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mind a definite avenue of service which 
they were to go and complete under His 
direction. That particular work was the 
common New Testament approach of 
preaching the Gospel, planting as­
semblies, and then briefly revisiting 
these assemblies. This the brethren did 
and reported back to their home base. 

This contrasts with today, when 
young people are convinced that they 
should go into full time work almost as 
a career decision, and then look for 
some work with which to occupy 
themselves. This full time work comes 
in many varieties ranging from home­
making, community social projects, 
pastorships, through to those spending 
varying times on evangelism and 
church planting. Most certainly there 
is a legitimate place for good works, 
and if necessary financed through the 
assemblies, but we should take care not 
to drift too far from the original 
emphasis. 

3. Commended by the Assembly
Although the primary calling is of

God, the assembly (and not a missionary 
organisation) has a very important 
place in having the responsibility of 
commending the brethren. The very 
fact that they .. fasted and prayed", 
despite the clear guidance, shows 
something of the weight of this 
responsibility. The assembly had to be 
convinced; both that they were suited 
to the work, and that they were called 
of God for the work. In the laying on of 
hands they were signifying full identifi­
cation with them. This commendation 
gave them the responsibilities of fellow­
ship in every aspect of the work until it 
was finished. 

This is a very serious matter, and 
where there is doubt it is more loving 
not to commend untiJ all is resolved. 

4. Committed to the Assembly
This commitment of the assembly to

the missionary has its counterpart in 
the reciprocal commitment of the 
worker to the assembly. It is not that 
the missionary is the servant of the 
assembly, they are all fellowservants of 
God. Nevertheless the worker is 
committed to continuing mutual 
fellowship with the commending 
assembly. This commitment remains 
despite any longterm associations with 
established assemblies in the foreign 
land, although their rights and authority 
must also be acknowledged. 

Part of this commitment is the duty 
of regularly informing the commending 
assembly with regards to the progress 
of the work. Indeed the supporting 
assemblies have the responsibility of 
stewardship over the money given, and 
of their own testimony in foreign fields. 
This necessitates regular written reports 
and extensive reports at the end of each 
period of service. These must be 
viewed seriously and critically assessd, 
in order to ascertain that the worker is 
maintaining acceptable assembly doc­
trine, practically living a lifestyle 
appropriate to the region, and in 
general doing reasonable quantities of 
work. Also that where there are local 
assemblies that they too remain content 
with the Lord's servants in their midst. 
These things should neither be taken 
lightly nor left to the Judgment Seat. 

The work of the Lord still requires 
brethren of stature and devotion as 
exemplified by these early saints. May 
each and every one of us make certain 
that we are walking in obedience to 
God's will for our lives ... Knowing that 
whatsoever good thing any man docth, 
the same shall he receive of the Lord" 
(Eph 6:8). 
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John Mark-bk failure and his recovery 

In recording brief notices of the lives of 
His servants in His Word, God had our 
good in view. Each life has its lessons 
for us, of profit and blessing. The first 
time we meet the name of John Mark 
in the Word, is in Acts 12: 12, where we 
find his mother's house as the place 
"where many were gathered together 
praying". The mention of his mother's 
house in this connection, is suggestive. 
We are not surprised at God honouring 
her by calling her son into His blessed 
service. Would to God that there were 
many mothers who were so distinguished 
in these days! 

We might first glance at his name. 
Scripture names have their own signifi­
cance .. John means ••The gift, or grace 
of God". It may remind us how all was 
of grace. Grace reached him as a lost 
sinner, and saved him, and it was grace 
that gave him the honour of serving the 
Lord Jesus. Mark means "polite". "Be 
courteous" ( I Pet 3:8), is an injunction 
which applies to every child of God. 
How important that it should be 
heeded by all who would serve the 
Lord, either in His Gospel or among 
His people. Such should ever be 
faithful, but never rude. In 2 Tim 2:24-
25 we read, .. The servant of the Lord 
must not strive, but be gentle to all 

men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness 
instructing those that oppose them­
selves". In the words "gentle, patient, 
meek" we are reminded of the graces 
seen in God's perfect Servant, our 
Lord Jesus. There is a true heavenly 
polish, found in many who never 
moved in polite society, and which 
could never be acquired there. It can 
only be acquired by walking with God. 

In Acts 12:25 we see John Mark 
starting out, as it were, on his trial trip. 
Barnabas and Saul take him with 
them. What a mercy it would be for 
many a young man who goes forth in 
the Lord's work, ifhe had the fellowship 
and counsel of experienced and godly 
men for a time, instead of being alone, 
or, what is worse, with one who lacks 
the true evangelist's spirit, has no 
ambition to break up new ground, and 
is without confidence in God, for the 
supply of his temporal need in places 
where there is no assembly of believers. 

The second notice we get of John 
Mark is in ,ch. I 3:5, where Barnabas 
and Saul ••bad also John to their 
minister". The word "minister" here 
means ••an under-rower", one who 
assists, and indicates a position like 
that of Elisha in 2 Kin� 3: 11, who 
"poured water on the hands of Elijah•�. 
Thus John Mark had a lowly service, 
not calculated to puff him up. It is 
good to have grace to fill such a sphere. 
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Ch. I 3: 13 gives us his breakdown, 
which was the cause of a very sorrowful 
happening. "John departing from them, 
returned to Jerusalem". One can easily 
conjecture what was the matter. The 
halo that in his view surrounded the 
path of the servant of God may have 
gone. He has now had some experience 
of the "afflictions of the Gospel", as he 
moved about with those who had "no 
certain dwelling place", often doubtless 
wearied, hungry, homeless. It is little 
wonder that he yielded to the temptation 
to return to a comfortable home. He 
may have f cit a measure of disappoint­
ment in not having a more prominent 
place in the work of the Lord. But 
whatever the cause, the "root" of the 
matter was evidently in John Mark 
himself, as we shortly learn, when Paul 
and Barnabas are about to start out on 
another trip. 

In ch.15:37-39 we read: .. Barnabas 
determined to take with them John, 
whose surname was Mark. But Paul 
thought not good to take him with 
them, who departed from them, from 
Pamphylia, and went not with them to 
the work. And the contention was so 
sharp between them, that they departed 
asunder from one another". No doubt 
they both regretted such an issue in 
after days. It was the failure of good 
men in a matter of personal judgment. 

The word "'determined" is too severe, 
and puts Barnabas, we think, in an 
unfair light. It is rendered .. proposed", 
and Dr Young gives the meaning of it 
as .. to take counsel". But Paul, who 
was so real and whole-hearted himself, 
thought that one who appeared to 
shirk the work, would only be a 
hindrance to them, and was as strong 
in opposing John Mark's going with 
them, as Barnabas was to have him. 

Possibly Barnabas, becawc of his 
relationship to John Mark, may have 
wanted to give him another chance, or 
had he seen some exercise of heart on 
his part, that Paul had not known, and 
so was more ready to help him back 
into the path of service? In any case, 
Paul, and Silas his new co-worker, are 
recommended by the brethren to the 
grace of God, while Barnabas and 
Mark go to Cyprus. 

What an amount of sorrow God's 
people might have been spared, had 
they always acted as Christians and 
assemblies did in the days of Acts 15. 
Sides were not taken. It was not con­
sidered necessary to decide which of the 
two they were to have fellowship with, 
and refuse the other. It was not a matter 
in which they were called to act at all. If 
they had, it would probably have made 
a permanent breach. As it was, the 
trouble was soon healed. We gather 
from I Cor 9:6, which was written 
seven years later, that these two 
servants of Christ are once more 
working together as yoke-fellows. What 
about the one who was the cause of the 
temporary break in their fellowship? 

Paul, .in writing to the Colossians 
(ch.4: 10), says, "Marcus, sister"s son to 
Barnabas, touching whom ye received 
commandments, if he come unto you 
receive him". Some twelve years had 
passed since the trouble between Paul 
and Barnabas, his uncle, over him. He 
has in the meantime commended 
himself. When Paul wrote to Philemon 
from Rome, one of those who join in 
the salutation is Marcus (v.24). Surely 
this speaks volumes. The mnn who ran 
away. is now in the thick of the fight. 
Who would have thought it'? Of him it 
is surely true ... Out of weakness. mndc 
strong" . 



\Vhcn we come to Paul's last epistle 
(2 Tim 4: l I) we rend: .. Take Mark und 
bring him with thee, for his is profitable 
unto me for the ministry", Mark hns 
made real progress. He has rolled away 
his reproach. Paul has learned his 
worth, and now the aged warrior 
misses him, while he has been away 
from Rome. It is beautiful to mark the 
grace of God as here manifested in 
Paul. Although he had formed a 
decided judgment about John Mark, 
he will not always stick to it, regardless 
of what changes might take place in 
him and his ways. Yet often this has 
been the case among those who seek to 
serve a common Master! Paul's sympa-

thetic references to both Barnabas and 
John Mark tell, how thoroughly the 
past had been forgotten. 

One thing more about John Mark. 
When God is giving us, as one of His 
Four Gospels, one whose special 
subject is to present the Perfect Servant, 
the only One who never failed, to 
whom does He give this great honour? 
Of all those whom He might use, He 
chooses John Mark. Beautiful grace! 
The servant who had failed but was 
restored, is used by the Father to write 
the wonderful record of the servant 
who never turned back, but who 
always did those things which were 
pleasing in His sight. 
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How It Began 

Drumacanver, Co. Armagh 

The assembly at Drumacanver is 
situated near Middletown, about two 
miles from the Irish border. It was 
commenced as a result of meetings 
held in the district by the late John 
Trew Dickson, who was commended 
to the work of. the Lord in 1904 (see 
Sowers, Reapers, Builders, compiled 
by J.G. Hutchinson). He came to the 
Drumacanver district in the Spring of 
1905, and began gospel meetings in 
Lisglynn House, the home of Mr and 
Mrs Dodds. The house was crowded 
nightly and the mighty hand of God 
was seen in the salvation of many 
precious souls. 

Brother Dickson never forgot those 
early days, and over sixty years on 
reminisced on them in a letter to 
brother Gordon Flannigan, which we 
have permission to print: 

.. We have thought much about your 
new hall. I like the layout of it very 
much, and we trust it may be a place 
where it may please the Lord to save 
many precious souls and give blessing 
to His own. 

"I stil.l recall with pleasure that 
Lord's day morning in 1905 when forty 
two of us gathered for the first time as 
an assembly in Lisglynn House to 
remember the Lord-a very memorable 
meeting. Happiness and joy marked 
the gathering; old and young greatly 
rejoiced. 

.. I had just concluded thirteen weeks' 
gospel meetings in the same building 
(the place was crowded nightly) and 
had also baptised twenty converts; 
others folJowed later. Isaac McMullan, 

only fourteen years old, was newly 
saved and among those baptised. 
Years later God used our dear brother 
mightily in the Maritime Provinces of 
Canada for thirty years. 

"Isaac's father was present that 
morning and became a leading brother 
in the new assembly. A few brethren 
and sisters from that vicinity, who were 
in the Keady assembly for years, 
decided to help the new assembly in 
Lisglynn. Among them were: Mr and 
Mrs John Harrison; Mr and Mrs 
Thomas Hughes and their two 
daughters; Mr W.J. Glasgow, who had 
stood by the gospel work-as did 
others; also his sisters Emma. Later on 
Mr Glasgow and Miss E. Hughes were 
married and were a real help in the 
assembly until they left for New Jersey, 
USA. Also present were Mr Joseph 
Marshall and his first wife, the two 
Misses Dodds and Miss McMullan. 
These all took a hearty interest in the 
assembly. The others making up the 
forty two were some backsliders who 
had been restored to the Lord during 
the meetings and also the converts who 
had been baptised. 

"The morning meeting that I ref er to 
in this letter as the first, lasted two 
hours, and then all went out to the 
lawn and sang hymns for half an hour 
longer. 

"Brethren from the Keady assembly 
gave real help in Lisglynn, later 
Drumacanver. Some of them were: Mr 
Samuel Tughan; Mr William McBride: 
Mr Joseph Blackstock; Mr Thomas 
Erskine; and Mr Charles McCabe . 

From the first meeting pince in 
Lisglynn House the assembly moved 
to a stone built building hnlf a mile 
awny, with stables underneath for the 



horses� stables not car parks were 
needed in those days. Later a new 
wooden hall was erected on ground 
freely given by the late Bobby Jenkinson, 
who was a valued brother in the 
assembly. The new hall (with car 
park!), to which our brother refers in 
his letter, was built in 1967 and is on the 
same site. It seats about one hundred 
and twenty and was built mostly by the 
assembly members with a little outside 
help. 

To see the assembly planted, John 
Dickson worked hard, labouring both 
in the gospel and with his hands. He 
was a carpenter to trade and made all 
the seats for the hall (they were wood 
throughout) and the table used at the 
remembrance. The table and one of the 
seats are in use to the present. 

While details of dates and times may 
be lacking concerning the labours of 
other respected servants of the Lord 
who later worked the district, their 
names live on. Robert Curran and Mr 

David the Beloved 

by J.E. Todd 

MICHAL 

"Michal Saul's daughter loved David" 
( l Sam 18:20). Michal was willing to
risk all in her love for David, the wrath
of her father, even possible death.
"Michal David's wife told him, saying,
If thou save not thy life to night, to
morrow thou shalt be slain. So Michal

Bunting had meetings when the latter 
was in his early twenties (about 1924); 
Mr John Norris, now of Canada, had a 
fruitful series thirty five years ago when 
ten professed faith in ChrisL Most of 
these remain, some in other assemblies 
at home and abroad. Who shall tell of 
the labours of Robert Love, Mr 
Wright, Robert Hawthorn, W.J. 
McLure, Mr Moneypenny, Richard 
Hall, John Finegan, Dr Matthews, 
Hawthorne Baillie, J.K. Duff, Mr 
AlJen and a host of others? 

In more recent years servants who 
continue with .us have had similarly 
fruitful and memorable series. Local 
men too from neighbouring assemblies 
have given real help in the preaching of 
the gospel. Interest is good; we usually 
have between forty and fifty at the 
gospel meeting. Today there are about 
twenty brethren and sisters in f ellowship. 
We continue prayerfully and carefully 
by the grace of God, looking to the 
Lord Jesus alone to continue to bless 
the labours of His servants. 

let David down through a window: 
and he went, and fled, and escaped" 
( 19: 11-12). Are we willing to suffer 
even mild reproach for the sake of the 
Lord we profess to love? Christians 
have even been known to leave an 
•assembly' for a 'church' because it is
more socially acceptable! But the
actions of love must be to the satisfaction



of the beloved not just the lover. 
Michal, out of her love nnd concern for 
David nnd his position as king, criticised 
what she considercd to be his unsuitable 
behaviour (2 Som 6: 16 and 20). But 
David was deeply offended (vv.21-23). 
We must express our love in actions 
which please the Lord, not that please 
ourselves. "If a man love me, he will 
keep MY words" (John 14:23). 

THE SOLDIERS OF DA YID 
David the outlaw was joined in his 

exile by the dregs of Israelite society ( I 
Sam 22: 1-2). But because David was 
willing to receive them, they loved him. 
They expressed their respect for him by 
submitting unquestioningly to his disci­
pline. So they became an efficient 
military force, going from victory to 
victory under his leadership. We often 
voice our love for the Lord because He 
received us despite our sin and failure. 
But do we express our love and respect 
by submitting to the discipline of His 
teaching, thus becoming efficient and 
effective Christians in our personal and 
assembly life? 

ABIGAIL 
Abigail's love for David was shown 

in her willingness to respond to his 
proposal of marriage," Abigail hasted, 
and arose, and rode upon an ass ... she 
went after the messengers of David and 
became his wife" (1 Sam 25:42). 
Marriage is viewed in Scripture as a 
permanent union. The believer's union 
with the Lord Jesus Christ is shown to 
be permanent by the use of the simile of 
marriage in Scripture. "I betrothed you 
to Christ to present you as a pure bride 
to her one husband . .. a sincere and 
pure devotion to Christ" (2 Cor 11 :2-3, 
RSV). Do we want our union with 
Christ to result in permanent devotion 
to Him? Not violent oscillntions between 
�alley' and 'mountain-top' experiences 

but n steady, consistent and pcrsutent 
walking with the Lord is the haJlmark 
of true devotion to Him. 

MEPHJBOSHETH 
Mephibosheth, Saul's last surviving 

heir, had nothing. He had no hope of 
the throne of his grandfather, he was 
without property and be was a cripple. 
He described himself as "a dead dog"(2 
Sam 9:8). But David, for Jonathan's 
sake, gave Mephibosheth everything. 
He restored to him his inheritance of 
property and a place at the royal table 
(9: 1-13). We have nothing before God, 
but He, for Christ's sake, has given us 
all things, "Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ" 
(Eph 1:3). 

Mephibosheth revealed his love for 
David by giving him practical help 
when the successful revolution of 
Absalom forced David to flee from 
Jerusalem. Mephibosheth sent two 
asses' loads of food for David and his 
retinue. Even though he did not receive 
credit for his loyalty because of the lies 
of Ziba, his servant (compare 16:3-4 
with 19:26-28). But M-ephibosheth was 
unconcerned about lack of personal 
credit or recovery of his property from 
Ziba, his only concern was for the 
welfare of David. "Mephibosheth said 
unto the king, Y ca, let him take all. 
f orasmuch as my lord the king is come 
again in peace unto his own housew

( 19:30). Is the sole motive for our 
Christian service love for the honour of 
our Lord and the welfare of his people? 
Do we continue faithfully in His 
service even when we receive no credit 
at all, but even criticism for what we do 
for Him and them? 

To be rontinuttl. 



Question� 
All queshons should be 1ent to 1he Edi1or, Believer's 
Magazine, Olhce. 40 Beantburn, Kilmarnock, and should 
have the name and addresa ol sender Consideration of 
space may preven1 the pubhcallon ol answer• 

QUESTION 

What is the meaning of the expression 'the 
world to come' in Hebrews 2:5? 

ANSWER 

A feature of the Epistle to the Hebrews is that 
the general text is interrupted by a series of 
par.entheses which are in the form of 
warnings to the readers. The first of these is 
in the first four verses of ch.2. Thus a 
connection between the end of ch.1 and v.5 
of ch.2 can be discerned if the warning 
parenthesis is disregarded. Chapter 1 
concludes by speaking of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at the right hand of God, and the 
contrast of angels to him in that exalted 
position. They are described as ministering 
spirits, not in a place of rule or,dominion but 
rather serving those 'who shall be' heirs of 
salvation. Angelic ministry in scripture always 
seems to be linked to the nation of Israel and, 
whilst we saints of this dispensation are the 
present possessors of salvation, the subjects 
of v.14 are said to be heirs of this great 
blessing, thus pointing on to a future age. 

In ch.2:5 it is clearly stated that the "Age" 
(A.V. world) to come will not be under the 
control of any angelic being. however mighty. 
This age, in the judgment of the present 
writer, is the millennial period, and we are 
encouraged to note that our blessed Lord will 
then be in full control. The term "Son of 
Man" is introduced to the context and this 
title links our Lord to the earth and the day of 
his kingdom manifestation. The many 
references to the prophetic portions in the 
gospel records makes this clear. The contrast 
of the first Adam to Christ in the light of 
Psalm 8 would further confirm this. How 
good it will be, when the rule of Christ will 
exceed by far the conditions described of 
Adam in that Psalm. 

J.R. Baker 

QUESTION 

Is the 'appearing the second time' in 
Hebrews 9:28; the rapture, or is the 
reference. to the appearing of our Lord on 
this earth? 

ANSWER 

In considering this passage it is wise to 
remember the people to whom the epistle is 
addressed. Their whole background was 
steeped in the ways of God with Israel and 
they had now been exposed to teaching 
which was seeking to draw them back into 
Judaism away from Christ. The writer is 
constantly using the history and background 
of Judaism in presenting the unfolding 
teaching of the epistle and there is no doubt 
at all that chapter 9 is based on the events 
which comprised the Day of Atonement. 
observed annually in the calendar of God's 
people. Thus in verse 4 the holiest of all is 
described as having the golden censer. 
which normally would be located before the 
vail in the holy place. On the Day of 
Atonement however, the golden censer was 
used within the holiest of all as described in 
Lev 16:12. Again verse 9 of our chapter 
makes clear reference to this important day 
of the year, and emphasises tbat the work of 
Christ is permanent as contrasted with the 
temporary nature of even .such a great 
ceremony, v.12 eternal redemption, v. 14 the 
eternal spirit, v.15 eternal inheritance. 

These considerations lead us to the closing 
verses of the chapter which show that He has 
appeared once. This was to the earth and 
was to deal with the question of sin. It would 
therefore be contextually fair to see that the 
appearance the second time would also be to 
the earth, but sin apart, i.e. never to deal with 
sin again. The actual term 'to appear' is 
different in each of the three mentions in the 
passage, end In verse 28 the word Is the one 

from which we get our English word 'optical'. 
It was to be seen. and would therefore readily 
correlate with Rev. 1 :7 where we learn that 
in the day of our Lord's coming to earth. every 
eye shall see Him. 



The expression 'without sin' would not 
carry the same weight If the rapture was In 
view, but fits perfectly with the coming to 
earth. Difficulty has arisen in the minds of 
some because of the expression 'unto them 
that look for him', and others have even 
taught a partial rapture from the verse, but 
when seen in the light of the day of 
atonement. these problems recede, as the 
Israelite would always watch carefully to see 
the High Priest reappear on that day, giving 

BOOKSg 
Josephus, The Essential Writings. A new 
translation by Paul L Maier. Hardback, 416 
pages, published by Kregel Publications. 
Available from John Ritchie Ltd at £11.96. 

The writings of the historian, Josephus, on 
the Jewish Antiquities and War are quite 
extensive works, and their sheer volume 
would put many off from reading them. They 
were condensed many years ago by William 
Shepherd, but since the English is archaic 
the reading of Shepherd's digest is heavy and 
unattractive. Dr Maier has now produced a 
digest of the works of Josephus which is 
eminently readable and at the same time is a 
very faithful handling of the contents. He has. 
in fact, brought the writings of Josephus 
within the scope and interest of ordinary 
readers. 'No longer is the history a work to lie 
on library shelves, and only occasionally be 
opened. It has become alive and those who 
have read this digest have suddenly become 
aware of an authoritative insight into biblical 
times, and the years immediately following 
the apostolic era. 

As Flavius Josephus was a Jew whose 
father was a priest and whose mother was a 
descendant of the royal family of the 
Hesmoneans. he was well-scnooled in the 
Old TestemenL His writings, therefore, on 
the Jewish Antiquities are an excellent 
commentary on the Old Testament from a 
purely Jewish point of view. There are, 
however, omissions where ref erencos In the 
Scripture ere embarra11lng to Judaism; for 
example. Miriam'■ leprosy (Numbers 12), 
end tho aerpent of brau (Numbers 21 ). 

evidence that the work of atonement was 
complete for another year. Thus the One who 
went In nearly 2,000 years ago will come out 
again to bring salvation to Israel (see Romans 
11 :26). In addition to the foregoing remarks, 
which show that the writer believes that the 
return in glory to the earth is In view, it should 
be stated that it is doubtful if the rapture is 
ever alluded to in the epistle to the Hebrews. 

J.R. Baker 

The present reviewer found the words of 
the Lord in Matthew 24 taking on a depth of 
meaning he had never appreciated before as 
he read through the latter half of the book 
which deals with the atrocities of the Jewish 
War during the lifetime of Josephus. who 
lived between AD. 37 and AD. 100. The 
cruelty of the Romans under Vespasian, 
Titus, and Domitian makes sad reading, but 
these men were undoubtedly instruments 
allowed of God to bring judgment upon a 
nation which had spurned His prophets and 
rejected His Son. At the same time one 
cannot fail to see that the Romans themselves 
were severely chastised. as in many of the 
battles and sieges the Jews gave a good 
account of themselves. 

Without hesitation the reviewer would 
agree with Dr Maier's comment that the 
works of Josephus are simply indispensible 
to students of the scriptures. If Josephus had 
not existed our Bible dictionaries and 
commentaries would be substantially smaller. 

