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if Thou be wiling, rmove: this -cup “from me: neverhees °
not ny will ‘but Thine be done.” The S\ and- substace '(f
every pryer .sould ‘b the will of God. The exercise of
praxer ca ony be a blessing to our souls When our own will
is-entirely merged in the wil ofour Heavenly Fater. 1 we
ony knew the truth, we shoud fnd that prayer is more con-
nected with the disciplie of the will than We~genérlly
# &ane.  'Our will is not naturally -in haw—ony with God's.
The carrying out of our own will, when. bent on's©e desir-
able-object, is what invariably characterizes us: It bbcomes.
habitual to us. .We-caw— it more or less, as a habit, into the
pfesence of God. It must not be however. Wilfunessis not
a charaterstic of one of God's children. = He is but a.child,
ad he'nust know:it. He.is but a chid, and he must be kept
one. 1he Father's will is best, a,d the child must bow no -
will but His. However ‘panful it may b, our wl-must bow
to His € Jake us perfectl happy
.The conviction that our will is not to be caried out 'is the
only true explanation of many an unanswered pryer, may
a' bitter cup stil unremoved, and ‘many a thon still left
rnkling in the fesh. But when the hart has been brouht
into that state, when-it can, with ‘happy confding tust,
" look np, and_say, "Father not my will but Thine be done,"
then wil relief come. . The tborn indeed may not be extrcted,
‘the. cnp may not be rmoved, but there will ‘&apear the
strengthening angel from heaven enabling us to bearit. '
How many of us if the cup were rmoved would start bak
- like a broken bow into the world and intosin? The prssr
is left upon us’as a check-to our wandering, and. backsliding.-
"[t is often thé fene between the narrod.way of life, am -the
‘blod road to ruin, and if our Hevenly Father wer € rmove
i, it might be at the.sarfce of heavenly thngs: How much ‘
heed have we, then, to prefce ever petiton witl *'Father,
not my will but Thine be done.” Oh! if God had removed that
thory fence in answer to our earnest pryers, hw many pf

e
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Qf as would, now be cast aWa.y' How many- a song wonld be
hushed ! How many a harp would be unstrung! How many
- & joyous note would be silent! If God answered all the prayers
we put up to heaven, we should need no other scourge. -
* Blessed it is that we have One who knows us, better than
we know ourselves, and who is too loving to gra.nt what we
oo often 80 rashly ask.

’ @t%; ‘BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD.

ARGAIN the next day after, John stood, and two of his
s disciples; and looking upon Jesus as He walked, he
saith, Behold the Lamb of God; and the two
< dlBClPleS heard him speak, and. they followed Jesus.”
What i 18 the important lesson we may learn from this?. That
just as J ohn looked at Jesus himself, was he able to speak of
.Hlm effectnally to others; then only was he able. to say with
.divine power, “ Behold the Lamb of God !” Herein, too, la.y
the simple explanation of the blessing which so emmently

attended his mmlstry, herein also lay the seeret source of His

: hmmhty
.. Yes, here is the source of our 1nd1v1dual blessmg, as well as,
our usefulness to others, “looking unto Jesus.” It requires
something more than evangehca.l preaching to reach,the
heart. “The truth, as it is in Jesus,” may be falthfnlly and
earnestly proclaimed, it may be clothed iu its most. attractive
garb, yet it will all be to no purpose unless there be in the one
" who proclaims it “looking unto Jesus” himself. = There must
be this, or all our preaching and speaking will fall powerless
on the ear. There must be this, or the heart of the speaker
will be inflated with. pride, if.God gives him any measure of
'su\ccessg 'I'here must be this, or self will in some meagare,
ta..rmgh all God’s -work. . There must be this, or there will be
- no. deep ‘spirituality of mind, no holy, heavenly walk with
God, no unction of the Spirit on our lips, or in. cur lives. -

]
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,l‘chg W hﬂ thiy: b&f@&m 0 e 80 mmsdwqu ?
Chygist 5 and withont this he. can be no.ambassador aé: gl
. “Liooking unto. Jesus,"—here is our. strongth for every emer-
emergency, 0ur &FRIOUD. ik eNery warfaye, onr. victory in every -

. qondliot,  Looking in temsptation, lo@hngmsnmamkawm
jo§, looking daily, looking honrly, looking g4 ald wsaes; This -
makes us strong when we are weak, mighty when wa. axe!

* feeble, and conquerors when all- things are against us. .

No eye uplitted to th‘ef §pwponr hag ever fainted in the sprife.

