





He finally made it

The Scripture Reader followed up his contact at a
restricted camp. The young man showed an
increased understanding of the truth each time they
talked together. He began by saying “I know I
ought to be a Christian” and then progressed to
saying “When ’'m alone, thinking, I want to be”
and then "I would like to be” until finally sitting
in the Reader’s car he exclaimed I will be.”

That response made all the difference. Hé needs
prayer for a deep assurance of God’s work within
him, especially as he has now moved to a new
location. The Reader found encouragement in his
parting remark. Having suggested that they might
mect again in England the soldier repliesd ““If not
over there, then up there.”

Your prayers are appreciated as another year’s

work commences among the men and women of the
Army and Royal Air Force. Pray with us that many
will come to the young man’s decision *‘I will be a
Christian.”

Further details of the work of SASRA can be
obrajned from their General Secretary on application
at 75|79 High Street, Aldershot, Hants, GUII 1BY.

THE SOLDIERS’ AND AIRMEN'S
SCRIPTURE READERS ASSOCIATION

éELF—CATERING FACILITIES FOR HIRE
Beautifully situated and fully-equipped accommodation
ate, .,

CARROTY WOOD—TONBRIDG‘E-—KEIYTI

Woodland L r
Lodge

(heated)

for 40

persons

I(aso Outback Camp for 20 persouns with own gquipment)
CLIMPING—LITTLEHAMPTON—SUSSEX
Seaside Camp for 80 persons
HALLS GREEN—SEVENOAKS—KENT
Adventure Centre (heated) for 66 persons
Managed by evangelical Christian trust

Apply to: Barnabas Trust (H1)
Carroty Wood, Higham Lane,
Tonbridge. TIN11 9QX
phone Tonbridge 354690

" Barnabas Trust

THAT WONDROUS

L | - .
by David Craig

‘That Wondrous Name’ deals with eight distinct tities of Christ

|. lesus—Jehovah

2. Jesus—Saviour

. Jesus-—The Annointed Prophet, Priest and King

4. Jesus—The Lord

5. Jesus—The Mediator

6. Jesus—The Shepherd

7. Jesus-—The Lamb

B. Jesus—The Root and Offspring of David, the Bright and

the Morning Star

the Author's widow states in the Preface ‘That the
s curﬁpleted is to rme an excraordinary thing, accom-
pus'hed only with the heip of God’, and, *his last will and testament
tG the Church of God and the worid'. Those who remember the
warimih ©f David Craig's oral ministry, will find 'That Wondrous
Naine’ a breaih from the past.

A devotional study on Titles of Christ
OAVI\D CRAIG was born in Lanarkshire, Secotland, in 1902 the son
of a Coal Mminer.

He went to Irefand in 1926 and after three years secular employ~
ment in a laciory near Ahoghill, Co. Anirim; he was commended
£6 full time evangelical work.

After the secsnd world war invitaticns to preach the gospel and
minisier the Word of Ged came from other parts of Gt. Britain,
Canada and the U.5.A. He also visited Europe.

During the 1960°s he developed a compiexity of illnesses and
retired freim his preaching ministry in 1973,

He published the COAT OF MANY COLOURS in 1975 and rom-
pieted \:m: maiuscript for the present book a few monchs before
he was ralled home in July 1977.

Price £1.85. By post £2.05

JOHIN RITCHIE, LTD., 40 Beansburn, Kilmarnock KA3
IRH

LONDON GITY MISSION
Weekend Gonferences at:

Pilgrim Hall, Uckfield,
Sussex
March 23rd to 25th, 1979

Inclusive charge £11.50
The YWGA, Greystones,
Republic of Ireland
April 27th to 29th, 1979

Inclusive charge £7.50

Missionary Speakers-Soundstrips-Exhibitions

All welcome-write at once to book

175 TOWER BRIDGE ROAD. SE1 2AH
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seeking to meet social, spiritual and psychological
needs. Many of these seem insurmountable because
of the overwhelming pressures of life in the area.

Race and Education

Over the past few years ‘In Contact’ has been en-
gaged in a ministry of encouraging and helping
Christians to understand the immigrant community
and the inner city. This has involved writing,
lecturing, advising etc. As ‘In Contact’ has grown,
so the need to continue and increase this important
aspect of the ministry has become apparent. In
response to much prayer the Lord has sent Mr.
Malcolm Martin, a former graduate of Reading
University and a surveyor, and Elizabeth Treglown,
a former nursery nurse, to join ‘In Contact’ and to
develop this aspect of the work. They plan to produce
educational material, filmstrips etc. and to build up
a resource library.

One of their first tasks is to organise a week of
prayer for immigrants and the inner city titled
‘Making Peace’. This will be a nationwide event for
churches both in the inner city and the suburbs, and
will seek to focus attention on those in need. The
dates are 11-18 February 1979. [

(Details can be obtained from ‘In Contact’, St.
Andrews Road, London E13-Tel. 01-474 0743)

Professor Bruce Asks

H.M. Carson, in his book Farewell to Angli-
canism (p. 125), makes this interesting remark:
‘The weakness, as I see it, of the Brethren
breaking of bread is the absence of a sustained
exposition of the Word by a teaching elder
who has been given gifts by the Spirit for this
purpose. The ideal gathering for the worshipping
community on the Lord’s Day, and one that
would approximate best to a Biblical pattern,
would be one which combined both these
features—the freedom of the breaking of bread
and the strong emphasis . . . of a regular and
sustained exposition of the Word of God.’
There are places where an attempt is made to
make this twofold provision. Do readers think
that Mr. Carson has put his finger on a real
weakness ?