There are nearly one hundred photographs, 
maps, and charts In the book. ell of which are 
excellent in serving to illustrate the text. The 
significant passages of Josephus are not 
condensed; many are given V110rd-for-word. 
e.g. the famous passage which refers to the
Lord. The format of this book Is excellent end
those who like the 'feel' of a good book when
reading, will enjoy reading this one. This book
Is highly recommendod.

F.E.S, 
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India's Millions Today 

(A background survey for an understanding 
of Christian witness in India) 

by M. Browne 

India's sub-continent has a mammoth population of over 800 million 
people, and by the early part of the next century at the present rate of 
growth (about 15 million babies are born in India annually), census 
authorities predict will overtake China as the world's most populous 
nation! This titanic population is crowded into 23 States forming the 
largest democracy in the world, and uses 14 official languages with 
Hindi predominating, and more than 1000 other languages spoken 
amongst its teeming masses. Paradoxically the "unofficial" official 
language is English, tolerated because of its linguistic neutrality as a 
national means of communication between groups highly jealous of 
their regional tongues! This greatly facilitates Christian service for 
visiting English-speaking preachers and teachers of the Word of God, 
and is also used extensively by national workers when they move out 
of their own language areas to visit other parts of their country in the 
service of the Gospel. The same principle follows also in the 
commercial and educational spheres of the nation as well as amongst 
the armed forces. 

Religion in India 
Hinduism claims the allegiance of 80% of the population, and a 
further 11 % are Moslem. There are more Moslems in India today than 
there are in Pakistan, which is a constant source of friction and fear 
amongst the majority Hindus who tend to view them as a potential 
Fifth Column force should relations with Pakistan deteriorate. This is a 
fruitful source of communal and religious strife responsible for 
violence and death every year. Nominal Christianity accounts for 3.4% 
of the population with truly regenerate believers only a fraction of this 
figure; and it is among the nominal Christians that evangelism has 
been mainly concentrated in the past to the detriment of Gospel 
witness among the majority Hindus and Moslems, although this is 
changing today with greater emphasis on evangelistic outreach to the 
largely unevangelised missions of north India. The remaining 
population is made up of tiny minority religious groups such as Sikhs, 
Jains, Parsees, and animistic tribal people. 



... 

� 

Christianity and Apostolic Times 
Christianity is no newcomer to the religious life of India, but a faith 
known and followed from Apostolic times when Thomas, the Lord's 
Apostle, is by strong tradition believed to have visited India. First 
century historians record Thomas as visiting what is today's Punjab 
about the same time as Paul's second missionary journey, and then to 
the Malabar coast in south India, followed shortly afterwards by 
Bartholomew. One reason given for his selection of the Malabar and 
Tamil coast, was the flourishing Jewish settlements there in Madras 
and Cochin dating back to the Jewish Diaspora or even to King 
Solomon's trading days. Such Scriptures as 1 Kings 9:26-28; 10:21-
22: are interesting in this connection. And would Jews from India be 
included in those gathered "out of every nation under heaven" to 
Jerusalem for Passover and then Pentecost (Acts 2:5), who would 
have heard Peter preach and been saved and baptised, and afterwards 
asked for preachers from the Apostolic band to accompany them back 
to India? The probability is very high that NT assemblies were 
established in Kerala and the southern regions of India from Apostolic 
days. This would account for the strength of Christianity in the south 
of India today and its deep cultural influence on all sections of society 
there, Hindus included. For example in Kerala Hindus not only 
slaughter cattle but eat beef as well, and when a noted Hindu guru 
undertook a fast unto death to force all State governments to abolish 
the slaughter of beef, Hindu Keralites snubbed his gesture by publicly 
eating this meat on the streets, and he ended his fast in defeatl 

Hinduism 
Hinduism, with its claimed pantheon of 10 million deities, was 
brought to India 1500 years before Christ by the Inda-European or 
Aryan fair skinned hordes from the north, who wrest the sub­
continent from the original dark skinned Dravidian inhabitants. At the 
core of Hinduism is a central trinity, Brahma the creator, Shiva the 
destroyer, and Vishnu the preserver. That is positive, negative, and 
neutral forces eternally questing for the perfect equilibrium, the 
attainment of the "Absolute" as their worshippers were supposed to 
be doing by their worship: seeking a peace that for ever eludes them 
and will do so until they submit to Him Who "made peace by the 
blood of His cross". 

Caste System 
The Aryan Invaders termed themselves the Dvija or twice-born ones 
and kept themselves distinct from the original Dravidian population 
whom they named Sudras or serfs, and described this distinction by 
the word "Varda" or colour-thus the caste system was born. The 
lighter skinned people In the north being the higher casts and the dark 
skinned masses In the south the lower castes. It is a degrading 
system of spiritual and social bondage end ensured the enslavement 
of the Oruv1dltm majority. Then when by God's grace the Gospel was 



presented to India and was accepted mainly by the darker skinned 
lower castes of the south, It became associated for the "twice-born"
higher castes with something inferior, and such was the rigidity and 
exclusiveness of the caste system that higher castes could not freely
mix with lower castes, so the Christian faith which insisted upon 
equality before God for all who accepted the common salvation of our
Lord Jesus Christ was anathema to the Hindu mind. Thus the evil
"god of this age" used his own dark system to blind the masses, 
particularly in the north of India, to the light of the Gospel of the glory
of Christ, Who is the Image of God.

Darkness and Folly 
The spiritual darkness of Hinduism together with its folly is evident 
still today in modern Indian society. One of the present elders of an 
assembly in Bombay was under his car repairing it on a busy street in
the city with his legs stuck out on the road. A passing Brahman priest
tripped over the brother's feet and in so doing violated his ceremonial 
priestly cleanliness: he had touched an unclean thing in the person of
this Christian man. He raised his voice in indignant protest and 
rebuked the brother for allowing his feet to be where they werel What
could he do to repair the damage to his hallowed person? To the 
amazement of the onlookers he suddenly grabbed a plastic bucket, 
filled it with water from a nearby tap and scooped up a pile of fresh 
cow-dung lying in the middle of the road, mixed it with the water and
then poured the whole contents over himself from head to footl 
Satisfied, he continued his journey cleansed once more according to
the dictates of his religion!

A zealous evangelist working among tribal outcaste peopl� in mid­
India, before his conversion to Christ was seeking spiritual peace 
through Hindiusm. He was advised to see a famous guru (teacher)
who would tell him how to attain peace of soul. On consulting the
famous man he was told to go and fetch a tender coconut, break it 
and pour the sweet water over the guru's feet, then gather up the the 
contents and drink it and he would find the peace he sought! Such are
the chains and claims of idolatry in India in 1988.

Spiritual Warfare 
In the midst of this darkness the Indian believer must present the
Gospel of Christ today. It is a spiritual warfare and increasingly a
struggle against, not only the unseen powers of darkness. but a
survival in the face of bitter physical attacks by extremist Hindu 
groups contesting the right of the Christians to preach their Gospel on
the streets, or even to hold their faith at all in what they claim to be a
Hindu country! But God's work will go on and prosper under the 
power of His Spirit and through the earnest and fervent prayers of his
interceding people. Let us therefore PAA Y ON.

M.B
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The Apostasy, or the 
Falling Away (3)

by 0.0. Murray, Australia 

Another man who will be prominent 
in the prophetic future, will be on 
territory located at Israel's northern 
frontier, because of whom the treaty 
for safety will be negotiated. This man 
is shown as the little horn of Dan 8:9. 
He will be the fierce enemy of the other 
little horn, of Dan 7:8. The two little 
horns therefore should not become 
wrongly identified. The little horn of 
Dan 7:8 will become the Beast, the 
Dictator of the revived Roman Empire, 
based in Rome. The little horn of Dan 
8:9 wilJ be the king of the north, as 
named by Daniel the prophet (Dan 
J I :40). He will be based north oflsrael, 
perhaps in Syria. He will arise out of 
what was once the Empire of Alexander 
the Great. Alexander died in Babylon 
in 323 BC of malaria, while his sons 
were inf ants, too young to succeed 
him. They were murdered to prevent 
any future claims that might be raised. 
The Empire became divided among his 
army commanders (Dan 8:8). Ptolemy 
began his dynasty in Egypt, and is 
called in Scripture the king of the 
south. The name applied to him and to 
his successors. Se)eucos formed the 
Seleucid dynasty in Syria. He and his 
dynasty are called the king of the north 
in Scripture. The other two (cf. Dan 
8:8) Jost their territories. (One of the 
Seleucid kings built Antioch on the 
Orontes River, this Antioch became 
long associated with Christian history.) 
The reader should note that, because 
the king of the north had his territory 
as the northern part of the Empire of 
Alexander the Great, Scripture does 
not allow that Russia could be the king 
of the north. In a coming day, the king 

of the north, who will be in power late 
in the Great Tribulation, wilJ be 
powerful; he will depend on another. 

"And his power shall be mighty, 
but not by his own power" (Dan 
8:24). 

Such words cannot be applied to 
Russia, who is strong in her own 
power. Russia might supply this future 
king of the north with men and 
equipment, as is often claimed, but not 
proved, from Scripture. The Scripture 
will be clear in its own time. This future 
king of the north will invade Israel 
(Joel 2: 1-11 ), overflow (Isa 28: J 5; Dan 
11 :40), and enter Egypt. About this 
time the Lord will rescue Jerusalem, of 
which he will certainly hear in Egypt. 

"But tidings out of the east and out 
of the north shall trouble him; and 
he will go forth with great fury to 
exterminate, and to destroy many 
utterly. And he shall plant the 
tents of his palace between the sea 
[the Mediterranean]and the moun­
tain of holy beauty [Jerusalem]. 
and he shall come to his end, and 
none shall help him" (Dan 11:44-
45 Nn. 

He will have stood up against the Son 
of God, after His rescue: of Jerusalem: 

.. and he will stand up ngninst the 
Prince of princes, but he shall be 
broken without hnnd .. (Dan 8:25). 

He will meet his doom between the 
Mcditermnean and Jc:rusalc:m. This 



will be the last invasion against 
Jerusalem. There will be a later 
invasion of Israel from the uttermost 
north, from Russia and from her allies, 
but it will be for their complete 
disaster, the greatest defeat in history 
(Ezek 38 and 39). These two invasions 
take place after the Lord will have 
rescued Jerusalem: 

"The LORD shall send the rod of 
thy strength out of Zion, rule thou 
in the midst of thine enemies" (Psa 
110:2). 

The warning will be ignored by Gog 
and his allies: 

.. After many days thou shalt be 
visited; in the latter years thou 
shalt come into the land that is 
brought back from the sword, that 
is gathered out of many peoples, 
against the mountains of Israel, 
which have been a perpetual 
waste, but it is brought forth out 
of the peoples, and they shall all of 
them be dwelling in safety" (Ezek 
38:8 Nl). 

The time of the invasion is described: 
the people will be gathered back out of 
the nations among whom they were 
scattered, and all of them will be 
dwelling safely. This will be after the 
Lord will have come, becauseJerusalem 
will be trodden down by the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled (Luke 21 :24), after the Great 
Tribulation, the Lord will have come: 

.. And he shall send his angels with 
a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end 
of heaven to the other" (Matt 
24:31). 

The events written of by Daniel the 
prophet will be finished at 1290 days 
after the desecration of the temple by 
the Man of Sin (Dan 12:11), thirty days 
after the deaths of the two witnesses in 
Jerusalem (Rev 11 :3). Full blessing will 
come at 1335 days (Dan 12: 11-12). The 
Beast, the Gentile Dictator, in Western 
Europe, will continue his career for 
forty-two months, or 365 X 3 ½ = 1277½ 
days (one more with a leap year). He 
and the False Prophet will be taken at 
Armageddon (Rev 16: 16; 19: 19-20). 
The Beast will still be in power when 
the two witnesses will be given public 
resurrection at 1263½days(Rev 11:11). 
Thus Scripture allows 14 days (1277½ 
- 1263 ½ = 14) when the vials of the
wrath of God (Rev 16: 1-21) run their
courses, and for the Beast and the
False Prophet to assemble at Arma­
geddon to their dooms. Of the western
powers it is written:

"These shall make war with the 
Lamb, and the Lamb shalJ over­
come them ... " (Rev 17: 14). 

Their dooms are described: 

"And I saw the Beast, and the 
kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make 
war against him that sat on the 
horse, and against his army. 

And the Beast was taken, and 
with him the False Prophet that 
wrought miracles before him ... "· 
(Rev 19: 19-20). 

The armies will be destroyed (Rev 
19:21) 

The nations of the Middle East have 
set themselves against Israel and against 
Jerusalem; they have already used 
words of Scripture to express their 
purpose and policy: 



They hnvc suid. 
.. Come. and let us cut them 
off from being a nation; that 
the name of Israel may be no 
more in remembrance" (Psa 
83:4). 

The Unequal Yoke 

by C.D. Pollard, lnverurie 

Read Song of Son�4:9,12: Singleness 
of perception, path and purpose; 
pleasureable to and for Him, whom we 
seek to serve. 

The subject of the unequal yoke is a 
pressing one, especially in the days in 
which we live. The clear statements of 
Holy Writ are not acknowledged nor 
subscribed to. What was unthought of, 
unheard of, in earlier days is now 
commonplace, indeed in many instances 
it is the done thing. Not only so, but 
again in many instances it appears 
satisfactory and the ideal answer, the 
individuals enjoying on the surface a 
sense of well-being and profit. Jonah 
disobeyed God and everything worked 
out well: a ship ready to sail; a berth 
available; fare paid and the holiday of a 
lif ctime. However, adverse conditions 
appeared. It may seem strange, but to 
begin with he was oblivious of the peril 
involving not only himself but all on 

Thus, with the nations round about 
Israel determined on Israel's total 
destruction and end. and the Western 
Powers mobilising to expel the Christ 
of God from the earth, following His 
return, the Apostasy will be complete. 

Concluded. 

board. "Others" is an important word 
when we embark on a course out of 
keeping with God's instructions. Thank 
God that He is over all and His 
preserving, providing care and goodness 
enabled Jonah to shout, "Salvation is 
of the Lord". We have no right of 
course to assume or presume that God 
will intervene and be gracious, over­
looking our positive wrong�oing. 
Jonah experienced the storm before 
the calm. Thank God he knew his 
Bible, though he forgot the truth. For 
instance if he had reflected on Psa 
139:7,8,9, 11, 12, it would have saved 
him from an impossible situation 
ending in death (in figure). Salvation as 
well as being eternal is also day by day. 
The old fashioned expression is true, 
'He is an all the way home Saviour'. 
Jonah got what he wanted. he fled 
"from the presence of the Lord" ( I :3). 
and he succeeded (2:4). Thank God he 
looked again and was granted a second 



chance (3:1). Also see Nahum 1:7. 
However, disobedience always sooner 
or later involves discipline. Loss is 
experienced, if not here, certainly 
hereafter. 

Separation is God's design and 
standard, .. They are not of the world" 
(John 17: 14). "Keep them from the 
evil" (v.15) was the prayer of the 
perfect Man; "I delight to do thy will" 
(Psa 40:8); "I do always those things 
which please him" (John 8:29). 

Please read 2 Cor 6:14-18; 7:L The 
statement is clear "Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers". The 
words are not capable of double 
meaning or application. The injunction 
covers the ecclesiastical, business, 
marital and social spheres of life. We 
are "in the world but not of it". 

How many lives have been ruined. 
How many heartaches have resulted; 
how many "might have beens". The 
facts are usually hidden. It is so often 
not expedient to mention mistakes or 
admit wrong. Too much is at stake, 
and so the blight continues until it saps 
the spiritual interest, vitality and well­
being. To this can be added the grief it 
brings to others. Ponder Gen 26:34,3S. 
The stone cast into the pool disturbs 
the surface in widening circles. 

In many instances the believer that 
refuses the unequal yoke appears to 
miss out. He or she seemingly has been 
a failure. Fulfilment has been denied. 
However, the ends count. "Enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord"-"good and 
faithful servant" (Matt 25:21). The 
word declares, "Having therefore these 
promises, dearly beloved ... I will dwell 
... I will walk ... I will be their God 
... they shall be my people" (2 Cor 
6:16; 7:1). 

Let us seek to be true to the 
sentiments of our Lord's prayer in 
John 17 and remember "for their sakes 
I sanctify myselr' (v.19); .. they have 
kept thy word" (v.6); "they have 
received them" (my words) (v.8); .. I am 
glorified in them" (v. lO). Surely the 
latter expression in particular would 
cause us to pause before pursuing a 
course contrary to the divine will. 
Surely the words are salutary, solemn 
and sublime. Surely we must say "not 
my will but thine". 

In conclusion; the writer is not bereft 
of f eeling and a degree of understanding 
of situations in which especially young 
friends are placed. Courage brother, 
sister, do not stumble. Trust in God 
and do the right. 

The apostle Paul said, "Finally" and 
then went on; we, too, add a further 
thought. When thinking of the religious 
sphere, let it be said that we love all 
who love the Lord. In the business 
realm we are often like a sore thumb 
-pained, yet a silent testimony that
cannot be unnoticed. In the marital
context hearts can be broken but
"peace that passeth all understanding"
can be enjoyed. The social environment
means that glasses must be turned
upside down. Compromise is never
satisfactory, no matter the situation:
"ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand"
(Eph 6: 13).

"Faithful amidst unfaithfulness; 
Midst darkness only light. 
Thou didst Thy Father's name confess, 
And in His will delight. 

Give us Thy meek Thy lowly mind; 
We would obedient be. 
And all our rest and pleasure fmd 
In fellowship with Thee". 
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FORTHCOMING 

NOVEMBER 5 

Armagh: 8.00 p.m. T. Bentley. 

Ballylintagh: 7.30 p.m. J.G. Hutchinson. 

Ballymena: 8.00 p.m. R. Eadie. 

Ballymacashon: 2.00 p.m. Annual Con­
ference. 

Cloughfern: 7.30 p.m. H. Andrews. 

Enniskillen: 8.00 p.m. J. Allen. 

NOVEMBER 12 

Armagh: 8.00 p.m. S. McBride. 

Ballylintagh: 7.30 p.m. LB. Mullan. 

Ballymena: 8.00 p.m. Question Night. 

Cloughfem: 7.30 p.m. H. Andrews. 

Enniskillen: 8.00 p.m. J. Hutchinson. 

NOVEMBER 19 

Armagh: 8.00 p.m. J. Hutchinson & R. 
McKeown. 

Ballymena: 8.00 p. m. J. Allen . .  

Cloughfern: 7 .30 p.m. H. Andrews. 

Ennlskillen: 8.00 p.m. R. Johnston. 

NOVEMBER 26 

Armagh: 8.00 p.m. J. Baker. 

Ballymena: 8.00 p.m. T. Bentley. 

Cloughfern: 7.30 p.m. H. Andrews. 

Ennlakillen: 8.00 p.m. J. Beattle. 

DECEMBER 3 

Armagh: 8.00 p.m. J. Allen. 

Ballymena: 8.00 p.m. M. Browne. 

EnnlakJllen: 8.00 p.m. J. Finnigan. 

DECEMBEfl 10 

Ballymena: 8.00 p.m. T. Meekln. 

Ennl1killen: 8.00 p.m. A. Alken. 

FORTHCOMING 

NOVEMBER 5 

Kilmarnock: Elim Hall, Cuthben Place at 
6.45 p.m. J. Harrison. J. Rodgers. 

Coatbridge: Hebron Hall, 20 Church Street 
at 6.30 p.m. S. McKenzie, W. Todd. 

Beith: Bethany Hall, Kirk Road at 7.00 p.m. J. 
Gillespie. 

Deans: Gospel Hall, Livingston at 6.30 p.m. 
S. Brownlie, A Wilson.

Knightswood: Gospel Hall. Fulton Street at 
7.00 p.m. P. Prior, W. Stavely. 

Hamilton: Low Waters Gospel Hall, Hall 
Street at 3.30 p.m. Annual Conference J. 
Riddle. R. McPheat. W. Barr. 

Bridge of Weir: Annual Conference in Hope 
Hall at 3.30 p.m. J. Burnett. J. Buchanan. F. 
Stallan. Mr. Stallan continues in ministry 
Monday to Thursday at 8 p.m. 

Edinburgh: Gorgie Gospel Hall. 4 Smithfield 
Street at 7.00 p.m. Bible Reading Romans 
ch.2. 

New Stevenston: Assembly Hall at 6.30 
p.m. M. Ferrier. T. Pillans. 

NOVEMBER 6 

Glasgow: Eastpark Gospel Hall, Avenuepark 
Street (off Maryhill Road) at 8.30 p.m. D. 
Newell. 

NOVEMBER 12 

Bishopton: at 7 p.m. A. Meikle, J. Hay. 

East Kilbride: Threshold Assembly Hall at 
7.00 p.m. l, MacDonald, J, Thompson. 

Glenburn: Bethany Hall Glenburn, Prestwick. 
Annual Conference In Prestwick Acodcmy, 
New Dykes Road ot 3.00 p.m. S. Arbuthnot. J. 
Gamble, repons by D. Gllllos, F. Reid. 

Saltcoata: Bethany Holl, Alli.a Road at 7 ,00 
p.m. J. Peterson. J. Baxter.

Wlahaw: Ebenozer Gospel Hall at 6 30 pm.
S. Arbuthnot. M. Radcliffe.



Newmlln1: Gospel Hall, Drygote Street at 
7.00 p.m. W. Banks, 5. Foster. 

Cumbemeuld: Mossknowe Gospel Hall at 
7.00 p.m. A. Gamble. 
Belllieston: Gospel Hall, 18 Glasgow Road at 
3.30 p.m. J. Buchanan, A. Prentice, J. Speirs. 

Dunfermline: Annual Conference, Hospital 
Hill Gospel Hall In High School, St. Leonard's 
Place at 3.00 p.m. A.M.S. Gooding, W. 
Mowat, I.A. Speirs. Mr. Gooding continues in 
Ministry Monday to Thursday at 7.30 p.m. 
Tarbolton: Gospel Hall, at 7.00 p.m. Bible 
Reading R. Stavely. 

Ashgill: Bethany Hall at 6.30 p.m. J. Paton, 
Bible Reading. 

Annadale: Gospel Hall, South Street at 6.30 
p.m. D. Cameron, J. Aitken. 

NOVEMBER 13 

Glasgow: Eastpark Gospel Hall, Avenuepark 
Street (off Maryhill Road) at 8.30 p.m. D. 
Newell. 

NOVEMBER 19 

G ourock: Bethany Hall, Drumshantie Road 
at 7.00 p.m. J.R. Baker. 

Linthouse: Bethesda Hall, 16 Holmfauldhead 
Drive, Annual Conference at 3.00 p.m. G. 
Waugh, J. 'Hay, S. Jennings. 

Whitbum: West End Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m. 
P. Prior. G. Gilmour.
Larkhall: Hareleeshill Gospel Hall, Howard 
Street at 6.30 p.m. B. Gamble, R. McPheat. 
Dairy: T ownend Gospel Hall, Townend Street 
at 7.00 p.m. W. Craig, G. Forbes. 
Mayfield: Gospel Hall. Stone Avenue at 6.30 
p.m. J. Rudd, A. Aitken.

Ayr: Prestwick Road Hall, at 7 .00 p.m. A.M.S. 
Gooding. 

Motherwell: Shields Road Gospel Hall, 
Home Workers Conference at 6.00 p.m. D. 
Locke. G. Meikle, J. Smythe. 

Glenrothe1: Gospel Hall, Queen Margaret 
Drive at 7.30 p.m. J. McDonald. 

Plains: Elim Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m. H. 
Cooper, R. Stavely. 

NOVEMBER 20 

Gla1gow: Eastpark Gospel Hall, Avenuepark 
Street (off Maryhill Road) at 8.30 p.m. S. 
Arbuthnot. 

NOVEMBER 26 

Falkirk: Thornhill Gospel Hall, Thistle Street 
at 6.30 p.m. J. Glenville, G. Waugh. 

Klrkconnel: Gospel Hall at 7.00 p.m. D. 
Meikle, R. McPheot. 

Galaton: Evangelistic Hall, Glebe Rood; 
Annual Conference ot 3.16 p.m. J. Paton, R. 

Cameron. E. Parmenter. Mr. Parmenter 
continues In ministry Monday and Tuesday 
Dt 7,30 p.m, 
Glasgow: Harley Street Gospel Hall at 7.00 
p.m. I. Steele, S. Arbuthnot
Upholl: The Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m. S. 
Foster, R, Revie. 
Airdrie: Hebron Hall, North Bridge Street; 
Annual Conference at 3.30 p.m. In Chapelslde 
School, Chapel Street, J. Gillespie, R. Marshall, 
J. Flanigan.

