























































































































WORDS IN SEASON 95

GIVING MADE EASY

F I WERE to call what I am about to read a recipe — some-
thing worth knowing and proving — I might call that
recipe “Giving made easy.” Let us hear it in the words of

the Apostle Paul to tke Corinthians: ‘‘Now concerning the col-
lection for the caints, as I have given order to the churches of
Galatia, so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one
of you lay by him in store, as God has prospered him, that there
be no gatherings (collections) when I come.” 1 Cor. 16:1, 2.
These are standing orders for the Church of God. “As I gave
orders to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.”

This laying by in store each day of the week, ‘“‘as God
has prospered,’’ is the practical carrying out of the exhorta-
tion in the Proverbs: “Honor the Lord with thy substance”
thine increase:so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and
(not with the lips only), ‘““and with the firstfruits of all
thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”” Prov. 3:9.

God claims the firstfruits, and when they were withheld,
He asks by Malachi, “Will a man rob God?” ‘‘Yet,”” He
adds, ‘‘ye have robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings.” Then, instead of
the blessing, comes the curse. But the command is repeated:
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in Mine house, and prove Me now herewith,
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall
not be room enough to receive it.”” Now, though we do
not take this in the letter, for ourselves, we may learn
from it the mind of God.

The order as given in 1 Cor. 16 may be carried out to
the letter, if the wages are received weekly, or at any
such stated times—and as God has prosipered, a portion
yielded by the willing heart, may be laid aside for Him.
But, if God provides for us in any other way. the spirit
of the order may be observed, and, according to the income,
from whatever source, let the tithe be set aside. I do not
mean literally the tenth—you may give a fifth if you
like—but let God be honored with the firstfruits! “Giving”
will then be made easy. There will be no such questions
as, What can I afford? What shall I give? or, Can I part
with my money? No; there it is already. When a call
comes from God, whether at my door or from afar from
China, India, Spain, or any other country, it can be at
once responded to. With much entreaty you say, ‘I beseech
you take it” 2 Cor. 8:4. “It is laid aside, waiting for the
Lord’s call. You will oblige me by carrying out God’s
purposes.” How perfectly easy is such giving!

Now the word is to each one—“Let every one of you”;
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and I suppose not one of us is poorer than that poor
widow who gave her all. ‘It is accepted,” remember,
‘‘according to that a man hath.”” Beloved friends, when the
sacrifice first called for is made, in response to the greater
sacrifice made for us, it becomes an easy thing to give.
When we have yielded our whole selves to the Lord, I
suppose we have made no reserve as to our possessions,
and surely the firstfruits of gold and silver is not too much
for our God. How often we sing:—

‘“Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my heart, my life, my all!”’

Beloved friends, if Paul’s advice, or, rather, his com-
mandment, were only heeded, I believe God’s treasury
would be groaning under the accumulated weight, and we
should have to entreat the servants of God to take
God’s own property and use it for His own work!

Thos. Newberry
(Although this was written many years ago and much
change has taken place in assemblies, yet we thank God that
there are assemblies, and individuals today, who know the
“blessedness’’ of this sort of ‘‘giving’’ and both ‘‘at home' and
“in the assembly” there is that ‘‘storehouse’’ which never runs
dry. May God bless His people in this happy exercise—Editor).

THREE FOUNDATIONS

The foundation of the Temple was laid on a rock, remark-
able as having been a place where a substitute had been pro-
vided by God (Gen. 22); where the sword of judgment and
justice had been sheathed; and where the atonement had
been made (I Chronicles 21). The silver sockets of the Taber-
nacle proclaimed the same truths. And it will be found that
God has laid the beams of His chambers of glory above, in the
deep waters of death, which rolled over the soul of His blessed
Son, the Lamb of God; the Rock laid as a foundation.

Redemption is the basis on which God builds the new
heavens and the new earth. The precious value of the blood
of Christ will be made manifest in every part of the new
creation. All will tell out the costliness of the price that has
been paid: and the very dwelling place of the Most High,
heaven itself, owes its stability to the ransom money that
has been provided for the redemption of each individual saint.

