















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ZJ6 “No CoNTiNUING City HERE”

but also entitled to perfect, infnite happiness in “that
day” when Christ shall reap the reward of His work; of
that devotedness which brought Him dowv from His true
home above into the midst of the darkness and desolaton
of this sorrowful world; which caused Him, in the like-
ness of sinful fesh, to give His life a ransom for the lost
and unworthy (Rom. 8: 1-4). R

“No Continuing City Here”
(Heb. 13: 14)

With no place to lay Thy head,
Just a manger for Thy bed:

So "without the gate’, with Thee,
\\Vere Thou'st sufered, we would be.

By Thy death, O Son of God,
By Jehova's chastening rod,

By Thy blood once shed for us,
We are sheltered by Thy cross.

"No continuing city here,"

For Thine own Thou countest dear;
No abiding place we'd know

Where Thou wast despised so.

Yea, "witout the camp's" our place,
Where Thou'st led us in Thy grace,
There we would abide witt Thee,
Seriing, till Thy face we see.

Then, Lord, like Thee, with Thee, yea,
On, e'en through eternal day;

All our hopes at last fulflled,

Every hungry longing stilled.

Oh, to see Thee on Thy thronel
|-ushed forever ev'ry moan,
All creation then shaH own
Thou art Lord, &d Thou alone!
—I{ELEN MCDOWELL.



“A MAN IN CHRIST,”
Or, The Place, the Peril and the Power of the Christian
(2 Cor. 12))

The possibilities of a Christian come before us in a
most striking manner in this chapter. The height to
which he may be taken and the depths to which he may
fall, alike are presented. Here we may discover the
wonderful privileges of the believer as “a man in Christ”
and the awful dangers to which he is exposed as having
the flesh in him, himself.

“I knew (or, “I know” rather) a man in Christ,”
says the apostle (referring no doubt to himself), “such
an one caught up to the third heaven....How that he
was caught up to paradise and heard unspeakable words,
which it is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such an
one I will glory: yet of myself I will not glory but in
mine infirmities” (2 Cor. 12: 2-5).

A remarkable utterance truly, and worthy of our most
careful consideration.

‘A MAN IN CHRIST’—HIS POSITION

This is the portion of every child of God. The be-
liever on the Lord Jesus is “in Christ.” Some well-
known passages show this conclusively. And, mark it
well, they are written of all Christians. “We are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works”
(Eph. 2:10). “Of Him (of God) are ye in Christ Jesus”
(1 Cor. 1: 30). “To the praise of the glory of His grace,
wherein He hath made us accepted in ti:e Beloved” (Eph.
1: 6). “Now He which stablisheth us with you in Cirist,
and hath anointed us is God” (2 Cor. 1: 21).

From these and other scriptures we may see that the
“man in Christ” is w/olly God’s workmanship. He is what
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God has chosen to make him. He is “complete in Christ”
(Col. 2: 10). Nothing can be added to him for he is
“blessed with alf spiritual blessings in Clirist.”” And he
is seen to be part of a new creation altogether, as it is
written, “If any man be in Christ he is a new creature”
(a new creation).

“A man in Christ” thus is in a new position before
God, entirely. He was “in Adam” as to his standing.
There he was linked up with his first father, in sin and
condemnation and death. Now the translation has taken
place. He has been taken out of that association and
is linked up with Christ and His obedience and with
justification, and life and glory.

Qur attainments differ. There are various stages in
spiritual growth. We may be babes, or young men or
fathers. Our experiences may and do change. Ieelings
and realizations may come and go. But every believer
is at all times “in Christ” before God.

A servant of the Lord would sometimes ask young
Christians the question, “Are you in Adam or in Christ?”
Falteringly the answer would come, “I suppose that I am
in Christ.” To test further, the next question was put,
“How often are you in Christ? “Not very often I fear,”
would sometimes be the reply. Then the truth would be
unfolded, the glorious truth, that we are always in Christ.

The Christian is never put back into his old place
in Adam. He stands for ever associated with the Lord
Jesus, beyond death and beyond judgment. Five words
express this great truth “Christ’s place is our place.” Or
as another has said, in another sentence of five words,
“In Christ is as Christ.” Until this precious fact is
known a soul is kept in uncertainty. Doubts and mis-
givings will fill the mind and it may be at times despair
may distress the most earnest seeker after a consistent
walk.
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“A MAN IN CHRIST’’—TIIIS HOME

“A man in Christ. ..caught up to the third heaven. ..
caught up to paradise.” Here our great ultimate is seen.
The terminus of our pilgrim pathway is to be with Christ,
in paradise. But the “man in Christ” of our chapter
anticipated the day of glory, when all Christ’s own will
be there. It pleased God that His servant should be in
ecstasy. “Whether in the body or out of the body” we
are not told and need not conjecture for all such con-
jectures are profitless. He was rapt away from the things
of time and sense. TFor the duration of that period of
bliss he was in the innermost presence of God, “in the
paradise of God” (Rev. 2: 7). There Christ is everything
and the world around us and the flesh within us, while
here, are nothing. Thoughts of the body therefore have
no place.

It was the sovereign power of God which translated
this “man in Christ” to that scene of unspeakable glory.
And before long it will translate every Christian to that
same scene, at the coming again of our Lord. In Paul’s
case his visit to the home of eternal life was of limited
extent and was for the purpose of confirmation in his
service and to extend his usefulness. In our case it will
be of everlasting duration, “for ever with the Lord.”

Such is the surpassing value of the precious blood of
Christ, that a poor thief could come forth from prison
on the morning of his execution, careless and callous; he
could, later on, join in the curses of the mob against the
crucified Son of God; but turning to Him at last and his
sins being cleansed, he could pass with the Saviour into
paradise at the close of the day, fitted to be the com-
panion of Christ in His glory. And this is our prospect
through grace. All blessedness is summed up in being
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like Christ and with Christ in His own home — the
Father’s house. There in perfect suitability, conformed
to His image, our souls will know the delights in fulness
of which the “man in Christ” tasted when caught up.

‘A MAN IN CHRIST’—HIS OCCUPATION

When in the third heaven, in his ecstatic state, Paul
was in conscious enjoyment. No “sleep of the soul” was
his. He heard unspeakable things. He listened to reve-
lations which it was not possible to convey to men in
their mortal condition. Entranced with the vision he
was not aware of his bodily form at all. Whether in it
or not he could not tell. He was engaged altogether with
the communications which were being made to him.
What these communications were we are not told. Their
character was such that they could not be uttered on
earth. What will engage us there? = Perhaps we may
learn something of this from the transfiguration scene
on the holy mount. Moses and Elias appearing there in
glory, spake with the Lord Jesus of the decease which
He would accomplish at Jerusalem. Calvary with all its
wonderful teachings may be the subject of consideration
in that home of glory when “talking with Jesus!”
Blessed occupation!

And there our prayers will be ended, and praise will
fill our lips, as we enjoy fulness of blessing in the presence
and likeness of our Lord. No more curse, no more sigh-
ing, no more crying, no more pain, no more death—all
the former things will have passed away. The groaning
within ourselves (as here we share with a groaning crea-
tion, travailing in pain) will be hushed for ever and
exchanged for the Hallelujah chorus of the redeemed.

Unspeakable words falling on our ears, unspeakable
sights charming our vision, unspeakable joy filling our



NEARNESS To CIIRIST AND ITS EFFECT 241

hearts! All will be according to the mind of God, and
the presence of our Saviour and Lord will give character
to everything around. And there, too, the power of the
Holy Ghost will be unhindered. Nought within or around
will mar the realms of glory.

“But who that glorious blaze,
Of living light shall tell,
Where all His brightness God displays,
And the Lamb’s glories dwell?”

“God and the Lamb shall there
The light and temple be,
And radiant hosts forever share
The unveiled mystery.”
—INGLIS FLEMING.

(To be continued, D.V.)

NEARNESS TO CHRIST AND ITS EFFECT

To learn, in a day of grace, to be still, and know that
God is God, is completely above the education of the
flesh.

The spirit of the age affects many Christians, who
labor to restore old things for the service of God, instead
of being broken before Him by the sense of their down-
fall.

To confess openly that which we are in the presence
of that which God is, is always the way to peace and
blessing. Even when only two or three are together be-
fore God, if it be thus with them, there will be no dis-
appointments nor deluded hopes.

The word for the remnant is “Sanctify the Lord God
in your hearts.” He is the only centre ol gathering.
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The Holy Ghost does not gather saints around mere
views, however true they may be, upon that which the
church is, upon that which it has been, or that which it
may be, on the earth, but He always gathers them around
that blessed Person who is the same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever. “Where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matt.
18: 20).

We need to be watchful against boasting, need to be
still, in the presence of God. There is much indepen-
dence and self-will almost everywhere.

If anyone speaks of separation from evil, without being
humiliated, let him take care lest his position becomes
simply only that which at all times has constituted sects,
and produced doctrinal heresy. Nearness to Christ would
keep us from sectarianism, the most natural weed of the
human heart. Sectarianism is getting an interest in a
little circle round ourselves.

Now I know of no service which is worthy of Him,
if it is not done in humiliation. This is not the time to
speak of a place for ourselves. If the church of God,
so dear to Christ, is dishonored in this world; if it is
scattered, ignorant, afflicted, he who has the mind of
Christ will always take the lowest place. True service
of love will seek to give according to the need, and be-
cause of their need, he will never think of slighting the
objects of the Master’s love because of their necessity.

Men taught of God, for His service, go forth from a
place of strength, where they have learnt their own weak-
ness and their own nothingness. They find that Jesus is
everything in the presence of God, and Jesus is every-
thing for them in all things, and everywhere. Such men,
in the hands of the Holy Spirit, are real helps for the
children of God, and they will not contend for a place,
or a distinction, or for authority, amongst the scattered
flock. The communion of a man with God about the
church will show itself in a willingness to be nothing in
himself, and such an one will rejoice in his heart to spend
and to be spent.

There is great instruction in the conduct of Zerubbabel,
recounted in the book of Ezra.
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Heir of the place which Solomon had occupied in days
of prosperity and glory, he spoke not of his birth, nor of
his rights.  He is, however, faithful in all the path of
separation, of sorrow, and of conflicts he is obliged to
pass through.

If we speak of our testimony upon the earth, it will
soon be evident that all is but weakness, and, like the
seed lost upon the wayside, the testimony will likewise
end to our shame.

Neither the anger, nor the prudence, nor the preten-
sions of man can do anything, in the state of confusion
in which the church is now. I freely own that I have no
hope in the. efforts which many make to assure them-
selves an ecclesiastical position. When the house is
ruined in its foundations by an earthquake, it matters
little how one tries to make it an agreeable dwelling-place.
We shall do better to remain where the first discovery
of the ruin of things by man’s deed has placed us—with
our faces in the dust. Such is the place which belongs
to us by right, and, after all, it is the place of blessing.

I have read of a time when several were gathered to-
gether in such sorrow of heart, that for a long time they
could not utter a single word; but the floor of the meet-
ing-room was wet with their tears. If the Lord would
grant us such meetings again, it would be our wisdom to
frequent these houses of tears. “They that sow in tears,
shall reap in joy” (Ps.126:5).

It is not only for the earthly remnant that this is true,
it is also written for us. I would willingly take a long
journey to join these afflicted ones; but I would not go
a step with the object of receiving from the hands of most
excellent men power to overturn all to-day, and recon-
struct to-morrow.

We need to watch over ourselves, lest, after having
been preserved from the corruption of the age by the very
precious truths revealed to us in our weakness, we should
be taken in the net of presumption, or thrown into in-
subordination.

These are things which God can never recognize or
tolerate, since we are called to “keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace,” —J. N. DARBY.



THE BRIAR AND THE ROSE GARDEN#*

I am sitting in a garden of roses, which are silently
yet luxuriantly yielding their response to the glorious
shining of the sun, and to the labors and care of their
cultivator. But not far away, just over the road in fact,
is some rough land in which briars and other wild things
are growing rankly. These surroundings make me ponder,
and that right deeply. What a contrast between this fra-
grant garden and that tangle of useless growth! The
first is a thing of beauty and a joy to every eye, the
latter is a pernicious plot and a pest. Yes, here is a
lesson, here is truth to be learned.

I and every other Christian once grew and found our
whole life and pleasure in “this present evil world,” we
had our part in the pestilential growth of “ungodliness
and worldly lusts,” wild things were we, untrained, and
refusing all training, doing our own wills; fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and the mind; by nature the children
of wrath. And over the way was the garden where the
Master trained His roses, where His will was supreme,
“that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 1
remember the time when I, a wild briar, looked over the
fence across the way and saw the beauty of the Lord’s
tillage, and realized the uselessness of my life, and its
hopelessness. I knew what the end must be to all the
wild growth in which I had my part, for I had read in
Holy Scripture that “that which beareth thorns and briars
is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be
burned” (Heb. 6: 8). Yes, this present evil world must

* The above article, as well as the following: “I acknowl-
edged, Thou forgavest,” Your Own Salvation, In Secret,
The Gum Trees and the Storm, and God Giveth us the
Vietory, which have appeared or will appear in this
magazine, are to be had separately in booklet form, with
attractive covers, at 5c. each.
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come under the judgment of God. ‘“Behold the Lord
cometh. .. .to execute judgment,” and every wild briar
must be burned.

I remember how dissatisfied I was with my life long
ago, how disappointed I was when in spite of all my
sighs and struggles I could not produce roses such as
grew in the Master’s garden, and my disappointment
deepened into disgust as I learnt that it was my very
nature that was at fault, so that I often addressed myself
in those lines by a great poet that I heard a servant of the
Lord quote with considerable force at that time, and
apply to the flesh—the unregenerate self.

“Who knows thee well will treat thee with disgust:
Degraded mass of animated dust.”

I learnt afterwards that all this exercise of heart was
the result of the Master’s interest in me. He had pur-
poses of grace in regard to me, and these exercises were
preparing me for a wonderful event that was to take
place in my life, which was nothing less than being trans-
planted by grace to His own kingdom of grace.

How it melts the heart and moistens the eye to consider
the long-suffering of God with this world of iniquity,which
still pleads with men in it who have no desire for any-
thing but their own sinful wills, as it did with us who
are now saved, as it did with me. He still holds back
the well-deserved wrath, and continues to call out of the
world a people for His Name by His gospel. He is still
choosing those who by nature are briars and transplant-
ing them to His own plot that He may there fulfil His
own purpose in and through them. Apart from this
sovereign mercy, neither I nor any other Christian would
ever have desired to have any place or portion outside
the world.

“By grace we are saved,” and of all such the Word
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says, “Ye are God’s husbandry.” What a joy it was to
be transplanted to God’s garden, to find oneself standing
in the “truc grace of God,” there to “grow in grace”;
no longer under condemnation, but in Christ. The knowl-
edge of that made me sing “Happy day!” But God’s
plan was to do more than transplant us to His own plot.
More was necessary than that; the briar growth had to
give place to the true rose graft; room had to be made
for Christ, the plant of renown. CHRIST must be writ-
ten in our hearts, in yours and mine, and that was done
in my case when I learnt that He had loved me and given
Himself for me, that my salvation from a life of slavery
and an eternity of woe had been secured for me by His
suffering on the cross; the price was His precious blood,
for the forgiveness of sins and redemption from the
bondage of sin could be secured at no lesser cost.

I remember when first I had a garden, and knew noth-
ing of rose culture, how delighted I was when I noticed a
most vigorous growth on a beautiful rose-tree. I looked
for many fragrant blossoms on that branch that seemed
to lengthen by inches every day, but no roses appeared
and those shoots which were bearing roses began to lan-
guish and cease to flower. Then I realized that this, to
me, most promising growth was the product of the briar
root, and because it had not been cut away ruthlessly,
the tree had lamentably suffered, and not again that
season did it put forth its former beauty. The flesh
in us abides the same and will to the end, and if the life
of Jesus is to be made manifest in our mortal bodies,
there must be the mortification of our members which
are upon the earth. We must be those who have no con-
fidence in the flesh. Self-judgment must be our rule.
Many of those bitter experiences in life when things that
we cherished, and in which we could boast, those things
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that made something of us, were taken from us, were
simply the Master’s wise cutting down of the self-growth
that Christ might be magnified in us. How often under
that culture has our pride been checked and our vanity
wounded, and this must continue to the end; the ex-
perience is not joyous while it lasts, the sharp pruning-
knife seems to cut into the very core of our being, but
it was all meant to yield afterwards those peaceable fruits
of righteousness, the fragrant roses that delight the
Master’s eye.

So these three things have been and are taking place:
(1) We were transplanted from the wild briar waste to
the Master’s garden when we were saved by grace; that
was done once for all. (2) Christ was grafted into our
very hearts, that the beautiful graces that were ever
perfect in Him might be reproduced in us. (3) There
must be a constant cutting back, a crucifixion of that
which is only of self, for as self flourishes what is of
Christ in us must languish and decline.

Hear what Paul says, “I am crucified with Christ.”
He had seen the righteous judgment of what he was as
a wild briar at the cross of Christ, “Nevertheless I live.”
Grace had given him a place in God’s tillage, the only
place of true life. “Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”
The life of the heavenly scion was seen in him and not
the energy of the old briar. “And the life whick I now
live in the flesk I live by the faith of the Son of God who
loved me and gave Himself for me.”” He brought forth
the heavenly flowers in the joy of what he had learnt
Christ to be; he responded to the bright shining of that
love that had become wholly his life, glad to be nothing
himself and less than nothing that Christ might be every-
thing: that Christ might be magnified in him whether by
life or by death. (See Gal. 2: 20; Philip. 1: 20, 21).

—J. T. MAWSON.
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\ Work in the Foreign Field

“Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgivimg: withal praying also for us, that God would
open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery
of Christ” (Col. 4: 2, 3).

AFRICA

We are sorry to learn that our sister, Miss DeJonge, has
been in ill health for sometime and we would therefore
bespeak definite prayer on her behalf and also on behalf
of our brother William Deans who up to the present is
still suffering acutely from rheumatism, as mentioned in
the following extracts from letters received from Africa.

