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Chapter 14 pictures him tarryving under a pomegranate
tree while Jonathan carries on the battle. Next we hear his
foolish curse which limited the victory of Israel.

Chapter 15 finds him sparing Agag, the king of the
Amalekites (pride, the king of the lusts of the flesh). This
was direct disobedience to God’s command. The result is
his immediate rejection by God so that later he says . . .
“God is departed from me and answereth me no more.”’
Chapter 29:15. Samuel reminds him . . . “When thou wast
little in thine own sight wast thou not made king?”’ From
that time on we see a rapid decline to jealously, attempted
murder and the substitution of the witch of Endor for the
voice of God. His life finally ends in suicide as he leads
Israel to defeat.

There is a real lesson in this for the believer. When new-
ly saved we are little in our own sight, so very humble. But
as time goes on we may still destroy the vile and the refuse
from our lives but begin to spare the best of Amalek (the
flesh). We think we can serve God with it, forgetting that
our Lord Jesus Christ could say in John 6:63 . . . “The flesh
profiteth nothing.”” Paul could say in Romans 7:18 . . . “For
I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing.” Again he says . .. “Make no provision for the flesh,
to fulfil the lusts thereof.”” Rom. 13:14. That is, make no
provision to gratify the desires of the flesh, the greatest of
these being the desire for self-exaltation.

Brethren! We are in danger of sparing Agag, the king
of the Amalekites, the type of pride . . . that last thing to
leave the sinner, and that first to return to trouble the saint.
We are in danger of exalting ourselves above our brethren.
Proud of our service for Christ, forgetting that we can only
do that for which God has given us the ability and the
means. We may pride ourselves in a superior knowledge of
scripture, but knowledge gained by our own wisdom, apart
from the revelation of the Spirit, can only lead to error. Any
service done in the energy of the flesh, apart from the
prompting of the Spirit, is wasted effort. Any ministry given
apart from the guidance of the Holy Spirit will have no
effect, or a wrong effect.

Do we desire to make a fair show in the flesh, Galatians
6:12? When we ‘‘force ourselves’ our effort may exalt the
flesh but not our Saviour. We are of no use for God until
we destroy Amalek completely. God can use NOTHING of
the flesh (neither the vile nor the best). We must hew Agag
in pieces. Peter says . .. “Humble yourselves therefore un-
der the mighty hand of God, that He miay exalt you in due
time.” 1 Peter 5:6. Vern Wirkler of Garnavillo



































































































Also on Jan. 29th, our dear brother Albert Manske passed peace-
fully into the presence of the Lord. aged 62. Saved in 1955 and in the
Arlington Assembly about 10 years.

Vancouver, B. C. — Our dear sister Mrs. James (Grace) Christie was
called home suddenly Dec. 6th. For cver 35 years in fellowship in the
South Main Assembly. Both bro. Christie and his wife were saved under
the preaching of the late Herb Harris and James Rae. She lived a quiet
and devoted life for the Lord. Her husband survives. one daughter and
cne son. The son’'s salvation sought.

Vancouver, B. C. — An announcement reaches us of the homecall
cf our beloved brother Thomas Crawford on January 13th in his 100th
vear. Born in Belfast Aug. 7. 1874. Saved at tent meetings of Davic
Scott and J. J. Rouse on Dec. 17, 1911. Baptized in Trout Lake Feb. 25th.
1912 and received into fellowship in the old Cedar Cottage Assembly
(now Victoria Drive). For the last 50 years he has been in the Fairview
Assembly. One son, Harold. survives.

Abbotsford, B. C. — Our dear sister Mrs. Vera Ganert went home
to be with the Lord Nov. 14, in her 66th year. Saved 45 years ago in
Saskatchewan at meetings of the late Wm. Bunting and D. R. Scott and
in the Vance district and Abbotsford Assemblies ever since. Her husband
Gus. in the Assembly here. Prayer requested for the family of one
daughter and three sons.

Cleveland, Ohio — Our dear sister Mrs. David Scott (Mary) went to
be with the Lord January 27th in her &1th year. Born and born again in
Ireland while attending Gospel meetings in Drumenagh, N. I., March
1, 1914. With her husband (who predeceased her in 1958) in fellowship
in the West Side Assembly since 1920 when they came from Saskatche-
wan, where they had been in fellowship. A faithful. kind woman, exer-
cised as to the Gospel and of a gentle disposition. She leaves three sons
and one daughter. cur sister Mrs. Jas. Lipke.

Ottawa, Ont. — On December 29th, our aged brother Thomas Holli-
day went to be with the Lord in his 91st year. Although frail in body.
very hard of hearing. and almost blind, he seldom missed a meeting and
was out twice on Lord's Day two weeks before his homecall. Saved as
a youth in England when 14, so was 76 years in Christ. He knew many
of the older ‘‘Exclusive brethren” whom he loved to speak of but he
severed his connection with them 21 years ago and has been in fellow-
ship here. A retired business man. he spent some of his time in visiting
certain assemblies where he ministered the Word and had a good grip
of the Scriptures. He is survived by an only son (saved) and an aged
sistelx(' ir} England (not saved) - now at home with the One he loved to
speak of.

Winnipeg, Man. — Our beloved sister in the Lord, Mrs. Mary Keeling
‘‘went home'' January 24th in her 90th year. Saved as a girl in North
Ireland many years ago and in faithful fellowship with the saints in
West End Gospel Hall here. She is survived by four daughters and a son.
“It is only a little while.”” She and her husband filled a long testimony
in this Assembly, he died two years ago.

Omaha, Neb. — Our dear sister Mrs. Josephine R. Haynes ‘‘went
home' January 7th, aged 79. Saved in 1970 at meetings here of bre.
Ballhagen and Krause, and added to the Assembly.

Ballintoy, N. I. — Our esteemed brother Dennis A. Brown (brother
of late Charles of Vancouver) ‘“'went home’’ January 1st, aged 75. Saved
51 years ago, stedfast in the fellowship until the end. Had a great heart
for the Lord's people. their friends and neighbours and had the joy of
seeing his family of five sons and two daughters all saved and in as-
sembly fellowship.

Kirkland Lake. Ont. — On February 1st, our sister Mrs. H. (Leita)
Heard cf this Assembly went home to be with the Lord, aged 64. She
and her husband reached through the visitation of the late Ben Widdifield
of happy memory through this North country, a true pioneer.
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QUESTIONS and ANSWERS

Question: When believers are contemplating a '‘move’” from their
district where they are in fellowship with the Lord's people. would it
not be advisable to make sure when considering a new city, or district,
that they are in the mind of the Lord, and with distinct possibilities of
proving that *‘‘fellowship” of an assembly of God where they shall find
‘‘rest to their souls” as to testimony? We have known so many who
have made the ‘‘change’” and then found out to their sorrow that they
have made a mistake - sometimes they are content to ‘“‘go along with™
a company ‘‘very open’’ in their ideas, with the ‘‘open table’ and in
this v\:jay they lose a good conscience toward God and possible loss of
reward.

Answer: All “moves’ - especially involving our ‘‘assembly fellow-
ship”’ should be a serious matter, without the element of ‘‘chance” in-
volved. It is possible that we have our minds pretty well made up, or
perhaps our circumstances are distinctly difficult for us. and we are
made to feel the urgency of the ‘“move” - without definite leading of
the Lord or of the Word.

We often think of. and speak of, the message of the Lord in Isaiah
50:10, 11. In verse 10 we have the distinct possibility of the man or
woman of God finding the path unclear, so they must *‘trust in the Name
of the Lord, and stay upon his God.”” They ‘‘must wait.”

In verse 11 we have the other possibility - i. e. ‘‘lighting a fire of
our own'' or ‘‘making our own way’’ in the problem with the resulting
“‘walking in the light of your fire, and the sparks that ye have kindled”
- - . the result - - - ““Ye shall lie down in sorrow.”

If circumstances have drawn a believer or two to a district where
they find themselves without proper fellowship according to the Word,
let them cry to God and perhaps they shall find some kindred souls
Evithhwhom they can pray and read the Word meantime, until God works
urther.

