicts, dangers, fears ; 

Thy hand our f oea aubduing, 
And drying all our tears-
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Our hearts with rapture burning, 
The path we shall retrace, 

\Vhere now our souls are learning 
The riches of Thy grace. 

J. G. DECK. 

THERE never was any petition really 
presented to the Lord without a gracious 
answer. 

When the Lord prayed at Gethsemane 
the cup was not removed, but there was 
a gracious answer-" There appeared 
an angel from heaven, stren__gthening 
him." The Lord had said, " Father, if 
thou be willing, let this cup pass from 
me [He felt it fully J : nevertheless not 
my will, but thine, be done." 

When the Lord prayed He put in, 
" Not my will." Paul did not put that 
in ; Paul said, " Take a way this thorn, 
take it away-take it away"; but the 
Lord's will was that Paul should have 
that thorn, and the gracious answer 
w.as, " My grace is sufficient for thee :
my strength is made perfect in weak­
ness." ?'aul was strengthened from
htiavin. To my mind Moses' sister
(Exo. ii.) is a perfect vignette of
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prayer: the babe, committed to God­
she watches. There wi'll be an answer ; 
watch H£m for £t-she watched unto 
praying, and prayed unto watching. 

In praying for the Lord's people, His 
concerns, plans, &c., if the Lord does 
not grant our petitions, He will at least 
say, as He did to David, " It was well 
it was in thine heart to pray unto me." 
The time for granting the full answer 
may not have come, yet He will say, 
" It was well." 

Sometimes when people persevere in 
praying for things which the Lord in 
mercy has lqng withheld, He gives tbem 
their request, and they find it is to their 
great sorrow, but He always replies to 
prayer. G. v. w. 

"CoME ye yourselves apart into a. desert 
place, and rest a while : for there were 
many coming and going, and they had 
no leisure so mucn as to eat." He takes 
them aside, from the many coming and 
going, into His own company. It is 
very good for us to be withdrawn from 
this thing and that into the company of 
Christ. There we learn Himself, whence 
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He is, and are away from the world and 
its goings and comings. T. H. R.

IN Psahn xlii. we have a soul in down­
right earnest. " As the hart panteth 
afrer the water brooks, so panteth my 
soul after thee, 0 God. My soul 
thirsteth for God, for the living God." 
If this is the language of your heart, 
there is great blessing in store for you. 
When believers are being turned upside 
down and inside out they are apt to be 
much discouraged, and to have their 
souls " disquieted " in them. But even 
amid the exercise God would give us 
the encouragement of knowing that He 
has taken us up to bring us into incon­
ceivable blessing. "Hope thou in God," 
says the psaln1ist to his soul, " for I 
shall yet praise him for the help of his 

t 
,,coun enance. c. A. c.
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" Now n 1 chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous : nevertheless after­
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous­
ness unto then1 which are exercised thereby."­
Heb. xii. 11.

Eternal in the heavens 
Is our prepared abode ; 

Radiant and pure, in light divine, 
There shall we dwell with God. 

No more the aching head, 
The weary pilgrim feet, 

The toil to win the daily bread, 
But resl-divinely sweet. 

Rest, Lord, in serving Thee, 
As none have served below ; 

Oh I through that blest eternity, 
Whal tides of praise shall Aow J 

H.K. B. 
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TRIAL cannot in itself confer grace ; 
but, under God's hand, it can break the 
,vill, and detect hidden and unsuspected 
evils; so that the ne,:v life is more fully 
and largely developed. God has a larger 
place in the heart, there is more in­
telligence in His ways, more lowly 
dependence, more consciousness that 
the world is nothing, more distrust of 
flesh and self. The saint is more 
emptied of self and filled with the Lord. 
What is eternal and true, because 
divine, has a much larger place in the 
soul ; what is false is detected and set 
aside. 

There is more ripeness in our rela­
tionship with God. We dwell more in 
the eternal scenes into which He has 
brought our souls. We can look back 
then, and see the love which has 
brought us through it all, and bless 
God with deQendent thanksgiving for 
every trial. Such only purge away the 
dross, and confirm us in brighter, fuller, 
clearer hope, increasing our know­
ledge of God, and self being propor-
tionately destroyed. J. N. D.

. . . . IN how many and various ways 
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are we weaned from all here I One line 
of trial would not be sufficient ; that 
would only make us bend to one side, 
as a tree does when it is exposed con­
tinually to the wind in one direction. 
The trying and testing must come from 
every side, so that there can be no 
space bu� upwards. �o with Stephen, 
" He, being full of tlre Holy Ghost, 
looked up steadfastly into heaven." 
" Count it all joy when ye fall into 
various trials." If the trial is only from 
one side, one may seek refuge in the 
shelter on another side : hence the 
trials are " various," that we may not 
seek for shelter on any side here, but 
find it all above with Christ. We often 
see a bird, when it sees that there is 
danger, and that it must not continue 
pecking about, it takes to wing and flies 
off, and then its proper strength comes 
out; and so with us, the trying of our 
faith worketh endurance. 

J. B. S. 

WE may "despise" our chastening, as 
though His hand and His voice were 
not in it; we may "faint" under it, as 
though it were intolerable, and not the 
precious fruit of His love; or, lastly, ,ve 
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may be "exercised by it," and thus reap, 
in. due time, " the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness." c. H. M.

LovE there will crown what love began, 
Its wondrous ways of grace to man, 

In its sweet home above ; 
All, all, 0 Lord, will there proclaim, 
T�rough endless years, Thy blessed name, 

Supreme, almighty love! 
SIR EDWARD DENNY. 



" But my God shall supply all your need, 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 

" Now unto God and our Father be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen."-Phil. iv. 19, 20. 

When to Canaan's long-loved dwelling, 
Love divine thy foot shall bring, 

There, with shouts of triumph swelling, 
Zion's songs, in rest, to sing. 

There, no stranger God shall meet thee, 
Stranger thou in courts above I 

He, who to His rest shall greet thee, 
Greets thee with a well-known love. 

J. N. D. 

THE man of faith not only sees nothing 
but God, but everything that he might 
have counted on is against him, to dis­
courage his faith. There are no props 
to faith in the moment of real faith. 

K 
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Thus Abram learned, and thus the 
scripture is fulfilled, which said, 
" Abra1n believed God, and it was 
counted to him for righteousness." It 
is in the hopelessness of everything 
here and of everything necessary too, 
that faith reigns. 

Thus it was with Paul in the ship­
wreck in Acts xxvii. He had nothing 
to support his faith; on the contrary, he 
was opposed, and for a moment de­
feated, by every natural and visible 
influence. The master and owner of 
the vessel-the one with the greatest 
interest in it, and to whom the safety of 
the ship was of the most importance­
the one whom self-interest thoroughly 
controlled, opposed him ; and not only 
so, the maJority of the passengers 
opposed him because the haven was 
not commodious to winter in ; and 
finally the counsel of self-interest and 
expediency was confirmed and assured 
even by Providence, for " the south 
wind blew softly." 

Does the man of faith droop or be­
come discouraged because all these 
influences carry the day against him? 
Nay; then it is that he n1ost in1plicitly 
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counts on God, and though it might 
appear that he is overcome for a 
moment, he is enabled to come forth 
with the marvellous and gracious 
assurance-" God hath given thee all 
them that sail with thee." J. B. s. 

IT would be a great point if we were 
kept here in faith in God and also in 
Christ. (John xiv. 1.) If you look about 
the world, and see the way things are 
going on, you cannot find much satis­
faction there. The secret of all rest and 
stability and comfort in a world like this 
is faith in God, and faith in the One who 
is capable, on the part of God, of filling 
all things, who nas ascended up far 
above all heavens to that end, and the 
church is His fulness. F. E. R.

