


































































































































H JUST IN TIME." 

..,....--��-�---�-... ·,HE porters at Sheffield station had cried, 
"Take your seats for Derby and the South," 
when I observed a man maldng the utmost 
exertion to reach the train before it started. 
It was a struggle. ' 1All right I" shouted the 
guard. The driver answered with a whistle. 

The train moved. The man was just in time. He took bis 
seat by my side; bang went the door. I said, u AND THE
DOOR SHALL BB SHUT." I do not remember that another 
word passed between us. 

Two years afterwards, when I had quite forgotten the 
circumstance, a friend of mine met with the same man, who 
told him that those words, 11 And the door shall be shut," 
produced such a solemn impression on his mind that he 
could not by any means forget them. When he awoke in 
the morning, and all day long, they sounded in his ears. 
The madness and danger of delaying his salvation to the 
last moment became so evident that he believed that cir­
cumstance had been used of God in bringing him to Christ. 

Those are, indeed, solemn words in that prophetic parable 
.of the ten virgins, "And the door was shut" (Matt. 25. 10).
The Gospel train is fast filling; the last person will soon be in 
it; and then can you tell what you would feel, not to be 
just in time, but just too late? Would you like to be one 
who shall cry, cc Lord, Lord, open unto us?" when the only 
answer will be," I n·ever knew you: depart from Me, ye 
that work iniquity" (Matt. 7. 23). 

Hark you I the Gospel porters cry, "Take your Eeats." 
But you will say, "I have not paid my fare; and, worse 
still, I cannot pay it." Do you really own this to be true? 
Have you tried to pay your fare to heaven by good works, 
and do you own that you are still a vile and worthless 
sinner? Whether you say so or not, God says so: "1:he 
Scripture hath concluded all under sin." Yes, you stand at 
the station, and though the price required is immense to 
pass you from the kingdom and power of Satan to God, 
yet, strange as it may seem, those only can take their seats 
who have nothing of their own to pay. The full price has 
been paid, even the precious blood of Christ. That which 
many a poor soul wants to be done has been done. " IT 
1s FINISHED" (John 19. 30). Ask God Himself if the death 
of Christ for your sins is not enough to justify you in taking 
your seat, and enough lo justify 1-lim in receiving you to 
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glory? The resurrection of Christ is God's answer to both 
these questions. If God gave Jesus to die for our sins, and 
thus to pay the fare in the giving up of His own life, God 
also raised Him from the dead for our very justification. 
Take your seat, then, and who shall condemn you? "It is 
Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, �h9 is even 
at the right hand of God; who also maketh intercession for 
us." Take YOUR SEAT, rest in the finished work of Christ. 
Who dare, or can, take us out of God's train of grace? 
"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" (Rom. 8. 35). 

But you say, "This is very strange; a porter told me 
that I bad to do much by prayer and amendment of life, and 
by deep repentance, before ever I could take my seat in 
God's train. I have been trying for years, but I do not 
know how much would satisfy God for my fare. I never 
before heard that it was all done, and that my ticket must 
be a free gift, because my fare has been paid, even the blood 
of God's Son." The porter that told you this story of works 
for salvation belongs to another company, and you will not 
find a passenger in his train who knows his fare is paid for 
heaven. I was once on that line myself, but I never was 
happy. I found it all tunnel, and we had no light in our 
carriage, and then it was down-hill, and so fast, and all un­
certainty as to where we were going, that I do thank God 
for stopping the train and making known to me His free grace. 

But you say, "There must be repentance.': Yes, and 
repentance is that change of mind when a person believes 
the testimony of God concerning the death and resurrec­
tion of Christ-that is, that all who believe ARE justified 
from all things. And you say, "There must be a forsaking 
of sin and the world." True, but I never saw a person get 
faster away from the place than by taking bis seat in a 
train. Do you desire to give up sin and the world? Then 
"believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,U and, "without money and 
without price," take your seat in a finished salvation. Do 
you want to be fifty miles from a given place in one hour? 
The power of steam can take you; you quietly trust this 
power; the train takes you. It is not you who takes the 
train. Then take your seat, realising that the death of Christ 
bas paid your fare, and the mighty power of God shall bear 
you onward far away (John I. 12), and land you in Glory. 

The devil has many lines, all of which lead to hell. There 
is only one to heaven. Jesus alone is the \Vay, the Truth, 
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and the Life. You may say," Do not bother me; I will 
not travel on any line." In that you are greatly mistaken. 
Travel you must. Every day is a day nearer heaven or 
hell. Look at the crowd about you; and let me ask, where 
is the crowd that thronged this world a hundred years ago? 

But bark again I there is One speaks from heaven: "Behold 
I come quickly I" His words are fast fulfilling. The pro­
fessing Church is as He said it would be: '' While the 
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept." Some 
are saying, "We will not believe He is coming." Others, 
"\"Ve ,vill not have 1-Iim to reign over us." Few, very few, 
are waiting for the Son of God from heaven. But the Word 
of God assures us He will suddenly come, and take the 
world with as great a surprise as the flood in the days of 
Noah, or the destroying fire cf God that fell when the sun 
had arisen on Sodom (Matt. 24. 37-39). 

Men may laugh now, as men laughed then; and scorners 
may say," Where is the promise of His coming?" But, 
after years of prayerful searching of the Scriptures, I take 
God at His word, and tell you plainly that " they that are 
ready shall go in, and fhe door shall be shut." And how 
soon no one knows. "For the Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord I" 
(1 Thess.4. 16, 17). What an event I It may happen to-night! 

Are you ready? Can you say," Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly"? You tremble at the thought. Your sins! Ah! 
you could not bear to meet the Lord with them unpardoned. 
Oh I come, then, at once to the Cross. None ever sought 
forgiveness and were denied. " Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16. 31). There are 
thousands of professors whose lamps are gone out, or going 
out, and who have no oil in their vessels. Think of the 
midnight cry I awake from that fatal slumber! Flee to the 
Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, then you can trim your 
lamp; gird up your loins; be like one that waits for yo11r Lord. 
" For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry." And then, farewell, poor world of sorrow, 
sin, and death: welcome, bright eternal joy I and unspeak­
able bliss I for ever with the Lord I CHARLES STANLEY.
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•• On the day of bis execution, when a number of bis friends nod
relations were assembled in bis prison cell, be discoursed

to them on the immortality of the soul." 



SOCRATES AND THE HEMLOCK CUP. 

• � VER 2000 years ago, Socrates, the renowned
0 � Grecian philosopher, on a charge preferred 

" • 0 against him by his enemies, was condemned 
to death. During the thirty days that 
intervened between the passing of the 
sentence and its execution, his courage 

never failed. An opportunity of effecting his e�cape was 
offered, but be declined availing himself of it. On the day 
of his execution, when a number of his friends and relations 
were assembled in his prison cell, he discoursed to them on 
the immortality of the soul. As he embraced bis grief­
stricken wife for the last time, she expressed herself strongly 
as to the injustice of an innocent man perishing. To this be 
replied, " Would you rather see me die guilty ? " On the 
arrival of the fatal moment, he took the cup of hemlock in 
his hand, and raising it to his lips quaffed the poisonous 
draught. On bearing bis dear ones sobbing, be exhorted 
them to be calm, and when the poison laid bold of his 
vitals, be quietly lay on bis back, and without a groan or 
murmur breathed his last. Thus perished one of the 
greatest of ancient philosophers. After his decease bis 
innocence was established, and the Athenians punished his 
accusers with death or exile,and raised a temple to his IPemory. 

