






























































































































































82 The '' Altogether Lovely '' One. 

Him to the tree, He asked, "Father, forgive 
them;" in Holy dignity His closing words were, 
"Father, unto Thy hands I commend My spirit. " 

His was the only grave that has ever remained

fragrant. The new tomb, wherein body had not 
Jain, with a hundredweight of sweet spices placed 
therein by loving hands, and within a body that 
saw no corruption, it could never have been said, 
as was said of Lazarus and of all who have died, 
"By this time he stinketh" (John 1 I. 39). 

The effect of that death was unique, the people 
smote upon their breasts; the High Priest beheld 
the veil rent from top to bottom; the rocks were 
rent, the graves were opened, many saints which 
slept arose from their beds. The centurio�, and 
they that were with him, declared, "Truly this 
was the Son of God." All who are saved by His 
i!eath will surely declare with a loud voice, as 
they gaze upon the newly-slain Lamb, "Yea, 
HE IS ALTOGETHER LOVELY l" 

In His Deity. 

"God manifest in flesh" stands out superb 
throughout all ages. At His BIRTH "the Morning 
Stars sang together;" the Ange lie Host chanted 
the highest note of praise-"Glory to God, 
goodwill to Men ; " wise men from afar brought 
royal treasures, "gold, silver, and frankincense;" 
the guiding star gravitated towards that lowly 
cattle shed; aged Simeon took I-Iim in his arn1s 
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and blessed Him-the Babe upheld the Universe 
whilst Simeon upheld I-Iim. In His BOYHOOD 
see Him amidst the Doctors asking and answering 
questions; behold I-Iim "subject to His parents, " 
increasing in wisdom and in stature, ever seeking 
to be "about His Father's business." In His 
MANHOOD, or His Ministry, think of Him tired 
on Sychar 's well, yet telling a sinful woman "all 
that ever she did;" �leeping on the heaving 
billows one moment, th� next calming the raging 
seas by His word; multiplying more than once 
humble bread and fishes till thousands are fed, 
and there is more at the end than at the beginning; 
hear Him giving the command to Peter to get the 
stater from th� fish for "Me and thee;" behold 
Him weeping over a dead brother, then uttering 
the command, "Come forth;" hear from the depth 
of sorrow the cry,· "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani l" 

"Yea, once Immanuel's. orphan cry, 
The Universe bath shaken, 

It went up single, ecboless,
'My God, I am forsaken I' " 

And in the sense of the glory of His Divine Person 
the Heaven-born soul exclaims, "YEA, HE 1s

ALTOGETHER LOVELYl" 
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The Mystery of Good and 

the Mystery of Evil. 
AS REVEALED IN THE EIGHTH OF ROMANS 

B
EFORE we look at the two great mysteries

which contrast with each other in Romans 
8, let me point out some three threefold cords 
for the edification and comfort of believers. 

I. A valuable

Threefold Cord for Young Believers.

1. "No CONDEMNATION" (v. 1). The latter
portion of the verse, "who walk not after the 
flesh," has apparently been taken up from verse 
4 by some transcriber; the six words are not given 
in the R. v. The statement is absolute. 

Romans 1 tells us how far man has fallen, 
verses 24 to 32 being a terrible indictment of 
the nature, heart, and ways of sinful man. 
Romans 2 declares the favoured Jew guilty (v. 
24). Romans 3 declares Gentiles, or all mankind, 
guilty before God (v. 19). Romans 4 tells how 
Abraham was justified by faith in days long 
past, showing the perpetual basis of justification 
-"by faith." Romans 5 tells of the "much 
more 11 mercy, of justification by faith, of peace 
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with God, and even of having "joy in God" 
(v. 11). Romans 6 tells us of the believer being 
freed from sin, alive from the dead, servants of 
righteousness, and the end everlasting Life. 
Romans 7 pictures the wretched man enslaved 
by sin, yet in the end delivered by Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Hence the "therefore" of Romans 8, 
and the definite and unconditional assurance 
that every one who is "in Christ Jesus" is 
absolutely freed from condemnation in time to 
come. No true child of God shall ever perish 
eternally. Hallelujah ! 

2. "No ACCUSATION." "Who shall lay any­
thing to the charge of God's elect?" (v. 33). 
The apostle appeals to the two highest authorities. 
Miss out the italics, "it is, " and read, "God 
that justifieth?" Shall a God who justifies 
accuse? Nay. Again in v. 34, "Christ that 
died ? " Shall the Christ who died for me accuse 
me? Nay, nay. Then if God does not accuse 
and Christ does not accuse, little matter if demons 
or men do so. None shall judicially accuse unto 
judgment the saints in Christ Jesus. 

3. "No SEPARATION." "For I am persuaded
that neither (1) death, (2) nor life, (3) nor angels, 
(4) nor principalities, (5) nor powers, (6) nor
things present, (7) nor things to come, (8) nor
height, (9) nor depth, (10) nor any other creature
(and you may add as many O's as you choose,
and make it hundreds, or thousands, or millions,
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or billions, or trillions, it holds equally good) 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus" (vv. 3d, 39); which means 
no power in Rea ven, earth, or Hell shall ever 
separate a single child of God from the love of 
the Almighty Saviour who has saved him. 

The man who penned these words knew 'much 
of the power of each of the 10 things named as 
separators. His experiences in 2 Corinthians 11. 
24-28 might well be interjected at the end of 
Romans 8; yet his "'perstiasion" would remain 
unchanged, and his boast in the Lord abound the 
more and more. 

But note it is' not from my love to Christ, but 
from the love of Christ to me that I am unseverable. 

"My love is oft-times low, 
My joy still ebbs ahd flows, 

But peace with Him remains the. same, 
No change J ehqvah kp.ows. " 

II. In this chapter the apostle also indicates

A Threefold Cord of Service.

1. PAUL 's CONCLUSION. "So then they that
are in the flesh cannot please God" (v. 8). One 
of the most difficult lessons for the saint to learn, 
that "in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no 
good thing" (Rom. 7. 18); that my thoughts, 
my plans, my ability, my gifts, in the flesh are 
in themselves worthless and useless to God. 

Hence any blessing, power, or fruitfulness 
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must come from God, by the Spirit. Cease from 
mah, trust in the Living God. 

2. PAUL 's CALCULATION. "I reckon (or cal­
culate) that the sufferings of the present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us" (v. 18). Whatever 
burdens, trials, persecutions, afflictions might 
come upon him here, they were featherweight 
when placed in the scales alongside "the glory to be 
revealed." Read his experiences in 2 Corinthians 
11. 23-28, and see how his calculation was con­
firmed by his life. It i� well to note that the
"perils without number" of chapter 11 come just
in front of the "third heaven" of chapter 12.

3. PAUL'S CONSUMMATION. "All things work
together for good to them that love God" (v. 
28) . No more marvellous sentence in all the
Scriptures, as we shall see as our exposition
proceeds.

III. Next comes a "pillow" for the weary, the
tried, and for all. 

A Threefold Cord of Comfort. 

A pillow for any saint on which to rest his 
weary head, a real basis of comfort in the midst 
of all the distractions of the pilgrim journey. 
NINE WORDS which, linked together, allay every 
fear, banish every care, and calm. every throbbing 
breast. 

1. "GoD FOR us." "If God be for us, who



88 The Mystery of Good and 

can be against us" (v. 31). Grasp the thought, 
the Sovereign Eternal God, the Maker and Ruler 
of the Universe, "who worketh all things after 
the counsel of His own will" (Eph. 1. 11 ), for me, 
a poor, unworthy sinner. Whoever and what­
ever may be against me, and the foes are both 
numerous and mighty, a Greater than all is 
for me. 

The apostle had a thousand times more foes 
than any of us in this easy going non-pei:secuting 
age, yet he was not afraid of all, for his trium­
phant message applied personally. was, "If God 
be for me, who can be against me? " (v. 31). 

2. CHRIST FOR us. "Christ that died ... is
risen ... who also maketh intercession for us" 
(v. 34). The Blessed Eternal Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me, at the right 
hand of God, moment by moment cares for me 
and intercedes for me. How often we realise 
that "earthly friends do fade and leave us;" 
how gladly we grasp the promise of the "Friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother" (Prov. 
18. 24), who said, "I will never, never, never
leave thee nor forsake thee" (Heb. 13. 5). How
many soever against me, Christ is for me.

3. THE SPIRIT FOR us. "The Spirit Himself
maketh intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered" (v. 26). Wondrous thought­
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost all for me I 

Look all your foes, trials, and adversaries 
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straight in the face, pillow your weary head on 
the boso1n of Omnipotence, and "rest in the Lord." 

The Two Great Mysteries. 

In this Eighth Chapter of Romans we have two 
cardinal verses giving us what I think of as

the Mystery of Good and the Mystery of Evil, or 
to put it in the order of the chapter: 

VERSE 20. "The Mystery of Evil." "For 
the creature was made subjeGt to vanity, not 
willingly, but by reason of Him who hath subjected 
the same in hope." 

VERSE 28. ''The Mystery of Good. 11 "And 
(or it might be bu,t) all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to His purpose. 11 

Look at the two great forces in the order given: 

THE MYSTERY OF EVIL. 

"The creature was made subject to vanity. 11 

The realm of Nature was subjected to what seems 
a useless round of toil, producing nothing (vanity) 
by the Divine Fiat of God (Gen. 3. 17, 18). This 
was due to the Fall of man, natures overlord. 

The word vanity at the time of the translation 
of the A.V. had scarcely the meaning it has now. 
The modern English meaning is rather that of 
an ostentatious display in some form or other. 
The old English word had rather the meaning, 
suggested in "Pilgrim's Progress," where pilgrim 
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lands in "vanity fair, " not specially a place for 
the display of finery, but rather a place of idle 
show or empty pleasure, where the visitor simply 
went to see and be seen without any definite aim. 
In fact the thought of aimlessness or purposeless­
ness is the real idea here in the word "vanity. " 

Dr. AGAR BEET expresses "vanity" thus. 
"That which produces no worthy result. Nature 
toils to little purpose. It brings forth thorns 
and thistles. All that Nature brings forth is 
doomed to die." 

Contrast thus "the creature,,, or creation, or 
the universe as known to man "was made subject 
to no purpose" (v. 20) ; whereas, the child of God 
finds that all things work together for good, 
according to His purpose (v. 28). 

The Subjection of the Creature. 

"The creature MADE SUBJECT. " On account 
of the terrible power of sin, a subjection was 
determined on the whole human race, and on the 
material universe. An aimlessness, a purpose­
lessness settled down upon mankind. This 
explains much that is mystery in the world to-day. 

Look at it--
NATIONALLY. Which of the political parties 

has a definite purpose and abides by that purpose 
whether the populace is pleased or otherwise? 
Their greatest aim is to capture votes for the 
present. 
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COMMERCIALLY. Is it usual to have a fixed 
goal and make for that, whatever the consequences? 
Diplomacy, make shift, gain, are pressed into 
service for the present, and the future is left to 
look after itself. 

LOCALLY. How little there is, even in humble 
affairs, that is not tempered with a purposeless 
proceeding. 

lNDIVIDU ALLY. Again and again has the heart 
sighed at the failings of the past, the aimlessness 
of the present, and the poor outlook for the future. 
Only when the heart is turned from man and man's 
ways to the Divine purpose does the calm of 
things lasting and eternal take possession of the 
soul. That peculiar soul-depression which at 
times settles on every spiritual soul is doubtless 
a partaking of this terrible "subjection·;" for the 
believer is united to the creation by the body 
and to Heaven by the spirit. 

"NoT WILLINGLY." Notice in the subjection 
there is an unyieldingness. Some have suggested 
that G-od did not willingly make man a subject of 
sin. That may be in it, but, I think it is rather 
an unwillingness on the part of the creature. Is 
this not manifest in the rebellion of the human 
heart:, the lawlessness on every side, the bolshevism 
laying hold of communities in many lands, the 
spirit of the Antichrist and Man of Sin in embryo 
on every hand, in every land. 

"IN HOPE." Even in the deepest darkness of 
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the unwilling subjection there arises the hope of 
n better day, of "a good time coming"; of the long 
e.�pected Golden Age. That hope often saves
from depression and animates the heart (v. 24).

Put these three things together and you have 
much of the Mystery of Evil explained. A 
Subjection-an unwilling subjection-a subjection 
ever having a ray of hope therein. 

This is confirmed by 

The Threefold Groans 

which follow. 
1. CREATIONS GROANS. "The whole creation 

groaneth and travailleth in pain together until 
now" (v. 22). The masses of mankind, the wide 
arc of the universe, things animate and inanimate, 
on account of sin have "groans" and "pangs." 
Pangs pertain to birth, and when we think that 
a babe is born every minute, what must be the 
accumulated birth pangs rising to Heaven from 
a sin cursed earth? Groans pertain to death, 
and when we remember that a soul passes the 
boum from which no traveller returns minute by 
minute, what must be the death-groans of poor 
fallen humanity reaching the ear of a holy God. 
No wonder the cry ascends on high: "O Lord, 
how long?" (Psa. 90. 13). 

I am no musician, but I am told by those who 
are, that almost every note in creation is set in a 
low monotone. Our ears confirm this-the 
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screech of the sea birds, the cry of the wild 
animals, the wind whistling through the fir trees, 
the waves dashing on the sea shore, all have a 
depressing effect on the spirit, for "the whole 
creation groaneth "-man, beasts, birds, and 
nature itself. 

2. THE SAINTS GROAN. "Not only they, but
even we ourselves groan within ourselves" (v. 23). 
I hope my dear brother or sister you are a groaning 
saint. I pity the believer who is so satisfied with 
himself, his service, or his circumstances that he 
neither groans on account of the sin around him, 
nor longs for that sinless Home beyond this fleeting 
life. The true Christian dissatisfied with self says 
with the apostle, "I press forward" ; looking 
around he sighs and cries for the masses "careless 
of their soul's immortal" ; surveying the world, 
he beholds little but chaos and confusion on every 
hand, and thinking of the future he yearns for 
the Coming of the Saviour-God to take His people 
Home; and the Rightful Heir to rectify all wrongs 
and make this earth-desert, marred by sin, once 
more blossom as the rose. 

Do not mistake "groans" for "grumbles. 11 Some 
think that by grumbling and finding fault with 
everything and everybody they are manifesting 
a sort of perfection spirit. And notice they 
groan "within" themselves, not in the meeting, and 
amongst the crowds, but in the secret of the chamber 
in the presence of their own Lord and Iviaster. 
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If any reader is living in Grumble Corner, let 
me advise to make a move into Thanksgiving 
Street. "I{eep yourselves" in the warm happy 
atmosphere of "the love of God" (Jude 21). 

3. THE SPIRIT' s GROANS. How marvellous I
"The Spirit Himself (not itself, for the Spirit is 
a person), maketh intercession for us with groan­
ings which cannot be uttered" (v. 26). The 
Blessed Holy Spirit, the third Person in the 
Trinity takes our prayers, ·our needs, our heart 
burdens, and "helping our infirmities," presents 
them before the Throne in the true language of 
Heaven, of which the apostle say$, "in words 
which it is not possible for man to utter" (2 Cor. 
12. 4). Thus our prayers become intense, in­
telligent, and in the line of God's Will.

Groans and tears are ever powerful in the ears 
of God. It is only on record that Christ sang 
once, on the night of His betrayal, yet it is 
recorded three times that He wept (Luke 19. 41; 
John 11. 35; Heb. 5. 7). It is only on record 
that Paul sang once, in the jail at Philippi, yet 
he shed "many tears" (Acts 20. 19-31). 

"Groans" which lead to "Good." 

Many Christians read Romans 8 thus: "There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, for al_l things work together 
for good to them that love God." They leap from 
verse 1, to verse 28. But, in between, is verse 20, 



The Mystery of Evil. 95 

"subjection to vanity"; verse 22, "the whole 
creation groans"; verse 23, the "children of 
God groan 11 ; verse 26, "the Holy Spirit helpeth 
with groans which cannot be uttered." It is 
"groans"-"groans"-"groans," then, and then 
only it is "good" and "God." 

