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Nurse Edith Cave/l's Last Testimony 
"STANDING IN VIEW OF Goo AND ETERNITY."

T
HE civilised world has been rudely shocked by the

martyrdom of this brave-English nurse, who, after a 
hurried secret court martial, before a bench of German 

officers, without a defending counsel, was condemned and, 
at the hands of the German soldiery, was done to death in 
the dark hours of an October morning in a Brussels prison 
yard, for befriending her fellow-countrymen in the hour of 
their ne,ed. The dark deed will not likely be forgotten by 
her countrymen for many years to come, nor will the noble 
example of her patriotism for the land of her birth, and 
service to suffering soldiers of a11 armies-German, British, 
Belgian, and French alike-he allowed to perish. But 
as the bright and clear testimony given by this brave 
Englishwoman to the faith that was in her, and concerning 
her relation to God and the eternal world, may be less 
beard of, and is therefore apt to be smothered and for­
gotten, we tell it here, and point its moral and its message 
to one and a11. 

\\'bile Edith Cavell was on a visit to her aged widowed 
mother in England in the Summer of r9r4. from her nursing 
home in Brussels, war was declared between the Allies and 
Germany. She hastened back to Brussels, and arrived 
there whHe the German shells were bursting around Liege. 
On the evening of August 20 the German armies entered 
the gates of Brussels, and the following day she had her 
home filled with wounded German and Belgian officers 
and men, to whom she ministered with untiring devotion, 
to friend and foe alike. But spies were everywhere, and 
the kind act of giving an exhausted Englishman a glass of 
water and a French wounded soldier a greatcoat to cover 
him, was used to brand her as a criminal. By the order 
ef General Von Bissing, who had been appointed Govemor­
Gcneral, she was arrested in her hospital in Rue de la 
Culture, and while in the act of changing the bandages of 
a wounded German, she was seized by five German soldien 
and hurried through the dark street� to the prison of St. 
Gilles, and after two months of close and cruel solituy 
confinement there, she was condemned to death. All the 
efforts made by Sir Edward Grey and l\1r. Whitlock, the 
American minister, to get the execution of the death 



ae.ntcnce delayed, proved to be unavailing, and the noble 
nurse was left in her cell. 1-fr. JI. S. T. Cahan, the British 
chaplain of Brussels, was permitted to visit her there, and 
found her calm and resigned. Her actual words, as utte·rcd 
in these last hours of life, in full view of the eternal world, 
have been recorded, and are of imperishable value. They 
cannot fail to be of eternal interest to all who revere the 
memory of the brave lone English martyr maiden. She 
,aid to the chaplain, " I have no 'fear nor shrinking. I 
have seen death so often, that it is not strange or fearful 
to me. But this I would say, standing as I do in view of 
God and Eternity, I realise that patriotism is not enough." 
The chaplain adds, "She spoke of her soul's needs, and 
received the assurance of God's \Vord as only a Christian 
can do." Then they repeated the words of " Abide with 
me," Nurse Cavell joining sweetly in the closing words-

Hold Thou Thyself before my closing eyes, 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee. 
In life, io death, 0 Lord. abide with me. 

In ti.mes when some are preaching that soldiers cam a 
place in heaven by dying on the battlefield, the dying 
words of this brave woman, " in view of God and Eternity," 
that " patriotism is not enough," but that the soul needs 
Christ and His precious blood to fit it for heaven, and the 
,mtten Word of God-not the false speculations of men­
to give assurance of salvation, should surely be heard. As

ainners ruined by sin, we need a Saviour, and "God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son." To 
all who trust in Him, confessing His Name, there is present 
aalvation {Acts xvi. 3r), and assurance of being in heaven 
for ever. 

'' PATRIOTISM is not enough'' as a plea wherewith to 
appear before a righteous God. A sinner needs a Saviour. 
"In view of God and Eternity," everything fades into 
insignificance as co·mpared with the Cross of Christ-not 
the instrument of death, nor the religious sign-but the 
Crucified Son of God dying, there as a sacrifice for sinners, 

"THE ASSURANCE of God's Word is given to each 
believing sinner, given to be received and relied on. And 
it is this, "Whosoever believcth in Him sl1ould not perish� 
but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). 



The Best News this World has Heard 

T
HE best news this world has cvrr heard, or ever will 

hear is, that God has provided a Saviour for sinners. 
There is nothin� equal to this in the whole realm of 

information which circulates throughout the nations of 
mankind. Other news is only for Time: this is for Eternity. 
All else concerns the passin� show called life, but thi! 
prepares for death, and provides for all that lies beyond 
it. Yes, the Gospel is the greatest message men will ever 
hear. It tells of blessings brought and gifts bestowed on 
those who deserve them not. It tells that God has loved 
His enemies (Rom. v. 8, 9), that for them He has given 
His own and only Son as a sacrifice and a Saviour. I t9
message is that II Christ died for our s.ins" (1 Cor. xv. 4), 
that II He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised 
for our iniquities" (Isa. liii. 6), that by His death sin, as a 
barrier between the sinner and His God, has been " put 
away " (Heb. ix. 26) : that peace has been made " by the 
blood of His Cross " (Col. i. 20), that Divine claims have 
all been met, and that in virtue of the death of Christ 
"for our offences," and His resurrection II for our justific­
ation " (Rom. iv. 24, 25), God now proclaims " forgiveness 
of sins" to al], and " all that believe ARE justified from all 
things" (Acts xiii. 39). This is surely good news. The 
wonder is, that everybody does not at once believe it and 
be saved. Some do, and whatever others say they hav� 
and enjoy the salvation it brings. There is no reason why 
the reader should not be one of them. The message is � 
all, and the salvation it brings is to " whosoever believeth" 
Uohn iii. 16). Surely this is good news, worthy of being 
believed implicitly-and immediately received from God 
who cannot lie 



The Soldier's Challenge. 

T
HB roar of cannon and the bursting o1 she]ls around the 

fair city of Ypres brought terror to many hearts on 
that fateful day when the German armies appeared 

before the ancient town, with its famous Cloth Hall and 
many fine buildings. The days that followed brought 
their sorrows and their tears to many a home both there 
amid the devastation, and here where anxious hearts 
awaited to hear_ of the safety or fall of loved ones who were 
known to be amid the dangers of these terrible days. In

YPKF.'S, WITD ITS FAllOU8 CLOTIJ BALL, l� Tll!E OF Pf.AC!::, 

a trench near to which the bombs were bursting, and over 
which the shells were flying in their mission of death and 
destruction, a group of English soldiers, fresh from the 
homeland, were having their first experiences of the horrors 
of war. It was a severe test of their valour, and although 
brave and fearless, they knew that any might be their last 
hour on earth. Away in their quiet English village home 
two of that little group had heard and received the Gosee} 
of salvation (Eph. i. 13), the good news of God that "Christ
died for the unfodly" (Rom. v. 6), and that sinners. even
" the very chie " (1 Tim. i. 15), that believe on Him and
confess His Name (Rom. x. 9). are saved: yes, saved now



The Soldier's Challen(e, 

and for eternity. They had been telling their comrades of 
the Saviour before they stood facing death that day o• 
the fields of France, but they paid little heed to the message. 
Now, with death's shadow hanging over them, they were in 
eam�st, for as one and another who have returned from 
these scenes have told us, there are no sceptics and no 
careless men in the trenches. All believe in a God there, 
and there are few indeed who do not after some manner, 
direct their cry unto Him in the hour of danger. "Shall 
we kneel down, boys, and commit ourselves to the Saviour 
before we get the call to go?" said one of the two Christian 
soldiers, and without a dissenting voice the whole group 
knelt before the God of heaven, while the voice of the young 
corporal, in a few simple, Scriptural words, committed anew 
his own soul and the souls of his comrades fo "the saving 
grace of God," which alone can reach sinners: to the cleans­
ing blood of Jesus Christ which alone can cleanse them 
from their sins, and to the Word which gives the blessed 
assurance of the Lord, " Him that cometh to l\le, I will in 
nowise cast out" (John vi. 37). Then, in slow and measured 
words be repeated the words-so finely expressive of a 
,inner's faith in Christ as his personal Saviour-" I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto Him" (2 Tim. 
i. 12). Then, looking around the kneeling circle, he threw
out the challenge, " Do you all say AMEN to it boys?"
There was a pause, not of cowardice, but of solemn weighing
of the eternal issues. Then one after another uttered the
word" AMEN." It was the confession of their faith, and God
registered it in heaven. Some of the cirde fell in battle, 
others were maimed, and a few returned unscathed to 
confess before their fellows the Saviour whom they trusted 
that day in the trenches. And the same simple way i! 
open to all-soldier and civilian alike-who come as sinners, 
trusting alone in the God-given Saviour, than whom there 
is no other (Acts iv. 12).

THE ONLY SAVING NAME. 

There is no other saving Name 
Than that of Christ the Lord, 

Nor ia there any way of Ille 
Than trusting in His Word. 



"I Had only a Fashionable Profession,, " 

IN my early years, I was ta1Jght the doctrines ot the Bible, and �•the age of eighteen J became a member of the church of myparents. This was considered the right thing for all religiouslybrought up young persons. �o questions regarding my spiritualcooctition were asked at the time or after, but I was told 1t vonldbe expedeJ of me that 1 would take part in some church work, andin this way show my interest in the cause. Of course, 1 was willingto do this, and considered myself a highly successful Christianworker. This went on for some years, and might have so continued,for there was not a word spoken from pulpit or platform to arouseauch as I was out of spiritual sleep, or raise any doubt as to thereality of our Christianity. (n the mercy of God, I was broughtinto association with a lady whose Christianity was altogether4ifferent from mine, and although she said ,·ery little, 1 could SRBthere was something sue had in possession to which I was a stTaoger.I bad occasion to be a good deal in her company in the home and•ut of at, anJ ( could not help admiring the beauty and consistencyef her spirituaJ life. J got a favourable opportunity of asking bu•ne day how it was that she came aoto possession of the peace that■be enjoyed, and which '3eeme<l to accompany her into all her walksaf lHe. " It c..ame mto my life the very day that I became acquaintedwith the Lord Jesus as my JJersonal Rcdct-mer nod Righteousness,and learneJ from the Bible my acceptance before God 10 Him,"1he replieJ. I was astonished, and Vf'nturcd to remark, •· V.'e all4esire to know these Lhin�s, .\1rs. G- - . • •· ror tw.-oty years ofmy late I had only a fashiooahlt- profession, without a p,-rsonal faithlo Christ,•· she qutc::tly answered. 1 hat word seemed to completelyfit my casr, for 1 had nothing more. l t was no ea!ly thin'{ to on••• pride to come down to the sinner's �lac.e, and there stand by th• vtlest sinner, my only pit>;\ that" Cbnst d11�d for the ungodly "(Rom. 
v. 6). But I saw there was co other wny to God than the one throu�b whfob the s1�NJl'R enters, not as a church member or as a Cbnstiaoworker, l,ut as one who bas " sinned n11d c.:omc short of the glory ofGod " (Rom. Iii. 23)

1 
trusting in the worth and work of the Son ofGod. AnJ when I did so come, I was received in nod saved br grac:ea.lone. " �ot of works, lest auy man should boast " (Epb. h. 9). 

THE SINNER'S WEL0OMB. 

When I came to Christ the Snviour,Trusting In Ihm without doubt, Theo I beard 11111 word o( wolcomo­·• Hlm wbo comes l'll not cast out."



Grapes of Gall from Sodom's Vine. 

IT was a strange text that the preacher had that Sunday 
night, and the sermon was as bitter to some of its 
hearers as the " grapes of gall," of which it spake. It 

was not one of these .. flattering speeches " in which the 
virtues of human nature 
arc .. magnified, and its 
vices glossed with empty 
words of deceit, but a 
real old-time exposure of 
the secret sins and mid­
night orgies of communi­
cants and church mem­
bers who " profess that 
they know God, but in 
works deny Him " (Tit. 
j_ 16}. And be did not 
leave us until he bad usstanding before God's
judgment throne, where 
every work will be 
brought into the light 
with "every secret thing" 

(Eccl. xii. 14). If the value. of a sermon be the results that 
it yields, that sermon must have been one of a high order,for it raked the consciences of a large number who heard
it, and aroused such wrath as I never thought was possible 
among religious and churchgomg people. Some went out, 
and a round dozen declared they would "never enter" that 
church door again. I do not know if they kept their vow, 
but I can say this, that I and at least half-a-dozen others 
had our sins dragged out into the light, and set before us 
with their recompence and doom in such a manner that we 
could not get rid of the conviction that we were lost. And 
that was only the fir.;t stage of it, for the bitter weeks thatfollowed writhing under the lash of an accusing conscience,
were as " grapes of gall " indeed, and what 1 suppose isa foretaste of that hell in which sinners suffer the pangs of memory for sins committed but not repented of on earth. 
I thank God for that searching sermon, for its message led 
me to see that I needed a Saviour. And I learned from 1

Tim. L 15, "Christ Jesus" came. not to help the good 
or to assist the S@lf-righteous, but " to save sinners.,, 
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How a Man Becomes a Soldier: 

A COMPARISON AND CONTRAST TO THE GOSPEL'S CALL.

T
HE call had come forth from the King that 1nen were 

wanted to enlist as defenders of their hearths and 
homes against the threatened invasion of a powerful 

enemy. The whole British Empire was stirred into intense 
activity, and recruiting meetings were held everywhere. 
Men of all ranks came forward at the Royal call, presenting 
themselves as ready to wear the King's uniform and swear 
allegiance to his throne, even unto death. Some gave up 
bright prospects, good situations, comfortable homes ; 
many left their wives and families and businesses, sacrificing 
all that they held dear for the service of their King. And 
from far across the seas, Britons came from the prairies of 
Canada, the farms of Australia, the ranches of New Zealand, 
and the gold fields of Africa to aid the common cause and, 
i1 need be, lay down their lives for the defence of the laIJd 
of their fathers. It was a thrilling sight, and will be told 
to generations to come in glowing words. In the meantime, 
it may serve to illustrate and to press home the claims of 
another King, and to tell the story of another enlistment 
for a warfare and a peace in which we all have a present 
interest, and must have a part in its eternal issues, for or 
against, as f

r

iend or foe, loser or winner, victor or van­
quished. And all this for �ternity. 

A ROYAL PROCLAMATION has come forth from the Throne 
in the heavens calling for men : " Unto you, 0 men, I 
call: and ify Voice is to the sons of men " (Prov. Yiii. 4).
Not to anfels, for they need no such call, but serve con­
tinually, • hearkening to the voice of His Word " (Psa. 
ciii. 20). Not to demons, for there is no mercy to be shown
or grace offered to them. They are reserved " in chains under
darkness unto the judgment of the great day" (Jude 6).
The call is to mankind, to Adam's sinning race, over whom
God in patient mercy lingers, to whom He seeks to prove
His pardoning love, and show His reconciJing grace. This 
call IS unto all. For God "will have all men to be saved" 
(1 Tim. ii. 4) in this the day of His Gospel and l-Iis grace. 
Has the reader heard and obeyed the call from heaven? 

A PERSONAL D£<;ISIOJ11.-Although .the IGng's call was 
to all of a certain age and sex, each had to make bis decision 
and bis personal choice. Others might arouse, appeal, 



How a /lfa,a Detornes a Soldiu. 

entreat. but the man bimseli had to offer himself of his own 
free will-for in that early period of the call there was no 
compulsion, no conscription. In this day of grace tbe 
responsibility is with each to answer the Gospel call, and 
yield obedience thereto. Thank God, many do and become 
children of God (John i. 12-14), disciples of the Lord (Matt, 
xxviH. 19), and good soldiers of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. ii. 3), 
Saved by grace alone, apart from works of their own 
(Eph. ii. 8, 9), they enter on the training (Tit. ii. 12) and 
the service {I Thess. i. 9), not in order to be saved, but 
because they are, not to fight /or a place in Christ but 
irom it, where there is " no condemnation " (Rom. viii. I). 
lfany refuse, they " will not come " that they may have 
life (John v. 10). For them judgment is reserved, and thi!I 
they will be compelled to attend (John v. 2i•29). 

ALL 1s PROVIDED for the true soldier. Outfit, arms,
food, and training, not as his own costs, for " who goetb 
to warfare at his own charges?" (I Cor. ix. 7). In like 
manner, the one who yields to the call of God, who con­
fesses Jesus Christ as his Lord (Rom. x. 9), is found clothed 
in a righteousness not his own (Phil. iii. 9), already fit to 
be a sharer of the lot of the saints in light (Col. i. 12), his 
name enrolled in the register of heaven (Luke x. 20), and 
his life secured and assured beyond the reach of every foe 
(John x. 28). A point of contrast rather than comparison 
must here be noted ; one may present himself to become a 
solclier and be rejected, but no sinner ever presents himself 
to the Saviour to be sent away or cast out (John vi. 37). 
A man may masquerade as a soldier in a borrowed uniform, 
and an II alien enemy" may appear dressed up in stolen 
garb as a spy, to be detected, unmasked, and punished; 
so may a hypocrite wear the uniform of a saint. But both 
will have their day. Reader, have you obeyed 1.he call of 
God? Have you made your choke to become a subject 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you in the ranks of His 
disciples, training for His service, soon to share His victory 1 
You have the choice to make. Now is the time. 

COWARDS, SLACKERS, AND SHIRKERS are names given to 
those who prefer pleasure and ease to the service of their 
King. And there are some who in the day of judgment 
will appear as the "fearful" (Rev. xxi. 8), real cowards who 
feared the sneer of their fellows and remained Chri5tle11. 



How a Sinner is Accepted with God. 

B Y nature, man is afar off, and without God in the world. 
Morally, he is an alien from and an enemy of God, 
with nothing to commend him to or fit him for God's 

presence. In this condition he must remain so far as he i& 
concerned, for he cannot change his nature, nor can he 
alter his state. He is " without strength" (Rom. v. 6) to 
do anything to save or to help to save himself. It was to 
red�m, to reconcile, and to bring such sinners back to 
God, that the Son of God came into the world. The great 
Gospel charter reads: " Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners " (1 Tim. i 15). In infinite grace He placed 
Himself judicially where they were, and was " delivered 
for our offences" (Rom. iv. 25). " He was wounded for 
our transgessions, He was bruised for our iniquities " 
(Isa. liii. 5), and having met and satisfied the claims of 
Divine righteousness on their account, God raised Him 
from the dead in token of His well pleasedness in all that 
Christ had done. And of all who believe on :Him as their 
personal Saviour, and confess Him as their Lord (Rom. 
x. 9), He says they are " accepted in the Beloved " (Eph.
i. 6). God sees them in Christ and as Christ. They stand
ever before God in all the worth of the sacrifice of Christ,
once offered and for ever accepted on their behalf. They 
are, from the moment that they trust in the Son of God as 
their Redeemer and Saviour, seen as II in Christ," and not 
in their fallen condition as sons of Adam. Christ is their 
righteousness (1 Cor. i. 30), and in Him they are justified. 
Christ is their completeness (Col. ii. 10), and in Him God 
aees in them all that He desires. This is the ground of 
acceptance with God, and there is no other. The sinner 
without Christ stands in his ruin, in his sins, " condemned 
already" (John iii. 18). The sinner, trusting in Christ, 
1tands accepted before God in all the merit of His sacrifice. 



The Chaplain's Message: 
"TIIE LADS 'MUST HAVE CHRIST BEFORE THEY CO�IE HERE." 