The unspeakable value of the cross will be proclaimed
throughout eternity, from every part, from every glorious
feature of the new creation, as well as from every inhabitant
of the heavenly city. The kingdom that cannot be moved, de-
rives its stability and firmness from the foundation on which
it rests. H. W. Soltau.
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GATHERINGS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Psa. 50:5; Num. 21:16; Deut. 4:10; Neh. Ch. 8.

The word of the apostle of the gentiles is, ‘“Whatsoever
things were written aforetime, were written for our learn-
ing.” Again he wrote of the old testament; ‘‘These hap-
pened for ensamples to us.”” Thus, we have a true sense
of rightness in our references to the old testament that
we }rlnay be helped to an understanding of new testament
truth!

The people of Israel were a permanently ‘‘gathered out”
people! The word regarding them was, ‘‘“The people shall
dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations,”
Num. 23:9. They were redeemed by blood from death in
Egypt and delivered by power from Egypt and from Egypt’s
dominion and Pharaoh’s power! who would never go back
to Egypt by way of the Red Sea again! If they ever went
back, it would not be in God’s way but by a way of their
own devising and choosing; so they were warned in these
words, ‘“Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help.”

This permanently gathered people, however, had differ-
ent gatherings together, ‘‘Holy convocations’’ they were
called. Gatherings together for disciplining or discipling
at the hand of God as in Psalm 50; and for cleansing and
refreshing as in Numbers 21:16; or for instruction and
learning, for the developing of reverence and godly fear,
to teach them, that in turn they might teach others, even
their children, as in Deut. 4:10.

Is this not very much like the church universal; a perma-
nently separated thing outside the camp of Judaism on the
one hand, separate from the temple of idols on the other,
permanently so, indeed for ever so, in its universal and
never ending calling? And in its local character, having
its holy convocations; holy comings together, in its regular
prayer and ministry meetings and in its special gatherings
in what we call “conferences”! These comings together
that we might betimes be disciplined and surely we need
to be chastened or disciplined as the word used really is.
Pruned, like fruitful trees, that we might bring forth more
fruit, and fruit of a permanent character, fruit that will
remain as in John 15:16; or perhaps of a preventive char-
acter, that we might be restrained from self will, self
choosing and self pleasing! Learning to live not unto our-
selves but unto Him who died for us and rose again as
in 2 Cor. 5:14, 15. Or again punitive discipline, that
we might be remonstrated with and rebuked, and put to a
true sense of contrition, and restored to the paths of right-
eousness!—Holy comings together; not gatherings of a dou-
ble character!

David L. Roy
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

QUESTION: It has been brought to our attention that some Chris-
tians are attending public suppers sponsored by denominations. What
about this?

ANSWER: The ‘“eating at the same table’ thus is definitely a
mark of ‘‘fellowship’' and, inasmuch as the sectarian connection is very
definite in such a case, there would ke no difference between eating
thus with them and attending their religious services. It would be de-
cidedly wrong for a Christian in fellowship in an assembly of God which
professes separation from such sectarianism to go in for this sort of
thing. To say the least, it is a stumbling block to other Christians and
Romans 14:21 would be enough for anyone who is subject to the Word
of God. We fear those who do this are neither ‘‘subject” thus, nor
“spiritual”’ and they should be spoken to by the elders of the assembly
regarding their wrong associations which are bringing the assembly into
disrepute.

QUESTION: Is it in order for brethren to meet from time to time,
as elders in an assembly, say monthly or bi-monthly, for the considera-
tion of the state of the assembly and to take up matters which arise
and need looking into?