No bosoni tha,t laid “its sorrows on Him has ever bee&um

borne with care. 'Phis is the panaea for depressing. ¥

© for bitter dm&ppomtment; and for- crushmg sorrow. N
the hea,venly balm’ that wilh cakm the fretting: anemss
caused by the Httle vexaiuéns, and crosses; and mﬂs of .daily
e, T'rythe world/s' ‘opisites; if ‘you wilh, but: you “will fnd -
restr on}y here: You may scelé-to drown sorrow in pleasareo..
in- 8in, bat you wﬂl only shm-pen 1ts=edge, Test is ‘only ‘here,-
Iaeﬁ business; or the engmosswgcomerns of dﬂ»ﬂy kfecheat yon
mto temporary- oblwum, # you will; bt thera: your troubles-
are; and will bé il you turn and” look- to. Clrist;: rest'is only:

* here. To look nnto Jesus, you need not withdraw from: b -
th-ong “you- nieed: neb- leave- -your- accustomed’ place- at- the. -
ﬁresd& the masket, or-#he sliop; you need'not shat-yourselp

" up-n your, closet; or retire from e observation of men, :

. What are your leisare thoughts & Whither dothe desives’

o am&‘aﬁbeﬁmnsof your heart: turn £ Can they. not wing: their.

way to Jehovah’s throne® - ' Oan: they not be-ofben within: the:
veit & @un they: nob look.nato Jesus asd-draw down. pardon.
‘nd-peace, s!&remgth an&lwctory? . 'Whion- girdiup the loihs. of>
- gour mind: ~ At the fireside ov-in-the steeet, in- the_olosed or |
- among-the- Liusy haunts of men,” sendi apwards. your. leidnve:
'%h“o ‘ mwm Aike fora hewomnuiyto mwma: »
: prelyer; for o apirit evoir-bend on interec :

nuﬁltoxm wﬁmyonwcoﬁtmuﬁ e

rest; andiyous fill epjoymens. :




 FELIX NEFF,
' 'MISSIONARY OF THE HIGH ALPS.
' XIL

% *:TIV.E. of ’af mild and sunny clime,.Neﬁ was but il

‘severe - winters of the High Alps, accompanied as

ing exertion in close rooms with not over-clean scholars, along
with his continued evangelistic labours, eould. not but affest

“ i health; while the coarse food, incapable of supplyg the -

| umh ueeded nourishment to brain and niuscle, eompleu!y

‘broke down the digestive powers. The once iron frame of the

- emergetic missionary now grew feeble, requiring all the.devoted
" persistence of the brave heart to keep the weary linvhe stilt at

work. Chmage of air and rest might have restorsd’ him, but

“Neff, hawing put his hand to the plough, did not feel #

would e of God: to look back, even for a short time.

" He.pulled through the brief summer tolersbly well; bat
winter t0o soon returned, and the effort to continne wvisiting
this diffevent hamlets, when the most direct passes wers block-

od with soow, became rapidly beyond his strength, An -
apcident, shat he wiet with st shis time, tended much to en-

feebie his already weakened frame; springing aside, to sveid

' falling avalanche, in one of his toilsome’ journeys, he’ b&dl‘y
, spl*&ned his Imee, and suffered mach from it for msey wigntis.
' How

ook “he courageously. re-commenced his school w6 Dor-~
wm, sad’ writes thus to a friend in Jsnuary, 1827', “1 am

b fitted.to stand the continned strain of the frightfally .

:, -~ they were now by the stern hardships and privations -
ofhis salf-chosen sojourn at Dormilleuse. Hours of nnremit

o
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again conducting my winter school. We are buried in snow,

more than four feet deep. At this moment a terrible hurricane

is raging, which dashes the snow.about in clouds; we can
searcely put our feet out of the house; I know not when my
letter will reach you. The avalanches threaten us on all sides;

they have been falling thickly, especially about Dormilleuse.

" One Sunday evening, our students were returning home after
the preaching at Violins, when they narrowly escaped an
avalanche; it rolled down intoa long narrow defile, and fell
between two groups of people. Had it fallen a moment sooner
or later, it must have precipitated one of the parties into the
abyss below, and would have thus:destroyed the flower of the
youth of this region. - But God, who rules over the waves of
the sea, commands also the ice and the snow, and protects His
‘children in the midst of peril. The villages are everywhere
menaced with the impending danger. Upon several occasions
lately, I have heard even our calm and daring Alpines express -
anxiety. In fact; there are very few habitations in these parts

“which are not liable to be swept away, for there is not a spot
in the narrow corner of the valley which can be conmdered
absolutely safe.”

