
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Importance of the Anklet

Judges 1
William Lavery

The book of Judges brings us face
to  face  with  conditions  amongst
God's earthly people in the past that

#:gvtehneij;  Ppaer#: :Td°anyg.St B€?odr':
Moses expired, he appointed Joshua
as his replacement (Num 27:15-23).
Judges   1:1   reads,   ``Now  after  the
death of Joshua." Moses who led the
Israelites  out  of  Egypt  and  Joshua
who led them into their inheritance,
had  gone  the  way  of  all  flesh,  so
could no longer be of assistance to
the Lord's people.

During  the   early  days   of  the
church, the apostle Paul guided the
Lord's people and before he finished
his course he committed the truth of
God to his son in the faith, Timothy.
God called Moses and Joshua home
to  glory  and  lsrael's only available
resources were God and His Word,
and beloved, our strength today lies
in the same God and in the Word of
His grace. Paul and Timothy are no
more, but our blessed Lord remains
the same, and we have the complete
cannon  of Holy Scripture to  guide
and instruct us.

Alas,   Israel   manifested   much
weakness and unbelief as they en-
tered  into  their  God  given  inheri-
tance.  Exodus 13:3 says,  ``The Lord
brought you  out," and  in verse  11,
"The Lord shall bringthee into," and

in  verse  18,  ``God  led  the  people

#i°duetr'netshsr.9uGg:dti:eas;::d°afstHhi:
Word,  for  He brought them out of
Egypt and  through  the  wilderness.
Will   He  not  bring  them   into  the
land? They should have relied total-
ly on God, and we can trust our God
whatever the circumstance.

ln Judges  1 :2, Judah  asked  God
forhelptodispossesstheenemyand
then   in   verse  2   asks   help   from
Simeon. The weakness and  lack of
full  dependance  upon  God  is very
evident. Partial trust brought partial
deliverance from their enemies, and
in  verse  19,  "He  (Judah) drave  out
the inhabitants of the mountain, but
could  not drive out the  inhabitants
of  the  valley,   because  they  had
chariots  of iron."  The  fourth  king-
dom  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream
"shall  be strong as iron: forasmuch

as   iron   breaketh   in   pieces   and
subdueth all" (Dan 2:40). Man could
not halt the  progress of the  mighty
Roman   army,   but   ``The   God   of
heavenshallsetupakingdomwhich
shallneverbedestroyed...butitshall
break  in  pieces  and...it  shall  stand
for  ever"  (Dan  2:44).  Praise  God!
our impossibilities are God's oppor-
tunities to display His power. Judah
should  have  shown  confidence  in
Almighty  God,   and   beloved,   so
should we.

Most of judges 1  is a catalogue of
lsrael's failure to drive out their en-
emies.Attimestheyreliedonothers
and  not  on  God  alone,  and  their
enemies  dwelt  among  them,  and
they dwelt amongst their enemies.
Instead   of  Dan   dispossessing  his
enemy,  ``The  Amorites  forced  him
into the mountain" (v 34).  Beloved,
are  we  enjoying  our  inheritance?
We should be enj.oying it in goodly
measure  for  ``Having  believed  ye
have been sealed with the Holyspirit
of promise who is the earnest of our
inheritanceto(ie.upto)theredemp-
tion of the acquired possession'' (Eph
1:13-14   JND).   Ann   Ross   Cousin
expresses it beautifully in her well-
known hymn "The streams on earth
l've  tasted,   more   deep   1'11   drink
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above."

The days of the Judges were days
ofdifficultyanddeparturefromGod

::Fs:r:faEi:yi::kTe"dT-huepr:n:haes':Sot
king  in  Israel:  every  man  did  that
which  was  right  in  his own  eyes."
Whilst this verse describes the gen-
eral conditions that prevail, we find
a  welcome  exception   in  Achsah
(Judges  1 :11 -15).

This oasis in the desert of depar-
ture tells of a father, a bridegroom,
and a bride, and immediatelywe are
reminded of our  Father,  our Bride-
groom, and ourselves who are part
of the bride of christ. Achsah's name
means anklet and is derived from a
word that means a fetter, hence an
anklet or stocks or a tinkling orna-
ment. Like pau I, Achsah is a prisoner
of the  Lord  and this  emanates in  a
beautiful walk that is well  pleasing
to  God  and  attractive  to  man.  An
anklet   is   small   yet   symbolic   of
something that is of the utmost im-
portance, a beautiful walk in a day
of  departure.   Debir  (Oracle)  was
originallyKirjath-sepher(Thecityof
the  book),  and  Kirath-sepher  was
smitten.Alastomostofchristendom,
the inspired Word of God is only an
ordinary  book.  Perhaps  our  senti-
ments were  similar in  our unsaved
days.  Praise God for the change of
heart  that  transpired  when   God
saved  us!  The  Book, then,  became
to  us,  the  living,  divine  oracle  of
God,  the  power that  changed  our
thinking and our lives.

Abeautifulwalkisafruitfulwalk,
and  in  order to  be fruitful, Achsah
asked   her  father  for  a  field.   Her
request is granted and she receives a
south  land. The south typifies  light
and warmth and both are essential
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for fruitbearing,  but suitable condi-
tions  alone do  not guarantee fruit-
fulness in our lives.  Every action of
our  blessed  Lord  was  fruitful  and
everything that we do in a Christlike
manner  is fruitful  to  God.  Perhaps
most of our service is executed in the
energy of the flesh,  but everything
that Christ did was in the power of
the Spirit. Achsah needed springs of
water,  and  so do we, for springing
water  is  emblematic  of  the   Holy
Spirit. Her father gave her the upper
and the lower springs and our Father
has  given  us  His  Spirit.
springs remind  us of the
gushed from the smitten rock of Mt.
Horeb in  Exodus  17, and the lower
springs of the well  in  Numbers 21.

Our Lord instructed the disciples
totarryinJerusalemuntiltheywould
be endued with power from on high,
and  this  was  fulfilled  at  Pentecost
when  the  Holy  Spirit  was  poured
out.  From that day until  now every
believerisindweltbytheHolyspirit.

Thedisciplesdidnothingbutwait
in Jerusalem and all were sealed by
this  divine   Person.   We   also   did
nothing and we were all sealed with
that  Holy  Spirit  of  promise  upon
believing (Eph  1 :13).  Being indwelt
by, and being under the control  of
the  Holy  Spirit  are  two  vastly  dif-
ferent things. Exodus 17 is a picture
ofthatwhichtookplaceatpentecost,
but Numbers 21  is more the practi-
cal  or subjective  side.  Princes  dug
the wells with staves and the staff is
the  symbol  of the  pilgrim,  and  be-
loved, we are princes, the royalty of
heaven, and we are pilgrims travel-
ing  to   our   home   on   high.   Our
standing before God is unassailable
since  we  are  indwelt  by  a  divine
Person, and as pilgrims our desire is
to  be subject to  Him. When  under
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His control, we manifest a beautiful
walk, God will use us, as He did the
princes  of  old,  to  refresh  and  en-
courage  ourselves  and  our fellow-
pilgrims.

Judges is a book of mountain and
val ley experiences and we too have
our  ups  and  clowns.  When  down,
we cry out to God in our difficulty,
and  He  graciously  draws  near  to
streng[henusbyHisspirit.However,
when things go right we often forget
our  need  of the Spirit's  ministry.  If
God will use us we must avail our-
selves  of  both  the  upper  and  the

i;#:rE::'tnhges.bTehaeut:fnui'ej:ikatshTta:i
represents  is  of  paramount  impor-
tance. Such  a walk is a  necessity if
we  are to  please  God  and  live  an
effective testimony in the world in a
day   of   much   unbelief  and   un-
faithfu I ness.                                       I

Crowns for Christians
For  Soul  Winners  -  of  glorying

andrejoicingifconvertsstand(Thess
2:19).

For Under Shepherds -Crown of
glory (  1  Pet 5:4).

For Godly  Old Age  -(on  earth)
(Prov  16:31 ).

Possible for all  Believers

Incorruptible Crown -The Chris-
tian  race (1  Cor.  9:25).

Crown of Life -Enduring tempta-
tion  (Jam  1 :12).

Crown of Life -Overcomi ng (Rev
2:10).

Crown of Righteousness -Loving
His appearing (2 Tim 4:8).

Selected

The   hope  of  the   believers  at
Thessalonica  is  described  as,  "To
wait for  His  Son  from  Heaven"  (1
Thess 1 :10). Jesus came in the flesh
to redeem  us;  He sent His Spirit to
sanctify us; He wil I soon come again
and receive us to Himself that where
He is we may be also. This is a most
glorious event.  It is constantly kept
before the minds of the Lord's people
in  the   New  Testament.   It   is  our
Blessed Hope. We are deeply inter-
ested in  it, should frequently medi-
tate upon it, daily prepare for it and
be found  in a waiting posture. We
are children and our saviour is com-
ing  to  take  us  Home;  we  are  ser-
vants, and our Master is coming to
call us to account; we are sons, and
our  Lord  is coming to  link  us with
Him in  His glorious reign.

The   Lord  will   come  very  sud-
denly. He will come when very few
expect   Him.   The   virgins   will   all
slumber and  sleep,  but  ``let  us  not
sleep as do others, but let us watch
and  be  sober"  (1  Thess  5:6).  Jesus
may come before morning. He will
certainly come soon. Are we ready
for His coming? Should we be glad
to  hear the trumpet-sound,  see the
heavens   open,   and   behold   Him
come to the air for His blood-bought
people? lf He should not come to us
very  soon,  we  shall  go to  be  with
Him.   Let  us  therefore   prepare  at
Once.
``The Saviour comes!  He  comes to

reign,
To banish sorrow, sin and pain;
Prepare my soul, and patient wait,
So shall thy peace and joy be great."

A Momentary Hope
``The  Lord  is at Hand" (Phil 4:5).
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The Lord Jesus is coming. When He
will  come  is not known  by men or
angels; we should always be ready.
If  we   realize   the   certainty   and
nearness of the Lord's Coming, we
should not be ensnared by the world,
as we too often are. Our love should
be withdrawn  from  present things,
and we should be daily laying up for
ourselves treasures  in  Heaven.  He
will  come to close the  present dis-
pensation, to judge the people, to be
glorified in  His saints and to reward
every one according to his works.

The Lord is at hand!" We should
think of this; we should  realize it; it
would preserve us from temptation;
it  would   prevent   our   backsliding
and it would deepen our seriousness
and   spirituality.   He   will   come,
therefore  we  should  expect  Him,
prepare for Him, invite Him, and be
found waiting,  looking and  longing
for His appearing. When He comes,
He  will  bring  us  grace,  destroy  all
our  foes,  conform  us  to  His  own
lovely image and then introduce us
to  Glory.  When  Jesus  comes,   His
people   will   be   made   completely
happy; sighs, groans, and cries will
be exchanged for pleasures, songs,
and  triumphant  hallelujahs.  ``Even
so,    come,    Lord    Jesus...come
quickly."

A Delighrful Change
``So  shall  we  ever  be  with  the

Lord" (1  Thess 4:17). Now, the Lord
visits His people and manifests Him-
self unto them as He does not unto
the  world,  and  such visits  are very
sweet,.   such   manifestations  cheer
and confirm our faith.  But in a  little
time He wil I come to fetch us Home.
He  may  send  death  first,  to  intro-
duce  our  souls  into  His  presence;
we  may  be  called  upon  to  depart
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and  be  with  Christ,  which  is  ``far
better'   than   our   present   cir-
cumstances.   But   He   will   come
Himself soon. He wil I raise our bod-
ies  from  the  grave,  conform  both
soul and body to His own  likeness;
we shall be caught up to meet Him
in the air, and "so shall we ever be
with the Lord."

This wi I I be our Heaven. This wi I I
be our portion. We shall be forever
like   Him  and  for  ever  with   Him.
How  different  to  our  present  lot!
What a glorious obj.ect for faith to fix
upon!  What a  cheering subject for
the mind to  be engaged with!  "For
ever with the Lord": what will it not
include  that  is  glorious?   For  ever
with  the  Lord:  what will  it  not ex-
clude  that  is  unpleasant  or     dis-
agreeable?  Let  us  reflect  upon  the
glorious   prospect,   anticipate  this
delightful change and, under all our
future  trials  and   exercises,   let   us
look forward and say, "Well,  I shall
soon be forever with the Lord."    I

Christ  is  an  Object  for  contem-
plation rather than a Subject for ex-
position.

God  causes  His  truth  to  dawn
upon us rather than to burst upon us.

To  be  "sons  of  God"  is  a  great
privilege,  not an attainment.

``Freedom is not the right to do as

you  please,  but  the   liberty  to  do
whatyou ought"    J.  Douglas.



Effective Prayer

Selected

1. The Importance and Privilege
of Prayer.

It is a commonplace that the im-
portance of prayer cannot be exag-
gerated. Every saint in the history of
the  Church  who  stands  out  as  a
champion of the faith and as a great
power for God  has  been  a  man  of
much  prayer. Such  men  as  Luther,
Baxter, Wesley,  Fletcher,  Brainerd,
Muller,spentone,two,threeoreven
more hours a day in doing business
with God.

If we do not pray the spiritual life
languishes. ``Restraining prayer, we
cease to fight." No wonder that Sa-
tan tries to  hinder prayer!  If we do
not  pray,  self-will  in  some  form  is
bound to operate and warp our vi-
sion and mar our work. One of the
commonest causes of backsliding is
neglect of prayer.

The  well-known   saying  of  the
Martin Luther, ``To have prayed wel I
is to have studied wel I," deserves to
be pondered. The fact is that prayer
is  a  work.  It  is  not the  casual  per-
formance of a piece of routine.  It is
one of the most important exercises
to  which  the  believer  can  devote
himself.  Prayer and  preaching sum
uptheworkoftheapostles;``Wewill
give  ourselves  to   prayer  and  the
ministry  of  the  Word,"  was  their
God-inspired decision.

At  times  prayer  is  toilsome,  at
other times it is easy and delightful.
But whether difficu lt or otherwise, it
brings the divine  resources to  bear
upon  the   matter   in   hand   or  the
people  about  whom  we  are  con-
cerned. Prayer builds the road along
which the divine blessings travel to
us. It releases the blessing that God
holds in store. It causes His attitude

to become an act of blessing. It is co-
operation  with  God.  He  is  active
where the prayer of faith is offered.
Prayer   is   one   of  the   mightiest
weaponsagainsttheworld,the flesh,
and  the  devil,  and  it  is  one  of our
greatest privileges. Our slackness in
doing  business  with  our  Almighty
Friend  is our shame.

2. The True Aim of Prayer
One of the purposes of prayer is

to bring our wil ls into harmony with
the  Lord"s  will.  It was the  life-long
aim of brother Lawrence, the French
monk,  to  practice  the  presence  of
God, and to do even the commonest
of tasks to please God for His sake
and for His glory.

Prayerseeksandexpectsspiritual
blessings from the Giver of all good
things.  The  bestowing  of  spiritual
blessings  is always the  Father's de-
sire for His children, albeit there are
conditions to be fu lfi I led, as we shal I
see. We are encouraged to pray for
temporal  good  things,  not only for
their  own  sake;  we  are  still  in  the
body and need such things; but also
because   our   circumstances   are
bound  up with our spiritual  experi-
ences,forlifeisnotbuiltinwatertight
compartments.

The three-fold  object of  prayer,
then  is to have our wills attuned to
the  divine  will;  to  secure  for  our-
selves and others spiritual blessings,
and   to   obtain   for   ourselves   and
others those temporal  mercies that
are  necessary,  and  reasonably and
healthful ly desirable for our support
in this world.

3. The Problem of Unanswered
Prayer

This  is  the  greatest  difficulty  in
our prayer life,  and  must remain  in
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some measure a mystery except to
the  shallow  and  self-conceited.  If
we  are  fulfilling  the  conditions  of
answered  prayer, the  basic  reason
why our prayers are not answered is
that they are outside  of the will  of
God.Why?Wedonotalwaysknow.
Paul's request for the removal of his
``thorn in the flesh" was not granted,

but he was assured that God's grace
was sufficient for him in his trouble.
How often have earnest prayers be-
sieged the Throne of Grace for the
recovery of some sick servant of the
Lord,  but  the  sufferer  has  passed
away, perhaps at the beginning or in
the  midst of his God-honoring and
fLT:tf#avi3:sn'c:ofnisscs.ou::ii:?n,,i:g®

secret things  belong to  God." And
all  that  faith  can  do  is  to  submit;
``Not my will,  but Thine  be done."

We can see, however, that we can-
not expect God  to  grant a  request
thatisnotforourgood,ornotforour
good now, orthat would work harm
to others.

It  is  helpful  to  bear  in  mind  the
following considerations: God uses
means, and we may lose sight of the
fact that our petition  has  been  an-
swered because He has used means
thatwethoughtjusthappened.Ifwe
pray  for  an  increase  of  faith  (and
who  would  say  that  to  do  so   is
unintelligent?) we  must  not expect
God to send us down from heaven a
lump of that invaluable commodity.
Hewilldirectourmindstotheliving
and written Word.  It is through oc-
cupation  with  divine truth,  obedi-
ence  to  the  light  and  trial   rightly
born that faith grows.

And so with the prayer for more
patience.  This  request  will  be  an-
swered  by our being placed  in  cir-
cumstances where we  have  got to
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be patient.  For patience cannot be
developed  by  theory  but  by  prac-
tice.  If  we  have  been  praying  for
showers of blessing we should  not
besurprisedordiscouragedifclouds
begin to appear.

