






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































if Thou be willing, remove: this ·cup from me : nevertheless 
not niy will but Thine be done." The S\llil and substance ()f 
every prayer should be the will of God. The exercise of 
prayer can only be a blessing to our souls when our own will 
is entirely merged in the will of our Heavenly Father. I£ we 
only knew the truth, we should find that prayer is more con­
nected with the _discipline of the will than we generally 
imagine. Our will is not naturally in harmony with God's. 
The carrying out of our own will, when. bent on some desir­
able- object, is what invariably characterizes us: It becomes. 
habitual to us. We carry it more or less, as a habit, into the· 
presence of God_. It must not be however. Wilfulness is not 
a characteristic of one of God's children. He is but a.child, 
and he niust know it. He. is but a child, and he must be kept 
one. 1'he Father's will is best, a,nd the child must b:ow· no 
will but His. However painful it may be, our will·must bow 
to His to J!lake us perfectly happy . 

. The conviction that our will is not to be carried out. is the 
only true expla.nation of many an unanswered prayer, _many 
a • bitter cup still unremoved, and ·many a thon1 still left 
rankling in the flesh. But when the heart .has been brought 
into that state, when it can, with happy confiding trust, 
look np, and_ say, "Father not my will but Thine be done," 
then will relief come. . The tb.orn indeed may not be extracted, 

• the. cnp may not be removed, but there will appear ·the
strengthening angel from heaven enabling us to bear it.

How many of us if the cup were removed would start back 
like a broken bow into the world and into sin? The pressure 
is left upon us as a check'·to our wandering, and. backsliding.·, 
' [ t is often the fence between the narro�. way of life, and ·the 

\ -bl"oad road to ruin, and if our Heavenly Father were to remove 
it, it might be at the.sacrifice of heavenly things. How much
heed have we, then, to preface every petition witli "Father, 
not my will but Thine be done." Oh! if God had removed that 
thorny fence in answer to our earnest prayers, how many pf



.BEHOLD TH:t LAMB OF GOD. 

qf ,118 would, now be cast away_!: How many a song would be 
h-nshed ! How many a harp wquld b8 unstrung! How many 

• itjoyomi note would be silent! If God answered all the prayers
we put up to heaven, we should need no other scourge.
• • Blesse,d it is that we have One who knows us. better than

we know ourselves, and who is too loving to grant •what .we
too -Often so rashly ask.

BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD. 
. 

GAIN the. next day after, John stood, and twqofhis 
disciples; and looking upon Jesus as He walked, h.e 
saith, Behold • the L11,mb. of God ; a:nd the two 

· J . di,sciples heard him speak, and they followed' Jesus/'
What is the important lesson we may learn f:rom this? That 
ju,st as Johti looked at Jesus himself, was he·able to. speak of 
�im effectually to others ; then only was he able to s.aylrith 

. 4ivi;w power, " Behold the Lamb of God ! " Herein, too, lay 
'tAe simple explanation of the blessing ·which so eminently 
atteIJ.ded his ministry; herein also lay the secret soll,l'Ce of His 

• humility.
, ,Yes;here is the source of our individual blessing, as well�,

o:ur usefulness to others, "lo.oking unto Jesus." It requires 

something more than evangelical preaching to rea9� ,the
heal't .• "Thee truth, as it is in Jesus," may be faithfully a.nd
eal'llestly proclaimed, it may be clothed in its most. �ttra.ctive
g!:!,rp, yet it will all be to no purpose unless there be in the one 

• who proclaims it ." looking unto.Jesus ,; himself. TheJ,le D:lnet
• .be thjs, or all our preaching and spea.kiiig willfall p<iwerless

on th,e ear. There must be this, or the heart of the ,spealte'r
will he inflated with pride, if God gives him any D:leasll,l'e of

· ·su..�s�. There .mnst be this,. or self will in some measure.
��ji.all God's work. There must be this, or th�re-wiU_ IM,
no: deep :spirituality of mind; no. holy, heavenly W:a.lk with

i God, no w:i.otion of .the Spirit 911 our liPf',. o:r in ot1r lives. 





l'ELIX - NEJ'li',. 

MISSlONARY OF_ '\"HE IDGB ALPS. 

XII. 

TIV.E ot'a mild and stUmy clime, Neff: Wail bll� ffl,. 
ii.M,io IB;tilnd the continued. strafo ·of the �•Illy . , . •· 

•· :severe· wtntl'll'IJ -Of th4t •High.Alps, aeco�Ekt· •
• •• • th&:r were now by the stern lia.rdahips and priyatiettli

. ·li.ia:-1f.ch�en aojoti!'n at Doitmilleuse. Houl'H '.fjf tJ.IIMit• 
in, �wn in. close rooms .with :u.ot 01-er-dlea.n scho�almig • 
. :,ritlt/bis: ooatittued evangelisti<,i �ttrs, eonld. ·®ti· bllt • � • 