Dr. HANDLEY MouLE, long known as the 
saintly Bishop of Durham, tells a story which 
summarises much that we have written above. 
He writes of an English music teacher who 
discovered a young lady with a remarkable voice. 
The tutor trained the young lady until he thought 
she had almost attained perfection. Taking her 
to one of the old Masters on the Continent for a 
commendation, after she had been tested 3 or 4 
times, he was surprised to hear the comment "she 
just wants one thing." More tests, the same 
comment. What could the one thing be, for had 
she not voice, volume, technique, and all that 
made good for song? Inquiring, the old Master 
replied, "She just needs a broken heart l" She 
lacked sympathy, pathos, feeling, the out-flow of 
a broken heart. The song did not flow from 
heart to heart. 

May it not be that the Great Master of us all 
is allowing us to have abundance of groans, tears, 
sighings and cryings here, in training for the 
unison in the Eternal Choir where with "loud 
voice" the New Song resounds, "WORTHY IS THE

LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN" (Rev. 5. 9-13), and the 
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loud and long note "as the sound of many waters, 11 

"ALLELUIA FOR THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT 

REIGNETH" (Rev. 19. 6). 

THE MYSTERY OF GOOD. 

"All things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them that are the called according 
to His Purpose" (v. 28). 

A contrast is found in the first word, for Darby, 
20th Century and other translations render it 
"but we know." The contrast being, "we know

not what we should pray for as we ought" (v. 26), 
"but we know that all things work together for 
good" (v. 28). However imperfect our know­
ledge, love, prayers, service or attainments, His 
love remains the same, His eternal purpose 
unaltered. "I am Jehovah: I change not" 
(Mal. 3. 6). 

His Purpose and His Plan. 

Notice the noble edifice of eternal grace and 
sovereignty in the plan of this majestic verse. 
The foundation-

"H1s PURPOSE." The basis of all bliss. Link

with this that portion in Ephesians 1. 9, "which 
He purposed in Himself." No fickle, changing, 
planning of man's councils or rulers, but a fixed 
decision in the bosom and heart of the Sovereign 
Eternal God. 

"THE CALLED." How amazing is the thought 
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that God calls sinners sunk in the loathsome depths 
of chap. 1. 21-32, "out of darkness into His own 
marvellous light'' (1 Peter 2. 9). The next 
verse explains the nature of the "call, " and so 
long as the five links are kept in the order in 
which God has given them, I have no difficulty 
in understanding the election of God. I do not 
say in believing, for I believe everything in the 
Bible whether I understand it or not, although 
I prefer to believe and understand. 

If you begin with a hard cast-metal predestina­
tion, so many bound to be saved in spite of 
everything, and so many destined for damnation 
whatever takes place, I do not understand it in 
the face of 100 Scriptures apparently teaching 
the contrary. 

If you begin, where verse 29 begins, with 
Divine ''foreknowledge, " then I can understand 
a God with all wisdom, knowing "the end from 
the beginning" (Isa. 46. 10), on the basis of (I) 
foreknowledge, (2) predestinating, (3) calling, 
(4) justifying, (5) glorifying. The chain begins
in the immeasurable past and stretches into the
immeasurable future. The sovereignty of God,
and the free will of man, according to the eternal
plan producing "glory to God and goodwill to man"
throughout endless ages.

Thank God for every one making the call 
effectual by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and having the assurance of an eternal salvation. 

G 
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If not there, Romans 10. 9, is the portion for you. 
"THEM THAT LOVE GOD." The simplest form 

of. expression to designate the true Christian. 
"Every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God ... If a man say, I love God, and 
ha teth his brother, he is a liar" (1 John 4. 7, 20). 
Not the mere glib-tongued talk of loving God, 
but the real heart faith love in God and in His 
Christ. The apostle puts this "love" as the true 
and final tes� when he summarises, "If any man 
love not the Lord Jesus let him be accursed" 
(1 Cor. 16. 22). 

One of the Greatest Facts of the Bible. 

"ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD. ,, One 

of the most marvellous statements in the 31,173 
verses forming the Grand Old Book! Grasp it 
firmly in your mind that as one who loves God, 
all things in your sojourn on earth, from the 
cradle to the Coming or the coffin, are definitely 
outworking, according to the purpose of God, 
"FOR GOOD. " However difficult to understand, 
however far beyond the mind to grasp, this holds 
true "for good." Nothing hinders, thwarts or 
causes the slightest divergence from that purpose, 
as each "called" one, when he has attained to 
the fifth golden link in the plan of God, is "glori­
fied," ]ooking o'er life's chequered pathway shall 
assuredly proclaim "He hath done all things 
well" (Mark 7. 37). 
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"ALL for good." Not one in 9, not one in 99, 
not one in 999, but just what it says "all things." 
Bright things, black things; nice things, nasty 
things; pleasant things, painful things: joys, 
sorrows; health, sickness; life, death, "all things." 
I am well aware how easy it is to preach or write 
thus, and how difficult it is to believe it, to live 
it, to rejoice in it. Yet as Thomas' doubting 
did not change the Saviours' loving, so "all for 
good" is His promise whether my poor weak faith 
acquiesce in it or not. "Have faith in God" 
(Mark 11. 22). 

The Proof of this Great Fact. 

But, says the heart, how does this conform with 
the great events and truths of Scripture, many of 
which seem to teach the opposite. Look at 
four typical cases and see how they assure that 
"all work for good, " if in His purpose. 

1. A NATIONAL CASE. Morning dawns as the
people of Israel are in bondage in Egypt. A 
royal proclamation intimates that they are to 
produce the same toll of bricks without the 
binding straw being supplied. In addition to 
making bricks they have to "gather" the straw 
(Exodus 5. 8). Dismay seizes their hearts. God, 
governments and all seem against them. Was

it so? Nay for in wandering over the fields, 
farmhouses and lands of Goshen, Jew like, they 
kept their eyes open, and knew the likely position 
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of every precious thing in all the land, so that 
when the command came to "borrow (in a sense 
take pay for long years of toil) jewels of silver, 
and jewels of gold, and raiment, " they did 
the work so effectually that they "spoiled the 
Egyptians" (Exod. 12. 33-36). 

If Pharaoh had had that foresight, which so 
many falsely claim to-day, he would have cooped 
the slaves in stockades that they might not get 
on the scent of a single piece of jewellery. But 
as God alone has foreknowledge, Pharaoh's cruel 
taskmasterdom led to a spoiled nation and a 
doomed ruler. Pharaoh meant it for "evil," 
God turned it to "good." They were more 
wealthy at the end than at the beginning of 
their bondage. 

2. A COMPANY CASE. A company of 3 young
men are commanded to bow down and worship 
the golden image, some 90 feet high, set up by 
Nebuchadnezzar. "We will not" for "our God 
is able to deliver" is their noble reply. Therefore 
they are bound and cast into a seven-times heated 
fiery furnace. Was that for "good"? Certainly, 
for the king himself asserted, "Lo, I see four men 
loose, and the form of the fourth is like the Son 
of God" (Dan. 3. 21-25). 

That very furnace was the path to "promotion" 
(v. 80). Never shall these three forget that 
eventful walk with the Son of God. Never shall 
any saint who has been through the fiery furnace 



The Mystery of Evil. 101 

of affliction and trodden it with the Son of God, 
cease to praise "the God of deliverances.

,, 

3. A FAMILY CASE which has been reproduced
millions of times in all parts of the globe. Hear 
the sad note sounded in that happy home in 
Bethany-"Lazarus is dead" (John 11. 14). Was 
that for good? If Lazarus had not died, we 
should have missed three of the most precious 
things in the Gospels. (1) A weeping Saviour. 
"Jesus wept" (v. 35). What untold comfort 
this shortest and most sympathetic verse in the 
Bible has brought to manifold mourners through� 
out the ages. (2) The mighty Victor's call, "Lazarus 
come forth" (v. 43). Typical of the glad call 
which shall yet bring forth sleeping saints from 
sea and land, to be for ever with the Lord. (3)
A Reunited Family, as presented in chap. 12. 1-8.

Martha, the busy server; Mary the good-part 
sitter; Lazarus who had been dead and "stinking" 
(v. 39) unite in making the Lord a feast, and 
sitting with Him. Picture of that glad Day when 
saved fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, and all 
loved ones "washed in the Blood," shall sit 
down in the Kingdom in happy fellowship with 
Him and with each other and "go out from His 
presence no more.

,, Lord, hasten the Reunion
Morning. 

4. AN INDIVIDUAL CASE both tragic and
typical. "Then the king commanded, and they 
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of 
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lions, and a stone was brought and laid upon 
the- mouth of the den; and the king sealed it 
with his own signet, and with the signet of his 
lords, that the purpose might not be changed 

concerning Daniel,
, 

(Dan. 6. 16, 17). 
Surely, says someone; you do not mean to 

assert that to cast a faithful man into a den of 
hungry lions was "for good? 11 Well, in Heaven, 
if ever you get near enough to Daniel, ask him 
what was the happiest night he ever spent, and 
I am sure he will unhesitatingly reply: "The 
night I spent in the lions' den. 11 

For that night had he not three kings in atten­
dance? The king of beasts who, sitting by his 
side, said, by gesture if not by tongue, "You 
are all right, Daniel, but pity the next man that 
comes down. 11 Which came true, for when the 
persecutors were cast into the same den the lions 
"brake all their bones in pieces, or ever they 
came at the bottom of the den 11 

(v. 24). The 
king of Babylon, who could not sleep, but tossed 
uneasily till morning dawned and he was able to 
give the command to "take Daniel up out of the 
lions' den" (v. 22). The King of Glory, ever 
watchful over all His own, put an invisible 
muzzle on every lion in the den, which enabled 
Daniel in the morning joyfully to exclaim: "My 
God hath sent His Angel, and hath shut the lions' 
mouths, that they have not hurt me

,, 
(v. 20). 

"FoR Goon. 11 Yes, and for God's glory, too. 
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For has not that story encouraged myriads ·of 
young men and women, facing the dens and traps 
of earth, to "Dare to be a Daniel. .. dare to have 
a purpose ... and dare to make it known." 

The_ Basis of all Bliss. 

Here, as elsewhere, one does not long read of 
blessings and good without being directed to 
the source of all-the Cross of Calvary. So 
in verse 32 we read: "He that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him also freely give us all things?" 
Salvation free to all, good comes to all, God for 
all, the Cross the basis and foundation of all. 

The hand and heart that gave what was most 
precious will never fail in bounty, liberality, and 
protection to His own, and thus links "all good JI 

with "all things. " Let those who will scout 
the Blood and relegate it to the shambles; the 
sinner saved by grace and bound for glory loudly 
sings, "Hallelujah for the Cross I" 

Then surely after what we have seen-groans 
turned to good, all working for good, the etefnal 
purpose of love of God to all His own, the challenge 
"If God be for us, who can be against us? JI the 
Christian's life will be one of sunshine all the day 
and all the way. He will bid farewell to tears, 
sorrows, trials, and burdens. Ile will be inclined 
to sing the hymn which says, "I feel like singing 
all the time. " 
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Strange that verse 36 should follow all that 
has gone before and record, "It is written, for
thy sakes we are killed all the day long: we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter," reminding 
us that with ten thousand blessings and privileges 
the true Christian to the last day of his sojourn 
will be counted as "the offscouring of earth,,

(I Cor. 4. 13). 
Then is it hopeless? Must we give way to 

despair? Is the Church to be wiped out ? Listen 
to the majestic certainty of verse 37, immediately 
following verse 36: "Nay, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us. 11 That expression, "more than con­
querors, " puzzled me for long. No commen­
tator, no Bible dictionary, offered any explana­
tion. Till, one Lord's Day, I heard a brother, 
like the apostles, "unlearned and untutored" 
(Acts 4. 13), read this portion and exclaim, 
"More than conquerors I What's that?" "Well," 
said he, "you know what a conqueror is. A 
man who wins by :fighting. Then a 'more than 
conqueror' must be a man who wins without 
fighting." Concerning the greatest of deliver-
ances well do we sing: 

"Jesus fought and won the Day, 
Such a Day had ne'er been fought, 

Well His people now may say 
See what God, our God, hath wrought," 
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The Great Summary. 

Realising the enormity, the effects, and the 
widespread results of the purpose-less of the 
creature and creation, let not the heart faint 
under this sin-tragedy, but more firmly grasp 
the grace and goodness behind the purpose-wise 
of the Creator, our Father God, and summarise 
as did the apostle in chapter 10. 36, at the close 
of this masterpiece of logic concerning God, His 
promises and purposes: "O, the depth of the 
riches, both of the wisdom and know ledge of 
God: how unsearchable are His judgments and 
His ways past finding out ... for of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all things, to 
whom be glory for ever. AMEN. "
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The Secret Behind the Second 
Chapter of Acts. 

A SUGGESTION OF AN IMPORTANT THREEFOLD LINK. 

\VHO does not know the wonderful Second of 
Acts? What theories of Spir.it Baptism, 

of prophetic speaking, of Church adding, and 
what Ecclesiastical deductions have been adduced 
therefrom I Yet it is a marvellous chapter, with 
simple artd precious truth for all believers, as 
we shall seek to show. 

Most commentators begin at "the Day of 
Pentecost" (v. 1) but I venture to suggest that 
the basis of the second of Acts is laid in Luke 9, 
and embraces a threefold link-

LINK I. In Luke 9. 30, the Transfiguration 
scene. "Behold there talked with Him two men

which were Moses and Elias, who appeared in 
glory, and spake of His decease (or exodus, or 
crucifixion)" What they might have talked 
about I Moses of being drawn out of the river 
Nile; Elijah of being drawn up into Heaven. 
Moses of the King's Castle, Elijah of the widow's 
cot. Moses of lawgiving, EliJah of prophesying. 
Moses of dying on the lone hillside; Elijah of 
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never dying but being "caught up.,, Moses of
the Exodus from Egypt; Elijah of his exodus 
from earth. Yet there is one subject behind all 
others, even on the Glory mount, a subject 
fitted for the great Lawgiver, the great Prophet, 
and the greater Son of God-

"His Decease " -

His crucifixion on Calvary's tree. 
Let us see to it that however much we endorse 

and "establish the Law" (Ro1n. 3. 31); however 
much we value the great theme of Prophecy, 
and seek to "rightly divide the Word of Truth" 
(2 Tim. 2. 15). Yet in our heart of hearts we 
ever say, "God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the Cross of our Lord Jesus" (Gal. 6. 14). 
For certainly when we stand on the Eternal 
Glory Mount our central and endless note will 
be "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain" (Rev. 
5. 12).

LINK II. Luke 24. 4, "As they were much
perplexed, behold two men ... which said, 'Why 
seek ye Him that liveth among the dead? He 
is not here, He is risen," (v. 5, margin, 6). The
Holy Spirit using the same expression, "Behold 
two men." In all probability the same two men­
Moses and Elias-but with a vastly different note. 
The theme being, not His crucifixion, but 

His· Resurrection. 

The glad note of Victory, but alas with them, 
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as with many to-day, when the disciples repeated 
the Victory note, "their words seemed to them 
as idle tales" (v. 11. 15). Oh, to know more of 
"the Power of His Resurrection" (Phil. 3. 10). 

LINK III. Luke 25 (I hope it is in your Bible 
for it is in mine) otherwise titled Acts 1, which 
cites "the former treatise," indicating that Acts 
1 is really a continuation of Luke 24. 

Verse 10. "And while they looked stedfastly 
toward Heaven, Behold two men ... which said ... 
This same Jesus ... shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go." A third blessed theme 
the solver of mind problems, heart difficulties, 
home trials

., 
and earth's sorrows. 

His Coming Again. 

Now notice the result of this threefold revelation 
of the two men on the Disciples. No more 
disputings "who should be greatest" as in Luke 
9. 34; no more the words of Resurrection seem "idle
tales," as in Luke 24. The threefold cord in
Acts 1 is linked with an Upper Room, a united
Prayer Meeting, 120 disciples, male and female,
of "one accord" (v. 14) definitely linking this
third visit of the two' men with Acts 2. 1 when
"they were all with one accord in one place."