How Neff struggled through that terrible winter he ha.rdly

- knew, but it must have been an immense relief to him, when,

at the breaking-up of the school, he was free to return to his

more comfortable quarters at La Chalp. Here he tried to
nurse his knee, and to recruit his general health, which had
been slowly, but surely, declining through the last months; |

It was of little avail; he said later, when referring to this time, ]

“I perceived that my strength was diminishing rapidly; for

the first time I became conscious that I must seek that succour,

which, w1th all then* kindness, these poor mountaineers.counld
not procure me.’
Heart-breaking though the thought was, he saw’ there -was

no other alternative but to leave his cherished field of la.bom', 1



. FELIX NEFF, MISSIONARY OF THE HIGH ALPS. 238

. and return te his native land, to place himself under the tender
care of his loving mother.
The 17th April, 1827, was a sad day at La Chalp, as the
‘inhabitants gathered round their beloved pastor to bid him
farewell. Neff could not bear to leave his dear people without
one visit to each village, and, unfit as he was in-his weak state
fur the exertion, he started that day on his good-bye circuit.
As he turned away, for the last time, from the little white-
Washed cottage, that the villagers had so loved to have him
occupy among them, many shed bitter tears, which. he sought -
“in vain to stay with the gentle remonstrance, *“What mean
yeto weep and to break mine heart?”
Neff had not gone far into the gloomy valley, when he was
_cheered by the approach of four of his young converts from
Dormilleuse, who had walked eight leagues, so as to have
the  painful pleasure of sharing their dearly-loved teacher’s
weary march. With difficulty he got through that day’s
journey, but his watchful companions saw that it was-far be-
yond his strength. At dawn the following day, one of them
went on to Fressinidre and brought back a horse for him to
ride. Thus cared for, to the best of their powers, by the affec-

tionate peasants, Neff pursued his pilgrimage, from hamlet to -

hamlet, preaching farewell sermons to weeping congrégations,
~and giving stirring exhortations in private to those whom he
hoped would carry on the work after his departure. - It was.a
terrible ‘strain on the exhausted invalid, bat he sought
ywn‘;h brave words as to the Lord’s sufficiency, to comfort
others, while refraining to express his own deep grief. “How-
cever, I was not sorry,” he writes, “to have seen once more
my friends in the mountains. Iobserved with joy, that amidst '
fthe sadness caused by my departare, those, who were truly
éscablxshed in the faith, bore it with the greatest fortitude,
‘and joined their voices to mine, in assuring - those;who
were-most- cast downy that Jesus Christ, the. Chief Shepherd, -




eu : FRLIX sm, msswxmorum manm

never leaves us, and that with Him we ocan. want nothmg 3
"Neff passed through Mens on his way to Geneva, and tarriéd

there a little while, that he might ence again preach to the .

many who were dear to him in Christ. Utterly worn out., he

- at length reached the home of his childhood. . ‘

The change of air at first vevived him, and he: eagerly used :
the slight retarn. of strength-in the Lord’s service, though,
doubtless, this imprudence took away the last hope of ‘recov-
ery. During the following - wintér, the weakmesa of his
digestion {erribly increased, so that the only nourishment he

“was able to take was a liftle milk. ‘

In the spring of 1828, his docter recommended as. 8 last‘
resource, the mineral waters of Plombidres. Neff thought it.
right to follow this advice, though quite aware that his condi- -
tion was, humanly speaking, hopeless. He travelled by slow
stages, and the journey seemed to benefit him, for he was able
to preach in each town at which he stopped.

The worldliness of Plombiéres greatly distressed hun ;oall
were absorbed either in pleasnre-seeking, or in their own ail-
ments, and theve was no thonght of eternity. - His lips could

- not remain closed in such a scene, and he was soon. preaching
to the most fashionable congregation he had yet addressed,
prossing on them the claims of Christ, with as much fervor and
simplicity as when speaking to the uncouth peassnis of the -
High Alps. | Neff was very happy in this new service; and the -
- mineral waters haying for a while a beneficial effect, he gamed
a-little strength, netwithstanding his exertions. .

But as autumn came on he rapidly drooped, and very nn.
w;lhng]y had to take to his bed. Here he still testified brightly \
of Christ, to the many visitors, Roman Catholic priests among
the number, who daily thronged around his couch. While
‘thus laid aside he writes, “I cannot sufficiently thank God for

. ngoodmsstome. What calm, what peace, He givea me to.
enjoy ! Until lately it appeared impossible to me to bear the




; beemg oandemned to absolaté ma.ctmn; bnt the Lord no
sopner saw fit to call npon me to make this saorifiee, than Fe.
made me realize that what is impossible with man, is possible
‘with Him, By his grace I can say Amen to His will.”