Again, our petition  as framed  in
our minds may  not correctly inter-
pret our  real  soul-need,  so that al-
though God may have metthe latter,
wemayfailtoseethatHehasproved
gracious to us.

Further,wemaynotperceivethat
the answer has come because it has
taken the form of a change wrought
within us. As we pray aright, so God
works, but He works chiefly in us, by
stimulating the new life, stirring up
holy  desires,  reviving  past  impres-
sions,   bringing   Scriptures  to   our
minds,  creating  a  sense  of  inward
leading, suggesting lines of service,
replacing  apathy  with  energy  and
discouragement with  hope  and  by
displacing self-wil I by the desire for
God'swill.Theanswertoourprayer
has  been just as  real,  and  perhaps
more     valuable     though     less
spectacular than if He had changed
things  outside  ourselves.  A  young
Christian girl  lived  under very diffi-
cult circumstances in her home. She
was   often   discouraged   and   de-
pressed,  but  a  great  change  took
place in her, so that she was full  of
joy. An elder who had a deep desire
for   her  blessing  asked   her   if  the
circumstances  had  been  changed.
Her  answer  was,   ``No,   but   I   am
changed."

Sometimestheanswerisdelayed,
or the request not granted, in order
that  God   may  give   us  a   greater
blessing affecting the lives of many.
When we pray for others, Christians
and  non-Christians,  we  should  ex-
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pect the  influences  of the  Spirit of
God  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon
them and hindrances to their receiv-
ing the truth removed, but we must
ever remember that man is a moral
creature with  a  choice, that  is,  he
has the power to say ``No" as wel I as
"Yes" to the Lord. God respects the

soul's decisions, even when they are
against Him.

Praying for others  is  a  most  im-
portant  ministry.  Paul  ardently  de-
sired the intercessions of his fel low-
believers, and rejoiced that through
this work on  his behalf he was the
occasion of God being glorified and
offruitbeingaddedtotheiraccount.

4. Conditions of Effective Praying
A. A  yielded  will  and  godly  life

are essential. Are we seeking to live
according  to  God"s  will?  ``Delight
thyself in the Lord, and He shall give
thee the desires of thine heart." We
must abide  in  Christ and  have  His
words  abiding  in  us.  ``Whatsoever
we ask we receive of Him, because
we  keep  His  commandments  and
do those things that are pleasing in
His sight." But ``If I regard iniquity in
my heart the Lord will not hear me."
Is the  prayer of the  unconsecrated
believer of much use? Prayer is not
to be a substitute for obedience. It is
sadly possible to dodge obeying by
praying.  If we are  living careless or
worldly lives, we can hardly expect
God to listen to us.

8. A knowledge of God and of the
principles  of  His  Word  is  of a  first
importance.  Our praying will  then
be   spiritually   intelligent,   and   we
shal I the more readily ask for what is
within the Divine will.

C. Faith is essential too. There is
a wealth of precious promise in the

word: ''If we ask anything according
to His will,  He hearth us; and if we
know that He  hear us, whatsoever
we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we  desired  of Him."
This  is the  meaning of offering the
prayer of faith: when faith rises into
the   assurance  that  God   has  the
matter in hand and thatthe answer is
on the way; asking thus passes into
taking, receiving and appropriating.

D. Our Lord bids us to ask in His
Name, that is, to plead the authority
and  worth  of  that  Name,  and  so
attach   its  value  to   our   petition.
Needless to  say, we  cannot intelli-
gently ask in His Name for things we
are not sure are in keeping with the
will   of  God.   We   ask  in   Christ's
Name; God grants for Christ's sake.

E. AI I the conditions of answered
prayerareimpliedintheexhortation
to  pray  ``in  the  Spirit,"  as  led  and
stimulated bythe Divine Spirit, who
``helps  our  infirmities"  and  "pleads

for  us  with  sighs  that  are  beyond
words." Let us, then, wait upon the
blessed  Holy Spirit,  and  Author of
our  new  birth,  of  every  Christian
grace, of all movement of soul God-
wards and of every effectual prayer
that reaches the Throne of God.

5. Further Points that Should Help
Some  pray  best  in  the  midst  of

nature. Others need the company of
other Christians  if their prayers are
to be energetic.  Others,  again  pray
best  in  solitude.  It  is  certainly true
that  we  meditate  best  alone,  but
worship best with others.

Most find it helpful to use words
in their private devotions, thus giv-
ing precision to their thoughts, and
helping to  concentrate their atten-
tion. Most find it useful to have set
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seasons for waiting on God. But we
should try to practice instant prayer.
We remember how Nehemiah gave
a swift uplook of prayer before an-
swering the king's question.

``A  little  talk  with  Jesus"  some-

times  makes  it right,  but  long talks
with  Him  are  better.  It  is true that
strength   in   prayer  is  better  than
length   in   prayer,   but  prayers  are
seldom too long, except in public. It
is especially in  public praying, too,
that our  petitions  are  in  danger  of
lacking sincerity.

Prayer  means  communion  with
God  as  well  as  petition.  It  means
"listening in" to hear Him speaking

to us which is more important than
our  speaking  to  Him.  It  is  well  to
listen both before and after praying.
We are often too  much  in a hurry.
We live in a the day of the machine,
of  noise  and  of rush,  and  we  lose
much through a lack of meditation.

Waiting   on   the   Lord   in   the
morning  prepares  us  for the  situa-
tions  and  the   contacts  that  arise
during  the  day.  We  should  try  to
learn to practice His presence and to
pray  at  all  times  and  everywhere,'`Lord,  Thou  art  here;  restrain  and

constrain;  give  the  needed  grace;
guide; use me here and now."

Our Lord urges us not to faint in
prayer.   Fainting   in   prayer  means
either ceasing to  pray through  dis-
couragement  or  ceasing to  expect
answers to our prayers. We need to
cultivate   something   of  Muller's
characteristic  tenacity   and   thor-
oughness in that vital activity of re-
generated  human  spirit which  we
call  prayer.

There is only one way to .learn to
pray, that is to pray. The best theory
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for us  is the theory that is the  out-
come of our own practice of prayer.
Let us beware of careless praying, of
formal praying, of insincere praying
of  unintelligent  praying,  of  unbe-
lieving prayin

[i\,Here are
of unspiritual  pray-
ree keys to effective

Desire,   practice,   a   clean

May  it be  our  holy  ambition  to
attend  to this work  of prayer  with
unwearied  perseverance  and  may
the Lord grant us the joy of answers
to our requests.                               I

Isaiah 65:19
The voice of weeping shal I no more

be heard
In that beautiful  city found  in

God's word.
We will  bask in the light of that

glorious sun
And drink from the river that ever

shall  run.
We shal I eat of the tree that never

shall  die
Sing praises to Him that sitteth on

high.
We shall dwell  in that city that

lieth foursquare
No, the voice of weeping shall

never be there.
Gloria  Keller

Evil speaking is an unmixed evil,
it defi les the inventor of it; the hearer
of it and the repeater of it.

Donald  Ross

Prejudice  is a time-saver,  it en-
ables us to form a judgment before
we gather the facts.



Sunday School Papers

A number of Sunday School su-
perintendents  and  teachers   have
asked  for  a  paper  that  has  been
written  by  men  they  know.  A.  J.
Higgins, as editor and David Oliver
and Norman Crawford as assistants
are joining together with the help of
twenty or more well  known  breth-
ren  to  produce  52  papers  a  year,
God willing.

We  are   looking  for  a   suitable
name and are open to suggestions.

Our plan  is to  include a sample

Maaprecrh:ni;hgeijias:::sr:'f:i:rTur:[X::d
Tidings. These samples will  also be
sent by mail to assembly correspon-
dents   and   Sunday  School   super-
intendents.

One of the chief purposes of sun-
day school work is to teach the Bible
to boys and girls, so we have divided
majorsubjectsofHolyscriptureinto
150  lessons that,  God  willing,  will
cover a three year period. Page one
of each paper will be a Bible lesson.
We  hope  to  produce  lessons  that
will  assist teachers  in  covering the
Bible in an orderly way.

Page  two  will   be  a  story  that
illustratesthelesson.Pagethreewill
contain a memory verse that corre-
spondstothe lesson as wel I as a brief
nature story or a description of one
of the  wonders  of God's  creation.
Page four will  be an  optional  page
that may contain  a serialized  story
orhelpsandhintsforsundayschool
teachers.

We will  aim  at a  median age of
students from seven to eleven years,
but some lessons may be better suit-
ed to the younger ones of this group
and some to the older.

Each issue will be numbered  in-
stead of dated so the papers can be
used  in  children's  work  as well  as
Sunday School.

We hope to begin regular publi-
cation of these papers bythe summer
of   1991.   Subscriptions   will   only
cover the costs of printing and mail-
ing.  Dr.  Higgins and  his wife  have
volunteered to handle the subscrip-
tions. We expect to be able to mail
well  in  advance and  all the  papers
for a month will be sent at one time.

There is a very real need for this
kind of paper. We ask your prayers
for wisdom and blessing.                I

Subscription Increase
ln   our  October  magazine,  we

announced a subscription  increase
of one dollar per year for our Cana-
dian  and  U.S.  subscribers.  We  are
very sorry that this has been neces-
sary, but we had no other option.

Our postal costs will  be increas-
ing  in  1991  by at  least a  half more
than the  rate we  now pay.  For the
past several years the actual cost of
printing   and   mailing   has   been
greater than our subscription price,
butthroughcarefulhandlingoffunds
and  through  gifts,  we  have  been
able to keep from  any red  ink. We
are  hoping that we will  be  able to
meet the  costs  with  this  new  sub-
scription  price of eight dollars.

As before, we offer to send a free
subscription to  anyone who  is  un-
ableto pay for it.                             I
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The Intermediate State

William Hoste

lt has not pleased God to reveal
much  in  His Word as to the actual
conditions of those who have gone
to heaven, but what is known is very
clear and amply sufficient to estab-
lish  at  least the  following  positive
points.  The  state  of  the  departed
between death and resurrection is:

l . A d isembod ied state described
by  the  words  "unclothed"  (2  Cor
5:1 -4), or ``absent from the body" (v
8),  but at the  same time  "to  be  at
home with the Lord" (v 8, R.V.).

2.Astateofrealexistence:though
dead to the world and its activities,
the departed are not dead to God,
for  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  are
declared  by the  Lord  to  be  living,
centuriesaftertheyhaddied,``forall
live unto Him" (Luke 20:38).

3. A conscious state -not one of
sleep  or  insensibility:  "He  is  com-
forted,andthouarttormented''(Luke

6:2 5).

4. A state of recognition and  re-
membrance:   ``Father  Abraham";
'`Send  Lazarus";  ``Son,  remember"

(Luke  16:24, 25).

5. A state that is entered  imme-
diately at death:  "Today shalt thou
be   with   Me   in   Paradise"   (Luke
23:43). ``The rich man died and was
buried, and  in  hell  (hades) he  lifted
up his eyes, being in torments" (Luke
16:22'  23).

6. A state of being with Christ (for
the believer): ``To be absent from the
body and present (at home) with the
Lord" (2 Cor 5:8).

7. A state of blessing for the be-
liever that is far above  any earthly
blessings: `To depart and to be with
Christ, which is very far better" (Phil
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1:n293o)a,9.s,i,at:mof,os.umff::i,:5f,onr,thh,:
flame" (Luke  16:24).

8. A state of waiting for resurrec-
tion glory so far as the body is con-
cerned:  `Them  that  sleep  in  Jesus
will  God  bring with  Him"  (1  Thess
4:14); or for resurrection judgment.
``Whosoever was not found written

in the Book of Life was cast into the
lake of fire" (Rev 20:15).

9. An irrevocable state: the con-
dition  of the  departed,  though  not
final   in  degree,   is  yet  fixed  as  to
character.   ``Between   us  and  you
there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed"  (Luke
16:26;  Rev22:1l).                               H

Praise"
How many of us are truly thank-

ful?  We are very quick to tell  God
our needs. Are we equally diligent
in thanking Him when  He bestows
His blessings on  us?

God  has  given  us  His  well  be-
loved Son,  He gives  us faith to be-
lieve in Him, but with it He gives us
suffering   (Phil    1:29).    Paul   said,
''There was given to me a thorn  in

the flesh" (2 Cor 12:7) and though it
was '`the messenger of satan" it only
came   by   God's   permission   (Job
1 :12).  The trials that are  sent to  us
are  gifts  from  God.  Through  them
GodteachesusdependenceonHim,
through them He draws us nearer to
Him, and they work patience in  us
(Jas 1 :3). They '`are much more pre-
cious than of gold that perisheth" (1
Pet 1 :7).

``What  shall   I   render   unto  the

Lord  for  ALL   His  benefits  toward
me?" (Psa  116:12).



Questions and Answers

Sydney Maxwell

QUESTION:   I   was   reading
recently in 1  Corinthians 10:16 and
noticed  that the  cup  precedes the
loaf, but in chapter 11, Paul reverses
the  order.  I  was  interested  in  this
change and would appreciate some
help on the reason for it. Would you
please   answer   in  the  Truth   and
Tidings  as  it  may  be  of  interest to
other readers.

ANSWER: lt is always to profit to
notice such a change and  it shows
t.h,etiTpsocT,ap:::e:.fi:a.r:i:lsrae;d,inaE

Paul  had  important reasons for his
emphasis on the cup preceding the
loaf in  1  Corinthians 10.  In  1  Corin-
thians 11, we have the order of the
celebration of the Lord's Supper and
indeed the  historical  order as indi-
cated  in  particular  in  Luke  22:  19-
22.

In  1  Corinthians  10:16, the cup,
apart from it being simply the con-
tainer for the wine when we remem-
ber the Lord Jesus, is speaking to us
of the  precious  blood  of our  Lord
jesus  that  is  the  basis  of  our  fel-
lowship. This is the background of 1
Corinthians  10.  It was a  contradic-
tiontohavefellowshipwithdemons.
Some  of the Corinthians  were  fre-
quenting  the   idol's  temple.   The
apostle reminds them that they can-
not be partakers of the Lord's Table
and  the fellowship  of the  blood  of
our Lord Jesus and at the same time
partake of the cup of demons (v 21 ).

The table in  1  Corinthians  10:21
is to emphasize fellowship and the
blood of the Lord Jesus as its basis. It
is, therefore, in  Paul's teaching,  an
impossibility to be  partakers of the
Lord's  Table  and  the  table  of  de-

mons.  The  precious  blood  of  the
Lord  Jesus,  speaking  of  His  death,
has separated the child of God from
associations  both   moral   and   reli-
gious. This leads on to the examina-
ti::es°sfa;h£Ei::eTtTh'eYeh+Cehm¥raasn::

of the Lord. In chapter 11, we have
the  order of the  celebration  of the
Lord's supper set before us.

QUESTION:  Would  you  please
give some help on the question page
about the  difference  between  ``the
Spirit  of  Promise"   (Eph   1:13)  and
``the promise of the spirit'' (Gal 3: 14).

Whatwouldyousayisthedifference
in the statements?

ANSWER:   I   would   say  that  in
Ephesians   1:13,  the  apostle  is  re-
minding  these  saints  of an  experi-
ence  that  was  theirs  the   precise
moment they trusted the Lord Jesus
as their Saviour.  They were  sealed
with the Holy Spirit of Promise. This
is a designation of the Spirit of God
given by the apostle to these saints
who once  had  been  idolaters. The
Lord  Jesus  had   indeed   made  the
promise good, given to His disciples,``1 will  pray the  Father and  He shall

give you another Comforter that He
may  abide  with  you  forever,  even
the Spirit of Truth" (John  14:16-17).
The expression, ``another", is simply
one  of  the  same  character  as  the
Lord Jesus, of the same kind.

In the context of Galatians 3:14,
it is not so much an emphasis on the
title of the Spirit of God but that the
Gentile believers might receive the
promise  of the Spirit through  faith.
There is therefore no difference  re-
garding the truth  of the personality
of  the  Spirit.   The  change   of  ex-
pression  in the  passages  is to  indi-
cate,  on  the  one  hand, the  Divine
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title of the Spirit of God, that Holy
Spirit of Promise, on the other, that
the  Gentiles  might  with  the  Jews
enter  into  this  unique  and  normal
experience  now of becoming  par-
takers of that same blessing of being
sealed and indwelt bythe Holy
of God.

A NEW BOOK
Misunderstood  Texts  of  Holy

Scripture, John J. Stubbs. Available
from   Gospel   Tract   Publications.
Henry  Wahls,  Jim  Thompson  and
otherbooksellerswillalsocarrythis
book.

Brother  Stubbs  deals  with  texts
that are more commonly misunder-
stood and misapplied by Christians.
Some of these chapters appeared as
articles in the Truth and Tidings.

Ten Old Testament and eighteen
NewTestamenttextsaregivenclear,
concise,  contextual  interpretation.
Believers will receive help from the
rightinterpretationof``judgenotthat
ye  be  not judged";  "He will  judge
the world in righteousness"; "Be not
slothful in business" and many other
misunderstood texts.                      I
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Tidings - Canada
British Columbia
Kamloops, The September conference
was very profitable with excellent Bible
readings.  Much  appreciated  ministry
was   given   by  John   Abernethy,   Bill
Funston, Matt Murphy, Dave Richards,
Jim Webb and  Stanley Wells.  Follow-
ing the conference, Jim Webb and John
Abernethy  had  three weeks of gospel
meetings.
Terrace,  David  Gray expected to visit
the assembly in early October.
Vancouver, The response thi s year was
excellent   at  the   National   Exhibition
with   good   numbers  of  outsiders   at-
tending.  Two  professed  to  be  saved
and  other good  contacts  were  made.
The October conference was excellent
with mi nistry given by ni ne of the Lord's
servants.  Three  souls  professed  to  be
saved at the conference gospel meeti ng,
bringing  much  joy  (o  the  saints.  Fol-
lowing the conference,  Bible readings
were  held  in  the  Fairview  hall.  Leslie
Wells  and  John  Hawthorne  expected
to commence a gospel series at Victoria
Drive on October 21.

