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" 
J 

F God does not give me peace, I shall go
mad," and so saying, the speaker rose, and 

excitedly paced the room, while the clock inti1nated 
the hour;--just t\vo A.M.-one Saturday if! I 871. 
He was a tall, po,verfully built man, in the prime of 
life, with a piercing dark eye, and a countenance 
that bespoke more than the ordinary amount of 
intelligence and force of character. All his natural 
boldness had, however, disappeared for the nonce. 
and he trembled visibly under the touch of the 
hand of God, now really laid upon him. 

Our introduction ,.vas remarkable. On the pre­
vious Thursday a number of the Lord's people had 
gathered in Edinburgh to study I:Iis Word, and 
seek to edify each other. Called into Fifeshire 
early in the day, I only got back in time for the 
evening ·meeting, and was then led to speak a little 
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on the history of Jonathan. We saw that in r Sam. 
xvi. David is brought into view. Type, as he is; of
the blessed Lord Jesus, little wonder that his person
is described as "v1ithal of a beautiful countenance,
and goodly to look to" (v. I 2). In chap. xvii. we
sa,v his antagonist, Goliath of Gath, the ''champion''
of Israel's foes, a striking type of mart's enemy,
Satan. His voice is soon heard, "Choose you a
man for you, and let him come down to me. . . .
I defy the armies of Israel this day : give me a
man that we may fight together" (vv. 8, ro).

The effect of this challenge was obvious. "vVhen 
Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Phil­
istine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid" 
(v. Ir), and for "forty days" (v. 16)-the time of 
perfect probation-this testing vvent on, and yet no 
man dared face the foe. I-low could he? Certain 
defeat could only have been the result. No, my 
reader, neither you nor I are a match for Satan. 
It is good vvhen we learn it. 

T}:ien \vas foreshadowed the lovely statement, 
"The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world" ( I John iv. 14), and David comes on the 
scene, bidden of his father, to "look how thy 
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brethren fare" (v. I 8). They ·were faring badly 
enough, but, ljke sinners since, were too proud to 
own ·their nothingness. "Why· earnest thou down 
hither?" says his eldest brother (v. 28), reminding 
one .of the words " He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not" (John i. 11 ), and then goes 
on to say., " I know thy pride, and the naughtiness 
of thine heart ; for thou art come down that thou 
mightest see the battle" ( v. 28). The battle for­
sooth! There was none. No man dared meet the 
giant. Not even boastful Eliab. This David kne\iv, 
and simply rejoins, "What have I no'1v done? Is 
there not a cause ? " This is perfect grace. Nothing 
chilled the Jove of Jesus, and nothing arrested the 
purpose of David. "Thy servant will go, and fight 
with this Philistine" (v. 32), is followed by action, 
for " David prevailed over the Philistine ·\vith a 
sling, and ,vith a stone, and smote the Philistine, 
and slew him ; but there \vas no S\vord in the hand 
of David ; therefore David ran, and stood upon the 
Philistine, and took his sword, and dre"v it out of 
the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his 
head therewith!-" (vv. 50, 51). 

What a picture is this of the victory of Jesus! 
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Coming into this poor sin-stained world, I-Ie found 
man the servant of sin, the vassal of Satan, and 
consequently under the po\ver of death, ,vith its 
after-consequence-judgment. Satan had, and 
could \vield, the po,;ver of death over man's con­
science. But ,vhat do ,ve read of Jesus? " Foras­
much then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himseif likewise took part of the 
same ; that through death, he might destro)· him 
that had the power of death, that is the devil, and 
delt"ver them \vho through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage " (Heb. ii. 14, I 5 ). 
Wondrous fact for men to hear! We die because 
,ve are men-sinful men. He became a man-a 
sinless man-that I-Ie might die, and deliver us. 
Ble5sed Saviour ! \¥hat a deliverer and \vhat a 
deliverance ! Death is our portion. Christ, on 
whom it had no claim, took it. See this; and you 
get free. Goliath's head \Vas cut off with his o,;vn 
sword. The chain of torture Satan c�n hold a 
sinner by-death, as the \vages of sin-is snapped 
the moment you see Christ "made sin "-that "he 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures," yea 
more, that I-Ic "died for sinners." His death breaks 
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Satan's po,ver, puts a\vay my sins, glorifies God 
about sin, and sets me free. 

The giant's head off, his army "fled," and al] 
Israel had to do \Vas to "spoil their tents" (v. 53). 
So ,vith us, ,ve have only to enjoy the spoil of 
Jesus' victory. He has done al.I. \"lve enjoy all. 
Proof of David's victory is seen as "Abner took 
him, and brought him before Saul, with the Philis­
tine's head in his hand" (v. 57); and the evidence 
of Christ's victory stands in the fact that He is no,v 
alive before God, having " led captivity captive,'' 
and the Holy Ghost says, "Ye are complete in him, 
,vhich is the head of all principality and po\ver" 
(Col. ii. 10). Yes, far, far above the angels \vho 
never sinned, there sits no\v a Man \vho ,vas once 
in death for sinners. In that Man every believer is 
complete. 

Thus came out the gospel, and then its proper 
effect on the one \vho hears, or sees; and believes it. 
'' And it c�me to pass when he had made an end of 
speaking unto Saul, that the- soul of Jonathan ,vas 
knit with the soul of David ; and Jonathan loved 
him as his O\vn soul, ... and Jonathan stripped 
himself of the robe· that was upon him, and gave it 
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to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and 
to his bow .and to his girdle" ( chap. xviii. 1, 4). 
This ,.vas, indeed, a fine result-typically, a grand 
conversion. David had done all ; Jonathan gets all 
the fruit; and, as a right outcome, his heart is all 
for David. 

When David came into the camp, Jonathan was 
"trembling"; as David advances toward the foe, 
he would be Jonathan '"hopeful" ; as he sees the 
giant fall, his head roll_ off, and his army flee, he is 
Jon a than "delivered " ; the sharer of all the spoil, 
he is Jonathan "enriched"; and how, lovely climax, 
he is Jonathan '' devoted.'' Yes, all is surrendered 
to the deliverer. What a lovely picture of a young 
convert yielding all to Jesus ! 