« Neff's friends took advantage of a slight rally to meve him. -
baek to.Geneva, where he arrived in a worse state than when
he left it. His sufferings from indigestion.were noiv.greater

"than ever, so that he could only take a little. whey, and this

, eyoil oaused him snch hours of pain, that, before venturing tp

take eny, he would long endare the pangs of hunger. Ii was
‘an'sdditionsl trial that all conversation was forbiddep him ;

~he gonld but press the hands of those who came to see hnn,

- and give them one of his own sweet, bright smiles. .

- Thus, in silence and patience, passed many. hours of weari-

" ness and painfulness. The energetic worker was laid low,—
the brave soldier could no longer rush to battle against the
powers of evil in the world around ; but, at the Master’s feet,

‘¥ather would we say in His bosom, were many precious lessons
to be learned, before the exceeding gladness of His presence

" would for ever blot out the memory of the desert path. Many -

_ had marvelled at the life of active self-denial among the snowy -
Alps,—now they were to behold the likeness of Christ deepen-

_tig-in glory and beauty in the Christian, as he lay in hely
contemplation of Him who had so long filled his hes‘rb and
soul.

. In any little accession of strength, Neff would pen a fow
words to his beloved Alpines, or dictate a letter to them, his
mother being ever his willing secretary. The following shows
how anxious he was that, now he had for ever left them, the
weekly meetings should continue : «T exhort you- most - par-
ticnlarly not to neglect the assembling of yourselves together.

:T-dp not mean by this, those meetings only, where one speaks,

and all the others listen ; these doubtless, where the gospel is ~
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faithfully preached are so greatly blessed that you do not re-°
require any admonition concerning them. But this is not
enough for the Christian, nor is it such as is described and
enjoined in those passages, 1 Cor. xii. 5-28; 1 Cor. xiv. 23-31
&c., These meetings are those where all may exhort, and
where all aré edified; where each may communicate to his
brethren thelight and the grace which he has received from '
. God; ina'word, where each gives and takes, teaches and learns
in turn. These are the only assemblies which can be strictly
called mutnal; it is here that there is communion between
brethren. I repeat to you, then, my dear friends, take care to
encourage such meetings among you; and let them consist -
severally, as far as they can, of every age and of each sex, that
. they may be more simple, more unreserved, and more confid-
ing. He who goes to a meeting only when a stranger, or one
of more than common eloquence makes his appearance, and -
neglects to go, when none but the humble and the simple
attend, cannot be said to be spiritually minded.”
Extracts from another letter show how lovingly his heart
still dwelt among the ha.ppv scenes of labor he had left.
¢ October 6th, 1828
" In the state of complete isolation in which I am kept by my long
sickness, my mind often wanders, as in’ a dream, over the High Alps.
My heart accompanies it in its journey, and finds itself (not without -
exertion) in all those places where it has known so many delightful
sensations; especially where it has beat for the conversion of poor sin-
ners, or rejoiced over precious souls, eager for the word of salvation.
Again T pass through the valleys, and over the mountains, and along the
. shepherds’ paths which I have so often trodden. I find myself again in
the cottages, in. the stables, in the orchards, where I have talked of
heavenly things, with those who axr: dear to me in Christ. I see them
all separately, or together. I hear them, and speak to them; and in
such. moments, as I did then, I lift ap my soul to the-Father,in prayer,
for His dear children.......... .. But that which throws the deepest shade
over the picture, is the number of those who have perished in the “wil-
derness, who, after having come out of Bgypt, have returned thither in

\
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their hearts, not having had courage to press forward to possess the good
land!...... Oh! how the remembrance of them grieves me! How deeply
I lament the loss of those dear children, who have appearel bright as
flowers, but, like barren flowers, have produced no frait! But what
shall I say of those who have yielded some fruit, who have begun a new
life, who have borne witness to the truth, who have even brought others
to the light, and who have returned like the sow to her wallowing in the
mire ? Take heed, dear friends, to that word of the Lord: ‘“Abide in
me, as the branch abides in the vine.”” He does not only say there, as
He did elsewhere, *“Come unto Me,” but, ‘“ Abide in me.”

Extracts from another letter: .
“March, 1829.