Prestwick: Bute Hall MISSIONARY WEEK­
END. 

Hamilton: High Parks Gospel Hall, Silvertonhill 
Avenue at 6.45 p.m. G. Jackson, T. Wilson. 
Forfar: Gospel Hall. St. James Road at 7.00 
p.m. E. Nelson. 

Saltcoats: Ailsa Road at 7.00 p.m. W. Craig. 
M. Radcliffe.

NOVEMBER 27 

Glasgow: Eastpark Gospel Hall. Avenuepark 
Street (off Maryhill Road) at 8.30 p.m. D. 
Newell. 

DECEMBER 3 

Hamilton: Low Waters Gospel Hall, Hall 
Street at 6.30 p.m. G. Waugh. 
Kilmarnock: Elim Hall, Cuthbert Place at 
6.45 p.m. J. Hunter. 
New Stevenston: Assembly Hall at 6.30 
p.m. S. Foster, M. Radcliffe.

Edinburgh: Gorgie Gospel Hall, 4 Smithfield 
Street at 7.00 p.m. Bible Reading. Romans 
ch.3. 

Bridge of Weir: Hope Hall at7.00 p.m.J. Hay. 
Knightswood: Gospel Hall, Fulton Street 
Missionary Weekend at 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 
p.m. Reports. 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. Ministry. 

Beith: Bethany Hall, Kirk Road, at 7.00 p.m. I. 
Steele. 

Coatbridge: Hebron Hall, 20 Church Street 
at 6.30 p.m. R. Miller, G. Gilmour. 

DECEMBER 4 

Glasgow: Eastpark Gospel Hall, Avenuepark 
Street, (off Maryhill Road) at 8.30 p.m. S. 
Arbuthnot. 

DECEMBER 10 

Wlshaw: Ebenezer Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m. 
A. Gamble, J. Gamble.

Newmllns: Gospel Hall, Orygote Street et 
7.00 p.m. W. McKellor, G. Paton. 

Cumbernauld: Mossknowe Gospel Hall at 
7 .00 p.m. A. Scott. 

Torbolton: Gospel Hell, at 7.00 p.m. A.M.S, 
Gooding, Bible Roodlng. 
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Arm11dale: Gospel Holl, South Streat ot 6.30 
p.m. R. Cnmoron. W. Pork.
Ashglll: Bethany Holl et 6.30 p.m. D. 
Cnmoron, S. Arbuthnot. 

DECEMBER 11 
Glasgow: Eostpark Gospel Hall, Avenuepark 
Street (off Maryhill Road) at 8.30 p.m. D. 
Newell. 

DECEMBER 17 
Gourock: Bethany Hall, Drumshantie Road 
at 7.00 p.m. G. Waugh. 
Linthouse: Bethesda Hall, 16 Holmfauldhead 
Drive at 7.00 p.m. J. Gamble, W. Graig. 
Whitburn: West End Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m. 
R. Miller, A. Aitken.
Larkhall: Hareleeshill Gospel Hall, Howard 
Street at 6.30 p.m. J. Baker, J. Paton. 
Mayfield: Gospel Hall, Stone Avenue at 6.30 
p.m. J. Gillespie, F. Stallan.
Ayr: Prestwick Road Gospel Hall at 7.00 p.m.
I. Speirs.
Motherwell: Shields Road Gospel Hall at 
6.30 p.m. R. Gamble, J. Baxter. 
Glenrothes: Gospel Hall, Queen Margaret 
Drive at 7.30 p.m. I. Ross. 

DECEMBER 31 
Knightswood: Gospel Hall, Fulton Street at 
7.00 p.m. D. Cameron, W. Craig. 
Airdrie: Hebron Hall, North Bridge Street at 
6.30 p.m. J. Anderson, A. Scott. 
Hamilton: High Parks Gospel Hall, Silvertonhill 
Avenue at 6.45 p.m. A. Leckie, A. Pollard. 

JANUARY 2 
Hamilton: High Parks Gospel Hall, Silvertonhill 
Avenue. Annual Conference at 11 a.m. in 
Christian College, Bothwell Road. J. Hunter, 
S. Arbuthnot. A. Pollard, A. Leckie. Mr. Leckie
continues in Ministry till Wednesday 11th
January at 7.45 p.m. in High Parks Gospel
Hall.
Knightswood: Gospel Hall, Fulton Street 
Conference at 3.00 p.m. D. Cameron, R. 
McPheat. G. Meikle. 
New Stevenston: Assembly Hall, Conference 
in Community Centre, Holytown at 11.30 
a.m. J. Hutchinson, A. Wiseman, W. Park.

JANUARY 3 
Stranraer: New Year Conference in Lewis 
Street Gospel Hall et 2.30 p.m. T. Wilson, G. 
Waugh. 
Abingdon: Glasgow, Annual Conference at 
3.16 p.m. J.R. Baker, J. Grant. P. Maiden. 

Whltburn: Annual ConferenciJ In the Bruce­
field Church, East Main Street at 11.30 a.m. 
G. Fyfe, J. Allen, W. Stavely. Mr. Fyfe 
continues In Ministry Wednesday and 
Thursday at 7.30 p.m. (Loud Speaker System 
will be used). 

Elim Hall, Plains: Special Ministry 
Meetings commencing Monday 31st 
October at 7.45 p.m. and continuing 
each Monday until 12th December. 
Subject: Studies of the Priesthood and 
Tabernacle. Spreaker: Mr R. Gamble. 
All cordially invited. 

NOVEMBER 5 
Netherfield: Gospel Hall, Victoria Road at 
7.15 p.m. H. Cooper. 
West Mersea: Assembly Hall, East Road at 
4.00 p.m. and 6.15 p.m. M. Hayward. 
Brierfield: Hebron Hall, Walter Street at 7 .00 
p.m. N. Jones.
Coventry: Gospel Hall, Upper Hill Street at 
7.30 p.m. A. Wiseman. 
Sherborne: Gospel Hall. Finger Lane at 4.00 
p.m. R. Carnell.
Ealing: Annual Conference in Grove Hall, 
The Grove, at 3.30 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. M. 
Horlick, B. Osborne. 
Westcliff-on-Sea: Gospel Hall, Carlton 
Avenue at 7.30 p.m. W. Farquhar. 
Preston: Ashton Brookhouse Evangelical 
Chapel, 179 Eldon Street at 7.00 p.m. W. 
Craig. 
Kingsteignton: Gospel Hall at 7.00 p.m. H. 
Bell. 
Ludlow: Cleeview Gospel Hall at 7.30 p.m. T. 
Proffit. 
Leicester: York Street Gospel Hall, off Granby 
Street at 7.30 p.m. G. Waugh. Mr. Waugh 
continues in ministry, Monday to Thursday at

7.30 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 12 
Solihull: Gospel Hell 62 Lode Lane, Annual 
Conference at 3.15 p.m. and 6.00 p.m. S. 
Downes, S. Emery. 
North Wembley: Uxendon Hall. Elmstead 
Avenue at 7.00 p.m. J. Thomson. 
Caine: Gospel Hall et 7 .30 p.m. A.C. Gooding. 
Mr. Gooding continues in ministry Monday to 
Thursday. 



Bh1ckpool: Gospol Holl, Solthouso Avonuo, 
off Rigby Road ot 7.30 p.m. K. Bokor. 
Cobham: (Surroy) Annual Conforonco In 
Gospel Holl, Anyords Road at 3.30 p.m. ond 
6.00 p.m. M. Hall. R. McPhoat. 

Bury St. Edmunds: Lancaster Holl, Tollgate 
Lone ot 7.30 p.m. W. Farquhar. 
Derby: The Meeting Room, Curzon Street at 
7.15 p.m. J. Sallsbury. 
Ely: Gospel Hall, Ship Lane at 7.30 p.m. G. 
Waugh. 

NOVEMBER 19 

Coventry: Gospel Hall, Upper Hill Street at 
7.30 p.m. C. Lacey. 
Brierfield: Hebron Hall, Walter Street at 7 .00 
p.m. F. French. 

Leicester: York Street Gospel Hall, off Granby 
Street at 7.30 p.m. G. Anthon. 

Redditch: Foxlydiate Crescent Gospel Hall, 
Batchley Estate at 7 .00 p.m. J. Flanigan. Mr. 
Flanigan continues in Ministry Monday to 
Thursday at 7.45 p.m. 
Mitcham Junction: Gospel Hall, Percy Road 
at 7.00 p.m. E.G. Parmenter. 
Skelmanthorpe: Saville Road Hall at 7.00 
p. m. I. Campbell.
Cheltenham: Bethany Gospel Hall, Newton
Road, Hesters Way at 7.30 p.m. E. Mitchell.
Bermondsey: London, Gospel Hall, 97 St. 
James· Road at 7.00 p.m. B. Price. 
S't. Austell: Seymour Gospel Hall, Slades 
Road at 7.00 p.m. A.C. Gooding. 

Bishop Stortford: Gospel Hall, Dunmow 
Road at 7.00 p.m. R. Hill. 

Luton: Onslow Road Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m. 
G. Bourne. 
Eastbourne: Marine Hall at 7 .00 p.m. C. 
Stewart. 

NOVEMBER 26 

Bexleyheath: Bethany Hall North Street at 
7.00 p.m. 0. Angell. 
Hanworth: Gospel Hall, Hounslow Road at 
7.00 p.m. M. Hall. 

Chesterfield: littlemoor Gospel Chapel, 
Dunston Lane. Newbold at 7.30 p.m. D. 
Howell. 
Birmingham: Northfield. Quarry Lane at 
7.00 p.m. Home Workers Report Meeting F. 
Lonney, S. Mountstevens. 

DECEMBER 3 

Boscombe: Drummond Hall, Drummond 
Road at 7.00 p.m. D. Lawrence. 
Brierfield: Hebron Hall, Walter Street at 7 .00 
p.m. D. McMaster.

Derby: The Meeting Room, Curzon Street at 
7.15 p.m. T. Ledger. 

Blnckpool: Goopol Holl, Solthouso Avonu" 
off Rigby Rood ot 7,30 p.m. B. Prlco. 
Solihull: Gospol Holl, 62 Lode Lane at 7.30 
p.m. A Shoormon.
Ludlow: Cloovlow Gos pol Holl at 7 .30 p.m. J. 
Hall. 

Klngatoignton: Gospel Hall at 7.00 p.m. H. 
Bell. 
Preston: Ashton, Brookhouse Evangelical 
Chapel, 179 Eldon Street at 7.00 p,m. E. 
Jaminson. 

Westcliff-on-Sea: Gospel Hall, Carlton 
Avenue at 7.30 p.m. A. Cundick. 
Netherfield: Gospel Hall. Victoria Road at 
7.15 p.m. A. Maunder. 

DECEMBER 10 

Leicester: York Street Gospel Hall. off Granby 
Street at 7.30 p.m. C. Roberts. 

Ely: Gospel Hall, Ship Lane at 7.30 p.m. E. 
Parmenter. 
Bury St. Edmunds: Lancaster Hall, Tollgate 
Lane at 7.30 p.m. A Leckie. Mr. Leckie 
continues in Ministry, Monday to Thursday at 
7.30 p.m. 

Caine: Gospel Hall at 7.30 p.m. P. Brandon. 

North Wembley: Uxendon Hall, Elmstead 
Avenue at 7.00 p.m. A.C. Gooding. 

DECEMBER 17 

Bermondsey: London, Gospel Hall, 97 St. 
James·s Road at 7.00 p.m. J. Riddle. 
Cheltenham: Bethany Gospel Hall, Newton 
Road, Hesters Way at 7.30 p.m. A. Renshaw. 
Mitcham Junction: Gospel Hall. Percy Road 
at 7.00 p.m. T.W. Proffitt. 

PERSONALIA 

Dundee: Meadowside Gospel Hall, 2 Euclid 
Crescent, Dundee (situated in the city centre). 
The assembly extends a warm welcome to 
students studying in Dundee. We strive to 
maintain a warm christian fellowship, a 
sound teaching ministry, and an active 
evangelistic effort. 
Carson McDowell, correspondent for Clonkeen 
Gospel Hall, should now be addressed to 
'The Birches", 13 Orchard Green, Randals­
town, Co. Antrim, BT41 3EQ. Telephone 
(08494) 72436. 
Mr. R.H. Fulcher should now be addressed at 
Cherith Cottage, 6 Old Hell Road, Bridgewater 
Park. Skellow, Doncaster. Telephone 0302· 
723570. 
All correspondence for Douglas Gospel Hall 



to Mr. W. Fell, Pork View, Springhill Road, 
Douglas, Lanark, ML 11 OQY. 
SHIELDS ROAD GOSPEL HAU, FLEMING­
TON, MOTHERWELL-HALL CARETAKER 
REQUIRED. This position requires someone 
to undertake the normal duties of cleaning, 
hooting end attending to ell things pertaining 
to Assembly gatherings. Further information 
can be given to anyone interested. Good 
remuneration will be given which includes e 
large cottage rent free attached to the Hall 
building. Anyone interested please contact 
Mr. J. Gillespie, 37 Kirknethan, Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire, ML2 OBU or phone Wishaw 
0698 357595. 
Londonderry: The assembly which formerly 
met in the Gospel Hall, Northland Road, now 
meets in the Gospel Hall, Lapwing Way, 
Waterside, Londonderry. The Correspondent 
is Mr. R. Hanna. 1 Avondale Avenue, 
Londonderry, Tel. 45558. 
Tarbolton: All correspondence for the Gospel 
Hall should now be addressed to Mr. Maurice 
Harrison. Scoutts Farm, Tarbolton, Ayrshire 
KA5 5NQ. Tel. Tarbolton 541218. 
Wanted-To buy/borrow: "Christian De­
votedness" and "Basis of Christian Fellow­
ship", by Anthony Norris Groves. Please 
contact Mr. Dave Rankin, Middleton House, 
Blackdog, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen.Telephone 
0224 824184. 
Retired pensioner wishes unfurnished 
bedroom. Has his own furniture. Box 23, 
John Ritchie Ltd. 

SIX BOOKS JUST PUBLISHED 

Missionaries from Ireland 
Now with the lord 

by J.G. Hutchinson 
£6.95 + P&P £1.05 

The Pioneer Series 

Samuel Blow ........... £3.95 
James Campbell ........ £3.95 
Alexander Marshall ...... £4.55 
James McKendrick ...... £4.95 
William Williams ........ £4.95 

+P&P
All attractive hard back 

From Christian boolcshops 
or the publishers: 

GOSPEL TRACT PUBLICATIONS 

411 Hilfington Road, Glasgow G52 4BL 
Tel: 041-882 4697 

REPORTS 

CO.MONAGHAN 

Clones: Conference was the largest for many 
years. Speakers W.J. Nesbitt. N. Turkington. 
E. Stewart, J. Hutchinson and S. Ferguson.

CO. ANTRIM 

Ballywatermoy: R. Eadie continues wjth an 
encouraging number and interest. 
Ballycastle: The gospel was faithfully 
preached and thousands of gospel tracts 
distributed over the two days of the annual 
Lammas Fair. 
Broughshane: Two weeks of Open Air 
meetings during August in the village. 
covering the various housing estates. were 
conducted by A. Aiken, who also did personal 
visitation, supported well by the christians 
from the assembly. 

Carncullagh: J.G. Hutchinson and A Aiken 
purpose to have gospel meetings during 
November in this outreach hall near 
Stranocum. 

Ballymoney: A.M.S. Gooding expected early 
October for ministry. 

ARMAGH 

Cormeen: T. McNeill and J. Hawthorne in 
gospel effort in portable hall. District well 
visited, and a good number of strangers 
coming in. 

Near Celedon: Gospel effort in portable hall 
commenced middle September in difficult 
border area by J. Hawthorne and T. McNeil!. 
Monaghan: A. McShane had four nights of 
profitable ministry. 
Ardmore Conference: Conference was good. 
and the following speakers took part-A. 
McShane. J. Flynn. S. Ferguson. J. Wishart. 
S. Jennings, E. Fairfield. J. Hutchinson and S.
McBride. Mr. McShane and Mr. Fairfield 
continued for a week of ministry, with large 
numbers and excellent ministry. 
Portadown: T. Bentley had two weeks of 
much appreciated ministry. Large attendance. 

CO. DOWN 

Cro11gar: T. Bentley expected for gospc,I 
meetings In mid October. Prayer valued for 
this needy village. 
Edenderry: Shaw, Bridge. J. Mortin nnd W. 
Jennings commenced In the gospel. Provor 
valued. 



Holywood: H. Androws conducted a series 
of gospel meetings during September, The 
meetings were wall attended with me ny local 
people, almost all as the result of personal 
Invitation from the believers. The meetings 
were of a high standard, with help to preach. 
The assembly has been cheered and uplifted, 
and feel that there will yet be a harvest from 
the good seed sown. 
Knockbracken: The outreach work at 
Carryduff continues amongst the children 
with encouragement and blessing. Reg. Fry 
(Dublin) conducted one week of special 
meetings in September. Good numbers of 
children attended and gave good attention to 
the simple gospel messages. A good number 
of the parents came on the closing Sunday 
afternoon. Prayer for this work would be 
valued. 
Lessens, Near Saintfield: R. Pickering 
commenced gospel meetings on 2nd October 
in this country area. 
Mullafernaghan: Annual Missionary Con­
ference-3rd Sept. Was a time to profit when 
U. Ussher (Venezuela) N. Stewart (Zambia) J.
Kells (Rep. Ireland) and H. Reid (Brazil) gave
interesting reports and challenging words.

CO. FERMANAGH 
Enniskillen: Encouraging numbers of local 
people came to the tent meetings where R. 
Pickering faithfully preached the gospel. 
Currien: Annual Conference, 21st Sept. 
Ministry of the word by D. Kane. J. Hawthorne, 
N. Tinsley, W. Nesbitt,J. Flynn andJ. Martin.

CO. LONDONDERRY & DONEGAL 
Ballymacombs: J. Hawthorne and U. Ussher 
were encouraged when one woman professed 
to be saved at recent tent meetings. 
Usachrin, Nr. G.arvagh: J. Lennox and J. 
Brown are encouraged by the attendance at 
this early stage of their meetings. commenced 
in the gospel hall on 11th SepL 
Coleraine: A McShane was present for one 
week of well attended and appreciated 
ministry on the seven churches of Asia. The 
teaching was practical and was calculated to 
encourage and stimulate assembly witness. 
Limavady: T. Bentley gave two weeks of 
much appreciated teaching on the subject of 
the tabernacle. The oral ministry was 
illustrated by reference to an interesting 
model of the tabernacle and numerous 
charts. A growing interest in the meetings 
was evidenced in the 'upstairs hall' being full 
on the closing night 
Porutewart: G. Hall had one week of 
practical ministry on the life of David. 
Trentagh, near Letterkenny:$. Patterson and 
G. Stewart had seven weeks of meetings In
their portable hall. Above average numbers

nttendod and some nights five or six Roman 
Catholics were to be found among the 
number. 

CO. TYRONE 

Boreagh: G. McKinley and B. Glendinning 
continue in portable hall with good numbers 
attending. 
Cookstown: J. Allen expected for the gospel 
early in October. 
S trabane: E. Wishart continues in the 
gospel. 
Fintona Conference: W.J. Nesbitt, J. Haw­
thorne, S. McBride, S. Wells and U. Ussher 
ministered the word. 

BELFAST & DISTRICT 
Fortwilliam: J.G. Hutchinson continues in 
the gospel. Encouraging numbers of people 
from the area attending. District being well 
visited. 
Glengormley: S. Ferguson and N. Turkington 
continue in tent with sustained interest, two 
having professed faith in Christ and others 
interested. Tent full every night. 
Blackskull, nr. Donacloney: J. Thompson 
and A. Mitchell have just ended nine weeks 
gospel meetings in the canvas tent when two 
young men professed to be saved. Others are 
anxious and for these prayer is valued that 
they too will soon be delivered. 
Cregagh St: Brian Currie and J. Thompson 
commence D.V. in the gospel in Cregagh St. 
Gospel Hall, Belfast. on the 9th Oct. and 
value prayer. 

REPORTS 

NORTH EAST 

Peterhead: The Annual Con,ference was well 
attended, the ministry profitable. John Riddle 
continued into the following week with 
ministry. 
Fraaerburgh: Frank Reid and Dan Gillies 
preached the gospel for three weeks in 
September with some interest shown. 
Unsaved attended nightly and worthwhile 
contacts were made. The children's worlc 
gave encouragement with good attendances. 
We pray that God may give the increase. 
Sandend: John Stubbs ministered profitably 
for one week in September, his subject bei� 
the seven •signs· In John"s Gospel. 



Cullen: As port of tho continued gospel 
outreach work In tho rural town of Keith, two 
weeks of Gospel Meetings were hold In tho 
publlc hall. The meetings were well supponed, 
and unsaved attended nlghtly, although a 
greater response wos hoped for. However, 
the good seed was sown, which, we pray, 
may yet yield a harvest. 
Kingussie: The assembly here is small in 
number, and cut off by distance from 
fellowship with other assemblies, and so 
were encouraged by those who were able to 
join them for their Annual Conference and 
share In profitable ministry. We need to 
remember small companies, who continue to 
witness f aithfutty, under difficult conditions. 
Dundee: Meadowside Gospel Hatt. The 
Ayrshire 'Bible Exhibition' was mounted in 
the above halt for the space of a week at the 
beginning of September. Approximately 120 
people outwith the assembly attended; 
including a number of people who appeared 
to be non-christians. The material in the 
display presented the Word of God in an 
interesting and challenging fashion, and the 
work undenaken in bringing the Holy 
Scriptures before the people in this way 
proved to be a source of encouragement to 
the assembly. 

The Saturday evening monthly ministry 
meetings are coming to a conclusion for the 
current year. and these too in terms of the 
quality of the teaching and the numbers who 
have attended, have proved to be helpful and 
encouraging to the assembly. 

GRAMPIAN 

Dan Gillies has been busy with the Gospel 
Tent during the summer. In July he worked in 
the Deeside village of TARLAND where there 
Is no assembly. In August Dan moved the 
tent down to the Angus seaside town of 
ARBROATH which has an assembly. During 
the three weeks In Arbroath, Dan had the 
help of Frank Lonney from Wales. 

Both Tartand and Arbroath proved to be 
encouraging with a good interest shown in 
the Gospel by both children and parents. 
Around 80 parents and children attended on 
the final night at Arbroath. 

LOTHIANS AND BORDERS 

G. Meikle and R. Marshall have been
engaged in door to door visitation for six
weeks in North Oueensferry, Charleston,
Saltpans and Llmekllns with a view to having
gospel meetings later.
Portpatrlck: The smott Assembly was 
encouraged early September when a young 
lady from the district, saved two months 
earlier, was baptised and received Into 
fellowship. The baptism was In the harbour 
which was lndcod D public toatlmony In tho 
vlllage. 

Gorglo: As reported In a previous l11uo, rho 
young woman who was saved hos now boon 
baptised and received Into f ollowshlp. 

SHELTAND ISLES 

The annual conference at Scalloway wns 
well attended. Challenging ministry was 
given byW. Harrison and F. Statton. Believers 
from the assemblies In Lerwick, Sellvoe and 
Brae gave full suppon to the conference and 
to the week's meetings which followed for 
ministry. Many who were not in fellowship In 
the assemblies attended regularly, and the 
saints were encouraged throughouL 
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WEST MIDLANDS 

Birmingham Northfield: A visit from K. 
Rudge brought some encouraging and hean­
searching ministry from 2 Thessalonians at 
Quarry Lane. All present had much to think 
about. K. Rudge stayed on to give a very clear 
Gospel message to parents and children at 
the Sunday School Prize Giving. 