Question: We notice in recent times that some of the younger gen-
eration in Assembly fellowship are forming the habit of working or
studying for school exams., etc., on the Lord's Day. They reason that
there is no prohibition in the Scriptures against such, as we are not
under Law but Grace. Is this a Scriptural view? (From Europe)

Answer: This question suggests a ‘‘breakdown’” somewhere in the
matter of giving to God ‘‘His Day’’ out of the seven (which is still normal
New Testament doctrine). It could be that the weekdays are so filled up,
perhaps legitimately enough, but given over to pursuits, etc., which take
the place of the ‘‘study periods’ so when the Lord’s Day comes around,
one feels they must get ready for school or college and spend hours
poring over ‘‘books’’ on the day set apart for Himself. This works against
them in two ways at least - they are ‘‘robbing God’’ of His day and
time on His day, and neglecting necessary duties in connection with the
Assembly of God with which they are in fellowship and its various re-
sponsibilities. The other way in which they are losing is in their neglect
of the Book of God on the Lord's Day (and also other days) to the
starving of their own souls and loss of spiritual attainment and growth.

Which is most important? That we should excel in our studies for
educational purposes, or give to the Lord the necessary time poring over
the Book of God to see that our souls are fed with heavenly bread and
the Blessed Spirit of God, as we do this, enlightening our minds with
the truth of God. This is how men and women of God have grown spir-
itually and developed into those who have been a real blessing to others
in their studies, their writings and their spiritual attainments.
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ing and soul-destroying errors. The *“overcomers’’ of ch.
3:5 are those who, in the midst of the defilement, seek to
keep pure, like Daniel in Babylon.

6. PHILADELPHIA - A return to the simple, scriptural
order of gathering, and worship as well as service, found in
the New Testament. That which owns the Lordship of Christ
and the sufficiency of His Word. and where that Word can
be oheyed, something which is impossible in any sect, no
matter how sound it professes to be. The ‘“‘overcomers’ in
verse 12 are those who are content to go on with all the
weakness and reproach connected with the outside place,
while others are giving it up.

7. LAODICEA - The closing stage of the Church’s his-
tory, where the Church is enjoying great material prosperity,
and is satisfied with that while the Lord is outside, knocking
to get in. The ‘“‘overcomers’ in v. 21 are those who, amidst
the heartless indifference of the mass, have a desire to know
individual fellowship and communion with Christ.

What we have to say in this paper is specially addressed
to all who have left the unscriptural systems of men, to
gather to the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Never since
God in His grace led His people to seek the simple but long
forgotten path of the early Church, has there been such a
tendency to give up this truth as there is at present. Why it is
so may not be very clear to many of the Lord’s people who
know that there has been a backward movement going on.

(The above record from ‘“‘Our Record” of July 1922 -
fifty two years ago is an extract from the pen of the

late Wm. J. McClure - it is worth considering today
when the departure is more pronounced - Editor)

THE HIDDEN MANNA.
Rev. 2:17

Submitted by Robt. Pike, Sr., of Joliet, Ill.

THIS would have reference to what Christ was here, but
viewed as God’s ‘“‘Treasured Store” kept for the generations
of His people. IT is the abiding memorial before God of
what was once in the wilderness - One in Whom the grace of
heaven came into contact with every circumstance of wil-
derness life. Now it is all treasured in the golden pot in the
ark of the Covenant - the reserved and hidden memorial of
a life that was morally out of heaven.

It is very blessed to see THAT in a day of public depar-
ture, for the Assembly dwelling where Satan’s throne is. and
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QUESTIONS and ANSWERS

Question — Could you help us in regard to the *‘pure river of water
of life proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb™ in Rev.
22:1 _ also the river spoken of in Ezekiel 47:1 - “'waters issued out from
under the threshold of the house eastward” also v. 8 where it continues
. . . “These waters issue out towards the east country . .. and go into
the sea (the Dead Sea): which being brought forth into the sea, the
waters shall be healed,” is there a difference?

Answer — The latter Scripture from Ezekiel 47 speaks of the literal
waters proceeding from under the threshold of the: House of God in the
Millennial period, and speak of the healing qualities of these waters as
to the earth and the Dead Sea, etc.. note verse 1.0 of the chapter and
vou can readily identify the location.

However, in Rev. 22:1 - the river proceeding out of the Heavenly
City (whose light shall shine down on the earth during the thousand
vears but which shall not be on the earth during that Day of the Lord)
is symbolic and is a ‘‘river of grace"” flowing down as it were to the
carth with a view to the blessing of the nations. Heaven’s gracious in-
{_uence upon the earth shall be seen in this wondrous exhibition of grace
toward a redeemed earth. It proceeds from the heavenly city - the
Church - and has in it the “‘tree of life'" in the midst - referring to our
Blessed Lord doubtless. To get a good grasp of the condition of the
Church, as a heavenly people, and its position “‘over the earth’ but not
on it during the thousand years, is essential 10 a proper apprehension
of the prophetic Word - remember the Word of God must be handled in
a worthy manner and never contradicts itself and always supports itself
by comparing Scripture with Scripture.

Questien — What about women (professing believers) presenting
themselves in the Assembly for fellowship, wearing pants suits and un-
covered heads? Should such be permitted to sit in the circle of re-
membrance?

Answer — This must be a very ‘“‘ignorant or indifferent”’ assembly
that would think of permitting this but we believe it is utterly unscrip-
tural to have women, even professing Christians, wearing pant suits, or
other masculine paraphenalia, received into the circle of fellowship of
the assembly. The uncovered head shows the person knows nothing about
the Lordship of Christ and, if professing for some time. definitely shows
rebellion to God's order - they must be spoken to and advised of the
order and holiness of God’s house. We would add. in this Summer season
that the wearing in public of pant suits, or shorts by women is a distinct
denial of the Word as given by God in Deut. 22:5. This is a divine prin-
ciple that has not changed - God’s principles never change, despite the
changing order of a rebellious world. It seems strange that some women
can ‘‘!ead the van’ in utter disregard for the Word of God - this would
defile the Assembly of God in any locality and must be stopped if we
desire to have the Lord’s presence with us.















Boston, Mass. — Our beloved sister Miss Bessie Shillady (the oldest
of that family of girls) has been called home to be with the Lord, aged
€9. We knew this family well in early days in the old Cliff St. Assembly
in 1914 and on - a worthy family in the ‘‘testimony’’ - simple. godly and
left a good savor behind. (exact date of death not given).

We record also the passing of our beloved brother Sam Cox (a
colored brother) who passed away April 17 - in the old Cliff St. Assembly
and later Cambridge. He bore a good testimony. Above items passed on
by our brother James Stevenson of \Watertown .Assembly. Bro. Cox was
93.

Asheville, N. C. — Our brother MacLeod tells us of the homecall
of our dear sister Mrs. Lucy Cohoe who ‘“went home” Fri. May 3rd.
She was in Sarnia Assembly years ago - we knew her well - then in
North Tampa for some years until her husband died. Her only son had
her breught here so that he could be near her and look after her - she
was not able to attend meetings of later years. She was a kindly soul,
godly in life and a sweet disposition. Many stich dear saints, not tco
well known, leave a savor of Christ as they leave us.
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Peterboro, Ont. — Our dear brother James Blackwood. who
has served in the Gosgel for many years ‘‘went home’ from the
Hospital after a long illness on May 2l1st, aged 78. He was saved
in August 1912, aged 16. In 1925 he was cormmended to the work
by Ballvhackamore Assembly, Belfast - scttled in Montreal and
later here in Peterboro. Labored considerably in the Maritimes
and through Ontario for the most part. In temt work in Nova Scotia
also with bre. Wilkie and Richard Roberts. He leaves his widow,
two sons and one daughter. Brethren in smaller assemblies shall
miss his visits.
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McKeesport, Pa. — Our esteemed and beloved brother Joseph Clark
went to be with the Lord May 24th, aged 95. Born in German Bay. New
Zealand and saved there at age of 18. He was baptized in Wimbleton,
Eng!and in October 1901 and two years later moved to Pennsylvania.
A most faithful brother in S. S. work, cottage meetings and the Assem-
bly. He had a large part in seeing the Assembly formed here and in
building of the Hall. His three children and several grandchildren are
in assembly fellowship.

