

















































































































The Greatest Event
- - - of His Life. - - -
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Christ

The Greatest Event of His Life..

-with its blooming flower-

‘beds and shading trees, is a
favourite resort of the citizens,
especially in the cool of the
Summer evenings. There, away
from the roar and turmoil of city
life, many seek the quiet hour for
thought and reflection. It was
for such a purpose that a middle-

QUEEN’S PARK, Glasgow,

|l aged city merchant left his com-

fortable home in Mount Florida

| on a Summer evening thirty-seven
|| years ago, to have a quiet walk in

the park. In comfortable circum-
stances, with a good business and
a cheerful, happy home, he may
have been reckoned a happy man.

But it takes more than earthly
prosperity to give the human

heart what it craves for—satis-

faction. His forefathers had been
{| earnest Christian men and he, in

early years, was brought up to

1| fear the Lord and own His claims.

But more than this is needed to
give rest to the heart, and bring

| God and His Christ into the life.
| Outward acknowledgment of God
land His Word is easily drifted

from,if there is no Divine life in the
soul, and no personally accepted
in the heart. A new
light had arisen in Glasgow about
this time. Holding forth from a
once evangelic pulpit, in pleasing
words,the doctrine of the universal

il Fatherhood - of God, the dignity
of human nature, coupled: with
|| the denial of Christ’s atonement
||and the need of being born again,

he drew many into his net, among
others this city merchant. But
these new doctrines failed to give
him peace, or to impart comfort.
Only what is from God can set the
soul at rest before Him. Walking
alone in deep thought, he was
met by a near neighbour who had
also gone out for an evening walk.
This friend had been converted to
God only a few weeks before, and
was in the freshness of spiritual

youth, full of his new found joy. l

Their conversation turned on
religious topics, and the newly
saved man told how he had found
peace with God through the words
of Isa. lili. Deeply interested, the
city merchant said, “ I would be
the greatest event of my life if I
could say that.” ‘““ Well, you
may, for it is for you just the
same as for me, and you have
only to take God at His Word to
make it yours,” said the Christian.
They sat down on one of the seats
and talked a full hour. The
Gospel simply, plainly stated, has
a power all its own in dispelling
darkness and giving light, and
where there is a soul ready to
welcome it, it never fails to bring
Divine life. Welcoming God’s good
news of a present salvation in
Christ, he arose at peace with
God, to go forth to live a new life.
Does the reader enjoy peace with
God? If not, he may. Christ

Gospel proclaims it (Rom. x. 15).

has made it (Col. i. 20). The
Faith receives it (Rom. v. 1). k
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A Hundred Thouié.nd ‘Welcomes.

N an Aberdeenshire glen, by
the roadside, there is a simple
drinking fountain hewn out of

the granite rock, erected there by
a generous giver who, knowing
the need of thirsting wayfarers,
provides thus for their thirst. A
cup fastened with an iron chain
to the stone has been provided,
wherewith to bring the flowing
water to the lips, and surmounting

thirsty who know its value, drink.

So they drink, all ranks and ages,
As they pass that fountain free,
Read the glowing invitation,
And their title in it see.

The “ water of life,” provided
by God for thirsty souls, who find
no satisfaction in the ‘‘ broken
cisterns ”’ (Jer. ii. 13), is like that
wayside fountain, “without money
and without price” (Isa. lv. I).

il the whole, carved on a flat stone,

is the simple inscription in Gaelic,
“ Cead Mille Failte,” which being
interpreted means ‘“ A Hundred
Thousand Welcomes.”” No thirsty
traveller on that road need raise
the question whether he is at
liberty to drink of that refreshing
flow. No matter who, of what
age, or country, or character, that
invitation gives him the title to
drink of the water. And while
some pass it by unheeded, the