Reader, do you know aught of this? If not, 
may you know it. Follow Christ fuBy. What will 
be the result? "Javelins.'' If Christ be made 
much of, Satan must need oppose. Hence ,ve read 
(chap. xviii. 10, 11,.xix.·9, to), that thrice did Saul 
cast a javelin at David. But Jonathan "delighted 
much in David" (xix. 2), and began to '' speak 
good " of him, saying to Saul, "His works to thee­
ward ha\·e been very good, for he did put his. life z.'n 
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his ltnud, and slev, the Philistine" (xix. 4, 5). Yes, 
David risked his life, but Jesus laid dou11i His for 
us. \,Veil may we" speak good'' of Him. But if 
,ve do, ,vhat then? Look out for javelins. Satan 
cannot touch Christ, but he ,vill touch you if he can ; 
and so we read that David being off the scene 
altogether, Jonathan afresh ,vitnesses to his \Vorth, 
and therefore "Saul cast a javelin at him, to smite 
hi1n 11 (xx. 33). Jon a than is no,v the target for his 
darts. Blessed ,vould it have been for him if he had 
from that moment fully associated hiinself ,vith 
David in utter rejection. Alas! hindered, like too 
many, by home influences, he fails in fully follo,v­
ing the rejected king, and therefore misses honour­
able mention in David's kingdom (see 2 Sam. 
xxiii.), ,vhere his name is conspicuous by its absence. 
This last lesson from his history is pregnant ,vith 
importance to every lover of the Lord Jesus. 

The foregoing, in brief, ,vas ,vhat fell from my 
lips, and among my listeners ,vas a stranger, ,vhose 
appearance, and unconcealed interest in the minis­
try of the Word, attracted my attention. As the 
meeting broke up, an old friend, and fello\v­
Christian, a lady from a distant part of Scotland, 
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greeted me, and at the same time introduced the 
stranger as her friend, Mr C-- Circumstances 
prevented any conversation, and he passed out. 
During that night, and all next day, a great desire 
possessed me to again meet, and have converse 
,vith this stranger, but, as I knev, nothing of his 
,vhereabouts, nor of my lady friend's, I had no 
means of reaching him. The Lord, however, had 
I-Iis eye upon him, and to my joy, in the afternoon 
I casually met the lady. Making inquiry as to her 
foreign-looking friend, she said he ,vas unconverted, 
a thorough man of the ,vorld in every sense of the 
,vord, but had a believing, prayerful ,vife, and she 
thought that no,v, for the first time in his life, he 
,vas beginning to take real interest in divine things. 

" I have an immense desire to see that 1nan again, 
and have a talk \vith him," said I. 

1
' And that is just \vhy I got him to go early to 

the meeting Jast evening/' she replied, '' only you 
,vere not there. Now, I fear it is impossible for 
you to meet." 

"Why?" 
11 Bccau�e he leaves for the vVest Indies at ten 

to-morrov; morning, and I kno,v he is engaged to 
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dine out, and thus ,vill be occupied all this 
evening." 

Learning �,here he \Vas lodging in A-- Street, 
I said, " I shall be preaching at Leith to-night, and 
,vill call on him at ten o'clock as I come up." To 
this offer she gladly acceded, and, at the appointed 
hour, I called, to learn that the object of my visit 
had been in, and gone out again. I told the servant 
I ,vould call again at eleven. I did so. He had 
not come in. " I ,vill return at t\velve," I said to 
the doorkeeper, as I gave her my name to give Mr 
C·-- ,vhen he did come in. As the clock struck 
I was on the doorstep. He had got home five 
minutes before me, and received me most cour­
teously, as I at once offered an apology for so un­
timely a visit. "Make no apology, sir, I am truly 
glad to see you ; and had I but kno\vn you ,vere 
coming \vould most surely have ,vaited in for you." 

Without further delay I told him simply ,vhy I 
had called, viz., an irrepressible desire for his soul's 
salvation. The spring was immediately touched, 
as he replied, he had longed for a conversation the 
night before. " I am a miserable sinner, a perfect 
,vretch, I have had no peace for a ,veek. I ,vent 
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to that same Hall last Sunday night expecting to 
hear you. I heard instead a little man ,vith a ter­
rible double squint, who worried me awfully ,vith 
his ' t\vo ,v hosoevers.' 

,
, 

Inquiring ,vhat that might mean, I learned that 
the preacher had dv,rel t on "whosoever \Vas not 
found \Vritten in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire

,
, (Rev. xx. I 5) ; and "Let him that is 

athirst come; and whosoever· will, let him take the 
,vater of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17). 

"These 'two \vhosoevers' have thoroughly upset 
me," he ,vent on. " I don't think my r.ar:·.e is in 
the book of life, and I'm sure if ever man deserved 
the lake of fire for his sins I do. I have scarcely 
slept since Sunday, and then you made matters 
\Vorse last night, for you did nothing but fling 
'javelins ' at me all the evening. I could scarcely 
sit the meeting out" At this confession, I need 
not say I ,vas deeply rejoiced,. for I sa,v a spirit­
,vounded man-an anxious soul. I ,vonder, my 
reader, if you have ever known anything of this 
sort in your soul's history. It is high time you did, 
he certain. 

AnxjoJJ.S .a.bout his soul's salvation, as he evidently 
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no,v ,vas, I did not feel led to comfort him all at 
once, so asked him if he had ever seen his full­
length portrait as a sinner, as taken by God 
Himself. 