I am considerably weaker than I was five months ago, and have power
to say very little, but I am most anxious to write to you. I feel con-
strained to confirm to-day all that I have before spoken, and all that I
preached to you, and told you when I was with you; for I have now
proved those truths which I then taught. Yes, now, more than ever, I
feel the importance, the absolute importance, of being a Christian
indeed, of living in habitual ‘communion with the Lord, of abiding in
Him. - A Christian without affliction, is only a soldier on parade; but I
experience the reality of it now,and I will openly bear witness of it,
whilst God still gives me strength so to do. This trial was needful for
me, I felt beforehand that it was requisite, and I do not fear to tell you
that I prayed to the Lord for it. My position is indeed painful; I who
delighted so much in an active, stirring life, have long been reduced to
the most complete inertia, scarcely able to eat, drink, sleep, speak, or
to listen to reading, or to receive the visits of my brethren, and even to
dictate these few lines is a great effort............ I can, however, without
hesitation, declare, that I would not exchange this state of trial, for that
in which some of my years have been passed, even in the midst of my
labors ; for, though my life may hav® been spent in the service of Christ,
and may have appeared exemplary in the eyes of men, I find in it much
unfaithfulness, many sins, many things which in my sight, and above
all, in the sight of the-Lord, have marred my work.......... Ah! my dear
friends, “redeem the time;’ I cannot repeat it too often; live unto God.
If you feel the infinite worth of your heavenly calling; if you know the
love of Christ which passeth all understanding—can you ever forget the
dignity of that glorious title, child of God, which you bear? Can you
ever be anything but Christians, if you have felt what infinite happiness



228 FELIX i\:E;-'F, MISSIONARY OF THE HIGH ALPS.

it is to be a Christian ? You will be such in all things and in all'plaees;
each one of you-will become in some wise a witness of God’s grace, a
missionary, a minister of Christ............ Labor then in the kingdom of
God ; be courageous in this holy warfare, give no rest to yourselves......

As to myself I have every reason to believe my task is finished; I wait
until, by means of trial, the Lord shall accomplish within me the work
of patience; may He then take me, how and when He pleases, to His
eternal rest. Having then no hbpe of seeing you again in this world, I
must take leave of you, commending you to God and the word of His
grace. Oh, my dear friends, how many things still remain for me to say
to you! but the Lord will supply them. Above all read the Bible; go
constantly to that tree of life which bears fruit in all seasorns; you will
always find there some fruit ripe for you, some word that will do good
to your souls. If you have time for any other reading, let it be chosen
agreeably to the will of God............

I wish, my dear brothers and sisters, that I could mention each of you
by name ; but, thank God, there are too many of you. You know my
affection for you all, and how ardently I look forward to meeting you in’
heaven. Be of good courage then, my dear friends, we shall soon meet
again, and it will be for ever, for ever! Think upon this, and grieve not
at our short separation. Once more, adieu. May the Lord bless and
keep you; may the Lord give you that peace and joy which the world
cannot take away.

Your very affectionate brother,
’ FELIX NEFF.

The devoted missionary refused, during the last fortnight
of his life, to spend further care upon the frail earthly taber-
nacle, which it was evident mnst so shortly be cut down.. His
sick room was now thrown open to all, and while the feeble
voice could make itself heard, seme word of stirring exhorta-
tion was given to each-one. He was full of joy at the prospect
of soon being with the Lord; the thought of leaving his be-
loved mother, in the weakness of old age, being the only sorrow
on his heart. He would cften shed tears, when she was not
present, exclaiming, “ My poor, poor Mother!”

A few days before his death, with dim ecyes and trembling
fingers, Neff traced a few nearly illegible lines of last farewell
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to his much loved friends of the Alps, ending, “I ascend to
our Father in entire peace. Victory! Victory! Victory througfl
Jesus Christ.” B

On the 12th of April, 1829, came the summons for this
fuitliful servant to go up higher, and, with exceeding joy, he
entered the presence of the Lord.

‘NOTES ON THE DAILY PORTION.

g’l B.—These Bible notes end here and will not be continued in the coming year,
as the space being so limited, it is thought better to afford more room for short
articles on practical christian life. It is sincerely hoped that each  of our readers
will most earnestly and diligently, however, continue their daily Blble study and
prayer, as it is the onlv foundation of all Christian life.

DECEMBER 11.—DECEMBER 31.

DECEMBER 11. REV.vii. (2) Study all the seals and sealing of the
New Testament. This'is entirely and literally Jewish. (14) Out of the
great tribulation. Contrast the lovely picture at the end of chap. vii.,
with that at the end of chap. vi. Is it better to be one of the kings of
chap. vi., or one of the sufferers of chap. vii? '

DEcEMBER 12. REv. viii. Why was there silence? (3) Incense—
the fragrance of Christ, in which alone our prayers are accepted.

DeceEMBER 13. REv. ix. A mysterious letting loose of the powers of
darkness for a short space on the earth. (20) These plaguer remind us
of those on Pharaoh in Egypt.

DecEMBER 14. REV.x. (1) Who was thxs ? (4) What mysteries
are hidden here! (6) All this chapter is most mysterious. (10) So
is the word often to us.