ANSWER: This is definitely a scriptural procedure—cp. Acts 15:6
and no well ordered assembly can continue in a scriptural order without
this. The idea of a ‘‘general meeting’’ where all and sundry are per-
mitted to give their opinion and advice, whether elders or not, whether
young or older, is entirely wrong. Only confusion and disorder can result
in any assembly from this. Note how the apostle addresses the ‘‘elders’
when he writes his epistles—cp. Phil. 1:1. There he definitely makes a
difference between the saints generally and the overseers and elders.
When he writes the pastoral epistles he gives very definite instruction
as to the qualifications of such writing to Timothy and Titus. In Acts
20:17, he calls for the elders of the church at Ephesus to meet with
him etc., etc.

There are always matters which must be taken up, more or less in
private by such elders, prayed over, considered in the light of the
scriptures, and then when decisions are reached, such announcement
can be made to the assembly regarding such decisions and if there has
been a scriptural approach to the matter, it is the privilege and re-
sponsibility of all the saints to fall in line with the judgment of their
elder brethren and submit to the Word of God relative thereto.

We are living in days when there is much insubjection and the
spirit of Laodicea is so manifest everywhere, i.e. ‘‘the people's rights”
and many wish to force their wills even upon elder brethren who have
the fear of God about them and, if they cannot do it publicly, they
work underhandedly to the marring and hurting of the assembly of God.
Let all such take good heed to the words of the Spirit of God in 1 Cor.
3:17 which apply to the assembly of God as a ‘“‘temple of God,” *“If
any man defile (mar) the temple of God, him shall God mar.”” Many a
man carries this mark of ‘“marring the assembly of God' throughout
his life because he could not curb his tongue or temper or will. May
God preserve His own from all such.

QUESTION: Should the bread and cup be covered after it has been
partaken of, or left uncovered until the end of the meeting?

ANSWER: There is no suggestion of a ‘‘covering” at all in the
“‘upper room’’ and during the meeting, it would certainly seem in order
for both to be uncovered. However, covering it with a napkin or cloth
after it has been partaken of, would not be serious. We see no point,
however, in having to do this.
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QUESTION: If a person has been brought under the discipline of the
assembly for any of the sins outlined in 1 Cor. 5: 9, 13, must one abstain
from ALL eating and drinking with them at the same table? Could a
preacher receive practical fellowship from such during the time of their
being under such discipline?

ANSWER: To eat and drink with such is directly against the Word
of God and no instructed or spiritual person understanding God's Word
and wishing to be subject to it, would even consider such a thing—the
Word expressly forbids it in 1 Cor. 5: 11. There could be an exception
to this social eating in the case of a family where one member of a
household had been brought under discipline. The family could still
function as a family in their own household, though there would be cer-
tain restraints; yet there could be no inviting of Christians and others
to that home to eat with persons under discipline. These are very im-
portant things to consider to bring about the ultimate restoration of the
individual and those who do not obey the Word thus, are hindering the
work of God in the souls of the erring one or ones. We have written
of this before but we emphasize it once more.

The second part of the question concerns the receiving of practical
fellowship in the way of money etc., from such an individual under
discipline. This would be entirely out of order and the preacher should
refuse such until such time as the restoration is effected. Money is not
the most important thing in a preacher’s life—his willingness to submit
to the Word of God would certainly hinder him from receiving such.
There may be preachers whom money can buy but let us remember . . .
He who is worthwhile cannot be bought . . . he who can be bought is
not worth buying.

The divine order is very important in all assembly matters otherwise
the pattern shall be entirely lost when discipline after a godly sort is
dispensed with. This caused Israel's downfall and the Church's downfall
in its early stages . . . i.e. the lack of godly discipline against evil
practice and teaching.

QUESTION: Is the book of Hebrews addressed to the saved or the
unsaved?