The assembly has conducted another 
series of special children's meetings, seeing 
a good number present each night. At times 
the work has not been easy, but there have 
been encouragements including the sight of 
some parents who have never been in the 
hall before. The sowing continues, God will 
give the increase. 
Leominster: The assembly held a special 
meeting upon the 55th Anniversary of the 
opening of Brook Hall, although it is one of 
the longest established assemblies in England. 
C. Rees from Gloucester ministered the Word
which gave help and encouragement to the
good number present
Red ditch Batchley Estate: J. Hunter and A. 
Maunder were the speakers at this year's 
Conference. A good time of profitable ministry 
with further help from J. Hunter over the 
following weeknights. 
Birmingham, Perry Common: The father of 
the young lady who died (mentioned In April 
issue), has been saved and baptised. His wife 
and f amity went along to the baptism, and the 
hall was full. It was a time of much rejoicing 
and some of the unsaved were Impressed. 

A woman recently widowed hos been 
attending the meetings, and the saints 
believe she Is now saved. The ossembly Is 
encouraged to see the Lord working amongst 
them. Each Saturday morning there Is a 
special prayer meeting, which has provod 
both a blessing ond benefit. the lord bolng 
ptoosod lo odd to lhe company. 
Dua to lack of apace, aome reports un­
avold■bly carried forward. 



CHRIST 

MR SIDNEY SAWORD, aged 94, on 6th 
September. Mr Saword was born at Croydon, 
England, on 18th March 1894. He was saved 
two weeks before his fifteenth birthday 
through the words of Colosslans 1:14, 'In 
whom we have redemption through His 
blood. even the forgiveness of sins'. The 
family emigrated to Canada in 1912. 
Commended for the work of the Lord by the 
Winnipeg assembly in 1920 he preached for 
a year on the prairies of Canada, and in 1921 
he did Bible coach work in the south of 
England. Returning to Toronto, Canada in 
1922. he met Mr Gordon Johnston of 
Venezuela. and through his influence he left 
for Venezuela the same year, arriving at 
Puerto Cabello in December. In 1926 he 
married Miss Eleanor Christina Scott, a 
qualified nurse helping in the work in 
Venezuela. Their five children are all saved 
and in assembly fellowship, and they had the 
joy of seeing many of their grandchildren 
confess faith in Christ. Mrs Saword, called 
home in 1986, carried on the printing and 
literature work for sixty years in Puerto 
Cabello with her husband. As well as being 
Editor of a magazine and a gospel paper, Mr 
Saword was an able and untiring preacher 
and teacher of the Word. His passing marks 
the end of an era of the Lord's work in 
Venezuela. The youngest son, Jack, serves 
the lord in El Salvador, and Ruth, the widow 
of Joseph W. Turkington, carries on his work 
In Venezuela, ably assisted by her sons. 

MR JOHN McNEIL, on 28th July, aged 79. 
He was saved in 1942, under the influence of 
R. Somerville, and received into fellowship in
Tillicoultry Assembly in September 1942. He 
served the lord faithfully In that Assembly
until 1972 when he moved to Glenrothes. He
worshipped there for 12 years and his
spiritual knowledge and ministry were greatly
appreciated. He was in Port Seton Assembly
for his last three years.

Misa MAY JOHNSTON, on 14th May. 
Saved In 1935 at meetings conducted by the 
late Mr Wm. Rodgers and Mr. George 
Alexander. Formerly in Donegall Road 
Assembly and for the past 45 years in Lower 
Windsor Assembly, Belfast. Our sister was a 
faithful attender at all the Assembly meetings. 
Respected and beloved by all. 

Mrs HELEN MERCER, suddenly on 26th 
June aged 68. Baptised and received Into 
fellowship in Dalkeith Assembly at the age of 
16. ln 1945 moved with her husband to
Dunfermllne followed by 10 years each at

Valleyfield and then Tillicoultry. For the past 
23 years in Dalkeith and Mayfield. She with 
husband Bill worked for over 35 years in 
Children's Work, Youth Work, Senior Citizens 
meetings and other Assembly affairs. Much 
given to hospitality to the Lord's servants. 
Mr WILLIAM WILSON. on 8th May. Saved 
as a young man and baptised. In fellowship 
all his married life in Bellshill Assembly. 
Willie was highly respected and his help in 
building the Orbiston Gospel Hall.and general 
support of the assembly was greatly 
appreciated. Remember his beloved wife In 
prayer. 

Miss C.M. ALLAN (Tina), on 4th Aug�st 
aged 73. saved in early life, she was baptised 
and associated with the Assembly in St. 
Monans. After leaving home to take up a 
nursing career she met with the believers at 
Tooting, London before spending most of her 
active life in India as tutor in the Christian 
Medical College, Ludhiana. Of sterling 
character and given to good works, our sister 
upheld a sincere christian witness wherever 
she went. Our sister latterly resided in 
Summerhill Eventide home, Aberdeen. 

Mr THOMAS GLENDINNING, on 9th 
September aged 88. Our brother was saved 
in 1933 and was in happy fellowship in 
Cregagh Street Assembly since about 1950. 
He was in Canada for a few years, then in 
Adam Street. Our brother was consistent in 
testimony and faithful to the Assembly until 
his illness. His wife and daughter are 
comforted by the blessed hope. 

Mrs !SABELLA PROVAN, on 16th August 
aged 85. Saved at the age of 12 and in 
fellowship with the Assembly at Bethany 
Hall, Paisley, for almost 70 years. Our sister 
was, with her late husband, a most faithful 
member of the Assembly, and their hospitality 
is remembered by many. Her faith and 
courage, which were always evident through­
out her illness, was an example to all. Please 
remember her family in prayer. 

Mrs MARY SINCLAIR, on 2nd August. 
aged 79. Our sister was saved in her late 
teens while attending a series of Gospel 
meetings held on the West side of Shetland 
and has been in happy fellowship In the 
Assembly at Scalloway since its commence­
ment in 1951. She bore a quiet consistent 
testimony and loved the Lord. She will also be 
remembered for her hospitality to the saints 
and for her attentive care for the Lord's 
servants. She Is greatly missed In the 
Assembly and by her husband and family, all 
of whom she hod the joy of seeing saved. 
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Mrs ELIZABETH (Lily) WOODS, on 6th 
September aged 93. A member of the 
Balllnamallard Assembly for 30 years. Her 
funeral service was conducted by J. Kells, 
assisted by E. Stewart and R. Pickering. 

Mr E. ROGERS, suddenly on 19th September 
aged 74. Saved when 18 years after meetings 
In Bessbrook conducted by Mr J. Geddis. Our 
brother for many years was in the Bessbrook 
assembly, of late in the assembly at 
Drumlough. A quiet consistent christian who 
was a help in the work of the Lord. 

Mrs I. WILSON, on 18th September, after a 
long illness, borne with great patience and 
grace. Saved as a young woman. Her 
christian testimony was bright to the closing 
minutes of life. She was in fellowship with 
the assembly at Bethany Hall, Finaghy, 
where she was held in very high esteem. Her 
husband and two sons are in Christ. 

Miss MABEL FLANIGAN, suddenly on 26th 
August. Saved over 62 years ago as a young 
girl, she was for many years in fellowship at 
Oldpark and for the last 8 years at 
Newtonbreda. Our sister loved the fellowship 
of the Lord's people and was a faithful 
attender at all the meetings. She is greatly 
missed. 

Mrs SUSAN MclNTYRE (Susan McNeish), 
on 10th September, aged 95. Saved as a 
young girl under the preaching of Mr. 
Malcolm McDonald in the Gospel Hall. 
Kilwinning, Ayrshire. In 1913. she and her 
husband, Mr David McIntyre, moved to 
Lochore, Fife. for work, where they were in 
fellowship in Bethany Hall. Mr McIntyre for 
53 years until he died in 1966 and Mrs 
McIntyre for well over 70 years. 

Mrs MARV ELIZABETH CRAWFORD, wife 
of Mr. Harry Crawford, Magherafelt, N.I. 
went to be with Christ, after a time of severe 
illness patiently borne, on 25th September. 
Saved in 1922 while attending gospel 
meetinQs house conducted by the late G. 
Gould(Jun.) and the late W. Stevenston. Was 

baptised end received Into fellowship at 
Drumenagh. In fellowship in Ebenezer 
assembly from 1946 to 1984 when she and 
her husband returned to Drumenagh, where 
she remained godly and consistent in life and 
testimony until her homecall. 

Mrs ESTHER CARSWELL, on 30th July, in 
her 92nd year. Was saved over 50 years ago, 
while attending gospel meetings in Banbridge 
Gospel Hall conducted by Mr David Walker of 
Aberdeen. Soon after conversion was received 
into fellowship in Banbridge assembly, and 
continued there until her home-call, con­
sistently and steadfastly, contributing towards 
the assembly testimony. Our beloved sister 
had a special exercise about her family and 
relations, some of these are still unsaved and 
prayer would be greatly valued for these. J. 
Thompson, H. Ward and J. McKeown were 
responsible for the funeral services at home 
and grave-side. 

Mrs MARV ALEXANDER, on 28th July (as 
the result of a motor accident) aged 75. Saved 
over 50 years. Was received into fellowship 
in Donacloney assembly, and in later years in 
Warringstown. Our sister was heavily 
burdened to see her large family and 
relations all saved. Many for whom she 
prayed are still in their sins. and prayer is 
valued. A large company of saved and 
unsaved attended the funeral services. In the 
home J. Thompson and N. Turkington were 
responsible and at the grave-side A. McShane 
and S. Ferguson. 

Mrs ESTHER NEELY.on 28th August, aged 
82. Saved when a girl of 1 3 when attending
gospel meetings near Maghera, conducted
by Mr. S. Whitten. Was received into
fellowship in Tivaconvey assembly and the
last few years was in Coleraine. Her home
was used to accommodate and care for those
who laboured in the gospel. They t)ad three
daughters all saved. The funeral services
which were largely attended were taken by J.
Thompson and J. Lennox in the home and S.
Ferguson and N. Turkington at the grave­
side.

"O Cross that lifteth up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from Thee; 
I lay in life's glory dead, 
And from the ground blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be." 

George Matheson 



MEADOWCROFT 

CHRISTIAN HOTEL 
Storrs Park, Bowness-on-

Windermere, Cumbria 

Enjoy a happy holiday in the 
beautiful English Lake District. 

We welcome individuals, families 
and groups. 

SPECIAL WEEKS 1989 

Missionary Fellowship 
8th-16th April 

16th-23rd September 

Bible Readings 
1 st-8th April 

(Mr S. Emery, Workington) 
14th-21st October 

(Mr AM.S. Gooding, Kilmarnock) 

Further details from: 

MrW. CO ATES 
write or 'phone 09662 3532 

SILVERWELL 

Christian Guest House 

Morecambe 

Every comfort, excellent catering, 
happ)' fellowship. Youth groups 
and parties welcomed. O.A.P. 
reduced May and Oct. Mr & Mrs 
W. Cadzow, 20 West End Road,
LA4 40L Tel: 0524 410532

T■rbolton: "Scoutt's Farm". Bed and Break­
fast in country house, all home baking. also 
mobile home to let. Convenient to Ayr and 
close to local assembly. Mrs J. Harrison. Tel: 
0292 641218. 

6 Berth Static Caravan on quiet Farm site­
Overlooking Pembrokeshire, Near Assembly. 
Within easy reach to Beaches. Phone J. 
Hartridge Ffynnon Wen, Llanboldy, Whitland. 
Dyfed, SA34 ODN. Tel: 099 46257. 

Devon. Pearnom House. New spacious 
comfortable home overlooking sea. Has all 
essentials for your holiday. Details Pearl And 
Norman Cox, Holcombe Rd. Telgnmouth. 
TQ14 SUP. Tel. 06267-3337. 

Mobile Christian Literature Supplies (PA 
Johnston). Specialising in sound Christian 
literature: books, Bibles, Sunday school 
prizes, greetings cards, texts, etc. We will 
call. For an appointment. Tel: Larne 0574 
74256. 
Isle of Wight: Rowanhurst Christian Hotel, 
warm Christian hospitality and fellowship. 
Bedroom teamaking faciliti�s included. Near 
to beaches. walks and transportation. As­
sembly one mile away. Brochure from Peter 
and Eileen Atkinson. 88 Sandown Rd. Lake. 
Sanrlown. P036 9JX. (0903 402664). 
Goo d  Christian books always wanted­
including early "Brethren" writings, bound 
magazines. etc. G. Peek, Rowan Cottage, 
Main Road, Billockby, near Great Yarmouth. 
Norfolk, NR29 3BG. Tel: 049377 752. 

Retired couple anxious to move for family 
reasons nearer to Ayr /Prestwick/T roon area. 
Would consider housing with easy travel to 
such area. Presently have 3-apartmentsemi­
bungalow type council house in select area 
of Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire. Tel: 0346 
26449. 

SHALOM CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

12 WESTBOURNE GROVE 

SCARBOROUGH 

Now open throughout the year 

Bargain Breaks 

1st October-23rd March 1989 

Christmas 

3 nights ................ £95 
4 nights ............... £120 

{including V.A.T.) 

Excellent full-choice menu 
En-suite rooms available 

Peter & Anne Smith 

Tel: 0723 360360 

HOLIDAY IN SKYE 

DUNRINGELL HOTEL 
Kyleakin, Isle of Skye 

Offers the finest of Scottish food, 
comfort and refreshing Christian 
fellowship. Magnificent scenery. 

Contact: 

Mr & Mrs Ian Macpherson 
for colour brochure 

'Phone 0699-4180 



JOHN RITCHIE PUBLICATIONS 
CLASSIC REPRINTS 

BISHOPS, PRIESTS AND DEACONS 
by W. Hoste 

Bishops, priests and deacons! Are these orders and offices, in ecclesiastical circles, 
entitling persons possessing them to perform certain functions denied to other 
Christians? Is it not strange that these titles. obtained from the English versions of 
the Word of God, have taken on meanings which they were never intended to 
convey? 

Mr Haste's excellent book deals with the subject in a clear and lucid fashion. 
Indeed, there are few books in circulation which bring out the teaching of the Word 
of God with such clarity and, as new generations need to be taught, the publishers 
have very wisely decided to issue a reprint of this valuable and essential work from 
the pen of a godly man of the past. 

This volume should occupy the bookshelf of every serious student of the 
Scriptures. 

The new edition is sent forth with the hope that it will be read and considered by a 
wide circle of Christians and that it will be blessed of God. 

PRICE £3.75 POST FREE TILL 31st DECEMBER 

from JOHN RITCHIE LTD 
40 BEANSBURN 

KILMARNOCK KA3 1 RH 

Tel.(0563)36394 
24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 

THE NEW NORTHERN PUBLISHING, BELFAST 

CELEBRATING 

100 YEARS OF BOOKSELLING 

IN ANN STREET 

Sunday school prizes our speciality. Good quality study books of all 
the major publishers. Large stocks of Bibles-Newberry, Schofield 
1917, Oxford, Cambridge, Thompson, Salvation Testaments, etc. 
Loose leaf, interleaved, wide margin all stocked. Christmas cards, 
Choice Gleanings, Joyful News Calendars. Wedding stationery. 
Bible on cassette. Tracts. 

SPECIAL OFFER 

OXFORD WIDE MARGIN 
(black calfskin) 
PRICE £19.91 

Whatever your requirements, we look forward 
to welcoming you to our new 3-floor shop at 

64 ANN STREET, BELFAST, BT1 4EG 
Tel: (0232) 230064. 



JOHN RITCHIE PUBLICATIONS 

OT CHARACTER STUDY SERIES 

NEW PU BL/CATION 

JACOB-FROM SUPPLANTER 

TO PRINCE WITH GOD 
by J.H. Large 

The Author 

Mr Large has spent over sixty years of his life preaching and 

teaching the Word of God in all parts of Great Britain. Fifty­

three of those years were in full time service. He was first 

editor of the magazine Precious Seed continuing in that 

responsibility for seventeen years. 

Summary 

Mr Large has brought to his exposition of the life of Jacob a 

combination of contextual teaching, devotional application 

and careful human yet spiritual insight into the circumstances 

of this great patriarch from the book of Genesis. 

Old and young alike will gain profit from this book which 

follows on quite naturally from the previous volume on 

Abraham by the same author published by John Ritchie Ltd. 

PRICE £4.95 POST FREE TILL 31st DECEMBER 

JOHN RITCHIE LTD 

40 BEANSBURN 

KILMARNOCK KA3 1 RH 

Tel. 0563 36394 

24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 
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CORK 
Southern Ireland 

Annual Conference 
and Bible Reading 

17th to 19th March. 1989 (D.V.) 
Speakers, 
J. Allen

J. Burnett
A. Leckie

Accommodation and other details from 
T.W. Webb, Killountain House, 
lnnishannon, Co. Cork. 

Tel: Cork 0002-775116 (from Ireland) 
010353 21 775116 (from UK) 

Camlough: Christian guest house overlooking 
Carnlough Bay. Open all year round. Central 
heating. etc. Home baking. Christian fellow­
ship. James and Mary Aiken. Bethany Guest 
House, 5 Bay Road Carnlough. Ballymena. 
N.I. Tel: Carnlough 85667.

TORQUAY 

CARY COURT CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

Cary Avenue. Babbacombe 

TQ1 3NQ Tel. 0803 38747 

JOIN US FOR OUR FOURTH YEAR 

• EARLY OR LA TE BREAKS.
• SENIOR CITIZENS" SPECIALS-APRIL

OR OCTOBER.
• CHRISTMAS HOUSE PARTY.
• FULL BOARD SUNDAY.

• BOOK EARLYTO AVOID DISAPPOINT·
MENTS.

Contact: Joy, Bob. Andy or Geoff 
Tucker-S AE or 'phone. 

The Woodlands: 171h century old Stage­
Coach Inn. Quietly situa1ed by Darley Forest 
near Cha1Swor1h and 1he Dales. En-suile 
facilities. games room. swimming pool. 
Tea/coffee in bedrooms. Chris1ian fellowship. 
Open all year. Max. persons 21. Spend your 
New Year with us. Rudi & Brenda Oliver, The 
Woodlands. Flash Lane, Darley Forest. 
Matlock. Derbys, DE4 5LL Tel. 0629 733232. 

PORTRUSH 

RAMONA 

Get away for Christmas and 

Easter. Full board, good fellow-

ship. For special rates, contact: 

R. & F. Metcalf

8 Ramore Avenue 

Portrush 

Tel: (0265) 824734 

BELFAST CHRISTMAS 

CONFERENCE, 1988 

Annual Meeting of Believers to be held 
(God willing) in the Members' Room, 
beside ihe King's Hall. Balmoral. 

TUESDAY 27th DECEMBER 

Bible Reading (1 Cor 10) 
11.00 am to 1.00 pm 

conducted by J. Hunter 

REFRESHMENTS 

Bible Reading (1 Cor 11) 
2.00 pm t.o 4.00 pm 

conducted by W.J. Nesbitt 

REFRESHMENTS 

Ministry of the Word 
5.00 pm to 7 .30 pm 

Further information from: 

G. Harris
304 Cregagh Road 

Belfast BTS 
Tel: (02.321793145 

v by John Ritchie Ltd.. 40 Beansburn. Belit!vm Magazine is published monthl 
Kilmarnock. Scotland. KA3 1 RH. and prin 
Hillington Road. Glasgow. G52 4BL AJI cor 
should be forwarded to the Editors. c/o Mr 
address). All other matters. Including notices 
changes of address and subscriptions shoul 

red by Gospel Tract Publications. 411 
resp0ndence relating to editorial matters 
F.E. Stallan. at John Ritchie Ltd. (above 
of meetings. advonislng, obituary notices, 
d be addressed to lhe Publishers. 



He shall judge thy people with 
righteousness (Psa 72:2). The 
closing verse of this Psalm makes 
clear that the writer, David, is really 
engaging in prayer. He is making 
request to God for his own son 
Solomon and it is evident that he 
desired that the kingdom would 
prosper under the hand of his 
successor and that righteousness 
would in particular characterise his 
reign. 

It is equally clear that the Holy 
Spirit had a far greater than Solomon 
in mind in inspiring these words, 
which describe in some detail the 
coming millennial kingdom when 
our Lord Jesus Christ will reign on 
earth as He sits upon "the throne of 
his father David" (Luke 1 :32). 

The first four verses describe in 
some detail the righteousness of 
that coming day. Such will not be 
man inspired but from, and of, God 
Himself (v.1 ). The effects of this will 
reach to all the people in general 
and in particular to the poor, and 
even the children of the needy will 
benefit. The world of our day cries 
out for righteousness and righteous 
dealings. The cries of many who 
have been defrauded, have entered 
so often into the ears of Him who is 
the "Lord of Sabaoth" (Jam 5:4). 
Only when He, who loves righteous­
ness, reigns will there be a just and 
fair administration. 

Although the local assembly is a 
sphere where divine administration 
should operate, there is, on occasion, 
in our day the awful situation where 
those to whom God has committed 
rule, have neglected to be absolutely 
righteous and just in their dealings. 
The ministry of Paul to Timothy 

makes clear that in assembly life no 
activity should be in the spirit of 
'partiality' (1 Tim 5:21 ). Such advice 
is couched within a context where 
on the one hand practical matters 
are to be decided which relate to the 
administration of gift to those who 
are in need, and on the other where 
the recognition of elders is in view. 
The practical help to widows is 
based on clear criteria which are 
listed in the chapter, and likewise 
elders are not men upon whom 
hands are to be placed 'suddenly' (1 
Tim 5:22) but are recognised in light 
of the lives they live and the way in 
which they manifest the qualifica­
tions listed. It is thus the divine plan 
that the assembly should be a place 
where the highest of principles 
should operate. 

Elsewhere David had made a 
similar statement regarding rule 
and his words should apply to all NT 
overseers "He that ruleth over men 
must be just, ruling in the fear of 
God, And he shall be as the light of 
the morning, when the sun riseth, 
even a morning without clouds; as 
the tender grass springing out of the 
earth by clear shining after rain" (1 
Sam 23:3-4). Each NT assembly will 
be a happy and holy place where 
those who take the lead, do so in the 
fear of God. Such will not look over 
their shoulder to others when 
considering important issues. 

The beautiful psalm alluded to, 
shows that the coming reign will not 
only be righteous, but also compas­
·sionate (w.12-14). Those who have
been the recipients of just and true
dealings will also appreciate the
tender compassion of caring shep­
herds. The king who wrote the
psalm had much experience in
caring for sheep. The lesson is clear,
all true shepherds will feed and
tenderly care for the flock.

J.R.B. 



David the Beloved 

by J.E. Todd 

ITTAI 

As David fled from Jerusalem, lttai, 
the Philistine captain of h� bodyguard, 
remained loyal to him (2 Sam 15: 19-
22}. Even though, as David pointed 
out to him, as a foreigner he was not 
required to shoulder such responsibilities 
in the circumstances. Yet Ittai's reply 
was, "As the Lord liveth, and as my 
lord liveth, surely in what place my 
lord the king shall be, whether in death 
or in life, even there also will thy 
servant be" (v.21). Are we willing, in 
times of difficulty in the Lord's church, 
to shoulder responsibilities out of love 
for Him? Responsibilities of which it 
could be said, .. Don't bother yourself, 
you are not responsible for this". Alas, 
so many Christians fail in their own 
responsibilities to the Lord in His 
church, let alone shoulder extra respon­
sibilities in times of difficulty. We 
should be loyal beyond the call of duty. 

HUSHAI 

H ushai the Archite was a government 
minister and a personal friend of 
David (2 Sam 15:37). He was given the 
difficult and dangerous task of being 
the head of David's secret service 
during the period of A bsalom 's rebellion 
(15:32-37). Hushai was to return to 
Jerusalem and become a minister in 
Absalom's revolutionary government. 
His task was to frustrate the advice of 
Ahithophel, Absalom's chief adviser; 
also to pass out information to David. 

This assignment called for an unusual 
degree of loyalty. We serve our absent 
Lord in the hostile environment of this 
world, which is in a state of rebellion 
against God. Can the Lord trust in our 
loyalty to Him as David could trust in 
the loyalty of his friend Hushai? "Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you .. (John 15: 14). 

BARZILLAI AND HIS FRIENDS 

Barzillai was a very rich man (2 Sam 
19:32). All his wealth was at David's 
disposal when he needed it (2 Sam 
17:27-29). Are all our possessions and 
talents at the Lord's disposal with such 
a willing spirit? Our time ( our most 
important possession in this all too 
busy age), our wealth, our energy, our 
sympathetic understanding, our all. 
Barzill�i was not interested in reward 
(2 Sam 19:31-37), he was content with 
David's blessing, "The king kissed 
BarziJlai, and blessed him" (v.39). Are 
we prepared to serve the Lord with all 
we have and are, without desire for 
personal advantage? Content just to 

1 

please the Lord and receive His 
blessing, "Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant" (Matt 25:21). 

