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The Ontario Farmer; 

OR, "\VE l\lUST MAl(E THE l\losT OF LIFE WHILE WE HAVE TT·" 

I T was a dear, ciisp April morning, and everything in 
·Hamilton, " The Garden City " of Ontario, Canada,
seemed to be awaking to the breath of returning 

Spring. The Winter bonds of Lake Erie bad just broken, 
and huge blocks of ice were passing down the river to the 
famous Niagara Falls where they became piled in huge 
fantastic heaps. On my way from Hamilton to the Falls, 
.J met a typical farmer who had emigrated from the old 
country son1e thirty years before. and had been successful 
in his efforts at fruit growing in that rich belt of land 
known as "The Orchard of Ontario," through which we 
passed by rail that forenoon. When he discovered that I 
was a visitor from the land in which he had been born and 
schooled, he becaine reminiscent regarding his early years. 
Especially did the memory seem to linger of happy Sundays 
of the ancient Scottish type and Sunday School days when 
the Gospel, told out in simple words, seemed to have 
impressed his young and tender heart. I told him as best 
I. could that in the mercy of God such Sundays were still
with us in some parts of Scotland at least, and that in the 
parish of his early years, I knew that the Gospel was still 
being made kno\vn, and that men and ,vomen were re­
ceiving it and being saved. I noticed that when we got 
to close quarters on the matter of personal salvation, and 
the common need 6£ being " born again " in order to see
or enter the kingdom of God (John iii. 3, 5, 7), he became 
restive, and more than once tried to change the subject by 
attracting my attention to the splendid orchards through 
which we were passing. It is wonderful how long you 
may speak on religion and religious work, of churches a.a1d 
creeds and the like, so long as the need of personal salvation 
is eschewed, and the soul's need of Christ 1s left out. But 
how quickly the subject is dropped or turned a\vay from, 
when the old time question, so pertinent and personal, 
"What think ye of Christ?" (Matt. xxii. 42) is pressed home 
upon the soul. My fellow-traveller seemed to be getting 
ready to_ leave tl1e car, and I sought to have a last personal 
word with him, as it was unlikely we should ever meet 
again. He listened very respectfully and acquiesed in 
the importance of giving heed to the vVord of God and the 
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Gospel of Christ, but just as he rose to say "good-bye" and 
go, he snid II but you know we must make the most o( life 
while we hnve it," then he passed from my view, 

I have not forgotten his words, they nre very tn1c and 
very solemn. "\Ve must make the most of life "-that is 
true. And what do you think is the first and highest 
object of earthly life, reader? Is it to make money, to 
acquire property, to gain a name and pass into the etem�l 
world without God and without hope? Certainly not. 
The man who so lives, is making the least of Hfe, in fact he 
is wasting it. The first and noblest thing in earthly life 
is to get right with God, to be reconciled to Him, to he 
saved from the guilt and practice of sin, to be born again 
and become God's own child (1 John v. 1 ; t John iii. 2).
There is nothing better, nothing greater than this. You 
may become a millionaire, a peer, a senator, or anything 
else the world can make you, but if you do not know God 
as your Fat.her, and His Sen J'"'sus Christ as your Saviour 
and Lord, you are poor enough now, and will be worse 
throughout eternity. That man makes the most of life, 
who honestly and fearlessly faces the question of his re­
lation to God, and having discovered that he is a sinner in 
His sight, " guilty before God " (Rom. iii. 19), as the \Vord 
declares, owns his sin (Job xi. 4), and taking his place as 
a vile and guilty sinner, finds in Christ the One who came to 
save him (I Tim. i. 15),•who died for him (Rom. v. 8), and 
in whose Name God holds fo1ih forgivenness of his sins 
(Acts xiii. 38). To Jive a godless life, to die a Christless 
death, and pass into a dark and hopeless eternity is to 
make the very worst of earthly life. Yet how many are 
doing it. Clever. successful, level-headed for time, but fools 
before God and for eternity, Are you one of them, reader? 
Better search and se�. A mistake on this will be fatal. 
As the Ontaiio farmer put it, it is only " while we have it " 
that the best can be made of earthly life. And you and 'I 
cannot tell how long it may be ours. The moral is, to 
�et the g1 eat matter of salvation settled to-day. " Now 
1s the day of salvation." The Gospel is still sounding in 
your ears, and the way is so simple that none need miss 
it. It is this-" If thou shalt confess with thy month the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
llim from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rom. x. 9). 
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Love for the Loveless. 

l r wa� not the Io,·ely, or the worthy, that God loved, but
the lo\'cle·" H was not those who desired or deserved 
to be Io,·ed to whom I-Ie sent 1-Iis on to be their 

a,·iour. It was a world of sinners to which the Son of 
Gou \\'as sent as the expression of Divine love, a world 
which had for ages gone astray and set a�ide all God's 
claims. The record of this great love and this great gift 
is lully and clearly set forth in John iii. 16, which came 
from the lips of the Son of God Hin1self, when He stood i11

this \\'orld of ours. " For God so loved the world that He 
ga,·e His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life." vVho 
can ever doubt the love of God after such a word as this ? 
·• Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins"
(1 John iv. 10). The love of God was toward the loveless. 
The death of God's Son was for the guilty. Not for the 
good, or the noble, or the righteous, but for sinners did the 
Saviour come. 11 Christ Jesus came into the \\'Orld to 
save SINNERS " (1 Tim. i. r5), and 11 \Vhile we were yet 
SINNERS, Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 8). There need be 
-�o ques�ion, no doubt, in the µght of such statements, that
it was sinners whom Jesus came to save, and that it was 
sinners for who1n I-le died. Do you take the guilty sinner's 
name ? Do you place yourself among those for whom the 
Saviour came, for whom He died ?. You may. Then you 
can say like one of old, " The Son of God who loved n1e and 
gave Himself for ME " (Gal. ii. 20). This is personal appro­
priation of Christ This is believing on Him. Thi<; is 

_salvation. Make it your own personally, and do it now . 
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The Conversion of a Plctish Chief . 

. \ HECOHD OF Tit� Gos1 1EL
1

S POWER JN ANCIENT ScoTLANfJ 

I N the years when Columba and his helpers were living 
in the island of Iona, and from there going forth witli 
the Gospel 1nessage among the Picts of the far North, 

they heard of a powerful chief far away beyond the moun­
tains of Drumalban, whose name was Brude. Accompanied 

b , two ca1 nest evangelists named on1gal and Cainnech, 
olumha ..,tarted on his mission of mercy to the Druid 

chit•f, hea1ing nothing save the \Vord of God, w1itten on 
large parchment scroll . .\ tiny craft covered with cow­
hide wns launched from the silvery strand of Iona, with 
the three Gospellers, accompanied by a few helpers to row 
them across the strait to the f urtlter shore Then many 
a "car , mile up rugged hiHs covered with furze, down 
prcc i pi tous rocks, acros trackless n1oors, toward the shor s 
of Loch Ness, where the castle of the Piclish chief was �aid 
to b . \Vhen they reached the place, they found that Brude 
hnd b en for warned or their coming by hi· Druid p1 i )•ts 
nnd had barred tho Rnlcs of his fortr s against them nnd 
th ir m "\ 1gc. Th snm xp 'ri nc hns b' n r 'P •at d 
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again and again all through the years, whcrccver Christ and 
the Gospel of His great snlvation arc brought near to sinners. 
The enemy seeks to hold his own " in peace " (Luke xi. 
21) and resists every effort to deliver sinners from his cruel
grasp. Undaunted by their first repulse, Columba and his

. helpers formed into line outside the closed gates and raising
their voices sang the forty-sixth psalm. The strange 
sound of that hrst song of Christian praise which had ever 
sounded through these wilds was heard by Brude in his 
fortress, and so completely overcame him that he ordered 
the gates to be opened and Columba to be brought into his 
presence. No record has been left in the annals of Iona 
of that interview, but from what we know of Columba 
and his love for the Gospel of Christ which he and his 
helpers spent their lives in spreading in its simplicity, we 
may be sure that the burden of his message to the Pictish 
chief was " Jesus Christ and Him crucified " (r Cor. ii. 2). 
This is what the sinner needs and what the Gospel declares. 
It is the Gospel of God " concerning His Son " (Rom. i. 
3). It tells that " Christ died for the ungodly " (Rom. v. 
6), died "the Just for the unjust to bring them to God" 
(r Pet. iii. 18), and that in virtue of His death there is 
salvation for all. And wherever the message is received 
by faith, it becorpes then and there to the believing soul 
" the power of God unto salvation " (Rom. i. 16). The 
historian tells us that Brudc confessed the Lord Jesus as 
his personal Saviour, and threw open wide the whole of 
his kingdom to the preaching of the Gospel. Columba 
hastened a band of earnest Gospellers from Iona to the far 
North, who penetrated the straths of the Grampians and 
the fastnesses of Ross with the Gospel. and by its power 
many who had bowed before the altar of the Druid, were 
saved to witness to the Gospel's saving grace and power. 
Reader, you are no heathen, but you need Christ, need to 
be converted to God as surely as this Pictish chief. There 
is one ,Gospel, only one, the same for the Druid as the 
nominal Christian, and this is the Gospel we. bring to you 
here and now. The question is, will you receive it· as 
God's message:-of a present and personal salvation and pass 
from death to life (John v. 24) or will you reject it and 
perish eternally ? 
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"It is not Seeking, but Receiving. '

I wAs tau�ht from my earliest years to "Seek the Lord," and to
pray tv God that I might be saved. This was the doctrine generally 

preached as the way of salvation, and we were told to "seek 
it earnestly." I often had protracted seasons of real soul anxiety 
nnrl trulv wished to have the certainty of my salvation. But 
::.omehow { could not get at it. Thoughts arose in my mind at 
various times such as these. How long have we to seek salvation 
before \\C ,;et it? How arc we to know when we have it? Does 
assurance come as a revelation, or in some sudden illumination or 
experience ? 1 had read of some such cases of conversion, and of 
others who were "stricken," and after a long struggle emerged out 
of darkness into light. But whether these were special cases, or the 
general experience of �ll true Christians I could not tell, so my years 
passed 0:1. J was still seeking but had not found salvation, not so 
far as I could tell. l heard some speak of being saved. They could 
say they had " eternal life" and enjoyed it. ot so with me. I 
wished 1 could say so, but still it seemed as far off as ever. Con­
versing one day in a railway train with a feJlow-travcller, we got on 
to religious subjects. He evidently knew son1ething of the very 
thing 1 wanted to get light on. 1 asked, "Do you think any one 
can be sure of having eternal life?" " Yes," he said, "I do. I can 
say by the grace of God that it is mine, and that I hnve lived in the 
enjoyment of it for over twenty years." I suppose I must have 
looked interested, so he went on to say, "For many years I was on 
tho wrong track, as many a.re. I had been ta.ught to 'seek it,' 
and so 1 did, hut I oe,·er seemed to get any further on in that way. 
One night 1 heard an address from tlle words, 'The gift of God is 
t!lemal life through Jesus Christ our Lord' {Rom. vi. 23), and the 
speaker remarJcecl, ' \Ve do not work for a gift; we do not even 
seek it, but when it is held forth to us by the giver, we simply RBcmvE

it and thank him for it. This is how you are to como into personal 
possession of God's free gilt of eternal Hie: There is no effort, 
no fitness, no merit needed. You simply receive what God in grace 
has ,\>rovidc<.l, and say "Thanks bo unto God for His U.Dspeakable 
gift (2 Cor. i . 15). That wo.s the means of bringing mo to tho 
JX>int o.nd l did receive Christ (Joun i. u) and in Him I ha.ve lilo." 
Not just then, but shortly alter, l ca.me ns I wn.s, empty hnuJcd, 
and TOOK what God bas given. There is no uccd to scok, or to 
w�t ws l( something hnd to bo done. God hns givoo His Son: in 
Him ia life, o.nd " Ho thnt bnlh tho Son llATn Ufo .. Uobu v. 1 i). 
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A Gracious Invitation. 

T
nE words once uttered by the Son of God as he stood

upon earth in the midst of �n-burdened, heart-sore, 
and weary sinners, are as true to-day as they were 

that day long ago when He uttered them. The invitation 
that came from His lips then, has not beeu recalled or 
\\-ithdrawn. From the enthr0ned Saviour at God's right 
hand the words come, as His personal invitation to all wlio 
are labouring to obtain sah·ation by their own vain efforts, 
or seeking rest from the burden of their sins in anything 
short of Christ. Here are the Sa,·iour's words-

j /, 

· �OME UNTO ME
ALL YE THAT LABOUR 

AND ARE HEAVY LADEN 
AND 

I w1 LL GIVE You REST 
,,, 

! 
___ __, _______ �����--------�-�-J 

Do they meet your need ? Are you labouring, ,,·orking to 
obtain rest to your soul? Are you burdened, hea,·y laden 
and needing rest ? Do your sins weigh you down ? Do 
you long to Le free from their load, their pena!ty, and their 
practice. Then to· you. the Saviour says, "Come unto 
�fe" To come, just means to yield, to trust yourself to 
Him;, just as you are t(, cast yourself and your burden 
up'1n Himself. \Vh:-i.t does He say to those who do ? " I 
,vii) give you rest." It is His and I-le gi,·es it, give it 
freely to all who simply come. in-bur<lPnc<l and weary 
ones of all ranks and condition�. of all countrie"', climes and 
aeeds, are enjoying this rest to-day. Areyou? 
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The Doctor and the Sin-sick Patient. 

"THE DocTOR," as everybody called him, was the b�st
known 1110.n in the parish. In times of sickness he 
was not only physician but friend, and when distress 

and bereave1nent ca1ne, he was counsellor and comforter 
to all. And "·the doctor " knew the troubles of the soul 
as well as those of the body, and bein� himself a true 
Clu istian who had known the Lord and lived in the peace 
and joy of His great salvation fo1 over half a century, he 
col:11d tell the sin-sick and the weary, of the One who alone 
can give 1 est from the burden of sin, and relief from its 
penalty and power. 

He never missed an opportunity of bringing the great 
realities of Eternity and the glad tidings of the Gospel 
before his patients, no 111atter whether they were gentry 
or day 1abourers. Fo1 this reason some did not seek his 
services, for whether in health or sickness there are those 
who hate the Gospel of Jesus Christ and give the cold 
shculder to all who love and speak of it. 

There was no greater enemy of the Gospel in all that 
parish than Gould the farmer at "The I{nowe." He had 
been heard to say he would " rather die of his trouble, than 
have the old doctor prea�h to him in his sickness." Such 
sayings are easily made in health, but when the hand of 
disease is heavily laid upon the sons of 1ne..1, when the 
world and all its belongings is slipping from their grasp, 
when the portals of the great Eternity begin to open to 
receive their sin-stained souls, ·boastings of godless days 
take wings and flee away. 

Gould lay very ill at "The Knowe" one day, and his 
brother, who had come to see hi'm, was sent off on horse­
back to bring " the Doctor." When he called at his 
house late at night, he found he had just gone to visit a 
patient, but was expected back within an hou1. So the 
doctor's sister, who kept house, asked the visitor to come 
in and await his return. When the doctor arrived he at 
once remounted his horse and along with the sick man's 
brother rode along to "The I(nowe" When he entered 
the sick room, the nian who had spoken so many hard things 
against the Christian physician held out his fevered hand 
and grasping the doctor's arm said-" I did not think you 
�·ould have con1e, doctor, but I'm glad to see you. ['m 
sick in body and in soul too, I hope you can do something 
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for hul11." This mosl unexpected salutation gave the 
<loclor n hint tl!nt the Spirit of God had been at. work 
nrousins tho worldly man to eternal things and brin�1ing 
him down Crom his hnughly J.>osition rega1ding Ch1 ist and
I l is great salvntion. So ht! Ii ted his heat t to God in prayer 
that he might have b'Tate and wisdom to speak a word in 
senson to the sick fa1mer. T!1ere was nothing seriously 
\\Tong, beyond a severe chill, which had raised his tempera· 
ture, but the man who is unprepared to meet God is easily 
alarmed at the thought of impending danger. A few visits 
from the doctor, with such treatment as he prescribed, 
brought the farmer round. It was during the period of 
his convalescence that the doctor called one afte1noon 
and found the farmer alone sitting by the parlour fire. 
They had not been long together when the doctor said, 
"Now, Mr. Gould, in the Lord's goodness you are pretty 
well over your bodily trouble, what ahout the other ailment 
of which you spoke that first night when I called. You 
remen1ber you said you were s:ck in soul as well as in 
body." "That's true, doctor. And it's sickness of long 
standing too, for J have had m«ny a sore day and night 
during the last _ten years thinking about my former life
and the sins of bygone years. I was o.1ce very near the 
kingdom of God, but I put the day of my salvation off, 
?nd now the thing th2t haunts me is, that my day of grace 
is past. Do you think there is any cllance for me now, 
doctor?" " Something better than a chance, l\fr. Gould, 
there is certainty. God says in His holy \Vord, " \Vno­
SOEVER will, let him take the water of life" (Rev. xxii. 17); 
that "if ANY l\lAN enter in by Christ he shall he saved " 
(John x. 9)1 and the Lord Himself says " 1-Iim that cometh 

,to Me, I will in no wise cast out 11 (John ,·i. 37). A long 
and close conversation followed, and before the doctor left 
he knelt by his patient's side and prayed that the light of 
the Gospel might shine into the farmer's heart and that he 
might welcome it unto salvation. \Vhat actually happened 
after the doctor left I do not know, but this much is sure­
Farmer Gould was converted to God that night, and con­
fessed Christ to his brother and among l1is servants the 
next day. His first visit was to the doctor's house, and for 
many a year he lived to preach Christ with his lips and 
shew forth His praises in his life,. as a sinner saved by grace 
alone. Reader, do you know the need of your soul ? 
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Grace for the Guilty. 

T
HE grace of God is toward the guilty. And the whole 

world has been brought in " guilty before God " 
(Rom. iii. 19). "There is none righteous, no not one" 

(Rom. iii. 10)-not even you, reader. You may be out­
wardly 1ighteous in your dealings with your fellowmen, 
but you are unrighteous before God. You have sinned 
against God, and your sin is marked before Him against 
you. You can never blot it out or atone for it by any 
effort of your own. You are " without strength " (Rom. 
v. 6) to do anything to save or even help to save yow·self
You must be saved by grace alone, 11 not of works lest any
man should boast " (Eph. ii. 8, 9). Salvation is by sovereign
grace, the free favour of God to the undeserving. The
grace of God is for the guilty. He justifies " freely by His
grace " a11 who as sinners 1rest on the n1erits of Christ
alone, and upon the precious blood which He shed (Rom.
iii. 24, 25). By grace alone are the guilty saved. Reader, 
are you conscious that you have no merit, no plea with 
which to come hefore God, that you are a sinner, lost, 
undone and hell deserving, that yon have done nothing, 
can do nothing to save yourself? Then you are just the 
person for grace to save. God delights in showing grace 
to the guilty, to those who take their true place before 
Him, confessing their guilt and trusting only in the n1erits 
of the Son of God the Saviour. Do you cast yourself only 
and wholly on His finished work ? Do you believe on 
Him as your Saviour and con(ess Him as your Lord ? To 
all such the \Vord of the Lord is " thou shalt be sa\•cd " 
(Rom. x. 21· Yes, saved now, saved by grace. as it is 
written, " for by grace are ye aved through faith nnd 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God '' (Eph. ii. �). 

JS 



Saved on a Hay Cart. 

THE TORY OF A DORSET LABOURER'S CONVERSION. 