Correspondence, please, to the Editor at 18
King’s Avenue, Carshalton, Surrey, SM5 4NX
by 15 February.

choice is yours.

KA30 8RP. Phone: Largs (0475) 672084,

THINKING OF HOLIDAYS?

—then book in at Netherhall. Open Monday to Friday April, May and October. Full weeks June to
September. Easter Weekend from £19.20. Relax in our spacious grounds or go touring with us—the

Send stamp for coloured brochure to G. W. Beattie, Manager (H), Netherhall, Largs, Scotland,

Sauna

Heated swimming pool
Putting Green
Outdoor draughts
Practice Golf Area

* % % % %

THE PLACE HOTEL

} St. Columb Minor, Newquay, Cornwall
Accommodation for 70 guests.

% Solarium for sunshine when dull outside
* Tennis Court

* Leisure Complex with Table Tennis, Etc.
* Bowls

*  Ministry by well-known speakers

Open May to September

All correspondence re bookings from Ist November to st May to
The Manager, The Place Hotel, 19 Kelvin Grove, Chessington, Surrey, Telephone: 01 397 2970
After Ist May 1979 ali calls and correspondence:
The Place Hotel, St. Columb Minor, Newquay, Cornwall. Telephone: Newquay 5880
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nature of his or her new found faith.

It is good to discover such a spiritually refeshing
paperback on the Fourth Gospel. The text makes easy
reading; the style is crisp, and there is no unnecessary
verbiage. The author devotes but a little space to intro-
duction. The reader will look in vain for argument
about authorship. Allen Blair accepts without question
the authorship of John, the son of Zebedee. Then too, he
unquestionably accepts a late dating, in the context of
early Gnosticism, declaring that it was written when
‘ruth had been perverted and the deity of Christ had
been questioned’.

The exposition is contained in ninety six short chapters
each covering about seven verses. Each chapter is
prefaced by an arresting title, e.g. 1: 1-5, ‘The Mighty
Christ’; 4: 16-30, ‘The Joyful Realisation’; 19: 38-42,
‘Love’s Tender Care’; 21: 15-17, ‘Unreserved Surrender’.
The many spiritual lessons are clearly and skilfully
expressed. The test of any commentary on the Fourth
Gospel is to be found in the way it expounds the Pro-
logue. Simply, yet profoundly Allen Blair has dealt with
the fundamentals of the great passage. He rightly sees
a threefold relationship of Christ, to the Father, to crea-
tion, and to men. Similarly the author has plumbed the
depths of the many other classic passages of the Gospel,
such as the dialogue with Nicodemus; the discourse with
the woman at the well, the ‘High Priestly Prayer’, and
the resurrection narrative. The author has paid close
attention to the wording of the text; where he feels the
A.V. needs amendment or clarification we find it, such
asin 1: 5, where ‘apprehend’ is substituted for ‘compre-
hend’, and ‘son’ for ‘children’ in 1: 12. Many readers
will be disappointed to find no bibliography for further
reading. Those whose interest in the Fourth Gospel is
stimulated by Allen Blair’s commentary, alas, are
given no guidance for continued study.

Review by Dr. Kingsley G. Rendell.

CHRIST—PRESENT AND COMING Rudolf Schnack-
enburg. S.P.C.K. 1978. 72 pp. £1.50. (paperback).

The author of these four Advent ‘meditations’ is a
prominent Roman Catholic New Testament scholar at
the University of Wiirzburg, several of whose works are
available in English. His expensive paperback unfor-
tunately gives an impression of hasty publication: the
translation by Edward Quinn is occasionally clumsy, the
few references to other books are unstandardized, and
each page presents a ragged appearance because of
gimmicky ‘unjustified’ type-setting.

The contents,’however, belie their packaging. This is
no superficial devotional book. It tackles the ‘signs of
the times’ (its original German title) in a manner which
emphatically demands thought. Schnackenburg adopts
the presuppositions of modern critical orthodoxy, but
nothing he says seems particularly ‘Catholic’; indeed, his
English publishers do not mention his denominational
affiliation, no doubt correctly assessing the volume as
acceptable to all varieties of Christians.

Each meditation carefully considers a New Testament
passage and draws lessons from it relevant to the present
day. Schnackenburg links Christ’s three comings (the
incarnation, His present coming to and in believers, and
the ‘Second Coming’), delineating the middle ground
between a quietist faith which opts out of society because
its hope lies exclusively in the Second Coming, and the
faith which seeks to bring in the Kingdom of God solely
through active sociopolitical commitment. While he

opposes a ‘pie in the sky when we die’ attitude, Schnack-
enburg preserves inviolate the Christian hope of a future
which is God’s. He sees Jesus as subduing apocalyptic
dreams by pointing to what is to be done in the present,
secure in the certainty that the future belongs to His
Father. ‘Hope’, he affirms, ‘is part of what is distinctively
Christian’ (p. 41), and it calls us to action.
Schnackenburg’s unobtrusive learning roots all he
says here firmly in Scripture. I found this a thoroughly
rewarding book.
Review by Dr. A. G. Newell

YOUR KINGDOM COME C. Leslie Mitton. Mowbrays.
151 pp. 95p. (paperback).

