
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































142 WORDS IN SEASON

“I MISSED IT”

NUMBER of years ago, on a snowy day, I called
at a little farm home on the edge of a small town
in Ontario What had, at one time, been a prosper-

ous lumbering district was now almost deserted and a
number of houses, long vacated, stood here and there in
a rough arrangement of streets.

Knocking on the door a faint voice invited me in. In a
bedroom a man lay in the last stages of a dreadful disease.
He assured me he had not long to live and willingly gave
permission toc read the Bible and pray with him.

Believing that here lay a soul on the very brink of
eternity, with no knowledge whatever of God’s great salva-
tion, I scarcelv knew where to begin. Looking to the Lord
for help the story of my own conversion led to further con-
versation and as some well-known verses were quoted he
nodded his head and, to my surprise, quoted them with me.

Raising himself on his elbow he pointed to a stone
foundation across the road where once a house had stood
and he said . . . ‘“On that spot, forty years ago, a man by
the name of J. C. Beattie preached the Gospel for many
weeks. This was a wicked town and few had any thought
of attending the meetings. The preacher was ridiculed and
some threatened to drive him out but, gradually, more and
more of the men went to hear him. There were five broth-
ers, the worst in town, who went to break up the meeting
but they stayed to listen to the Gospel. All five were con-
vered and we saw the great change in their lives. Others
were saved but the meetings ended and I missed it. I should
have been saved then, but (and his voice broke as he
repeated) I MISSED IT.

I assured him that God was long suffering, not willing
that any should perish and though he had long rejected the
Saviour, God was ready at that moment to save him.
Many Scriptures were read but he seemed unable, or un-
willing, to take anything in. Leaving him with a heavy
heart I promised to return and visit him the next day.
Farly the next morning, however, he slipped away into
eternity without a word of having trusted Christ.

His words remain with me yet . . . “I missed it.”
In Prov. 8:35 we read . . . ““For whoso findeth me findeth
life and shall obtain favour of the Lord but he that (misseth
me) sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they
that hate me love death.”

Perhaps to you, dear reader! God hath spoken once,
yea twice, but as yet you have not perceived His voice and
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have rejected His overtures of mercy. If you miss the
time of your visitation now, and miss being saved by that
blessed One Who hung on dark Calvary’s tree for your
salvation, you will miss heaven in the end. However, be
mercilessly sure of this, you shall NOT escape the judg-

ment of God.
“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation.”

Hebrews 2:3.
Norman Crawford.

SPOILED FOR GOOD SOCIETY

““Your new religion has spoiled you, Mary. You will
never shine in good society now,” said a worldly lady to
her niece, who had been saved a few months before, and
who was manifesting the new life in a walk becoming the
Gospel of Christ. “I am seeking grace to shine as a light
for God in the midst of a dark and evil world, aunt, and
I'll get into good society very soon—the society of saints
and angels—in my Father’s house on high,”’” was the answer
she gave. Yes, Christ spoils those, who receive Him as
Saviour and Lord, for the world’s ‘‘society.” There was
no room in ‘‘society’”’ for Christ, nor will there be for
His followers.

THE FATHERS IN A PAST DAY
“By faith he (Abraham) sojourned in the land of prom-
ise, as in a strange country, dwelling IN TABERNACLES
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise. For he looked for a city which hath foundations,

whose builder and maker is God.” Hebrews 11:9, 10.
AT A LATER DATE
“Ye that put far away the evil day . . . that lie upon

beds of ivory, (and abound with superfluities—marginal
reading) and eat the lambs out of the flock and the calves
. . . that chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to them-
selves instruments of musick . . . that drink wine in bowls
and anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they
are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph (the Nazerite,
or the separated one) . . . The Lord God hath sworn by
Himself, saith the Lord God o hosts, I abhor the excellency
of Jacob, and HATE HIS PALACES: therefore will I de-
liver up the city with all that is therein.” Amos 6:3, 8.
IN A FUTURE DAY

“I that am the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt
will yet make thee to DWELL IN TABERNACLES, as in
the days of the SOLEMN FEAST.” Hosea 12:9.

L. C. G.
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SPEAK .. . AS THE ORACLES OF GOD
1 Peter 4:11

WM. H. FERGUSON

HE WORDS of 1 Peter 4:10, 11 should be seriously
studied by us today. According to the thought here,
the grace of God is ‘‘manifold”’ as in v. 10. But, if

anyone takes it upon him to speak the message of God,
certainly it ought tc be ‘‘as the oracles of God.” To do
otherwise is just ‘“beating the air’’ and filling in time. The
time is short, the days are difficult and there seems to be
a decided need for definite messages from God to meet
the present need.

Much of the ministry of today is mere repetition,
sermonizing and of very doubtful value in relation to the
need of God’s people. There seems to be a thought on the
part of some that ‘“‘anything’” will do as long as one is
supposed to be ‘“out in the work” regardless of the fact
that the ministry may be mediocre, a mere repetition of
an old sermon ‘‘dressed up’’ a little and prefaced with the
time-worn statement . . . “I have not spoken on this be-
fore.” If a man has a message from God he does not need
to make such a statement and if he really thought of those
in the audience who know better, he would not make it,
for they have heard it before, sometimes many times be-
fore. One does not object to hearing afresh a former word,
spoken in power, if it is timely and fitting and there are
many portions of the Word of God which, generally speak-
ing, are good and helpful to be repeated, but it is this
constant repetition of time-worn sermonizing that seems to
be entirely unnecessary.

