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““HE IS NOT HERE.'’

This world with all it offers, however bright and fair,
For me has no attractions since Jesus is not there;
How can I seek my pleasure where He had but a tomb?
This scene 1s stamped henceforward as one of
death and gloom. '

That risen man in glory, the source of God’s delight,
For faith henceforth has distanced the things of
sense and sight.
For where He now is sitting, that place for me He’s
won
And th’ere I stand accepted in God’s beloved Son.

My heart has now an object upon the throne of God,
While here on earth a stranger I tread the path
He trod.
My hopes and expectations are in Himself up there,
While here I’'m only waiting to meet Him in the air,

But in this little interval He satisfies my heart,
And teaches me how fully Ho doth His grace impart.
I live in Him up yonder and here He lives in me,
While from that place He sends me His witness liere
to be.
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COMMUNION AND SERVICE

Communion with God must ever hold a higher place
than service for God; secret fellowship with God must
never be put out of its place by public engagements,
even in godly things. There are many who are recady
enough {o perform showy acts of service apparently for
God, who doubtless find little eraving after privale com-
monion with Him. Tet us, then, remember that if
God, who doubtless find little craving after private com-
matters not what we may achieve with our hands in the
way of outward serviee, or with our intellects, in the
way ol learning doctrine; our foundation is undoubtedly
nnsound, and the whole fabrie will speedily tumble upon
us and bring us in ils ruins; and, morecover, the greater
the height or the more showy the architecture, the
greater will be the crash, the more melancholy the
desolation. I feel that these things are worthy of the
serious attention of professing Christians in an age

like this, of so muech outward show, but so very little
inward vital power of divine life in the soul; so much
of the head and hands, and so little of the heart and
affections; so much for the eye of man, but so little for
the eye of God. Our inercasing ery lo God should be
for power, power, power, spiritual power—without whieh,
all is (horough vamty.
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THOUGHTS IN MARK’S GOSPEL

Introduction

As in the Notes on Matthew’s Gospel which appeared
sometime ago in this Magazine, the writer’s intention is
not to consider in detail all the chapters in Mark, but
to notice some of the main features of this Gospel, and
to dwell more particularly on certain points that it
emphasizes,

It was written by John Mark. He had once been
the companion of Paul and Barnabas, but through leav-
ing them lost the confidence of Paul (Aets 15:37, 38).
Nevertheless 2 Timothy 4:11 shows that he recovered
himself and regained that confidence. It is usually
thought that Peter helped Mark very considerably in
writing this Gospel. Possibly Peter did help in this
instrumental way, but the point is of little importance
to those who believe that, whomsoever He was pleased
to use as His penmen, the Holy Ghost inspired every
word of this as of every other portion of the Secriptures.

Myr. David Baron remarks that the Second Gospel
was ‘‘apparently designed in the Providence of God
primarily for the praectical busy Roman world.’”’ The
words of the Lord Jesus are not so much reported
as His acts, and the greater part of the Book is taken
up with Christ’s ministry in Galilee. Although the
shortest of the four Gospels, there are frequent graphic
touches not found in the olher Gospels recounting the
same incidents,

Chapter I

THE OPENING. As Matthew’s Gospel regards the
Lord Jesus more especially as the KING; Luke as the
SON of MAN; and John as the SON of GOD, in Mark
the aspect is more that of the SERVANT, or Divine
Prophet. This, however, is not indicated in the open-
ing verses. It is the ‘‘Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God'’; and the quolations from the prophets which
immedialely follow identify {he One Whom the f‘mes-
senger’’ John the Baptist heralded, wilh Jechovah Ilim-
self. IMow foolish of mortals, or any other creature, lo
try to explain the mystery of Lhe Inearnalion! 1In the
0Old Testament repeatedly the ‘“Angel of Jehovah?
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(Who is cvidently the Son of God) is used interchange-
ably with Jehovah—often in the same verse, In Danicl
7 ¢“One like tbe Son of Man’’ is ‘‘brought before the
Ancient of Days.’”’ yet in Revelation 1, Christ is seen
to be the ‘“Ancient of Days.”” In John’s 1st Epistle,
when the ““Father’’ and the ‘‘Son’’ are mentioned, it is
sometimes 1mpossible to determine whether the IFivst
or the Scecond Person in the Trinity is intended. And’
{his may well be, secing our Lord could say, ‘I and
My Ifather are One’’; and, ‘‘He that hath seen Me
hath seen the Father’’ (John 10:30; 14:9).

In the Old Testament Christ is often indicated under
the figure of a ‘‘Branch’’, and if we take the four
main instances it is interesting to see in them plain
foreshadowings of the four-fold presentation of the
Lord in the four Gospels. ‘‘Belold, the days come,
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous
Branch, and a KXING shall reign and prosper’’; answer-
ing {o Matthew’s Gospel (Jeremiah 23:5). In Zechariah
(:12 we read: ‘“‘Behold the MAN Whose name is The
Braneh’’; and this accords with Luke’s Gospel. In
Isaiah 4:2 the prophetic words are, ‘“In that Day shall
the Branch of JEHOVAII be beautiful’’; elearly point-
ing to the special character of John’s Gospel. As
already stated, in Mark’s Gospel the Lord Jesus is
viewed more as the SERVANT, or Divine Prophet; in
keeping with whieh we read in Zacheriah 3:8, ‘“Behold,
I will bring forth My SERVANT the Branch.”’

No Genealogy. The special feature of this Gospel
calls for no genealogy, as in Matthew and Luke. “‘A
servant is judged by his work.”” In John’s Gospel also
no genealogy is given. How could there be from the
point of view of the Fourth Gospel? ¢‘In the beginning
was the Word . . . and the Word was GOD.”’

The Baptist’s Testimony. (reat success appeared Lo
attend the beginning of John the Baplist’s minisiry (v.
5), but Lhe parallel passage in Matthew points to his
having no confidenee in the genuineness of many who
came to be baplised; and the conirast he draws, in verse
8, between baplism with waler and that of the Iloly
Ghost may vremind us that (he former—whether the
“Daplism of repentanee’ or Christian baplism-—is ex-
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lernal and  temporal, whereas the laller is vital and
clernal.  Wilh that lowliness whieh c¢haracterised him,
Johm conlrasts himself—a ereature—with the Divine
Baptiser Who was about {o appear (v. 7, 8).

Testimony of the Holy Spirit and of the Father.
Jesus, although the only sinless One, having, in lowly
grace, been baptised (in this doubtless prefiguring Ilis
death), the Heavens above were ‘‘rent asunder’’ (R.
V.), and ‘‘the Spirit like a dove descended upon Him.’’
In the original, the word for ‘‘rent’’ here is the same
as (hat used for (the rending of the temple veil in
chapter 15. The latter act, we learn from Hebrews,
denoted that the death of Christ had opened to the
redeecmed a ‘‘new and living way’’ into the Holiest.
We were born in sin, but at the birth of the Son of
God all Heaven turned out to acclaim Him. And now,
as He presents Himself for His publie Serviee, all
Heaven looks downj; He is ‘“seen of Angels.”” Our sius
had separated between us and God, but there never
throughout His life was any Dbarrier beiween the Lord
Jesus and the Heaven of heavens. After four thousand
vears with all their generations of sinful men, One at
last had eome upon Whom the Holy Ghost could descend
and abide; Who was thus Divinely anointed in His own
personal perfection and purity. And this had Dbeen
typified in the high priest’s being anointed with oil
without blood, which, in the case of the other priests,
had first to be shed (Ex. 29:7, cte.)

At the same time the TFather’s Voice was heard:
““Thou art My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased’’
(v. 11). Here, in this incident of the IFatber, the Son,
and the anointing Spirit, is the first actual indication
in the New Testament of the Trinily. TWe must nol
think this expression of the Father’s delight was called
forth merely by His Son’s stooping to be baptised in
Jordan. No, the whole thirty years that had preceded
of lowly subjection and obscure service at Nazareth had
borne unceasing [ruit. In the Divine Records those
years arc scarcely mentioned; they were lived under ihe
Father’s eye—lo IIim were as {rankincense! It were
foolish, if mot profane, to fry lo imagine Lhat life,
but two Lhings al least may be gathered from what we
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are lold. The Lord Jesus has left a perfeet example
of subjeclion to parental control. And since Ile appears
lo have worked at the carpenter’s beneh, it may be
concluded that He was the supporl of His mother; for
whom indeed Ile made provision ecven in the hou1 ot
death. Sinee Christ never began the great Mission of
1Iis life until thirty years had pussed, may there not be
in this a rewinder (o any who would too lightlly, per-
haps in impulse, leave home obligations and cembark on
what they might call foreign servicel (Luke 2:51; Mark.
6:3; John 19:26, 27).

The Temptation, and What Followed. Only one verse
is given to the Temptlation in the wilderness, as against
nine and eleven verses respeclively in DMalthew and
Luke; yet in Mark alone—one of his characteristic
{ouches—we read Christ ‘‘was with the wild Dbeasts’’
(v. 13). The ‘‘first man’’ had one temptation in a
garden of plenty, where there were no ‘‘wild’’ Dbeasts;
tho ‘“‘Last Adam’’ was subjeeted, in hunger and among
ferocious animals, to Satan’s repeated assaults—not in
a garden, but in the lonely desert.

Mention follows of the faithful forerunner of our
Lord being ‘‘put in prison,’”’ and ‘this doubtless was
more grievous to his Master than the wilderness trial
had been. IHaving been face to face with the devil and
overcome by the Written Word all his wiles, the In-
corruptible One began Ilis preaching in despised Galilee.
To apply this,—would to God that all preachers, like
the ‘“young men’’ of 1 John 2: 13, 14, had the Word of
God ‘‘abiding’’ in them, and bhad ‘‘overcome’’ the
‘“wicked one’’ for themselves before-attempting to over-
come him in others!

Where Christ first cast out an Evil Spirit. Accom-
panied by the first four of His disciples whom He had
called to Himself—for, in whatever aspect viewed,
Christ was always the Divine Centre—Ie enlered che
Capernaum synagogue, and cast ont an uneclean spirit
from one who was present. So, having ‘‘bound’’ {he
‘“strong man’’—Satan—{be Lord proceeds to ‘‘spoil his
goods’’ (ef. Matthew 12: 28, 29). Observe, the ecarliest
miracle recorded in this Gospel was in a place of wor-
ship, the demon exercised an unclean spirit. Today in
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favored Christendom thero is o plentilude of wunclean
spirits. The grossest immorality exists, and, in one form
or another, we hardly know where he has not gotten
access. It surely is the first duty of Christians in this
evil day who find themselves in any way associated with
‘modernism’ or other devilry, to deal with it frmly
at all cost; and if they cannot purge the evil out, to
depart. from it, wherever found. For this epidemic of
uncleanness is the unholy offspring of ‘‘modernisin’;
and the ones who may Dbe, instrumentally, a power to
repress and suppress it are those in whom the Word
of God ‘‘ablides.”’
—H. D. Wolley.