Unless their hearts had been fully centred on 
"His Crucifixion " "His Resurrection " "His 

, , 

Coming Again," would they ever have been so 
united that the Holy Spirit could send such 
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Showers of Blessing as have scarcely, if ever, 
been equalled-3000 souls in one day. 

Let us now turn to the Second of Acts and see 
what follows in the actings of these Christ-centred, 
Spirit-filled disciples. On the surface four 
results are apparent. 

I. United Disciples.

Acts 2. 14. "But Peter standing up with the 
eleven,." I believe the Bible says what it means. 
That Peter was standing up and the 11 were 
standing up with him. What a sight-12 disciples 
so united that they lined up shoulder to shoulder, 
man to man, for God's glory. Would that they 
had had Kodaks in early days, this would have 
made a fitting photo for the meeting rooms of 
Councils, Committees, Elder brethren, and 
managements of all kinds. 

How readily they might have reminded Peter 
of his fall and suggested a little less prominent 
position. But "one heart and one mind" sought 
only God's glory, and unity and peace prevailed. 
What a lesson for elder and for younger brethren, 
for each of us, to-day! 

Then notice that United Disciples sought to 
manifest an 

II. Uplifted Christ,

and observe how Peter's Pentecost Sermon 
re-echoes the threefold theme of the two men. 
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Verse 22 . "Y c men of Israel hear these words. 
Jesus of Nazareth (it was all about Him) ... Him 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken and by 
wick�d hands have crucified and slain "-''His 
DECEASE." 

Verse 24. "Whom God hath raised up ... 
because it was not possible that He should be 
holden of death. "-"His RESURRECTION . 11 

Verse 30. "God hath sworn with an oath, 
that He would raise up Christ to sit on His throne, 11 

(David's, as future King of kings). His COMING 
GLORY. Then he added "God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye crucified, both Lord and 
Christ. 11 

The result on the audience of the preaching 
of a crucified, risen, ruling and soon reigning 
Lord Jesus was that they were "pricked to the 
heart," and cried "What shall we do? 1

1 then
follows the glorious sequel 3000 souls in one day 
-that was Holy Ghost preaching.

How is it that in our day our correct little
essays on Bible themes, our studied portrayals 
of Bible incidents, our pleasant discourses 
concerning salvation, justification, assurance and 
such themes produce little result. Is the great 
lack in platform and pulpit to-day not men 
"filled with the new wine" of the I{ingdom (v. 13) 
preaching a Crucified, Risen and Con1ing Lord 
and Christ, in the Power of the Holy Ghost? 
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For when you have United Disciples and an 
Uplifted Christ you are bound to have 

III.-Unparalleled Blessin�. 

Verse 41 . "They that gladly received His 
word were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about 3000 souls." It 
matters little if the preachers be "unlearned 
and untutored men" (Acts 4. 13), 1f the audience 
be of "common people, " if the Message be that 
of a plain blunt fisherman, if the heart is right 
and Christ is exalted, the Spirit will bless. 

For notice it was when they were of the "same 
mind" (v. 1, 14) and lifted up "the same Jesus" 
(v. 36) that "the same day" (v. 41) 3000 souls 
were saved. 

Here follows a solemn query. God is the 
same, the Risen Christ is the same, the Holy 
Spirit is the same, the Gospel :Message is the 
same. Is there any reason why we should not 
see souls saved regularly in our Gospel meetings 
as in these first days, and even in days that 
some of us remember? Alas, the fault is in 
ourselves. Without blaming the preachers, 
throwing stones at each other; or thinking 
because tim�s are different, and the mas5es 
are indifferent, such days are impossible with 
us, let each one get down on his f 1ce before 
God, humbly confess his manifold failings, and 
earnestly seek that blessing from on High granted 
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to the lowly in Spirit and contrite in heart. 
"O Lord, revive Thy Work in the midst of the 
years .. .in wrath remember mercy" (Hab. 3. 2). 

It has often been said, "Like priest, like people" 
certainly it is true "Like preacher, like convert." 
So here; for the converts were not of the mere 
"stand up," "hold up your hand," "come to 
the front," or "sign a ticket" kind; they were 
marked by 

IV .-Unwavering Steadfastness. 

Verse 42, "they continued stedfastly in the 
Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in Breaking 
of Bread, and in prayers" (v. 46), "they continued

daily with one accord in the temple." 
FOUR THINGS IN WHICH THEY "CONTINUED," 

as do all healthy converts. 
1. DocTJUNE, or "the Word." Many decry

doctrine to-day, but the first need of new converts 
and older Christians is to be gro,unded in the 
great basal doctrines of the Christian Faith. 
Every Christian should study well the first great 
doctrinal epistle in the Bible-ROMANS. 

Many say "Creed" does not matter. it is 
"character" that is wanted. Yet it is creed 
that produces character; not character first, 
then creed. The Book says "As a man thinketh 
in his heart (creed) so is he (character)" (Prov 
32. 7). Paul exhorts his young son Timothy 
to be "nourished in the words of faith and of 



The Second Ohnptor of Acts. 113 

good doctrine" (1 Tim. 4. 6). Hold fast to 
what Luke terms "things most surely believed 
among us" (Luke 1. 1). 

2. FELLOWSHIP, or "the 1¥ orll." I take this
to be not that thing called "fellowship" by so 
many to-day. If you meet in a certain hall, with 
a certain company, or in a certain circle, you are 
said to be in "fellowship, " although both life 
and doctrine 1nay be a virtual denial of such. 
Here the Bible fellowship, or partnership is 
meant. A real working fellowship, as in Luke 
5. 7, when the net brake and they were in diffi­
culties, the disciples "beckoned to their partners
which were in the other sh!_p, that they should
come and help them." That sweet partnership of
Peter, James, and John (v. 10) seems to have
developed throughout the years.

Active and Sleeping Partners. 

The converts were not merely visible during the 
Revival, or spasmodic attenders thereafter, they 
"continued stedfastly" at the prayer meeting, the 
ministry meeting, the worship meeting, aud 
wherever "help" was wanted and talent could be 
used for the good of His Own. Such a thing as 
"sleeping partners, " which abound to-day, must 
have been unknown in Apostolic days. At least 
if they started as "sleeping" when they should 
be awake, they evidently so developed into 
"disorderliness" that grace gave them a long 

H 
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"sleep" (1 Cor. 11. 30). God sound in all our 
sleepy hearts: "Awake thou that sleepest. .. and 
Christ shall give thee light" (Eph. 5. 14). 

3. BREAKING OF BREAD, or "the ordinances"

(I Cor. 11. 1). Not once a year, once a quarter, 
or even once a month, as satisfies so many to-day, 
but "Upon the first day of the week the disciples 
came together to break bre�d

,, 
(Acts 20. 7). 

One great fact hold, good throughout the Ages. 
The palmiest days of the Church have ever been 
when the ordinances were kept well to the front. 
And the saddest days when the ordinances have 
been well-nigh forgotten, or set aside altogether. 
No company of Christians has ever flourished for 
long years who have dared to set aside the two 
ordinances of the New Testament-Baptism and 
the Breaking of Bread. The Quakers to-day are 
visibly decaying, and those who live long enough 
will see the Salvation Army follow suit, remaining 
perhaps as a great social force, but at real salva­
tion work a thing of the past. And these are no 
exceptions to the above law of cause and effect. 

Dangers and Delights at the Supper. 

Admitted there may be a danger of making the 
Lord's Supper a soul-saving ordinance, or a 
fetish, con tending for the "reservation

,, 
of 

the bread, and such like ideas. Yet whilst ever 
abhorring either the doctrine of transubstantiation 
or consubstantiation, or anything which makes 
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the elements other than "only bread and only 
wine," there is a blessing and a joy in fulfilling 
the Saviour's own request: "This do in remem­
brance of Me" (I:.uke 22. 19). 

Whenever health permits, opportunity occurs, 
and it is possible to join with fallen sinners saved 
by grace thus to "proclaim the Lord's Death till 
He come" (1 Cor. 11. 26, 1n.), may we like these 
early converts therein "continue stedfastly." 
Remember there is ever One heart gladdened by 
your presence at the Memorial Feast, the One 
whose body was broken and whose blood was 
shed for you and who said, "This do."

4. "And in PRAYER." The crying need of the
Church to-day is "prayer, " the one thing missing 
in many homes is family prayers; the greatest 
need of the individual saint is "more prayer." 

Not the well-phrased, long-winded prayers of 
some elders in the prayer meeting, who wander 
on for fifteen and even twenty minutes, and pray 
what I call "locust prayers, " for they eat up every 
"green thing" (Exod. 10. 15) , and leave neither 
meeting nor person for the young Christian, the 
nervous, or the novice to pray about; but the 
short, sharp, heart-felt ejaculatory prayer, like 
Peter in Matthew 14. 30, or Elijah in James 
5. 17, 18.

It was said of C. H. SPURGEON that "he never
prayed longer than ten minutes, yet he was never 
ten minutes without prayer." Lord, "teach tlS
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to pray" (Luke 11. 1); teach us to pray for "all 
saints" (Eph. 6. 18) and "all men" (2 Tim. 2. 1); 
teach us to "pray without ceasing" (I Thess. 
5. 17); teach us to pray "with the Spirit, and with
understanding" (1 Cor. 14. 15).

A Glorious Sequence. 

Thus wherever you have disciples right at heart, 
Christ in I-Iis true place, and blessing flowing, 
you will get a glorious sequence. Men say it is 
bad grammar to use too many "ands." Read 
verses 41 to 47, emphasizing the word "and, " 
notice the flow of the 10 in connection with this 
first Church Revival. And what a glorious finish 
to the chapter. Of the converts it is said: "Prais­
ing God and having favour with all the people" 
(v. 47). Not "praising Peter" and proposing 
to get such a remarkable man for the next mission, 
but "praising God," and bearing such witness 
that tradesmen, relatives, and even enemies 
admitted it was a genuine Revival, and they 
were genuine converts. 

In conclusion, observe the closing sentence: 
"And the Lord added to the Church daily, such 
as were being saved." And praise God, His 
adding has continued, does continue, and will 
continue till "the Day of JESUS CHRIST" (Phil. 
I. 6). "Unto Hirn be glory in the Chtu-ch ...
throughout all AGES, world without end. AMEN 

11 
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.. Things which God hath 

Given.'' 

M
ANY are the gifts of God. Time would fail

to recount and speak of. them all, yet it is 
ever an enchanting theme to recount the bene­
ficence of God. We shall look at five which are 
distinctly stated to be "God-given." 

I. A God-Given Name.

"Wherefore God hath given Him a Name which 
is above every na1ne" (Phil. 2. 9). That God­
given Name is the simple, sweet, and precious 
word-"JEsus." "Sweetest Name on mortal 
tongue." The lowly Name is mentioned some 
709 tin1es in the New Testament, whilst the fuller 
title, Lord Jesus Christ, is mentioned 88 times, 
and Jesus Christ 197 times. 

We thoroughly agree with those who discount 
the too familiar use of "Jesus,'' "Jesus," "dear 
Jesus, ,, "sweet Jesus, " and such like; we also 
deprecate those who would forbid the reverent 
use of that God-given Name-"JEsus." 
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For is it not a striking fact that this Name in 
Gospels and Epistles is associated with His birth: 
"Thou . .:halt call His Name Jesus" (Matt. 1. 21); 
with His baptism, "Jesus also being baptised" 
(Luke 3. 21); with His life, "Jesus walking by 
the sea

,
, (Matt. 4. 18); with His miracles, "This 

beginning of miracles did Jesus
,, 

(John 2. 11) ;
with His parables, "Jesus had :finished these 
parables" (Matt. 13. 53); with His death, "Jesus 
died and rose again" (1 Thess. 4. 14); with His 
resurrection, "He hath raised up Jesus" (Acts 
13. 33); with His standing in Heaven, "Jesus
standing on the right hand of God" (Acts 7. 55) ;
with His crowning, "We see Jesus ... crowned with
glory and honour" (Heb. 2. 9); with His Priest­
hood, "Our great High Priest, Jesus

,
, (Heb. 

4. 14); with all the ransomed dead, for they
"sleep in ( or through) Jesus" ( 1 Thess. 4. 14) ;
and with His Coming again, "This same Jesus
shall so come,, (Acts 1. 11).

Not only these, but many others, and here 
where the God-given Name is stated it is declared 
to be the one honoured Name in Heaven, earth, 
and Hell-"that at the Name of JESUS every knee 
shall bow, in Heaven, and on earth, and under 
the earth

,, 
(Phil. 2. 10). 

In contrast, and to see how carefully the Holy 
Spirit indited the Scriptures, read Col. 1. 20. 
"Having made peace through the Blood of His 
Cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself ... 
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whether things in earth or things in Heaven." 
There is no "under the earth, " or in Hell here. 

When it is reconciliation it applies only to 
Heaven and earth, for there is no blood, no for­
giveness, no reconciliation, and no hope in Hell. 
"He that is filthy, let him be filthy still." 

When it is dominion or authority, "every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord" in 
Heaven, earth, and Hell. Solemn thought, that 
every human being-the atheist, the blasphemer, 
the bolshevist, the apostate, "every tongue" shall 
yet own the Lordship of the lowly and despised 
JESUS! Thank God for all who, through grace, 
have learned to own Him Saviour, Master, and 
Lord, now, and who will gladly crown Him Lord 
of all in the Day to come. 

II. A God-Given Guide.

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that 

the man of God may be perfect 11 (2 Tim. 3. 16). 
We prefer the Authorised, to the suspected 

Modernist translation of this verse in the Revised 
Version, which reads: "Every Scripture inspired 
of God is also profitable, 11 which might imply 
that some Scripture is not so "inspired. " 

God has given us a Guide Book, which, as this 
portion shows, is sufficient to guide from infancy 
to infinitude. Verse 15 says, "fron1 a child 
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(literally an inf ant) thou hast known the I-Ioly 
Scriptures." Verse 17 speaks of the man of God 
attaining "perfection" and being "iully furnished." 

This Guide Book proves itself to be God-given 
and God-inspired in a threefold way. 

1. It is the only book that CAN "BORN AGAIN"

PERSONS (1 Peter 1. 23). Cases can be cited 
where individuals who had no missionary or 
teacher, only the New Testament, have by read­
ing, been saved and blest. 

2. It is the MATCHLESS CLEANSER. No man can
read the God-given Book sincerely and keep on 
sinning. For a "young man" or an old man, it 
cleanses his ways (Psa. 119. 9; John 15. 3). 

3. It is the only Book that LEADS TO PERFEC­

TION. Think of the saintly names of the ages­
Bernard, Guyon, Rutherford, M'Cheyne, Bonar, 
Muller, Havergal-every one made "holy" by 
contact with the Word of God. 

It is the complete and only genuine Guide for 
every saint, all the way from earth to Heaven. 
It furnishes all the instruction he needs concerning 
his life in the family, the world, and the Church. 
It is a complete "inquire within" as to the doc­
trine of the Christian Faith, the constitution and 
government of the Church, the future of mankind, 
and the eternal state of all. Catechisms, creeds, 
confessions, the tomes and opinions of men, and 
all human-made documents must stand aside; 
the appeal must be ever and only to "What saith 
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the Scripture?" (Rom. 4. 3). May each reader 
whole-heartedly exclaim: '"Stablish Thy Word 
unto Thy servant" (Psa. 119. 38). 

III. A God-Given Title.

"And the disciples were called Christians first 
at Antioch" (Acts 11. 26). WM. LINCOLN, the 
able expositor of Beresford Chapel, London, 
contended that this could be read, "called of God 
Christians, 11 for it was a God-given title. Dr. 
YOUNG'S literal translation renders it, "divinely 
called;" 1 Peter 4. 16 certainly confirms it as a 
God-accepted title: "If any suffer as a Christian 
let him not be ashamed. 11 

Whether given by the Devil in derision, or as 
a Divine· title, it is certainly an honoured name, 
for it indicates that the disciples were so like 
Christ that they were called Christionoi, Christ­
ones or Christians. Would that this had applied 
throughout the ages. 