TOO LITTLE BIBLE READING

It is quite evident that many are not devoting the prop-
er time to the reading of the Holy Scriptures, with con-
sequent study and meditation.There is too much time spent
on needless running too and fro, burning up gasoline, on
professed service which, if analyzed, would prove to be
the merest lip-service without any real work for God being
done in it. We need more Bible students of the right caliber,
men like the older men of God of old who knew what it
was to be in the presence of God. They carried a savor of
God about them, they spent much time in prayer in the
quiet of their own room, they visited the sick and widows
and needy, they ministered to the needs of the needy when
they had opportunity, or saw the opportunity. Today we
have men who spend a good part of the time amongst
“younger folk”, having good times etc., etc. if ‘“tea and a
bun’’ is being served they are there, if there are some
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‘“doings’ they want a ‘‘preacher” there to give it a re-
ligious flavor. Late hours, especially on a Saturday night,
form a poor preparation for the Lord’s Day morning.
Little wonder that there is no spirit of worship as there
ought to be. The ‘““doings’ of the previous evening kill any
right spiritual thoughts, the late hours deprive the younger
Christians of preper rest and altogether the results are
not good. We need ministry to rectify this.

Some, of course, will say that ‘“‘it is not natural for
young folks to act thus” and with this we agree. As our
esteemed brother Dr. Matthews used to say . . . ‘It is not
natural, it is spiritual.” We need more spirituality and
less of the ‘‘good times’ etc., that cater to the younger
generation. When one begins to cater to the young, it is an
endless business and ends with their being outside of the
assembly altogether eventually and seeking more enter-
tainment in the religious circles of chapels, missions and
interdenominational circles etc. We must show, in a proper
spirit, that such a course will not lead them to more godly
living but into many sorrowful experiences, with corres-
ponding loss of the joy of the Lord in the soul. We are
not writing against proper Christian relationships and the
enjoyment of the company of each other, in a godly way,
but against the popular trend to cater to the young with
certain ‘“‘doings’ outside of the assembly meetings and the
assembly responsibility. We believe that if there were a
proper acceptance of responsibility on the part of each one
in the assembly, there would be little time for extra-
assembly activities. We have never found it to fail, that
such produces a class of younger Christians, professing,
who eventually conform to the world and depart from the
divine principles of the Word as to the ‘“‘gathering to the
Lord’s Name.” You cannot cater to the old nature and at
the same time curb it, it is impossible. We need some
timely ministry as to this . . . “if any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God.”

THE ORACLE

The “oracle’” in the Old Testament was the Most Holy
Place of the ‘“‘tabernacle’” and The Temple in the days of
Israel’s going on with God. It was where God dwelt in the
midst of His people and out of this place, “God spoke” to
His servants. Moses heard His voice thus and it suggests
to us that if one is not ‘““dwelling in the presence of God”
it is useless for such to speak at all—their message is
not for the present need. Too much of this is so evident,
one cannot well deny it. We need more men to speak to
us who have been in the presence of God. Out of the pres-
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ence of God, one comes with something for God’s people.
It is fresh, it is the fruit of constant labor in prayer and
study of the Word of God. There is an ‘‘unction” about it
that the saints cannot help but realize that it is a message
from God for the present need and their hearts are warm-
ed by it, though they are perhaps aroused and stricken by
it. It quietens the restless spirit, it warms the heart, it
sends us away exercised and knowing that God is at work
amongst His cwn. Such may not be a long wearisome mes-
sage with so many ‘points”’—it may be a short word
spoken from a heart truly exercised. Some of the preach-
ing is so mechanical, it might as well be ‘“played on a
record machine’’ and would have about the same result.
It savors of ‘‘smartness’’ not spirituality, it has tricky
sayings, it caters to the young in their desire to hear some-
thing spectacular, or something that has to do with the
emotional instincts of the young . . . how to find a husband,
or a wife etc., some sentimental stories about this sort of
thing. Light, frivolous and man-pleasing, it never stirs up
the heart or conscience as to backsliding, lack of godly
living, the unequal yokes of the world, the novel reading,
the T. V. viewing, the Sunday newspaper, the Sunday driv-
ing hither and yon etc., etc., all this goes unchecked when
there is no word from God to reach the erring ones. We
need more godly ministry which will show to God’s people
the way, as Samuel said to Israel long ago . . . “God forbid
that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for
you: but I will teach you the good and the right way .. .
but if you still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both
ye and your king.”” 1 Samuel 12:23, 25.

LITTLE WAITING ON GOD FOR THE MINISTRY

It has been all too evident that there is not sufficient
waiting upon God for the message of the Lord. There is a
rushing and an unrest that destroys this and it is grieving,
doubtless, to the Lord when we fail thus to wait upon
Him for the right message and the fitting time to deliver
the message. There is a definite leading thus which is
lovely to behold and one can thank God for it when it is
in evidence.