Let us suppose the principle of substitution had been 
permissible in the laws of Greece. Supposing also that one 
of the prisoner's friends had voluntarily offered to become 
bis substitute, and was accepted as such by the authorities. 
Suppose then, that be took the cup from the hand of 
Socrates, and, swallowing its contents, died before bis eyes,
would the philosopher be afraid that be should have to 
drink the poison? "Assuredly not,'' you reply. Why not? 
" Because another died in his room and stead." AHow me 
to apply the illustration. I am a sinner, and deserve "the 
wages of sin" (Roman 6. 23), which is eternal death. I 
cannot save myself, and "vain is the help of man.'' Prayers, 
good works, tears, or penitence cannot remove my sin, for 
"God requireth that which is past." Unless a Saviour is 
found, I must be for ever lost. It is utterly and absolutely use­
less to look within or around. My help must come from above.

In spirit I go back eighteen centuries, and enter Geth­
semane's garden. As I stand in that hallowed spot, I see 
the Lord of life and glory, and hear Him pray-cc �Iy 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from �Ie: never-
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tbeless not as 1 will, but as Thou wilt " (Matt. 26. 39). 
What " cup " <;loes the Lord Jesus refer to ? " The cup 
which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?" 
U ohn I 8. 11 ). By faith I stand at the Cross of Calvary, 
and as I gaze upon that suffering One I hear the mournful 
cry escape His lips, " My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me? 1

' (Matt. 27. 46). I enquire the meaning of 
that cry. This was the first time that God had forsaken 
any of His faithful servants. Why then was Christ for­
saken? As I ponder the words and seek to understand 
their meaning, the stillness is broken by the triumphant 
exclamation, "It is finished" (John 19. 30). I ask myself, 
" What is it. that is finished?" As I meditate on the 
words, the glorious truth bursts into my soul, that Christ 
took the cup of wrath instead of me. He bore my sins in 
His own body on the tree ( r Peter 2. 24), and He who is 
of purer eyes than to behold evil, hid His face from 
His only begotten and well-beloved Son. 

I am not now afraid to meet a holy and sin-hating God. 
Though deserving of eternal punishment on account of my 
sins, I believe that the Lord Jesus was wounded for my 
transgressions, and bruised for my iniquities (Isaiah 53. 5). 
God is fully and perfectly satisfied with the finished work of 
Christ, and I am satisfied with that which satisfies Him. 
If I were called into His holy presence, at this moment, and 
were asked the ground of my confidence, I could plead 
nothing excepting the precious blood of Christ. He who 
knew no sin, was made sin for me, that I might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5. 21); and in the 
language of Martin Luther, I can say-" As Christ is before 
God, so am I in Christ." 

Through believing the glorious Gospel of God's matchless 
grace, through resting his soul on what the Lord Jesus did 
and suffered for him, the vilest and guiltiest sinner on earth 
is cleansed from every stain. The very moment he believes 
on Christ he obtains forgiveness, eternal life, and becomes a 
son of God, an heir of God, and a joint-heir with Christ 
Jesus. 

The Lord Jesus Christ drank the cup of God's wrath on 
your behalf, and now you may sing with your heart as well 
as with your lip: 

., Death and the curse were in my cup; 
Oh, Christ I 'twas full for Thee, 



Socrates and tlid Hemlocl� Cup. 

But Thou hast drained the last dark drop, 
'Tis empty now for me. 

Tbat bitter cup love drank it up, 
Now blessings draught for me." 

Thank God," That bitter cup love drank it up." On the ground 
of that " finished " work would you be afraid of meeting 
God? If you would it proves that you have not yet learned 
what His death has accomplished. If you understood what 
His death bas effected for you, you would be able to give 
the answer of the negress who, on being asked the ground 
of her confidence, replied: "ME DIE, OR HE DIE; HE DIE, 
so ME No DIE. 11 vVould the reader be afraid of meeting 
God ? " Yes," you reply, " I have great reason to be afraid 
of meeting Him on account of my sins." Suppose that for 
some crime you were condemned to drink a cup of poison. 
Suppose, however, that the principle of substitution were 
permissible, and that I offered myself and was accepted as 
your substitute. Suppose that I took the poison from your 
hand, and draining the cup to its dregs, died before your 
eyes, would you then be afraid that you would have to drink 
it? "No," you reply. \Vhy would you not be afraid? 
"Because you drank it instead of me." Exactly so. A 
substitute took your place, and dying in your stead you have 
no cause for fear. 

You who are working, striving, and struggling to obtain 
salvation, cease all such efforts. "To him that WORKETH NOT, 
BUT BELIEVETH ON HIM THAT JUSTIFIETH THE UNGODLY, HIS 
FAITH IS COUNTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS " (Rom. 4· 5). Your 
works are valueless in God's sight, for " They that are in 
the flesh cannot please God'' (Ron1. 8. 8). vVhy try to 
merit forgiveness, when God's Word declares that it is a 
gift? At an infinite cost, a free, full, and present salvation 
has been provided for you, and God beseeches you to accept 
of it as you read these line�-

" The work is done, it needs no more ; 
Christ's death has opened heaven's door, 

' Only believe,' lhe Saviour cried, 
Believe, and thou art justified." 

Ponder the precious, glorious, life-giving words, "It is 
finished." Christ bas " finished" the mighty work of 
atonement. He has borne sin's penally, and satisfied nJl 
God's righteous claims. Believe in 1-Iim who did it nil, and 
paid it all, and you will be justified from nil things (Acts 13. 
38, 39). Rest not till you are snved for Eternity. A. M.
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THE SECRET OF PEACE. 

• • .. • T was Friday evening, and we stood in
Stafford Rooms, Titch borne Street,Edgeware 
Road. The usual weekly meeting for United 
Prayer was being held. For two hours a 
stream of supplication and praise had 
ascended to God, intermingled with two 

short addresses. One of the speakers recounted the following 
interesting story: On a certain occasion, in the city of York, 
I was called to visit a dying man. Having several copies 
of "Peace in Believing" before me, I placed one in my 
pocket and ,vent to the house of my sick friend. I found he 
had been lying three months in bed, the whole of which 
time was spent in the utmost misery on account of his soul's 
condition. He had sought rest but found none. Christian 
visitors had pointed him in vain to the cross for comfort and 
peace. "I have prayed,,, said he," till my knees were sore, 
and now I am ready to give up in despair." I bade him be 
calm, and seating my�elf on the bed, read to him several 
passages from the \i\'ord of God, marking some for his 
future, perusal. I then took one of the little books from my 
pocket, and read such portions of it as were calculated to 
meet his condition. It was not lost; light burst in upon 
his soul, and ere we parted, he could see, as it were, "men 
as trees walking." After a week had passed away, I called 
again and rejoiced to see the heaven-lit smile that played 
upon his features as he greeted my approach-an evidence 
of the precious change God had wrought in his soul during 
those few days. " Is all peace?" I asked. "Yes, peace in 
believing," was the happy reply; "Not in praying, as I 
vainly thought, but IN BELIEVING. Ohl had I but known 
this three months ago, what agony it would have saved me." 