If all believers on the Lord Jesus had been 
satisfied with this God-given title of "Christian," 
and had eschewed all man-made titles, such 
as Anglican, Baptist, Congregational, Presby­
terian, Methodist, Moravian, Epi�copalian, 
Scientist, Adventist, and such like, how different 
things might have been to-day both in Church 
and world. 

There is not the slightest warrant in Scripture 
for any company calling itself after a Nation, ns 
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Church of England, or Scotland, or Ireland, of 
Canada, of China, or any other land. The earthly 
title indicates the earthly origin ; or after a method

of gathering, as Presbyterian, Congregational; 
after an ordinance, as Baptist. Why not have 
Breaking of Breadist ? And less still for calling 
themselves after a man, as Lutheran, Calvinist, 
W,esleyan, Morrisonian, or any other title. 

Called of God "Christians" was sufficient at 
first, should have been sufficient all along, and 
more than ever should be sufficient to-day. 
Refuse every man-made, God-dishonouring, and 
unscriptural title, and hold fast to the Christ­
exalting, God-honouring, and Scripture war­
ranted title of "Christian.,, 

IV. A God-Given Centre.

"And hath put all things under His feet, and 
gave Him to be the Head over all things to the 
Church, which is His body, the fulness of Him 
that filleth all in all" (Eph. 1. 22, 23). In Colos­
sians it is stated that "He is the Head of the 
Body" (chap. I. 18), and they are exhorted to 
"Let no man beguile you ... in not holding the 
Head" (chap. 2. 19). One Church, one Body, 
one Head. If you saw a man in the street with 
one body and 2, 3, or 5 heads you would consider 
him a monstrosity. Yet what must be said of the 
many heads claimed by the members of the "one 
Body." Some have a head in Rome, some in 
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Canterbury, some in London, some in New York 
or Boston, some in a synod, some in a legal 
hundred, some in an elderhood, some in a 
"General," and so on. Why should not all be 
satisfied to say, "Our Head is in Heaven" (see 
Eph. 6. 9). 

"THERE IS ONE Bony" (Eph. 4. 4), and there 
should never have been any more than "one," 
both visible and invisible. Alas, that man has 
made "bodies" many, "heads" many, and 
churches many. The Saviour prayed concerning 
His own, "I will that they all may be one" (John 
17. 21). Whereas the Enemy has peeled, scat­
tered, and divided the saints till to-day there are
over 300 leading denominations and numberless
smaller sects, parties, and divisions, most of
them having a recognised head, leader, or earthly
centre, instead of owning only the one Head in
Heaven (Eph. 5. 23).

After speaking on this line in a large meeting, 
a lady approached me and said: "Might I ask, to 
what Church do you belong?" I replied: "The 
same as St. Paul. " "Oh, 11 she said, and after �
pause, added: "And to what Church did he 
belong? " "The same as I do, 11 I replied, and 
then added the solemn staternent: "The only 
Church that anyone has any right to belong to­
the Church of the living God. 11 

There is nothing in Scripture to warrant 
membership in a stone and lime building called a 
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church; in a human combination of men and 
women calling themselves a church ; or in any 
human organisation, confederation, or association. 

The Bible speaks of "many members in one 
Body" (Rom. 12. 4), of "members one of another" 
{Rom. 12. 15), of "God set members in the 
Body" {I Cor. 12. 18); or "ye are the Body of 
Christ, and members in particular" (I Cor. 12. 
27); or "members of His Body" (Eph. 5. 30); but 
it nowhere speaks of any other membership. 

Someone may reply: "But there are no churches 
such as you indicate to-day, so we must associate 
with one sect or party or another." "Indeed I 
The truth is that there are not hundreds, but 
thousands of companies of Christians who own 
no Head but one, Christ in Glory; no creed or 
set of doctrines but one-"the Bible, the whole 
Bible, and nothing but the Bible;" no circle of 
fellowship but one, "the Church, which is 
His Body;" no authority but One, the Son 
of Man who still holds the seven stars in 
His hand, controlling and directing (Rev. 
1. 13), not having delegated one to any Pope,
Archbishop, Priest, Presbyter, Elder, or any
mere man; in fact, whose creed might be summed
up in three words-"CHRIST IS ALL" (Col. 3. 11).

Make inquiries and you will find such a com­
pany, then cease from all human, Modernist, or 
doubtful associations, and, like Paul, be '\vith 
them, coming in and going out" (Acts 9. 28). 
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V. A God-Given I-lope.

"God our Father hath loved us, and hath given 
us everlasting consolation and Goon HOPE 
through grace" (2 Thess. 2. 16). "Looking for 
that Blessed Hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" 
(Titus 2. 13). 

Anyone looking over the vista of the ages, at 
the world-field at large, the state of society in 
civilised and semi-civilised lands, the problems 
of politics leaving all kinds of politicians "at 
their wits' end, " the hopeless mixture of Church 
and world in the many-branched tree of Christen­
dom ; in fact, looking anywhere "under the sun, " 
is left without hope. 

Anyone th inking of the purpose of God, not to 
save the world, but "to take out of the Gentiles 
(nations) a people for His Name" (Acts 15. 14); 
accounting that what "He had promised, He was 
able to perform" (Rom. 5. 21); and remembering 
the Promise of the Master: "If I go, I will come 

again and receive you unto Myself" (John 14. 3), 
has a HOPE sure and certain anchored within 
the Veil. 

That Hope is that at any mome11,t He who 
bowed His holy head in death on Calvary, who 
was exalted to the right hand of the l\iajesty on 
high, may leave Heaven's Throne, descend into 
the clouds above London, Melbourne, New York, 
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Hong l{ong, and every other place, give a "shout" 
which will raise all the dead saints whether 
buried on land or in the sea ; speak with Arch­
angelic "Voice" (His own voice), and instantly 
change every living saint into His own image; 
then blow the "last trump "-the trump of the 
boatmen or the huntsmen-and catch away every 
true child of God, every one washed in the Blood 
of the Lamb, to "be for ever with the Lord" (see 
1 Cor. 15. 51-57; 1 Thess. 4. 14-17). 

That is the Hope held by many of the ablest 
"ministers of the Word" to-day of various schools; 
and by thousands, nay, millions, of intelligent 
Christian men and women of all parties and places. 
It is the only Hope set forth in the Scriptures for 
the individual Christian, the bereaved family, 
the sorrow-stricken Church, and the sin-stricken 
world. The rightful Head of the Church is Coming 
to claim His own; the rightful Ruler of Israel is 
Coming to make the dry bones live and once more 
cleave bone to bone till they become "a very 
great army" (Ezek. 37. 1-10); the Rightful Ruler 
of earth is Returning to see all wrongs righted 
(James 5. 1-8); and make this desert world 
"blossom as the rose" (Isa. 35. 1). 

With such a Hope shining in our hearts, we 
close our paper in the closing words of Holy Writ: 
"He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I 
come quickly," and may each heart reply, "Even 
so, COME, LORD JESUS. II 
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Living Witnesses to the 

Lord's Coming. 

I
N the New Testament God has given us two

real living specimens of waiters for their 
coming Lord (Luke 2. 25-32; 36-38). A man­
SIMEON; a woman-ANNA, telling us of male 
and female watchers for the Coming. Their 
names indicate the class of people waiting for 
the Coming then, and those who are waiting for 
His Coming to-day. 

SIMEON means "hearing with alacrity." Are 
these not the very Christians who are interested 
in the Coming to-day? Those who have "gladly 
received His Word," and who, in reading the 
Scriptures, say: "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth" (l Sam. 3. 9). However men may 
deride the thought of Christ coming back to earth, 
these Christians accept the plain statements 
of the Lord: "I will come again" (John 14. 3), 
and of His Word : "This same Jesus shall come" 
(Acts 1. 11). 

ANNA, or Hannah, means "grace" or 
"gracious." And is it not "sinners saved by 
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grace, " turned from idols, who are "waiting 
for His Son from Heaven" (1 Tbess. 1. 10)? 
Note how interesting the details. Anna "was 
the daugb ter of PHANUEL, which means "the 
face of God." Is it not the fathers and mothers 
who often see "the face of God" in prayer, who 
see their sons and daughters "sinners saved by 
grace?" Further, she was of "the tribe of AsER 
or A.sher." That is the tribe I belong to, and 
I hope it is the tribe you belong to, for Asher 
means "happy. " It is the happy tribe, and the 
believers who are truly waiting for the Coming 
of the Lord are the happiest people on earth, 
for their eyes have been turned from everything 
under the Sun to the Man at God's Right H�d, 
whom they are looking for to "appear without 
sin unto Salvation" (Heb. 9. 28). 

Before we look at the seven marks which the 
Holy Ghost bas given concerning these two 
Living Witnesses, let me point out the twofold 
aspect of the first Coming. In Luke 2 the Lord 
comes personally, privately, to the few in the 
midst of a great remnant, to the lowly and the 
looking ones. In Luke 19 there is a more public 
manifestation, and the cry goes forth, "Blessed 
be the King that Cometh in the Nam..,e of the 
Lord" (v. 38). Not two Comings, but two 
aspects of one Coming. So in the second Advent. 
He shall come first to His own, secretly, quietly, 
quickly; not to the world, but to the saved, 
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"who believe that Jesus died and rose again" 
(1 Thess. 4. 14); then He will come with His 
Own, to the earth, "in power and great glory" 
(
l

\fatt. 24. 30). Distinguish these two aspects
of the Second Coming, and you will find many
portions of Scripture made clear and plain.

Now let us look at the 

SEVEN MARKS OF A LIVING WITNESS, 

which I am not making, but taking from the 
Scriptures. 

SIMEON has 4 marks. The first is not anything 
great, or showy, or sensational. 

MARK I.-A Just Man. 

"The same was JUST" (v. 25). Not only was 
he justified, he was "just." A manward aspect. 
He was known as true, honest, just, faithful, 
everything which a Christian ought to be. His 
word was as good as his bond. His practice 
was equal to his profession. He carried out 
in the home, in business in the City, the things 
which he most surely believes. He believed in 
God, and people believed in him. 

Alas I how many of us fail in this simply 
elementary piece of Christian evidence. We 
are too like a brother of whom I heard. In a 
meeting he was boasting of being redeemed, 
head-redeemed, hand-redeemed, feet-redeemed, 
and so on, then stamping on the platforn1, he 

I 
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exclaimed, "I'm standing on redemption ground." 
"No, you 're not,

,, 
said a voice from the audience. 

"You 're standing in a pair of boots you haven't 
paid for. " Let every one who talks about 
expecting the Lord see first and foremost that 
his actions are "JUST. ,,

MARK II .-A Devout Man. 

"The same man was just and DEVOUT" (v. 25). 
Just to men, devout to God. The good old 
English word, often used with scorn, was true 
of Simeon. He was "pious," sincere, devout. 
Long before the exhortation of Philippians 
1. 10: "That ye may be sincere and without offence
till the day of Christ" was given, it was practised
in the daily life of Simeon.

It is said that the English word "sincere" 
is derived from two words used in connection 
with buildings in Rome. At times when there 
were cracks or flaws in the marble, dishonest 
builders filled up the cracks with wax, which 
was all right till a few sunny days disclosed 
the deception. Hence in contracts it became 
customary to insert the words "sine ceres, " 
without wax. No sham, no shoddy, trans­
parent, sincere, devout in the Presence of God. 
What else could any one be who was momen­
tarily expecting the Return of his Lord? And 
who remembered that "every one of us must give 
account of himself to God" (Rom. 14. 12). 
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MARK III .-Patiently Waiting. 

"The same man was . . . w AITING for the 
consolation of Israel" (v. 25). It had been 
revealed to him that he should not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ (v. 26). 
Whether that sight was to be morning, noon, 
or night; whether it was this year, next year, or 
years hence, the aged veteran in full assurance 
of faith had only one thing to do, "be•waiting.,, 
Others might calculate, fix dates, talk about 
signs, and mislead many. Simeon chose to 
"wait. 

,, 
The exhortation of James 5. 7: "Be 

patient, therefore, brethren, unto the Coming 
of the Lord, ,, was exemplified before it was 
written, in this venerable Hebrew patriarch. 

"Christ is coming. 
,, 

How we know, when we 
know not; our only business is to keep "waiting 
for His Coming. ,

, 

MARK IV .-A Spirit-Filled Man. 

"And the Holy Ghost was upon him" (v. 25). 
The man who was just to man, devout to God, 
patient in waiting, was the one who was filled 
with the Spirit. Therein lies the secret of his 
correct dealing with God and man. Because 
the theme of the baptism, filling, or enduing 
with the Holy Spirit has been abused by many 
and travestied by others, many neglect the 
subject altogether, and seldom if ever give it 
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a thought. But let us not forget, there is very 
n1uch in Scripture concerning the I-Ioly Spirit, 
as befits one of the Persons in the glorious Trinity. 

There is Tim BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT. "By 
one Spirit are we all baptised into one Body" 
(1 Cor. 12. 13). That occurs the mornent of 
conversion, and is never repeated. To speak 
of a repeated baptism of the Spirit is unscrip­
tural. The words in Acts 19. 2: "Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost since ye believe ? " of ten 
used to prove more baptisn1s than one, rig�tly 
read in the R. v.: "Did ye receive the Holy 
Ghost wlien ye believed ? " 

There is also THE FILLING OF THE SPIRIT. 
"They were all filled with the Holy Ghost" (Acts 
2. 4; 4.31). Peter, Acts 4. 8; John , Luke 1. 41;
Elizabeth, v. 41; Zacharias, v. 67; Stephen,
Acts 6.5; Paul, Acts 13. 9; and the disciples,
Acts 13. 52, are all spoken of as being "filled
with the Holy Ghost." The exhortation is not
to be baptised, but to be filled with the Spirit
(Eph. 5. 18). Baptism can be only once, filling
a continuous act.

Dr. CHARLES INWOOD, the most e..xplicit 
exponent of what is known as "Keswick Teach­
ing,, in recent years, made this strong statement 
not long before his unexpected Home-call. 

"Let me ask you to remember that there is no 
such thing as a once-for-all fulness; it is a con­
tinuoits appropriation of a continuo·ies s11,pply 
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from Jesus Christ Himself-a moment by moment 
faith in a moment by moment Saviour, for a
moment by moment cleansing, and a moment by 
moment filling. As I trust Him He fills me; so 
long as I trust Him He fills me; the moment I 
begin to believe, that moment I begin to receive, 
and so long as I keep believing, praise the Lord l 
so long I keep receiving.

,, 

May each of us, walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, "
know more and more what it is to be "filled 
with the Spirit. ,,

We pass now to the woman, ANNA, of the 
"Happy 11 tribe, and note that she was 

MARK V.-A Consistent Woman.

"She DEPARTED NOT from the temple" (v. 
37). She had many good reasons- for retiring 
and handing on the work to others. "She was 
of great age," for she must have been about 
111 years old. Say she was married at 20, 
lived 7 years at least with her husband, "had 
been a widow even for 84 years" (R. v.). Yet 
she stuck to the work which God had given her. 

Doubtless then as now some of the younger 
sisters gave her the hint that it was time she was 
retiring; they could do the work so much quicker 
and better. Others made remarks about her age, 
her little failings, her persistency; yet instead 
of doing what so many do, take the huff and 
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retire, Anna counted she had received the call 
to the work, and the strength for the work, 
from God, and until He thought fit "she de­
parted not," but "served night and day." 

Notice that it is a negative mark, for God notes 
the negative as well as the positive. He records 
in His book what we "do not" as well as what 
we "do." The three Hebrew children, even 
faced with a burning, fiery furnace, said: "We 
will not .. . worship the Golden Image" (Dan. 
3. 18). And God writes it in His Book to their
eternal credit. The feeble believers in the
Church at Pergamos, "even where Satan's seat
was," had "not denied My faith" (Rev. 2. 13);
and some in Sardis had not defiled their garments
(3. 4); others in Philadelphia had "not denied
My Name" (v. 8); and the record stands to their
credit in the closing book of the Bible.