Younger men, of little experience, grace or godliness,
are not a bit slow to occupy the platform at times when a
due consideration would lead them to wait. Conference
after conference is nol good for younger preachers. They
should be doing some of the work that lies to hand and not
be exhorting those in the audience old enough to be their
fathers, both spiritually and physically. There seems to
be such a lack of proper deportment thus and the resultant
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ministry lacks spiritual power. It is emotional, light, at-
tracts attention to one’s own self and the work they pro-
fessed to have done but lacks the marks of the quiet hours
of meditation and prayer so essential to ministry from
God’s presence. Now and again, one sees and hears a
younger ‘‘Timothy” amongst us and it is most refreshing
but they are few and far between these days. Hardly a
pioneer in these United States going into new ground. We
need some ‘‘missionaries” here. Whole States are lying
open to the Gospel, never been touched. In the States, more
thickly populated, hundreds of towns and villages lying
untouched, never have they been entered by some who live
within an hour’s drive of them, more or less. Where are
th men who will enter new ground, away from the apron
strings of an assembly, hold on for God and stick at the
work for years, if necessary, without running back and
forth to assemblies week after week and making the cir-
cuits constantly? The men who will do true pioneer work
are the men who will have something fresh and good for
the Lord’s people. They are proving God in a way that
others will never know. They are not surrounded by a
crowd of young girls. One never likes to see younger
preachers constantly in the company of younger women,
especially if they are married men; it is not comely, it
lends itself to much lightness and perhaps worse; and it is
a poor example to set before young Christians. The godly
men of another day NEVER did it; the godly men of to-
day DO NOT do it. One cannot come from such and ‘‘speak

. . the oracles of God.” God just commits His Word to
men who have been in His presence and who bear the
marks of it. WE MUST EMPHASIZE THIS MORE AND
MORE TODAY.

We are not taking high ground in stating this. No one
knows more the frailty of the human heart than the writer
of this article; but we have a stewardship to fullfil and one
cannot shut the eyes to a practice which is too common
today, i.e. of speaking at any and all times, without due
waiting upon God and without distinct evidence of speaking
““as the oracles of God.”” May it exercise writer and reader.

SPEAKING AT CONFERENCES

Our Conferences, for the most part, this past year have
been good. There seems to have been a good spirit manifest,
many hundreds of God’s people are coming from far and
near to hear the good Word of God. Saints have expressed
themselves favorably as to the Word of God they have
heard and it seems to have had a good effect on the testi-
mony generally. This we desire to see more and more
and we feel that MORE EXERCISE and MORE WAITING
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UPON GOD FOR THE MESSAGE will bear still more
fruit in the lives of His own.

The expense and work in connection with these Con-
ferences is enormous; the self-sacrifice of God’s people is
outstanding; therefore we should all be much in God’s
presence if there is an exercise to be present, especially
to minister the Word. Too many preachers at a Conference
is just as difficult as too few, indeed where there are too
few, there would be MORE exercise and this would be
good. Thereore let us be more in earnest as to WHERE
we should go and WHEN. Let us not disturb other work
to merely go to a Conference. As we have mentioned be-
fore, if there were more real work being done for the
Lord, there would be no desire to leave it and go to a con-
rence merely to put in an appearance and speak a little
word. Our aims should be higher than that. We need men
of experience, grace and godliness to minister the Word.
Men who are restless, anxious to be on the platform, al-
ways up when there is opportunity etc., etc., must learn
to be more in His presence and be quietened in spirit.
A good few years in the backwoods is good for anyone and
a wonderful training ground for future service and help
amongst His people.

We have been glad to notice that our brethren who
have responsibility in connection with Conference meetings
are wisely making the last meeting of the day shorter and
not dragging it out to the limit. Saints are tired, workers
have had a full day, and a couple of short messages at the
close of the day are timely, especially so when they have
warmth and unction about them, not wearisome and dry.
This all helps the meetings. We have seen a good day
spoiled by a lengthy meeting at night. Long-winded preach-
ers are hard to forgive, but, of course, we ought to be for-
giving. That does not mean that it should be permitted to
go on; let all things be done decently and in order.

THE PRAYER MEETING — THE BIBLE READING

If there be a short word at the Prayer Meeting, let it be
the ‘“five words’’ of one who speaks as the ‘‘oracles of God.”
If it is the Bible Reading, let us not forget that here, also,
we ought to ‘“‘speak . . . as the oracles of God.” If we
do so, we shall speak distinctly, reverently and shall clear-
ly give the mind of God from the passage under considera-
tion, as God has given it from His presence, through the
Word. We shall not speak dogmatically, without having
Scripture to give weight to our words; but we shall speak
confidently if we have the mind of God through the Word
as to the passage under consideration. If we do not have
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this, let us be silent, or ask a question regarding the pas-
sage. The Lord will give help in the answering. And let us
remember, when all is said and done, that ‘“‘now we know
in part.”” We don’t have all the answers by any means, but
we have the Word and the blessed Spirit of God and out of
the ‘“‘oracle’” of God’s Holy Word, there will come to the
exercised soul a message from God. For all such we thank
God.

RECEIVING THE GRACE OF GOD IN VAIN

WirLiamM WILLIAMS

“We then, as workers together with Him, beseech
you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.”
2 Cor. 6:1. The apostle speaks of some having “believed
in vain.” Now to believe in vain is actually not to believe
at all. “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also.” A man may brag about
his faith yet make little impression; but let him show his
good works and all are convinced. His faith, real or as-
sumed, cannot be seen; but good works silence the ad-
versaries. ‘““Why call ye Me Lord! Lord! and do not the
things which I say?”’