ALL that is great in the estimation of 
the human mind is very small with God. 
Waters, mountains, nations, isles, Le­
banon are nothing. " All nations before 
him are as nothing ; and they are 
counted to him less than nothing, and 
vanity." Nations boast of their great­
ness and their imperial destinies, but 
they are "less than nothing, and vanity." 
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The saints are great in the sight of 
God; they are objects of solicitude and 
care to I-Iin1. I-le feeds I-Iis flock like a 
shepherd, and gathers the lambs with 
I-Iis arm, and carries them in His bosom.
The glory of a mighty nation is nothing
to God, but the prosperity of our souls
is a matter of divine solicitude.

c. A. c.
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" If a man love me, he will keep my words ; 
and my F athcr will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him."­
J ohn xiv. 23.

Alone with Jesus ! Can it be 
That He will deign to stay with me 

Alone I 
That He Himself with me will walk, 
And suffer me with Him to talk 

Alone! 

One day I shall Thy glory see, 
But in that day Thou wilt not be 

Alone I 
Only I know these eyes of mine 
Will sec no other face but Thine 

Alone I 
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Till then 1 would more of ten be, 
My Lord and Saviour, still with Thee 

Alone I 
To hear Thy voice, to learn Thy ways, 
And live henceforth Thy name to praise 

Alone I 
ANON. 

BEWARE of being sentimental in divine 
things; I mean by sentimental, your 
thoughts of Christ centring in your­
self. The tendency is to make oneself 
the centre of everything passing, how it 
pains or cheers oneself, ever musing on 
oneself, as if one were the one solitary 
object for the sunshine or the cloud to 
rest on, watching every alternation as 
it falls on or visits oneself. Jacob was 
of this order of mind at Shalem. A 
soul in the strength of Christ regards 
everything as I-le would regard it, and 
therefore he regards it with reference 
to God, and not to man. This throws 
one out of self into the wise and grand 
purpose of His present counsel and 
work. J. B. s. 

SoME of the most acute spiritual distress 
that I have met with has been in souls 
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who were most anxious to be "occupied 
with Christ," and whose great grief was 
that, in spite of much prayer and effort, 
they were I_)ainfully conscious of being 
"self-occupied." 

There must be the learning of what 
self is ; the exercise must be gone 
through in· one form or another ; but it 
is an immense encouragement to know 
that God has taken us up that He might 
deliver us, and introduce our hearts into 
the blessedness of conscious association 
with Christ Would to God that we 
were a little more earnest in- our desire 
to enter into the purpose of His love, 
for if there was a little desire on our 
part there would be a great answer of 
blessing on God's part. c. A. c. 

" THE meek will he guide in judg·ment : 
and the meek will he teach his way." 
(Psa. xxv. 9.) Give up your own 
thoughts, give up your self-will, and 
you will get His guidance, you will 
know His way. 

"The light of the body is the eye ; 
therefore when thine eye is single, thy 
whole body also is full of light.'' A 
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single eye is an eye that takes in only 
one object; a single eye is a broken will. 
Had Jonah a single eye ·when he went 
to Tarshish ? His will was not broken. 
He had to go down into the belly of 
hell to learn God's way. "Arise, and 
go to Nineveh." Was not that simple? 
But Jonah was not simple; he presents 
the awful consequences of self ...;will. 

There are thousands of saints like 
this-unsubdued and unbroken. They 
are looking at how things will affect 
themselves. It is the self-emptied, the 
meek, the lowly ones who will find 
God's way. The light comes streaming 
in through a single eye . . . . You 
become a light-bearer for others, " as 
when the bright shining· of a candle 
doth give light." c. H. M.
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" Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
c'\nnot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in me." -
John xv. 4. 

E•en as the eagle leads her young, 
With tender care, to soar on high, 

To look upon the noonday sun 
With fixed and steady eye ; 

To bathe their wings with dazzling light, 
Then swoop to scour the darker plain, 

And then to win with rapid flight 
Their home of light again ; 

So may our souls Thy glory know­
That glory brighter than the sun ; 

Then stoop to shed in scenes below 
The light our souls have won. 
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And oft retreat to that bright place, 
Unknown, unsought by mortal eye, 

To bow our hearts before Thy face, 
Our secret home of joy. 

ANON. 

"ABIDING in Christ" (John xv.) is not 
here a question of safety or of God.'s 
keeping us on to the end, but entirely 
one of fruit-bearing. We are called, in 
the active reverence of our hearts, to 
stay continually with Christ, to abide in 
Him, to draw strength continually from 
Him in active diligence· of heart. 

1'he words "I in you," in this passage, 
are the consequence of our first abiding 
in Him. "Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me." That we 
may bear fruit is what 1-Ie is thinking of 
here, and so be truly His disciples. 

By abiding in Christ, also, I get 
guidance of heart ; for then the words 
of Christ direct all my thoughts. Here 
I also get the power of abiding. Com­
plete dependence on Christ, and 1-lis 
words abiding in me, I can ask what I 
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will-for it will be what He wills-and 
it shall be done. J. N. D.

IT is easy to mark growth in a very 
young tree ; young trees require to be 
very often transplanted to prevent their 
beads growing beyond their roots. 
The roots should increase before the 
branches. It is as I increase in divine 
growth that I the more need Christ and 
find Christ for everything. The more I 
grow, the more I seek Him, because I 
feel I want more; and the more I find, 
the more I seek ; hence seeking Him is 
the real mark of growth. J. B. s. 

lT is of such immense importance to 
abide in Christ that I wish all would 
take it in to account and make it a 
matter of great concern. The attention 
is very much taken up with other 
things, and people very often give but 
the fag-end of their time to divine 
things. I think you want to give the 
best of your time. It is a great thing 
to sit at Christ's feet. People take long 
journeys to winter abroad with the idea 
of keeping in perpetual sunshine. You 
will not have to do that. It is only 
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,vealthy people who can go those long 
distances to winter resorts, but you can 
get yourself morally into sunshine, in 
the light of divine mercy, without any 
expense at all. It is as open to the 
poor as it is to the rich, and the benefit 
of it is immense. I have little doubt 
that if people were happier morally they 
would suffer less physically. It is a 
gr�at thing to keep ourselves in the 
love of God. If you do you will be in 
the sunshine. Christ is the Sun of 
righteousness, the rights of mercy shine 
out in Him. F. E. R.



'' In thy presence is fulness of joy." -Psa. 
xvi. 11.

"Then were the disciples glad, when they
saw the Lord."-John xx. 20. 

A feeble band, 
We look unto the Father's throne : 

Lord, we would stand 
For Thee and for Thy church alone, 
All rights surrender but Thine own I 

Still upon earth, 
Thy power and succour are the same. 

We know no worth 
But the bright lustre of Thy name 
Kindling our spirits into flame. 

Nought can destroy 
Its virtue, though all else decline ; 

All turns to joy 
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At one command, one look, of Thine. 
As when Thou mad'st the water wine. 

Thus are our hearts 
United in one common tie ; 

And faith imparts 
The certitude of victory 
Whether we live for Thee, or die I 

E. L.B.

WHAT a contrast between that kind of 
negative life, with the head just above 
water, which says, I am alive, so I 
ought to be thankful, and this positive, 
joyful life, which goes out in active 
energy after Christ 1 But in order to 
this, the staff of confidence in self must 
be snapped. J. N. o. 

WHEN the Lord is before our hearts we 
think first of Hi's mind and pleasure, 
and it becomes our great concern to 
know what is on His heart for us so 
that we may enter into it, and thus be 
in suitability to Himself and His 
thoughts. It was a suitable thing that 
the Israelite who was brought into the 
land and enriched with its fulness, 
should honour the Lord with his sub­
stance and with the firstfruits of all his 
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Increase. He ,vas in possession of that 
which God's purpose and grace had 
bestowed upon him, and the Lord was 
well pleased to receive the firstfruits 
which bore witness that he was in 
possession and enjoyment of the good 
land, and that he appreciated the grace 
which had brought him into it. 

It may be good for our hearts to 
consider where we are as to this ele­
mentary feature of true devotedness. 
Are we in Egypt, trying to do- good 
there by helping all kinds of schemes 
for the betterment of man's condition in 
this world ? Or are we in a little oasis 
of our own-carrying on worship and 
service after our own ideas ? Or have 
we made it our great concern to appre­
hend the present thought and purpose 
of God for us ? Are we really seeking 
to enter into and take possession of 
what I-le has given so that we may 
bring the firstfruits of it to Him ? God 
takes J?leasure in our enjoyment and 
c:!.p_prec1ation of that which it has been 
His great delight to give us. 