Linden, Wash. — Our dear brother Ben Day of this Assembly went
home suddenly May 20th, aged 78. Saved in 1968 at tent meetings of
Harold Paisley in Vancouver. In Assembly fellowship since. Prayer
valted for his widow. He also leaves one daughter.

Toronto, Ohio — It pleased the Lord to take our dear brother Aubrey
C. Bronson home on May 27th. Born in Iowa in 1900, saved Feb. 15, 1954
in Steubenville while bro. Klabunda was preaching the Gospel. In To-
ronto Assembly here shortly after. He bore a good testimony and shall
b2 missed - He leaves his widow and one girl.

Sarnia, Ont. — Our dear sister Mrs. Walter Clare Rawlings ‘‘went
home' May 27th. aged 77. Born in Dumfries, Scotland and came to
Canada when a girl. Saved in home of the Johnson’s of Lakeshore in
1915. reading Isaiah 53:6. She had attended meetings of Alex. Joyce and
Hugh Walker. both now with the Lord. Received into Lakeshore Assembly
and later living here where she went on steadily for God.

Hitesville. Towa — Our dear sister Mrs. Charles Bohn went home to
e with the Lord May 31st, aged 84. Saved in 1926 through the labors
of Oliver Smith and through years she has keen a faithful witness to
others.
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the third day came still restless and unhappy, a sort of curi-
osity prompted him to see what the rest of the hymn might
be. Making his way to the reading room, he found the book
still lying on the table, and taking it up to his own room,
turned over its pages to find the lines, but this was no easy
task. He was a stranger to the book. At length, however, he
found them, and began to read the well known and beautiful
No. 43 “THERE WERE NINETY AND NINE WHO SAFELY
LAY IN THE SHELTER OF THE FOLD.” ‘“Ah! that’s
Mary,”” he said to himself; ‘‘she’s safe, I know, and in the
fold.” “BUT ONE WAS OUT ON THE HILLS, AWAY FAR
OFF FROM THE GATES OF GOLD.” ‘“‘And that’s me,” he
murmured. It was no longer “MARY WOULD SAY.” No;
God’s spirit was working in his heart, and now he knew and
felt for himself, “THAT'S ME.” ONE WAS OUT ON THE
HILLS AWAY, FAR OFF -

But none of the ransomed ever knew

How deep were the waters crossed;

Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed through

Ere he found His sheep that was lost.

Deeply moved, the young man closed the book, and fall-
ing down on his knees confessed his sin. What a wanderer
he had been. Then the Holy Spirit showed him the love of
Christ and His finished work, and he praised Him for such
love; and receiving Him as his own Saviour, he became a
son of God and possessor of everlasting life.

A few days passed by, spent very differently to what he
had intended, when he was suddenly laid low in the hotel
with fever. A Christian doctor, an Englishman, who was stay-
ing there, at once attended him, and to him he related the
story of his conversion. A telegram to his sister Mary, who
was in the south of France quickly brought her to Paris; but
before she could arrive her brother was delirious. Ascending
the staircase with a bleeding heart, and pausing for a mo-
ment before entering his room, what was her surprise and
astonishment to hear him repeating over and over again,
“One was out on the hills away,” etc. She went in and taking
her place by his bedside, began in a slow sweet voice to sing
the well known hymn; it calmed him. “Sing it again, sing it
again,” he cried, when she had finished, and o’er and o’er
she sang it. Very soon she heard the good news the doctor
had to tell her of how her loved one had been found by the
good Shepherd. Several days she watched by his bedside. as
he gradually grew weaker and weaker; but intervals of con-
sciousness were granted, and she had the joy of hearing from
his own lips that Jesus was his Saviour, and that he did not
fear to die. And when shortly after the summons came, she
knew that the good Shepherd had taken the wandering sheep
and safely housed him in the heavenly fold.
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should be characteristic of all who take a lead. Otherwise,
the example is poor, saints sometimes take advantage of
this and feel little as to “staying away’ from the meetings
of the Assembly. We mention this for the good and welfare
of assemblies everywhere, the world over, for the same prob-
lem arises in many parts, we know.

When I returned from the trip mentioned above, as we
approached the wharf in Vancouver Harbor, there was our
dear brother Cecil Copp and his wife, waiting to take me to
the meeting in the Assembly. for we had a meeting that
night. He was what we would call - “A STAND-BY” and we
are sure the saints there, and many elsewhere would testify
to this in our departed brother. We would emphasize this as
it is a necessary part of stewardship. We remember some
of the men of a former day, and they were never absent from
their own assembly meetings - it formed a large part of their
lives, they were “On STAND-BY” - always there in good
time before others, to greet the saints and be in that good
condition of soul so necessary to proper worship and testi-
mony. So we hope this exhortation shall encourage any upon
whose heart God has laid the stewardship of responsibility
as the Assembly, or Assemblies.

“ON STAND-BY AS TO SERVICE & MINISTRY”’

How good it is to see brethren moving amongst us who
are true ‘‘Stand-bys’ in respect of ministry and service
among us. They are not country-wide travelers, they have a
field of responsibility. the saints seem to rely upon them and
their counsel - they are on hand for emergencies, sometimes
sickness and troubles of various sorts which develop in our
midst. We learn to lean on such, and rightly so, when we
realize they are God’s men in the place God has chosen for
them, and can be relied upon. Their advice, counsel and help
can always be sought in a scriptural way and saints feel
they have a friend in need. Such men are true men as to the
ministry of the Word among us - they are not turned aside
by some larger assembly or affluent person or persons to
adopt a more ‘‘liberal” line. They stand for the ‘‘old paths”
of the Word against all the innovations around us, to subvert
true assembly testimony to His Name.

There seems to be a desire, on the part of some, to im-
port men from across the ocean to meet the need of our
Conferences, etc. The new voices, the different sort of ap-
proach, seems to be what not a few desire, but the end result
must be, if this is of God, that the Assemblies carrying on in
a scriptural path must be strenghtened. A few, not many,
we are glad to state, seem to think they carry an “elixir”
in their pocket to cure our “ills” as they presume. Perhaps,
privately, they seek to insinuate that things might be better
if we are more liberal and show more ‘‘love’ to others. and
mix up with some of the so-called ‘‘companies’” who are
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knowledge as in Romans 11:33, 36. Further God's power to
establish the believer - Romans 16:25, 27 - Eph. 3:17, 21 - and
His preserving care, 2 Tim. 4:18 all call forth fresh peals of
praise. And as he considers the rich provision of His God to
supply all his needs, again he is made to exclaim . . . “Now
unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
Phil. 4:20.

Therefore as we, like Paul, consider these things in our
own lives, well might we be moved to praise. Was this not as
much a character of the early Church as the oft-mentioned
seven pillars of Acts 2:41, 42? For it reads .. . “Praising God.
and having favor with all the people.” v. 47. Note carefully
that as they were careful for God’s glory, God was careful for
their blessing . .. “The Lord added to the Church daily.” May
it be so with us collectively and individually.

A.J. Higgins, M.D.

TABERNACLE MEDITATIONS

THE pillars of the court were set in sockets of copper, so
as one approaches the Tent of the Congregation, he is immed-
iately tested in righteousness and must come into the Sanc-
tuary in a God-appointed way, but the boards which upheld
the Tabernacle itself, the glorious curtains of glory and beauty
shrouding that Holiest of all and the Holy place were socketed
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in silver. It took 100 talents of silver, a talent under each
board, the sockets were to fit the two tenons under each board,
and four sockets of a talent each under the pillars of the beau-
tiful veil before the Holiest and the Mercy Seat and Cher-
ubims. This all speaks of the true foundation of God’s Sanc-
tuary in the midst of His people, socketed in that which speaks
so vividly of redemption. A half shekel of silver was given by
all of Israel at their numbering, hence the amount of silver -
the atonement money of all represented in this. This reminds
us that the true Church is built upon the sure foundation of
the atoning work of Christ and His precious blood. There were
left over of the atonement money of silver 1775 shekels. They
were used as we read in Exdus 38:17, 19 for the “hooks of the
pillars and their fillets of silver, and the overlaying of their
chapiters of silver’ - verse 17, also v. 19. Thus we see the court
pillars adorned with a silver chapiter and fillet on each of the
pillars - there would thus be about five hundred feet repres-
ented here, surrounding the court. Thus, while the sockets were
underneath each pillar and unseen, there was the silver rem-
embrance of the sacrifice and atoning work of Christ visible
on the top of each pillar.