My brother, remember, your denials are often 
as much value to God as your assertions, and will 
be equally rewarded (Matt. 16. 24; Titus 2. 12). 
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast" 
-CONSISTENT (1 Cor. 15. 58). 

MARK VI. -Love's Service 

was another mark. "But SERVED GoD with fast­
ings and prayers" (v. 37). If the first womanly 
mark is negative, the second is distinctly positive. 
Whilst she did yeoman service for the saints, 
the motive power was "she served God." 
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"With Jastings and prayers." Not with feast­
ings and rejoicings. Is there not a danger to-day 
that in order to get numbers of saints together, 
there must be a feasting of some kind, singing, 
and rejoicing. Certainly there are few who 
come together "only for prayer," and fasting 
is a thing almost unknown in the Church of 
to-day. Probably if we had more. of the "waiting 
with fastings and prayers" we would have more 
of that for which so many long-revival; aye, 
and more of "the blessing which maketh rich." 

"NIGHT AND DAY" (v. 37). Not spasmodic, 
not when praised or patted on the back, not 
when well rewarded, not in times of special mis­
sions, but under the eye of God, through evil 
report and good report, in the limelight-day; and 
in the dim light-night; love continued its 
lowly and persistent service. "Always abounding." 

MARK VIL-She was Christ-Centred. 

"She ... gave thanks .. . unto the Lord, and 
SPAKE OF HIM to all them that looked for red�mp­
tion in Israel" (v. 38). Why did she speak of 
Him. Because her mind and heart were full of 
Him. She might, like her successors of to-day, 
have spoken of the home of Mrs. Abraham (the 
neighbour of her day); of the dress of Mrs. Isaac; 
of the sayings of Mrs. Jacob; or of the peculiarities 
the failings·, and other things of many another, 
but she spake of the only Person worth speaking 
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about, the One for whom she was looking, "the 
Lord's Christ" (Luke 2. 26). Oh, that our 
looking for the Lord might deliver us more and 
more from the world's "filthy conversation" 
(2 Peter 2. 7); draw us into the line of the saints' 
"chaste conversation" (1 Peter 3. 2) ; and like 
one of old enable us to "order our conversation 
aright" (Psa. 50. 23), so that, Anna-like, we 
may be found to "speak of Him." 

A Twofold Object. 

In closing, notice that SIMEON "waited for 

the consolation of Israel" (v. 25) ; whilst ANNA

spake to them "that looked for redemption in 
Israel" (38 m.). Are these not the two triumphs 
for which we wait, at the Coming of the Lord? 
Consolation for all the sorrows, the heartbumings, 
the weepings, the burdens of the way, "when 
Jesus comes." Redemption from sin, the grave, 
the Devil, our own wicked hearts, false 
brethren and all. Redemption for the whole 
being, "spirit and soul and body" (1 Thess. 
5. 20), the moment the Voice is heard and the
Trump of God sounds.

"And God has fixed the Happy Day, 
When the last tear shall dim our eyes; 

When He will wipe all tears away, 
And fill our hearts with glad surprise. 
To dwell with Him, to see His facd, 
And sing for ever of His grace. " 
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Loved Ones Gone Before. 

A Word of Comfort for the Bereaved. 

L 
!TILE is said in the Scriptures concerning

our loved ones who have gone before, but that 
little how precious. Eight words practically convey 
what is known concerning their eternal felicity. 

Where are They? 

"To depart and to be with Christ" (Phil. 1. 23). 
If no other words had ever been revealed than 
these two words, "with Christ," they would have 
been sufficient to tell us of peace, grace, glory, 
and all that we could possibly desire for any 
loved one. "In Thy Presence is fulness of joy, 
at Thy right hand there are pleasures for ever­
more" (Psa. 16. 11). 

The question, Where is Heaven? is one that is 
often discussed. Many and varied have been the 
suggestions as to the place, nature, and other 
matters. Scripture seems to make clear one 
thing-Heaven is where Christ is; and where 
Christ is is Heaven. The lines of the hymn put 
it most tersely, '"Tis Heaven where Jesus is, and 
nowhere else beside. " 

"With Christ" surely includes all that anyone 
need desire to know concerning the habitation 
of our loved ones gone before. 
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"11'ith Hini in the Holy Mount" (2 Peter 1. 18), 
was a scene which never faded from the memory 
of the Apostle Peter, nor of his colleagues-Moses, 
Elias, James, and John-in that Shekinah scene 
(Mark 8. 4). The Voice from the excellent Glory 
concerning the "beloved Son," once heard, could 
never again be forgotten. 

"With Him in Glory" (Col. 3. 4) shall "appear" 
all the Ransomed, when "they shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more .. .for the Lamb who 
is in the midst of the Throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living Fountains of water: 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes" (Rev. 7. 16, 17). 

How Do They Fare ? 

"To be with Christ, which is Jar better 11 (Phil.
1. 23). "Very far better" (R.v.), "Very much
better" (J. N .D. ), "Far the best" (Moffatt).
"Better" is given in Dr. Young's Concordance as
meaning "stronger, more powerful," and is the
same word translated "so much better than the
Angels" in Hebrews 1. 4.

The Prodigal went into "a far country" (same 
word, Luke 15. 13). The Christian on his Home­
call goes into a ''far, far better" condition, in a 
better Country. 

However loved, cared for, favoured with cir­
cumstances, and the good things of this life, by 
sovereign grace, the Christian in the life to come 
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is "Jar, far better." "Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love Him" (1 Cor. 2. 9). 

How Do They Feel? 

"We are willing to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord" (2 Cor. 5. 8). 
"At Home with the Lord" (R.v.); "Reside with 
the Lord" (Moffatt). "To be among one's own 
people, to be at Home 11 (Young). 

How many times have we wondered, days, 
weeks, or months after our loved ones have 
crossed the bourne, how they feel in their new 
abode, amongst so many to whom they are un­
known? As truly as they were "at home" amongst 
loved ones on earth; nay, more truly are they "at 
Home amongst their own People in Glory, where 

"Not one will be a stranger, 
Though never met before. " 

How are they Employed? 

"His servants shall serve Him, and they shall 
see His face" (Rev. 22. 3). "Serve and worship 
Him 11 (Moffatt). Dr. YouNG renders it, "serve 
publicly or reverentially. 1

1 It is the same word
that is used in Matthew 4. 10: "Him only shalt 
thou serve," and by Paul in Acts 27. 23: "vVhose 
I am and whom I serve. 11 

As happy and as hearty as the apostle served 
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the Lord He loved during the 30 strenuous years 
of his pilgrimage, so-yea, even more so-shall 
our loved ones Redeemed by precious Blood serve 
the Lord, whilst through endless years they gaze 
upon His face. 

The usual thought of sitting on thrones, wearing 
crowns of gold, clothed in white robes, and 
tuning harps is not the climax of the Servant. 
Not inanimate, but active service is depicted in 
the "following of the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth 11 (Rev. 14. 4) . "Know ye not that the 
Saints shall judge the world" (1 Cor. 6. 2). 

Our blessed Lord has not been inactive during 
the days of His absence, nor shall His own be 
inactive during the endless days of the enjoyment 
of His Presence. Everything pertaining to homeli­
ness, activity, and hope is suggested in the 
promise of God. "Behold, the Tabernacle of God 
is with man, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people, and He Himself will be 
with them, and be their God 11 (Rev. 21. 3).

What more glory or bliss could we wish our 
loved departed than to know that they are "WrrH 
CHRIST

11-"FAR BETTER"-"AT HoME 11-"SERY­
ING CHRIST." And, "Yet a very little while" 
{Heb. 10. 37, R.v.) and the Reunion Morning, in 
the Land where partings are unknown. "Amen, 
even so, come, Lord Jesus, " 
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Hitherto-Henceforth­

Hereafter 

STANDING at the Portals of the opening 
Year, the mind naturally takes a three­

fold look-A survey of the months, or years, or 
parts of a century of the Christian life now past;
a look around at the events of the year just closed 
and at things present; a glance into the future,
at the months or years which may elapse before 
our exodus to be "with Christ, 11 and what will 
follow when He Comes to take us to be with 
Himself for ever. 

In our survey three striking scenes, linked with 
three great words, rise clearly before our eyes. 
Viewing the past, as in First Samuel, chapter 7, 
we can say with Israel of old, 

"HITHERTO-the Lord. " 

In Scene I, then, as now, the people were 
WEARY (v. 20). "How long" was the cry, for it 
was twenty years since the Ark had been taken. 
The Visible Presence of God was no longer with 
them, and "all Israel lamented after the Lord. " 
How many saints to-day are inclined to say, 
"My Lord delayeth His Coming I" 

They had sadly ''DEPARTED FROM THE LORD" 
(v. 3), in that strange gods, Baalim and Ash-
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taroth, were set up in their midst. Have we not 
all to admit "departure" in heart or in ways 
to-day? 

DIFFICULTIES abounded. Within the cry was, 
"Give us a king" (chap. 8. 6). Make us like the 
nations around. Let us have something visible 
and great for our eyes to feast upon. Without

"the Philistines had gathered together" (v. 7) 
against them in such hosts that Israel "was 
afraid. " It looked as though they were to be 
blotted out, until the Lord "thtµidered with 
a great thunder" (v. 10), and that changed 
things. 

Then "Samuel took a sucking lamb" (v. 9). 
THE LITTLE LAMB WAS THE CENTRE. That meant 
de1iverance, and safety, and gladness. So to-day 
"the little Lamb" (Rev. 5. 6, twenty-eight times 
so rendered) is the centre of the Church on earth 
and in Glory, and is their hope, and joy, and 
glory. 

Yet in weariness of heart, with dangers great 
without and difficulties abounding within, by the 
blood and power of "the Lamb" in the midst, 
they were enabled to say, "HITHERTO-­
THE LORD.,,

And notice where they said it, "between 
l\Iizpah and Shen" (v. 12). Shen means the 
Crag; and Mizpah, the Watchtower. So we to­
day, betw�en the rugged Cross on the Crag of 
Calvary and the moment of hearing from the 
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Watchtower the Cry, "Behold, He Cometh," 
can say, in spite of difficulties, trials, adversaries, 
and the hosts of Hell and earth against us­
"HITHERTO-THE LORD HATH HELPED US." 

"HENCEFORTH-the Crown." 

The Second Scene is a prison in Rome, where 
the Chief Apostle lies waiting his execution. The 
one so like his Master in life, is also like Him in 
death. As a poet has said concerning this noble 
Warrior of the Cross: 

"Lo, at last, a Roman dungeon 
And a felon's chain, 

Suffering, care, and broken friendships, 
All his present gain. " 

Thirty years of ardent WARFARE lay behind him, 
during which he had been "in labours more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
more frequent, in deaths oft" (2 Cor. 11. 23). 
Yet he could say, "I have fought a good fight. " 
Gripping the blade of truth that day the Lord 
met him on the Damascus road, he had used it 
valiantly during all these years as "a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. 2. 3). 

The COURSE had at times been tortuous"'. 
Listen to his list: "In perils of waters, in perils 
by robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, 
in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in

perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren" (2 Cor. 11. 26). 
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Yel he persisted steadily. No short cuts round 
the course, no taking it easy, no dodging, no 
retiring; a steady, straight run to the end, 
enabling hin1 to say, "I have finished my 
course." 

The FAITH, which even he at one time sought 
to "destroy" (Gal. 1. 23), had by some been 
denied (I Tim. 5. 8; Rev. 2. 13), by others 
resisted (2 Tim. 3. 8), by others made shipwreck of 
(1 Tim. 1. 19), whilst others had become "repro­
bates" concerning it (2 Tim. 3. 8). Multitudes 
had "turned away their ears from the truth, and 
had turned unto fables," yet looking back on 
numerous wrecks on the shores of time, he could 
say, "I have kept the Faith." 

Even at that moment he solemnly added, "I 
am now ready to be offered "-to be an oblation 
or a sacrifice-the tramp of the executioners' men 
is just about to sound in his ears, his days on 
earth are few, his end is certain. 

Yet, looking back o'er the thirty years of 
hardships and toil, looking around at the 
days darkening, and looking for the moment 
of "departure" so near at hand, hear his 
exultant cry, "HENCEFORTH-THE CROWN!"

(2 Tim. 4. 7). 
And note how he who had been the narrow­

minded Pharisee (Acts 26. 5) is now the large­
hearted Christian as he adds, "and not to me 
only, but unto all them that love His appearing" 
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(v. 8), "them that are Christ's at His Coming" 
(1 Cor. 15. 23). The basis grace from first to last. 

"HEREAFTER-Full Knowledge." 

The Third Scene is one beloved by all. The 
Master is gathered with His own loved disciples 
at supper. The multitudes are outside, His own 
People, to whom He came, have rejected Him. 
I{e is "about to depart out of this world unto the 
Father" (v. I), hence He speaks words of comfort 
and cheer to the few who shall soon rea.lise the 
enmity of the wor Id. 

During the feet-washing, in reply to the 
objection raised by Simon Peter, He utters the 
wonderful words, "WHAT I DO THOU KNOWEST

NOT NOW; BUT THOU SHALT KNOW HEREAFTER,, 

(John 13. 7). Primarily the word "hereafter" 
may be local, as some translations have it "after 
wards, " and may apply to the know ledge that 
Peter would acquire as he sought to "follow in 
His steps ; " yet the word doubtless has a deeper 
and a wider significance. 

How many things we know not now-Why 
He set His heart upon us? Why He "called" 
us? Why the Church has been so rent and storm­
tossed? Why missionary effort has been so slow? 
Why the good suffer and of ten the wicked go free? 
Why ioved ones are called away? Why the 
monster death strides world-wide through the 
centuries ? Nay, a thousand "Whys" echo "thou 

K 
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knowest not now," and re-echo "thou shalt know 
HEREAFTER. "

What we shall Know ''Hereafter.'' 

Among the many things to which we shall 
attain "full knowledge," 

We shall know Gon. 'Tis eternal life to know 
Him now (John 17. 3), and, like Paul, we aspire 
to be "increasing in the knowledge of God" 
(Col. 1. 10); but only in the Glory Land shall we 
in the fullest sense know "the only True God" 
(John 17. 3). Then also "the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea

,
. (Isa. 11. 9). 

We shall know CHRIST. Blessed be every 
one who can say with the Chief of Sinners­
"! know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have com­
mitted unto Him against that Day" (2 Tim .. 1. 12), 
and who like Peter has made the bold confession, 
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God" (John 6. 69). May the deepening desire 
in the hearts of all such be, "That I may 
know Him, and the power of His Resurrection" 
(Phil. 3. 10). 

Indeed the knowledge of Christ should, and 
will, continue to expand "until we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ" (Eph.4.13). 
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When we "see Him as He is" {1 John 3. 2), as

He lays His hand upon us, shall the scar marks 
of Calvary not help us to know more of Him who 
"was dead," and the perfection of our minds 
not enable us to know Him who "is alive" and 
"alive for evermore" (Rev. 1. 17). John the 
beloved knew Him thus, shall not all the beloved 
have that endless vision of the Glorified One? 

Shall we Know one another? 

We shall know EACH OTHER. How often is the 
question asked, "Shall we know our loved ones 
in Heaven?" David expected to see and know 
his loved babe on the other side (2 Sam. 12. 33). 
Though Jacob thought Joseph was dead, he spake 
about going to him in the spirit world (Gen.37 .35). 
Hundreds of years after their decease, Peter, 
James, and John needed no introduction to 
Moses and Elias on the Holy Mount (Matt. 17. 4). 
The dying thief was surely meant to see and 
know Him whom he called "Lord" (Luke 23. 43), 
and shall not each sinner saved by grar,e equally 
know Him and the loved who have. gone before? 

Not of every one who has gone, but of every 
one who has truly "believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Acts 16. 31) can we assert reunion and 
bliss. Only the saved can use these words, "Now 
we see through a glass darkly; but then face to

face; now I know in part; but then shall I know

evenasatso Jam known" (l Cor. 13. 13). 
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When we get the Key. 