C. A. C.

THE way of Cain was adopted generally 
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in Christendo1n. Nothing commends 
itself n1ore to the natural religionist 
than that he should obtain the favour 
of God because of his offerings, \Vhich 
he had procured at much personal cost. 
This ",as not beginning with God. It 
\Yas beginning ,vith himself, and from 
his own mind devising ,¥hat he con­
sidered would affect God in his behalf. 
He had not the fear of God which is 
the beginning of ,visdom. Abel found 
out ,visdom. The fear of the Lord, 
which is the beginning of wisdom, at 
once dictated to him what was just and

right He began with God. 
J. B. S.

A'Nn hungry souls there are, that find and eat 
God1s manna day by day-

And glad they are, their life is fresh and sweet, 
For as their food are they. 

Tr&n1. from G. TER STEEGEN. 



.. My sheep hear my voice."-John x. 27. 
"They know not the voice of strangers."­

John x. 5. 

Yes, Lord, in that celestial throng, 
Ourselves, our very selves we see ; 

Fruit of Thy sufferings, who, ere long, 
Shall reign in life and light with ·Thee. 

Sweet, blessed hope ! But why, 0 why, 
These lingering years, this long delay ;

While love, with ever wakeful eye, 
Is watching for the break of day � 

SIR EDWARD DENN¥. 

IN Christ there is salvation and eternal 

L 
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life for the sheep, but how are we to 
know who are the sheep ? They are 
those who know His voice. How 
sweet the thought that, as the Shep­
herd, He leads them all the way 1 It is 
hearing Christ's voice that distinguishes 
the Christian, though there are sorrows 
and troubles, difficulties and perplexi­
ties. Hearing Christ's voice has abso­
lute authority and power for him­
" perplexed, but not in despair." 

How wonderful that He should have 
thus come down to let us hear His 
voice I How precious here to be taught 
that Jesus and the Father are one, that 
the glory of the Son's Person is identi­
fied with the security of the sheep, 
both against inward weakness and out­
ward violence, as it is with the height 
and depth of the love of which the 
sheep were the objects I 

The Father and the Son are one in 
divine essence, as they are in efficacious 
love to the sheep. J. N. n. 

THE calm, unhesitating, unquestioning 
obedience of the Christ of God to the 
written word and the Holy Spirit 
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wholly com1nands the worshipping 
homage of the subject soul. In it we 
discern the living· illustration of th.e 
royal law of liberty. It is the river of 
water of life submitting to be bound by 
its banks, that thereon may bloom and 
blossom the tree of life, with its 
gracious fruit and healing leaves for 
His own, whom He loves. 

Obedience is, in truth, J?erfect liberty 
when God is its source, 1ts power and 
its object. T. M.

"Mv sheep hear my voice." (John x. 27.)
We may combine tn1s with another 
verse, " They know not the voice of 
strangers." (Chap. x. 5.) Herein lies the 
safety of the flock. They at once re­
cognise the voice of the Shepherd, but 
though a stranger should simulate the 
tones of the Shepherd ever so closely, 
they know not his voice ; that is, they 
detect it as that of a stranger. . . . 

There is no need, therefore, that we 
should seek to be familiar with all the 
errors that abound on every hand in 
order to escape their seductions; it is 
enough for us that we know the voice 
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of the Shepherd ; and our safety will 
be in ever listening to it, becoming in­
creasingly acquainted with it, maintain­
ing evermore the attitude of her who 
sat at the feet of Jesus and heard His 
word. This will be at once our preser­
vative from danger and the means of 
our safety and blessing. E. D.



" Christ also loved the church, and gave him­
self for it."-Eph. v. 25. 

" Christ also loved us, and hath given himself 
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling savour." -Eph. v. 2. 

Oh. Jesus, Lord. who loved me like to Thee� 
Fruit of Thy work, with Thee, too, there to see 
Thy glory, Lord, while endless ages roll, 
Myself the prize and travail of Thy soul. 

Yet it must be, Thy love had not its rest 
Were Thy redeemed not with Thee fully bleet ;
That love that gives not as the world, but ,har• 

All it possesses with its loved co-heirs. 
J. N. D. 
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Awakened I to behold Thee face to face, 
Henceforward and for ever drawn apart 
To learn of Thee within Thy holy place 

The secret of Thine heart. 
Trans. from German, C. P. C. 

THE moment we know Christ loved us 
and gave Himself for us, we are 
justified. But what I dread is that a 
person should rest there. He has saved 
you, but do you not want to abide 
�ractically in Him, and He in you ?
Do you - not want to sit under His
shadow with great delight, and His
fruit be sweet to your taste ? Do you
not want Him to manifest Himself to
you?

The Lord give us to answer this truly 
in the secret of our hearts I 

J. N. D. 

WE are in Christ's affections, and He 
is in ours. Then there is .a door for 
Christ-He can come in; He can pre­
sent Himself. He is present in the 
affections of I-Iis people down here. 
The truth is maintained, because there 
is a com��ny of peo_ple here who live 
because He lives (John xiv. 19), not 
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because the world goes on, but because 
Christ lives. There is thus the witness 
in the world for Christ. . . • 

That is the mighty power here of the 
Spirit of God. I do not care much for 
anything else if Christ has an open 
door here on earth, and that is entirely 
dependent upon the Spirit of truth, and 
the place that Christ has in the affections 
of His people. 

In that way everything depends on 
the heart. Propriety and orthodoxy are 
all very well in their place, but I do not 
see any great power in them. Tlie 
power is Christ in the affections of the 
saints. The gates of hell will not pre­
vail against that. They may prevail 
against orthodoxy and propri_ety, but 
not against the place which Christ has 
in the affections oi toe assembly. 

F. E. R. 

" LoRD, to whom shall we go ? " (John 
vi. 68.) There I get the fact that the
soul cannot do without I-Iim who had
laid hold of the heart. Ah, I say, He
has " the words of everlasting life," I
cannot go elsewhere. The soul has got



I 52 CHRIST FO!t THE HEART. 

the first link, by the testimony of the 
word to it, and it knows Him.

J. N. D. 

WHATEVER came out in the life of Jesus 
here was uttered in a far deeper way at 
the cross. What a telling forth of 
God's heart was there ! The death of 
the Son of God is the mighty voice of 
divine love to man. The ruin, need, 
guilt and condemnation of man, the 
sinner, only serve as the dark back­
ground to shew in stronger light the 
love that would reach him and bless 
him in spite of it all. c. A. c. 
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.. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all. Amen."-2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

Sing without ceasing, sing 
The Saviour's present grace, 

How all things shine in light divine 
For those who've seen His face. 

He's gone within the veil, 
For us that place has won ; 

In Him we stand, a heavenly band, 
Where He Himself is gone. 

'There all's unsullied light, 
My heart lets in its rays ; 
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And heavenly light makes all things bright, 
Seen in that blissful gaze. 

Such, here on earth, I am, 
Though I in weakness roam ; 

My place on high, God's self so nigh, 
His Presence is my home. 

Thus in divine delight, 
Of love so richly known, 

God's works below with beauty glow, 
His hand, His grace I own. 

J. N. D. 

JosHUA and Caleb did not murmur; 
they were in the wilderness according 
to God, and had true wilderness expe­
rience-that is, experience of a faithful 
and forbearing love that never turned 
aside. They found that the manna and 
the rock sufficed for every need, and at 
the end of the journey, "with garments 
fresh and foot unweary," they could tell 
how God had brought them through. 

Flesh was proved in the wilderness 
and found worthless, but fa£th proved 
what God was and found I-:Iim faithful. 
Joshua and Caleb might well have said 
to the people, " 0 bless our God, ye 
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people, and make the voice of his praise 
to be heard." Flesh fills the wilderness 
wit� murmurings, but faith fills it with 
praise. c. A. c. 