T
HERE had been a tent on the village green and two 

strangers preaching in it for three weeks The 
villagers had been warned against going near it, and 

quite a nun1ber stood aloof for a time. But when it was 

"TU■ LIOUT DAWNllD WUIL� Ill WA8 8TANDINO IN TUR UAY OAlLT." 

rumoured that some of the worst characters in the place 
had been II converted" and were singing hymns and 
praying, either curiosity or anxiety to hear and see for 
themselves caused some to steal in, and the \Vord of God 
spoken in all simplicity and faithfulness did its own work, 
awakening and convicting of sin. Among those who 
manifested songs of soul trouble was a farm labourer, who 
bore the name of being "religious," and so far as outward 
profession goes he was all that. But it needs to be remem­
bered that a profession of religion and possession of Christ 
as a personal Savoiur, do not always go together. Very 
many who have religion lack Christ, and are generally the 
very Jast to be convinced of their need of being born again 
in order to see or enter the kingdom of God (John iii. 3). 
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The first effect or the plain preaching of 1.he Word upon 
this 1nan was, to make him very angry. 1-Ie vowed to his 
wife that he would never enter the tent door again as "that 
sort of preaching did no good," but when the Spirit and 
the \Vord of God get hold on a sinner's conscience and he 

'

1 beco1nes convicted of his sin and stripped of a religious 
profession which has no rea1ity and no Christ, it often 
happens that anger and opposition are most hopeful signs. 
S0111e nu1st be made unhappy before they can get true 
peace, and until self-righteousness, pride, and all that 
props up a false profession arc let go, and the sinner takes 
his true place before God, saying " I am undone " (Isa. 
vi. 5), there is little hqpe of true conversion to God. Have

1 you discovered this in your case, reader ? It is an. all­
important 1natter, and one that in our day of light

'" 

and 
i easy profession is apt to be passed aver. It was "sinners" 

that Christ ca1ne to save (r Tin1 i. 15), it ,vas "sinners" 
for who111 I-Ie died (Rom. v. 8), and it is when one finds out 
that he is a sinner before God, guilty and condemned 
already (John iii. 18), that he can put in his claim and say 
" He loved me and gave I-Iimself for 111e " (Gal. ii. 20). 
It had to come to that point ,vith the farm labourer. 
Carting hay fro111 the fields to the yard, he ,vas brooding 
over the truths he had been hearing, and while returning 
with his empty cart for a load, the words-" I came not to 
call the righteous but sinners " (l\fatt. ix. r3) came vividly 
to mind. Once he would have spurned the name of 
" sinner" and applied it to his non-religious neighbour; 
now searched by the \Vord of God he sa,v himself to be of 
sinners "the chief." And just then, anotl1er great fact 

i came hon1e to him, namely, that " Christ J csus came into 
the world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i 15). " That means 
n1e, just me," he said aloud, and his acceptance of the 

, sinner's name gave him a c1aim to the sinner's Saviour. 
That night he joined the circle of sinners saved by grace 
alone and confessed the Lord Jesus as his Saviour and 
Lord, whom he still follows and daily owns. Reader, have 
you had such a definite experience ns this, not necessarily 

, in detail, but have you discovered yourself to be n 
sinner and as such have you personally accepted and 
confessed Jesus Christ as your Saviour and your Lord? 



How a Religious Man found peace. 

F 
OR thirty years I hnd been a regular hearer Ill a. congn.·va lion

"hose minister "as nn eloquent and a distinguished man. 
Peer· and legislators waited on his ministry, and he had the 

reputation of being one of the most "powerful" preachers of his
lime. I ca noot say that I ever heard him speak plainly and definitely 
on how a sinner can be Si\ved and know it, or in fact denl in simple 
.terms "1th the first pnnciples of the Gospel, which all men and 
women of all ranks need to know. I had been brought in contact 
with a godly race in my early years, who loved to speak in their 
daily life of the present blessings of the Gospel and the peace it 
brings. I had seen the evidences of true Christianity in their 
lives, and alU1ongh worldly things occupied my thoughts and absorb­
ed my attention, I never was whoHy at rest, or satisfied. I knew 
there was something 1 lacked, something that others known to 
me pos c sed, and reJoiced in, and I often longed to be as the} \\Crc. 
Yet somehow l never seemed to be able to get a clear knowledge 
of how these things could be obtained. I listened with the grea tesl 
attention to all the sermons, but there always seemed to be a lack 
of definiteness as to how one could come into the possession of 
these blessings. I was on a holiday in ihc country for a week-end. 
The nearest church was several miles off, and the day was cry 
wet, so contrary to my usual custom I l<ept my room, and picking 
up a book which lay on the table entitled "Grace and Truth," 1 
sat down by the fire and began to rea<l. Before [ had gone far, I 
saw that the writer dealt with the very subject I longed to get light 
on, and in one chapter of his book, " How to be saved," he set forth 
in Rimplicity and clearness God's way of salvation. I saw then
and there, that it wr\s not by examining my experiences, or expecting 
certain lcclin��, bul by �imply and only believing on the Lord 
lesus Christ (Acts xvi. 31) who had "finished" (John xix. 3t) 
be work on my behalf, and to God's enliro satisfaction, that L 

could be un\'ed. I cannot describe the change that wns wrought 
th.nt day jn my religious llfo: it was so grcnt. My thoughts were 
turned awuy from myself and my doings, to Christ, who had dono 
everything for me, ond on account of whoso work my yonco with
God woe mndo (Col. i. 20). ThlR was my con..,ersioa. hnd bten
religiou1 bdoro In orclor to guln enlvutlon : now J im.w il wos not. by 
any work of mine but by the work of Christ that 1 wns to be IQved. 
1 had only t·o relit 011 whnt nnothor b11cl done, And thl1 ls the roatlng 
plaoo 0£ my soul nod U10 sround of my pouco to-do.y. 



A Vital and Personal Matter. 

I T WllS to a learned nnd rdigiou� man, a Hnbb.i of Jcr 
usalc1n, well lau�ht in the Scripture and able to 
in�truct others, thal the LorJ Jc-;us Christ, the Son or 

Go<l, ilr�t told out the nccc��it�, or a new and ltcavcnl
r,birth. in order to "sec" or 1

' enter the kingdom of Go<l ' 
(John iii. 3, 5). The \\'ords in wliich IIc stated this great 
and vital trulli, thi· gTcat necessity \Vhicb is applicable 
alike to all, are so full and clear, that there need he no mic;­
t:iking of their 1ncaning. They arc as recorded in John iii. 3 . 

.

, EPT1- N 

ORHA_GAIN 
CA NO 

To be " born again " is different from being moral, or 
upright, or religious. Nicodemus was all these, and yet he 
lacked Divine life, he was not a child of God, he had not 
seen or entered the spiritual kingdom of God. There are 
many like him in our own day. :\lake personally sure that 
you are right on this vital and personal matter, reader, for 

\ 
a mistake ,dll be fatal for eternity. Do you ask how this 
new birth is wrought, from whence it comes? It i� the 

I 
work of the Spirit of God (John iii. 5) ; it is through the 
\Vord (r Pet. i. 23), and the subject of it is the sinner who 

I 

receives Christ, as we read, '' As 1nany as RECEIVED Hin1, to 
them gave He power to become th� sons of God, even to 
them that RELIEVE on His Name" (John i. 12). These 
and only these are II born of God " (ver. r3). Are you? 
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J'HE tVEL H LADJ/'S Al'f/AKENENG,· 

OA', 11 ;,1/ Y RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE HAS N07 IIING LIKE 

Tl/A 7:"
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The Welsh Lady's Awakening; 
,, OR, :Mv RELJGIOUS EXPERIEYCE IIAS NoTH!NG LJKE THAT." 

IN a p]easant seaport of South Wales, there Jived some 
years ago, a middle-aged lady of private means, who 
spent much of her time and substance in works of 

charily. She was a diligent aq.vocate of total abstinence 
an<l an ardent worker in a11 the schemes connected with her church. In all that made for the moral and spiritual 
,velfare of the working classes she took a lively interest, 
and more than once had addressed public meetings on 
religious subj�cts. .Descended from a farpily of pronounced 
Protestant faith, she stood firm against all Romish and 
Ritualistic innovations in worship, and was no friend of any 
system of "Higher Criticism" ,vhich tended to deprive 
her of any part of that Book which she had been taught to 
receive as the inspired Word of �od, or to weaken the 
force of the ]�ast of its prohibitions or commandments. 
But with all these qualities, �nd a pleasing and graceful 
manner, which gave her favour in the �ircles in which she 
moved, this highly cultured, pro'foundly religious, and 
actively philanthropic lady, lacked one thing-she had not 
been born again. Many may wonder at this, _but they need 
not, for it is quite possible, and far more common than any 
of us care to know, to be all that she was, and even more. 
and vet to be without that which is the first essential to 
a true Christianity, namely, the possession of Divine life 
begotten by the Spirit of God (John iii. 5), through personal 
faith in the Son of God (John i. r2, r4), when He is received 
as the God-sent Saviour of sinners. 

It was through the instrum£-ntality of a niece of this 
lady, that she was brought under the plain and searching 
preaching of the Word of God, which discovered to her 
that she lacked this one thing needful to true Cbrisbanity. 
At the close of a simple evangelistic service, in which the . 
preacher had spoken on the need, the nature,, and the way 
of the new birth, from John, chaptrr _iii., and pointed out 
that Nicodemus, th� Jewish Rabbi, whose midnight visit 
to the Lord Jesus is described in that chapter, ,vas a lea.med, 
a moral, and a religious man, yet be need�d to be born again 
before he could '' see " or " enter the kingdom of God, " 
as they walked together on their way home along the 
quiet moonlit streets. the elder lady broke the silence �y 
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ThtJ ll'tlah Lody'a A wakening, 

saying to he.r niece, 11 That wns a powerful discourse we 
listened to to-night, but I confess that part of it seemed 
very strnnge doctrine to me. If the New Birth is what the 
preacl1er stnted, then my religious experience bas nothing 
like that in it." It was a delicate and difficult malh•r for 
the niec�. who was much younger, to say all that she 
desired, in pressing home upon her respected aunt the full 
force of the truth, but she ventured to modestly say, 
.. \Vell, aunt, il you have any difficulty or doubt about it, 
I am sure l\{r. B- will be very pleased to come along to 
our house to tea to-morrow afternoon and you can have 
a talk with him about it." That arrangement found 
favour and so it was fixed. 

A full hour before the appointed time for tea, the door 
Qell rang, and Amy's aunt walked into the room with a 
beam of brightness on her face, and clasping her niece to 
her bosom sh� said, " I have it now, Amy. I had a great 
struggle after I le{ t you last night. First I was angry at 
the thought that I who had been so well brought up, who 
all my days bad been religious and busy in church work, 
should be classed among those who have not entered the 
kingdom of God. But as I turned up the various passages 
to which we were referred in the address last night, I was 
obliged lo o,vn that I had never personally known any 
such experience as they describe, and then my misery 
became intense. All at once the thought came to me: If 
you have not been born again, why not like Nicodemus 
know that experience now. So I turned to the verses John 
i. 12-14, which say that as many as II received Him " and
those who believe on I-Iis Name are 'born of God, 'and that
they ' have everlasting life'. (John iii. 16). It was all there
clear and simple, yet I had missed it, but I have it no\v,
and oh I I am so thankful that God shewed me what I
lacked." That night's txperience had mighty results in
the after life of that lady. She did not cease her efforts
for the good of others, but they had a new motive po\ver
behind them h�nceforth. She did not do good to get life,
but because she had it as a free gift from God, whose child
she now was, born into His family, with I-Iis love shed
abroad in her heart. Reader, have you experienced the
new birth ? Are you clear that your religion began with
new life, or is it only "clead works" without Christ ?
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What Happened in Eden? 

l\/J AN, ere
.
a tecl in his l\Iakcr's image, placed in the garden

1 \ amid its beaulics and delights, revolted from his 
God and became the willing subject of Satan there. 

The record in the \i\lord of God concerning Man's Fa11:and 
the rcsul t to all his race is stated full and clear-" By one 
n1an sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon all men " (Rom. v. 12). The effects of 
that Fall, and the death and condemnation which followed, 
are to be seen everywhere around us. lvlan may deny it, 
scon1 it, call it II a fall upward," and proudly boast of 
·• The A cent of l\lan " fron1 the lowly guise of an ape, to
a blasphemer of God and a iudge of His \Vord and ways,
but thr awfu] fact, with all its dire consequences, remains.
The groan of creation, the wail of sin-burdened souls, the
tears and sorrows of humanity, the widow's weeds, the
orphan's tears, the graveyard and its ever increasing
multitude of scpultures of high and low, millionaires and
b,·�gars, hoary sires and infants of days, all bear witness to
tl1c solemn, humbling, clistasteful fact, that man is a !alien
being, an alien from his first estate, and a sinner in the sight
of God. This is no mere " article of belief," but an awful
reality, in which you as an individual have a personal
intcrc!>t. \Vhen once you l1avc learned it, you will say
Hke one of ol<l, " Woe is me, for l am undone " (Isa. vi. 4) ;
11 Heliold, I am vile, what shall I answer Thee ; 1 will lay 
my 11ancl upon my mouth" (Job xi. 4). Pride, conceit, 
self-righteousness, must n.11 fuJJ before the solemn, awful 
truth that you are a sinner, an alien from God, part of a 
ruined ruce, and personally one in whom " no good thing" 
dwcllclh (Rom. vii. 24). Reader, have you considered 
thi'i? Do you believe it? Have you considered whnt it 
involve�? U11lc�s you nre redeemed by the dcnlh of 
jc'ius Christ, untl rcgcncrat cl by the power of the Spirit 
or < od, you will rcma.in a sinn r for v r. 
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The Indian Rajah and the Gospel. 

\lTHEN \Villiam Carey and his co-workers went to India
I\ with the Gospe1, they found it hard to get the 

the natives to listen to their message, because of 
iunorance and prejudice. The idol temple and the priests, 
\vith all the fa.lse religions of that great and guilty land, 
then and now, are the chief opponents of the glad tidings 

of a free and present salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Among the educated and higher classes the offence of the 
Gospel is, that it saves those wh i believe and welcome it 
from their sins, and brings them to God from idols to serve 
and honour Him (I Thess. i. 9). An educated and highly 
civilised Indian rajah, whose conscience had been reached 
by the Word of God, which he had heard spoken, called 
one of the missionaries to his palace to have an interview 
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Tia� lndia,i Rajah and /1,e Gospel. 

with him. :Manifestly interested in the doc.trine of the 
Lord, he asked and had answered many questions regarding 
the person and work of Christ, to all of which he seemed to 
give a willing assent. But when the effects of receiving 
the Gospel and confessing Jesus Christ as hi� Lord (Rom. 
x. 9) unto salvation were set before him, he at once showed
hostility to the message, and ordered its bearer from his
presence. If it involved his salvation from his cherished
sins, his separation from his idols, the breaking up of his
zenanas, and such a life as he saw in those who confessed
themselves Christians, he was not prepared for that. And
so his interest in tbe Gospel ceased, and he became an
enemy of those who preached it. Such has ever been and
will be " the offence of the cross" (Gal. v. 11). It saves
sinners from their sins. It turns them to the true God.
It puts an end to a life in the lusts of tl1e flesh, and according ,
to the course of the present world. There is no salvation 
apart from this, no true Christianity where it is discounted. 
The Son of God came to " destroy the works of the devil " 
(1 John iii. 8), and to deliver men from that power of 
darkness in which he holds them (Col. i. 13). His Name is 
caJJed Jesus because He saves His people " FROM their 
sins" (Matt. i. 21). You cannot have the present world, 
with its godless gains, its follies, and its pleasures, and the 
heaven of holiness and God. This ,vas the offence of the 
Gospel to the Indian rajah, and it is to thousands in these 
so-called Christian lands. They want a religion which 
will give them a license to continue in sin, by minimising 
its nature and modifying its punishment, and yet talk of 
God as a Father and Christ as a Saviour. But it is utterly 
vain. It is all a delusion, by means of \\·hich the devil is 
leading thousands to the pit. They attend the theatre 
and the church. They gamble and they pray. They 
live in sin and company with sinners, yet expect to dwell 
with saints and holy angels after earthly life is past. The. 
solemn words of God can never be blotted out from His 
Book, " Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for what­
soever a man soweth, TH.AT shall he also reap " (Gal. vi. 
7). Reader, if you would be saved, come as a sinner to 
Christ, and you will be " loosed from your sins in His own 
blood" (Rev. i. 5) ; but if you continue in sin and love it, 
no matter- ,vhat ycur creed, you \\-ill perish eternally. 



"If I had the Right Kind of Faith." 

W
HEN I was awakened to see my lost condition and my need of 

a Saviour, a Christian friend spoke to me of the person and
work of Chris�, as set forth in the fifty-third chapter of

Isaiah, especially setting before me the beautiful wo,rds of verse 5,

" He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with
His stripes we are healed." I saw in that Scripture the fact of the
death of Christ for me, and that in virtue of His finished ,vork on
the Cross believing sinners are saved. But the difficulty I had was,
had I the right kind of faith. I bad heard distinctions drawn 
between " saving faith" and other evidently less valuable, and I

was perplexed to know whether the faith I bad was of the "saving" 
kind or otherwise. Although I did not know it, I was making a
merit of my faith, just as some do of their works, and others of
their experiences. Sometimes when I got my attention fixed on 
the work of Christ for me, finished on the Cross and accepted by 
God in heaven, I had a measure of peace; but no sooner did I begin
to analyze my faith and occupy myself with it, than I got again
in darkness and doubt. This went on for months; then I began to
think my case was peculiar, and that I would never emerge into
the light and liberty others enjoyed. I beard an address on a
Sunday evening in the open air, from the words, "They looked
unto Him and were lightened" (J:>sa. x.xxiv. 5), which God used to
bring me out of the darkness of seli-occupatioo, into the light of
looking unto Jesus. The speaker said-" It is not faith, but its
Object that saves. Do not occupy yourselves with your faith, but
with Christ. If you see Him, and are satisfied with Him, you have
the right faith. The bitten Israelite did not examine his eyes or
occupy himself with them, he simply used them in looking away to
the serpent on the pole, and he that looked lived." I saw my
mistake that hour, and by the grace of God I looked away from self,
sinful and righteous, to Christ, and the result was salvation and
peace. And now as a sinner saved by grace and on the way to

glory I run the race "looking unto Jesus" (Heb. xii. 2). 

The Life Look. 

"Look unto ME, and be ye saved I" 
Look !rom your doubts and fears ;

Look from your sins of crimson dye, 
Look !rom your prayers and tears.
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A Free Gift: a Present Possession. 

E
TERNAL life is the free gift of God. It cannot be bought 

with money. It may not be earned by merit. It is 
not obtained through religion. It comes direct from 

God in heaven. Ile is the giver of it, and He tells us it is 
a free gift-free to 
all mankind \vithout 
restriction. It is ''in 
Christ Jesus." Not 
in the church, not in 
ordinances, not in 
ceremonies, but only 
in Christ. Whoever 
has Christ has life, 
as we read, "He that 
ha th the Son ha th 
life" (r John v. 12).
This makes the whole 
matter at once simple 
and sure. " God so 
loved the world that 
He gave His only 

begotten Son " (John iii. 16). The gift has been already 
given, and "Christ Jesus came into the \vorld to save 
sinners " (1 Tim. i. 15). His advent as Saviour of the lost 
is past. He bas been here. And the work He came to do 
is accomplished. "vVhile we were yet sinners Christ died 
for us " (Rom. v. 8), died to bring us life, to procure for us 
salvation. No,v rle who died is risen. He has gone back 
to heaven to bestow, to give away the " free gift of God " 
to those who want it. There is a free invitation to all to

take it. " Whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely" (Rev. xxii. 17). Saine who know their need accept 
the invitation. They receive the Son of God (John i. 12),
and in Him they get eternal life. They have 1t no,v as a 
present possession. They know· it because God has said it 
in His Word (1 John v. 13), and their experience confirms 
}-lis testimony. The new life is manifest in them ; they 
wa]k in '' newness of life" (Rom. vi. 4). Reader, is this 
life yours? Can you say_ that you have received it, and 
now possess and enjoy it ? If not, you may, for God has
put this free gift within your reach to-day. 



?'HE A YI< HIRE FAl<J�EI?,· 

OR, "�,or A 1VETV RELIGJO,V, BUT CHRIST." 

"WRJTUiG TO TDHJR SO,V JN QUBB1\'SLd1\'D." 
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The Ayrshire Farmer; 
On, ,, Nor A NEw RELIGION, our Cu1usT." 