Our brother Dr. Woodhams writes:

Mambassa, June 21, 1932.

The native Apollo of whom you enquire is located three
days safari from Nyankundi. He is not a Pigmy but a
native of Uganda; a very bright, intelligent, old man and
a faithful servant of Christ. = Most of the Christians
where he is are from the Bahema tribe but he has also
reached the Pigmies to some extent and I believe some
have confessed Christ. I have never met him myself
though we have written back and forth at times. Brother
Searle and Mr. Deans have both visited him and were
much pleased with what they saw, and several times be
has visited at Nyankundi but not when I was there. His
work is in connection with the Church of England Mis-
sion. He is not very well. You will have gotten first
hand news from brother Searle before now.
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The Christians at Nyankundi seem to be getting along
well. When I go over I remain over night and have a
meeting in the morning. There is a nice number of
believers and a good interest and they are active in the
Gospel. Brother Will does not seem to improve any even
under the treatment he is receiving at Aba. He would
like to return to Nyankundi but feels he should give the
present course of treatment a full trial. One Babilla
woman confessed Christ last week here and this has been
an encouragement to us. I am glad that you mention
the prayer and interest at the Elizabeth meeting. We
need this co-operation. Except the Lord bless us we will
labor in vain. Testing and trials increase and we need
to learm' how to cast all upon the Lord. Some simple
things it seems that I never learn “for keeps.” But even
Jacob was an old man before he leaned upon his staff.
Continue in prayer, for the Lord has had a reason for
putting us here.

Our brother Robert Deans writes:

Lolua, Irumu, June 17, 1932.
May the Lord continue to give you and all those who
are interested in the work of the Lord in foreign parts
power from day to day and refresh each heart from that
ever bubbling spring fresh from the throne of God (John
4:14).

Mrs. Deans, Ella and I were at Nyankundi last week
and it was a real joy to see those dear people going on
with the Lord. May the dear saints pray specially for
them that they may be kept loyal to Him who brought
life and incorruptibility to light through the Gospel. Our
work here is going steadily along and our Lord is blessing
the word. Another new station has been opened between
here and the last station, the last station being between
Mambassa and here. Godly native teachers are in these
places and great interest is being manifested.

D.V. we expect to open another station about ten miles
on the other side of us (not the Mambassa side), we will
then have the road between Nyankundi and Mambassa
well covered with the Gospel.
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Bill in his last letter a month ago says his hands are
practically useless so that he cannot write. We have not
seen him for about five months.

Pray for Miss DeJonge. She has been quite ill. TPos-
sibly the Dr. will write about her to you. Ella is down
with malaria to-day and is quite sick. Mrs. Deans and
I are well, for which we thank our dear Lord.

“Jesus I am resting, resting,
In the joy of what Thou art;
I am finding out the greatness
Of Thy loving heart.”

But, oh, that we “may know Him and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings being
made conformable unto His death.” Thank you, beloved
brethren, for your interest in the souls of the African
race.

Our young brother, William Deans, writes:

Here at Aba we are near to Azande-land. Three
Christian families of this tribe are here on the station and
I have been enjoying fellowship with them. Thank God
for the Christian families.

My little class in Kingwana has developed into quite
a meeting, and at the request of the natives we have in-
creased the frequency of the services to twice a week.
We are going through Daniel and finding some wonder-
ful parallelisms and are able to expound much prophetic
truth, which the natives rapidly assimilate.

It would rejoice my heart to be able to write of im-
provement physically, but so far the condition has re-
mained about the same for several months. Your pray-
ers (as Epaphras, Col. 4: 12) are sought that the will of
the Lord may be done.

My longing is to be at Nyankundi where no white
worker is stationed at present. God has a purpose in it
all and, as has been suggested, perhaps He has chosen
this way to allow timid native saints to “stir up the gift
that is in them.”

News has come from Rethi that Miss DeJonge is quite
sick there. 1 do trust, however, that at this writing she
is restored to health and strength again.
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I have had a number of opportunities for Biblical ex-
position in English here. I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to use some English thus, and to pass on some
of the things the Lord has been teaching me.

CHINA
“Oh give thanks unto the Lord for His mercy endureth
forever.”

We are thankful for the following item of news from
our brother and sister Kautto:

Just a note to let you know that we are still without
trouble, unmolested by war or bandits, that our part
of the country is not in danger of drought or suffering
from floods and that we have been enjoying about two
weeks of meetings in the tent set up in a village west of
Taitowying.

Brother Foggin in a brief note from Langchow, Kansu
Province, says:

I expect to be away from here for sometime. To-
morrow I am going into town to hire an animal for a
month to carry my bedding and books, and a man to
go with it. I then expect to leave for Hochow and pos-
sibly may work south, east and west from there, making
a circular route.

In a postscript he tells of his joy of seeing a young man
at the home where he is staying confess Christ as his
Saviour. Let us pray that this may be the firstfruits of
a great ingathering of souls from Kansu.

INDIAN WORK

Writing from Shiprock, New Mexico, August 10th, Miss
Holcomb says:

Dear brother.—

Thank you for your letter of Aug. 5th with enclosed
ministry for the work of the Gospel entrusted to our
hands by the dear Lord of the Harvest. And so we are
reminded again that the God of Elijah still cares for His
own. It is so sweet just to be able to leave the respon-
sibility of these temporal things to HIM who hangeth the
earth upon nothing.
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Sheep-dip is very recently over, here, and has brought
us a goodly share of callers to hear the Gospel. Also Mr.
Girdner has been able to get out to the camps to give a
message to some of our people. It is a joy to be able
to give the Word of God to needy souls even though
they seem not to be able to see their need. Surely the
Word must be wearing its way down into some hearts
that will yet open to admit our blessed Lord.

Brother Anderson writes:

Just at present we are at Flagstaff enjoying the Bible
Conference held there every August. It is most helpful
and refreshing in every way.

HARBOR WORK

YO}t{xr brother West writes of the Harbor Work in New
ork:

The Lord, in His grace, has kept us going, and when-
ever opportunity presents itself, in connection with the
distribution of Gospel literature, we seek to deal with men
of the sea about their souls; a very difficult thing in
itself for while ever ready for an argument they are very
slow to repent and believe the Gospel.

Two weeks ago a young seaman, member of a British
ship coming up from Brazil, lost his life as the vessel was
approaching the port of New York. He missed his foot-
ing coming down from the crow’s nest and was killed
instantly. I visited this steamer a few days later and
had a wonderful opening with several of his comrades
who listened a good deal more respectfully to the Gospel
than on other occasions (I have known some of them
for several years). So God speaks in different ways.
Oh, that men would hear! .

Those interested in this work will realize the import-
ance of the sowing of good seed for the devil is sowing
tares diligently among these men too. Christian Science,
Catholic magazines containing the common' heresies of
this non-Biblical system, light and secular magazines from
the Y. M. C. A. besides Russellism (the work of one of
their colporters) makes it necessary for us to keep up
with the pure, evangelical books we give away.
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It is hardly the work of chance that side by side in
the Hebrew Scriptures we have the sad Funeral Dirge,
as the Book of Ecclesiastes has been named, and that
other small but inspired book, the Canticles, which might
almost be called the Marriage-Song of the Old Testament.

These books, so different in character, are the work of
the same writer, and of course equally inspired of God.
If the lesson of the former is needful and salutary, even
though it be sung by the “Preacher” in minor strain,
the . truth of the latter is set forth in language which
knows no equal for holy intimacy, and the deep unutter-
able joy which is known by the loved one and the Eternal
Lover of our souls. Although the subject of the Song
of Songs is couched in figures taken from nature, it is
in the realm of the Spirit alone that it is really under-
stood by those who have been brought through grace to
“know Him that is from the beginning.”

There is nothing so common and universal in the world
as death, and nothing so sad and heart-rending. Here,
at least, is one thing, perhaps the only thing, in the world
where the proverb, “Familiarity breeds contempt,” does
not apply, at least where it is personally experienced.
“The last enemy” came in at the first, and never since
has been driven out. Man who came in by life must
needs go out by death! Having opened the door for
death to enter by the key of disobedience, he has never
been able to dispossess him. Not only must man him-
self go from the place which once knew him, but all his
works must perish with him. And because he and his
labor come to naught, therefore his lament is, “All is
vanity and vexation of spirit.”
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In bright contrast to this, we come immediately to the
light and cheer which breaks upon us as we open the
next book, the Song of Songs. Here we are, as it were,
in another world. 1t is, in figure, the New Creation to
which we are here introduced. Strange, in a sense, that
the two books are the work of the same author; for
they could scarcely be more opposite in character. But
Solomon is one 'man in Lcclesiastes and another in his
matchless Song. In the former he represents the sinful
sons of men; and indeed, he was one of them to the last
degree. Having lived to taste more deeply of the cup
from which the men of this world love to drink, he also
drank its bitter dregs, and was chosen by God to voice
the lamentation occasioned thereby.

But in the Song of Songs, Solomon goes far beyond
(in type) any joy known to this world. The purest and
sweetest joy of this life pictures the joy which belongs
to those set forth in that little portion of Scripture. How
striking that it is Solomon’s own Sorg which is here
spoken of! “The Song of Songs whicl is Solomon’s.”
As the king of old is here typical of One “greater than
Solomon,” so his Song is typical of His who “praises” “in
the midst of the Assembly.” We have here what is
essentially Jewish, and which prophesies, after its own
beautiful manner, the joys awaiting that remnant which
the Messiah will own as His beloved; taking her up again
who was for a “little while” forsaken, but is now ‘“gath-
ered with great mercies.” This does not forbid the saint
of the present dispensation from seeing in type the
“Bride,” the Church, which Christ will one day present
to Himself “a glorious Church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing.” 1t is not the Bride’s Song
which is spoken of, though she too sings herein; it is
Solomon’s, it is the Bridegroom’s Song; for the greatest
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joy and the loudest song is HIS. It is writlen: “There-
forc God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of
eladness above Thy companions.”

What makes the joy so great and pure and sweet in
this little book is that matchless outflow of love from the
heart of Christ to the one brought to know Him in truth.
It causes an answering love to spring up in the heart of
the one who has been born of God. It is also a love
which has anticipations. It is one which has an outlook,
a “Hope” about to be realized. And if the sad funeral
march of the Ecclesiastes has a note of cheer at the close,
in summing up the “conclusion of the whole matter,”
expressed in the “fear of God” and the “whole duty of
man,” so in our Solomon’s Song there is not lacking a
tone of sadness in one part of it. What is the cause of
this minor note? It is because the Bridegroom is away,
and the Bride is longing for %is return. She cannot be
happy in the full and real sense, apart from HIMSELF.

Now this is the right and proper attitude of the Church
of Christ in view of His absence. Ouwr sorrow is not
because we are facing the sad spectacle of all our hopes
and labor ending in ‘“vanity.” That cannot be, for have
we not already “passed from death unto life” through
believing on Him who has revealed Himself to us as our
Saviour and Life-Giver? Further, as it is written: “Noth-
ing shall be able to separate us {rom the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8: 39). But
while we look for His return to take us to be with HIM-
SELT, it is our sorrow that He is not here. Hence we
find as a fitting close to this incomparable Book, the cry
going forth from the lips and heart of the bride to the
LOVER: “Haste, my Beloved, and be thou like a roe
or a young hart on the mountains of spices” (8: 14).
How like the close of the Revelation]! In answer to the
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Bridegroom’s voice, “Surely I come quickly,” there we
have the response of the Bride, “Even so, come, Lord
Jesus.”
“0O what can equal joy divine?
And what can sweeler be

Than knowing that this Christ is mine
To all cternity?”

—\WDM. ITUSS.

The Servant’s Prayer

God and Iather, grant me power
When I speak to men,

Let the unction of the Spirit
Rest upon me then.

In the secret of Thy presence

Mould my thoughts and speech;
Only words the Spirit giveth

Can lost sinners reach.

Let the love that sought and saved me,
Pardoned all my sin,

Move me now to live and labor,
Other souls to win.

May my ways with Christ be fragrant,
Grant me grace and zeal;

May the message that I carry
To myself be real.

Irom the fear of men that perish,
Saviour, keep me f[ree,

Careless of their praise or censure,
Serving only Thee.

God and Tather, bless the gospel,
Both on land and sea,
And to Thee the power and glory
Shall for ever be.
—J. T. MAWSON.



TRUE-HEARTEDNESS
(Josh. 14: 6—16.)

“With pwrpose of heart...cleave unto the Lord” (Acts
11: 23).

The Lord is assuredly better pleased to record the
energy of His people than their laxity, their triumphs
than their defeats. The true-heartedness of Caleb forms
a bright contrast to the spirit pervading the camp of
Israel generally, and it is not without divine purpose that
his story is introduced before the lands and possessions
of Israel are detailed, whether enjoyed or merely appor-
tioned.

Caleb’s history is a sample of noble purpose, a handful
of the finest of the wheat; his spirit was after God’s own
heart. He had been proved in the day of declension.
He had stood firm with Joshua when all Israel practically
forsook the Lord. When the spies that accompanied him
to search out the promised land brought back their evil
report, lamented over the presence of the giants, and made
all Israel to languish, Caleb, only thinking of the good-
ness of the inheritance, and of God’s delight in His peo-
ple He had brought up out of the land of bondage, out
of the abundance of his heart said, “Let us go up at
once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome
it.” His heart being filled with God’s goodness and
faithfulness was garrisoned against unbelief and murmur-
ings. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him,
and Caleb with Joshua “wholly followed the Lord his
God,” and in the face of their faintness and unbelief—
greater foes than all the sons of Anak—earnestly de-
clared to Israel, “The Lord is with us.” Caleb, there-
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fore, occupied a separate place among his brethren who
went up with him to spy out the land (Num. 13: 1—
14: 10).

As is [requently the way of God’s dealings with His
people, after the promise was given, trial was sent. The
sorrows of the wilderness intervened; its discipline; its
chastening. Caleb had to wander with rebellious Israel,
to bear humblings in common with them; he saw the
men of war drop down, one by one, and die; he saw the
Lord dishonored by His people; he grieved over their
neglect of circumcision and of the Passover feast; he
mourned over the idols they carried with them; but the
promise stayed him, his eye was upon it; it shone beyond
the dreary waste, it lighted up his path, it framed his life;
his soul was lifted out of the wilderness, having found
her treasure in the promised land.

He had trodden that country once, and by faith made
it his own. He knew that it was an exceeding good
land, and that the God of grace, who had given such a
land to His people, would bring them, in whom He de-
lighted, thither. He had not lost the savor of the first
ripe grapes, nor forgotten the Valley of Eshcol. The
fire of his love which was kindled upon that first day
burned within him still.

His whole-heartedness was in no way marred by wait-
ing for the fulfilment of the promise, by afflictions, by
prospects seemingly blighted. Neither was his strength
impaired, for at fourscore-and-five years old this noble
soldier was as strong for war, both to go out and to come
in, as he was forty-five years before. Looking back upon
his rugged path in the wilderness, he said, “And now,
behold the Lord hath kept me alive, as He said, these
forty-and-five years, even since the Lord spake this word
unto Moses.”
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He trusted God both for himself and his children, and
not one word of the Lord fell to the ground! Fellow-
believer, would that our hearts were true and strong like
Caleb’s] Let not the murmurings nor the agitation of
our companions draw away our souls from the grace of
God. We must undergo discipline, not only for our own
sakes, to test our own hearts, but also in companionship
with God’s family at large. If we walk for any length
of time in the wilderness we shall see “men of war” fall
by our side. Some will step out of the ranks, some will
go back into the world, some will make common cause
with the adversary; but may none of these deep afflictions
draw our hearts from our God. The Lord is our strength,
His comforts never fail; if we abide in His presence He
will be with us all the way.

Caleb looking back to the past in the power of the pre-
sent, was a sure sign that his heart did not condemn him,
and that he abode in God’s strength. It was not doubt-
ingly he said, “If so be the Lord will be with me, then
shall I be able to drive them out, as the Lord said;”
but in the realization of the needs be for the Lord’s
presence to enable him to obey His word. The gra-
cious promise, “The Lord thy God is with thece whither-
soever thou goest,” was the energy of his strength. The
delight of the Lord in His people, with which he had
sought to encourage Israel at Eshcol, was his courage be-
fore the giants, and their great and fenced cities.

Sometimes the Christian soldier, after being long in
God’s service, almost forgets that God alone is his
strength, and, “If so be the Lord will be with me,” is
exchanged for a vain-glorious self-confidence, “I will go
out as at other times before, and shake myself” (Judges
16: 20).
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In Caleb we have a sample of the finest qualities of
Christian soldiership, a whole heart, unabated strength,
continued dependence.

The Lord honored Caleb’s dependence. Hebron (com-
muaion) was given to him “because that he wholly fol-
lowed the Lord God of Israel.” Caleb took it, and “drave
thence the three sons of Anak (ch. 15:14). “And Joshua
blessed him.” Doubtless his soul was moved at Caleb’s
words.

With a note of praise this history closes: “And the land
had rest from war.” Faithfulness earns rest. “Well
done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord.” Fittingly, Caleb had his portion in the
great inheritance of Judah (praise), for faithfulness and
dependence on God lead into communion, joy, and rest,
and result in everlasting praise.

—H. F. WITHERBY.