" No ! ,vhere is it ? " he replied. 
We di:-e,v in our chairs to the table, and, each 

getting hold of a copy of the Word of God, turned 
together, and read, "There is NONE righteous, NO,

not one: there is NONE that understandeth, there is 
NONE that seeketlt after God. They are ALL gone 
out of tl,e way, they are TOGETHER beco11ie unpro-
fitable/ there is NONE that doeth good, NO, not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulcltre•/ with their tongues 
they have used deceit/ the poisott of asps is under 
their lips: ,vhose 1nouth' is full of cursing and bitter­
ness: their feet are sivift to shed blood: destructio1t 
and 1nisery are in their ways: and t/1e way of peace 
have they 'itot known: there is no fear of God before 
their eyes. N ovv ,ve k!1o,v that what things soever 
the la,v' saith, it saith to them ,vho are under the 
la,v : that every 111outh may be stopped, and all the 
u101,.ld may become GUILTY before God" (Rom. 
iii. 10-19').

The effect of God's vVord on that ,nan's soul I
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shall never forget. S01ne scenes on one's life leave 
an indelible impression. This was one. 1-Ie 
blanched and trembled visibly as he said, "True, 
true to life. Every line of it. Yes, that's me. 
That is my likeness. I could sign my name to it. 
I am indeed 'guilty before God.'" Thereafter, he 
opened up a little of his history as a sinner,-his 
careless, godless, Christless life,-a life surrounded 
by God's mercies and goodnesses, 'vvhich he had 
taken thanklessly, scorning the love that had so 
blessed him. 
. H,is a,vful sin novv loomed hideously before his 
avvakened soul, and a.fter a good deal of conversa­
tion, in which I vainly endeavoured to show him 
the grace of God, in giving His Son even to death 
fbr sinners, such as he and I were, his anxiety 
reached its climax, ai:id he pushed back his chair 
exclaiming, "If God does not give me peace I shall 
go mad!" ·ai:id then paced the room with a face 
betokening agony and despair. 

I thought the Holy Ghost's divine and omnipo­
tent javelins of conviction had done their \Vork ,vell, 
sa,v that no ,vords of mine could avail to quell the 
storm that raged in his bosom, and kne,v th�t alone 
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in face-to-face confession to God could he get 
deliverance ; so after a fe\v mo1nents of silence said, 
" Get do,vn on your knees, man, before God, and 
hav·e it out ,vith Him. 'If ,ve confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all iniquity' ( I John i. 7). David 
sho,vs us the \Vay when he says, 'When I kept 
silence, my bones \vaxed old through my roaring 
all the day long : for day and night thy hand ,vas 
heavy upon q1e ; my moisture is turned into the 
drought of summer. I acknowledge my sin unto thee, 
and 1nine z'niqui(Y have I NOT I-IID. I said, I wilt 
confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and THOU

FORGAVEST the iniquity of my sin' (Ps. xxxii. 3-5). 
Do just ,vhat he did, and you ,vill get ,vhat he got­
forgiveness, and the kno,vledge of it." 

He fell in a moment on his knees before the 
Lord, and burst out ,veeping, as though his heart 
would break. When the violence of his hitherto 
pent-up, but no,v-in quiet confession to God­
relieved feelings ,vas a little spent, I prayed \Vith 
him, simply confessing ,vhat utter sinners ,ve had 
both been, but telling the Lord that the grace that 
had saved me could surely save him. 

B 
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On his knees, in His o,vn blessed tender grace 
the Lord spoke to him, and gave hi1n perfect peace, 
for he rose� c1nd gripping my hand as in a vice, said, 
" I can trust Hi1n now. I see it all. Oh, ,vhat 
grace ! \vhat 1nercy ! and to such a sinner as I have 
been ! '' 

The storm ,vas over, the clouds ,vere gone, and 
genuine God-given peace and joy shone in his 
1nanly face, and he seemed to be filled ,vith the 
I-Ioly Ghost as ,ve stood, and I quoted some scrip­
tures to him. He had kno\vn someho\v the letter 
of Scripture. N o,v he kne,v its spirit and po,ver, 
and forcibly illustrated the apostle1s ,vish, "No,v 
the God of hope fill you ,vith all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound _in hope, through the 
po\ver of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xv. I 3). He got 
on the spot the conscious knowledge of forgiveness, 
and realised that he ,vas justified by (aith in Jesus ; 
rejoiced in the present possession of eternal life, as 
the gift of God, and, being born of God, took joy­
fully the place of a child ,vho had received the. 
Father's kiss of ,velco1ne (Luke xv.). Rarely, if 
ever, have I seen such a complete transformation, 
under the po,ver of the truth. 
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It ,vas near day-da,vn ere we parted, and at ten 
A.l\I. I sa,v him off, rejoicing in Christ, as the train
sped south, and he ,vent to his far-off home. Since
then I have heard of his ,velfare and steadfastness
in Christ, and that his lips ofteh proclaim the
Saviour's love and grace to others.

This simple narrative of God's grace, dear unsaved 
reader, I have told just as it happened, ,vith the 
hope and prayer that you may be led to the same 
blessed Saviour. As this paper falls into your 
hands, surely you may ,vell ask yourself, Have I 
been afl my days slighting the God ,vhose good­
ness each year attests and each day proves? If you 
too have to plead "Guilty before God," let this 
be the last moment of unbelief. Let there be a 
thorough and full surrender of yourself to the Lord 
Jesus-imitate Jonathan thus-and may you be a 
devoted follo,ver of His all your days, and at the 
end hear His ble$sed voice saying to you, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant ; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." 
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'' And whatsoever 1nan there be of the house of Israel, or 
of the strangers that sojou1n among you, that eatetb any 
manner of blood ; I will even set my face against that soul 
that eateth blood, and will cut him off fron1 a1nong his people. 
For the life of the flesh is in the blood ; and I have given it 
to you upon the altar to n1ake an atone1nent for your souls ; 

for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. 
Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you 
shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth 
among you eat blood. And whatsoever man there be of the 
children of lsraei, or of the strangers that sojourn an1ong 
you, which hunteth and catcheth any .beast or fowl that 1nay 
be eaten ; he shall even po_ur nut the blood thereof; and 
cover it with dust. For it is the life of all flesh ; the blood 
of it is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto the children 
of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no 1nanner of flesh: for 
the life of all flesh is the blood thereof; whosoever· eateth it 
shall be cut off. And every soul that eateth that which died 
of itself, or that which was torn with beasts, whether it be 
one of your own country, or a stranger, he shall both wash 
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his clothes, and bathe hi1nself with water, and be unclean 
until the even; then shall he be clean."-LEV. xvii. 10-15.