I was anxious to know what part of the booklet was 
particularly helpful to that man's soul in his search for 
eternal life, and found it was the story, entitled, "Let go 
the Twig," being an account of a lady in Scotland, and of 
the way in ·which her doubts and anguish ,vere removed. 
It was during a revival, in which several known to this lady 
bad been brought to Christ. Among the rest, a particular 
friend of hers had been converted. Feeling son1e measure 
of concern herself, she went to a servant of Christ who was 
labouring in the place, and told him she was unhappy. I-le 
replied that he was glad to bear it. Astonished at this, and 
somewhat offended also, she told another senrant of Christ 
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what efforts she had made to obtain salvation ; how she had 
read and prayed, but still seemed as far from peace as ever. 
He told her, that it was not by anything she could do, but 
by what Christ had long since done and finished on the 
cross, that she was to be saved. All seemed dark and 
mysterious to her, and she left, resolving, however, to call 
on her friend who had been recently converted. She did so, 
and asked her what she had done to obtain the peace of 
which she spoke. "Done! I have done nothing! It is by 
what CHRIST HAS DONE, that I have found peace with God.'' 
The lady replied that this was what the servant of Christ 
had just been telling her, but that she could not understand 
it. She went home with her distress greatly increased; 
and, shutting herself in her room, she fell on her knees, 
resolving that she would never rise till her soul found rest 
and peace. How long her agony continued I cannot say, 
but nature became quite exhausted and she sank to slumber. 

While thus asleep, she dreamed that she was falling over 
a frightful precipice, but caught hold of a single twig which 
overhung the abyss beneath. By this she hung,- crying 
aloud for help, when a voice from below, which she knew to 
be the voice of Jesus, bade her "LET GO THE Tw1G," and 
He would receive and save her. "Lord, save me I" she 
cried ; but the voice again answered, " LET GO THE TWIG.'' 
She felt as though she dare not leave hold, but continued 
crying, "Lord, save me!,, At ]ast, the One below, whose 
voice she heard, but whom she did not see, said, in the most 
tender, solemn tones, "I cannot save yoti, mzless you let go tlze 
twig I" Self-desperate, she let it go, fell into the arms of 
Jesus, and the joy of finding herself there, awoke her. 

The lesson taught by her dream was not lost upon her. 
She perceived that Jesus was worthy of all her trust, and 
that not only did she need no twig of self-dependence, but 
that it was holding to the twig that kept her from Christ. 
She let all go, and found the Lord Jesus all-sufficient. 

This was to the point; my sick friend had long been 
clinging to a twig of his own making, and Satan loved to 
have it so; but now it was to be left-his soul's earnest cry. 
was, "What must I do to be �aved?" and the answer came:-

.. Nothing, either great or small, I Jesus did it, did it all,
Nothing, sinner, no; Long, long ago." 

He realised that Jesus had done it all on Calvary's Cross. 
He" believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and was saved." 
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Now, had this man, continued the speaker, waited to 
FEEL at peace, before he was in a position to enjoy it, he 
might' have died in his sins; but, by God's rich mercy, be 
was enabled to see that he need wait for nothing, but cast 
himself at once by faith into the anns of Jesus; that is, upon 
the atoning sacrifice of the Son of God, and rejoice in the 
assurance that "the blood of Jesus Christ, God·s Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin" ( r John 1. 7). Ht11ce his im­
mediate realization of " peace in believing." 

And· thus it 1nay be with some of you enquirers this 
evening. You are waiting to produce a feelihg of peace before 
you can believe that you are saved. You say, if I could 
only feel that I believe, I sho.uld be happy; and thus it is 
evident that if you had that for which you so long, it would 
prove to be peace iii feeling, not in believing; and this would, 
I need scarcely say, be false peace. The only true ground 
of our peace with God is found in J Esus, who "lzat/r, made 
peace through t/ze blood of His cross" (Col. 1. 20); and the 
so-ql that trusts in that blood is as safe as God can make him; 
"When I see THE BLooD I will pass over you," saith the 
Lord; and again, "THE BLOOD shall be to you for a token" 
-a token of what ?-of SALVATION and PEACE. It was not
the Israelites' feelings, but the blood of the Lamb on the lintel and
door-post, that satisfied God, and spake peace to the people.

Just so now. The wrath of God has been pot.ired upon 
the head of Jesus, which led Him to cry, "All Thy waves 
and Thy billows have gone over me." And why was this? 
Simply because Ile then" bare our sins in His own body on 
the tree" ( 1 Peter 2. 24), for "the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all" ( [saiab 53. 6). To BELIEVE THIS IS 
TO BE ETERNALLY SAVED (John 3· 16; 5· 24; Acts 16. 3r). 

Awake! then, and let go the twig. Cast yourself, with 
all your sins, doubts, -and .fears, upon the atoning Sacrifice. 
Let your decision be made at once ; yea, before this paper 
passes out of your hand. You may never have another 
invitation. Mere anxiety will not secure your salvation. 
:Many who have been anxious about their souls have 
perished, because they "received not the testimony which 
God hath given of I-Iis Son." Then with all earnestness, 
"in Christ's stead," I solemnly beseech you, rest your soul 
at once upon the ATONING BLOOD OF .Jnsus, trusting wb21t

God declares concern in� it ( 1 John 1. 7; Eph. 3. 12-1 7), and 
you will soon have JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVJNG. c. R. 1-1.
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" When urged by one of the partners of the firm to • seek the 
Lord while He may be found, 1 the one thought that pressed upon 
his mind was • I must get rich first before I become relJgious.'" 



FIRST THINGS FIRST. 

�
, � • HILST young and still sowing my wild oats, I

i���t' • '. formed a strong friendship for a young man. , who was engaged in the same business asmyself. We had many things in common,but he seemed to have one overrulingpassion, which be often expressed in thewords, " I must get rich first." When urged by one of the'partners of the firm (who tookan active part in Christian work in the district) to "seekthe Lord while He may be found," the one thought thatpressed upon his mind was "I must get rich first before Ibecome religious," for, as he said, he had a vague idea thatif he did not get rich before becoming religious he had littlehopes afterwards. When pressed by some of the "goody-goody chaps" (aswe called them) in the warehouse that" it is time to seek theLord'' (Hosea 10. 12), he inva��ably cut them short withhis uppermost thought, "I must get rich first.'' He hadone overruling desire-to become rich. For this he toiled,and to this end he devoted all his time and thoughts. One Sunday he was passing a church and went in. Th�preacher's text was, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God andHis righteousness, and all these things shall be added untoyou." These words went home like an arrow to his heart;and he resolved within himself that he would turn to theLord and seek the salvation of his soul. But immedfatelyafterwards he said to himself, " I must get rich first. It willbe time enough then." Oh, that fatal "time enough I'' Ho,�many dupes has it led to find their portion in outer darkness,where, alas I they have "time enough" to lament their madrejection of offered pardon. In the unsearchable ways of God he was led the followingSunday to go into another church. The minister gave outhis text, "Seek ye first the kindom of God," &c. Struckwith this remarkable coincidence, he once more bega.qto think of God's claims upon him, and of his soul'sdeep need. These feelings were again awakened on athird occasion, when on another Sunday he was in anothertown, -and from the lips of a third preacher God sent hin1the same message. But instead of recognising the love ofGod- in thus inviting him to possess himself of "the true riches," be became troubled, and even annoyed at being thus harassed. He could not but feel that God was speak-
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ing to him, but he would not be importuned. He wanted 
to "get ric/,, first." He was young, and there was time 
enough. He would think of God, but not just yet. So, to 
avoid the liability of being again warned to flee from " the 
wrath to come," he resolved not to go to church any more. 
He saw God was inviting him to be saved, but be ,vas not 
willing to allow eternal claims to come in between him and 
his cherished desire. 