DeceMBER 15. REV. xi: (8) Are these Moses and Elijah ? (8) This
is Jerusalem undoubtedly, and this will probably be literal. 19)
What does this mean ? How far do the symbols of the tabernacle find
the realities of which they were the pattern, in heaven ¢

DeEcEMBER 16. Rev. xii. (5) This is Christ. (8-9) Christ foresaw
this in the Gospels.” (14) Is not this woman the Jewish remnant?

DECEMBER 17. LEvITICUS Xiv. (8) A bird would do as the type of
. the salvation of the leper; but after he was saved he was not satisfied
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with less than the full list of offerings, setting forth all the perfections
of Christ.

DeceMBER 18. LeviTicus xvi. Two bullocks and two goats : one to
represent propitiation or God’s side of Christ’s work; the other substi-
tution or man’s side. .

DeceEMBER 19. Leviricus xvii. (7) Idols were really only devils in
disguise. (11) We can feed on death now. All things are ours, life,
death. Hence we have the cup at the Lord’s supper.

DeceMBER 20. LEVITICUS xix. A great deal of this chapteris of daily
practical value.  (16) Especially such a verse as this, and this 35-36.
Are we clear on this matter ?

DecEMBER 21. LEvITICUS xXx. We can have no idea of the wickedness
of the Canaanites, in these days. (7) Be ye holy, for I am holy, is ever
the principle of God’s people. (25) Ceremonials laws were as binding
as moral laws, to the Jews. The latter only remain for us.

DECEMBER 22. REv. xiii. The beast, the dragon and the false prophet,
the trinity of evil. (5) 42 months, the latter half of Daniel’s last week
of years. (16) Compare this marking with-God’s sealing (chap. vii.)

DECEMBER 28. REV. xiv. As soon as Antichrist’s followers are marked,
Christ’s sealed ones stand revealed. (8) What does this mean ? This
Babylon is surely Rome. - (14) Collect all the different aspects in which
Christ is seen in this book. 7

DECEMBER 24. Rev. xv. (1) What a most awful thought! (3) What
songs are these? (5) Again we get the thought of a holy of L(lies in
heaven. We know but little of these heavenly mysteries as yet.

DrcEMBER 25. REV. xvi. (13) The trinity of evil.  (15) Christ
here as a thief. (19) What great city is this?

DecEMBER 26. REV. xvii. This is undoubtedly the judgment of the
church of Rome, and of the very city of Rome, on the seven hills.

" (14) How remarkable all through that the Lamb, not the Lion, is Lord.

DecEMBER 27. REv. xviii. This is still Rome, but perhaps includes
the Roman empire and her great industries, as well as ecclesiastically.
What an awful place this system has in God’s judgments!

DeceMBER 28. REv. xix. The atmosphere seems to be cleared after
the last chapter, and we can breathe more freely. (7) Shall I be there P -
(14) Enoch’s prophecy at last fulfilled. .

DEcEMBER 29. REV.xx, Devil bound during the mlllenmum—hence
the peace and joy on earth. (11) This is at the close of the millennium.

DecEMBER 30. REvV. xxi. (6) Compare xvi. 17. (19) We are like
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_agreat city he centre of all the a.jctivities of Christ in the millennium.
. .the spiritual metropolis of His kingdom. (22) No temple. The earthly

Jerusalem will have one. ‘ “ g

" DEceMBRR 31. REV. xxii. How this reminds us of Genesis ii. .(12)
Remember this as to work; (20) and this for the heart. It is striking,
our Lord Himself speaks the closing words of the inspired volume. (21)
Do not forget this verse in the beanties of the one before; it is very

) precmus

TALKS ON THE WAY HOME.
OUR FEET FOR GOD.

'7§§v’ Teachwell.—And what have you been doing Practlce‘?' _
Practice. —Not much. IfindI am so often misusing

my hands: - But our last talk was really helpful in stopping

me several times in doing wrong,and I am trying to keep them

"for Christ’s use.

- Teachwell.—I think we must now have a few words about -
onr feet. As Theory says, we might talk all the rest of ¢ the

" way. home’ about our hands, but we want only just so much

talk as will shew us the principle of our conduct. The details
will all come as we try to carry this out.

" Theory.—I suppose you look on the feet as representing the
walk of the believer; as the tongue represents the words, and
the hands the work.

Teachwell.—I do, and more, for we cannot be too literal.
God speaks of our actual feet. “How beautiful are the Jfeet of
those who bring glad tidings of good things!”