Time was when religious paperbacks were solely of a
light nature. An era of theologically weighty paperbacks
has dawned, of which this book is one. Dr. Mitton sur-
veys the theme of the kingdom of God in the New Test-
ament. His most provocative assertion is that Jesus did
not proclaim a Second Coming and never understood
God’s kingdom in such apocalyptic terms. Rather, his
interpreters in the early Church, including the Evangelists
and Paul, misrepresented the teaching of Jesus at this
point. The author argues that apocalyptic statements of
Jesus in the Gospels are re-interpretations of non-
apocalyptic material.

This scholarly work has to be read in the light of
academic debate concerning the kingdom. Did Jesus
view it as primarily fulfilled in his ministry and in that of
his disciples or in a catastrophic event in the future, the
Parousia? For the author apocalyptic, with all it entails,
is a naughty word, to be dropped from the Christian’s
theological vocabulary.

This is Dr. Mitton’s negative contribution. But there
are other, positive conclusions, which all protagonists in
the debate must take into account. He works methodi-
cally through all the NT material concerning the kingdom
of God/heaven and discusses it in the light of each con-
text. The kingdom is in general defined as ‘God asserting
his right to rule over human life and demonstrating his
power to overthrow all powers hostile to his purposes
and to subdue them to his will’ (p. 4). Stress is laid upon
the contemporary fulfilment of the kingdom in the minis-
try of Jesus and upon its future outworking both among
his followers, as they continue his ministry, and in
heaven. Those who would claim that the kingdom means
more than this cannot easily deny -these aspects ably
shown to be present in Jesus’ teaching. There is a fas-
cinating demonstration of the rich diversity to be found
in the Gospels, each Evangelist having his particular
emphases.

Interestingly the charismatic movement is viewed as
one modern way of recapturing part of what Jesus
meant by the kingdom, that ‘God in his Holy Spirit
is eager to break into human lives and cleanse, renew and
empower them. . . But by itself this can all too easily
become an unbalanced presentation of the message of
Jesus, unless closely co-ordinated into it is an equal
emphasis on righteousness and Jesus as Lord’ (p. 143),
other themes which are regular concomitants of the
kingdom in NT thinking.

This clearly written analysis of a complex subject is a
significant contribution to an ongoing debate, and readers
will find themselves drawn in to challenge and be challen-
ged. The name of G. E. Ladd might usefully be inserted
into the bibliography.

Review by Dr. Leslie C. Allen, London Bible College
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element, since they are not paid for it. The coffee
plantation is the only place where they can earn cash.
What is the answer to these problems? Should they
avoid attempts at having commercial enterprises to

help finance Christian training institutions? Should they
think only in terms of what students can grow to keep

themselves ?

U.C.C.F.

The Christian Unions in the Universities and Colleges
are about to launch a large number of evangelistic
missions. The U.C.C.F. which links the CUs together,
reports twenty-four missions this term.

All of these hope to reach many unchurched people
and there is much interest expressed already. The

first aim is to get the gospel clearly presented to those
who would not otherwise hear. For this purpose the
smaller informal meetings can be as effective as the
larger meetings. In all of them the chief workers are
the CU members who can reach their friends assisted
by the main speaker and a varying number of assistant

missioners.

Home-Calls

Thomas Clark Hope on 16th January, aged 77. His
father was a founder-member of the Bethany
Assembly at Houghton-Le-Spring, where he spent
almost all his life, being, over many years, successively
secretary and treasurer. His home was a centre of
Christian hospitality (see December 1978 issue, where
the homecall of his wife Millie was recorded).

Edith Stephens on 10th January, aged 71, only six
months after the homecall of her husband Harold, at
the age of 75. Both were converted in 1933 at Cottage
Meetings held in their home village and were baptised
in the village stream by the late Welsh evangelist,
John Dan Jones. They were in fellowship at the
Evangelistic Hall, Tycroes, Ammanford, for 45 years,
where for many years Mr. Stephens was an elder.

In earlier years, until they moved nearer to the Assem-
bly, they would walk 4 miles each way, whatever the
weather, across country to all the assembly meetings.
They had the joy of seeing all the children converted
and in fellowship.

Excellent food and accommoda-
tion.
Mockridge & Roberts, North-
field Road, Telephone 2594
MINEHEAD

OAKFIELD BEAUVALE HOUSE
CHRISTIAN EVENTIDE

Beautifully situated Christian HOME

Guest House, close to sea and MOORGREEN,

bordering Exmoor National Park. NEWTHORPE NOTTS.

Details available from:
Mr. K. J. RILEY
Superintendent

Telephone: Langley Mill 2045

ﬁ

GHELSTON
BIBLE COLLEGE

NEW MILTON, Hampshire
Principal:

Dr. F. A. Hudson, Th.M.
SPECIALIZING IN SHORT
COURSES
ONE YEAR COURSE—
comprehensive
ONE TERM COURSES—
Bible Training
Leadership
Missionary

Men and Women, married
couples and families accepted

rospPectus sent on request

ALCOMBE HOUSE
MINEHEAD

offers a happy homely holiday,

good food and fellowship. We

are on the fringe of glorious
Exmoor. SAE to:

Mr. & Mrs. K. Dewey
Tel. 0643 2725

Furnished Holiday cottege in
same grounds.