My friend's one great object. was to become ricli, and rich 
he became; but, as he said to me, bis heart was as bard as 
a stone. He had rejected God's offered mercy, and now 
God had left him alone to eat the fruit of bis own ways. 

I left the neighbourhood, and after some time I was led, 
by God's grace, to see my ruined condition, and to trust in 
Hi'm whose precious blood bad been shed on Calvary to 
make atonement for sin. The result was that unspeakable 
peace ,vhich the belief of the Gospel alone can impart. In 
my new-found joy I remembered my old friend, and thought 
I would go and speak to him about his soul. 

Arriving at home and inquiring for him, my mother said, 
"Did I not tell you that -- had gone out of his mind, 
and was in the asylum? The only thing he says when 
he sees people is, 'Seek ye first the kingdom of God'.'' 

The next time I visited my native town I found that my 
old friend had gone back to bis own house, but he was the 
wreck of bis former self. I called to see him, but the only 
thing he said to me, in an idiotic way, was, "Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God,'' and these were his last words when 
dying. They show how, to the very end, the grace which 
be had rejected was the one sad, hopeless thought which 
ever dwelt in his mind. 

Friend, this is no fiction, and were the secrets of each 
heart known, the e�perience it reveals would perhaps be 
found no very unusual occurrence. It may be that you 
yourself have often listened to the thrilling and earnest 
entreaties of some faithful servant of Christ, as he told you 
of God's love to a guilty world, as made known to us in the 
Gospel. God is holy, and cannot admit sin into His presence. 
His righteousness demands that sin shall be judged, and 
therefore, in I-Iis love to us, He has given His Son to stand 
in the sinner's place, and bear the punishment due to sin. 
So that now I-Ie is sending a loving message of free pardon 
and eternal salvation to all who will believe in Christ and 
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receive Him as their only and all-sufficient Saviour. !lut 
ho,v have you treated His message ? Have you resolved to 
spend a litt�e more time in the indulgence of those sins 
which caused His heart's blood to flow? Such a thought 
shocks you, and yet are you not, in act, saying this, when, 
after a solemn appeal to seek the Lord while He may be 
found, you reject His Word and say, " Time enough yet " ? 

Let this -story be a warning to you, ere it is too late, and 
you find to your horror that you have rejected the last 
message you are ever to receive. If you will not listen to 
the voice of love and of pardon, as God speaks to you 
even now, through this appeal, the next words you hear 
from Him -may b.e, " Depart from Me ! '' 

Oh I we beseecli you, as you value your soul, let God's 
invitations be no longer neglected. "Now is the day of 
salvation." "Him that cometh to Me," saith the Lord, "I 
will in no wise cast out." You cannot save yourself. Accept, 
then, God's message of pardon, which is still freely offered. 
Believe in Jesus, and then, God's happy forgiven child, your 
bright prospect will be to dwell for ever in that blessed abode 
which He bas prepared for all who love and serve Him. D.L.M.

IS GOD ABLE? 

"IS God able to save me?" was the question of one who 
was manifestly in the power of the great enemy. 

"Yes," I answered, "God is able to save you. That is a 
settled matter. But the question is, Are you willing to be
saved 7" This set things in a new light, and my enquirer 
had to look into himself for an answer to the question, Why 
was he not saved? Now, unsaved reader, God is willing 
you should be saved, so willing that He has given His Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life (John 3. I 6). He is so willing that you 
should be saved, that He has imposed no hard conditions.; 
He has fixed no price to be paid; He has appointed no time 
during which you must wait. You are invited to make the 
gift of eternal life yours, and the only condition is that you 
receive it. You are not asked to come although you are a 
sinner, but because you are a sinner, for it was to save the 
"lost 11 that Jesus came. You ask wlle,i may this �ift be 
yours. God answers, Now. "Come uow,'' He says (Isaiah 
I. 18). "Acquaint uow thyself with Him, and be at peace"
(Job 22. 21 ). u Behold, 110w is the accepted time." w. s.

t•---------------------------� 
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"SHOOT, IF YOU DARE." 

·�· • :, R. HODGI(INS, in the Anglo•American Maga•• ': zine, tells the following story to illuc;trate the
���.��"":·�·--:-· • . saying that "Blood is thicker than water."Haskins, an American sailor, when ashore ina Chilian port, drank too much and becamehilarious. A police officer, instead of warninghim not to make a noise in the street, drew his sword andknocked him down. The American got up and, as might havebeen expected, knocked the policeman down. In return he wasquickly tried, and condemned to be shot the following- day. 11r. Loring, the American Consul, expostulated with the au tho•rities, but they paid no attention, so he made a formal protestin the name of the United States Government against the barbarous act. Haskins was in the morning brought outpinioned to be shot. . . . As the British Consul was preparingto hoist the Union Jack, he saw the crowd in the fieldopposite where the execution of the American sailor, of whichhe had heard, was to tal�e place. Rushing over to theAmerican Consul, he said: "Loring, you are not going tolet I hem shoot that man?" ",vhat can l do?" he replied."I have protested against it. I can do no more." TheBritish Consul shouted, "Give me your flag ! " and in a tricethe Stars and Stripes were handed to him. Taking his ownUnion Jack in his hand, he hastened across the field, elbowedhis way through the crowd and soldiery, and running up tothe doomed man, folded the American flag around him andlaid the Union Jack over it. Standing a few paces back, hefaced the officers and soldiers, and shouted defiantly, "Now,
SHOOT, IF vou DARE!" The man was at once released. The incident serves to illustrate the condition of the unsavedunder the condemnation of God, and shows forth His pardon­ing mercy. Haskins, the American sailor, broke the laws ofChili, and was condemned to death. The ,vord of Godshows us that all who are not "born again," all who haveno,t accepted Christ as their Saviour, are under �ondemnation.The common belief is that no one is "condemned" until the"last day." The Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus, the JewishRabbi, "He that believeth on Him [Christ] is not condemned:but he that DELIEVETH NOT 1s CONDEMNED ALREADY, becausehe hath not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son ofCod" (John 3. 18). ,vhen a sinner is awakened from his spiritual slum her by the Holy Spirit the first thing he does isto try and reform or amend his ways. If in the past he has
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been irreligious, he begins to turn over new leaves on the pages 
of his life's history. If he has been indifferent and uncon­
cerned about spiritual matters, he prays, reads his Bible, and 
observes ordinances. In such efforts he fails to perceive that 
sentence is already passed and he is alr�ady under condem­
nation-not waiting for trial, but "condemned already." 