THANKFUL FOR SURGERY

Surgeons are life savers. They are a necessary and
blessed part of an evil world. Ior if there were no
evil in the world, no disease, nothing to injure or
destroy human bodies there would be no need of sur-
geons to cut away these menaces to health and life.
So long as such evils exist, let us thank him for the
Master Physician, our Lord Jesus Christ, whose surgery
is. so infinitely Dblessed. A Christian man who +was
recently comparing notes with a group of brethren on
the experiences of the year past, gave thanks for
‘“God’s faithfulness in dealing with me in ways of
painful Dbut infinitely loving smfrmy” The -surgery
hurt; but to have left in that life the things that the
Lord cut out would have hurt more. If any of us are
on the operating table under His hands even now, shall
we not look up into his face and thank him?—I'rom
S. S. Times,

The night was dark, and the shadows spread
FFar as the eye could see,

But I reached my hand for a human Christ,
To walk through the dark with me.

Out of the dulkl]OSH we came at length,

Our feet on the dawn-warm sod,

And T knew by the light in Iis wondrous eyes
T had walked with the Son ol Qod.
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THE FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONFER-
ENCE AT CHICAGO, NOVEMBER
26th - 29th

It was an cager and expectanf company that
gathered on the above dates, in numbers so great as to
tax the capacity of the spacious hall in which the con-
ference meetings were held. 7The natural ecye could
see that great company. DBut the eye of faith could
surely diseern also the presence of the Lord Himself in
the midst of His people, according to His own faithful
promise, ‘‘There am I1.”” For still His unchanging name
1s ‘‘Immanuel, God with us.’’

Moreover, the Lord’s presence, and His care for His
people were manifested, not only in the more con-
spicuous features of the Conferenee, but also in its
smallest details. Many were the feet—‘‘how beautiful’’
in His sight!—that hasted in every direction upon
errands of love, for His Name’s sake. Many the eyes
that watched unceasingly that no want should be over-
looked. And many the hands that ministered dextrously
to meet every nced and desire. Who could tell the whole
story, or even realize the multiplicity of its details?
How then can it be doubted that Divine love and wisdom
and power were back of it all, and in it all, both to
plan and to provide and to perform? or doubt that the
motive of all this varied service was nothing less or
other than the love of God shed abroad in the hearts of
His people by the Holy Spirit who is given to them?

We can rejoice therefore in the thought that, beyond
all the benefits derived from this Confelence, both by
the Lord’s own people, and by others who were seeking
there the knowledge of God, there was honor to His
own Name, through the coming together of this con-
course of people. I'or we need but a moment’s reflec-
tion to realize that, not only the Conference itself, but
also the social conditions in the world, and in this
favored land, that made it possible, were due enlirely to
the going forth of the gospel of Christ, and to the
potent influence it has exerted—truly turning things
upside down (Aects 17:6)—whercver it has been to any
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extent made weleome. Therefore we joylully give lo
God our Saviour all praise for the Chicago Conference
of 1925, and for every detail of it,

Much that the All-seceing Eye has noted, and that
will be praised and rewarded ‘‘in that day,’”’ must of
necessity pass unnoticed in this partial and imperfect
report of the ocecasion. The task allotted to the
present writer is merely to give a brief account of
the several sessions corivened in the main auditorium for
the ministry of the Word.

‘‘Thanksgiving Day’’

At the morning session, after a season of prayer,
Mr. O’Brien spoke from the account in Matthew’s
Gospel (Ch. 21:33 to end of Ch. 22) of our Lord’s last
colloquy with the leaders of the Jews at Jerusalem.
The parable of the Vineyard shows what God required
and expected of that people—‘‘the fruits’’ of the king-
dom of God. But by contrast, the parable of the mar-
riage-feast shows, not what God justly demands from
men, but what He, in wondrous grace, does for them.
The lessons from the three attempts to embarrass or
enlangle the Lord by carefully prepared questions, and
from His own question which silenced His enemies, were
clearly brought out.

Myr. Baird followed, taking up the subject of ‘¢fruit,”’
and showing that God s way of trying men has alwaya
been by the “‘fruit-test.’”” That was the test in Eden;
and according to John 15:8 it is the test of true
discipleship now. Hence the apostle’s question, ‘‘What
fruit?’’ (Rom. 6:21) should bLe often in our thoughts.

Afternoon Session

Mr. Miller gave a searching message on the two
kinds of wisdom spoken of in 1 Corinthians 2, which
are so conlrary lo each other that to those who have
which ever one, the other appears uiler ‘‘foolishness.’’
The natural man, endowed with natural wisdom, cannot
receive the things of Christ, which the Spirit of God
makes known, heeause ‘‘they are foolishness to him,’’
and because they are ‘‘spiritually discerned.’”’ On the
other hand, it is likewise true that the word of the cross
is ‘“to them that perish foolishness’’, whereas {o Lhose
who are saved ‘‘it is the power of God.’”’ MMence tho
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paradox of chap. 3:18, that he who prides himself on
having Lhe wisdom of this world must beecome a fool
(in the eyes of men) in order that he may be truly wise.

Mr. G. Thomas, speaking from 2 Tim. 3:1-10, pointed
out the characteristics that were to distinguish ‘‘the
last days’’; and showed how marvelously the prophetic
picture here delincated corresponds in all its features
with the characteristiecs of these present times. How
significant then the words, ‘‘But they shall proceed no
further’’! God has set a limit to the development of
human wickedness, and will not permit that limit to be
cxceeded.

Mr, Mauro read Genesis 1:1-5 and John 1:1-13,
showing the importance, particularly in days like these,
of the truth of creaticn. Creation and redemption are
two parts of one and the same work. The invisible
things of God may be perceived ‘‘from the creation of
the world’’ (Rom. 1:20). This great truth is illustrated
by the correspondence between the shining forth of the
light upon ihe physical chaos of the old creation, and
the coming forth of Jesus Christ, ‘‘the true Light,”’
into the moral chaos, at the beginning of the new
creation,

Evening Session

Mr. MeMurdo gave a message of true spiritual com-
fort for the hearls of God’s people from John 13. The
message was occupied with thoughts suggested by the
words ‘‘the Dbath,”’ ‘“tbe bason,”’ and ‘‘the bosom.’’
One who has been ‘‘washed,’’ (or bathed) in the sense
of verse 10, has no need to be thus washed again; for
that is ‘‘the washing of regeneration’’, which is never
repeated in a man’s experience. But he has need con-
tinually, while walking in this defiled and defiling
world, ‘“lo wash his feet.”” Hence the trulh suggested
by the bason (ver. 5). Iinally it is the disciple who
leans upon the Saviours bhosom, who can receive word
from Him and communicate it to others.

After a short season of spirited gospel-singing, in
which a chorus of young people took the leading part,
and which was a Dbright aund stimulating [eature—
glorifying, we believe, and pleasing (o the Lord—of each

evening session, Mr. Alfred Gibbs of So. Africa preached
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the gospel wilh effeet from Isa. 1:18. Appeal was
made to the unconverted to use their God-given faculties
of reason and diserimination in considering their stale
of sinfulness, the neced of pardon and cleansing arising
therefrom, and God’s provision for that need in the
atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, His Son, whose Dblood
cleanseth from all sin.

SECOND DAY, NOV. 27TH
Morning Session

Mr. Baird spoke from Aects 27, likening man’s life
to a sca-voyage. The ever shallowing waters spoke to
those on board that frail and storm-tossed vessel of in-
creasing danger and impending doom. How great the
contrast presented by the ever deepening waters of the
gospel (Ezek. 47) which bring more and more abundant
life and healing!

Mr. Kelly spoke, to comfort and edification, and
with gospel emphasis, also, upon the Song of Solomon,
4:8-10, dwelling upon the words ‘‘Come with me.’”’ One
must hear and act upon the words, ‘‘Come to me,”’ and
receive salvation, ere he is ready to hear the words,
“Come with Me,”” and to enter into companionship
with Christ.

Afternoon Session

Mr. I'ardon spoke of the Cross of Christ, pointing
out its unique place and supreme importance in the
believer’s life and experience. The Seriptures pressed
upon the attention of his hearers were Matt. 16:21,;
Phil. 2:5-8, and 3:10.

Mr. O’Brien read Matt. 24:44-25:30, showing forecibly
the influence of the truth of the Lord’s coming upon the
behaviour of His servants. It would be impossible for
one who was really looking for his Lord’s coming to
treat his fellow servanis otherwise than lovingly. Im-
pressive lessons were also drawn from the parables of
the virgins and the talents.

Mr. Mauro drew a gencral comparison between the
law of God as given by Moses lo Lhe old-covenant
people, and as given directly by Christ ITimself to the
new-covenant people in the Sermon on the Mount. The
lntler is distinguished Dby (he Lord’s prayer-lesson
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(‘“Afler this manner pray ye’’) which has no counter-
part in the law of Moses. Some of the features of
this prayer-lesson of Christ were pointed out,
‘“particularly that the essence of the gospel is found in
the words, ‘‘Our IFather,’”’ and that the work of the
triune God was needed to bring into being a people who
could use those words.

Bvening Session

Mr, G. Thomas spoke from Ps. 22:1, 12, 16, 20;
and Ps. 24, dwelling specially upon the questions of
Ps. 24:3, as to what are the requirements of those who
would ascend into the hill of the Lord or stand in His
holy place; and showing how Christ, by Iis sufferings
foreshown in Ps. 22, met those requirements, not for
Himself only, but for all who trust in Him.

Mr. Dunning preached from Titus 2, magnifying and
expounding the grace of God whieh brings salvation to
all men, which teaches those who aceept God’s
proffered merecy.

THIRD DAY. NOV. 28TH
Morning Session

This period was profitably oceupied by a missionavry
meetling, over which Mr. Baird presided, who spoke
briefly from Ps. 2 concerning the promise, ‘‘I will give
Thee " the heathen for Thine inheritance. Mr. Huxster
spoke concerning the Lord’s work in the West Indies;
Mr. D. Charles, concerning pioneer gospel-work in Iowa;
Mr. Bruee Gilbert, concerning the untrodden fields of
Indiana; and Mr. E. Gibbs, concerning South Afriea.

Afternoon Session

Mr. Ritts spoke on ‘‘irue worship,”’ showing from
John 4:21-24; Eph. 2:18; 1 John 1:3, the indispensable
part performed by the Holy Spirit in the worship of
the Ifather. If the worship of the sainls be not in (or
by) the Spiril, it is not “‘worship’ at all; but an
emply form. The speaker showed from the above and
olther Seriptures how the Son of God maintains Lhe
sainls in fellowship with the 1ather, and how the
Spirit. ministers to the ‘sume end.