It has been thought by some, and able expositors at that,
that there was a thin “rope” of silver connecting each pillar
at the top, using for all adorning and length the 1775 shekels.
This they have thought is the meaning of the “fillets of silver’
but it is highly improbable, if not impossible to stretch out the
1775 shekels of silver into a rope about 500 feet long with any
strength of purpose linking all pillars together. Rather would
we suggest that the silver on each pillar, or fillet (which latter
was really a band around the pillar), with the silver hooks
was , as mentioned, an adornment of silver (redemption) sur-
rounding the court of fine twined linen (the spotless right-
eousness of Christ) - A reminder of grace even though the pil-
lars themselves were socketed in copper (speaking of God
testing man as he approached to God).

In Chapter 25 of Exodus as the furniture of the Sanctuary
is brought before us God COMES OUT to man, hence the Ark
is mentioned and the Table and the Lampstand but in chapter
30 we find “man going in to God” hence we have the Altar of
Incense. the Laver. the principal spices of the anointing oil
and the sweet spices connected with the altar of incense (our
approach to our God with the sacrifice of praise and thanks-
giving, ascending as sweet incense) and it is in this chapter,
Exodus 30, verses 11 to 16, that we find the “numbering of the
people, every man giving a ransom for his soul’”’ - the half
shekel of silver of which we have been speaking. Only the
ransom of the soul. the accepted work of Christ on the Cross
made good to the sinner who comes as a needv and guilty one
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fit condition to worship. But are they so? Do not many come
and surround the Lord’s table wearied, careword, burdened
and vexed with wandering thoughts, and finding themselves
often incapable of rising above themselves and their circum-
stances? To such, what a blessing to hear the Bridegroom’s
voice, to have the words of life poured into their thirsty souls,
and thus, through breathing the pure atmosphere of heavenly
grace, to be caused to overflow with gratitude and praise.

Divine ministry will ever stoop to the real condition of
saints. True service wll deal with things as they are, however
far that is from what they ought to be.

The above is part of the basic teaching of the Word under
which we were trained sixty years ago and we have never
found any reason to depart from it, nor have we found any
substitute for it. The neglect of the Word of God in the ‘“rem-
embrance feast” is proverbial. some even going to the extent
of denying it altogether before the bread is broken - (very
few we thank God) and usually so little time left after the
partaking of the memorials that there is little, or any real min-
istry of a practical and useful character from the Book itself.

In our old Assembly - Central Hall in Detroit, with over
four hundred in fellowship there was never any restriction on
the leading of the Spirit of God and these were seasons that
touched the hearts of us all - the modern departure from this
produced deadness and dearth and lack of the Spirit’s leading,
resulting in a formality decidely foreign to the Lord’s Supper
as instituted by Himself in the Upper Room - may the Lord
speak to all of our hearts relative to this important facet of
our gathering to His Name. The Editor.)

STUDIES OF OUR SUBSCRIBERS

The following sent in to us as we are preparing this issue
of W. I. S. should be helpful to all our readers:

STEPS — Psalm 44:18 - Psalm 37:23.

THE RACE 1 Cor. 9:24, 25

THE WALK Ephesians 4:1

EACH STEP IMPORTANT Job 14:16
THREE STEPS UPWARD

Renewed

Transformed Romans 12:2

Strengthened Ephesians 3:16

THREE STEPS FORWARD
Building up yourselves Jude v. 20
Edifying one another Romans 14:19

Edifying the Church Ephesians 4:16
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THREE STEPS BACKWARD

Looking back Luke 9:62
Draw back Heb. 10:38
Went back John 6:66
THREE STEPS DOWNWARD
Conformed to this world Romans 12:2
Entangled Galatians 5:1
Overcome 2 Peter 2:19

“FOR even hereunto were ye called; because Christ also
suffered for us. leaving us an example, that ye should follow
His steps” . . . 1 Peter 2:21. From New York State

* e i * *

I HAVE been exercised of late as to our obligations to the
Word of God. They can be expressed in the words . . . READ
... FEED ... HEED. It is important for us to read the Word,
it is more important for us to feed upon it, that is, to meditate
uvon that which we read. But it is most important to HEED
THE WORD. This involves obeying explicitly that which we
have learned. Regarding this note Deut. 17:18, 20 where the
king is instructed, not only to read the Word, but to make for
himself a copy “that he may learn to fear the Lord his God,
to keep the words . . . to do them.”” Deut. 6:6, 17 instructs the
individual Israelite as to keeping the Word always before his
eves and on his lips. that he might diligently keep (obey)
them.

Again in Deut. 31:10. 13 when ithe people were gathered
together in the seventh year, the year of release, the Word
was to be read in the hearing of the people for the instruction
of the children who had not known anything, as to their con-
duct before the Lord.

In Joshua 1:8 Joshua is instructed to read, feed upon and
heed the Word and in the 119th Psalm. verses 9-11, this is
recommended as to the way to keep one’s self clean. Again in
1 Timothy 4:13, 16 the apostle Paul instructs Timothy as to
these very things and in Revelation 1:3 a special blessing is
seen for those who read and hear and keep the WORD.

From State of Iowa
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TABERNACLE MEDITATIONS

AS we know, when the camp was at rest, the Cloud hover-
ed over the Holiest of all and seemed to rest between the
Cherubim, looking down upon the mercy seat on the ARK -
this mercy seat being sprinkled with blood, before and on the
mercy seat, on the solemn Day of Atonement, once a year.
This blood was never removed from the golden mercy seat -
under the Cherubims was the meeting between God and a
redeemed people, Exodus 25:22. ‘Twas from that place of meet-
ing that God spoke to the people through His servant Moses.

IN THE MIDST

They were reminded thus of God’s presence, as He an-
nounced His desire in Exodus 25:8. We, in our day, gather
around Himself. He is our true drawing Power and Attraction,
as the little verse begins . . . “With Jesus in our midst, we
gather round the board.”

However, we would point out that, even as they journeyed
through the wilderness, the ARK was in the MIDST. In Num-
bers chapter four we have the preparation of the furniture
for traveling. The Vail of the Holiest was taken down by Aaron
and his sons, the priestly family, and the ARK was covered
with this precious type of Christ, both the ARK and the Vail
spoke of Him. Then over this there was a covering of badgers’
skins and over all “a cloth wholly of blue” verse 6. Then in
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chapter ten of Numbers we have the order of the march as
to their tribes - Levites bearing the structure of the Tabernacle
- Judah, Issachar, Zebulun then the Gershorites and Merarites
bearing the curtains, boards, etc. Following were Reuben, Sim-
eon and Gad. Then we see the Kohathites bearing the Sanc-
tuary on their shoulders, verse 21, and foremost, in the CEN-
TER we see the ARK, totally covered with the cloth of blue,
towering above the other vessels.

If we turn here to Psalm 80, verse 2 we read . . . “Before
Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up Thy strength,
and come and save us.”” This shows the true position of the
ARK in the midst of the tribes, even when they were journey-
ing on the march. Then, if we read on in Numbers 10 we see
the order confirmed, following the ARK—Ephraim, Manasseh,
Benjamin, Dan, Asher and Napthtali. So that even in the
march the supremacy of the ARK is maintained and unques-
tioned.

We should remember that we, in this dispensation of
grace, are “gathered unto the Lord’’ seven days as we consider
our local testimony. We are not always “in assembly’ but even
day by day we are part of the local church, or assembly, it
thus gathered. The ARK was outstanding amongst all with its
cloth of BLUE which reminds us that even as we travel
through the wilderness of this world we are “gathered to a
heavenly PERSON, our Lord Jesus Christ,” and we should
never forget our heavenly and separated character as the
people of God in the midst of a world that knows Him not.