• M1til11ialth1 wltile th♦,.c0&1'88 food; incapable (If. e11}),tymg tllt 
:�'ueeded nioarisbment• to bra.in a.nd DllilSOle, eomplftdy ' 
• . .... �•· the digestive poweirs. The once bott ftame of the .. · 
�maion&ry now grew feeble, requiring all tlwt-4tWWtlll 
pemsten� of the brave heart to keep the weaJ!f �-.eilhi 

• .,,_.,··•Ohaage·of&ir and rest aight have l'f,l!l�i.M:1dm;,.,ut
.. • lftff,: -� put hie hand. to the·' pl()lllg'h, did not fsel. ii
· would soi God. t.o leok back, even for a s .... titN. - • 
•.. �pa,Ded thltongb the brief! santmw to.-bly weit:;·nat 
••:b .- iet� and the dart to eontmu • � 

• ilia� 1-ilets, when •. 1moetcli1eotpuies �b�
.-: ....... ·.�� .1,aea,me ' ra.pidljy' b6ytmd ]us .ngtll& .. · .h 

, -� ._t hw'met rib at tihitt time, 11eiiaed, inwih ·.to· d• 
�-� 'VIIMkened frahi&; -�•aa4e, -� ... 
•Wliag�,mo111tflihi, toils011rejeti�; he.·-4.iy

. ...... ft.,-knee;and.1111µfe:red �u.ch fi,pm it fcir:--,:..-: 
·,��.�-,-•¢am� Ju�auhool•·-':�-

. �--�·•r�1iH&�t.o ar�•'.Jari-,,:182JV�l a

l... 
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again conducting my winter school. We are buried in snow, 
more than four feet deep. At this moment a terrible hurricane 
is raging, which dashes the snow about in clouds; we can 
s'ca.rcely put our feet out of the house; I know not when my 
letter will reach you. The av11,lanches threaten us on all sides; 
they have been falling thickly, especially about DormiHeuse. 
One Sunday eve�ing, our students were returning home after 
the preaching at Violins, when they narrowly escaped an 
avalanche; it rolled down into a long narrow defile, and fell 
between two groups of people. Had it fallen a moment. sooner 
or later, it must have precipitated one of the parties into the 
abyss below, and would have thus destroyed the flower of the 
youth of this region. But God, who rules over the waves of 
the sea, commands also the ice and the snow, and protects His 
·children in :the midst of· peril. 'fhe villages are everywhere
menaced with the impending danger. Upon several occasions 
lately, I have heard even our calm and daring Alpines express
anxiety. In fact, there are very few habitations in these parts 

• which are not liable to be swept away, for there is not a spot 
iu the narrow corner of the valley which can be considered
a.bsolutely safe." 

How Neff �truggled through that terrible winter he hardly 
knew', ba.t it must have been an immense relief to him, when,. 
at the. breaking-up of the school, he was free to return to his
more comfortable quarters at La Chalp. Here he tried to ! 
nurse his knee, and to recruit his general health, which had 
been slowly, bnt surely,' declining through the last months ; , 
It wa.s of little avail; he said later, when referring. to this time, I 
"I perceived that my strength was diminishing rapidly; for

(
' 

the .first time I became conscious that I must seek that succour, 
which, with all their kindness, these poor mountaineers cou.ld 

\not procure.me." 
Heal't-breaking though the thought was, he saw there was 

no otber."11ernativo but U> loave Iris cheri,hod field o! labour,
_) 
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a,nd return to his native land, to iPlace himself under the tender 
ca.re of his loving mother. 

The 17th April, 1827, was a sad day at La Chalp, as the 
inhabitants gathered round their beloved pastor to bid him 
farewell. Neff �ould not bear to leave his dear people without 
one visit to each village, and, unfit as he was in· his weak state 
for the exertion, he started that day on his good-bye circuit. 
As he turned away, for the last time, from the little white­
washed cottage, that the villagers had so loved to have him 
occupy among them, many shed bitter tears, which.he sought 
in vain to stay with the gentle remonstrance, "What mean 
y.e to •weep and to break mine heart?"

Neff had not gone far into t.he gloomy valley, when he was 
' cheered by the approach of four of his young converts from 

D.ormilleuse, who had walked eight leagues, so as to have
the painful pleasure of sharing their dearly-loved teacher'.s
weary march. With difficulty he got through that day's
j.ou:rney, but his watchful companions saw that it was ·far be-

. yond his strength. At dawn the following day, one. of them 
went on to Fressiniere and brought back a horse for him to 
ride. Thus cared for, to the best of their powers, by the affec­
tionate peasants, Neff pursued his pilgrim11ge, from hamlet to 
hamlet, preaching :farewell sermons to weeping congregations, 