The last great invitation in the
Bible, “ Whosoever will, let him
take the water of life FREELY”
(Rev. xxii. 17), leaves no manner
of doubt that “a hundred thou-
sand welcomes "’ is given by God
the Giver to anybody and every-
body who simply come and drink.
Reader, have you personally
accepted God's gracious invitation
and drunk of the living stream ?
It is there for you, and there is no
condition, no restriction.
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ONELY is the lot of the brave

ocean as easily as in St. Paul’s

tThe Lighthouse Keeper’s Conversion.

men. who. keep the lights
burning in the great light-
houses around our coasts, to guide
mariners to their desired haven.
Cut off from communication with
the great world, they value what
kind friends send them to read,
for by this means are they kept
n touch with the news of the
country. And what is of more
account, those who are so inclined
learn the way of life
and peace, which they
seldom hear preached
as others do, from

eek to week. In

ne of these lone

ghthouses on - the

cottish coast, there
lived for years a
keeper who delights
to relate the story of
his conversion to God
while upon the rock,
far from human help, ™\
alone with his Bible
and his God in the =
midnight hour, He
had been convicted of
sin in early life, but knew no the
way of peace. To make up for
the want of religious  ordin-
ances,” which he thought the
observance of was largely con-
‘cerned in one’s salvation, he read
a Spurgeon’s sermon once a week
‘which was sent him by a friend.
In one of these, Mr, Spurgeon said
that God was so ready to save
|l sinners, and salvation was so near,
that one could be saved in mid-

e

Cathedral. ““ For the Word is nigh

thee ”’ (Rom. x. .8),

lifted his Bible with a strange

feeling, and as he saw the lights 1

flashing across the angry waters,
the text came to his mind, ““ the

entrance of Thy words giveth |}
To). i Helll

light . (Psa. cxix.

opened the Book at Isa. liii., and

read the chapter through, butff
saw nothing in it he|
had nor known be- |}

fore. Disappointed, he
was about to close the
Book, when his eye
fell on the question of
verse 1—

say—Have you ? He
read the first five
verses slowly again,
sentence by sentence,
~saying as he read, “I
* believe that.”” When
» he reached the last

ARE healed,” he stopped.
I believed that for myself and
about myself?”” he said. “Never,”
conscience replied. “ Then I will
now,”’
the light of God’s salvation
entered his soul. He had always
believed *“in a general way ™ that
Christ died for sinners. But what
saves, is to personally appropriate

that death for your own salva-|

tion, and say—*‘ He died for me.”

anywhere, [}
everywhere, and so is God. He ||

Who hath ||
believed our report ?”’ ||
A voice seemed tol|

< clause of verse 35, ||
““ With His stripes we ||
‘“ Have |}

said he, and that moment ||
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the Tent
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The Gambler

HOW HE WAS SAVED FROM THE POWER AND THE

PRACTICE OF SIN.
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The Gambler’s Testimony in the Tent.
How HE wWAS SAVED FROM THE POWER AND THE PRACTICE OF SIN-

FRIDAY night meetings in the
tent had been set apart for
“ Testimonies,” that is, for

personal witness-bearing to the

Gospel’s saving power, each briefly

‘|| telling where, when, and how the

Lord converted them. There

were some wonderful records of

Almighty grace heard there, for

the day of miracles is not past to

those who are where they can see
them. Some had been rescued
from the depths of Satan. Drink
and debauchery of all kinds had
been their taskmasters, until the
power of Christ, received and
confessed as the Saviour, had
broken their bonds and set them
free, Others had been religious,
with a “ name to live,” but with-
out Christ, a profession without
possession of God’s salvation.

They had to be stripped of their

rags of self-righteousness (Isa.