Alberta
Fort  MCMurray,  The  opening  of  the
new hall was planned for October 20
and   21.   Albert   Ramsay   and   Bryan
Funston   expected   to   commence  a
gospel series at that time.

Manitoba
While on a brief furlough from Tri nidad,
Danny ussher made appreciated visits
to Ashfield, Brandon, Portage la Prai rie,
Roseisle  and  West  End,  Winnipeg  in
August.

Winnipeg, The Homeworker and Mis-
sionary conference in early September
was  well  attended  and  a  real  time of
refreshment and encouragement. Help
was given by Jack Could, Steve Kember,
Dave Richards and Danny ussher. Ross
Vanstone gave an interesting report on
(he work of Seedsowers in the distribu-
tion  of texts  to  homes  in  Canada.  In
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recent months,  some  have been  bap-
tized and some added to the assembly.
On  October 9,  Jack  Could  and  Allen
Christopherson commenced a series in
the gospel.

Ontario
Danny ussher visited a number of as-
semblies  in Southern Ontario  in July.

Chapman Valley, Twelve of the Lord's
servants  were  present  to  give  help  at
the September conference whi ch was a
blessing to the Lord's people.
Emsdale,  Don  Nicholson  had encour-
aging children's  meetings  here and  at
the Pickerel  reserve in August.

Englehart,     In     September,     Don
Nicholson and Bruce Rodgers had three
weeks of encouraging gospel meetings
with a nice number of unsaved present.
Fort Erie, A Sunday School was started
in September. This is a follow-up to the
tent  meetings  which  Timothy Walker
had in August.

Huntsville,  A  large  number  attended
the September conference. The minis-
try was  profitable and  the  Bible  read-
ings  on  the  Holy  Spirit  were  helpful.
Fifteen   of  the   Lord's   servants  were
present to help.
Manitoulin   Island,   During  july   and
August,   Brian   Owen   had   children's
meeti ngs each weekday morn i ng i n the
Providence  Bay Trailer  Park with  150
children and some adults attending over
the two month period. In the evenings,
gospel  meetings  were  held  in  an  old
building  in  Britainville.

Newmarket,  Three   souls   professed
salvation  during  three  weeks  of  well
attended   and   encouraging   gospel
meetings  by  Fred  Krauss  and  William
Lavery in September.
Orillia,  The  October  conference  was
large and profitable with help given by
Arnold Adams, Norman Crawford, Bert
Grainger,   Paul   Robinson   and   Gary
Sharp.

Owen   Sound,   ln   early   September,
David Gray paid an appreciated visit in

ministry.

Paris, Helped by others, Lorne Langfeld
and Steve Kember sought to make Christ
known  during  the  Plowing  Match  in
September.
Picton, John Slabaugh and Noel Burden
expected to start a series in the gospel
in mid-October.
St.   Charles,   ln   late   August,   Don
Nicholson  found  a  good  interest  and
two  young women  professed  faith  in
Christ.

St. Thomas, Arnold Adams gave a week
of appreciated  ministry in  September.
Three souls obeyed the Lord in baptism
recently, bringi ng joy to the saints. Over
500 attended the October conference
and  the  Lord  graciously  gave  a  good
conference.  Twelve of the  Lord's  ser-
vants  were  present  and  there  was  a
nice   variety   in   ministry.   The   Bible
reading  on  Hebrews  6,  led  by  James
Beattie, was helpful.

Strongville,  Using  his  chart  on   Rev-
elation, Harold Paisley had two weeks
of  encouraging  ministry  and   gospel
meetings  with   two   souls   professing
salvation. A good number of outsiders
attended this first series in the new hal I.

Thunder  Bay,  Prayer  is  requested  for
gospel    meetings   which   Timothy
Kember and Eugene Badgley expect to
commence in  November.
Toronto,   Hundreds,   including   many
strangers,   are   hearing   the   gospel
preached  by Gene Higgins and  David
Oliver  at  the  Minkler  Auditorium  of
Seneca col lege on weekends. Mi dweek
gospel  meetings  are  also  being  con-
ducted by our two brethren  in various
assemblies   in   the   city.   The   Lord   is
blessing  His  Word  and  six  souls  pro-
fessed  faith  in  Christ  during  the  first
eight gospel  meetings.

Woodstock,  Lorne  Langfeld  expected
to   have   a   gospel   display   at   the
Woodstock Wood Show in October.

Quebec
Montreal,  Recently,  Larry  Buote  had
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sembly,  speaking  on  the  Two  Roads
chart.

New Brunswick
Fredericton,   ln   late  September,  the
saints  enjoyed  four  nights  of ministry
by   Dave   Richards  on   Hebrews   11.
Prayer is  requested for a gospel  series
which Murray Mccandless and james
Mcclelland expect to start on Novem-
ber 4.
Sussex, A record  number of over 500
attended  the  September  conference.
Fifteen   of  the  Lord's  servants  were
present and the mi nistry was profitable.
Following   the   conference,   Dave
Richards had two nigh(s of appreciated
ministry here and then three nights on
P.E.I.

Nova Scotia
Pictou, Helped by his brother Cordon,
David  Swan  had  three  weeks  of  en-
couraging gospel meetings in Septem-
ber.
Sydney Mines, Dave Richards and Pe-
ter Orasuk have commenced a series in
the gospel.
Wilmot,  Albert  Hull  and Jack  Nesbitt
are preaching the gospel.

Prince Edward  Island
Springfield, There was a little blessing
in salvation during recent gospel meet-
ings by Larry Buote and Shad  Kember
Jr.

Tidings -U.S.A.

Washing(on
James   Ronald   Sr.   gave  appreciated
ministry on assembly truths in Tacoma
and Seattle in early September.
Arlington,  In  addition  to  a  teenaged
girl  being  saved  at  the  conference  in
early September, ano(her teenaged girl
professed  at a  regular gospel  meeting
in September. James Mccoll gave much
appreciated ministry on prayer and the
power of prayer on September 26 and
27, wh ich was especial ly timely i n view

302

of the gospel  meetings  by  Gaius  Go ff
and   Robert  Mcllwaine  which   com-
menced on September 30.

California
Fresno, Prayer is requested for a gospel
series which Harold Paisley expects to
start in mid-January.

Nebraska
Ord,    On    September    26,    Allan
Christopherson  and  Roy Weber com-
menced  a series  in the gospel.  Ord  is
about 15  miles from  Burwell.

Iowa
Dunkerton,  Two  souls  professed  sal-
vation  during  recent  gospel  meetings
by   Allan   Christopherson   and   Roy
Weber.
Garnavillo,   Visits   in   September  by
Danny ussher and James Mccoll were
appreciated by the saints.
Hitesville, The September conference
was  very  good  with  teaching  on  as-
sembly tru(hs, a word for teenagers and
parents,  and  also  for those who  have
been  faithful  and  stead fas(  for  many
years. The Word was ministered by N.
Crawford,   P.   Elliott,   J.   Could,   M.
Mccandless,  I.  Mccoll,  J.   Ronald,  J.
Slabaugh and D. Ussher. Two men were
recently   received   into   fellowship,
bringing joy to the saints.

Marion, The  Linn  Manor Care  Center
has had the basement walls poured on
the  first   retirement   apartment.   This
should fill  a  need for some who  need
less  than  nursing  care.  Joel   Portman
and  Bruce  Collins  expected  (o  com-
mence a gospel series on October 21.

Wisconsin
Attica, Joel  Portman and Arthur Ward
continue in the gospel and have seen a
few souls profess. Our brethren have a
gospel   meeting   each   Lord's   Day
evening in  Darlington.

Michigan
Ferndale, ln September, Danny ussher
made  appreciated  visits  here  and  at
Stark Road.
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Jackson,  Robert Surgenor had  a week
of appreciated ministry on the assem-
bly.

New Jersey
Barrington,  using  his  chart  on   Rev-
elation,   Norman   Crawford   had  one
week of encouraging gospel  meetings
in  September,  with  one  young  man
professing salvation.
Midland Park, The September confer-
ence was very encouraging with help-
ful   ministry  given   by  M.   Brecia,   N.
Crawford,  AJ.  Higgins,  W.  oliver,  J.
Smith  and  F.  Tornaquindici.  The con-
ference  was  climaxed  by  one  young
man professing to be saved at the gos-
pel meeting.
Connecticut
Manchester,  The  area  Bible  readings
resumed  on  September  16,  with  the
first section of 1  Corinthians  15  under
consideration.

Massachusetts
Saugus,  james  Beattie  gave  excellent
ministry in September.

Worcester, The saints enjoyed helpful
ministry by George Graham  and  Rob-
ert Surgenor in early September. While
in the area, our two brethren visited a
number of assemblies  in  ministry.

Vermont
Hardwick, Practical and helpful minis-
try was given at the September confer-
ence by L. Buote, A. Dryburgh, D. Gray,
D. Kember, P. Kember, T. Kember and
K.   Taylor.   Following  the  conference
gospel  meeting,  a  17  year old  young
lady professed faith  in  our Lord  Jesus,
bringing joy to the saints.

Tidings, Other Countries

Northern Ireland
Armagh,  W.J.   Nesbitt  and  T.  Wright
have been encouraged with some pro-
fessing salvation  in tent meetings near
here.
Ballycastle, Hundreds heard the gospel

and thousands of tracts were given out
at  the annual  llamas fair.  Two  meet-
ings  were  held  each  day  lasting from
one to (hree hours.
Ballykelly,  ln  this  needy  and  difficult
village, J. Martin and W. Jennings were
cheered with  a little blessing in  salva-
tion.

Belfast,  Brethren  Fairfield,  Eadie  and
Armstrong are preaching the gospel  in
a  portable  hall  in  fellowship  with  the
Cregagh assembly. Some strangers have
come in to the meetings.
Coleraine, Helped by J.  Fillis,  D.  Kane
is seeing blessing in tent meetings.

Cookstown, J. Hutchinson and A. Aiken
were expected for a series i n the gospel .
Craigavad,   I.   Hawthorne   and   T.
MCNeill   are   preaching  the   gospel.
Brother  Hawthorne  is  improving  fol-
lowing serious surgery.

Growell, A few unsaved are attending
gospel  meetings by A. Aiken.
Lame,  The  annual   conference  from
September 7 to September 1 1  was con-
sidered  good  with  excellent  numbers
attending.   The   readings   were   con-
ducted by Brethren Mcshane, MCBride,
Higgins and Baker. Ministry was given
by   Brethren    Higgins,   Baker   and
Leighton and the gospel was preached
by Brethren  Higgins and Martin.

Lurgan,  Good  numbers  are  attending
tent  meetings  by  A.  Mcshane  and  D.
Gilliland.

Martray, Brethren MCKinley and Maze
are having a series in the gospel.

Rasharkin, I.  Lennox and J.  Brown are
preaching the gospel  and  are encoun-
tering not only indifference but actual
hostility.

Ministry, Recent ministry meetings  in-
clude   Dr.   AJ.   Higgins   in   Windsor,
Lurgan and Newtownstewart, and I.G.
Hutchinson at Glenburn,  Belfast.

Brazil
Candelaria,  About  220  attended  the
conference i n September. It was a prof-
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itable time  with  the  Lord  helping  His
servants.
Estancia Velha, A Gospel Hall is being
built.  There  is  no  assembly  here,  but
some  believers  who  live  in  this  town
are  in  fellowship  in  the  assembly  at
Novo Hamburgo.
Guaiba, ln  late September,  H. Wilson
started gospel meetings in the home of
a  lady  who  was  saved  when  he  had
meetings in the home of her parents in
another part of the town.

Chile
Concepcion,  Over  500  attended  the
annual  conference in  September.  The
ministry  was  very  good  and  a  large
number of young men and women were
present. Richard Hanna recently made
a  5,760  kilometer  round  trip  having
ministry  and  gospel  meetings  almost
every day for five weeks in assemblies
or with groups of isolated  believers  in
Northern Chile.

St. Lucia
Soufriere,   During  October  and   No-
vember, Brian Owen expected to have
gospel  meetings,  helped  by  Howard
Pratt of the Kirkland  Lake,  Ontario as-
sembly.

Venezuela
Sam  Carlos,  Seven  hundred  attended
the August conference. On the Saturday
night  when  nine  obeyed  the  Lord  in
baptism  after the gospel  meeting,  the
hall was packed to capacity with many
unsaved present. Most of the Christians
had to either sit or stand outside, but all
could  hear with the aid of loudspeak-
ers and open doors and windows.

Conferences, D.V.
Long Beach, california
january  12  and  13  in the Gospel  Hall,
3516 Linden Avenue, Long Beach with
meetings  both  days  at   10,  2   and   7.
Bible  reading  on  Saturday  morning  is
on  1  john 5.  Prayer meeting on  Friday
at  7:30  p.in.  Corr.  john  P.  Bell,  M.D.,
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580  S.  Reynolds  Place,  Anaheim,  CA
92806,   phone  (714)   533-1247.   Hall
phone is (213) 424-6747.

Sam Diego, California
December  29  and  30  in  the  Gospel
Hall,  4646 Twain  Avenue with  meet-
ings  each  day  at  10,  2  and  7.  Bible
reading on Saturday morning on John
17.  Prayer meeting  on  Friday  at  7:30
p.in.   Corr.   William   Smith,   5005   La
Dorna St., San Diego, CA 92115, phone
(619)  582-2109.   Hall   phone  is  (619)
280-7021.

Hitesville, Iowa
January 1. All  day meeting in the Gos-
pel   Hall,   RR,  Aplington,   Iowa.   Corr.
Dr. Larry L. Brand(, 509  Lincoln Street,
Parkersburg, Iowa 50665.

Pennsauken, N.I.
January  5   and  6  in  the  Haddonfield
Middle   School,   Lincoln   Ave.   and
Chestnut St., Haddonfield.  Breaking of
Bread  is  at  10:30  a.in.  on  Lord's  Day.
Prayer mee(ing on  Friday at 7:30 p.in.
in the Gospel Hal I, 6530 Carol ine Ave.,
Pennsauken.   Corr.   Charles   I.   Strom,
4763  Poplar Ave.,  Merchantville,  N.J.
08109, phone (609) 662-4985.

ro°ntf:ieKnj::s'ya:e#eenTi%enretdh?nfod`:%Y,'|:
the September or October magazines:

Oil  Springs,  Ontario -  Nov.  17  and
18

0shawa, Ontario - Nov. 10
Fredericton, N.B. -Nov. 25
Phoenix, Arizona - Nov. 22 - 25
Gamavillo,  Iowa - Nov. 22
Stout,  Iowa - Nov. 22
Bryn Mawr,  PA -  Nov. 24 and 25
Saugus, MA -  Dec.  1  and 2

Change of Address

Fo?rcahpvr::ei:'zcahma5:zT,az#sj?an,Box

ki.|Mm.asrLOEkT¥d#ontHnd4,K^Xk3d\a\pesRoad,
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Sam    Maze    (Montserrat),    42
Saintfield Rd., Lisburn, N. Ireland, BT27
5BE

¥87,tto#XeB:y;28nTiEjho,Stprr+9Ard3t;
phone (705) 497-9558

i:nLaotuhpa,nL:5?acd°oF,:°AJOBK°§Llo96.L'Anse
Mrs.  E.  Wickert,14802  N.  Florida
Ave.,  #P-245, Tampa.  FL 33613

Change in Meeting Times
Matoaca,   Vi
meeting is now

®®

:g7n;.art.:nhdethge°#:I
week  meeting  is  on  Wednesday  at  7
P.in.

With Christ
Richard Cook of Manchester, CT on
August 4. Our dear brother was saved
whi le at work i n the Pittsburgh, PA area
and was later received  into fellowship
in  the MCKeesport  assembly.  Because
of employment,  the  family  moved  to
Groton, CT. In March,1984, he and his
wife were received  into the Manches-
ter  assembly,   where   he  continued
faithfully  until   his   sudden   homecall.
He  leaves  his  widow  Evelyn  and  two
sons,  Kenny  who  is  saved  and  in  fel-
lowship, and David who is presently in
the  U.S.  Navy,  and  is  not  yet  saved.
Please pray for them. The funeral  ser-
vice was taken by james Smith.

#jg:s:°3ni:yag°ef7N6?rtoh::nd:::]£ig(h°enr
was saved 63 years and all  his life was
with  the  Ballyguigan  assembly  where
he  was   esteemed   and   helpful.   Mr.
Rooney went to be with the Lord sud-
denly.  The very  large funeral  from  his
home    was    conducted     by    I.G.
Hutchinson.

Elmer  Andreas  Turmo  of  Phoenix,
Arizona on September 3,  age 86.  Our
dear  brother  trusted   the   Lord   Jesus
Christ  as  his  personal  Saviour  at  the
age  of  29   and  was  in  fellowship   in

Lacrosse, Wl for 48 years. For the past
10  years,  he  was  in  fellowship  in  the
Sunnyslope assembly,  Phoenix.  Elmer
and  his  wife  Anne  had  recently  cel-
ebrated  their  50th  wedding  anniver-
sary.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  five
children, one brother,15 grandchildren
and   12   great-grandchildren.   Elmer
loved the Lord and will be missed.