When Joseph reached the Throne, and looked 
back upon the chequered course through which 
he had attained thereto-the dry pit, the wicked 
wife of Potiphar, the forgetful companions of the 
prison, the why and the wherefore was given 
him from the Lord, and he declared to his eleven 
wicked brethren, "Now therefore be not grieved, 
nor angry .. .for God did send me before you to 
preserve life" (Gen. 45. 5). No pit, no twenty 
pieces of silver, no prison would have meant a 
father, a family, and probably a nation dying 
with starvation-but God meant salvation. 

So when we stand on the Golden Strand and 
look back o'er life's chequered course, and 
remember the disappointments, trials, disasters, 
tragedies, and even death itself, having "full 
knowledge" of the purpose and ways of our God, 
shall we not with hearts o' erflowing with adora­
tion at the realisation of "the depths of the riches 
both of the wisdom and know ledge of God

,, 

(Rom. 11. 33) exclaim, "He hath done all things 
wel1 11 (Mark 7. 37). 

Meanwhile, as we set out upon the unfried 
path of another year, let our prayer be--

"Great Shepherd I firmly grasp my hand 
And lead me while I go, 

For Thou hast said Thy purpose grand, 
Which yet I do not understand, 

HEREAFTER I shall know. " 
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The Unchangeable. 

THE embers of the evening fire were 
burning low. I sat musing o'er the 

flight of Time. The mark of change and 
decay seemed to be stamped on everything. 
l{ings and empires rise and fall. Wealth 
taketh to ·herself wings and flieth away. 
Earthly friends do fade and leave us. 

Lord Tennyson, the poet laureate, could 
think of nothing more permanent in the 
whole earth than the babbling brook, of 
which he sings : 

" Till last by Philip's farm I flow, 
To join the brimming river; 

For men may come, and men may go, 
But I go on for ever.'' 

Look around to-day on the wide, wide 
world and behold the unrest, the anxiety, 
the change-international, national, ecclesi­
astical, commercial, industrial, domestic, 
and personal. 

What an empha�is to the contrasts of 
Hebrews 1. 11, 12: 
They shall perish, .. bitt .. Thou rema_inest. 
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They all shall wax } { Thou art the old, but same, and They shall be Thy years shall changed ; not fail. The weary changeable sea of the seen and temporal dashing against the serene and changeless cliffs of the unseen and eternal. Let us turn to seven out of the many "unchangeables" in God's blessed Word. 
I. An Unchangeable God.''For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not con­sumed" (Mal. 3. 6) . The days were dark at the close of the reign of Law, almost as dark as they will be at the close of the reign of Grace. High­handed heresy and cold-hearted orthodoxy abounded, yet mid the changing nations, ways, and time, the unchangeable Jehovah attracts the eye, and draws the heart of the faithful remnant to Himself, to the Book of remembrance, and to the day of recompense. Notice the precious link-Jehovah with Jacob. Had it been ''ye sons of Abraham,'' the "faithful" (Gal. 3. 9), we might have feared to claim the promise on account of our unfaithfulness ; had it been '' ye sons of Isaac," the obedient, we might have felt 
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our failures in obedience; but with "ye 
sons of Jacob" we link the promise, "Fear 
not, thou worm Jacob" (Isa. 41. 14), and 
think of his character-'' supplanter;'' and 
with ten thousand changes and failings, 
within and around, we look up to 
the unchanging Jehovah, and confidently 
exclaim, ' ' I will trust , and not be 
afraid" (Isa. 12. 2) . 

Mid days of declension let us "hold 
fast'' to the unchangeable character of 
our God as: 

1 . CREATOR. '' God that made . the 
worlds" (Heb. 1. 2), "so God created 
man" (Gen. 1. 27), discarding the popular 
fallacy of evolution through protoplasm, 
tadpoles, frogs, mammals, monkeys, men. 

At the meeting of the Royal Society in 
the year 1905 Dr. Darwin, a relative of 
Professor Darwin, the originator of the 
evolution theory, closed a memorable 
address with these words : ' 'After all, the 
Riddle of the Universe remains unread.'' 

The accumulated wisdom of the society 
of the wisest of men failed to solve what the 
humblest believer understands. ''Through 
faith we understand that the wor Ids were 
framed by the Word of God' ' (Heb. 11 . 3) . 
No more simple, sensible, yet sublime 
creation idea than that of Genesis 1. 1 : 
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"In the beginning God created." God 
spake-wor Ids were. 

2. REDEEMER. ' 'God so loved the world' '
(John 3. 16) , ' 'God was manifest in the 
flesh" (1 Tim. 3. 16), discarding the 
modern bloodless theories of the Father­
hood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. 

3. JUDGE. "Goq. shall judge the secrets
of men'' (Rom. 2. 16). ''Every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God'' 
(Rom. 14. 12), discarding the lawless 
spirit of the age which repudiates respon­
sibility in family, national, and spiritual 
spheres, and places human reason on the 
throne of judgment. 

With a clear discernment of the times 
we look away from the turbulent ·sea of 
earth to the heavenly hills, and with 
adoring hearts exclaim, ''Thy throne, 
0 God, is for ever and ever'' (Psa. 45. 6) . 

II. An Unchangeable Saviour.

"Jes us Christ, the same yesterday, and 
to-.day, and for ever" (Heb. 13. 8). 

The Lord Jesus Christ shining in the first 
verse of the Bible ( '' Gon'' Elohim, the 
Hebrew plural, not implying two, but 
three or more, and occurring over three 
thousand times in the Scriptures) and over­
shadowing with His ''grace' ' the closing 
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verse of the sacred Word. ' 'The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all'' 
(Rev. 22. 21). 

Had any man been writing the Bible 
he would have been content with "yester­
day, to-day, and to-1norrow, '' but the 
divine Author ascribes unchangeableness 
to His beloved Son, and to all united to 
Him by faith, and links yesterday and 
to-day with ''for ever.'' 

Linked with this unchangeable Person is 
the promise, ' 'He hath said, I will never, 
never, never leave thee, nor forsake thee'' 
(v. 5). Some take the threefold never (for 
such is the force of the word) as indicating 
the never of the Father, the never of the 
Son, and the never of the Spirit. Precious 
and true as this is it seems to refer primarily 
to those to whom it was given, "for H� 
hath said.'' To whom did He say it? 

1. To JACOB ON A STONE. "And, behold,
I am with thee, and wi 11 keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, and will bring 
thee again into this land; for I will not

leave thee, until I have done that which T 
have spoken to thee of" (Gen. 28. 15). A 
friendless, homeless, bedless stranger , with 
a stone for his pillow, yet he was not god­
less, for when every earthly friend had 
failed, all human hopes had perished, and 
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darkness and gloom was his portion, God 
promised, ' 'I will not leave thee. ' ' 

2. To MOSES ON HIS DEATHBED, to pass
on to Joshua, who was to lead the children 
into the land: ''Be strong and of a good 
courage , fear not , nor be afraid of them ; 
for the Lord thy God, He it is that doth go 
with thee; He will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee" (Gen. 31. 6). To the aged patriarch 
the weary desert journey lay behind; to 
the young commander bitter battles with 
thirty-three kings lay before; to both the 
joy and stay was, ' 'God is faithful. '' 

3. To DAVID ON THE THRONE. "And
David said to Solomon his son, Be strong 
and of good courage, and do it ; fear not, 
nor be dismayed; for the Lord God, even 
my God, will be with thee, He will not fail 
thee, nor for sake thee, until thou hast 
finished all the work for the service of the 
house of the Lord" (1 Chron. 28. 20). All 
his sinnings past, his wanderings over, his 
enemies subdued, David sits firmly on the 
throne of Israel ; his son, who is to be known 
as ''Solomon in all his glory, '' is to succeed 
him. Yet for the father putting off the 
crown or the son putting it on there is one 
rock of hope : ''Mv GoD-He will not fail. '' 

Hence you and I may boldly say, whether 
we spend our future sleeping on a stone or 
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sitting on a throne: ''The Lord is my 
Helper, and I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me' ' ( v. 6) . And should 
the last enemy, death, lay his cold hand 
upon us we can, like David, transpose this 
promise into song, and say: ''Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death I will fear no evil, for 
Thou art with me

,, 
(Psa. 22. 4). 

Blessed, unchangeable Saviour, yester­
day, as the Spotless Sacrifice, He bare our 
sins in His own body on the tree (1 Peter 
2. 14); to-day, as the Great High Priest,
He bears our sorrows on the throne ; to­
morrow, as the Coming King, He will bear
ourselves-spirit, soul, and body-to be
for ever with Himself ( 1 Thess. 4. 17).

III. An Unchangeable Holy Spirit ..

"Jesus saith, .. Yet a little while, and 
the world seeth Me no more ; .. I will not 
leave you comfortless ( or orphans) ; .. I will 
pray the Father, and He shall give you 
another Comforter, that He may abide 
with you for ever" (John 14. 9-20). 

What a precious promise !-''Another 
Comforter. ' ' 

''ANOTHER,'' indicating that whatever 
the Master Himself had been in the days 
of His flesh-Guide, Comforter, Sustainer, 
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Ruler, Friend-such the Holy Spirit is to 
be to every true disciple during the days 
of His absence. 

''COMFORTER' '-Paraclete, Agent., or 
Advocate. Indicating that the "little 
flock

,, 
would continue to be ''as sheep 

in the midst of wolyes" (Matt. 10. 16), 
"pilgrims and strangers

,, 
( 1 Peter 2. 11) , 

having "here no continuing city". (Heb. 
13. 14), and ever needing a Comforter to
whisper all through the desert drear,
''Fear not ; '' an agent to ''help infirmities''
and to ''make intercession'' (Rom. 8.
26, 27).

Thank God, such a One we have in the 
Holy Spirit, who though often grieved 
(Eph. 4. 30), or quenched (1 Thess. 5. 19)., 
yet never ceases to abide with every 
genuine believer, for the Master promised, 
''He shall abide with you for ever, '' and 
every believer is sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise (Eph. 1. 13) . 

How He has made known "the God of 
all comfort'' (2 Cor. 1 . 3) in the hearts of 
the distressed only those who have passed 
through Baca 's valley can confirm. Re­
cently I sought to comfort a brother who 
had Jost a son and then a daughter. Not 
knowing quite how to begin, I was stumb­
ling on, when he said, ''Look here, my 
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brother, I would not have missed passing 
through what I have passed through for 
all the world. In the darkest hour, when 
the second one lay still in death, God the 
Holy Spirit flooded my soul with a com­
fort which I cannot express. '' Two strong 
men, as we were, we could only weep 
together and praise God for ''another 
Com£ orter, ' ' unfailing, unchanging, and 
abiding for ever. 

Meanwhile let us redeem the time by 
joining in the closing cry of the Spirit and 
the Bride to those who know not '' another 
Comforter. '' ''The Spirit and the Bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst, Come ; 
and whosoever will, let him take the Water 
of Life freely" (Rev. 22. 17). 

IV. An Unchangeable Word.

' 'The grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away; but the ,vord c,f the 
Lord endureth for ever'' ( 1 Peter 1 . 24, 25) . 

''The Divine Library,'' as Jerome rightly 
ca1led the Bible, is unchangeable in its 
claim to supremacy as to its inspired whole 
(2 Tim. 3. 16)-writers (2 Peter 1. 21), 
words (2 Peter 3. 2), letters (Gal. 3. 16), 
and minutest detail (Matt. 5. 18). Un­
changeable in its power for regeneration 
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(I Peter 1. 23), growth (1 Peter 2. 2), 
cleansing (John 15. 3), establishing (Acts 
20. 32), and perfecting (2Tim. 3. 16). It
is a complete guide from childhood to
perfection (2 Tim. 3. 16).

As wa:; said concerning Herod and the 
Christ, "For they are dead which sought 
the young Child's life" (Matt. 2. 20), so 
it can be said concerning Payne, Boling­
broke, Mirabeau, Hume, Renan, Voltaire, 
Strauss; Mill, Bradlaugh, Ingersoll, and 
numerous others, "for they are dead which 
sought the destruction of the Word . ' ' 

It has been refuted, demolished, ex­
ploded, and overthrown, but, like David 
meeting bear, lion, giant , and overcoming 
all, it marches on its conquering career, and 
year by year increases in circulation, in­
fluence, and power, towering above all 
other volumes as the Book of books, "the 
Word of our God which shall stand for 
ever" (Isa. 40. 8). 

If tempted at any time to doubt the un­
changeable character of the Word of God 
let this one fact allay all fears. Since the 
Saviour died sixty generations of men and 
women, many of them heroes, martyrs, 
Covenanters, and the noblest and best of 
men, have pillowed their dying heads on 
the precepts and principles contained 
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therein, passed triumphantly through the 
valley of the shadow, and entered the land 
of fadeless day. 

Rather let us unite in the stirring parody 
by T. Baird, and say: 

•' I love it, I love it, who dare me rebuke, 
For loving, still loving, this Grand Old 

Book? 
I've treasured it long as an artful pri2.e, 
I've bedewed it with tears, 1 've embalmed 

it with sighs; 
'Tis bound by a thousand bands to my 

heart, 
Not a word will break, not a promise start. 
Would you know the spell? For a Saviour 

I look, 
And Him I have found, through the Grand 

Old Book.'' 

V. An Unchangeable Inheritance.

"Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inherit­
ance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away" (1 Peter 1. 3, 4). 

Like beginning, like ending . The child 
of wrath, begotten by an unchangeable 
God, reaches the goal of an unchangeable 
dwelling-place reserved for him. Incor­
ruptible by "moth" attacking the unused, 
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"for they rest from their labours" (Rev. 
14. 13). or by "rust" affecting the used
in the wear and tear, for ''His servants
shall serve Him'' (Rev. 22. 3); untouchable
by ''thieves,'' for all there ''steal no
more." Undefiled by sin, sinners, Satan,
and such-like, for "there shall in no wise
enter into it anything that defileth'' (Rev.
21. 27). Unfading in its bliss, for they
shall hunger no more, thirst no more, feel
the sirocco blasts of the desert drear no
more, sorrow no more, suffer no more,
weep no more, die no more , for ' 'God
Himself shall dwell with them, and be
their God" (Rev. 7. 16, 17; 21. 3, 4).

Thus even when the revolutions of earth 
cause us to join with Habakkuk, and say, 
"Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the 
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut 
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd 
in the stalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my· Salvation" 
(Hab. 3. 17, 18). ''Looking unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our faith, who, 
for the joy that was set before Him, endured 
the Cross, despising the shame, and is now 
set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God " (Heb. 12. 2), we can confidently 



The Unchangeable. 161

exclaim, "All may perish," but "Tnou 
REMAINEST . ., 

VI. The Unchangeab1e Throne.

''But unto the Son He saith, Thy 
throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever : a 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of 
Thy Kingdom'' (Heb. 1. 8). 

The first king so named in the Bible­
AMRAPHEL, king of Shinar, on which 
plain stood Babel's tower, and in whose 
land was founded Babylon's Empire­
was mixed up in rebellion, battle, and 
slaughter (Gen. 14. 1, 4, 17), and most 
of earthly kings have followed in his train. 

The first King of Israel-SAUL-had 
anything but a happy reign, and perished 
miserably on the battlefield. His succes­
sors had varied experiences, but most 
could have said, "Uneasy lies the head 
that wears a crown,'' and ''Uncertain is 
the throne where sits a king.'' 

In the history of the nations of the world 
what changes have been as "the potsherds 
of the earth" (Isa. 45. 9) have striven 
with each other . 

In 1 he brief pan covered by the lives 
of those living to-day what changes have 
taken place amongst the monarchs of earth, 
by death, suicide, murder, abdication, 
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revolution, or other causes. Nations which 
for centuries had remained firm in their 
allegiance to one form of government or 
one line of rulers, have suddenly a wakened 
from slumber, upset the throne, and changed 
the whole form of government. 

As the stream of time nears the great 
falls of the coming Crisis, thrones and 
rulers will be more surely caught in the 
whirlpool of democracy and satanic power. 
Of not one monarch on earth has it been 
said, or shall it be said, "Thy throne is 
for ever.'' 