JOSHEB-BASSNEBETH, 
ELEAZAR AND SHAMMAH 

Such was the devotion of these three 
army officers to David their commandcr, 
that they reacted with zea� not only to 
his commands, but even to his slightest 



desires (2 Sam 23:8-17. RV). Docs our 
devotion to the Lord reveal itself in 
such swift reaction? With what reluctant 
steps we sometimes obey His commands, 
but what of the merest hints in our 
Lord's teaching? "And David longed 
and said, Oh that one would give me 
drink of the water of the well of 
Bethlehem, which is by the gate!" 
(v.15). Only a cup of cold water, but 
they risked all to satisfy David's desire, 
.. The three mighty men brake through 
the host of the Philistines" (v.16). Do 
we with such eagerness, even at such 
risk to ourselves, seek ways in which 
we can express our love to the Lord? .. I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: ... 
Lord, when saw we thee ... thirsty, and 
gave they drink? ... as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me" 
(Matt 25:35-40). 

ARAUNAH 

David wanted to buy the threshing 
floor of Araunah to build an altar, to 
sacrifice to the Lord, to stay the plague 
in Israel (2 Sam 24: 18-25). Such was 
Araunah's devotion to his king, not 
only would he freely give the threshing 
floor, but also the oxen for the sacrifice 
and the threshing sledges and the yokes 
as the fuel! But David would not be a 
debtor, so he paid Araunah handsomely. 
Are we as generous in our devotion 
and giving to the Lord, "For God 
loveth a cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:7). But 
the Lord will not remain our debtor. 
.. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
a.nd his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you" (Matt
6:33).

The Lord Jesus said, 
.. Lovcst thou me?" 
.. Lovcst thou me?" 
.. Lovest thou me?" 

(John 21: IS, 16 and 17). 

BOOKSg 

Preach for a Year by Roger Campbell; 
published by Kregel Publications; available 
from John Ritchie ltd. 

Not all preachers consult books of sermon 
outlines. but to those who do this selection of 
104 from the pen of a present-day preacher 
will prove helpful. The outlines are from the 
pen of a man who has written seventeen 
books on various biblical themes. 

Each of the outlines comprises three 
sections: an introduction to get the listener's 
attention, the 'body' of the sermon usually in 
alliterated form and a conclusion when the 
import of the theme is applied to saint or 
sinner. 

The selection given is wide-ranging from 
Genesis to Revelation and across a wide 
spectrum of topics. Perhaps the most mem­
orable part of the book is the number of 'one­
liners' -short, pithy statements from Luther, 
Calvin, J.C. Ryle, Campbell Morgan, etc. 
However, here and there Campbell mentions 
a name or a reference which the reviewer 
could not be certain every reader would 
grasp. For example how many would under­
stand this section of one outline: 

"a. In 1896 William Jennings Bryan. an 
alternate delegate, became a can­
didate. 

b. Patrick Henry's cry ... "7

Like all Kregel paperbacks this book. Is 
attractively produced In many wuys the 
attractiveness goes beyond binding and 
typef uce and many readers will find a 
measure of fresh insight Into familiar thomctt 
llke the Prodigal Son. the Danger of th• 
Tongue and the Woman of Great Faith. 

T.W. 



Studies in Genesis 

by David Hands 

The Sevtnth Day (2:1-3) 
The Scriptures were divided into 

chapters by Cardinal Hugh de St. Cher 
in 1244, and whilst the chapter-and­
verse divisions are an excellent and 
indispensable reference system they are 
not inspired and do not necessarily 
indicate the natural divisions of the 
various books. The first three verses of 
ch.2 properly belong to ch. I and are a 
fitting conclusion to it. 

The host of heaven refers to the stars 
(Deut 4: I 9; I 7:3) and also to the angels 
(I Kings 22: 19; Isa 24:21; Ps 148:2), the 
host of the earth refers to man and all 
the varied forms of animal life. God's 
work in heaven and earth was finished 
not as might have been expected on the 
sixth day but on the seventh. The work 
was finished on the seventh day 
because the completion comprised 
God's rest and His blessing of the 
seventh day. 

The six preceding days were ordinary 
days of twenty-four hours duration 
and there is no reason to suppose that 
this seventh day is any different. This is 
confirmed by the references to this day 
as the foundation of the Jewish 
Sabbath (Exod 20:11; 31:17). On this 
day God rested from the work which 
He had made and He blessed the 
seventh day and set it apart. 

A rest one day in seven is of value to 
the body because the body is part of 
this present creation, but that argument 
leaves God out of the picture. There 
may have been traditions of a day of 
rest between Adam and Moses, but as 
a religious observance it was imposed 

upon the Jewish nation, and no other 
nation or group, in the law of Moses; 
and as a religious observance, a sharing 
of God's creatorial rest, it could only be 
the seventh day. 

The Sabbath was an expression of 
God's care for the Jews, it was made 
for man not man for the Sabbath 
(Mark 2:27). It was also an indication 
that that nation had been set apart by 
God. There is a further significance. 
The law was given to show the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin (Rom 7: 13), 
it made the trespass abound (Rom 
5:20), and it made those who were 
under it transgressors (Rom 4: 15). 
Following the fall of Adam, rest for the 
old creation was no longer possible; the 
Sabbath, therefore, being an essential 
part of that law which was destined to 
convince of sin and of the need for 
salvation, must point to something 
better to come. 

Satan fell before the work of the six 
days began; in fact his fall made that 
work necessary. Thus sin had entered 
into creation before the fall of Adam 
and there could be no permal'\.ent rest 
until sin had been eradicated and its 
effects reversed. The work of the six 
days was the first stage in that process 
and God not only rested from His 
work on the seventh day, but was also 
refreshed (Exod 31: 17) as He rejoiced 
in what He had done. The rest of the 
seventh day must therefore point to the 
permanent rest which this earth will 
enjoy during the millenniu� the 
fulness of times, when all things in 
heaven and on earth will be headed up 



in Christ (Eph I: 10); this rest is 
permanent because the millennium 
merges into the eternal day of God 
when the last enemy is destroyed ( 1 
Cor 15:24-28). 

There is no mention of evening and 
morning in connection with the seventh 
day because this day points to the time 
when God's light shines unhindered. In 
the millennium there will be morning 
burnt offerings but no evening burnt 
offerings (Ezek 46: 13-15); the sun of 
righteousness will have arisen (Mal 
4:2). 

The first man was created on the 
sixth day; the second Man died on the 
sixth day, and also on the sixth day He 
ascended into heaven. On the seventh 
day God rested; on the seventh day the 
second Man rested, His work completed. 
On the first day of the week God said, 
.. Let there be light"; on the first day of 
the week He raised the last Adam from 

the dead; on the first day of the week 
the Holy Spirit was given and the 
Church was formed; "This is the day 
which the LORD hath made; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it" (Ps 118:24). 
With the fall of Adam rest for God and 
for creation was no longer possible, but 
God's purposes for creation will be 
brought to fruition in virtue of the 
resurrection. Believers during this 
present age are part of a new creation 
(2 Cor Sz 17), and experience in their 
own lives the resurrection power of 
God (Eph 1: 19fO. Therefore, we rejoice 
in the first day of the week, the day of 
resurrection, and for us the Sabbath as 
a religious observance has no meaning. 

In six days God made the earth and 
this is emphasized again in these final 
verses. ''Made" is used twice in v.2 with 
reference tQ the work of the previous 
six days, and the phrase at the end of 
v.3, literally .. created to make", is a
summary of the whole of ch. I.

JESUS CHRIST-THE SAME 

(Heb 13:8) 

'Tis Jesus Christ, the man, unique, alone, 
Past, present, future o'er the mind may range, 
Age succeeds age, scenes changing all around, 
Still He remains, He only knows no change. 

The countless ages of eternity 
Roll on, but time His glories ne'er can dim. 
"Yesrerday", untarnished, by us not seen, 
Changeless, reflecting the Light that is Him. 

"Today", has dawned a day that ne'er shall end, 
He fills it full with blessing, 'tis His day, 
God has come down with men on earth to dwell 
And He, the Same, o'er every heart holds sway. 

For ever, sin and death by Him removed, 
And then, completed all for which He came, 
He comes to take us home with Him to dwell, 
For ever then to know Him as the Same. 

Edward Robinson. Exmouth 



Bearing the Cross 

by J. Heading, Aberystwyth 

The Case of Simon of Cyrene. In Matt 
27:32, we read of the Lord being led 
away to be crucified, "they found a 
man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him 
they compelled to bear his cross". 
Mark 15:21 adds that Simon was 
"coming out of the country", and that 
he was the father of "Alexander and 
Rufus". Luke 23:26adds to the picture, 
"that he might bear it after Jesus". But 
John provides the information that "he 
bearing his cross went forth into a 
place called the place of a skull" (John 
19:17). 

It was necessary to go outside 
Jerusalem; death had to be "without 
the camp" (Num 15:35). The Lord 
Jesus had suffered scourging by PiJate 
at His trial, a cruelty that minimised 
physicaJ strength and which sometimes 
caused the victim to die. The Saviour 
comenccd carryng His cross (namely, 
the cross-piece, not the whole structure). 
until the soldiers compelled another to 
bear it for Him. 

The feast of the Passover was one of 
the feasts at which all Jewish males 
were supposed to be in Jerusalem, "the 
place which the Lord thy God shall 
choose" (Deut 16:6). For some, a long 
journey was necessary, and it appears 
that Simon of Cyrene was late in 
arriving, and was about to. enter 
Jerusalem just as the proccssiQn started 
out on the short jj)urney to Golgotha. 

As far as the soldiers were concerned, it 
was but a coincidence that Simon was 
chosen, but as far as God was 
concerned, it must have been a special 
divine choice for this man to perform 
the holy duty of carrying the cross after 
the Lord. The Lord submitted to His 
physical weakness, for a miraculous 
demonstration of divine power to 
overcome physical weakness would 
have been quite out of place at that 
time. Simon therefore had the privilege 
of carrying something that the Lord 
could not carry. What a story Simon 
would have to tell his two sons 
Alexander and Ruf us afterwards! This 
son Ruf us may well be the man to 
whom Paul sent greetings in Rome 
(Rom 16:13), in which case Rufus' 
mother (namely, Simon's wife) had 
once acted as a mother to Paul. 

The Case of the Lord Jesus. Simon was 
able to do something for the Lord, but 
the Lord was able to do something for 
Simon and for all believers that they 
could never do for themselves. In the 
ceremony of the day of atonement, the 
iniquities and transgre�ions of the 
chiJdren of Israel were confessed over 
the live goat, .. putting them upon the 
head of the goat ... and the goat shall 
bear upon him all the iniquities unto a 
land not inhabited" (Lev 16:21-22). 
The prophet Isaiah took this up as 
relating to the Lord Jesus. "'Surely be 
hath borne our gricf s. and carried our 
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sorrows ... the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all ... he bare the sin 
of many!" (Isa 53:4,6, 12). This was 
infinitely more than carrying part of a 
crQss! Certainly in His lifetime He had 
experienced sorrow as He witnessed 
and foreknew the sufferings of others 
(John 11 :35; Luke 19:41 ); this is 
referred to in Matt 8: 17. But the 
prophet is speaking more particularly 
of the time of His death. What did the 
Lord Jesus bear? The apostle Peter 
refers directly to thjs when he writes, 
.. who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree" (1 Pet 2:24). 
Here is the basis of our salvation, a 
work in which we had no part; none 
could even help the Lord Jesus as He 
passed through that dark night. He 
carried the burden of sin and judgment 
alone, and came through victorious in 
resurrection. 

The Case of the Lord's Disciples. The 
Lord taught, "he that taketh not his 
cross, and followeth after me, is not 
worthy of me. He that findeth his life 
shalJ lose it: and he that loseth his life 
for my sake shalJ find it" (Matt 10:3 8-
39; 16:24-25). The Lord moulded His 
parables and word-pictures around the 
common events of the time, and 
crucifixions of criminals were not 
uncommon at that time under Roman 
jurisdiction. The disciples would 
associate the Lord's words with the 
Roman method of putting criminals to 
death. For the Lord was not referring 

• to the trials and suffering of everyday
life and service which today are often
referred to as .. a cross" even in secular
language. Rather, the taking up of a
cross was to go forth to execution-it
implied death to the one taking it up.
Herein Hes the basis of falthf ul disiplc­
shjp, ll is necessary to lose one's life
nnd its advantnges, so ns to find It on
the other side, namely the new lif c in

Christ. For the old and the new do not 
mix in true discipleship. 

Paul knew this great truth, both 
practically and doctrinally. In Gal 2:20 
he wrote, .. I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me". In other words, Paul 
reckoned that he had taken up his 
cross, and had followed the Lord to the 
place of a skull. He had no eyes for the 
two malefactors also crucified there; he 
was worse than they as the chief est of 
sinners, and the taking up of his cross 
led Paul to believe that he had been 
crucified with Christ. He was therefore 

. able to partake by faith in the life of 
Christ. Thus the old nature had gone; 
his previous religious experiences had 
been destroyed as worthless, and he 
was "dead to the law" so that he might 
"live unto God". Herc is true mstjpleship; 
the things of religious advantage 
according to the flesh being "counted 

, loss for Christ" (Phil 3:7). 

Doctrinally, Paul expounded this in 
Rom 6:2-14, where baptism is an 
outward manifestation of a deep spiritual 
reality within. "If we be dead with 

i Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with him" (v.8). Thus folJowing the 

' Lord leads us to death and life with 
Him. The affections directed to family 
relationships, to one's own life, and to 
personal possessions must be replaced 
in spirituality and in intensity by 
affection to l-lim (Luke 14:26,33). We 
then follow the One who first loved us 

, and gave Himself for us. Otherwise, 
, the Lord says, .. he cannot be my 
disciple". May we aJt hnve taken up our 
cross, so as to find fellowship on the 
other side of death, as those who are 
now the true disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. He then mnkes the gracious 
dcclnration, .. then 11rc ye my disciples 

• indeed" (John 8:31).



By the late W.J. McClure, California

John Mark

His Failure and His Recovery 

In recording brief notices of the lives 
of His servants in His Word, God had 
our good in view. Each life has its 
lessons for us, of profit and blessing. 
The first time we meet the name of 
John Mark in the Word, is in Acts 
12: 12, where we find his mother's 
house as the place "where many were 
gathered together praying". The mention 
of his mother's house in this connection, 
is suggestive. We are not surprised at 
God honouring her by calling her son 
into His blessed service. Would to God 
that there were many mothers who 
were so distinguished in these days! We 
might first glance at his name. Scripture 
names have their own significance. 
John means "The gift, or grace of 
Godw. It may remind us how alJ was of 
grace. Grace reached him as a lost 
sinner, and saved him, and it was grace 
that gave him the honour of serving the 
Lord Jesus. Mark means "polite". "Be 
courteous", ( I Pet 3:8), is an injunction 
which applies to every child pf God. 
How important that it should be 
heeded by all who would serve the 
1,.ord, either in His Gospel or among 
His people.. Such should ever be 
faithful, but never rude. In 2 Tim 2":24-
25 we read, "The servant of the Lord 
must not strive, but be gentle to all 

men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness 
instructing those that oppose them­
selves". In the words "gentle, patient, 
meek" we are reminded of the graces 
seen in God's perfect Servant, our 
Lord Jesus. There is a true heavenly 
polish, found in many who never 
moved in polite society, and which 
could never be acquired there. It can 
only be acquired by walking with God. 
In Acts 12:25 we see John Mark 
starting out, as it were, on his trial trip. 
Barnabas and Saul take him with 
them. What a mercy it would be for 
many a young man who goes forth in 
the Lord's work, if he had the fellowship 
and counsel of experienced and godly 
men for a time, instead of being alone, _ 
or, what is worse, with one who lacks 
the true evangelist's spirit, has no 
ambition to break up new ground, and 
is without confidence in God, for the 
supply of his temporal need in places 
where there is no assembly of believers. 
The second notice we get of John 
Mark is in ch.13:5, where Barnabas 
and Saul "had also John to their 
minister". The word "minister" here 
means "an under-rower", one who 
assists, and indicates a position like 
that of Elisha in 2 Kin� 3: 11, who 
"poured water on the hands of Elijah". 
Thus John Mark had a lowly service, 
not calculated to puff him up. It is 
good to have grace to fill such a sphere. 
Ch.13:13 gives us his breakdown, 
whfoh was the cause of a very sorrowful 
hnppening ... John departing from them. 



returned to Jerusalem", One con easily Into the poth of service? In any case, 
conjecture whnt wns the matter. The Pnul, and Silos his new co-worker, arc 
halo that in his view surrounded the recommended by the brethren to the 
path of the servant of God mny have grace of God, while Barnabas and 
g·onc. He hns now had some experience Mark go to Cyprus. What an amount 
of the ••nfllictions of the Gospel", as he of sorrow God's people might have 
moved about with those who had ''no been spared, had they always acted as 
certain dwelling place", often doubtless the Christians and assemblies did in the 
wearied, hung

r
y, homeless. It is little days of Acts 15. Sides were not taken. 

wonder that he yielded to the temptation It was not considered necessary to 
to return to a comfortable home. He decide which of the two they were to 
may have felt a measure of disappoint- have fellowship with, and refuse the 
ment in not having had a more other. It was not a matter in which they 
prominent place in the work of the were called to act at all. If they had, it 
Lord. But whatever the cause, the would probably have made a permanent 
"root" of the matter was evidently in breach. As it was, the trouble was soon 
John Mark himself, as we shortly healed. We gather from I Cor 9:6, 
learn, when Paul and Barnabas are which was written some seven years 
about to start out on another trip. In later, that these two dear servants of 
ch.15:37-39 we read: "Barnabas deter- Christ are once more working together 
mined to take with them John, whose I as yoke-fellows. What about the one
surname was Mark. But Paul thought who was the cause of the temporary 
not good to take him with them, who break in their fellowship'? Paul, in 
departed from them, from Pamphylia, writing to the Colossians (ch.4: 10),

and went not with them to the work. says, "Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas� 
And the contention was so sharp touching whom ye received command­
between them, that they departed ments, if he come unto you receive 
asunder from one another". No doubt him". Some twelve years had passed 
they both regretted such an issue in since the trouble between Paul and 
after days. It was the failure of good Barnabas, his uncle, over him. He had 
men in a matter of personal judgment. in the meantime commended himself. 
The word "determined" is too severe, When Paul wrote to Philemon from 
and puts Barnabas, we think, in an Rome, one of those who join in the 
unfair light. It is rendered "proposed", salutation is Marcus (v.24). Surely this 
and Dr. Young gives the meaning of it speaks volumes. The man who ran 
as "to take counsel". But Paul, who away, is now in the thick of the fight. 
was so real and whole-hearted himself, Who would have thought it? Of him it 
thought that one who appeared to is surely true, "Out of weakness, made 
shirk the work, would only be a strong". When we come to Paul's last 
hindrance to them, and was as strong epistle (2 Tim 4: 11) we read: "Take 
in opposing John Mark's going with Mark and bring him with thee, for he is 
them again, as Barnabas was to have profitable unto me for the ministry ... 
him. Possibly Barnabas, because of his Mark has made real progress. He has 
relationship to John Mar� may have rolJcd away his reproach. Paul has 
wanted to give him another chance, or learned his worth, and now the aged 
had he seen some exercise of heart on warrior misses him, while he hns been 
his part, that Paul had not known, ond away from Rome. It is beautiful to 
so was more ready to help him buck mark the grucc of God ns here 



manifested in Paul. Although he had 
formed a decided judgment about 
John Mark, he will not always stick to 
it, regardless of what changes might 
take place in him and his ways. Yet 
often this had been the case among 
those who seek to serve a common 
Master! Paul's sympathetic references 
to both Barnabas and John Mark tell, 
how thoroughly the past had been 
forgotten. One thing more about John 
Mark. When God is giving us, as one 

'6The Present Distress" 

by Charles Pollard, lnverurie 

It is understood that a report was 
presented at the Church of Scotland 
Assembly to the effect that the .. christian 
brethren" had agreed to have an 
interest in ecumenical exercise of that 
body. We arc not concerned as to how 
such a report could be given and 
probably will never know. The essential 
factor is that assemblies do not and 
ca,1not associate themselves with such 
arrangements. The condemnation 
presented in Holy Writ relative to these 
questions is sufficient: .. Come out from 
among them and be ye separate saith 
the Lord" (2 Cor 6: 17) has to be 
obeyed. 

Al the same time young believers 
and others need instruction for we live 
in perilous times. The assemblies in the 
UK encounter great and grave problems. 
Indeed the present conditions and 
trends give rise to deep and anxious 
thought. Where are the men and 

of His four Gospels, one whose special 
subject is to present the perfect Servant, 
the only One who never failed, to 
whom does He give this great honour? 
Of all those whom he might use, He 
chooses John Mark. Beaut if ut grace! 
The servant who had failed but was 
restored, is used by the Father to write 
the wonderful record of the Servant 
who never turned back, but who 
always did those things which were 
pleasing in His sight. 

women holding strong yet scriptural 
convictions? Conviction is needed­
not legalism which is prevalent and 
produces only unscriptural extremes. 
Equally the other end of the scale, the 
disregard for scriptural order is 
advancing at an alarming rate. Young 
believers are particularly attracted to 
such activities. A late and esteemed 
brother stated assemblies were jaded. 
That being the case, can spirituality be 
manufactured? The result would be the 
flesh becoming prominent. Lack of 
reverence would be encountered and 
finally the end result would be "No 
king in Israel ... every man doing what 
is right in his own eyes" (Jud 21:25). 

May God give us sanctified balance. 
May we be true to the word and shun 
everything that is not of and for God. 
We need to turn unreservedly �To the 
word and to the tcstiinony ... " (Isa 
8:20; Acts 2:42). 



The Number Three 

by D. Taylor, Klrknewton 

The Bible has a lot to say about 
numbers. In the tabernacle we get very 
precise measurements. All the vessels 
of the sanctuary had to be made the 
exact size given by God to Moses. 
When it came to weights and measures, 
we are told that an unjust weight was 
an abomination to the Lord. The cubit 
and the span. the shekel and half shekel 
and the gerah. no doubt were well 
understood. In the world of nature, 
trees and flowers do not grow indepen­
dent of order. Buds and leaves, petals 
and stamens all have exact order. 
When speaking of the seed that fell in 
to good ground. our Lord said it 
brought forth some 30 fold, some 60 
fold and some I 00 fold. He never 
mentioned an odd number. Such seeds 
produce only even numbers. The six­
ray pattern of the snow-flake is well 
known and although there is infinite 
variety in the flakes, they are all on a 
six-ray pattern. Since God is a God of 
order in creation. we are encouraged to 
think numbers have a significance in 
the Bible. We are going to think of the 
number three, and I want to suggest it 
indicates comple1eness. 

l. Comple1eness of Time
All time is summed up in past,
present and future. and as christians
we race time in its completeness
with confidence. In Romans S: I. we
read .. Being justified by faith we
have peace with God". that covers
our past. Then "Who brought us
into this grace wherein we stand",
that has to do with our present.
Then ·we rejoice in the hope of the
glory of God ... that has to do with
our future.

2. Man in his Comple1eness
Man is summed up as having. body,
soul and spirit. His spirit puts Him
in touch with God. his soul in touch
with his fellow-men and his body in
touch with the earth around. In I
Thess 5:23 the apostle says, .. I pray
God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ". The believer·s blessing covers
his complete being. He has had a
spiritual birth and is reconciled to
God. About the soul we read in Heb
10:39, "'We are ... of them who
believe to the saving of the soul".
About the body we will have an
immortal body when the Lord
comes.

3. Completeness of Human Capabilities
These are summed up in thought,
word and deed. In Psa 139: 1-13 our
thoughts, words and ways arc well
known to God. \Vhen a man is
converted there is a change in his
thoughts, words and deeds. He
learns to think God's thoughts, his
speech is marked by grace and he
walks in the ways of the Lord. Our
complete capabilities are changed
and blessed by God.