Sehp::#£eLr.9S,t:;er7°9f.A6`i#8dt:anr'bvyo|h°enr
was  saved  as  a boy of 14 through the
truth  of  1   Timothy  1:15.   He  and   his
wife  Elizabeth  have  been  part  of  the
Arlington assembly and  involved  in its
activities for over 50 years. Thei r home
on the farm was home to over 70 foster
children  over  the  years.  Pray  for  his
wife who was  very supportive of him
and  was  his  loving  wife  for  over  53
years. Al so pray for a d aughter Deborah
and  (wo  grandchildren  that  they  will
be  saved.  The  funeral  was  taken  by
Walter Gustafson and  local  brethren.

#nr3.oFnens:#mobfeF:.ng,smagg,8F..6r:;
dear sister was  saved at the age of 17
when   H.P.   Barker   had   meetings   in
Lisburn.  For  many  years,  she  was  in
fellowship in the Kingsmoss assembly.
She was a quiet,  God-fearing and sin-
cere sister who will be much missed in
the assembly.

oYnrss.e€:euicbhe'reY8,fE::fa§t2'.Nb'ur:'a:g;
sister was  saved  at  Frank  Knox's  tent
meetings 60 years ago. For a short time,
she was  in  fellowship  in  Adam  Street
assembly.  For  the  past  45  years,  she
was in BIoomfield, where she was held
in  high esteem.  Her very  large funeral
was from the Bloom field  Gospel  Hall.

§;p#:E::T#gaen85:fot;d':::abnr8(h°enr
was saved 64 years ago. Except for six
years when he was in Australia, he was
in  fellowship  in  the  Wallace  Avenue
assembly,  where he was a  reliable el-
der.  He had a real  heart for the gospel
and the assembly and preached all over
the country with  blessing to  saint  and
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sinner. A. Mcshane and I. Hutchinson
spoke at the large funeral.

Charles Thurber of Garnavillo, Iowa
on  September  13,  age  87.  Some  25
years  after  his  wife's  cor!version,  our
dear brother was saved in 1969, when
I.   Ronald   and  A.  Wilson  were  in  a
gospel  series at Garnavillo. The death
of  a   saved   neighbour  boy  caused
Charles  to  face  his  need  of Christ.  A
change  in  his  life was manifested.  He
was   in  the  Garnavillo  assembly  but
had  failing  health  for  several   years.
Robert  Orr  preached  the  Word  to  a
nice number in the hall at the funeral.
He is survived by his wife, three sons,
three daughters,16 grandchildren and
seven great-grandchi ldren.

R. Walker of Aberdeen, Scotland on
September 16, age 71. Ourdear brother
was saved at the age of 11  and was in
the assembly i n Torrey Hall, Aberdeen.
Forthe past 33 years, he was a full time
evangelist whose gospel preaching was
blessed  to  many.  His  warm  spirit  en-
deared him to the saints and his counsel
and  help  will  be  grea(ly  missed.  He
was an excellent visitor to the hospitals
and homes of bo(h saved and unsaved,
ever bringing with  him  a sense of the
presence of the Lord and words of help
and  blessing.  Prayer  is  valued  for  his
widow who is not too well.

sDe.pt€LaEE:]o7f.B8:fodr:aT.b,r::haenrdwoa:
saved  56 years ago and  almost all  his
life  since  then  was  in  the  Ebenezer
assembly,  Bangor.  He was very inter-
ested i n the work among the young and
was  a wise overseer in  the assembly.
Brethren Mcshane and Ferguson spoke
at the funeral  in the Ebenezer hall.

#[t]j:mbeM:;,,earg:fg¥:toesuvr;i,:;;:ro:h°enr
was  saved during gospel  meetings  by
Oliver  Smith  in  Hitesville  on  May  4,
1926, while the closing hymn was be-
ing  sung.  He  and  his  wife  Henrietta
were among the number who formed
the assembly at Hitesville in  October,
1927.  They  have  remained  in  the fel-
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lowship  these  many  years.  The  past
year they have been residen(s in a nurs-
ing home.  He  is survived by his wife,
also many nieces and nephews. Robert
Orr  took  the  service  in  the  hall  with
Paul  EIIiott speaking at the grave.

5n°bse:5t!ainnbepry]£#aa%feKa47.log::'g:E;
bro(her  was  saved  as  a  boy  in  Ajax,
Ontario and loved to tell others about
the Lord Jesus Christ. Robert went to be
with  the  Lord  after  a  lengthy  illness.
Please  remember  in  prayer  his  wife
Sharon and six sons, some of whom are
not yet saved. The funeral  service was
taken by Jim Webb and Lorne Plecash.I

Shut ln
Gloria Keller
With the world shut out
And with Christ shut in;
We bow the knee
And worship Him.
We lift out heart
With sweetest hymn
And Praise the One
Who died for sin.
With the world shut out
And wit.h Christ shut in;
We take the bread
Remember Him
Then the cup
Poured out for sin
Then praise
His precious name again.

With The world shut out
And with Christ shut in;
We do this
Till  He come again
Till  in heaven
With Him we.reign
We sing and praise
And worship Him.
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He Never Knew What Hit Him

Norman Lorimer
'`Don't  worry  about  me.  1'11  be

aJ:Lguh,t:smb:i:::.|'iFe:fjiifegseTsea:::

then, for I knowJohn 3:16." Then he
rattled   off  that  lovely  verse,   '`For
God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He
gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that
whosoever believeth in Him should
notperish,buthaveeverlastinglife."

Such  was  the  never  to  be  for-
gottenanswerofacarelessteenaged
son to his anxious mother's question,
``Son,  I  am  very  concerned  about

you. When are you going to get the
all  important  matter  of your  soul's
salvation settled for eternity?"

Priortothisconversation,theson
had   attended   a   fruitful   series   of
gospel meetings when a number of
soulsrealizedthattheyweresinners
in the sight of a thrice holy God and
had  trusted  the  Lord  Jesus  as  their
own personal Saviour for the salva-
tion  of  their  souls.   However,  the
young man in our story remained in
his sins.

Just  a  few  days  after  this  con-
versation  with  his  mother,  the  son
drove  away  in  the  family  car  and
came  to  a  level  railroad  crossing.
There was an extremely loud crash
as a speeding locomotive hit the car
he was driving broadside.

The  kind  family  physician  soon
called at the parents'  home, Think-
ingthathewouldalleviatetheirgrief
at  the   loss  of  their  son,   he  said,
"Wel I, there is one thing that you do

not need to worry  about.  You  can
rest  assured  that your  son  did  not
suffer any pain after the crash, for he
never knew what hit him."  Instead
of   lessening   their   sorrow,   the
doctor's  remarks  only  heightened

their grief as they realized that their
son, who  had wanted five minutes
to get saved at the time of death, did
not have any time at all.  He never
knew what hit him.

Let me  plead with  any unsaved
person who reads this true story. In
the light of a never ending eternity,
it is extremely unwise for you to put
offthemostimportantmatterofyour
life,  the  salvation  of your  previous
soul,  to  the  hour  of  death.  God's
Word remains unchanged, ``He that
being often reproved hardeneth his
neck, shall  suddenly be destroyed,
and   that  without  remedy"   (Prov
29:1 ).

God's  time  is  NOW.   '`Behold,
now  is the  accepted time;  behold,
now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor
6:2).

Come  as  a  lost,  guilty,  hell-de-
servingsinnertotheLordJesuschrist
tc°odmaeyt'htHoeM:aisw;iijidn'n`;Hj:etchaas:

out" (John 6:37). Will you  come to
Him ? Will you say, in the language
of another,

Just as I am -without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And  that  Thou  bidst  me  come  to

Thee,
0 Lamb of God I come,  I come!

Just as I am -and waiting not,
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee whose blood can cleanse

ach spot,
0 Lamb of God, I  come,  I come!

just as I am -Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome,  pardon, cleanse,

relieve'
Because Thy promise I  believe,
0 Lamb of God, I come, I come!I
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Challenges From a Cynical
Society

A. J. Higgins MD

Am I My Brother's Keeper?
The first chapter of world history

had scarcely been written when the
first cynic uttered his challenge. Do
not  feel  that  somehow  you  are  a
below average Christian when you
are the target of the cynic. And do
not feel that the scoffer must of ne-
cessity be  a  spiritually  under privi-
leged   man.  The  first  cynic,  Cain,
must have had first hand knowledge
of God . The first one to experience
the  barb  of  the  scoffer  was  God
Himself.

``Am I my brother's keeper?" The

worldaboutusisfullofsocialactivity
and   interest  groups.  Concern  for
others, their rights and welfare, are
the life goals of many. Does this not
fulfill the  concept of ``my  brother's
keeper"?  Although   done   in   igno-
rance of the  New Testament many
times,  does  it not fulfill  its spirit? A
little  experience  in  the  real  world
reveals  that  it  basically  is  a  very
selfish world. This is notto minimize
the  contributions  and  sincerity  of
many.  Yet  it  falls  far  short  of  the
standard of the New Testament.

``Am I  my brother's keeper?"  lt is

especially  to  the   New  Testament
that we tu rn to fi nd the answer to th is
challenge. Who is my brother? Am I
responsible for him?  How far does
my``keeping''extend?Lookfirstthen
at
The Lessons which Expounded lt

The  New Testament  equivalent
to cain's first century chal lenge was
that of the lawyer (another man with
a  knowledge  of  God)  to  the  Lord
jesus  in  Luke  10.  "And  who  is  my
neighbor?"   As in the case of Cain,
this  caustic  question   came  in  an

attempt  to   calm   a   pricked   con-
science. Yet the God who must re-
spond with judgment in cain's case,
now patiently teaches a proud law-
yer an  invaluable lesson.

"AM I my brother's keeper?" lfwe

understand the Lord's words aright,
the answer is an unequivocal yes.  I
am responsible to meet need when
I see it. The lawyer was attempting to
define   neighbor   by   proximity   of
distance;  the  Lord  redefined  it  by
depth of need. The lawyer was de-
fining nationally,. the Lord defined it
spiritually.

There  were  those  who  felt that
what  the  traveler  had   should   be
their's. They viewed him as an op-
portunity  and  robbed  him.  There
were  two  who  felt that  what was
their's was for their own  use. They
viewed   him   as   a   nuisance   and
avoided  him. They did  not want to
give to the wounded man. So they
kept it. There was a Samaritan who
felt that  all  that  he  had  should  be
given for the man. He saw him as a
neighbor and met his need.

The Life which Exemplified  lt
But the Lord never taught a truth

without  living  it.  This  principle  in
His life is expounded in Philippians
2:4, "Let this mind be in you which
was also in ChristJesus."  What was
that   '`mind"?   It   is   esteeming  the
welfare  of  others  of  more  impor-
tance than my own. It is looking on
the  things  of  others.  It  is the  most
unnatural thing in the human heart.

Someone else has well said that
the Lord's life could be summarized
by the word  ''others".  He  lived  for
``others''. He looked out for ``others''.

He died for '`others''. His was not a
life  consumed  with  self,  but  with
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God and others.

Though the Lord manifested this
life to perfection, Paul mimicked it.

:eT:ea.n"Fei#in,,:I:,sp:;emE;b:lceai
as I  also am of Christ" (1  Cor 11 :1 ).
Paul  lived  it when it came to relin-
quishing his rights for the welfare of
others.   He   displayed   it  when   in
prison:  he  willingly  sacrificed  the
companionship of his loved fellow
laborers to  send  them to  meet the
needs of other assemblies.  He dis-
played itwhen in a Roman dungeon:
the shadow of the executioner's ax
above him, he
Mark as a pro

•1 raciouslycommends
table servant.  In this

kind manner, he forever cleared the
nameoftheonetimefailingservant.

And what of Abraham who, upon
hearing that  his  "brother"  Lot was
taken captive, armed all  his trained
servants  and  placed  everything  he
was and owned on the I ine to recover
him? And what of Joseph who, when
wandering in the field, said, ''1 seek
my  brethren"?  And  what of David
who was sent by his father to "look
how thy brethren fare, and take their
pledge„?

The life of the Lord jesus and the
I ives of a I I who have taken character
from  Him have always exemplified
this principle.

How  far   should   I   sacrifice   in
seeking to ``keep" my brother? Paul
abstained   from  meat,  relinquished
his  rights  and  liberties,  refused  to
take   legitimate   material   bounty.
Abraham went all  night, sacrificing
sleep and safety, to recover Lot. Jo-
seph  left his father and  did  not see
him again for fifteen years. The Lord
Jesus   sacrificed   the   splendor   of
heaven  for  the  shame  and  loss  of
Calvary. He gave His life. He gave it
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without  being  appreciated  or  ac-
knowledged.   He  gave   it  without
striving or desire for vain glory.

The Limits which Encircle lt
But great care needs to be exer-

:i.soe#st::pF.:#re.:fa.beeiEEgT.!
which surround every spiritual exer-
cise. Some people show an interest
in  others to  meet their own  needs,
needs  of  feeling  useful,  of  having
others  indebted,  of prying into the
lives of others.

Being my brother's keeper means
having a CARE, but not a CONTROL
over his life. The Samaritan did not
control the wounded man's life. He
left him in charge of another to meet
his need. Because I have a care, I do
not have the right to dictate to an-
other.

Being my brother's keeper means
having a  RESPECT for him,  but not
the  right to  RULE  over  him.  When
Paul was writing to Corinth, he ex-
pressed  his desire that Apollos visit
them.  But since  it was not Apollos'
mind  at that time,  Paul  simply  left
the issue between him and the Lord.
He   did   not   assume  the   rule   of
Apollos' movements.

Being my brother's keeper means
I  have an  INTEREST in  him,  but do
not  have  to  press  INTIMACY  with
him. The personal private details of
a believer's life are not my concern
iftheydonotfallwithintheprovince
of scripture. Fartoo often friendships
have been ruined by one party going
beyond  the   limits  of  interest  and
intruding into intimacy.

In  a  selfish,  self-centered  world
we   should   seek  to   cultivate  this
Christlikequality:tobemybrother's
keeper.                                                H



Peter Speaks of Christ

John Norris
Christ is the substance of Peter's

preaching in  his first two recorded
addresses in Acts chapters two and
three.

Observe how he speaks of Him
as

1.  Jesus of Nazareth -  "Ye  men  of
Israel,  hear  these  words;  Jesus  of
Nazareth,  a  man approved of God
among  you  by  miracles  and  won-

#r:aj:dtii8n#j#jcohf#,d:9;¥
yourselves also  know"  (Acts 2:22).
This is the name by which He was
commonly identified by the people.
Remember that when  Philip found
Nathanael,  he  said  unto  him,  "We
have found Him, of whom Moses in
the law, and the prophets did write,
JesusofNazareth,thesonofJoseph."
Nathanael  was  not favourably  im-
pressed, and replied, ``Can any good
thing come out of Nazareth?  (John
1:45,46).   Nazareth   was  despised
and  had  a  negative  reputation, the
inhabitants  being  rough,   ignorant
and violent. It was in Nazareth that
the people  rose up and thrust Him
out of the  city and  led  Him to the
brow  of  a  hill  to  cast  Him  down
headlong,  though  they  were  not
permitted to achieve their purpose
(Luke  4:29,30).  Thank  God,  there
was One who was good who came
out of Nazareth  - our blessed  Lord
Jesus!

When Saul of Tarsus metthe risen
Lord on the  Damascus Road at the
time  of  his  conversion,  he  asked,
"Who  art  Thou   Lord?"  and  Jesus

said, ``1 am Jesus of Nazareth, whom
thou persecutest." The words of the
LordshowthattheglorifiedonestilI
retains  the  virtues  of  His  perfect
manhood;  He  was  the  very  same

Jesus  who  said,  "I  am  meek  and
lowly in heart" (Matt 11 :29).

2. Lord and Christ -"God hath made
tbhoatthsaLTredJeasnuds'cwhhr?sT,y(i::suC2j.I;e6d):

He was Lord and Christ before  His
birth and ascension, for He said He
was the christ the son of the Blessed
(Mark  14:61,62).  God  ratified  this
claim  in  heaven  when  He  seated
Him   at  His  own   right  hand   (Psa
110: 1 ). He presently exercises these
rights,  and  He  will  soon  come  to
claim that which belongs to Him.

3.  His  Servant  Jesus  -  "God  hath
glorified   His  Son   (Servant,   R.V.),
Jesus,  whom  ye  delivered  up  and
denied  in  the  presence  of  Pilate,
when he was determined to let Him
go" (Acts 3:13). What a terrible pro-
nouncement of their  guilt!  Jesus  is
the Messiah-Servant of whom Isaiah
spoke so  much  in  his  great proph-
ecy. Although  Isaiah  also  spoke  of
Israel as Jehovah's servant, he makes
numerous  references  to  Jehovah's
Servant,  when  only the  Lord  Jesus
fully  answers  to  the  text,  notably,
Isaiah 42:1 -9; 49:1 -13; 50:4-11  and
52:13-53:12.   The   Lord   Jesus   as-
sumed the Servant character for the
fulfillment  of the    Father's  will  on
earth,  even  unto  the  death  of the
cross.  It is He who, by virtue of His
work  on  the  cross,  will  effect  the
restoration of all things and reign in
righteousness  (Acts  2:21)   and   be
God's  salvation  to the  ends  of the
earth (Acts 4:10-12).

fBUTth;eHd:|yjeadntdheR:#;°aunsd°RTfh:
teous One, and asked for a murderer
to be granted unto you" (Acts 3:14,
R.V).

He was Holy in  His eternity (lsa
6:1-5,  compare  with  John   12:41).
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Peter Speaks of Christ, concl

He was Holy in His birth (Luke 1 :35).