We may consider the guidance of the CLOUD and the
ARK in another paper. The Editor

A WORD TO SPEAKERS

OCCASIONALLY brethren rise to speak at believers’
meetings declaring they have a message from God, and woe
to them if they had not risen to unburden their souls! We are
always suspicious of such speakers, for invariably they prove
disappointing. Had they a right conception of the fitness of
things, they would rise and modestly deliver their message,
and leave it to THEIR AUDIENCE to say whether it be of
God or not. Not everything that comes into the mind, and
seems to fill it, is a message from heaven. There are a few too
many “prophets’” whose utterances become a painful infliction
upon the Lord’s people. It is a responsible thing to rise and
occupy the time of a meeting unless to instruction and edifica-
tion. There is room for the man with the “five words,” equally
with the man of five thousand, provided both are led of God.
There are speakers who, all the while they are on the platform,
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PIONEER WCRK
“WHEN it pleased God . .. to reveal His Son in me, that

I might preach Him among the heathen (Gentiles) ... I went
into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus . . . Then after
three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter . . . afterwards

I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia; and was unknown
by face unto the churches of Judea which were in Christ . . .
and they glorified God in me.” Galatians 1:15, 24.

IN these abridged verses the beloved apostle Paul tells
of his call to the work of God — hence we notice that he had
spent approximately 10 to 12 years before he was fully known
among the churches of the saints. His first three years were
spent “in the desert with God for the most part’’ and what
wondrous lessons he learned there alone with His God. This
is where many preachers today lack this experience and
knowledge of God — hence their ministry suffers from this
communion with their Lord in “the desert places.”

After these three years, he was sent back to Tarsus and
in the immediate district and throughout Cilicia and Syria in
northern parts, he spent about 7 to 8 years — unknown to any
but God.

Later Barnabas in Acts 11:25 — ‘“departed to Tarsus, for

to seek Saul.” He was truly “a hidden man” — the kind of
man God could use — cp. Gideon of old “threshing wheat to
hide it from the Midianites” — to give food for the people
of God.

Again he speaks, years later to the Corinthian church . ..
“Are they ministers of Christ? I more, in labours more abun-
dant . . . in journeyings often, in perils of waters of robbers,
of mine own countrymen, . . . in perils in the wilderness, in
perils in the sea . . . in weariness and painfulness, in watchings
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and naked-
ness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh
upon me daily, the care of all the churches.”” 2 Cor. 12:23, 28.

And at the end of this devoted life of unselfishness and
love for the Gospel and the truth of God, he could write to
Timothy — 2 Tim. 4:6 . . . “For I am now ready to be offered
(poured forth), and the time of my departure is at hand. I
have fought a good fight, I have finished the course, I have
kept the faith.”

Blessed man — Happy servant — Humble shepherd —
faithful steward — wonderful example for all with the true
spirit of Christ in the service of the best of Masters.

o, L %

Does this not humble us as we think how little of true and
scriptural service is seen among us today after the divine
pattern?
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Detroit, Mich. — Our belcved sister Mrs. John Penhale (Mabel)
“went home’ to be with the Lord Sept. 21st, 1974. Saved many years
and in fellowship in old Central Hall Detroit assembly where, with her
husband, she enjoyed the fellowship and respect of us all there for years.
Of late years in fellowship in Stark Road Assembly here. They were old
friends of the days of the late T. D. W. Muir (the father of the work in
Detroit), Dr. Cameron, etc, and we feel a sincere loss in the homecail
of these staunch friends to the first principles. Her husband, in the
hospital was much tried that he could not attend and could well have
our prayers. I called to see him just prior to the service, read and prayed
with him, told him the portions of the Scriptures I would read.

East Lansing, Mich. — Our beloved and esteemed brother and
servant of Christ, William Warke was ‘‘called home" September
18th, aged 76. A native of Sion Mills, North Ireland, he was saved
October 4, 1916 while attending tent meetings of the late Mr. Tom
Campbell and fellow-worker. He came to U.S.A. in 1922 and was
commended from the Camden Assembly, in New Jersey, August 15,
1924.

He wrote and asked if he could join me in our Bible Carriage
work in Michigan, which he did in Winter of 1927-1928 and we
labored together in that work and in Winter in northern and is-
olated parts of Mich. and Wisc., also in Winter around Caro and
Cass City districts of Michigan as well as Jackson and other parts
of the State where the Lord gave us some happy times in the
Gospel. Later he worked much in Iowa with the late Oliver Smith
and others.

He was greatly respected and loved among us and throughout
the Continent wherever he went for His ministry and Gospel spirit,
a true lover of the precious WORD. He passed away, practically.
with the Bible in his hand, had just laid it to one side as he suc-
cumbed.

The funeral was large with representative brethren from var-
ious parts of the country. I mentioned at the service that, in our
almost 50 years, we never had a cross word.

His widow, Eleanor survives, also his daughter Dr. Elizabeth
Imeson of East Lansing assembly and his son William of Chicago.
We shall all miss him in this country for his faithful stand for God
and His truth and definite assembly testimony. We will have Photo
and Memorial in our next issue D. V. Brethren MacLeod. Graham.
Surgenor also took part in the Services - brother Albert Joyce of

Toronto an honorary pallbearer.

Moncton, N. B. — Our respected brother Donald MacDonald was
called home Sept. 3rd, an elder in the Assembly in Moncton for many
years. He was born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1886, came to Canada in
his teens. Saved and associated with the Assembly here for some fifty
years, a faithful brother and witness in the Gospel, with suitable words
for the saints also. He leaves two daughters and two sisters. His wife
predeceased him in April of this year.

North Ireland — Our beloved sister Mrs. Mary Bingham of Tully,
Co., Antrim was struck by a terrorist bullet while riding in a car driven
by her daughter. She passed away in a few moments in a local hospital
on September 7th. Saved 41 years ago, with a consistent record of hos-
pitality and care and she walked in the right ways of the Lord. Her
husband and her daughter are in Assembly fellowship at Tullylagan -
just had one daughter. They were worthy subscribers of ours and I be-
lieve valued much the ministry of W. I. S.

Chelmnsford, Mass. — A brother well known in the Boston district,
George W. Wacome was called home suddenly August 19. Saved at the
age of 17 in Boston and in fellowship in the old Cliff St. Assembly for
nearly fifty years. Faithful during his life im Gospel work, in making
contacts, also in open air and children’s meetings. He leaves his wife,
two sons and two daughters. We remember dear George back in the
early days of 1914-1916 in Cliff St., Boston.
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TOO LATE TO FORGIVE

WHEN life has gone and time has fled,
When breach survives and words we said;
‘Twill be too late to mend the heart
Too late to do the brother’s part.

To harbor wrong we mused upon

To fail where filial love’s unknown;
‘Twill only be to lose up there

And less of kingdom glory share.

Who can’t forgive has little part,
Has never known the loving heart;
Has nurtured fierce and evil thoughts
And fails at last and dies unsought.

Too late to break the pride of will,
Too late when all lies cold and still;
Too late to weep - - the deed is done
That lost the crown we might have won.

W. H. F.

DECEMBER. 1974
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CORRESPONDENT ADDRESS

York N. Y. — Mr. Edward M. Niebch, 9201 Robbins Road. Le Roy,
N. Y. 14482 for the Gospel Hall in York.

REPORTS

Fall Conferences — Reports have reached us from the following. in
cach case speaking of help in the ministry and the Gospel. in a few cases
smaller on account of not being a holiday weekend - ministry reported
helpful, and strengthening of the testimony, and practical as (o our
lives before the world. Some of older ministering brethren missed in
some cases, reminding us of the need for definite exercise on the part
of all who should take part in such gatherings: Sault Ste. Marie - a little
smaller - St. Thomas, Ont. - large - Steubenville, Ohio, a little smaller -
Cleveland, Ohio, a few less. Manchester. lowa., usual attendance - Blue
River, Wisc., larger, Clinton, Ont., as usual, Hitesville, as usual. Further
reports tell of ministry helpful and practical at Terryville, Conn., and
Detroit, (Stark Road Conference) was a happy time with practical. heart-
scarching ministry for those with conscience towards God - various
assemblies from Michigan and elsewhere were present with many young-
er believers, enjoying happy fellowship together. Michigan is an old
field of the editor’s where we spent forty years of labor. Eden Grove,
Ont., reported good also. Detroit and Cleveland Conferences exceptionally
good, many said.

Pennsauken, N. J. — A special Gospel effort commenced here No-
vember 3rd., saints looking forward to seeing God’s hand - brethren
Smith and Higgins preaching.