WE may have the power of the new 
name now, and the white stone. We 
shall have the reality of them in glory. 
If we are going on with the most de­
lightful company of Christians, and not 
going on with God individually, we 
shall have a very poor time of it I If 
we make Christ our Friend personally, 
we shall have a very good time of it 
down here with Him, in spite of man 
and circumstances. The only thing that 
makes any path bright is having Christ 
in it. E.

" MANNA" is the life of Christ, from the 
moment of His birth until He sat down 
in glory. Thence He is the " corn of 
the land." The one is what He was, 
the other what He is. It is from His 
exaltation that He is the antitype of the 
corn of the land-the gro,vth of the 
land, so to speak. 

All along the line of grace it is ever 
true that " he that seeketh findeth." 
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The soul that believes in Jesus as the 
Saviour so finds Him, the life and the 
support of it every moment. The one 
who, in sorrow, sickness, or anythin({, 
turns to Him in faith, finds Him in Hts 
�ympathy. He ministers to such an one 
His grace, His own manner of life-the 
very way in which He comported Him­
self in similar circumstances. Thus 
Mary of Bethany, subject to the Lord, 
feeds on the manna as He accompanied 
her to the grave of Lazarus. He enters 
into her sorrows because of death, and 
then leads her on to resurrection; for 
the manna runs all the way to glory. 

He made Himself acquainted with our 
circumstances down here in order that 
He might sympathise with us in them, 
and give us the same kind of support 
that He had Himself down here, 
according to the suffering. ANON.



" Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have 
put off the old man with his deeds ; and have put 
on the new man. . . . Put on therefore, as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek­
ness, long-suffering ; forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another . . . and above all these 
thin2s put on love, which is the bond of perfect­
ness. "-Col. iii. 9-14.

Where glory lights the courts on high, 
With highest glory crowned, 

Thee, Lord of power and majesty, 
Celestial hosts surround. 

0 who shall sing that path of worth 
That led up to the throne ?
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The Corn of wheat upon this earth 
Could but abide alone. 

But Thou art risen from the dead, 
And we as one with Thee 

Now sing Thy name, our Lord, our Head, 
A heavenly company. 

Blest Saviour, Thou art waiting yet, 
Till, perfect at Thy side, 

Thy blest companion shall be set, 
Thy fair and ransomed bride. 

E. L. B.

CHRIST in humiliation wins our hearts ; 
Christ in glory satisfies them. We 
learn suitability to Him by being in His 
company. ANON.

WHEN we were of the world we were 
formed by the world-for people do not 
like to be sing-ular or to differ from 
what obtains 1n the world-but the 
word of God forms a new moral being 
after Christ. 

There is no need to go through the 
world making oneself conspicuous by 
peculiarity-the great thin� is to be 
governed by principles which are not 
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of the world, so that we may present 
them in our conduct, and thus that 
others 1nay say, "I would like to know 
the spring of such a one's conduct," and 
then learn that hea:venly principles were 
governing our souls, the principles of 
one who listens to the word of Christ, 
and is formed by them. T. H. R.·

IT is to Gon that we are re.deemed, and 
hence He requires us in our walk and 
vvays to be suitable to Himself-to His 
own character. How watchful, then, 
should we be to keep apart from evil, 
to walk worthy of the vocation where­
with we are called, having the fear of 
God before our eyes, knowing that He 
marks all our ways, and that without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord. 
(Heb. xii. 14.) E. o. 

01Ls, ointments, balms, spices are much 
used in scri�ture as figures of the 
person and offices of the Lord Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit; designed to she\v 
us how God values that which displays 
and makes known His glory and gracious 
purposes in Christ. 
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Thus, too, the Christian is one who 
has oil in his vessel with his lamp; and 
the assemblies are seen as golden lamps, 
and it is written. The place of the candle 
is on the candlestick. 

Whatever mars this precious motive 
of God to form Christ in each of the 
redeemed is of the nature of dead flies 
(Eccles. x.), which cause a stinking 
savour, instead of that which the virgins 
love and follow ; for the constraining 
love of Christ is better than wine, 
making_ glad and rejoicing those who 
know Him. 

Dead flies may be found in the assem­
blies of the people of God, and in the 
homes and hearts of each. The apothe­
cary jealously excludes such from his 
composition, to keep it grateful and 
healing, and so must each Christian, in 
order that all he is may be sweet and 
wholesome and comely for Christ. 
Thus alone will he be in the attitude of 
waiting where the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come I T. M.



" Wherefore he is able also to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them. For such an high priest became us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, 
and made higher than the heavens."-Heb. vii 
25, 26. 

His glory shines in full display, 
Nor sun nor moon need add one ray, 
God's presence in eternal day. 

For this I wait I nor would for ego 
The blessed privilege to know, 
And follow in Thy path below-

My Saviour I 
C. T.

K 
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In Thy grace Thou now hast called us 
Sharers of Thy joy to be, 

And to know the blessed secret 
Of His preciousness to Thee. 

E. H. C. 

PETER walking on the water in the fer­
vency of his affection for Christ is a 
blessed sight, but he was not allowed 
to return to the ship without having 
been made deeply conscious that the 
grace and power that sustained him on 
the water did not reside in himself but 
in Christ. 

The consciousness that we are thus 
dependent upon His priestly grace and 
succour keeps our souls in lowliness, 
and at the same time it binds up our 
hearts with Him in peculiar affection. 
He becomes not only attractive as the 
goal to which we press on, but we 
realise that His love is the strength of 
our hearts in the way to that goal, and 
the support of our souls when we have 
reached it. We cannot do without His 
priestly grace. c. A. c . 

., THE valley of the shadow of death " 
is not so much passing through death 
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as the character of our pathway through 
this scene. We are passing through a 
judged world. Death hangs over it like 
a pall, and hence, to the believer, who 
enters into God's thoughts about it, it is 
the valley of the shadow of death. 

But what is his antidote against fear? 
It is that "thou art with me." This, 
indeed, is the source of all our security 
and blessing-the Lord is with us. And 
being with us, we have His rod and His 
staff to comfort us-His rod to direct 
and His staff to support. 

The scene may be never so dark and 
desolate, and we may be never so weak 
and weary, but we. have boundless re­
sources in the One who is our Shep­
herd-His own presence to cheer our 
souls, and His rod and His staff to guide 
in perplexity and to support in weak-
ness. E. D.

LooK at Mary of Magdala-in her day 
a lovely example of this precious affec­
tion for Christ I Apostles did not attract 
her heart ; she let them go to their 
homes without her. Angels-the highest 
order in creation-speak to her, but 
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leave her unsatisfied. She does not 
even turn to look properly at the sup­
posed g·ardener. She has forgotten her­
self-a weak and defenceless woman­
as she says, " Sir, if thou have borne 
him hence, tell me where thou hast laid 
him, and I will take him away." It was 
Himself that her devoted heart longed 
after with all the intensity of its affec­
tion. She watched at His gates and 
waited at the posts of His doors ; and 
did she not " obtain favour of the 
Lord "? No such message of divine 
love as that which she carried was ever 
entrusted to human lips before. 

C. A. C.



" If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide 
in my love ; even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love. These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
be in you, and that your joy might be full." 
John xv. 10, 11. 

And shall we see Thy face, 
And hear Thy heavenly voice, 

Well known to us in present grace I
Well may our hearts rejoice. 

With Thee in garments white, 
0 Jesus, we shall walk ; 

And spotless in that heavenly light, 
Of all Thy sufferings talk. 

Close to Thy trusted side, 
In fellowship divine ; 
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No cloud, no distance, e'er shall hide 
Glories that there! shall shine. 

Fruit of Thy boundless love, 
That gave Thyself for us ; 

For ever we shall ·v,ith Thee prove 
That Thou still lov' st us thus. 