He was Holy in  His life.  No part
of  His  being  was  ever  yielded  to
Satan  (John  14:30).  He  did  no  vio-
lence nor did one lie ever leave His
lips  (Isa  53:9).  He  was  not  merely
innocent,  but  was  expressly  holy.
He possessed   real  humanity, apart
from  sin  that  is  in  fallen  man.  It  is
significant, that when  he asked the
Jews, ``Which of you convinceth me
of  sin?",  none  could  take  up  the
challenge.

He was  Holy  in  His death;  "He
offeredHimselfwithoutspottoGod"
(Heb 9:14).  Of the sin offering,  it is
said,  "it  is  most  holy"  (Lev  6:25).
Though God  ``made  Him to  be sin
for  us,"  He  ``knew  no  sin"  (2  Cor
5:21).   He  was  Himself  undefiled,
nor could  He  be  defiled.  We have
been redeemed  "with the precious
blood of christ, as of a Lamb without
blemish  and  without  spot"  (1   Pet
1:18,19).   His   blood   is   precious
because  of the  nature  of the  One
who shed it. The value of His blood
is  beyond  human  comprehension.
His holiness is declared even in His
burial;  Jehovah  would  `'not  suffer
His Holy One to see corruption" (Ps
16:10).

He was Holy in His resurrection.
AfterPentecost,thebelieversprayed
that  ''signs  and  wonders   may  be
done through the Name of Thy Holy
Servant, Jesus" (Acts 4:30).

He  is  Holy  as  our  Great  High
Priest;  ``For such an  High Priest be-
came us (or, meets our need), who is
holy,  harmless,  undefiled, separate
from sinners, and made higher than
the heavens" (Heb 7:26).

He is the Holy One Who anoints
His  people  with  the  Spirit  (1   John
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2:20).

He is not only the Holy One, He
isthe Righteous One. John said, "He

:Sa[i8!te£#:"(,TthJ:hjnu:t:23);es,}epAh::
7:52);   Isaiah   called   Him   God's
'`righteous Servant" (Isa 5 3:11 ); Paul

saw  that  Righteous  One  when  he
was converted  (Acts   22:14);  Peter
said, that ``He suffered for sins, the
Just  (Righteous)  for  the  unjust  (the
unrighteous) that He might bring us
to God (1  Pet 3:18). He will come to
the inhabited earth as the Righteous
Judge  (Acts  17:30,31),  and  then  as
the   Righteous   King  will   reign   in
righteousness (lsa  32:1).

5. The Prince of Life -"Ye kil led
the prince (or, Author) of Life, whom
God  raised  from  the  dead"  (Acts
3:15).  ``ln  Him was  life and the  life
was the light of men" (john 1 :4). He
is  the  source  of  life,  both  physical
and spiritual. See how men treated
Him  -they  killed  Him.  By  way  of
contrast, see how God treated Him
-He raised and glorified  Him (Acts
3:13,15).

How delightful to dwel I upon the
Person, character and work of God's
Son!                                                         H

I  used  to  think  that  God's  gifts
were on shelves one above the other,
and that the taller we grew in Chris-
tian  character the  easier we  could
reach  them.  I  find  now that God's
gifts are on shelves one beneath the
other, and that it is not a question of
growingtaller,butofstoopinglower,
andthatwehavetogodown,.always
down to get His best gifts.

F.  8. Meyer



The Betrothed - Faithful or
Unfaithful

Allan Thompson

Ezekiel 16
It is very possible for us as believ-

ers to  lose sight of the  relationship
tht we have to Christ, that we are His
future bride. Failure to keep in sight
this future event, resu Its in christians
having relaxed attitudes toward the
world.  In  looking at Ezekiel  16, we
can  see  that  man's  relationship  to
God spiritually is  likened to the  re-
lationship  of a  man  and  a  woman
beingjoined in marriage. This also is
parallel  to  the  relationship  of  the
Lord jesus and  His church.

canR:raadtn,::}:ncshf:opieittfor::gray;
The first seven verses can be applied
to an unsaved person. Verse 4 clearly
shows this in the statement, ``neither
wast  thou  washed  in  water".  We
connect  this  with  Hebrews  10:22
where  the  believer  is  pictured  as
``washedwithpurewater".Theplace

of birth  is out in the open field (v 5)
which in the natural sense wou ld be

place of death for a new born. This
ictures  the  world   as  a   place  of
eath for any unconverted person.

ln verse 6, we can  make an ap-
plication  to  the  work  of the  Holy
Spirit as  He  enjoins the  outcast to
live and not die. Verse 7 is a scene of
the  maturing  of an  individual  and
the  thought  of  reaching  an  age  of
responsibility  when   God   requires
each  one  of  us  to  make  the  life-
giving choice. As we look at verse 8,
we see the beginning of a covenant,
and   it  is   likened  to  the   marriage
relationship between a man and his
wife.   In  this  covenant  making,  a
man takes a wife to be his own, and
God   says  of  the  believer,   `Thou
becamest  mine."  When  we  took
Christ as our Saviour, we came into

the good of the New Covenant, and
were  put into the church  which  is
His  body,  the  soon  to  be  bride  of
Christ.  No  longer are we our own,
but we belong to Him, and our life
should   be   in   accordance  to  this
principle.

Further in the chapter (v 15), the
scene  begins to  change,  and  here
we  see  the  betrothed's  affections
have  turned  away  from  the  cov-
enant   or   marriage   bond.   This
woman, pictured as a believer,  has
betrayed her trust and turned aside
to other lovers. Sad to say, there are
Christianstodaywhoareinthesame
state,  ready to satisfy self,  allowing
their affections to wander from the
Beloved.  The  thought  of verse  22
shows  that  this  woman   has  not
looked back to where she has come
from and to what she was brought
into. The blessing bestowed on her
hasbroughtheroutofdeathandinto
life,  but she has turned back to the
lifestyle of death. Her sad condition
is  enlarged  upon  in  v  30-34.  Here
she   is   likened   to   a   headstrong,
whorish woman.

Although the thought is far from
pleasant, God uses the il lustration of
an  unclean woman  as a portrait of
His  own  people  who  have turned
away  from   Him   and  are  seeking
their  satisfaction  elsewhere.  If  we
who have been claimed as His own
turn to the world for satisfaction, we
are  like this sinful woman.  Her sat-
isfaction  is  very  shallow,  and  she
has to return to partake of her plea-
sures   again   and   again.   Believers
cannot get any satisfaction from the
world. If we attempt to do so, we are
like the  unfaithful  woman,  and the
cost will  be  very  great.  If we  truly
belong to the Lord, we will lose our
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The Betrothed, concl.

assurance, joy and  usefulness now
and our reward at the Judgment seat
of Christ.

Take   note  dear  believer.   Each
time you are determined to enter the
movie theatre, the concert hall, the
dance ha I I, the video store or even to
settle  down  to  your  favorite  T.V.
program,   your  affections   are   off
Christ and on another. These desires
to  satisfy  self  or  even  to  acquire
material goods can turn your affec-
tions.  In that state, you are walking
arm  in  arm  with  the  stranger,  un-
faithful  to  the  Bridegroom,  Christ.

:?t::hmaar¥hsfaoyrt#isu:jtbjjstth°e°trbu°#
is it not? We have to be careful as to
where our affections are placed; we
are the  betrothed  of the  Lord Jesus
Christ and  must conduct ourselves
accordingly.

Some   may  say,   ``1   have   done
wrong, what can I do?" Go back to
the  Beloved;  confess  your  wrong;
confess  that  your  affections  have
strayed from  Him, and  He will for-
give you. This is the thought at the
end  of the  chapter (v 60-63).  Here
we see a forgiving God sayi ng to the
unfaithful one, ``1 will remember My
covenant with thee in the days of thy
youth, and I will establish unto thee
an   everlasting  covenant."   Praise
God!

Think on this dear believer. Soon
we will see the Saviour face to face,
our Beloved Bridegroom. When we
are before Him, will you feel joy at
His  presence,   or  shame  for  your
unfaithfulness?   You   are   the   be-
trothed   of  Christ;   faithful   or   un-
faithful?                                                I
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"And a ^han Shall be" (Isa 32:2).

0 lovely man!  None can with
Thee compare,

My hiding place from every wind
that blows;

In thee my heart is freed from
anxious care,

I know, Thy love to me unceasing
flows.

My covert from the wild and
stormy blast,

Whose fury would my trusting
soul  alarm;

In Thee I  shelter `till the storm  is
Past,

Safe in Thy keeping nought can
do me harm.

From Thee the living streams of
life abound,

Whose healing waters make the
spirit whole;

Who drink of Thee eternal  life
have found,

And ne'er again shall thirst the
longing soul.

Thou  Rock of Ages, here I find
sweet rest,

Beneath Thy shadow in a weary
land'

A pilgrim on my way, supremely
blest,

To that sweet Home which love
for me has planned.

W.  E.  Earl

The Cross and the Glory

God has given  His children two
eyes; one with which to gaze upon
the  cross,  and  the  other  upon  the
coming glory of Christ.



The "Renewal" Movement

Norman Crawford
For the past four years, we have

viewed with alarm the development
of  the   so   called   '`Renewal"   or
``Church Growth Movement", which

is   being  championed   by   Interest
Ministries  to   promote   numerical
growth  in  local  assemblies  by  ap-
plying the methods used bythe most
rapidly   growing   denominational
churches. If we are to be true to the
principles  of  assembly  order  and
function that we  have  been taught
from Scripture, we  must speak out
against  this   dangerous  teaching
which,  if accepted,  would  destroy
what  we  believe  to  be  scriptural
assembly  testimony.  We  therefore
plan to publish a series of articles in
TruthandTidingswhichwilladdress
the   teaching   of  the   ``Renewal
Movement" and showwhatthe New
Testament  teaches  on  each   issue
which we believe to be wrong.

Some  of our  readers  may  have
had  little  contact  with  this  move-

fToenntt:dbuL#hanj¥.a+ehfere7nufFun:]yc:o:;
"Renewal"  is  not  limited  to  North

America,   in  fact,   its  "roots"   may
have  been  in  England.  Through  its
I iterature, it has reached to wherever
assembliesarefoundthroughoutthe
world. We  are  not questioning the
sincerity or judging the  motives  of
fellow  believers.  It  is  sincerely  in-
tended that what is written will  be
factual  and  fair and  prove to  be  a
help to believers who are seeking to
be  guided  alone  by  the  Word  of
God.  Although  we  cry to  God  for
daily renewal  in our own  lives, this
is  a  very  different  thing  than  the
``Renewal" movement.

In   his   doctoral   thesis,   ``Roots,
Renewal  and  the  Brethren"  (Hope

Publishing   House,   Pasadena,   CA
1986),  Nathan Delynn Smith  intro-
duced  the  premise  that  a  radical
changeinassemblyfunctionswould
produce  ``Renewal''.  For this work
he received a doctorate from Fuller
Theological  Seminary.  It  professes
to be a statistical analysis of assem-
blies  in  North  America  based  on
interviews  with  over  fifty  people,
many  of  whom,  according  to  the
book,  had  already left ``chapel" as-
semblies. Statements taken from the
sampling  group   indicate,   among
others,  the  following   complaints:
boredom with the breaking of bread
meeting;  dissatisfaction  with  what
some   called   an   unenlightened,
uneducated   ministry;   discontent
with elders who,  it is claimed,  lack
incentive   and   resist   using   new
methods,  of  whom  many  are  old
menwhereasyoungmenareneeded
in this work; a lack of shepherd care;
a separatism that isolated them from
other  believers  in  denominations;
complaints against the enforced si-
lence of women in the church, that
they are forbidden to be leaders and
are  required  to  cover  their  heads

:ah,eenoa,nca.s:epTab:!nT;,et:;:ngedneear3|
ness,  and  dwindling numbers. The
major  changes  that  Dr.  Smith  ad-
vocates to correct these real or sup-
posed wrongs did not originate with
him; in fact, it is very difficult to find
anything  new  about  them  seeing
they have been the practices of large
denominational churches for many
years. This is freely admitted by the
advocates of ``Renewal". We find it
very  strange  that   assemblies   are
urged  to  borrow  from  denomina-
tions or interdenominational groups
that reject so much New Testament
teaching.
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The "Renewal" Movement cont.

``lnterest"   and   `'lnterest  Minis-

tries"  have adopted the  "Renewal"
movement and promote it zealously
in their publications, however they
disclaim   responsibility   for   the
tpeuaf|[::5W'eva:in.,tb:|iaetiec|:;,t::¥®

of us can escape from the responsi-
bilityofwhatweteachandadvocate;
in fact, not only our fel low bel ievers
but the Lord holds us responsible (1
Cor 3:10-17).

We do not want to quote anyone
out  of  context,  giving to  words  a
meaning that was not intended  by
the author, so to avoid this blunder,
the  quotations  given   here  are  in
context and  are mostly in separate
paragraphs.

Our quotations will be from five
publications:   1.  A  booklet  called,"Interest  Ministries,  Who  we  are,

What we  are,  Who  we  serve'',  in
which  approximately 20 pages are
devoted  to  answering the  last two
questions of the title.  2. Accompa-
nying  it  is  a  second  booklet  that
answers  questions  about  `'lnterest
Ministries".   3.   A   doctoral   thesis,
"Roots,  Renewal and the Brethren"

by Nathan Delynn Smith. 4. '`unity,
Leadership, Change and Vision" by
Kevin  Dyer. 5.  Interest magazine.

For  those  who  are  not  familiar
with Kevin Dyer or Nathan D. Smith,
the following background informa-
tion may be helpful. Mr. Dyer came
from Tasmania to the  U.S.A.  many
years ago. He is not on The Board of
Directors of Interest Ministries,  but
is Chairman of the executive coun-
cil   of  ``lnternational   Teams"   (for-
merly   called   ``International   Cru-
sades"). Part of the statistical  mate-
rial for Dr. Smith's book came from
a  survey  of over  1,loo  assemblies
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done by "International Teams".

As a student at Dallas Theologi-
cal   Seminary,   Nathan   Smith  first
became interested  in assemblies of
believers   that   he   identifies   as
"Brethren''throughcommentsmade

by his Greek professor. He wrote in
the Introduction to his thesis, '`So it
has been that for the past 25 years I
have  studied  them   and   admired
them and discussed their works with
others''.   His  wife  was  connected
with  an  assembly from  her earliest
days  as  a  Christian  and  Dr.  Smith
became a  member of an  assembly
while he was a graduate student and
continues in this fel lowship unti I the
present time.

These  articles  will   address  the
following  scriptural   practices   for
which  major  changes  are  recom-
mended  by  the  "Renewal"  move-
ment: the Lord's supper,. the prayer
meeting;   elderhood   and   pastoral
work; assembly growth, and gospel
work.

The Lord's Supper
ln  the  publications  we  are  re-

viewing,  there  are   contradictory
statements   about   whether   the
breaking of bread  is  an  assembly's
collective   worship   or   another
meeting    which     is     called     a
``celebrative   style   of   worship".

Booklet  1   says,   "7lhe  church  re-
members the Lord in a weekly cel-
ebration of the Lord's supper" (page
7). Pages 12 and 13 Iinkthe breaking
of bread with an assembly's "act/.ve
participatiori jn worship':, using_the
words  "celebrate"  and   "celebra-
fi.on". However, a very different kind
of  '`celebration  of worship"  is  de-
scribed in several issues of "Interest"
-asundaymorningservicethatdoes
not include the  breaking  of bread.



The ``Renewal" Movement cont.

There  is  strong  evidence  that this
new kind of "celebrative worship" is
one  of  the  frequent  proposals  of
"Interest   Ministries   Consultants"

who  visit  assemblies  that  request
their  help  to  try  to  revitalize  their
testimony.

The  December  1988  ``lnterest"
magazine   has   '`Worship"   as   its
theme.  Bill Conard wrote,  "We are
shocked to  discover that the  New
Testament  gives  no  directions  on
how a worship meeting should  be
a„anged" (page 14).

This  is a  very strange statement
when we consider that Paul gave us
very  precise  arrangements  for  the
collective  worship  of an  assembly
which he had received directly from
the Lord Jesus (1  Cor 11 :23-34). In  1
Corinthians   14,   a   meeting  of  the
assemblyisdescribedinwhichthere
is   singing,   giving  thanks,   praying
and edifyingteaching (v 1 -4,15-17).
We  are  even  told  how  each  one
participated under the control of the
Holy Spirit (v I6). Do not reject this
arrangement just because it is writ-
ten to correct the abuse of tongues.
All  the  teaching  of  1   Corinthians
about assembly order and function
is corrective. The very first teaching
of the Lord Jesus about an assembly
is  against  a  background  of  failure
(Matt 1 8: 15-20). The chapter that so
plainly   describes   an   assembly
meeting  contains  three  statements
that contrad ict the assertion that God
has  not  given   us  directions  for  a
worship meeting. They are: "God is
not the  author of confusion...in  all
churches of the saints" (1 Cor 1 4:33);
"the things that I write unto you are

the  commandment of the  Lord"  (v
37),   and   `'Let  all  things  be  done
decently and  in  order"  (v 40). The

word   ``decently"  means  honestly,
without any attempt to deceive. The
word  ``order"  is  only  used  in  the
New Testament for divine arrange-
ment (Luke  1:8;  Col  2:5;  Heb  5:6,
10;  6:20;  7:11,17,  21).   Paul   had
never seen the believers in Colosse
face to face, but he could visualize
their order because it was the same
forall assemblies (1  Cor4:17; 11 :16;
14:33;  16:1;  1  Thess 2:14).  Each  of
these passages must be understood
in  its  own  context,  but they teach
that all assemblies were the same in
their order and functions.