PRAYER

Prayer involves a great deal more than the mere ques-
tion whether God can or cannot, will or will not, hear us
and grant us the petitions we have desired of Him. We
come to Him as creatures to the Creator, as needy to
Him who is able to succor, as children to a IFather. But
we come also as those whose needs are too often the result
of their own sin, as creatures who have rebelled, as chil-
dren who have not, as they ought, either loved, or desired,
or done the FFather’s will. In a word, all our days have
been and (alas, that it need be said) will be tainted by
sins of defect and commission, and this taint of sin
comes into our prayers and our holiest occupations. Hence
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deep moral questions of state of soul and of spiritual
discipline are involved. We pray for relief in circum-
stances into which we have been brought by our own sin,
or by the sin of others. The consequences of our own
folly make us cry out for deliverance, yet if the relief
and deliverance were granted at once, we might miss the
spiritual discipline that underlies all God’s ways with us.
‘The results of the past cannot be ignored: the future must
ever be kept in view. He might be a fond, but he cer-
tainly would be a very foolish, parent who, at the first
tear of his child, removed the thing that distressed the
little heart. It is with tears that our children learn to
read; infinite drudgery and real pains are incurred in the
training of eye and voice, ear and hand, in fitting them
for life and its labors and delights. Harder still are the
lessons by which they learn self-denial, self-sacrifice,
thoughtfulness for others, sympathy, tenderness. Yet a
wise discipline remembers the past and keeps the future
in view; from a wider experience and a larger outlook
than our children possess, we know that culture of mind
and of character can be carried on only by what to them
appears to be unnecessary pains, and for their sake we
seem to shut our hearts to their sighs and their tears.
We seem, I say; for their sorrows are a burden to us,
and at times we are weakly tempted to ease matters for
them, but that we know it would be to their loss. Do we
wish to think of God as an easy-going parent, who at our
clamor removes us from the school to which He sees fit
to send us?

And so many a petition, that seems to have been asked
in vain, has a reason for the refusal. Not that we always
know the reason; if we did, there would be little demand
upon our faith—and let us remember that faith in God
rather than sight is the characteristic of the Christian
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life (2 Cor. 5: 7). Wec know God, but we do not always
know the reason of His actions. At times, it may be,
we suspect a reason, though we refuse to recognize it
even to our own hearts. Al others we are in the dark,
and can only fall back upon our trust in God and say,
“He doeth all things well.” Thrice did St. Paul pray that
his “stake in the flesh” might be removed, but the only
answer was, “My grace is sufficient for thee; for My
strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). That
a petition should be answered in our sense is no proof
that it is asked according to the Divine will, or that the
Divine blessing rests upon our scheme. “Thou saidst,
‘Give me a king and princes.” I gave thee a king in mine
anger, and took him away in my wrath” (Hos. 13:10,11).
“He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their
souls” (Ps.106: 15). On the other hand, what gracious
lessons have come to the soul through what has seemed
the most crushing refusal. Many a man looks back to
nights of watching beside his dying child, when he almost
hoped the little one would be taken to end its torturing
pain. IFor prayer seemed unavailing; God was “silent”
to him (Ps. 28: 1), and faith and unfaith made his soul
their battle-field. And when the little life ebbed out in
the cold, grey dawn, and Death was in the home as he
had never been belore, and Sorrow became a closer com-
panion than in days past, the riddle of it all seemed so
insolvable, that the only refuge for the heart was a dumb
acceptance of an unintelligible will. “I was dumb. . .be-
cause Thou didst it” (Ps. 39:9). Others there are whose
lot is grinding poverty, or perpetual pain, or the recurring
disappointments that crush all hope out of life. Prayer is
in vain: or the answer that seems on the point of being
given is snatched away; hope revives only to be quenched,
while the hands [all listless and the heart well-nigh breaks.
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Does God mock? Is His arm shortened? Has He blun-
dered? TFor some do not hesitate to say that He has,
and to our physical and mental sorrow is added the
torturing suggestions of unbelief. IFor we see no pur-
pose, no plan, no evidence of power, no token of love,
in the ills that assail. And the chilled heart recalls,
though it may not concur in, the words of the so-called
sceptic of the Old Testament, “All things come alike to
all: there is one event to the righteous and to the wicked”
(Eccles.9: 2). Happy the man who in such circum-
stances still retains the trust of the Psalmist: “O my God,
my soul is cast down within me. . .all Thy waves and Thy
billows are gone over me. Yet the Lord will command
His loving-kindness in the day time, and in the night His
song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of
my life” (Ps.42: 6-8). We remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, though it may be we divert them from their
primary meaning, “What I do thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter” (John 13:7). The “here-
after’” may be soon; it may come after many years; we
may have to wait for the unfoldings of eternity. But see-
ing that God is training us for this life and not only for
eternity, I think we may say that He usually lifts the veil
from His mysterious ways, even in this land of shadows,
for “the meek will He teach His way.” And in the
“hereafter” of Christ’s promise, come it soon or late, the
soul discerns some of the lessons of God’s schooling, and
sees that though some particular prayer has not been
answered, desires have been awakened that otherwise
would have slept; sympathies have been quickened, perils
have been avoided, and deep longings of the soul have
had their answer even by that refusal. —W.J.



MUSINGS ON PSALM 32

Psalm 32 is Pauline in character, and is quoted by the
Apostle in the Epistle to Romans (chap. 4). It un-
doubtedly expresses the condition of the godly remnant
of Israel who will only know full forgiveness and accept-
ance when they look upon Him whom they have pierced,
in whom they will find deliverance. The psalm, however,
has a far wider application as describing the blessedness
of forgiveness and non-imputation of guilt.

The title of the psalm, “Maschil,” means “giving in-
struction,” and the first two verses are its thesis. The
first word “blessed,” or “happy,” indicates the subject
of the instruction, so we may say that the psalm “in-
structs us how to be happy.”

Happiness is not the result of excusing, palliating, or
covering sin. When David, the writer, did this he des-
cribes his experience. Jehovah gave him no rest. He
says, ‘“When I kept silence my bones waxed old through
my roaring all the day long; for day and night Thy
hand was heavy upon me; my moisture was turned into
the drought of summer.” It seemed as though, whether
awake or sleeping, the hand of God was heavily upon
him. At the close of the words quoted, we find the un-
translated word “Selah,” which means “pause,” or “con-
sider.” And what need there is that we do so! Un-
confessed sin and a hardened conscience can only bring
unhappiness and soul-misery. But it is well when the
soul, burdened with a sense of guilt and need, realizing
the futility of trying to cover sin and hide transgression,
says, like the psalmist, “I will confess my transgression
unto the Lord.” “There is forgiveness with Thee, that
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Thou mayest be feared.” Thus the humble are en-
couraged to draw near to God, the One who alone can
forgive sin. This psalm will encourage the godly rem-
nant to confession in a later day.

Here then is the true secret of happiness. “I acknowl-
edged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not
hid. I said, I will confess my transgression unto the
Lord, and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.”
Sin acknowledged, transgression confessed, brings forgive-
ness. With this, guile is gone from the heart, there is
the sense of non-imputation, and as Paul points out in
Romans 4, the soul is justified and righteousness reckoned
on the principle of faith. This second part, then, end-
ing with verse 5, gives the blessedness (happiness) of the
forgiven man.

The next section, to the end of verse 7, strikingly shows
the blessed reswdts. There is entire confidence in God;
no storm can disturb the soul’s foundation. “There is
therefore now no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus.” Iurther, God has become the soul’s re-
fuge. The One who once was feared (slavishly), the
forgiven and justified saint is now able to joy in (Rom.
S:11). “I flee unto Thee to hide me.” God has be-
come the deliverer, and faith can say, “If God be for us,
who can be against us? (Rom. 8 : 31). He preserves,
blesses, and guides His own. “Songs of deliverance” fill
the heart, for perfect love has cast out fear. The day
of weeping is over, and joy has come with the morning.

In the next section, vers. 8,9, God Himself speaks: “I
will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go; I will guide thee with Mine eye. Be ye not as the
horse or mule, which have no understanding, whose
mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they
come near unto thee.” Here God proposes to ‘‘instruct
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and teach,” leading in the right way, but He says, “I
will guide thee with Mine eye.” This necessarily involves
nearness, communion—a close walk with God. We could
only be guided by the eye of One with whom we are in
fullest sympathy and fellowship. Blessed guidance! The
Lord would not have His people constantly curbed and
guided by circumstances. We are not to be as the horse
or mule, held in by bit and bridle, but rather like Abra-
ham who enjoyed holy intimacy, and of whom God could
say, “My friend.”

The child of God, while here, treads the path of faith,
for our way is through the wilderness, where dangers
and snares abound. But God is our resource and His
watchful eye is ever upon us. The path has not been
marked out and then left, but in infinite grace and wis-
dom God Himself watches over and guides us, leading with
an eye of changeless love. But this presupposes a heart
set upon His will, daily watching at the posts of His
doors, taught inwardly what is pleasing to Him, and the
mind formed by the “true knowledge of God.”

Moses could say, “If I have found grace in Thy sight,
show me now Thy way, tkat I may know Thee, that 1
may find grace in Thy sight.” The New Testament un-
folds this most blessedly, as in Col. 1:9,10; 3:10; Phil. 1:
9-11; Eph. 4: 24. How much more blessed is this than
being curbed and governed by circumstances! God can,
and does, graciously guide by providential ways, but in
this there may be no true spiritual growth in the knowl-
edge of Himself, or increase of capacity.

In the two closing verses God’s judicial ways are before
us in the blessed contrast. ‘“Many sorrows shall be to
the wicked, but he that trusteth in the Lord mercy shall
compass him about. Be glad in the Lord, ye righteous,
and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.” So
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this precious psalm commences with happiness, fruit of
the knowledge of God in forgiving grace, and ends with
fulness of joy, blessed portion of those whose ways are
ordered by the Lord. Our rejoicing is not to be in our
circumstances, but in the Lord. This connects us with
the Apostle’s words to the Philippians, “Rejoice in the
Lord alway; and again I say, Rejoice.”
—J. W. H. NICHOLS.

A PHASE OF LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY

There is a great tendency to shift responsibility on to
those endowed with natural capacity for giving audible
expression to the thoughts impressed on the hearts of the
Christian company by the Spirit of God. “Where two
or three are gathered together in My name, there am I
in the midst of them.” But such procedure is not the
Spirit’s leading. The Spirit’s business is not to please
ears, but to open hearts. Hence the wakening of glad-
ness in the heart under the power of God may call forth
an audible response which may not be pleasing to cul-
tured ears, but may gladden the heart of the Lord. He
shall see the fruit of the travail of His soul, and shall be
satisfied. Thus if we realize our local responsibility bet-
ter we should be found more frequently breathing out
the wish expressed in the following lines:—

“That our glad hearts, responsive unto Thine,
May wake with all the power of Love Divine.”

—T. OLIVER (Galashiels).



THE LAST MIRACLE
(Luke 22: 49, 50)

The servant of the high priest would hold a commission
from his master to go with Judas into the garden and
lead that multitude that went forth to take the Lord Jesus
captive. He would carry the warrant for His arrest.
How astonished Peter must have been when Judas stepped
out of the throng, and put the traitorous kiss upon the
Master’s cheek! He did not know how to deal with
Judas, but he had no hesitation as to how to treat
Malchus when he, vaunting himself in his temporary
authority, laid hands upon the Lord, and in the name
of the high priest directed the band to make Him their
prisoner. At such audacity the natural indignation of
Peter flamed up hotly, and drawing his sword he aimed
one mighty blow at the dastard, meaning to lay him
dead at his feet, cleft though the skull.

It was new work for the fisherman, he had not been
trained to wield a sword, and that misdirected energy only
resulted in the loss of an ear to Malchus and the exposure
of Peter’s folly. No, that was not the only result, there
was another. “I must work the works of Him that sent
Me while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can
work. As long as I am in the world I am the Light
of the world,” the Lord had said, and those works were
not yet finished, and that light was still to shine amid
the deepening gloom. Hence, with a word of gentle
rebuke to Peter, He stretched out His hand and touched
the severed ear and healed it. The last act of those
tender hands ere they were bound by His hardened cap-
tors was to heal the leader of them. The audacity of
Malchus and the impetuosity of Peter only served as an
opportunity for the continued manifestation of the abso-
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lute goodness which in Him was to triumph over all evil.
“Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s business?”
are the first words recorded as having come from His
lips in this Gospel of Luke in which alone is recorded
the healing of Malchus. That business was blessing, and
not judgment; it was healing, and not a sword. And
“the acceptable year of the Lord” in which such incom-
parable, invincible mercy was displayed has continued
until this day.

That last miracle wrought in such circumstances, and
so calculated to move any heart and open any eyes not
utterly hardened and blinded by sin, had no effect upon
the multitude; it does not seem to have impressed even
Peter at the time, but it did afterwards—could he ever
forget it? — when, instructed by the Holy Spirit, he
learned the glory of that submission to suffering which
he had seen in his Master, and the blessedness of that
grace that was in Him that returned only good for evil,
and that could not be provoked by any insult to retaliate
in kind. There can be little doubt but that this very
incident was in his mind when he wrote his Epistles and
dwelt upon the sufferings of Christ, and exhorted the
saints to “follow His steps,” the steps of One who suf-
fered patiently in the path of God’s will, and so was in-
finitely acceptable to God. Ah, that was the secret that
lay behind it all! Our blessed Lord sought not His own
ease or glory, He valued not His own reputation nor
contended for His own rights, the glory of God was
His purpose; to finish His work and to be acceptable to
Him was His very life. And so Peter, who recalls those
sufferings and tells us of them so tenderly, also tells us
that, “He received from God the Father honor and glory,
when there came such a voice to Him from the excellent
glory, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
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pleased” (2 Pet. 1:17). To be pleasing to His IFather
was enough for Him.

Brethren, as we consider how patiently the Lord suf-
fered, are not our souls moved and drawn to Him? It
is not because crowns of glory shine resplendent upon
His brow that we love Him and adore Him. No, we
rejoice and are exceeding glad because of His exaltation,
yet it is that lowly pathway of sorrow that ended in the
cross that has bound our hearts to Him with unbreak-
able fetters. Suffering love has claimed us and made us
His disciples to follow in His stepis. And as we are par-
takers of His sufferings, happy are we, for the spirit of
glory and of God resteth upon us (1 Pet. 4: 14). In such
a path we are acceptable to God, for it is the path that
the feet of Jesus trod.

We shall be tested continually. Yes, tested by our
brethren as well as by the world, and the test may be
more severe from within the Christian circle than from
without it. How ready we are to draw the sword and
slash away when we think that we have been wronged.
To draw the sword, too, not in fancied defence of the
Lord as Peter did, but in our own defence, and how many
we have wounded and harmed (who only can be healed
by the touch of the Lord) by the bitter spirit of resent-
ment and retaliation which so often rises up within us.
May the Lord pardon us for all such un-Christ-like con-
duct. This is the day in which we may suffer for Christ’s
sake, in which when we are reviled we may bless, and
overcome evil with good, and so follow in His steps.
The grace that transformed Peter from what we see him
to be in Gethsemane to what he was when he wrote his
Epistles, can transform us also; and it will if we consider
the ways of the Lord as he considered them, and learn
of Him as taught by the Holy Ghost, for grace and the
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knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ are inseparable.
Peter, who had learned the lesson well, linked them to-
gether in the last exhortation that he ever gave to the
Church: “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory
both now and ever. Amen.” —7J. T. MAWSON.

“A MAN IN CHRIST,”
Or, The Place, the Peril and the Power of the Christian

(Concluded from p. 241)

“A MAN IN CHRIST’—HIS DANGER

In the paradise of God there are no dangers. There
all is secured for ever in perennial peace. The tempter’s
voice shall never seek to allure and the flesh within shall
draw away no more.  While there as the “man in
Christ” Paul was safe from every evil.

But the ecstasy passes, and he is found in the actual
state of a man on earth and in the circumstances common
to us all.

Here in this condition he is in a complex state, and not
simply “a man in Christ.” He finds himself exposed to
danger from the presence of the flesh within him, there-
fore, “Lest he should be exalted above measure through
the abundance of the revelations,” a preventive was
provided—*“a thorn in the flesh” was given to him. The
flesh would exult and boast because Paul had been higher
than any other of the apostles. It would lead him to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, and
glory in the exceptional favor conferred upon him as
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though it was something to his credit. I'rom this
we learn the incorrigible nature of the evil principle
which is in every believer on earth to-day. The evil may
be dormant or kept in check by the power of the Holy
Spirit, but i is present and is ready ever to lift one of
its hydra-heads and lead to distress and disaster. How
many have failed in their testimony for the Lord they
loved, through unwatchfulness and prayerlessness. Trust-
ing in their love for their Master, as Peter did, they
have believed that though all forsook Him yet they
would not. Then being found in circumstances of temp-
tation and trial they have been caught unprepared and
unarmed and have by act and deed, if not by word of
mouth, denied the Lord they desired to serve faithfully.

An old believer used to give young Christians of his
acquaintance three words to bring about success in their
Christian life. The first word was “Depend!” The
second word was “Depend!!” The third word was
“Depend!!!” We are only safe as we are held up by
the Saviour Himself. As we draw from Him we shall
be preserved. But only so. Throughout our earthly
journeyings we are wise to pray, “Hold up my goings in
Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not.”

Some have thought that the flesh in them has been
removed already by an act of faith, and have had to
learn by bitter experience, when put to the test, that
it is present with them still and that its evil is unchanged.

Why has it been left in us? some may enquire. One
reason has been suggested. It is this: That we may
learn something of the character of its evil, and so say
“Amen” to what God did in condemning “sin in the
flesh” at the cross where our Lord was made sin for us
(Rom. 8: 3; 2 Cor. 5: 21). Another reason may be that
we may learn the present love and care of our Lord as
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Advocate with the Father and as our great High Priest,
in His keeping and restoring grace.

Because of the peril to which he was exposed a thomn
for the flesh was given the apostle. It was an impaling
stake, painful in its effect. Permitted of God, it was
Satan’s messenger. From this it would appear that it
was something calculated to hinder the service of the
apostle. Conjecture as to its nature cannot profit. The
character of it is withheld. But such was its effect upon
Paul, that, in bitterness of soul, he besought the Lord
thrice that it might depart from him. The Lord is
supreme in power and could have removed the trial.
But it was for the Master’s glory and for the servant’s
good that it had been given.

“A MAN IN CHRIST”’—HIS RESOURCE

The answer of the Lord to the thrice-uttered, agoniz-
ing cry was, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My
strength is made perfect in weakness.” “My grace is
sufficient for thee.” The thorn cast him on the Lord,
as his ever needed and ever present resource. His very
weakness served as the occasion to keep him constantly
drawing from the limitless supply of strength which was
in Christ the Lord. And that supply was all-sufficient for
every demand which could be made upon it. On every
occasion the Lord was his competence. Enough for
every emergency, the Lord would never fail him. Thus
he would be kept in constant touch with inexhaustible
reserves and be empowered for every form of ministry.