T HERE had been a great battle in Northern France, and 
wounded and dying were being carried to field hos­
pitals where willing bands minjstered to their needs 

and sympathetic hearts sought to mfruster such comfortc 

umm MU o, Wil L'ITULNO A VU.WOE OP ru�CE. 

as were available in these sad and awful surroundings. 
Death bad set its mark on many a once fair form, and as
the last sands of life were sinking, servants of God, true
lovers of the souls of men, who knew tht! Gospel's power 
to save, moved from one to another receiving last messages 
for loved ones far away, never more to be seen on earth, and 
pouring into the .ears of the dying men the promises and 
consolations of the Gos{Wl. Alas I for those who leave 
the matter of their eternal salvation to the chances of a 
dying hour, and put away from them as if it were something 
they had no need of in the busy hours o{ life, that great 



TJ,a Chaplaill's ltlassag,. 

and grand salvation which tbe Christ of God went to the 
Cross of Calvary to procure, and now lives in the highest 
heaven to impart to all who personally come to Him as 
sinners, trusting in His precious blood to cleanse them 
from sin's guilt, and in His saving grace and power to deliver 
them from its practice. vVhcn the dead had been laid in 
their graves, and the wounded had been attended to, a 
chaplain, whose heart had been wrung with sorrow amid 
these awful scenes, wrote to a relative in his village home 
in EngJand, near to which many of his acquaintances and 
friends were training for miJitary service, saying, " I have 
been working among the. wounded and speaking to the 
dying amid such scenes as words fail- to describe. My 
message to you and to all Christian friends is this: 'Tell 
the ]ads who are in training that they MUST HAVE CHRIST 
BEFORE THEY COME OUT HERE, and seek to persuade them 
to accept and trust Him as their personal Saviour and 
Friend without de]ay. Nothing else can fit them for what 
may await them.' " 

The chaplain's message is a word from God to all, soldier 
and civilian alike, and they ought to be heard as the solemn 
testimony of one who bas stood on the confines of the 
eternal world, with only a step between him and death. 
The sou] needs Christ, Christ to save and Christ to keep. 
His blood alone can cleanse the soul from sin's guilt, His 
power alone deliver from its dominion. And Christ must be 
personally received, trusted, and confessed as Saviour, 
Owner, and Lord. 1-Ias the reader had thus to do with 
Christ ? Nothing short of this brings salvation to a sinner 
and a smner to God. Religion-as the word is commonly 
used-is not Christ. Reformation in outward life is not 
the same as being born again. Sinners need Christ as a 
personal S •viour: Christ to deliver and to save. And God 
has given His Christ to all. His death as a sacrifice and a 
ransom is " for all " (1 Tim. ii. 6), and the great salvation 
which His death bas procured, and which the Gospel 
proclaims. fs held forth without price or merit unto all. 
The dividing line between the saved and the lost is made 
in the words, '' He that believeth on the Son hath ever­
lasting life, and be that believeth not the Son shall no't 
·see life but the wrath of God abideth in him" (John iii. 36).



Salvation Sent by God to Sinners. 

I CAN never forget a short sermon of three simple heads preached 
in an out of the way schoolhouse nearly twenty years ago. 
I have a good right to remember that message, for it was used 

of God in bringing me into the possession, assurance, and enjoyment 
of God's great and glorious salvation, in which, through grace, I 
llave rejoiced all these years and still rejoice. The preacher was 
not one of the church's great men, but, like Barnabas of old, he 
was " a good man " (Acts xi. 24)

1 
and I believe used in bringing 

many to the Lord. For he knew the Gospel well, and had the joy 
of 1t abiding in his own heart continually, which is of far greater 
value to a preacher than either knowledge or gifts. His subject 
was " the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and they will 
hear it " (Acts xxviii. 28), and he dealt with it under the three 
simple heads. I. What is sent ?-Salvation. 2. Who sends it ?­
God. 3. To whom is it sent ?-Gentile sinners. He showed that 
salvation is what the sinner needs: not reformation or religion, 
but salvation from sin's guilt an<l dominion. He made as clear as 
noonday that of this salvation Christ is the" Author" (Heb. v. 12),
not man, and that it is of grace (Eph. ii. 9), not of works; that 
there 1s nothing to do in order to attain to it, nothing to wait for io 
order to get it. It is God's salvation, not man's, procured by the 
finished work of Christ, not by the weary efforts of smners·, all of 
God and from God alone. Then God Himself has sent it as His 
free gift. " The grace of God " (Tit. ii. I 1) brings it, and faith 
receives it. There is no premium, no price required, all is from 
God and all is of grace. And it is sent to " the Gentiles," such as 
arc •· afar ofl, having no hope and without Gorl in the world" 
(Eph. ii. 12), men and women of all natlons in all conditions, without 
righteousness or merit, for, said the .Preacher, it is as sinners, not 
as saints, that we are invited to receive this salvation of God. And
there is no need to wait for you can never make yourselves more 
welcome to it than you are. Therefore take it now, and as you 
are, as the God-sent gift of grace." The light of the Gospel shone 
into my h".art that hour. I saw that salvation was of grace and 
for me, just as I was, and l accepted it as the gift of God, and like 
one of old could say, "Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation" (Luke 
ii. 30), and in His !'alvation I still" l?featly reioice" (Psa. xxi. I),

BOW SALVATION IS RECEIVED. 

Salvation is not earned by works, 
Nor by some merit given, 

Nor is it by their prayers and te.us 
That sinners enter heaven; 

Accepted by a sinner·s faith, 
Assured by God's own Word, 

Salvation is by grace alone, 
All 011 and FROM the Lord. 



A Great Event of the Future. 

T
HERP. i� a day and an hour fixed by God, in which men 

will be summoned to stand before His judE:ment 
throne, and give to Him an account of bow they have 

-spent their lives on earth. Some would rather not have to
appear there, but none can 
escape it, for the Word of 
God most plainly declares, 
that ,. God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it 
be good or whether it be 
evil " (Eccl. xii. 14), and that 
all will be judged " according 
to their works" (Rev. xx. 15). 
\Ve are informed that the day 
for this great assize is ,. ap­
pointed,." and that the Judge 
is already II ordained " (Acts 
xvii. 31), so that there is not
the slightest chance of it being

postponed or cancelled. It is to be the greatest event of 
the future to the world. Men who lived on earth six 
thousand years ago, in times before the Flood. will be 
there. Not one of th<>m will ,. escape the judgment of 
God " (Rom. ii. 3). Emperors, kings. senators, warriors, 
priests, and leaders, with millions upon millions of man­
kind who have lived throughout the ages, some remem­
bered, most forgotten. will all be there to give account of 
themselves to God. And what a reckoning day that will 
bf" I \Vhat rf>vPlatinns I What disclosures I What un­
·wrappings o( hidden sin I What strippings of false pro­
fe$-.i-1n and exposure5 of hypocrisy I And to those who
heard,, but obeyed not the Gospel of Christ, God's greatest
mr�S:'IJ?e tn mankind, the " opened books " will disclose the
now hjdden causes of unbelief and Christ-rejection, which
led on the sinner to his doom. Does the reader ever think
of this comin� judgment hour and what will be bis part
therein ? To those who are now ,. in Christ," the \:Vord
assures us there is " no condrmnation," for they have
already passed from death in sin to life in Christ, and they
:Shall not come into judgment (John v. 24, R.v.).



Aff/rf.k:E,VED IN // BALL/(00,1/,· 

1 /IE ,\'TOR V OFAN OFF.ICE R'S IV/FE'S CO1VVEN.\IO,V 

Tllnl' LHPI' 'J'IIH U.tl' IIAl,lll'JV,1/ llt.llJIJII.Vt.l• 



Awakened in a Ballroom: 
T11E STORY OF AN OFFICER'S \,V1FE

1

S CONVERSION. 

A GAY lady. mnving in the upper circles of society, hau 
bet>n married to an army officer, who was ordered 
some months later to India. His young wife accom­

panieci him there, and for the first few months entered into 
all the festi,·itiec; and frivolitit:s of life in the Indian city 
in which they lived. But the cloud of sorrow shortly 
darkeneci their home in the death of their firstborn child, 
which turned the bereaved mother's thoughts to a long 
forgotten God, whose Vlord she had known sr.mething of 
in her girlhood, being the child of a godly home. But, as 
0ftcn happens, when one is crushed by disappointments, 
sorrow, and loss, unless the trouhlt-d spirit turns to the 
liYing Lord, who alone can give it peace, and the broken 
h --:nt to tlte C!trist who can satisfy it with a portion better 
than the world can give, sooner or later the unrenewed 
life and unregenerate nature will return to its former fare, 
perhaps to c:.ink deeper into the slou�h of godlPss worldli • 
ness than before. It was many a month ere the officer's 
wife was fit for the voyage home to her native land. and 
when she reached it her wasted form anrl whitened hair 
told how deep the vale of sadness had be<:n through which 
she had passt'd. But beyonci a subdued and sndrlened 
spirit, there was no trace of any work of grare in her soul, 
or of any truP tum1ng to God in repentanre and toward 
the Lord Jesus in faith (Acts xx. 2r) unto sal\'ation in her 
life. She simply remained disconsolate and lonely. keeping 
apart from everything. When she wa!- able to return to 
her husband in India, he sought to lead her out intfJ rnm­
p!.lly, and succeeded as far a� to get her promise to accom­
pany him to a ball when• many old society friPnds were 
to be met. But it wac; evirlP.nt to all that c;l,e had no ht-art 
in it, and before the evening bad far advanced, she seemed 



Awak6ned in a Ballroom. 

eager to quit the whole gay scene. There was at that time 
a remarkable man in that part of India acting as a military 
chaplain, Samuel Hebich by name, a faith.f ul witness for 
Christ, never failing to reprove sin or missing an oppor­
tunity to present the Gospel among the men in the canton­
men ts among which he moved. Hearing of the forth­
coming ball, he sought wisdom from God to bear some 
testimony for Christ and eternal things in the midst of that 
gay and godless scene. During a pause, and while the 
occupants of the ballroom were engaged in conversation, 
Hebich stepped into the room, and in a clear and solemn 
voice began to quote the words, " And the kings of the 
earth and the great men and the rich men, and the chief 
captains and every bondman and every freeman hid them­
selves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains. And 
said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us and hide us 
from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb. For the great day of His wrath 
is come, an<l who shall be able to stand ?" (Rev. vi. 15-17). 
Tht!n he tu med and left the room Some stood motionless, 
and others trembled, as in that hour of ancient time when 
on Belshazzar's palace wall, the fingers of an unseen hand 
wrote the doom of Babylon and its king. Laying hold on 
her husband's arm the officer's wife said, " Take me from 
here. God has fo11owed me, and my sin stares me in the 
face." There was more than shock and fear-which 
quickly pass. There was in her case, genuine conviction 
of sin, and it was followed by true conversion to God 
through faith in Christ, as a decided and devoted Christian 
life of many years abundantly proved, iP which she bore 
blessed testimony to the mercy of God that met her that 
hour in a ballroom, convicting her of sin by means of the 
words of his honoured witness, and leading her to find the 
rest and portion of her soul in Christ as her personal 
Saviour. An<l the same God of all grace is ready to save 
sinners anywhere and everywhere, just as they are and 
where they are. And the best way to prove it is to own 
yourself NOW a sinner in His sight, and commit your soul 
to the precious blood of Christ, which cleanses from all sin 
There 1s no safety, no satisfac-tion in the world with its 
empty plc·asures lead'ng on to Death. But in the Son 
of God, there is life and peace and pleasures evermore. 



How to Obtain God's Mercy. 

N OTHING that a sinner can do will ever earn the mercy 
of God. Nothing that he can give will ever gain him 
a place in heaven. Salvation is in Christ, and by

grace alone. Human effort has no hand in procuring it. 
�Ian's religion can lend no aid in providing it. All is of
grace and by Christ, from first to last. The \iVord of God 
declares as plainly and clearly as a child may learn it: 
cc Not by works of righteousness which WE have done, but 
according to His tnercy He saved us 11 (Tit. iii. 5). "It is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but OF

Goo that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). And this mercy 
of God toward sinners has already been shewn in the long­
suffering with which He has borne with them, and in the
gift of His only begotten Son to be their Deliverer and 
Saviour. It is not to some undefined form of mercy in some 
unrevealed day that a sinner is to hope for salvation. 
There is no such promise or hope held forth in the Word of 
God. Whoever risks his soul to any such "mercy" will find 
he is deceived, and that he has been 1nisled. The n1ercy 
of God is already revealed in the Gospel. There, He is 
shewn to be" a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful" 
(Neh. ix. 17), and sinners are invited here and now to accept 
of His mercy in the 11 forgiveness of sins " (Acts xiii. 38) 
He proclaims in the Gospel. This is the way to partake of 
God's mercy, and to prove His grace toward maen. It is 
folly to hope in some future mercy while rejecting His 
present pardon and neglecting His preferred salvation. 
What does the reader answer to this? Has he welcomed 
the God-sent Saviour who came to procure salvation by 
His death ? Has he beJieved the Gospel message with his 
heart, and does he confess with his mouth Christ as His 
Lord (Rom. x. 9). Does he say 1

' The Son of God who 
loved ME and gave Himself for ME" (Gal. ii. 20). This is 
the faith of one who has obtained mercy" (rTim. i. 16) ? 



The Belgian Refugee; 
OR, 

If 

BEAUTIFUL �OROS OF LIFE TO ME." 

D
RIVEN from their home on the outskirts of Brussels, the 

capital of Belgium, by the invading German armies, 
a family of Belgians had c0me to England to find ·a 

f'efuge until the hour of their national d�liverance brings 
them again to their land in peace. Sad and lone they 
wandered in their new surroundings amongst stran,gers, 
unable to understand the speech of those with whom they 
met and n1ingled. Although most of the Belgian people 

TUR OARE DU '(OllD, BRUSSELS. 

are clain1ed as Romanists, the truth is that the greater 
number have no religion at all. The neglect of God's Word 
and its absence from the homes of the people leaves the 
infidel a free field for his assaults against everything bearing 
the Name of God and Christ, false and true alike. His business 
being to get rid of everything that claims to be Divine, he 
makes no distinctions between the truth of God as revealed 
in His Word, and the tr.i.ditions of Popery as read in her 
missals. And thus it is that thousands are led into the 
dreary mazes of unbelief and utter indifierence to things 
eternal. The Belgian refugee family had near neighbours 
in the place of their sojourn who showed them many 
kindnesses, which were appreciated. The absence o{ reading 



Th6 Belgian Re/i,gee. 

matter in their own Flemish tongue made it lonesome for 
the mother, who remained in the house all day, while her 
daughters were engaged at work in various capacities. 
The mother of the neighbouring household being in the 
city one day, chanced to see in a bookseller's shop a Flemish 
New Testament for sale, and thinking it might be of special 
interest to the Belg-ian household she bought and banded 
it to the Belgian mother next day when visiting her. Look­
ing at the book, and seeing her own familiar language, she 
clasped it to her bosom, and said in broken English, 
" Beautiful words of life to me." It transpired that she 
had been brought up near to a Protestant meeting place, 
in which as a girl she had heard the Gospel and read the 
Word of God. Now, in the time of her distress, while far 
from her country and her home, the Book of God, with its 
"beautiful words of life," had come to her ag�in. There 
is good evidence thnt the Word of God has not only brought 
'' beautiful words of life" to this Belgian wo1nan's home. 
but that through reading and receiving them in faith, these 
words of God have brought life itself-that eternal life 
which all who believe on the Name of the Son of God 
(John xx. 31) receive-to her soul. This is just what God 
sends His Gospel to impart, and if the reader would be a 
joyful possessor of it now, the words of John v. 24 tell 
simply and surely how it may be his to-day. These 
·• beautifu] words of life" from the lips of the Son of God
are a! follows: '' He that heareth My Word and b lieveth
on Him that sent m, .. hath l'Vcrlasting life. and shall not
come into judgm:nt, but is passed from dt'ath unto life."
Te .. hear" and •• b·lieve" is to have in actual pre--ent
possession that life ever}a .. ting which Christ came to give,
aJ1d which He now imparts to all who bdieve in Him. But
the hour will come when the Life-giver will assume the
place of Judge and then th,·re will be no more mercy but
&tern rt!tribution upon all who despise His present grace,
and that salvation which it brings.

LIF£ THE FREE GIFT OF GOD. 

Lile comes to men through Christ 
God's gift to all so free, 

And when in faith I claim it now 
That life is then in me. 



The Sinner Deals Direct with the Saviour, 

AMONG those that profess to believe in the effacacy of the Gospel
o( Christ as •• the power of God unto salvation" (Rom. i. 16), 
there are some who teach-and we fear a large number who 

believe--that there are certain prepara tlons necessary on the part 
of the sinner, in order to believe the r.ospel and receive the hies.s­
ings it hnngs. ln other wo1ds, that there is some sort of moral 
condition nee<led to bring sinners to where God can meet them and 
the Gospel sa,·e them. vVith some it is reliitioo : you must become 
religious, join the church, sharing its ordinances, t::\king pa.rt in its 
worship, anrl thus enter the sphere in which grace is supposed to 
be dispensed and the �pirit to work. But there is no vestige of 
Scripture to support this theory, not one word to authorise it, from 
Genesis to Revelation. )Jo doubt, when one believes the Gospel, 
aad is saved to become a disciple of the Loi d, be will seek to ' join 
lwnseli " to felJow-disc1ples of Christ, as Saul of Tarsus djd immedi­
ately he was converted (Acts ix. 26). But this is somethmg alto­
gether diflerent from " joining the church " in order to obtain 
alvation by means of its ordinancec; or through the medium of its 
ministries. Saul was saved as a sinner, aye, as the very " chief " 
of sinners (1 Tim. i. 15), through faith in the Lord Jesus Chriat 
alone (2 Tim. i. 12), apart from the offices of any apostle (Gal. i. 17), 
or the ordinances a.on sacraments of any church. An<l he tells as 
tllat his conversion is a " pattern " to thosP whl) should " bere­
af ter belie"e" (1 Tim. i. 16). So we are pt:rfectly safe in saying­
for Scnpture everywhere teaches and ilJustrates it-that Chri..!t 
aves sinners anywhere and everywhere, as and where they are, 
without conditions and apart ftom preparations. lf you knuw and 
own your guilt (Rom. iii. 19) before God, aorl believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Acts xvi. 31) as the One who diecJ for your sins (1 
C.or. xv. 3l, and rose for your justification (Rom iv. 25), God says 
" thou shalt be saved." And surelv as the WORK of Cbnst is suffi­
cient for salvaoon, so the WoRf' of God 1s enough for certainty. 
As there is nothing to add to Christ's work for our salvation, so is 
there nothmg beyond the \\"ord of God needed for.our_.assurance. 

SAVI NG FAITH. 

Faith a."lks no sign anc1 seeks no sight, 
But r�t3 on Christ the Lord; 

Reporuig m full confiJence 
On God's unchanging Word. 



A Fact that All Must Face. 

T
HE solemn declaration that comes from the eternal

Throne in the heavens is, " Behold y,: h .ve sinned 
against the Lord " (Num. xxxii. 2). This is a fact 

that many seek to shun, and tl1at others spurn, but that 
all must sooner or 
later face, now or in. 
the day of judgment .. 
That there are de­
grees of human guilt 
(Rom. ii. I2), and 
that some ,vill meet 
with a ''sorer pwtlsh­
ment" (Heb. x. 29} 
than others,is plainly 
made known to aU 
in the Word of God. 
That some have bad 
greater privileges, 
and therefore more 
responsibility than 
others, conscience in 

all ·must own, and for this, account will have to be given to 
God. That there are men and women of clean, moral life 
while others revel in their lusts, is common knowledge to 
us • aU, nevertheless the solemn fact remains, that in the 
sight of God, and in the reckoning of heaven, "There is 
NONE righteous, no one ONE." Sin has stained the page oi 
each and all in the records of high heaven, and these sins 
must either be pardoned here or punished hereafter. Such 
is the plain and final testimony of the Word of the eternal 
God, and there is no chance of it being altered or abolished. 
Has the reader ever personally, seriously thought of th.is 
when alone with God? It can be nothing short of the 
utmost folly to shut out from consideration a subject so 
personal and vital, having so vast issues for eternity. Sin 
was what brought the Son of God to the Cross. There 
"Christ once suffered for sins the Just for the unjust, that 
He might bring us to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18), and in virtue of 
His atoning Work God is now proclaiming II forgiveness of 
sins " (Acts xiii. 38) to all in the Gospel. But while some 
receive the relilJssion, many despise and reject it. 