J T is very striking to observe the marked con-
trast bet\veen the teaching of the N e,v Testa­

ment and that vvhich we get here ,vith regard to 
the blood. Here it ,vas not to be touched ; it 
belonged to God, and the man ,vho ate it should 
die. The reason is clear ; man's life vvas forfeited, 
man ,vas a sinner under sentence of death, and God 
,vould ever keep that before His mind. "For the 
life of the flesh is in the blood and I have given it 
to you upon the altar to make an atonement for 
your souls ; FOR IT IS THE RLOOD THAT MAK.ETH 
AN ATONEl\IENT FOR TI-IE SOUL." I do not sup­
pose that the Israelites ,vould grasp the meaning 
of this fully ; but ,vith all the light that the N e,v 
Testament has given us, it should have the deepest 
meaning for our hearts. 

What tidings for a man that is a sinner, and 
kno,vs that he is at a distance from God, ,vith the 
judgment of God hanging over him, to hear this 
verse! You see, my reader, \Ve have sinned, and 
God must take notice of that sin, for " the ,vages 
of sin is death." No effort of yours Qr mine could 
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put a,:vay that sin. Distance has come in bet\veen 
the soul and God, and i1othing \Ve could do avails 
to bridge over that distance. 

What can atone for 1ny sins? Can my tears? 
my prayers? my ,vorks? Nay, ·nay, \Vho can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean? If all the 
penitential tears that ever flo\ved, and all the 
prayers that ever ,vent up from the lips of pious 
men, and all the good works that ever ,vere done, 
could be put to your credit, you would be there­
after, my reader, if still ,vithout faith in Jesus, 
just ,vhat you are this minute-an unwashed, an 
uncleansed, an unpardQned sinner. On the other 

hand, if your eye only rested for one moment, in 
faith, on the blood upon the altar, though you ,vere 
being hurled from this earth for your ,vickedness, 
like the dying thief, who was too bad to be let live 
any longer, you ,vould �et to kno,v that the blood 
had made atonement for your soul, and as that 
thief \vent to glory that day \Vith Jesus, because 
of the blood upon the altar, so also ,vould you. 
If you get hold, my reader, of the answer in the 
Ne\V Testatnent to this striking verse in the Old, 
you ,vill get peace in your soul-peace ,vith God. 
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You must get God1s claims met
1
-God1s claims in 

righteousness on 1nan. How can those claims be 
met? The blood on the altar is given by God as 
the ans,ver. Let us see ,vhat the Spirit of God 
has ,vritten about that blood. Read John xix. 
28- 37. Here you have the altar and the blood.
What the brazen altar was in Old Testament
times, with the smoking victim thereon, and the
blood poured out for atonement, the cross of Christ
is in our day. But in the Old Testament the fire
consumes the victim, ,vhile in the Ne,v Testament
the ,vonderful thing is this-it is not the fire of the
altar that consumes the Victim, but the Victim
that consumes the fire. And what is the fire?
Ahvays in Scripture the type of the unsparing
judgment of God. There comes out blood and
,vater from the side of the dead Christ,-the blood
that makes atonement, and the \Vater that purifies
and cleanses. This ,vas no mere man, though I1e
,vas a man, but the Holy One of God, the Lamb
,vithou't spot or blemish.

In the Old T,estament the fire consumed the 
victims, and they ,vere gone, and ,vere seen no 
more : but here the Victim rises from the dead, the 
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judgment has been endured, the claims of God in 
righteousness have been taken up, and all met and 
settled by Christ on the cross, and no,v there is a 
living Saviour for you in glory, my reader. A 
living Christ on earth could only convict me, 
because He is sinless and I am guilty, because He 
is accepted of God and I am rejected, because He 
is holy and I am a sinner. It is a dead Christ that 
is my ground of salvation. 

<;:hrist incarnate, convicts man of being utterly 
unlike• I-Jim. "Except a corn of vvheat fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone.'1 Rut I-le 
died. He gave Himself for us. Death lay on us, 
and judgment hereafter. I-Ie takes the t,vo con­
sequences of sin-death and· judgment. God for­
sakes I-Iim because then He ,vas standing .in the 
sinner1s room and stead-

" He took the guilty culprit's place 
He suffered in his stead, 

For man, 0 tniracle of grace, 
For n1an the Saviour bled." 

And ,vhat is the result? From the side of the dead 
Saviour comes the blood that makes atonement 
to,vards God. 
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There is a threefold testimony to the fulness of 
rede1nption-" the Spirit, and the water, and the 
blood" (see I John 5). The Spirit tells who Jesus 
is, the water tells of purifying, and the blood makes 
atonement. In the-Gospel narrative first comes out 
the blood that makes atonement, that is Godward; 
then the water which. flows over my soul and gives 
the sense of cleansing, that is manward. 

When the history is told it takes up God's side 
first; but when J ohn,s epistle takes it up, it takes 
it up from man's point of vie1vv first, and gives 
"the water and the blood," telling of the cleansing 
of the soul before it speaks of the atonemerit which 
is God's side. In the Gospel of Matthew, "Pilate 
took water and washed his hands before the mufti­
tude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just 
person, see ye to it. Then ans\vered all the people 
and said, I-Iis blood be on us and on our children,U 
i.e., they say," Let the gra\'ity of His murder lie on
us. We cannot bear Him, we do not \Yant Him,
we 1vvill not have I-lim ; " and Pilate says, " I \vash
my hands of it all." Poor pusillanimous Pilate,
he could not get clear of the blood of Christ in
that ,:vay. And let me tell you, my reader, if the
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blood of Christ does not lift you into glory,. it ,vill 
,vcigh you do,vn into the lake of fire, for solemn 
and grave as is your condition as a sinner, it is 
intensified by this, that you. have heard of the 
blood that can cleanse you, and have not availed 
yourself of it, and therefore you put yourself vvith 
those \Vho cry, " His blood be on us.n Oh, ·I beseech 
you, do not put yourself among that company. 