Haskins, when pinioned and brought from prison, was await­
ing the execution of the sentence. So are the unconverted. 
"He that believeth not is condemned already," says the Saviour 
of sinners, and it must therefore be true. If you tell God 
you purpose becoming a Christian in the future, you forget 
you are now under condemnation, and the.re is no use in 
asking for a new trial. '' Because sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons 
of men is fully set in them to do evil " (Eccles. 8. 11 ). Because 
God lengthens out the day of grace and does not execute the 
sentence by cutting sinners down in their sins, they presume 
on His compassion and neglect, reject, or despise His par­
doning mercy. 

There is a very important distinction between the American 
as condemned by the laws of Chili and God's condemnation of 
the sinner. Haskins was condemned because he broke the 
law of the land. Unbelievers are condemned not because 
they are more flagrant offenders than others j they are con­
demned because, though God at an infinite cost has provided 
deliverance for them, THEY WON'T BELIEVE ON HIM who paid 
the penalty with His precious Blood and died to save them 
from unending woe. "He that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the Name of the 
only begotten Son of God." Unbelief is the crowning sin 
of the sinner. It is, in fact, the parent of all sins, though 
in the eye of man it is treated as a trivial offence. In God's 
reckoning it is the worst of all sins. " He that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him " (John 3. 36). God's wrath eternally abides on all those 
who don't believe on Christ. 

The reader may say that he wishes he could believe, or he 
may affirm that he has "tried" to, but " cannot 11 believe, 
"What saith the Scripture? 11 "If we receive the witness 
[testimony] of men, the witness [testimony] of God is greater" 
( 1 John 5. 9). If that means anything, it means that it is easier 
to believe the testimony of God than the testimony of any 
human being. 1fan may be mistaken or deceived, but it is 
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impossible for God to be mistaken, and it is certain He can­
not lie. '' He that believeth not God hath made Him a liar" 
(1 John 5. 10). Surely you are not compelled to call God a 
liar! Get on your knees and tell God you "cannot believe" 
Him ! "Oh, no," you say, "I won't do that." Never again 
say that you "cannot '' believe. God's only way of escape for 
the sinner is through faith in the precious Blood of Christ. 
Jesus said," Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth lvly 
,vord, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto lire'' (John 5. ,.24). "'hy not believe 2P. .Him 
who loves you and gave Hiaiselt lor you, and· have everlasting 
life? (see John 3. 14-16; Acts 13. 38, 39). 

One cannot but admire the courage and pluck of the British 
Consul in making his way through the Chilian crowd and sol­
diers, wrapping the Stars and Stripes and Union Jack around 
the condemned sailor and challenging them to shoot if they 
dared. The reader who longs for deliverance from the penalty, 
pollution, and power of sin can obtain it as he reads these 
lines. The Lord Jesus by His atoning death has made it possible 
for God to be just and pardon the sinner who believes the 
Gospel (Rom. 3. 2 5, 26). His death has met all God's righteous 
claims, and now He presses on your acceptance salvation as 
a free gift. " He makes no hard conditions-

'Tis but believe and live." 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" 
(Acts 16. 31). "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that belitveth not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him " (John 3. 36). 

There was no danger of the sailor being shot when wrapped 
in the flags of the American and British nations. The Chilians 
knew better than fire. When the sinner believes on Christ he 
is "accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. 1. 6). He is pardoned, 
justified, saved, and will never perish (Acts 13. 38, 39 ; John 
6. 47 ; IO. 28).

,vm the reader accept of God's "great salvation''? Believe
in 1-Iim who "loved you and gave Himself for you.'' "Now the 
door is open, enter while you may.11 A pardon full, present, 
and free may be yours through believing on Christ, the sinner's 
Friend. 11 To you be it known tha.t Jesus alone 

Can save a poor sinoer from bell; 
His lire-blood was spill to save you from guilt­

The vilest He wur not repel." A. N. 
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THEN AND NOW. 
By HOWARD M. KKLLV1 

M.D., Professor, John Hopkins University, Baltimore, U.S.A. 

• •. • T is now twenty• seven years since I began my
�.�·� , • college life, a life which stretched out through

·' eight years of good, hard wor:k, four at the���� classics and four at medicine. During the
college period and after it, and again,
especially in these latter years as a teacher, I

bave always been most profoundly interested, as a student of
human nature and of medicine, in trying to find out what
ailed the world about me. Why is it, as I have grown older,
that I have come to find out that there. is so much misery
and unhappiness in the world? Why is it that each suc­
cessive generation o.f young men begin to run the life-race
that is set before them, full of vigour, of fine enthusiasm,
and with a determination to accomplish great things, and
then one by one, drop back into the same indifference, and
the same routine as was done by those who preceded them,
the fire and all the enthusiasm gone, content in the end to
make a good living and to take good care of themselves? 

I well recall my own class, as fine a lot of fellows as you
could wish to see, shouting, "'77 forever'' daily in the
assembly room until we were hoarse, and each one certain
beyond a peradventure that with our advent into the affairs
of the world, the �olden era was about to dawn. We each
knew individually that we ourselves were destined to do some
great deed, and we each looked, too, with secret admiration
upon his fellows, picturing in our minds the great future
which lay before each one. 

A quarter of a century has elapsed and what is the out­
come? Untimely death has claimed not a few of the dear
boys (boys ever in spite of the added years), and those of us
who survive have entered upon life•s duties, just as our
fathers did before us; good, faithful work has been done, but
we have failed to bring about those startling changes which
we had fondly hoped would make "'77" renowned forever,
and a sad little stone in the old college wall, commemorative
of ivy day, and a blighted ivy plant below it seem emblematic
of our shattered hopes. 

What is the reason of the failure? Or was it a failure after
all? Was it, then, impossible to realize those great aspirations
which thrilled us as we entered life's arena? These are the
questions to which I will now briefly address myself. 

I would say of my own life that I have both lost some•
thing and I have found something. I have lost that which
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I at first esteen1ed great, for I discovered, as I went on, that 
it was, after all, but a bubble, a glittering semblance of a 
jewel, evanescent and temporal (2 Cor. 4. 18). But wondrous 
to relate, I have found in its place something infinitely more 
precious, eternal, a possession which increases in value day 
by d�y, lending a reality and a value to life in all its relations 
far beyond all possible anticipation of all my early years. 