In  the  same  issue  is  an  article
entitled ``Worship and Evangelism",
in  which  Mark  Porter writes,  "`^/e
usuaLIIy _thir\k of worship in the con-
text of the breaking of bread, and we
exclude  unbell.evers" {page  1&).  A
"Celebrative   style  of  worship"  .is

proposed  in  which  ``an  exuberant
worship  of believers"  is the  means
by which at least one man "comm/.ts
hl.sll.fetoJesuschrl.st"(pagel8).Th.is
is a contradiction to the teaching of
the celebration of the Lord's Supper
that is mentioned in Booklet 1 and in
other  parts  of the  same  magazine.
More important to us is the fact that
it  contradicts  1   Corinthians   11:26
which teaches that it is in the break-
ing of bread that we ``proclaim the
Lord's death till  He come".

The  article  goes  on  to  describe
the   ``main   preaching   service"   in
which  thirty  minutes  are  spent  in

Pnre:rcahi:fgoarnmd,::etqhuea`tjfTaeJ;fFtvnean/
hymn_  singing  to  a  time  of joyous
worsht.p".  Thirteen   "tips"   follow
which  include:   "Se/ecr  a  worshi.p
leader ~ Select coptemporary pra_ise
choruses  -  Simple  scriptural  cho-
ruses are ideally suited for long pe-
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The ``Renewal" Movement cont.

r.Iods of vyorship -Don't be afraid to
use  all  kinds  of accompanyir]g  in-
struments.   `Praise   Him  with  the
strings and flyte, praise Him with the
clash ofcymbals' (Ps 150:4, 5)"(page
19).

In  an  accompanying  article,  an
``lnterestMinistriesconsultant''spent

three   months  with   an   assembly.
Again the expression, "worship and
celebration"  appears  as  a  descrip-
tion  of  the  main  morning  service
(page 22). The author writes, "/i was
in no way presented as a subs|itute
forworshipattheLord'stable,butas
a  coptinua_tion  of  |he   morr!ing's
worship.  The attendance at the  11
a.in. hour, predominantly believers,
is more than twice the number at the
8:30 Breaking of Bread. So for a very
large group, the only corporate wor-
ship experience  is at  11  a.in."

The  question   must  be  asked,
Should  "a  very  /arge  group" who
neglect  or  reject  the  breaking  of
bread  be encouraged  in   a  ``corpo-
rate worship" that, at least for them,
is a substitution for it?

We  do  not  limit worship to the
Lord's  supper,  but the  breaking  of
bread   is  the   celebration   of  the
assembly's  worship.  Colin  Ander-
son, in this same issue, wrote,  "7lhe
sy_mbplic_ bread  a_nd wine spell out
clearly that He  should occupy our
thoughts and stimulate our praiise at
that  i/.me"  (page  13),  a  statement
with which we agree.

However, in ``Unity, Leadership,
Change and Vision", under the sub-
title,``ThechangesweMustMake",
Kevin  Dyer wrote,  "/ have sat i.n ar
least  2500  Breaking  of  Bread  ser-
vices, and I think it is fair to say that
the great majority of them have been
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slow, cold,  unimaginative  services
that gave  little_worship qr glory to
God." Some of the sampling group
in   Nathan  Smith's  book  said  that
they felt it was morbid to dwell  on
betrayal, suffering and death. Many
of us can testify that we  have  par-
ticipated in the breaking of bread at
least as often as Mr. Dyer and felt it
was the nearest place to heaven we
have ever been.

Mr.   Dyer   continues,    "Our
breaking of bread service is a prod-
uct of 19th century English attitudE_s
and  is  built  around  the  culturally
ascoiee#ty7=ae!j;t#ussnoefs::::|ecnecn::rnyb

music, no demonstrative action and
a preference fpr medl.tation were all
part of the lifestyle of the mid-19th
century." To  "revitalize"  the  wor-
ship meeting, he suggests "chang/.ng
the  whole  pattern  of  our  normal
communion service to allow music,
poems, testimony, drama and other
fbrrps of worship th?t lift up Christ
and honor and worship Him. ..There
is  nothing  in  _the  New  Testament
w{hich  prFscribes_ our fo_rm  of vyor-
ship  in  the  Breaking of  Bread  ser-
vice.  We need to  break  into small
groups and talk about the wonder of
God.  We  need  to  clap  and  sing,
making  a  joyful   noise   unto   the
Lord...L?t'shavettiecouragetobring
aibout change ait the Lord's supper. It
will set a new, positive tone for the
whole aissembly."

We do not get the order for the
breaking  of  bread   from  the   19th
century,  but  from  the  New Testa-
ment. We admit that meditation is a
great weakness with us, but it is the
lack of it, rather than a '`preference"
for it that is our problem. Joshua was
commanded that he must ``meditate
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day and night" in the Book; the Lord
Jesus  "meditated  ...day  and  night"
(Psa  1 :1 -2).  As for  most of what  is
suggested  above,  it  will  suffice  to
say  that  God's  Word  alone  must
direct  us,  and  its  pattern   is,  `'the
whole church be come together" (1
Cor 14:23), which is the opposite of
the "small groups" suggested by Mr.
Dyer.

I am amazed that anyone would
think of '`drama"  as a form of wor-
ship.  "Renewal"  writers  admit that
this is an  attempt to compete with
the excitement of the entertainment
world   with   its   flashing,   swiftly
changing,  visual   presentations.  C.
H. Mackintosh wrote,  "That which
is  born   from   excitement  will   die
from the want of it."

Two  very  serious  dangers  are
evident  in  these  publications:  the
danger of removing the Lord's sup-
per from its preeminent place in an
assembly ``till  He come"  and  intro-
ducing a charismatic style of ``wor-
ship". The night in the upper room
(Luke 22:14-23) is very far removed
from  a  setting where  there  is  play
acting,   excitable   flesh,   music,
shouting or clapping.

To be continued.   H

Simplicity of Heart
``Simplicity and  godly sincerity"

(2  Cor  1 :12) are the two  great ele-
ments  of  a  happy  life.  Simplicity
teaches  us not to seek high things,
andtobecontentwithsuchthingsas
we  have.  Through  godly sincerity,
we seek  likeness to the  Lord Jesus,
and to make it our one aim to be wel I
pleasing in God's sight.

Sydney Maxwell

QUESTION:  Would  you  please
give  help  in  the  Truth  and  Tidings
regardin
captive gyt[Fme(x,R:esB:OVT,,„``::khe,:
will"   (2  Tim  2:26).   Are these the
people  of God  that are  viewed  as
captives?

ANSWER:Theapostleispointing
out ``the servant of the Lord must not
strive,  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men,
apt to teach, patient" (v 24).  In par-
ticular,instructingthosethatoppose
themselves  with   a  view  to  their
possible    restoration    and    ac-
knowledgement of the truth.

In my judgment, this is a passage
where the  Revised Version adds to
the difficulty by suggesting that the
Lord's servant takes the person cap-
tive.  The  servant's  responsibility  is
to teach the truth and the Word of
God  has the power to  bring about
sobriety and release from the snare
of the devil, thus freeing the captive
to do the will of God. The attitude of
the servant must be proper in teach-
ing;  it  must  be  done  in  meekness
with a view to the awakening of the
one that opposes, and  is a work of
the Spirit of God alone. The phrase,
``the acknowledging of the truth" is

evidence that they have escaped as
a captive from the snare of the devil.

We surely have a sharp contrast
in the passage that is worthy of note,
on the one hand we have a person
who is taken captive by the devil (v
26), a bondslave of the devil, on the
other   hand,   we   have  the   Lord's
bondslave (v 24) in the happy liberty
that   redemption   brings.   I   am   re-
minded  just  now  of  the   Hebrew
servant who could  say,  "I  love  my
master my wife and  my children,  I
will  not go out free" (Ex 21 :6).
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Bible Reading Outlines

James K. Vallance
The Sermon on the Mount (Part Vl)

Matthew 7:12-29, The Responsibility to Respond to Revelation

Introduction:  The  teaching  is  now  complete,  and  the  doctrine  is  so
compelling that the Lord Jesus looks for a response:  He demands a verdict
fromallwhoheardHim.ThosewhoacceptthetruthwillbelibCrated,fruitful,
and  secure  for  both  time  and  eternity.  Those  who  reject  it will  be  lost,
unfruitful  in  life, and ruined in the end.

Vs 13-14, Two Gates, two Ways, and two Destinies.

v 13, Obedience is required to enter the narrow gate. The wide gate is
entered by default, and requires no effort. Failure to enter the narrow gate by
accountable persons constitutes a choice for the wide gate. The broad way
is  open  country  with  no  fences,  and  is  marked  by  self-indulgence  and

:::i:::JVoecnaebsi:I:j;nthaenYi%s:{thew°rld.Theendofthebroadwayiseterna|

®®

v 14, The narrow gate implies difficult and restricted access. Luke stresses
the urgency of entering the narrow gate while it is open, (Luke  13:24) and
Matthew stresses the difficulty of finding it while it is open. The narrow gate
allows only those who are poor in spirit, mourning over sin, and hungering
and thirsting for righteousness to enter as individuals.

The narrow (restricted and confined) way is characterized by persecution
and opposition (Matt 5). It is also confined by the constraints of the Word of
God.

Life is the governing principle of character and conduct, and the few who
find  it will  have perfect fulfillment,  beginning in time and proceeding into
eternity.

Vs 15-20, Warning against false prophets.

v 15,  Dangerous and deceptive men.

Their message is smooth and peaceful, butthey are merciless men marked
by self interest and greed. Their intent is to obscure the narrow gate. (Luke
11 :52)

v 16-20, The test for reality and truth.

Two trees -the test of fruit bearing. Good doctrine wil I produce godliness.
(1st Tim  6:3)  False  prophets  demand  no  change  in  the  life  because their
doctrine cannot produce it. The Lord demands conduct rather than clothing.

Fruit will eventually appear to reveal the character of the tree. The tree is
judged by the fruit, and not the fruit by the tree. Everything expresses itself by
its nature, therefore recognition is determined by production.

Vs 21 -23, Warning against self deception

The Lord demands obedience rather than profession. It is not what we say
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or what we do that ultimately counts, but what we are. The true believer is
only concerned with doing the will of the Lord. Good works can only issue
from obedience,  and obedience can  only issue from  knowing Christ,  and
hearing His word. Self deceived  professors  had  no history of contact with
Christ. ``1  never knew you".

Vs 24-27, Two foundations tested by the storm.

It is not what we appear to be, but what we rest upon that matters when
tribulation  tests our  profession. Christ alone,  His Word,  and  His teaching
providestheonlyfoundationthatwillendurethetestsofcrisesinthislife,and
the judgment of God in eternity. Vital contact with Christ, who is the rock,
is the critical difference here as well.

Vs 28-29, The uniqueness of the Lord and His doctrine.

The reality of the Lord's life, His person, and His authority were consistent
with  His doctrine,  and  He  was  recognized  by  all  who  heard  Him  as the
Lawgiver himself.                                                                                                        I

The Basis for Assembly
Fellowship - Part 2

R. G. Law ford

ln the first part of this article, we
considered  the  meaning of fellow-
ship  and  the  way  in  which  it was
practiced  during  the  times  of  the
apostles.   In   the   following   para-
graphs, we shall  consider the prin-
ciplesofassemblyfellowshipwhich
were  recovered  in  the  1820's  and
continue  to  this  day.  These  prin-
ciples are considered in  light of the
Word of God and assessed by their
fruits.  In the third and final part, we
will  review the  scriptural  basis  for
fellowship which the writer would
commend to every reader.

Unity of the Body of Christ
ln spite of the widespread depar-

ture which took place amongst as-
semblies after the first century A.D.,
it has been suggested that God had
a   faithful   testimony  to   His  name
throughout the centuries. However,
the   first  comprehensive   written

record   of  believers  withdrawing
from the organized churches of their
day to  gather  in  the  Name  of the
Lord  Jesus Christ to  break bread  in
accordance  with   His  command,
'`this  do,  in  remembrance  of  me"

(Luke 22:19),  dates back to  Dublin
in 1827. At that time Messrs Groves,
Darby and Bellett along with others
who were concerned that gathering
to names such as  Baptist and  Pres-
byterian  was  not  scriptural,  sepa-
rated  themselves  to  gather  in  the
Name of the Lord Jesus christ alone.
After gathering in this way for some
time, they concluded that they were
gathering on the basis of the unity of
the body of Christ. They agreed that
anyone  who   professed   to   be  a
member of the body of christ should
share  in the  breaking of the  bread
and  hence  in  their  fellowship.  For

Fi::Frg'serfot:Fdybdejddenn°iteie;i,i::ts::;
because they were not baptized.

Is the unity of the body of Christ
a scriptural  basis for gathering?  Is it
comprehensive enough to serve as a
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basis  for  assembly  reception  and
government? The simple answer  is
no. The body of Christ is described
in  Ephesians  5:25-27,  where  Paul
wrote, "Husbands, love your wives,
even as christ also loved the ch urch,
and   gave   Himself  for  it;  that  He
might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with
the washi
that he mi
glorious c

of water by the word,
present it to Himself a

rch, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it   should   be   holy   and   without
blemish." He was describing a glo-
rious entity to which souls are being
added  daily,  the  body  which  will
finally be completed when the Day
of Grace closes.  This  body will  be
manifested  in  its  glory  for the  first
time  when  we,  its  members,  are
brought into the Lord's presence at
the  marriage  supper  of the  Lamb.

:::saeytthheatL::dd¥sjsstjiTics°aT#:obui;
and  adding them to the  His  body,
often called, "the universal church".
It  is  inappropriate to  speak  of pre-
servingtheunityofsomethingwhich
is still incomplete. Furthermore, the
body will only be perfect and com-
plete because the Lord will  make it
without spot or wrinkle. No human
effort is able to produce or maintain
unity in this mystical body. The Lord
alone has the capability to produce
and maintain its unity.

Brethren who apply the principle
of the one body to the local assem-
bly appear to use the term, "body of
Christ", to refer to all the saved ones
on earth at any instant of time. The
term is also used by many churches
to describe the collectivity of com-
panies which come under the cen-
twa:2:tohfr;t,yn:fstchr#uhr:?gg:i:1::s;

headquarters or for a few men  in a
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central  location to exercise control
over all believers and companies. In
fact, the  New Testament teachings
indicate that  each  assembly  is  au-
tonomous  and  responsible  to  the
Lord  alone  for  its  actions.  For  ex-
ample,  in  Revelation  1, the  Lord  is
seen in the midst of the lampstands,
indicating that each assembly is re-
sponsible to  Him alone.  How wise
God  is,  for  only  the  Lord  has  the
capability,  wisdom  and  power  to
exercise such control!

Brethren who consider the unity
of the body to be a sufficient basis of
fellowship between assemblies im-
plicitly assume that there is a group
of `'assemblies or believers"  which
collectively qualifies as the body of
Christ.  This  implies  that  any  com-
pany of believers outside this group
is not part of the body of christ. Only
the  Lord  knows  which  companies
are truly gathered to His name. Men
cannot  assume  the  authority  of
central control and judgment with-
out going beyond the example and
teachings of the New Testament.

During  the   1827-1850   period,
some teachers took the position that
itwastheirresponsibilitytomaintain
the unity and purity of a I I assemb I ies
whichwerepartofthebodyofchrist
based  on  the  ``unity  of the  body"
concept. They took this position  in
connection with the disciples of Mr.
Newton   from   Plymouth.   About
1845, Mr. Newton wrote a tract that
containedsomeerroneousteaching.
Mr. Darby and others believed that
this  issue was too  important to  be
left to the judgment of the elders in
the   local   assembly:   consequently
they sought involvement in the dis-
cipline of Mr. Newton. Needless to
say this led to considerable tension
between Mr. Darby and the elders in
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the Plymouth assembly.

Contentions resulting from these
and several  related matters led to a
major division  of these companies
in  1848.  Further division  and  frag-
mentation   occurred   in   1884   in
Montreal, Canada in a dispute sub-
sequently known as the Grant divi-
sion, in 1890 in Europe and at other
times.  In  each  case  the  decisions
were  steered  by  a  few  men  who
acted  as  a  central  oversight for all
the companies still  in the "circle of
fellowship''. They called upon each
company  to   make  an   immediate
I.udgment on the  issue even  if they
were  not  in  possession  of  all  the
facts.  If a  company  sided  with  the
offending company or individual  it
was  cut off from  the  '`circle  of fel-
lowship". Had the premise thatthey
were  responsible  for  the  body  of
Christ  been  true,  then  these  few
brethren  would  have  been  making
judgments  regarding  which   com-
panies  were  and  which  were  not
part  of  the   recognized   so-called``body of Christ". Of course this is a

judgment which only the  Lord can
make.  As  the  years  went  by,  this
central oversight became more vis-
ible, issuing rules and regulations to
those who remained in ``the flock".
As a result of the nature of many of
these rules, these brethren  became
known   as   ``exclusives".   As   noted
earlier,   the   practice  of  a   central
oversight with authority to judge or
overrule elders in a  local  assembly
andtosetpolicieswhichwerebased
on  individual  preferences  and  pri-
vate interpretations of the Word of
God is not in keeping with the teach-
ings of the New Testament.