In Rom. iii. 25 we get God's testimony to the 
blood of Christ. "Whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his -blood." vVhat 
does God call for from you no\v? " Faith in his 
blood;" and ,vhat is faith? It is not \vhat I do or 
am, but my receiving God's testimony to the blood 
of Christ. The Spirit of God gives the definition 
of faith in John iii. 33, " He that hath received his 
testimony hath set to his seal that God is true." 
Faith does this. God speaks, and faith puts do,vn 
its seal, and says, "That is true." 

From the side of the dead Saviour came out 
blood and ,vater. Faith says, "That is true.n That 
blood has met the claims of God, has been sprinkled 
on the very throne of God. It is a blood-sprinkled 
pathway right up to that throne, and the 1-Ioly 
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Ghost would encourage you to have faith in 1-Iis 
blood, onl.JI in His blood. 

I ask you, Can you rest your soul for eternity, 
only and entirely on His blood? If you cannot, 
you do not kno,-v I--Iis Person, and you do not kno,v 
His work, and you do not kno\v His \Vorth. 

In Rom. v. 9 you \Vill find the effect of the blood 
of Christ on a guilty man (and· Rom. iii. has sho\vn 
me I am guilty), "Being no,v justified by his blood," 
is there any wrath for me? Im possible ! Because 
the wrath has been taken by Christ, He bas died 
for me. His blood has so completely an-?,vered for 
my guilt before God that God declares me justified. 

There are three ways in which I am· declared 
justified in Romans-" Justified· by his gracet that 
is the spring of it ; "justified by his blood," that is 
the righteous basis of ·it; and "justified by faith," 
that is the way in whith .I get it ; faith is the .hand 
that is stretched out to lay hold of it. It is God 
that justifies, and ,vhom does He justify? The soul 
that believes on Jesus. But I have wronged God 
by my sin. No,v what can God do to a man ,vho 
has wronged Flim, taken his O\Vn way? Eph. i. 7 

gives the ans,ver: "In ,vhom \Ve have redemption 
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through his blood, tlte forgiveness of sins." God 
forgives the man who has offended Him. On what 
ground? The blood ! He forgives me in the grace 
and love of His heart, not at the expense of right­
eousness. Grace reigns through righteousness. God 
forgives me through the blood. 

I am justified then by Christ's blood, forgiven 
through His blood ; and if I say, Yes, but I feel 
defiled by sin, moral defilement is on my soul, ,vhat 
then ? Look at I John i. 7 : " The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us fro1n all sin." I am 
cleansed by the blood. It is the blood of Jesus 
that cleanses me from every sin. Guilty, the blood 
justifies ·me. Having offended God, the blood 
pardons me. Bez'ng defiled, I am cleansed by that 
precious blood. 

Do you say, reader, "But my conscience is often 
troubled"? Look at Heb. ix. 14: " Ho\v much 
more shall the blood of Christ, ,vho, through the 
eternal Spirit, offered himself ,vithout spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead ,-.•orks to serve 
the living God." The effect of the blood of Christ 
is to purge my conscience, and then the next thing 
is, I want to get to the spot ,vhence all this blessing 
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comes. But you say, Have I right to go into 
I-Iis presence? Heb. x. 19 ans,vers that : " Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holi­
est by the blood of Jesus." What right have r· to 
go into the holiest, the presence of God? The 
blood of Jesus gives me the right. I have liberty 
now to go in. The veil is rent. God rent it, and 
the Holy Ghost says we have "boldness to enter 
into the holiest of all by the blood of Jesus." God 
has rent the veil, and the great sin of many of the 
teachers of the present day is that they have taken 
needle and thread, so to speak, and stitched the two 
sides of the veil together, i.e., they tell people they 
cannot go in no\v to God, \Vhereas Scripture assures 
us \Ve may .. 

There was no liberty to go to God till that blood 
had been shed, and just as sin had put me at a 
moral distance from Goel, the second of Ephesians 
tells me ,vhere the blood of Christ put� me, and 
leaves me too. Notice it: " But no,v in Christ Jesus, 
ye ,vho sometimes \Vere far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ." I am as nigh to God as the blood 
of Christ can bring me. As a sinner I was in Adam, 
far off; as a believer, I am in Clirist made nigh. 
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Then Col. i. 20 tells me He has " made peace 
through the blood of his cross." I have peace with 
God through that blood. 

Look then, my reader, at what that precious 
blood does for the soul that is under its shelter, the 
blood that is upon the altar to mak� an atonement 
for your souls. Guilty, the blood justifies me. 
Having offended God, the blood secures my pardon. 
Being defiled, it cleanses me. I-laving a troubled 
conscience, it purges me. Being outside, it gives 
me boldness to go into the holiest. At a moral 
distance from God, it brings me nigh, and then sets 
my heart at peace and rest in His presence, and the 
Spirit of God lets me kno,v it will never vary. I 
am brought in through the rent veil and 1nade 
nig!t through the -blood of Chdst once and for ever. 
\1/ell then may we sing ,vith the beloved apostle 
John," Unto him that loved us, and ,vashed us from 
our sins in his o,vn blood, and hath made us kings 
and priests unto God, and his Father; to him .be. 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 



'' G!lJat 1ul)ic l) 1uas (ost." 

T 
1-IE burning rays of an August sun were

falling in meridian power on the level and 
fully ripe corn-fields of Somersetshire, as, over a 
quarter of a century ago, I wended my way from a 
village, where I had overnight preached the gospel, 
to another where I was announced to hold a meet­
ing that evening. Pushing along at a good pace 
I sa,v before me, and eventually overtook, a little 
donkey-cart containing t,vo ,vomen, evidently of a 
humble station in life. Offering them each a 
gospel tract, the elder, who held the reins, stopped 
her conveyance and thanked me courteously for 
the gift. A moment or t,vo of conversation soon 
revealed that she ,vas a simple and happy believer 
in the Lord Jesus, and knew her sins ·\vere forgiven 
through faith in His name. 