•• and giving stirring exhortations in private to those whom he
hoped would carry on the work after his departure. It was.a 
terrible strain on the exhausted invalid, but he sought,
with brave words as to the Lord's sufficiency, to comfort 
others, while refraining to express his own deep grief. "How­
eyer, I was not· sorry," he writes, '' to have seen ·once more 
my friends in the mountains. !observed with joy, that amidst 
tlie sadness caused by my depa.rta.re, those, who were truly 
established in the faith, bore it with the greatest fortitude,
and joined their voices to mine, in assuring those:.who 
were· most cast down, that Jesus Christ, the. ChieUlhephel:d; 



iM :W.JX �ID; ·KJSSIOll'_T •. Of UE. BmH • .,u..18, 

oover leaves us, and. that with HiDl we a&n. want nothing:/' 
'Neff passed through Mens on his wayto.Geneva,and ta.rritid 

there a. little while, .that he might· ence tga,in • preach to the. 
ma.ny who were dear to him in Christ:.. Utterly WOl"ll ent, he 1 

i.t leflgth reached the home of his ohildhood. 
Tho change of air at first revived him, ·a.od he eager-ly used : 

the slight returo of strength in the · Lord's se'l'\Me, though, 
dottbtlesw, this impruden0e took awa.y the last, hope of reoov­
ery. During the followi� · -winter, the �ealmesa of his 
digeetron �rri.bly increasf;)(].. so that the only nourishment lie 
was a.ble t.o tab was a little milk. 

In the spring of 1828, his. docter recommended, &11 a la&t • 
resource, the mineral waters of Plomhieres. Nel tbought it. 
right to follow this advice, though quite aware t�&t bis condi­
tion was, humanly speaking, hopeless. He travelled by slow 
stages, and the joull'Iley seemed to l>enetit him; fur he was able 
to preach in �h t.own at which he stopped. 

The worldliness of Plombieres greatly distreesed him; .. all 
wei,e absorbed either in. �ure-seeking, or in their own ail­
mentS; and there was no thought of eternity. His lips could 
not :remain closed. in snch a scene, a.nd he was soon. preacl,ring 
to the most f4118hionable congregation he had yet a.ddresaw. 
pressing en them the claims of Christ, with as much fervor ail.d 
&im.plioity aa when speaking to the uncouth peasants of the ; 
High Alps. Neil was very happy in this new serrioe, a.nd th.e 
DU!llenl waters haring for a while a beneficial effect, he ga�rl 
a little strength, notwithstanding his exertions. 

But as autumn came on he rapidly drooped, and very iµi. 

-willingly -had t.o take to his bed. Here h� still t.estilied brightly 1
of Christ, to the me.ny visit.ors, RomQ,D. Catholic priesta. &p10ng \ 
the number, who daily thronged around his couch. While \ 
thus la.id aside he writes, • .. 1 cannot snfficiently thaak Godfo:r ) 

. liis g<lOCUleSB .t,o lJl& •. What calm, what pee.ce,_ Htt givl.tS me to ' 
enjo, !. Until lat.ly ;e._.,.i iml>""iblo \o.., to boorti,, l



' . ��!Qi��

c,

•,,�::�: 
. ·. ·. • . .·� ._.,, -�t ·91 .�· .mea· �- ..,, ; ,� 
••��'beuig911t4��d1te�ber"!-0�•�-,J

\: •• -

' �-beurg ®Q.d�ed t.o absel•t., JDl!oOt�, but the .[.,oJ.'.(l n.o
• � uw· .. �·to· �l Up()� me .to .�e tJiis lll50ri.� .�.llo-­

-� t48 i,,a.141t3 :f;ha.t what is. iiqpos�ble with·�•��
withJli$, By A:fS g-raee I ean �� Amen. to Hi&c'will." .
,. M'd'S:f)je'lilCjs �kadva.nt.age;of a sligh\mll, to�. him,
�:,t.c..�a, where he arrived in a worse••�' w1'ea
li.e Wt it,. Hui HQ.ff�s _from I in&ijgesti.oa. wen ae+r--peai;ei!

·t.,:ev�l\ SQ ai.t he could oDly ta� a little, 'Whey, and this
• .--�·OQSeel.Jiiin $lfflh h�urs of pain, � •. be£� :V,:p�·tp"
• .. 

1:te.b.•Y• be wmwl loµg encinre1the pa,ngs,of p.u.ilgJr •. l l wa, 
• -�� tri&1 tli&t all conver,aa.tioa • was forb¥1•- him;
-he,«,�<l lm.t press the h&ndsof those who ®oDl.e' �- see hl:m,
• &nd.tei:ve th- oiw of his own sweet, bright .11miles.. �

.,_ �'18, • •• eilenoe and patience, �ed. 1.lllla.iJ.11.oura ol. w81!,d•
• � &1ld �ulnes•. The energetic wor�er waa laid lQw,­
tbe brii,ve eoldier could no longer rush to hattJ,e. �t. the
powers. of evil in the world aro"Q.nd; but, . at t@ �•• bet,

J"t;hers.,wonld W1> sa.y in His bosom, we:re me.ay �e� J.osaanil.
. . to be lea.med, befot!e the exceedi.ng gla.dneas of � presence
• • '\VOuJ.d -for ever blot out the memory of . the desert path. - Many
.. h:ad marv:elled at �e Hile of aotfre self-deiµal�o�g the '801'J'
Alps,�w•· they·�re to behold the likeneea of GbciJt�&i.:-

- .inf-Hi fJlOl'Y a.nd bea.uty in the Oh'.Pistian, &11 h& �·. Uli '°11
. oful�latioti of Hun who had' so long filled his hea1-t· 844
'sow.'