AN aged couple whose only son had emigrated to theAustralian colonies, and who had been successful asa farn1er there, was in the habit of writing a monthly
letter to his parents who resided in their little farm in a 
sunny vale of Ayrshire, 

Always eager to hear the po?tman's whistle on the first 
l\Ionday of the month, the hale and hearty mother-who 
bore her threescore and six years well-would hasten to 
'the gate excJaiming, " y OU bring me good news from a far 
country, and as the Bible says, it is as ' cold water to a 
thirsty soul.' I'll be telling you to-morrow what's the 
news from Queensland." Being so long on the road and 
knowing the emigrant from his boyhood, the aged postman 
had a real interest in his welfare, and was always glad to 
hear the latest news of his life jn the distant land. The 
state of the crops, the prices of grain, the prospects of the 
season and such like, generally occupied a good part of his 
letters, and they frequently ended with a warm invitation 
to his father and mother to come out and spend the even­
ing of life happily, under his roof. But the letter of that 
particular Monday forenoon, had little to say on either of 
these matters except the last. A matter of more than 
ordinary interest was related in detail in its six closely­
written pages. What do you think it was? Just this: 
that out in the wilds of Queensland, which some of the 
old folks' neighbours had characterised as" a God-forgotten 
land," Charlie, the only son, had met God and been saved 
by His Almighty grace and power there. The whole story 
of his awakening by the Spirit of God, his conviction of 
sin by means of the Word which he had heard faithfully 
spoken, and his passing from death to life through the words 
of John v. 24, received by faith, which led him to cast 
himself as a sinner upon Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as 
Lifegiver and Redeemer, was all simply and lovingly told, 
with the record of the wondrous change which had come 
upon his life since the day of his conversion. The first 
effect of the news upon the aged couple was, to make them 
shed tears, for although they made no greater profession 
of Christiaruty than being members of the Church, like 
most of their neighbours, they were glad enough to know 
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that lhefr son wns" doing well 1 " as they called it. Accord­
ing to the usual custom, the aged father sat down on the 
following 111ursday evening to write for the AustraJian 
n1ail, and the mother dictated her part of the letter as she 
sat knitting her stocking by the fireside. All ,vent on well, 
until before c1osing, the farmer thought he would require to 
make some reference to the story of their son's conversion, 
which he did by remarking that they were astonisherl to 
hear he had found " a new religion in the Queensland 
bush." When the letter was read over to the mother for 
her appr6val before closing it, she took exception to that 
part of it, saying " Charlie does not say he has got a new 
religion at all, he says he has got Christ." "You are very 
literal, :Mrs .. but it comes to the same thing," said the 
father rather abruptly, for he had no thought of rewriting 
a whole page, for a difference so trivial as that. So the 
letter passed across the seas, and in due time reached the 
Queensland Christian farmer, who had been praying 
earnestly for the salvation of his honoured parents, and 
had twice written in the interval lovingly bringing before 
them the Gospel in its simplicity, at the same time com­
municating with a former con1panion in Scotland whom 
he knew to be an earnest Christian, asking him to call upon 
his parents and bring eternal things before them. On the 
occasion of his visit, the mother brought Charlie's letter 
from a drawer and m<"ntioned what her husband had written 
in reply about his "new religion.'' "That's just exactly 
what I was going to point out," said the visitor, " the differ­
ence between Religion and Christ We all have religion in 
these parts. I had it myself twenty years before I had 
Christ, but I can assure you there is a]] the difference in 
the world between the two. You may have religion and 
die in your sins, but when you receive Christ. He saves you 
from thf'm. It was some time before the aged couple were 
brought to see that their re!igion would not admit them to 
heaven or atone for their sins. In the Lord's 1nercy, 
their eyes were opened to i;ee their need, and as lost and 
helpless sinners they came to Christ and I1e received them 
Qohn vi. 37) and gave them rest (Matt. xi 17). Tt is an 
all•important d.Jscovery, when one learns that nothing he 
has done o·r can do, wil1 save or help to save his soul, and 
that Christ alnne is the sinner's Sa,iour. 



Is there Probation after Death? 

T
HERE is not a trace of such a doctrine in the Bible. 

The " accepted time " of God's grace to sinners, the 
11 day of salvation," as proclaimed to men in the 

Gospel, is II NOW" (2 Cor. vi. z). The moment of death 
seYers the soul from the body; then the unity of man's 
being is broken up. His body returns to dust, his spirit 
to God who gave it (Eccl. xii. 7). There is no Gospel, no 
call to repentance, no working of the Spirit of God, who 
alone convicts, regenerates, and converts the soul, in the 
world beyond the present. All that God has tqld us of it, 
forbids the thought of probation, or salvation after death. 

The SAVED are " with Christ " (Phil. i. 23), " at borne 
with the Lord" (2 Cor. v. 8, R.v.). They do not need 
salvation there. They received it here, as brought to 
them by grace (Titus ii. II). They enjoyed it as a personal 
possession (Isa. xii. z) ; they rejoiced in it and testified of 
it to others (Psa. xx. 3) while here below. Their title to 
enter heaYen has been found in the blood of the Lamb; 
their meetness (Col. i. I2) for the companionship of God, of 
angels, and of saints, was the new birth of the the Spirit 
(John iii. 3), the Christ life they received (John vi. 47) and 
possessed on earth. " No probation after death " is needed 
by the saved of the Lord to fit them for, or give them title 
to the place prepared for the saints of God. 

Those who die in sin and unbelief, without Christ, pass 
from earth to hades (Luke xvi. 23), in which, as disembodied 
spirits, they are reserved (z Pet. ii. 9), in hopeless remorse 
and conscious misery, until the resurrection of the unjust 
(Acts xxiv. 15). Then at the call of the Son of �Ian the 
grave shall yield 1 p their bodies (John v. 27, 28), and hades 
their souls (Rev. xx. 13), and thus reunited, "the dead " 
are judged ar.d sentenced to their final and eternal doom. 
There is no probation, no further offer of the Gospel, no 
reserve of m�rcy for sinners in " the lake of fire." Reader. 
if you would be saved, NOW is your opportunity. 
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The Corporal's Conversion. 
OR, "J DISCOVERED THAT 1 WAS ALL WRONG l\1YSI!LJ'," 

CORPORAL Rov is a bright Christian soldier, respected by 
all who know him. Jie was converted in Edin burgh 
in the early '' eighties," while his Tegiment was in the 

Castle Barracks there. And this was how it happened. 

801D1£ll8' PAJlADE ON EDJNUUROll CASTLE TEllltACE. 

Roy, who was an intellectual and moral young fellow, 
and prided himself on his efficiency and good conduct, 
was walking along the High Street on a Sunday evening, 
when he heard the sound of singing. Always fond of music. 
he advanced in the direction from which it came, and found 
a circle of evangelistic workers having an open-air meeting 
previous to going inside for their evening service. As Roy 
stood on the fringe of the crowd, a private of his regiment 
came a]ong, and by his gait Roy saw that he had drink, 
and was in danger uf being led into bad company where he 
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T!,a Corporal's Conversion. 

. likcly would get more. Going up to him, Roy laid his hand 
genUy on his shoulder, and asked if he would accompany 

' 
him to the meeting, which the leader of the evangelistic 
workers had just intimated to begin in a hall near, in a few 
minutes. The soldier consented, and the two ,vere fur­
nished with a seat right in front of the preacher's desk. 
I do not know what the subject of his discourse was, but 
before it was half finished, tears began to course do,vn the 

• cheeks of the soldier who had been in bad company, and
deep conviction of his sin laid hold upon his conscience
through the \Vord spoken. By the time the service was
ended he was sober, and when one of the workers sat down
by his side to speak a personal ,vord, and direct him to the
Saviour, he was very rnuch in the condition of the man who
said" Sirs, what must I do to be saved" (Acts xvi. 30). Roy,
who had been the means of bringing him there, did not
like to rise and leave him ,vhen the service was over, but he
felt 1nanifestly uneasy as his convicted and now soul­
anxious comrade was being pointed to Christ.

An aged man, ,vho watched the corporal's embarass­
ment, quietly engaged him in conversation, in the course
of which it came out that he was not-as most of the
workers had supposed-a Christian, who had brought a
comrade to hear the Gospel ,vhich he himself believed unto
salvation, but was " doing the best he could " to obtain
sa.Jvation in virtue of his " good life. " For a full
half-hour these two soldiers, so unlike each other in many
ways, yet the same in this, that they were both sinners
before God, and as such \vith " no difference " (Rom. iii. 23),
in their state, had the way of life through Christ's death

, set before them by those ,vho had experimentally lmo\vn it 
themselves, and both received and confessed Christ as their 
Saviour (John i. 12) then and there. I had opportunities' 
of meeting with them often during their stay in Edinburgh, 
and their after lives gave ample evidence that they ,vere 
true disciples of the Lord, from that night on which they 
were converted. • Roy, in relating his conversion, used to 
say, " I wanted to see Jack, n1y comrade, made right, 
b'Jt I discovered under the preaching of the °"'ord that I 
was all wrong 1nyself." Pos�ibly you need to discover this 
aJso, reader, Ior there are those who are moral yet not "in 
Christ ,' 1 and reHgious but not regenerated. 



What about To-morrow ? 

A
T the close of an evangelistic meeting in a public hall in Glasgow,

I sp0ke to a young mechanic who had remained among others
for personal conversation on eternal things. I found he had

been deeply convicted of sin through the preaching of a city
missionary, and was in real anxiety of soul. His chief difficulty
seemed to be that he would not be able to live among his fellow­
workmeu as he conceived a Chris·6an should, having once before
made a profession of reformation, and I believe become a church
member, but had lapsed again into his former manner of life, which, 
although not immoral or outwardly such as men would condemn,
he felt to be far from what a true Christian's ought to be. The
enemy, who had led him to build on a foundation of sand in his
former experience, was now frightening him with the thought that
suppose he were now saved, he would just repeat the same break­
down as before. " I see well enough that it is by .trusting alone
in Jesus Christ that I am to be saved, and I do believe on Him,
and not in anything I can do for myself, but what about to-morrow?
When I go into the workshop among my fellow-workers, the talk
will be about football, betting, theat-res, and public houses, and I
fear I may not be able to resist the temptation to join in it as I did
before ? ' " Never mind to-morrow at _.Present. Settle this first­
Do you as a sinner receive and confess Jesus Christ as your Saviour
and Lord, as Romans x. 9, tells you to do? And can you truly
and honestly say-' Behold God is my salvation, I will trust and
not be afraid' (Isa. xii. 2) ?" Pausing a moment, thoughtfully p.e
said, " Yes, I can say I confess and trust the Lord Jesus Christ as
my own Saviour." "Then you need not fear to-morrow, for He
who saves will keep, and the new life, with the indwelling Spirit of
God, which all who believe on Christ receive, gives power to resist
temptation and overcome evil habits and ways." I found him 
there the following night peaceful and happy, and his testimony 
was, " In the work to-day I was conscious of Christ with me, and a 
new power in me all the time, and I had no desire to join in the
ungodliness which I feared might overcome me." He goes on his 
way rejoicing, and the Lord keeps him. Yes, Christ saves, not 
only from the penalty of sin, but from its power and practice. 

He Is Mighty to Save. 

Now in 1.he �lory, Ho lives to iropart, 
Life everlasting, and joy to tho heart, 
Saved by His grace, every foe wo shall brave,
Trusting in Jesus-He's'' mighty to save." 
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A True Indictment. 

T
HE holy God, who sees and knows the hidden Jives of 

men, who watches from his lofty heaven their deeds 
1nd hears their words, has declared that " All have 

sinned '' {Rom. iii. 23), and their sin has been against the 
throne .of God. It 
is popular in our 
day to make sin 
and its tbrea tened 
punishment a scof­
fer's jest, but God 
has said, " Though 
hand join in hand, 
the ,vicked shall 
not be unpunished" 
(Prov. xi. 21). His 
long-suffering may 
delay the execution 
of the sentence, for 
He is not " willing 
that any should 
perish, but that all 

should come to repentance " (2 Pet. iii. 9), but the day of 
the sinner's doom will come, as sure as God has said it. To 
the individual soul the Lord's indictm�nt is full and clear: 

• it is lhis, " Behold, ye have sinned against the Lord, and
be sure your sin will find you out " (Num. xxxii. 23). Do

1 not prop up your guilty soul with the false and futile hope 
. that God will not do what He has said, or that mercy \vill 

in some way intervene and avert the stroke of judgment. 
It assuredly will not. The mercy of God has already been 

, manifested towards sinners in providing for tl1em a Saviour. 
His compassion and love has been displayed in the gift of 
His only begotten Son (John iii. 16), and the greatest 
triumph o( Almighty grace is proclai1ned in the Gospel 
which is now being spread abroad among all mankind 
(�lark xvi. 15). To all who receive the message, God gives 

' " the forgiveness of sins 11 (Acts xiii. 38, 39). To the 
believing sinner He says, " I hn.ve blotted out ns a thick 
clouc.l thy transgressions, and ns a cloud thy sins ,, (Isn. 
xliv. 22). 171is is mercy indeed I But it is limited to the
present. It is "in Christ Jesus." To nil who receive
and confess Him, it is a present possession.
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The Factory Worker's Request :

OR, "\VE DO NOT SELL-, BUT WE GLADLY GIVE." 

'\� \,,oo,v who en.med her o,vn and her children's bread
1 by working in a factory, had a sick and delicate 

daughter. In the days of hl•r health she delighted 
as a girl to gather primroses in the meadows and bring them 
bon1e to cheer her hard-working mother. Now· she was 
unable, and as the Spring sun shone in for a brief hour at 
her Sh.')'light window, she sighed for a flower to gladden 
her humble room. The mother had an opportunity of 
earning a few extra pence that week, and thinking to give 
her daughter a joyful surprise, she knocked at the door of 
a house, believing it to be a market gardener's, and asked 
if they could sell her a flower for her sick child. The lady 
of the house sa.id she had mistaken the place, pleasantly 
remarking, " \Ve do not sell our flowers, but we ,vill gladly 
give you one," taking her scissors from her side and cutting 
a beautiful flower, \vhich she handed to the woman, who 
stood with her hard-earned coppers in her hand ready to 
pay for it. All she could do was to say repeatedly, ''Thank 
you " and hasten away with the lady's gift and an over­
flowing heart. It was not a good bargain, it was a free 
gift. She had only to receive it, and thank the giver. 

" You can never buy the gift of God. You must receive 
eternal life as a free gift or want it for ever." The words 
rang out loud and clear through the Agricultural Hall, 
London, where an honoured preacher of the Gospel was 
declaring God's message to thousands of all ranks and 
classes who listened. " That has been the mistake of my 
life," said a city merchant, who was in that vast con­
gregation, " I have been trying to buy what God has given 
as a free gift." -And that hour the \vise and wealthy man 
took his place as a receiver and honoured God as the 
bountiful Giver of eternal life. Was he !ess philanthropic, 
less liberal after that night than before? No, but he gave 
from a new motive---not la,v, but love; not in order to 
gain God's favour or to merit His mercy, but because He 
had known God as a Giver and had received His Son ,vith 

the free gift of eternal life," which the \\Tard says is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23, R.V.). And the 



Tho Factory J.Vorker' s Request: 

record is " He that hath the Son HATH life'' (1 John v. 
12, R.v.). Reader, can you say that you have received it ? 

l\Iore than eighteen centuries ago a vast assembly of the 
citizens of Antioch, in Pisidia, came together to hear the 
Word of God. The J e,vish part of the assemblage opposed 
and contradicted what Paul and Barnabas proclaimed, to 
which the preachers made reply in the following strong 
and striking words-" It was necessary that the \Vord of 
God should first be spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it 
from you and judge yourselves UNWORTHY OF ETERNAL 
LIFE, lo we turn to the Gentiles" (Acts xiv. 46, R.v.). 

Here ,ve find a people thrusting the gift of God fiom 
them, refusing to accept His free gilt, and choosing death 
rather than life. Of all such, the Wo!'d of God declares, 
"He that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on Him" (John iii. 36). 

The ,vidow sought to earn, in order that she might buy 
the flower for her sick child. The city me�chant sought to 
give, in order that he might gain eternal life by his deeds of 
charity, but both became convinced that what they could 
not buy, they might receive as a free gift. The widow 
carried her flower home with a thankful heart ; the city 
merchant received Christ as the gift of God to sinners 
(John iii. 16), and in Him he possessed eternal life (Rom. 
vi. 23), giving thanks to God for His unspeakable ,gift (2
Cor. ix. 15), confessing bis joyful acceptance of it and
showing His gratitude in a life of loving service to the
Giver. The envious Jews, who could not bear to see the
gift of God held forth in grace to others, " thrust away "
the hand that brought them the gift, and judging themselves
" unworthy of eternal life " went on to death and judg­
ment. Reader, in whlch of these re]ations do you stand
this day to God and His free gift of life eternal in Christ?
Are you end{"a vouring to gain it by works of med t and
religious e fforts ? It cannot be earned by tliese. You
must empty your hanrls of all and siinply receive it ? Are
you willing, like the city merchant, to own your mistake,
take your p1ace as a sinner before God, an<l as such claim
His free gift of life eternal? To-day it is within your
reach. To-morrow you may be where no such gift is known.
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He Saves them that Believe. 

I
F GOll had said in His \Vord that all who " do the best 

they can 11 \\/ill be saved, then the thing for all of us 
wa to do our very best to comply with His terms. 

If God had stated that all \vho " seek it earnestly" would 
be rewarded by His great salvation being given to every 
diligent and earnest seeker, then by all means let all pro­
ceed on these lines to obtain their salvation. But God 
ha. not told us to expect His salvation to become a personal 
po session and enjoyment by either of these ways. He 
has very definitely and clearly stated the class of persons 
for whom the . nxiour came, and with equal clearness the 
way in which He saves them. Concerning the former, it 
is \nitten. "This is a faithful saying. and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
SINNERS" (r Tim. i. 15)-not saints, not good people, not 
the worthy, but SIN�ERS. This is plain enough. Does it 
meet your case? Can you, do you include yourself in this 
class and say-" That means me?" Then the way in 
which He saves them is stated thus-" It pleased God to 
save them that believe " (r Cor. i. 21)-not them that 
work, or seek, or wait, but "them that nELIEVE.'' So we 
know the class and we know the wav. If I am a sinner, 
then I am one of that class whom Jesus came to save. I 
can truly say,'' He is MY Saviour, He came to save �tE." And 
as a sinner believing on Him, that is trusting in Hin1 alone 
for my salvation, I can say with all others who thus believe 
-" \Vho HATH saved us " (2 Tim. i. 9). That is a11 simple 
and dear, is it n0t ? There is no need for uncertainty 
about it when God has so spoken. The only open 'lucstion 
is, Will you take your pJace before God as a sinner, believing 
on His Son. and become a partaker and a possessor of His 
great and glodous salva1ion now? 
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A Canadian Farmer's Choice. 
OR, fl TIIAT

1

S TllE 1--IEAVENi I HAVE WR0UGIIT Fon." 

V lSITJNG among the scattered homesteads in Western 
anada with the Gospel message, a servant of Christ 

found a ready welcome among n1any of the settlers 
who had come fron1 various countries to seek a home on 
the \'ast plains of Saskatche\-van. Some of them had 
tender memories of ti1nes and scenes in II the old country " 
when they received and read the same glad Gospel message 
in their earlier years, and heard it from the lips of godly 

LAND l'ROSl 1 EOTI.SO J:X WCSTt:n� OA�ADl. 

nv pnmil•ion o/ the C<111(1(licrn Grana Trunk Railway 1.,·o.

parents long gone to their rest with Christ in heaven. 
But all were not so accessible or willing to listen or to receive 
that which reminded them of a world beyond the present, 
for those who are set upon making the world their God do 
not like lo be reminded that it may elude their grasp at 
any hour and leave them empty and poor at the gate of a 
forgotten and unknown eternity, to which time bears them 
on. 

A farmer, whose fine homestead indicated comfort and 
ucccss, when nskcd to come and hear the Gospel which 

wns to be preached al n place not for distnnt on the follow-
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Tiu, Ca11adia11 Farmer's Choice. 

ing Sunday afternoon, endeavoured to show his skill in 
the presence of three of his neighbours by asking " what 
good it would do " him, to " hear things like tba t." '' It 
will tell you how to be saved and be ready to meet God, and 
how sinners are made fit to dwell in heaven when life on 
earth is past." \Vith a shrug of the shoulders and a 
cynical sneer, he pointed in the direction of his fine home­
stead and barns, with wheat .fields all around, and said, 
"That is the. heaven I have wrought for. When I came 
here twelve years ago it was like a wilderness. Look �t it 
now, and say if I have not made a good choice." It was 
little use prolonging a discussion with one who manifestly 
wanted to shew off his powers of argument in the hearing 
of his neighbour farmers, so the Lord's servant simply 
remarked, "You will have to leave your heaven some 
day, it may be sooner than you think, and you will find 
out your mistake then. The Lord once told a farmer 
who had full barns, that he was a' fool/ because he neglected 
to make any provision for the eternal world." \Vith a 
wave of the hand he was off, and possibly soon forgot all 
that he had heard and said. But God had given him his 
last reminder, and his final warning. \Vhile busy on his 
farm a short time after, he was caught in the wheels of a 
machine and killed in a moment. Poor fellow! his" heaven" 
on the prairie would look small enough as he entered the 
world beyond, and found out for the first time what he 
had missed in neglecting God's salvation and despising His 
Gospel. There are many like him, although they may not 
al] say so in as many words. To go on from day to day 
gaining the world, forgetting God and neglecting your 
soul, is the greatest folly, and will ultimately prove the 
most awful loss one can make. For God asks you this 
question, reader, and leaves you to find an answer if you 
can, " What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul ?" (Mark viii. 36). 

My Only Title to Heaven. 