"And do you kno,v this blessed Saviour also?" 
I inquired of the younger, who ,vas her daughter. 
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A sad shake of the head, accompanied by a deepen­
ing of the settled melancholy of her face was the 
only response she made, but her mother put in, 
11 No, she does not yet know the Saviour. She is 
in great sorro,v, and cannot rise above it." 

I had noticed that each \Vas draped in mourning, 
and no,v learned that the younger had several 
months previously lost her only child, a babe of 
tender years. "She has never looked up since," 
now added the mother, "and refuses to be com­
forted." 

Expressing my sympathy with the bereaved 
mother, I said, " But it surely ought to be a com­
fort to you to kno\.V that your dear babe is ,vith 
Christ.11

"O·h ! " she cried, "if I were only sure of that, I 
\.Vould not care \.Vhat became of me." 

"Sure of that," said I, "\.vhy, ho\v can you doubt 
it? JI

"That is the cause of her sorro\v," put in her 
mother again. " She thinks her child is lost for 
ever, and she is indifferent as .to whp.t happens to 
herself." Ho,v deep and real is a mother's love, 
I thought, but turning again to the stricken \voman 
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I simply said, " I-I ave you never read ,vhat the I...ord 
Jesus says about the 'little ones/ in l\1att. xviii. ? " 

"What does He say?" \.Vas the sad reply. 
Taking out a little Testament, I read," At the 

sa1ne ti1ne came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, 
Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And 
Jesus called a little cltild unto him, and set. him in 
the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto you, 
Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Take heed that ye despise not one of these 
little _ones 1• for I say unto you, That in heaven 
their angels do ahvays behold the face of my 
Father ,vhich is in heaven. For the Son of Man is 
COME TO SA VE that which was lost. . . . It is 
not the ,vrll of your Father vt1hich is in heaven 
that one of these little ones �hould perish" (Matt. 
xviii. 1-3, 11, 14).

The sorro,v-stricken one ,vas arrested by the
blessed Lord's statements as to 1-Iis interest in the 
"little ones," and she listened ,vith the deepest 
attention as I read on. At verse Ir, I pointed out 
that the expression " that which was lost" applied 
simply and directly to the "little ones." They are 

C 
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not, because young in years, therefore "innocent," 
as 1nen foolishly say, but being children of Adam, 
are " lost" as such, and therefore the Son of Man 
has come "to save" them. His ,vork on the cross 
avails for the1n, and as they do not refuse it; He 
applies its efficacy for them-and His heart is 
gratified in saving: them. 

"Observe,'' I added, "that in Luke xix. 10,

,vhere the Lord is dealing ,vith and addressing 
Himself to 'a man' ,vho ,vas old· enough to have 
become a 'chief' and 'rich,' He says, 'The Son of 
Man is come to SEEK and to SAVE that ,vhich is 
lost: He has to seek us big gro·wn-up folk, for 
like silly foolish sheep, vv1e have all run away from 
Him when we had strength and age to do so. Not 
so the 'little ones,' yet nevertheless are they 'lost,'

too. Them 1-Ie saves outright. Us He has first to 
seek. The 'little ones '-your dear babe, for in­
stance-never ran away from Him, so He had not 
to seek it, but being the child of a sinful parent, 
it ,:vas 'lost,' and 1-Ie died to save it, and I believe 
I-le has it safely no,v in I-I.is blessed arms. Don't 
you believe it too, now? '' 

The surcharged heart found relief in a copious 
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shower of tears, as the truth of the eternal :;afety 
of her child burst upon her, and then "Thank 
God, thank God for that," fell from her lips. 
"Yes, I believe that,'' she added, "and oh, \vhat a 
comfort to kno\v my babe is safe with Jesus. I 
don't care what happen� to me now that I kno\v he 
is safe." 

"But ,vould not you like to be saved, too? Will 
you not let the blessed Saviour that has already 
saved your dear child, save you?" 

" If I-le will have me," she softly answered. 
" Oh, He will have you, \vithout doubt. Just 

trust I-Iim simply. You see He has been seeking 
you for a long time, and perhaps I-le saw the only 
way to get at your heart-so full of earth and its 
ties-was to take a\vay your darling child, thus 
giving· you a link with heaven, and now He is 
calling upon you to surrender yourself fulJy to 
Him. Will you not do it?.'' 

" He has saved my child, I \vill let Him save me 
too. Yes, I will trust Him, for He came to save 
'that \Vhich was lost,' and I know I am lost, and 
He died to save me too. I see it all now clearly, 
Thank God,. thank God." 
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I needed to say no more. The cloud had departed 
from her face, the load from her heart, the weight 
of sin from her conscience, and in the conscious 
sense of the favour of the Lord she r�joiced in His 
goodness to herself and to her childr 

It is said that the Eastern shepherd, if he \vill 
take his flock over a brook, easily effects it. He 
does not drive his sheep, he leads them, and when 
he ,vould have them cross the vvater-,vhich they 
like not-he sitnply takes a lamb under each arm, 
goes over and deposits the1n on the other side. The 
anxious da1n follo,vs its offspring without hesita­
tion, and the flock, follov.ring suit, is soon over. 

Thus is it too ,vith us oftentimes. God takes 
from our side here some tenderly loved one to 
scenes of rest and glory on high. The hearts of 
others left behind the1n get awakened, and the 
matter ends in solid conversion to God. 