In a.:ay little accession of strength, Ne:fi WOllld pon a, few 
� to his beloved Alpines; or dictate a letter to thena,. hia 

·.1'1,ofhfit being ever his willing s�oteta.ry. The followingaqows
how au:�ons he W8i8 that, now he had for ever left theill, t�
•eekly meetingfl -shonla contint1-e : i, I exhort yon- �t. par­
tio�y not to n8$'lect the ass�mbling of yourselves ��er.

al•�:� mea.n by .this,_those m�tings only. where o��
i·- · aaA� the otbeta �ten;· these:_doub�,; w_.. the �-. .it 
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faithfully preached are so greatly blessed that you do not :re:'

require any admonition concerning them. But this_ is not 
enough for the Christian, nor is it such as is described •and 
enjoined in tho�ii pas�ge�, l Cor. xii. 5-"-28; 1 C�r. xiv. 23-31 
&c., These· meetings are those where all may exhort, and 

. where a.II are edified; where each may communicate to' his 
brethren thelight and the grace which h,e has received from 

..• G�; in a·word, where each gives and takes, teaches and learns 
in tum. Th�e are the only assemblies which can be strictly 
called mut�al; it is here that there is communion between 
brethren. !repeat to you, then, my dear friends, take care to 

- encourage _such meetings a.mong you; and let them consist .
�vera.lly, as far as they can, of every age and of each sex, that
-they may be more simple, more unreserved, and more con:6.d. 
ing. He who goes to a meeting only when a stranger, or one
of more than common eloquence makes his appearanep� and 
neglects to go, when none but the humble and the simple 
attend, cannot be said to be spiritually minded."

Extracts from another letter show how lovingly his heart . 
s'til1 dwelt among the happy scenes of labor he had left. 

" October 6th, 1828. 
• _In the state ofeoniplete isolation in which I � kept by my long 

siok:neBS, my mind often wanders, as in a dream, over the High Alps. 
Hy heart u.ccompanies ,it iq its journey, and finds itself (not without 
exertion) in aJl those pla.cee where it has known so many delightful 
een1111,tions; especially where it has beat for the conversion of poor sin:_ 
nere, or rejoiced over precipns souls, eager for the word of ep,lvation .. 
A.gain I pass thrdogh the vaJleye, and over the mountains, and along the 

. ehepherae• paths which I have so often trodden. I find myself again in 
the cottages, in. the stables, in tho orchards, where I have talked· of 
heavenly th�gs, with those whom·,, dear to me in'Christ: I e_ee them 
ajl sep�tely, or together. I helJ,l' them, and speak to them;. and, in •

, 
such moments, as I did then, I lift up my eonl to the· FatheriinJ>l'll,yer; .

. 
•
. for Hie dear children .......... : .. B11t that which throws the deepest sh1tde 

over the picture, is the number of those who have perished in. the 'wii­
dernesll, who, after having come on t of Egypt, .have returned thitlier in j 

· ,

·1
Yo'· i , .. _ ... ·ef4

,µ
·· 
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their hearts, not having had courage to press forward to possess the good 
land!. ..... Oh! how the remembrance of them grieves me! How deeply 
I lament the loss of those de,1r children, who have appeareJ bright as 
flowers, but, like barren flowers, have produced no fruit ! But what 
shall I say of those who have yielded some fruit, who have begun a new 
life, who have borne witness to the truth, who have even brought others 
to t9e light, and who have returned like the sow to her wailowing in the 
mire ? Take. heed, dear friends, to that word of the Lord : "A hide in 
me, as the branch abides in the vine." He does not only say there, as 
He did elsewhere, "Come nnto Me," but, "Abide in me." 

Extracts from another letter: 
"March, 1829. 

I am considerably weaker than I was five months ago, and have power 
to say very little, bnt I am most anxious to write to you. I feel con­
strained to confirm to-day all that I have before spoken, and all that I 
preached to you, and told you when I was with you; for I have now 
proved those truths which I then taught. Yes, now, more than ever, I 
feel the importance, the absolute importance, of being a Christian 
indeed, of living in habitual 'communion with the Lord, of abiding in 
Him. A Christian without affiiction, is only a soldier on parade ; but I 
exp3rience the reality of it now, and I will openly bear witness of it, 
whilst God still gives me strength so to do. This trial was needful for 
me, I felt beforehand that it was requisite, and I do not fear to tell you 
that I prayed to the Lord for it. My position is indeed painful; I who 
delighted so much in an active, stirring life, have long been reduced to 
the most complete inertia, scarcely able to eat, drink, sleep, speak, or 
to listen to reading, or to receive the visits of my brethren, and even to 
dictate these few lines is a great effort ............ I can, however, without 
hesitation, declare, that I would not exchange this state of trial, for that 
in which some of my years have been passed, even in the midst of my 
labors; for, though my life may hav1'l been spent in the service of Christ, 