"BuT UNTO THE SoN," the Babe laid in 
the manger, the Man tired at the well, the 
Saviour who hung on Golgotha's tree, the 
One "who loved me and gave Himself for 
me" (Gal. 2. 20), "He saith, Thy throne, 
0 God, is for ever and ever . ' ' He rules 
to-day in glory; He is Governor 
among the nations of earth (Psa. 22. 28) , 
although unseen to mortal eye ; He reigns 
in the hearts of millions of His subjects in 
all lands under Heaven ; He is coming in 
power and great glory. ' 'The Lord God 
shall give Him the throne of His father 
David" (Luke 1. 32) in the Jerusalem be­
low, and the throne of God and the Lamb 
shall be the centre of the Jerusalem above. 

Thrice happy the heart which in o.11 
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conditions and under all circumstances 
can truly sing: 

This Saviour is my Saviour, 
This Friend is my Friend , 
This King is my King, 

Henceforth and for evermore. 

VII. An Unchangeable Kingdom.

"Giving thanks unto the Father ... who 
hath delivered us from the power of dark­
ness, and hath translated u.c; into the 
Kingdom of His dear Son" (Col. 1. 12, 13). 

''For so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the Everlasting 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ" (2 Peter L 11). 

FAMILY LIFE was the primal mode, and 
probably the ideal in God's plan, for we 
read, ' 'He setteth the solitary in families'' 
(Psa. 68. 6), and Fatherly love and care 
is ever manifest in His dealings with the 
sons of men. 

COMMUNAL LIFE was introduced as the 
family increased and migrated from the 
land of bondage to the '' land flowing with 
milk and honey'' (Exod. 3. 8) . Had they 
been satisfied with the One who fed them 
with food convenient, gave them water 
out of the Rock of flint, led and protected 
them with pillar of cloud by day and pillar 
of fire by night, and was all in all to them, 
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this form of common weal might have 
remained in the world and in the Church 
as at the beginning (Acts 2. 44). Each 
working for the good of the whole, with 
God over all, blessed for evermore. 

NATIONAL LIFE followed, for we read, 
'' Afterwards they desired a king'' (Acts 
13. 21). Getting their eyes off the ''Unseen
and Eternal, ' ' and looking at the nations
surrounding them, the chosen nation said,
"Give us a king to judge us ..• like all the
nations" (1 Sam. 8. 5. 6).

God lets us into the secret of the change 
from the commune to the nation in His 
answer to their desire for a visible head. 
He says : ' '0 Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself, ... I gave thee a king in 1\fine anger, 
and took him away in My wrath" (Hosea 
13. 9-11).

The divine description of a Model I{ing
is given in Deuteronomy 17. 14-20. It 
need only be read and contrasted with the 
kings of Jew and Gentile, past or present, 
to see how imperfect have been all the 
rulers of the earth, and how hopeless to 
look for the Model I{ingdom among the 
kingdoms of men. 

But will the Ideal never be attained? 
Assuredly. Here let me suggest how near 
may be that attainment. 
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Look at I he divine 1 ist or Empires which 
you carry about with you in the series of 
maps at the back of the Bible. Therein 
arc depicted five nations of the past, 
each growing larger in area and longer in 
duration. They may be roughly memorised 
as follows: 

Three in the East. 

1. The Assyrian, capital Nineveh, last­
ing in its power about 50 years. 

2. The Babylonian, capital Babylon,
about 100 years. The head of gold. 

3. The Persian, capital, Shushan, about
200 years. The breast of silver. 

Three in the West. 

4. The Grecian, capital Athens, about
300 years. The trunk of brass. 

5. The Roman, capital Rome (after­
wards divided between Rome and Con­
stantinople) , about 400 years. Legs of iron.

6. The Ten Kingdoms shall yet arise.
Who they are, or will be, will be known at 
the time of federation, but even now "the 
United States of Europe'' are freely written 
about, and everything indicates their near 
approach. Their history will be brief 
in period, satanic in power, and tragic 1n 
passing away. Then shall come 
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The One Universal. 

7. The Everlasting Kingdom, fore­
shadowed by Solomon in 1 I{ings 4, de­
scribed in Zechariah 14, and fulfilled in 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The ''stone,, not made with hands shall 
break in pieces all the iron, brass, clay, 
silver, and gold kingdoms of earth, and 
Jehovah shall ''set up a kingdom which 
shall never be destroyed. 

, , 

This kingdom has two glorious marks 
borne by none of the others : 

The King is Eternal, . . 1 Tim. 1.17 
The Kingdom is Everlasting, 2 Peter I. 11 

Mid scenes where change and decay is 
stamped on all we- see, with the groans of 
creation swelling louder and louder in 
volume, and the whole wide world in 
turmoil. Well may our hearts cry: Lord, 
haste that happy day when He who had 
diadem of monarch, but of thorns , shall 
take the throne of David, His father

, 
and 

with many crowns on his fair brow: 

'' Jesus shall reign where' er the sun 
Doth his succes sive journey's run; 
His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more." 
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"At Eventide-Light!" 

"A ND it shall come to pass in that Day
that the light shall not be cJear, nor 

dark: but it shall be one Day ,which shall be 
known to the LORD, not day, nor night: 
but it shall come to pass, that at evening 
time it shall be light" (Zech. 14. 6, 7). 

A certain day (it is known to Jehovah), 
a day unique in its aspect of unbroken 
gloom till the late even, ending in the shin­
ing forth of a glorious light . Three things 
are apparent-the allotted day, the deepen­
ing darkness and gloom, the bursting forth 
of light at last. DA Y-EVENTIDE-LtGHT I 

To what Day does this refer? 
I. It is usually applied to

The Individual Eventide. 

If asked what individual is referred to in 
the Bible few could reply, for that is not 
the setting of the verse. Yet we make no 
objection to the application of the principle 
underlying the text to the eventide light 
which dawns upon many a sorely tried saint. 

JACOB-like they pass through their 
sorrows, and with broken heart can use 
equivalent language to "Joseph is lilOt,
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and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benja-
1nin away. All these things are against 
tne" (Gen. 42. 36). If asked to sum up 
their three score years and ten, or by 
reason of· strength their four score years, 
they would probably use Jacob's words: 
"Few and evil have the days of the years 
of my life been. I have not attained unto 
the days of the years of the life of my 
fathers" (Gen. 47. 9). 

Yet see how the eventide of gloom at the 
end of his 130 years of a crooked path 
breaks forth in light. Hear the aged 
pilgrim as he blesses the mightiest monarch 
in the world at that time (Gen. 47. 10); 

listen to his grand prophetic utterance 
concerning "the twelve tribes of Israel,, 
and "the last days" (Gen. 49); hearken to 
the triumphant note of praise of the dying 
patriarch : "And Israel said to Joseph, 
I had not thought to see thy face; and, lo, 
God hath showed me also thy seed" (Gen. 
48. 11) ; see the sons that "were not" and
the sons that had brought down his grey
hairs with sorrow in visible unity around
his dying bed ; behold how hope springs
eternal in his breast as he speaks of MAcH­

PELAH, which means "double doored," tell­
ing of entrance and exit, death and resw·­
rection; and finally commends his loved
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ones to the covenant-keeping God in the 
assuring words, "Behold I die; but God 
shall be with you, and bring you again 
unto the land of your fathers" (Gen. 48. 
27). Truly in this as in every other in­
dividual case where the heart turns to God, 
it can be said," AT EVENTIDE-LIGHT."

II . Others see in the promise a re­
ference to 

The Family Eventide, 

to which we make no demur, for it has 
thus been evident in many families all 
down the ages. 

Like the loved family at BETHANY

(John 11) , given to hospitality; the fra­
grance of the costly ointment of adoring 
worship ever fills heart and home (v. 2); 
service, even to being cumbered that the 
Master may have the best, is followed by 
sickness, sorrow, death, and weeping. 

Yet in the eventide of gloom the "two 
days" end, the Master appears, the 
majestic words, which have comforted 
countless families beyond Bethany, are 
uttered, "I am the Resurrection and the 
Life: he that believeth in Me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live" (v. 25), the 
loved brother "comes forth," and the 
glory of God is "seen" (v. 40). 



170 "At Eventide-Light!" 

Nay, more, the sorrow of chapter 11 is 
superseded by the supper of chapter 12, 
with the happy trio drinking anew with 
their Lord in the Home so loved by all. 

Had there not been the family eventide 
of sorrow we should never have had the 
threefold cord which has bound up many a 
broken heart: (1) A weeping Saviour, (2) 
a risen brother, (3) a reunited family. 
Truly in the family aspect it was "AT 
EVENTIDE-LIGHT." 

III. Once more we may apply the
principle to 

The National Eventide. 

Think of that lone man chosen of God "on 
the other side of the flood" (Joshua 24. 2), 
led, preserved, and multiplied, until a 
3,000,000 host marches out of Egypt, "re­
deemed by great power, and by a strong 
hand" (Neh. 1. 10), traverses the desert, 
crosses the Jordan, enters the Promised 
Land. Then think not only of the dark days 
of the Judges, of the time when God gives 
them a King in His anger, of David in the 
cave of Adullam, and of his numerous battles 
and towering sins remembered unto this 
day, but remember how the eventide of 
kingly gloom was followed by the light of 
"SOLOMON in all his glory" (Matt. 6. 29). 
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How much we dwell on David's dark 
days, how little on Solomon's bright 
reign, when there was "peace on all sides 
round about," when "every man sat under 
his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan 
to Beersheba," nay, when "they lacked 
nothing" (1 Kings 4. 24-27). Upon the 
gloom of the kingly period of Israel's 
history LIGHT burst forth AT EVENTIDE.

IV. This brings us to the Divine setting
of the Eventide promise. For the words 
appear in Zechariah, the Apocalypse of the 
Old Testament, the Prophet of the Restora­
tion, the meaning of his name being 
"Jehovah rem.embers , " and of Berachah, 
his father, the consequent result "Jehovah 
blesses.' ' The true setting distinctly 
relates to 

The World's Eventide. 

In chapter 13 we have the eventide of 
sorrow . "Sin, uncleanness, idolatry, and 
the unclean spirit" (vv. 1, 2) requiring 
"a fountain to be opened to the House of 
David "-the "fountain filled with Blood" 
of which we love to sing. 

The Jewish nation, brought face to face 
with the dark tragedy of Calvary, and the 
untold sufferings of the two millenniums 
during which that Blood has been upon 
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the1n and upon their children, exclaims, 
"vVhat are these wounds in thine hands ? " 
Hear the answer and ex:planation in the 
heart-cry •·of Jehovah of Hosts: "Awake, 
0 sword, against :My Shepherd and against 
the MAN that is MY FELLOW; smite the 
Shepherd and the sheep shall be scattered" 
(v. 7). "A Man-My Fellow-smitten " 
The mystery of the Atonement made clear 
to Israel at last, so clear that Jehovah 
cancels "Lo Ammi" (not My People) and 
says "MY PEOPLE," with the resultant 
response, "Jehovah, MY GOD" ( v. 9) . 

It shall be Light. 

In ch�pter 14 (the last chapter of the 
last prophetic book of the Old Testament) 
the long, dark eventide of the world's 
history is illumined with a radiant light 
at last. Solomon in all his glory, Israel in 
all her prosperity is as the candle to the 
sunlight compared with the "greater than 
Solomon" who "is here" manifest in 
power and great glory. 

Adore, my soul, thy Redeemer, as those 
beautiful feet, pierced on thy account, 
once more touch the slopes of Olivet, and 
living waters gush forth with unceasing 
flow ( v. 8) , causing even the deserts of 
earth to blossom as the rose. See the brow 
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that once with thorns was bound crowned 
with many crowns as Jehovah-Jesus is 
proclaimed KING OVER ALL THE EARTH. 

The day of creation when the morning 
stars sang together, or the day of incar­
nation when the Angelic Hosts heralded 
forth the glad message, "Peace on earth, 
goodwill to men," will be eclipsed a thou­
sandfold on the day of manifestation of 
''Jehovah, my God, and all the saints" 
(v. 5), when the Messiah-expecting Jews 
out of all the tribes of Israel, the blood­
washed Gentile multitude which no man 
can number out of all kindreds, arn:l tongues, 
and peoples, and nations, joined by every 
creature which is in Heaven, and on earth, 
and under the earth, re-echo the " Glory 
and goodwill" note in "Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
the LAMB for ever and ever'' (Rev. 5. 13). 

Thus to the individual heart bowed and 
broken; to the family whose ties have been 
rudely rent asunder; to the Nation, bleed­
ing, crushed, devastated; and especially 
to a wrecked and war-weary world, as oint­
ment poured forth, comes Jehovah's pro­
mise: "AT EVENTIDE-LIGHT." 



THE COMING OF 

THE LORD. 

WHEN Sir Wm. Herschell was scanning
the heavens with a more powerful 

telescope than he had hitherto used he 
saw for the first time the planet the 
Georgium Sidus (afterwards named 
Herschell). So great was the discovery 
that he almost fainted with surprise and 
gladness. 

Many Christians have discovered an 
even brighter star than Herschell-' 'THE 
BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR'' (Rev. 22. 16) 
-to their overwhelming joy and unbounded
stimulus in Christian Life and Service.
They have learned that the One who loved
them unto death, the One who was raised
after the power of an endless life, the One
who lingers in grace on the throne of Glory,
may descend into the air, raise all the
saved dead, change all the saved living,
and in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, all will be caught up together to be
for ever with the Lord .

Such is the Christian's Pole-star, called 
1 74 
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in Scripture ''that Blessed Hope'' {Titus 
2. 13).

In order to get a graspable idea of ''the
Coming of the Lord, ' ' especially for those 
young in the faith, we will look at this 
precious theme under four heads. 

I. THE REALITY.

So glorious the thought, so powerful 
the impress, that the question has natur­
ally arisen: Is it a simple romance or is 
it a spiritual reality? 

A subject which is mentioned 318 times 
in the 260 chapters of the New Testament, 
or once in every 25 verses, must be of im­
portance and have the plainest of proofs 
as to its confirmation from the Word of 
God. It is questionable if there is as 
strong a threefold cord of testimony on 
any other doctrine �s on the Promise of 
His Coming. We have 

Strand 1. The Saviour's Declaration.

One thousand years before His birth He 
said : ''Lo, I come' ' (Psa. 40. 7) . He kept 
that promise. Near the end of His earthly 
sojourn He said, "O Father, . . I come to 
Thee" {John 17. 11). He kept that pro­
mise; all Heaven welcomed Him Home. 
Just as He was about to leave His own I-Ie 
says, "If I go, I will come again" (John 



176 The Coming of the Lord. 

14. 3). One thing, and only one, must
take place before He comes. He must go.

The testimony of Paul at his conversion,
and myriads more who have been con­
verted; the testimony of Stephen at his
martyrdom, and myriads more who have
willingly laid down their lives; the testi­
mony of "the Faithful and True Witness"
in the final page of Holy Writ, the con­
tinuity of the Church in all �ands and all
ages declare with emphatic voice: ''He
is risen. " "If I go "-He has gone. ' 'I
will come' '-He is Coming. In the well­
known type Isaac was last seen on the
way to the altar (Gen. 22. 6); next it is
said, ''Isaac came to meet'' his bride
( Gen . 24 . 62 , 65) .

We know that ' 'Jesus is Coming' ' because 
He said -so . If there was not another 
sentence in the Bible, this would be 
sufficient. 

Strand 2. The Angelic Confirmation. 
No sooner has He gone than "two men 
stood by them in white apparel, which 
also said: This same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into Heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him go'' 
(Acts 1. 11). Direct from Headquarters, 
these special messengers revealed : 

(1) WHO IS COMING? "This same Jesus. ''
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Not another Jesus, not a mystic Jesus, but 
the same, who sat wearied at Sychar 's 
well, who lay asleep in the .fishing boat, 
who wept at the grave of Lazarus, and who 
groaned and died on Calvary. The same 
loving, sympathetic Jesus is coming. 

(2) How 1s HE COMING? "AS ye have
seen Him go. ' ' How did He go ? ' 'He led 
them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted 
up His hands to bless them. And while 

He blessed them He was parted from them 
and carried up to Heaven.'