It is not wl;lat I am or wbat I do 
That gives me entrance to that holy place, 

The blood of Jesus is my title true, 
My only cltlim, a sinner saved by grace ; 

On this finn ground of grace I stand alone, 
As soon in glory I shall stand before the fhrone. 
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11 Right in th em selves but Wrong for Salvation. '' 

11 TrtE� I was a young man I was taught that it was my duty
VV as a professing Christian and a member of the Church to 

read the Bible, and say a prayer every night before retiring 
to rest, and to be regular in my attendance on the means of grace, 
and especially on the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. If it was 
not said it was certainly implied. that by giving attention to these 
things, our salvation was to be attained in some not very clearly 
defined way. It was a great shock to many of us, when the late 
Mr. Reginald Radcliffe, a Liverpool lawyer, who had given him­
self to preaching tbe Gospel, came to our city of Aberdeen and 
said that " prayer, the reacting of the Bible, and ordinances, while 
right and rlesirable in themselves, and as exercises for Christians, 
are positive hindrances if trusted in as a means of earning salva­
tion." Some said that such preaching was " heresy " and ought 
not to be listened to, but I for one felt it was true. I bad earnestly 
and sincerely sought salvation by such means for years, but was no 
nearer the possession or assurance of it than at the beginning. 
Bat it did not end there. The Lord's messenger did not only 
she,v us that salvation was not to be earned through giving attention 
to religious duties, but he made it plain and simple from the Word 
of God, that sinners are saved in virtuo of tho finished work of 
Christ alone, that work which He .finished at the Cross of Calvary 
(John xix. 30). There is no need to "do" anything, because 
all bas been already DONE-finished and completed to God's entire 
satisfaction. The sinner has simply and only to rely upon that 
finished work, for there hls peace with God was made (Col. i. 20). 
And whenever a soul docs rest there, satisfied with what bas satisfied 
God. it bas peace (Rom. v. I). There were others besides me who 
at t.bat time learned their life mistake and " cast their deadly 
doings down," accepting God's salvation by grace alone, through 
faith, " not of works, lest nny man should boast" (Eph. ii. 9). 
We did not cease to pray, or read tho Bible-in fact, we were far 
m :lre earne:it in both than before--but it was not to cnT life, but 
because we hnd it. There is all tho difference in the world between 
working and praying in order to obtain salvation, and enjoying 
both becnuse you know that you are sa.ved by grace alone. 

Tia not wooplng, 'tll not prnylng. 
'Tl• not dolq lllVOI tho l'Oul, 

Chrtat alone 1·an envo loat alooors, 
IIo afooo con m11ke thom wholo. 

30 



A Question that I Could not Answer. 

I T wns in a quaint old fann hou,c in a W stmorJ,,nd 
vnllcy that 1 had my fi.r�t serious thought on eternal 
thin�s, and my intc1cst was reawakened jn them by a 

tract which I received while at work in a field by the way-
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side. A grocer's van passed that 
way, and the driver gave me a 
tract as I stood at the gate with 
my horses. It was an unusual 
thing to get tracts in that region, 
and I wondered when the van­
man handed that one to me. It 
had a question and a verse of 
poetry on it which arrested my 
attention at once, and although 
I sought to forget these words 
they kept ringing through my 
mind all that night and many 
nights after. The question was. 
ETERNITY-vVRERE? I remem­

bered that my mother taught us as children that Eternity 
was without an end, and that we all must spend it either 
in heaven with God and Christ, or in the outer darkness of 
hell with the lost. The impressions of these early years 
had long been erased from my 1nemory, and the �ins and 
follies of the world had occupied my thoughts for many 
years. Now the great fact that I must live for ever, and 
spend that Eternity in glory or in woe, came back to me 
with power, and I could not rid myself of the thought. I 
had no one to speak to about such things on the f ann, so 
on the Sunday afternoon I set off to the town where I had 
heard there were open air meetings held in the umn1er 
months. As I entered I saw a crowd on the street, and 
going up found it was an open air service. The speaker's 
subject was Isaiah liii. 6-1

' All we like sheep ha ,·e gone 
astray, we have turned every one to his own way, and the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." As the 
preacher b�de us, I went in at the first all and came out at 
the last. I owned myself a wandering sinner, and claimed 
as mine the God-sent Saviour. Twenty-four years of 
Christian life have made Him more precious to me, and I 
commend Him to you as the very One you need. 
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How Two Lawyers were Converted. 

I N the days when Deisn1 was supp0se<l to have triumphed 
among the learned classes in England, two of thegreatest advocates of Rationalism were the eminent

legal authorities, Lord Lyttleton and Gilbert West. These 
t\vo brilliant lawyers were put forward as champions of 
the Rationalic;ts to deny everything supernatural in the 
Bible, and crush those who claimed it as the Word of God. 
They met one day in Lord Lyttleton's private room to dis­
cuss their plans and to arrange for a combined attack on 
the l\Iiracles of the Bible. West, declared that tbey would 
never be able to maintain their position until they disposed 
of the Resurrection of Christ and proved it to be a legend. 
Lo1d Lyttleton had discovered that the greatest hindrance 
to their doctrine was the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. as 
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, which he declared 
must be shown to be" a myth." They agi-eed to each write 
a book, \Vest to prove that Christ did not rise from the 
dead, and Lyttleton that Saul of Tarsus was not converted 
a.c; is recorded in Acts. So they both began their combined 
attack on tl1e Bible doctrine of Christ's Resurrection and 
SauJ's remarkable arrest and conversion by the power of 
Christ in glory. Being eminent lawyers, they arranged at 
their final interview, before co1nmencing to w1ite, that 
they would "require to study the evidences" advanced 
in tl1e Bible for these two facts of history, Chri�t's Resurrec­
tion and Saul's. miraculous conversion. This necessitated 
that both should read the Bible carefully, which hitherto 
neither of them had done, according to their own admission. 
At another conference some time after, vVest admitted to 
Lyttleton that his study of the Bible had somewhat" shaken 
his position '' in denying the Resurrection, and Lyttleton 
said that he had been surprised to find that there must be 
" something in the conversion of Saul " after all. After 
some months they met again, and when vVest was asked 
if he had finished his book he said-" Yes, but it is not 
what is expected. As I studied the evidence fc,r Christ's 
resurrection, and weighed it according to the acknowledged 
Jaws of evjdence, I became convinced that He rea1ly rose 
from the dead as the Bible records it, and my book i� a 
confession of my belief of it." And Lord Lyttleton said­
,, I also have become convinced that Saul of Tarsus was 
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How Two Lawycys w�rc Converted. 

converted ac, is stated in the Acts, and that the Christianity 
of the Bible is real." These two books were issued then, 
and n1ay be found in n1any Libraries to-day. The great 
Rock foundations of the Gospel can bear to be thoroughly 
tested by the skill of the ablest of men. They are absol­
ute1y indestructible, and have stood all tests which have 
been honestly applied to them. It is ,.vith the utmost 
confidence that we ask the reader to take the Book of 
God and examine " the evidences " of the following four 
elementary truths of the Gospel. First, that you are a 
sinner (Rom. iii. 10-32) ; second, that Christ has con1e as 
your Saviour (John iii. 14; 1 Tim. i. 15) ; third, that there 
is salvation for you now proclaimed in the Gospel (Acts 
xxviii. 28 ; Eph. i. 13) ; and fourth, that you 1nay have it
and know you have it, through faith in Christ, to-day
(Eph. ii. 8 ; 2 Tim. i. 9). Do not be misled by the empty
talk of men who oppose what they know nothing of, and
declaim against a Saviour and a Book, of which they are
ignorant. Take the Word of God and examine it honestly
for yourself, and make personal appropriation of its glad
tidings for your own salvation. This is what you are
responsible before God to do.

The Sinner's Hiding.place. 

llnil, ao,·erehrn love I which nrst bl:'�o.n 
The scheme to rucne fnllcu mun I 
Hail, n111tchle11s, rref', eternal 1Crnce, 
W hlch gnvo my soul n lllclin�•plnce I 
A-.?ninst the Oorl who built the sky, 
f fou12hL wilh hnnds uplifted hii?h; 
Deaph1ed the mentior of lli" i:rnce, 
Too proud to seek n. lilrli111.!'-place. 
nut ll111e tho ctcrn!ll oounee-1 mn, 
"A lrnii:hty love, !lrrt>11t thn.t 111:in ••; 
I ft>IL the nrrow11 of r1islrt>811, 
A11d found I had 110 lllrlln� pince. 
Jndif!nnnl Justice sloorl In ,•l�w, 
To Sl11al'11 nery 11101111t I llt1w; 
llut J 1111tice cried with frow11ir11r filol', 
"Thh1 mountain 111 no 111<1111" plaoe." 
Of Ohrl11t tha Oo11pol thf'II rlld 1@11 
011 whoi11 th.s 11ln11er's J111lll'mr11L fall j 
lie horo 1t, for a 11lnf11I ra1•1"1, 
And U1111t he1CJ111lt1 my II h.ll11ir-ploue, 
Rho11l1l ■e,•eofohl stor1111 of I hll11der rnll, 
Awl 1h11ku �hi■ alohu frou\ 11oltt tn 1•nle! 
Nti Jt1tl1,11111'111� t•ln111I •hall 1 111111L 111y flll'I,
Jror J111111l11111 llhlllll(•)llaoa. 



The Boundless Grace of God. 

T
HE grace of God which 1nel lhc persecuting . ·aul of 

Tarsus on the way to Damascus and saved him, is 
the grace that saves sinners still. I-ie says when 

telling of its action towa.r<l himself on that memorable day, 
it II was exceeding abw1dant " (1 Tim. i 14). And when 
he writes of it to some in the city of Ephesus who had 
been idol worshippers and Gentile sinners, he finds the root 
cause of their salvation in the glowing words, "But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He 
loved us eveQ when we were dead in sins, ha th quickened 
us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved) " (Eph. 
ii. 4-5) The salvation of a sinner is of God's boundless
grace, His free favour which was neither merited nor
deserved. o sinner ever was saved, or can be, by merit
of his own. Salvation is by the grace of God alone. re
you prepared to receive your salvation on such conditions?
'' The grace of God that bringeth salvation " (Tit. ii. 12)
has placed it as a free gift within your reach. You have
only to receive it and thank the Giver. \Vould you be
justified from your sins ? Then the word is, " Being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that
1s in Christ Jesus " (H.om. iii. 24). You can never be 
justified before God by works of yours. It must be by 
sovereign grace alone Do you want to have a share in 
your own salvation, to do s01nething to earn it, or make 
yourself worthy of it? Then it would be no longer a free 
gift but a payment. 11 To him thal worketh, is the reward 
not reckoned of grace, but of debt '' ( Rom. iv. 4). If you 
work for it, God would be paying a just debt if He gave 
Jt to you. But the Word says, '' By grace arc ye saved 
through faith and not of yourselves, it is the gifl of Go<l." 
Not of works, lest nny mo.n should boast " (Eph. ii. 8-9). 
So you e God's salvo.tion cannot ho ea.rnod or 1ucrilcd. 
You mu·t receive it as the frl'� gift of Gotl. 



The Suicide's aoast. 
11 

l WILL BE BEYOND THEIR REACH T0-)10RROW. 11 

A CLERK entrusted with the cash of his firm was tempted 
to bet, and embezzled his employers' money A 
warrant was to be issued for his arrest, and hearing 

of it he said to a companion, " I will be beyond their reach 
to-morrow." He was known to be a boaster, and not 
much weight was put upon what he said. They thought 
he might abscond to the Continent. The following morning 

TUI! OAL.M ruvan FLOWED ON L"( Tlll: )IOR.. .. INO SUNSIIL''U.:. 

his bed was empty and the things in his room in confusion. 
A slip of paper in his handwriting lay on lhc table, bearing 
the word�, " My life has been wasted, my prospects arc 
ruined, my soul is undone. J will end it all, and you will 
find my body in the river." They hastened lo the bank 
of tho calm, deep river, which flowed on in the morning 
sunshine ru� if nothing hu<l hnppcned, nn<l found the lifeless 
body of the �uiciclc In a <lcep pool near lho village. H \ 
had indeed escaped the urm of the law o( Englnnc.l, but h 



Tl,� S11icid1's Bonsl. 

had not ended "it all," for he had gone to meet his God. 
ln times of scepticism regarding a future life, and growing 
indifference to the \Vorel of a righteous God, human life 
L-; litUe va.Jued, and godless men who have hardened their 
hearts against the warnings of God's judgment and the 
appeals of His mercy, n1sh to death to escape from the 
troubles which their godless lives have brought upon them. 
But this is their greatest folly. As sure as the God or the
Bible has declared it, there 1s " after this the judgment " 
(Heb. be 27), so that death neither ends tl1eir existence nor 
frees U1em from the righteous retribution which their sins 
have earned. " It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living Goel 11 (1-Ieb. x. 31), is the sure word of Him 
who cannot lie, and none need think to escape it by hasten­
ing ilieir end on earth to evade the punishment of their 
evil deeds. Reader, at the end of a Christless life, whether 
it be spent in a palace or a prison, there is " the judgment." 
You must meet God, and give account to Him of your 
earthly life. You cannot escape it by any device of your 
own, and it is worse than folly to try it. Better far to 
face U1e sins of your life here and now, own yourself "guilty 
before God " (Rom. iii. 19), and prove the boundless mercy 
of God, who is "ready to forgive " (Psa. b:..>..-xvi. 5). There 
are thousands in all ranks of life who have come to God 
here and now in this the tin1e of I·Iis grace, the period in 
which He is proclaiming " for�veness of sins " (Acts xiii. 
38) through Christ, and in VJrtue of His finished \Vork
on the Cross, have been " for�iven all tresspasses " (Col.
ii. 13). The grace of God \Vaits on you to-day, and you
may rest assured that if you come to God as a sinner,
trusting in the merits of Jesus Christ, you will find God
" rich in mercy " (Eph. ii. 5), and ready to " abundantly
pardon " (lsa. Iv. 7).

Earth and Hoaven. 

I mis.'3 the wcll-rcmcmbcrcd faces, 
The voices, forms of earlier days, 

Time ploughs not up these deep-drawn traces, 
These lines no ages can erase. 

My hopes are passing upward, onward, 
And with my bopes my heart ha., gone, 

My lire is tumin� hcavenwllJ'd, homeward,
\Vhcrc Jesus sits on yonder throne. 
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Ceasing to Struggle and Learning to Swim 

A T our Saturday night Testimony Meeting held Jast week a yonng 
shipbuilder told us the story of his conversion, and as I believe 
it was helpful to many ·who were just in the same difficulty 

as he had been, I give it to you here. He had long been anxious 
to be saved, and used every means he could think of to hrin� it 
about, but all bad failed. A fellow-workman in the yard said to 
him one day, " J oho, it's _iust trusting in Christ, that's all." " I 
have tried to trust Him many a time, but somehow I never can 
do it," said the young man sadly. "How did you learn to swim, 
John," asked bis fellow-workman. "That's a strange question to 
ask,' he replied. ·• What bas that got to do with it?" "VVell, 
just this, most of us as lads, when we wanted to float on the water, 
could not at first t.Tust ourselves entirely to it. When we struggled 
to hold ourselves up, then we sank, but when we had confidence 
in the strength of the water to hold us up and simply Jay back 
upon it, then we floated. That was faith ; tbat was trusting- to
the water. Surely the Son of God who says 'Trust yourself to 
Me' is as worthy of your confidence as the River Clyde, is He not ?" 
That simple yet apt illustration, made plain to that young mn_n 
what faith in Christ really is, and he was enabled by means of �t 
to commit himself fully and without fear to the Lord Jesus as h1s 
personal Saviour. Some arc waiting for feelings of safety before 
they trust, and others arc expecting evidences of salva�ioa before 
they get it. They want feeling but the way of the v\Tord 1s to throw 
away all i;uch supposed helps and false lifebuoys anu commit your­
self entirely to Christ, as He is presente1J in the Gospel, saying, 
" My soul trusteth in Thee" (l'sa. lvii. 1) ; " nehokl God is my 
salvation, 1 will trust and not be afraid" 1Is�. ""<il . ..!). This is 
faith, taking God at His \.Yor<l and proving His grace and power 
to save and to keep. But you must cease your own efforts and 
commit yourself simply and wholly to Christ. No man can swim 
who keeps a foot on the sand for security, nor will any man be 
saved who �artly trusts In his own efforts and partly in Christ. 
It must be ' J csus Only" for salvation. 

Not My Work but Christ's. 

I do not work my soul to sa.vc, 
For tho.t my Lord lius done, 

But I wlll work like o.ny ttltwc• 
1:rom love to God 111 dear Son.

4; 



A Clear and Definite Answer. 

, lf HEN you ask the way to a certain town, you expect to 
V\ receive from those who know, such direction as will 

ennb]e you to reach that place. \Vhen you inquire 
the honr nl • which a certain train arrives or leaves, you 

want to get the author­
ised and proper time in 
order to take it. In­
definite answers or hazy 
information on such 
matter� is of little use ; 
people seek and must 
have clear and definite 
infom1ation. Yet, how 
marvellous it is that 
regarding things eternal, 

the most indefinite and un$atisfactory information is 
regarded as quite proper. If, for exan1ple, one asks how 
he can be saved from his sins and brought into a condition 
of reconciliation ,vith God, he will be told bv one set of 
theologians to ,..pray for it,'' by another "do -the best you 
can and hope in God's mercy," and by others " attend 
the church and be religion�." And the wonder of all 
wonders is, that men who are level-headed and sharp 
regarding genera] business and family concerns, and will 
not be put off with shipshod or unreliable answers to their 
questions, seem perfectly satisfied to take any and every 
opinion regarding eternal things with composure. It is 
not so with all, thank God. Some are. awake to the fact 
that a mistake will be eternally fatal on the matte.; of their 
per�onal salvation, and they will not be put off with any­
thing short of knowin� God's way of salvation. It was so 
with the jailor of Plnlippi who was awakened to see his 
true state before God as a sinner one night over eightPen 
centuric5 ago, when he called out to two prisoners in his 
prison-" What n1t1st I do to be saved? and received fron1 
them the clear and decisive answer, "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saverl" This wns God's 
own answer through the lips of 1-Iis servants then, and it1 is God's answ<::r still. To rel>;: on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to trust in Hi1n alone ns Sacnfir.e, Saviour, and Lord, God 
says is to be saved. Why then should you doubt or defer it? 
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TAJ1PING OUT THE HEl?ESY,· 

OR, THE TENl THAT TVAS PITCHED.IN THE 11/ILLEN'S FIELD. 
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Stamping Out the Heresy; 
OR, THE TENT THAT WAS PITCHED IN THE M1LLER

1
S FIELD.

1 l TE erected our pretty white canvas tent in a green field
VV belonging to the village miller, who granted per-

mission readily, saying he was in " full sympathy 
with all such efforts to do good." The first Sunday after­
noon the tent was filled ,vith a sedate and reverent audience, 
who gave a good hearing to the Gospel message, and at 
night we had to take down the canvas wall of the tent 
and seat the overflow on the grass. God gave us a token 
of His presence and a manifestation of His power in saving 
a daughter of the aged miller, the owner of the field, and a 
young teacher in the village day school, that first Sunday 
night. They had· both been deeply concerned for some 
time about their personal salvation, but evidently were in 
need of some one to guide them to the Saviour, as Philip 
the evangelist guided the Ethiopian treasurer to Him 
through the words of Isaiah liii. in the desert of Gaza, in 
the first days of the Gospel's power in Palestine (see Acts 
viii. 26-34). On the Monday morning, when it became
public among the villagers that II the young dominie" and
the miller's daughter had been converted, there was quite
a stir in the religious part of the little community. The
miller, who was a deacon of the Parish IGrk, was visited
early in the week by several men of II light and leading"
in the village, and on the Wednesday we received a rather
peremptory note from the miller, saying we must have the
tent removed from his field before "the following Sabbath
day." This, of course, was quite within his right, but as
one likes to know if possible the cause of such sudden
changes of mind and who is at work creating them, we made
a visit to the mill-house the following afternoon and found
the aged miller and his wife sitting alone by the kitchen
fire. He had just been reading a· letter sent to the local
newspaper, in which the tent preachers were accused of
"preaching heresy," also of "leading- away" some of the
"young and unexperienced· church members," and advising
all who " revered the religion of their fathers " to assist in
" stamping out this heresy " from their midst. The effect
of this manifestation of opposition to the preaching of the
simple Gospel of the grace of God was, to frighten a,vay
some of that class who take everything without question
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Stumping Ou .. e the Heresy, 

that comes from those whom they regard as " learned " 
men, then to incite "certain of the le,vd fellows of the baser 
sort " (Acts xvii. 5) to make a scene; and possibly partly 
out of curiosity, and partly ,vith a desire to hear "the 
heresy" for themselves, to bring the largest company into 
the tent we had seen on any week night since it was pitched. 
l{nowing that the villagers had great confidence in "the 
religion of their fathers," and especially in " the Shorter 
Catechism," which we had heard_ spoken of as "the cream 
of the Bible," we took up that night the grand Gospel 
truth of " Justification by Faith" apart from works, as 
taught by Paul in Romans i.-v., shewing simply and 
definitely from the Word, that the believing sinner is now 
" justified from all things" (Acts xiii. 39), that this was 
the doctrine of the Reformers and that the Shorter Cate­
chism calls it "an act of God's free grace," not the work 
of a lifetime, but a definite, known, and enjoyed experience, 
which some who neither believe the Bible nor their own 
Church standards call "heresy." The result of that plain 
statement of facts was used of God, first, to confirm in their 
faith, those who had believed the Gospel, next, to lead 
some who were honest to the Book of God, to search it for 
themselves, and most of all, to enlighten and liberate others 
who had been held in the bondage of legal fear and religious 
tradition. The miller's wife was clearly and brightly con­
verted to God, and confessed that she had been " a religious 
woman ,vithout Christ for forty-five years." The miller 
had pride of position to battle with, and it took a severe 
struggle before he was stripped of his self-righteousness, to 
take the place of a sinner lost and undone (Isa. vi. 5), before 
God, confessing Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour and 
only Lord (Rom. x. 9). But on " the following Sabbath 
Day," before which the tent was to be removed, he had 
passed from death to life (John v. 24) and was rejoicing 
in what a week before he was to stamp out as " heresy." 
If you have prejudices, doubt, or difficulty regarding the 
possibility of being saved and knowing it, we recommend 
you not to cavil or argue, or ask ,vhat this or the other 
think or say about it, but like the noble Bereans, open the 
Word of God (Acts xvii. II) and find there God's way of 
salvation clearly set forth for yourself. Then make it 
your own, and prove its power in your personal salvation. 
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There is No Need to Wait. 