� 
and may have appeared exemplary in the eyes of men, I find in it ntuch 
unfaithfulness, many sins, many things which in my sight, and above 
all, in the sight of the Lord, have marred my work: ......... Ah! my dear 

I
friends, "redeem the time;" I cannot repeat it too often; live unto God. 
If you feel the infinite worth of your heavenly calling; if you know the 
love of Christ which passeth all understanding-can you ever forget the 
dignity of that glorious title, child of God, which you bear? Can you 

� 
ever be anything but Christians, if you have felt what infinite happiness 
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it is to be a Christian ? Yon will be such in all things and in all plaMt! l 
each o�e of you will become in some wise a witness of Goo's grace, a 
missionary, a minister of Christ ............ Labor then in the kingdom of 
God ; be courageous in this holy warfare, give no rest to yourselves ..... . 

.A.s to myself I have every reason to-believe my task is finished; I wait 
until, by means of trial, the Lord shall accomplish within me the work 
of patience; may He then take me, how and when He pleases, to His 
eternal rest. Having then no h�pe of seeing you again in this world, I 
must take leave of you, commending you to God and the word of His 
grace. Oh, my dear friends, how many things still remain for me to say 
to you! but the Lord will supply them. Above all read the Bible; go 
constantly to that tree of life which bears fruit in all seasons; you will 
always find there some fruit ripe for you, some word that will do good 
to your souls. If you have time for any other reading, lPt it be chosen 
agreeably to the will of God ........... . 

I wish, my dear brothers and sisters, that I could mention each of you 
by name ; but, thank God, there are too many of you. You know my 
affection for you all, and how ardently I look forward to meeting you in 
he1tven. Be of good courage then, my dear friends, we shall soon meet 
again, and it will be :i'or ever, for ever! Think upon this, and grieve not 
at our short separation. Once more, adieu. May the Lord bless and 
keep you; may the Lord give you that peace and joy which the world 
cannot take away. 

Your very affectionate brother, 
FELIX Nl<JFF. 

The devoted missionary refused, during the last fortnight 
of his life, to spend further care upon the frail earthly taber­
nacle, which it was evident must so shortly be cut down. His 
sick room was now thrown open to all, and while the feeble 
voice could make itself heard, seme word of stirring exhorta­
tion was given t-o each-one. He was full of joy at the prospect 
of soon being with the Lord; the thought of leaving his be­
loved mother, in the weakness of old age, being the only sorrow 
on his heart. He would rften s}ied tears, when Rhe was not 
present, e1cclaiming, "My poor, poor Mother! " 

A. few days before his death, with dim eyes and trembling 
fingers, Neff bac.ed a. few nearly illegible lines of last farewell 

I 
I 
•
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to his much loved friends of the Alps, ending, " I ascend to 
our Father in entire peace. Victory! Victory! Victory through 
J 1;1sus Christ." 

On the 12th of April, 1829, came the summonR for this 
fuithful servant to go up higher, and; with exceeding joy, he 
eniel'lrl the presence of the Lord; 

'NOTES ON THE DAILY PORTION. 

Np-r11;-These Bible notes end here and will not be continued in the coming year, 
as the space being so limited, it is thought better to aAl'ord more· room for short 
articles on practical chriS1;1Mi· Hfe. It is sincerely hol!"d that each. of our readers 
will most earnestly and diligently, however, continue their daily Bible study and 
prayer, as it is .the onlv foundation of all Christian life. 

DEOE:MBER 11.-DECEMBER 31. 

DECEMBER 11. REV. vii. l2) Study all the seals and sealing of the 
New Testament. This•is entirely and literally Jewish. (14) Ont of'the 
gree.t tribulation. Contrast the lovely picture at the end of chap. vii., 
with that. at the end of chap. vi. Is it bette� to be one of the kings of 
che,p. vi., or one of the sufferers of chap. vii P 

DECEMBER 12. REV. viii. Why was there silence P (3) Incense­
the fragrance of Christ, in which alone our prayers are accepted. 

DECEMBER 13. REV. ix. A mysterious letting loose of'the powers of 
darkness for a short space on the earth. (20) These plagues remind us 
of those on: Pharaoh in l!igypt. 

Dll:CEMBER 14. REV. x. (1) Who was this? (4) What mysteries 
are hidden here! (6) All this chapter is most mysterious. (10) So 
is the word. often to us. 

DECEMBER 15. REV. xi. (3) Are these Moses and Elijah P (8) This 
is Jerusalem undoubtedly, and this will probably be literal. (19) 
What does this mean P How far do· the symbols of the tabernacle find 
the realities of which they were the pattern, in heaven i' 

DECEMBER 16. REV. xii. (5) This is Christ. (8-9) Christ. foresaw 
this in the Gospels. (14) Is not this wolnan the Jewish remnant? 

D'E()E!ilBstt 17. LEVITICUS xiv. (6) A bird woµld do as the type of 
the sa,lve.tion of the leper; but after he was saved he was not satisfied 
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with less than the full list of offerings, setting forth all the perfections 
of Christ. 