Vancouver, B. C. — Bro. Alves returned from a visit East as far as
the Soo. Ont., also visiting Roseisle, keeping fairly well. We heard also
that brother A. Stewart had a fractured leg where he is staying with a
family in Sumas, Wash., on the border.

Seattle, Wash. — God has been pleased to add two young couples to
the Assembly recently (West Woodland). cheering the saints. Both related
to the Bourland family of Phoenix.
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HOW TO READ THE HOLY SCRIPTURES—

By Thomas Newberry, Editor of the
“Englishman’s Bible.”

THREE METHODS OF READING MAY BE MENTIONED:

1. The attentive hearing and accurate reading of the Word of God in
the divine presence, and in dependence on the teaching of the Spirit
of God, the ear of the soul being opened to hear what the Spirit saith.

2. So hearing or reading, so that the truth may lead to an experi-
mental acquaintance with the mind of God, and affect the heart and
character.

3. The Word of God so heard, so read, that it might lead to practical
results, wrought out amidst the actual circumstances of every day life.

When the Scriptures are read in the light of the Divine presence,
their truth and beauty are distinctly seen. When read in the appren-
hension of the Person and Work of Christ, the central theme of inspired
Scripture, the heart is warmed, and comforted. When interpreted and
brought home by the power of the Holy Ghost, ungrieved, invited, and
depended upon, the fruits of the Spirit will be brought forth in their
fulness and perfection.

ONE of the saddest regrets thot can enter the human heart is at
the grave of some beloved one to remember thoughtlessness and hasty
words, little deeds of selfishness which caused pain; or the omission
of those small courtesies which add so much to the smoothness of life's
motion. By nature many of us are so abrupt, so quick to take an
affront, so impatient with slowness, weakness, illness; but all these
things do more than we know to grieve the Spirit of God.
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“Esau men’’ not godly men and a day of reckoning is at hand.
Even James, the early writer of N. T. Revelation tells us as
to envy and strife, in chapter 3:15 . . . “This wisdom decen-
deth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.”

We can trace the “old hatred” today even in the East
as to Israel’s enemies. That small nation is surrounded by
descendants of this same line of hatred. It is a question wheth-
er this shall not light the torch of world conflict as we write
this in 1974.

This hatred and unforgiving spirit is the character cf the
“natural man’’ as recorded in Romans 8:6. 7 . . . For “the
minding of the flesh” (to be carnally minded) is death; but
the “minding of the Spirit” is life and peace, (the spiritual
mind). Again in verse 7 we note . . . “Because the minding
of the flesh is enmity against God.”’ (The carnal mind). You
will notice in your marginal reading the above distinctions
as to the “natural mind” and the “minding of the Spirit.” This
helps us to understand the enmity between Esau and Jacob.
It was the hatred of the “natural mind” against ‘“‘the spirit-
ual.”’

CARNALITY IN THE CHURCH

Referring to the “natural’ or “carnal” we note the distinc-
tion in the use of the word as found in 1 Cor. 3:1 . . . “carnal,
even as unto babes in Christ.”” This, of course, was the activity
of the flesh in this instance but different from that in Romans
8:5, 8. Here, in Corinth, they were in an infantile state, under-
developed, whereas in the reference to the “carnally minded”
in Romans 8 it is the “natural mind” that knows not Christ
that is noted. The difference in these two is marked by a real
repentance on the part of the Church at Corinth, as in 2 Cor.
7:8, 11. Whereas in the case of the “natural’”’” man like Esau,
there NEVER WAS REPENTANCE but the well developed
hatred throughout life against Jacob. As we have noted abcve

. “He corrupted his compassions.” When any thnught of
pity or compassion arose in his heart, for did not God ofien
strive with man, he stifled and crushed it down. Pity and
compassion are never seen in Esau. Even when he met up
with Jacob on the two occasions noted, God had to lay His
restraining hand on Esau lest he would slay Jacob. Beware
of “hard,, and “unyielding” men - they are the natural tool

of the enemy.
* * * * *

There is nothing in which we so signally fail as in the
cultivation of a confiding and thankful spirit.

Ten thousand mercies are forgotten in the presence of
a single trifling privation.
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MEDITATIONS ON PSALM 103
By the late William Williams of Venezuela

Mr. Williams sent us these thoughts on this lovely Psalm
a good many years ago - it was his custom to write for us fre-
quently in Words In Season and we often say that “truly
spiritual ministry never dies.”

THIS Psalm begins with individual praise and ends with
universal praise. Iie found plenty to praise God for, and a
praising soul is a grateful soul, and a grateful soul is a soul in
good condition. There are about thirty exhortations to be
thankful in the Pauline Episles. Cicero said, “Gratitude is
the mother of all virtue.” In 1 Samuel 18 we get a good exam-
ple of this ... “‘And it came to pass when he had made an end
of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit to
the soul of David and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.
And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him,
and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword.
and to his bow, and to his girdle.”” verses 1 to 4.

Jonathan had felt the sad reproach of that uncircumcised
Philistine defying the armies of Israel. For forty days he had
known the boastings of Goliath, and he knew too well that
there was not a man in the army to meet him. Sad forebod-
ings filled his honest heart as to how it would all end? Now
David the deliverer was before him, and his heart went out
in gratitude to that ruddy youth and nothing seemed too good
to give him. He had no reserve that day. Herein lies the source
of all true Christian service - gratitude to our David, our
blessed Lord Jesus Christ. As we contemplate our Lord meet-
ing the Devil at the Cross, and delivering those who through
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage, be-
cause of sin - Hebrews 2: 15, are we not grateful? Have we any
reserve? Can we not sing truthfully: “Love so amazing, so
divine, demands my heart, my life, my all?”

FIRST LOVE

That day of Jonathan’s first love he was ready to give all
he had. How sad that later on he would not share David's
rejection! First love had waned and lost its ardor. So is it
with many a Christian. In their early days, nothing is too
good for their Lord: but as time passes worldly wisdom sug-
gests certain reserves - - it is not necessary to go to all the
Assembly meetings: it is well to prepare for a rainy day, so
give less to the Lord, and so on. Thus the fine gold becomes
dim.

In Luke 17:17 the Lord asks a question, sadly ... “Where
are the nine?” Ah! that loving heart felt keenly the ingrat-
itude of the nine. Cleansed from that foul malady, leprosy,
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they did not even return to thank their deliverer. “Where are
the nine?”’” We might well ask this today at the Bible Reading
- at the Prayer Meeting - at the street meeting - at the mission-
ary meeting. “Where are the nine?” when we think of our
little corner here in Venezuela - open doors - invitations from
the unsaved to come and have meetings, and houses offered
to have them in. Many a state without a God-sent evangelist.
(we can re-echo this in this favored land of the United States
- many a State never entered totally with the Gospel for a
worker to remain in for years - too many assemblies beckon-
ing with little laboring and Conferences where younger men
are in evidence instead of being in the field-Editor).

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His bene-
fits.”’ Unthankful and unholy tersely describes us before we
were saved, 1 Tim. 3:2. But now we should be thankful and
holy. Oh for a grateful spirit toward our God! Oh for some
tangible evidence that we love Him! Oh for grace to give up
the goodly apparel. the sword, the bow, the girdle, to the One
Who tasted death’s bitter cup for me! Oh for some trophy to
lay at His feet at His Coming! Something that will gladden the
heart of the Christ of God, Who loved me and gave Himself
for me.

The sins of all who are in Christ were borne by Him at
the Cross, and are gone as far as the East is from the West.
However, do not confound sin with service. All our service
will be judged at His Coming, 2 Cor. 5:10. “Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.”
Pity cannot be compared to distance so the figure used is a
father’s pity. I went to visit a man not long saved, who lived
near San Felipe. When I rode on horseback into the yard all
the children came to see the newcomer. His wife came for-
ward and shook hands, but I did not dismount. The children
were dirty and sparsely clad. One chubby little fellow of about
three years had soiled badly the dress he was born with, and
I was glad that I was well up on my horse so that I would not
have to touch the nude child. A man stepped out from the
house and instead of shaking hands with me he heard the
child’s cry and made a bee line for him; took him up in his
arms; gave him a good hug; and planted a kiss on his cheek.
That was his father. He knew the boy, dirt, trouble and all,
and he pitied him because he had a father’s heart.