THE GLA GOff/ ff/Al?EI-IOUSEMAN, 

HIS CONVENSION AS AN E,1/IGRA.l'IT TO THE 

FAR !VEST. 



The Glasgow Warehouseman, 
His CONVl!RSION AS AN EMIGRANT TO THE FAR WEST.

T
HE Central Station, Glasgow, was a busy scene on a 

Friday evening some years ago, during the emi�a­
tion boom to the Far West. Groups of relabve3 

and friends, accompanying loved ones leaving the land of 
their birth stood conversing, while the last moments sped, 
and many tender, tearful farewells were witnessed when 
the moment of parting came. A young warehouseman, 
who had come along unobserved and alone, stood in front 
of an open carriage ready to take his seat in the outgoing 
train when the signal was given. Frank was alone in the 
world. His parents had died in the village of his birth in 
the far North, and so far as he J...'llew, he had nobody to 
welcome him in the land to which he went. Five yean 
in one of the warehouses in the great city had given him a 
good experience in his business, ancl he ltf t with a first 
class ccrtificat� of character from his employers, and with 
the goodwill o{ his fellow:;. But he lacked the one thing 
needful for the journey of life, and to give htm certainty 
in what lies at the end thereof. Frank lacked Christ as 
his personal Saviour with the great salvation procured by 
Him by His death on Calvary, and proclaimed 1n the 
Gospel to all n1ankind. No doubt he had heard the message, 
but it had not been received in a personal faith unto salva­
tion. This, and nothing short of it, gives the present 
position and joyfuJ assurance of being a child of God 
and a disciple of Christ. A moment or two before the 
whistle sounded, a fellnw-warehousenan came along the 
platform, and grasping Frank's hand said, " I thought I 
would come along and see you ofJ, for, like myself, you have 
not many friends in the world. I would like to say to you 
before we part-for it may be a long time ere we meet 
again-make the Son of God •your Saviour, and He will, 
prove to you a faithful Friend for time and eternity. I 
have proved Him so." There was no time for another 
word, save " Thank you, Tim, I shall not forget your 
advice," ere the signal was given, and a moment later. the 
train steamed from the platform, parting friends for long, 
in some cases for ever. 

During the journey and throughout the voyage acros. 
the Atlantic, Frank thought often of that parting word. 



Tha G/a.�,:riw II' areho1m1""' 11, 

(t kept him company in the hours o( night, while lying 
awake listening to the thump of the ship's engines and the 
•ound of her foghorn, " Make the Son of God your Saviour.''
rhn.t seemed simple enough, yet he h.id not done it. He
knc,v that full well. Then the assuring word, " He will
prove a faithful Friend for time nnd eternity," clinched by
,be personal testimony of bis fellow-worker," I have proved
Him so," brought the mntter very personally to his heart
.lnd soul. 1-Ic needed a Saviour, for he was a sinner, and
he required a faithhll Friend and Companion to guide hi,n
.dong life's rugged pathway, for he was alone in the world.
God has His eye on a seekin� soul, and His messengers
arc never far distant when a sinner is in quest of the Saviour.
As Philip the evangelist was sent to the Ethiopian treasurer
in the desert of Gaza in dnys of old, a Christian shipwright,
crossing the Atlantic in the same ship, bec.._me God's
messenger to the Glasgow youth. Standing on the deck
in the evening hour, that Christian man preachP.d to his
fellow-passengers the Gospel in its simplicity from John
aii. 16, and Frank believed the 1nessage, and received lhe
�on of God (John i. 12) as his personal Saviour that hour.
His conversion has proved itself real in n. �odly life and
bright testimony in thr. Far West for over twenty years,
and often alongside the man whose message brought him
to decision, he has told the story of the Glasgow warehouse­
man's faithful word, and the effect it had upon him. Has
the reader made Christ his personal Saviour ? Does he
know Him to-day as his fatthful Friend ? There is no
Saviour other than Christ, nor is there any salvation apart
from a personal acceptance of Him to tJ1e soul.

THE GIFT OF GOD TO ALL MANKIND. 

By sin wo all have carnf-d Oen th, 
And Judgment ls our due, 

But God in mercy sent His Son 
Tbnt wo might live anew 

And through His llfo n ransom given, 
He' satisfied the chums 0£ h�ven. 

Eternal Lire lo Christ the Lord 
Js Cod's free gift to men, 

And nll who in His Name believe, 
Arc surely" born Oflaln." 

With Chrlsl their llfo, 10 lllm they 9taod, 
And none can pluck them from His band. 



The Only Fitness Needed. 

1'HERF. are n1a.ny anxious and seeking souls; kept from tbr
possession and enjoyment of God's great salvation. 
�ause they think themselves unworthy to receive 

it. It has become deeply engrossed in the minds of many 
that the Gospel and the salvation and peace it proclaims 
are only for those who haxe attained a certain degree of 
merit. They suppose that God's free gift of eternal life

(Rom. vi. 23) is for those who have a certain fitness to 
receive it. They sincerely believe that it is saints and not 
sinners· whom God saves, and that until they have certain 
evidences that such fitness is theirs, they cannot be saved 
or know it. These are not the thoughts of God. They are 
not found in God's Word ; nay more, they are entirely 
contrary to all that is written there. If one thing is more 
clear than another in the Book of God, His Divine revela­
tion to mankind, it is, that God loves sinners (Rom. v. 8) 
just as they are; that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners (r Tim. i. 15), that it was not for the good 
but the bad-" the ungodly" (Rom. v. 6)-that He died, 
and that it is to sinners, not to saints, that the Gospe) 
proclaims in His Name the forgiveness of sins (Acts xiii. 38). 
There is no fitness required, in order to be a possessor of 
God's salvation. It is provided for sinners just as they 
are, and the \Vord is still as true of Christ in heaven, as it 
was when He was here below, " Th.is Man receiveth sinners'' 
(Luke xv. 2). If you are a sinner, you are one for whom 
Christ died. If you are " ungodly," you are one of the class 
whom God justifies (Rom. iv. 5). His own assuring word 
is, ,. Him that cometh to Me, 1 will in no wise cast out " 
(John iv. 37). You are just in the right condition now, as 
you are, and in the right place, where you are, for God to 
save. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved " (Acts xvi. 31). 



Born Again on a Rustic Bridge. 

M
Y conversion to God happened exactly fifty years

ago. I remember the night, the hour, and the place 
right well. It was a memorable night in my life 

history. There will not be another equal to it, until "the 
hour of my departure " comes. And even then, it will be 
but the result of that earlier experience when I passed 
from death to life, standing on a rustic bridge near to my 
home. People wonder at us making so much of conversion. 

• I ltl(OW TUC SPOTO!\ THAT nusnc DRIDO&, WUEI\R 1 t'ASS&D FI\Oll DEATU TO UJ•.'' 

and talking so n1uch o[ the second birth. But if they only 
knew what it means and how much it brings to those who 
" belong to Christ " (Mark ix. 41), they would understand. 

I was brought up in the faith that a &ood Churchman is. 
a Christian, that he became so at his baptism, and that in 
his confirmation he received the Holy Ghost, as the bishop 
says when he lays his hands upon his head. I never ques­
tioned this, and nobody ever said a worcl to me during the 
first nineteen years of my )ife that there was any doubt 



no,,, Agaiu on " Rrutic Dridg,. 

about the reality of it. I knew, of course, that. many who 
were reckoned as Churchmen lived contrary to their pro­
fession, drinking, gambling, and even worse, while they 
reeeived the Communion. But when some of them, wetl 
known to me, died, they were buried in the " sure hope of 
a glorious resurrection ,. all the same. This I know acted 
as a sop to my conscience, and I am sure it does the same 
to others. It is taken for granted that all who are baptised 
and confirmed and continue good Churchmen go to heaven 
when they die. But is it true ? It is surely a fearful thing 
to deceive people if it is not. And the vVord of God is as 
clear as noonday in its teaching, that II without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord," and that 11 ,vithout faith­
personal faith in the Son of God as Saviour and Redeemer­
it is impossible to please" God (Heb. xi. 6; xii. 14). It 
came as a shock to me when I heard a preacher say-what 
was considered 'at the time by our church people very 
improper-that a Churchman, like any other sinner, 
needed to be converted to God, or he would perish in his 
sins. I resented that very much at first, but it fixed itself 
on my mind as the truth. And a neighbour, who walked 
home with me from the evening service on a Sunday night, 
said it was quite true, for be had experienced it.. rle was a 
man of unblemished life, yet he bad to be converted. So 
then surely must I. I had nobody to speak to on the 
subject but this man, and we seldom met. I called on 
him one night and told him how exercised I was about it 
ever since that statement of his. We walked long and 
late, and it was during that conversation that I learned 
the meaning and the way of salvation. I saw it was not 
in me, or by my efforts, nor in the Church and its Sacra­
ments, but wholly from Christ and in the merits of His 
atoning death. And blessed be His -Name, .I rested there 
and found grace. I know the spot on the rustic bridge 
where the life of God came into 1ny soul, brought there 
by the Spirit (John iii. 5) when I believed the \Vord (1 Pet. 
i. 23), and received Christ as my own Saviour (1 John v. I).
Let the reader pause and consider whether he has had any
such experience. There is no Christianity without persona)
faith in Christ. There will be no heaven hereafter apart
from a saving change experienced here-and now. And that
change is known to all who are II in Christ'."



Pa.at Judgment, and Waiting for Glory. 

IN my early years o( Christian life, just alter l had ht>eo aroos,d
to sec my guilt in the si�ht of God, and learned that the <:;oo 

of God came into the world " to save sinners•· (1 Tim. i. 15), J was 
convinced my only hope if salvation was to be found in Cbn!tt 
and in His sacrificial death oo the Cross for me a •onner (Rom 
v. 8), and in this confidence I ca.st myself just as J was upon H1m,
trusting Him wholly and only with my soul, and in the language of
the apostle I could say, " I know whom I have heheved, and am
persuade<l that He is able to keep that which J have committed
unto Him " (2 Tim. i. 12). But there was oo clear tc-ach1n2 1n thoc;t"
days of the new place into which all who believe in Christ are hrou�ht,
which the Lord Himself describes as that of being already p .. R�rd
" from death to life," and in which none who 1-tanrl iball ever

.. come into judgment " (John v. 24, R.v.). While I had a vague
belief t.hat ultimately I would be in heaven in virtue- of the work

and worth of Christ, J had a strange fear of the Jo<lgment day
which, as we were taught, would settle finally the account of all with
Cod. It was a dreary outlook, and little wonder most of us had our
fears and misgivings as to what it might bring. But God in His
cich mercy sent a messenger o! 1 lis into our mjdst, who bad the
Gospel of the glory o( Christ in its {ulness glowing in his heart,
and its message flowed from bis lips as a living stream. He- said
in one of bis addresses, " Sinners who have helievcd 10 Christ are
oot waiting for a judgment day to decide whether they are to be
accepted or condemned : they koow already that they are· 10 Christ','
and ' there is no condemnation to them that Rre 10 Christ Jesus •
(Rom. viii. 1). They are PA�T judgment and waitin� for glory."
The Scriptures showing the difference hetween the JUdJ;mwnt of the
sinner, which is a thing of the past to the heliever, who 1q reckoned
to have been" crocitiecl with Christ" (Gal. 11. zo), an<1 rhe Judgment
.seat of Christ, which is not to scttlo who as to be 10 ht'aven, but to
re,;ew and reward all that has been done by the saved one sioa­
bis conversion, made the truth clear as the morning sun to me, and
J have ever since had a new outlook, not fearing a comtnl( 1udgment,
t,ot waiting for coming glory which makes all the differeoce.

GOD'S CLAIMS ALL FULLY IIET. 

The Lord in tile upon the Throne, 
Is Heaven's great sign to me, 

That all l;od's righteous claims were met 
By Him upon the tree. 



How Eternal Life Is Obtained. 

T
HEHR is a very common delusion abroad, that et<:rn . .il 

life-which is something more than continuou!i 
existence which is common to all mankind-can only 

be obtained as the recompense for a Jong and laborious life 
of good works and rcligiou, 
duties. And as many have 
the fear that they would not 
be able to continue in such a 
course, or attain to the object 
to be a warded at the end 
they give up all hope and 
settle down to lives of utter 
indifference regarding eternaJ 
things. But this is not God'� 
way of life, but a complete 
travesty of it. " The free 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord ,, (Rom.
vi. 28, R.v.). This tells it is not a reward for work done,
but a free gift, for which there is nothing to do or pay.
And this eternal life is something received and possessed
at the beginning of Christian life, not an award at its close.
It is already given. " God HATH given to us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son. He that IIATII the Son hath
life" {r John v. 11, 12). It is received by faith, not for
works. " He that believeth on the Son HATH everlasting
life " {John iii. 36). And the assurance of its possession is
not from feelings, but by the testimony of the unchanging
Word of God. " These things have I written unto you
tb.1t believe on the Name of the Son God, that ye may
KNOW that ye HAVE eternal life " (r John v. 13). All thi�
is simple, clear, and definite. The open question is, wilJ
you make it YOURS to-day ? The Gift of life is already
given, so there is nothing to wait for. The Way of life has
been made clear and plain, so there is nothing to do for it.
The Assurance of life as a present possession is guaranteed
in the Word, so that there is no room for doubt. The
�ejection of all this, through indifference or unbelief, will
bring God's judgment on Christ-rejectors as surely as the
Word declares it. There is yet time for all who will, to
accept II the free gift of God,'' but no time to trifle, for the 
hour of Divine judgment is at hand. 



IN THE POWER Or- THE 

DEST/'(O V El?, 

AND HOIV THE BOND J,VAS BROKEN. 

'·IlH LISTKNllD '1'0 Bl:i AIOTll.ER'S WORDS." 



In the Power of the Destroyer, 
AND How TIIE BOND WAS BROKEN.

I
• the room of a country house on the outskirts of a 

pretty East Lothian village, a middle-aged lady stood 
conversing earnestly with her only son, a tall and 

comely youth of twenty-one years. He was a student in 
the University of Edinburgh, and for the first two years of 
hi■ studies had .made splendid progress in his classes. Rut 
the temptations and snares of city life had proved tqo

■trong for his resistive powers, and he bad become a pleasure
lover more than a student for some months. This was a
great grief to his Christian mother, whose hopes were set
on the future of her only son, upon whom she had spent
much to set him in the profession upon which as a lad hi�
heart had been set. She had taken the whole IJlatter daily
to God in believing prayer, and now the hour had come in
which she felt it to be her part to speak most solemnly
and earnestly to him of what she feared if continued,
would prove his ruin in life and for eternity as well. \Vatch­
ing for a favouraole mom�nt when they were quite alone,
1he spoke to her son of the sin and danger of the company
he kept, the haunts of pleasure he frequented, and what
the inevitable results must be to himself and to her, if be
continued in his present course. And last of all, with tear­
dimmed eyes, she reminded him of his godly father's
example, and his fa1ewell counsel written by his own band
while on his dying bed. Petulant and angry at being
found out, he at first claimed that he was " no worse than
others," but later, he seemed asha.med and softened, and
promised to " make a break " with those who were leading
him astray. But this is easier said than done, for the great
adversary of God and destroyer of men, when he fixes his
fetters on a soul, knows how to goad on his victim, some­
what like the man of Gadara, of whom we read that he
was " driven by the devil " (Luke viii. 29), as a withered
leaf before the ,vind. When he returned to the city on the
following Monday, be found his companions arranging to
■pend that evening in one of the theatres, in which a special
attraction had appeared the previous week. All that
afternoon a stru�gle raged within his breast, for be remem­
bered the pronuse made to his mother, and he bad not 
lost the sense of honour that belongs to a son to keep a 



I,. the Powe, o/ 1h11 De$t,oye,. 

promise made to a parent. But how was he to do it, for 
the po,vers of evil were strong, and he was weak. But 

" God moves in n mysterious way, His wonders to perform,•• 

and His providence and power �re equal to His �race 
toward the souls of men. The night proved exceedmgly 
inclement, ru1d just es the hour struck at which the student■ 
were to meet, a dassn1ate called to say that the theatre 
to which they were to have gone had been on fire, and wa■ 
closed. 11 \Vhat <lo you say to go and hear the American 
Major who is to address a meeting of students in the Mound 
to-night. Some of the chaps are going, and we may a■ 
well go .as sit by the fireside.,, They started together, and 
reached the place as :Major Whittle, of Chicago, was begin­
ning his Gospel address, which was on the words, " .He 
hath sent me to preach deliverance to the captivea" 
(Luke iv. 18) It was a faithful message, straight to the 
mark, describing captivity to sin and Satan, and telling 
of Christ's power to deliver, to save, and to keep-ju■t 
tbe message that the student ne,edP.d, and that God blessed 
to his soul. A mother praying in her home, a faithful 
01esscnger preaching the 'Nord, and a soul convicted of 
,in listening to the message, were the links that brought 
about a definite decision to yield to Christ, which both be 
and his companion did then and there. And from that 
hour the bonds of sin were broken ; hi:-; soul was filled with 
peace, his lips were opened in confession of Christ, and 
th� haunts of sin saw him no more. The Lord who saved 
has kept, and the life received that ni�ht has been mani­
lei.ted in obedience to the Lord and test1mony to His grace. 

THE ENTRANCE AND THE WAY TO BEAVEN. 

When Jesus said, •• l am THE Door," 
He made it clcnr and plain 

That all who seek another way, 
Must search for it in vain: 

Tho only entrance door to God 
ls Christ nnd His ntoo1og Blood. 

When Christ declared, " I am TUB wa,," 
Ho wished us all to know 

That only those who nro lo Him, 
To God nod heaven can go : 

Tho Word o( God in plainnou aalth 
All other wnya lend down to death. 



Confessing Jesus Christ as Lord. 

I :s the great indictment of sinners of all nations, which is
recorded in Rom. iii. 10-19, the mass of mankind, 
without distinction of nationality or creed, are brought 

in "guilty before God," with their mouths closed. When 
the individual sinner finds himself there, acknowledging 
the righteousness of the Judge's verdict, he is where grace 
can meet him in salvation. Has the reader bowed to the 
verdict of high heaven, and does he acknowledge himself 
as guilty before God, liable to wrath and ready to perish ? 
This is the place where grace meets a sinner, and where the 
Gospel becomes good news, bringing the word of deliver­
ance. " The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost" (Luke xix. 10), and " Christ died for the 
UNGODLY" (Rom. v. 8), are words which have a new 
meaning to a sinner who knows he is lost and who owns 
he is guilty. The " word of faith " is " nigh " to all such. 
And it is this: " That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation " (Rom. x. 9-10.
R.T.). Does the reader believe with the heart on the Son
of God? Does he with the mouth confess Jesus as his 
Lord? These conditions being fulfilled the Word of God 
declares, "thou shalt be saved." In the case of many. it 
is the want of this confession of Jesus as the Lord, that
kee_ps them in bondage and in fear. In their hearts they 
believe on the Son of God, reposing on Him alone for salva­
tion, but the confession of Him to God, as Lord, and Owner, 
brings the soul in light and liberty.



The Liverpool Accountant, 
Wno WAS SAVED BY GRACE ON SOUTHPORT SANDS. 