WESTHILL COLLEGE
SELLY OAK
BIRMINGHAM, B29 6LL

Principal: Alan G. Bamford, M.Ed. FRSA.

LECTURER IN EDUCATION

Applications are invited, for appointment as Lecturer in Education,
from qualified teachers with substantial experience of teaching in
the infant school and, if possible, some experience of nursery
teaching. She/he should also have advanced qualifications in pro-
fessional studies, e.g. D.C.P./M.Ed.

She/he will join a team of five colleagues teaching Curriculum and
Teaching Studies in the B.Ed. degree course. A considerable part
of this work will include the study of language across the curriculum
in the First School (3-9) age band. In addition, the organisation and
supervision of teaching practice in schools will be a major commit-
ment. There will also be involvement in in-service courses, including
the B.Ed. degree for serving teachers.

It is hoped to make the appointment with effect from Ist September
1979, or as soon as possible thereafter.

Salary will be according to the Lecturer |} scales of the Burnham
F.E. Report.

Further information about the appointment and the mode of
application should be obtained as soon as possible please from the
Principal.

HOLIDAYS

NEW FOREST

AND

SOUTH COAST

Chelston Bible College
available for self-catering house
parties up to 30 persons.

Carpeted, H. & C. Car Park
Central heating throughout

New Milton, Hampshire
BH25 6JB

Tel. 042 5610214

BIBLE PLACE TOURS
FOR BIBLE BASED PEOPLE

IRISH BAPTIST

COLLEGE
(EVANGELICAL) S RA
CoursBes Ieadirbg to_l:_ I E L
.D. or Dip.Th. of Queen's
University - £298 12 days
Certificate in Theological July 7 August 4
Studies £175 8 days
Certificate in Pastoral oM h
Studies arc
Christian Service Certificate Evangelical Leaders
(I or 2 year) ROME/POMPEII/PARIS
For prospectus write or Coach tour Ju|y 29
telephone

Irish Baptist College,,
67 Sandown Road,
Belfast, BT5 6GU

TOURS 83 PROSPECT
; ROAD, ~ SOUTHBOROUGH,
Tel. (0232) 655554 or 22303 TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT.
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Some assembly programmes of pre-arranged subjects
k like a university curriculum (is this where the idea came

rom?). We must remember that not all the Lord’s people are
academics. Also this pre-arranging of subjects could become
a device for evading uncomfortable ministry, denying the
Holy Spirit the opportunity to surprise us!

It also needs to be emphatically stated that having a series
of subjects is nor a ‘Biblical pattern’. There is no scriptural
evidence that the Lord or the apostles or their associates ever
preached in this fashion.

A practical example

Mr. Brian Elliott replies:

I think that H. M. Carson is making a very pertinent point
when seeing a link between the breaking of Bread service and
exposition of the Word of God. The recognition of a connec-
tion between the two is not, in my opinion, widely recognised
in assemblies today.

Three years ago we made, as elders in a small rural assembly,
an attempt to achieve and blend Bible teaching with the remem-
brance of the Lord Jesus. The move over to a Sunday morning
family Gospel service provided the opportunity to replan
the evening gathering. After some experimentation the Lord’s
people found the following arrangements particularly helpful:

6.30-7.15 Bible teaching

(Preceded and followed by a Hymn and a

prayer)
7.20 The table is placed in a central position and
some chairs rearranged
7.25-8.00 Breaking of Bread
Changeovers are not simple, even in a small assembly, and
need prayer and exercise. With love and understanding a
pattern can be developed which meets the needs of the assem-
bly. I emphasize this latter point because our changes did
not suit all the dear brethren from other assemblies who have
ministered the word here over the years. Several in fact asked
to be relieved of existing commitments—'I cannot serve God
inthe Gospel until I have been to the Table.’
The benefits of combining ministry with the Breaking of
Bread service are:
1. Ministry sets believers in the attitude to remember the
Lord. We don’t have to ‘turn worship on’ at 11.00 a.m.
2. Some saints who cannot get to weeknight ministry
meetings get spiritual food.
3. Elders, with a teaching gift, are able to give systematic
teaching on fundamental doctrine and practice.
4. TP;’:I I_Hor'd’s Day finishes on a high spot with sweet thoughts
of Him!

A narrow view of teaching?

Mr. Arthur Henderson replies:

Acts 2: 42 gives four objectives for believers’ meetings, not
mentioning evangelistic and pastoral purposes, so it is not
surprising that most assemblies arrange some meetings with
two or more major objectives. However, if an assembly
chooses to combine a ‘breaking of bread’ service with the
didactic exposition of the Word (‘apostles doctrine’), it
should not be for the reasons suggested by H. M. Carson in

€ passage quoted, for he seems to be making four question-
able assumptions; viz.

(1) that there is weakness in the freedom to participate

(11) that there is no other opportunity for Bible study

(iii) that the best way for every believer to understand the
Word is to listen passively at length to one person’s
explanation

(iv) that the spiritual gift of teaching is evidenced mainly by
the skills of intellectual analysis and clear fluent expres-
sion.

On (i), I find that ‘breaking of bread’ is quite an adequate
objective for a meeting, but frequently I am learning incident-
ally in such a meeting, with greater impact than in a ‘ministry’
meeting.

On (ii), if the assembly takes its Bible study seriously, it
must offer a variety of methods to match the range of ages,
experience, interests, and literacy, not forgetting that each
member is today exercising considerable choice in the way
he receives ideas—in print, in sound, and on screen. The
compulsory sermon is bound to give limited help.