Yes, beloved fellow saint, we get into trouble at times,
are misjudged, misunderstood by even our most intimate
friends; but how blessed to have a Father in Heaven Who, no
matter how faulty, never misunderstands us, and is ever ready
to give us that loving embrace, when we turn to Him, for
“He knoweth our frame.”” The Lord help us then to have
a true spirit of gratitude and thankfulness to Him, and it will
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put new life into the home, the business, the Assembly; and
then service for the Lord will become a real joy.

“Go, labour on, ‘tis not for naught,
Thy earthly loss is heav’nly gain:

Men heed thee, Love thee, praise thee not,
The Master praises . . . what are men?”

NOTES OF AN OLD CONFERENCE MEETING
By the late James Meharg, Ireland

D. Munro. - Read John 17. Chapter twelve of this Gospel
ends Christ’s ministry to the world. In chapters 13, 14, 15 and
16, He is alone with His disciples. And in chapter 17 He is
speaking to God about them. We often hear the cry from
certain quarters, “Minister Christ.” I would ask, In what
aspect? In the Song of Solomon I read of Christ with His locks
bushy, and black as a raven; and in Rev. 1. we read of Him
with eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass.
Brethren, it depends upon our condition of soul as to what
aspect of Christ should be ministered to us. He “kills and
makes alive." We shrink and shift, and do not like the washing
of Chapter 13, but depend upon it, the WASHING comes be-
fore the SANCTUARY. The Scriptures brother Smith read
were on my mind this afternoon; and as He leads us into
the Sanctuary, we must come by the laver. The hired ser-
vant’s word was “I love MY MASTER” - not my work, nor my
associations, nor my family. With many today it’s MY WORK.
Is He first? He ought to be. Today we heard a little from the
first chapter of Hebrews. If we did not hear His voice, the
Lord have mercy on us! In chapter 10, we have reference to
Ps. 40, “I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is
within my heart.”” He had the bored ear. Have we the opened
ear to hear Him dealing with God in Gethsemane, “Not my
will but thine be done.” Christ as the burnt offering was all
for God FIRST. In the “Meat Offering” we have Christ in His
life. Notice how that in this offering we have the frankincense
ascending to God. There were glories in His life that God alone
could appreciate and enjoy. With us it is often the creature
first and not God, but with Him it was always God first. Christ
gave Himself. The giver gives value to the gift. Is my preach-
ing for God or for man, or for Christians. Am I filling my place
for God?

J. Smith. - Read 1 Sam. 30. There were “Men of Belial”
with David; and in contrast to these we have such men as Jon-
athan whose heart was reached and won by David’s work and
words. He stripped himself for David’s sake; he spake good of
David and renewed the covenant; he went to David and
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fellow-believers. - and many a saint needs help, - a God glorify-
ing help to one another; a blessing to the world; and a praise
to Him.

D. Munro. - Read Judges 13:1-14. She was to bring forth
a Nazarite. You preaching brethren, is this what you go in for;
or is it numbers? I’'ve often thought that Acts 15:36, “Let us
go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have
preached the Word of the Lord and see how they do,” would
be a good test for some preachers. I fear some would have
trouble finding them. What we want is to be in the condition
of soul to bring forth Nazarites. The same thing applies to
Assemblies. Do the newly saved find the Assembly a nursery?
Paul was a nursing father, see 1 Thess. 2:7-11. He was gentle
among them as a nurce cherisheth her own children, - not a
hired nurse. Then as to “ordering’’ the child. Read Acts 2:42.
They were baptized; they were together; gathered in that Name
by the one Spirit. Turn to Matt. 18:20. Here we have the As-
sembly in human responsibility, acting in the mind of God.
What was bound on earth was bound in heaven; and what they
asked for was granted. “For where two or three are gathered
together in my Name there am I in the midst;” there is my
authority. Now there is not a Sect, Mission, nor society in
Christendom has this, - not one. Turn to Acts 2:36. God has
made this same Jesus both Lord and Christ. Have we entered
into God’s mind about His blessed Son to whom every knee
shall bow? The carnal cannot enter into such wisdom, see 1
Cor. 2:6-10, and Eph. 1:20-23, but the spiritual can; and we
never can help a man to get out of a bog by getting in beside
him.

J. Smith. - God is a God of variety. After a long walk with
a brother, Andrew Fraser said, “I’'m the Lord’s own Andrew
Fraser and your the Lord’s own David Oliver.”” I'm the Lord’s
own John Smith, and I want to be no other body. We had read
to us today Jer. 23:21, about running unsent, and not standing
in the divine counsel. Read Lam. 2:14, “Thy prophets have
seen vain and foolish things for thee, and they have not dis-
covered thine iniquity.” Consequently there was no confes-
sion; nothing to cause it; they prophecied SMOOTH things, and
the people liked to have it so, saying peace when there was
no peace. Paul wrote to Timothy, “Take heed to thyself, - self
first, and then to the “teaching” next. When I worked in the
Hall’'s yard sometimes a ship would come in that had to be
drydocked, and then we got our three-cornered scrapers and
went at it to scrape off the barnacles. It was not a very nice job
but it was very needful, and we went at it until the bottom was
clean; then came the caulking and the painting. Many want
the latter and kick against the former. Brother how is your
soul? Do you want only the brushing up; or do you want the
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altar; it shall never go out.” So, as the camp was pitched and
the altar set up, there was a constant remembrance of the
Cross-work of our Lord ascending to God as a “sweet savour.”

THE INCENSE ALTAR

Then, inside the Holy Place, before the vail, the sweet
incense described for us in Exodus 30:34, 38, was always to be
burning thereon, morning and evening (through the night)
as in verses 7 and 8 of this chapter, ascending to God as a sweet
savour of Christ in all the virtue and preciousness of His sin-
less humanity, all His life and death rising in ever-increasing
value to His Father God. All the ingredients of the sweet spices
as described in the chapter mentioned, all having in them
some reference to “the tree” - outer bark. inner bark, pith and
outflowing stacte, compounded as only God could, and all
bringing before our hearts for praise and worship the excell-
encies of His Glorious Person - our Lord Jesus Christ.

OUTSIDE THE CAMP

There was yet another fire . . . “in the place of the ashes
outside the camp.’’ Here the sin offering, the bullock, the skin,
the flesh, head, legs, yea the whole bullock was to be burned
on the wood with the fire, the inward parts having been ex-
cised and put on the burnt offering altar, and this fire was a
consuming fire, speaking to us of God’s wrath against sin.

This also reminds us that even as Christ was bearing our
sins in His own body on the tree, between the time of the
morning and evening sacrifices, He was at one and the same
time bringing satisfaction to God as well as making expiation
for sin. This preciousness of Christ, when apprehended, intro-
duces us into the wondrous depths of Calvary and causes our
hearts to ascend in wonder and the true spirit of worship and
thanksgiving to God. So that we have three fires for our con-
sideration in the Tabernacle types, which, in reality, bring us
to the ONE OFFERING, eternally never to be forgotten:

1. The incense burning on the golden altar, never seen by
the congregation, nor savored by them, save by the
priestly family. It was for our God.

o

The “ascending fire of sweet savour” on altar of burnt
offering at door of the court - a meeting place for sin
and thanksgiving freely offered.

3. The total consuming fire where the sin offering was
burnt in the place of the ashes, outside the camp - tell-
ing us of the fierce wrath of God against sin at Calvary
but, thank God, this “fire of God” did not touch the
Deity of our Lord. He consumed the fire of divine
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wrath against sin and we, who are saved, stand where
the fire hath been, under the shadow of the Cross and
on the ground of the precious blood poured forth there.

We trust these meditations may be of value to us as we
seek to learn a little more of these precious types and their
deep meaning for us. We are not forgetting the “pillar of fire”
in the cloud, but that is a different subject. The Editor

SEPARATION FROM EVIL

IT is not enough that I should walk with the Lord individ-
ually, but I must clear myself of association with that which
is contrary to His Name. Such is the meaning of purging my-
self - 2 Tim. 2:21. It is not the question of discipline, dealing
with evil ways; but here we are in a state of things where we
are in danger of being mixed up with vessels unto the Lord’s
dishonour. Nothing can sanction this. . . It is unholy to tamper
with evil. Therefore it is incumbent for the Christian to look
to this gravely - never to be dragged by the fear of breaking
unity into accrediting what dishonours the Lord. (There is so
much talk of ‘union’ today with unscriptural associations, or
societies, we do well to heed this - editor).