Now in 2 Cor. 6:14 we have a number of exhortations
which we consider to be commandments of the Lord. They
cannot be ignored without making manifest that we have
received the grace of God in vain. Consider the word . . .
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.”
Paul contrasts such a yoke:

RIGHTEOUSNESS — UNRIGHTEOUSNESS
LIGHT — DARKNESS

CHRIST — DEVIL

BELIEVER — INFIDEL

TEMPLE OF GOD — TEMPLE OF IDOLS

There are five contrasts, and they are all very pro-
nounced and striking as they are written in the Bible, but
in actual practice, some of them are simply dead letters.
(They have no effect whatever on lifeless professors—
Editor).

One of the besetting sins of our young women in the
assemblies in Venezuela is the unequal marriage yoke.
It brings its toll of wreck and ruin each year. It has a
natural explanation: there are more Christian women in
the assemblies than there are men. Speaking after the
manner of men, the young lady hasn’t a fifty-fifty chance
of getting a saved husband unless she is gifted with good
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looks, a good social position or a good family. Then to the
unsaved men the Christian girls have the name of being
docile and good workers, and therefore make ideal wives.
Some of the assemblies have a number of ‘“hangers-on”
who pretend to be interested in the Gospel, but they have
their eye on some saved sister. (We have them in U. S. A.
also—Editor). These miserable hawks will stop at nothing
until they get in touch with their object. They usually
start with secret letters. A pair of weeping parents told us
recently that they had found fifty such letters hidden in
their daughter’s bed. They had come from an unsaved
policeman who wished to marry the girl. It comes to be
a test between the woman’s love for the Lord or her love
to be married and have a home and children.

In verse 17 he says . . . ‘“Touch not the unclean thing.”
Now in thinking of the unequal yoke, the marriage of a
saved sister to an unsaved man, the unsaved partner would
be ‘“‘the unclean thing.” We wonder if the young sisters
look at the unsaved fellow as ‘‘the unclean thing.”” He may
be beautifully dressed, but the Lord looks at him as an
‘“unclean thing.” He cannot pray, he cannot worship, he
cannot give anything to the Lord. His money is unclean
like himself; he cannot share in the spiritual values of his
saved wife. He is dead corpse; and to be married to him is
the mistake of her life. She will never lift him up—a dead
corpse weighs more than a living body; but more likely he
will drag her down. He will influence the children, especial-
1y the boys.

Some sisters tell us . . . “I have given him my word
and I cannot draw back.”” It is no sin to break faith with an
unbeliever when the word given is contrary to God’s re-
vealed will. We would say to such a one . . . “Better far to
break your word than break God’s Word and your own
heart.”

AFFECTION AND EMOTION

Let us always seek to distinguish between emotion
and affection. Affection toward God is a peaceul stream,
clear as crystal, enabling the soul to endure and to per-
severe. Emotion is a more occasional thing, and may be
the fruit of special circumstances, as we read in Acts—
“The disciples were filled with joy.”” Our blessed Lord
Himself, both on the mount and in the garden, had emotions
that were not ordinary, but His affection flowed on in
unbroken strength and continuance. Affection, not emotion,
is the true test of sanctification.

R. C. Chapman
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THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS PEACE
Gal. 5:22

G. G. JouNsTON

HAT a pleasure to meet a peaceful person! And
how blessed to be that person. How distraught
are some people, even some who profess to know

the Lord Jesus! One phase of the fruit of the Spirit is
‘“‘peace.”

Sin and its baneful effects upon men have produced in
their souls a leng list of evils which only the Holy Spirit of
God can counteract. Being born in sin, we are all by
nature at enmity with God. One purpose of the sufferings
of Christ was to reconcile poor sinners to their God. This
was done by a full payment of our debt at Calvary. ‘“He
made peace by the blood of His Cross’’—Col. 1:20. God is
satisfied thereby and when the repentant sinner is satis-
fied, and rests his soul entirely upon Christ, there is peace.
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”” Romans 5:1.

This ‘“‘peace with God’’ is not so much a condition as
a relationship. It depends upon God’s estimate of the
sacrifice of His Son on Calvary. If his precious blood fully
pays my debt, I may rest assured that I do not have to
make my peace with God, because it has already been
made for me at the Cross. My former relationship to God,
that of an enemy, is now changed to that of a ‘“‘reconciled”’
one. I accept that position on that ground, casting away
all thought of reconcilation through my own works, and I
have peace with God, a blessed relationship that can
never change. This is revealed to the soul by the Holy
Spirit and what a peace it is!

Our God is called the “God of Peace.” Romans 16:20.
In His heart there is none of the unrest that obtains in
human hearts. He has mighty foes, the leader of which
is Satan himself. These are bent on doing all possible to
oppose the fulfillment of God’s purposes, which are holy.
Does God hasten to destroy these mighty foes, lest they
gain a victory over Him? Is He disturbed by their boasted
success? Not at all! There is perfect peace in the heart
of God. He is the God of Peace.