(ii1) and (iv) present a very narrow view of teaching. In the
last year I have interviewed many teachers (of management
subjects) who have told me the skills they have tried to develop.
While some try to lecture in an entertaining, challenging, and
relevant way, nearly always trying to get some reponse from
their audience, others deliberately eschew this dominant
expert role because it diminishes the responsibility a learner
must take for his own learning if it is ever to become part
of his own thinking and behaviour. Instead, these teachers
become more self-etfacing, more available, more patient, more
supportive, more open, and more flexible than the lecturer,
even though their efforts may be unappreciated by those who
distribute rewards. Can we discern such a variety of teaching
gifts in the assemblies? Not many of those who minister to me
are in the conference-speaker category.

No, Mr. Carson has not put his finger on a real weakness.
Perhaps as a cleric he does not really understand how a church
can operate without one designated leader. Formerly an
Anglican, he seems to be yearning for the nonconformist
sermon which inspired and helped many in former years. I
suggest the place for sermonising in today’s Western society
is a much smaller one and should not be introduced into the
‘breaking of bread’service unless it is planned to be supportive
of remembrance and worship rather than restrictive.

Dr. Carson is correct

Myr. H. L. Ellison replies:

A little observation should convince all but the biassed
that Dr. Carson’s criticism is correct. During the past forty
years there has been a steady increase in the number of
assemblies where there is a regular ministry of the Word
associated with the Lord’s Supper, though in some cases it
comes in a separate service (often called a Family Service)
coming immediately afterwards. There may be a few assem-
blies where the reverse has been true, but I do not know of
them. In addition the ministry of the Word is a regular part
of the worship in many countries, and this was the norma|
practice in the early days of the assemblies.

We must, however, go further and deeper. Both in Hebrew
and Greek the verbs translated ‘to worship’ imply submission
to God and His will, and the Church has always accepted
that the knowledge of God’s will comes primarily through His
revelation in the Scriptures. We find in the liturgies of the
unreformed churches that their two foci are the reading of the
Word, very often followed by a sermon, and the partaking of
the bread and wine. With the Reformation the stress on the
Word and its exposition became much stronger, because it was
realized that the hearing of God’s Word and submission to it
are an essential part of worship.

Today, however, it is possible in some assemblies to partake
of the Lord’s Supper without hearing the Scriptures read,
much less expounded, unless indeed it be the account of the
institution itself. Finally, I want it understood—I think this
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Out and About

Drug Addiction

A location has at last been found for the clinic for

drug addicts that George and Margaret Patterson have
been trying to establish for some years. July 1-3 is
scheduled for the official opening at Broadhurst Manor,
Horsted Keynes, Sussex. They trust this may be jour-
ney's end, following seven changes of address since they
left Harley Street in order to reach this goall.

Evangelism:

New exhibition van commissioned: Counties

Evangelistic Work has taken delivery of a new, speciaily
designed mobile exhibition unit, complete with back
projection unit, professionaily designed exhibition, and
live-in facilities.

The van was on display for the first time at a special
commissioning service held during a 24 hour conference
for the Counties evangelists, committee and adminis-
tration staff at Wokingham in freezing mid-February.
The van is intended as a tool for use in evangelism in
agricultural shows, carnivals and shopping precincts,
and also as a venue for small group meetings in villages
and hamlets. The van is equipped with 16 mm
continuous projection facilities, and will carry short
flms suitable for use in various situations. A let-down
screen will enable these to be used indoors as well.

A built-in amplification system, with a facility for
extension speakers, means the unit can become an
open-air preaching platform where appropriate.

The eight-foot-wide doors give an open access to the
well lit walk-in exhibition area. The exhibition majors
on Christ, and with the aid of spotlights and rear-lit
units, is a colourful attraction.

It will include a small bookstall. A special four-page
tabloid paper entitled “Good News” is being produced
by Challenge Literature Fellowship. The newspaper will
particularly concentrate on the way in which people

in the public eye have become Christians. Gospels and
Bibles in the Good News version will be available, and
enquirers will be offered a Bible study course related
to their needs.

It is anticipated tha{ the unit will be available for
independent evangelists to hire, as well as the 32
Counties evangelists. A number of bookings for 1979
have already been made. “I would feel proud to use a
unit of this quality”, said an evangelist. ‘It honours
the Lord”. Total cost will top £7,500 most of which
has been presubscribed by interested Trusts. Running
costs are estimated to be about £1,000 per year.
Further information from Brian Mills at Counties
Evangelistic Work.

Arthur Thurston reports a good mission among young
people and teenagers at Crediton. John Hadley writes
from Bodmin that there is now just over £17,000 to
commence building operations. If the price is suitable,
building can commence in the late Spring. In addition,
amarried couple of 30 are moving into the church from
Maidenhead so there is good reason for praise as well
as petition.

The South West Loridon Evangelistic Mobile Unit plans
two tours 'this year, one to Wantage from May 29 to
June | and the other to Yapton from August 17 to 24.
Theré s a permanent problem of personnel shortage
and an urgent need for a new garage to house the

unit since the present garage is being re-constructed as
living accommiodation and the unit has been asked to
quit.