Our weakness is no hindrance. It is imagined strength
always which harms the servant. If ever conscious of
our total inability to stand or serve aright, we shall ever
lean hard and lean wholly upon the arm of power of our
Almighty Lord. On the other hand, if we think that we
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can accomplish some good work in any strength of our
own or because we have been successful previously, we
are likely to fail hopelessly.

It is told of C. H. Spurgeon that when suffering from
one of the fits of depression to which he was subject,
he was driving in a carriage across London. The enemy
was attacking him severely, leading him to think that all
his work was in vain and his many labors utterly profit-
less. Suddenly the words, “My grace is sufficient for
thee,” came forcibly to his mind. It seemed to him as
if the text was printed before him, that the “MY” was
in immense letters and the ‘““thee” in very small ones, thus,

“MY

grace is sufficient for
thee.”

The preacher thought of a little fish in the River
Thames over which he was riding, and that the fish was
afraid that it would drink up all the water and perish.
But the river said, “Drink on, little fish, my supply is
sufficient for thee.” Again, he thought of a tourist on a
mountain fearing that he might breathe all the oxygen
from the atmosphere, and that the atmosphere remarked,
“Breathe on, O man, my supply is sufficient for thee.”
Once again he thought, and now it was of a little mouse
in one of Joseph’s great granaries in Egypt. The little
mouse feared it might eat up all the corn and die of
hunger at last. But Joseph said, “Eat on, little mouse,
my supply is sufficient for thee.”

As Mr. Spurgeon pondered upon the greatness of the
Lord and of His sufficiency, he marvelled that he could
ever have doubted Him. Standing up in his carriage
and taking off his hat he said, “I should just think it is,
Lord.”
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Thus he was encouraged to go forward for the Lord,
confident in His power to maintain him in his labor, and
that it was not in vain in the Lord.

Our weakness known and realized makes room for His
power. No flesh is to glory in His presence. He that
glories is to glory in the Lord alone. And so it came
to pass that Paul rejoiced in infirmities and distress “for
Christ’s sake” so that the power of Christ might taber-
nacle over him. Of what he was as “a man in Christ”
he would boast. Of what he was as a man here in
service he would not glory, save in his weakness.

May it be ours to follow him.
—INGLIS FLEMING.

— ot -
'I’ Young Believers’ Department

Calendar: Oct. 16th to Nov. 15th

DAILY BIBLE READING ........ Oct. 16th, Ezekiel 32;
Oct. 31st, IEzekiel 47; Nov. 15th, Hosea 2

SUPPLEMENTARY READING..Oct. 16th, Hebrews 11;
Oct. 31st, 2 Pet. 3; Nov. 15th, Rev. 7.

Work in the Foreign Field

The following letter from Brother K. A. Elden of the
Bahamas tells us of the terrible storm that passed over the
Islands in the early part of September. Our brother asks
that our prayers and practical fellowship go out to our
needy brethren in Abaco and elsewhere. May the Lord
sustain His distressed and suffering saints in this, another
hour of trial.

The Current, Bahamas, Sept. 11, 1932.

Dear brotlher:—No doubt by this time you have heard
of the terrible storm that has passed over our islands,
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leaving again many of the Lord’s pcople in a state of
suffering, but thank the Lord, we here in The Current
have been preserved and kept from any serious damage
to our houses. We have lost a good deal of fruit and
other products, but we have some left us, and do not
think that there will be any real need if nothing worse
comes, but our brethren in Abaco are suffering greatly,
having lost their homes and everything they had. These
terrible storms make us realize that we are in a groaning
creation still, and waiting for our deliverance, which
may soon come. Let our prayers and practical fellowship
go out to our needy brethren in Abaco and elsewhere.
May the Lord bless your labors in His service.
Your brotirer in Him,
E. A. ELDEN.

The Bahamas Government report concerning the hur-
ricane is as follows:

MArsH Harpor. Height of storm at 9 a.m., Monday.
Wind blew from North-east until 3 p.m., when it shifted
to the South-West and blew till night-fall. Bar. 27.60.
Schools, teacher’s residence, and twelve houses totally des-
troyed. WMost of the remainder of the houses were badly
damaged. No one killed or injured here. Several boats
damaged. Crops and fruit orchards practically gone.
The two Government wharves demolished. Had calm
of fifteen minutes during storm showing centre passed
over. The house of Mr. Goodwin Roberts was badly
damaged.

Horre TowN. Height of storm at 10 a.m. Wind from
the North-East. Then shifted to the South-East, where
blew hardest. Bar. 27.20. Eighty-three houses totally des-
troyed: sixty-three badly damaged: forty less damaged.
Two boats destroyed. No dead, two injured. Food sup-
plies very low, and no medical supplies, as doctor’s house
destroyed. Little drinking-water, and that has become
salted. All public buildings and radio station destroyed.
Commissioner’s Residency and office slightly damaged.
Both Anglican and Methodist churches destroyed. The
doctor was sick and unable to render any medical assis-
tance.
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GreEN TurTLE CAy. Height of storm at noon. Wind
from North-east, shifting to South-east and South. All
houses, churches and schools and Government buildings
destroyed. Six persons killed. Twenty-five persons in-
jured. Limb injuries, head wounds and bruises of all
descriptions. Very little food, and water running low.
Medical supplies urgently needed. M. V. “Priscilla” re-
ceived damage to superstructure. Damage mostly caused
by the wind.

BLurr PoiNnT. Height of storm at 2 p.m. Wind North
to North-west. Settlement entirely destroyed with all
boats: churches, school-room, burial-ground washed away.
Damage mostly attributable to tidal wave which swept
over this Cay. No food and water. Five injured, shelter-
ing on wet mats under a roof which was blown clean
off house—the only shelter obtainable.

GrReatr GuaNna Cay. Four houses standing, but all
damaged. One man killed, James Sands. All boats des-

troyed.

CoorER’s TowN. People at Green Turtle Cay reported
that four persons were known to be dead and only six
houses were left.

CHEROKEE SoUND. Did not call here, but from air
estimated that damage insufficient to warrant landing
there.

SOUTH AMERICA

We are glad to have the following report from our
brother Penna who is much improved in health. We hope
his 1;vor]g]will not be hindered by the civil strife now raging
in Brazil.

Parintins, Sept. 2, 1932.

Dear brethren:—I am thankful to our Lord Jesus for
the opportunity to send you a brief account of His work
in this corner of His harvest. We have much to praise
Him for. His blessings have been poured out upon us,
and although there is much poverty and illness, revolu-
tions, and other trials, we are [ull of joy because He has
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blessed us in giving us {ruit in our labors for Him. All
glory to the Son of God who loves us and gave Himself
to save our souls!

As to my health, I am quite improved, and almost fully
recovered, and have resumed activity in the work. At
Aicurapa River four persons were baptized in June last.

The work among Japanese has not been fruitless, as
out of the eight young men attending our meetings, three
have accepted the Lord as their Saviour. At the present
they are in Manaos where they are making their living.
We have had letters from them and are glad to learn
they are witnessing for the Saviour.  Our Japanese
brother, Mr. Y. Kozasa, is now living with us here in
the town. He left the Japanese settlement where he was
the steward, and intends to be well acquainted with the
Portuguese language, so that he will be able to preach to
the Brazilian people as well as to his own. We request
your prayers for this brother.

Have just arrived from an evangelizing trip made to
the place called “Castanhal” at Parana do Ramos. Here
I found thirteen people confessing the Lord. They heard
the gospe] from a brother living at Mirity Lake, who
stopped in their houses on his way into the woods to
search for rubber. The Lord opened their hearts and
they believed. I found them quite happy in Him, and
well interested in learning His Word. They are all
““caboclos,” and almost savages, but the Gospel is power-
ful enough to transform them. Glory to His Name.
This is a new beginning, and I think the Lord has some
more people in this place and its vicinity. Pray for these
new brethren.

Brazil is again in a turmoil. The great State of Sao
Paulo is changed into a battlefield, and much blood has
been shed. Even here in Amazonas we have been trou-
bled by revolution. Near this town there was a fight a
few days ago. It was a Lragic hour. Nearly two hundred
men were shot down, and two river steamers were sunk
by the Government guns. Indeed, we arc in the last
days, and tribulations arise on every side, but our great
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hope is the soon coming of our blessed Saviour to take
us Home. More than ever we covet the saints’ prayers.
Yours in Him, by grace,
JosE PENNA.

FRENCH-CANADIAN WORK

Our brother Germain writes concerning his work
amongst the Irench-Canadians:

We give unfeigned thanks to God that for a month
we were privileged to scatter the seed over new French
Roman Catholic sections, as well as to have meetings for
over two weeks amongst the French Protestants. These
last have been troubled by the “Go-Preachers,” but am
thankful to report that most of them have searched the
Scriptures and have been delivered from these erroneous
teachings. [IFinding that a few had the “Harp of God,”
by Judge Rutherford, we sounded a warning. How the
enemy is busy sowing the tares!

Had the privilege of giving the Word to whole families
of Irench Catholics. Others came to our meetings, and
what we heard from them gives us to understand that
some are groaning under Rome’s yoke, and would like to
be free from it. Fow necessary it is then to give these
people the pure Gospel of the Grace of God and to
furnish them with the Scriptures. At a small place we
were threatened to be kicked out if we would go to some
homes with our books. At another, the priest to whom
we gave our papers and Gospels told us to go away, that
when the people would need such they would give it to
them, and that what we were distributing would go to
the fire.

While at Cumberland we crossed to the other side of the
Ottawa River and began systematic house-to-house visita-
tion with Gospels and tracts. Though some tore up what
we gave them, on the whole everything was well received.
We had interesting talks with different ones, one young
man seeming to grasp clearly the way of salvation by
faith in Christ alone.

As we look back now to what was done for the Lord,
we are very happy that hundreds of Gospels and tracts
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have been distributed over new areas where nothing had
been done.

At present we are getting ready for a trip to the Eastern
sections of the province, which are almost entirely Irench,
and hope to cover new ground. Kindly pray for us for
sustaining grace, that a work might be done for the
Lord, and that many precious souls be saved.

Brier NOTES

We have received cabled news from Dr. Woodhams
that Miss DeJonge has undergone an operation and is
progressing favorably.

We have also received news that our brother William
Deans has improved considerably in health, for which we

praise God, taking this as a direct answer to many prayers
offered on his behalf.

_ The following testimony is taken from a recent report
issued by the South Sea Island Mission:

July, 1932.

“Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year...it shall be a jubilee
unto you: a jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you...
It shall be holy unto you.”

This month completes the Fiftietl: YVear since, in 1882,
God enabled us to plant at IFairymead, Queensland, the
first seed of this work amongst South Sea Islanders.
Through all these fifty years we have proved the all-
sufficiency of our God, and can add our joyful testimony
to that of Joshua: “That not one thing hath failed of all
the good things which the Lord your God spake concern-
ing you: all are come to pass...and not one thing hath
failed thereof.”



THE SIMPLICITY THAT IS IN CHRIST
(2 Cor. 11: 3)

It is frequently difficult, even for those who are really
children of God, to hold fast to the simplicity which God
intends for us to have in our Christian life.

Men naturally shrink from too close a contact with
a holy God. The flesh loves show. The devil is ever
busy seeking to corrupt our faith, and often does it in a
religious way. These things tend to beguile us from sim-
ple straightforward faith in God, from whole-hearted,
close fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ and implicit
obedience to the Word of God.

When Paul wrote to the saints at Corinth he recog-
nized that they ‘“came behind in no gift,”” but he also
fears “lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted
from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Cor. 11: 3).

As spirituality and devotion to Christ wanes, formality
increases, and the Lord’s people become occupied with
questions, reasonings, and things that result in departure
from simple acceptance of, and obedience to, the Word
of God.

God’s way of salvation is not by agonizing, or having
some remarkable experience or heart-rending sorrow.
Sorrow and bitter experience may indeed come into the
life of a soul away from God, but salvation in its grand
simplicity is “Repentance toward God. Faith towards
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In Acts 20 Paul tells us how he preached at Ephesus
for three years, publicly, and from house to house, de-
claring the whole counsel of God, so that he would be
free from the blood of all men. He sums up his preach-
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ing in verse 21 where he tells the Ephesian elders he
was, “Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,
repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.” And this is God’s plain, simple, clear way of
salvation.

Our church-membership is equally simple. The mo-
ment a soul is born again, he becomes a member of the
only church which God has on earth, the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ, of which He is the Head and we are
the members. “By one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body” (1 Cor. 12: 13).

The Church is not only the Body of Christ (Eph. 1:
23), but also His Building, a holy temple in which even
the babe in Christ is a living stone (Eph. 2: 19-22; 1 Pet.
2: 5). This necessitates responsibility as to holy ways,
as the Body shows our relationship to Christ.

The Christian’s worship, according to the mind of God,
is simple, as is his salvation and church-membership.
True worship is the out-pouring of a grateful heart which
knows the forgiveness of sins through the love of God and
the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is a priest
(1 Pet. 2: 1-9). We are a holy priesthood to offer up
spiritual sacrifice, we are a royal (or kingly) priesthood
to show forth the praises of Him who hath called us
out of darkness into His marvellous light. He who loves
us and hath washed us from our sins in His own blood,
hath made us a kingdom of priests unto His God and
Father (Rev. 1: 5,6). A priest is one who has the right
of access to God and has a sacrifice to offer. The first
is found in Hebrews 10: 19-22, and the latter in Hebrews
13: 15.

Our worship on Lord’s Day morning is intended by
God to be a simple memorial of the death of our Lord
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Jesus Christ. There is nothing mysterious about it; for
on the night of His betrayal the Lord Jesus took bread
and wine and gave to His disciples as a memorial of
Himself (Luke 22: 19, 20; 1 Cor. 11: 23-26). And so we
partake of the bread and wine in memory of His precious
work on Calvary, connecting it with the praise, worship
and thanksgiving, which are its rightful accompaniments.
We “show the Lord’s death until He come.”

Three things are needful for a healthy physical body—
Fresh Air, Good Food and Exercise. There is a corres-
ponding need in order to have a healthy spiritual growth.
Prayer corresponds to the Fresh Air, the Christian’s “vital
breath;” reading the Word of God is our spiritual Food,
and working for Christ our Exercise,

God has not left His people to blindly grope their way
home through a tangled wilderness or a pathless desert.
Instead He gives plain, simple helps to guide our Chris-
tian walk and ways. These are the Word of God and
Prayer. In the Word our path is marked out for us.
Through prayer we understand the Word and commune
with God. The unsaved man has but one nature, the
old nature, the nature of the flesh, with which he was
born into the world. The child of God has two natures;
the nature of the flesh and the nature of the Spirit. It
is as we feed the new nature, implanted in us at new
birth, that we grow strong as Christians; that we walk
according to the mind of God, that we are kept from evil
and sin. This new nature feeds on the Word of God
and prayer. Worldly occupations and amusements feed
the old nature and keep the new nature down. God
would have us grow in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He has not given us
deep, mysterious ways to do this. A child can read his
Bible; a babe in Christ may pray.
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In Ephesians 6 we have the whole armour of God
listed, which we are to put on to fight against the wiles
of the devil, and the list closes with the Word of God and
prayer. Paul commended Timothy, in that from a child
he had known the Holy Scriptures which make wise unto
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

The Christian is a citizen of heaven, passing through
this world as a pilgrim and stranger. He will be taken
out of the world at the coming of our Lord, when He
returns for His Church. Any day we may hear His
shout, as He calls for those who sleep in Jesus to arise
from their graves, and together with them every Chris-
tian living on earth will be caught up to meet Him in the
clouds.

When leaving His disciples, the Lord Jesus promised;
“I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that
where I am, ye may be also.” This is our Blessed Hope!
It simplifies a Christian’s ambitions and desires and pur-
poses. We are not to look for place, power, possessions
or position in this world, but to set our affections on
things above, “Where Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God.” This is to determine our entire outlook in life.

“For me to live is Christ.”

“Not I, but Christ.”
“Christ is all and in all.”

May our gracious Lord lead each of His dear children
to be very simple in the things of God, with Himself
before each heart as its one Life, Hope, Desire and
Object! —F. L. FRENCH.



EPOCHS IN THE LIFE OF MOSES

“TVWhom shall I send, and who will go for Us?”
(Isa. 6: 8)

These articles are in nowise an attempt to portray a
“Life of Moses,” but to call attention to some outstand-
ing occasions in a life so pregnant with spiritual energy,
and calling for such exceptional meekness and patience,
as well as inflexible firmness and decision. In the main
we shall consider these epochs historically and in their
practical bearing, rather than in a dispensational and
typical way.

1. A Goop START

While the lives of the children of Israel are being em-
bittered by bondage in the land of Egypt, and after an
edict has come from Pharaoh that all males of the en-
slaved race are to be destroyed at birth, a son is born
to Amram who has married Jochebed — both of them
Levites. The parents having faith to perceive that he
is “a proper child,” one who furnishes a special satisfac-
tion to God, disregard the King’s mandate, and hide him
for three months. But unable to conceal him longer, his
mother puts him afloat on the Nile in an ark of bul-
rushes daubed with slime and pitch, whence he is res-
cued by Pharaoh’s daughter, who has come down to bathe
at the river, accompanied by her maidens. The child’s
sister, on the watch, hearing the words, “T/is is one o)
the Hebrews’ children/” spoken compassionately by the
royal lady as “the babe wept,” offers to secure a Hebrew
nurse, and, obtaining permission, fetches the mother, who
is engaged at wages to nurse the babe. In this we may
see one of the most striking interventions of divine provi-
dence in the history of mankind.
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After his weaning he is brought to the abode of Phara-
oh’s daughter, who names him Moses, which means
“Drawn out!” In this way the growing boy is contin-
ually reminded by his very name of the Providence that
had intervened on his behalf and, like another of whom
we read in the Gospels, it is possible that in this story
he heard something which he “kept” in his heart. But
of his early life we only know that his education was
thoroughly attended to, for Stephen tells us sixteen cen-
turies later that he “was learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds” (Acts
7:22). And although later at the age of eighty, after forty
years’ desert experience, he reveals himself as a silent
man, ‘“not eloquent,” but “slow of speech, and of a slow
tongue,” one averse to contact with people (Exod. 4: 10-
13), we gather from Stephen’s words that the younger
man of forty was a scholar, a powerful orator, and a
skilful man of affairs. He was a splendid specimen of
a highly-polished civilization.