Reader, ho,v is it ,vith you ? Are you still among 
"them that are lost"? \i\Thy is this ? Perhaps you 
say you cannot tell. Let 1ne then point out the 
reason to you in the vvords of the I-Ioly Ghost. 
" But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to tlie1n tllat are

lost; in whom the god of this ,vorld �Satan) hath 
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blinded the 1ninds of them \vhich believe not, lest 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, vvho 
is the image of God, should shine unto them"
(2 Cor. iv. 3, 4). Yes, the devil brings in the things 
of time and sense to block out of your vision what 
is eternal and divine. If you are \vise you ,vill 
decline to be any longer duped. Birds are ,viser 
than men. Of them Scripture says, " Surely in vain 
the net is spread in the sight of any bird ,, (Prov. i.
I 7). But Satan sets his net for careless sinners, and 
in they ,valk to their eternal ruin. Friend, be ,vise 
in time! 



'' i9a110 011, mcaric, 19 e' ll 

.S IJ n Ii' u e a tI. " 

110 

"And a certain wo1nan, which had an issue of blood twelve 
years, and had suffered 1nany things of many physicians, 
and had spent all that she hau, and was nothing bettered, 
but rather grew worse, when she bad heard of Jesus, can1e 
in the press behind, and touched his gannent : for she said, 
If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. And 
straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up ; and she 
felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. And 
Jesus, imn1ediately knowing in hiinself that virtue had gone 
out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, \Vbo 
touched my clothes? And bis disciples said unto him, 
Thou seest the 1nultitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, 
\Vho touched me? And he looked round about to see her 
that had done this thing. But the won1an, fearing and 
trembling, knowing what was done in her, can1e and fell 
down before hi1n, and told hi1n all the truth. And he said 
unto her, Daughter, ·thy faith hath 111ade thee whole ; go 1n

peace, and be whole of thy plague.11 -MARK v. 25-34. 

J WAS travelling in a third-class carriage on the 
Caledonian Raihvay s01ne years ago, starting 

for an evangelistic tour, \Vhen, at a small station in 
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the country, a middle-aged ,vo1nan of grave and 
serious demeanour, and evidently of the humblest 
class of society, got into my compartment. Giving 
her a gospel tract, she read it, and then made some 
co1nment ,vhich led me· to judge she ,vas a believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, an impression ,vhich 
further conversation quite confirmed,-in fac�, she 
,vas a child of God, and happy in the sense of His 
love tb her. Presently she volunteered that she 
,vas going to her home, but \.Vith rather a sad heart, 
as she had been at the death and burial of one 
,vho had been her most intimate friend from the 
days of childhood. On my inquiring if her friend 
had died in the Lord, she replied,-

" Ou, ay. I believe she ,vas a guid ,vomun." 
"What grounds have you for such a statement?" 

I asked. 
"Wee), si'r, she ,vas a guid-livin' wo1nun, for I've 

kenn'd her frae I ,vas a bairn, but jist afore she 
dee'd I spier't• at her what her hope for eternity 
really ,vas." 

"And ,vhat did she say?" 
11 She ans,vered 1ne, ' I canna say that I ha'e that 

* Inquired.
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peace, an' that assurance I've heerd so1ne folk tell 
o', but I can truly say I'm like yon puir ,vomun in 
the Gospels, ,vi' the issue o' bluid, ,vho, ,vhen she 
heerd o' Jesus, cam' an' touchit the hem o' His 
garmint; and tho' I canna say I feel as I ,vad like 
tac, an' my faith is ,veak, I'm jist clingin' tae Hi1n.' '' 

"That ,vas good," said I ; "and ,vhat comfort 
did you seek to give her?" 

11 \1/eel, ,veel, sir, I jist said, ' 1-Iaud• on, dearie, 
1-Ie'll no' shak' ye aff ! ' "

The train stopped; my friend got out. I have
never seen her since, and I never expect to again 
till I see her in glory, but her last ,vords have 
remained firmly engraved on my memory ; and 
though many thousands have doubtless heard this 
simple narrative in the preaching-roo1ns ,vhere I 
m(ly have related it, I put it on paper and send it 
forth in an enduring fonn, ,vith the hope and 
prayer that it may cheer some timid, doubting, yet 
,vithal believing soul. 

"I-laud on, dearie, He'll no' shak' ye aff I " It 
,vas a fine ,vord for a dying soul, that clung to 
the Saviour, to hear. It is in such moments that 

• 1-lold.
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Satan gathers up all his po\vers, arrays all his 
ho�ts, marshals all his forces, and shoots all his 
poisoned arro\VS to distress anp distract the 
physically enfeebled one. \;\That comfort in such 
a condition must it have been to this dying one, 
to hear such a s\veet- testhnony to the blessed 
Lord as this, "1-Ie'll no' shak' ye aff ! " 

Let no one suppose that in narrating this inci­
dent I am pleading for an uncertain state of soul. 
Quite the contrary. If my reader has been hithert9 
in uncertainty as to his, or her relationship to Goel, 
my deep desire is that the apprehension of \vhat 
God's grace really is may for ever dispel all the 
gloomy clouds ,vhich have hindered the enjoj,ment 
of the sunshine of His • favour. Do not tell me 
about yourself, and \Vhat you arc, or are not; ,vhat 
you have done, or have not done. Peace, and the 
assurance of salvation, are not found in anything 
that springs from us, but in ,vhat God is and has 
been for us, as seen in the life and death of 1-Iis 
blessed Son, the Lord Jesus. You must then keep 
your eye on Christ, and your ear attentively open 
to ,vhat He says, if you are to have peace. 

Look at the touching tale ,vhich heads this 
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paper, and to ,vhich the dying ,voman referred. 
What ,vas the state of matters? T,velve years ill, 
she had "suffered many things," had "spent all," 
,vas "nothing bettered," but "rather gre,v ,vorse." 
T,velve is the number that speaks of completeness 
in matters of hu1nan administration. I-Jere it ,vas 
co1nplete misery. Every human resource had been 
found to be a source of vexatious disappointment, 
not of healing. Complete poverty ,vas the result, 
for she had "spent all." This is just the case for 
Jesus; and if you, my reader, have found out that 
you are a poor weak sinner, needing salvation, and 
unable to save yourself,-spite of al.I the remedies 
which· incompetent spiritual physicians prescribe, 
in the shape of good resolutions, amendment of 
life, almsgiving, attendance on the means of grace, 
observance of ordinances, prayers, tears, penitential 
imposts, and perhaps even bodily flagellation,­
you cannot do better than follo,v her footsteps. 