4. The Comp/e1e11ess of 1/re Godhead·
In the Godhead there are Father.
Son and Holy Spirit. nnd the
complete Godhend is engaged in
our salvation. God plnnned salvation
in eternity past, the Lord Jesus
bought it. by His death on the cross
and the Holy Spirit wrought it. so
that we enjoy, .. The grncc of our
Lord Jesus Christ. the Love of God
nnd the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit".



S. Tile Comple,�nt·.u of Divine .11 ttri­
butcs
They arc Omnipotence, Omniscience
and Omnipresence. Being all-power-

The Devil is a conquered foe. 
Greater is He that is in us than he 
that is in the world and if we walk in 
the spirit we will overcome the flesh. 

ful He is able to keep us from
falling. Having all knowledge He is 8.
able lo plan our way and being in all 
places at ()ne lime, we may have His 
presence with us every day. 

The Completeness of the Kingdoms 
of Earth 
They are mineral, vegetable and 
animal. All these will be blessed 
through the redeeming work of 
Christ. 6. The Completeness of Christs Offices

He is spoken of as Pt..ophet, Priest •
and King. As prophet He told us the, 9.
secrets of God. As priest He is able

The Completene�s of the Universe 
Again this is summed up in three 
words, Heaven, Earth and Hell. In 
Rev 5 we read, "Every creature 
which is in heaven, and on earth, 
and under the earth ... heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever". 

to succour, strengthen and to sym­
pathise with His own. As King He is
coming to earth again to reign in
righteousness.

7. 111e Completeness of Evil
Here we have a trinity of ev� The
World� The Flesh, and The Devil.

Behold The Man 

Tune: Almsgiving 8.8,8.4 

Beside the mighty city wall 
There stood a Man with sword i11 hand, 
The Prince, the Captain, Lord of all.I 
Behold the Man! 

l. 

"Come, sec a Man .. sat by a well, 
The Lord, the Christ, the very God,2 

Who gives the Spirit to indwcU,J 
Behold the Man! 

Behold Him crowned in mockery, 
The Holy, yet by Pilate scourged: 
He stands in perfect majesty ... 
•Behold the Man!•

We sec the Man enthroned on high, 
The crown of glory now is His 
Since such a death He came to dic.S 
Behold the Man! 

Blest hiding-place from tempest's rage, 
In land of heat the only shade, 
Who will Himself the thirst assuage. 6 

Behold the Man! 

The Man, the Branch, will be the l(ing, 
And then the glory He shall bear, 
As Priest shall rule nnd peace shall bring.1

..Behold the Mani .. 

Harold Butcher 
Mitcham Junction 

•Josh 5:B-U. 1John ":29. JJohn 4:10,14. •John 19:1-5. 'Heb �9. •lu J2:2. 'Zeeb 6:12.ll.



Biblical Annotation 

\Vhat would you say of the sleep of the 
soul which some talk or? 

As regards the sleep of the soul, it is a 
miserable doctrine that comes simply 
from Satan acting on man's reason. It 
is generally connected with annihilation, 
but not always in this country; but it is 
a heartless doctrine. The Lord tells the 
thief that he shall not wait till the 
kingdom, but he sho1.1ld that day be 
with Him in paradise. Was he to be fast 
asleep, knowing nothing of Him, or 
anything else'? It is monstrous! We are 
"absent from the body, and present 
with the Lord", but if that means being 
fast asleep, we might as well be at the 
other end of the universe! "To depart 
and be with Christ is far better"; that is, 
being fast asleep and unconscious is 
better than serving Christ and minister­
ing to His glory! The apostle did not 
know which to choose, to live which 
was Christ, or be fast asleep! It was 
gain, that is to be unconscious, compared 
with serving Christ faithfully here! 

But not only do these passages show 
the moral absurdity of this notion to 
every spiritually intelligent Christian, 
but there is no such thought in 
Scripture as the soul's sleeping. It is a 
beautiful expression, signifying that 
death was only falling asleep to awake 
again, but it is the man always that falls 
asleep, never the soul. Thus in the case 

of Lazarus. Then said He plainly, 
Lazarus is dead (or has died). That is, 
falling asleep means, plainly expressed, 
dying. So when Stephen was killed, he 
fell asleep. Stephen did, not his soul; so 
"some are fallen asleep". It is contrasted 
with, "some remain unto this present ... 
"AU live to Him". Were the souls of the 
rich man or Lazarus fallen asleep? 
They tell me it is a Jewish figure. I agree 
with them: but it is not a figure of the 
soul being asleep. The falling asleep is 
always attributed to the man, never to 
the soul, and always means the Chris­
tian's dying; and is a beautiful expression 
for his not being, as we say, "dead and 
gone". 

Another thing to remark is, that it is 
never said of the wicked that �hey will 
not be raised, or that their souls are 
asleep, for they will be raised; but it 
shows the true and lovely force of the 
expression as to the sai9ts;,they are "in 
Christ"; and it is no dark and gloomy 
uncertainty; they have fallen asleep to 
the day they lived in, but that is all. 

But there is no such statement in 
Scripture as the soul sleeping; nor is 
there such a thought any more than 
such a statement. It is the living saint 
who falls asleep, and according to 
Scripture it means dying. 
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Question� 
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MJ9u1ne Olhce. •0 8Hn1burn. Kilmarnock. ■nd1hould 
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so.at·• rnay prevent the publ�alion ol answnrc 

QUESTION 'expiation' and 'propitiation• in both OT 
and NT scripture 7 

What i1 the 'gift of God' referred to in Eph 
2:8, is it plvation, faith or something else? ANSWER 

ANSWER 

This particular passage has been the subject 
of great controversy amongst expositors over 
the years. Grammatical considerations have 
to be taken into account, although it should 
be stated that grammar cannot easily be the 
final arbiter in certail') areas of scriptural 
difficulty. 

The word 'that' is a pronoun in the neuter 
gender of the Greek language, and a strong 
argument therefore exists against the gift 
being 'faith' because it is in the feminine 
gender. It is not likely that the pronoun would 
refer back to faith alone in light of this. It 
should be noted that grace is also in the 
feminine gender, so it is not being referred to 
either. 

It is therefore satisfactory both from a 
grammatical and an expositional point of 
view to see that the 'gift' referred to is 
salvation, which is effected by grace and 
apprehended by faith. The whole context is 
satisfied by such a statement because the 
apostle had been showing that we were dead 
and deserving of the wrath of God. How glad 
we are to know that our God is 'rich in mercy' 
(v.4), and exceedingly rich in grace' (v.7). It is 
said that the statement In our question can

be literally rendered 'God's is the gift' thus 
placing emphasis on the divine prerogative in 
salvation. The verses that follow are also 
consistent with this in stating that 'we are His 
workmanship ... which God hath ordained'. 

J.R. Baker 

QUESTION 
11 there a difference between the term• 

Often there is difficulty when terms are used 
which are not actually found in the Bible. 
Propitiation is used on various occasions in 
the NT but Expiation is not found at all apart 
from the marginal references in the OT(Num 
35:33; Isa 47:11 ). 

The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines 
'expiation· as 'pay the penalty of, make 
amends (sin), seek to appease·. The term is so 
often used of scriptural truth and when so 
used is usually referring to 'propitiation'. 
Both terms can therefore generally be seen 
to be synonymous. The two marginal uses of 
expiation referred to earlier are, 'to be 
cleansed' (Num 35:33) and 'to put off' (Isa 
47:11 ). 

'Atonement' in the OT is really the 
'propitiation' of the NT. The word 'atonement' 
occurs only once in the NT and there it should 
really read 'reconciliation' (Rom 5:11 ). On the 
other hand In Heb 2:17 the AV has, 'to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people' and 
here It should really read 'propitiation'. If the 
word 'atonement' is not in the NT the truth of 
it clearly is. Attention should be paid to the six 
particular NT references to the truth of 
'Propitiation·. One refers to the place where 
atonement is made (the mercy seat-see 
Rom 3:25), some to the person who makes 
propitiation (the high priest-see Heb 2:17) 
and others to the sacrifice required for 
propitiation (the slain sacrifice-see 1 John 
2:2; 4:10). 

The main Idea of propitiation is to 'satisfy' 
thus God is satisfied with the atoning work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. That work was to 
cleanse from sin and to put away from before 
God. Such statements are covered In the 
term expiation. 

J.R. Baker 
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According to Luke. by David Gooding. 
Paperback, 362 pages. Published by 
lntervarsity Press. Available from John 
Ritchie Ltd at £5.95. 

The Publishers have noted in their advenising 
literature that this work by David Gooding is a 
new exposition. From the reviewer's assess­
ment. the work is cenainly new, not just as 
being a fresh approach. but new, as being 
differenL 

David Gooding sets out to prove that Luke's 
presentation of Christ is arranged in two 
great movements; first, the 'Coming' of the 
Lord from heaven to earth; and then, His 
'Going' from eanh to heaven. The turning 
point between them stands at 9:51, 'when 
the time was come that He should be 
received up, He stedfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem·. The book which the author 
admits to being a study book. sets out to 
discover. as far as may be possible. the point 
end purpose of each section of the narrative. 
The purpose, in a broad sweep, is to assure 
readers of the Gospel that here is a reliable 
record of what Christ taught. 

One of the differences from other works on 
this Gospel is that the author turns away 
from the normal approach of commentaries 
on Luke, which deal in the main with 
interpreting what Luke says, to a consideration 
of why Luke says iL The approach examines 
the things that Luke records and then 
considers if Luke had a deeper meaning or 
intention in mind when he penned his record. 
The exercise of the author in putting forth this 
work is to suggest some ways and means by 
which his readers might come closer to 
perceiving the point and purpose of Luke's 
narrative. The book also considers Luke's 
thought-flow. While admitting that some 
items in the Gospel might be self-contained, 
this work starts out with the assumption that 
it is worthwhile looking to see if there is any 
connection of thought between one part of 
the narrative and the neXL 

In considering why Luke recorded certain 
incidents rather than what he wrote, the 

reviewer looked for the evidence that David 
Gooding had fastened on to this on most 
occasions. In the parable of the rich fool he 
lays emphasis on the 'abundance' or 'excess' 
of things that the man possessed and the rich 
man's folly of forgetting that his physical life 
was only lent to him. Trench, however. in his 
'Parables· maintains that the point is the 
understanding that there are two words in 
Greek for life, an upper life which is the 
breath of God in a man's nostrils, so to speak. 
and a lower life, which is a man's living; in 
the parable, the abundance of the things the 
rich fool possessed. The removal of the latter 
makes no difference to the former, but the 
snuffing out of the first removes both. Both 
views are interesting, but the reviewer 
prefers Trench at this point. 

David Gooding's book is exciting, thought­
provoking and different. Students of the 
Scripture will find it stimulating, and the 
reviewer has no hesitation in recommending 
it whole-heartedly. 

F.E.S. 

Thelma: a Child of God, 117 pages, paper­
back, price £1 .95. Available from the 
author, Mrs Thelma Hayman, "Peace­
haven", Bow, Crediton. EX17 6HA. 

This is a moving story of a child who was 
orphaned at the age of eighteen months; both 
of her parents having died of tuberculosis. 
The child, also affected by tuberculosis was 
brought up In Muller's Orphanage, but 
throughout early life was in and out of 
hospital. The author, in her autobiography, 
traces the f eithfulness of God in her life's 
experiences, end, despite her many afflictions. 
bears witness to a steady faith in God. This 
little book will undoubtedly encourage those 
In similar tragic circumstances to go on for 
God. 

F.E.S. 



·REGION S·BEYOND·
Malaysia 

Islamic Fundamentalism and Religious Persecution 

We live in a world of anti-Christ influence, anti-Christ figures 
and anti-Christ movements. One of the most powerful and pernicious 
of these is lslaml Under the masquerade of a spurious 'one God' 
propaganda, they perpetuate an idolatry in the minds of millions 
around the globe. Apart perhaps from Communism, 'monotheistic' 
Islam must be the most militant anti-Christ force in the world today. 

Islamic Dictatorship Visiting Malaysia some months ago, I was 
made aware of a marked sharpening in the spiritual conflict there. In 
the name of security, non-Islamic religions, and Christianity in 
particular, are feeling the pressures of a Moslem dominated 
government. This arises from the sensitivity and reaction to public 
criticism by the ruling Islamic party. The Chinese and Indian 
communities resent the continued favouring of the Malay population, 
and protest bitterly against discrimination. The more fanatical 
Moslems of the north-eastern part of the country, agitate for a total 
Islamic dictatorship and are prepared to use force to achieve it. 
Meanwhile the Christian Gospel makes headway and some Moslems 
are won for Christ, something which incenses the Islamic 
fundamentalists even more. A whole spectrum of criticism therefore 
begins to flash warning lights in the corridors of power. 

Christians Detained Without Charge In November 1987 the 
government acted, and under the Internal Security Act started to ban 
newspapers and arrest political and religious dissidents with a view to 
curbing riotous behaviour and racial unrest. One of the categories 
viewed as prejudicial to law and order was the Christian element in 
society evangelising Moslem Malays. A number of Christians were 
thus taken into custody and have now been detained for months 
without charge or trial. Their only recourse is an occasional Tribunal 
at which they are examined by a committee of Moslems who then 
decide whether the detainee is still a risk to the peace of the realm. If 
they renounced their Christian faith little doubt they would be 
released, but this they will not do. It is an increasing concern to many 
Malaysians that the government is intruding on the judiciary and that 
the courts become less and less independent! 

Imprisonment and Heavy Fines Fresh pressure in a 'legal' form is 
being exerted on Christians who are likely now to be fined MS10,000 
(£2,600) and/or a year's imprisonment if they seek to 'Christianise' 
the Islamic population. There are other difficulties too. It is now 
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virtually impossible to obtain government permission for the building 
of new church premises. If churches acquire private property and use 
shops or houses for their gatherings, they are open to eviction for 
meeting in premises not registered for religious use. 

Words "Hijacked" Malay Bibles are difficult to obtain, to sell or buy. 
There is even a tampering with the Malay language, the lingua franca 
of the country. Certain words used to explain matters of belief are 
being 'hijacked' for exclusive Islamic exposition. For instance, they 
would seek to eradicate a word like 'revelation' from the Christian 
vocabulary and dictate what terms the Christian can use for Godl 
When churches advertise evangelistic meetings or distribute Gospel 
literature they are expected to append, like some 'health warning', the 
phrase, "Not for Moslems"I Failure to do so can result in violent 
attack or police restriction. 

Proselytising by Bribes and Rewards While hindrances and 
harassments increase, Moslem authorities will offer bribes and 
rewards to those who will espouse their religious cause. Not content 
with the longstanding practice of imposing mosques on just about 
every community, shattering the peace of the neighbourhood five 
times a day with their blaring and prolonged calls to worship,- and 
disrupting commerce with breaks for 'prayer' for their faithful, they 
are now pouring hundreds of Moslem teachers into tribal 
communities with a view to binding these simple and mainly jungle 
dwellers to their system. 

A reported 300 such teachers are currently proselytising among the 
lban tribespeople of Sarawak in East Malaysia. One earnest Christian 
lban has, at great personal sacrifice, given up his professional practice 
to bring Christ to his own people. Not all will leave the Islamic 
challenge unanswered. They heroically respond to the need of the 
hour. 

Churches at the Crossroads The churches are therefore at the 
crossroads. If we look at the early chapters of the Acts we see the 
divinely inspired record of the rise and development of Satan's 
opposition to the Gospel. The young church at Jerusalem almost 
immediately faced a total prohibition by the authorities of the 
preaching of the Gospel. What was the apostolic response? The 
answer is a total disregard, whatever the cost, of such arrogant 
resistance to the Truth of God. They fearlessly declared, "We ought to 
obey God rather than men"I The glorious outcome of that martyr­
stand was that the Gospel broke through to the Jews at large, then to 
the Gentile nations, and eventually spread to the ends of the earth. In 
China under Communism the church refused to die. It literally 
stormed the stockades of government prohibition. The cost was 
immense, but multitudes stand for Christ today in China . 



Battle-torn Frontiers What will happen In Malaysia, the Gulf 
countries. Iran, and other dark Satanic strongholds where Islam holds 
sway? What will happen in Britain where religious freedom Is fast 
becoming a mockery; where in the new connotation, It tends to mean 
that pagan faiths can have their say and a perverted morality be 
preached with impunity, while the Christians keep quiet lest the 
"rights· of others are infringed! We should pray for those out on the 
battle-torn frontiers of humanity, and indeed for ourselves in this 
favoured country, where so many of our freedoms were won by the 
blood of the martyrs. 

Let us not be found guilty of deleting "every creature" from our 
Lord·s commission. Nothing less than the Gospel to every person, 
regardless of colour, class, of creed or government, can fulfil our 
Lord·s Command. May both His fear and compassion consume us, 
and His Spirit so constantly fill us that the whole wide world today 
shall know that Jesus saves, and that He, alone, is LORDI 

rNe are grateful to a recent traveller in Malaysia for this deeply 
stirring report and its call to PRAYER for the cause of Christ in that 
land). 

Lord's Work Trust 

42 Beansburn, Kilmarnock, KA3 IRH 
Telephone: (0563) 21098 

Total Gifts received from 1st October to 31st October, 1988 

For the Lord's Work and Workers 

From Assemblies 
From Individuals 
From Covenants 
From Legacies 

£24,316.65 
13,153.35 
17,846.13 
32,662.33 

£2,7,978.46 

Includes: L.O.F. £242; Believer £ J 20. 

Gifts Towards Expenses 

From Assemblies 
From Individuals 
From Covenants 
From Legacies 

£1,269.70 
421.24 
332.64 

£2,023.58 



-

,.. 
.., 

w 

en 
a: 

! 
a 
ID 

Baruch-Jeremiah's 
Secretary 

by J. Mclatchie, Barrhead 

In the twilight of the kingdom of 
Judah, there emerges from the gloom 
some characters who brighten the 
depression. One such is Baruch of 
whom we first read in Jeremiah 32:13. 

A future for Israel Baruch is associated 
with Jeremiah in the curious purchase 
of a piece of land which to their 
contemporaries must have appeared a 
folly. Knowing as they did that further 
decline in its value was certain because 
of the imminent invasion of the 
Chaldeans must also have caused their 
human wisdom to hesitate to embark 
upon this investment in real estate. 
However, Jeremiah was acting on 
God's word, "Buy the field for money 
and take witnesses; for the city is given 
into the bands of the Chaldeans" 
(32:25) and it was faith in God's word 
in spite of human reason which caused 
him so to obey the Lord's advice. 
Baruch shared that faith and performed 
the legal work necessary for the 
transaction. They both believed in a 
future for Israel in spite of the fact that 
the immediate future had never been 
bleaker. In the great prophetic chapters 
surrounding this incident, we have 
many clear statements as to the Lord's 
plans for the people of Israel, such as "I 
bring upon them all the good that I 
have promised them and fields shall be 
bought in this land whereof ye say it is 
desolate" (32:42-43) and ''I will cause 
their captivity to return, saith the 
Lord" (32:44). Baruch and Jeremiah 
were men that had understanding of 
the times to know what Israel ought to 
do because they believed the messages 
that came from God. Revelation of 

God's future intentions gives perspective 
to our actions in the present. 

The eternal word of God We read of 
Baruch in ch.36:4 and then in ch.45: 1. 
These references are to the same 
occasion. Jeremiah had been prophesy­
ing for 23 years before he committed 
anything to writing and then the Lord 
said to him "Take thee a roll of a book" 
(36:1) and Jeremiah called Baruch to 
act as his amanuensis. He was then 
instructed to take the parchment and 
read it to the people with a view to their 
repentance (36:5-8). This instruction 
he carried out to the letter and like so 
many before and since he had to pay a 
price. News of his action is brought to 
king Jehoiakim. Here is a great 
contrast in the reaction of this man to 
the reaction of his father Josiah to the 
reading of the book by Shaphan in 2 
Kings 22: 11. J ehoiakim was "'not 
afraid nor rent his garments". "Josiah 
rent his clothes" and it was the 
beginning of a revival. Jehoiakim first 
of all used the pen knife to excise those 
parts not suitable to his conscience and 
then used the flame to consume the 
whole parchment (36:23). To this day 
me_n do that .. They first of all edit God's 
word and then utterly reject it. If not 
accepted in its entirety the bible is of no 
value. Josiah knew and we know that it 
is the man that "trembleth"at his word 
who is of value to God (Isa 66:2). 

The king now issues an edict to hunt 
down Jeremiah and Baruch but the 
Lord hid them (36:26). Jeremiah is 
commanded to take n.nother roll and 
write in it the former words. The word 



of God is not so easily destroyed, .. ll 
shall nc:vcr pnss nwuy". lt would be thnt 
same roll which Daniel would discover 
and would be thnt which would 
encourage him to set his face unto the 
Lord (Dn.n.9:3). \Ve ourselves should 
be encournged ns we read Jeremiah in 
spite of his reputntion of the .. weeping 
prophet". 

A message from God It is in these 
circumstances that a very personal 
message is given by God to this young 
man who is apparently discouraged by 
the human response or lack of it to his 
ministry. The Lord has heard his 
complaint "I fainted in my sighing, and 
I have no rest" (45:3). The sorrow 
which Baruch had because of the 
unpleasant nature of his message was 
compounded by the resentment of the 
king and people to its delivery. Often 
the bearer of heavy tidings has to bear 
this sort of grief as though they wished 
the judgment upon the hearers and 
were not deeply desiring their best 
interests by their repentance. It is at 
once salutary and encouraging to 
know that the Lord is the listener to 
our complaints and is aware of our 
griefs. How gracious is His response to 
Baruch's complaint. He, the God of 
Israel deigns to give a message direct to 
this obscure servant Baruch. The best 
of servants sometimes get downcast. 
How good for us when we get a word 
from God just for us. We think of 
Archippus at Colosse and how Paul 
could write at the end of the letter "Say 
to Archippus, 'Take heed to the 
ministry which thou hast received in . 
the Lord, that thou fulfil it" (Col 4: J 7). 
Perhaps he was in danger of not rising 
to his full potential in service and was 
falling short of God's intentions for 
him ... Accomplish thy ministry in full" 
is Paul's exhortation to Timothy (2 
Tim 4:S). Divine assurance is essential 

nnd cspeciolly welcome when human 
approval is scarce. 

The message to Baruch reminds him 
of the temporary nature of the society 
'in which his Jot is cast. "Behold, that 
which I have built will I break down, 
and that which I have planted I wilJ 
pluck up, even this whole land" (45:4). 
Very soon the temple and the city 
would be destroyed and the people 
carried away. It was not a time to be 
building up that which would soon be 
destroyed. God says "Seekest thou 
great things for thyself, seek them not". 
"For thyself' is the offending phrase. It 
is sad when we are aimless and equally 
sad when our aims are projected in a 
selfish and worldly direction. Paul 
lamented that "all seek their own, not 
the things which are Jesus Christ's" 
(Phil 2:21). The great positive 
complement of this negative "seek not" 
are the words of the Lord Jesus "Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you" (Matt 6:33). 

Temporary loss for permanent gain 
God did not promise Baruch great 
comforts here but only that "his life 
would be given him for a prey in all 
places whither thou goest". God would 
preserve him as long as He needed him 
before dying in obscurity. The work 
which he did is of eternal value. He was 
used of God to place on record a large 
part of that "word which abideth for 
ever". He was well educated in a day 
when literacy would not be all that 
common. He could have done well in 
Jerusalem in the short term but his 
work would have perished if he had 
sought great things for himself. His 
name and work live on in God's eternal 
record as an example to ourselves thnt 
.. He is not unrighteous to forget your 
work nnd labour oflove which ye have 
showed toward His name" (Heb 6: 10). 
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In The Stillness 

by T. Cornforth Taws, Leicester 

"Be still, and know that I am God" 
(Psa 46:/0) 

In this modern world in which we 
live, life for many of us is all 'go'. The 
demands on our time increase day by 
day so that in the 'daily round' and the 
'common task' we are occupied with 
many legitimate things whereby our 
activities and responsibilities absorb 
much of our time and energy. 

Under these circumstances, how 
difficult it is to find time for God and to 
meditate on His Word. Often 'stillness' 
is mistaken for 'idleness' and the noise 
and clamour of our modern society is 
ringing in our ears, even when we try 
and escape from it. 