The  Lord will  maintain the unity
of the body; our responsibility is to
maintain   unity   in   the   assembly

where God  has placed  us.  It is de-
scribed as the dwel ling place of God
and,assuch,unityandpurityshould
be  maintained  in  it.  Paul  exhorted
local assembly testimonies, such as

i::ucnhi¥;C*hi:hpitj;:Pupnjdt?nrhaenj:ersdt
Jesus Christ. They were encouraged
to  do  this  by  having  the  mind  of
Christ, the one who ``made Himself
of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon
Him the form of a servant, and was
made  in the  likeness  of men:  And
being found in fashion as a man, He
humbled   Himself,   and   became
obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross"  (Phil  2:7,  8).  The first
steps in developing unity are humil-
ity, love for one another and a desire
to do the will of God at any cost.

Purity   is   required   to   promote
unity  in  an  assembly.  Elders  in  an
assembly are responsible for ensur-
ing that the purity of the testimony is
maintained.  In  1   Corinthians  5:13
Paul,  speaking  with  apostolic  au-
thority,   exhorted  the  elders,   ``Put
away  from  among  yourselves  that
wicked  person."  Rather than glory-
ing in the Lord, they had been proud
that they were getting along with sin
in  their  midst (1  Cor  5:6).  unity  is
also   pleasant   to   the   Lord.   The
Psalmist could  write  ``Behold,  how
good   and   how  pleasant  it  is  for
brethren to dwell together in unity"
(Psa  133:1 ).

While the  unity  of the  local  as-
sembly is a precious truth, we must
conclude that a fellowship between
assemblies based exclusively on the
principles of the unity of the body of
Christ does not provide a scriptural
basis for fel lowship between assem-
blies   nor  does   it  allow  the   New
Testament pattern as given in Acts 2
and  elsewhere  to  be  fully  carried
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out. In attempting to apply this prin-
ciple, men assumed the responsibil-
ity  of a  central  oversight and  pro-

::::Fddi?:?5:t*;s:tsi?nn#:tbt::)
of  Christ  and  who  was  not.  The
results  of this action were division
and fragmentation of the testimony.
In the end  it  led to a structure and
sectarian spirit which was similar in
many ways to the very system from
which these brethren had separated
themselves. In summary, we would
conclude that neither the Word  of
God nor the outcome of attempting
to apply this principle of the "unity
of the  body"  support  its  use  as  an
exclusive  basis  for  gathering  and
fellowship.

The BIood of the Lamb
Another principle of gathering to

the  Lord's table was set out by ten
brethren from Bristol in 1848. They
were responding to charges by Mr.
Darby and othersthatthey had erred
in the matter of assembly reception.
They stated their belief that recep-
tion to the Lord's supper should be

:epgeanrdt|:s:Voefr¥h:Prr:ff?ff:jinonbse:::::
sociations.   Believers,   they   said,
should  be  received on the basis of
their   own   testimonies   of  being
washed  in  the  blood  of the  Lamb.
They   asserted   that   neither   an
individual's  assembly  nor  church
connections,   nor  their   doctrinal
views  should  be  a  factor  in  deter-
mining whether they should  be re-
ceived to the  "breaking of bread."

5ha:Lry£:aj:jt°h:rswa::h:::Cpr::::b,:¥
policy of reception.

Toassessthescripturalvalidityof
this position, we again compare itto
the New Testament practice of Acts
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2:42 where we read, "And they con-
tinued   steadfastly  in  the  apostles
doctrine  and  in  fellowship,  and  in
breaking of bread, and in prayers."
ln  New Testament times,  believers
considered it a great privilege to be
in  the  fellowship  of  an  assembly.
Before being received each believer
was baptized. Reception i n the Book
of Acts was not based on an ``open
table"  policy:  each  believer  in  fel-
lowship   met   certain   standards,
namely  being  baptized  and   con-
tinuing in the apostles' doctrine.

Another evidence that assembly

£:I:hwesdhjjfiR:°!Y::din:fr:i:aLnabineinjg
given   in   1    Corinthians   14:15-25
where  unbelievers  and  unlearned
occupy special seats where they are
to  observe the  activities  of the  as-
sembly. The ``seat of the unlearned"
was occupied by those who, while
saved, did not understand that God
was in the midst of the assembly (v
25)   and   were   not  taught  in  the
apostles' doctrine. Before becoming
part of the fellowship, they had to
come  to  a  more  complete  under-
standing of these doctrines. Another
example was the willingness of the
assembly  at  Jerusalem  to   receive
Paul only after he was commended
to them  by  Barnabas.  In  summary,
the  teachings  and  practices  of the
New Testament indicate that while
being  washed  in  the  blood  of the
Lamb is essential for being in assem-
bly fellowship, there are other con-
ditions  pertaining  to  baptism,  the
apostles'   doctrine  and  testimony
which  must be  satisfied  before  as-
sembly fellowship can be extended
to a believer.

What are the practical  results of
receiving every professing believer
into   the   fellowship?   Frequently
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groups  which  have  practiced  this
principle  have  encountered  either
inconsistencyintheprinciplesbeing
applied or difficu lties in maintaining
scriptural  standards.  In  some cases
theyhavefoundthatreceivingevery
professing  Christian   regardless   of
doctrinal belief has led to the intro-
duction   of  unscriptural  teachings
and  behavior  into their  groups.  As
an  example,  some  have  received
people  with  charismatic  practices
and   have  found  they  could   not
continue to function with any sem-
blance to New Testament order.  In
some  cases,  the  situation  has  be-
come so severe that brethren in wis-
dom, have departed from the prin-
ciple  of receiving every  professing
believer and have severed their ties
with those who were having an evil
influence  on  the   company.  Such
actions indicate that more than just
faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  is
needed  as  a  basis  for  fellowship,
government  and   discipline   in   an
assembly.  To  continue to  promote
reception  on the  basis of this  prin-
ciple  while  practicing  other  prin-
ciples     in     administering    the
assembly's  government  is  contra-
dictory,   especially   when   the
apostles'  doctrine  provides a  com-
prehensive  basis for  reception  and
assembly government.

Companies  which  received  ev-
ery  professing  Christian  have  lost
their pilgrim character.  Rather than
responsible  brethren  discouraging
or  controlling  men  who  taught  or
promoted  non-scriptural  practices,
they have been allowed to promote
their ideas amongst believers in pri-
vate   conversations   and   public
teaching.  In  time  their  ideas  were
accepted and followed with the re-
sult that New Testament principles

were compromised or ignored.

It shou ld be noted that there is no
reason for complacency or a supe-
rior attitude on the part of those of us
who practice New Testament prin-
ciples.Casesoffailureanddeparture
have  also  arisen  where  the  New
Testament  principles  of  reception
and fellowship were held.  Respon-
si b le breth ren have fai led to exercise
diligence and spiritual judgment in
the application  of these  principles,
however,experiencehasshownthat
a  scriptural  standard  for  reception
serves  as  a  safeguard  against  the
intrusion  of  unscriptural   practices
into the  Lord's assemblies.  Further-
more, when brethren, motivated by
a  sincere  desire to  honor the  Lord
Jesus Christ alone, have maintained
scriptural standards in an assembly
while  having  a  spirit  of  love  and
humility, the Lord has been pleased
with their exercises.

During the period from  1840 to
1870  those  who  gathered  on  the

tghr:ub|8:d°fotfhteh:nLj:ym°bfiho:hb3£Ye°ar
preeminent place to the meeting on
the  Lord's  day  for the  breaking  of
bread.  In  some  cases,  elders  who
believed  in  the  unity  of the  body
principle would  allow a  brother to
break bread on the  Lord's day,  but
not allow him to pray or minister in
any  meeting  of the  assembly.  The
criteria   for  fellowship  varied   ac-
cordingto the gathering in question.
Acts 2:46, ciuoted earlier, indicates
that the fellowship in a New Testa-
ment assembly extends beyond the
breaking of bread to prayers and all
the functions and responsibilities of
the  assembly.  The  same  principles
of fel lowship apply to everyone and
govern participation in every meet-
ing.
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These comments are  not meant
to  diminish  the  importance  of the
gathering for the breaking of bread.
It  is  the  gathering  where  God  de-
lights in our appreciation and wor-
ship  of His  Son.  As  a  company of
worshippers  we  participate  in  the
highest occupation  which  humans
can ever have while upon this earth.
This  meeting  is  a  privilege  to  be
enj.oyed by all who are in assembly
fellowship.  However, assembly fel-
lowship is also a more comprehen-
sive   commitment   involving   our
conduct,interactionsandtestimony,
not j.ust our participation in a single
assembly function.

While  we  respect  these  godly
men  of the  previous  century  who
saw the truth of "gathering outside
the camp", the principles of assem-
bly  fellowship   and   government
whichtheyadvanceddidnotalways
benefit the  Lord's people nor were
they fully founded on the principles
and  practices  of Scripture.  The  as-
semblies with which we are associ-
ated   have  no  historical   link  with
either  the   ``exclusive"   or   ``open
brethren"  groups  which  we  have
described.  North American  assem-
blies were original ly the result of the
work of gospel pioneers from Scot-
land  who,  when  they  learned  the
truth of gathering to the name of the
Lord Jesus, knew nothing about Mr.
Darby  or  Mr  Newton,   but  were
guided  alone  by  what  they  found
written  in the Word of God.  In the
final   part  of  this  article,  we  shall
consider how New Testament prin-
cip|esoffellowshipcanbeapplieE
today.

``What feeds the flesh, starves the

soul.„
T. S.  Henry
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Tidings - Canada
British Columbia
Fleetwood,  At  the  monthly  ministry
meeting  on  October  21,  the  ministry
was  shared  by  David  Jones,  Sydney
Maxwell and Tommy Thompson.
Vancouver,   On   October  21,   john
Hawthorne and  Leslie Wells  started  a
series of gospel  meetings.

Alberta
Calgary,  Lorne  Mitchell   and  George
Pa(terson  commenced  a gospel  series
on   October  21.   Edmonton,  A  large
number attended the October confer-
ence  with  a  good  number  of  young
believers   present.   A.   Bergsma,   8.
Funston,   D.   Gray,   S.   Maxwell,   L.
Mitchell,   G.   Patterson   and   J.   Webb
shared in ministry.

Fort  MCMurray,  Albert   Ramsay  and
Bryan   Funston   are   labouring   in   the
gospel.
Saskatchewan
Maidstone,   A  good   number  were
present  at the  conference  in  October
and  the  Lord  gave  help to those who
ministered.  Following (he conference,
Sydney  Maxwell  had  a  few  nights  of
ministry at Mervin.

Manitoba
Austin, ln early November, Jack Could
had a week of encouraging children's
meetings.

Portage  la  Prairie,  On  November  4,
Allan Christopherson and Murray Pratt
started a series in the gospel.
Winnipeg,  Four souls,  including three
ou(siders,   professed   faith   in   Christ
during three weeks of gospel meetings
by   Allan   Christopherson   and   Jack
Could.

Ontario
Arnstein, Prayer is requested for gospel
meetings  which   Don   Nicholson   and
David  Gray  expect  to  commence  on
January 20.
Chatham, A weekly gospel meeti ng has
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started in a school. This is a cooperative
effort   by  the   Newbury,   Merlin   and
Wallaceburg assemblies. As a result of
the first  meeting,  a  young  man  of 23
requested a visit and this visit led to his
confession of faith in Christ.

Clinton, Although the conference was
two weeks later (han usual, the atten-
dance  was  very  encouraging  with  a
nice   number  of  younger   believers
presen(.  A.  Dryburgh,  A.  Grainger,  A.
Gratton,   D.   Kember,   Steve  Kember,
Shad  Kember  Jr.,  W.  Metcalf  and  K.
Moore  were  present  (o  minister  the
Word.  The  Bible  readings  were  very
helpful.  The assembly hopes to  return
to  the  normal  conference  date  next
year'  D.V.
Guelph, Three weeks of gospel meet-
ings  by  Norman  Crawford  and  Stuart
Thompson  were  encouraging  with  a
number of unsaved present.
Kapuskasing, On October 14, the saints
enjoyed  a  one  day  conference  with
ministry   given   by   Bruce   Rodgers,
Clarence  Black  of  Nipissing  Junction
and local  brethren.
Lake  Shore,  David  Kember  and  Alan
Brandon  of  Lake  Shore  had  a  gospel
series  with  good  turnouts  and  some
blessing in salvation.

Midland,   Larry   Steers   and   William
Metcalf expected to commence gospel
meetings on  November 18.
Milton, Prayer is requested for a series
in  the  gospel   which  William   Lavery
and William Metcalf expec( to start on
January 6.
Newbury, ln October, Arnold Gra(ton
had a few nights of ministry and spent
a  Lord's  Day with  the  saints.  His  visit
was very much appreciated.
Picton, john Slabaugh and Noel Burden
are  preaching  the  gospel   to  good
numbers  and  there  has  been   some
blessing in salvation.

Sarnia, On October 28, eight believers
obeyed  the  Lord  in  baptism,  bringing
much joy to the saints.

Sault Ste. Marie,  During (he summer,
the  assembly  appreciated  visits  from
Fred  Krauss,  Lorne  Langfeld  and  Paul
Kember, as well as a week of ministry
by  Dave Richards on  Philippians.  The
Labour  Day  conference  was  blessed
with  good  practical  ministry by six of
the   Lord's   servants.   A   midweek
children's   meeting   is   proving   very
fruitful in good numbers attending with
some parents also coming along.
Toronto, Fourteen souls professed faith
in the Lord jesus during four weeks of
gospel  meetings  by  David  Oliver and
Gene H iggi ns. Midweek meeti ngs were
in  various  gospel  halls  and  weekend
meetings were  in  the Minkler Audito-
rium of Seneca College,  where scores
of s(rangers  heard the gospel.  Follow-
ing  this  effort,  James  Mccoll,   Phillip
Harding and Leary Telesford had min-
istry  meetings  in  various  assemblies.
Prayer is requested for gospel meetings
which  Murray  Mccandless  and  Peter
Orasuk   expect   to   commence   at
Bracondale in January.

Welland,  Phillip  Harding  had  a week
of helpful  ministry. The saints also ap-
preciated  visits  by  Bruce  Cottrill  and
Gary Sharp.
West H ill, Timothy wal ker expected to
have   minis(ry   meetings   in   late   No-
vember.

New Brunswick
Fredericton, On November 4, Murray
Mccandless   and  James   Mcclelland
commenced a gospel series.
Shediac,   ln  September,  James  Smi(h
gave appreciated ministry here as well
as  in  Tracadie  and  Green  River.  The
saints were greatly encouraged  at the
October  conference  when  the  Word
was  ministered  by  Larry  Buote,  Lcon
Comeau, Yvon Poirier, Gerard Roy and
Lesliewells.Followingtheconference,
G. Roy and Y. Poirier started a series of
gospel mee(ings.
Nova Scotia
james Smith gave excellent ministry at
Clementsvale, Nineveh, Avonport and
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Halifax during September.
Hubbards   Point,  The  Christians   re-
cently added an extension to the por-
table hall, which is most commendable.
While  an  assembly  has  not  yet  been
formed, there is considerable exercise
about this. Albert Hull and Jack Nesbitt
had  four  nights  in  ministry  and  were
cheered to see the i nterest i n the Word.
Nineveh, A baptism in October brought
joy to the saints.
Sydney Mines,  The Cape Breton  con-
ferenceovertheThanksgivingweekend
was  encouraging  and  profitable  with
14 of the Lord's servants present to give
timely messages for (he upbuilding of
God's  people.  Following  the  confer-
ence, Dave Richards and Peter Orasuk
commenced a series in (he gospel. A[
last  report,  numbers ,were  increasing,
in(Crest was good and some appeared
to be concerned.
Weavers Settlement, Timothy Kember
had one week of appreciated ministry
meetings. While in the area, our brother
also visited  Nineveh and  Halifax.

Wilmot, As a follow-up to the summer
work, Albert Hull and Jack Nesbitt had
a  gospel  series  in  a  community  hall
with  an encouraging interest and one
soul   professed   salvation.   Meetings
continue  each  Monday  night,  carried
on by local  brethren.

Tidings -U.S.A.

Alaska
Anchorage, Andrew Bergsma expected
to start meetings on  November 11.

Oregon
Recently, James Mccoll visited Salem,
Tacoma   and   Seattle,   giving   helpful
ministry from the Word of God.

California
Culver City, John  Gray had a week of
appreciated  ministry  on  the  Work  of
the Holy Spirit.

Sam  Diego,  The  saints  enjoyed  a  visit
from  William  Halliday who  gave  ap-
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preciated  ministry  and  an  interesting
and informative report on the work of
the  Lord  in  Zambia.  Brother  Halliday
also   visited   the  two   assemblies   in
Phoenix.

Nebraska
Burwell, Roy Weber expected to have
a few meetings here.

Minnesota
Fergus  Falls,  Gavin  Collins  preached
the gospel  Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday  evening  for  six  weeks  wi(h  a
good interest.
Iowa
Marion,  At  last  report,  Joel  Portman
and Bruce Collins were in their second
week in the gospel.
Waterloo, Robert Orr and  Roy Weber
expected  to  start  a  gospel  series  on
November 1 1 .

Wisconsin
BIue River, Following the conference,
James  Mccoll  had  four  nights  of  ap-
preciated ministry.
Janesville, On October 16, Robert Orr
and  Arthur Ward  commenced  gospel
meetings  in  a  home  and  have  seen
some unsaved coming out.
Lacrosse, The October conference was
profitable   with   help   given   by   I.
Clarquist, 8. Collins, P. EIIiott, F. Krauss,
I.  Mccoll,  I.   Portman,   H.  Wahls,  A.
Ward and R. Weber.