A SAD and lonely man walked the streets <>f Liverpoo)
on a Sunday afternoon. He had a comfortable home, 

• was engaged in a profession which brought him a
good income, and he had neither financial nor home troubl� r

Still he was unhappy. Do you know why? It was simply 
because he had discovered that he was a sinner in the 
jiight of God, and that neither his morality nor his religion 
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would take him to heaven. It is a red-letter day in a man ·s 
life history when he makes this discovery, and, alas! some 
do not make it until a dying hour. Then, ,vith the portals
of the eternal world operung to receive them, they find 
out that they have missed the chief end of life in neglecting 
to honestly face the fact of their guilt before God, in whose 
presence they are now about to appear. If the reader is 
one of this cJass, I appeal to hjm, in all earnestness. not 
to delay the consideration o( the need of personal salvation.
and certainly not to put it off till a dying hour. which may
be nearer than any of us think. 



The Liver/)oul .ilccou11ta11t. 

The later afternoon of that Summer Sunday, found tht' 
disconsolate accountant on the Southport sands, where 
thousands walked and sat enjoying the fresh sea breeze. 
An evangelistic service was being conducted on a part of 
the sands, and the sin�ing fell upon the accountant's ear. 
He walked on in the q1rection from whence it came, until 
he found himsell on the fringe of the listening crowd. The 
Lord has His own ways and means of bringing the Word 
of life and liberty to sinners seeking the Saviour, and on 
this occasion the speaker, quite unknown to himself, was 
giving out the very message to meet the need of at least 
one who stood listening to l1is words. The theme was the 
conversion of Saul of Tarsus, and that part of his experience 
was especially dwelt upon in which he says that although 
by religion " a Pharisee of the Pharisees," and in mora1 
life and conduct touching the righteousness of the law he 
was '' blameless " (Phil. iii. 4-7), it was not these that 
saved or helped to save him, but the " mercy" which be 
obtained of God, when as· the " chief of sinners " he took 
the guilty sinner's place and claimed the guilty sinner'• 
Saviour. These words came as a ray of heaven's own light 
to the awakened man's soul, and he welcomed the message. 
�iving it the " hearing '' of faith (Rom. x. 17). He did not 
at once pass into the full light and liberty of the Gospel 
but it was there and then that he received " life " in 
believing on the Son of God (John iii. 36). And in the 
knowledge that he was no longer a sinner under condemn­
ation, but a sinner trusting in the Saviour, who receive, 
all (Luke xv. 2), and casts none out who come to Him 
(John vi. 37), he returned to his home a new man-"• a 
man in Christ " (2 Cor. xii. 2). This may be the reader'• 
blissful experience too, for the righteousness of God i, 
·• unto all," yet only upon all them that believe (Rom. iii. 22)
He sought the company of Christians in the locality of bis
home, and by means of the clear and simple ministry of
God's Vv'ord, light and liberty was given. And the happy
issue was that the saved man became a happy worshipper.
and a faithful witness for the God who had saved him that
day on Southport sands.

W" polni to 11 811batltuto dJIPII, 
The 81oleu, for 1lnnel'II Uke you; 

Ob. IOW, OD BIi merit. relylna, 
Come, prove tlu\ our moauae la hue. 



''The 'Shall Never Per/ah' Sett/ea It.'' 

WITH earnest souls, convicted of sin and knowing something of
their own helplessness, the fear that they will not be able 
to live the Christian life keeps many from committing 

themselves to the Lord, and confessing Him as their Redeemer 
and Lord. They have the idea that one who takes the Christian 
aame, and owns himself a sinner saved by grace, bas to keep himself 
10 a safe condition by his Christian conduct, or as one put it who 
was of this mind, " by using the two oars of faith and works we 
reach the shore." But the Word distinctly says, " By grace an 
ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves : it is the gilt 
of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast" (Epb. ii. 8, 9). 
And this is true alike of the first great deliverance from sin's con• 
demnation and mastery, and from its snares and temptations along 
the heavenward road. All is in Christ and by grace, from first to 
last. A Christian does not act and walk as a follower of Christ 
!hould, in order to be saved, but because he is. Conversing with a 
lady lately who was in bondage to the thought that she might not
be able to bold on to Christ, and thus prevent her " falling away " 
into a condition in which she might " draw back to perdition," I
read to her the Lord's words in John x. 28, true of all that believe 
on Him. He says, " I give unto them eteroal life, and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of My hand." " How
does this meet your case ?" l asked. She stood in silence looking 
at the words " they shall never yerish," which evidently she had 
oot seen before, and after reading them over twice she quietly 
5id, " That is good security. It is all His work, and the ' SHALL 
NEVER PBRISH settles it." From that hour her doubts were 
silenced, her fears vanished, and she lives now in the blessed assu,­
aace that He who saves, keeps. while she in her conscious weakneu, 
·• with purpose of heart cleaves unto the Lord " (Acts xi. 23).

JESUS DIED FOR ALL. 

For me He bore the shame and scorn, 
For� He wore the crown of thorn, 
Of my great guilt He took the load, 
For my sins felt the wrath of God; 
Now, through Hi, death, I stand forgiven, 
And in Hi1 worth L enter heaven. 



WIii a God of Love Punish Sinners? 

H 
1s \Vord of Truth says He will, and what He says He­

will do. 11 Though hand join in hand, the wicked
shall not be unpunished " (Prov. xi. 2I), is His 

solemn c}eclaration. He is Love, always was, ever will be. 
Yet He drowned the old world by 
a Flood ; destroyed Sodom and

9 the cities of the plain by fire
l"tffl��P.P.IMIW • .,,,_ from heaven ; smote the land ofEgypt and its first-born by death and allowed the sword to exter�

minate the inhabitants of Canaan. 
in punishment of their idolatry. 
Yes, God must punish sin. The 
greatest proof of it is that " He 
spared not His own Son ,, when 
He stood as the sinner's Surety. 
" He was wounded for our trans­
gressions. He was bruised for our 

iniquities" (Isa. liii. 5), and the sword of justice was called 
to awake against Him (Zech. xiii. 7). If the holy Son of 
God so suffered for sins that were not His own, bow can 
the sinner escape Divine judgment for sins that are his 
own, which he has loved and continued in, refusing the 
remedy provided by God in the Gospel, to free him of their 
penalties and deliver him from their power? Yes, God 
will punish sin, and the sorest punishment of all will be 
for the rejection of His Christ (}Ieb. x. 29), who came to 
save sinners. This is the age of God's grace, wherein He 
is proclaiming pardon to the guilty, but the time is at hand 
when this grace will end, and judgment come upon the 
ungodly. The love of God has been displayed in the gift 
of His Son, but there will be no mercy shown towards 
those who despise and reject Him. All this is now denied 
and explained away by preachers and writers who live to 
please the people whom they serve, making God a liar, and 
corrupting His Word for gain But then, His judgment 
lingereth not. God will deal with them sooner or later, 
But let not their deceivings lead you blindfold to the pit, 
from which, be assured, there is no deliverance, and in 
which no mercy from a dishonoured God will be known, for 
none is promised to the grace-rejecter. 



.4 1-'/(EJVCH .A ?'HEIST'S 

AWAJ<ENI/\G: 

A VOICE FR0.11f THE BATTLEFIELDS OF FRANCE. 

r,,x UIJJ.111,\U OP TB.4.T P.dPRR C.d,IIH AS A SURPRISE. 



A French Atheist's Awakening: 
A VOICE FROM THE BATTLEFIELDS OF FRANCE. 

I N an elegantly furnished house in England, an aged 
General and his son sat after dinner cliscussing the day's 
war news with its connected sorrows brought to 

several families in their neighbourhood, whose sons had 
fallen on the battlefield. One remarked, " It is hard lines 
to lose an only son, for with him the )jght 9£ their life goes 
out. It makes me ask the old question-Is ill� worth 
living? This war is waking up some of us to see things in 
a new light." Nodding assent, the General reached toward 
a printed sheet which had evidently been cut from a daily 
London newspaper, and saying, " Listen to this," began 
to read as follows :-

The celebrated French writer, Larridan, whose pen
formerly had nothing but biting sarcasm and scorn for 
every religious faith, now· urges, in a public confession, 
bis nation to return to the faith as the only saving ground 
for their souls. All the papers in France, even the most 
radical, have respectfully printed it. It runs as follows:-

" I laughed at faith and considered myself wise. I no 
longer retain my gaiety over this derision, as I see France 
bleeding and weeping. I stood by the roadside and sa\V 
the soldiers. They went on so joyfully to meet death. It 
made me ask the question, 'What is making you so calm?' 
And they began to pray-they said, 'We believe in God.' 
I counted our nation's sacrifices, and saw how the people
praying could carry them. Then I felt withln me tl1at it
was something consoling to know of an Eternal Homeland 
which shines with love, while the earth is glowing with

hatred. This knowledge is the knowledge of a little child, 
and I am no longer a child-that is my poverty, and that 
causes me to shiver. A nation must despair if it does not 
believe that the pain of earth can be e..xchanged for the 
joy of Heaven. To hope when everything is sinking, who 
can do that without faith ? I stand by the streams of 
blood on French soil and I see the rivers of tears. I doubt I
But the old woman from Brittany. whose sons have bled 
to deatb-s/,e prays I How ashamed I am before this 
woman I How terrible and burning are the wounds of a
people where there is not one drop of this Wonderful One's
Blood I This Wonderful . . Ob I I dare not name His 



,II Frnuch Al/Mist's Awal11nu11g. 

NLtme I He was so good I And I . . What will become 
o[ France-of her children; if they do not believe ? If its 
women do not pray ? That nation will conquer in this war 
which has confidence in God. France was great in by�one 
days, but it was a France mixed with faith. How 1s it 
with France at this moment? It is in pressure and cliffi­
culties. It knows a France which no longer can believe. 
Shall its future be better ? By God's good hand, yes, only 
through God's good hand I Behold a nation of dead covers 
the fields I How difficult to remain an atheist on this vast 
national cemetery I I cannot. I have betrayed myself 
and you-you who have read my books and sung my songs. 
It was a most raving and most terrible dream! I see death 
and I cry for life. France! France! turn to faith-to 
your beautiful days. To give up God is to be for ever lost. 
I know not if I be alive to-morrow, but this I must tell my 
friends-Larridan dare not die an atheist I Hell does not 
trouble me, but this thought troubles me-a God lives and 
I stand far from Him ! My soul shall joy mightily if I

ever experience that moment, when I, kneeling, can say-
/ Believe, I Believe in God, I Believe. 

These words are the vespers of humanity, but for those 
who know them 1tot it is night I" 

.. That is a wonderful confession indeed, and shows how 
bankrupt unbelief is in the face of death and disaster," 
remarked the General. 11 And many of us are not much 
further than he, if ,ve had only the honesty to own it.

But this man is bringing these things to light in a way 
few ever knew them before," said the General. God grant 
that it may be so with many, and that God, Christ, salva­
tion, judgment, and things eternal may be heard and heeded 
by many, by us, by me, by rou, as they have never been
before. The Gospel is Gods good news. The glorious, 
glowing wor<ls of John iii. 16 have given the knowledge of 
present salvation and the certainty of eternal life to tens 
of thousands. They will to the reader, if acce.Pted by faith 
as tho very words of the Eternal God. Listen: •• For 
God so loved tho world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son thnt u•ltosoevcr belicvcth in Him should ,,,ot perish, but 
HAVR cv(�rlasting life," Herc is God's side o.nd mine. God
loved and God gave. I believe nnd I l,avo evcrlnsUns llle. 



Sin cannot be hid from God. 

Goo has declared that He will II search it out." Already 
it is well known to Him, for " all things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of I-Iin1 with whom we 

have to do" (Heb. iv. 1�). The One who says, " I the Lord 
search the heart 11 (Jer. xvii. ro), knows your secret sins, 
your hidden deeds. God declares that on the day when you 
stand before His judgment throne, He, the All-seeing, 
All-knowing God, 11 shall bring every work into judgn1cnt 
with every secret thing" (Eccl. xii. 14). Is there anything 
in your life, any sin of years gone by, hid or buried but not 
forgiven, of which you will be ashamed when confronted 
with it on that great judgment day? Pause and think ! 
" There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed '' 
(Luke xii. 2). Now, God in grace is " blotting out" n1en's 
sins (Isa. xliii. 25) ; for Christ's sake (Eph. iv. 32), justifying 
all who beHeve (Acts xiii. 39), in virtue of the blood that 
was shed. To all who as sinners tn1st in that sin-cleansing 
blood, there is immediate forgiveness, complete ren1ission, 
eternal justification from all the past. God the Just One, 
is the Justifier of every sinner that believes in Christ. But 
to all who despise His grace, and turn their backs upon 
that Cross in virtue of which it has been manifested, there 
is "tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil 11 (Rom. ii. 9), and " judgment without mercy 11 

(James ii. 13) at the bands of a righteous God. Reader, 
your wisdom is to deal "vith God now, and not wait till 
that judgment hour. Now grace reigns, and the Judge is 
the Justifier of the sinner, who as such trusts tJ1e Saviour. 
In virtue of the work of the Cross, peace is proclaimed. 
Judgment is postponed, while the day of salvation lasts. 
Apart from any merit or procuring cause on your part, 
God is saving the lost, justifying the ungodly, giving life to 
the dead. It is all of grace-wholly grace. Only receive it. 



Does Death In Battle Save? 

I T ·was first heard from a Ron1ish priest visiting a hospital
in France distributing crosses among wounded solditrs_ 
He told these men that their wounds in battle were 

their "passports to heaven." A Christian French soldier, 
lying in the ward through whir.:h the piiest was passing,
having respectfully declined receiving one of the crosses, 
remarked, "Christ's wounds, not minr. are my passport 
to heaven." This is the faith of Christians of all ages who 
go by what God has taught in His \Vorel. The confession 
of their faith in all times has been, "He \Vas wounded for 

8£R\"ICC OS DOAHO A TROOPSIHr. 

our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, the 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His
stripes we are healed '' (Isa. liii. 5). On board a battleship 
on the great North Sea, the chaplain was not so outspoken 
in his short sermon as the priest of Rome, but his word 
to the troops and naval men who heard him was, that 
observance of " the sacrament " and '' loya.Jty to their 
King and country " would secure them a place in paradise
when earthly life is past. Probably he was a Ritualist, 
and believed that his "Church " was the ark of safety 
in which only salvation is to be found, but in it. no matter
what e]se, all are safe. The Lord scltlccl this for c,·er



Do,1s DMlh iii Dt,//lo Save. 

by tdling _Nicodemus, ol Je1usa]cn1, a " true churchman" 
of his time, that "Except a man be born again he cannot see 
the kingdo111 of God" (John iii. 3). And in case he passed 
this on .to the big world of mankind, exempting hims'!lf, 
the Lora brought it home to him in the words, ' 1 YE must 
be born again " (John iii. 7). A Welsh corporal, standing 
on the edge of a trench on the wild slopes of Gallipoli, 
seeking to impart the good news of a present salvation 
which he himself had received, and was living in the enjoy­
ment of, said, 1

' Comrades in arms, I am not a trained 
preacher, and I claim no education beyond being able to 
read my Bible in n1y mother tongue, but four years ago, 
while working at my trade in a Yorkshire town I came to 
know that I God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life' (John iii. 16). I believed 
that message, I received God's Son, His love gift to the 
world, as my own Saviour, and I have been saved by grace 
alone (Epb. ii. 8) since that day. We are all here in the 
service of our earthly I{ing, facing death each day. There 
is only one way to be ready to die. That is to be' in Christ.' 
And to be I in Christ ' you need to come to Him now, each 
for HimscH as a sinner, claiming and trusting Him as your 
Saviour. This is what gives present peace, and brings the 
soul to heaven. It is not what we do, in service or in 
suffering ; it is not our death, but Christ's, that counts. 
The whole is finely expressed in the words-
,, Just as J am without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee, 0 Lamb of God I come." 

The clear-ring testimony of the English soldier found its 
response in many hearts that hour, for well the average 
warrior knows, there is neither merit in his life, nor atone­
ment in his death to put away his sin from before God, or 
to gain him an entrance to the heaven of God. 

CHRIST IS THE SAVIOUR OF SINNERS. 

His Name is Jesus, and He died, 
For sinners He was crucified ; 
His death was in God's wondrous plan, 
To save His guilty rebel, man. 
No sinner worse than this can be, 
Therefore His death was just for me. 



The Right Kind of Faith. 

I WAS kept in darkness and in doubt regarding my personal salva­
tion for many years, through fear that I had not the right 
kind of faith. The sermons I listened to had the tendency 

to thls, as much was made of " our FAITH " and " our FEELINGS ;" 
in fact, these were more in evidence than the "'ORK of Christ and the 
WoRD of God, to which the sinner is always in the Scripture directed 
for his salvation. The finished work of Christ on the Cross is ever 
said to be its PROCURJNG cause, and the written \Yord of God its 
ASSURING evidence. But frames, feelings, and experiences are 
often put in the place of these, with the result that the seeking soul 
is more occupied with what is his own, than with what is given by 
God, and is more engaged in introspection of his own condition 
and experiences, than in resting on the perfect \\'ork of Christ, and 
believing the unchanging Word of God. While I was in this condi­
tion, I had occasion to call on an eminent doctor, to consult him 
about an ailment of the body. He was a true Christian, and feared 
not to prescribe for the need of the soul as well as the body. Con­
versing on the Gospel and the blessings it brings, he remarked that 
" all the blessings are to be received and enjoyed now by faith." 
" Yes, doctor," I said, " but I often fear that I have not the right 
kind of faith, and that keeps me from the assurance that you and 
others I know, have." " There should be no great difficulty in 
asoertaining that," said the doctor. " I put it this way. When 
you come to me asking me to prescribe for you, you leave yourself 
entirely in my hands; you raise no questions as to this or that, but 
simply take the remedy I prescribe and act on the advice I give. 
Now that is faith. If you do the same with God, simply taking 
what He gives, ' the gift of God is eternal life ' (Rom. vi. 23), and 
believing His Word, which says, you ·have' it now (John iii. 16; 
v. 24), you have the right kind of faith. It rests on Christ, it be­
lieves God." From that hour I had peace, and ceasing to examine 
my faith, became occupied with its object-Christ, and with the 
Word which presents Him as my Saviour and assures me of life. 

MY ALL IS CHRIST. 

I claim no merit of my own, 
I urge no human plea, 

No righteousness have I to bring 
To God, to cover me. 

My all is found in Christ who died, 
I stand in Him alone ; 

He is my righteousness o.nd peace, 
Ex.o.ltcd on the throne. 



Firm as the Solid Rock. 

T
IIE Rock upon which the believing sinner rests is Christ, 

nnd 1-Ie can never be n1oved. The faith that reposes 
oo His Divine Person and clings to His perfect work

cc1n never be cast off; it has to do with that which is Divine 
and eternal. All else will shake 
and quiver and fall, but the found­
ation laid by God is Christ, and 
He can never be moved. God 
says, " Behold, I lay in Sion a 
chief Corner-stone, elect, precious; 
and he that believeth on Him 
shall not be confounded " (1 Pet. 
ii. 6). The world has done its

/ worst against Christ already, its
,
1 

princes " crudfied the Lord of 
• Glory " (r Cor. ii. 8). But God

--r- raised F{im from the dead. The
- devil thought he bad conquered

Him when they laid Him in the
grave, but the victorious Lord
burst the bonds of death, and
conquered him who bad its power

(Heb. ii. 14). Christ is conqueror, and all that 1-Ie has done 
is firm as the solid rock ; it cannot be shaken ; it will 
never be overthrown. \Vuen a sinner weak and helpless, 
a prey to sin and Satan's power, commits himself to Christ, 
he becomes lhat moment vitally connected with the vic­
torious Christ in heaven, and is henceforth a subject of 
His saving and preserving power. None can pluck him 
from the great Redeemer's hand (John x. 18). No power 
on earth or from hell can sever him from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus (Rom. viii. ]()). AJl is secure in 
Christ and for ever. Is it self-sufficiency to own it ? Not 
at all, for there is no credit due to the sinner. All is due 
to Christ. On Him he builds, in Him lie stands; through 
Him he conquers. All is in Christ and therefore secure. 
lt is this that the Gospel proclaims. It is this that the 
sinner receives. l\tan is nothing, Christ is all. Is the reader 
re ting on this firm foundation ? Is his confidence, his 
trust in Jesus hrist alone? Nothing sb.ort of this will do. 
All else will fa.H and d ive. 