Mr., O’Brien, spenking [rom Titus 1:12-16 and 3:3,

)
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pointed oult what kind of people are they to whom the
grace ol God Dbrings salvation. Then, linking the above
with Heb. 12:1-14, he showed how, and by what various
means and agencies, the same grace of God teaches
those who have Dbeen saved thereby what to do and
how to live in this present world.

Mr. Mauro continued bhis ministry on our Lord’s
prayer lesson (‘“‘the children’s prayer’’), taking the
succeeding verses of Matt. VI as the Lord’s own com-
mentary thercon.

Evening Session

Mr. Kelly ministered to the edification and comfort
of his hearers from 1 John 3:1-3, showing what is the
‘“manner’’ of this love which the Father hath bestowed
upon us, and what the source and spring thereof; also
why the world knoweth not us whom the Father has
brought into the high dignity and holy relationship of
¢“Children of God.”’

Mr. G. Thomas preached the gospel from three
questions successively put to Christ by the leaders of
the several Jewish factions, and from His own question
whereby He so effectually silenced them all.

THE LAST DAY, LORD’S DAY, ‘‘THAT GREAT
DAY OF THE FEAST”’

The morning Session was given, as usual, to the
observance of the Lord’s feast of remembrance. That
which could be seen by the natural eye, or heard by the
natural car, is of little moment. We trust there was
worship in the Spirit, and saecrifices of praise and
thanksgiving, aceceptable unto God by Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Afternoon Session

Mr. Rilts read 1 Cor, 10, and spoke helpfully of the
several ‘‘tables’’ referred to in thalt passage: The
‘““altar,”’ mentioned in verse 18 1in conneclion wilh
“‘Isracl after the flesh,’’ was in fact a ‘‘table’’ (DMal.
1:12); and it was to them what ‘‘the Lord’s (able’’
(v. 21) i1s to us, namely, that from which we are
nourished. There is a Lbird table, ‘“Lhe table of
demons’’ (v. 21). The fable (or allar) which cavthly
Isracl had has long sinco passed away. llence today all
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men  derive their spiritual nutriment ecither from the.
table of the Lord or the table of demons. The ‘‘Lord’s
supper’’ (Ch. 11:20) is something of a different kind.
It is an observance, of the Lord’s own appointing, for
a remembrance of Him.

Mr. Mauro spoke from Eph. 3:18, There is one thing
which, all through the Secriptures, is marked by the
significant characteristic that its dimensions are given
from heaven. It is God’s dwelling place; instances are
seen in the tabernacle in the wilderness, the temple of
Solomon, and in the visions of KEzekiel and of John.
The main theme of Ephesians is the building up of
God’s eternal dwelling (2:20-22). This is God’s master-
piece, His superlative ‘‘workmanship’’ (2:10). To this
great building the speaker applied the words, ‘“What
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and leight,’’
pointing out that sin had produced conditions wherein
God could display four glories or attributes of His
being: (1) ‘‘the exceeding greatness of His power’’;
(2) ‘‘the exceeding riches of His grace’’; (3) ‘‘His
great love, whercewith He loved us when we were dead
in sins’’; (4) His ‘““manifold wisdom.’’ All these shine
forth’ in ‘‘redemption through His Dblood’’, ‘‘to the
praise of the glory of His grace’’ (Ch. 1:6, 7); and
could not have been known otherwise.

Evening Session

The final session was devoted to the preaching of the
gospel by the Thomas brothers. Mr. V. Thomas spoke
effectively from Psalm 32, dwelling upon the importance
of acknowledging sin as a pre-requisitec to receiving
God’s pardoning mercy. Mr, G. Thomas made a strong
appeal based upon Rom. 3, and John 5, showing that
man’s whole being has been ruintéd by sin; but God’s
remedy, which is Christ crucified and risen, restores
every part.

Sceveral confessed Christ for the first time in the
course of theso meetings, and scemed to have really
passed from death into life.

The childlike faith (hat asks nol sighl wails not
for wonder or for sign, believes, beeause it loves, aright
shall see greater things, things divine.—Icble.
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THE BEAM, THE AXE AND THE STICK

Human nature rebels against confinement and re-
straint of all kinds, but morve especially when it is Gor
who imposes the limitations. Mankind generally antago-
nizes three M’s, namely :—Mystery, Miracle and Manage-
ment and cannot abide God to know anything that he
cannot know, nor be able to do anything that bhe can-
not do, nor will he allow God to control him in any
way. ‘‘Let us break their bands asunder and cast away
their cords from us’’ was the language of the rabble
mob around the Cross (sce Psm. II. Aects (V 25-28,) and
it 1s still the slogan of rebel men today.

The narrative from which this sketeh is drawn will
be found in II IKings, Chap. 6, and the ruin and re-
demption of men is clearly outlined.

Contraction and Restriction is abhorrent to the na-
ture of man. The place is too strait for us?’’ (v. 1).
The restrictions of Eden were more than Adam and Eve
could bear. That one forbidden tree agitated these in-
quisitive spirits beyound measure (Gen. II. 16, 17.)
Enlargement is more fascinating than curtailment. These
young prophets were straining at the leash, and iteh-
ing for the chase after expansion,

The Axe Head Slips. In the course of constructing
the new abode there was a fall. The Axe head slipped
from the handle when the workman was felling a beam.
The federal headship of Adam can be traced here, and
also his fall. God created Adam as Milton so wonder-
fully deseribes him in ‘‘Paradise Lost’’ as ‘‘Sufficient
to have Stood; yet free to fall.”” The original head of
the human race chose to fall, and he fell, and has
dragged down cvery one of his posterity into all the sin
and shame ol his transgression (See Rom, v. 12.) With
this difference that Adam’s transgression of law led
to the corruption of his nature, but it is our ecorrup-
tion of nature which leads {o our transgression of Law.’’

““The falal [all, the sin, the shame
The death, Lthe doom, the sword allame
The curse, the crime beyond disguise
And Larth is no more Paradise.’’
The Axe Head Was Borrowed. And there was cevi-
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dently regret over its loss on that very acecount. And
was not Adam’s position in Eden dependent on the con-
dition of his obedience. His was surely borrowed blessed-
ness; and when he transgressed he was expelled from
Eden. ‘“In the day you eatest thereof, dying thou shall
die.”’

Where TFell it? This is a good question to ask, be-
cause unless there is actual and accurate knowledge of
loss, and the place where the loss was suffered; re-
covery is rendered difficult, if not impossible. The place
being located, the way for a remedy 1is indicated. The
place of man’s fall was Eden the garden of God.

The Cutting of a Stick. This is to be the rcmedy
for the lost axe head. That stick has first to be cut
down, and then cast in were the axe head disappeared.
‘“ As by one man siu entered into the world, and death
by sin.’’ ‘“As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive’’ (1 Cor, x. v. 22.) The obedience of
the second Adam to the death of the Cross answers 1n
this case to the cutting of the Stick.

The Iron Did Swim. The recovery of the heavy
piece of iron immediately on the submersion of the stick
was a miraculous performance; and the regeneration
of the lost seed of the first Adam through the propitia-
tion of the Last Adam is the miracle of ages. (Rom.
v. 14-19.)

““Though our nature’s fall in Adam
Wholly shut us out from God.
Thy Eternal Counsels brought us
Nearer still through Jesus Blood.

Take It Up To Thee. Human responsibility is here
clearly indicated. Just as human carclessness introduced
the sin; so it devolves upon human Dbeings to welcome
the remedy, ‘‘There has been no atonement made for
the sin of despising the atonement.’”’ ‘“\Whosoever will
let him take of the water of life freely.’”’ (Rev. 22, 17.)

Philologus.

Trajth, like light, should ever be simple and unbending;
while love, like warmth, should beam forth on every
sidde, and hend Lo every nceessily of (Lie Dbrethren.—
Luther,
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ZULULAND AND THE ZULUS

, Witcheraft and the Domestic Life of the Zulus
Paper No, 3 By Edwin F. Gibbs
Witcheraft and smelling out were much praectised and
cncouraged by the king; indeed, he himself laid eclaim
to supernalural powers in reading or interpreting dreams
and other strange occurrences, a means which he would
often adopt {o get rid of some person who happened to
be in his way, especially if such person were a coun-
cillor or close attendant. On these occasions a large
number of the people—perhaps 10,000—would be ordered
to assemble at the royal kraal, where they would form
up into a large semicirele. A witeh doctor- generally
some {oothless “old man, with shrivelled skin and Dbony
claw—like hands—would appear chanting some weird
incantation, ecalling forth the aid of the spirits which
the people feared and believed in. The doctor, having
been previonsly instructed by the king as to who had
to be smelt out, would have before him a large clay pot
containing a black and evil-smelling liquid called ‘‘umu-
ti’’ or medicine, made from herbs and perhaps some
gruesome relies of human beings and animals. Into
this, he would dip an ox-tail, and, armed with it, he
would commenee to danee and sing madly before and
~1In and out of the multltudc, creeping nearer and nearver
to his intended vielim, until at last, pausing for a
moment before the terrified wreteh, he would strike him
full across the face with the still dripping tail, which
was Lhe signal for {he execculioners {o seize him. A
sigh, as much from relief as from lhorror, would go up
from the crowd, and ere it had well subsided the con-
demned man would be dragged away to the place of
killing, as it was called, and there, sent to his death.
Thus—powerless, wilhout trial, withoul so much as
the right to plead his defence or in miligation of the
extreme sentence known Lo man—were lhe innocent and
the guilty indiscriminately sent to Lheir doom in the
days ol T'shaka. In leaving Lhis part of the subjeet, il
must be pointed oul that tho people thoroughly hulw\od
in this method of meeling oul justice; mdvcd anything
nehieved by what upp('m‘wl to (hem o be a super-
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nalural  ageney—whieh this  did—was considered by
them as much beyond the palo of mere human discus-
sion and knowledwze as any subjeet ecould be.

Passing referenee should he made to the royal house,
It was almost perfeetly round in shape, surrounded by
a well Dbuilt stockade of poles, necatly laced together
and about ecight feet in height. It was situated on a
sloping picee of ground, and was about a mile in dia-
meter. At the highest point stood the king’s private
residence, which, besides his personal quarters, eonsisted
ol about 100 huts. This portion was separated from the
rest of the kraal by another and more

Strongly Built Stockade

through which acess was obtained by means of a single
gate—a very carefully guarded entrance. Only women
were allowed to live within the royal enclosure and
anyone else found there without the king’s express
permission was immediately killed. The huts were, and
still are, in form and structure peculiar to the people,
but Lheir outward appearance is too well known lo re-
quire description here. The floors were made from
antheap, Dbeaten very hard with a round stone, and
then polished so Dbeautifully that the surface shown
like polished cbony. In diameter they were about 14
feet, and comfortably housed from seven to ten men.
At (he royal kraal, therefore, something like 12,000
people were quartered. The king’s private apartments
were of course on a larger and grander seale than those
of the ecommoner people, being most Dbeautifully built,
and having a diameler about twice that of the ordinary
hut. All huts, from the bhighest to the lowest, were
kept serupulously clean, and the court yards, especially
those about the royal premises, were almost as Dbeauli-
Tully kept as the floors of the huts themselves.