Let me look at my life a little more closely; what have I 
actually lost? I think the loss can be pretty well covered 
by one word which used to -figure largely in our college 
debates and chapel speeches, a word which covered the one 
great qualification in a man, which marked him out for 
success, and that word is "ambition." I remember well 
setting success in life before me as the one great desideratum, 
and anxiously analyzing its essential elements, which seemed 
to resolve themselves into ability, ambition, opportunity, 
health, and adding various adjuvant qualities, such as judg­
ment, memory, tact, etc. I found by God·s grace, as I went 
on, that this, after all, was but a selfish scheme of living, 
which even if I might attain my end, was possible only for a 
fortunate few; I saw, too, some who were just about to take 
their fill of the cup of ambition suddenly snatched away by 
an untimely death, while others with all the other qualifi­
cations, were restrained from grasping the prize by the hand 
of disease; others again (worst mockery of all), who gained 
all the world could offer in the way of fame or of wealth, 
remained, after al1, most miserable and dissatisfied with life. 

My first aim was, therefore, manifestly a false one. What 
was I then to do? Conclude that life was naught but a 
mockery? I thank God that when I found the emptiness 
of the aims of the world, I also found that He was not so 
sparing of His best gifts as I had begun to imagine. When 
I discovered that life and self were failures, I then found in 
Him more than heart could desire. Having no longer any 
good thing of my own, and now content to be as one of the 
servants in His house, I found instead that He had a glorious 
robe of righteousness of His own providing, and He was 
willing to set the very begg�rs who trusted Him among the 
princes at the gate (1 San1. 2. 8). The glorious grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which God in His great mercy bas 
offered, not to a forward intellectual few, but to all men every­
where, came as a blessed solace to one who found on all sides 
the vanity of setting the affections on the things of this world. 
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I would like to dwell on this noble theme, for I would that 
young men everywhere could only see that there is just one 
thing in the world that is worth making the object of our 
ambition, and that is to know, to love, and to serve God, and 
to know Him in the only way we can know anything.about 
Him, through His Son, Jesus Christ. Christ's service is not 
a theory of life, or a philosophy, but a life, a new birth (John 
3. 3), a new creation. Behold, old things are passed away,
and all things are made new (2 Cor. 5. 17). And this know­
ledge, which brings the peace the world knows nothing of,
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who calls
out and leads God's people in their earthly pilgrimage. The
great effective instrument of the Holy Spirit by which these
truths are authoritatively taught, is the inspired Word of
God. Satan is gaining great victories in these days by hold­
ing men back from a loving, searching study ·of the Bible.

My own daily life is as full as that of any man I know, but 
I found long since that as I allowed the pressure of pro­
fessional and other engagements to fill in every moment 
between rising and going to bed, the spirit would surely 
starve, so I made a rule which I have since stuck to in spite 
of many temptations, not to read or study anything but my 
Bible after the evening meal, and never to read any other 
book but the Bible on Sunday. I have found that faith 
in Jesus Christ is a wonderful foundation rock upon which 
stands a marvellous superstructure. I have found that tbe 
Holy Ghost is not an influence, but a real, living, active 
Person. I see wonderful truths relating to Christ in types 
and prophecies which I never dreamed of before, and " the 
blessed hope" bas a new meaning. The message of the 
Epistles I once thought full of hyperbo]e, now glow with 
meaning. And so I might go on, and so doubtless God, in 
His great grace and goodness, will lead us all on through' 
ages of eternity, beholding new glories and new graces in 
His Son. What more can I say to arrest the attention ot 
young men? Once my interest was in things which will pass 
away, now I am an actual "partaker of the divine nature" 
of Him who made all these things. What are they compar€d 
to Him? He is" the Way

1 
the Truth, and the Life." 

"rie that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and 
be that be1ieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3. 36). Have you 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you saved? 
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"He left the family board, and when the time came for his wife to go 
to the meeting, she waited for him. The children said: 

'Do you think father will go with us? ' " 



"A NEW YEAR AND A NEW LIFE." 

YOUNG English-woman married a man in the 
Government service. She loved her Church 
(the Church of Eng1and), and was regular in 
attendance; otherwise she was of the world, 
and did as the world did. Her husband was 
a light-hearted young man, who smoked, 

drank, and gambled, like other young men of his set. As the 
years went on, he was promoted in service, had large responsi­
bilities, but he became a hardened gambler and swearer-the 
leader of a circle who boasted that they could individually 
drink two bottles of whisky and be nothing the worse of it. 

As the husband went deeper into sin, his wife, through 
anxiety on his account, became deeply anxious about 
her soul, and as a lost, guilty sinner (Rom. 3. 9-19) cast 
herself and all her burdens on the Saviqur, and became a 
patient, tender wife, with one purpose-to bring her husband 
to Christ. For thirteen years she prayed with never­
failing faith that the Lord would convert her husband. 
Every Sunday she would ask him to accompany her to 
church, and he as often refused. He would sometimes say: 
"If you will go with me once to the theatre, the circus, the 
ball, or some other world} y place, I will go forty times to 
church with you." Her invariable reply was: "As 
much as I long to have you with me, I could not bring 
reproach on my Saviour by going once with you where He 
could not be.11 

A few years ago, on the last Sunday of the year, she 
repeated her invitation, when he laughingly said: "You 
have not converted me yet, old woman." She immediately 
threw her arms around his neck, and said: " No, and I 
never can ; but the Lord Jesus Christ can convert you,.

George,:' whilst she felt more and more cast upon the Lord 
risen from the dead and "able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by Him'� (Heb. 7. 25). From that 
time he became very uneasy, but more determined to resist 
his wife's entreaties. 

On New Year's Eve he went with some of his companions 
to dinner. After the dinner, he went home to take his usual 
New Year's presents to his wife and children. When be 
was distributing the gifts be found that for the first time 
since he was married he had forgotten o. present for his 
wife. He was utterly at a loss to account for this, and 
said to her : " I never forgot you before; now you may 
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ask what you like, and I will give it to you." She 
quietly and earnestly said: "Come with me to the watch­
meeting to-night-that wi11 be my present." " Oh, no,'' he 
said, " I cannot do that; ask for some present." But she 
,vas firm, and reminded him of his promise. 

He left the family board, and when the time came for 
his wife to go to the meeting, she waited for him. The 
children said: "Do you think father will go with us?" 
" Yes," she said ; " your father never broke a promise to 
me." He bad returned, and overhearing this remark, it 
made him feel very uneasy. When they started he went 
with them, to the great joy of his wife. At th.e church 
door he turned and left .them, intending to go back to his 
companions and cards, but something impelled him to 
return to his home. 

There were pictures hanging on his walls, pictures 
he had often reversed; but now, before :µe could do so, 
his eye fell on a representation of Christ on the Cross. 
It attracted him, it smote him to the heart. The words 
which his devoted wife had so often read in his hearing 
came fresh to his memory: "He is despised and rejected 
of men; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and we hid as it were our faces from Him. . . . But 
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace wa5 upon 
I--Iim; and with His stripes we are healed'' (Isa 53. 3-5). The 
past, with a wasted life; the future, with an awful eternity, 
rolled in Jike billows on his soul. Here in this One who 
was despised, rejected, ,vounded, bruised, appeared the only 
hope of true peace now and true joy hereafter. 