Now this is in particular a difficulty for saints, when they
have revived before the soul the blessedness of maintaining
the unity of the Spirit; but it is not maintaining the unity of
the Spirit to couple with the Name of the Lord that which is
sinful and fleshly. It is well to maintain the largest heart for
everything that is really for Christ. But we must exclude that
which is contrary to His Name; and the very same desire to
prove one’s love, one’s faith, one’s appreciation of Christ, will
make one anxious not to be dragged into that which is not
for His glory.

Isolation is never desirable, though it may be sometimes
necessary. But no man ought to separate himself from the
children of God, unless it be a dire necessity for the Lord;
it is clearly not according to Christ. It seems to me, I confess,
that if there were simplicity of faith, the Lord would give one
eyes to see some at least that call upon the Lord out of a pure
heart.

Thus we have everything cared for here; the state of con-
fusion is clearly depicted, as it then was beginning, and as
results have proved yet more. How gracious of the Lord to
point out the path for the saint, separate from that which
grieves the Lord, yet enjoying all that He sees good for us of
the privileges of Christianity. The comfort is that, if prepared
to cleave to the will of the Lord alone, we shall have, through
grace, fellowship with the truehearted. W. K.
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NEW PATHS, AND THOSE WHO TREAD THEM
Notes from an Address by William Lincoln

WHILST some will not move out of their old ruts at all,
others hurriedly accept as “the truth” every new doctrine
that is put forth, without testing it by the Word of the Lord,
and impulsively hasten on after what not seldom turns out to
be a “will-o’-the-wisp,” if not an actual mistake, and then re-
turn wounded and broken, to the place from whence they set
out. This would have been avoided, if each step of the way
had been carefully felt, and severally taken with God. They
take a plunge into some new “ism,” and judge all others to be
half-hearted, who do not take precisely the same plunge. Then
presently, finding out their error, and that “all is not gold
that glitters,” they come stumbling out again. Then such often
proceed to impugn every atom of the truth, which, they had
only learned in their heads, but never felt the power of in
their hearts and consciences. Then, after having given up their
latest theories, and gone quite back from the truth, their next
work is to despise and speak evil of others, who will not follow
them in their retrograde course, nor plunge into their last
novelty. Only those who learn the truth directly from God,
and humbly, yet firmly walk therein, will be preserved from
being led astray into new paths which are of man’s devising,
or from slipping back into that, out from which God’s czll once
brought them. I do not admit that it is a difficult thing to know
the way of the Lord. If we keep our eye on a Risen Christ, we
shall very quickly apprehend what is for His honour, and what
dishonours Him.

CONTENTION

MANY a sharp conflict there has been between saint and
saint, scuffling in the dark through misunderstanding of the
truth, and each other, or through unwillingness to obey the
truth on the part of one or the other. Abraham and Lot had
strife. Aaron and Miriam jostled with Moses for the wall, till
God interfered and ended the quarrel by his stroke on Miriam.
The apostles, in the presence of their Master were at high
words contesting who should be the greatest.

Now in these civil wars among saints Satan is the great
kindle coal, though little seen because, like Ahab, he fights in
disguise, playing first on one side and then the other aggrav-
ating every petty injury and so provoking to wrath and re-
venge. Because of this the apostle dehorting from anger says,
Give no place to the devil; as if he had said, Fall not out
among yourselves except you long for the devil's company.
Gregory compares the saints in their sad differences to two
cocks which Satan the master of the pit sets fighting, in hope
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when killed to feed upon them at night. We by our mutual
strifes give the devil a staff to beat us with. He cannot well
work without fire and therefore blows up these coals of con-
tention which he uses at his forge to heat up our spirits into
wrath and then we are malleable and easily hammered as he
pleaseth. Meek Moses when provoked speaks unadvisedly. This,
if nothing else, should sound a retreat to our unhappy differ-
ences. What folly it is to bite and devour one another to make
hell sport! We are prone to mistake our heat for zeal, whereas
commonly in strife between saints, it is a fireship sent in by
Satan to break their unity and order; wherein while they stand
they are an Armada invincible, and Satan knows that he has
no other way but this to shatter them. When the Christian’s
language, which should be one, begins to be confounded, they
are then near a scattering. It is time for God to part His chil-
dren when they cannot live in peace together. But woe to the
one who, like Lot, separates from the man of God, preferring
the flesh pleasing well watered plains of Sodom. It must needs
be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the of-
fence cometh. Matt. 18:7.

A SUGGESTION . .. “I have been for twelve months going
in and out of the meeting and scarcely any one ever speaks
to me.” Thus speaks many a lonely one. Would those who
possess something of the shepherd’s heart take a note of
this, get the name and address of any newcomer and either
call on them or seek a call from them. This would be a
grand work for elderly, motherly sisters — Titus 2:3, 5. If
heaven is our home, we shall expect to feel at home in it.
No loneliness there: let our gatherings be the same: happy
family circles where each newcomer shall feel the kindly
warmth of true Christian fellowship.

Editor’s note — we see much discourtesy in this respect
at times. Some, frequent in attendance at meetings other than
breaking of bread, are seldom recognized or spoken to at
times. Such are not easily drawn with true Christian love
to seek further identification.

A wealthy farmer was in the habit of having a nightly
reading of the Scriptures with his family and dependents,
after which he generally engaged in prayer. One evening he
prayed very earnestly for the poor and starving, there being
great distress in his neighborhood. On rising from his knees
one of his children, a bright little fellow, said, - “Papa, I do
wish I had some of your corn.” “Why, my child?” “Because,”
said he, “I'd soon answer your prayer.”
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QUESTIONS and ANSWERS

Question: Is there a danger of a servant of Christ being too much
taken up with his work, allowing this to domintate his thinking, his con-
versation, and his correspondence, to the exclusion of his own soul’s
spiritual welfare, or his appreciation of Christ and the development of a
Christlike spirit of humility and unselfishness . . . in other words, too
much of self?

Answer: This is a very prevalent and deceptive condition. It is not a
case of doing too much but of emphasizing the labor so as to attract
attention to such and, incidentally, to one’s self. To a people looking
for something exciting, or so construed, this has an appeal to not a few
who respond favorably, and financially. Herein lies the danger. We
think of the beloved apostle and his companions who are described
faithfully in 2 Cor. 2:17 . . . “For we are not as many, which corrupt
(hucksterize) the Word of God, but as of God, in the sight of God speak
we in Christ.”

We have, in our files, some of the old letters written by men of God
who knew what it was to pioneer, look for their own lodgings, look after
themselves, often sleeping in the tent they preached in, often weeks and
more away from any Assembly, and these letters, acknowledging fellow-
ship say in small amounts of $5.00 or $10 or the like were answered in
such a Christlike manner, never making mention of any hardship, but
letters filled with their meditations to encourage the young believers or
others who thus wrote to them to seek to know more of the Lord Him-
self. Such opening up of the Word of God in these communications to the
recipients who donated them to ourselves to read, proved to be a blessing
to such younger believers. The WORK was not the prominent thing but
the WORD which they sought to make precious to others.

Question: Is the ‘‘back-seat” so-called the proper place for the un-
saved, or those professing but not in assembly fellowship? Is setting
them in the circle and leaving the matter of partaking of the memorials
a matter for themselves to decide?

Answer: This euesion which came to us very recently from the
middle West tells a story in itself. It shows there are those today who
would make the Lord's table, or the Lord’s Supper, more or less of a
religious feature. without definite and scriptural procedures being carried
out. The divine order is given us in Acts 2:41, 42, and further brought
clearly before us in the Epistles to the Corinthians, called the Charter
of the Church and all the above liberal, unscriptural and sectarian ideas
show us how far many who once professed to believe and obey the
Word as to ‘‘testimony to the Name of the Lord” have drifted.

Every proper Assembly has a place provided for those not in fellow-
ship and to set such in the circle is wrong and only makes for confusion.
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