There was some method observed in the arrangement
of the huls. They were built in rows ten to twelve
deep. In the cenler of the kraal was a large open
spaee, in which the Lroops were reviewed and drilled.
In fine weather the king would hold his councils in Lthe
open, near the gale of Lhe ealtle keanal in which were
kept his own special herd, but in cold or wel weather
the meetings were held in what was called the council
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chamber. The huts of those of low rank—ihe common
warrior—were neavest the main gate, whilst those huts
nearest the king’s belonged to the highest in rank.
With a military genius such as Tahaka has always
been admitted to be, at the head of affairs, it is not
surprising that the military life dominated the social
or purely domestic one, but strenous and all absorbing
as the former was, there was yet time and opportunity
for the laying the foundation of a social system which,
though erude, might with advantage have been emulated
by more civilized nations.

Morally, the people were, according to their own
lights, as well-nigh perfect as a nation could be. In
the first place, the law of the land was an unwritten
one—there were no law books to refer to—the great law
of custom was the only one which guided and controlled
the people’s actions, and wherever custom alone governs
an individual’s actions, it is pretty certain that that
individual will have such customs at his finger tips.
This was the case in Zululand. Iivery individual in the
land knew what the laws of the land were, and none
could plead ignorance. If a man broke a law, thercfore,
he knew that he had broken it. But he knew more
—he knew that the punishment For his offence, no
matter how {trivial it was, would be out of all propor-
tion to its seriousness. There was not only no excuse
for breaking the law, but there was ever present the
greatest delerrent of all—the knowledge that the
offender would be judged by Tshaka—mighty, mereciless,
cruel, ever willing, nay ecager, to put to death or to
some less merciful punishment any poor wretech who
might fall into his clutches.

It will be seen, Lherefore, thal to be law-abiding was
not merely a question of duty with Tshaka’s subjeets:
they had fo be so beeause their very lives depended upon
it. Il was Lhis constant fear of torture and death
raised a harbarous, heathen, and unedueated people to
the model of integrity which they ullimately beeame.
Tt may be argued with some reason that the enloreement
of discipline and obedience, under pain ol some terrible
punishment, is not the proper foundalion upon which to
build up the moral tone ol a nation, but il ix net our




ARMOUR OF LIGHT 19

purpose to dwell so much upon the methods used as
upon the results which the methods achieved. What,
as a matter of fact, were those results?

Obedience, respect, loyalty, bravery, honesty, physical
ability, and indeed all those other attributes of 1ihe
good and the law-abiding citizen, were all of them
practically wanting in the people when Tshaka ascended
the throne, but when he left it, so mercilessly had he
drilled and drummed theso qualities into the people
that they had become part and parcel of their daily
life. In course of time, theft in any shape or form
practically ceased to exist, immorality became unknown,
cunning and deceit gave place to straightforward and
manly-dealing, cven though death loomed darkly before
as the reward. Fearlessness and bravery, together with
physical perfection, was the goal aimed at by all, and
if anyone displayed fear, cowardice, or physical in-
firmity, the king had him pubt lo death as being of no
use to the community, and a consumer of the food which
was required to sustain the more worthy. Truly might
it be said that this was an age of the survival of the
fittest, and while we cannot but condemn, in the

Strongest Language

at our command, the ‘‘weeding out’’ process which
Tshaka thus adopted, we are bound to admit that the
ultimate result of these drastic measures was not only
effective, hut cxtremely remarkable. We have but to
look at the nation as it is even today to see for our-
selves the fruits of Tshaka’s rule and these fruits are—
we speak of the Zulu unspoiled by so-called ecivilization
—the existence in our midst of as manly, as brave, and
as physically perfeet a race as one can ever hope to
see.

The stars look up to God, and the slars look down on me,

The stars shine over the earth, and the stars shine over
the sea,

The stars will live for a million yecars,

Tor a million years and a day,

But Christ and I shall live and love

When the slarg have passed away,
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JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU
By Mr. L. W. G. Alexander, Edinburgh

Although Jehovah-Tsidkenu 1s clearly associated in
Seripture with Jerusalem and Israel, yet, ils contempla-
tion suggests preeious thoughts which are as true of
Christians to-day as they will be of Israel in the future.

In the order in which these names are found in Serip-
ture, this one comes seventh. It is thercfore, the last
of a complete number or circle. It may appear strange
that the revelation of Jehovah-Tsidkenu should thus Dbe
recached at the end, rather than at the beginning, yet,
in this there is decided progress, decided increase in the
knowledge of God. True it is, that when at the first we
came to the Cross, and were granted the revelation of
Jehovah-Jireh, we found in God’s provision a righteous-
ness provided for us which we never could have secured
for oursclves. We learned that God made Him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.

How precious is this truth! As our positive sinful-
ness, and utter lack of righteousness were pressed upon
our hearis by the Spirit of God we found in Christ
not only the sacrifice that for ever removed our sin,
but, we also learned that of God.

He was made unto us righteousness.
What we had—our sins—He removed; what we had
not—iighieousness—Ile provided. Thus we learned to
glory in Jehovah-Tsidkenu, Jebovah our Righteousness.

The words of Habakkuk 1. 4, ‘“The righteous shall
live by faith,”’ are twice quoted by the Apostle Paul in
the cpistles which bear his name. In the first instance,
Roman i, 17, thé emphasis rests on the word ‘‘faith,”’
which is the only prineiple on which God declares man
righteous. In Galatians iii. 18, where the thought is
rather {hat of living by [faith, the emphasis rests on
the word “‘live.”? Ilere it is not so mueh the initlial
act of faith in Christ whieh constitulés the sinner right-
cous that is in view, it is rather the daily living by
faith aflerwards.

IHHaving bLegun in the spirit, the Galatians were at-
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templing to reach perfection in the flesh. This is a sub-
tle danger to which Christians are slill exposed. Made
righteous through faith in Christ, we oflen attempt to
reach practical righteousness by our own ecfforts in the
flesh, Nevertheless, we have to learn, often by bitter
experience, that as we were constituted righteous by
faith to begin with we must with equal certainty, live
by faith all the way along. The righteous requirements
of the law are alone fulfilled in those who walk not after
the flesh but after the spirit.

Thus we are taught from day to day, in ever decpen-
ing measure, our own utter worthlessness, and
our entire dependence upon Christ for righteousness,
and for all. The stay of our souls must ever be Je-
hovah-Tsidkenu. There is, therefore, true progress to
be discerned in the fact that the revelation of Je-
hovali-Tsidkenu comes seventh in order, and blessedly
crowns the sevenfold revelation given here below. Sure
it is that never will this truth be more precious to our
hearts, never will Jebovah-Tsidkenu be more needed
by our souls than when the end of life’s day is reached,
when ecarthly things and creature stays ecrumble for
ever, and we sland on the verge of the unseen and
the eternal.

The parting words of a dying saint as he bade fare-
well to a fellow-worker were: ‘“Nothing but the blood
1s of any value now.’”’ And all must come {o this! When
the call comes to us, if come it does.. to pass into the
presence of the Righteous One by the way of deatn
we shall then know, as we have never known Dbefore,
the meaning of the words we have so often sung since
first Jehovah-Jireh filled our vision.

‘‘Nothing in my band I bring,
Simply to Thy Cross I eling.’’
Thus Jehovab-Tsidkenu our death-song shall be.

This name, as we have indicated, has special refer-
ence to Judah, Israel and Jerusalem. Ifor centuries Je-
rusalem has been a ruin, Judah and Israel have been
exiled throughout the world; and this has been brought
about beecause of their rejection of Jechovah-Tsidkenu.
In wondrous grace e came to turn them to righteous-
ness, to teach them that the rightecousness they sought
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through ordinances and law keeping was alone to be
found in Him, but His grace was rejected. Being ig-
norant of God’s righteousness, and going about to esta-
blish a rightecousness of their own, they refused to
submit to the righteousness of God.

But, the Redeemer is yet to come to Zion and He
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. Their exile
will end, and their n'atheuno' will be accomplished. Then
shall

they boast no longer in their own righteousness.
but in Him Yho will be known to them as Jehovah-
Tsidkenu.

Thus will be fulfilled the words spoken so long ago:
““For Zion’s sake will T not hold My peace, and for
Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof
as a lamp that burneth. And the nations shall see thy
righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt
be called by a new name, which the mouth of Jehoval
shall namoe’’ Isaiah Ixii. 1-2. Probably the new name 1s
that of which Jeremiah xxxiii. 16 speaks: ‘‘In those
days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell
safely: and this is the name whereby she shall be
called, Jehovah-Tsidkenu.’’ The future name of the re-
stored city, Jerusalem, will thus be Jehovah-Tsidkenu.

Further, in Jeremiah xxiii, 6 we read: ‘‘In His days
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and
this 1s His name whereby Fe shall be called, Jehovah-
Tsidkenu.’’ This is the name of the Redeemer-King
who shall deal wisely, and execute judgment and jus-
tice in the land. So closely associated are Jehovah and
His people and their favoured land and city, that all
bear one name. Thus He will put His own beauty and
righteousness upon all, and will not be ashamed to be
called their God.

Given a man full of faith, you will have a man
tenacious in purpose; absorbed in one grand object,
simple in his molives, in whom sclfishness has been driven
oul by the power of a mightier love, and indolence slir-
red into unwecaried energy.—Alex . Muaelaren.
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THE TRUE VINE
John 15:6

‘““‘And men’’ (rather ‘‘they,’”’ impersonal; but, if
we inquire closely, the angels are the gatherers, Matt.
13) ‘‘gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they
are burned'’; or, better, ‘‘it burns’’,

Such is the end of the professor who is only as a
branch, That Jesus does not speak here of chastening
judgment, such as may Dbe indicated by the taking
away of verse second, must be obvious, when it is ob-
served that His language is just such as the Holy Spirit
has everywhere appropriated to deseribe the doom of the
finally lost, and whieh le especially employs in an-
nouncing the eternal punishment of those who, rejeeting
Christ in their hearts, yet use His name to grace their
religion. A few parallel passages will suffice to show
the eclass of persons on whom the judgment of the
text before us will be executed. ‘‘Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire’’ (Matt. 7:19). ‘“As therefore the tares
are gathered and Dburned in the fire, so shall it Dbe
in the end of the age. The Son of Man shall send
forth His angels, and they shall gather out of His
kingdom all things that offend, and them which do
iniquity, and shall cast {them into a furnace of fire:
there shall be wailing aud gnashing of teeth’’ (Matt.
13:40-42). The Lord of that servant shall come in a
day when he looketh not for IHim, and in an hour that
he 1s not aware of, and shall eut him asunder, and
appoint him His portion with the hypocrites: there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth’’ (Matlt. 24:50, 51).
““ And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark-
ness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth’’
(Matt. 25:30). ‘‘But that which Dbearelth thorns &nd
briars is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing, whose end
is to be burned’’ (Heb. 6:8).