Steadfast.—In my case, that consists of walking three miles
each way, to and from my Sunday Class. x

Teachwell —And is it no comfort and encoura,gement to
know Jesus sees your tired feet, and mazks in whose service
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_ they have got weary. Is there no difference to Him between
. those feet, and the tired ones a.fter a day’s worldly slght see-. -
- ing? ,
' Halfheart.—1 suppose you would say our. feet, as much as .
our hands, are always to be used for Christ ? 7
Peachwell.—Directly or indirectly, certainly. The Lerd
watches our feet when plodding along to our daily business
cheerfully and punctually, and this can be done to Him- as
much as the. Sunda,y s walk to School. .
Practice.—I know I might do a great deal mere thh my .
feet than I do. I keep them on the fendex' and foot-stool too
long.
© Teachwell. —Many an errand of love and mercy are doubtless -
lost through indolence. I always think the sloth of the flesh
is as much, if not more, to be feared than its activity.
Steadfast—What do you mean by its activity ?
Teachwell.—I was not thinking of activity to do evil, but of
running in God’s ‘ways without being sent. Letting our feet
tread the path of service, before they have, unshod, stood in
the Holiest of Holies to receive His commands. I think the
reason aged pilgrims more specially condemn the zeal of the

" flesh than its sloth in young believers, is because it is so much

more apparent, much of the latter passing unnoticed ; but I am
certain the one is as offensive to God as the other. ‘
" Practice.—Now just say a word to encourage us before you
stop. ' ,
Teachwell.—It shall be this. Think whose errands you are
’rumfu'ng. He is no longer here. His feet, literal feet, after
going about doing good all His life, were transfixed with nails -
tor you. All His errands now must be run by you. He
makes you the messenger of His love and grace to saved and
unsaved. No arch-angel in heaven has higher and holier em-
ployment than you may have for your feet, if you only seek
it, as the prophet did of old. “Here am I, send me.’ i



THE LAWS OF HEALTH
X
EXERCISE.

gl LHOUT the proper food and pure air, of which we have laely
been speakmg, no amount of exercise or work can be -accept-
‘able to God. But the sonl that is feeding on the Word of God,
¥ and living in the atmosphere of cominunion with Christ, must,
i1 some way, work for Him, for the result would be to promote.
the desire.to serve. -Every tree.is known by its frait, and though, it is-
" by grace we ave saved, and not of works, (Eph. ii. 8.) yet, * faith with-
: out works is dead,” (Jamenii. 26.) .
I would not work, my soul to save,
For that my Lord has done;
* But. I would work like any slave,
‘ . For love of God’s dear Son. -

B There are many klnds of exercise suited to the different condlmona o
spmtna.l life. Those laid ‘aside from this world’s turmoil and confugion
in the. solxtude of a sick chamber, may have the exercises of faith ‘and
prayer, of patience and submlssmn .and those occupled with earthly
dnties, which leave but little leisure for the Master’s ‘work, will be
éxercised how to best use every opportunity he may find, to speak for
Him and be true-to Him. While those ‘especially favoured by Him with.

" both time and talents, will exercise both in His service, seeking out the
lost sheep, and sounding forth the message of God’s love, or establish- \

: ing and building up the weak in faith.

‘,‘ We have many admonitions in the word of God, from which we may
: mrely know Hé would not have us indolent or idle. Jesus Hlmself tells..
us'to “ work while it is day.”
. “'Weare ‘to follow after righteousness, godliness, fa.it;h love, patience;
' and meskness. (Tim. vi. 11.)
... 'Holding forth the word of life. (Phil. iii. 16.) .
~Running with patience the race set before us. (iieb. xii. 1.)
Pressing. forward for the prize. (Phil. iii. 14.)
Ranning that we may obtain ; (1 Cor. ix. 24) and above a,ll watching
" for the Master’s return with eagerness to hear froxe His own lips, “ Well -
_dotis, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” *
, . M.AS.




“WALKING WITH CHRIST.”

NND Jesus saith unto them, What seek ye ? They said
unto ‘Him, Rabbi, where dwellest thou ? He saith to
them, Come and see. (John i. 38.) We may notice
the action of the Lord here, as instructive to our-
selves.. The Saviour journeying onward, two who were as yet
strangers to Him, hear, and receive into their hearts, the testi-
mony of the minister of Christ, and follow Him.

- He sees them following, and turning towards them says,
© “what seek ye?” They des1re to know His abiding place. The
*" Saviour says, “Come and see.”  Thus He ever speaks to all
those, who, like the disciples here, desire to know Him fully.
“Come and see,”-—Come and walk with Me; travel in company
with Me. If we would know Jesus fully, and abide with Him
‘hereafter, we must walk with Him now. It is oilly as we walk

" with anyone in companionship, that we can truly know them; -

- and it is only as we walk with Jesus, in living and abiding
communion, that we can know Him.