Ixiv. 6)—not always an easy or a

pleasant job. And when they lost

all in which they had trusted and
boasted, they weré then ready for

Christ. . Perhaps the most wonder-

ful trophy of grace in all that

season’s tent Services was a city
tradesman, a master plumber,
who in himself embodied both the
classes named, a man who lived

a double life, who was religious on

Sunday and a gambler and drinker

through the week. A relative on

a visit, was anxious to hear the

preacher who was holding forth

the Word of Life at that time in

the tent, because he was a
countryman of his. The plumber
and his wife accompanied him,
and the Word of God, which has
“ teeth ” gripped both men, and
laid bare their sins in the light of
God’s judgment, where secret sins,
hidden hypocrisy, and sham reli-
gion shall all be exposed and pun-
ished. All that week the plumber
was in soul trouble, and could not
sleep. He was ashamed to be
seen at the tent during the week,
for folks would wonder what had
happened to take him there. But
God had a hold on his conscience,
and his past life came up like a
nightmare day after day. On
Sunday night he was at the meet-
ing. It was a night of deliver-
ances, and God saved him where
he sat. He simply handed him-
self over to the sovereign mercy of
God, trusting only in the merits of
Christ, and that is the faith that
brings salvation to sinners. He
told his wife, who sat beside him,
but intended to say nothing to
anyone else until next day. But
the “ new wine "’ of joy burst the
“ old bottle,”” and he confessed to
all that he had been set free. On
a Friday night shortly after. he |
told the story of his conversion, |
and God used it to disturb others

who were living double lives:such

as his had been. Let the reader

remember thereisa God who knows

all that he ever was, and that he

and that God must one dav meet. |
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{lare born again Christians.

flto the Lord ?”’

A Religious Scotch Farmer's Discovery.

“ ] O you see that nicely set farm
steading in the valley ?”
asked my fellow traveller

as we journeyed along in the train

on a fine Summer afternoon. I

remarked that it seemed an ideal

place for a quiet holiday. “Well,”
he said, “ You will get a warm

(John iii. #), and it had a wonder-
ful effect on that congregation.
The difference between having a

- “religion”” and possessing spiritual

life, was a big surprise to them.
On the way home,the owner of that
farm and his wife were overtaken
by a neighbour who began to make

A PRETTILY SET FARM HOUSE.

welcome there any time you like
to go, for the farmer and his wife
Shall
I tell you how they were brought
They went to
that ivy-covered kirk on the hill-
side. The old minister who had

{| preached in ‘it for half a century’
|| died, and another filled his place.

His first sermon was from the

text, “ Ye must be born again "

remarks about the doctrine heard
that day, The aged farmer quietly
remarked, “ There's something in
the Bible about it anyway.” They
both came to the conclusion that
this was what was yet«“ lacking in
their religion,” and not long after
they received Christ (John 1. 12),
God’s gift'(John iii. 16), and were
“bornof God ” (Johni. 10).  They

- are now true witresses for the Lord.




There is only One Way of Salvation.

“rIYHERE are so many different
kinds of religion, that one
does not know which is

right.”” These were the words

spoken by a neighbour to whom

I had handed a Gospel booklet,

with a simple remark regarding

the necessity of having all ques-
tions settled between the soul and

God before the hour of death.

Those who are little exercised in

i such subjects, find any argument;

however flimsy, good enough as
an excuse for their indifference,
and the words
I have quoted
were what this
very intelligent
and levelheaded
business  man
gave me as an
evasion of the
point of my re-
mark. ‘ There
are no doubt
many kinds of
religion in the world, just as
there are many kinds of apparel
of various fashions and colours, so
that different tastes and predilec-
tions may be gratified. But there
is manifestly a great difference
between a man in search of a
religion, making the choice of one
that appeals most to his liking,
and a sick man taking the remedy
which his skilled physician has
prescribed for his cure. The
Word of God gives no warrant
for the assumption that we as
sinners are like men who have a

great many different ways of ||

salvation—or religions, as you

will perhaps call them—set before i

us, that we are to choose the one
that is most to our liking, and

that God will be quite pleased to |

ratify that choice, by extending
His mercy to forgive our short-
comings, and finally take us to
heaven.
God regards us as his ‘ enemies’
(Rom. v. 10), men and women
who have rebelled against His

throne, and become ‘guilty’ (Rom. ||

iii. 19) of high

the Ruler of
‘heaven and of
earth, liable to
judgment, and
worthy of pun-
ishment. But in
His sovereign
mercy, God has
provided a way
of release, and
fixed the manner in which we as
sinners are to take advantage of
it. To one man who had dis-
covered his true relation toward

God, and asked in great earnest- ||

ness— What must I do to be
saved ?’—the answer was divinely

given, ‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus |f
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” |
This is God’s way of salvation, the |
same for all: there is no other.” |
““I never thought of it in that light ||

before,”” said my neighbour. And
he is not alone in this.
has just one way of salvation.