Knowing however his kinship with Israel, he doubtless
deplores their misery and wonders how he can relieve
them. It may be natural for him to suppose that his
adoption by Pharaoh’s daughter is the divine method of
placing him where he can secure results. DBut faith leads
him at the age of forty to renounce what Providence had
conferred upon him; he “REFUSED TO BE CALLED THE SON
OF PHARAOH’S DAUGHTER” (Heb. 11: 24). One of the
evidences of “new birth” (in John 3: 3) is (hat its sub-
ject gets his eyes opened, and apart from this he “can-
not see” what God is doing. He is blind spiritually. But
whether the work of God began in Moses when he was
very young or somewhat later, we may observe that at
the age of forty he is learning to appraise values; his
eyes are opened so widely thal he sees things as they
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really are. It is of course certain that he does not realize
all that is involved in the step he takes, but the Holy
Ghost selects words that reveals it, saying: “Cloosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin [or a season; estéeming the
reproach of Christ greater riclhes than the treasures in
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the
reward” (Heb. 11:25,26). All this was involved in the
“good start” he had made in the way that is really life.

But having so decided a character, we now discover
him endeavoring to expand his recent decision into a
thing that “works” for the prosperity of God’s interests
among His people. Consequently, as the witness of an
intolerable situation, he proceeds to kill a brutal Egyp-
tian. On the next day, however, he witnesses a scene
that urges him to attempt the making of peace between
“brethren.” But he finds this latter to be more difficult
than killing an Egyptian, and the upshot of his well-
meant activity is flight to the land of Midian. Comment-
ing upon this occasion, and informing us of the thoughts
passing through the young man’s mind at this time,
Stephen says he ‘“supposed his brethren would have un-
derstood how that God by his hand would deliver them:
but they understood not” (Acts 7:25). They had no
conception of the self-denial and purpose of heart that
brought him from the King’s court to their side, nor did
they understand that he was the chosen vessel of blessing
among them.

However, if the children of Israel are not ready to be
delivered it is evident that Moses, although he has ‘“the
root of the matter” in him, has much to learn before he
can serve them as effectively as God desires, hence his
flight is overruled for good, for it places him where he
can learn to advantage what he needs to know.
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Nevertheless, as his decision to renounce Egypt’s trea-
sures for God’s interests is portrayed (in Hebrews 11)
apart from fleshly admixture, so is his forsaking Egypt
described as the fearless act of one whose eye is upon
God. “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath
of the King: for he endured, as seeing Him who is in-
visible.” The entire summary of events in this passage
omits any reference to the sojourn in Midian, and passes
from Moses at forty to Moses at eighty; for God, who
reads the intention of the heart, and knows the end from
the beginning, accredits at the outset all that is involved
in the “good start” His servant makes when he refuses
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.

—R. J. REID.
(To be continued, D.V.)

THE END OF THE LORD

“The thing which I greatly feared is come upon me”
(Job 3: 25). So cried Job of old in the midst of sorrows
which seemed overwhelming. And his utterances in the
midst of his calamities have been echoed by many af-
flicted ones all down the centuries. DBut ‘‘the end of the
Lord” at length as reached. The object He had in
view was attained. Then Job was doubly blessed. It is
for the comfort and encouragement of tried believers that
his story is given to us, so as to assure our hearts that
“the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy” (James
5:11).

Let us not forget that God ever has an END in view.
‘That end is His glory and our good. It is “for our
profit” on the one hand, and ‘“that we may be partakers
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of His holiness,” on the other. And if He chastens us—
and He chastens all—it is because He loves. In His
love He will bring “the end” about, and when we see
what His object has been we shall but praise Him for all
the way He has brought us. Love, His perfect love, has
ordered, does order, and will order every detail for our
richest blessing.

“His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.”

The old story of the farmer who built a new barn is
worth repeating. At one end of the building he had a
weathervane placed, and under it, the words, “GOD IS
LOVE.” Some of his neighbors asked the old Christian,
“Do you mean that the love of God is as changeable
as the wind?” “Indeed, I do not,” was his reply. “What
I mean is this, ‘GOD IS LOVE,” whichever way the wind
blows.”

Yes! whether the wind blows from the cold North, or
blows from the sunny South, from the East, or from the
West, all is, and all must be, well for the one who is
cared for by Him who “spared not His own Son, but de-
livered Him up for us all.” The cross of Calvary shows
the greatness of God’s love. To it we should look ever,
and not to our circumstances. These are at times in-
explicable to us, but the day will dawn soon when we
shall “know as we are known’” and see the why and the
wherefore of that which we cannot understand at present.
The words of our Lord, “That which I do thou knowest
not now, but thou shalt know hereafter,”” may gladden
our hearts, and so in confidence in God we may say,
‘“Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon
my garden, that the spices thereol may {low out” (Song
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4:16). We have not wisdom to determine what will be
the best way to promote the issuance of the aromatic
odor from our lives; but our God knows, and we may
leave ourselves in His hands, and fully trusting in Him,
believe and cry, “God is love.”

This thought has been expressed beautifully in a hymn,
too little known,

“We cannot always trace the way,
Where Thou, our gracious Lord, dost move;
But we can always surely say—
That ‘God is Love.’

When clouds hang o’er our darkened path,
We’ll check our dread, each doubt reprove;

For here each soul sweet comfort hath—
That ‘God is Love.’

Yes! Thou art Love, a truth like this
Can every gloomy thought remove,

And turn our tears and woes to bliss—
For ‘God is Love.””

Many of the occurrences in our pathway may seem con-
trary to this truth. Painful events in our lives may argue
on the opposite side. The details of our Father’s deal-
ings with us may be distressing for the time. But each
and all will be made somehow to “work together for good
to them that love God.” A well-known preacher was
seeking to encourage his hearers with regard to this
glorious truth. He held in his hands, before the audience,
the reverse side of a perforated cardboard text which had
been worked skilfully and beautifully in varied colored
silks. Being the back of the text, however, it could not
be read. The many silks were criss-crossed as though
spiders dipped in differing inks had crawled over the card.
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There appeared to be no scheme or reason whatever in
the work. When, however, the right side was presented
before them they could see what had been wrought.
“GOD IS LOVE” was plainly to be descried. I need
hardly apply the moral.

Ah, is it not so with us all? We look at the wrong
side of the details of our lives. The stitches cannot be
understood. By and by we shall see the right side of
everything, and say, “As for God, His way” was “per-
fect.” Then shall we praise Him for all that is past,
and say, “He hath done all things well.” Short-sighted,
as we are, we know not the end from the beginning, but
our God is acquainted with all, and works for us, and
with us, and in us, for our ultimate benefit. In this
confidence we may sing;

“Let good or ill betide,
All must be good for me,

Secure of having Thee in all,
Of having all in Thee.

In Thee I place my trust,
On Thee I calmly rest;
I know Thee good, I know Thee just,
And count Thy choice the best.”
—INGLIS FLEMING.

FOLLOW ME

What does it mean to follow Christ
In self-effacement, all the way?
E’en He who pleaséd not Himself,
But lived for others, day by day—
From Bethlehem’s manger lived for us,
E’en to His last breath on the cross.
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He lived to serve, not to be served,
Spared not Himself, but spent His all,
And lavished kindness ev’rywhere,
On those He came in love to call,
For “God so loved the world, He gave
His only Son,” lost souls to save.

“Come, follow Me.” Where does He lead?
Not where the world in thoughtlessness
Its pleasures seeks, forgetting God,
And Himr who only came to bless;
The “Man of sorrows” here below
For sinners to the cross must go.

So to that cross we follow Him,
To find our sins all put away
By Him who gave Himself for us,
That we might live eternally;
"Twas to the cross He ever led,
Where He a willing Victim bled.

And there’s no other way to life

Than through Thy death, O Son of God!
For Thou, the sinless, wast made sin,

And bore for me Jehovah’s rod:
Thus in my stead, Lord, Thou wast tried,
And in my Substitute I died.

Life is not made of things so great
That we may hold them up to view,
But little things that none may see,
That we, forgetting self, may do.
If thou wouldst not the glory dim,
Cross out thyself and follow Him.

—IHELEN MCDOWELL.



FAITHFULNESS GONE MAD

Remarks on Jephthah. Abridged
from “Lectures on the Book of Judges,” by Samuel Ridout.

Jephthah had made a vow that if the Lord should give
the children of Ammon into his hand, whatever came out
of his house, he would offer it up for a burnt offering to
the Lord.

I have never been quite able, though I would be glad
to do so, to think that the stern, self-righteous, self-
opinionated man—and there is no tyranny like the
tyranny of a self-righteous conscience, there is no suffering
like the suffering inflicted upon oneself under the goad-
ings of a legal conscience—that a man of Jephthah’s make-
up, who a little later on could take the fords of Jordan,
and with a good conscience cut the throats of forty-two
thousand of his fellow-Israelites, was a man too tender-
hearted to do, just what he said he would do, to his
daughter, offer her up as a burnt offering to the Lord.

What is frequently taken as the explanation of this, is
that he dedicated his daughter to perpetual virginity.
But it seems to me that Jephthah’s whole character was
such that he was perfectly capable of carrying out such
a vow. He knew about Abraham. How a distorted con-
science might very easily make a wrong use of God’s com-
mandment to Abraham, might forget that God arrested
Abraham’s hand, so that he did not do what He told him
to do. A morbid, self-righteous conscience, and one who
had all the time felt the galling character of his breth-
ren’s scorn of him; one who was self-occupied and self-
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centered to a good degree personally, was not above hav-
ing a wrong conception of such a thing as this.

The man, apparently, reduced everything to a dead
level. He had his sword drawn, and as he had slain the
Ammonites, he would slay his daughter, if he promised
God to do it. As he had slain his daughter, he would
take the fords of Jordan and slay the Ephraimites.

Need I interpret that for us? Need I speak of that
spirit which, alas, we have seen so much of, which makes
no discrimination; which, as the epistle of Jude says, does
not make a difference of some, saving them with fear?
Have we not seen something of treating foe and friend
alike?r Have we not seen too much of that, of treating
the people of God just exactly as we would treat the
enemies of God?

A hard and fast use of Scripture makes no discrimina-
tion at all. Here is one who loves Christ, whose heart is
filled with love to Him, one who desires to please Him.
Am I to treat such an one in the same way that I would
a teacher of blasphemy, one who brings in all kinds of
false doctrine as to the Person of the Lord? Are Am-
monite and Ephraimite to be the same? And is the same
judgment to be meted out to both? Surely not, brethren.

I can deal with Ephraim, as I surely should, but it is
quite another thing for me to take the fords of Jordan,
and compel everyone that goes through those fords to say
just thus and so. To compel him to say skibboletl, and
if he cannot quite say it, to cut him off. ‘Shibboleth”
is the flood, that which divides. It refers to that stream
which divided Gilead from Ephraim. So if those of
Ephraim cannot quite pronounce as to what divides, to
treat them simply to the sword, that surely is feitkfulness
gone mad; it ceases to be faithfulness, and comes to be
destruction. And I think, dear brethren, that just as we
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had in Abimelech (Judges 9) the failure of man’s rule
when he is seeking his own aggrandizement, so in
Jephthah we have the like failure of man’s rule when
the conscience is under the power of legalism. It is harsh-
ness and sternness without a bit of light to relieve it. It
is simply the claim of an ascetic. Because it is unhappy
itself, it will make everything and everybody around it
unhappy; and this is all the sadder when it opens up the
Scripture, with which it has dealt out judgment to here-
tics, and applies that Scripture relentlessly to those who
may not see eye to eye with itself.

Here again you can find in the history of the Church
much that would answer to Jephthah. I am sure, as
we speak of Roman Catholic persecutions of the people
of God and are horror-struck at them, we must not forget
Protestant persecutions of the people of God. We must
not forget the hard, harsh laws of those who fled to
America for religious liberty, because they wanted free-
dom of conscience to worship God, and yet who made
laws of such a character that some of the best people in
the colonies, such as Roger Williams and others, were
banished, under their edict, to the Indians.

If we are going to exercise rule for God. there has got
to be something more than a half view of Scripture.
Jephthah seemed to think that God wanted him to do
what was unpleasant to do, simply because it was un-
pleasant. That is the reason why he would slay his
daughter—or banish her from his home; the principle is
the same, whichever interpretation we take—and, once
get a taste of blood, and forty-two thousand of his
brethren cannot quench the taste.

Is it not solemn, and is it not a fact, that in the his-
tory of the Church, those who have met and overthrown
heresy, are those who have then crossed swords with their
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brethren, and fought to the very knife, over things that
were not a vital question of truth?

You remember how Luther, who delivered God’s people
from the errors and heresies of Rome, turned round and
contended with his brethren about the real Presence in
the Lord’s Supper, and would not under any considera-
tion yield a single point. We can apply these things;
yes, brethren, we can apply them today, and if we are
going to do better than Jephthah, we must beware of
just this morbid conscientiousness which is really that of
an undelivered soul in the bonds of legalism,which presses
upon the people of God that which is not His test, that
which after all simply divides the people of God from one
another, and does not divide them from their enemies.

I have not forgotten, in speaking of Jephthah’s harsh-
ness, that there is need of faithfulness amongst the peo-
ple of God. We find the remedy in Jephthah’s successors.
After his death Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel. The
meaning of “Ibzan” is probably “purity,” from a root
meaning “to be white.” That is the remedy for harsh-
ness and relentlessness. The wisdom which cometh from
above is first pure, and there can be no peace without
purity. In contrast to Jephthah, Ibzan has thirty sons
and thirty daughters. This seems to intimate the growth
and multiplication of that which stands for God. Here
is a judge who, instead of slaying his brethren and his
one daughter, who, instead of putting an end to any
hope of growth of the principles for which he stood,
gathers in, and is able in that way to multiply his family.
He is thus able to carry out in increased measure the
principles for which he stands, and those are the prin-
ciples of purity. There is nothing mentioned of his rule
except this.
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After him you have Elon the Zebulonite, who judged
Israel for ten years. Zebulon is the tribe that speaks
of abiding in communion with God. And Elon, the
“strong,” shows how after purity comes strength, and in
that way prosperity. There must be strength in the
government of the people of God. Indifference to the
will of God cannot be thought of.

The last judge mentioned in this connection is Abdon,
the son of Hillel, the Pirathonite, ‘“service, the son of
praise”—service that springs out of a heart filled with
praise. He dwells in a place that speaks of redemption
and deliverance. That is not a Jephthah. It is not one
who has but one rule by which he measures people, and
if they do not come up to it cuts them off. But if you
have the spirit of service, of which we have already been
speaking, and that which is the only spirit of rule and
service, there will be love that flows out of a heart
filled with praise. And where there is that, where God’s
people are overflowing with praise, dwelling in His house,
and so still praising Him, there will be service to their
brethren, and there will be the government of God’s
house, which will be maintained, not by violence, but in
the power and strength of purity. Let us remember,
then, these things as that which is the antidote to
Jephthah’s harshness. The antidote to sternness is not
carelessness. Oh, that we might learn that in our souls,
that the reaction from sternness has this threefold char-
acteristic—purity, strength and service. Let us hold fast
to the purity of God’s truth; let us be firm where His
truth is in question, and then in the service of praise, a
heart filled with praise, we shall find that it is not ne-
cessary to be Jephthahs in order to stand fast for God.




A STRANGER ON EARTH

The Church, according to the mind of God, is a stranger
on the earth. Her portion, her hope, her home, her in-
heritance, her all, is heavenly. It would make no differ-
ence in the current of this world’s history if the Church
had never been heard of. Her calling, her walk, her
destiny, her whole character and course, her principles
and morals, are or ought to be heavenly. The Church
has nothing to do with the politics of this world. Her
citizenship is in heaven, from whence she looks for the
Saviour. She proves false to her Lord, false to her call-
ing, false to her principles, in so far as she meddles with
the affairs of nations. It is her high and holy privilege
to be linked and morally identified with a rejected, cru-
cified, risen, and glorified Christ. She bas no more to
do with the present system of things, or with the current
of this world’s history, than her glorified Head in the
heavens. “They,” says our Lord Christ, speaking of His
people, “are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world.”

This is conclusive. It fixes our position and our path
in the most precise and definite way possible. ‘“As He
is, so are we in this world.” This involves a double
truth, namely, our perfect acceptance with God and our
complete separation from the world. @ We are in the
world, but not of it. We have to pass through it as pil-
grims and strangers, looking out for the coming of our
Lord, the appearing of the Bright and Morming Star. It
is no part of our business to interfere with political mat-
ters. We are called and exhorted to obey the powers
that be, to pray for all in authority, to pay tribute, and
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owe no man any thing; “To be blameless and harmless,
the sons of God without rebuke in the midst of a crooked
and perverse nation,” among whom we are to ‘‘shine as
lights in the world, holding forth the word of life.”

—From “Notes on Deuteronomy,” Vol.II,, C. H. M.

FOOTPRINTS IN THE WILDERNESS

“There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which
the vulture's eye hath not seers”” (Job 28:1). The path
which the sharpest natural perception, as symbolized by
the vulture’s eye, has not perceived must be a remarkable
path.  Such was the Lord’s path here.

“There is but that one in the waste,
Which His footsteps have marked as His own.”