OR, 

THE HY,11N THAT STARTLED THE VILLAGERS. 
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The Song of a Sinner Forgiven ; 
OR, THE HYMN THAT STARTLED THE VILLAGERS. 

F
OR twenty years without a break, a religious service 

had been held in the village school, which a few day 
labourers and their families, with a number of old 

residenters, attended. It was begun at the close of a 
wonderful work of grace in that neighbourhood, in which 
it was estimated that over sixty of the villagers had been 
born of God and set on the road to heaven, but the younger 
portion of them had emigrated, others had removed, a 
number had died, and the power of God, which awakens 
and converts sinners, had ceased to be felt with the preach­
ing of the Gospel-if Gospel it was-among the few that 
attended the service. And the result was that the ,vhole 
thing became formal and mechanical, quite destitute of 
power or blessing. But God in His mercy often gives 
reviving when things are barren, and sends some of His 
aervants to " sound the alarm " among those who are 
asleep in their sins, and others who are self-satisfied with a 
religion in which there is no Christ and no salvation. 

The messenger to that " Sleepy Hollows " was the 
lister of a young medical man who had come to assist the 
parish doctor, now well advanced in years, and whose 
sister was to be his housekeeper. Although not yet out of 
her "teens," the doctor's sister was an honoured soul­
winner, and had been greatly used in her native town in 
leading sinners to the Saviour. She found it a trial of 
faith and courage to begin work for the Lord amid changed 
conditions in her new sphere, but having full confidence 
in the power of God's Gospel spoken privately, and given 
in printed form to read, she began visiting the villagers in 
their homes. The only service in which � occasional ray 
of Gospel light shone forth amid the dense spiritual dark­
ness, was the Sunday evening meeting in the village school­
room, to which there came at times a messenger with a 
clean and clear Gospel testimony. It was on a \Vinter 
Sunday evening that a a law student spoke with great 
simplicity and power on " Forgiveness of Sins," as pro­
claimed in the Gospel (Acts xiii. 38), and possessed now 
by all that believe in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Acts x. 43) as their �rsonal Redeemer and Saviour. His
closing words were, ' And I can say that by the grace of 



TJ,e SoNt o/ • Sfon,r Forgiodn. 
-·-··---------------------

God I have known ,ny sins to be forgiven since I was a 
lad of sixteen, when I came as a guilty sinner to Jesu■ 
Christ the Saviour." That plain testimony caused some 
of the hearers to "sit up." It was a long time since any­
thing so definite had been heard within these walls. And 
the climax was reached after the preacher gave out the 
familiar hymn-
., 0 happy day, that fixed my choice, on Thee my Savioui, and mJ 

God; 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice, and tell its raptures all ab1oad. 
Happy day I happy day I when Jesus washed my sins away.' 1 

After reading the hymn he remarked, " Let ·all who are In 
Christ, who know Him as their Saviour, join in singing 
these grand words with heart and voice ; but if any who 
are not forgiven and unbelieving sing, they will be uttering 
lies before God." That statement start}ed the congrega­
tion : they were not accustomed to plain speaking of that 
sort. The doctor's sister, glad of the opportunity to "sing 
aloud unto God" (Psa. lxxxi. I) her Saviour, rang out the 
grand song of a sinner forgiven in a clear melodious voice, 
which so startled the greater part of the rustic congrega­
tion that they simply gazed in wonder, without attempting 
to utter a word. The whole village rang until a late hour 
that Sunday night with criticisms of the strange event, 
and the tongues of gossips and grumblers carried it far and 
wide. But it was as '' a bow drawn at a venture" (I 
Kings xxii. 34) in the case of at least half-a-dozen of the 
villagers who were there, to whom that sharp word came a.a 
an arrow from the Almighty direct to their conscience■. 
For they discerned that night that they had not been bom 
of God or forgiven by grace, and that a religion without 
Christ was in God's sight as a lamp without oil. It was a 
joy to the writer to preach Christ in that village school­
house shortly after to a fully awake congregation, and to 
meet a number of newly saved sinners who had been startled 
out of their spiritual slumber on that memorable evening 
of the singing of" The Song of a Sinnei: Forgiven." There 
has to come an hour of awakening. to all. To some it is 
in time, for they hear the Word of the Gospel and yield 
obedience to its call. To others, who neglect or despise 
the grace of God, it must come in eternity, too late, for 
there is no Gospel .and no offered forgiveness there. 



A Free Gift Is not Earned by Works. 

S
IMPLE as the statement may appear, it is little under­

stood by thousands. And they are not the class who 
are supposed to be II ignorant" or unlettered in 

things religious either. Yet here they are sadly astray. 
When God tells us in His Word, that II the free gift of 
God which is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 11 (Rom. 
vi. 23, R.V.), He surely means that there is no price to pay,
and no work to do in order to possess it. 11 A free gift '' 
admits of no price paid on the part of those who obtain 
it. It would not be" free" if it had to be paid for. It could 
not be " of grace " if some service had to be performed 
in order to qualify for receiving it. Grace is favour to the 
undeserving. A " free gift " is something for which we 
gjve nothing. And this is just what God's great salvation 
ii. The grace of God " brings" it (Tit. i. 11). The Gospel
of God proclaims it (Epb. i. 13). The invitation of God is
to all to " take" it II freely" (Rev. xxii. 17). There is
absolutely nothing to do to earn it, no condition to attain
to qualify for receiving it. It is for sinners as and where
they are, without money and without merit. Have you
received this " free gift of God?" Can you say that eternal
life is yours? Some can, and they have the authority of
God's own Word for saying so, for the Word declares that
" he that hath the Son hath life 11 (I John v. 12). Surely
this is enough. What need is there for more. God has
given His Son (John ill. 16)--given Him already. There
ii nothing to wait for. Faith receives Him (l,ohn i. 1i),
believing in His Name as the Saviour, the One 'who loved 
m.e and gave Himself for ..u '' (Gal. ii. �o). This is receiv­
ing and having Christ, and " he that hath the Son ha�

lite "-hath it NOW. Can anything be more sure ? 



Saved on an At/antic Liner. 

T
HOSE who 11 go down to U1e sea in ships, that do businen

in great waters. see the works of the Lord n.nd Hit 
wonders in the deep" (Psa. cvii. 23. 24). as the 

Paalmist of llncient time has told us. And one of the-

"'l'b•ll Wl.ll MA:- Y Tll..''il>£1t )'Alt1'WULS ON DOAltl> .IUlFOIH' "tl 8AIIJJD," 

greatest of these wonders is, to see a sinner convicted of 
liD, converted to God, and confessing his faj th in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a thousand miles from any human habitation, 
apart from the aid of any human agency, simply and only 
through faith in the Son of God on the part of the sinner, 
and by power from the Spirit of God m answer to that 
faith, in his immedinte salvation (Rom. i. 16). If the-



Saved ou ,m A llaulic Litier. 

reader has never known in personal experience the blesRed­
ness of this great change, he is yet in ignorance of one of 
God's greatest acts of power that this world will ever 
know. For, while the. creation of a world out of nothing 
was a marvel of Almighty power, the rescue of a sinner 
lost to God, enslaved by sin, and claimed by Satan as hit: 
-chattel, is a miracle of Divine grace, which transcends all
-God's other works, great and grand howsoever they may
be. It is one of these miracles of sovereign grace on the
wide Atlantic that I tell you the story of here.

A Scotchman, well advanced in years, and who had
given way sadly to drink, had lost his business and his
money. As a last resource, and with the hope of "picking
himself up," as the folks say, he resolved to leave the land
of his fathers and go to a son who was farming in Western
-Canada. Friends bade the aged man a sad farewell at the
railway station, and only a grandson accompanied him to
the vessel which was to sail from Liverpool. Many a sad
-scene is witnessed there as friend bids a long farewell to
friend, many never to see each other again on earth. �er­
haps no sadder sight has ever been witnessed than the
tearful farewell of the ruined merchant's grandson as'. he
.grasped his band and said, " God bring you back again in
safety, grandfather, a new man." These last words went a!I
a sting to the ruined man's heart, and as afterwards came
.out were the voice of God to his conscience. He needed to
be made a new man, with a new life, and a new indwelling
power in the strength of which he could resist, refuse, and
resent the temptation to drink, and stand facing the old
foe as a new man, a new creation "in Christ Jesus" (2 Cor.
·v. 17). During the voyage he made up to a Canadian
farmer going West. This man was an out and out Christian,
.and one who did not keep all that he had to himself, but
" spake of Him " (Luke ii. 38) to whom he owed his salva-
.tion and happiness, to others. And his simple, clear, and
.faithful witness to the saving power of Christ was blessed
1:o the conversion of the ruined merchant. God saved him
on the Atlantic Ocean, and he came back within a few
,months to tell with his lips and show in his life what the
Lord had done for his soul. So you see God can save a
-sinn�r anywhere. And he saves when and where the
-sinner trusts in and confesses Jesus Christ as his Saviour�



" It was all so Beaut/fully Simple." 

A
&ROOP of Christian commercial men, who sat around the Lire

in a county town, where they were staying overnight, wcr,
relating each in turn, the story of how the Gospel reached and

�vcd them. Two bad been converted as young warehousemen in
Glugow during the visit of D. L. Moody in 1873. One had found
�ce and entered on the assurance of salvation through reading a
Go5pel book written by Dr. Horatious Bonar, of Edinburgh; and
the fourth was born again in his own room while reading the Bible,
apart from any human instrumentality. He said " I just received
Jaue Christ as my own personal Saviour and took God at His Word 
t1be■ He says, ' He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life• Uohn iii. 36). It was all so beautifully simple, that I could
!lot get past it, so I just made it my own then and there. The
simpliCJty of God's way of saving sinners so astonished me when I

l!IBW it, that I wondered however I could have been such a fool as 
to stumble over it so many years. It is its extreme simplicity that
keep., most of our great and wise men from seeing it. They are
too wgh up, too much occupied with their • profound prnblems,' as
tlu,y call them, to see that salvation is all in Christ, brought to
5inoers by the work of the Cross, and given to them as God's gift of
grace, without merit, and apart from anything they have ever
t:bn• or can do. It is all of God, all of grace, and all so sinple that
a child may grasp it." 

Such was the commercial man's t�stimony to the simplicity aod
�uty of the Gospel of God's salvation. Has the reader so seen 1t,
&nd has it brought life and peace to the soul, and light and joy
into the life ? One may discuss II problems " and II points " till
his dying hour and �rish in his Sins 1or Eterwty. Another may
cleave to his "religion " and his cc church " and yet have no We
of God in him. It is the Gospel ot Christ welcomed by faith
to the soul that brings lite, and light, and peace. 

THE WAY OF LIFE IS FREE. 

Not by works or vain oblations 
Comes the life of God to men ;

Not by penance or privations 
Are lost sinners bom again.

Grace alone ille s gate has opened, 
Made its entrance free o.nd wide. 

And tho sinner enters saying, 
" Now I live, tdnco Christ hu dJed.'



A Clear and Certain Gospel. 

l T is amazing how many mixed and! muddled Gospellare abroad. all claiming to be found in the Bible, and to have the sanction of God and "the church." Some
.of them are grossly erroneous, not a spark of " the Gospel

of God concerning His Son"
� - � (Rom. i. 1, 2) being found 

� \��{) Tc-r:1✓. 

in them. Others have part, 
���Sc of God's good news mixed

'/�, �
,� _. with man's traditions, and

� � a great many are so mud-
�: �. • dled as to leave their 

1 hearers in doubt as to what 
�� - , �hey say, and how a sinner 
� .

1 1s to be saved. To tell 
Z, � ��� sinners to "pray" and 

���� � " hope " and " seek " i■ 
�O/rc��\-'?11 not the <;:iospel. nor_ any 

:<{_✓�- part of 1t. To nuslead ���;::::-� sinners by asking them to "do their best "-to "hope in God's mercy "-to "seekit earnestly," and suchlike, is the work of " blind ·guides," who do not know God's way of salvation for themselve■,and cannot therefore teach· it to others. It is a greatrelief to tum from all this to the Book of God, the onesource of authority in eternal things, and there to read inwords so simple, clear. and sure that none need mistakethem, the only abiding and unalterable way designed byGod and recorded in His \\'ord. in which men and wome.nof all nations are to be saved from sin, and brought toGod. In answer to the question of an awakened sinner, who had learned his need of such salvation, and asked thequestion, "What must I do to be saved?" the answer from the man who had received his Gospel direct from theliving Lord in heaven (Gal. i. 12) was this, 11 Believe onthe Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved " (Actaxvi. 31). Ttat was a clear and rertain message, and it itas true to-day. It tells God's one way of salvation, andthere never will be another. Lay hold on it, as the drowningman does of the lifebuoy, and you will prove its "power
unto salvation" (Rom. i. 16). Never mind what others door say.. You have a personal soul and you n,·ed a pc!l'Sonal
8aVIOUr .. 



THE CALIFORNIAN 1-<ANCHMAN; 

OR, 

"lVHAT IS JT ALL WORTII TO A DYING MAN1" 

OISCUSSINO THEIR PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. 



The Californian Ranchman : 

OR, "WHAT IS IT ALL WORTH TO A DYING MAN ? " 

I
N early years of the present century, a young Scotchman, 

tired of the slow and monotonous life of market gar­
dener on the ou tskfrts of an inland town, determined to 

emigrate and seek a life more to his liking in the far west. 
Glowing accounts of ranch life in the fruit-growing lands 
of California Jed him toward that region, where after the 
usual preliminary disappointments of the average emigrant 
who fails to reckon with "roughing it" for a time, he got 
settled on a Fruit Ranch under the sunny skies of the 
Pacific coast. Working hard, early and late. he succeeded 
to the extent of getting his land well under cultivation, 
and had several successful seasons, with the prospect of 
even better returns in years to come. But his health gave 
way, and it seemed as if the whole of his labour was to be 
lost, so far as be personally was concerned. Writing to 
friends in the homeland he expressed the fear that his life 
might be short, and earnestly desired his younger brother 
who had remained with his father in the market gardening 
business at home, to come out and take up the work of the 
Ranch which he felt too much for him. The aged parents, 
unwilling as they were to lose their younger son. even for 
a time, considered it best that he should go to visit his 
brother on the Californian Ranch-the mother being es­
pecially desirous that he should hear the Gospel and a 
testimony to its saving power lrom his brother who had been 
converted to God since his elder brother emigrated. Arriv­
ing in California in the early autumn, he saw it in its beauty, 
and was glad to find his brother somewhat better, though 
with little hope of fuU recovery. Seated together one 
evening in glow of the setting sun. the fruit grower pointed 
out to his brother the land he had cultivated. the fields he 
had planted, and the progress he had made since he came 



The Californian Ranchman. 

to the Ranch, then with a sad sigh he said, "But what is 
it all worth, J irn, to a dying man ? " That remark gave 
his brother the longed for opportunity to set before him 
the Gospel of Christ in its simplicity, to press home the 
need of 1t, and to testify to its power in his own salvation. 
1n the mercy of God he was convicted of sin, and his 
brother firmly believes converted to God some months 
before he entered the eternal world. But that question of 
his, while looking on his earthly possessions, " Wba t is it 
all worth to a dying man?" ma.y well ring in the soul of 
all who while seeking to better their position in the world 
are forgetting God, neglecting Christ, and allowing their 
lives to g]ide on discounting eternity. Are YOU one of these, 
reader? What have you beyond death you can call your 
own? And what is the worth of earthly store to a dying 
man on the verge of the eternal world? Consider this, and 
ask yourself what the life you are living and the choice 
you are making will profit you in a dying hour. For as 
surely as you are to-day in life there will come a day in 
which you will die, and beyond death have to meet God 
in judgment. To live without God is to die without God, 
and to be out of Christ is to be out of heaven for all eternity. 
There is no need wl1y this should be your lot. God has 
provided a salvation worthy of Himself to meet your need. 
It is for you, as you are, and where you are. You have 
simply to be its receiver, and by lip, and in life, give thanks 
to the bountiful giver. Read John iii. 16, and there see what 
God bas given, and how you are invited to receive 1-fis gift. 

THE SPRINGTIME OF THE SOUL. 

The weary winter of my life is past, 
The light of life has come; 

In Christ I find my resting-place at last, 
In God my home. 

Around me bloom the flowers o{ verdant 
Spring, 

Above the peaceful dove, 
While all in new creation sweetly sing 

1 he song of love. 

0 joyful Springtime of tho ransomed soul, 
RedC<'11lcd, restored, forg;vcn; 

Thy Cadeless beauty ue'or shall pass away 
Here, or In heaven. 



Be Ye Reconciled to God. 

S
IN has severed men from God. It has dislocated all 

right relations with Hin1. Sin has II separated II the
sinner from God (Isa. lix. 2) and caused him to become 

God's enemy, for the Word plainly declares of all the un­
saved, the unregenerate, that they are "enemies in their 
minds by wicked works " (Col. i. 21). And this is true not 
only of the unreligious but of all, for II all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God, 11 and " there is no 
difference " (Rom. iii. 23). How then is the sinner to be 
reconciled to God? Most think by imploring His mercy, 
and by doing good works to make amends for past offences. 
But this can never effect reconciliation to a holy God, who 
while He loves the sinner, hates his sin. Another fatal 
error is, that many think God hates them and needs to be 
appeased, in order to be reconciled to them. Not so. God 
always loved the sinner. The proof of it is, He sent His 
Son to be "the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iii. 10), 
and II Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 8). This makes it pos­
sible for a righteous God to justify a guilty sinner. This is 
the ground of the great Gospel message to sinners, "Be ye 
reconciled to God " (2 Cor. v. 22). The death of Christ on 
the Cross has so completely satisfied all the claims of God's 
throne, that He comes out now to His enemies, and through 
the lips of His ambassadors, beseeches them to be recon­
ciled, to accept the amnesty, to receive the forgiveness and 
to be brought into His favour, "accepted in the Beloved" 
(Epb. i. 6). It is all of God from first to last. And all I 
have to II do O in the matter is to receive the reconciliation
(Rev. v. 11), as the free gift of God's grace to a sinner. 



How a Russian Princess was Saved. 