The case is rather that |}

treason against |}

But God ||




I

A NEW YEAR
BENEDICTION.
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A NEW YEAR BENEDICTION.
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T was New Year’s Eve, and a
Sunday. A fashionable con-
gregation had listened with

more than ordinary interest to
| the preaching of an aged servant
of Christ, who had set forth in
plain and fervent words the
Gospel of Christ in all its fulness
and fitness to meet the need of
souls, to save, to sanctify, and to
satisfy, and in an earnest closing
appeal had called upon such of his
bearers as were still strangers to
grace and to peace, to accept the
message and know the blessedness
of a truly “Happy New Year.”
There was manifest restlessness, if
not resentment, on the part of
some, at that personal and pointed
application of the sermon, to
which they were not evidently
accustomed in the ministry which
they usually heard there. At the
close of the service, the congrega-
tion stood to receive, as was their
custom, the benediction. As the
| aged preacher rose, it was seen
that his eyes were suffused with
tears, and looking toward the
pews in which those stood who
had curled the lip and manifested
disapproval at his personal call
for decision, he said in a clear and
penetrating, yet tender voice—
** How shall T bless those whom
God has not blessed, and who
refuse the Gospel of His grace ?”
Not another word was spoken, but
in a solemn silence, the congrega-
tion dispersed. It is on record
that that unusual, that searching
and faithful word, caused many to

A New Year Benediction.
think of their relation to God, ||

and that it was the means of
bringing some who heard it to
Christ.

sins, without Christ, and despising
the great salvation procured by
His Cross, and proclaimed in the
Gospel, is a deception, the eternal
issues of which, God only knows.

The Scriptures describe the

truly blessed or happy man, and |}

upon him the blessing of God
which maketh rich, for ever abides.
And here is that description., Let
the reader honestly ask himself
whether the picture is his own.
“BLESSED is the man that trusteth
in the Lord ” (Jer. xvii. 7). Here

it is that his blessedness begins. ||

“ BLESSED is he whose trans-
gression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered ”’ (Psa. xxxii. 1), a present
and enjoyed forgiveness, which
all believers know. ‘ BLESSED is
the man whose strength is in
Thee ”’ (Psa. lxxxiv. 5), who can
joyfully say, “ In the Lord have I
righteousness and strength ”’ (Isa.
xlv. 24). Happy indeed are all
who know such blessedness ; yea,
“Happy is that people whose
God is the Lord !”” (Psa. cxliv. 15).
Is such blessedness yours to-day,
reader ? It may be, for the Gos-

pel of the grace of God brings it ||
within your reach. The procla- [
mation of present “{orgiveness of ||

sins,” is unto all, without reserve
and apart from merit. And “ all
that believe are justified from all
things ” (Acts xiil. 38, 39).

To bless or lead men tol}
hope for blessing, who are in their ||
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God’s Way of Salvation.