That one path was a lonely one for the Lord while He
was on earth. T[oxes had holes, and birds had nests, but
He had no pillow. But the lowly path of shame as a
stranger and foreigner led upwards to His Father—the
source of that river, the streams whereof make glad the
City of God. Even as there is now one place for us in
Heaven where He sits on His throng, there is in this
benighted earth but one place for us, and that is in the
path where His footprints are left.

The apostle Paul could say, “I follow after, if that I
may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of
Christ Jesus. . .reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3: 12-14). Ittai



300 YouNG BELIEVERS’ DEPARTMENT

the Gittite answered King David, “In what place my
lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even
there also will thy servant be” (2 Sam.15: 21). If we
know the rest in Heaven in which our Lord dwells then
we rejoice in tracing out His footprints here.

““The pillar of the cloud went from before their face and
stood behind them: and it came between the camp of the
Egyptians and the camp of Israel, and it was a cloud and
darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these:
so that the one came not near the other all night” (Exod.
14: 19, 20). The cloud in this connection may be taken
as symbolizing the death of Christ, which comes in as
a mighty barrier between the world and us. The marked-
out path is on the resurrection side of the death of Christ.
Hence the sharpest intellect cannot apprehend it. The
Egyptians could not see through to the Israelites be-
cause of the cloud which was darkness to them, but the
cloud was light to the Israelites. ‘“The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God...they are
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2: 14).

—T. OLIVER (Galashiels).

a Young Believers’ Department H

Calendar: Nov. 16th to Dec. 15th

DAILY BIBLE READING: ....... Nov. 16th, Hosea 3;
Nov. 30th, Joel 3; Dec. 15th, Micah 1.
SUPPLEMENTARY READING ..... Nov. 16th, Rev. 8;

Nov. 30th, Rev. 22; Dec. 15th, Matt. 15.



“ Workin theFaeia Field

The following interesting letters from our brethren in

China and Africa are cause for prayer and praise to our
Lord.

Taitowying, Sept. 20, 1932.

We are glad to say there has been good interest in
the meetings all summer in the tent-work; yet we are
sorry to say that we have not seen definite conversions
and so take comfort in the words of Isa. 55: 11. We
have, however, realized that the general attitude of the
people toward Christianity and Christians has changed
in every village where we have been. Usually before
hearing the gospel they have a strong prejudice against
Christianity, and especially against foreigners, but after
we have been about a couple of weeks in a place many
men and women come and say that what we are preach-
ing is all good and true. Then they often tell us what
kind of prejudice they had before our coming to their
village, such as that foreign missionaries coming to China
try to persuade Chinese to join the foreigners and then
when they go to their own country they carry our “Great
Country” people home with them into their ‘“small
country.”

A village headman enquired of me whether I had been
back home since coming to China the first time and
when he learned that I had been on furlough four years,
ago, he asked how many “Great Country” people I took
along with me, and so I explained to him it was not our
purpose to come and persuade anrybody to join us, but
to recognize the true and living God and to believe in
His Son whom He has sent to save sinners, and to per-
suade them to reject their idols and serve the true and
living God who is able to save those that trust in Him.
Then I asked him, “Who told you that the [oreigners



302 WoRrRK IN THE IFOREIGN IFIELD

have come here to persuade Great Country people to join
the foreigners?” He said, “They all say so.” 1 said,
“I am sorry that they all are wrong.”

There are many of those stories—such as that foreign-
ers take people’s hearts out when they die, and also their
eyes; and when the foreigner inquires who said so they
reply, “Everybody says so.” But then when they hear
the Gospel they say that our preacher is entirely different
from what “they all say.” Of course some profess to
believe all that we say and that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, but we often find them to be the kind the
Lord mentions in Matt. 7: 21, saying “Lord, Lord,” but
there is no other sign of their conversion, so we have to
trust in what Paul wrote to the Corinthians, that, “Your
labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

We were just about to send some announcement cards
—that the Lord had graciously given us a little son, who
was born Sept. 16th. He seemed to be especially bright,
and in four days had so absorbed our lives with his own
that it left an awful heartache when the Lord called him
Home about 4 o’clock this morning, but we are com-
forted by the knowledge that the Lord has called him,
and by knowing that he is in the glory and that we shall
soon be caught up with him to see the Lord. Other-
wise Mrs. Kautto is well, for which we are thankful to
the Lord (Rom. 8: 28).

The conditions around this vicinity are still peaceful,
though rumors of war and some movements of soldiers
are seen and heard almost every day. Yet we have en-
joyed a peaceful year. We have heard that some bandits
or robbers have been here and there, but the Lord has
kept us in such a way that we have never come in con-
tact with them. We do not know what will take place
in the future, but it is so good to know that we are in
the Lord’s hands.

The officer whom we mentioned in a previous letter
as having bought a Bible some time ago openly confessed
Christ, and used to come daily to have a special Bible
study with me as long as his regiment stayed in
Taitowying. There were also two privates of the re-
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giment who showed genuine evidence after their confes-
sion, but on the last of August the regiment was trans-
ferred to another place. So we thank the Lord that there
were some who received new birth this summer. There
were a number of other officers also who were interested,
but who never took an open stand for the Lord though
they came for the Bible study in the hall.

We notice in the paper that in the Jehol district there
may be war before long, but we are about 130 miles by
road from this district, Jehol itself being 200 miles north-
west of here.

Trusting this will find all the saints well and happy in
the Lord,

Affectionately yours in Christ,

Charles O. Kautto.

Pingfan, Kansu, China, Aug. 25, 1932.

I have not been long back from a trip to a place called
Bayenrung which is five days’ journey from Lanchow.
If you look at the map, we went west to Nienpai. Here
there is no missionary, and I put up posters and preached.
From Nienpai we struck south-west to Bayenrung, pass-
ing through a large Mohammedan settlement, where much
interest in the Word was shown. Bayenrung is ninety
li north-west of Shunhwa. Those numbers are Chinese
li's. Three li’s to one English mile.

At Bayenrung there is a Missionary and his wife by
the name of John Bell. Brother Bell was converted at
the mission which our brethren have been running for
several years at Toronto. His brother George was con-
verted about the same time, and he is now at Kweiteh,
about two days west of Bayrenrung on the border of
Tibet.

A young Doctor Pearce who has recently come to
China, and is stationed at Lanchow, was called to attend
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the sick at Bayenrung, and I was asked to accompany
him back to Lanchow, so this is the reason for my trip.
While at Bayrenrung, I had the opportunity to have part
in an operation which was performed on a Tibetan lassie.
About two years ago in having a tooth pulled her jaw-
bone was broken and became septic. Her face was badly
swollen, and pus was constantly flowing from two holes
in the side of her face, and she could just barely open
her mouth. Brother Bell had attended to it about eight-
een months previous, but dared not operate. He ad-
ministered the anaesthetic, the doctor operated, and I
played the part of nurse. He first pulled out four teeth
which were septic, and then opened up the face, taking
out quite a large piece of dead jawbone. At first I
thought I would not be able to stand it, but after a little
while I became hardened. Before we left she was quite
bright and happy, and well on the way to recovery.

Coming back we did not go to Nienpai, but struck out
almost directly east. It is a very mountainous country,
and the first day we had to pass over about ten peaks.
There was scarcely a level piece of ground the whole
day. We passed several Tibetan villages, but unfortun-
ately were unable to speak Tibetan. That night we put
up in a Tibetan home. We must have looked very curi-
ous to the old lady sitting on the %ang, for she watched
every movement, and had to have a taste of everything
that we had. There was only one room for all hands to
sleep, so we left the folks of the home take the 2ang and
we took to the floor. By the way, the animals’ trough
was at one end of the same room.

You will notice my address is changed. I expect to
leave here next Tuesday morning for Pingfan, three
days’ journey from here by cart. The China Inland
Mission have a station there but have not had anyone to
put in it for the last three years. Itis on the main road,
and the nearest occupied mission station from Lanchow
on this road is Liangchow, seven days’ journey from
Lanchow. I visited Pingfan when I first came up to
these parts, in fact, I walked there with pack on back,
and I thought the people were favourable for the gospel.
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Before going to Bayenrung I bought a black mule for
the work, and am very satisfied with him. He is young,
strong, and good-natured.

When I go to Pingfan I expect to stay in the mission

station.
George E. Foggin.

Nyangkundi, Sept. 6, 1932.

I have hesitated to write too much, for this rheuma-
tism is so tricky that one mail I can write “feeling fine,”
and the next, “down in bed.” TFor the past two months,
however, there have been no “down in bed” times, and
the improvement, though gradual, seems to be noticea-
ble. This is particularly encouraging as the wet rainy
reason is at its height.

In the past few weeks I have had the happy privilege of
motor-cycling out to somewhat distant villages with the
gospel. This increased activity has produced no adverse
reaction; hence the doctor has sanctioned my continuing
with it, thus supplementing station activity with moder-
ate village work until such a time as I may be able to
return to Nyangkundi.

All North Congo tribes use the poison ordeal to prove
suspected guilt. Only recently at a near-by village a
native Christian woman who has walked for some years
with the Lord was accused of killing a man by fetish and
charms. To prove her innocence, the woman consented
to drink the poison potion. By the grace of God she
vomited the poison immediately. Oh, that the native
Christians would break away from such dishonoring prac-
tices in their lone stand in the villages. Another way of
testing for guilt is to pour boiling water upon the head
of the accused. Suffering no permanent harm is proof
of innocence! Still there are some fine Christians in the
bush, and I so enjoy fellowship with them that I find it
hard to be silent. The change wrought by the power of
God would convince even the most skeptical that true
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regeneration has taken place. One such passed away
last week here.

Adrako was a member of the Kaliko tribe of Northern
Congo, and grew up amidst the sinful and immoral prac-
tices of heathendom. The Word of God was preached
in his village and after a time he was convicted of sin and
converted. Immediately he exhibited a hunger for the
Word of God, and attended the village mission school,
learning to read. Diligence soon raised him from the
ranks of the ignorant and he became an intelligent Chris-
tian. His joy was to go out to other villages and preach
Christ, or to gather a number of simple Christians in his
hut and in the quiet of the evening by the light of the
little fire, read portions from the Bible and pour out the
petitions of his heart together with them.

After a time he saw the Scriptural teaching regarding
baptism and wished to take his stand thus with Christ.
At that hour he took the name “Gidoni” (Gideon), and
it proved in later years to be a good choice, for Gidoni
did little in his own strength; it was always ‘“the sword
of the Lord and of Gidoni.”

For a number of years he led an exemplary life, walk-
ing in close communion with the Lord, being much used
in the salvation of souls and in the strengthening and
upbuilding of native saints.

He came to the advanced school for continued educa-
tional training and sought to supplement his own digging
in the Word by attendance at Bible readings and Scrip-
tural expositions by missionaries. While here he entered
unawares into a forbidden native path, which was guard-
ed by poison. Innocently he became the victim of the
carefully laid trap for another, and at once became
desperately ill. Ifor a number of days he hovered be-
tween life and death, patient, but unresponsive, and in
constant agony. We had times of prayer at his bedside,
singing hymns softly in Bangala. Gidoni was silent,
though appreciative. Almost two hours before the end
he underwent a remarkable change. In pain still, he
softly prayed—not selfishly for his own comfort, but that
God would watch over those He had won to Him. About
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mid-day he lifted his eyes upward and said, “Oh, I see
a beautiful placel” His tribal brother, a brother in the
Lord as well, asked, “What place?” To this Gidoni gave
a happy sigh, and said, “I see Jesus”, and passed on to
his reward. At the grave three sinners repented and
found Christ, one being a Kaliko man. Reports came in
on all sides giving evidence of the fruitfulness of the life
just ended. The brother who held him at the last said,
“Those last words of Gidoni’s have helped me greatly.
My faith is increased a hundredfold.” It is blessed to
contemplate such a home-going. May we be so wrapped
up in Christ, so occupied with Him that, whether we meet
Him via the tomb or the air, we will be ready.

Bakuea-time is here and another item is added to the
native diet. The bakua are infant white ants which come
pouring out of the hill, winged and ready for flight.
They lose the wings later. The natives sit around the
hole, over which they have erected a tent of banana
leaves to prevent escape of the delicacy, and gobble
down the creatures as they appear.

I have unearthed another striking practice of the
Kakwa and Logo tribes in this district. Bodies are
buried with the knees up, legs drawn towards the body.
Questioning old villagers we received the information that
this is done to assist the sleeper to arise on another day.
Thus resurrection is not a point that needs to be taught
as no counter-belief exists. It is not verse 12 of 1 Cor.
15 that we need to stress, but verses 3, 4, 20, 21, 22.

Join with us in praise for the restoration of a fallen
brother, Samweli by name, and for a number of profes-
sions of faith recently made here; also for the sufficiency
of His grace even in suffering; and in prayer for the
keeping of these babes in Christ, and for more who will
have courage to accept and truly receive Jesus; for wis-
dom in the translation of the post-captivity books into
Kingwana, a work which I expect, God willing, to com-
mence shortly.

Your brother by grace,

Bill Deans.
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Mambassa, Irumu, Congo Belge, Aug. 31, 1932.

There has been real blessing here the past weeks. Last
Lord’s day four were baptized at a near-by stream. The
mectings are also well attended and with good interest.
Some of those who recently confessed Christ were for-
merly very antagonistic. May there be many more of
this crowd at Mambassa—M ohammedans—swho may fol-
low in their steps! I have a rather notable Mohamme-
dan out in the ward just now, and it happens that he
lies in the very bed Magwavi died in. This morning I
reminded him that he had heard of God’s love in Christ
many times—for in 1926 he came to me at Nyankunde
for treatment—and was still refusing. “Listen,” I said,
“to what one bigger than you, as he lay in the very bed
you are lying in, said before us all, ‘I believe in Jesus
Christ.” That is what God wants to hear from the lips
of every sinner.” He said nothing and I left him to
think of where he was lyingl They do not like to be
reminded that Magwavi died having confessed Christ.

Your brother in Christ,
R. C. Woodhams, M. D.

P.S.—We went through to Lolwa last Sunday afternoon
after the baptism was over, and enjoyed the evening with
the Deans, had a profitable time over the Sth chapter of
Romans and came home about nine o’clock. We do not
see each other very often but greatly appreciate the times
when we can.



FOR FIFTY YEARS

In the Lord’s mercy HELP and FOOD for the House-
hold of Faith has been enabled to complete a ministry of
half-a-century with the present issue. As printed on the
cover from its beginning, the object has been to provide
a medium ‘“to serve as a channel to the gifts which
Christ has given to His Church.” That the Head of the
Church should be honored and its members edified has
been the earnest desire of those who have been privileged
to serve in its direction, and thus fulfil, in whatever vary-
ing measure, those inspiring words, “Ye serve the Lord
Christ” (Col. 3: 24).

That it may continue true to these aims, the continued
prayers of its friends are requested.

For all who have helped, by prayer, by contributing,
by subscribing and by distributing, thanks to God are
given and continuation of such help besought. P.D. L.

THE CITIES OF REFUGE
(Numbers 35)

It is in the wilderness-book of Numbers we have the
cities of refuge. There were six of these cities, three on
each side of the Jordan. They were a merciful provision
of God for one who had accidentally killed a person. Im-
mediately upon such an accident occurring, the guilty
party, in order to save his own life, should run at once
to the nearest city of refuge. In this place he would be
protected until the judges met and considered his case.
If it was an accidental killing, then the slayer would be
restored to his city of refuge. There he would remain
until the death of the high priest, after which he would
be at liberty to return to his inheritance.
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There are different lessons to be learned from all this.
It is a beautiful

Picture of God's Salvation

offered for sinners, to “whosoever will.” Here is a per-
son who has committed an offense punishable by death.
That is the case with each one of us. We have sinned
and come short of the glory of God. Because of this
undeniable fact we are guilty and responsible. Judg-
ment must take its course; punishment must be meted
out unless a way of escape be found. That way of escape
has been provided by God. Just as the slayer was told
to flee to the city of refuge, and would make haste to
do so, in like manner God has made Christ a refuge for
us, and He wamns all to “flee from the wrath to come.”

But suppose the man is indifferent. He thinks there is
time enough to get to the city of refuge. Why hurry?
Speedily comes the relative of the dead man who falls
upon him and kills him. He loses his life because of his
neglect. He had time enough to have made his escape
to the city appointed. It was on his side of the Jordan
and easily reached, but he thought he had plenty of time,
so he delayed and lost his life. Does not this describe
many today who are putting off the salvation of the soul?
The devil says, Plenty of time; why hurry? And if you
listen to him you will perish in your sins.

This gospel story is easily read upon the surface. There
is also an underlying and deeper meaning which is most
interesting and instructive to consider.

The Jews at the present time

stand in the same relation to God as the man-slayer who
had fled to a city of refuge. There he must remain, away
from his- home, until the death of the high priest, and
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after this occurred he was free to return. This is Israel’s
present position. They are absent from their home-land,
driven out because guilty of blood—the blood of Christ.

At the cross Jesus prayed, ‘‘IFather, forgive them; for
they know not what they do,” and after the day of Pente-
cost, Peter charges them with their guilt in these search-
ing words; “But ye denied the Holy One and the Just,
and desired a murderer to be granted unto you, and
killed the Prince of life.” He then goes on to speak of
extenuating circumstances connected with the act, say-
ing, “And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance
ye did it, as did also your rulers....Repent ye there-
fore and be converted that your sins may be blotted out’
(Acts 3: 14-19).

They were at that time in the position of the man-
slayer who had killed a person ‘“at unawares,” but who
must flee at once to the city of refuge or be slain by the
avenger of blood. Christ was the only refuge for them
in their desperate plight, and Him they refused. They
would not repent. The appeal to them was in vain; so
in the year A.D. 70 the armies of the Romans were let
loose, and

The days of vengeance

of which the Lord had forewarned came upon them
(Luke 21: 20-24). Driven from their inheritance they
have become refugees in strange countries. “The blood
which defiled Israel’s land was, above all, the blood of
Christ shed by them, on account of which they have been
for so many centuries kept from their inheritance”
(Num. Bible, p. 519).