Overseas

Africa FOCUS (Fellowship of Christian Unions) has
been established to regionalise student work in [East,
Central and Southern Africa. The countries covered
by FOCUS are the Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania,
Zambia, Rhodesia, Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland.
FOCUS is an evangelical movement and is asssociated
with the International Fellowship of Evangelical
Students (IFES). The regional base is in Nairobi,
Keénya. One of its goals is to establish national
evangelical students fellowships. The importance of
these movements is considerable. Take Zambia as an
example. Groups of students have been meeting for
mutual spiritual encouragement since the late *60s.
FOCUS was introduced to Zambia in 1973. There are
ten main post-secondary school institutions in the
country with a total student population of about 7,650
at 12 campuses. Each campus has a Christian Union
(CU) and six of these are affiliated to FOCUS. 1t is
estimated that about 109 of the student population
attend CU meetings. Of these a quarter or so are
reckoned to be committed Christians.

France

Young people who already speak French or who are
prepared to take lessons with a trained staff member
may be interested in the possibility of a study and
practical training course in French in the Bible
Discipleship and evangelism. The course is held at the
Centre de Formation Biblique, L’ Eau Vive-Provence,
13122 Ventabren, France and lasts nine months from
mid-October to the end of June. But the studies are
structured in balanced units of three wieeks or one
month thus permitting the completion of whole courses
even during a stay of as little as one month which is
the minimum permitted.

Along with the main doctrinal topic, each unit contains
the following elements—the study of at least three
books of the Bible, the life of the disciple, other
religions and ideologies, apologetics, évangelism
(training and experience in association with the local
churches).

Students should have the backing of their own local
church. The cost of food and lodging will be 650
French francs per month.

Middle East

The troubles in Beirut during 1978 halted the printing
of the Arabic translation of Search of the Scriptures.
If the printer cannot complete the work soon it will

be necessary to begin all over again with another printer
and pay considerably more.

Student work is obviously of great importance in the
Middle East as elsewhere. An IFES student conference
is planned for September 4 to 13 in Cyprus. It is hoped
to have representatives from all over the Middle East
and North Africa. Meanwhile, prayer is requested for
outreach to the large number of students from Islamic
countries such as Iraq and Turkey for studying abroad
in France, Germany, Britain and elsewhere.
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DOCTRINES OF THE FAITH

Pocket Guide to the New Testament Francis Foulkes. IVP.
160 pp. £1.25 (paperback).
Pocket Guide to Christian Beliefs I. Howard Marshall. IVP.
144 pp. £1.25 (paperback).

Francis Fonlkes, lecturer at the Bible College of New
Zealand, has condensed a wealth of material into a minimum
of space. His aim is to high-light the ‘chief purpose or purposes
of each book in the New Testament, how it came to be written
and what are its contents’. He takes the view that ‘study of the
content . . . is of far greater importance than the study of dates
and authors’. However, a comprehensive list of ‘Reference
Books’ and ‘Matters for Further Study’ supply ample back-
ground reading for this purpose. ‘Study Questions’ on cach
chapter provide a useful revision, and suggest practical
applications to contemporary situations. There is an adequate
page index to main themes and subjects, with corresponding
scripture references.

Of the Gospels, Mark is taken first and of Paul’s letters,
Galatians and Romans, as they ‘show most cleatly the gospel
which Paul preached’. Then follow th2 letters which ‘give
an insight into the life and problems of the churches that ne
established’ and finally there are the letters to Timothy and
Titus, ‘his colleagues in the work’. The remaining books are
covered in the last six chapters and there is a concluding
paragraph ‘about translations’. Quotations are mostly from
the R.S.V. (1971 edition) and a map of ‘The Wotld of the New
Testament churches’ provides a useful reference.

Written in a style clear and concise, the book is not for the
casual reader; but, for the disciplined student of scripture,
there is great reward.

The second book, first published in 1963 and now appearing
in its third edition, has been completely revised and expanded.
Dr. Marshall, senior lecturer in New Testament exegesis
in the university of Aberdeen, presents a ‘bird’s-eye view’ of
the essentials of Christian doctrine. This he defines as, ‘an
exposition of God’s revelation of himself in the Bible’, and
asserts that ‘the Bible is the basic and normative source . . .
other sources of knowledge stand in a subordinate position
to its supreme authority’.

In seven short chapters we are introduced to the ‘knowledge
of God’ in creation, history, Jesus Christ and the Bible; to
the nature of God and the world and its creation and fall into
sin. This leads to a consideration of ‘God's supreme act of
love’ in the coming of Jesus into the world as Saviour-—tne
‘central theme of Christian theology’. The author then
proceeds to show how Gorl’s new creation becomes effective
inthe individual and the church and concludes with a chapter
on the ‘last things’.

There are thought provoking paragraphs on baptism, the
Lord’s Supper, ordination of women, the millennium and
eternal punishment, and also ‘Questions for Study and
Discussion’, a book list for ‘Further reading’ and a Scripture
and Subject Index. ;

As companion volumes these books provide the new-comer
as well as the mature Christian with an excellent ‘guide’ to
the basic themes and issues of the Christian faith, and maintain
the consistently high standard of 1.V.P. publications.

Review hy E. L. Lovering

Christian Baptism R. E. O. White and Ian Smith. Pickering &
Ingiis. 24 pp. 40p (booklet).

If anyone had told me they were going to write a booklet
on Christian Baptism and make it amusing, my first reaction—
my instinctive reaction as one brought up in an assembly
rom youth—would have been ‘You'll never get awav with it.’