J. N. D. 

How happy for each of us to move 
along this scene in concert with the 
Lord and serving Him ! A saint who 
truly serves is like a hound which 
comes from his home and rest, vvbere 
he is fresh and happy, to enter on the 
chase; he enters the plain or the fore st 
of this world to follow the game. I 
mean, it is not some pre-conceived ser­
vice or routine ; he goes forth ready to 
capture whatever may arise; he finds 
his pleasure in imQlicitly pursuing, as 
he is directed. He delights in the 
chase, but he delights in his master 
more, and he returns in the evening, 
whatever has been the day's success, in 
the simple enjoyment of being beside 
his master. l'his is just an illustration 
of the way we should live to serve. If 
we are not fresh and happy in secret 
vitb the Lord, as the home of the heart, 
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we are not fit for the chase. The first 
and the greatest thing is my own restful 
condition with the Lord. This is a 
h�ppiness entirely indep·endent of ser-
vice. J. B. s. 

WHEN Mary of Bethany broke her ala­
baster box and poured its rich treasure 
on the feet of Jesus, and wiped His 
feet with her hair, it was a picture of 
true devotedness. Her all and herself 
were FOR H1M. There is a beautiful 
fitness in the fact that we never hear of 
her again. She had expended herself 
ON HIM. Martha could no doubt say, 
" My Beloved is mine "; but Mary had 
tasted the deeper joy of confessing, " I 
am my Beloved's." 

It is one thing to say, "Christ for 
me," and another to say, " Me for 
Christ." The latter is true devoted­
ness. Who can tell what Mary's act 
was to the Father and the Son? So 
precious was it to the Lord that I-le has 
ordained that, wherever Hi's devotedness 
is spoken of, mention must be made of 
hers. That ointment is never to cease 
yielding its fragrance wheresoever the 
gospel is preached. c. A. c. 
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Gon loves peace, and it is the inalienable 
portion of those who are loved of Him 
as taken into His favour in the Beloved. 
The groundwork of this in righteous­
ness is stated in Romans iv. and the 
consequences in the early part of 
Romans v. It is peace wz"th God, and it 
is true evidence of the moral state of 
such as are subject to the Holy Spirit­
that the peace of God, which surpasses 
every understanding, guards the heart 
and the thoughts by Jesus Christ. 

With such there will surely be order, 
and due restraint of spirit, soul and 
body, as they go forward like those 
borne on the bosom of a calm and flow-
. . 

1ng river. T. M.



" Rejoice in the Lord alway : and again I say, 
Rejoice." 

" I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content."-Phil. iv. 4, 11. 

My desire for thee : 

That thou may' st daily gather 
Fresh droppings of His love, 

For ever round thee failing, 
Like manna from above. 

That ever 'midst the lvorry 
Of busy outward life, 
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Thine inner life may flourish, 
Unhindered by the strife. 

That thou may' st know His presenc� 
To brighten all the way, 

And prove His grace sufficient 
For each succeeding day. 

That more increased attractions 
In Jesus thou may' st see : 

And mine is but an echo 
OF His DESIRE FOR THEE. 

ADALBERT P. CECIL. 

A SICK person once said to me, " I am 
too weak to think of the Lord as I 
would like " ; to which I replied, " The 
Lord thinks of you." If an Israelite 
visited the tabernacle in the morning, 
he would know that during the night 
the smoke of the evening lamb had 
been ascending to God during the time 
that he had been in the helplessness of 
sleep. It would have taught him the 
favour he was in. " The beloved of the 
Lord shall dwell in safety by him." 

In moments of weakness Satan may 
try to cast down the saint but it is here 
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that the grace of the great High Priest 
is knovvn, and we find that we are sus­
tained by the hand of the same blessed 
Person, whose heart bears our names 
before the Lord. T. H. R.

SoME of our modern prophets exhort us 
to look at " the bright side of things," 
that so we may qe able to ,!_ass com­
fortably and happily over life s journey. 
But if they mean things visible, we 
may lawfully inquire, " Which is the 
brigb t side ? " And if they mean things 
invisible, it is all bright there. In the 
one case, there is nothing but darkness; 
in the other, there is no darkness at all. 

If any one imagines that he can look 
at the bright side of the things that are 
seen, he is simply under a miserable 
delusion. There is not so much as a 
single ray of true light throughout the 
wide range of this present evil world, 
of which Satan is the god and prince. 
How could there be light in the scene 
from which the Son of God has been 
cast out? Impossible. To talk of the 
bright side of things in a region of sin 
and death, where Satan reigns, and 
Christ is rejected, is to offer a flat con-
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tradiction to the plainest teaching of 
holy scripture. 

It is very evident that the apostle 
knew nothing about "the bright side of 
things." He does not say, "While we 
look not at the dark side of things." 
Nothing of the kind. He did not look 
at them at all. He kept his eye steadily 
fixed on the ·unseen things. He lived 
amongst those eternal realities of which 
God is the Source, Christ the Centre, 
and simple faith the power of realisation. 
All is bright there I c. H. M.

THE grand secret of spiritual freshness 
and soul-prosI?erity is to have the 
Person of Christ so before the heart 
that we are attracted to Himself with 
intense longing to know Him better. 

C. A. C.



" In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his only­
begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him."-1 John iv. 9. 

Eternal love their portion is, 
Where love has found its rest ; 

And, filled with Thee, the constant mind 
Eternally is blest. 

There Christ the centre of the throng 
Shall in His glory shine, 

But not an eye those hosts among 
But sees His glory Thine. 

Yet deeper, if a calmer, joy 
The Father's love shall raise, 
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And every heart find sweet employ 
In His eternal praise. 

Nor is its sweetness now unknown, 
Well proved in what it's done ; 

Our Father's love with joy we own, 
Revealed in Christ the Son. 

J. N. D. 

I BELIEVE the Lord orders and cares for 
us, so that we may individually learn 
how necessary He is to us-even for 
quietness and rest. He gives us His 
peace, and this keeps us unruffled in 
our troubles. 

Each day brings its own trials­
lessons for faith. We are placed in 
some circumstance where God only can 
make a way for us. We are not only 
saved by faith, but, if we are true, we 
live each day by faith. 

Faith is seeing God and being sus­
tained, though I see no providences. 
What a rest to the soul to feel I have 
God, though I have nothing else. 
Nature does not like this, but it is the 
deep

.
est blessing. The wilderness is to 

teach us dependence. What a real and 
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:r;,nost blessed thing it is to depend on 
One-not only all-powerful, which He 
surely is, but who loves us perfectly I 

J. B. S.

WE lean our souls and our hopes upon 
facts, not upon gleams of sunshine in 
our spirits, or upon promises in the 
word, or upon help from God. Mere 
help would not do for them who are 
already under condemnation-promises 
to us would not answer God's demands 
upon us. 

It is upon facts, upon transactions 
counselled, accomplished an'd accepted 
as between God and His Christ, and as 
for us, we rest ourselves-an anchor of 
the soul sure and stedfast. 

J. G. B.

" THE good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep." By giving His life for 
the sheep He acquired the .title to their 
possession. Thereon follows another 
action-He giveth life to the: sheep. 
"The thief cometh not but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy : I am come 
that they might have life, and that they 
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might have it more abundantly" (John 
x. 10); and again, "I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish."
(x. 28.) E. D.

To have real comfort we must learn the 
cross. We must see how God has 
removed us and revealed Himself. The 
cross is repugnant to the natural man 
because it stains the pride of all human 
glory, and shews that man in the flesh 
is under death and judgment. But to 
the saint the cross is life and health. It 
takes nothing away that we desire to 
keep; it removes in holy judgment \\rhat 
is offensive to God and hateful to us. 
It is the way of divine comfort for us. 

If we know what it is to be distressed 
because of what we find in ourselves, 
it is the greatest comfort to see that in 
the death of Christ it was all removed 
from before God. And God has come 
into view as the Source of our eternal 
blessing and joy. c. A. c. 



" I have manif e;ted thy name unto the men 
which thou gavest me out of the world : thine 
they were, and thou gavest them me ; and they 
have kept thy word."-John xvii. 6. 