ANSWER: The Epistle is addressed to ‘‘Hebrews''—the meaning of
this term being ‘‘passers-over’’ i.e. passing over from one dispensation
to an entirely different one—it includes messages which delineate true
believers, also mere professors who profess to be Hebrews but are not
in reality. For instance, in Hebrews 6, we have the expression . . . *‘Let
us go on unto perfection, or full growth.”” The proof of the profession
is in the ‘‘going on’’ and not ‘‘turning back’’ to the Judaism of which
it speaks, or traditional religion. In Hebrews 6:4, 8 we have the apostate
brought before us, those who had been enlightened etc., gone on a certain
length but they apostatize . . . ‘“whose end is to be burned.’” v. 8. Note
in verse 9 . . . “But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you.”

Note again in chapter 10:25. . . ““Not abandoning the assembling of
yourselves together.”’ It is the abandoning of a divine position to go back
into the traditions from which they, professedly, had been delivered.
In this case again, they are not saved but unsaved and apostate persons.
In rejecting the true sacrifice of Christ, there is no more sacrifice
for sins, such do despite to the Spirit of grace, v. 29

Also note chapter 4:1 . . . “any of you should seem to have come
short of it."”” Paul uses the warning again and again, seemingly addressed
to those who come under the category of Hebrews but, in reality, never
go on or enter into rest, ch. 3:19. Unbelief shuts anyone out of God's
rest in Christ. The Epistle is for true Hebrews (passers-over) and for
true Christians today who have seen in Christ the end of all ‘‘sacerdot-
alism'’ but it has definite warning against mere profession,
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS

From Italy—I would like to receive again your Magazine, through
which I have been so edified . . . A Christian nurse.

From Australia—We continue to value W. I. S. very much and always
receive much encouragement from its ministry. Go on in this good work
for it is surely helping to strengthen the things that remain. I have been
in Tasmania lately and before long hope to visit the eastern parts, if the
Lord will. We continue to be much before God as to the future pathway—
we long to be back in India. H. T. Kimber

From Texas—Am happy to be gathered to His Name alone, the
material in your monthly savors of the things of God—Jer. 48:10, 11:
Isaiah 11:3: S of S 1:3 . . . A former Baptist preacher.

From Manitoba—How rapidly things are moving in the world, all
pointing to the soon return of the Lord. Thank God for the firm founda-
tion that is laid for our faith in His excellent Word. We appreciate
scriptural ministry and truths in these days of departure—may the Lord
preserve us to the end.

From Detroit—As we move among the saints we soon discern the
trend of forsaking the ‘‘old paths'’ and the preachers especially, who are
trying to ‘‘preach them away.’’ I have several copies of W. 1. S. of 1934
and 1936. I pass them out and ask the readers to compare with the 1959
copies. There is the same line of ministry, same evangelists but different
editors . . . So the Word hasn’t changed but we have changed through
the pressure of the times and the preaching from some platforms. We
know there will always be scriptural assemblies and men who will “‘hold
fast''—we do pray that such shall continue well and keep close to the
Lord and be strong in Him, not fearing to speak the Word that He gives.

From British Columbia—We are always glad for the Gospel mes-
sage. It should surely speak to young people who are acquainted with
W. 1. S. and are not yet saved. The days are short, but the night will
be long for them, if not saved.

From Florida—May the Lord continue to give strength and courage
to carry on the faithful, wholesome ministry . . . Heb. 10:32 . . . Call
to remembrance the former days.

From New Zealand—Much appreciate the ministry therein. How sad
that so few, comparatively, enjoy such truths today, seeking rather for
the leeks, garlic etc., of the life which they profess to have been saved
from. Yet we would not judge them harshly, remembering that we, our-
selves, would ofttimes be, but for the Lord’s help. How good He has
been, not only to save us from the due reward of our deeds, but to
encourage in us a desire for that which is of Himself.

From Missouri—It has been a thrill to read it. Many times I have
been low in spirit and began reading one of the magazines and my
spirit was refreshed.

From Malaya—Just a word of encouragement to yourself and those
who regularly contribute articles to this magazine. I am enjoying every
issue of all articles contained therein and find much help to continue
taking the path of separation unto the Lord. There are very few believers
here who desire the ‘‘old paths’ and, as a result, there is the com-
promising with denominations.
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