The man-slayer in his city could only return to his
inheritance when the high priest died. It is when Christ’s
priestly work at the right hand of God is finished, and



312 Tiie CiT1ES oF REFUGE

He returns in power and glory to the earth, that the
trumpet will be blown for the rcassembling of Israel, and
they will be gathered from all lands (see Matt. 24: 31;
Isa. 27:13). Not till then will His time have come for
His people, Israel, to return to their own land from which
they have been exiles for so long a time.

A return in unbelief

is already in our day beginning to take place. It is as
the return of the man-slayer to his home before the death
of the high priest. The avenger of blood could fall
upon him and slay him, “Because he should have re-
mained in the city of his refuge until the death of the
high priest.” And yet Jacob is going back. He is plant-
ing the land with trees and vines and shrubs. Irriga-
tion systems from the River Jordan also furnish electric
power sufficient to supply the whole land, it is said.
The Jew trusts in his own resources and in the help of
the nations to reestablish him in his own place. The end
of all this will be tragic, as the prophet Isaiah in his
vivid word-picture describes; ‘“Because thou hast for-
gotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mind-
ful of the Rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant
pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange slips. In
the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the
morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish, but tke
harvest shall be an heap in the day of grief and of des-
perate sorrow” (Isa. 17:10,11). These brief sentences
tell the story, and the mind fills in the tragic picture from
other scriptures. “It is even the time of Jacob’s trouble,
but he shall be saved out of it” (Jer. 30: 7).

The valley of dry bones

of Ezckiel’s vision (ch. 37) would seem to be in the be-
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ginning of its fulfilment. “I prophesied as I was com-
manded; and as I prophesied there was a noise, and be-
hold, a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to
his bone....but there was no breath in them” (vers.
7,8). A limited awakening there may be, but the Spirit
of life from God has not entered into them. Whatever
of a national awakening there may have been through
the Balfour Declaration and other agencies, they are still
dead in their sins. Thomas-like, they will not believe
until they “look upon Him whom they have pierced,”
and see the print of the nails in His hands. Then like
him too, they will exclaim, “My Lord and my God.”
The pouring out of the Spirit of which Pentecost was a
foretaste will then occur in full measure, and it will
be said of them, “They shall all know Me, from the least
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord; for I
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin
no more” (Jer. 31: 34). “Neither will I hide My face
any more from them, for I have poured out My Spirit
upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord God” (Ezek.
39: 29).

It is sweet to contemplate that day when Israel’s long
misery shall be forever ended, and they shall be enjoying
the favor of Jehovah in fulfilment of His unconditional
promises to their fathers. Then, too, the groan of the
present groaning creation will have ceased, and, “The
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11: 9). Sweeter still it is to
realize that introductory to this earthly Dblessing there
will take place the removal of the Church from earth to
heaven, “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” May
our hearts keep this ever in view as we approach daily
nearer that eventful momentl

—RoGER B. EAMES.



THE DISTRESS:
THE CRY: THE DELIVERANCE

When the sons of Jacob first went to Egypt they were
placed in a good part of the land. It was the best there
was for pasturage for their flocks and herds. There they
had no distress; there was no cry for deliverance, for
was not Joseph occupying the highest place in the power
of Pharaoh to give? Left to enjoy such prosperity they
would never have taken a step towards Canaan, their own
country, but would have settled down to dwell in Egypt.
For what incentive was there to leave Egypt and take
that long arduous journey to a strange land of which they
knew almost nothing?

But Joseph died, also the kings who knew him. They
were of the same stock, friendly to Joseph’s race, but
hated by the Egyptians. It was not the mere interplay
of events which brought about the oppression, but back
of it was the same JEHOVAH who made the covenant
with Abram recorded in Gen. 15, and who said to him:
“Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in
a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and
they shall afflict them four hundred years; and also that
nation whom they shall serve will I judge: and afterward
shall they come out with great substance.”

From having great prosperity they had descended to
slavery, oppressed even more than most slaves, because
Egypt both hated and feared them. Then it was that
they. began to be weaned from the charm and allure-
ments of Egypt. The record reads: “The children of
Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried,
and their cry came up to God by reason of their bondage”
(Exod. 2: 23). The deliverance was complele; they were
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brought out of bondage and out of Egypt; and their
distress, their cry, and their deliverance in this instance
became a pattern and example of manifold future de-
liverances.

When the believer is greatly prospered in the things
of this life, has abundance, with little or no distress, he
is very apt to lose that living communion and fellowship
with God which makes him like a plant growing in the
bright sun. Christians are often greatly hindered by
much worldly prosperity and success in the things of this
life. The world has nothing else, nothing better. Their
all is here. When they die they leave all they have here
in the world. The child of God is not so; he has some-
thing immeasurably better, but there is still the tempta-
tion to love the world and the things of the world. This
always causes eternal loss; and to save His people from
settling down in the world, God sends distress, so that
their hearts may not be tangled up with the pleasant
things of the world..

Psalm 107 is a song for just such experiences, and is
profitable for frequent reading. It has four pictures of
distress; of a time of crying to God; then deliverance.
In each case the distress, the cry, the deliverance is re-
counted, then follows the exhortation, “Oh, that men
would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men!” Hence it is
that a time of general distress like the present, is a time
for crying to God for deliverance from—not only the
distress which comes from the world, but from its allure-
ments. It is not an evil to have all our props removed
so that we stand in entire dependence upon God for even
everyday necessities. It is a good thing to be placed
where we have to cry to God, where we are really in
distress, so that we have to cry to Him for what we need.



316 TiE DistrESSs: THE CryY: THE DELIVERANCE

Then we arc learning the great lesson taught all through
Scripture of the distress into which God often brings His
children, their cry to Him, and then their blessed deliver-
ance. The threec go together, and if we realize it, we
shall be praising Him for the distress which leads us to
cry to Him for the deliverance which is sure to come.

Best of all, perhaps, is the praise for deliverance ex-
perienced.  \We have learned new lessons of His care, His
love, Ilis goodness, worth vastly more than they cost.
For whatever brings us to know more of God is indeed
a blessing. That is really our greatest acquisition here
in this world—the getting to know our God better. The
more we learn of His goodness, the more our praises in-
What comfort and good cheer are in that psalm! Every
thing. He does two things; He sends the distress and
the deliverance. We do two things also; we cry and we
praise. These sum up the believer’s life here.

Israel’s experience in Egypt answers to this. JEHOVAH
sent the distress; they cried. He gave the deliverance;
they praised Him. That is ‘the program of Psalm 107.
What comfort and good cheer are in the psalml Every
believer is living continually a life described in some
part of it. Sometimes it is for our sins we are afflicted,
and are compelled to cry to God because of the afflic-
tions which He sends. But that is not a necessary part
of the believer’s life. Those who sail the sea of life see
His wonders in the deep. The blessed, glorious part of
this is that God both raises and calms the storms.

This is the greatest comfort. No storm comes but
Christ is there. No cry is made that He does not hear.
That is the glorious truth that shines out all through
the Psalms and the Epistles. If trouble comes, He
comes with it. You are to watch for Him in it. How
very great the comfort of thisl It cannot be any heavier



THE DisTrRESS: THE CrRY: THE DELIVERANCE 317

than He makes it. It cannot last any longer than Ie
wills and permits. Hence all trouble, trial, distress, brings
us right into the presence of Infinite Love.

We learn to submit; we learn to trust. As we go on,
these become “second nature” to us. e not only learn
to rejoice and praise after the storm but ¢ it.

“For cv’ry tribulation,
For ev’ry sore distress,

In Christ I've full salvation,
Sure help and quiet rest.”

This is what the lives of God’s people are in this world.
Prayer and praise on our part, inspired by the faith that
dwells in us; experiences of His love, His delivering
power; the growing in the knowledge of God, learning
more of His power and wisdom. How very far such a
life is from so much that passes for Christian living,

“This one thing I do,” said Paul. “Study to show thy-
self approved unto God,” he wrote to Timothy. He could
not write “approved unto men.” Faith is never guided
by the world’s approval. Are we seeking God’s approval
or man’s? Is Christ or the world in our minds and
hearts? God knows our hearts and their dangers, and it
may well be that the distresses we experience are His
way of keeping us from that which would bring eternal
harm to us. If we separate our distresses from His care
and love, we shall lose much. All parts of our lives are
to be looked at in connection with Christ, especially our
trials and deliverances.

Prayer and praise will make up a large part of our time
spent with Him, if we are walking in His path here.
They will be in our minds as we go about our daily em-
ployment. Whatever the outward life and ways may be,
we can be walking with God. Busy or out of work, the
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heart turns to its refuge and rest in all the experiences
of each day. The days may be full of blessings with no
distressing trials. Then we can praise Him for this.
“In everything give thanks.” We thank and praise Him
for deliverances wrought; we do the same for blessings
received. Such lives glorify Him.

—J. W. NEWTON.

EPOCHS IN THE LIFE OF MOSES

(Continued from page 288)
2. TRAINING IN SECRET

Soldiers are trained far from the field of battle. Awk-
ward youths are drilled where no hostile eye looks on.
Thus Moses is removed to a place where he is trained to
do battle in God’s way.

Upon his arrival in Midian he is ready for anything
that turns up. He might have wasted his life blaming
others for his failure, but he is as ready as ever to “do
his bit.” Sitting by a well in the new country, he dis-
covers there is service to be rendered there. For he sees
the daughters of the priest of Midian driven off by shep-
herds who monopolize the troughs filled by the labor of
these women. So he stands up and helps them and waters
their flock. And it is this service that introduces him to
Jethro, who welcomes him, gives him Zipporah as wife,
and finds him employment.

We now see him in the solitude of the desert engaged
as a shepherd for forty years. This may seem an un-
necessarily long period, but it will be found that when the
proper time arrives, things move according to divine
schedule. In the meantime the iniquity of the Amorites
becomes full, and Israel becomes ready for emancipation.
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Referring to the long-continued training of Moses, let
us copy a tale from Wm. Barker’s “Waters of Quietness.”
“Porporo, one of the most illustrious masters of music
in Italy, conceived a friendship for a young pupil, and
asked him if he had courage to persevere...in the course
he should mark out for him....When the pupil an-
swered in the affirmative, Porporo wrote upon a single
page of ruled paper the diatonic and chromatic scales,
ascending and descending, the intervals of the third,
fourth, and fifth, etc. = This page occupied both the
master and scholar during an entire year; and the year
following was also devoted to it. When the third year
commenced, nothing was said of changing the lesson, and
the pupil began to murmur; but the master reminded
him of his promise. The fourth year slipped away; the
fifth followed, and always the same eternal page. The
sixth found them at the same task; but the master added
to it some lessons of articulation, pronunciation, and
lastly of declamation. At the end of the year, the pupil,
who supposed himself still in the elements, was much
surprised when one day his master said to him: ‘Go,
my son, you have nothing more to learn. You are the
first singer of Italy, and of the world.” He spoke the
truth, for this singer was Caffarelli.”

Thus the thorough training of Moses, the long seasons
of silence, the exceptional opportunities for meditation
and prayer, are forming in him the habit of referring
everything to God. And at a later day it is apparent
he has learned his lesson for, as problems arise in Israel,
he solves them because he has God’s point of view.

At last the day arrives when God judges him fit for
service in Egypt. Hence at Mount Horeb He addresses
him out of “the burning bush,” impressing upon him His
Holiness and His Compassion. Thereupon He says:
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“Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh,
that thou mayest bring forth My people the children
of Israel out of Egypt” (Exod. 3: 10).

MOSES RECEIVES HIS COMMISSION

But he who pressed forward forty years earlier, now
draws back. He says: “Who am I that I should go unto
Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of
Israel out of Egypt?” Alas, the flesh that exhibits itself
in forwardness may equally reveal itself in backwardness.
Yet, to His timid servant, once so exuberant, God en-
couragingly says: “Certainly I will be with thee!” Still
he demurs. Whereupon God reminds him that he bears
a message from the I AM, and that opposition will give
way before it.

Moses, however, is thinking of what others will say,
because he is looking at himself rather than God. We
remember hearing a brother remark: “When Elijah got
his eye on Jezebel, he fled]” But another brother added:
“When Elijah got his eye upon /limself he said: As
Jezebel is after me, I must fleel” Similarly, as Moses
is looking at himself he is wondering how others will
treat him. He even goes further, and says: “They will
not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will
say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee.” Yet God
had said, “T/ey shall hearken to thy voice.”

At this juncture he receives

CREDENTIALS TO HIS BRETHREN

Casting his rod on the ground it becomes a serpent, but
taking it by the tail it becomes a rod in his hand. Put-
ting his hand in his bosom he takes it out leprous, but
putting it again in his bosom he withdraws it cleansed.
He is to take of the water of the river and pour it upon
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the ground, and it will become blood. These signs will
accredit him as sent of God.

If we may be permitted to consider their meaning as
applied to ourselves, we would observe that,

The “rod” represents human power, but as become a
serpent it is seen under satanic control. That control,
however, is broken at the cross, and he who accepts this
deliverance is enabled to do the will of God. Thence-
forth the rod is ‘“the rod of God.”

The “bosom” is the fountain of man’s being, but sin
has made it unclean; hence the service of the hand is
defiled thereby. But by the death of His Son God cleans-
eth from sin, so that we may serve Him acceptably.

The “river” as the world’s source of life is subject to
death.

Thus the servant’s credentials are not human advan-
tages nor an official status, but the experimental knowl-
edge of divine power and grace. He gains a hearing
among men because he can speak as (1) delivered from
Satan’s rule and brought under the authority of God; as
(2) having no confidence in the flesh but glorying in the
cross; and as (3) realizing that this world lies under the
judgment of death.

Returning however to Moses, we note that, notwith-
standing the credentials given him, he persists in his
hesitancy, saying: “O my Lord, I am not cloquent,
neither heretofore, nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy
servant [since yesterday, nor since the third day,
margin]: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue”
(Exod. 4: 10). But Jehovah says: “Who hath made
man’s mouth?” and adds, “Now therefore go, and I will
be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.”
He urges him forward. As Stoney illustrates:—A horse
is led by its rider to a barrier which he intends it to
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leap, but it shies. However the rider knows what the
horse can do, so at proper intervals he brings it to the
barrier again and again, until one day the noble creature
leaps it beautifully. The rider has his way, and the horse
is not sorry.

Moses replies: “O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the
hand of him whom Thou wilt send.” That is, Please
seizd someone else!/ This answer provokes the Lord to
anger, but He permits Moses his way to the extent of
learning upon an arm of flesh. What a loss this, not only
to Moses but to Israel! Thus he is allowed to take
Aaron as his mouth-piece to the people. And God says:
“I know that he can speak well!” Yes, God is well aware
of the existence of good speakers, but He is more desirous
of securing the service of hesitant Moses than that of
fluent Aaron; He prefers the serious, candid Moses who
will carefully say exactly what he means, to the ready-
tongued speaker who will later tell his brother: “I said
unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it
off. So they gave it me: then I cast it into the fire,
and there came out this calf’ (see Exod. 32: 2-4, 24).
Undoubtely Aaron is ready with words, but never would
such a speech have fallen from the lips of Moses and,
however useful Aaron is [this paper does not treat of his
typical position], there can be no doubt that God fore-
saw dangers which would have been prevented had His
servant Moses stepped forward when called. Nor is that
all. If “good speaking” consists in the proper use of the
plainest language, who is there among the sons of men
who ever stated facts more simply and tersely in writing
than the lawgiver, and who (but One) could have ex-
celled him in speaking when God would have been with
his mouth?

However, despite the unbelief that grieves Him, God
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shows His pleasure in the reality that lies beneath it, by
communicating His wishes to Moses rather than to Aaron,
the latter receiving them from the former who is to be
to him “instead of God.” The matter now being settled
in this way, Moses informs his father-in-law of his in-
tended departure and, taking his wife and two sons, sets
out in the direction of Egypt.

In concluding this “Epoch” we note that God insists
that His servant must be

FAITHFUL IN HIS HOME

Thus it “came to pass by the way in the inn, that the
Lord met him, and sought to kill him. Then Zipporah -
took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son,
and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband
art thou to me. So he let him go: then she said, A bloody
husband thou art, because of the circumcision” (vers.
24-26). Evidently there had been discord in the home,
the wife opposing the circumcision of her “son”—it does
not say sons. Perhaps the firstborn had been circum-
cised, but Zipporah, objecting to its repetition in the
second son, succeeds in getting her husband to yield the
point for the sake of peace. In this she is not a help-
meet, that is, a meet help. Nevertheless as Moses is ac-
countable, it is he who is imperilled. This his wife sees,
and performs the rite herself, yet does so in a state of
rebellion at God’s ordinance.

They now resume their journey however, Aaron meet-
ing them at Mount Horeb. And they enter Egypt and
gather “all the elders of the children of Israel,” to whem
“Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken
unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the peo-
ple.” And they believed, and bowed their heads and wor-

shipped. —R. J. Rem.
(To be continued, D.V.)



SPIRITUAL ENERGY

The epistle to the Philippians is the epistle of Spirit-
ual energy. Vigor marks it in every chapter. Recount-
ing in this letter his own experience the apostle Paul
shows what had been his course from the time of his con-
version. Thirty years had passed since he had been met
in grace by the Lord of glory on the road to Damascus.
Tlen he had counted all but loss for Christ, and now he
shows that his judgment of matters had never changed.
He reckons nothing as worth while save what was con-
nected with Christ and His glory and His interest on
earth.

Energy, GO, as it sometimes put, marks the whole epis-
tle, and we may look at the chapters briefly with that
word before us.

GO OUT is what comes before us in the first chapter.
Go out for Christ. Fellowship in the gospel had been
shown by the believers at Philippi and the apostle com-
mends this in them. He rejoiced that the gospel was
preached. Even though some were preaching it of con-
tention and strife, yet Ciwist was proclaimed, and this
caused Paul to be glad. The good news was being told,
that good news which has Christ Himself as its centre
and circumference, and if Christ was made much of
(even by some whose motives were not unmixed), that
was what the servant of the Lord earnestly wished.