DECEMBER 18. L�WITICUS xvi. Two bullocks and two goats: one to 
represent propitiation or God's side of Christ's work; the other substi-
tution or man's side. 

DECEMBER 19. LEVITICUS xvii. (7) Idols were really only devils in 
disguise. (11) We can feed on death now. All things are ours, life, 
death. Hence we have the cup at the Lord's supper. 

DECEMBER 20. LEVITICUS xix. A great deal of this chapter is of daily 
practical value. (16) Especially such a verse as this, and this 35-36. 
Are we clear on this matter? 

DECEMBER 21. LEVITICUS xx. We can have no idea of the wickeqness 
of the Canaanites, in these days. (7) Be ye holy, for I am holy, is ever 
the principle of God's people. (25) Ceremonials _laws were as binding 
as moral_ laws, to the Jews. The latter only remain for us.

DECEMBER 22. REV. xiii. The beast, the dragon and the false prophet, 
the trinity of evil. (5) 42 months, the latter half of Daniel's last week 
of years. (16) Compare this marking with,God's sealing (chap. vii.) 

DECEMBER 23. REV. xiv. As soon as Antichrist's followers are marked, 
Christ's sealed ones stand revealed. (8) What does this mean P 'l'his 
Babylon is surely Rome.· (14) Collect all the different aspects in which 
Christ is seen in this book. 

DECEMBER 24. Rev. xv. (1) What a most awful thought! (3) What 
songs are these? (5) Again we get the thought of a holy of b lies in 
heaven. We know but little of these heavenly mysteries as yet. 

DECEMBER 25. REV. xvi. (13) The trinity of evil. (15) Christ 
here as a thief. (19) What great city is this ? 

DECEMBER 26. REV. xvii. 'J'his is undoubtedly the judgment of the 
church of Rome, and of the very city of Rome, on the seven hills. 
(14) How remarkable all through that the Lamb, not the Lion, is Lord.

DECEMBER 27. REV. xviii. This is still Rome, but perhaps includes
the Roman empire and her great industries, as well as ecclesiastically. 
What an awful place this system has in God's judgments! 

DECEMBER 28. REV. xix. The atmosphere seems to be cleared after 
the last chapter, and we can breathe more freely. (7) Shall I be there? 
(H) Enoch's prophecy at last fulfilled.

DECEMBER 29. REV. xx, Devil bound during the millennium,heuce
the peace and joy on earth. (11) This is at the close of the millennium. 

DECEMBER 30. REV. xxi. (6) Compare xvi. 17. (19) We are like 



i 

1,_ TALl:S ON THE w AT HOME. 
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• tfgreat,oity he �e;ntre.of all the a.btivities of Chri1t in the �n�:.inium�
.. tbe 111piritual metropolis of His kingdom .. (22} No temple. The ee.rthly

Jer1111eJ.em will have one. • 
• DEo.F.MlllilR ;'!I. REV. xxii. How this reminds us of Genesis fi. (12} 

• ·Remeu11ier �his as to work; (20) �nd this for the bee.rt. It is i!triking,
qur Lord Himself ,speaks the closing words of the inspired volttrti.� .. (21)
}¥not.forget this verse in the beaµ.ties of the one before; it is very 

preeicias ..

TALKS ON·TB!E WAY HOME. 

4-
OUR FEET FOR GOD. 

};[EORY.-l've been· thinking of such a - number of 
things we never mentioned about our ha.rids. 

'J'eaekwell.-And what have you been d_oing Practice?,·_ 
Practice. -Not much. I find I am so often misusing 

my ha.rids; • But our la.st talk was really helpful in stopping • 
m.e Bever!l,l times in-doing wroug,and Iain trying to keep '_them 

'for Christ's use. 
·-TeachweU.-I think ·we must no� have a few words about

op.r faet. � Theory says, we might talk all th'e rest of ' th� 
• way. home' about our hands, but we want only just . so milch

ta'.\k as wiU!!hew us the principle .of our conduct. ·The ·details·
will all come as we try to carry this out.
, • !.l'lieory.-I suppose yon look on the feet as representing the

• walk of the believer; as the tongue represents the words; and ·
the hands the work.

Peachwell.�I do, and· more, for we cannot be too lite�l.
. God speaks of our actual fe�t. "How beau.tiful are tlte feet �f
those who bring glad tidings Qf good things!"

Steadfast.---In my case, that consists of walking three miles
� way, to and from my Sunday Class. •
. -JJ!eachweU.--And is it no �omfort and encouragement :to
know Je�us sees -your tired· feet,. and marks in whose 6eroire



they have got weary. Is there no difference to Him between 
th()se feet, and the tired ones afte� a day's worldly sight see-. 
ing? 
• Halfkeart.-I suppose yon would say our,. feet, as much as : 
our hands, are alWWIJS to be used for Christ?

Peachwell.-Directly or indirectly, certainly. '!'he LorJ 
watches our feet when plodding along to our daily business 
cheerfully and punctually, and this can be done to Him as 
much as the SU:nday's walk to School. 