That introduction to the Saviour which so many Christians
. satisfy themselves with in the first reception of the Gospel,
__is not what the Lord sets before us in His Word. What the .
Saviour seeks now, as then, is our companionship, fellowship,
communion. Our first belief of the truth and acceptance of
that Saviour as ours, is only the first step in a walk with God
till we reach His dwelling-place. And, like the disciples here,
we know not where He dwells, nor do we kqow the way, ex-
cept as we walk with Him. “We know not whither thou goest,
and how can we know the way?’’ said one of old. “I am the
way, the truth, and the life,” was the Lord’s reply.  Wehave

- to walk by faith, as they had. = Losing sight of Him we are

-~



I
-
WALKING Jvrm CHRISI.” . 235,

lost. Wandering away from His side we miss the track.
Walking at-a distance from Him, we miss the counsel, the
comfort, the fellowship, and the upholding strength of His
out-stretched arm. With our eye off Him we are not safe for

" a moment. Nearness to God, and continued nearness, is our ;

only place of happiness, as well as. our only place of. safety.
Nor are we left to choose our path, the path is His. It will
‘be.a path of sorrow, for He has said it. It is one of certain '
tribulation, for He has assured us we shall have it. To follow
Him, without taking up the cross, is simply impossible.
Before one step in that path can be taken, we must take
up the cross with the calm conviction, that we are to carry it
~ all the way. The Shepherd cannot take one path and the sheep-’

" another. The Saviour cannot take one way and His follower . ¢

the other. The way must be His, and His only. To reach

the dwelling, you must go where He leads—over the .rough _.

place and over the smooth—across the mountain and over the
hill—through the swelling flood, and down into the dark valley.
Bat, blessed thought in such a journey, we are not alone. He
travels with us every step, and never leaves our side for a -

moment Our way may be through “waters” of affliction, .. .

“rivers” of sorrow, and “flames’’ of trial, yet, He is in each, O
‘sharing the heart’s burden, drinking its bitter cup. “When
‘thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
* through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when .thou

walkest through the fire thou shalt not he burnt, neither shall
_the flames kindle upon thee.”  Then, beloved brother and .
- sister, “think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is
. to try you, as though seme strange thing happened unto.you,.
but .rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s suffer-
ings.” If your past years have been comparatively easy, pros:
perous, and happy, so far as this life is concerned, there ‘is
much reason to fear that you have been wa,lkmg in “another
path‘tha.n Christ’s, or that you have been walking at a distance .
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from God, that you have not been walking with Jesus to the
dwelling.

The Shepherd’s eye has seen the sheep at a distance, and
He has brought it nearer to Him. IHe has broughtit into His
path of sorrow, it is true, but the path of satety. He saw you
in danger, at a distance, and His love brought you back again.
Beloved, it is well! God’s dealings are all right, and soon you
will say so. Your beauteouslandscape may be clonded; your
fairest and loveliest flower may have been plucked; your
choicest blessing may have been doomed to perish before your
eyes; your crown, your glory, may have been stripped, and
your way hedged up that you cannot pass. Be it so, beloved,
allis well. God’s way is always right. The affliction was
needful, depend upon it; but for it, the next step might have
been a plunge over the brink. Ob, it is well! Look up, and
though with tears falling thickly from thine eyes, strive to
say, “Hven so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight.”

EDITOR’S NOTICE.
NEXT YEAR.

It is with feelings of thankfulness to God that we now reach the last month of
this year, and both writer and reader can bless Him for a year’s mercies, a year’s
guidance and a year’s keeping. And now we trust, as God helps us, to make this
Magazine a greater power for good in the coming year. To this end we hope to
insert a series of earnest papers on practical Christianity specially addressed
to young men ; a series of Conversations on ‘the Way of Holiness ’; short extracts
trom the private diary of a devoted servant of God recently called home front
China ; short sketches of interesting scenes in the lives of Christian men of other
days; and a variety of other brief narratives, and practical papers.

The Editor earnestly begs his present readers (as well as former readers of “ the
Young Believer ’* and ‘‘ the Bible Student *’) to seek to make this Magazine well
known among their Christian friends. They will see that the Publisher has made
special reductions for those who can take a quantity each month for giving away ;
with which view each number will be, as far as possible, complete in itself.

In conclusion the Editor would also ask for the prayers of all Christian readers
that this little effort to guide young pilgrims on ‘the Way Home’ may be still more
argely blessed by God in the coming year.