, 
''SO shall He 

come.
, , 

The last sight which His own 
saw of their beloved Lord was with out­
stretched, nail-pierced hands of blessing. 
The next sight of His own will be ' 'that 
same Jesus, , 

, 
with pierced hands brimful 

of blessing, for "then shall every man 
have praise of God

,, 
(l Cor. 4. 5). 

We believe Jesus is Coming because 
God sent two special messengers direct 
from Glory to con.firm the fact . 

Strand 3. The Apostolic Revelation. 

One of the five special and direct revela­
tions ''received to hold'

, 
by the Apostle 

Paul gives special details concerning the 
Personal Coming of our Lord: ''For this 
we say unto you by the Word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive, and remain unto 
the Coming of the Lord, shall not prevent 

M 
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(or go before) them which are asleep. For 
the Lord H irnself shall descend from Heaven 
with a shout, with the Voice of the 
Archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first : 
then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds , to meet the Lord in the air : and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord" (I Thess. 
4. 15-17). Here we have made clear and
plain by special Revelation:

(1) THE PERSON who is Coming-' 'The
Lord Himself. ' ' Not an angel, an arch­
angel, or a seraphim, but ''Himself. '' 
A person, not a city (Jerusalem) or a land 
(Palestine) as the Jew looks for. A person, 

not an event, like the battle of Waterloo 
or the return of the J ews to the 
land of Palestine, as so many fix their 
minds on. A person, not ' 'death,'' as 
some assert. Death is dark, separating, 
and pertains to sin and judgment. The 
Coming is bright, uniting, apart from sin, 
and unto Salvation. Over 110,000 die 
daily. If death were the Coming, what 
then? Nay, ''we wait for His Son 
from Heaven, even Jesus ' ' ( 1 Thess . 
1. 10).

(2) THE PLACE from which He is coming
-''Heaven;'' to which He is coming-
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''the air;'' and to which He is takiQg His 
own-' 'Heaven.'' 

(3) THE PURPOSE of the Coming. To
gather ''together'' the children of God 
scattered abroad. 

{4) THE PLAN by which this will be 
accomplished. His mighty "shout" will 
raise all the ' 'dead in Christ' ' from the 
ancient catacomb

, 
the quiet graveyard, 

the lonely desert
, 

the rude battlefield bed, 
the deepest depths of ocean, or wherever a 
redeemed body may be found. His' 'Voice,'' 
as of Archangel, will assemble all the living 
in Christ out of all kindreds, peoples, and 
tongues. Then at the mighty blast of the 
"trump of God,, the hosts of the Ran-
somed shall march through the uplifted 
everlasting doors, and proclaim Him 
"King of Glory." 

(5) THE PERFECTION at His Coming.
"Caught up together,,, manifestly "one,,, 
He shall be able to say

, 
"None of them is 

lost,, (John 17. 12
, 

21). "And so shall we 
ever be with the Lord.'' 

II. THE RAPIDITY.

If any aspect of the Coming impresses 
itself upon the mind of the believer it is 
the instantaneous or extreme suddenness 
with which it will be accomplished. In 
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the great Resurrection chapter, 1 Corin­
thians 15. 51, 52, we have the Apostle 
exclaiming : ' 'BEHOLD, I show you a 
mystery : we shall not an sleep, but we 
shall all be changed. '' Then he gives a 
threefold simile of surprise. 

1. ''In a moment.'' Not a day, not
an hour ; not a minute, but a moment. 
Astronomers compute that it takes light 
eight seconds to travel the 92 million miles 
from the sun to the earth. Less than a 
''second' ' will be taken by the Ransomed. 

The Devil showed the Saviour ' 'all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time'' 
(Luke 4. 5). Jehovah will give Him all the 
Ransomed of the Ages '' in a moment.'' 

Lazarus was raised in a moment. Elijah 
was caught up in a moment. Pictures of 
how this corruptible will put on incor­
ruption, and this mortal put on immortality 
"in a moment," as we triumphantly ex­
claim, "O death, where is thy sting? 0 
grave, where is thy victory?" 

2. ''In the twinkling of ail eye . '' As

if to impress our minds an everyday ex­
pression is· used, indicating that as rapidly 
as the downward movement of the eye­
lash, so will be the descent of the Saviour; 
and as the upward moven1ent, so will be 
the ascent of the Saved. 
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Have you ever put your hand on your 
heart, and said: ''Marvellous grace, one 
throb will be in a body of flesh, liable to 
sin and subject to infirmity; the next will 
be in a body of glory, freed from sin, bear­
ing the image of the Heavenly?'' 

3. '' At the Last Trump.'' The figure
used is the third or last trump of the 
Roman army. Trump 1 sounded "Get 
ready.'' That has been sounding long and 
loud. ''Be ye also ready." Trump 2, 
"Fall into line." That is sounding more 
loudly to-day than ever. "Endure hard­
ness, " "endure afflictions" (2 Tim. 2. 3 ; 
4. 5). At tlie sound of Trump 3 every
Roman soldier went marching forward.
That may sound to-day, and every "good
soldier of Jesus Christ'' will march forward
to Victory, assured and eternal.

III. THE RESPONSIBILITY

It has been suggested that the theme is 
visionary and unpractical, but when re• 
viewed in the light of Scripture the truth 
of the Lord's Second Coming is seen to be 
pre-eminent in the New Testament as a 
motive force. Not even the Love of Christ, 
precious and stimulating as it is, is used 
as an incentive to the practice of 1nost Chris­
tian duties and graces to the same degree as 



182 The Coming of the Lord. 

the Imminent Hope of His Coming. It is 
connected with 

1. Steadfastness. ''Little children, 
abide in Hin1 ; that, when He shall appear, 
we may have confidence and not be ashamed 
before Him at His Coming'' (1 John 2. 18). 
Every true believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is in present possession of Ever­
lasting Life, and shall never come into 
Judgment for his sins. But he may so live 
that he may be "ashamed" at his lack of 
love, poverty of service, and little fruit 
when he appears before his Lord. Some 
may be "afraid," but many will be 
"ashamed." Hence the incentive to so 
''abide'' under the shadow of Calvary, 
knowing the power of His Resurrection, in 
a daily Emmaus walk with Him, that we 
may neither be ashamed nor afraid, but wel­
come the Master with joy ''at His Coming.'' 

2. Godliness. "What manner of per­
sons ought ye to be in-all holy conver:$ation 
and godliness, looking for and hasting unto 
the Coming of the day of God?" (2 Peter 
3. 11, 12). If we believe in "the Promise
of His Coming" (v .. 4); the destruction
of the old world by the Flood (v. 6) ; the
coming conflagration which shall burn up
the present world (v. 10) ; the doom of the
ungodly (v. 7); surely our conversation,
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1nanner of life, domestic and commercial 
activities, should be entirely unlike ''those 
who go down to the Pit.'' 

"Come to the theatre to-night," said a 
gentleman to a young Christian. "No," 
was the courteous reply, "the Lord may 
come to-night, and I do not wish Him to 
find me in a place where He would not be 
welcome.'' Lookers for '' new heavens 
and a new earth'' (v. 12) will seek to walk 
as strangers and pilgrims in the old earth, 
manifesting by a godly life that they are 
on the road to the land wherein ' 'dwelleth 
righteousness.'' 

"To be" is ever more important than 
"to say" or "to talk." The near approach 
of the Lord echoes, ''What manner of 
persons ought ye to BE'' in all holy con­
versation and vital g.odliness? 

3. Moderation. ''Let your moderation
be known unto all men. The Lord is at 
hand'' (Phil. 4. 5) . EXTRAVAGANCE is one 
of the outstanding marks of the last days. 
"Boasters, proud, blasphemous, fierce, 
heady, highminded-waxing worse and 
worse" (2 Tim. 3. 2-13), are some of the 
signs of the last days v-isible on every hand. 
MODERATION in habits, dress, speech, 
temper, and ways should ever mark the 
child of God . 
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No special uniform, costume, badge, 
button, or outward mark is ever hinted at 
in Scripture. The true inward ' 'ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price" ( I Peter 3. 4), 
will ever manifest the outward adornment 
of ''moderation'' in all thing�, which in 
the sight of men is of great price. 

4. Patience. ''Be ye also patient ; 
stablish your hearts: for the Coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh'' (James 5. 8) . The 
implication is that the "last days" will 
be marked by greed for unholy gain. 
Corrupted riches, cankered gold and silver, 
heaped-up treasure, have been accumulated 
by "fraud," and at the cost of the blood 
and tears of the toilers and their depend­
ents, widows and orphans. But their 
bitter cries have entered into the ears of 
"the Lord of Hosts" (vv. 2-4). 

The exhortation is not to meet force by 
force, not to covet and ''grudge' ' those 
apparently favoured, but to await "the 
Judge," who is at the door for the un­
saved and will rectify all wrongs; and ''the 
Lord," who is Coming for His Own, to 
conduct them to the "many Mansions" in 
the Father's House above. 

The husbandman ploughs, furrows, 
sows. and waits through winter's chill 
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and summer's scorching rays till his "long 
patience'' (v. 7) rejoices in the harvest 
safely gathered in. ''Be ye also patient'' 
-the last sheaf will soon be garnered, the
Harvest quickly cometh when both sower
and reaper shall ''rejoice together''
(John 4. 36).

5. Zeal. ''I have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith'; (2 Tim. 4. 7) were the words with 
which the noble warrior Paul summed up 
his service at the close of his eventful life. 
What led to such devotion and fired the 
zeal which induced him to cross continents, 
sail wide seas, plant churches in many 
provinces, reach out to the ''regions 
beyond, '' receive the 195 stripes, suffer 
perils innumerable, endure hunger, thirst, 
cold, nakedness, stripes, stoning, ship­
wreck, yet withal to "glory that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me ? ' ' (2 Cor. 11 . 
23-27; 12. 9). Was it not that he ever
remembered: ''Henceforth a crown at His
Appearing? '' (v. 8) .

''My Lord delayeth His coming'' (Matt. 
24. 48) may lead the servant to eat, drink,
and quarrel with his fellows in a spirit of
indifference to the interests of his Lord.

"Surely I come quickly" (Rev. 22. 20) 
will ever lead to love for his Lord, zeal in 
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His service, and a careful and prayerful 
spirit concerning the true interests_ of the 
One who is the Master-even Christ. 

What impelled Lord Shaftesbury. Hud­
son Taylor, George Muller, C.H. Spurgeon, 
D. L. Moody, Dr. A. T. Pierson, and
hundreds more to do ''exploits'' for God ?
(Dan. 11 . 32) . What keeps the thousands
of missionaries, and tens of thousands of
Christian workers in all parts toiling on
mid dangers, difficulties, and disappoint­
ments innumerable, but the Hope of His
Coming and ' 'the recompense of the
reward?'' (Heb. 11. 26).

The days are darkening, the Church is 
slumbering, the world is in the grip of the 
Wicked One, the hearts of statesmen and 
rulers are failing them for fear; let us who 
are of "the Day look up, the Coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh. 

' ' So will we take 
Fresh hope and courage to our fainting hearts, 
And patient wait, though every joy departs, 

The Day will break." 

IV. THE RESULT.

Volumes have already been written as 
to the glorious achievements of the Victor 
of Calvary to be manifested at His Com• 
ing. Fifty results might readily be named, 
five must suffice, as relating to: 
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1. The Individual. ALL SAINTS WILL

DE CHANGED (1 Cor. 15. 51). �aturally 
we think of ourselves first. How sadly 
most of us ' 'have borne the image of the 
earthly.'' How gloriously shall we be 
changed and ' 'bear the image of the 
Heavenly. '' Now tears, death, sorrow, 
crying, and pain are the portion even of 
the saved; then these shall have "passed 
away" (Rev. 21. 4). "Now we see through 
a glass darkly; but then face to face'' 
(1 Cor. 13. 12). And this shall be the por­
tion of ''all saints,'' ''for whom He justified, 
them He also glorified" (Rom. 8. 30) . 

2. The Home. FRIENDS WILL BE RE­

UNITED • ' 'Them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with Him'' (1 Thess. 4. 14). 
Which of us has not stood by the graveside 
of one we loved and realised that death 
meanwhile retains its ''sting?'' What 
saint has not sorrowed o'er a babe, a wife, 
a mother, a loved one, even if that sorrow 
has been sweetened ''with Hope?'' Was 
there ever a day when so many hearts were 
bowed with woe o'er brave sons laid in a 
battle �ave? Is it not a solace to be assured 
that ''yet a little while'' (Heb. IO. 37) and 
the reunion morning in the ''House not 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens" 
(2 Cor. 5. 1) . 
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3. The Church. THE CHURCH WILL

BE UNITED. " That they all may be 
ONE" (John 17. 21) was the Saviour's 
prayer nearly 1900 years ago. Has it been

answered? Nay, the Church is peeled, 
scattered, and divided. With some 300 
leading sects or denominations, some ten 
parties claiming to be gathered to the 
Name of the Lord, with offshoots and up­
starts without number, it is difficult to sing 
to-day: "We are not divided, 

All one body we.' ' 

Will it be answered? Yes, thank God, 
when He comes real Church unity will 
take place. "Together" will be the word 
as '' all saints '' are caught up and He 
presents to Himself "a glorious Church, 
"fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners'' (S. of S. 
6. 10). So that even in days of deepening
gloom we may loudly sing:

"Crowns and thrones may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant must remain." 

4. The World. ALL WRONGS WILL BE

RIGHTED. ''Be ye also patient; stablish 
your hearts : for the Coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh" (James 5. 8, 9). The cor­
rupted gold, the cankered silver, the 



The Coming of the Lord. 189 

' 'fraud' ' methods of commerce, the up­
heavals of men and nations, are evils 
which will not be rectified by Parliaments 
or federations of earth. Their voice 
reaches the ears of the Lord of Hosts I His 
command is not ' 'Be resentful, ' ' ' 'Be 
rebellious,'' but ''Grudge not, brethren, 
be patient unto the Coming of the Lord. '' 
Then all wrongs will be righted, all groans 
hushed, all the travail-pangs of earth 
cease, when the Heir of all things and the 
joint-heirs with Christ are ''glorified to­
gether'' (Rom. 8. 17, 22) . 

5. The Lord Himself. Last of all, and
best of �.11, CHRIST WILL BE SATISFIED.

Then in its fullest fruition ''He shall see 
of the travail of His soul, and shall be 
satisfied" (Isa. 53. 11). That Blessed 
One, who fasted alone in the wilderness, 
agonised alone in Gethsemane, died alone 
upon Golgotha, shall yet "see" ten thou­
sand times ten thousand, and thousands 
of thousands from the east, and the west, 
and the north, and the south, gathered 
around Him in G Jory, to swell the new and 
endless song, "Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain . ' ' 

Genesis 45 gives us a lovely prophetic 
picture of this time. Jacob's sons return 
with the news, "Joseph is yet alive, and he 
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is Governor over all the land . ' ' Re­
membering their former untruthfulness, 
"Jacob believed them not." They con­
firmed their testimony with evidence of 
the wealth and glory of Joseph, and we 
read, "When he saw the wagons, Israel 
said, ENOUGH l ' ' One word, the most 
difficult word for Jew or Gentile to say, 
''Enough!'' His heart was fully satisfied, 
he had enough. 

So when the Lord Himself looks over the 
ranks of the ransomed, sees "the riches 
of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints'' (Eph. 1 . 18), He shall be fully 
and eternally ''satisfied.'' Then shall 
each saint also exclaim, "As for me, I 
shall be satisfied when I awake in Thy 
likeness'' (Psa. 17. 15) . 

"He which testifieth these things saith, 
SURELY I COME QUICKLY." May each 
heart promptly and joyfully respond, 
'' AMEN 

I 
EVEN so, COME, LORD JESUS.,' 

He is coming I He is coming I 
Let us ' 'occupy" for Him, 

With our eyes fixed on the glory, 
Making earthly things look dim. 

Seeking only His approval, 
Waiting only for His smile; 

Thus forgetting all the suffering 
Of the present little while. 
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