A GREAT many seem to think that they have to wait 
for some appointed time for their personal salvation. 
They know that they need to be saved, and have 

learned that by no effort of their own can they save them­
selves. They know that salvation is by Christ alone and 
in virtue of His death upon the Cross of Calvary. But they 
seem to think there is something still to be done before 
they can be saved, and for that "something" they must 
wait God's good time. Some have waited for years, 
expecting that some " revelation " will be made to them, 
or some experience gained by them which will give them 
the necessary confidence to say that they are saved. They 
are occupied with inward experiences through which they 
expect the desired information to come. This is a mistake, 
a fatal mistake with many. Waiting for such experiences is 
not God's way. The work by which the sinner's salvation 
is procured, is a finished, work; it was finished by Christ 
on the Cross. He said before He died, " It is finished " 
(J oho xix. 30). And God has signified His satisfaction in 
that work by raising Christ from the dead (Acts xiii. 30). 
The Gospel is sent forth proclaiming a present salvation 
to ·a11 men (Acts xxviii. 28) and the way in which they are 
to receive it is " By grace are ye saved through faith" 
{Eph. ii. 8). There is no need to wait; there is nothing 
to wait for. Salvation· has been provided by God; it is 
proclaimed in the Gospel, and it may be yours at this 
moment. No preparation is needed; it is for sinners just 
as they are (1 Tim. i. 15). No fitness is expected, no merit 
is required. Salvation is by grace alone. It is for the 
undeserving, and there is nothing to do, to give, or to 
bring, in order to receive and possess it. You have simply 
and only to receive it as God's free gift, and thank the Giver. 
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Summer Sunday Fifty Years Ago. 

B
RIGHTL v the warm July sun shone on the rugged hills 

of abrach in the North of Scotland. It was the 
morning of the Lord's Day, and everything was still 

and quiet, the ripple of the " burn " and the song of the 

OOll'iO TO TUE SUNDAY :WOllN1N8 SERVJOE IN A SOOTTlBD OLEN, FIFTY YEAl!.8 AOO. 

lark alone breaking the silence. Coming from the white­
washed cottages along the glen, one and another could be 
seen making their way reverently to the plain little building 
in which a noted preacher of the Gospel, well known in 
these Revival days, was to conduct the service that ummer 
day. John Murker of Banff, was a quaint but faithful 



A Stmnner Sunday Fifty YearB Ago. 

preacher of the Word and under liis ministry many a soul 
was awakened to know the need of a Saviour and pointed 
to Jesus the Lamb of God. His· subject that day was 
,. The False Professor" who has a name to live (Rev. iii. 
2) but is dead in sin. He referred to Balaam, the money­
loving prophet, who could speak true things of God and of
the blessings of His people, who had his eyes opened (Numb.
xxiv. 16), but who "loved the wages of unrighteousness"
(2 Pet. ii. 15) and perished among the enemies of the Lord.
Then in solemn and searching words, he described the case
of Judas Iscariot ,the false disciple, who heard the Lord
speak, walked in His company, ate at His board, and
kissed His cheek, yet was an unbeliever and a child of the
devil all the time. Depicting his awful end, the preacher
said, "He lifted the latch of Eternity with his o,vn hand,
committed suicide, and hurried himself into hell, arriving
there before the devil expected him." I sat in the seat
shaking like a leaf. I bad ''joined the Church" that year and
was a communicant at the Sacrament of the L rd's Supper
a month before, but well I knew that I was not converted
or fit to be there. The faithful testimony of that sermon
unmasked my hypocrisy and made me tremble before God.
I had an awful time for the next few weeks. My sins, and
especially my Christless profession, haunted me day and
night, and the doom that awaited the hypocrite seemed to
hang over my head. Perhaps you have never known
anything of this, reader. You go on smoothly and peace­
fully, not allowing such thoughts to disturb y9u. \-Veil,
you may keep them off by utter indifference, or reason
yourself into forgetfulness of your state before God and
the coming judgment day, but I tell you, you will have to
face the sins of a lifetime one day whether you will or not.
In the mercy of God, I made a clean breast of my false
profession, took my true place before God as a sinner (Luke
xviii. 13), and found God " ready to pardon " (N eh. L"<.
17) and Jesus "mighty to save" (Isa. lxiii. 1). I look
back to that Summer Sunday in the Cabrach, as the day of
my awakening and to a quiet corner of a field on a farm
not far distant, in which I rested my soul on the \,Vord of
J csus, '' 1-Iim that cometh to Me I will in nowise cast out ''
(John vi. 37), as the place oi my second birth.
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Nothing to Do FOR Salvation. 

W
E were taught to regard those who said they were saved, as

presumptions or ignorant people. The common opinion
was, that seeing human righteousness and good living were

the causes of man's salvation, those who thought they had enough
of either were possibly mistaken. They ,vere hinted at in sermons
as " present day Pharisees," and people who " despised others."
A sermon apr,eared in a local newspaper, in whkh the preacher said
that if any ' thought they could be saved without works," they
were " deluded," and should be pitied rather than blamed. To
this a business man in the town gave a brief reply, making the 
remark, that the teaching of the Bible is that " there is nothing to
do FOR salvation, simply because the Son of God by His death on
the Cross finished the work, and the sinner is not asked to do, but
to rest upou what has already been done, as it is written in Rom.
iv. 5 1 'To him that wbrketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth
the un�odly, his faith is counted for righteousmess. But," added
the wnter, " while there is absolutely nothing to do FOR salvation,
because the work from which it comes is already done, tbet'e is
plenty to do FROM it, by all who receive salvation as the free gift
or God's grace. The only satisfactory evidence that one who says 
he is saved can give of the reality of his profession is, that he walks
• in newness of life' (Rom. vi. 4), and is careful to maintain good
works' (Tit. iii. 8)." That statement put the whole matter in a
new light to me at least, and I determined not to allow prejudice
or the false statements of others to hinder me from making a per­
sonal investigation of the whole subject, in the Bible. I need not
detail all my experiences, but I am glad to be able to testify, that I 
discovered in God's Word that it was for sinners that Christ died
(Rom. v. 8), and that it is sinners (1 Tim. i. 15) as such, that He
saves. I also found that it is not by works, that we have done or
can do, that salvation is obtained (Tit. iii. 5; Eph. ii. 9), but by
simply believing on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts xvi. 31). And
in so believing peace is enjoyed (Rom. xv. 13). I know many are
misled and held in the bonds of darkness, through taking in all
that they hear, but it is the personal responsibility of all who have
the Bible, to examine that Book of God, which is the one safe guide,
for themse]ves. If you are uncertain of your salvation, and wish 
to be saved, reader, take the Word of God, and go by what it says. 

The Sinners Only Plea. 

Nothing in my hand I bring Tbee, 
This Is my only plea-

Ohrlat hu died for iullty 1l_0uen1, 
Died tor me• 
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A Forgotten Fact. 

SOME things are wcll remembered, others quickly for­
gotten. Eternal verities, with their abiding results, 
are apt to be neglected, whHc the passing fancies of 

an hour, receive undue consideration. There is one most 
solemn fact of transcendent im­
portance which you cannot afford 
to neglect or forget, reader, that 
is the fact that you are a sinner in 
the sight of a holy God. It may 
not be a pleasant subject to con­
sider, but it is one you must one 
day face and deal with, now or 
hereafter, on earth in grace, or 
aftenvards in the judgment. You 
have sinned against your God. 
His \Vord declares it, your con­
science admits it. You may not 
have sinned in open vice, or been 
guilty of such offences as la,v and ' 
men condemn. Your life may be 

moral and. your dealings with men according to righteous­
ness, but in relation to the l\tlost High God, you are a sinner. 
His own verdict concerning the whole human family is, 
" All have sinned and come short of the glory of God " 
(Rom. iii. 23). And " the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 
vi. 23). Have you discovered your personal guilt and
owned it before God, reader? It was when one of ancient 
time made this discovery that he cried out, " Behold I am
vile, what shall I answer" (Job xi. 4), and another, "Woe 
is me for I am undone" (Isa. vi. 5). Neither of these 
men were openly ungodly ; they compared favourably 
with others around them, but when they wen. brought into 
the presence of God, they learned their true condition and
owned it. Then grace met them and saved then, just as 
they were. This is God's way still. If you want to be 
saved, to know the forgiving grace of God, it must be as a
sinner, and not as something better. It was " to save 
sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15) that Jesus came, and it is as sinners
and not as saints that grace saves all who believe on Him 
(Eph. ii. 8). But if you proudly refuse to own your sin 
and spurn'.the remedy provided by God, then you.i_must pass 
as a sinner to the judgment tlirone, there to meet God. 
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TO CH/(/5T 0/( TO ROAtf E ,·

OR, THE RESTING PLACE OF THE TNOUBLED SOUL. 
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To Christ or to Rome ;

OR, THE RESTING PLACE OF THE TROUBLED SOUL. 

T
wo young ladies, daughters of a West of England

country gentleman, had been bereft of their mother 
in early life and were sent to a boarding school under 

what was advertised as " Christian influences." These, as 
they discovered, after being settled in the establishment, 
consisted in the reading of a liturgical prayer once a week, 
and in a Sunday visit to a Ritualistic Church where the 
Service was largely of a Romish character, with no ray of 
heavenly light to search the conscience, no beam of Divine 
love to win the heart, and no Gospel of a finished work 
and a procured and proclaimed salvation through the 
work of Christ, to provide a resting-p1ace to the weary soul. 
0, the wsappointment and the misery of thousands of 
sin-sick souls, who go week after week seeking for that 
bread of life which their souls need, and only receive 
"stones" of formalism, or "scorpions" of error, instead ! 
For a full year, the girls continued in that popular school 
and formed acquaintanceships there, which were destined 
to make a life-long impression and lead on to an eternal 
choice by each of the squire's daughters. 

Eva, the elder of the two, became friendly with a young 
lady from London, in whose company she spent many 
pleasant hours and through whose beautiful and consistent 
Christian life and testimony to the Lord and His Gospel, 
which she acknowledged as the cause of her peace and 
joy, she was led to the Saviour, to find in Him and in His 
finished work, the resting place of her weary, sin-burdened 
soul, and in His love the solace of her weary heart. Her 
conversion, although unattended by any exuberance of joy, 
was very true and very real, and the sense of rest which 
she received through reposing on Him who "made peace 
through the't blood of His Cross" (Col. i. 20), and who 
invites the weary and heavy-laden to come wrect to Him­
self for that rest (Matt. xi. 28), she was able to express in 
the familiar words-

•· I camo to Jesus as 1 was, weary and worn o.no sao,
I found in Him a resting place, and Ho bas mo.de me glnd."

Amelia, the younger sister, became acquainted with n
teacher of languages in that Boarding School who wns a 
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'J'o Ollrist or to Romt. 

secret worker in the interests of Romanism, one of the 
Jesuit spies who are :finding their way into many schools 
and public institutions with a commission and under vows 
to make proselytes and win over to the Romish faith as 
many as they can, especially of the class to which Amelia 
belonged. Little by little the "leaven" of that vast 
system of error which holds millions in its iron grasp was 
instilled to her mind, and that rest she longed for promised 
her in the bosom of the " J.\,Iother Church," whose faithful 
children believe all she tells them ,vithout question and 
virtually hand themselves over to her custody, soul and 
body, expecting through priestly mediation and sacra­
mental grace, somehow, sometime, to reach at last through 
weary penitence, penances, prayers, and purgatorial fires, 
a paradise of peace hereafter. To those who know the 
craft of Jesuits and their ways of working, it will not be a 
surprise to learn, that before the second year of Amelia's 
studies at that Boarding School had expired, she had decided 
to enter a Convent, which she did, without being allowed to 
see her sister or receive a letter from her. Once within the 
,valls of a Roman Convent she was a prisoner for life, and 
before many years there she died of a broken heart, having 
vainly sought rest where it was not to be found, and in that 
,vhich can never yield it to a sinner's soul. The only true 
resting place of the soul is Christ, His finished ,vork, His 
once offered sacrifice, His atoning blood, apart from human 
efforts or priestly mediation or intervention. Reader, do 
you have this rest to-day, or are you seeking to obtain it 
through religion and merits of your own? It matters not 
what your creed or church connection. It may be Roman 
or Protestant, Ritualistic or Evangelic. You need Christ 
as your personal Saviour, Christ as given by God to save 
sinners (r Tim. i. 15), accepted and confessed, as yours. 

THE SINNER'S CONFESSION. 

Soul more lost ne'er lay before Thee, 
Guilt has never louder cried, 

Yet the moro in Thee I'll glory 
Who for one so vile ht1.s died : 

J{issed me, cleansed me, made me whole, 
Wrapped Thy sldrt around my soul. 
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The Way of Life Made Plain. 

T
HERE is no need for any remaining in doubt or uncer­

tainty regarding the way of life and salvation. God has 
made it plain and clear in His Word. There, are 

many deep, mysterious things in the Book of God, which 
those who have made it a lifetime's study confess they 
only know in part, but the way of salvation is not one of 
them. God has made that so simple, so definite, and so 
sure, that the wonder is that any can be in doubt regarrung 
it. It would be unlike God to do othenvise. He is the 
God of salvation. It was His love that devised it. It 
was His grace that provided it, " For God so loved the 
world that He gave 1-Iis only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life" (J obn iii. 16). And since Christ has rued and risen again, 
and the Gospel of our salvation (Eph. i. 12) gone forth to 
all mankind (Mark xv. 15), it is inconceivable that the 
God who at infinite cost provided for sinners " so great 
salvation " (Heb. ii. 3), should leave those to whom He 
sends it in uncertainty as to how they are to obtain it, and 
in doubt as to whether they possess it. lv[en may grope 
in darkness. but the light shines clearly. Humanly devised 
Gospels may keep those who are deceived by them in 
darkness and in doubt, but the Gospel of God makes II the 
way of salvation " (Acts xvi. 17) plain and " gives the 
knowledge of salvation " (Luke i. 77) to those who believe 
it. Thousands have taken God's way and rejoice in the 
knowledge of a present possession of His salvation. Do 
you ask what His way is ? It is simply this, " Believe on 
the Lord J csus Christ and thou shalt be saved " (Acts xvi. 
31). Do not argue, ao not reason, but take God's Divine 
and perfect way and prove His glory grent in your snlvntion. 

00 



A Night in a Glasgow Wynd. 

B
EIII�o the altmarkct, in a low, dingy \Vyn<l, a hand of

young men, true lovers of the Lord, and filled with 
• His compassion for those whom llc can1c to save,

rented an empty room in one of the rickety tenements 

. 
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�N OP.EN All\ WB&TUCO IN A WYNO. 

which in those days were found in" The Wynd," and used 
it for Gospel meetings. ome remarkable seen s of opposi­
tion from part of the dwellers in these wild places and of 
the mighty power of the Gospel in saving others, trans­
forming them into disciples of the Lord, w re �itnessed 
there. Drunkards, prize fighters, thi v and pickpockets, for 
whose souls no man cared, were brought under the Gospel's 
sound and saved by its power, and som , ho crun to 
" view the )and:' believing themselves to b .. the salt oi 
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A . ..Vigltt in a G�go,o Wy11d. 

the earth," were stripped of their sell-righteousness and 
religion, to find themselves as needy of the blood of Christ 
to cleanse from sin and the power of God to deliver from 
its practice, as the worst of those whose welfa1e they had 
come to seek. For it is a remarkable fact in all true Gospel 

' preaching, where the Spirit of God is working, bringing 
sinners to Christ, that not only the openly \vicked, but also 
those who have a religion without Christ, are found to­
gether round the Cross, to be saved by sovereign grace 
(Eph. ii. 8) through faith in Christ alone. Among the 
hearers in that room in the \Vynd, there appeared one 
night a woman clad in rags, with dishevelled hair and the 
marks of violence on her face. She had once lived in a 
\Vest-end house, owned a good business, but had become 
a slave to strong drink, and gone from bad to worse, until 
she had lost home and character and ·was Ii ving in a low 
lodging near. Attracted by what she had heard of the 
Gospel's power in saving others, she crept in that night 

, unnoticed and sat down in a comt"'.r. The Gospel bas a 
message and power to reach the conscience and the heart, 
and to bring God and His Christ near to those who are 
far off. As the story of God's love was told from John iii. 
16, and the sufferings of Christ from Isa. liii., great sobs 
began to break in the comer where this ,voman sat, and at 
length a cry-" 0 mother!" The memory of a mother's 
love, a Christian home and early teachings, came back that 
hour, and like the prodigal in the far country, the Spirit­
convicted soul cried out-" I have sinned against heav�n." 
There are some who entertain doubt as to the reality of 
speedy conversion, especially in the case of those so far 

( sunk as she was, and •in view of the many who merely 
profess ,vithout possessing Christ there may be cause for 
care. But there are cases so manifestly real, that the 
most sceptical cannot doubt that God has n1agnified His 
grace in their salvation. Such was this woman's case. 

, She was truly saved, and from that hour manifested it in 
' a godly life. Restored to health, bon1e, and business, she

became a diligent worker for the Lord, and died in a ripe 
' old age, honoured as a devoted Christian. The same grace

of God and power of Christ wait to welcome and to save 
,you, reader, and will this day, if you yield yourself to them. 
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There is an Open Door For All. 

F
OR a number of years, I had been in a depressed and almost 

hopeless condition regarding my soul's salvation. A false 1 
or one-sided view of the doctrine of Predestination,. which 

was much preached in the parish where my boyh.ood was spent, 
1• 

gave me the impression that it mattered very little how desirous one 
might be to become a true Christian, it was impossible to know 
anything of the experience of the new birth, the forgiveness of 
sins, and the assurance of salvation, until in some remarkable way 
you came to know that you were one of God!s elect, by His effectual 
calling of you out of darkness into light. I knew of others besides 
myself who were waiting and hoping that by some unknown process, 
this great and mysterious experience would be granted them. And 
others had become utterly indifferent. I was almost hopeless. 
Year after year passed under the same monotonous. preaching, 
until I had almost reached the point of despair, at times having the 
thought of infidelity suggested to me, as the only way of getting 
rid of all my trouble of mind. Nobody known to me seemed to be 
able to give any help, or to cast any light on the matter. As I
remember these dark years, and think how many are still sitting 
in the same gloom, it makes me long and pray that those who know 

the Gospel and can preach it simply, may go into the many parts 
of our own favoured country, where God's way of salvation is still 
quite unknown. 

On a Summer Sunday forenoon, a stranger on holiday, in the 
district, occupied the pulpit of the parish Kirk. His opening prayer 
gave me the impression that he was a man of ability and earnestness. 
When he gave out his text, which was John x. 9, ., I am the Door, 
by :Me if any man enter in he shall be saved," I had the feeling 
that he would have something definite to say on the subject, which 
above all others I longed to get light on. His sermon was short and 
very simple. His points were lucid and definite. "There was one 
Door-) esus Christ. It was for ' any man -for ' whosoever will.' 
To ''enter" was just one step, a definite experience, not the work of{a 
lifetime. It was simply and only to 'receive Christ (John i. 12),
to believe on the Son of God (John iii. 36), to rest on His finished 
work (John xix. 30). The word of assurance to all who thus receive, 
believe, and rest is, he SHALL be saved. There is no conditionfno uncertainty. We have simply to take God at His Word! 
Before he bad finished, the light had entered my dark mind. I saw 
and I believe acce�ted the way of life, and could have stood up and 
told the congregation I was saved. Others were led t o  Christ under that sermon, and many were made to think. Wbnt a mercy some 'know the Gospel, nnd can tell sinners that God Jias an open doorfor all, and that any man who enters in by Jesus "shnll besaved,. ns surely as God -has so.id it. 
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Afraid to Confess the Lord . 