“Go OQut.” Happy it is if we can get people to come
to halls or meeting rooms or homes to hear the Word.
But a fisherman goes to the water to catch fish. So we
find in the Book of The Acts that the glad good news
was told by the messengers of God in the market place,
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by the river side, in the temple, in the synagogues and
wherever a heading could be had. Oh, for more of this
gospel “GO” with all of us. I have heard of some young
Christians who meet monthly and send gospel booklets
through the post to people of their town. This is good.
A tract given to a passer-by or dropped in a letter box
may be the means of carrying the light of grace to some
needy soul. Ten or twelve houses might be called at
month by month and a gospel magazine be given or
loaned. These are some of many ways in which the
truth may be brought before the weary or in which the
sinful may be warned. It is a good thing to segk to
tell the story of God’s salvation every day to some one
in some way or another. Go Out with the gospel and
Go ON telling it while life shall last. Paul never lost his
interest in the story. Some of his last words to a younger
servant of Christ were, “Do the work of an evangelist.”

Go DowN may be said to be prominent in the second
chapter. Go down like Christ. His wonderful pathway
is brought before us in something of its beautiful detail
by the Spirit of God. We view Him in His Godhead
glory. There was nothing to be grasped after higher than
that which was His eternal majesty. But He to whom
all belonged and whom the angels served “made Him-
self of no reputation.” Veiling His Godhead glories He
took upon Himself the form of a servant. And not that
of an angel but that of a man. He “was found in fashion
as a man.” But lower still the Lord of glory would jour-
ney. He had come to do the will of God in its entirety
and to save lost and sinful man. And so we see Him
become obedient unto death, death in its most shameful
form, “even the death of the cross.”” Down, down, down
He went, glorifying God in every footfall of His wonder-
ful pathway.
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Now we know Him highly exalted, and that soon every
knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that He
is Lord, but while we wait for that day we are called to
“follow His steps.” The exhortation to us is, “Let this
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” He is
our Great Exemplar. We are-to learn of Him who is
meek and lowly in heart, to seek the glory of God and
the blessing of others in all our earthly way.

How different is this to the self-seeking so natural to
us alll But the new nature is ours by grace and the Holy
Spirit has been given to us so that something of the life
of Christ may be expressed in us.

With Adam and Eve the opposite to the obedience and
lowliness of Christ was seen. They were tempted by the
desire to obtain something higher than that which God
had given them. “Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil,” was the suggestion of the serpent. And ever since
there has been in their descendants by nature the same
desire. No one is willing to go down. The endeavor
is to attain a position of eminence in the world. 1t is
forgotten or unknown that Satan is the Prince and the
God of this world and that Christ has been cast out of it.

Self-esteem, self-satisfaction, self-seeking mark the
fallen creature. The desire to have one’s own way at all
costs produces jealousy and envy and hatred and malice.
These are the very contrast to all that was seen in our
Lord. The flesh and all its works have been judged by
God and are to be judged by us. And the Holy Spirit
dwelling in us will enable us to produce something of the
lovely fruits which are well pleasing to God, something
of the life of Jesus manifest in our mortal flesh.

Go On to Christ seems to be the key note of the third
chapter. The apostle Paul is seen pressing forward.
Christ has won his heart and nothing will satisfy him
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until he reaches Christ in glory. The Lord Jesus had
laid hold of him in His rich grace and had saved him
from his course of sin and antagonism. But not only so,
He had taken hold of the apostle in order that he might
be in glory with Him and like Him—a suited com-
panion for Him.

“We rejoice in Christ Jesus,” said the apostle. He had
turned from all that he was as a man in the flesh and
found his joy in Christ. Henceforth he had no confidence
in the flesh. Religious he had been, but his very religious-
ness had led him to try to stamp out the name of Jesus
from the world. In grace the Saviour had met him and
had made him a chosen vessel unto Himself to bear His
name far and wide for the blessing of sinners. Now
Christ was all to him. He wanted nothing which was
not linked with Him. If any one had a right to boast
in the flesh he had, but everything that he had been was
counted rubbish, so that Christ alone might be his gain.
Christ was his righteousness, Christ was his object for his
life here, Christ was his goal in glory, and Christ was his
expectation from heaven.

He desired to have nothing which was not labelled
CHRIST. And he would not be detained here, he was
pressing forward that he might reach Christ Himself in
heaven. He knew that it was for that he had been taken
up by Christ and his earnest ambition was to be with
Christ, and while he waited for this glorious consumma-
tion he was seeking the glory of Christ and the welfare of
all His own in the world.

“Not counting milestones,” as it has been said, he was
ever pressing on. He kept the goal in view, “the prize
of the calling of God on high in Christ Jesus.” To be
with Christ was far better than aught else. The only
one thing to live for was the interest of Christ in His
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loved oncs on earth, and if it were for their help he would
stay with them, and knew that this would be the result
of his appearing before Casar.

The longing of the apostle for the Philippians was that
they should be of the same mind as himself. The danger
with them, and it is the same with us, was that earthly
things should fill their thoughts. And he warns them of
th's because there were some who had crept in among
the Dbelievers who were controlled by fleshly motives, and
minded the things of time and sense.

GO THROUGH with Christ. It is this thought which
is found expressed in verse 13 of chapter 4. “I can do
all things through Christ that strengtheneth me.” We
have not to run in our own power. Indeed, we have none.
Any strength we may think we have is only weakness,
for it will hinder our dependence upon the Lord. As we
know our powerlessness we learn to lean on Christ alone,
and draw from Him the strength we need moment by
moment.

Affection for Christ will not keep us. Peter loved the
Lord dearly. But being prayerless and trusting in his
own strength, he failed dismally and denied the Lord he
loved. The Lord had warned him of his danger, but
being self-confident he did not believe that it was possi-
ble that he would break down. Wonderful was the grace
of the Lord which restored him and enabled him to
strengthen his brethren after his recovery. DBut the
record is given that we may learn not to trust in our-
selves, in our affection for Christ or any supposed quality
of our own. If we do we shall break down as Peter did.
It is striking that in Scripture histories we may see
that if a man was remarkable for any quality he was
likely to fail in that very particular. So Abraham, the
man of faith, went down to Egypt in time of famine.
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Moses, the meekest man, became angry with the people
at the waters of Meribah. Job, the most patient man,
cursed his day. Samson, the strongest man, gave away
the secret of his strength and became a prisoner among
the Philistines. Solomon, the wisest man, became foolish
indeed in the matter of his many wives. And other in-
stances might be adduced showing clearly that that which
we may judge to be our strong point may prove our
danger. We cannot trust ourselves at all.

But Christ is all-sufficient in all circumstances. So
Paul had found Him. He had been hungry, he had been
in plenty. He had been full and he had suffcred necd.
But in every state he had learned to be content. Not
that he was satisfied with himnself. No, but he had a
well-spring of satisfaction within and he was not de-
pendent on outside circumstances. He had graduated
in the school of adversity and had proved the power of
Christ at all times and wherever he was. Let us then
Go Out for Christ, Go Down like Christ, Go O to Christ,
Go Through with Christ. So shall we glorify His Name.

—INGLIS FLEMING.

“TRANSFORMED INTO HIS IMAGE”

In Psalm 17 we hear the voice of our Lord, yet identi-
fied with His people (Num. Bible, Notes.) And so in
closing, most graciously He can say, “As for Me, I will
behold Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied,
when I awake with Thy likeness.” One is reminded here
of that prophecy in Isaiah 53: 11: “He shall see of (the
fruit of) the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied.”
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In 1 Jobn 3: 2 we are told: “Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.” Most
glorious revelation! Most gracious, that He the infinite
One should so identify Himself with poor frail creatures!
No wonder the apostle concludes that, “Every one that
has this hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is
pure!”

Col. 3: 1-4 tells how we may be so purified: “Set your
affection (both mind and heart) on things above, not on
things on the earth.” A divided heart is not a pure
heart—unmixed with things of earth and sense. How
many things filter into one’s life, unwittingly often, and
defile that coveted purity! Pride, for instance; pride of
knowledge, pride of position, pride of family; yes, of
spiritual attainment even, and of virtuous living! All
these, laid hold of by the flesh, if not watched, like
gathering clouds will obscure “the glory of the Lord.”

Too often we merit the exhortation in Eph. 5: 14:
“Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among
the dead, and Christ shall shine upon thee.” Indeed, we
may awake with His likeness and be satisfied; may anti-
cipate in this life that “blessed hope,” and its sancti-
fying influence upon our walk and testimony. We may
reflect His image here while waiting “for the manifesta-
tion of the sons of God.”

The truth of such a present experience is substantiated
in 2 Cor. 3:18: “But we all, looking on the glory of
the Lord with unveiled face, are transformed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the
Spirit.” Peter tells us that it is by faith—"Whom hav-
ing not scen, ye love; on whom, though not now looking
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but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled
with glory” (literally, glorified).

We of this dispensation who now look by faith upon
the face of the glorified Christ, unconsciously reflect
His radiant beauty amid the surrounding darkness. And
so may His grace abound towards all His saints that no
veil of any sort will exclude the light of His countenance.
May we all, “looking away unto Jesus,” be so trans-
formed into His image that, as Paul himself was, we too
may be living epistles of Christ!

“Satisfied with Thee, Lord Jesus,
I am blest;
Peace which passeth understanding,
On Thy breast;
No more doubting, no more trembling,
Oh, what rest!

“Taken up with Thee, Lord Jesus,
I would be;
Finding joy and satisfaction
All in Thee;
Thou the nearest and the dearest
Unto me.”
—HERBERT COWELL.

r — |
i[ Young Believers’ Department

Calendar: Dec. 16th to Jan. 15th

DAILY BIBLE READING ........ Dec. 16th, Micah 2;
- Dec. 31st, Haggai 1; Jan. 16th, Zech. 14.

SUPPLEMENTARY READING...Dec. 16th, Matt. 16th;
Dec. 31st, Mark 3; Jan. 16th, Luke 2.
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Work in the Foreign Field

BAHAMAS

Our brother Stratton writes and expresses deep thank-
fulness on behalf of the saints in the Bahamas for the
loving sympathy and fellowship shown to them in their
recent suffering. In another letter he says:

I am having my hands full, and more so than before,
on account of sickness following the hurricane, but was
recently rewarded in one case at Hopetown with a con-
fession of Christ, which is a great uplift.

INDIAN WORK

Our sister Miss Holcomb tells of the slight improvement
in material conditions amongst the Indians in New Mexico,
but the spiritual outlook apparently is as dark as ever.

Her letter follows:
Shiprock, New Mex.

Your letter of October 21st came to us on our last
mail, and we thank the saints for the ministry which it
contained. We also thank our God for His tender care for
us. We as missionaries cannot hope to be exempt from
the pinch of poverty felt by so large a portion of earth’s
inhabitants these days, but we do thank our dear Lord
that He not only cares for us, but gives wisdom as we
ask it of Him in the spending of that which is received,
so that it seems to go much farther than we would have
supposed possible.

We find the work of giving a gospel message to those
who call at the Mission by no means devoid of interest
to us, but it is more difficult to make it seem so to those
who do not know our people as we do. Although today
was clinic day, when the Government nurse comes here
to meet Navahos of this neighborhood who wish medical
attention, there were not many here to see her and not
many to hear a Gospel message either. A young man
and his wife were here all night, and in for both evening
and morning prayers. This morning we read John 1: 29,
34, specially emphasizing the fact that our Lord Jesus
alone is, as it is expressed in the Navaho translation,
“The Thrower-away of sin among earth’s people.” The
Navaho wording gave an opportunity to suggest that we
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only throw away that which we consider worthless or
dangerous: that the reason Navahos are so loath to re-
ceive the Lord Jesus into their hearts is that they make
the mistake of supposing that their sins give them plea-
sure, while as a matter of fact their sins, and particularly
the sin of refusing God’s love, are hastening them on to
an eternity of sorrow.

Our Navaho people of this immediate neighborhood
have much better prospects for this winter than they had
for last. Most families had a good crop of corn; some
had more than they can use, and quite a lot to sell.
People who have been less fortunate have usually been
able to get some corn by helping others through harvest.
Sheep are fat and pastures quite good. Even though
their fat lambs only brought 3%4c. a pound, they were so
large that they averaged nearly $2.00 per head, and the
neighborhood has done better than was to be expected
in paying off indebtednesses to the trader. We are glad to
see our people not quite so poor as they were last winter,
but our hearts crave to see some of them feeling keenly
their poverty before God, and turning to Him for that
which alone can satisfy the soul.

HARBOR WORK (New York)

Brother West reports a little improvement in the num-
ber of vessels coming to this port, though shipping is still
poor. Opportunities, however, remain for numerous per-
sonal talks with men and goodly distribution of leaflets
in foreign languages. This has been especially so among
the Japanese, Belgians and men from Singapore
(Malays), and these latter show considerable interest in
the gospel, most of them being of the Mohammedan
faith, though some are nominal Christians. General world
conditions, poor wages, and other things, make it hard
for some of them to believe that a God of love still
reigns, and the worker takes a special joy in telling these
men that, in spite of all that goes on down here, God
still loves and is willing to save.

CHINA

A brother recently returned from North China has been
telling us something of the terrible state of that country
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and the dangers and difficulties under which missionaries
have to labor. There is no real central government, and
in many cases it is a matter of “Might is right.” Large
companies of bandits and robbers infest the country, mak-
ing it dangerous and unsafe for travelling, not only for
missionaries and other foreigners but also for the Chinese
themselves, one’s life and property being always more or
less in danger.

In view of the above we are indeed thankful to know
that our brethren Kautto and IFoggin have been so far
preserved. Our brother Kautto writes:

Your letter of October 2nd reached us last night, to-
gether with the word of the distress of our brethren in
the Bahamas and it gives us much pleasure to be able to
share in giving to supply the need. The Lord comfort
their hearts. @ We trust the extremity will prove the
Lord’s abundant grace in more than meeting their need,
not only of that which is seen, but of filling with peace
the anxious soul and in the realization of His own words
to us all, “Lo, I em with you alway,” for ‘“underneath
are the everlasting arms,” and “Come unto Me...ye
that are heavy laden, and 7 will give you rest.” May
there be a joyous answer to the question, “Are the con-
solations of God small with thee?” (Job 15:11), and
may each one rest in Him whom he has believed, saying
with the Apostle Paul, “I am persuaded that nothing shall
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8: 39), to whom be the
glory for ever.

We brought the tent in during the month of October,
as the rain and wind had made a couple of long rents
in the top during times when I was not able to be with
the tent, and the nights were quite cool for outdoor meet-
ings anyway. We will have time to mend it when the
Chinese New Year season arrives and we cannot hold
meetings, or we may make new ends altogether, for these
are mildewed through pretty badly. Now we are getting
ready to go north to the out-stations of Shuangshantze
and Mutouteng for Bible study meetings with the pro-
fessing Christians for about a couple of months.

The war is still, in the mercy of God, not in any way
hindering our work, for which we are thank(ul indeed,
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and trust that by the help of the prayers of His saints
we shall continue to have peace and quietness in our
borders, and that there may be some souls drawn to ac-
cept Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

We would thank you especially for intercession on our
behalf, and for all the prayers of the Lord’s people, for
we realize it is not in our own strength we have been
enabled to continue, and we daily praise Him for all His
goodness in graciously providing this help. May His
richest blessings rest upon all. With our warmest Chris-
tian love to all the dear saints.

JAPAN

Our brother E. B. Craig sends the following recent
tidings from Japan:

4520 Montgomery St., Oakland, Calif.

Letters received just now from brother Tsukiyama of
Tokyo, and from his wife, and one from brother Fujimoto,
tell of the assembly meetings, and the various gospel
activities continuing, also bring the good news of five
more new converts. Two of these are the parents of a
scholar of Mrs. Tsukiyama’s Sunday School. This girl
of eleven years was ill for some time, and died. Her
bright faith in the Saviour was used of the Lord for the
confirming of faith in her mother, and for the conversion
of her father. A door has opened for monthly gospel
visits in one more hospital. And brother Fujimoto says
that young brethren Inoue, Sugiyama and some dozen
others, are manifesting a hunger and longing after the
Word of God.

Please pray for these and for the new converts.

ATRICA

Our brother Robert Deans writes as follows:

Yesterday after our gospel service and breaking of
bread we had lunch, and then Mrs. Deans, Ella, Bob and
I, with two natives, started out into the deep forest, we
having heard that Pigmies were within an hour’s walking
distance. Pigmies, as you know, are nomadic, and unless
we go with the gospel to them at once we might never
have another opportunity. There were heaps of “thorns
and briers overspread,” and it was really difficult to reach
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them. We found them however in a little clearing they
had made about twenty feet in diameter, and there sang
our hymns and preached unto them “Jesus.” Let us
praise God together for His promise, “My word shall not
return unto Me void.” They were delighted that we
came, and we were delighted to be there and to tell such a
story. We are glad indeed to say that our dear sister
Miss DeJonge is improving rapidly, and it seems the re-
cent operation removed the cause that had been troubling
her. How good is the God we adore! Praise His dear
Namel

We have had a letter from Bill which says he is pro-
gressing rapidly also. What a God our God is] May
we trust Him more fully.

Quite a few deaths here amongst the natives have
caused them to become alarmed. We had a heart-to-
heart talk with the Sultan yesterday about the folly of
living without Christ. Kindly pray for this man whose
name is Apalikbo.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with
you all, is our earnest prayer.

All the saints at Mombassa are well and rejoicing in
the Lord.

Interruption in Congo Mail Service

In case any have not been receiving acknowledgement
of letters sent to our brethren and sisters in Africa, we
quote below extracts of a letter from Dr. Woodhams which
will explain the delay:

Outgoing mail has been very irregular the last month
and a half owing to the heavy rains. Two bridges were
completely washed away, and for two weeks the road was
not passable, and after these were repaired the big Ituri
River rose to such a height that it was impossible to get
a car on to the ferry. The ferry consists of six native
canoes fastened together with planks. My car was in
this river at the edge for all of one night before I could
get it out, and the water came over the engine and to the
edge of the front cushion; but since being cleaned up, it
seems to have suffered no damage.
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