All these passages deseribe the end of religious
men who are acling a parl as scrvanls of Christ; they
are ‘‘hypoeriles’’, not necessarily in Lhe modorn
sense ol (hat word—designing o deceive others, while
they know (hal they are not what they pretend lo be—
but, whether self-deceived or consciously false, Lhey are
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aclors for Christ. only before men, professed ‘‘servants’’
while they are really ‘‘unbelievers.’”’ The term, ‘‘un-
believers’’, is in Luke applied to those who in Matthew
are ecalled ‘‘hypocrites. (Compare Matt. 24:51 with
Luke 12:4G). The latter term signifies their assumption
of a character, the former t{crmu reveals the sceret
source of their wicked hypoerisy; it is unbelief. If
the language employed by our Lord to deseribe the final
doom of the evil trees, the hypocrites, and the unbeliev-
ing servants, is just such as He employs to deseribe
the end of the man who ‘‘abides not in Humn,’’ then
are we surely justified in the conclusion that the latter
belongs to that class in appearance a branch of the
True Vine, but, like the ‘‘evil tree,”’ which bears ‘‘evil
fruit,”’ one who shall not only be cast into the five, but
onc to whom the Lord will say, ‘‘I never knew you’’
(Matt. 7:23). And Dby that word He will reveal the
grand secret of the non-abiding and the barrenness of
all good fruit—the absence of vital union to Himself.
““The Lord knoweth them that are His’’; and those
whom He will disown in His day, it will be found,
were never on the ‘‘foundation,’’ never ‘‘branches in
Him.”” (Compare Matt. 7:21-27, 2 Tim. 2:19).

We return for a moment to the lerms of the text
respecting the doom of the man who abides not in
Christ. The passages cited in proof of tihe proper
application sufficiently exhibit the fearful echarvacter
of the punishment awaiting all who, while professedly
Christ’s, yet are not in Him; and they clearly cnable
us to identify the judgment pronounced in our text
with that ‘‘eternal punishment’’, the execulion of which
is so fearfully described in the Apocalypse; ‘‘But the
fearful, and wunbelieving, and the abominable, ond
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolators, and all liars, shall have their part in the
lake whieh burneth with fire and brimstone: which is
the second death’’ (Rev. 21:8). But this identificalion
with ibe ‘‘cternal punishment’’ is still more marked
by the words of Christ, ‘‘and it burmns.’”’ Ile who is
only ‘‘ag a Dbranch which was cast forth, and was
withered,”’ is not only ‘“burned’’; he ‘‘burns.’’ ‘This
terrible judgment is (hat ol ‘“Gcehenna,’ ““where their
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worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched’’; that
of the ‘‘torment,’”’ ‘‘the smoke of which ascendeth up
for ever and ever’’; for that is the appointed c¢nd of
the hypocrites called ‘‘dogs’’, as well as of ihe ‘‘un-
belie)ving.’ ' (Compare Rev. 21:8, 22:15 with 2 Peter
2:22).

Dear, reader, the verse we have been examining con-
tains fearful truth, but if it is weighed, as in Uod’s
sight, it will be found salutary truth; and espeeciaily in
this, that the reverent use of it is well suited to bring
home to all true Cbristians the reality of their standing
in Christ; while surely it were well that it should
rouse any who are only Christians in name, and who
are therefore resting in a refuge of lies, which God's
hail will speedily sweep away; surely well that such
should be warned, if peradventure they may now cast
away the lie which is in their right hand, and betake
themselves in reality to Him whom they now insult by
a false profession, but wbo, nevertheless casts out none
who come to Him.

It is probable that you who recad these pages are
all professors of Christianity; but let us ask cvery
reader, Are you a confessor of Christ, because you be-
lieve upon Him in your heart? You are ‘‘a member
of churech’’; but are you a member of Christ? You are
in the church; but are you ‘‘in Christ?’’ Is He your
Life, your Light, your DPeace, your Hope? You may
be very religious; but have you believed in the name
of the Son of God? Have you been washed in His
blood, and justified in His name? If you cannot answer
these questions in the affirmative, then it is very possible
that you are, with all your religion, one upon whom the
wrath of God abides—a Christless soul. It may, indeed,
bo with you, as with many in this day of confusion
as to the truth of God, that you are not able to answer
in the aflirmative, because you have carelessly followed
and received the loose doctrines of men, instead of
hearkening to the certain sound of God’s word. DBut
if you are a Christian, and have not assured yourself
of your standing in Christ, surely you cannot be content
with dubiefy. Turn to His Word, turn to HimselC.
IHear what IHe says, receive Ilis testimony; you shall



26 ARMOUR OF LIGHT

then know that you are in Him that is (rue; you shall
‘“abide’’ and Dbring forth fruit.

But if, reader, you are a Chbhristless professor, your
end as such must be Gehenna—a portion with hypoerites
and unbelievers. Yet now, if the Spirit has applied the
word to your heart and conscience, you need not despair,
There is no malignity of sin, no hardness of heart
toward Him, no extreme of insulting hypoerisy, which
can form a barrier in the way of His grace. If He
has revealed you before Him as a mere pretender to a
place in Him, and shown you at length how much you
need His cleansing blood, it is that He may apply it to
you in all its Dblessed efficacy, and freely forgive all
your mad rebellion and your base hypocrisy.

One word more. No Christian need be disturbed,
as to his standing in Christ, by such truth as we
bave found in the passage on which we have been
meditating, 1f only he observes that everything it
contains tends to show that the true test of a standing
in Christ is simple trust in Him, e are responsible to
abide in Him, and to have Him abide in us; and fruit of
our union to Him, and abiding in Him, is demanded;
but these are not designed to be, and can never
be, to ourselves the sure tests of our safety. Assurance
must ever be found in the reception of His word. He
saith, ‘‘He that believeth on Him hath everlasting
life,”’ and in this, His word, alone ean the soul find
true repose. This word of His has been taken up by
the Father, who tbrough the Spirit has borne witness;
und this "is His (lestimony, that ‘‘God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”” And these
things are written unto you, that ye may know that ye
have cternal life who believe on the name of the Son of
God. (1 John 5). —C. C.

(Concluded)

I must have four things in my life: T must have
a whole cross for my salvation, a whole Bible for my
staff, a whole Chureh for my fellowship, and a whole
world for my parish—Jolin Wesley.
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NOTES ON ROMANS
Chapter 9: 1-18

Up to this porlion we have the gospel as it applies
itself to Jew and Gentile alike, It meets sinners in
their need; and as to a eclaim, that has been forfeited
by the Jew. The Gentile never had any eclaim, ‘‘All
have sinned,’’ and all may be ‘‘justified freely by His
grace,’”’ 3: 23, 24. But the Jew had special promises,
given long Dbefore the law, and therefore not forfeited
by Dbreaches of that law. Had God forgotten His own
promise to Abraham? The answer to this question is
found in chapters nine to twelve.

The apostle begins by declaring his own econtinual
sorrow over the state of the Jew, vs. 1-4. Moses had
said ‘‘If Thou wilt forgive their sin—if not blot me
out of Thy hook.”” Ex. 32; 32. Paul went as far for
them. He says ‘‘T have wished, I myself, to be a curse
from the Christ,”’ ete. The same voice and mood are
used i Aets 27; 29. Therefore ‘‘I could wish’’ is not
a correct translation, and that of J. N. Darby, given
above, is far more accurate. Winer’s N. T. Grammar
also gives ‘‘I wished,’”’ 7th Edition, P. 283. There could
be no question then of his interest in the Jew. The
adoption the glory (i. e. Shekinah), the covenants, the
law, the service, and the promises were all theirs, v.
4, The fathers in the line of faith were of Israel; and,
most wonderful distinetion of all, Christ came of the
Jewish race, v. 5. The moment Christ is mentioned,
however, His glory is asserted. He is ‘‘over all God
blessed for ever.’’” It might also Dbe translated ‘‘Who
exists God over all.”’ See J. N. D’s footnote to the
verse.

The Word of God had worked among.them. Some had
been reached by it. ‘“They are not all Israel who are
of Isracl,’”” v. 6. Not-all the seed of Abraham ave ae-
knowledged. No Jew would admit that the sced of Ish-
mael were to be inecluded, nor the sons of Kefturah:
Yet all these were the seed of Abrabam. God in His
sovereignty sald ““in Jsane shall (hy seed be called.”’
The meaning of {his statement s explained in v, 8.
Seed produced by nalural power are all exeluded. Only
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Isnae, conceived when nature was dead, is acknowledged.,
Ile represents ‘“the children of the promise,’’ God acled
in divine power and Sarah bore Isaae, v. 9.

But the sovercignly of God went even farther than
this. Both Jacob and Esau were sons of Isaac and Re-
beeca, yet no Jew would allow that Esau had any claim
to the Dblessing. Nor would God, for before {he sons
of Rebecea were born it was said to her ‘‘The clder
shall serve the younger,’’ c¢. 12. It is distinctly stated
that this choice of Jacob and refusal of Esau was made
before either of them were born, or had done any
good or evil. The choiece was ‘‘that the purpose of God
accouhntr to election might stand,’’ v. 11. Verse 12 1is
quoted from Gen, 25; 23. Verse 13 is from Mal. 1; 2, 3,
when Esau’s character. had been fully manifested.

The history of the seed of Jacob was such that if
God was righteous merely, they must have all perished,
Ex. 32; 1-6. In fact God proposed to Moses to destroy
them and to build a nation from his seed, Ex. 32; 10.
Moses prayed for the rebellious people, and God O'rantcd
his request, v. 14. How then could God spare them,
when they had incurrved the death penalty? The answer
is found in His sovereignty, ‘‘I will have mercy on
whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion
on whom I will have ecompassion.’”’” Rom. 9; 15, is
quoted from Ex. 33; 19. In David’s case we have an-
other instance of God’s sovereignty in grace. David
had committed adultery and murder. For either of these
sins God had pronounced the death penally, yet when
David confessed his sin he got the blessed assurance,
““The Lord hath put away thy sin, thou shalt not die,”’
ITI Sam, 12; 13. Sce also Psalm 32; 1, 2, and Rom. 4;
6-8. God bad the cross before Him, and hence was
able to pass over sin, done aforetime, Rom. 3; 25
Grace is not deserved, therefore if God shows grace it
must be done in a sovereign manner. This right He
claims; who ean deny it to Him? Surely no reeipicnt
of His mercy ought 1o do so. The guilt of the Jews
had been enormously increased in PPaul’s day. They had
crucified the Lord, and had senl Stephen (o heaven as
an ambassador to say ‘‘We will not have this man to
reign over us,”’ Luke 10; 14; where ‘‘messago’’ should
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be {ranslated ‘‘embasage,’”’ i, ¢, a message by an am-

bassador. All claim had been forfeited by these erimes,
and if the Jew, was to be Dblessed, it must be on the
ground of soverreign grace, in other words, of eclection.