Can I, a poor failing Christian, know anything of His
peace while down here? How can I get it? ‘“‘Be careful
for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understand-
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.” Phil. 4:6, 7. '
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The “fruit of the Spirit is peace’”’—but do we experience
this in our daily lives? And, if not, what hinders? Is it not
because we have not fulfilled the conditions in taking all
to Him in prayer? Try it, brother, sister! Pour out all your
grief in the ear of your God. Put yourself and all your
troubles into His hand. Leave your burdens for God to
take care of. Is He not able? Then they shall be His
burdens, not yours. , :

We look upon others, admiring their peaceful demean-
our, and wish we had a life free from trouble, as they
seem to have. Then we learn of some very heavy affliction
which has borne heavily upon. them for years. But how
can we explain their peaceful conduct? They have LEARN-
ED TO PRAY. They have cast all upon the Lord and He
has sustained them. The Holy Spirit has poured the ‘‘peace
of God”’ into their souls atcording to His divine promise.
Why should not all believers enjoy this? We permit the
devil to drive us from our refuge in God. Our evil hearts
say . . . What’s the use.. We go on worrying and restless,
when the peace of God should be garrisoning our hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus.

It is evident, then, that “peace with God’’ is a relation-
ship which, once established, can never be altered. Why?
Because it rests upon God’s estimate of the ‘“blood of His
Cross,” not upon anything of our doing. On the other hand,
the ‘“‘peace of God’ is a condition experienced only by
those who learn to make their requests known unto God,
instead of bearing the burden themselves.

STEADY CHRISTIANS

It is cheering to see the steady ones. One can depend
upon them. Always in their place unless hindered by some
exceptional cause, they are the backbone of the testimony
in any location. They do the hard work, accept the re-
sponsibility without grumbling, they live quiet and godly
lives and are much missed when ‘‘their seat is empty.”

Such forego much personal pleasure, they are not away
North in the Summer and in the South in the Winter—the
Assembly of God is a definite ‘‘stewardship’ to them and
the flock needs them. Thank God for such brethren and
sisters—we pray that the Lord may increase their number
“4ill He come.”’ Then their reward shall be sure and, mean-
time, we can thank God for them and pass on a word of
encouragement to them. At times they get more brickbats
than favors. ‘ F.



WORDS IN SEASON 153

ANGELIC INTEREST IN MEN

HI T IS a most sublime truth that God Himself, the Creator,
Eu is interested in the welfare of fallen humanity. The

incarnation, the life, death and victorious resurrec-
tion of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, is the proof of this.
God was manifested in flesh; He was in Christ reconciling
the world unto Himself; in Christ’s life men saw what
God’'s attitude was to them . . . an attitude of love and
grace.

Our business now is that of ambassadors from heaven’s
court, saying to rebellious men, ‘‘Be ye reconciled to
God.” 2 Cor. 5:18, 21.

But we have also in Scripture the fact that angels are
interested in men; and if it seems a minor truth, it must
be for our profit, for all scripture is ‘profitable,” etc.
Amongst other things, we may see their interest in the
redemption work accomplished, whereby we are recon-
ciled to God and brought into association with a risen
and glorified Christ.

We note then the angels’ interest in our redemption,
as in 1 Peter 1:12 . . . “Unto whom it was revealed, that
not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the
things, which are now reported unto you by them that have
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven; WHICH THINGS THE ANGELS DE-
SIRE TO LOOK INTO.”

Secondly, we may see that when a man is saved, his
life, experiences, trials etc., are angels’ interest and solici-
tude. We learn, for instance, that they minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation, Hebrews 1:14, as they
ministered to the Captain of our salvation.

If we turn to 1 Corinthians 4:9 which tells of a life
second only in interest to that of Jesus our Lord Himself,
we see that Paul’s experiences (and ours also) are en-
gaging the attention of angelic hosts. In contrast with the
Corinthian saints, who were full, were rich, and were
reigning as kings, as Paul says, he and his companions
were hungry, weak, and accounted the offscouring of all
things. Retaliation was no part of His ways, nor was it
of theirs. The apostle felt his trials but he knew that the
Saviour’s path is the saint’s path, and as a happy man,
he was content to have it so (which they were not in
Corinth) and he graciously says . .. ‘“‘Be followers of me.”
He and his companions were as victims, appointed to
death, reserved to the last act in the great drama; but
what a spectacle (as in a theatre) they presented to angels
wondering eyes! Oh for grace to do likewise!
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The third point we desire to notice is found in Ephesians
3:8, 11 etc. Here in chapter 3 we are told that we Gentiles
are fellow-heirs of the same body etc. In this work of
God’s grace, where those before estranged are now seen
in happy fellowship, the angels—principalities and powers
in heavenly places—learn, by the church, the manifold
wisdom of God. They shouted for joy at creation, Job 38:7,
and they were heralds of the incarnation, Luke 2:9 etc.,
learning there God’s power and grace. But here, in the
church—‘‘the lesson book of the angels’’—they see the
display of His manifold wisdom. So the last verse of chap-
ter 3 says, in a note of worship, “Unto Him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without
end, Amen.”” And we shall add our eternal Amen., P.W.

(Condensed)—Selected from Words of Help, England
Editor’s note—We see this thought further expressed in
1 Cor. 11:10. We believe here we have the angels as ‘onlookers’
in the Assembly of the saints. The covered head of the sisters
(and it ought to be a covering, not a token band or a few flowers
which is merely a subterfuge) and the long hair of the sisters,
with the brethren uncovered and attired properly, presents a
beautiful picture of subjection and acknowledgment of ‘‘Lordship’’

to the angels which are being taught by our God what grace
has accomplished in the church.