I would have been wrong, for R. E. O. White and Ian
Smith (familiar name) have got away with it, and what is more
they have put over the message very effectively.

. Christian Baptisn: is a dialogue between two youngish men
n a coffee bar. At the first humorous drawing I took sides.
The well groomed chap with tne collar and tie was obviously

our man, while the ‘with it’ looking individual in the polo-neck
must be from a camp which did not go along with baptism
by immersion. Some twelve drawings, and twenty-two pages of
conversation later, I was not too sure I had chosen right. But,
while hardly realising it, I had been reminded of all, or
practically all, the truths connected with believer’s baptism
which we hold dear. Furthermore there was the bonus of
discovering why the Jews baptised pagan proselytes, and why
our Lord himself was baptised. You may not agree with all
their conclusions, but I could find nothing wrong with them
at all; in fact I was given a new insight into the symbolic
meaning of this ordinance.

They also delve into the question of sprinkling, without
getting hot under the collar, and quote Church of England,
Congregationalist and Presbyterian sources, and if that is not
value for money perhaos you will tell me what is. They go deep,
at least our man does, and all the tiine they are drinking coffee.

If you are one of that increasing number of well read
Christians who like to see old truths in modern garb you
might like this book. If you are a young Christian who loses
interest in biblical publications unless the presentation is
unusual, you will like this book. But if, like me, you worship
in an Assembly where more and more young people are attend-
ing the Lord s Table as observers, who have never committed
themselves to Christian Baptism, then for you this vooklet
is just the thing to hand round. As an Elder in such an Assem-
bly I certainly intend to do so.

Review bv Leslie James

The Logic of Faith Dale Rhoton. STL Books. 92 pp. 70p
(paperback).

In this small book the author has assembled the well-known
‘proofs’ and arguments for the truth of Christianity. He begins
by quoting the references to Christ by the Ist and 2nd century
pagan writers, Tacitus, Pliny, Lucian, Suetonius and otners—a
useful reminder that no educated person can seriously doubt
the historicity of Jesus. A chapter follows in which he discusses
the miracles of Christ, devoting most of the cnapter to the
convincing evidence for the truth of the greatest miracle of all,
the resurrection, which authenticates all the others. The
chapter dealing with the Bible points out how archaeological
discoveries have corroborated many Bibiical events. A list
of prophecies is given and against them their fulfilment. Un-
fortunately the author does not deal with what is perhaps the
greatest problem for many in the Old Testament, viz. the
violence and cruelty carried ont apparently at the behest of
God, and the difference between the God so revealed in some
parts of the Old Testament and the God and Father revealed
by Jesus Christ. I believe there is a satisfactory explanation
and it would have added to the book if it had besn discussed.

By a quotation from Sigmund Freud at the end of the book
it would seem that the author renders his carefully marshalled
evidence for Christianity largely unneccessary for Freud
apparently said that the will is an immense force in deciding
what to believe, ‘logical arguments are impotent against effec-
tive interests, and this is why reasons, whicn, in Falstaff’s
phrase, are “‘as plenty as blackherries™ produce so few victories
in the conflict with interests.” Nevertheless, in spite of this
I imagine taat our wills are unlikely to decids to believe in
something which is demonstrably unreasonable and so Dale
Rhoton’s book will help the inquirer to see the objective
evidence for the claims of Jesus Christ are considerable.
Review by O. S. Pupps

The Search for Salvation David F. Wells. Inter-Varsity Press.
1978. 176 pp. £2.65 (paperback).

Ou- need both to explore what we ourselves believe and to
appreciate what otner Christians are saving has been recogniz-
ed by IVP with their series ‘Issues in Contemporary Theology’,
inaugurated oy Dr. I. Howard Marshall with his volume on
The Origins of New Testament Christology and now continued
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Looking at Books

FOLLOWING CHRIST—IN LIFE AND DEATH

Jesus Christ is Lord Peter Toon. Marshall, Morgan and
Scott. vi. 154 pp. £2.25 (paperback).

Peter Toon is on the staff of Oak Hill Theological College,
and well known in evangelical circles as educationist, scholar
and writer on a wide range of theological and allied topics.
Jesus Christ is Lord aims at restoring to the familiar statement
some of the excitement and thrill it had for those first heard
it uttered. The Greek kyrios was perhaps already becoming in
the first century AD a polite or honorific title of respect, but it
still retained something of its primary sense of supreme sover-
eign. ‘Within the Christian community’, says Dr. Toon, ‘and
to those who made this declaration (that Jesus Christ is Lord)
these four words summarized a very high estimate of the
carpenter’s Son, Jesus of Nazareth . . . and a conviction about
the purpose and future of the universe.’

In ten chapters Dr. Toon discusses the exalted Jesus, Jesus
Messiah and Lord, the meaning of the Ascension, Jesus Lord
of the nations, of the church, of the universe, of all religions,
the exalted Jesus and the creeds: leading to a final consider-
ation of Jesus, my Lord. The reader will probably gather from
the contents page that the book has clear devotional over-
tones, but this approach does not exclude a solid theological
basis, the more interesting because its emphasis is unusual.