Practice.-! know I might do a great deal more with my 
feet than I do. I keep them on the fender and foot-stool �oo 
long. 

Teachwell.-'M.any an en-and of love and mercy are donbt1-
lost through indolence. I always think the sloth of the tlesh 
is as much, if not more, to be feared than its activity. 

Steadfast,-What do you mean by its ll(Ctivity? 
Teachwell.-1 was not thinking of activity to do evil, but of 

running in G�d's ways without being sent. Letting our feet 
tread the path of· service, before they have, unshod, stood in 
the Holiest of Holies to receive His commands. I think the 
reason aged pilgrims more specially condemn the zeal of the 
flesh than its sloth in young believers, is because it is so much 
more apparent, much of the latter passing unnoticed; but I mn 
certain the one is as offensive to God as the other. 

Praetice.-Now just say a word to encourage us before you 
• ·stop. 

Teachwell.-It shall be this. Think wlwse errands_ yon a.re 
• rnmring. He is no longer here. His feet, literal feet, after
gqing about doing good all His life, were transfixed with nails· 
for you. All His errands now must be run by you. He 

\ 
makes you the messenger of His love and grace to saved and
unsaved. No arch-ap.gel in heav�n has higher and holier em, 
ployment than you may have for your feet, if you only seek

) it, as the prophet did of old. "Here am I, .send me."

. \ 

.\ 
,-_..:..:.-.d' 



THE LAWS ;oF HEALTH. 

tx. 

EXERCISE. 

'l'HOUT the properfood 11,nd pure air, of .which weha'te-ly 
··been speaking, no amouJt of exerci2e or work can be ltlC!Ctpt• 
'able to God. But the soµl that is feeding on the Word ol' God, 

and living in the atmosphe�e ·of communion with Christ, must, 
in some way, work for Rim, for the result wouln be to promote., 

the deliire. to serve. Every tree is known by its fro.it,. and though, it is, 
by ,� 'l\'e M'!' sav�, !1,J;Ld not of works, ( Eph. ii. 8.) yet, " faith with• 
out works is ilead," (J aJllllll ii. 26.) 

I 1tould not ,rork, my soul to save, 
For that my Lord ha.s done ; 

• Butl would work llk,uuy sb,,ve, 
For lo1'e of G<>d' s dear Son. 

There a� lll1',ny' kinds of exercise suited to the different conditions o 
spiritn&l life. Those, laid. ·aside from this world's turmoil and confuition 
in tlle. '°litµde' 9f a sick chamber, may have the exei;cises of faith ll,n,1 
prayer, of patience ll>nd submission ; and those occupied with ell>rthiy 
dntfe!l, which leave but little leiffilre for the Master's work, will he 
exeroised how to best use every opportunity he mll>y find, to spell>k for 
Rim and be true-to Him, While those especially favoured by Him with 

' both time and tll>lents, will exercis. both in His service, seeking out th� 
lost sheep, and sonndin!\' forth the:message of God's love, or establish, 

, ing and building up the weak in faith. 
• We have �any admonitions in the word of God, from which we may 
surely know He would not have us indolent or idle, Jesus Himself tells . 
116'to "w-O'rlc while it is day." 
·' W1nLre to follow after rig-hteous;ness, godliness, faith,. love, patience, 

: and lllfle'kness. (Tim. vi. 11.) 
!folding forth the word oflife. (Phil. iii, 1,6.) 
Running with patience the race set before us, ( l l eb, xii, 1.) 
Pre�sing- forward for the prize. (Phil. iii. 14.) 
Running that we may obtain; (1 Cor. ix. 24) and above all, watching 

' foi thdii":Master's return with eagerness to hear from His own lips," Well 
<Jolie, good and faithful aervant, enter· thou into the joy of thy Lord.'' 

M . .A.-8. 



"WALKING WITH ·CHRIST." 

ND Jes.us saith unto them, Wb.ii,t seek ye? They said 
unto Him, Rabbi, where dwellest thou? He saith to 
them, Come and see. (John i. 38.) We.may notice 
the action of the Lord here, as instructive to our­

selves. The Saviour journeying onward, two who were as yet 
strangers to Him, hear, and receive into their hearts, the testi­
mony of the minister of Christ, and follow Him. 

He sees them following, and turn.ing towards the� says, 
"what seek ye?" They desire to know His abiding place. The 

• ' Saviour says, "Come and see." Thus He ever speaks to all
those, who, like the disciples here, desire to know Him fully.

·"Come and see,"--Come and walk with Me; travel in company
with Me. If we would know Jesus Eully, and abide with Him
.hereafter, we must walk with Him now. It is only as we walk
with anyone in companionship, that we can truly know them;
and it is only as we walk with Jesus, in living and abiding·
communion, that we can know Him.