OLD TRUTHS IN FRESH POWER

In a day like ours when there is such a hungering after
something new, it is good for the servants of Christ to re-
mind themselves, that what they especially need to fit and
furnish them for effectual service in the kingdom of God,
is not so much new truths, as old truths—known it may
be for many years—in new power and energy to possess
their souls. No doubt the healthy believer will always be
advancing in knowledge. He will be finding ‘‘things new”
as well as ‘“things old” in his daily study and meditation
of the Sacred Word.

God Himself has made out our title for us, and that
title is found in the blood alone. Oh! that most precious
blood of Jesus, that speaks profound peace to every troub-
led soul that will simply lean upon its eternal efficacy.

Many seem to be quite satisfied with the knowledge of
the forgiveness of sins through the atoning work of Christ,
‘while, at the same time, they fail to realize deadness to
the world in virtue of the death of Christ, and their identi-
fication with Him therein.
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THE DEIFICATION OF MAN

[ ) ROBABLY there is no institution in the United States
EE which exerts such an influence upon the formation

of educational attainment as Harvard University in
New England—which New England was the seat of Evan-
gelical teaching and the promulgator of religious freedom
and conservative ideas of life and decency, after its first
defection to intolerance and superstition.

““The world by wisdom knew not God” is what the
Scriptures say as to modern education which is rapidly
blotting the real God of the Bible from its consideration—
the Deity of Christ is unknown in the curriculum of the
world’s universities. We quote a former Class Poem of
Harvard, as far back as 1908, to show where the drift has
led and, as we measure this with present day develop-
ments we can be sure that things today get ‘‘worse and
worse.”” Seducers are on every hand who would seduce the
world into the deification of man, which seems to be the
aim of the present day. All shall have its fulfillment in
the ‘“Man of Sin” whose number is 6 6 6. But let the
record speak:—

THE HARVARD POEM of 1908

‘(MAN”

NOW in the East the morning dies,
The full light of the splendid sun
Strikes downward on our lifted eyes,
And the long journey is begun.
Across the shattered walls
A voice prophetic calls,
With tumult and with laughter
We rise and follow after.

The modern world, immense and wide,
Awaits us, huger than before,
With new stars swimming in the void
And science broadening evermore.
The sweep of the limitless vast,
The past is dead and past;
Yet through it all for ever
One voice is silent never.

’Mid iron wheels and planets whirled
The clanging city in the street,

The machinery of the modern world—
His lips cry loudly and intreat;
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Like one that lifts his head

For a second time from the dead,
Out of the Church’s prison,

The new Christ rearisen!

O holy spirit — O heart of man!
Wilt thou not listen, turn and bow
To that clear voice, since time began
Loud in your ears, and louder now!

Mankind, the Christ, retried—
Recrowned, recrucified;
Nc God for a gift, God gave us,
Mankind alone must save us.

O world, grown pitiless and grim!
O world of men, had you but known
Your brother is your Christ, through him
You must be saved and him alone!
Love for his sorrows — love
Alone can lift you above
The pain of your misgiving,
The doom and horror of living.

Within ourselves we must find the light,
And in ourselves, our Gods to be,
Not throned beyond the stars of night;
Here in America we must see
The love of man for man,
The new world republican—
A heaven, not superhuman,
Reborn in man and woman.
(Ceopied from ‘“The Number Of Man.”’)

€ « «

We doubt if many realize where the world is drifting
to. A vast organization of States, utilizing all the resources
of each other and built upon a foundation of Business, Com-
merce, Politics and Religion is taking form today and once
the web has been spun—a web of steel and minds of steel,
hardened by the god of this world, the poor devotees of
religious unity are going to find themselves inextricably
held. Committed to the improvement of the world, which
God states is sunk in ruin and sin and misery, anyone who
stands against the tide shall be a marked man or woman.
However, it is good to have God’s mark upon one—cp.
Ezekiel 9. Better a thousand times to suffer reproach for
Christ’s sake than to amalgamate with the god of this
world and his cohorts in their self-styled attempts to re-
create a new world, the outcome of man’s own doings.
This is where it is heading as in 2 Thessalonians, chapter 2.

The only safe course is separation from the world to
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the Person of our Beloved Lord, and in' obedience to the
Scriptures of Truth, the Word of God. May we be kept true
and loyal to Himself amidst the ramifications of a religious,
social, business and political combine, known in the Word
of God as BABYLON THE GREAT—Rev. 17 and 18.
The Editor