The life of Jesus falls naturally into two parts; first from
His birth to His crucifixion, about thirty-three years; and,
secondly and much longer, from the resurrection and the
ascension to His return in glory. The resurrection as a starting
point for the second period is natural enough; what is unusual
in Toon’s approach is the closeness with which he links the
ascension with the resurrection. A careful examination of the
four gospels leads him to the conclusion that the experience
on the Mount of Olives might well have taken place on the
evening of the first Easter day. He does not rule out the possi-
bility of ad hoc reappearances during the ensuing days: the
‘forty days’ of Acts 1 could be as indefinite as the frequent
indications of this period in the Old Testament. Such specu-
lations will no doubt disturb some, especially in circles which
hold to a hyper-inerrant view of scripture.

But there is nothing anti-scriptural here: ‘Resurrection and
Ascension are two parts of the great action of God . . . the
exaltation of Jesus the Christ to the spiritual centre of the
universe, that is into heaven to the right hand side of the
Father’. It would be a great mistake to dismiss this book on
the false assumption that its author sits light to the inspiration
of scripture. This is a heart-warming, Christ-exalting and
thoroughly spiritual encouragement to the Lord’s people to
acknowledge and proclaim His Lordship during the present
timg of His heavenly session. A book which will repay careful
study.

Review by Lawrence E. Porter.
!

God’s Way to be Man Geoffrey Preston, O.P. Darton, Long-
man & Todd. 105 pp. £2.40 (paperback).

Geoffrey Preston, who died two years ago at 41, was the
son of a Cheshire blacksmith and Methodist. He read history at
Durham with a view to schoolmastering, and started there the
spiritual pilgrimage which was to lead him via Anglicanism to
Roman catholicism, and made of him a Dominican novice
master and later Prior with a strong taste for the monastic
life, mysticism and spiritual communication.

This volume, God’s way to be man, consists of ‘meditations
on following Christ through scripture and sacraments, post-

Umous texts prepared, with a memoir, by Aidan Nichols,
Q‘P.’ Preston was foremost a preacher, and in these Medita-
tions we glimpse what his preaching must have been like,
clear, simple yet profound, and scriptural—Nichols mentions
his use of the Authorized Version. Yet he was a catholic, a
convert, and like many converts, plus royaliste que le roi.

There are 13 chapters, dealing alternately the steps ia which
we seek to follow Christ; our baptism, confirmation, for-
giveness, marriage, ministry and the eucharist; with the series
of crises in the life of the Incarnate Son recorded in ths gospels:
His birth and infancy, His baptism, temptation, transfiguration
and entry into Jerusalem, His dezath and resurrection.. The
whole 1s rounded off by an interesting though rather curious
epilogue on ‘the assumption of Mary and the goal of the
sacraments.’ '

One or two impressions remain after perusing the book.
First there is its constant appeal to scripture, usually quoted
in the AV. Of 91 footnotes gathered in a final appendix, no
less than 60Qare to verses of the Bible. Thzn there is a felicitous
gift of explaining doctrine simply: even when we do not agrez
with what he says, we can usually ses what he is getting at,
except when he uses quasi-technical thzological language:
*Mary instantiates the church as reciproca! and antiphonal to
Jesus’ (p. 101).

He often has wise words to say: on the charismatic theme
much debated in contemporary catholicism: ‘It may be that
the message of the gospel is given to us in a charismatic way,
so that the words sesm to comz from us . . . but it also may be,
and . . . often will be, a matter of craftsmanship and profession-
al competence. The Spirit who gives men the gift of tongues is
also the Spirit who is the source of our craftsmanship’. But
the main impression is that unlike so much (allegedly protes-
tant) theology today, it regards the Incarnation as a fact to be
assumed, rather than as an unscientific dogma to be explained
away. There a few misprints, dezpen for dzpend (p. 73):
Here for her (p. 102).

Review by Lawrence E. Porter

Christianity with a Human Face Ranald Macaulay and lerram
Barrs. Inter-Varsity Press. 207 pp. (paparback).

This book is written by staff workers of thz L'Abri Fellow-
ship in England, and the dedicatioa is to Francis & Edith
Schaeffer. It is unlike any other book 1 have read in that it
repudiates many ‘evangelical’ assumptions and offers instead
a thoroughly Biblical argument for the human-ness in spiritual
experience so often ignored or rejected. This is a book which
should have a wide circulation among those with a smattering
of philosophical knowledge, those confused by libzral views
about the Bible and those discouraged by their inability to
live on the spiritual plane advocated by many today.

Some of the chapters are easier to read than others. At one
point the writers attempt to tracz how Platonic thought and
teaching has permeated present-day Christian thinking. Well-
known names are mentioned and also books which are widely
read by evangelical Christians. Because this material has to be
compressed, some sections take a lot of reading, and some
re-arrangement into shorter sections might be advantageous
when reprinting.

The aim of the book is to emphasise our human-ness. God’s
original intentions in creation are explored and Christ’s
redemptive work is central at every stage. There are many
Scriptural references to every book in the NT except // and /1/
John, and many as well from the OT. This is a sane, balanced
book and will offer relief to those who have been made to feel
guilty because they cannot aspire to what some teach, and will
reassure others by the book’s emphasis on the importance of
using the mind and the reason when reading the Bible. j

Chapter 9 on ‘The Family’ is very helpful. The starting point
is Genesis 1: 27; and 2: 24. The true human-ness of relation-
ships are described witn a refusal to be either restrictive in the
way they are worked out or ‘spiritualised” into a parody of
God’s intention.

This is a book to buy, to read, to study, to lend and to read
again.

Review by Marion A. Timmins
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