In v. 16 we have the inspired conclusion from the
foregoing quotations. ‘‘So then it is not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God tbhat
showeth merey.’’ Sinece mercy is to those who are sin-
ners, and without any eclaim, it must be a sover-
creien act of God. Verse 17 gocs further, for here we
have a man who did not receive merey, yet God’s sover-
eignly as to his case is asserted. God purposed to shew
His power and to make known His name through all
the carth. There are three statements as to Pharaoh
in this connection, (1) Pharaoh hardened his heart, Ix.
8; 15; (2) 32, (2) the Lord hardened the. heart of
Pharaol, 9; 12, and the simple historic statement t{hat
the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, 9; 25. It is to be
noted that when the judgment upon Pharaoh and his
land was lifted, he hardened his heart; that is it was
mercy that hardened it. However we must not lose
sight of the faet that God purposed to show His power
in judgment. This is the forece of V. 18.

—A. N. O’Brien.

NOT WHAT I ONCE WAS

John Newton, in his old age, when his sight had
become so dim as to be unable to read, on hearing
this seripture repeated, ‘‘By.the grace of God I am
what I am,’”” paused for some moments, and then
ultered this aflecting soliloquy, ‘‘I am not what I ought
fo be. Alh! Lhow imperfeet and deficient! I am not
what I wish to be. I abhor what is evil, and I cleave
to what is good. I am not what I hope to be. Soon,
soon, shall I put off, with mortality, all sin and
imperfection. Though I am not what I ought to Dbe,
what I wish fo be, yet I can truly say I am not what
I once was, a slave to sin and Satan; and I can
beartily join with the apostle, and acknowledge, ‘‘By
the grace of Qod I am what I am.”’
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

We might consider this month a question of our
Lord, 4‘What was it that ye disputed among yourselves
by the way?’' Mark. 9: 33.

Ans.—Our Lord had been telling them of His death
and resurrection, v, 31, but their hearts and thoughts
were elsewhere. No doubt that they shared the thoughts
of a wider ecirele ‘‘that the Kingdom of God should im-
mediately appear,’”’” Luke 19; 11. There was no room
in their scheme of things for His death. With carnal
thoughts of the kingdom, came carnal desires for the
first places. They were ashamed in His presence of
their controversy, for they held their peace when He
asked the subject of their disputations. Instinctively
they felt that ‘“who should Dbe the greatest’’ was a
controversy not only unworthy of His presence, but
unworthy of themselves.

How unworthy is selfseeking, when viewed in the
light of His presence! Yet how much of i1t is found in
our hearts! Zeal for His glory, or for His truth, may
be our clajim, when, if we only knew ourselves, it is
self that rules us. How ppreious is a little place to our
hearts! As preachers, or as Sunday School teachers, or
as guides, a little success, or a little praise, or a little
authority, turns our foolish heads, and we betray the
weakness and untrustworthiness of our poor hearts.

All this is ‘‘by the way,”’ for every Christian is
on a journey. We are on the way to heaven, where no
manifestation of pride will ever appear. They were on
the way to see Him crucified. He was on the way to
humble Himself to the death of the eross, and had told
them so; but nothing would remove from them their
petty ambitions, Are, not we pretty much like them?
Where i1s the man or woman whose serviee is not
largely spoiled by pride? How little have we learned
to ‘‘reckon ourseclves dead!’’ I'ew of us can stand more
than one good meceling, without needing a sel bacek fo
keep us from insullerable self impor{ance.

Nofe the gracious dealing of the Lord wilh {he dis-
ciples. Tliey did not answer 1llis question, but lle knew
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the ambitions of each, and He said ‘‘If any man de-
sirc to be first, the same shall be last of all, and serv-
ant of all.”’ Pride must be brought down. It was judged
in Satan, Isa. 14; 12-15; it cannot go unjudged in a
believer., ‘‘\Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased;
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted,’”’ Luke
14; 11. ‘“God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace
unto the humble,’’ Jas. 4; 6.

Not only did our blessed Lord state the case in its
true light, but He gave them a conerete example of
humility in the little child. A child has no selfimpor-
tance. If it is unnoticed it does not sulk. Its life is
objective, occupied with all that is around it. When
taken up into the arms of the Savior, this child did
not say it was worthy of such a position. \Worthiness
or unworthiness never entered its mind. It lay con-
fented on the Dbosom of the Redeemer. This is true
humility: A child is content to be nothing. It never
thinks of Dbeing anything, it is content to let its pro-
tector and Dbenefactor be everything. Contests about
who should be greatest are foreign to its whole con-
dition of Dbeing. So should it be with us.

—A. N. O’Brien.

SOME TITLES OF THE CHRIST

The Almighty.—Rev. i. 8.

The Alpha and Omega.—Rev. i. 8.

The Blessed and only Potentate—1 Tim. vi. 15.
The Day-Spring.—Luke 1. 78.

The Head of the Church.—Eph. v. 23.

The King of Saints.—Rev. xv. 3.

The Lord of Gloiy.—1 Cor. ii. 8.

Glory be to Him who loved us,
Washed us from cach spot and stain;
Glory Dbe to Him who hought us,
Made us kings with Him to reign.
Glory! glory!
To {he Lamb thalt onee was slain. . C. I
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STRENGTHEN THE THINGS THAT REMAIN
(Rev. 3; 2)

These ave the words of our Lord through His serv-
ant John to all saints everywhere. May we hear it and
answer to it for His name’s sake as we enter upon
19206,

Some of the things remaining:

(A) The assembiies everywhere. 1. A great need.

(B) Sunday School work. 2. A greater need.

(C) M. S. C.’s in U. S. and Canada.

(D) The work of the Gospel in the neglected parts of
the States and Canada.

(E) The work our brethren are doing in sending forth
““The Armour of Light,”” and the ‘“Voices of the
Vineyard,”’ and the ‘‘Canadian Work and \Work-
ers.”’

(F) The work of the Training School for Missionaries
carried on by our brother Mr. R. Hill

(G) The work going on here for the workers in the
field and the work that is taken care of in the
different fields by our Dbretbren and sisters who
have gone out from us, 3. A still greater need,

How these and many more ‘‘things remaining’’
should provoke us to carry out the above!

Let us then, brethren, waleh, pray and labor till
our Lord returns.

Geo. Rainey.

The faith to which the Scriplures atlach such mo-
mentous consequenees and aseribe such glorious exploils
is a practical habit, which, like every other, is strength-
ened and inereased by continual exercise.—Robt, Hall.

Christ twice passed the angels by. Ile sank [ar be-
low them in His humiliation; Ile rose [ar above thewm in

His exallalion.
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GOSPEL HALL FUND FOR NATAL, S. A.

It is with great tbankfulness to God that we an-
nounce that the larger of our neceds has been met, in
that sufficient funds have been supplied anonymously
for the ercetion of the building at Mansfield Mission
Station, There now remains the need for four Out-
station Hall-School buildings. These cost $350.00 cach
for materials, our Native brethren supplying their labor
for the crection of these buildings.

Sisters of Sturgis Assembly...... $ 10.00
Irving Park Assembly ........... . 34.00
A Brother ........ e 10.00
A Sister ........... et ee e 20.00
A Triend ........cc i, . 5.00
A Steward .........c.0iin.. .... 350.00
Oak Park ......ccvvvvivnn... ..... 50.00
Jovanston I'riend .......... ceee... 10.00
A Sister ...... e e 5.00
A Sister, Clayton........ e 2.00

The Trust Deed entitling us to aequire sites for our
Out-stations has received concurrence of both Houses
of Parliament, and certificates of occupation have been
granted to us. 1We hope to commence building on our
return to Natal.

Edwin S. Gibbs.

NOTICE

We are pleased to announce that we have on hand for
Tfebruary number an article entitled **Thoughts on the Lord’s
Supper” by our dearly heloved hrotber Mr. . C. Jennings.
Thir once will he followed Dby others on this most tender and
affecting theme, that no carnal hand should ever touch.

TFebruary unumber wlll also contain, in additlon to the
usunl exposltory prophetic and hortatory matter, the last Daper
by Mr. Edwiun IF. Glbbs on Zwululand, more particularly *‘“I'he
Zulu as the Mllisslonary s¢es IIim.”

We nlso have a very sweet message for IFebruary centitled
“Christ In You,” from (bhe pen of a new contributor, Mr. Tho-
mas WKelly, who ministered so graclously at Chleago Conference.

The pressure on our space this month bas been so great
that we liave been obliged to carry over untll next wmonth
a large amount of copy.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Editor “Armounr of Light”:—The Corresrpondence recently
regarding the Work of The Lord, “G. L. II."” and “One of
The Lord’'s IIandmaldens” is- very interesting. If we can dis-
cuss these questions wIth grace and impartlality, something
worth whlle must be the outcome. Allow me space to pres-
ent thilngs as they appear to me. after many years in the
Lord's work. Bro. G. I.. II. stresses the great contrast between
some preachers travelling long distances comfortably In the
Pullman, while other preachers are having a hard time In
needy places. The =sister who wrote recently puts a large
measure of responsibility on the sisters, who, as she sees it.
by their worldliness hinder the young men from *launching
out Into the deep.”

No one cause alone explains the présent apathy and in-
difference now so manifest toward the Lord’s Work. If one
thing is responsible doubtless, it -is the lack of deep spiritu-
ality. Spirituality does exist: but it is on the surface. ex-
hausting Itself in goingz through the routine of Christian du-
ties, but seldom regulating the llfe, or controlllng the pocket-
book! Superficiality does not exactly mean unreality, but leads
to it. The sense of the deep reality of divine things is dimin-
ishing in quantity and quality.

Blamlngz one another. or passing the buck” as the world
sheaks is as ancient as the Fall of Man., on which occasion
gxe 1}1:111 blamed the woman, while the woman Dblamed the

evil

To Dblame preachers Dbecause they travel eXxtensively is
hardly just. Our method of work calls for preachers travelling,
Why Dblame preachers for doing precisely what they are ex-
pected to do, viz travel? If preachers travelling here and
there Is wrong, why not substitute this for what is right!
What is right? If all are not agreed on what is right in
this why censure anyone? Until we can give constructive cri-
ticism, telling not only what Is wrong, but what is right we
will get nowhere in the Lord’'s Wolk. If preachers rewmain in
a piace they are criticized; and if they travel they are criti-
cised. Let the critics come across with a real solution of
(t]he problem Dbefore flinding fault! What Is the need of the
ay.

Would it not be wise to first of all pray and work to-
ward the end of seeing the mneeds of those now in the field
are met. before praylng for new lInbLorers? It seems so to me.

Thanking you, dear brotlher. for keceping this vital qnes-
tion Dbefore your readers.—‘Another Preacher.”