TRUTH IN THEORY AND IN POWER

There are two ways of learning truth, one’ in theory,
the other in power. You may go to a conference, or to hear
an exposition, and learn something you never heard before,
jot it down in your note-book, and accept it as being the
Word of the Lord. But somehow it exercises little or no
control over your life: it gives no joy or comfort to the
soul. You do not find yourself musing over it during the
hours of the day, or making melody with it in your heart
unto the Lord. It is truth, and you regard it as something
to be held fast, and if need be contended for, yet so far as
the experimental enjoyment of it is concerned, you get
little or nothing out of it. It is something outside yourself,
rather than a living power in the soul. How different with
that truth which cost you much to gain! It may be, that it
took years to acquire the knowledge of it—years of deep
heart-searching and exercise of soul. But at last it was
made plain to you: the Lord sent forth ‘His light and
His truth’ Psa. 43:3, and it shone into your heart, filling
it with joy. It came as the Star sent to guide the wise men
of old to the infant Saviour, and it guided you into the
presence of God. That truth continued with you: it yielded
you strength and joy, and it does to the present hour. In
the day of trouble it comes up afresh to give you comfort:
in the day of perplexity it sheds a golden ray upon your
path. It is a truth that will continue with you. The reason
is, you received it at first from God. It came not in word
only, but in power. It fell on a prepared and exercised
heart as God’s message. You will never forget it. All the
theories may go, but this remains, Surely then we should
accustom ourselves like Ezra of old to “‘prepare our hearts’’
to “‘seek the law of the Lord” Ezra 7:10. This is the condi-
tion necessary to receive God’s truth in power, so that it
may abide with us, and yield joy and blessing to the soul.
Let those also who minister the Word keep this in mind.
It is not enough that the truth be spoken: or even ‘‘the mes-
sage of the Lord”’ delivered.. The preparation of the heart
is as needful as the message, and ‘‘this preparation of the
heart in man’ is “from the Lord” Prov. 16:1. Without it
the truth falls on fallow ground, or into the intellect only,
yielding no fruit or power.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

QUESTION: Should Christian parents permit their girls under their
control, to cut their hair and fix it up like the world, or should the
mother’s example and instruction point out to them the reason why the
heir is allowed to grow and why the cutting and fixing up like the
world is against God’s Word?

ANSWER: Godly parents will NOT permit their girls to cut their
hair nor will they PERMIT the fixing up of the hair like the world.
There is a beauty about simplicity and godly mothers know the value
of a soul and they will not hasten the loss of the soul to give way to
pride and making their young ones as ‘‘attractive’” as others who
Lave no knowledge of God in the home. We are living in days when
there is much profession of ‘‘walking in the truth’” but little of this is
seen in the personal and home lives of some.

Long ago God said to His earthly people . . . ““Tell ye your children”
but this godly instruction and example in the homelife is lacking today
hence young girls are permitted to cut their hair and decorate it and
fix up like the world. Little wonder, if they make a profession of salva-
tion later, that there is usually little change in the life to warrant one
taking much stock in such professions.

QUESTION: Should there be laughing and jocular expressions in the
preaching of the Word, either in the gospel or in ministry to God’s people.

ANSWER: To have such in the preaching of the Gospel is a denial
of professed sincerity. It is a mark of light thinking, empty and foolish,
and should have no part in the Gospel preacher’s message.

In the ministry of the Word, there is no necessity for this at all.
Some professed Christians enjoy this sort of entertainment and even
those who would otherwise avoid this, are carried away with it and the
keen edge of the Word is gone despite much protestation of earnestness.
“Such little things are great to little men.” A sage has said . . . “Let
us put joking aside and speak of serious things.” Nothing is so serious
as the Word of God. The Lord Jesus was never known to say a ‘‘silly”
word or evoke a ‘“‘silly laugh” or cater to that which men desired to
hear. Much less should we.

We have known in our years many of the best of men amongst us
and they were not given to jocularity on the platform, turning it into a
sort of pantomime, but spoke solemnly and gave dignity and respect to
the platform. We have noticed, in our present day, the tendency to cater
to the audience and give them what they like to hear. It is extremely
difficult for one to preach the Gospel after the platform has been
used to provoke laughter and lightness. Our platforms should be graced
by serious men who handle eternal issues as men who are living in the
light of God’s presence. One should never be ashamed to bring anyone
to a meeting for the Gospel or ministry of the Word, but it is to be
feared, such shame covers the face at times. The time is too short
to waste it in frivolity.

QUESTION: Is it scriptural for young men in the assembly to go to
the business meeting every month because they do not agree with those
on the oversight? (From North Ireland)

ANSWER: It is not only UNSCRIPTURAL, it savors of impudence
and an utter lack of understanding their place and has the elements
of rebellion in it. God has raised up, in the assemblies, shepherds who
know how to take care of the church of God. If these young men have
questions to ask, let them ask them of the shepherds privately and they
will be happy to show them from the Word their reasons for actions.
We have seen much rebellior in U.S.A. commence in this way in the
church.
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QUESTION: Is the individual a priest before God only when he is in
a group of Christians, or is he a priest at all times, if truly born again?

ANSWER: This sounds like old ‘“‘needed truth’’ teaching. Saints
are in the assembly of God locally seven days of the week, 24 hours of
each day, if “gathered to the Name of the Lord.” We have constant right
of access into the very presence of God either in worship, or in prayer
or thanksgiving.

When Peter -wrote to the scattered saints of the dispersion in 1 Peter
chapter 2, he suggests the character of the “holy priesthood’’ in verse 5
az to offering up spiritual sacrifices and also shows them the character
of “‘royal priesthood” in v. 9. One should be a “holy priest” whether in
assembly meetings or not, with right of access into the immediate
presence of God at all times, and he should also be a ‘royal priest”
as he steps out amongst the people and should ‘‘shew forth the virtues
of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.”
It is precious to exercise the function of a ‘holy priesthood’” on Lord’s
Day morning truly but just as precious to God when we exercise this
rrivilege in drawing near in worship, at any time.