What grace, 0 Lord, and beauty shone 
Around Thy steps below ; 

What patient love was seen in aU 
Thy life and death of woe I 

For ever on Thy burdened heart 
A weight of sorrow hung; 

Yet no ungentie, murmuring word 
Escaped Thy silent tongue. 

Thy foes might hate, despise, revile, 
Thy friends unfaithful prove ; 
N 
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Unwearied in forgiveness still, 
Thy heart could only love. 

Oh, give us hearts to love like Thee, 
Like Thee, 0 Lord, to grieve 

Far more for others' sins, than all 
The wrongs that we receive. 

SIR E. DENNY. 

I HAVE had deep delight in the thought 
of the Father giving us to the Son-to 
Him who was the object of His eternal 
delight and love, and to be associated 
with Him in this (John xvii. and xx.), 
being such, from beforehand, in the 
divine thought and counsels. The Son 
has done all that was needed to place 
us there rig_hteously, though according 
to infinite love and grace, but in doing 
it He has done all that has perfectly 
glorified the Father, and that, too, as 
God Himself; and then He associates 
us with Himself: " My Father and your 
Father; my God and your God," and 
tells us that even the world shall know 
that we are loved as He is. (John xvii. 
23.) ]. N. D.

THE wpole heart of Christ, as well as 01
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God, was revealed by His death ; for 
there was nothing in us to draw out 
His affection, to move Him to take our 
place, and to redeem us with His pre­
cious blood. 

" In the same night in which he was 
betrayed, he took bread and gave 
thanks," and founded the memorial of 
His accomplished sacrifice. Thus side 
by side we behold His perfect goodness 
and man's perfect evil, but the full exhi­
bition of what man was could not 
hinder the manifestation of what He 
was. Nay, just as the light of the sun 
when shining on a dark thundercloud 
seems all the more bright and intense, 
so the love, grace and goodness of 
Christ are magnified by the unmitigated 
evil which, on man's part, brought Hirr. 
to the cross. E. o. 

IN the desert the Lord taught His dis­
ciples how to minister to the need which 
is found in this world. There are the 
two things : " He b�gan to teach them 
many things," and His hand supplied 
their need. 

Now the disciples were not fully in 
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the mind of their Master : they would 
send the multitude away, and He could 
not do that. Hence He says, "Give ye 
them to eat." But they are not in the. 
secret of heavenly grace; they are 
looking to earth for supplies. "Shall 
we go and buy?" Note the Lord's 
answer, " How many loa�es have YE ? " 
What have you got? Only five loaves I 
Very little I But the Lord takes them. 

We may know very little of the things 
of Christ, but it is a great thing to 
apprehend that He can enlarge the 
little we have. The disciples had but 
five loaves, but He took them, and 
looked up to heaven and blessed. 

It was the bounty and blessing of 
heaven, and He used His disciples to 
distribute it, as well as taught them the 
fulness of resource they had in Him. 

T. H. R. 
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" For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
l"f ,, 1 e. 

"He whom God hath sent speakeththe words 
of God."-John iii. 16, 34. 

Sweet was the hour, 0 Lord, to Thee 
At Sychar's lonely well, 

When a poor outcast heard Thee there 
Thy great salvation tell. 

Lord, 'twas Thy power unseen that drew 
The stray one to that place, 

In solitude to .learn from Thee 
The secrets of Thy grace. 
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There Jacob's erring daughter found 
Those streams unknown before, 

The waterbrooks of life, that make 
The weary thirst no more. 

And, Lord, to u;, as vile as she, 
Thy gracious lips have told 

That mystery of love revealed 
At Jacob's well of old. 

In Spirit, Lord, we've sat with Thee 
Beside the springing w�ll 

Of life and peace, and heard Thee there 
Its healing virtues tell. 

SIR E. DENNY• 

WHY had the Word of God to come 
down into this world ? Why not teach 
man and guide man as be was ? Why 
bring the eternal Son from heaven? 
People will accept a great deal of truth, 
but why have a revelation ? they say. 

There must be a revelation, because 
man has departed from God, and God 
in mercy to him must reveal something 
new to him. 

If God is not revealed in perfect 
grace to my soul now, I must have to 
say to Him in judgment by-and-by; I 
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�annot tor ever stay in the dark in my 
own soul as to God. I must have to do 
with Him some time or another. Then 
I find the grace of a revelation of God. 
I get in CHRIST-the Word of God, God 
Himself come down. Not waiting till 
I go up for judgment-that would be a 
terrible story l J. N. D.

SOMETIMES things seem too high for 
some of us to reach, but it is not the 
question whether we can reach up to 
them, but that our great Priest can 
reach down to us, and, if He does this, 
we know that we are thus linked with 
the place He is in, however feeble we 
may be. T. H. R.

THE birth of Christ, like the morning, 
awakened the creation; and the lights 
of many other days broke forth together 
to tell that the long dark night had at 
length given place to a very bright and 
cheerful morning. I-leaven rejoiced, like 
the sons of God at the creation. Angels, 
once so well known in Israel, reap­
peared. The grace that had acted 1n

infant, patriarchal days, again displayed 
itself. Promises to Abraham and to 
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David, which anticipated the new birth 
of the people and of the kingdom, are 
cited and rehearsed. 

All this is seen on this great occasion, 
this fresh morning-hour in the progress 
of the ways of God. And the child 
born in Bethlehem is welcomed by the 
seer of God as " the dayspring from 
on high," the sunrise, or the morning. 

J. G. B. 

THE cross brought to light that there 
was nothing in man for God. " If one 
died for all, then were all dead." Man 
is often large before our eyes ; we are 
easily influenced by what is. of man in 
the way of wisdom or religiousness. 
But the cross is the power of God to 
deliver us from all that. Our every 
blessing is in CHRIST, and we have also 
found in Him the perfect revelation of 
God. c. A. c.
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" That Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith."-Eph. iii. 17. 

" As the Father hath loved me, so have I 
loved you; continue ye in my love."-John xv. 9. 

Hark ! ten thousand voices crying 
'' Lamb of God ! " with one accord , 

Thousand thousand saints replying, 
Wake at once the echoing chord. 

" Praise the Lamb." the chorus waking, 
All in heaven together throng ; 

Loud and far each tongue partaking, 
Rolls around the endless song. 

Grateful incense this, ascending 
Ever to Lhe F alher' s throne ; 

Ev'ry knee lo Jesus bending, 
All the mind in heaven is one. 
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All the Father's counsels claiming 
Equal honours to the Son, 

All the Son's effulgence beaming, 
Makes the Father's glory known. 

By the Spirit all pervading, 
Hosts unnumber'd round the Lamb, 

Crown' d with light and joy unfading, 
Hail Him as the great,\ I AM."

J. N. D. 

THE testimony of old, that is, the law, 
with its requirements of God from man, 
was put into an ark, a box overlaid 
with gold; but with Christians the 
Christ is to dwell in our hearts by faith. 
1'he ark was the depository of the will 
of God for Israel, but the church is not 
a mere depository where the truth is 
held. Man has tried to make it so, and 
hence there are articles of faith and 
systems of doctrine, and the attempt 
to reduce Christianity to a religious 
system. 

But what we have really is Christ­
dwelling in the heart. It is not any 
longer a box overlaid with gold, but the 
hearts of the saints which become a 
dweltt"ng-place for Christ. A dwelling-
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place is for that which is ti'ving-Christ 
awelling in the heart by faith. 

T. H. R. 

IF I want a clear, full idea of grace, I 
see it when it first came out with re­
spect to the thief on the cross, under 
the penalty of a broken law, and when 
there was no other prospect before him 
but the terrible and eternal doom of 
a transgressor. The Saviour is seen 
alongside, the Just for the unjust to 
bring us to God, and in answer to his 
prayer," Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom," he was con­
ducted by Christ's word into the pros­
pect of being that day with Him in 
paradise-a divine contrast indeed to 
the misery of the place and position in 
which grace bad reached him I 

ANON. 