P, S.—It bhas Dbeen Dbrought before my notice that to-day
there is an Increnslng amounnt spent on sclf, chlefly in autfos,
that partly at least, was used formerly In tho Lord's Wark.
In some meetlngEzs cars are plentifnl. where a few years ago
they were scarce. So we must put down scelf-indulgence as
a contrlbutlng cause to present day apathy In divine things.

Dear DBrother:—I{ has been on my mind far some time to
write yon. [ get much help from time to tlme in reading
questlons and answers. 1 think them very helpful. esxpeclally
to young converts. who would feel n llttle backward, perbaps,
im asklng any brother for explanations.
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It I3 Dbeautiful to gee how all Scriptures were fulfilled
concerniug llim, Jdt gives us much couruge, and peace to our
souls, to know that all Scripture Is God-breathed, especlally
when we see the falling away so mnnifest. as was fqretold,
1 oftentimes wish that I had Dbeeu Dbetter educated, but when
I see so many of the professors of today casting aside the
luspired Word respecting the virgin Dbirth, His Deity and
resurrection, e¢te.,, I feel satisfied to be simple, and Just Dbe-
lieve wbbat God suays. When God saved me, the Holy Spirit
brought the assurance to my sounl, it Is so because God says so.
I thank God I was saved because God said “he that Deliev-
eth on the Son hath erverlasting life.” I took God at His
word, staking my whole soul on what God said. It brought
the confidence, jJjoy and peace ‘hich nothing In this world
could give. becnuse It eame from God. Tt has pleased God
to hide these things from the "wise and prudent and to re-
veal themr unto babes. May we ever keep at IIis feet, humble,
dependent upon Him, receiving grace from His bountiful hand.

Dear Brother Chase:—The readers of the Armour of Light
are to Dbe congratulated. You certainly have made it a very
valuable piecce of monthly ministry. May the Lord continue
You in the strength necessary.

Tbhbe work bhere, the classes I bhave, shows signs of Dbless-
ing, Increasing slowly in attendance and indications of more
fuily Dbeing established on the part of many who attend. Op-
position of course Dbut- much to thank God for. We would
vitlue your heip in prayers.—DB. B. Suteliffe.

BRIEF NOTES

Lady Agnes Anderson, widow of the Ilate Sir Robert An-
derson, died recently in London, IEngland. Her lusband was
known throughout c¢hristendom Dby his writings on Dbiblical
subjects, and like him she was deeply interested in Christian
worlk.

It was n happy thought presented to one of the meet-
Ing of the Chicago Conference to send Mr. Alex Marshall a
letter of greeting and sympathy in his illness. The large
audience rose to its feet to show its approval.

Someone sent an Armour to n prisoner and he wrltes:'
“] am happy in Jesus Christ my Dblessed Redeemer and Lord.'

Some meetings have been held in New York for prayer
aud remarks as to the Grant Brethren and O. B. and others
“owning" each other. It Is a consummation devoutly to De
wished. but we must not be too sanguine of results.

Mr. Bertramm would he glad to hear for nny Drother pur-
chasing his Gospel enr, the cear Is In spleudid condition hav-
Ing only been in use one scuson, it has cvery living conveni-
ence and cun be purchased for a Ilttle more than half price.
Write Mr. John C. Bertram, 212 Wyoming Ave.,, Audubon, New
Jersey.
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HOME TIDINGS

Chicngo, Austln.—Tom Kelly from Port Arthur, Cananda,
had three meetings In Austin Gospel Ilall and his minlstry way
very much appreclated.

Irving I’ark Gospel IInll.—Garnet and WIL Thomns hod
2 weeks meetings, Several professed couversion after which
they went to Laflln St. for n weeks meetings.

LEdwin GLlbDbs, Just back from Saskantchewan and Manltobn
speaks of the great nced of the Gospel fn those provinces.
[He says there are 1300 school dislricts wlthout & Gospel tew-
tlmonv of anv kind.

A\Wm. Dupning uas Dbeen moving around unmong the meet-
ings In the Chicago dlstrict, and expects to go to Savannah,
Ga., at the DLeg&inning of the year,

Robeort McMurdo In consequence of the serlous sickness of
Mrs. MecMurdo has Dbeen kept closely at home and will value
the prayers of Gods people very mnch,

Mr. T. DBaird’s new addlress js 131 Ilighland Ave., Jersey
City. N. T.

Detroit, Mich.—A good coufcrence at Elim Chapel on
November 14th and 15th. Mr. Ritts and T. Baird were present.
Mr. Arthur Smith of "Toronto had some children’s meetings
which were well attended, and results were recorded.

Mr. Wm. Tord’s ncew address is 0620 Lake Ave., FPueblo.
Colo. Will those interested please note.

The neiw address of the correspondent for the assembly
neeting on 4th Ave.. Flint, Mlchigan, Is D. 'Kirkealdy, 2007
Wolcoth St.. IFlint, Mich.

Mr. and Mrs. Rowland IIill ar¢ home on furlough from
India and may Dbe reached at 151 Ilighland Ave., Jersey City.
N. J.

This is my second week at this time in Lewistown, Mont.,
secking to be a help to the few gathered in his precious name,
have meetings In a DBrother's house with a fairly good hearing.

The T.ord lhas glven a llttle frult here lately. a young
woman that attended the meeting for v long time was saved
Jately, and the husband of one of the sisters in the meeting
was saved a few days ago.

Pray for this necedy district that th2 Lord of the ITarvest
would send forth laborers into his harvest.—Chas. IIoehler,
13ox 11, Lemmon. N. Dak,

Nowark monthly meeting, held on December 6th, lnrgely
attended. Mr. Rowland HIIl, who returned from Iudia on De-
cember 4th, spoke Impressively on Psm. 121 and 1. Baird
followed on some of the problems which comfort the mis-
slonary in India today. Visitors to Newark will be welcome
at the IIall, Corner of Chadwick and DBigelow Aves.

A Weleome IHome meeting waus glven to Mr. Wm., Rowland
1111l at the Church Iouse, Madison Sn.. N. Y.. on Monday. De-
cember Tth. A very large and enthusiastle audlence assembled
{o greeting the returned workers. Mr. T. DBaird and Rowland
1111l addressed the assemblage.

Rochester, N. Y.—Our beloved brother, Mr. Geo. Garratlt,
of IFFoxmead, Ontario, Can., councluded another two weeks of gos-
pel meetlngy lust Sunday evening, We are very glad to write that
through the ecarnest efforts of our denr brother, tha Lord has
added thirteen preclous souls to 1lls Chureh, It has been a re-
markuble evidence of the work earrled on thyu the power mud
in the power of the lloly Spirlt. We have been. out for preclous
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souly, und the Lord has given us .what we asked for. We
flrmiy bhelleve that even more have been saved, whom we khow
not, but our confidence {n IIlm glves us that assurance, ‘I'be
thirtcen who have confessed Christ openely, are going oun for
11lm. Ifurtherwwore, we arg praylog and looking for the Lord
to continue this graclous work, and add dally to the bhody of
Christ. We prav. that the deep fire nf revival may spread in
the assemblies of God's people, and that we may have the
passion for those who are lost, that the Lord IIimself so
mauifested.

Our great desire Is for a Country—yea, world-wide sweep-
ing revival. for the salvatiou of dying souls. To this end we
l)r:llly _tro IIlm, who Is, alone able.—I'ray with us.—J. W. DBram-
will, JTr.

Onkiand. Cal.—You will be jnferested to hear that our
conference Just ended was considered good one of the hest In
years, those ministering the word were C. Y. Iloss. James
IErskine. W. Iae. Johu Rankin. W. C. Arnold. T. Olson and
others Mr. C. W. Ross Is staying for two weeks meetlngs
which so far have been very much conjoyed.—7T. ITIlI.

Snlem Hall. Detrolt, Mich.—In fhe Iast week of September
our Dbeloved brother Mr. A. C. Dentley held n series of meet-
Ings for Christians, which were very bhelpful and greantly ap-
precinted. We are always pleased to have this faithful serv-
ant of the Lord visit us.

On November 25th Mr. A, Smith of Toronte visited us for
the tirst time. and remained with ng for ten days. Jle is a
singer, *violinlst and preacher. IIls meetings were mainly for
chitdren, but as dear Mr. J. G. McVicker used to say, “Where
lambs can fced, sheep won't starve.”” So his meetings were well
attended Dby ULoth children and mature saints. By pcrmlsslnu
of the superintendent of *“The Protestant Orphan’s Home.” J0
children from that Institution were with us. Mr. Smith’s bright
cheerful way of nresenting the gospel, wins him an atteutive
hearipng.—R. W. L.

722 E. Yamhill, Tortland, Ore.—1’'m now at Everett seeck-
Ing to follow u‘p the work here God has Dblessed the testimony
in a wonderful way for the past four or five Yyears. DBro.
Afnslie of Vauncouver, 13. C.. has also recently had 2 weeks
splendid meetings for the young, a number mature- Christinns
ara exercised as to their path In leaving human systems, so
Keeping coming to the Gospel ITall, so I find happy work go-
Ing in and ont amoug them while in Everett. ur brethren
Kane and IIarcus are much encouraged, seeing for \c'lrs it
was trying up hill work with Ilittle to encouruge—“ m. Ruae.

CANADIAN TIDINGS

Marangtha, Toronto Annual Thanksgiving Conference.—This
year’'s gatheriugs were the largest yet on record. Im spite of
the unfavourable weather on Saturday and Sunday the many
who c¢ame from far and unear were beyond all our anticlpativns.,
The happy splrit of love and fellowship dispinyed by all
through the week-end will not soon be forgot. The practleal
and edifying ministry from our brethreu I'. Raird, G. DBenner.
A. G. Dentley, R. DBrooks, Wm. Illl, C. Innes, 1I. Kane, and
(. Thomas was nppreclntcd by everyone. Our sisters Miss 1%
Youug. who has laboured 43 years in the Solomon Islands nml
Misgs M. Akers of China at 2 meetings for sisters told of the
érlurx}ml)(llm of the gospel In these strongholds of Satan.—Jobn
. a

Springbrook, Ont.—Our Bro. John TNea was with us for
cleven nights. We appreciated bls visit very much. T'he belelv-
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ers were helped and refreshed, the word wuas with freshness
and power. The munlfestation of the llnly spirit was seen In
the sulvatlon of two precious souls and others we Dbelieve were
eserclsed.—Jas. Gibsou,

Edmonton, Albertn.—The Thanksglving Conference at this
place has truly been an occaslon for Thanksgiving, much prayer
had gone up to God on Dbehalf of It. The spirit of the youncg
westerner was exemplified in a young woman who did not be
daunted in her ambition to get to the conference, so when
reaching the river found that the extreme low temperature had
completely frozen over the rlver and prevented operition ol
{be Ferry, she ot two Dlanks, slid one then the other sien
by step across the river, tfinally reaching the railroad station
none the worse. DBro. Stephenson, Morton and Gibson shared In
the ministry—the Dbulk of it falling upon Wllson and ae.
Suuday evening the Lord was manifestly present in power and
several young people professed faith in Christ, so the prayers
of IIls pecople have turped to praise and tbanksgivings in
reality.—Jas. N. Gibson.