., 
I 

BELIEVE that J csus Christ died for sinners on the Cross,and that there is no other Saviour. I know that Irun a sinner, that I can do nothing to save myself,and that salvation must be by His finished work alone. Yetsomehow I cannotsay that I am saved,I do not have theconfidence that youand others have. Iseem afraid just tosay that I am aChristian, lest Ishould fall back anddishonour the cause.'The speaker was a·well known trades­man in the village,highly respected anddevoutly religious.He had been comingto some Gospel meetings held near his home on Sundaynights, and it was at the close of one of them, ,while inconversation, that he made the above statement. Iventured to ask, "Have you really as a sinner, rested your' guilty soul on fhe Son of God and trusted in His atoning
� blood as the only Cause whereby you may be saved, con­fessing with the mouth, first to God and then before men,1 Jesus Christ as your accepted Saviour and Lord ?'' Hepaused for a moment, then thoughtfully answered, "I do 
I not remember ever having told God in so many words 
. that I was trusting in the merits of Christ for my salvation and that I confessed Him as my Lord, and I certainly have, never owned Him before men, and it may be that this iswhere I have come short.'' We parted without more peingsaid. Next night he was there, and with a warm grip ofthe hand he quietly remarked, " I confessed to God that I rested on His Son as my Saviour and would own Him as 
1 my Lord, and before five minutes I told my wife that I believed I was born of God. The bondage and fear are gone,and I know from God's Word and by my own experience,that I am the Lord's and that He is mine." 
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In the Gloaming of Life; 
OR, How AN AGED DOCTOR FouND REST IN Cun1sT.

DOCTOR WALLACE had lived and laboured in an inland 
parish of the Lothians for over two score years. He 
had shared the joys and sorrows of the people among 

whom he acted as pansh doctor during all these forty years, 
and had been to many of them more like a father than a 
mere perfunctory physician. Need it be wondered that 
when in his declining years he was bereft of his wife and 
only daughter by death, the parishioners condoled the 
aged man and sought to comfort him in his sorrow. A 
widowed sister's daughter came to keep house for the aged 
doctor after her cousin's death, and being a bright and 
happy Christian girl she sought to comfort her aged uncle 
by keeping the bright side of things before him and giving 
him as much of her company as she possibly could. Of ten 
in the beautiful Autumn Sunday evenings they ·would sit 
on the terrace under the trees, looking across the quiet 
valley to the green churchyard where their loved ones lay 
awaiting the fair resurrection morning, and Annie, the 
young housekeeper, would sing with her sweet, melodious 
voice such favourite hymns as '' Abide with me," "For ever 
with the Lord," and others that her aunt and her cousin 
had delighted in. It was during such an evening sitting 
that Dr. Bonar's hymn, which someone has named " the 
best Gospel hymn in the English language," was sung in 
low, sweet tones by Annie, as her uncle sat silently drinking 
in its words of gracious invitation and simple response. 
'' Sing the first verse again, Annie, I never saw its meaning 
before as I see it now," said the aged doctor, and delighted 
to repeat the precious words of Gospel grace, Annie sang 
with a heart aglow in the blessing of the truth her lipsgave forth: 

" I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
' Come unto Me and rest, 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down, 
Thy head upon My breast.' 

I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad, 

I found in Him a resting place, 
And Hobos made me glad." 

When the last note died away the aged man, w1p1ng the 
tca,r from his check, said, '' I have never had tho rest and 
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Ju tl1e Gloamfog of Life. 

peace. that your aunt and cousin Mary enjoyed, and I see 
now that I have been looking too much to myself and my 
doings as the cause of my salvation. In my busy years, I 
gave less thought to the subject of my personal salvation 
than I should. I seemed to be kept so busy looking after 
other people's temporal and spiritual welfare that I greatly 
neglected my own, and took what others said about these 
things, when I should have been seeking to know God's 
way for myself. Since death claimed our dear ones, I 
have been more occupied with the things that concern my 
peace, for I know they both had a sense of the Saviour's 
love to which I have been a stranger, but I have been 
seeking rest to my soul in my experiences and feelings 
rather than in Christ and what He has done for me. I 
see to-night as I have never seen before, that it is not in 
me, or in anything that I have done, that I can find rest 
from the burden of my sin, but only in Him who says 
" Come unto Me and I will give you rest.' How fully my 
heart now can take up the language of these �weet lines-

.. • I came to Jesus AS I WAS, 
Weary and worn and sad 

Yes, just as I' am, a poor, good for nothing sinner, pleading 
nothing but the merits of Him who 'died for sinners' 
(Rom. v. 8) and therefore for me. I come to Him as my 
Sacrifice, my Substitute, my Saviour, reposing in Him and 
on His finished work alone for my salvation, and I know 
and can now say-

.. ' I found in Him a resting place, 
And He has made me glad.' 

I seem like one who has just been awakened out of a dream, 
and the greatest wonder is that I never saw it before as I 
see it now. With me it is life's eventide, but as the prophet 
says, ' At eventime it shall be light,' so I have found it. 
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul." It was a �reat joy to the 
dear aged doctor to go round his many patients and friends 
testifying to the power of the Gospel received and believed, 
as he now fully knew it to give rest to his burdened soul 
and peace to his troubled heart. Do you know and enjoy 
this rest and peace, or are you-as, alas, so many arc­
occupied ,vi th your own doings, your own experiences, 
your own feelings? Rest is found alone in Christ, nnd peace 
by resting in whnt He has done. 
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False Hopes of Heaven. 

I K spite of the solemn warnings and the plain declarations 
of God's Vvord regarding the do01n of all who rest 
their hope of being in heaven when earthly life is 

past on false foundations, there are tens of thousands 
to-day in the dangerous position of that man of whom the 
Lord declares that his hope shall be as'· the giving up of the 
ghost 11 (Job xi. 20), and that it shall " perish " (Job viii. 
13) 1n that hour when he leaves the present world and passes
on to meet his God. Reader, make perfectly sure that 
you are not building your hope of being in happiness and
heaven after earthly life is past, on a foundation of sand, 
which will be swept away leaving you hopele� and hapless 
on the confines of a dreary and dark eternity. Many 
build their hopes of heaven on the false foundation that 
" God is merciful "-and that being so He will not punish 
sin. But God was always merciful, for He has not and
cannot change, yet He expelled Adam and Eve from 
Eden, destroyed the human race by the deluge, smote the 
firstborn of all Egypt in death, destroyed the inhabitants 
of Canaan for their idolatrv, scattered Israel for their sin, 
and brought His hand o('judgment heavily on His own 
Son, when He stood bearing the sinner's sin and suffering
its punishment at Calvary. His mercy did not spare, nor 
did it hinder His justice from giving the full measure of 
Divine judgment-due to sin. Son1e think that because 
" God is Love," He will not do what His Word declares, 
and give to every man " according to his works " (Rev. 
xx. 13) in the corning judgment day. But He will, as
surely as He has said it, and love will never hinder righteous 
judgment from taking its course. A ' 1 reformed" man 
hopes that his present amendment of life will blot out his 
past offences, but this is a false hope. God " requireth
that which is past," and sins of former years recorded in 
God's book, must either be pardoned now or punished
hereafter. Reader, see that you are not deceived. 
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Round the World with Christ. 

A NAVAL OFFICER'S TESTIMONY TO THE GOSPEL'S POWER. 

I JOI�ED the Royal Navy at the age of twenty-one, and 
for four years I lived without Christ, in all the pleasures 
of sin. I was far from satisfied, never at rest, and 

often " moved with fear" (Heb. xi. 7) by the remembrance 

TAKINO OOOD·BT• 1111ro1u, A I.OMO VOTAOI!. 

that death and judgment had to be met and eternity 
entered when earthly lile was over. 

On the battleship '' Excellent." there wo.s a group of 
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Christian gunners and others who did not fear to testify 
their faith and spen.k to others o( the Lord whom they 
loved and served. Their Jives were a good testimony to 
the reality of their profession, and many of us respected 
them and believed they had the best of it. But it takes 
more than this to induce a sinner and a lover of the world 
to become a Christian. I-Ie needs to .find out his true state 
before God, to feel his need, and to be brought down from 
his natural conceit and pride to the place where God can 
meet and save him. This is \\'ith some a short, with others 
a longer, process. The sudden death of a comrade was 
God's way of bringing me to see my true condition, and of 
convincing me of the brevity and uncertainty of life. He 
was hurried into eternity in a moment. So might I, and I 
was not ready. I sought the group of godly gunners, and 
I was most wisely and tenderly dealt with by two of them. 
They read to me the Word of God, set before me the way 
of salvation, told me their own experiences, and met my 
difficulties from the Word. 1'{y greatest fear was, that I 
might not be able to live as a Christian should, for I bad 
seen some who professed to be Christians who did not 
live as I believed they ought. The words that gave me 
life and liberty were, " He is able to save them to the 
uttermost " (Heb. vii. 25), that is evermore, always, every­
where, from all that is sinful, evil, grieving to God, and hurt­
ful to man. That met my need; that was the Saviour and 
the salvation I needed. So I came to Him as I \vas, cast 
myself wholly upon Him, trusted myself to Him, and be­
lieved that He would, as surely as He says it, 11 keep that 
which I have committed unto Him " (2 Tim. i. II). I have 
found it so. I have been twice round the world with Christ 
as my Saviour, Lord, and Keeper, and I can testify that He 
has been all that He promised to me. Fear not to trust 
Him, to confess Him as your Lord, and to step out decidedly 
on His side. He is worthy of your trust, and He will 
never fail or forsake you. 

Tho 

a 
Sinner's Resting Place. 

I come at Thy Divine commnnd 
With sinful heart and empty hnnd, 
The worth o{ Christ my only plen, 
My soul's reposo-Ho died for me. 
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How a Worldly Man was Saved. 

I
N my unregenerate days, ai; a man of the world, I had a great

horror of Christio.nity as it existed around me and as l witnessed
its eflccts on some who bad turned from excesses in worldliness

and vice to religion. Their abstinence from the pleasures of the
ballroom, the theatre and the ro.cecourse, seemed to ml! to be the
height of folly, as they bad nothing else worth living for to occupy
them instead. Some became recluses, others entered on lives of
utter indolence, while a few engaged in philanthropic and humani­
tarian pursuits, not with much pleasure to themselves or benefit
to others. \Ve, who continued to enjoy " the pleasures of sin" in
all their fulness, looked with feelings of pity-in some cases of
disgust�n these religious folk, for what they had turned to did 
not seem to please or satisfy them any better than what they bad
left behind. It was something like a revelation to me, when at the
age of thirty-five I came into contact with a real live, born again
Christian man, an army officer, who had Christ in his heart and
manifested in every path of life the Christianity which comes of
having life an<l peace through faith in Him. This man was a living
wonder to all who knew him. He was happy and satisfied in what
he possessed, and to all, without exception, who came into touch
with him, he testined that his life had become a joy and a pleasure
since he received and confessed Jesus Christ as bis Saviour and
Lord. I was convinced that trus man had the right kind of
Christianity, and by frequent conversations with him and careful
observation of hlm, I was brought to the same Saviour to find in
Him " all my salvation and all my des.re" (·.: S,m. "'" ii. 5). A
Christianity without Christ, wholly composed of abstinence from
the gT0!3ser forms of worldliness, occupied only with the extern_also( religion, is of no value in the sight of God, and of little blcssmg
to mankind. It leaves the soul unpurgcd from sin, the heart
unoccupied, and the springs of Jiie unchanged. Christ received,
confessed, admitted into the heart and acknowledged in all the
ways of life. brings salvation, sanctification, and satisfaction, such
as a mere religious life knows nothlng of. 

He Lives to Keep. 

In hca venly glory J csus lives 
Invested with " all power" 

To keep the soul in Htm lhnt trusts
In every trying hour; 

He never can desert or fail, 
For ever shall His power prevail.
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An Oft Forgotten Fact. 

T
HERE arc some things that all men wish to remember 

and often speak of, others that they desire to forget 
and banish from their thoughts. To the ungodly, 

there is nothing less welcome tJ1an the solemn fact that 
one day they must meet their God 
and to Him give account of ho,v 
they have spent their years of 
earthly life. Everything is brought 
into use to banish thoughts of God 
and death and judgment from 
their minds. But, while this may 
give them a measure of freedom to 
sin and forget God, it can never 
alter or disannul the declaration 
of the lvlost High God, the Creator 

. of heaven and earth, the Judge of 
• of mankind, that "the wages of

sin is death " (Rom. vi. 23), and
that "whatsoever a man so,veth,

that shall he also reap " (Gal. vi. 7). If you have been 
living in forgetfulness or disregard of this most solemn 
fact, it is high time that you faced it honestly and personally, 
reader. It is madness to shut your eyes and rush on to 
death and judgment, as if you can by such means elude 
the grasp of God's Almighty hand in bringing you to His 
bar to there receive the righteous punishment of your sins. 
Your wisdom is to face the fact and let it have its due 
effect upon you. Others have done so, and discovered 
that they were " guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19), con­
fessing I Woe is me, for I am undone" (Isa. vi. 3). It is 
just to such that God's Gospel comes as good news, as a 
message of grace to the guilty and of life to those who are 
under sentence of death. '' Christ died for the ungodly" 
(Rom. v. 6) ; 11 He was wounded for our transgressions and 
bruised for our iniquities" (Isa. liii. 5), is God's own Gospel 
to those who have no claim on life and no merit to His 
favour. And His word assures us, that there is life instead 
of death, and grace instead of judgment for all who believe 
the message. '' He that believeth on the Son HATH ever­
lasting life,, 0 ohn iii. 36), leaves no room for doubt or 
uncertainty. 
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The Young Law Clerk's Decision. 

uwILL you come along, uncle, and hear Mr. Reginald
Radcliffe, a Liverpool lawyer, who is to preach in 
the Free North, to-morrow night? lVIother and I 

have been to hear him, and she thinks you will like his 
simple, plain-spoken message." Such was the invitation 
given by a young law clerk to his uncle, in whose office he 
was apprenticed in the city of Aberdeen. It was a Saturday 
afternoon and the office was about to be closed for the week, 
when he entered bis uncle's private room to receive his 
week's wages, and deliver the invitation sent by his widowed 
mother to her only brother, a well known and respected 
lawyer, in that northern city. Taken aback by the strange 
intimation and no less unusual invitation, the lawyer 
leaned back in his chair and with a somewhat puzzled look 
at his tall young nephew said-" Vi/ ell, George, I'll see. 
It surely would be something new to me to hear a lawyer 
preach, and I suppose he ,vill have something good to say 
if he pleases your mother, for I know she is not very easily 
pleased in the preaching line." Then assuming a serious 
and fatherly tone he quietly added, " But I hope you are 
not going in for this 'being converted ' that is being made 
so much of by lay preachers and some of our city ministers 
just now. It is driving some folks mad, and making others 
who have come under its influence utterly useless to take 
their place in good society." That last remark was 
especially intended as a personal word of warning to the 
young law clerk, who, as was generally believed, was likely 
to become his uncle's partner, ancl ultimately bis successor 
in that business. 

The devil knows where the weak point is in all who are 
in any measure interested in eternal things, and he skilfully 
directs his darts so as to binder if he can their reception of 
the Gospel and their conversion to God. The young law 
clerk had been persuaded by his mother to go with her to 
hear Mr. Radcliffe preach, and God had used the message 
faithfully spoken to awaken him to a sense of his sin before 
God, his danger in being out of Christ, and his need of 
being saved. He, and a number more of city young men, 
had been deeply impressed, but were yet undecided and 
unsaved, counting the cost-as well they might-of being 
followers of the Lord. That word from his uncle had the 
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effect of sending him home to his mother with the words 
on his lips-11 It's no use me being a Christian, for uncle 
manifestly has no sympathy with the 'Revival ' or the 
preachers, and if he hears of me going in for that sort of 
thing he will give me the cold shoulder, I am sure. And 
you know mother how hard it would be for one in my place 
to be such a Christian as you are." 

The godly mother, who had for many years been a true 
follower of the Lord and had proved His allsufficiency to 
meet her every need both in temporal and eternal things, 
was deeply saddened when she heard from the lips of her 
son that statement, yet her confidence in_ God ,vas unshaken, 
and she was enabled decisively yet tearfully to say, ff George, 
my boy, do not allow the enemy to drh�e you past the door 
of God's kingdom by liste.ning to his lies. God is good, 
and He is able to provide for you as He has for me. No­
body ever lost anything that is w6rtb having, by confessing 
Christ and following Him." That noble !estim(?ny of his 
Christian mother must have gone deep into the young 
law clerk's soul, for the following evening at the close of 
l\ir. Radcliffe's meeting in ff the Free North" he was one 
of a circle of six young men who openly confessed with the 
mouth the Lord Jesus (Rom. x. 9), and as sinners saved by 

• grace took their stand on His side. It was a tiial of faith
to the young Christian to get the withering glance of scorn
from his worldly uncle, and ultimately such treatment as
forced him out of his business, in which much that no
true child of God could honourably practise was done. But
God, ever true to His Vlord, 11 them that houour :M:e, I
will honour" (I Sam. ii. 30), found for him something
better, in which be could serve an earthly master and please
his heavenly Lord as well. Before ten years, the godless
lawyer was laid in a poor man's grave, having lost his
worldly all and his soul as well, while his Christian nephew
lived an honourable life, full of Christian service and bright
with God's smile and blessing. Reader, do not allow fear
of earthly loss to drive you past the door of God's kingdom,
into a godless world, to live a Christless life, tq die a hopeless
death, and to spent a hapless eternity. Make Christ your
Saviour and Lord, confide in His love, trust in His finished
work, confess Him as your Lord, yield yourself to Him,
and you will be Saved and Satisfied.
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The True Rest of the Soul. 

T
HE_RE _is no rest t? the

, sin-co�victed soul in r�ligion or
1n ntual : the smner s rest 1s found alone 1n Christ. 
You never know whether you have done enough, or 

given enough to give you certainty of salvation, if you seek 
to attain it by" works." There is no finality, no assurance 
of any definite result along the line of "doing the best you 
can," "seeking it earnestly," "waiting God's good time," 
and other humanly devised ways of salvation. They all 
fail to give the soul rest. There is nothing definite, nothint:, 
sure in what thev have to offer. How different it is with 
the Gospel of God and the salvation it proclaims. It tells 
of a gift already given-" For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son." It tells of a WORK

already accomplished-" Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures" (I Cor. xv. 3). It proclaims a PEACE 
already made-" Having made peace through the blood 
of His Cross " (Col. i. 20). It leaves the believing sinner 
in no doubt as to his present rest and eternal salvation. 
The word is " Come unto l\1e all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest" (�1att. xi. 28)) ; he 
comes and he get� it. It tells of salvation brought near 
(Tit. ii. II), which believing on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 
xvi. 31) gives a present possession and true enjoyment of,
enabling the receiver to say with certainty-'' Behold God
1s my salvation" (Isa. xii. 2). The person of Christ is the
believing sinner's Saviour; the work of Christ is his only
merit, the resting place of his soul. And these being ever
the same, and not like human experiences ever changing,
give abiding rest and unchanging peace to all who by
personal faith make them the rest of their souls. Reader,
in what are you resting for salvation?
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Saved In an Ind/an City. 

A vov 1c English doctor, who had an uncle in Norl11crn
Indio, went out to join him in his practjcc there. 
In his new environment he found congenial company, 

and was very success[ ul in his prof �ssion. In the course of 
his practjcc he was called to attend a former classmate, 
who had an appointment in the Civil Service in that 

A BUSY 8TIUKT IS A OIT\ 01' NO&TIIKRN INIIIA. 

Northern Presidency, suffering from a virulent disease, 
for which there is no known remedy. It was a terrible 
sight to see that young and stalwart form in agonising 
pain, lying at the gates of death, with no earthly friend to 
soothe his sorrow, and no ray of hope of heaven beyond to 
lighten the valley of death through which he was passing. 
Turning his eyes toward the <loctor who stood by his side, 
the dying man, gaspin� for breath, said with intense 
earnestness--" Pray.' The attendant slipped from the 
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Savod in an Indian Cily. 