QUESTION: Can you tell me why preachers are alone {oday? Did
not Paul always have a preacher with him?

ANSWER: Paul did not always have a preacher with him. He spent
the first ten years of His service for the Lord in comparative isolation,
little heard of, and learned God in a special way as he bowed to the
early years of discipline and exercise in trusting God.

Later on, in pioneer work, going amongst the people where Christ
Lad never been named, he found companionship in laborers God raised
up to accompany him. Their trials were many, their complaints are
NEVER heard, no word of their hardships or testings hardly escape
their lips. This ‘s exemplary. The story of Paul and his companions is
a truly marvellous one—but he was frequently alone and felt very lonely,
cp. Acts 17:15 with 1 Thess. 3:1 and, again Acts 18:5 ete, also 2 Tim. 4:16
tells of the closing hours of a lonely warrior who longs for companionship
of godly ones, like Timothy, cp. vs. 9, 11 etc. Luke was a comfort to him.

We have found, at times, that to enter new ground and seek out
a field for labor, brethren have had to go alone at times, though the
Word ““two are better than one’” was never more appropriate. But
whether alone, or with a ccmpanion, the godly laborer who would enter
new ground for the Lord, goes and he is NEVER ALONE—the Lord
stands by him and, in his lonely hours or days or months, he learns
lessons from the nearness of his God that few ever learn because they
do not prove God thus.

QUESTION: Is it necessary, when giving thanks for the bread, to go
forward to the table and lift up the hands, or the bread, as if in blessing?

ANSWER: This is most certainly NOT a necessity—in fact it savors
of officialism and has no scriptural basis whatever. To deduct, from
Mark 14:22, that the bread must be ‘‘blessed” today is dangerous—it
tends to take away from the simplicity of the feast. We do not act the
part of Christ in this—it is ‘‘the bread which we break” as in 1 Cor. 10:16.
A brother, usually one who is not a novice, after thanks is given for
the bread, goes forward and breaks the loaf and hands it to be partaken
of as it passes from one to another, in fond memory of our blessed Lord.
There is nothing ‘‘official”’ about the act whatever—it is a ‘“‘remem-
brance’’—not an official or ritualistic action. Likewise, the cup of bless-
ing. ‘““This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” Truly
the Lord preserveth the simple. May we be saved from ideas of men
which disturb the saints and cause needless questioning.
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THE PIONEER’S PAGE

“The Lord’s Gospeller, entering on a new field, where probably he
is a total stranger, freguently not knowing a single Christian upon whom
to call, has to procure a hall or some sort of place for his meetings,
find himself a lodging, and be visitor, precentor and preacher all in one.
Then he may require to go on preaching to small audiences, with little
encouragement in the way of conversions, much opposition either openly
or secretly wrought, with the usual crop of misrepresentations and lies,
going the round of the countryside about him.

All this tests faith and patience, and makes such a path of service
most undesirable to the flesh, and little sought after by those men
who are in the ‘‘preaching business’’ as a profession, or because they
have no particular love or aptitude for the ‘“‘common round’’ and
“daily task” of carning their bread by the labour of their hands.

These, latter, find a more congenial sphere in large and overpreached
assemblies, where they find an audience ready to their hand, either
gathered by the energies of others who have gone before them, or com-
posed of “regular attenders’ drenched in Gospel truth, hardened through
stifled conviction. or all but hopeless by frequent profession of conver-
sion. Need it be wondered that the meetings of this class of Evangelists,
new so popular in such places, are, as far as regards abiding results in
real conversions. barren as the rocks, and only good for multiplying
converts whose existence in unknown long before the regort of their
number is in print.

What a travesty of the work of Ged! What an imitation of the true
evangelist and his service! The only wonder is that true children of
CGod should ke so easily beguiled as to recognise and support such a sham
or to quietly submit to the repetition of it, in circles where they are.

Nothing has more to do than this with shutting up whole districts
against the Gospel, and assisting the Devil in his favourite work of
deceiving and ruining souls!

It was a marked feature in the ministry of James Campbell and his
fellow-laborer, t warn against this, while their own habit and example
was a constant witness to a more Scriptural and godly way. When the
season became too far advanced to permit of tent work being carried on,
the two laborers went out to the country, where, in barns, farm kitchens,
schoolhouses, and disused cottages, they began and continued Gospel
work after the fashion already described.”

(From the Life of James Campbell by the late John Ritchie).

There are some, on this Continent, who are doing work of this sort
yet and for them we should earnestly pray that God will bless them in
their labors. Too many younger men, who have nothing to their credit
vet of true pioneer work, are going Conference to Conference, assembly
to assembly, a night or two here and a night or two there. This is a real
hindrance to a godly and proper exercise amongst the saints and is
neither honorable nor dees it call for the support of the Lord’s people.
We do not believe God is ir this sort of thing at all, it savors of an
“easy way of living” which is not becoming to the Gospel of Christ.

Some do not like this plain speaking but we are not afraid of such.
The godly and exercised ones amongst God’s servants know this to be
the true way of service and they have done, or are doing it. God’s dear
saints, too, know if they are of some age at all, that such were the
characteristics of the early laborers.
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