It is this busy and demanding age 
that our God calls us to 'Be still' 
because it is only then, having shut out 
the roar of the world, we are able to 
hear His 'still small voice'. We cannot 
obey His commands or follow in His 
steps if we fail to listen for His 
instructions and prayerfully read His 
Word. Remember 'waiting time' is not 
'wasted time' when we "Wait on the 
Lord" (Psa 27: 14). 

For the Christian it is essential we 
find time (or make time) to be alone 
with our Lord, so that in this sinful 
environment in which we find ourselves, 
we:-

.. Take time to be holy, speak oft with 
thy Lord, 

Spend much time in secret with Jesus 
alone .. 

In the Scriptures we have many 
encouragements to 'Let go and let God' 
act in our lives that we may prove His 
faithfulness and experience His goodness 
day by day, so in every circumstance 
we realise "Our God whom we serve is 
able" (Dan 3: I 7). When the Children 
of Israel were fearful of their enemies 
after the journey through the Red Sea, 
Moses said "Stand still, and see the 
salvation of the LORD" (Exod 14:13): 
then they saw their foes defeated and 
their confidence in God was restored. 
So we, in the journey of life, with its 
doubts, difficulties and dangers can 
'Stand still' and realise that the One 
who delivered us from the penalty of 
sin is able to keep us from the power of 
sin and Satan, knowing that He who is 
for us is greater than he that is against 
us, (cf. Rom 8:31). In every trial or 
temptation we may depend on the 
faithfulness of our risen Lord to 
undertake for us knowing "in all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us". (Rom 
8:37). 

When Ruth the Moabitess was 
anxious regarding her experience with 
Boaz, Naomi comforted her with these 
words "Sit still" (Ruth 3: 18). All of us 
have 'anxious moments' when we are 
perplexed what to do next, or may be 
problems confront us and we arc 
persuaded to tackle the situation alone: 
let us take this advice, .. Sit still" and 
prove the sufficiency of our Lord and 
Master. The Lord Jesus Christ. our 
'Kinsman Redeemcr'knows and under­
stands the ups and downs oflifc and .. is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above 



all that we nsk or think" ( Eph 3:20). 
Mnny of t he Lord's people hnvc passed 
through difficult dnys and we all may 
have to face problems in the future but 
in every circumstance that arises the 
Word of God assures the bclievcr"God 
sh::ill supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" 
( Phil 4: 19). 

During the troublous times en­
countered by the Psalmist. God spoke 
to him words of encouragement and 
confidence .. Be still, and know that I 
am God" (Psa 46: 10), whereby he was 
able to experience the strength of the 
Lord. We also must learn to "be still" 
or relax. knowing His strength is made 
perfect in our weakness. 

In every vicissitude of life we realise 
our resources are inadequate against 
the wiles of the devil but "God is our 
refuge and strength. a very present help 
in trouble"(Psa46: I). When the way is 
difficult or the work is disappointing 
may we always remember that ••in 
quietness and in confidence shall be 
your strength" (Isa 30:15). Maybe the 
problem is fear. His promise is .. Fear 
thou not; for I am with thee". perhaps 
it is frustration. then His word declares 
"be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee; yea. I will help 

thee; yen, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness" (Isa 
41: 10); 

Although we live in a busy world 
may we never allow ourselves to 
become 'too busy for God, His work or 
His people'; then in the secret of His 
presence learn and "prove what is that 
go6d, and acceptable, and perfect. will 
of God" (Rom 12:2). 

God has declared; "I am the LORD, 
change not" (Mal 3:6) so may we 

always be found trusting in Him and 
relying on His faithful Word, by which 
we are encouraged to:-

'Stand still' and see the SALVATION 
of the Lord. 
'Sit still' and prove the SU FFI Cl ENCY 
of the Lord. 
'Be still' and know the STRENGTH of 
the Lord. 

In the secret of His presence how my 
soul delights to hide! 

Oh, how precious are the lessons which 
I learn at Jesus' side! 

Earthly cares can never vex me. neither 
trials lay me low; 

For when Satan comes to tempt me, to 
the secret place I go. 

OUR DAILY TOIL 

It was when Md'ses was doing his daily work that God spoke to him from the 
burning bush. His natural duties did not incapacitate him from recognising the 
manifestations of the Lord. Nor need they ever. On the contrary, if rightly 
entered on, they guarantee assiduity in higher duties. The shepherds watching 
their flocks by night are the witnesses chosen of God for recording the greatest 
manifestation ever made upon earth. It is one of the greatest proofs of 
subjection to God, to fulfil our daily toil patiently and perfectly; and yet to 
have the eye ever ready to observe the ways of God. 
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WOBKand WOBKIBS 

FORTHCOMING 
DECEMBER 3 

Armagh: J. Allen, 8.00 p.m. 
Ballymena: M. Browne, 8.00 p.m. 
Cloughfem: A. Carew. 7.30 p.m. 
Ennisldllen: J. Flanigan, 8.00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 10 

Armagh: 5. Ferguson & N. Turkington. 8.00 
p.m.
Ballymena: T. Meekin, 8.00 p.m.
Cloughfern: J. Flanigan. 7.30 p.m.
Enniskillen: A. Aiken. 8.00 p.m.

DECEMBER 17 

Armagh: T. Flanigan & 0. Gilliland. 8.00 p.m. 
Ballymena: A. Leckie. 8.00 p.m. 
Cloughfern: J. Flanigan. 7.30 p.m. 

DECEMBER 26 

Cregagh Street Ministry. 7.00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 27 

Belfast Christma• Conference: (See separate 
Notice) 

DECEMBER 31 

Castlereagh: Gospel-A. Johnston & J. 
Wishart. 10.30 p.m. 
Fortwilliam: Testimony Meeting. 10.30 p.m. 
Laganvale: Ministry-J.E. Fairfield & T. 
Bentley, 7 .30 p.m. 

Maranatha: Testimony Meeting, 10.30 p.m. 
Matchett Street: Testimony Meeting, 10.30 
p.m.

Ballymena: F.E. Stallan, 8.00 p.m. 

JANUARY7 

Lunga: A. Aiken. 8.00 p.m. 

JANUARY 8 

Bangor: Central Hall, Central Avenue Mr. 
Flanigan commences In Ministry followed by 
Gospel for 3 to 4 weeks . 

FORTHCOMIBG 
DECE�BER 3 

Coatbridge: Hebron Hall, 20 Church Street 
at 6.30 p.m. R. Miller, G. Gilmour. 
New Stevenston: Assembly Hall at 6.30 
p.m. 5. Foster. M. Radcliffe.
Knightswood: Gospel Hall, Fulton Street. 
Missionary Weekend at 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 
p.m. Reports. Ministry 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.
Livingston. Deans: Gospel Hall. at 6.30 p.m.
G. Dunbar. G. Forbes.
Hamilton: Low Waters Gospel Hall. Hall 
Street at 6.30 p.m. G. Waugh. 
Kilmarnock: Elim Hall, Cuthbert Place, at 
6.45 p.m. J. Hunter. 
Edinburgh: Gorgie Gospel Hall. 4 Smithfield 
Street at 7.00 p.m. Bible Reading. Romans 
ch.3. 
Bridge of Weir: Hope Hall at7.00p.m.J. Hay. 
Beith: Bethany Hall. Kirk Road at 7.00 p.m. I. 
Steele. 

DECEMBER 4 

Glasgow: East park Gospel Hall. Avenuepark 
Street (off Maryhill Road) at 8.30 p.m. S. 
Arbuthnot. 

DECEMBER 10 

Saltcoata: Bethany Hall. Ailsa Road at 7.00 
p.m. G. Waugh, J. Paton.
Wishaw: Ebenezer Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m.
A. Gamble, J. Gamble.
Newmllna: Gospel Hall, 0rygate Street at 
7.00 p.m. W. McKellar, G. Paton. 
Cumbernauld: Mossknowe Gospel Hall at 
7.00 p.m. A. Scott. 
Tarbolton: Gospel Hall. at 7.00 p.m. Bible 
Reading, A.M.S. Gooding. 
Armadale: Gospel Hall, South Street at 6.30 
p.m. R. Cameron, W. Park.
Aahgill; Bethany Hall at 6.30 p.m. D. 
Cameron, S. Arbuthnot. 
Dunfermline: Gospel Hall. Hospital Hill at 
7.00 p.m. J. Hay, R. McPheat. 
Eaat Kilbride: Threshold Assembly Hall at 
7.00 p.m. A. Foster, W. Banks. 



Bl■hopton: Oospol Hnll DI 7.00 p.m, G, 
Meikle, I Stoelo, 

DECEMBER 11 
Gl■agow: Eestpark Go1pol Holl, Avonuopnrk 
Street (off Maryhill Rood) ot 8.30 p,m. D. 
Newoll, 

DECEMBER 17 
Gourock: Bethany Hall, Drumshantle Road 
at 7.00 p.m. G. Waugh. 
Unthou■e: Bethesda Hall, 16 Holmfauldhead 
Drive, at 7.00 p.m. (Bible Reading) W. Craig. 
larkhall: Hareleeshill Gospel Hall, Howard 
Street at 6.30 p.m. J.R. Baker, J. Paton. 
Mayfield: Gospel Hall, Stone Avenue at 6.30 
p.m. J. Gillespie, F. Stallan.
Ayr: Prestwick Road Hall, at 7.00 p.m. IA. 
Speirs. 
Motherwell: Shields Road Gospel Hall, at 
6.30 p.m. R. Gamble, J. Baxter. 
Glenrothe1: Gospel Hall, Queen Margaret 
Drive at 7.30 p.m. I. Ross. 
Whitbum: West End Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m. 
R. Miller, A. Aitken.

DECEMBER 24 
Falkirk: Thornhill Hall, Thistle Street at 6.30 
p.m. J. Hay, W, Craig.

DECEMBER 31 
Airdrie: Hebron Hall, North Bridge Street at 
6.30 p.m. J. Anderson. A. Scott. 
Knightswood: Gospel Hall, Fulton Street at 
7.00 p.m. D. Cameron, W. Craig. 
Hamilton: High Parks Gospel Hall, Silvenonhill 
Avenue at 6.45 p.m. A. Leckie, A. Pollard. 

JANUARY2 
Hamilton: High Parks Gospel Hall, Silvenonhill 
Avenue. Annual Conference at 11.30 a.m. in 
Hamilton College, Bothwell Road. J. Hunter, 
S. Arbuthnot, A. Pollard, A. Leckie. Mr. Leckie
continues in Ministry till Wednesday 11th
January at 7.45 p.m. in High Parks Gospel
Hall.
Knightswood: Gospel Hall, Fulton Street 
Conference at 3.00 p.m. D. cameron, R. 
McPheat, G. Meikle. 
New Stevenston: Assembly Hall, Conference 
In Community Centre, Holytown at 11.30 
a.m. J. Hutchinson, A. Wiseman. W. Park.
Motherwell: Roman Road Hall Conference 
In G.LO. Centre, Motherwell at 12 noon. D. 
Clarkson, W.K. Morrison, G. Waugh. 
Klrkcaldy: Hebron Evangelical Church. 
Hayfield Road, Annual Conference at 2.30 
l).m. J. Anderson, S. Emery, G. Jackson. 

Dumfrlo■: Annuol Confnronc.e In 0'11.hany 
Hall, Bucclouch Stroot nt 12 noon. J, 
Glllosplo, W, Stovoly, 
Bucklo: Conforonco at 3,00 p.m. J. Paton, W. 
Mowat, R. Mnrahall. 
Hailey Stroot, Gla■gow: Duo lo unforseen 
circumstances there wlll be no conference 
on 2 January, 1989. 

JANUARY 2/3 
Aberdeen: New Year Conference In 
Gllcomston South Church. J. Buchanan, A. 
Gamble, R. Revle, Boyd Aitken (Taiwan). 
Lucho Velez (Bolivia). 

JANUARY 3 
Whitbum: Annual Conference in the Bruce­
field Church, East Main Street at 11.30 a.m. 
G. Fyfe, J. Allen, W. Stavely. Mr. Fyfe
continues in Ministry Wednesday and
Thursday at 7 .30 p.m. (Loud Speaker System
will be used).
Stranraer: New Year Conference in Lewis 
Street Gospel Hall at 2.30 p.m. T. Wilson, G. 
Waugh. 
Larkhall: Hareleeshill Gospel Hall in St. 
Machans Parish Church, Church Street at 
11.30 a.m. W. Banks. J. Burnett. J. Hunter. 
Cowdenbeath: Annual Conference in West 
Parish Church, Sinclair Drive at 3.00 p.m. S. 
Emery, J. Flanigan, F. Kelling. 
Abingdon: Glasgow, Annual Conference at 
3.15 p.m. J.R. Baker, J. Grant. P. Maiden. 
lnnerleven: Methil Annual Conference at 
3.00 p.m. J. Hunter, R. Cameron, S. Emery. 
Auchinleck: New Year conference at 12.15 
p.m. R. McPheat, G. Jackson, A. Fost.er.
Prestwick: Bute ..,all Conference in Prestwick 
Academy, Newdykes Road at 1.30 p.m. H. 
Barnes, W.K. Morrison, J.M. Sinclair. 

JANUARY14 
Saltcoats: Bethany Hall, Ailsa Road at 7.00 
p.m. I.A. Speirs, A. Reid.
Wiahaw: Ebenezer Gospel Hall at 6.30 p.m.
D. Clarkson, D. Newell.
Newmiln1: Gospel Hall, Drygate Street at 
7.00 p.m. A.M.S. Gooding. 
Cubemauld: Mossknowe Gospel Hall at 
7.00 p.m. W. Stavely. 
Tarbolton: Gospel Hall at 7.00 p.m. J. 
Hunter, Bible Reading. 
Armadale: Gospel Hall, South Street Annual 
Conference in Academy, West Main Street, 
at 3.00 p.m. J. McDonald. J.R. Baker, R. 
Marshall. Mr. Marshall continues in Ministry 
in Gospel Hall from 16th-19th at 7.30 p.m. 
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Renfrew: Annual Conference In Albert Holl, 
Albert Road at 3.30 p.m. D. Clarkson, A 
Noble. 
Ashgill: Bethany Hall at 6.30 p.m. J. Paterson, 
Bible Reeding. 

DECEMBER 3 

E.aling: Grove Hall, The Grove. et 7.00 p.m.
W. Farquhar.
West Mersea: Assembly Hall, East Road at 
4.00 p.m. and 6.15 p.m. E. Parmenter. 
Cwmbran: Gospel Hall, Oakfield Road at 
7.15 p.m. C. Rees. 
Liverpool District Rallies at Larkhill at 7.30 
p.m. B. Loughborough.
Netherlield: Gospel Hall, Victoria Road at 
7.15 p.m.A Maunder. 
Westcliff-on-Sea: Gospel Hall. Carlton 
Avenue at 7.30 p.m. A. Cundick. 
Preston, Ashton: Brookhouse Evangelical 
Chapel, 179 Eldon Street at 7.00 p.m. E. 
Jaminson. 
Kingsteignton: Gospel Hall at 7.00 p.m. H. 
Bell. 
Cleeview: Gospel Hall, at 7.30 p.m. J. Hall. 
Solihull: Gospel Hall 62 Lode Lane, at 7.30 
p.m. A Shearman.
Blackpool: Gospel Hall, Salthouse Avenue. 
off Rigby Road at 7.30 p.m. G. Price. 
Derby: The Meeting Room. Curzon Street at 

7.15 p.m. T. Ledger. 
Brierfield: Hebron Hall, Walter Street at7.00 
p.m. D. Mc.Master.
Bascombe: Drummond Hall, Drummond 
Road at 7.00 p.m. D. Lawrence. 

DECEMBER 10 

Cheahunt: Mill Lane Chapel, High Street at 
7.00 p.m. K. Totten. 
North Wembley: Exendon Hall, Elmstead 
Avenue at 7.00 p.m. A.C. Gooding. 
Clane: Gospel Hall at 7.30 p.m. P. Brandon. 
Bury St. Edmund,: Lan�ster Holl, Tollgate 
Lane(opposite No. 24) at 7.30p.m. A. Leckie. 
Mr. Leckie continues In Ministry Monday to 
Thursday at 7 .30 p.m. 
Ely: Gospel Hall, Ship Lane at 7.30 p.m. E. 
Parmenter. 

Lelcntor: York Street Gospel Hall, ott Grant,,,, 
Street at 7.30 p.m. C. Roberts. 
Wlnahlll Burton-on-Trent: Gospel Hall, 
Hawfleld Lane at 7.15 p.m. J. Hunter. Mr. 
Hunter continues Monday to Thursday et 
7.30 p.m. 

DECEMBER 17 

Bermondsey: London. Gospel Hall, 97 St. 
James's Road at 7.00 p.m. J. Riddle. 
Cheltenham: Bethany Gospel Hall, Newton 
Road, Heste,s Way at 7.30 p.m. A Renshaw. 
Mitcham Junction: Gospel Hall, Percy Road 
at 7.00 p.m. T.W. Proffitt. 

DECEMBER 31 

Bexleyheath: Bethany Hall North Street at 
7.00 p.m. E. Hughes. 

JANUARY? 

Solihull: Gospel Hall. 62 Lode Lane at 7.30 
p.m. J. Wedderburn.
Kingsteignton: Gospel Hall, at 7.00 p.m. H. 
Bell. 
Preston, Ashton: Brookhouse Evangelical 
Chapel, 179 Eldon Street at 7.00 p.m. S. 
Downs. 
Westcliff-on-Sea: Gospel Hall, Carlton 
Avenue at 7.30 p.m. D. Towse. 
Netherfield: Gospel Hall, Victoria Road at 
7.15 p.m. P. Kaye. 

JANUARY14 

Leicester. York Street Gospel Hell, off Gran by 
Street at 7 .30 p.m. J.R. Scarsbrook. 
Ely: Gospel Hall. Ship Lane at 7.30 p.m. K. 
Totten. 
Bury St. Edmunds: Lancaster Hall, Tollgate 
Lane (opposite No. 24) at 7.30 p.m. AC. 
Gooding. 
Caine: Gospel Hall et 7.30 p.m. R. Hill. 
North Wembley: Uxendon Hell, Elmstead 
Avenue at 7.00 p.m. R.H. Aldrich. 
Che1hunt: Mill Lane Chapel, High Street&\ 
7.00 p.m. F. Epps. 
Brlerfleld: Hebron Hall, Walter Street at 7.00 
p.m. T. Renshaw.
Derby: The Meoting Room Curzon Stroot at 

7.16 p.m. A. Leckie. Mr. Leckie continues In 
Ministry 16th to 18th ot 7 .30 p.m. 
Blackpool: Gospel Holl, Solthouso Avenue, 
off Rigby Road at 7 .30 p.m. J. H11rrl1on. 
Liverpool di1trlct In Bethany Huyton at 7.30 
p.m. R. Pornaby.



PERSONAL IA 

Encyclopaedia Britannica: A reasonably up­
to-date set of this encyclopaedia is sought for 
the library of the LOGOS School in Limassol, 
Cyprus. Any friends having one available are 
asked to contact Mr. I. Ross, 41 Market 
Street, St Andrews. KY16 9NT or telephone 
0334 75539. 
Change to the address intimated in November 
issue. Cherith Cottage, Old Hall Road, 
Bridgewater park, Skellow, Doncaster. DN6 
BRR Telephone 0302 723570. 
Change of address for Mr. W.D. Halliday, now 
P.O. Box 10061, Chingola, Zambia, Africa. 
Change of Telephone Number. John Glenville, 
16 Trelawney Road. Saltash, Cornwall, PL 12 
400. Telephone 0752 846889.

WANTED: Used copies of the Believers 
Hymn book and Golden Bells; also white 
tablecloths and napkins. K.E. Barker, Box 
11638, Chingola, Zambia, Africa. 
Unemployed: Send for free parcel of Gospel 
Tracts. Others £12 per 1000 post free. Mr. 
Alex Ross. 33 Wellbrae Terrace, Aberdeen, 
AB1 7YA. 

Cornwall: Self Catering Accommodation, 
sleeps 6/8 Large Garden, Ample Parking. 
Assembly 5 miles. Sumption, Hillcrest, Allet, 
Truro 79641. 
Rowanhurst Christian Hotel invites YOU to 
good food, evening fellowship, sandy beaches, 
cliff walks, FREE bedroom tea making, Seniors 
DISCOUNTS and more. Brochure, Peter and 
Eileen Atkinson, 88 Sandown Road, Lake, 
Sandown, Isle of Wight P036 9JX (0983 
402663). 

Quebec Hall: (Home for retired christians) 
Dereham, Norfolk. We have a vacancy for a 
mature married couple to work in the House. 
Must have a love for and caring attitude 
towards the elderly. Please apply to J.W. 
Smith, Northfield Farm, Hundred Foot Bank. 
Pymoor, Ely, Cambls. CBS 2EL 

Retired couple anxious to move for family 
reasons nearer toAyr/Prestwick/Troon area. 
Would consider housing with easy travel to 
such area. Presently havo 3-apartmont semi­
bungalow type councll house In seloct area 
of Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire. Tel: 0346 
26449. 

Meadowcroft Christian Hotel, Storn Par1t� 
Windermere, Cumbria: We require staff for 
general duties for 1989 season, mid-February 
to end of October. For funher details, please 
apply to MrW. Coates, Meadowcroft Christian 
Hotel, Storrs Park, Bowness-on-Windermere, 
Cumbria, LA23 3JG. 

1989 

AYR BIBLE READINGS 

VENUE: 

Eglinton Rooms 
Whitletts Road 

Ayr 

OATES: 
Sunday 30th April 

to 
Friday 6th May 

inclusive 

SPEAKERS: 
Mr J.R. Baker, Bishopton 

Mr J. Flanigan, Belfast 
Mr A.J. Gamble, Glasgow 

SUBJECTS: 

Bible Readings on the 2nd Epistle 
to the Thassalonians 

Ministry on themes from tho Epistle 
to the Hebrews 

ACCOMMODATION: 

Still available at Wonderwest World at a cost 
of £40 per person for bed and breakfast for the 
week. If desired, alternative accommodation 
can be arranged in Ayr. Contact. not later than 
17th February 1989, Raymond Millar, 15 
Springhill Avenue, Crossdene Estate. Cross­
house. Kilmarnock KA2 OJP, Ayrshire (tele­
phone: 0563 33691 ). 

Christmas Conference 

Monday 26th December 1988 

Portpatrick Gospel Hall 

at 2.30 p.m. 

Speaker's 

Mr John Rudd -Kirkconnel 
Mr Jack Hay -Perth 
Mr Robt. MIiiar-Mayfieid 

Tea will be served 



REPORTS 

CO. ANTRIM 

Ballywatermoy: R. Eadie concluded nine 
weeks of well-attended gospel meetings. The 
assemblywas encouraged by three ptofesslng 
faith in Christ. 
Camcullagh: J.G. Hutchinson and A. Aiken 
commenced gospel meetings in this outreach 
hall. Nice numbers of local people attending 
with good Interest. 
Kells: E. Wishart and W. Knox expected (DV) 
for meetings mid-November. 

CO. ARMAGH 

Clonroot A. McShane and D. Gilliland 
commenced gospel meetings early November. 
Cormeen (Near Armagh city): Gospel effort 
in portable hall continues with T. McNeill and 
J.Hawthome. The district has been exceptionally
well visited and a remarkable number of local
people attending.
Birches: W.J. Nesbitt had one week speaking 
on Epistle to Ephesians. Nice numbers. 
Profitable time. 
Lurgan Conference: One of the largest 
Conferences ever held here, with helpful 
ministry. Those responsit,le for Bible 
Readings were T. Bentley, J.R. Baker, D.E. 
West and A. McShane. 

Co.Down 

Bangor(Ebenezer): S. Ferguson and R. Eadie 
commenced a series of gospel meetings on 
30th October. 
Croaagar: T. Bentley continues in the gospel. 
Gransha: S. McBride and A Davidson have 
had an encouraging start here, with good 
numbers of sinners attending-many con­
nected to the believers. Prayer valued. 