, room, and the two were left alone-alone with God, the 
one passing into the eternal world, the other, as it were, 

, on tHc very confines of it. Never before had he so seen 
, the reality of death, never before so felt his utter helpless­

ness in presence of its power. He had not been in the 
habit of praying, for he did not know God. In the years of 
his youth he had known and been brought into contact 

, with tn1e Christians, and had felt the power of their testi­
n1ony, but he had no knowledge of God. Religion he ack­
nowledged and observed, but to give a dying man the 

, comfort he needed, or to pray to God for him, as he desired, 
he could not. Alas, for a flimsy profession, a name to 
live, a mere religion of the pew, in the presence of death! 
I-low powerless to give peace in prospect of meeting God, 

• to the one who has it; how useless to direct a dying man
to the Saviour! That look, that word, those dying gasps
deeply affected him ; he could not stand them longer,
but hurried from the room into the busy street. There he
met an English missionary, whom he asked to call on the
dying man, but before the missionary reached him he bad
crossed the bourne and entered the eternal world. God
used that solemn event, that dying call, to bring the Enghsh' 
doctor to see and feel his own condition as a stranger to 
God (Eph. ii. 12), unable to pray for himself or others, a•
sinner afar off, liYing as the officer had lived for the world,
with the same end and the same destiny awaiting him.
For weeks and months he was a miserable man, under
conviction but without Christ, having no peace. In the

' goodness of God a faithful preacher of the Gospel, whose
name the doctor had often heard in the homeland, came on 
a visit to that part of India, and was announced to preach 
in the city on a Sunday. Without informing any of his 
acquaintances he slipped in, and heard the Gospel in its sim­
plicity and fulness from Isaiah liii., His thirsty soul drank 
in the message, and as a sinner, conscious of his needs, he 

1 embraced the Saviour thus set forth as "wounded for our 
1 transgressions and bruised for our iniquities," dying " the

just for the unjust " (r Pet. iii. 18) to ransom and to save. 
That hour he entered into peace, was '' born of God " 
(1 John v. I), and stepped into the silent street a new man 
in Christ, henceforth to live no longer to himself but "unto 
Him" (2 Cor. v. 15) whom he now confessed as Lord. 
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The Desire for These Things is Gone. 

T
HE Gospel does not ask the man of vice to give up his idols, or 

the woman of pleasure to surrender her joys in order to be 
saved. God's Gospel is good news: it tclJs of somethmg 

greater, better, and infinitely superior in every way to the test that 
sin and the world can offer. It comes with its hands filled with 
blessings-blessings of pardon to the guilty, salvation to the perish­
ing, life to tbe dead, rest to the weary, and satisfaction to the empty, 
Christ in all His fulness, in all His fitness to meet the ne d of fallen, 
ruined sinners in the place and state where sin has put them, is 
presented in " the Gospel of God concerning His Son" (Rom. i. 
1-2). And when this Gospel is welcomed by those who hear it, it 
becomes to them in personal and blessed experience " tbe power of 
God unto salvation" (Rom. i. 16). Born of the Spirit (John iii. 5), 
born of God (1 John v. 1 ), the believing sinner becomes a. possessor 
of a new life, "the life of God," from which in unregenerate days he 
was an "alien" (Eph. iv. 18) and to the power of which he was a 
stranger. In this new life he then lives and acts, manifesting its 
presence in his mortal body and in all his actions, walking and acting 
in " newness of life" (Rom. vi. 4). As a matter of experience 1.he 
"old things" have passed away (2 Cor. v. 17). Desire for sinful 
indulgence, worldly pleasures, and false religion, as the natural 
man has made it, has passed away, and the new life and new nalure 
rises to things above, to .find their occupation and satisfaction in 
Christ and God. As the leaves drop from trees and hedges when 
the bursting buds of Spring appear, expelled by the power of a new 
llie, so from the worldling, the sinner, and the religious ascetic, drop 
the habits and encumbrances of bis unregenerate years, when he 
receives Cnrist, and in Him life, with the indwelling Spirit of God 
as stTength and motive power. Trus, and only this, gives victory 
over sin, take::. away the desire for godless amusements and worldly 
ways, and sets the new born man or woman up in a new position 
with a new environment, to live and act for God as a Christian ought. 
This new llie is within your reach to-day: it is " in Christ." 

Chrlat and His Purchase. 

The Holy One who knew no sin, 
God made as sin for me, 

The Just Ono died my soul to win­
His death has set me free. 

He lives in glory bright above 
To claim His purchased prize, 

Both now on earth and soon above 
In His own paradise. 
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It will Surely Come,, 

Goo·� grnc, has so long reigned unto Mtlvatiun a.n<l I Jis
mercy has been so Jong extended to tlto·c who are
Hi 'ncmics, that many have become accnstomc<l to

think that I-fis righteous wrath against man's sin has
ceased, and that His threatened
punishment of evildoers will never 
he executed. It is now, as it was in

the days concerning which it is 
said-" Because sentence against an
vil work is not executed speedily,

therefore the heart of the sons of
men is wholly set in them to do evil"
(Eccl. ix. 11). But God is still God,
and although His longsuffering with
men is very great, and He is " not

« ffl! 
willing that any should perish " (2

" 
' C�]l'Ltf Pct. iii. 9), He cannot fail to do what

He has said or to fulfil the Word
that His mouth has spoken. "Because there is wrath,
beware le.st He take thee away with His stroke : then a
great ransom cannot deliver thee" (Job xxxvi. 18), is
God's own \Vord. "The wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness" (Rom. i. 18) is just as true
as the manifestation of His love in the giving of His only
begotten Son (r John iv. 9) to be the Saviour of men.
There is an hour yet to come, in which Divine wrath without
mercy will be poured forth upon all who take pleasure in
unrighteousness, and despise the great salvation which
God has provided by the death of His Son and now pro­
c1aims in the Gospel. All who receive the Saviour thus
provided and believe the message now proclaimed, are
11 turned to God II to wait for His Son fr01n heaycn, even
Jesus by whom they are '' dc1ivered from wrath to come"
(1 Thess. i. (), 10). But for the Christ-rejecter there is wrath
in store, which no efiort of his can hinder, and nothing he
has or can procure can shcHer him from. Reader. if you
would be saved II flee from the wrath to come " to J esu 
Christ, the only Refuge and the only Deliverer. You arc
invited. just as you are, to find the sheller of your inful
out in His perfect work and your rescue fron1 sin' practice

by His power, who is II Mighty to ave.'' 
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• OR, THE J.v.fl/JEL GA,1/fllEN'S BOLD BOAST 

"TD B)' sBrTLED TO JU R DISPlJTHS .BY DUBL." 



The Duel on the Gold Fields. 

OR, THE INFIDEL GAMBLER'S BOLD BOAST. 

I N the early years of the South African gold-fields, a 
reckless and lawless, <;ompany of men belonging to 
many nations had their camp near to where the city 

of Johannesburg now is. Their spare hours were mostly 
spent in drinking and gambling, and the disputes that 
arose among. them were usually settled by fighting and 
duelling with pistols or swords. Many of them were· 
professed infidels, who had no fear of God or regard for 
the value of human life, before their eyes. A coming 
judgment day, when God will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and give to every man according as 
his works and deeds have been, will fully disclose the full 
measure of guilt that these godless men heaped up, during 
the years of their camp life in these wild regions. 

An American infidel named Joilet, was ringleader of this 
band of desperadoes, and it was alleged that by duelling 
and other means he had been guilty of the crime of murder 
on several occasions. But there was no law and no justice 
administered there, so the ruffian was emboldened to 
continue his course with impunity. Working in the same 
claim as this criminal was an Englishman, who had watched 
his course, and waited for an opportunity to bring home 
to his conscience the guilt of his deeds. During the meal 
hour one day, a favourable opportunity occurred when , 
they were alone, and the Englishman, who was a Christian, 
said-" Joliet, do you ever think of having to meet your 
God in judgment ?" That question, so unusual and so 
unexpected, seemed to stagger the bold infidel for a moment, 
but regaining his usual demeanour, he set his teeth, and 
clenching his fists, roared in anger, "If there be a God, 
and He interferes with me, I shall do for Him what I have 
for others who have meddled with me." The Englishman, 
seeing it was useless to continue argument with a man of 
such a mind, simply answered-" vVe shall see," and 
resumed his • work, the boasting infidel walking hastily 
off. In less than an hour, a loud cry was heard in another 
part of the mine, and the men hurrying in the direction 
from whence it came, found Joliet lying cn1shed under a 
fall of stone. 1-Ie was still alive and conscious, but it was 
seen from the first that his case was hopeless; ho hnd been 
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The Duel 011 1/,e Gold Fields. 

fatally injured. Borne on a plank to the surface, he was 
laid on the spot where only shortly before he bad duelled 
with a Frenchman, and it was believed killed him. Lying 
in the agony of death, on the border of the eternal world, 
his crimes seemed to flash back upon his memory, and 
rack hin1 with awful remorse. The Englishman who had 
ventured to speak to him of God and the judgment some 
few hours before, was the oriJy one who remained by his 
side, seeking to assuage his pain by applying warm foments 
to his bruised body. Evidently appreciating his kindness 
and learning as others have done, that boon companions 
in sin are poor sympathisers in sorrow, he grasped the 
hand of the Christian and whispered with his dying breath, 
"God· has found 1ne out. I cannot hide from God." All 
that could be done in that soletnn and awful moment of a 
man dyed in guilt, passing from the scenes of his crimes to 
the presence of his God, was to quote brief words of Gospel 
grace, and tell of the mercy of God and the power of the 
blood of Christ to save and cleanse the chief of sinners. 
But whether death had sealed his ear to these words, or 
,vhether sin had so hardened his heart that they never 
reached it, a day yet to come will disclose, but ere the 
shades of night fell on the veldt, Joliet's soul had passed to 
its account with God. Reader, God is God: full of mercy 
and longsuffering, it is true, but GOD. He will not always 
suffer sinners to take His Name in vain, or set at nought 
His reproof. His own warning word is-" He that being 
often reproved bardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy" (Prov. A-Xix. 1). If 
you live a life of sin, you must die a death of misery, 
and pass on to meet a God of judgment, who knows your 
life and how you have treated His \Vord which warned of your 
end and brought you the tidings of His great sah·ation. 
But you need not perish. To-day the door of grace is open 
,vide and the word of the Lord Jesus still is" Him that 
cometh to �le I will in no wise cast out" (John vi 37) 

Tho Saving Powor or tho Blood. 

Safe in the Lord without n doubt, 
By virtue or the Blood, 

For nothing cnn destroy tho llfo 
That's hid with Chri�t i.o God. 
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Sin, its Enticements and its Ends. 

T
o the unwary soul, sin offers its many attractions. All

that skill can do to make the baits of sin enticing, is
done. "The pleasures of sin," though only "for a

season ,, (Heb. xi. 25), are exceedingly alluring while they 
last. The drinking bar has its brilliant lights and flashing 
mirrors, the theatre its charming scenery and attractive 
performers, the gambling saloon its pleasant company, the 
ballroom its elegant forms and fair faces; but the hook of 
the great angler for souls is concealed within these fair 
baits, and his object is to ruin souls for time and eternity. 
To make sinners forget God, and neglect His great salva­
tion, by making life a round of pleasure, and sin a gilded 
chariot in which to haste to hell, is the devil's chief business. 
But what is the end of such a life? Let the Book of God 
provide the answer : " Sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth DEATH" (James i. 15). Draw aside the curtains 
around the worldling's dying bed. There he lies with a 
wasted life behind him, the dark, angry floods of death 
just before, with the judgment throne looming in the 
distance, and a forgotten God to meet there. His life has 
been what the world calls "short," but it has been long 
enough to accumulate a huge burden of sin, the weight of 
which torments his soul, and the sting of which already 
burns within him. He has sown the wind, and he already 
reaps the whirlwind. His sins haunt him by day and 
surround his pillow by night; he would willingly forget 
them but he cannot. '' The sting of death is sin." and sin 
is there in all its guilt and power. Reader, you have God 
to meet and to deal with about your sin; you cannot 
evade it; you must meet Goel You may meet Him here 
and now in grace ; meet Him " in Christ," to be accepted 
and forgiven, for in virtue of the Cross, He can be Just 
and the Justifier of the believing sinner (Rom. iii. 26). 
But if grace is rejected, you will pass on to judgment, to 
receive tile just reward of a life of sin. 



A Religious Lady's Hope of Heaven; 
OR, 11 ! HAVE NOT M1ssEo A SACRAMENT Fon TWENTY YEARS.'' 

I HAD been visiting from door to dooT in a respectable 
part of the city of Inverness, giving Gospel tracts and 
speaking a word as opportunity was given me to one 

and another, of the need of being born of God and sure of 
His great saJvatjon. I found a reverent and ready hearing 
given to all that I had to say on the general doctrines of 
the Gospel, concerning which the northern peoµle are as a 
rule well infonned. But when I gave testimony to the 

peace and C\!rt:unty that bdid of that Gospel brings. and 
is by Go<l intend�J to bring to all who a� Ctmfe::-scd ::-inners 
rely on the atoning work of Chri ·t as tlw only cause of 
their sal\'ation, and rccein� the written \\ tlrJ as the ground 
of their assurance of it, 1 noticed that most of thos� to 
whom I spake, shook their heads, as i[ they \\Ct0 in doubt 
as to whether such certainty of one·� p�r.50nal sal\"ntion 
is possible. If one opposes the <lodrines of the (;ospel 
or openly <lenit!s his need of it. you know whm� h� is, 



A Rt:U,; 1011s L,ulv's 1/r,JM o/ lltJauen. 

and can deal ,vith him accordingly, but when people assent 
to nil lhnt you sny nbout the need of being converted, and 
the way of salvation being through Christ alone, and yet 
question whether nny one can know they are saved, it is 
not just so easy to dctormirie the.fr whereabouts. It was 
while jn conversation with a remarkably intelligent and 
devout lady that afternoon, that I found out where she 
stood in regard to these things. After a long and interesting 
conversation regarding the need of salvation, as expressed 

l in Romans iii., and the way of salvation as so simply told
out in Romans iv., I ventured to ask if she could go on to
Romans v. 1, and say II Being justified by faith we HAVE

peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." I shall
not soon forget her answer, for it discovered to me what I
had not met with before, namely, that one may speak of
trusting in the Saviour and yet be depending more on their
own works than on His, for their salvation. " I have
always trusted in my Saviour, and I have not missed a
Sacrament for twenty years. I cannot say I am saved,
but I hope ,vith the help of God that I will be." Trusting
in the Saviour, observing the Lord's Supper, and "with
the help of God ,, expecting to be saved some day, was that
Jady's hope of heaven, and aJthough in other cases it may

1 be differently expressed, the same idea is common to n1any.
But it is not God's Gospel ; it is not the way of salvation
as the \Vord of God sets it forth. " By grace are ye saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God. Nor of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph.
ii. 8, 9), leaves no place for our efforts, and no need for
God's " help." " Salvation is of. the Lord "-all o( it
from first to last. \Ve ate simply to be receivers o( God's

1 
salvation by grace, and then possessors of it.

I Shall Not Want. 

There is no need a sinner has, 
But God in Christ can meet it, 

The Gospel tells His wealth of grace 
And faith responds to greet it. 

Salvation present, Cull and free, 
\Vitb grace for daily living, 

Is what the trusting soul may claim, 
For Co<l delights in giving. 
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11 HE is a Saviour for YOU." 

M
Y conversion at the age of twenty-six, wa,!) due to t.hc faithful 

lestimony of a commercial traveller who called on me in

business, and who in course of conversation made t.he state­
ment, "It does one no good to believe io Jesus Christ. in a general 
way, as you believe in the German Emperor or the Sultan of Turkey. 
Plenty believe in a Saviour in that way, but arc not saved. You 
must believe in Jesus Christ for your own personal salvation, in 
other words, that He is a Snvio11r for you." I had never heard it 
put in that matter of fact way before. I certainly believed that 
Christ was a Saviour, and that He "came into the world to save 
sinners" as I Tiim. i. 15 says, but to single myself out from th'! 
mass of mankind and appropriate Him as my own personal Saviour, 
to save .ME as an individual sinner, I had never up to that hour 
thought of. Yet there I was, a sinner in tbe sight of God, with a 
soul to be saved or lost and an eternity to spend somewhere. That 
word spoken by the Christian commercial trnvcller never left me. 
It was pressed home on my heart, and I learned that whatever 
others might do, it was for me to personally receive and trust Jesus 
Christ as my own Saviour. So I just told God tbat as He had given 
His Son to the world (John iii. 16)

1 that included me, and that if 
"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15), 
I was one of them. So I put in my claim saying, "The Son of God 
who loved me and gave Himself for me" (Gal. u. 20). Ko sooner 
bad 1 thus made a personal appropriation of Christ than I knew I 
was a saved sinner, for God ha.., said in Uis \Vord, " Believe on U1e 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved " (Acts xvi. 31 ), and I 
had complied wiU1 His terms. The vVord therefore assures me lhat 
lhus believing on and con!essiog Christ as my Saviour and Lord 
(Rom. x. 9), I � saved, and the Spirit witnesses with my spirit, 
that. I am a child of God (Rom. viii. 16). There is the greatest 
danger possible in being the adherent of a creed and the member of 
a church holding evangelical doclrines, without as an iocuvidual
sinner accepting and trusting Christ as a personal Saviour. 

All Has Been Dono. 

T.bcie is nothing to do, !or all has been done, 
Ju1t simply on Christ to bcHcve; 

Andi Cod has d.t.-clared all who lrusl in lhe Son, 
'rl.to Hie �verlaatiog receive. 
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The Beginning of a New Life. 

'fo "mend one's ways," to "make a fresh start," to
'' turn over a new leaf," are changes common enough 
among mankind. \Vhatever of virtue or of profit 

there may be in such changes to those that make them, 
they all come short of dealing with 
man's relation to God, and bis 
fitness for being in His presence 
here and hereafter. To see God's 
kingdom, to enter God's family, 
there needs to be the possession of 
a new life. In the language of the 
�hird chapter of John, " Ye must 
be born again." This is not reform­
ation, it is not becoming religious, 

it is not adopting a creed, it is not joining a church; it is 
becoming the possessor of a new liie. This life must come 
into the soul, before it can come out in the conduct. • It 
must be implanted before it can be manifested. And the 
great question is how? \Vhere does this new life come 
from? How is it obtained? It is in Christ, and "he 
that hath the Son hath life''. (r John v. II). You may 
have religion and morality and much else that is estimable, 
but if you have not Christ as your personal Saviour, received 
(John i. 12), believed in (John v. 24), confessed (Rom. x. 9), 
you have "no life in you" (John vi. 53). And if the life 
is not "in you," it cannot be lived out by you. 
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At the Parting of the Ways. 
OR, THE IRISH FARMER'S LIFE CHOICE. 

A YOUNG farmer of Ulster, about to emigrate to the 
\Vestem States of Amerlca, called on an uncle to say 
" Good-bye " before leaving the land of his birth. 

Ther� had not been many comings and goings between the 
young man's family and that of his uncle, owing to the 
fact that this uncle and his sons were decided Christians 
and preachers of the Word in their locality, which their 
cousins did not appreciate. It is wonderful, bow Christ 
received, confes�ed and followed, becomes an " offence " 
to professing Christians noN, after eighteen centuries, as 
Slll'ely as " the Cross" was an offence in the early years of 
the Gospel's progress among the worldly wise (1 Cor. i. 
23) and the worldly religious (Ga]. vi. 12, 14). And so it
was that the Ulster farmer and his sisters kept well aloof 
from their uncle and cousins during a period of years, in 
fact, ever since the days of the great Revival of 1859, in
which year they bad been converted, and taken their stand
for Christ. The visit of the young farmer to say "good­
bye" to his uncle, was intended to be brief and purely
formal, as he had no desire to get what he called a "lecture 
on religion " from his uncle. After inquiring for his mother
and sisters and hearing of his nephew's prospects in the 
far West, the blithe and happy uncle, who was never at a
loss to have a word in season on eternal things for all with 
whom he met, said-" Well William, I can wish you
nothing better than the fulfilment of a dream I had the 
other night, in which I saw your father and I as we were 
in the years of our youth, fifty years ago. \Ve stood at a 
crossroads in company with two companions, and the
question was raised which of the roads we should take. 
One led up a rough and rugged hill, the other along a fair 
and well-watered vaJley. The uphill road was trod by
few, and those who were on it seemed to be lowly and poor. 
The other road was thronged with all classes, and there
was everything along its course to please and to gratify. 
But its end was a yawning gulf, into which the gay travellers 
walked unawares, while the end of the rough hill path was 
a city of gold and of glory. Your father and I took the
uphill path, and ·as we footed it together we said one to 
another-" As for me and my house, we will serve the 
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Lord" (Josh. xxiv. 15). I awoke, and lo I it was a dream. 
But the fact remained, that I and my household arc saved 
by grace and bound for glory. Your dear father has 
reached the city on the hill more than twenty years ago, 
and I am daily expecting to hear of you and your sisters 
being saYed to walk in the same blessed path." Little 
more was said, but the message of that godly uncle, given 
in such a wise and tender manner, was not in vain. From 
the State of California there came a letter ere that year 
was out, telling how in the mercy of God the Ulster farmer 
and his two sisters had come to the parting of the ways, 
and at the Cross as sinners had beheld the Lamb of God 
(John i. 29) and made their choice of Him as their Saviour 
and Lord, entering through the II strait gate" (l\latt. viJ. 
13) into the narrow uphill road that leads to glory and to
God. Reader, has any such life choice or personal receiving
of Christ as Sa vi our, been yours ? There is a cross roads,
a parting of the ways, on every path, at which the great
decision for Christ or the world, for life of death, for heaven
or hell, must be made. And whichever path you choose
and walk in through life, with Christ or without Him, so
must be your destiny hereafter and for ever. Do not be
deceived by the common thought that you may remain
11 neutral" in this matter, and walk in some intermediate 
path between that of a Christian and a rejecter of Christ­
there is no such path, and there is no intermediate destiny. 
Nothing between a heaven of bliss, and a bell of woe. 