A letter from Mr. Sam. Pue., 1040 7th St.. Brandon, Muani-
toba says: “I will be very pleased to meet any of the Lond's
gervants who may Dbe passing this way.

Bro. A. XR. Stephenson, of 11210 SOth St. Edmonton. Al-
berta, writes as follows:—Mrs. Steplhenson and I had a four
weeks trip by auto car, calling on some Christians who llve
iu out of the way parts. It was somewhat of a hard trip, but
soul refreshing to have a read and' H)m,\'cr with someeof these
lonely ones of the Lord’s dear people. We called in all upon
seven places where a testimony is upheld, and in some ff-
tecen homes of those whao do not wet out to meetling much,
and some not any at all. I hope D. V. to get a car fitted
up to do more of this work. The old one that I bhave is a
poor thing, as it takes so much time to keep it in shape
for the road.

The Young PYeople of the Saskatoon Assembly, numbering
forty, met together during November for the pnrpose of form-
Ing themselves into a M. S. C. Thls was with the happy fel-
lowship of the eclder Dbrethren of the assembly, who wish to
give the young pecople the right encourgement.

Mr. George Iinches who is at present holdlng meetlng in
Saskaton) and Edwin S. Gibbs, were present, and were asked
to address the meetlng. Mr. DPinches gave a very practleal
word of exhortation from Phil. 2: 12Z-16. *“Work ont your own
Salvatlon.” Mr. Gibbs gave a word as to the actual running
of the M. S. C. IIe told about the methods of the Chicago
a‘r] S. C. and suggested they pattern themselves after thils

ass.

Mr. Jarshall Shepperd has Dbeen chosen as Jeader, and
there Is a good spirlt of fellowship aud desire, on the part
of the young people. to make this Saskatoon M. S. C. what
ltl ouglhl; to be, iI. e, A Spirltual force for good at home and
abroad.

May the Lord Dbless and encourage the Saskatoon M. S. C.

“The Lord Dblessed the ceflfort In Estevan, Sask., 1 was
there three weeks. [ spoke to the children only the first week.
and cider people the two followlng weeks. Iflve professed con-
verdglon for which we bdralse God. One, a yonng marrled wo-
man, another was the daughter of Chrlstlan parents and had
attended meetings all her life, but was careless and heedless.
She did not sea the llght untll ten o’cloek at nlght, and settled
the questlon then and there,

At Oxbow., Sask.. n young girl got saved durlng the Dbreank-
ing of Dbread meeting, She was @ chlld of Christlan  parents
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and was sitting at the back of the IIall, watching for Lhem.
But (he Lord exercised her then and there, and she turneq
to Js 0:24 and found peace. At the gospel meeting, (hat
sume evening three other Ilittle folks desired to Dbe
siived. I was very glad to show them the way, for I my-
self was saved when nine years old.

Thus the Lord is encouraging and Dblessing here. I'ray
for us.”—Nell I'raser.

Maranatha Hall, Toronto.—)Mr. Alfred Mace had a week’s
special meetings with us, the meectings grew in numbers s
they went on and the ministry was most helpful and practieal.
Mrv. Wm. Hill, Mr. George Benner and Mr. Geo. Rainey have
recently given lhelp blere with acceptance.—John S. Reld.

MISSIONARY TIDINGS

Angola, P. W. A.. July 13th 1925.—The J.ord continues
1Iis Dblessing on the work bhere. This past week we had five
converslous and two others are asking for baptism. T'his will
bring the number up to cight who have Dbeen baptised this
year.—Jean Dodaly.

Chavuma, N. Rhodesia.—Quite a number of our day-
scholars are now able to read God’'s word for themselves, but
they only have the Gospels, Acts and a few of the Ipisties
in print. Mr. Mowat has now finished translating Romans so
we lhope to et that in the hands of the pecople shortly. \When
hearing my class read (I bhave the advanced: class) 1 always
ask them to te!ll me what they have read and thus I get a
good opportunity of teaching them God’'s Word., apart from
the regular mectings. The Chiefess of this district, “Cha-
vuma’ by name, has attended the meetings regularly ever
since she came, and has brought lher people with her. A few
Sundays ago she confessed Christ, and as bher confession +ill
cost lher something, we would value Yyour prayers for bher
that she will give the Lord Jesus Christ filrst piace in her
heart, in spite of opposition.—AIrs. Mowat.

Chokwe Land, Central Africn.—We should Dbe ungrateful
indeed if we did not send a few lines of appreciation for the
kind help rendered us by the Sisters in Chicago and other
centres for the very useful parcels sent to us, for ourselves
and our children and for the natlves.

Friends have little idea how much time and money are
suved by these apropriate gifts and the delight they give to
the yYoung folks who never sce a *‘store” nor have the childish
illensures whiehh children in civilised lands are accustomed to,
vative garments are always uscful.

Our feeble service for tha T,ord in this land is we be-
lieve, Dbearing some fruit but we should all like to sce more
results and ]greater crops. It bas Deeul a joy to lhear—on re-
cent Lords ay the long—sllent voices of Dbacksliders return-
ing to the Lord. These have risecn up at the close of the
meeting, together with some confessing Christ for the first
time, and have publicly confessed thelr sin and their sorrow
for it. Ten converts were baptised Jast month,

The poverty and wretched soclal condltlons of (hese peo-
ple do not improve with ‘“advancing clvilisation.”” lxceptL fov
thhose on the station whom we try to find work for, there ace
few natives who wear cloth—they have to he content wlith
the skins or part of the skins of the *“Kayl"—a smuall forest
Auntllope whleh fortunately abounds In these parts, Between
lhe haurvest many half-starve.

Our dear fellow workers, Mr. and Ars, Olford and famlly
nnd Miss MacRne are all well and hard at work.
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In n lnnd where vegetables, milk ete, for our famllles can-
not be purchased nor can carpenters and bullders he hired,
we all [find it difflenlt to keep pace with the ever Inc¢reasing
needs of the natlve nssemblles whose needs In schooling, in
lternture, medleal treatment as well as the decper Intimate
spiritual needs we must, for Ilis sanke, scek to 1eet, as well
as our own necessltles.

At Boma, Dbrethren Aston and Martland and Mrs. Smith
report steady progress while Mr. and Mrs. MceJannet and Miss
llowell are *“holding the Ifort” at DBenlah.—'The McLarens alone
nt Chuimbe.

We greatly desivre the prayers of the Lords children, many
of whom we had tlie joy of meeting while on “furlough,” that
we ma)y be able to consciously labour in fellowship with IIlm-
self—tuking ITIIS YOKIZ and_ learning of HIM.—Yours in Iis
L.ove.—Leonard and Lillian Gammon.

Iortuguese West Afriea, October Sth, 1923.—1It is our joy
to record the faitufulness of God to us as we seek to labonr
for im amongst this dark Chokwe tribe. God is faithful,
:m;l lwe thank Him for all the manifestations of His wonder-
ful love.

During the past monlhs we have Dbeen Dbuilding a new
hall about two bhours’ walk from this mission -station. It is
built of large sun-dried Dbricks, and thatched with grass. Some
of the work has Dbeen done freely, but most of the waterv
carriers and others have been paid with salt and fish, and a
few have received cloth. There are quite a nnmber of villages
in the district. and the headman- of the village nearest the
halt is in fellowslip, also threce of his men. Others have made
a profession. The building is not finished, but we have had
meetings in it. 'wo weeks agZo. on ,the Lord’s day morning,
we had a Gospel meeting in the new hall, and three con-
fessed faith in Christ. We shall value prayer for this work,
that the Gospel may Dbe faithfully preached, and that in all
things God may Dbe glorified.

Quite a number have recently made a confession of faith,
but their knowledge of eternal things is usually very limited.
Wiltehraft abonnds. and the evil inflnences of the old men
troubles t(he Young converts, We seek your earnest prayers
for them, and also for us as we seek to minister God’'s Word
to them. \We long to sce more of the work of the 1Ioly Spirlt.

I'ray for the school work. We have to teach the I’ortuguese
language. This is difficult for scholars and teachers, but we
are glad to see some of Lhe yYoung lads mitking progress.

We shall value prayer for our own children that they be
kept from the heathen evil influences, and early Dbrought to
a definite knowledge of the Lord .TJesus.

Remember the translation work that we may realize
God’s lbelp as we geek to place portlons of His Holy Word
into the huands of these natives, that they may read i'n their
own tLongue.

Last Lord’s day the Gospel was preached by a lad who
was one of the first to be baptized on this station. The mes-
suge was wilth power, and some w.o heard made known their
deslre to follow Christ. Iraise God for the power of the
(iospel of Cbhrlst. Jesus saves, Ilallelujah!

The lovely parcel sent by youn on April 22nd has arrived
safely. We are Indeed grateful for the many useful articles.
I'he parcel hag tuken a lJong tlme to reacli here, but we are
plud to report that everythlng Is In good conditlon. I'ralse
God for ITls watchful cave. Kindly convey onr hearty thanks
to thoke who contributed to the parcel. Thank «od for 111N
love, and the proctlieal fellowship of 118 chlldren.—Itped Olford,
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MORNING

O God, we turn our faces

To Thee our Father Friend;
Just as the flowers in nature
Their heads all sunward bend.
In each returning morning

All nature seeks the sun;

So we would hold communion
With Thee through Thy dear Son.

NOON

O God, we seek Thy shadow

At every noon-tide hour;

The sun then beats so fiercely
With all its killing power.

Thou hast a place at noon-time
Where Thy parched flock may rest;
And so we seek the shadow

And shelter of Thy breast.

EVENING

O God, we creep around Thee

As evening shadows fall;

We need Thy kind protection
Beneath night’s darkening pall.

As birds perch on tree branches,
And trust Thee them to keep;

So we would creep beneath Thee,
And trust Thee while wo sleep.

T. Baird.
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WHAT DOTH HINDER THEE?

What hinders you, anxious and weary one—what
hinders you to be Christ’s? Nothing, as far as Christ
is concerned, He came to seek and save that which is
lost. He ealls you: His offers of pardon and peace are
full and free, kind and urgent, tender and loving;
His work is finished; His redemption perfect. What
doth hinder thee? Nothing, as far as you are concerned.
Is it your ignorance? If you know yourself to be
a sinner, and Christ to be a Savior, your knowledge
is sufficient. Is it your sin? ‘‘Christ died for the
ungodly’’; He calls sinners to repentance. Is it your
past ingratitude and contempt of His offered mercy?
Though your sins be as searlet, they shall be as while
as snow. Is it your want of repentance? He is exalted
a Prinece and a Savior to give repeniance and remission
of sims.

WHAT DOTH HINDER?
—Adolph Sapbhir.
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