LeHan1 (Near Saintfield): R. Pickering 
concluded four weeks of gospel meetings at 
end of October. The district was well visited 
with tracts, and the assembly was much 
encouraged by the many local people who 
attended. Some had never been In the hell 
before. The meetings were characterised by 
a rich sense of the Lord's presence and 
power In the preaching of the gospel. 
Shan■gh■n Conference: 6th October. Large 
company gathered. Practical mlnl1try by J. 
Allen and A Carow. Reports by J. Flynn 
(Egypt and Hungary) and H. Reid (BrazJI) were 
challenglng. A cloalng me11aga by J.G. 

Hutchinson on 'The Will of God' 81 soen In 
tho life of the Apostle Paul was searching and 
helpful. 

CO. FERMANAGH 

Ballinamallard: A. Jordan and J. Wishart 
continue In the gospel. Numbers are fair, but 
not many outsiders. 
Ballinamallard Conference: 5th October. 
Helpful ministry by E. Fairfield, S. Ferguson 
and T. Meakin. Reports by A Banerth 
(Holland), J. Flynn (Egypt and Hungary), J. 
Balmer (Postal Sunday School). The Con• 
ference meetings were very well attended. 

REPORTS 

NORTH EAST 

Peterhead: Norman Mellish in the meantime 
is preaching the gospel with a measure of 
interest among adults and children. The 
meetings to continue for four weeks. 
Forres: J. Hay to have four weeks gospel 
work. commencing in November. 

STRATHCLYDE 

Greengairs: Brother J. Baxter conducted 
gospel meetings for three weeks. He was 
well received at the doors by the villagers, 
many of whom came into the hall and heard 
the gospel preached. Some of the women 
contacted are still attending the weekly 
meetings and it Is hoped that eventually they 
will be saved and come into assembly 
fellowship. 

Low Waters (Hamilton): A ten-day effon by 
�- Mountstevens (Bucks) for children began 
slowly but built up over the second week-end 
to Just over 50. Contacts were made and 
adults attended on the Lord's Day and on 
prize-giving night. One mother came for the 
last five nights with her children. Most 
pleasing was text memorisation by the 
children "the entrance of thy word giveth 
light", On the last night a girl of 14 years of 
age was obviously troubled and earnestly 
sought salvation. It Is sincerely believed thot 
she was born again by the Spirit of Godl-to 
God be the gloryl Pray for her continuance 
according to Acts 2:42. 
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GREATER MANCHESTER 

Adlington, near Chorley: The Lancashire 
Gospel Tent was pitched for six weeks in this 
village. �urlng which time the gospel was 
preached by R. Pickering. Support was 
generally good during the campaign and 
dozens of adults of all ages heard the Word of 
God faithfully preached. Five souls professed 
faith In the Lord during the last week. two of 
these being children who attended the 
children's meetings conducted by D. McMaster 
with T. Renshaw taking the final week. D. 
McMaster was able to carry out school visits 
without any restrictions being imposed and 
in some shools over 300 children were 
spoken to. 

EAST AN GLIA 

Gospel Outreach to Mid-Suffolk Villages: 
As you read this report. the summer testimony 
to the villages of mid-Suffolk will again be 
drawing to a close. We mentioned last year 
that the workers had resorted to tract 
distribution only and this has continued for 
1988; again a special tract was prepared for 
this purpose. The numbers of workers is 
constantly reducing, those who are no longer 
able to be involved, not being replaced. 
Please pray for both courage and encourage­
ment for those who still have this exercise: 
may the Lord be pleased to cause His Word to 
bear fruit In the lives of some. 

SOUTH WALES 

ABERGAVENNY: S. Mountstevens pitched 
his tent here and a good response resulted 
from invitations given around the houses 
with a number of adults and good numbers of 
children attending. The Lord mercifully 
preserved the tent from severe damage 
when a group of youths, having had a good 
k>ok around the site went further up the road 
and set fire to a car. 
Tredegar. Well over 100 children anended 
on several nights, when S. Mountstevens 
held two weeks of meetings. A number of 
parent, anended the prlzeglving night and 
heard the gospel. Our brother was able to 
W4Slt a number of the schools In Tredegar and 
Ebbw Vele to take their morning ossembllos. 

JOHN FROST wrltea In connection with 
"TREASURE SEEKERS" (North London 
Sunday School1) SUMMER HOLIDAY: 
Without a doubt tho most oncoureglng time 
at camp wos on the final day. Throughout the 
week several chlldren Indicated that they hod 
received the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour. Following breakfast on the final day, 
I sat In the school library and invited any 
children who had received the lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour to join me. also others 
who wanted to know more concerning the 
way of salvation. It was rather overwhelming 
when twenty-one children joined me in the 
library! As we spoke together, it was quite 
evident that a work of grace had been 
accomplished in the lives of many of these 
children. It is not for us to judge the final 
results for the true record is in heaven and 
eternity will reveal them. We rest in the 
assurance, "The Lord knoweth them that are 
His". Please join us in praising God for this 
tremendous encouragement and join us in 
prayer that these children will "grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ". 

During our stay at the school the assistant 
headmaster was in residence. Before we left 
he made several comments regarding our 
"camp". He was greatly impressed by the 
behaviour of the children and by seeing the 
Bible so freely used. We have an open 
invitation to return again In 1989. 

JOHN FROST also writes the following 
report in connection with the work on the 
Broadwater Farm Estate and Brook Street 
Chapel, Tottenham: The work on the 
Broadwater Farm Estate continues with 
much encouragement. Numbers attending 
the children's meeting (Friday Club) on a 
Friday evening are well maintained with the 
addition of new children from time to time. 
There is now a group of older children and it 
is proposed to commence a Young Searchers 
group with them in the very near future. 
Prayer would be valued for this. Over the past 
months two family services have been held. 
not on the estate but at Brook Street Chapel. 
Parents and children were invited to these 
services. The response was most encouraging. 
with over 80 children and parents present on 
the first occasion and over fihy present on the 
second occasion. The annual prizegiving held 
on the estate for the children of Friday Club 
was again well attended by both children and 
parents. On these occasions the Gospel was 
faithfully preached and we look to the L.ord in 
prayer to give the increase. We praise the 
Lord for the keenness of the children and the 
excellent contacts with parents. 

GORDON LANE of BELMONT HALL 
HARROW, write■: John Baker hold a weu
of children's meotings at Harrow during May. 
Whilst these meetings were well nnendctd by 



the Sunday school children, not many new 
scholars came along. Two brothers, however, 
who did come for the first time during the 
week have since joined the Sunday school. 
One g'irl in her mid teens professed salvation 
in July and prayer would be valued for her 
growth in the faith. Nine youngsters aged 
between ten and fifteen years old went to 
camp in August and one ten year old girl, 
whose parents are in the Assembly, made a 
profession of faith. 

The Assembly is encouraged by the regular 
interest currently being displayed by a goodly 
number of children and teenagers. as it was 
only a few years ago that the Sunday school 
was down to just a handful of scholars. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

Birmingham. Percy Common: A lady who 
attended the Gospel Meeting on the loss of 
her husband was saved. She was baptised 
recently with another elderly lady together 
with a young lady brought up through the 
Sunday School. The hall was full and the 
gospel was preached by A.E. Turner who also 
gave a word on baptism. The saints found 
much to encourage and rejoice their hearts 
on such a happy occasion. 
Butt Lane: The saints in the Kidsgrove area 
had a very encouraging time when they 
witnessed the baptism of a mother and her 
two daughters. The eldest girl was saved at 
camp and the other through the testimony of 
her sister. Their mother came to know the 
Lord through her mentally handicapped 10-
year-old son going home from Sunday 
School requesting John 3:16 time and time 
again. She looked in the Scriptures to see 
what the reference said and, turning over the 
pages. came to Romans 10:9 and she was 
saved, This report must surely encourage 
Sunday School workers to labour steadfastly 
on in teaching children the Word of God. 
Coventry, Upper Hill Street: A.C. Gooding 
spent some time with the saints ministering 
1he Word. He took up comparisons between 
Moses and Joshua. and Paul and Timothy. 
The ministry was most profitable but. un­
fortunately, our brother was unwell and 
could not complete the full series of evenings. 
Redditch. B■tchley Estate: The saints were 
very pleased to welcome J. Harrison again. 
His ministry was indeed a blessing to many 
and the believers rejoice that the Lord has 
enabled him to minister the Word again after 
being so Ill earlier, In the year. 

SOUTH WALES 

Treorchy: After much prayer and tractlng, a 
three-week gospel ca mpalgn was held by the 
small assembly during late September and 
early October. J. Baxter faithfully and with 
conviction preached the Word In the streets. 
In two homes for the aged and nlgh1ly at the 

hall. Wilh the support of local young men. 
many homes were visited and nightly the 
area was toured giving a reminder of the 
meetings. The response was very ttncouraging. 
Local people, saved and unsaved. attended 
each evening. It was soon evident that 'the 
Lord was working, some hardening their 
hearts, but two young ladies professed faith 
in the Lord Jesus and another who had 
previously been saved was baptised. Prayer 
Is valued as many contacts are followed up. 
Also that the revived Sunday School may 
continue to progress and that fruit may be 
produced. 
Nantgarw: J. Skingley held one week of 
meetings for children. Over 40 attended each 
night and there was good behaviour and 
good attention to the message. For five 
Tuesday nights during one month the 
assembly hired the village hall when D. 
Richards preached the gospel. A number 
from the area who are not saved were 
present at these meetings. More recently the 
assembly arranged two weeks of Bible 
Readings when G. Waugh led the company 
in a study of Hebrews chapters 10 to 13. The 
support from surrounding assemblies was 
very disappointing but the saints in the 
assembly were much helped by their study of 
this portion of the Scriptures. 
Trimaaran: The small assembly here was 
much encouraged by the number of un­
believers who attended special gospel meet­
ings conducted by P. Brandon. An average of 
30 were present each night and one girl 
made a profes.sion of faith in the Lord Jesus. 

EAST MIDLANDS 

Win1hill. Burton-on-Trent: Gospel campaign 
conducted by Frank Lonney, Cardiff, for two 
weeks, September-October. About 12 children 
came every night .. The two Thursday evenings 
parents came. contacted through the children. 
Door-to-door visitation each day with help 
from the brethren. 

EAST ANGLIA 

King• Lynn, Norfolk: The hall at Kings Lynn 
was damaged by fire caused by vandals 
recently. Having forced their entry they seem 
to have started a fire by pouring petrol over 
some Bibles at the rear of the hall and also a 
second fire at another part of the hall. 
Damage has been estimated initially at about 
£16,000 and will include redecoration 
throughout the hall. The assembly are able to 
continue meeting in a back room but 
conditions are rather difficult. They ask for 
prayers In this difficult time and that the Lord 
will bring good out of even this seeming 
disaster. The fire was well publicised In the 
local press so the existence and work of the 
assembly will have been brought to the 
notice of many people. 



Norfolk: David Dixon tells. of his work In 
Norfolk during lhe summer mon1h1 which at 
time wu hord going bul nnablod usof ul 
contacts to be made and followed up In 
personal work. Thore worn gospel stands ot 
two agrlculturnl shows. At Worsteod there 
was quite good Interest In books end postal 
Sunday school courses. At Aylshom there 
was some Interest but it was sod to see more 
people refusing to even toke a tract. The 
Norfolk Camps enjoyed a happy and useful 
time. One youngster has made a profession 
since attending Junior Camp led by John 
Gooding and, following the Senior Camp led 

Letter to Edit.ors 

I have read with interest the lhree articles by 
D. Hands on Gen l :l -2 and would say AMEN
thereto. In my 65 years in Assemblies I have
read two or three articles on the same
subject. To me it is folly to credit God with
creating anything "without form and void".
First comes the heavens with their hosts of
angels, Satan at the head; see Ezek 28: 13.
which goes beyond the King of Tyrus. On 
Satan's fall he drew the hosts of angels into 
the aerial heavens. where he is Prince (Eph 
6:12). After the Heavens God created earth.
Indeed the fact the angels of God rejoiced
(Job 38:4-7), I believe was not simply that the
eanh had been created. Cenain inhabitants
became the special target of Satan who
gained victory; hence the reason for darkness
(John 3:19) and for the gap. Isa 45:18 andJer
4:23 are convincing scriptures in this
connection.

I received a book fifty-six years ago from a 
well known conference speaker and I am 
cenain he would not have presented me with 
it if it had contained erroneous teaching. In 
the book Earth's Earliest Ages G.H. Pember 
MA teaches similarly to Mr. Hands. 

Satan all along has been bent on seeking to 
frustratlng God's purposes relating to the 
earth and iu Inhabitants. He succeeded with 
Adam, was active In Gen 6, but his greatest 
anempt was at Calvary where he received his 
vital bruise. 

Your, In the Lord, 

R. Cameron (Senior).

by Tony Aanahaw, one young man has 
bocome a real wltne11 In his home village. 
David Dixon hos also spent a number o1

woeks during the summer concentrating on 
personal work and following up contacts 
made previously. 

The Dixon family would particularly covet 
your prayers following a road eccrdent 
involving David's two daughters. One of his 
daughters was very seriously injured and. 
although after three weeks she has been able 
to be home for a time, she very much needs 
our prayers for a continued and full recovery. 

Conformity 

The powers that be, 
By legal decree, 
Justify their plea 
For conformity. 

Their ultimate plan: 
To fashion a man 
A poor clayey man 
Of conf onnity 

Though of the same clay, 
The children of day 
Forever cry, .. Nay" 
To conformity. 

And yet it will be, 
When Christ they shall see, 
They all then will be 
In conformity. 

Like Him, in every grace. 
Like Him, in sonship� place. 
Like Him, before God·s face, 
Throughout eternity, 
In love's conformity. 

Neil Shon 



CHRIST 

Miu QUEENIE SMITH, on 19th August. 
Saved at 16 years of age, she was In 
assembly fellowship in Bedford and Kempston, 
meeting in recent years with believers in 
Kempston Christian Assembly. With her 
loving and faithful sister in the Lord, Gladys 
Hardwick. she extended constant warm 
hospitality in their home. The Lord was 
served steadfastly in zealous work for 
missionaries. With devoted helpers, including 
members of her girls' class in earlier years, 
many items were prepared and hundreds of 
parcels were sent overseas for more than 40 
years. This work continued, often in times of 
physical suffering, until a few weeks before 
she was called home. Thoughtfulness, kind­
ness and courage marked our beloved 
sister's last painful illness. In her own words, 
'To God be the glory". 
Mrs IRIS McDONALD, on 5th September, 
aged 69. after a long illness. Saved in her 
teens at meetings conducted by Sam Moore 

(South Africa) in the old Dispensary House at 
Donaghmore near Newry. Baptised and 
received into assembly fellowship at Newry, 
later associated with Bethany Hall, Finaghy, 
and for the past 18 years at Central Hall, 
Bangor. She maintained a godly, consistent 
testimony over the years, had a profound 
assembly interest and was highly esteemed 
by all who knew her. She will be greatly 
missed by all. Brethren S. Jenning, J. Young, 
B. Mullan andT. Hagan were responsible for
the well-attended funeral service. Prayer 
would be valued for her husband. Herbert, 
son, Bert. and daughter, Heather. 
Mr ARCHIBALD BAKER, on 1st October, 
aged 82. Saved as a young man of 16 on 
hearing the gospel for the first time preached 
by the late Gilmour Wilson. Baptised and 
received into fellowship in Gospel Hall, New 
Stevenston, where for 66 years he continued 
re.solutely in the faith. He had a rich baritone 
voice. Clhoice In his worship, sincere and 
constant in his personal witness, devoted in 
life and service to the gospel of ChrisL His 
beloved wife, Margaret. and daughter, Ebeth, 
continue to follow the Lord. 
Mr JOHN and Mra ELSIE FORBES. both 
aged 90 years. Our sister died exactly four 
weeks after her husband. Married for 62 
years and in fellowship with the Lord's 
people at Woodside, Aberdeen. The large 
company at both services was a testimony to 
the esteem In which they were held. "'At 
home with the Lord ... 
Mr DENIS NORTHCOTE. suddenly on 17th I 
April, aged 50. Saved as a boy In Sanquhar 

Sunday school. restored and baptised and In 
happy fellowship In Patna assembly. A 
faithful brother who loved the Lord and the 
Lord's people. He had a special: care for 
children, carrying on the Sunday school until 
Ill health overtook him. Consistent in his 
testimony before family and villagers, his 
large funeral bore witness to how much he 
was held in respect. Greatly missed in the 
small assembly. 
Mrs NELLIE SHARP, Barragh, Co. Cavan, 
on 3rd October, aged 82. Saved in February, 
1944, under the preaching of the late E. Allen 
and K. Duff and in fellowship in Drum since 
that time. Faithful to the Lord, His assembly 
and His people. A widow for 11 years under 
hard conditions yet saw her daughter and 
son saved. A large company including R.C. 
neighbours paid due respects to a godly 
woman. T. McNeill and J. Hawthorne were 
responsible for the services. 
Mr JAMES WOOD, on 3rd September, 
aged 86. Saved at the age of 24 in Glasgow. 
With his late wife, Ellen, he was associated 
with a number of assemblies in Musselburgh, 
Ireland, Selkirk. Mayfield, Kilmarnock and 
latterly Musselburgh again. He was a man 
who knew the Scriptures and added contribu­
tions at Bible readings the week before he 
passed away. He will be greatly missed in the 
assembly for his spiritual and practical 
works. Remember his daughter and son-in­
law and family in prayer. 
Mr ROBERT (BOB) KIRKPATRICK, on 
15th October. aged 86, after a very long 
illness, having been tenderly nursed by his 
daughter. Saved in March, 1928. through 
reading a gospel tract. Became an ardent 
tract distributor and open-air preacher. In 
fellowship in Derriaghy. Portadown and Sion 
Mills. Survived by his daughter, two sons 
(one in Australia) and partners. all in assembly 
fellowship. 
MissJANET(NETTIE)ALLAN,on 19thJuly 
at her home in May Street, Largs. This well­
known christian lady was one of five sisters 
who for some years had the Knowe Hotel and 
entertained many of the Lord's servants, 
especially during the May Readings at 
Nether hall. Saved and baptised in Airdrie, the 
family moved to Largs and were in happy 
fellowship In Brisbane Hall. Mr Albert Leckie, 
who took the service, was also a cousin of 
Nettle and spoke highly of her generous and 
devoted service to the Lord and His people. 
Remember her sister, Susan, who will miss 
her most. 
Mr■ MARGARET WAUGH. on24th August 
In her 87th year. Saved as a young glr1. 
baptised and In f ellowshlp at H aggs .assembly 
ever since. Margaret wus predeceased bv her 
husband nine years ago. Oesp.te � 
our sister's bright te.sllmony was • joy to all 
who visited her. 



MEADOWCROFT 

CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

Storrs Park, Bowness-on-
Windermere, Cumbria 

Enjoy a happy holiday in the 
beautiful English Lake District. 

We welcome individuals, families 
and groups. 

SPECIAL WEEKS 1989 

Missionary Fellowship 
8th-16th April 

16th-23rd September 

Bible Readings 
1st-8th April 

(Mr S. Emery, Workington) 
14th-21st October 

(Mr AM.S. Gooding, Kilmarnock) 

Further details from: 
MrW. COATES 

write or 'phone 09662 3532 

SILVERWELL 

Christian Guest House 
Morecambe 

Every comfort, excellent catering, 
happ)' fellowship. Youth groups 
and parties welcomed. 0.A.P. 
reduced May and Oct. Mr & Mrs 
W. Cadzow, 20 West End Road,
LA4 4DL Tel: 0524 410532

Tarbolton: .. Scoutt's Farm", Bed and Break­
fast In country house, 11II home baking. also 
mobile home to let. Convenient to Ayr and 
close to local aasembly. Mrs J. Harrison. Tel: 
0292 641218. 

6 Berth Static Caravan on quiet Farm s,te­
Overlooking Pembrokeshire, Near Assembly. 
Within easy reach to Beaches. Phone J. 
Hartridge Ffynnon Wen, Llanboidy, Whitland, 
Dyfed, SAJ4 0DN. Tel: 099 46257. 

Devon, Pearnom House. New spacious 
comfortable home overlooking sea. Has all 
e,sentl1l1 for your holiday, Details Pearl and 
Norman Cox, Holcombe Rd. Telgnmouth. 
TQ14 SUP, Tai. 06267-3337. 

Mobllo ChriatJan Literature Supplies (PA 
Johnston). Specialising In sound Chrls11an 
literature: books, Bibles, Sunday school 
prizes, greetings cards, lexts, etc. We will 
call. For en appointment, Tel: Larne 0574

74256. 
Isle o f  Wight: Rowanhurst Christian Holel, 
warm Christian hospirality and fellowship. 
Bedroom tea making f eciliti'!!S included. Near 
to beaches. walks and transportation. As· 
sembly one mile away. Brochure from Pete, 
and Eileen Atkinson, 88 Sandown Rd. Lake. 
Sarvtown. PO36 9JX. (0903 402664). 
Good Christian books always wanted­
including early "Brethren" writings, bound 
magazines, etc. G. Peek. Rowan Cottage,
Main Road. Billockby, near Great Yarmouth, 
Norfolk, NR29 38G. Tel: 049377 752. 

SHALOM 
CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

12 Westbourne Grove 
Scarborough 
Y011 2DJ 

Still mixing the best possible 
ingredients for your good christian 
holiday: 

Comfort-Food-Fellowship 

• Public rooms on ground floor
• Bedrooms with en-suite facilities
• Extensive choice of menu
• Flexible meal-times
• Car parking
• Fellowship every evening
• Bargain holidays early and late

season
• Now open all year

Write or telephone for brochure to 
Anne and Peter Smith on 0723 

360360 

HOUDA YIN SKYE 

DUNRINGELL HOTEL 

Kyleakin. Isle of Skye 
Offers the finest of Scottish food, 
comfon and refreshing Christian 
fellowship. Magnificent scenery. 

Contact· 

Mr & Mrs Ian Macpherson 
for colour brochure 

'Phone 0699-4180 



JOHN RITCHIE PUBLICATIONS 
CLASSIC REPRINTS 

BISHOPS, PRIESTS AND DEACONS 
by W. Hoste 

Bishops, priests and deacons! Are these orders and offices. in eccleslastlcal circles, 
entitling persons possessing them to perform certain functions denied to other 
Christians? Is it not strange that these titles, obtained from the English versions of 
the Word of God. have taken on meanings which they were never Intended to 
convey? 

Mr Hoste's excellent book deals with the subject In a clear and lucid fashion. 
Indeed. there are few books In circulation which bring out the teaching of the Word 
of God with such clarity and, as new generations need to be taught, the publishers 
have very wisely decided to issue a reprint of this valuable and essential work from 
the pen of a godly man of the past. 

This volume should occupy the bookshelf of every serious student of the 
Scriptures. 

The new edition is sent forth with the hope that it will be read and considered by a 
wide circle of Christians and that it will be blessed of God. 

PRICE £3.75 POST FREE TILL 31st DECEMBER 

from JOHN RITCHIE LTD 

40 BEANSBURN 
KILMARNOCK KA3 1RH 

Tel.(0563)36394 
24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 

WHAT THE BIBLE TEAt-:HES 

VOLUME 6 

The commentary on John's Gospel by John Heading in the 

sixth volume of a series of ten covering the con,plete New 

Testament. The high standard set in the earlier volumes is 

maintained, giving lucid verse-by-verse exposition m a 

detailed yet readable form by this well known author. 

A vai/able now, post free until 

31st December, 1988, from: 

JOHN RITCHIE LTD. 

40 BEANSBURN 

KILMARNOCK KA3 1 RH 

Tel. (0563) 36394 



John 

Oaladons 
J. Hunter
Ephesians
A. Leckie

Phllllpplans 
s.�11
Colosslans 
T. Bentley
Phllemon

A. McShane

£7.95

I Thessalonian, 
T.E. Wilson 

II Thessalonians 
T.W.Smith 
I Timothy 
J. Allen

II Timothy 
J. R. Baker 

Titus 
D.E West

£9.50 

VOUIME5 

I Peter 
J.B. Nicholson 

II Peter 
G. P. Waugh 

I, II & Ill John 
AM. S. Gooding 

Jude 
AMcShane 

£10.95 

£10.95 

J. Heading

Matthew 
J. H edlng

Mari<
H.S Paisley

£9.50 

I Corinthians 
J. Hunter

II Corinthians 
AMcShane 

£9.50 

POST FREE TILL 31 It DECEMBER, 1988 
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