Tho Light of Life. 

Brighlly bc.1m the mys o{ mercy 
From the Cross where Jesus died, 

There He gave Himself a ransom, 
For our sins was Crucified. 

Now exalted high in heaven 
'Mid the glories of the lhrone 

He is still receiving sinners 
Who confess Him as their own. 

And lh.o \Vorel He left to guide." us

Sheds its clt'ar nnd shining li�ht 
Oo the p11th that leads to glory 

Througll this worlJ o( dMkt"Sl night. 
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It is a New Life You Need. 

I T is not because you are worse than your neighbours, that 
you need to be born again. You may compare favour­
ably with them all, yet to you the words of the Son of 

God are, 11 :Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again" (John iii. 7). Nicodemus, the man to whom 
these great words were first spoken, was a model of all 
that is excellent and virtuous. He was one of a favoured 
nation-the people of Israel. He belonged to a modPl 
denomination of their religion-the Pharisees. He was 
personally an eminent and a worthy man, for he was a 
ruler among his people, esteemed and respected of all. 
Yet it was this great and good man, belonging to this 
strictly religious denomination, of this favoured people, 
that the great Searcher of hearts three times in quick 
succession told he must be born again-born from above, 
else he could neither see nor enter the kingdom of God. 
This is a most solemn and searching message to all, and 
especially to moral and religious people, who consider 
themselves superior in every way to the ungodly and 
irreligious. So far as outward life and righteous dealings 
as between man and man go, you may be blameless, but 
because you are a fallen sinner, of a ruined race, by nature 
a child of wrath (Eph. ii 3), and in practice a sinner before 
God, you need to be born again as surely as the most 
abandoned sinner. It is not a little extra religion you need, 
or more earnest attention to what you have got, it is .a new 
birth, a new life, and a new nature. Th.is is not to be 
bought in the world's market. It is not to be had in the 
church'f ceremonies or sacraments. It cannot be acquired 
by effort, or earned by works. It comes from God alone ; 
it is in Christ ; it is commun icated by the Spirit of God; 
it becomes yours by faith in Jesus Christ. The record of 
the \Vord is, 11 Whosoever bclievcth that Jesus is the Christ, 
1s born of God" (I John v. r). 
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The Fowler of St. Kllda; 
OH, 

11 

I DIE IN TIIE FAITH OF TIJE GOSPEL.'' 

T
HE lone isle of St. I<ildn, Jifly miles north-west of the 

J-Icbridcs, lashed by the stormy waves of the North
Atlantic Ocean, is inhabited by from seventy to a

hundred rugged islanders, who depend on the fish which at 
some seasons they catch, and the eggs which at other times 
they gather on the cliffs, for a livelihood. Cut off from the 
outer world for over seven months of the year, their only 
mode of communic:1 tion is by means of messages encJosed 

TUC •• PilLUJfENT" OF BT, RILDA. 

in bottles, encased in small dug out wooden boats, con1mitted 
to the sea during a north-westerly wind, to drift to the 
North Hebrjdes, or if it misses them, to Norway. Some­
times they receive such messages from the \Vestem world 
and from passing vessels in a similar way, which are eagerly 
ticked up and read jn the hearing of the whole communjty.
n the single nan·ow street consisting of about twenty-five 

roughly built stone houses, the island " Parliament," 
consisting of all the men of the island, meets, on stated 
occasions, or when anything special demands their 
assembling together. 
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Th� Fowler of St. Kilda. 

It was a sad event among the islanders that brought 
them together on a bleak November morning many years 
ago, which is still related in the Gaelic tongue to the coming 
race, around the ., ingleside." 

An aged fowler and his only son, went down a steep 
precipice by a single rope, in search of birds' eggs. After 
they had been some time in their dangerous position, the 
son was horrified to see the rope by which they were sus­
pended being gradually cut through on the sharp edge of 
a projecting rock, and fearing it might not hold until both 
had climbed beyond the weakened part, he urged upon 
his father to ascend, a proposal to which the old man 
demurred, saying that he was old and of little more use 
in the island, urging his son to ascend first. To this the 
brave youth replied, '' No, father, you must go, and if I 
have to perish here, I die in the faith of the Gospel, trusting 
in the merits of Jesus Christ whose blood cleanseth from 
all sin." The aged father reached the summit in safety; 
then the son began his perilous ascent ; but alas! the rope 
chafed upon the sharp rock and stretched under the father's 
weight, snapped, precipitating the brave young fowler who 
had so brightly confessed his faith in the Saviour, into the 
deep sea below. There was many a tear shed by the warm 
hearted St. Kildans over that young man's death. It may 
be his fine testimony to the power of the Gospel, in giving 
peace and fortitude in the prospect of death, was used of 
God in blessing to them. Whether livipg on a lone isle 
or in the busy city, it is good to be ready to die, ready to 
meet God at any hour. I hope you are, reader. The only 
passport to eternal glory is the precious blood of Chri .,t 
trusted in for salvation, and the fitness needed to be there 
is found in being born of God, by believing on the Name 
of His Son Jesus Christ (John i. 12, 14). There is on 
other way of salvation, no other means of being ready 
to die and pass unto ., the bright inheritance of saints." 

The Finished Work of Christ. 

Ood 10 loved the worlJ that scorn'd Him, 
That. He 1eot Ilia �on; 

Juu, cama to euk and eave U&-­
And thrit work 111 done ! 

All I• done,J'l'"l •H l1 finl1hed,
All the eb 11 pa.liJ ; 

On the LAmb who dll'd for 11lunen, 
All our rullt WILlf lnld� 
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11 You Personally Need to be Born Again." 

F
OR thirty-two years 1 had been connected with an evangelical 

denomination and took an active part in promoting the various 
schemes in connection with it. Our minister preached the 

usually accepted doctrines of grace, and evidently believed all the 
congregation to be Christians, judging from the way he addressed 
us. H anything was said to those in need of reformation of life 
it was during special " missions" for the reaching of those in our 
district who were supposed to have no religion, with a view of 
bringing them under what were spoken of as " the ordinances of 
the Gospel." I considered myself a very fair Christian, not perhaps 
up to lhe highest level of a few who were regarded as " patterns " 
to the rest, but at least as consistent in life as the most of the general 
members. So far as I remember, there was nothing in the preaching 
to cause us to think that we lacked the one thing needful. While 
our JUinister was away on his Summer holiday, a preacher from a 
nei�hbouring town filled the pulpit. His sermons were of an 
entirely different character from those of our own minister, and 
were not weU received, some of the members saying " they were 
not for a congregation like ours." His third discourse was on 
"The New Birth," from John iii. 5, and he told us that church 
members, office-bearers, and workers, all needed to be born again, 
before they could be " true children of God or living members of 
the Church." He finished that sermon by saying, " You are all 
sinners by nature, in the sight of God ruined and lost, and you 
personally need to be born again." There was a lot of disapproval 
expressed on lhat saying, but 1 felt in my conscience that it was 
perfectly true. It was the first thing to make me think of my state 
before God, and although it took more to convince me that I was 
only a lifeless professor, witboul Christ, that was the word which 
went as God's arrow to my sleeping conscience. In the mercy of 
God I discovered my need, and learned that God had met it in 
giving His Son (John iii. 16), whom I received as my personal 
Saviour, trusliog in His merits alone for my salvation. I have 
found the greatest enemies of the Gospel to be those who have only a 
name to live. See whether you have known this new birth, rf'ader. 

Tho Beglnnln11 or Spiritual Lire. 

Eternal life is found alone, 
In God's beloved Son; 

It comes to sinners through the work 
\¥hicb He for them hath done. 

Relying on His precious blood, 
Which clearusetb £com all sin 

The Spirit doth new We��;!: 
Tbey know ita power withi�.-
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The Brevity of Earthly Life,, 

T
o the Bible question, " \Vhat is your life?" (James fv.

14), the answer is immediately given, "It is even as
n. vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then

vanishcth away." The simile is simple, its meaning is 
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clear. Like the cloud , of

vapour that appears for� a 
moment and quickly melts
away, so pass away men's 
lives from this mortal scene. 
Life is likened elsewhere to a 

��shadow on the wall declin­
ing, to a flower of the field 
dee a ying, to a weaver's 

shuttle flying swiftly, to a swift ship that leaves time's · : 
shore, antl last of all to a thread ready to be cut off, with 
the blade. sharpened and about .to sever it, leaving the 
body in death's cold grasp, while the soul goes forth to 
its future dwelling place. And this brief life, so frail, so 
transient, so uncertain, is the only period of human exist­
ence in which the soul's relation to God, to Christ, to 
salvation, to judgment, can be settled. At death its state 
is fixed, it can .never be altered then. Reader, what are 
you n1aking of your life? How are you using it? \Vhat 
is your relation to God and to Eternity to-day? Are you 
living as though this world was to be your home? Are 
you ready to leave it at a moment's notice? 
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Brave Eddie. 
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Cha.rile Coulaon. 
Old Green. 
Minnie and Ben, 
Keroda, the Indian. 
Saved and Happy, 
Youn1& Me.rtyra, 
Badlcon the Brave, 

Jlrcl)I� 61bSOII 
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Pictorial Reward Books for the Young 

1n 1rac1ts or Grace

'' Precious Stones '' Series 
of Pkture Narrative Books 

TIM 
f,O\\ l R 
111 the 

CIW� 

for Old and Young. Nicely bound in 

Leatherette, with Titles printed in Gold 
and Colours. 

Make excellent Gifts. Full of the Gospel. 

Jasper Joys 

Gems of Grace 

Pearls of Peace 

Jewels of Gold 

Rubles of Redemption 

Diamonds of Decision 

Evergreen Emeralds 

Heavenly Sapphires 

Sure Anchors Miracles of Grace 

Perfect Peace Remarkable Conversions 

� ...... ---___.. 4d, for 3d each. 12 (assorted), JS;

25 (assorted), ss 6d. Post Free. 

'' Apples of Gold '' Series. 
Gift Books for Boys and Girls. 

Bound in White Leatherette, with Coloured Designs 
on Front Gilt Titles. True Gospel Narratives 

and Pictures. 
3d each neL 12 Assorted, 3/, Post Free. 

50 for 5/6, Post Free. 
The Oood Shepherd Safely Sheltered 
The Land Af ar Happy Memories 
Apples of Oold Sunshine Stories 
Love Strong as Death Won t o  Christ 
Robed in White Healing Leaves 
Crowns of Glory Across the Waves 
Little Stars The Sure Refuge 

"Sunny Lives." 
A Companion Serles to above. Same style of 

Bindil11. Floral De1i1ns on Front. Leatherette 
Cover. 5d each neL 12 Assorted, S/, Post Free. 

Faithful and Pearlesa Life's Early Morn 
Tiny Tale■ Brlrhtest Years 
Vounr Heroes Noble Deeds 
Youn&' Pilrrlms Sunny Lives 
Sunny Stories Beautiful Home 

The '' Old, Old Story " Series. 
In Art Pictorial Coven. All well Illuatrated. Full or pointed and interesting Gospel Narn-

tlves. Good for 1endln1 Into the Homes or the People. For Old and Youn1. 
TropblH of Mercy. Anchors of Hope. The Way to Heaven. 
Redeemlnr Orace. Cha'rt and Compu■• Ooodly Words. 
Oreat Salvation. Love Divine. Rays of Orace. 

Orace for the Oullty. And Sixteen other uu .. 

Thre.cpence Ee.ch. Sli booka, h Id (po■t, 11 4d); 12 bookl, 11 (post, 21 S,d). 
lo quaotJtia for diltrlbutlon--25, 41 9d; so, 91; 100, 171 8d, P01t Free . 
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Special Gospel Volumes. 
Two I landaome Volumu of Purely Guepel Narr&• 

tivea. lllu1tratcd. Clot.h Boarda, 1/6, for 1/1 (by potl, 1/'6),
Three bookl. 3/6: 12 Cuaortcd)1 1>/•. Poat fret. 

Throw out the Llfe Line t o �ove the Perlahlna. 
The Glorious Gospel, for All Men of All Natlo11.1.

Four Pictorial Books for Young Folks. 
Boards, 1/- each. 6 for 5/6. 12 for 10/•, Poat Free.

Bible Stories, in Picture. Prose, and Verse. 
Gospel Recitations and Dialogues for Boys and Girla.
Gospel Object Lessons and Pictorial Gospel Talk•.
Blackboard Lessons and Embl• matic Gospel.

Lives of Noble Witnesses 
DonaJd Ross, Pioneer Evangelist, 1/6 for 1/2
Charles Morton, English boy Evangelist, 1/6 ., l/2
A Modern Priscilla: A Devoted Life, 1/6 .. 112
James Campbell, a Labourer for God, 1/- 9d 
Samuel Blowt Preacher and Soul-winner, 1/- .. 9d
Jeanie Gilchrist, Missionary to Africa, 1/- .. 9d
Wm. Quarrier, the Orphans' Friend, 1/· .. 9d
Geor.te Brea.ley, or Always Abounding 2/- .. 1/:5

The Eight Books fer 6/6, post free anywhere. 

Standard Books at Special Prices. 
What Little Hands Ca.n Do. Bible Stories told to Young People. Cloth, 2/, for 1/6
The Land AJar on. Tour through Palestine, . 3/6, ,. 2/ 
An Old Roman City, A Story of Early Martyrs and Noble Witnesses, • 2/, .. 1/2 
The Story of Christianity in Scotland, - I/, .. 9d
Litht from Bible Mountains, By K. M. STUART, • 2,6, .. 1/
Garen.tanze, East and West. By F. S. ARNOT, • 1/, .. 8d
Punrooty; or, Gospel Work in India, - 1/6, .. 6d
The Travellers' Guide from Death to Life, Cloth Boards, 116, .. lOd
Sale Under the Blood, a capital Gospel Book, by WM . .REI o. Cloth, • 1/-, ., 8d
Grace and Truth. hy W. P. MACKAY. Clo th (abridged), 1/6 for 1od; Complete, 21-, .. 1/3
A.n Ev&n�elist's Travels in the Far East, by Jos. E DUTTON, 1/6, ,. I/•
Winning and Warning. Gocpel Talkt to a Girls' Bible Class, - 1/6, .. IO<l 
Grace Triumphant. Short Gospel Paptrs, lllustr:ued, 116, ., 9d

Bright Stories for the Young. 
Gos"pel Stories for Children. Brightly written and well

lllust..-ated. Just the thing for handing out at Children's
Treats, etc. JO aorta. Fully lllust rated, in Enamelled Covers.

Twopence Ea.ch, 
� (oaorted). 5s 6d: so. 7•; 100, 21 6d. pos t free.

Choice Treasures for Boys and Girls. 
Twenty lund1. True Stories and Narratives ol Grace.

Well lllustnucd. One Penny Each. 
2S (uaortcdl, 2s; so do., 5s 9d: JOO, 7• 6d; 200, 2s 6d.

Scripture Stories in Prose and Verse 
A New Series of Books containing Bible Stories for the

Youns, in Prose and Verse. 12 different boob in the Series. 
One .Penny �a.ch. 

15, 2/; So, 519 ; 100, 7/6, P011 Fret.

"Water of Life," Series fJr 1�':���
t

C:nd��:.
Short G01p1l Article. Two-Coloured Cover. One Ha.11-
pcnny, 8d per dozen; 100, 5/9; :JDO, 7/, post fr� 

GOLDEN GLEAMS. A Nnr Serla or H.ALl'nNNY lU\1ST'llATID CosraL Boou.sn
ror CbiJdnm. ea.er Printed ln ColouTL One Halfpenny nch. 15 lamorud). la. roo,
511 9d. DI. 7L POlt Fra.
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Specially adapted for Gifts and Rewards for Young and Old. 
The "Young Folks" Pocket Bible.-Clear Pearl Type, neatly bound,

Special Pages. Cloth, Red Edges, 8d (Post, 10d); Cloth, Gilt Edges, 10d
(Post, 1/1); French Moocco, Gilt, 1/ (Post 1/�); Morocco, Flaps, 2/, for
1/6 (Post free, 1/9) ; with Thumb Index, 2/6. Illustrated Edition, bound
in Red Morocco, gilt, 1 /6. 

The II Young Folks" School Bib!e.-Bold Nonpareil Type, Strong 
Binding, Easily Carried, Special Pages. Cloth, Red Edges, 1/ (Post, 1/3); 
Cloth, GiJt Edges, 1 /3 (Post, I /6); French Seal, Gilt, 2/; Morocco, Flaps, 2/6 

The II Young Folks" Reference. Bible.-Clear Pearl Type, Pocket Size, 
Good References, Original Helps. French Morocco, Gilt, 2/ ; French 
Morocco, Flaps and Band, 3/; Persian Morocco, Flaps, Lined, 5/. 

The "Central Reference" Bible.-Very neatly bound in French Morocco, 
yapp and Band ; Clear Type ; Central References. Gilt edges, size, si4"
by .J¾" by fi", 2/6 for 1/11 (by post, 2/2). India Paper edition, Aleutlnan 
Morocco; leather lined, 7 /6 for 5/; Persian, yapp, 10/ for 7 /. 

The "Thumb Index" Bible.-New Thumb Index cut into edges; French 
Morocco; yapped. Pearl Type, 2/6; Pearl Type, with References, 3/; 
Ruby Type, with references, 3/6; Emerald, with references, 3/9. 

The II Favourite" Reference Bible.-Size, 7" by 4�'' by I", just the right 
size for a gentleman's pocket; w,eight, 12 ozs. Printed on Oxford India 
Paper; French Morocco Binding, with Flaps, Gilt. Special Value

} 
7/6

for 4/6, Post Free; Persian Morocco Binding, Kid Lined, Flaps, I 5 for
9/6; Best Levant Binding, 24/ for 17 /G, post free. 

The "Helpful" Reference Bible -Emerald Type; Oxford India Paper; 
61'3" by 4¼" by¼"; Helps and Hints by well-known Teachers. French
Morocco, yapp, 10/6 for 7/11; Persian Morocco, yapp, 15/6 for 11/8; 
Turkey Morocco, yapp, 21 /6 for 16/2; fl nest Levant Morocco, 30/ for 22/6. 

The 11 'Workers" Pocket Bible.-The Smallest Readable Bible lssued. 
Very Light, Fine India Paper, ½" thick, Helps to Christian Workers, 
Morocco, Gilt, 2/; Morocco, Flaps, 3/; with Thumb Index, 3/6; Morocco,
Flaps, Lined, 4/; Persian Morocco, Silk Sewn, 5/. 

The O Neat" Pocket Bible.-New, Size, 4¼" by 3"1 Clear, Plain Type, 
Splendid Gift for Young Folks. Rutland Morocco, Gilt, 2/; Morocco, 
Flaps, Gilt, 2/6: Fine Grained Morocco, Flaps, 3/; Persian, Lined, 5/.

TESTAMENTS FOR YOUNG FOLKS, 
'1 Vcat Pockol" Testament, Smallest, Thin Morocco, IOd; Flaps, 1/3; in Cast•, 

l /6. The 11Salvation" Testament, Red Marked, 1 /, l /6; Morocco, Flaps, 
2/. Thu "Marked" Testament, Cloth, 4d, 8d, I/; Morocc.o, 1/4, 1)8, 2/·
Pocket Teatamcnt, Neat, Red l!dgcs, 5d • Cloth Gd; Morocco, 9d, I J
fllnr,1

1 I /6. Lurce Type Testumtint, Clolh, 8d; GIit, 10d; Leather, 1/G.
f'ntl P'tn lo any Atldrcu. (),.11111111• IIJu,tnlctrl Ll,t ma 11wlli.111llu11. 
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