IN the early years of the last century, a Christian tutor
named Pinkerton sailed from the shores of Britain to 
teach the children of Princess Sophia of Russia the 

English language. Careful of their training and uncertain 
whether he might teach them what she disapproved, she 
made a point of being present at lessons, sitting ou a 
raised seat with a canopy over her head to maintain her 

TB1!1 KREMLIN, MOSOOW, RUSSIA. 

dignity. One day Pinkerton read from a book well-known 
in the British Isles, ent,tled "The Dairyman's Daughter." 
The Princess listened to the touching story of faith in 
Christ as told there. and at the close, after the royal chil­
dren had been dismissed, she descended from her seat and 
coming along to the teacher said, 11 I sent for you to 
instruct my children, but you have taught ,ne what I shall 
never forget." When Pinkerton returned to Ireland, during 
the vacation, he told a Christian lady what the grace of God 
had wrought in the Russian Princess, and this lady felt so 



How a Russian Prf11cess was Saved. 

drawn towards her that she sent her some Gospel books 
likely to help one seeking after the truth of God, and 
received from the Princess an early acknowledgment with 
a bright confession of her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
her Saviour. Alluding to l\Ir. Pinkerton's return to Russia, 
she wrote, 11 \Vhat Paul was to the jailer, what Peter and 
John were to the lame man, what Philip was to the man 
of Ethiopia, reading Isaiah without understanding it, in a 
word, what in many instances the Apostles of our Saviour 
were to the poor sinners whom they taught, lVIr. Pinkerton 
bas been to me." Remarking on the Irish lady's allusion 
to her exalted position, the Princess wrote, "When in your 
letter you mentioned my high rank, you did not think it 
was a rank of this wicked world, in which the higher we 
are the more we are surrounded with corruption, and in 
some respects the more courted and attacked by the enemy 
of souls. My high attainments in human science were 
nothing but sinful, idle and useless worldly wisdom, which 
the Apostle calls' emnity to God.' I was ignorant of my 
own sinful, lost and helpless state; ignorant oi the only 
way of salvation; ignorant of my Creator and Redemeer. 
. . . How marvellous are His ,vays with the proud 
sinner, whom He seeks out, calls back, and brings at last 
to confess his guilty state." Giving testimony to her 
simple faith in the Son of God and the merits of His 
atoning death, the Princess says, "He ,vill accept and bring 
me to the throne of His Father, cleansed in His precious 
blood, and saved by His Almighty atonement and sacrifice. 
I have no other claim, no other hope, and I believe you are 
of the same mind." This clear and definite testimony from 
one in royal palaces, tells that there, as in lo·.vly life, the 
Gospel of God accomplishes its saving wonders and brings 
those in exalted places who receive it to a present know­
ledge and confession of God's great ralvation, which His 
grace has brought to all (Tit. ii. II), but which is known in 
its power only to those who " believe unto the saving of 
the soul" (Heb. x. 39). In princely halls and castles, 
under the crown and coronet, there are weary hearts sighing 
for rest as in the cot on the moorland. And Christ is able 
and ready to give it to both, and to all who come to Him 
and trust in Him, confessing "Behold, God is my salvation, 
I will trust and not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2).



The Preaching that Brings Salvation. 

4
' f NEVER knew the value of a ministry of the pure and simple Gospel

of the Grace of God 1,1ntil I came to the town in which I live, 
over a year ago. It is in the preaching of a business man 

who lives near my home, and who gets the largest Sunday evening 
�ngregations in the place. I am happy to testtfy to my former 
townsfolk that the Gospel in its simplicity, faithfully preached by 
this earnest Christian man and received in faith alone, apart from 
.any work or merit of mine, has brought me to Christ, to find in Him 
my personal salvation, in which through grace I now rejoice. The 
kind of Gospel that I was accustomed to hear while in our part of 
the country, lacked the very thing an awakened sinner wants to 
know, namely, bow to be right with God, bow to obtain peace and 
bave the certainty of being ready to die. I never once beard it 
made clear how I could be saved, or whether any one could know 
it. This is th� great defect in present-day preaching, and the chief 
nason why so few can tell whether they are saved or not. It is a 
full and clear Gospel preached-not in the words of man's wisdom 
or in clouds of words of human oratory-but in the Spirit's power, 
-that brings sinners to Christ. I know it because I have proved it 
10 my own experience.'; That clear-cut, honest testimony from a 
JD,och respected townsman, brought up in our midst, the son of a 
religions father and a regular attendant on the ministry of his 
.church, caused a wonderful stir in our town, and I believe God 
owned it to make some go to the Bible to find what the Gospel of 
God and its message really is. 1 here are gospels many 10 our day, 
some of them dark as night, others sadly mixed with bumaa 
t)loughts. But "the gospel of the Glory o( the blessed God" (1 
T.im. i. 19, R.v.) "the Gospel of our salvation" (Epb. 1. 12), shines 
dear and warm as the sun in the heavens, bringing life, Light and 
Jove to the souls of all who welcome it as the very message of God. 

THE SIHMER'S TITLE TO BEAVEN. 

Not of works or goodly domgs, 
But through grace alone, 

SinnM"S reach the holy city, 
Stand before the Throne. 



Certainty of a Present Salvation,, 

T
llo languog in which the Bible assures all believers io

Ch, ist of their present so.lvo.tion, Divine pres •rvation 
and eten1al glory, is so free and clear that there is 

no room for doubt concerning these things. It was not 
only to procure salvation for the 
lost that the Son of God, the 
Saviour, came ; but, as we are 
told in Luke i. 77, " To give 
knowledge of salvation to Hig 
people by the remission of their 
sins.,, There need be no fear of 
such knowledge leading to p,,,:de, 
for it is not of man's works, but 
wholly of God's grace. Nor need 
any think that the certainty of 
being saved by grace will Jead to· 
presumption, for it cannot be pre­

sumption to humbly receive and gratefully acknowledge 
what comes to the soul as "the free gift of God in Christ 
Jesus" (Rom. vi. 23, R.V.). There is, of course, no­
certainty possible to mere professors of religion, who are 
without Christ. No man can claim in right to be God's 
child who has not been born again. Nor need any hope­
for the joy of God's salvation, if he has not got that 
salvation itself. This is just where the lack of assurance­
has its root, alike among unsaved professors and unre­
generate preachers, and there are plenty of both. But this­
need not, and should not, hinder the sinner, whose 
trust is in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for salvation, and 
in His atoning death on the Cross tor reconciliation to 
God, from believing what the Word declares in such plain 
and definite words: "All that believe ARE justilied frorn 
all things" (Acts xiii. 39) ; "He that believeth on the Son 
BATH everlasting life" (John iii. 36); "These things have 
I written unto you that believe on- the Son of God; that 
ye may KNOW that ye have eternal life" (I John v. IJ).
It is to God's honour to believe His \Vord: it is by this 
simple means that assurance comes, for the soul is filled 
"with all joy and peace in believing" (Rom. xv. 13). Has. 
the reader come into a personal possession of these great 
ble.sings ? There is no reason why he should not now, for 
they are made known "unto all" (Rom. iii. 22).



ON, 

".1/.l JS 4\'011' SETi/EJ) FON E'/El<,\'/1 J.' 

"JS ..tLL S1Jl'7'LHD J.'OR Jll'HR.\"17'1', UBlVRl'?" 



The Young Doctor's Decision; 

OR, " ALL 1s Now SETTLED FOR ETERNITY."

ON a September day in r9r4, a young Englishman, a
medical practitioner in one of our Australian Colonies, 
was sitting at the breakfast table previous to going 

on his morning round of visits among his patients. The 
morning paper was banded in by his man, and while he 
partook of his n1orning meal he hurriedly glanced through 
its pages. An urgent call from the Motherland for doctor• 
and nurses to attend the wounded who were falling on the 
fields of Flanders in the first great shocks of the war, 
appealed to his patriotism and moved his heart with com­
passion for his countrymen who, in order to defend their 
shores and hearths, were giving their lives without a 
murmur. It was only a matter of hours for the talented 
young doctor to arrange his affairs and book with the next 
week's liner for the shores of England, there to offer h.i9 
services to his King and country. A few hurried calls on 
personal friends and relatives were all there was time for, 
and it was while the last of these was being made that an 
aged aunt, whose only son had been his fellow-student at 
college, and his bosom friend, put the startling question to 
the young doctor as she bade him an affectionate farewell. 
Grasping his hand in both of hers, she earnestly asked­
" Tu all settled now for Eternity, Henry?" He knew 
exactly what these words meant on the lips of hii aunt, 
{or ever since his boyhood she had sought to win hi� heart 
to the Saviour. It had been the dying prayer of her sister, 
the young doctor's mother, that her son might be early 
converted to God and become a witness for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But although always respectful to the people of 
God, and ready to give the Gospel a reverential bearing, 
he had not so far as his aunt was aware received it unto 
salvation, nor confessed Jesus Christ as his personal Re­
deemer and Lord. Now he was going to face the dangers 
of the battlefield, and his godly aunt felt she had a special 
opportunity granted-it might be the last-to press the 
claims of God and Christ and Eternity on her nephew. 
There are moments in all lives that a.re turnin� points, and 
the choice made then carries with it eternal 1ssuc1. It is 
then the soul is brought face to lace with the 1rcat (acts 



Tl,a You11c Doc/or's Dads/on. 

of sin and salvation, and fixes its destiny. The enemy at 
such moments seeks to cloud the issue, and 1norc than at 
any other time to act true to his name as a deceiver and 
destroyer. It was not easy for the doctor to give a decisive 
answer to his aunt's question, as he stood there with her 
eyes-recalling those of his sainted mother-fixed upon 
him. He was too honest to act the hypocrite, and say 
what he knew was not true, in order to please her. I-le dare 
not thrust her question aside, he knew its force from 
experience, for once and again he had been " almost per­
St1aded " to become a Christian. So he simply remarked, 
" I hope it will not be long, aunt, before I can answer that 
question." '' Delays arc dangerous, Henry," was all she 
had time to say, ere her nephew with his cousin, who 
awaited him, were out in the street, raising their bats 
and waving good-bye. I doubt not she prayed fervently 
that God would write her question on the doctor's memory, 
and bring him to a speedy decision to be the Lord's. The 
vessel sailed the following week, and with the first mail 
after its arrival in England there came a letter from her 
nephew, concluding with the cheering words, "All is now

settled for Eternity." The full story of his decision to be 
the Lord's was told later. On board the steamer, while 
alone with God, crossing the Indian Ocean, he believed 
the Gos.Pel �e had often bear� (Rom: i. .16), �nd receive�
the SaV1our 1t presents (John 1. 12), yielding himself to HJS 
saving grace and power. And the life begun that day by 
a birth from above (1 John v. 1) is manifesting itself in 
service among the broken and wounded men over whom 
he watches in the hospital where his service is. Good for 
him it surely was, tl1at he made hls choice and decision 
that day. And it will be a red-letter day in the reader's 
life story if he makes hls decision and life choice to-day. 

THE FINISHED WORK OF CHRIST. 

"It is finished" (John xix. 30J, 

In the work of redemption Christ l;i,boured alone 
The judgment was his-be the glory His own: 
The work of atonement is finished--complete I 
And Christ in the glory has taken His scat: 
And now every sinner, believing, gets rest, 
Which death cannot hinder, nor Satan molest. 



The Wages are Already Earned. 

T
HE Book of God most solemnly declares, that " The 

wages o( sin is death " (Rom. vi. 23). And these 
wages have already been earned. It is not necessary 

that you should commit every sin that God has named at 
shutting men out of heaven in order to receive sin's wages. 
The man who stands condemned before an earthly judge 
need not be charged with every crime that justice brings 
to judgment. He only needs to be guilty of one to get ih 
penalty. And thus it is that the Scripture lays down ih 
rule, " \Vhosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all" (Jas. ii. 10). The ma.n 
who has once sinned has earned sin's wages, and he may 
expect to have them paid sooner or later. God does delay 
His strange work of judgment, but He cannot and will
not forego it. Here it is that many err. to their ruin. They 
thlnk that because God is merciful and has been lon�­
suffering, that He will not fulfil His threat to pay sins 
wages and punish sinners. But He will, as surely as He 
has said it, in the case of all who refuse to turn to Him in 
this the ti1ne of His grace, and as sinners confessedly guilty 
(Rom. iii. 19) in His sight, accept the abundant pardon 
He is holding forth in the Gospel (Isa. lv. 7). 11 The wages 
of sin " must be paid to all who love their evil ways and 
continue in them, but to all who II return unto the Lord " 
there is " remission of sins " (Acts x. 43) and " the free 
gift of eternal life " (Rom. vi. 23, R. v.). This none can 
either work for or buy. It is God's free gift in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. And whoever receives Him as the God-given 
Son of God {John iii. 16), to be the sinner's Saviour, has it.

As it is written-" He that hath the Son hath life, but be 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life" (r John v. 12).



The Brussels Banker; 
Oil, "ALL IS LOST TO ME FOR EVER." 

T
H.E invading armies of Germany had been drawins

nearer and nearer to Brussels. Already the Court 
and the Government bad removed, and most of the 

business houses had closed or were arranging their affain 
in view of the capture of the capital. Banks and placea­
in \\>·hich the nation's wealth had been stored were emptied 
.and men who had spent their lives in massing fortunes and 

Trn: PLACE DE DllOU('KEltB. Ulll'S BLS. 

building up great commercial concerns were preparing to 
leave the land of their fathers. It was a sad sight to look 
upon. Aged men, who would never likely see their country 
again, wiped the tears from their eyes as lhcy hastened to 
places of safety in other lands. A wealthy banker, leaving 
the building in which his life's energies had been spent. 
with a look of intense agony on his face, said to a fellow­
citizen as they parted," All is lost to me for ever." "Never 
mind. if you stiU retain your soul," was the laconic remark 
of the banker's friend. His age and infirmity told him that 
be would never return. And so it proved, for the Brussels­
banker died in exile, leaving all that he had wrought for 



TJar Drusstli Dnnlur. 

to the hand o( the invader. \Vhcthcr or nol he Jost his 
soul as the Scripture speaks I do not know, but that there 
Is a danger and grave possibility o{ so doing, even when 
the world and its wealth is gained, is evident from lhe 
penetrating words spoken by the Son of God to those 
around Him while lie sojourned here: "For what shall 
it profit a man i( he shall gain th� whole world, and lose his 
own soul. Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?" (:Mark viii. 36, 37). The Brussels banker reckoned 
that he had lost his worldly position and possessions for 
ever, but even if he had, that loss was as dust on the balance 
to the loss of a soul. And yet this loss, which can never be 
regained, is going on among men of all nations in war and 
in peace from day to day, and from year to year. To live 
without God and die without Christ, is to be lost to heaven 
and happiness for ever. You may gain the world. You 
may not have your wealth or position endangered by 
invasion or earthly Joss, and yet as God reckons, lose your 
soul, and go into a Christless and hopeless eternity when 
earthly life is past. How is it with your soul, to-day? Is 
1t purged from sin and fit for heaven? Has there been an 
hour when you had definite dealings with God against 
whom you have sinned ? Have you as a sinner received 
and confessed Christ Jesus as your Saviour and Lord? 
There is no "saving of the soul" apart from personal 
fa1th in Him (Heb. x. 39), nor is there any way of escape 
from the corning wrath of God upon the sons of dis­
obedience (Col. iii. 7, n.v.). than by taking refuge in the 
atoning death of the Son of God who died that "c might 
live. 

THE ATONING WORK IS DONE. 

"Wilhoot blood is no remiuion,'' 
God proclaims (rom heaven ; 

Only on this one condition
San Clln be for�iven. 

EYery hope o( life is vain, 
Other than throuch Victim slain. 

God Himse1' hl\s found the rnnaom, 
Found ll in His Son; 

On the Crou He died for sinnen, 
And the work is done. 

Christ I\ full atonement made, 
Dyinc in tJ,e sinner's stend. 



There I• No Need to Ask or Walt for It. 

AMONG those who receive the truth that salvation is of grace 
apart from works, and from Christ alone, there are very many 
who are in darkness regarding the means whereby this salva­

tion is to be obtained. The greater number think it must be obtained 
by prayer, and that they are to continue '' asking" for it until 
God's good times comes to give it to them. If this were tho way 
of God, and clearly taught as such in His Word, then the duty of 
all would surely be to go on praying without ceasing to be saved 
But this is not God's way. He has nowhere in the Bible said that 
His salvation is to be obtained under these conditions. The Word 
distinctly says" it pleased God to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 
1. 21). It does not say" them that pray,"" but them that believe." 
And tba words of Romans x. 14, ' How shall they call on Him iJJ 
9,•hom they have not believed ?" clearly teach, that none can pray 
who have not first believed. To " believe on the Lord Jesus Christ " 
(Acts xvi. 31) is God's one way of salvation. The " remission of 
6in9 " is said to be received by " whosoever believeth in Him " 
(Acts x. 43). Lile is received and possessed by " believing in His 
Name" (John xx. 31). There is no need to ask for it, for God has 
already given it as His " free gift" in " Christ Jesus" (Rom. vi. 
23, R..V.). It is received in having Him (1 John v. 12). There is 
no need to wail for 90mo event or experience, for God's gift of li1• 
1s within your reach now. There are no restrictions, no conditions 
imposed. " Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely " 
(Rev. xxii. 17) makes it clear that .ul are equally welcome, just a.s 
they are. It is here where many miss the way. They think that 
-some preparation is necessary, some virtue required in order to 
receive God's free gilt. But this is untrue. l t  is a phase of man's 
1'eligion, but it denies God's grace. That grace brings salvation 
(Tit. ii. 11) to sinners where and as they are, and there is nothing 
to wait for or ask for. The sinner is simply and only a receiver, 
..and trusting Himself to God's Christ be says, " Behold, God i3 my 
salvation, I will trust and not be afraid " (lsa. xii. 2). 

NOTHING TO ADD TO A FINISHED WORK. 

When tho Saviour said ·• 'Tis Finished I" 
Everything was fully Jone, 

Th.at which stands by God o.ccepted 
Can be 11dded to by none. 



The Sands are Running Out. 

T
HE tln1e of God's long-suffering toward men will not lasr 

for ever. The last sands o( the day of His grace ,vi]) 
soon run out, and be followed by stem and righteous­

ludgment. Nothing is clearer than this in the \Vord of 
God, and that Word is the 
supreme authority on this great 
subject. God Himself has to]d 
us that He has " no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked " (Ezek. 
xxxiii. 11), but that He is "long­
suffering to usward, not willing
that any should perish " (2 Pet.
iii. 9). But this must not be
taken to mean that God wilJ

never punish sin, or bring sinners into judgment. He ha, 
distinctly told us in His Word that He will do both. 
' Though hand join in hand the wicked shall not be 
unpunished" (Prov. xi. 21), leaves no doubt as to the 
punishment of sin. And" God shall bring every work into 
fudgment, with every secret thing" (Eccl. xii. 14), tell, 
that nothing will escape His righteous judgment. But the 
present age of grace has postponed this judgment and 
punishment of men's sins. In virtue of the ransom given 
by the Lord Jesus Christ for all men (r Tim. ii. 6) God is. 
during the present period of His grace to the world, not 
imputing the trespasses of sinners to them, or bringing just 
judgment upon them on account of their sins. He j9

proclaiming to all men " the forgiveness of sins " (Ach 
xiii. 38), and beseeching them to be reconciled to Him
(2 Cor. v. 20). All who receive the reconciliation (Rom.
v. II, R.V.), believing on the Lord Jesus Christ as their
personal Saviour (Acts xvi. 31), and confessing Him a,
their Lord (Rom. x. 9), are saved by grace (Eph. ii. ()).
and already at peace witl1 God (Rom. v. 1). But tl1ose
who reject the amnesty, despising the forgiveness (Acts
xiii. 41), perish in their sins, and pass on to the judgment.
The time of grace may quickly end. There is nothing to
warrant the belief that it will last for ever. Its sands are
quickly n1nniog out. Do not therefore trifle, but haste to
the Saviour and claim Him, the One sent from God to saYe

you, while you may.



THE r-l�ENCH Al<Tl.'•;7' AND THE 

BIBLE. 

"TUll ARTIST RKCKIVKD ,t LBTTBR 'J'B.tT IIOIUIJNO." 