He looked and looked until it seemed to him as if it were 
Christ Himself banging on the <:ross, and He s�d, to him 
" I DIE FOR THEE.'' "For n-te, Lord 1" the wondering man 
replied, and then and there, in soul agony, he called on 
the Saviour to save hin1, to put away from him forever the 
taste for liquor and the desire for all sin. Like "the chief 
of sinners" he "fell to the earth" ( Acts g. 4), and upon his 
knees in his own house, with no one near but God, he 
acknowledged his "manifold transgressions and 111ighty 
sins" (Amos 5. I 2 ), accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as His 
own and only Saviour. He believed on Him "who ,vas 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification" (Rom. 4. 25), and rose from his knees a free 
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man, with Christ as his Saviour and his almighty Deliverer.
He went directly to the meeting, and startled the midnight
service by crying out, "Praise God, I am saved l"

That very night he wrote cheques paying off all his
gambling debts, and ceased playing cards. He never tasted
liquor again, and he who had smoked twenty cigars a
day never smoked another. His deliverance was complete.
The Gospel demonstrated itself in his case, as in the
case of myriads more, to be "tlie power of God unto
salvation" (Rom. 1. 16), from sin, lusts, passions, and Satan�

On that memorable New-Year's Eve, the occasion of his
new birth, be went to his old companions and told them
what the Lord Jesus had done for him. They thought he
was joking, and laughed at him. They tempted him to their
utmost to drink with them, and when he was firm they
emptied their glasses over him, and he walked out wet with
the liquor, and they followed him home with ribald songs
and jeers. And now he who had been a slave of Satan,
and a leader in sin, ha£ a new Master that has rescued him,
and his whole soul is fille<l with love and devotion to Him.
From day to day he preaches in halls, on the street, every­
where, telling of the love and power of Jesus to save.
Eight out of twenty boon companions have been saved.

We wish we could tell all that this intensely earnest man
is doing for the Lord /esus Christ, but suffice it to say that
hardened men, as wel as little children, are being brought
in numbers to the Saviour. Surely if God can save a
drinking, swearing, smoking, gambling sinner of the deepest
dye, and make him a '� new creature " in Christ, he
can save any one! Burdened, weary, sin-sick soul,
"Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
the world" (John 1. 29). Gaze on the Man of Sorrows
dying, crushed beneath the load of the wrath and curse of
God. Believe on Him as your own personal Saviour, and
say, "He was wounded for my transgressions, He was
bruised for my iniquities; the chastisement of my peace was
upon Him ; and with His stripes I am healed" (Isaiah 53. 5).
Then as another trophy of grace go forth and tell what
great things the Lord has done for your soul.

Don't de]ay the settling of the great question-Where
shall I spend eternity? Time is flying. The day of
reckoning is nearing. Why not now believe on Christ and
obtain eternal life? P. G.
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A RUSSIAN EXILE'S STORY. 

: ·/� ·�· • :, URJNG a visit to Switzerland in the summer
• .,..E , ,< •. • ': of 1904 1 met an earnest evangelist, a•• � : • • • • .· Russian exile, of the name of SEMBAT 

•. .�i· . • BAGDASARJANZ, or, as he is familiarly called,: -· ;.:;--�. • "Sembat!' M. Sembat was ·born in Tiflis, and wasbrought up in the Armenian Church. It is somewhat akin tothe Greek Church, which is the Russian State Church. Upto his twenty-first year M. Sembat was in total darkness ofsoul. He had not the slightest idea of the way of salvation.He knew he bad to meet a holy God, and was well a wareof the fact that be was utterly unprepared for such a meeting.The Armenian priests spoke a great deal about the horrorsof bell and the certainty of punishment. Sembat becamecompletely terrorised. To drown his convictions, he tookto drink and became a slave .to the intoxicating cup.. Con­scious that he was bound band and foot by the arch-enemyof souls, he struggled to obtain his freedom. Again andagain be tried to ab�tain from drink, but was utterly
unsuccessful. As he thought of death, judgment, and. eternity, he trembled. Again and again be vowed to Godthat be would give up sinning. He performed penance byscourging his naked body. He fasted and prayed to theVirgin Mary and to saints, but his efforts to save himselfwere fruitless. Oftentimes he obtained absolution from thepriests, out his conscience was never satisfied, and hewas overwhelmed with horror at the prospect of beingconsigned to "everlasting burnings." At last he became sotortured with agonising fears that he re�olved on committingsuicide, but God prevented him committing the terrible deed.Has the reader ever seen himself to be a guilty sinner?If not, you are even now exposed to condemnation anddeath (John 3. 18). "It is appointed unto men once to die,but after this the judgment" (Heb. 9. 27). A holy and justGod will, if you refuse to accept of His pardoning mercy,deal with you in strict justice. Well might the Psalmistexclaim: "If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 0Lord, who shall stand?" {Psa. 130. 3). Every sin you havecommitted in thought, word, and deed is written down inGod's "Book of Remembrance.'' If not blotted out, throughfaith in the finished work of Christ, they will be brought upagainst you at the great day of reckoning. "God shallbring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
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whether it be good or whether it be evil (Eccles 12. r 4). 
One day Sembat received a Gospel tract, being part cf a 

parcel sent by the late Colonel PashkoIT (a Russian exile) 
to a Stun dist neigh hour. The tract proved a messenger of 
God to Sembat. He read the Gospel message with intense 

RJl:lfllAT n \ODAAATlJA'.'-.7., 

interest and delight. It was a revelation to him of the love 
of God. For the first time in his life he discovered that IN

SPl'fE or u1s COUNTLESS SINS Goo LOVBD HtM. This wns

indeed wonderful news. Did God really love him r There 
was nothing lovely in his character or ways; yet the Almighty 
God, tbe God of holiness nod justice, actunlly loved him I 



A Rtissia,i Exile's Story. 

As Sembat continued reading the tract the scales by which 
Satan bad blinded his eyes were removed, and he saw that 
'' God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life'' (John 3. 16 ). God actually loved 
him. He so loved him-being one of the "world "-that He 
gave His only begotten Son to die on Calvary's cross as a 
sacrifice for sin, and by believing on Chr:ist, God's holy 
vVord declared that he would not perish, but have everlasting 
life. Speaking to the writer in a Swiss chalet overlooking 
the Alps, he said: "I KNEW THAT CHRIST DIED FOR ALL, 
BUT I THEN DISCOVERED THAT HE DIED FOR ME." 

�I any, like Sem bat, are in the same position. Though 
conscious of being guilty and wretched, they try by their 
own fancied "good works" to secure the pardoning mercy 
of God. They know that Christ died for "sinners," and 
that salvation is obtained through faith in His precious 
Blood. But they don't understand what His death has 
accomplished. They believe that it w:as necessary for Christ 
to die for sin, but they have not yet learned that His death 
is sufficient. They say they believe that Christ died for 
"sinners," for the "world," but they do not believe that 
Christ died for them. Believing that Chri�t died for others 
won't save me. Until I knew that Christ d£ed for me I was 
afraid of meeting God. When, by faith, I saw Him 
suffering in my room and stead, I obtained peace with God. 