THE reward which God offers to man is 
the knowledge of I-Iimself. He could 
not give anything greater or better than 
that. He said to Abram, " I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward." 
(Gen. xv. 1.) " I-le is a re\varder of 
them that diligently seek him." (I-leb. 
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xi. 6.) He rewards them by giving them
what they seek-the knowledge of
Himself. We grow by the true know­
ledge of God, and all things which
relate to life and godliness are given to
us through the knowledge of Him.
(Col. i. 10; 2 Pet. i. 3.)

Our desire and exercise should be to 
increase in the knowledge of God. It 
is the great reward which divine love 
sets before us, and nothing could be 
more attractive to the spiritual mind. 
" Delight thyself also in the Lord; and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart." ( Psa. xxxvii. 4.) c. A. c. 

IN most cases failure occurs, not because 
souls are not reading and praying, but 
because they are not watching. They 
are caught when they did not fear any 
harm. " Blessed is the man that feareth 
always." Be like a little child holding 
tight to its mother's hand! 

J. B. S. 
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'' But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked 
up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of 
God.'' 

" And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge."­
Acts vii. 55, 60. 

Lord, I was in the far .. off land, I loved from 
Thee to stray, 

And when unto myself I came, a swine .. herd far 
away, 

One moment-then the welcome sweet, the kiss, 
the Father's home ; 

Far distant was the distance : to Thy boson1 I

am come. 
Tran,. lrom G. TER STEEGEN 
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If sinners ever were to know 
The depths of love divine, 

All Calv'ry's weakness and its woe, 
Blest Saviour, must be Thine. 

God's righteousness is there proclaimed, 
His mercy's depths are known, 

While to the full Thou hast maintained 
The glory of His throne. 

C. A. C.

WE are liable to be affected by wha\ 
is around us, and it is possible for 
Christians to go quietly along in what 
they have received without knowing 
whence they have received it. Chris­
tianity is true, blessedly true, but we 
want to have the consciousness that it 
is not of this world, as Christ was not 
of this world, but from heaven. . . , 

Christianity now is connected with 
the blessed Man who is in heaven. He 
came from thence, from the Father, and 
He is gone back there. T. H. R.

IN Luke's gospel the two characteristics 
of the " remnant " are found. One in 
chapter xxi., the poor widow giving all 
the living she had for what belonged to 
God on earth. The other is Bethany, 
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where the Lord (chap. xxiv.) retires to, 
having turned away frorn J crusalcm 
and ascends fro1n there. These should 
be the two characteristics of the saints 
now; one is giving up all here for 
God's house on earth; the other pro­
viding for 1-Iim in one's own house, 
with a resting-place for I-lis heart 
during I-Iis reJection. This is the 
" remnant " character. At the close of 
the church's history on earth the bride 
is the "re1nnant. '' J. B. s. 

"IMITATION of Christ" must come from 
withi°n, and not from without . . . . we 
must be like Christ before we can 
hnitate I-Iim; and hence the closeness 
of our walk to His will depends upon 
the degree of our likeness to 1-Iim. 

It would save much disappointment, 
and many n1istakes, were this remem­
bered. For it would then be seen that 
to walk as Christ walked is not the 
result of an3, effort we can make-we 
can never imitate I-Ii1n by any effort of 
our own-but it must be the outcome of 
what we are. 

See how beautifully this was exem­
plified in th 1e case of Stephen, when he 
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was martyred. . . . Why was it that 
Stephen followed so exactly in the foot­
steps of his Lord? Was it because he 
had heard that the Lord uttered such 
prayers, and he thought therefore that 
he would copy His example? That 
would have been a valueless imitation, 
if not altogether a counterfeit. No, he 
was occupied in beholding the glory of 
the Lord, and the effect was that he 
was changed into the same image, and 
therefore of necessity he expressed 
himself in the same way-" Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. 11 

E. n. 

No greater end could be proposed to 
us, and none more attractive to a 
spiritual mind, than that we should be 
"partakers of his holiness." And every 
divine chastening has its "afterward," 
its blessed answer and recompense even 
here. I believe a moment comes in the 
history of every saint when he comes 
in view of "the end of the Lord," and, 
in the estimation of his heart, the end 
reached is well worth the painful course 
which has had to be travelled over to 
reach it. c. A. c. 
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" And this is his commandment, That we 
should believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us 
commandment."-1 John iii. 23. 

0 

Thou holy One and true, 
Our hearts in Thee confide, 

And in the circle of Thy love, 
As brethren we abide. 

In Thee the Father rests, 
His own anointed One ; 

In Thee alone He finds delight, 
His well-beloved Son. 

In Thee we find delight, 
Firstborn 'mongst brethren Thou : 
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To Thy dear Name alone we cling, 
To Thy sure word we bow. 

Teach us that Name to own, 
Whilst waiting, Lord, for Thee ;.

Unholiness and sin to shun, 
From all untruth to flee. 

AD ALBERT P. CECIL. 

IT is no small comfort to us as we are 
journeying onward through the desert 
to look up and see our great High Priest 
ever bearing us up before God, and to 
remember, in all our weakness and 
coldness, that His strength and His 
affections are in exercise through His 
intercession on our behalf; and that, 
therefore, our cause is presented to God, 
not according to what we are, but ac-
cording to all that He is. E. o. 

IN the thick and gathering night, with a 
dangerous coast on his lee, what cheer 
to the anxious navigator to have before 
him a trustworthy chart, the steady 
sentinel light of the friendly beacon, 
with a ship under him which obeys the 
guiding hand of the helmsman I We 
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have to own that the grace of our God 
and Father has provided for us in the 
perilous times in which we are found, 
and has carefully noted in scripture the 
hidden dangers which lie beneath the 
smooth, smiling surface of the course of 
this world. T. M.

THE great defect of modern Christianity 
is that there is so little affection fo1 
Christ. Many hear what is called a 
"clear gospel," and trusting the blood 
and work of Christ they get the assur­
ance of the word of God that they will 
never perish, and this seems to satisfy 
them, and they settle down upon it and 
go to sleep. There is not the earnest 
longing after Himself-the watch·ing 
dai"ly at His gates. 

Did it ever occur to you that Christ 
values your affections ? You belong to 
Him; you are the object of His love; 
you are " His own." Your heart is 
Christ's property : is it His dwelling-
place ? c. A. c. 

" LoRD, if it be thou, bid me comt unto 
thee." You cannot get on at all unless 



196 CHRIST THE OBJECT OF FAITH. 

you have Christ before your soul. It is 
the greatest proof to me that we are on 
divine ground, when we see the con­
fusion we get into when the eye is off 
Christ. We have left the boat. We 
have Christ and the Spirit, but no boat ; 
the port is in view if we have not gone 
to sleep. We have nothing but Christ, 
and if our eye is off Him, we cannot 
walk at all. 

What a beautiful picture it is of our 
present position I We cannot get on 
unless our eyes are fixed on Christ. 
That is a proof that the place we are in 
is a divinely ordered place. It is the 
right place to get your feet upon the 
water, but you cannot walk on it if your 
eye is off Christ. E.



"That ye might walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing by the knowledge of 
God."-Col. i. 10. 

The months and years speed on, 
Like clouds that drift 

Across the summer sky-
So light, so swift. 

Sometimes we'd like again 
To see these clouds, but when 

We look, they're gone I

So with our life that's past, 
W c'd have it still, 

And shape it-if we could­
More for His will. 

But no, He makes us learn 
Time passed can ne'er return­

Alas, 'tis gone I 
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Let us henceforward keep 
More close to Him, 

Whose great unchanging love 
Shall ne'er grow dim. 

Himself alone to please­
Each fleeting moment seize, 

'Ere it be gone ! 
T. W. 

A CHRISTIAN is like a standard rose 
tree; the stem is the briar, and the top 
the rose. So long as all the ability ot 
the man is directed to the rose, all goes 
on beautifully, but when the briar is 
allowed to bud and shoot out, then the 
rose is weakened. Any one can see 
how every way advanced the briar is 
because of the rose ; thus incomparably 
am I morally elevated here on earth, 
\>ecause of the Spirit of Christ ; and 
everything that advances the rose ad­
vances me ; while everything which 
promotes or gives an opportunity to 
the briar, only reduces me to the low 
state from which grace has raised me. 