That introduction to the Saviour which so many Christians
satisfy themselves with in the first reception of the Gospel,
is not what the Lord sets before us in His Word. What the
Saviour seeks now, as then, is our companionship, fellowship,
communion. Our first belief of tlie truth and acceptance of
that Saviour as ours, is only the first step in a walk with God
till we reach His dwelling-place. And, like the disciples her�,
we know not where He dwells, nor do we know the way; ex­
cept as we walk with Him. "We know not whither thou goest,
and .how can we know the way i' ''. said one of old. "I am the

, . . 

way, the truth, and the life," was the Lord's r�ply. We have
- to walk by faith, as they had. Losing sight of Him we are



Ios�. Wandering away froti His • side we mi,ss the track. 
Walking at a distance from lffi.m, we miss the counsel, the 
C<>Uilf8rt, the fellowship, and the upholding strength of His • 
ont-stx:etchecl arm. With ouit- eye o ff Him we are nQt safe fo,r 

. a ll}.oment. Nearness to God, and. continue·d nearlll')sij, is our. ; 
Q�� place.o,f happiness; as wJil as. our only place A{.81'!,fi,ty.
Nor are we left to choose our path, the path i,s His, .. It 1'f:ill: . ., 
:be a. pa.th of sorrow, for He has s�d it. It is orie •Of certa'in • 
tribulation, for H:e hits assurel½ us we shall have it; To fol.tow 
]Jim, without taking up the cross, is simply impossible. 
�fore· QM. step in .that pa* can be taken, we lllUst take 
11p the cross with the calm c�viction, that we are to carry it 

• � the way. The Shepherd cap.riot take one path and the she�p, '
• a.nother.. The Saviour cannot ta� one way and_ His follower . ,
the other. The way mnst be His, and His only. To reach
the dwelling, yon ml1$t go where He leads-over· the rongh
place $,Jl(1 .over the smooth-�ross the mount�in and c,ver the
hill,--through the swellingflood,and downinto the dark valley.

• But, blessed thought in such a journey, we are not·alone. He
travels with us every step, and never leaves our side for a
mo;ment; Our way may be through "waters" of affliction,
"rivers,;_ of sorrow, and "flames" of trial, yet, He is. in eac�,

• sharing the heart's burden, dtinking its bitter cup. •.·"When:
:thpu pa,ssest through the wJters, I will 'be with .··tJ:we ; and
:through the riVei'S, they shall not o:Yerflow thee: when',th(ju 
)t�st through the fire tho-q: shalt :iiot qe burnt, neither shaJl 

, )lie Sa.mes kindle upon thee." Then,, beloved broth.er� • 
• • sister;"thin:k it not strange coilcerningthefiery ttial which.is'
.... � try yon, as though some sttange t:i,iing_ happened llll�-YOU,:

b�t .rejoice, inasmuch as ye $.re partakers of Christ's sder­
ings." Ify{)tfrpast years havte been-compara,Fively �,-,in•0s� 
�s, a.nd happy, so far as: this life- is coneerned,;there is 
)tl'®f•o* to fear that yoni have been· "!'.&lkfug, .�•M10th&r 

: pa.th�n Christ's, or that yo11-ha.ve been walking;a.tadistaaice 
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from God, that you have not been walking with Jesm; tu the 
dwelling. 

The Shephel'd's eye has seen the sheep at a clistanee, and 
He has bl'ought it nearel' to Him. He has hl'ought it into HiF; 
path of sorrow, it is true, but the path of safety. He saw you 
in danger, at a distance, and His love brought you baek again. 
Beloved, it is well! God's dealings are all right, and soon you 
will say so. Youl' beauteous landscape may be clouded; your 
fairest and loveliest flower may have been plucked; yom· 
choicest blessing may have been doomed to pel'ish before your 
eyes; youl' crown, your glory, may have been stripped, and 
your way hedged up that you cannot pass. Be it so, beloved, 
all is well. God's way is always right. The affiiction was 
needful, depend upon it; but for it, the next step might have 
been a plunge over the brink. Oh, it is well! Look up, and 
though with tears falling thickly from thine eyes, strive to 
say, "Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight." 

EDITOR'S NOTICE. 

NEXT YEAR. 

It is with feelings of thankfulness to God that we now reach the last month of 

this year, and both writer and reader can bless Him for a. year's mercies, a year's 

guidance and a year's keeping. And now we trust, as God helps us, to make this 

Magazine a greater power for good in the coming year. To this end we hope to 

insert a series of earnest papers on practical Christianity specially addressed 

to young men ; a series of Conversations on • the Way of Holiness ' ; short extracts 

from the private diary of a devoted servant of God recently called home from 

China; short sketches of interesting scenes in the lives of Christian men of other 
da.ys; and a variety of other brief narratives, u.nd p1:actical papert.. 

The Editor earnestly begs his preBent readers (a.s well as former readers of "the 

Young Believer" and" the Bible Student") to seek to make this Magazine well 
known among their Christian friends. They will see that the Pu hlisher has made 

special reductions for those who can take a quantity each month for giving away ; 

with which view each number will be, as far as possible, complete in itself. 

In conclusion the Editor would also ask for the prayers of all Christian readers 

that this little effort to guide young pilgnms on 'the Way Home' may be still more 

argely blessed by God in the ooming year. 