OFyou know that God loves
you? “Ah! yes” yousay,
“He loves us all.” Quite
true. But sit down and ask your-
self again, Do I believe that God
loves ME ? To convince you of it
He says in His Bible, and one
word is enough from Him ‘ God
so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son,” whether
you believe it or not. When you
accept God’s gift you believe in
Him. The Lord Jesus told us
this when He was on
earth, and surely He
did not mean to de-
ceive us. He was
speaking about the
bitten Israelites in the
wilderness. They were
all bitten, and a ser-|f
pent of brass was put
upon a pole, and every
one that looked fived.
The serpent was given
to all these Israelites
whether they looked or
not. Supposing that
one Israelite had said, “ I wish I
could feel that the serpent is for
me. What would you have said ?”’
‘“ Certainly. Are you bitten ?
That is all you need.” Are you a
guilty sinnet ? Then you have a
right to accept Christ just as you
are. This is the simplicity of
the Gospel, which has stumbled
many great men, and which seems
so foolish to the wise of the
world.
Suppose these Israelites, in-

DR. W. P. MACRAY.

stead of looking, had begun to
put on poultices and get ointments
and dressings and mixtures to
counteract the bites.  Well, that ||
would have been sensible,” men ‘
would say. But God said—Lookx. ||
Do as I tell you. Look to that ||
serpent on the pole. So God’s||
Gospel is, ““ Believe on the Lordl|l
Lesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved ” (Acts xvi. 31). But _
although that serpent was on the
pole for every Israeiite, no one got
the benefit of it unless
helooked. Theaspect
of the Divine remedy |f
is “unto” all. Itsl]
application is only|f
“upon all them that ||
elieve.”” Nor is faith
l|]a condition. We arelf
not saved on account
of our faith, but by
means of it. It is of
faith that it might be
of grace. It is not
bounded by Jewish or
any other limits. “The
gospel of God concerning His
Son,” is His message to all man-
kind. And it is not to him that||
“worketh” but to him * that
believeth in Jesus’ that His sal-
vation comes.

W. P. MAckAY.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD.

Thy robe alone, O God,

Is that which covers me,
No righteousness avails

But that which is of Thee.




i| the world.”
il any claim to be loved,
{| for
{|and come short of the
ll glory of God” (Rom.

{| any merit to present to

{| His love upon us.

{l (Rom. v. 8).

{land loves now.

{| sinners’
| ¢ Christ Jesus came

Loving and Giving, Believing and Having.

ERE in this great Gospel

declaration, which came
from the lips of the Lord
Jesus when He stood on this
earth, is what God has done for

|l sinners, and what brings to them

His salvation and the knowledge

|| of it.

Gop LovEp and GOD GAVE.

{| He loved the world ; that is, the
|| people of it, and all of them—

black, white, yellow, all nations,
all kindreds. “ For God so loved
This is indeed good
news. Not one among them had

“all have sinned

iii. 23). Not one had
God, for they were all
His ““ enemies ” (Rom.
v. 9). And it was while
in this state and this
condition that God set

For -
we read— God commendeth His

1l love toward us, in that while we

were yet sinners,Christ died for us”
It was not a world of
saints, but sinners that God loved
“ He gave His
only begotten Son ”—gave Him
without asking, and when not
wanted. And He came to be the
Saviour. As we read,
into the
world to save sinners” (1 Tim.
i. 13). This is God’s part. What
is the sinner’s, Simply and only

to believe, and believing to ““ have
everlasting life.” God loved and
God gave : I BELIEVE and I HAVE
everlasting life. Can anything be
simpler or clearer ? Or can God’s
way of salvation be any longer
doubted or regarded as something
no one can know. Reader, what
say you to this? Have you

accepted the gift which God has
sent ? Can you honestly say you
believe that God loves you, and
that Christ died for you ? Do you
believe that you have everlasting
life ?

Do you rely upon Christ as
your personal Saviour ?
Have you believed the
love which God has
manifested? These are
solemn and vital ques-
tions, and you have a
personal and eternal
interest in them. Pass
them not.over callously.
Cast them not from you
as if unworthy of your
consideration. They
concern the greatest and most
pressing interests, which you
shall ever know. The love of
God, the gift of Christ, and your
own salvation, are all here. Give
the matter your earnest, honest,
personal consideration, and make
your decision regarding it as
before God.

THE LOVE OF GOD REVEALED.
At the Cross, God’s love revealing,
From sin’s burden I am free,
And my soul has found its healing
In these wounds once made for me.
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