The French Artist and the Bible 

A CELEBRATED artist in Paris received among bis morning 
letters a call from a personage of rank to come to his 
castle and receive instructions to paint a picture of 

which Christ was to be the central figure. The picture was 
to be finished and delivered on a given date, and the artist 
was to give the very best results his brush could produce. 
The talented painter proceeded with the picture, and bad 
it all complete except the central figure, which he left to 
the last. Being a Freethinker, he bad never read the Bible, 
and was consequently at a loss to know how to proceed. 
He visited churches, listened to sermons, sought out 
galleries in which sacred pictures were hung, but none of 
these gave him the help he needed. Perplexed and at his 
wits' end, the thought came into his mind-Why not read 
the Bible and get acquainted with the Christ as presented 
there? But there was no Bible in his home, nor did he 
know any of his friends who possessed one. Then he 
remembered there was an English lady who resided not far 
off, and she was known as a Christian. Perhaps she might 
lend him a Bible. Summoning courage he called upon her, 
and telling bis story was supplied with a Bible, which be­
promised to return within a week. With the English lady's, 
Bible in his pocket he left the house, and she, knowing 
the power and vitality of the Book she had given him. 
fell on her knees asking God to make it powerful in his sou]. 
He shut himself up in his studio, and gave himself wholly 
to the reading of the New Testament, tracing the history 
of the Lord, following His path, bearing His words, noting 
His deeds, as the evangelists record them. Day after 
day be read, refusing to see a newspaper or receive a visitor. 
lest his mind might be diverted from the one object of his 
quest, the Person of the Son of God, the One whom he 
was to depict on bis canvas as the central object of his 
picture. A week-the period he had fixed for the return 
of the Bible-passed, but the artist had not come back. 
Three days more and he was announced. When the Jady 
entered the room, she could not help observing a change 
had come over the artist's countenance. His face shone 
with .. a rtew foy . • Unfolding the Bible from its wrapping 
and handing it to the lady, the artist said, " I arn deeply 
grateful to you {or givjng me the use of this Book. I have 



The Franch Arlisl aud lho Btblo. 

now obtained a copy of my own, so that I no longer require 
yours. I have discovered in reading it, what has brought a 
new power into my life, for I have come to know the Son 
of yod, not Q.S a figure to transfer to canvas, but as a living 
Redeemer and Saviour whom I now call my own. I was 
entirely ignorant of Christ until I read the New Testament. 
All that I knew of Christ before, was from what I read in 
infidel books, and saw in the inconsistent lives of some who 
name His Name. Now I know the Christ of God, and I 
am one whom the truth has saved and set free." And the 
artist's conversion was no empty form or passing emotion. 
but a real new birth, wrought by the Spirit in him, as it i! 
in all who receive the Christ of God as He is presented in 
the \Vord. If men and women would but turn away from 
all men's misrepresentations of the Christ of God, and all 
human interpretations of the Gospel of God concerning 
His Son, and go direct to the Word in which He is por­
trayed in perfect likeness by the Spirit, in which ff.is 
finished work for us and our salvation is set forth-so plainly 
that none need miss it, and God's way of salvation told 
out �o sin1ply that none need mistake it, there would be 
a wonderful transformation in many lives. Is the reader 
one who wants to know Christ, and to be sure of his salva­

tion ? Go to the Book of God, and there you will come 
into contact with God Himself, His Christ, and His Gospel. 
There you ,vill read of His love to sinners (John iii. 16), 
of Christ's death for sinners (Rom. v. 8), of His power to 
save sinners (r Tim; i. 15), and that this salvation is all of 
grace apart from works or merit (Eph. ii. 8, 9) of ours, for 
all and possessed by" all that believe " (Acts xiii. 2). Then 
let your confidenc� be given to God, and your trust to the 
Lord Jesus, whose atoning death is the procuring cause 
of your salvation. Take the Word of God as assurance 
and confess you faith in the Gospel it presents. 

THE REDEEMED OF THE LORD. 

As trophies of grace, they are left on the earth 
To show forth His grace and His INFINITE worth, 

And all through the journey are kept by His power, 
Yea, kept by our God till that marvellous hour 

\-Vhen the Lord, our Redeemer, descends to the air, 
And all His redeemed ones shall meet Him up there. 



The Danger of Delay. 

IT is a dangerous thing to trifle with God, to put off the 
day of your salvation, and to go on hardening your 
heart. Thousands are in hell, lost for ever, who never 

intended or expected to be there. They were not infidels 
or open rejecters of God's Gospel. They simply deferred 
facing the great and personal matter of their salvation. 
Days, weeks, months, and years fled quickly past. Business 
pleasure, and the daily routine of life received attention, 
but the condition of the soul was neglected, its e1emal 
salvation was postponed. Decl;th came stealthily : they 
were cut down in a moment. They went down to the 
grave in the noonday of life. They entered the great 
eternity undecided and unprepared. They lived procras­
tinators: they died procrastinators: and the procrastin­
ator's sad doom is theirs now. It will be so for ever. No 
coming age will alter their condition. Eternity will not 
mitigate, but greatly increase their torment. Body and 
soul, companions in sin, procrastination, and neglect of 
salvation, will consciously mourn the folly of earthly days. 
Reader, are you unconverted to God, undecided for Christ. 
unregenerated of the Spirit ? Can you meet God thus 
unprepared? Will you put off the great question any 
longer? It is folly to trifle ; dangerous to delay; fatal to 
live in neglect of God's salvation. Face the matter straight 
while you may. Consider your state before God: your 
many sins : your just condemnation : your need of a 
Saviour. God in mercy still awaits your decision. Salva­
tion is yet within your grasp. You may be saved, yeseternally saved to-day-just as you are, and wherB you are 
now. The open question is: Will you accept God's C�t 
as your own and only Saviour this day? The answer i.swith you, and your destiny will be according to your choice 



The Cottager of Epping Fore•t; 
OR, 

11 
I NEVER HEARD suc11 TntNGS AS T11AT. 11 

V JSITI G with the Gospel in a pretty part of Essex, on­
the edge of the famous Epping Forest, we came 
across many of the simple cottagers who were delighted 

to receive and to read the Gospel message, and to listen t< 
the way of life as it is set forth on the Word of God through 
faith in Christ alone. And some who had long bern in 

A COT IN TOK FOREST. 

darkness as to the way in which a sinner may be saved 
welcomed the Word unto salvation, and rejoiced in the 
assurance thereof, as the Word of God clearly allows all 
who believe it to do. But some of the peasantry and 
cottagers there, as elsewhere, have been so falsely taught 
that their salvation is secured by means of II the Church." 
that they have little personal concern about it. And others. 
who have never read God's. Word for themselves, but 
receive everythin� without question that is taught them 
believe that by • sacramental grnce" nnd nttendanre Cllll



The Collage, oJ Epp,ng Forest. 

the II outward means" of religion, they will somehow or 
other go to heaven at last, even if prayers should have to 
follow them into the state of the dead. Alas I that in a 
land where the Bible is supposed to be read, there is 10

dense ignorance of the Gospel. In a day labourer's cot 
by the wayside� an aged grandmorher \Vas found sitting 
by the door. She wekomed us to a seat which her grandson 
brought from inside the house, and in a few minutes we 
were conversing freely on things eternal. I told her we 
were visiting from door to door with the Gospel, that it 
was· .free to all, and that the salvation it makes known i1 
" without money and without price" (Isa. Iv. 1} to " who­
·-soever will" (Rev. xxii. 17}. I can never forget the look
of wonder on that wrinkled face as I told in simple word•
the story of the Cross, and how Christ died there " for our

..;ins" (1 Cor. xv. 3), to save us from their penalty and
deliver us from their power, that there was nothing to do
FOR salvation, because Christ had done all that God required,
and in virtue of His death a free forgiveness of sins is now
proclaimed to all in His Name (Acts xiii. 38}, and a present
-salvation by grace alone (Eph. ii. 8) to all who believe
(Acts xvi. 31), The Word of God has not lost its ancient
power to convict of sin, to enlighten fhe soul, and to give
life wherever it is received (I Pet. h 23), and I believe it
.gave all this to the aged cottager that Summer af temoon
'' I never heard these things before'' was the aged woman',
confession, as she bade us good-bye, and there are thousand•
1ike her, fust waiting for the Word that brings life and light
and liberty to the soul. Has the reader learned God's way
.of salvation, and received it? There are not many way■,
just one. And God has made it so simple that none need
mistake it. "For God so loved the world that He gave Hi•
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
-should not perish, but HAVE everlasting life" (John iii. 16).

THE WAY OF SALVATION IS PLAIN. 

" He that bclieveth on Him is not condemned, but he that 
belicveth not is condemned already" (John iii. 18), 

The means of salvation is simple-
It is taking what God doth give; 

And the way of salvation is easy-

It is simply •• Believe and Live." 



A Sinner First Needs a Saviour. 

F
oll thirty-four years I sat under the ministry, of a learned and

eloquent '(>reacher, whose sermons were mc1Sterpicces of fin• 
scholarsbtp, expressed in eloquent sentences, and very pleas­

tag to listen to. But so far as I know, nobody was ever convicted 
of �in, converted to God, or confirmed in their faith by means of 
them. The preacher never once named the need of being "born 
aga,jn," or the way of salvation through the shed blood of Christ 
as an atonement for sin. He did not evidently know anything of 
these momentous truths ; perhaps be had been taught in a school 
that denies them. He set forth Christ as an Example, told us to 
imitate His self-surrender, and explained His death on the Cross a!! 
th• climax of His devotion to man's cause. There was absolutely 
nothing in all this, either to bring a sinner to a sense of his sin before 
God, or to inform him how it is put away. Alas I for the" gospel '' 
that has nothing in it to show a sinner how he can be justified before 
God and made fit to dwell in His presence. A simple, evangelical 
discourse by a preacher who made no claim to scholarship, but who 
bad the Gospel of God concerning His Son (Rom. i. 2) glowing in 
bis heart as a libing flame, and, as was easily discerned in his words, 
a mighty power in bis life, was used of God to open my eyes to th• 
solmin fact that I was a sinner guilty before God, (Rom. iii. 19). 
and that no attempts on my part to follow the " example of Jesus 
-as our minister constantly exhorted his hearers to do---could rid
me of my guilt or redeem me from its condemnation. I passed
through a period of great darkness and agony. My pride rebelled
against what my conscience owned, and the enemy harassed and
tortured me with all manner of doubts. The message that brought
peace to my soul was the words of Isaiah liii. 5

1 
" He was wounded

tor our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, the chas­
tisement of our peace was upon Him, and ,vith His stripes wa au
balled." Clear as the light oJ day, the substitutionary sacrifice ol
tbe Son of God shone forth from these words, and in them I found a
ree-ting place to my troubled soul. A sinner needs n Saviour, not
an example. God has provided the Saviour we need in His own
Son, and whosoever trusts in His atoning blood is saved. Theo, as
His disciple, the saved one follows in His steps.

HOW THE SINNER COMES TO GOD. 

Not by bringing Him obedience, 
Not with works which 1 have done, 

But a vile and guilty sinner 
Trusting in His blessed Son : 

R�ting on the work He finished, 
Looking on the peace He made, 

Sailified alone with )fsus, 
Sure �( what Hi! Word has said. 



The Word that gives me a Claim. 

I F the atoning death of the Son of God had only been 
available for the II righteous " and the II good," I

would have had no claim to its benefits. Had the 
Gospel been God's good news to the deserving and the 

worthy, I could not have estab­
lished my right to share in the 
gifts and blessings it proclaims. 
Had the salvation of God been 
only for pious and God-fearing 
people, it could never have been 
claimed by me. But I thank the 
God of love and grace, who has 
revealed Himself in the giving of 
His Son as a Sa vi our. that it was 

-for sinners. He has caused it to be written in His Word 
�o that all may read it, that" Christ died for the ungodly" (Rom. v. 6). This is good news indeed. I cannot claim 
-the place of a saint, but not even the devil can deny me the 
1'ight of a sinner, and the good tidings of the Gospel tel1 
-that " while we were yet sinners Christ died for us " (Rom. 
v. 8). That word II ungodly ,, gives me a claim. If "Christ 
died for the ungodly," I am sure that He died for me, for 
I am one of them. There can be no mistake about thaL 
t know it. My conscience bears witness to it. My sins 
affirm it. But it was for the " ungodly " that Christ died. 
It was to put away their sins as a condemning power that 
He gave His life a ransom. 11 He was wounded for our 
transgressions "-for mine ; " He was bruised for our 
iniquities "-for mine ; " and with His stripes we are­
t am-healed. " This is how faith appropriates the 
Saviour whom God has given, and receives the salvation 
which Christ's death has procured. It is not enough to 
assent to Christ's death as a fact. One may perish in sin 
while believing that. What puts a sinner in possession of
the salvation that Christ died to bring is the personal faith, 
the individual acceptance of Him, expressed in the glowing
words, "The Son of God who loved me, and gave Himself 
for ME" (Gal. ii. 20). The appropriation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ by the individual sinner, bring's God's salvation to
the soul at once. and it is his joy then to know it as bis 
�• own salvation" (Phil. ii. 12). 



A'f.:.·coNCILED J'HJ?OUGH 

DEATH. 

"Tll.HY MH'l' JN 'l'Ull OUCIJtCUYAllD," 



Reconciled through Death. 

F
OR several years, owing to a dispute regarcling some 

family property, two brothers had been nt bitter 
variance. Although living in the same town they 

passed without speaking, and as the time went on the 
enmity deepened. One was manifestly in the wrong, 
for he had, like Jacob of ancient time, deprived his older 
brother of his birthright, yet he maintained his righteous­
ness and spoke evil of his aggrieved and offended brother. 
These conditions were a heart sorrow to their widowed 
mother, who sought by every persuasive means in her 
power the recQnciliation of her sons. But she did not live 
to see the desire of her heart fulfilled. In the last days of 
her life she had made such arrangements as would restore to 
her son who had been ,vronged what his brother had 
deprived him off, and with the prayer on her lips that 
they might be reconciled, she passed to her rest with Christ. 
On the day of her burial the brothers met, and being last 
at the new filled grave, they were left alone and face to face. 
It was a moment of crisis, and a turning point in their 
lives. \Vould the offender yield, and the offended forgive ? 
There seemed little appearance of that, and yet there was 
a longing desire beneath the outward hard look and the 
proud spirit to have the longstanding breach healed and 
the past forgotten. Tender memories of a Christian mother's 
love, and the ceaseless efforts made by her as a healer of 
the breach, were present to tl1e thoughts of both in that 
solemn scene. But the devil seeks to hold his o,vn by 
hardening hearts that have been touched. Just as they 
were about to tum each to his own path, the offended 
brother, stepping forward, and holding out his hand lo his 
offending brother, said, " Let us honour the memory of 
our departed mother who lived and died in the hope of 
seeing us reconciled, by ending this unhappy life, and bury­
ing all the past." There was a moment's pause, and then 
the pro·.1d off.ender stretched out his hand, and with a 
heart-sob which seemed like the snapping of a cord, he 
said, " Yes, George, so let it be. I have been in the wrong. 
I knew it, but was too proud to own it, but by the side of 
our mother's grave and for her sake, I ask to be reconciled 
and forgiven." And Crom that hour the est.rn.nged brothers 
were reconciled to become true friends an<l servants o( 



('ach other. "fhe touching story illustrates in po.rt at lco.sl 
a greater rccondlinlion-the rccondHation of n sinner to 
his God, against whom he hns sinned, whom he hns wronged, 
against whom he has spoken. and from whom he stands 
estmngcd as n rebel and n wrongdoer, his guilt upon his 
conscience, nnd the fear of retribution on his soul. Does 
the reader know aught of this personallf. ? It is a very 
real thing in the life history of some, while in others con­
science is silenced nnd the heart hardened ·in pride. God 
gave His Son, and the Son gave Hin1self a sacrifice to atone 
{or man's sin, and restore to offended justice what the 
sinner had taken away. And Justice is satisfied, as the 
01essage of reconciliation sent forth in the Gospel to all 
mankind proves, for its call to one and all is, 11 Be ye 
reconciled to God" (2 Cor. v. 20). The offended God has 
Himself made the first move, providing the satisfaction 
and proclaiming the amnesty. All that needed to be done 
He has done, and now it remains with the sinner, whether 
he ,vill yield and receive the Divine forgiveness or harden 
his heart against grace, and pass on to the Judgment. 
This is the present issue, and as the reader chooses now, so 
will his hereafter be, in time and in eternity. To be II recon­
ciled to God by the death of His Son " (Rom. v. 10) is to 
have present peace and a clear sky between the soul and 
God. And the �reat procuring cause of the reconciliation 
will ever be ascnbed to the One who "suffered for sins lhe 
Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God" 
(1 Pet. iii. 18), and those who accept U1e reconciliation say-

.. 0 wondrous grnco, 0 lovo beyond dcgreo, 
The OIIcmle<l c.Jlc·c..l to set lho oilcndcr free." 

The day of grnce in which God waits in long:suffering for 
the rebel's return to receive His proffered pardon and 
acceptance is stiU with us, bul it will not last for ever. 
Jud�menl will follow grace, and when the U1read of human 
life is snapped, the unpardoned sinner pa'iscs beyond the 
sphere of Divine mercy for ever. 

THE DAY OF GRACE WILL END. 

Tho t.lunds ol Time run quickly out., 
I ts hours of Grnco Jlcot by ; 

The <loor o( l\lcrcy soon will clo.,e 
And Juc..lgmenl drnwl'th nigh. 



The Three Go Together .. 

T
IIERE are multitudes of religious people who hold the 

theory that nobody can be certain that they possess 
everlasting life, and are sure of being in heaven while 

here on earth. A single statement n1ade by the Son of 
God. and recorded in John v. 24, completely denies this 
theory. and affirms that a present and known possession 
of everlasting life is the portion of all true believers. His 
words are."' Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that HEARETH

My \Vord, and BELIEVETH on Him that sent lVIe, HATH

eYerlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, 
but is passed from death unto life." There are three 
things in this verse that go together. They are hearing, 
believing, and having everlasting life. These three are not 
to be severed. To hear the words of the Lord Jesus, these 
words of life and peace that often fell fron1 His lips to men, 
and especially that last triumphant dying utterance of His 
when on the Cross of Calvary, "It is finished" (John 
xix. 30). which tells of redemption accon1plished and
salvation procured for aH, by the work of the Son of God
�part from the efforts, tears, and prayers of men. To
hear and to believe on God who sent J-Iis only begotten
Son to -be the Saviour of sinners (1 John iv. 10), and my
own personal Saviour, appropriating Hi111 as mine, is as
the Lord definitely declares to "have everlasting life."
here and now. The hearing, believing, and having go
together. It is no presumption to believe and confess
what God says. It would be unbelief to doubt it. It
comes to this then, that if the reader of these lines is one
who hears and believes, he is one who hn.s-not hop s to
have at some future tiine-but IJATU now at 1his mon1ent.

"everlasting life!' God says it. Do you believe it ?



The Indian Hunter's Discovery; 

On, T11E TtCER THAT \VAS TAM'ED. 

AN Engljsh hunter, who had spent years in quest of 
" big game " in India and other countries, brought 
home to his children a tiger cub which, with every 

care bestowed upon it, grew up to be a " pet" with his 
family. He claimed that by proper treatment and with 
new environment he had changed its nature, and made it 
as docile as a lamb. On a Summer afternoon. while reclining 
ball-asleep in an arbour with the pet tiger by bis side, he 
was startled by a savage growl, not unlike what he had 
been accuston1ed to hear in the jungle. Starting to his 

� . � "': lt-:.- , . 
• ... ,, ... 11,f' 

• 

,. TIOCII IS ms SATIVE JU.SOLE' 

feet, he saw the young tiger, with its eyes glaring and its 
teeth set, ready to spring al him. I-ie immediately grasped 
his pistol and shot it dcaq. It was found on examination 
that the young tiger had been licking the hunter's hand, 
and had broken the skin. Tasting his blood had awakened 
the ferocity in its nature, which was still there unchanged, 
and caused it to show the same savage instincts as the fierce 
tiger in its native jungle. 