In Adam the flesh is our gpverning 
principle, but in Christ it is His Spirit 
leading us into all the happy, beautiful 
traits of the manner and conduct of the 
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perfect Man on earth. Nothing 1nore 
natural, simple and easy, because true, 
than the ways and bearing of our Lord 
on the earth. May we indeed learn of 
Him, "If we live in the Spirit, let us 
,valk in the Spirit." J. B. s. 

Hrs love counts on your giving Him a 
place in your affections, so that He may 
dwell in your heart by faith. If He 
does dwell there, you may depend uppR 
it that you will be watching daily at His 
gates-not only seeking His benefits 
but longing after Himself, and finding 
it the deepest joy of your heart that 
you are admitted to personal acquaint-
ance with Him. c. A. c. 

NOTHING imparts such a sense of living 
power as personal presence, for there 
the measure of power is set forth. I be­
li�ve that, though there may be great 
joy in the reception of truth, and known 
light in the soul through it, yet there is 
no right use of it but as one sees the 
Lord. " If it be thou, bid me come 
unto thee." 

Thus with the disciples going· to 
Emmaus; thoug·h their hearts burned 
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within them through the word being 
so blessedly ministered to them, and 
though there was real divine light, yet 
until they had seen the Lord, there was 
no right action I

It is as I am with Him, in His com­
pany, that I learn to keep His word. 
His word first keeps me (John xiii.),
and then, as I believe in Him, I am
where He i_s, and love works in me in 
the place where He is not. ANON.

THE divine life in the Christian ex­
presses itself in all true moderation, not 
insisting on one's rights, after the man-­
ner of the natural man, but found in 
subjection to one another, in mildness 
and balanced behaviour, whose true re­
pose and calm dignity plainly declare 
that which the mouth witnesses-" The 
Lord is near." T. :M.
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.. To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the hidden manna, and will give 'him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth 
. ,, R ·· 17 1t. - ev. 11. • 

Could it be that in the glory, 
Ere of Him I had a thought, 

He was yearning o'er the lost one, 
Whom His precious blood had bought } 

That it was His need that brought Him 
Down to the accursed tree, 

Deeper than His deep compassion, 
Wondrous thought I His need of me. 

Trans. from the German, T, P. 

Head of the Church I Thou sittest there, 
Thy members all the blessinis share-
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Thy blessing, Lord, is ours : 
Our life Thou art-Thy grace sustain. • 
Thy strenith in us each victory gains 

O'er sin and Satan's powers. 

And soon, the day of glory come, 
Thy bride shall reach her destined home, 

And all Thy beauty see : 
How great our joy to see Thee shine, 
To hear Thee own us, Lord, as Thine, 

And ever dwell with Thee. 
J. G. DECK. 

WHEN we come to the creation of God, 
and see things in their true character, 
we are slow to speak and swift to hear. 
My thoughts are entirely reversed; all 
my lifetime I have been entirely at 
fault, all my judgment of things is en­
tirely overturned. In regard to the 
Lord Himself, all was divinely perfect. 
He said, "As I hear, I judge.' "He 
Qpeneth mine ear morning by morning." 
He was slow to speak. You can see 
how suitable it is to be swift to hear 
and slow to speak. 

The wrath of man is the expression 
of man's will, and I?!"Oves that man's 
will is in activity. Now man's law is 
lawlessness, and is diametrically op-



MORNING BY MORNING. 203 

posed to righteousness, and hence can 
never work the ri$"h teousness of God. 
We have to move 1n the orbit of God's 
will, and on the other hand we have 
to receive with meekness the engrafted 
word which is able to save our souls. 
It is a deliverance from what I call 
snares. The implanted word discloses 
these snares; then it is that the snare 
is broken and we escape. F .. E. R.

THERE were some practical directions 
concerning the gathering of the manna 
which were of the utmost importance. 
( Exo. xvi.) First, they were to gather 
it every man according to his eating. 
As a consequence, he that gathered 
much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack. The appe­
tite governed the amount collected. 
How strikingly true this is of the be­
liever I We all have as much of Christ 
as we desi"re-no more, and no less. If 
our des:res are large, if we open our 
mouth wide, He will fill it. . . . 

Secondly, it could not be stored for 
future use. No man was to leave of it 
until the morning; but some disobeyed 
this injunction, only, however, to find 



204 MORNING BY MORNING. 

that what they had thus left had become 
corrupt. No ; the food collected to-day 
cannot sustain us on the morrow. It is 
only in a present exercise of soul that 
we can feed upon Christ. . . 

Thirdly, it was to be collected early, 
for when the sun waxed hot, it melted. 
No time, indeed, is so precious to the 
believer for gathering the manna as the 
first moments of the day when, in quiet, 
he is alone with the Lord. He has not 
yet entered upon the experiences of the 
day, and he knows not what may be the 
precise character of his path; but he 
knows that he will need the sustaining 
manna. Let him therefore be diligent 
in the early morning, and let his hand 
not be slack to gather, and to gather as 
much as he may need. . . . How many 
a failure may be traced back to neglect 
on this point I E. n. 
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""' Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience 
for it, until he receive the early and latter rain." 

"Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts : for 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

0

-James 
Y. 7, 8.

He is waiting, I am waiting, 
Soon the waiting will be o'er; 

Now a little while of patience, 
THEN to see Him and adore 
In His presence evermore. 

C. T.

Our God and Father I may our souls repose 
In the deep sense of Thine unfailing love I 
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Kcpl by Thy pence, in Him who died and rose, 
1�ill ,vc nrc gathered lo Thy rest above.

E. L. B.

IT is not that we do not delight in the 
perfectness of our Saviour in Himself, 
and glorifying His Father, but we de­
light in Him as our Saviour. There is 
a link of personal association connected 
with our own joy and companionship­
He the Firstborn among many brethren. 

J. N. D. 

" THEN all those virgins arose and 
trimmed their lamps." Here we see 
the effect of the midnight cry. The 
presentation of the Person who is 
coming immediately awakens exercise. 
It raises the question in the soul, "Am 
I suitable to Him ? " If there is no 
exercise of this kind, it is a sure indica­
tion that the soul is asleep. The exer­
cise of every awakened heart leads to 
the discovery that the lamp needs trim­
ming-that there is that which needs to 
be judged and removed so that we may 
be in conscious suitability to the One 
who is coming. 
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When our hearts are illumhiated by 
His love we are in conscious suitabilit31 
to Him. It is not here a question of 
being perfected for ever by His one 
offering-of being cleansed by His 
blood, but of conscious suitability to 
Him by the Spirit. Many a believer 
who has no doubt as to the efficacy of 
His work, is far from being in conscious 
suitability to Him, and where this is the 
case the lamp needs trimming. We do 
not reach this suitability without exer­
cise, and may God enable each one of 
us to trim our lamps. c. A. c. 

Goo finds us, at the beginning, in our 
ruin. We are taken �p as sinners, 
having come short of His glory, and 
are in revolt and distance from Him. 
It is from such a point we start on the 
way. But He leads us along from our 
depths to His heights, from our ruin 
to His wonders and riches of mercy. 
And at last He plants us on an elevation 
where we can challenge all our enemies, 
and find ourselves above all that might 
be against us. 

11 Who can be against us? " is the 
language of the heart there. Who can 
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accuse, ,vho can conden,n, who can 
separate? J. G. n. 

THE clouds n1ay be very dark round 
about our earthly path, and trials may 
abound, but nothing can obscure Him­
Him in all the tenderness of His love, 
in all that He is for us before God­
from the gaze of our faith ; and light, 
and joy, and peace always stream from 
His presence. E. o. 

NoT we alone, Thy loved ones all, complete 
In glory round Thee there with joy shall 

meet; 
All like Thee, for Thy glory like Thee, Lord, 
Object supreme of all, by all adored. 

J. N. D.

Londoo: G. Mo1uusn. io, Paternoster Square, E.C. 
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