When Sembat came to a knowledge of the truth, out of a 
full heart the young convert spoke to his friends and neigh­
bours of the soul-saving truth of the Gospel. The priest 
tried to stop him, but failed. Some Christians who took an 
interest in him sent him to a tnissionary institution in Ger­
many. After his return he removed to the Crimea and 
laboured among the Stundists. Subsequently be evangelised 
in Finland, Armenia, and Bessarabia. Eventually the 
Russian Government sentenced him to five years' transporta­
tion in the Caucasus for preaching the Gospel of the grnce 
God. I-Iis wife and two children died there. On the expiry 
of bi� term of transportation the Greek Church authorities, 
fearing that if he were set free he would preach ns formerly, 
without formal trial sentenced hin1 to other five years' exile. 
Ultimately be escaped to Roumania, nnd since then he bns 
laboured in many pnrts. Rest not till, liko Sembnt, you 
ca.n say, "I-h1 DIED FOR ME." A. M.



THE UNIVERSITY STUDENT'S DISCOVERY; 

OR, "IF GOD LAID ON CHRIST THE INIQUITY OF 'US ALL,' 

MY SINS fllUST HAVE DEEN ON HIM." 

The students remained l>ohind. One or lhem b mg a kr<l if he wa 
saved, "Oh. yes," he replied: "ob, yes, we nro nll n, tl hero '' 
"No." s.:ud thc'cvnngclist, "all nre not snve<l: onl\· lho "ho h, 
accepted Christ a.s their Sm·iour nre snvcd '' 



l"HE UNIVERSITY STUDENT'S DISCOVERY.

: .•··= T a time of deep and wide-spread religious 
:• ' . : , :. El : awakening in the \Vest of Scotland a student • •': • of Glasgow University paid a visit to 

home of a fellow-student who resided ha a 
town a short distance from Glasgow. Hear­
ing that �pecial services were being held by 

two evangelists in a church in the neighbourhood, tbe 
young men agreed to attend one of the meetings. On 
reaching the place they found it filled with an eager and 
attentive audience. Though the preachers were plain, simple 
men, they told out the gospel with freshness and power. 
At the close of the preaching an "after-meeting" was

announced, and opportunity was given for personal conver­
sation.. Tbe students remained behind. One of them being 
asked if he was saved, " Oh, yes," he replied ; "oh, yes, 
we are all saved here." "No;' said the evangelist, "all 
are not saved; only those who have accepted Christ as 
their Saviour are saved." After· further conversation t::ie

student was asked why be attended the meeting, to which 
he replied that be was there to have some fun. 

"The Word of God is quick (living), and powerful, and 
sharper than a·ny two-edged sword" (Heb. 4. 12), and it 
proved so in this case. When alone in his room he thought 
on bis conduct. He knew that he had told a lie to tne 
gospel preacher. He was not "saved,'' and called as he 
was into God's presence, he would be lo·st eternally. As he

contemplated the past and the future, his sin and folly, his 
gui't and obstinacy, became more dreadful in his eyes, aad 
be longed for deliverance. " What must I do to be saved?" 
was the cry of his soul. Though knowing something �,f 
classics and other subjects, he was very ignorant of the 
Gospel. Though a "Profestaat," professing to accept the 
doctrin,e of justification by faith alo11e, he had not the re­
motest idea that forgivene,s could be obtained by simply 
beliedng on Cb rist. Yet God declares that '' To him that 
worketh not. but believeth on IIim that justifieth the un­
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness'' (Rom. 4. 5). 

Next night he was back at the meeting without a.ny 
thought of " fun." One of the evangelists took for his text 
the well-known scripture: "All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we h�ve turn�d every ?ne. to bis own wny; nnd tho
Lord hath laHJ on Hun tho 1mqutty of us nil'' (Isa. 53. l>). 
On reading tho verso he rrpentt'd slowly tho first clause, 
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"ALL WE LIKE SHEEP HAVE GONE ASTRAY," and then asked, 
" ls this true? ,, The "anxious inquirer,, inwardly re­
sponded, "It is too true.'' The second part was then 
repeated: "'l'.7E HAVE TURNED EVERY ONE TO HIS OWN WAY," 
and the preacher inquired if that portion was true. " Yes, 
it is,' 1 mentally ejaculated the student. As the gospeller 
approached the last clause of tbe verse he paused for a 
moment, and then, slowly reading the precious sentence, 
"AND THE LORD HATH LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY OF US ALL," 

A QUIET NOOK IN 'KEt..VINOROVE PARK, ADJOINll'IO OLASOOW UNIVRR811 Y. 

asked, " Is that true ? " Quicker than the twinkling of an 
eye the light of the Gospd shone into the student's soul, 
and he said to himself: " If God laid on Christ the iniquity 
of' us all,' my sin must have been on Him." There and 
then be rested on Christ and His finished work. 1-Ie no 
longer thought of laying liis sins 011 Jestis, seeing that God, 
who knew them, laid them on Him, and, believing, he was 
free. Passages of scripture which had formerly appenred 
dark and difficu)t were now clear and simple. " Henven's 
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easy, artless, unencumbered plan" of salvation was laid 
hold of. He saw that Christ by His death had made full 
atonement for sin, and on the ground of His sacrificial 
work God could be a just God and the Justifier of all who 
believe on Jesus (Rom. 3. 26). 

Joy and peace filled the young convert's heart, and before 
the conclusion of the service he asked liberty to give his 
testimony. Permission being granted, he told the people 
that he desired to speak for two reasons : ( 1) Because God 
had saved him as he sat in the church that night, and told 
how it took place; and (2) he purposed leaving for Glasgow 
next morning, and might not have another opportunity of , 
witnessing for the Lord Jesus, and c1osed with an appeal 
to the unsaved to accept of Christ as their Saviour. His brief, 
pointed words produced a deep impression on the audience. 

If you are unsaved, and desire to obtain peace with God, 
the same truth that was blessed to the young Scotsman is 
fitted to do the same for you. Go in at the first part of 
Isaiah 53. 6, and go out at the other end of it, and you will 
cease trying to be saved through your efforts. The "sin 
question'' was eternally settled at Calvary by the Lord 
Jesus. Believe, then, on Him who did it all and paid it all, 
and eternal life is yours (John 5. 24). A. M.

A "CHANCE" MEETING. 

T
HE Saturday-night Gospel meeting- was going on in

the open-air in the town. Two men with their wives 
were passing on their way to do the evening's shopping. 
They had no intention of going to a Gospel meetin&", but 
by one of those strange "chances," as they are called, from 
which often hang the issues of eternity, they found a Gospel 
meeting right in their way. They resolved to stand still 
and hear what the preacher was saying. The ,vord was 
with power. Both the men and their wives were arrested 
on the spot. They came to the inside meeting to hear more 
about Jesus; and all four were converted to God. That's 
many years ago now. Yet the whole of that little co1npnny 
are still alive, and rejoicing in the saving power of Christ. 
1\-I y unsaved friend, be thankful if you stutnble upon a 
Gospel meeting. The preacher may have n n1cssn�e fron1 
heaven to thee. The day is coming when there shnll bo no 
Gospel n1ootin�s. Tho recor<l shnll be closod. Tho door 
sh,111 bo shut. fhon wbnt of thy soul for Eternity? w. s. 
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