The moral and 1nessage of this story is not far to seek. 
Man, by nature, is n sinnc·r (Epl1. ii. 3). a. rebel and an 
enemy of God (Rom. v. 10). His nature can neither be 
tamed nor improved. for his heart, which is the spring of 
it, is '' deceitful above all Lhings ancl desperately wicked " 
(Jer. xvii. 9). He may be reformed outwardly, made moral 



Tl,e lt1dia11 J/1111/or's lJiscov,·,>•· 

an1ong his neighbours, and so religious as lo take his place 
among the people of God ; but he ren1ains n sinner and a 
rebel at heart still. His nature is at fault, and it is un­
changed. The only remedy for him is to be "created 
anew,

, 
as Eph. ii. 10 desciibes, and God aJonc can do that. 

He needs to be " born again " (John iii. 7), and in that 
new birth receive a new life and a new nature. This makes 
a sinner a saint, a child of wrath a child of God. Anything 
and everything short of this, leaves a sinner with an un­
renewed nature, which the Scripture affirms is 11 not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be " (Rom. viii. 7). 

In the service of the gentleman who owned the tiger 
cub, there was a gamekeeper, a terrible slave to strong 
drink. Every reformer in the place had tried their skill 
on ." Geordie," but without success. He had taken the 
pledge it is said ten times, but the Jove for drink remained, 
and immediately he tasted it he was overcoane by its power. 
A hard case was "Geordie," but not too hard for God, 
not too far gone for the Gospel to -set up anew. He was 
invited to a cottage meeting in a working man's home on 
a Sunday evening, and there he heard for the first time in
his life that God cares for bad people, that He loves sinners 
(Rom. v. 8), and that it was sinners (r Tim. i. 15) that 
Christ came to save. That brought a ray of hope to the 
man's soul. The Gospel has that in it, and when its truth 
js received, 11 the power of God " is exercised on behalf of 
the believing sinner, and he is delivered from II the power 
of darkness" (Col. i. 12) and born of God (I John v. 1).
There is much to learn after that, but a new life and a new 
nature is in the man from that hour, and he lives no longer 
to the lusts of men, but to do the will of God. This is 
conversion. The 1nan is turned to God by the new life and 
the new nature now in him. Does the reader know aught of 
this? It is the first experience of the Christian life, and 
without it there is no life. no salvation. and no heaven. There 
is no power on earth can effect such a change. It is the 
work of the Spirit of God, and the Spirit acts in imparting 
this new life and in forming this new nature, when a sinner 
acknowledging his guilt before God commits himself be­
lie\'ingly to the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal and only 
Saviour, and owns Him as his Redeemer and Lord. 



Are You Really Happy ? 

T
IIE question came to me as a surpris<', for l thought I was happy, 

and l wondered that anybody should doubt it. I ha<l been 
converted in the time of a grcat ingathcring, and we sang a 

�reat deal at the meetings, and seemed to be a very happy people. 
Yet, when alone, and especially whc-111 alone with God, having time 
to review my ways ::ind consider my conduct, 1 was often anything 
but happy. My feelings had a good deal to do with what made up 
my happiness, and when they went down so did my joy. 1 t was 
probably the knowledge oi this that caused that question to come 
trom the lips o{ the godly old man-a true shepherd of the Lord's 
flock-who had much experience in dealing with souls before and 
aflcr conversion. As there was no very definite answer given to 
h1s question, he went on to say, " I want to give you a little verse 
t.o roll over and over in your mind until it becomes like honey from 
the honeycomb to your soul. lt  ,s th.is, • In Him, though now 
we see Him not, yet bclievin� we rejoice ' ( l Peter 1. 8). The source 
ol true joy 1s the Lord HimseU, not in our own frames, or experi­
ences, but in Him. And the means of this joy being in us is belioviug 
not tccling, but foilh. • ln  whom believing ye rejoice with joy 
uuspca/rnblc,' that is so much of it, and so glorious in kind that it 
cannot be described. Just take these two simple truths to your 
heart, and they will make and keep you truly happy." There is 
much that passes for happiness that is not, and the proof of it is 
that it ch�nges like the wind. U11t true joy, real happiness, has 
their source in Christ, who changes not. And it is ours by simple 
faith, taking Cod al His Word, in spi tc o( feelings and whoo circum­
stances arc all a,;ninst us. And then quoling tho meruorablc words
of holy benediction, " Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace fo bl'lioving" (Hom. xv. 13), he was �one. Dut that
word has remained, and like a. rock remains, wblie all nround is 
ahifting sand. 1 n Christ, is t.he believing sinnl'r's s::Llva tion, pence, 
snrl joy, and not in chnnging frames and feelings. 

WHAT CHRIST IS TO ME. 

hnst is my Saviour ever tho snmc, 
Li!e ls etcrno.l, found in HIH Numa; 
l >cncc it itj mlno, tbroui.th His dcntb on the tree 
Joy in bl1Llcvlng what lie is to me. 

' 



The Sight that Brings Peace. 

l T is when the sinner beholds by faith the Lamb of God 
dying on the Cross on his account, for his sin, in his­
stead, that peace comes to his troubled soul. That 

death was to free him from ti1e penalty and the power of 
sin. As a sinner against his God, he i!f,, 

-e��::;= �� amenable to punishment. He knows it, 
I even when his lips deny it, and his. 
conscience within, under the guilt of his. 
misdeeds, cries out, " Thou art the 
man." No penance, no prayer, no 
promise of amendment can blot out the 
past. But God has found a ransom. He 
has sent His Son to become the sinner's­
Surety, and presents Him in the Gospel 
as his Saviour. His sacrifice on the 
Cross atones for sin, and provides a 
righteous way of escape from its penalty. 
His might on the throne delivers from 

its power, and is exercised for all that believe on and 
confess Christ as their Redeemer and Saviour. To "behold 
the Lamb of God" is to see in the \Vord that He died for 
me. To believe on Hiin is to personally O\vn Him as "the 
Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me" (Gal. 
ii. 20}. This is God's way of saving sinners. It is His only 
way. And there never will be another. Does the reader 
now behold the Lamb of God" for Himself, and own 
Him in a personal trust as his only Saviour? 

How 

should 

man 

be 

just 

with 

God? 
Job ix.1, 

ffil �n w� 
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Whom 

He 
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them 

He 

also 

glorified 
Rom. 'S. 3() 
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OR, A SOUL'S DECISION AND CHOICE FOR 

E1ERJ\TITY. 

TllB L.AST JiJGll.I' l.V '.J.'lll:J ULD J.lOJlb', 



The Last Hours In the Old Home; 
OR. A SOUL'S DECISION AND CHOICE FOR ETERNTTY. 

I T wns the Inst week of the old year. A snowstorm raging 
without, with heavy drifts through which travellers 
slowly wended their way hon1eward from the wayside 

inn, to which the old-time coach had brought visitors 
from afar to spend the last days of the passing year with 
friends in and around their native village. In contrast to 
the scene ,vithout, ·we peep inside a cottage home just on 
the outskirts, where in a snug little parlour

) 
hvo fcmn.les 

sit iq front of the glowing fire engaged in conversation. 
Thelr ages do not seem to ruffer greatly; they are both 
young as people reck9n, and their lives have been spent 
under the same roof s41ce early girlhood. They are cousins, 
daughters of hvo worthy and much respected to,vnsmen, 
who for many years had lived and served God in that 
village, spreading His Gospel among the lowly with their 
lips, and adorning its doctrine in their lives. Both had 
ended their course with joy and in honour, and their two 
daughters, brought up in separate hotnes, had lived together 
happily in the home of the elder, since their parents passed 
to their rest in heaven. But the day of parting ,vas on \he 
morrow, and many tender memories were awakened as 
the hour drew near. Their last night together \\Tas spent 
in the quietude of that little roon1 in which 1nany a happy 
family gathering had taken place in years gone by. The 
younger cousin was about to sail for a distant colony to live 
with her brother, and her companion was to be left alone 
in the old home. :Much as they had in con1mon as f'elatives 
and fellow-helpers, there was one thing-and only one­
in which they cliflcred. One \Vas in Christ, tl1e other in 
and of the world. Let this be put in another way. They 
were both Christians outwardly, both moral, ,vell behaved, 
and much esteemed among their neighbours ; but the
younger cousin had not accepted Jesus Christ fron1 God 
who sent Him as her personal Saviour, nor owned Hin1 
before men as her Redeemer and Lord. Her elder cousin 
had done both definitely and decidedly, and was therefore 
God's own child, born of His Spirit, and known by her 
fruits and ways as a devoted disciple of the Lor<l. She 
had again and a�ain spoken Jovingly, tenderly, and fnilh­
fully to her cousin of the need of a definite life cl1oice to 



Tho Lrut f/01,rs lu 1/10 Old Homo. 
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bt' the Lord's, but up to that hour there llad been no 
response. She assented to the truths of the Bible, revered 
tho n1emory of her pious parents, and greatly :respected her 
cousin's consistent life, but yet remained undecided and 
unsaved, without Christ, and therefore at the mercy of 
every wind and wave of ten1ptation in that great world 
to which she wa.s going forth on the morrow. Heartsore 
and burdened, her Christian cousin had prayed that grace 
and wisdom might be given her to set Christ and His saving 
power once more before her dear companion; whose face 
�he 111ight never see again, and that quiet hour was spent 
in doing so. There was nobody heard that conversation 
but God, but its happy issue was that a life-choice was 
1nade over the words of Psalm lvii. 7, " :My heart is fixed, 
0 God," coupled with those of Isa. xii. 2, u I will trust 
and not be afraid," and her soul passed into the light and 
liberty of God's salvation. There was joy, such as only a 
redeen1ed and regenerated sinner just delivered from the 
realms of darkness, and the soulwinner who has sought 
and won a soul to Christ know, that hour, and the life 
iinplanted then and there, is manifested in a path of loving 
service to the Lord in the distant land in which she lives. 
\Vhy have I related this story? To impress upon the 
reader of it, the need of a definite and personal acceptance 
of Christ (John i. 12) for salvation, the certainty of being 
saved (Acts xvi. 16) by all who do so accept Him, and the 
blessedness of being saved and sure of it (r John v. 13) here 
and now. The way is simple, but the time is short. There 
is no time to lose, none to trifle, 11 Behold NOW is the 
accepted time ; behold now is the day of salvation ,, 
(2 Cor. vi. 2). There is a n1oment in all lives which 
decides the future course and fixes the final destiny. And 
that moment is when the great life-choice of the soul is 
made, and U1e heart's answer gives to God's great question 
put to all who have heard the Saviour's Name and th� 
story of His Cross and Sacrifice as presented in the Gospel: 
"\Vhat think ye of Christ? " 

THE SOUL'S RESPONSE TO GOD'S CALL. 

I J.o oollu,,,, 1 wlll l,ellovo, 
'l'l1At JNu• dlcd for 111t, 

'J'l1Rt 01.1 the Crot1,..1 Ho 1hl'd l111 blood 
1-'rom ,111 to ll'� 1111 lrec.



The Voice of the Scoffer. 

l l{E are forewarned in the vVord of God, that " there
V\ shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after 

their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise 
of His coming?" (2 Pet. iii. 2). They are with us now. 
We hear their voices on the platform, and read their scoff­
ings in the newspapers day by day. They walk " after 
their own lusts," revelling in sin, doing their own will, 
taking their own way. And when any remind them that 
there is a God to meet and a reckoning day to come, they 
raise the scoffers' sneer and ask-vVhen ?' They point to 
the silent heavens above, from which no bolt of vengeance 
descends on the blasphemer of God or the destroyer of 
man, and say, " If there be a God, let Him speak out 
against the wrongs that He suffers to be wrought, and we 
will believe in Him." Little do they think what the result 
would be to themselves in judgment, if their desire was, 
granted. For when God does next speak from the open 
heavens, it will be in stern and awful retribution on men 
for their impenitence and rejection of the Gospel. which in 
this period of His longsuffering and grace to a guilty world 
He is causing to be made known in all nations, taking 
out from them "a people for His Name " (Acts xv. Lt), 
who will be removed from earth to their home in heaYen, 
before the world is swept by judgment from the throne of 
God. If God were acting now in righteousness, as He did 
in ages past, the scoffer's tongue would long ago haYe 
been silent in the grave, and his soul in the torments of 
hell. But as surely as God has said it, his day is coming. 
And when it does come, God will make short work of his. 
boasting and his scorn, and he, bold man ! will shri,·el at 
the first blast of His anger when He arises to deal with His. 
foes. Let all who sroff and scorn at the Gospel and the 
Word of God take heed and beware, and while they may. 
tum to the Lord, for His mercy in salvation. 



The Lips that Sang a Lie. 

T
HE peasantry of the Garioch district or Abcrdccnshi,c, 

around Pitcaple, were greatly astonished, and some­
of them mightily offended at the saying of a preacher 

who had come to fill the pulpit of their respected old 
minister, George Bain, who had gone across to Ireland on 
a ,;sit during the great Revival of 1859, to witness the

mighty work of grace in the a.wakening and c011,·c1 ion of 
sinners transpiring there. A frobalioner, who had the gift 

" Sil 1; S.l:S O L•H'l>&ll rn \\ r.n:n." 

of "great plainness of speech," and the habit of calling 
persons and thlngs by their old-fashioned Bible names, 
was the preacher on that pring 1norning, in which aH 
Nature seemed to be getting ready into its robe of freshest 
green. It so happened that the preacher within was as 
fresh as the fields and woods without, for he had co111e

from a scene of soul-saving in another pla.cC', and was­
preaching in the freshness and unction of the Holy Ghost. 
And a man led by the pirit and obedient to Hi· behests 
does things quite outside tlic u ual beaten track of dry 
form and method and even ('cclcsiaslical order, to drive 



Tl,s Lt'.ps t/,al Song <1 Lie. 

his message home and reach the consciences and hearts of 
sinners. Preaching that does not reach sinners' consciences 
is not of 1nuch use, except to sing lullaby to deceived and 
sin-drugged souls making their descent to the pit easy.-

" Let us sing the twenty-third Psalm," said the preacher, 
reading verse by verse the fine old Scottish metrical version 
as it is found at the close of the Bible, and used almost 
exclusively in these years in worship. At the close of the 
reading, and as the old precentor was using his pitchfork 
to raise the tune, the preacl1er remarked, 11 This is a psalm 
for born again people, and any of the unconverted who 
sing it, sing lies to God." That saying made a few of the 
congregation "sit up;" it enraged to the boiling point a 
number more, and the effect on a few ardent spirits, who 
were determined to show no respect, and give no quarter 
to that impudent state1nent. was to make them sing louder 
than ever. Of these latter, was a Gaiioch farmer's daughter. 
She remarked to a neighbour on the way home that she 
11 was not to be frightened anyway, and would sing it as 
often as she liked in spite of him." But God has to be 
reckoned with in such matters, and He honours the faithful 
testimony of 1-Iis servants, hovv·ever uncouth it may appear 
to the Pharisee and the unconverted church member. 
On her bed that night God spoke to the soul of the farmer's 
daughter. Her lips had sung "The Lord's my Shepherd," 
and added " Yea tl1ough I walk in death's dark vale, yet 
will I fear none ill," while well she knew that she feared the 
very thought of death, and knew she was not ready to meet 
God. In agony of soul, such as onlr. an awakened sinner 
knows, she tossed on her pillow, until, unable to endure it 
longer, she arose, and throwing her mother's plaid around 
her hasted in the early morning hours to the house of a 
cottar, whose wife was a converted woman, and knew well 
how to point an awakened sinner to the Saviour, with the 
grand result that the fanncr's daughter received and 
confessed Christ as her personal Saviour, n.nd told the 
story of her anger, her awakening, and her conversion to 
the faithful preacher next day. Thero are many who utter 
words in prayer and song which on their lips nrc lies, for 
they arc not the true experience of their souls. Nono can 
truly use the language of Christian experience until they 
arc Christians, having been bon1 ngnin by the Spirit of God. 



The Joy of Knowing Sins Forgiven. 

I
N my early girlhood I was tau�ht to pray, "0 Goel for�ive me 

all my sins, for Christ's sake,' but beyond repeating the words
I knew nothing of it. For lhirty years [ bopcci the lime would

come when l would KNOW that my sins were all forgiven, and that
1 was a saved soul. But bow I knew not. There arc Providenc<'s in
all our lives, and I have not the least doubt, as I look back on the
past, that it was one of these that brought me into the acquaint­
anceship of a Christian woman, a day labourer's wife who, while
poor in this world's things, was the happiest person I ever met. 
1 asked her one day, while she was doing some work for me, what
was the source of her joy, and she answered in great simplicity­
.. lt is that God bas forgiven my sins for Christ's sake, and made
me a partaker o{ His saving grace." I was amazed, anti had she
been other than what I knew her to be, a truly happy woman, 1
might have considered her self-righteous. I asked, " How are you
so sure of that?" to which she quietly replied, " By the \Vord of 
God that says, ' Your sfos are forgiven you 1or Hi� Name's sake' 
(1 John ii. 12), and the same blessedness is open to all, for I never 
did anything to merit it, but simply believe tbat on account of
what Christ did for me when He died for my sins on the Cross,
God is Just and the JusUfier of a!J that believe on His . on." I
felt at that moment that this humble woman bad stated what 1
long desired to know, and I took the Bible that night and read it
to find out what 1 could about the blcsscdocss that sho had sa.iJ
was " open to all." And blessed l)e God. 1 did. The words tbat
gave me Light and led me to place my soul's trusl in Christ and His
finished work alone for forg,veocss, were" J n whom "·cha e redemp­
tion through His blood, TllR FORCI\ TINESS or SINS o.ccorrlin� to the
riches o{ His grace " (Eph. 1 7). The • grace " of God .md the
redeeming" blood" of Chnst 1 aw to l>c tbe CAl.SE of a sinncr'!t
forgiveness, and that my part was imply nnd only lo Rt?C'Ft\'lt it
in believing. There only rcmniuc<.l to t:utc God at Hj \\ onl, lo
�lieve what He says, and to Kl'\OW my ins forgiven. The know­
ledge of tbi� brought pc-ace, and joy followecl. I this 1 re-Joie('()
then, and still rejoice. 

THE GREAT WORD-ETERNITY. 

T\mo Bi , ntl \\ e mo, e on i ",n
To that whkh u to I> 

The puatng ve-ar; hut lead u on 
To ,011' l:.t nlltr. 



The Door of Grace will Close. 

L
o�c ns lhc door of God's grace lo men has stood open

wide, with the great and gracious invitation sounding 
forth to 11 \Vhosoc'irer will " to �ntcr in and be saved, 

that <loor will one day close, never to be opened again. 
Grace will give place to judgment, 
o.nd the door through which 
sinners now pass to become par­
takers of II lhe salvation of God,'' 
without money and without merit 
on their part, will be shut. God 
has said it, and it will surely 
come to pass. Let none, there­
fore, hope for some future oppor­
tunity for repentance and accept­

ance of what they are at present refusing or neglecting, 
.even the 1nercy of God in Christ, that great salvation which 
has been provided by Christ's death on the Cross, and is 
now proclaimed to all in the Gospel. The door of grace is 
.open to-day, and the Lord's word is, 11 By Me, if any man 
.enter in he SHALt be saved" (John x. 9). but there is no 
promise of it bei11g so for ever. "The acceptable year of 
the Lord " is to be followed by " the day of vengeance o{ 
our God " (Isa. lxi. 2), and the open door of mercy will be 
succeeded by the closed door of just retribution. Do not 
tarry, do not trifle, lest the time of mercy pass and leave 
you Christless and unsaved. 
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