Mississippi
Baxterville, Helped by another brother,
Lloyd   Ballhagan   commenced   tent
meetings on October 15. Bax(erville is
40 miles from Tylertown.

Michigan
Saginaw,  A(  the  monthly  meeting  on
September 30, two bel ievers were bap-
tized,   and   appreciated   ministry  was
given   by  Alex   Dryburgh   and   Brian
Owen.  Brother  Owen  remained  with
the assembly for a week of ministry.
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Mryland
Cumberland,  A  baptism  was  held  on
September  16,   and   Robert  Surgenor
and George Graham were with the as-
sembly for this happy event.

North Carolina
Hickory, At last report, Robert Surgenor
and William  Scale were  in  their third
week in the gospel with some ou(siders
attending.

Connecticut
Manchester, The assembly was greatly
encouraged recently when three young
believers,   the   Rice   brothers,   were
baptized.   Matthew   Brescia  gave  a
timely  word  on   baptism.   The   saints
also    enjoyed    a    visit    by    James
Mcclelland.

Terryville, The October conference was
profitable  with  helpful  ministry given
by   M.    Brescia,   AJ.    Higgins,   M.
Mccandless,  I.   Mcclelland,  j.   Smith
and K. Taylor.

Massachusetts
Methuen,  A  husband  and  wife  were
baptized  on   November  10,  bringing
joy  to   the   saints.   This   was   the  first
baptism  in  the  newly  renovated  hall.
The area Bible reading on Colossians 1
was  held on  November 11.
Saugus, The saints appreciated  recent
visits   by   James    Beattie,   William
Bingham and  David  Gray.

Vermont
Hardwick,  Since the  September  con-
ference,   (he  assembly   has   enjoyed
helpful   visits  from   Ernie   Dellandrea,
Larry Buote and James Smith.

Mine
Augusta, On  November 4, Albert Hull
and  David  Hunt commenced  a  series
in the gospel.

Tidings, Other Countries

Northern Ireland
Annalong, T. MCNeill  is preaching the
gospel.

Ardmore, There was a good attendance
at  the  conference  on  September  29,
and helpful ministry was given by nine
of the Lord's servant's.
Ballinamallard,   The   conference  on
October  3  was  large  and  five  of the
Lord's servants ministered the Word.
Ballybollan,   I.   Thompson   and   L.
Carswell commenced gospel mee(ings
on September 23. At last report,  inter-
est was growing and a good number of
unsaved were attending.
Ballykelly,  Some  blessing  in  salvation
is  being seen  in  gospel  meetings by J.
Martin and W. jennings. Following this
effort,  our  brethren  expect  to  start  in
the gospel  at Portavogie.
Ballymena, Gospel meetings are being
held  by J.  Flanigan.

Bellaghy, 8. Glendinning and 8. Smyth
are having a gospel  series.

Blackskull,  Brethren  Tinsley  and  Barr
are labouring in the gospel.

Cookstown,    A.    Aiken    and    J.G.
Hutchinson have commenced a series
in the gospel.

Dundonald, A. Carew is preaching the
gospel.
Killycurragh,   Brethren   Luton   and
Wallace are having gospel meetings in
the new hall.

Lurgan,  The  October conference was
large  and  profitable.   Brethren  Allen,
Stallan,   Hinton   and   Mcshane   con-
ducted the readings. Brethren Ferguson,
Hinton  and  Stallan  shared  in  ministry
and J.E. Fairfield and R. Eadie preached
the gospel.
Martray, G. MCKinley and S. Maze are
having encouraging gospel  meetings.
Newtownbutler, N. Turkington and S.
Ferguson are expected for a gospel ef-
fort  in this area.

Shanaghan, The hall  was crowded for
the conference on October 4. Brethren
Mcshane,    Hutchinson,   MCBride,
MCNeil I, Wright (Brazil) and Kane took

Part.
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Chile
Talca, William MCBride and a Chilean
evangelist completed a series of gospel
meetings on  October 28.  Attendance
of unsaved was very good and a num-
ber professed faith in the Lord Jesus.
Tome, On October 28, Richard Hanna
commenced a short gospel series. Fol-
lowing this  effort,  Brother  Hanna  ex-
pected to have a similar series at Lota.

Japan
Tom Bentley had four weeks of encour-
aging ministry meetings i n a number of
assemblies  in  Japan.  Jim  Currie,  who
was  interpreting  for  Brother  Ben(Icy,
was  suddenly called to  N.  Ireland be-
cause of the  homecall  of his  mother.
On   his  return  trip  to  Japan,   Brother
Currie visited  the  assemblies  in  Hong
Kong  and   a  very  small   assembly   in
Naha in the Okinawa Islands.

Netherlands
Hans  Bouwman  reports  that  the  tent
meetings  at  Schoonoord  during  the
summer  were  very  encouraging.  The
first of the fall  and winter conferences
at Zeist was well attended and helpful.
Brother Bouwman's book in (he Dutch
language   entitled   "Golden   Lamp-
stands" has now been published.

South Africa
Port Elizabeth, On October 23, Robert
Neill wrote, "The Christians have been
greatly  strengthened  and  encouraged
by  the  visit  of  our  brother  Harold
Paisley.   All   five   assemblies   in   Port
Elizabeth are supporting the meetings.
Hundreds  of  peoples  of  all  races  at-
tended and many precious souls have
professed  faith  in  our Lord Jesus.  Our
brother also gave ministry in the vari-
ous   assemblies   and   is  going  on   to
preach the gospel in Cape Town where
many assemblies are giving support."

St. Lucia
Jack Could and Jack Nesbitt expected
to  start  a  month  of  meetings  in   No-
vember.

332

Conferences, D.V.
Seattle, Washington
January 26 and 27 in the West Wood-
land   Gospel   Hall,   516   N.W.   56(h.
Prayer mee(ing on January 25  a(  7:30
p.in. Breaking of Bread on  Lord's  Day
is a( 10 a.in. Bible reading subjects will
be  "The  Lord's  coming  again  for  His
people" (John  14:1 -3) and "The Lord's
appearing  in  glory  with  His  people"
(Col.  3:4). Corr.  David C. Hale,16813
19th S.W.,  Seattle, WA 98166,  phone
(206) 243-0557.

Fergus Falls, Minnesota
January  1.  All  day  Bible  readings  on
Discipleship,  commencing  at  10  a.in.
Corr.  Reed  Schoephoester,  RR  5,  Box
240,  Fergus  Falls, MN  56537.

Matoaca, Virginia
February 16 and 17 in the Gospel Hall,
River Road. First meeting is on Saturday
at  2  p.in.  On  Lord's  Day,  Breaking of
Bread is at 9:30 a.in. For accommoda-
tion,  please  notify John  Nobles,  5735
Beechnut Avenue, Matoaca, VA 23803,
phone (804) 590-2988.
Note:  Kindly  remember the following
conferences  as mentioned  in  detail  in
the November magazine:
Long Beach, CA -lan.  12  and 13

Sam Diego, CA -Dec. 29 and 30

Hitesville, Iowa -lan.  1

Pennsauken, N.I. -lan. 5 and 6

Change of Address
John  Dennison,1950  Norma,  West-
land,  Ml  48185

Jack Saword,115 Haller S(reet, unit 6,
Arlington, WA 98223

William Scale Jr., 2950 Rte. 422 West,
Indiana,  PA 15701

Danny Ussher (Trinidad), 2 Twinburn
Way, Monkstown, Newtownabbey, N.
Ireland, BT37 0EH (until May,10,1991,
D.V.)

Dale Vitale,13640 Ridge Road,  North
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Huntingdon,  PA 15642

Change of Correspondent
Merlin, Ontario, David Robertson, 315
Baldoon Road, Chatham, Ontario, N7L
IE5

Change of Address of
Gospel Hall
Waianae,  Hawaii, 85  -  794  Farrington
Hwy, Rm.  D, Waianae,  Hawaii 96792
Change of Meeting Times
Waianae,   Hawaii,   On   Lord's   Day,
Breaking of Bread is at 10 a.in. fol lowed
by children's meeting.  Gospel meeting
is at 7 p.in. Prayer and Bible study is on
Wednesday at 7 p.in.

With Christ

#er]s:n#::gger;:e:3:¥e]n8,oafg:a5T:,o#;
dear sister was saved  65  years ago,  at
the age of 16,  while  reading lsa.  53:5.
She was  in  fellowship  in  Pound  St.  as-
sembly,  Lame and  later  in  Craigy  Hill
assembly,   Lame.  Mrs.   Corken  was  a
godly, exercised sister, consistent in I ife
and  tes(imony,  and  ever  contributing
all possible to further the assembly tes-
timony  and  every  scriptural  aspect  of
the work of God. She was a sister of the
la(e Mr. L.K. Mcllwaine of Nova Scotia.
The largely attended funeral was shared
by John Thompson and Wilby Mayne.

#e.iEidr::domc?onb°efr¥,u:!aefe5r8n.a8huarndeT;
brother was saved in  1951  a( meetings
by    Mr.    Baillie    and    was    in    the
Mul lafernaghan meeting ever since. He
was deeply interested  in the spread of
the  gospel  at  home  and  abroad,  and
visited  many  of  the  missionaries,  en-
couraging  and   helping  in  a  practical
way. His funeral was one of the largest
seen  in  the  district  and  it  is  estimated
1,000  men  were  at  the  graveside.  A.
Aiken, T. Alerdice and J.G. Hutchinson
conducted the services.

David Leslie Jones of Vancouver, B.C.
on  October  4,  age  82.  Our  beloved
brother was  identified  with  the  South
Main   assembly   and   previously  with
Deep Cove for many years.  He was a
faithful  and  devoted  elder,  who  was
always  ready  to  help  in  any  way  he
could. He preached the gospel, minis-
tered  the  Word  acceptably  and  was
excellent  in  personal  work  and  in  a
Bible class. Mr. Jones was hospitalized
for a number of years.  His son  David,
who   serves  the   Lord   in   Chile,   and
William  Hague  spoke  at the  large fu-
neral. His wife Mary will miss him very
much as she a(tended  him daily.

#*a.oEnmd]cytocb::rT`8,°afg:a#°6'uprinLrce[
loved  sis(er was  saved  at meetings  by
H. Paisley in 1948 at Parkgate, Belfast.
Her late husband, William, was saved
shortly  afterwards.  They  bore  a  great
testimony  in  the  district  where  they
were wel I known and were a good help
in  the  Parkgate  assembly.  Our  sister
moved  to  Bangor 13  years  ago where
she endeared  herself to the Christians
in the Ebenezer assembly. Her son Jim,
the first to be saved  in the family,  has
served God in japan for over 40 years.
The  funeral  from  Parkgate  was  very
large.

Twila   Boldt  of  Wa(erloo,   Iowa  on
October  13,  age  66.  Our  dear  sister
was  saved  in july,1967 during gospel
meetingsbywilliamwarkeandHarold
Paisley  in  a tent  near Cedar Falls.  She
was  in  the fellowship of the assembly
for  over  23  years,  a  happy  Christian
who appreciated her deliverance from
spiritual  darkness.  She  is  survived  by
her bro(her  Leonard  who  is  in  the  as-
sembly,  and  also by three sisters.  The
funeral   service  was   shared  by   Paul
EIIio(t and  Robert Orr.

Paul A. Cone of waltham, Massachu-
setts on  October 16,  age 88.  Our es-
teemed   brother  was   born   in   1902.
While  working  as  a  chef  at  Harvard
University,  he  was  approached  by  a
fellow employee who said, "l'm going
to heaven. Are you, young man?" Fur-
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ther conversations followed  and  Paul
was saved on Dec. 28,1928. In 1930,
he was received into fellowship in the
Cliff Street assembly and from 1933 to
1943  was  part  of the  old  Cambridge
assembly. In 1943, he returned to Cliff
Street  (now  M(.  Auburn,  Watertown)
where he was an elder, and served as
correspondent from 1984 to 1988.

oYnrsd?tE::.Fi¥e::cek#ydiunrdge,I:ovwed?
sister was saved  in  1934 as a result of
meetings by Oliver Smith  at Cylinder.
Wi(h her husband Mark, she was in the
assemblyatcylinderfromitsbeginning.
He  preceded  her to  heaven  in  1968.
Mrs. Frederick was in a Rest Home for
the  past  13  years  and  was  unable  to
attend  meetings for mos( of this time.
She is survived by her brother Marlow
Olson also in the assembly but very ill
at the same Rest Home. Also surviving
is  a  widowed  sister.  The funeral  was
taken  by Paul  Elliott.

#::}iaEAjdz::e6hctoRbaenrk]9:fa::°8S;?uor8;
dear  sister  was  saved  in  April,1934
while John  Conaway was  having gos-
pel meetings in the area. Shortly after,
she  was  baptized  and  received  into
assembly  fellowship  where  she  con-
tinued  until  her  homecall.  She was  a
wonderful   person   and   had   a   lovely
testimony.  Like  Dorcas,  she  was  "full
of good  works  and  almsdeeds  which
she did" (Acts 9:36). Mrs. Rank was at
the  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening
and had a massive heart attack on Fri-
day and went suddenly to be with the
Lord. She will be greatly missed.

#.oonn%rcat:tb:ry:5.o6uNredweaf,g:gtoh::
was born  in  1908 and was saved as a
lad  of  17  through  the  golden  text  of
John 3:16. Af(er being in the assembly
in Montreal for years, in 1947 he came
to  reside  in  New  Glasgow,  where  he
was  faithful  to  the  assembly  until  his
homecall.  In  his  retirement,  he visited
many rural areas with gospel  booklets
and  was  often  found  in  parking  lots,
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placing  tracts  on  the  windshields  of
cars. The day will declare it all. Fitting
words were spoken at the funeral  ser-
vices   by  A.   Hull,   I.   Nesbitt   and   D.
Swan.

#:i;r#:X¥:Sotb°efrs2aiY'tag:e73ra6::;
dear sister was  suddenly called  home
to heaven as a result of a car accident.
After  the   homecall   of  her  husband
George in  1970, Mrs. West continued
in  happy fellowship  with the saints  in
the  Sault,  being  a  good  help  in  the
children's  meetings.  Also,  she  was  a
great  help and  encouragement to  her
family, two sons and three daughters,
some  of  whom  need  salvation.  The
funeral service was taken by Ernie Sarlo.

#j'r`LaeTrsbToj(thhe:fwAaksrs°anv'£Ti::§:r965d
years.  He  had  a  deep  interest  in  the
Tabernacle  and  made  over  a  dozen
models  which  he  gave  to  preaching
brethren  and  assemblies.  Mr.  Smith  is
survived  by  his  second  wife  julia  to
whom he was married for more than 25
years. He had no children. The funeral
service on  October 22 was shared by
John Slabaugh and  Kenneth Webb.
Mrs.   Robert   Brown   (nee   Stella
Gratton)  of  Lakeshore,  Ontario  on
November 4,  age  86.  Our dear sister
was saved  in  1923  when Albert Joyce
and  Tom  Wilkie  first  came  to  Grand
Bend  wi(h  the gospel.  Mrs.  Brown  al-
ways  had  a great exercise about  mis-
sionary work and  faithfully supported
it.   At   her  funeral,   William   Metcalf
preached the gospel to a I arge audience
in the Lakeshore Gospel  Hall.
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Gospel Tracts

An  increase  in  the  selection  of
gospel tracts from  Robert Surgenor
will soon be available to the Lord's
people,   beginning   in   January   of
1991,  God willing. There will  be a
selection of 116 titles from which to
choose of which  13  are new titles.
All  these tracts are  on  high  quality
``Hammermill   Paper"   and   attrac-

tively  presented  in two  colors  (red
and    blue)    on    white    opaque
Laurentine finish. Most of the older
tractswillappearwithnewartwork.
After the next printing, there will be
four million tracts in stock.

Sample Packs

One  tract  of each  kind  will  be
mailed on request. The postage cost
of $1.30 will  be appreciated.

When orderingtracts, please state
the  title  and  quantity  of  each  one
you  desire.   Be  sure  to  print  your
name and  address clearly.

To Individuals

Tracts  are  free  to  individuals.  If
reimbursement for mailing costs  is
atallpossible,itwillbeappreciated.

To Assemblies or Other Groups

Tracts will be sold for $13.00 per
thousand, plus shipping. Please pay
in  U.S.  funds. This is our cost.

Many of the tracts offered  have
appeared  in  the  Truth  and  Tidings
and Words in Season  magazines.

Our  brother  has  been  very  en-
couraged  in this work.  Over a  mil-

#nr,traancisoacr:a:,ej:g,,Syhj£3:ddj:arceh.
®

ceived from a person who has been

saved  through   reading  them.   He
trusts that others of the Lord's people
who  are  not  presently  engaged  in
tract  distribution  will   avail  them-
selves of this opportunity of sowing
tg|:rj°o°fdGS::dajnndt:::tsf:|rvmat.::nthoef

precious souls.

These tracts may be obtained by
writing to:

Robert Surgenor

4527 West 226th Street.

Cleveland, Ohio, 44126, U.S.A.

Among the many Gospel verses
explained   in  these  tracts  are  the
following:

``This   is   a   faithful   saying,   and

worthyofallacceptation,thatchrist
Jesus  came  into  the world  to  save
sinners"  I  Tim  1 :15.

``Veri ly, verily,I say unto you, He

that heareth My word, and believeth
on Him that sent Me, hath everlast-
ing  life,  and   shall   not  come  into
condemnation;  but  is  passed  from
death unto life" John 5:24.

"Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,

Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God"
John  3:3.

``Ye  must  be  born  again"  John

3:7.
``For God so loved the world, that

he gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life"
John  3:16.
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