Her faith ,vas beautifully simple. She had 
heard of Jesus, and ,vhat she had heard had 
begotten in her heart the full conviction that to 
get into contact ,vith Him, even remotely, meant 
sure and certain blessing. So convinced, her course 
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is simple ; may yours be the same. She "heard," 
she" came," she" touched," and "slrazghtwaythefoun­

tain of her blood \Vas dried up," and, as a very simple 
consequence, she "felt" that "she \Vas healed." 

N ov1 this is always the ,vay the soul comes to 
Jesus, for "faith co1neth by hearing, and hearing 
by the \VOrd of God." It is \Vhat you hear of Him 
in God's Word that leads you to cast yourself 
simply on Him. The moment faith does that, the 
blessing is sure, and present too. Faith ahvays 
secures the blessing, because it has Christ fer its 
object, and not "self" in any shape or form. 
There ,vas no virtue in her touch ; all the virtue 
,vas in Him ,vhom she touched, though it flo,ved 
forth bounteously in response to that touch of faith. 

But there is a point of i1nmense importance 
here. Not only is she sure she has touched Him, 
though it were only the hem of His garment, the 
sense of healing being "straightway" communi­
cated, but He knew He had been touched, and by 
\vhom. Yes, Jesus kno\vs if you have come to 
Him in simple faitli or not. He is not an un­
observant ,vitness of the hcavings and throbbings 
of the ,veary restless heart, that scarce kno\VS ,vhat 
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it needs, yet finds all that need met in J-Iimself. 
1-Ierc "Jesus, imme<liately kno,ving in hirnself that
virtue had gone out of hi1n, ... said, \Vho touched
my clothes? 11 In vain do the disciples speak of
the throng. The multitude had thronged but not
"touched II I-Jim ; faith alone did that. Yet did
He not kno,v ,vho i� ,vas? Clearly, for II he looked
round about to see her that had done this thing."

Why these queries, then? Because the Lord loves
to confirm faith ,vherever He finds it. The ,voman,
healed thus perfectly, ,vas about to retire ,vithout
any confession of 1-Iim ,vhose grace she had tasted.
So no,v is it ,vith many souls. They have trusted
Jesus, got a sense of relief, perhaps even the half
hope that they are forgiven, but they have never
got full peace or assurance. Why? Because they
have never simply and fully confessed Christ, and
hence never got to the point ,vhere they \Vere free to
listen sin1ply to ,vhat J-Ie has to say to then1. Till this
1noment is reached, two ,vords describe the condition
of such souls, viz.," fearing" and "tre1nbling.'' ,vhich
is just ,vhat ,ve read : "But the ,voman, fearing and
trembling, knowing ,vhat was done in her, came and
fell do,v.n before him, and told him all the truth."
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'fhis is unreserved com1nittal of one's self to 
Jesus, and \Vhat is the result? vVhat I am ,vont to 
call the finest "confirmation service" in all Scrip­
ture. I-lad the Lord allo,vecl her to go off ,vithout 
,vhat no,v follo,vs, she never ,vould .have had peace; 
for Satan would have follo,-ved her, and vvhispered, 
"Oh, yes, it's quite true you are better just now, 
but your trouble ,vill be sure to break out again ; 
you are relieved, not cured ; '' and the fear of the 
impending plague ,voulcl have corroded the joy 
,vhich she rightly had. 1-Iow gracious is the Lord ! 
I-Ie does not like any soul that has trusted I-Ii1n to 
be duped, deceived, and distressed any longer by 
the devil ; so he speaks words which for ever calm 
the troubled heart, "Daughter, thy faith hath made 
thee ,vhole; go in peace, and be 1.vltole of thy 
plague." 

Not only is she 1nade whole, but peace is to fill 
her heart if she thinks of the future; for "be ,vhole 
of- thy plague" are 1-1 is last ,vords to the one 
:\Vith ,-vhom I-le o,vns relationship by the exquisite 
epithet "daughter." 

She had· therefore the divinely given certainty, 
that she could never relapse into that state out of 
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,vhich the virtue which Ao\ved from Jesus had 
drawn her. Similarly, the one ,vho trusts Him 
no,v is entitled to kno,v that forgiveness and eternal 
life are present possessions, and never can be lost; 
for ,vhat I-Je gives in grace, 1-Je docs not recall. 

Scripture testimony is abundant on this point; 
e.g., "To him give all the prophets witness, that,
through his name, ,vhosoever believeth in him slta/l
receive the remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). "In
,vhom we liave redem·ption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his
grace" (Eph. i. 7). Again, ·cc I \Vrite unto you,
little children, because your sins are fo1·gz'ven you
for his name's sake" ( I John ii. 12 ). Thus we see
on ,vhat ground God forgives. Christ's ,vork, and
faith in His name. But not only ·does He forgive,
,vhich takes up my past history, pardoning my
sins,-He gives something that I am to enjoy no,v
and for ever. Thus my present and my future are
met by what He gives, viz., " eternal life."

Ho,v is· this obtained? I-Iear 1-Iis o,vn ,vord, 
and doubt no more. "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, I-Ie that believeth on me liatlt everlasting life" 
(John vi. 47). "My sheep hear my voice, and I 
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kno,v them, and they follo,v me: and I give unto 
the1n eternal life; and th�y shall uever perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand 11 (John x. 27, 28). What certainty! It is a 
confirmation of the si1nple saying, "He'll no' shak' 
ye aff." And not only does I-le give eternal life, 
but the one ,vho believes Him is to kno\v that he 
has it, for" These things are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; 
and that believing ye might have life through his 
name " (John xx, 3 I) ; and, " These things have I 
,vritten unto you that believe on the na1ne of the 
Son of God, that ye may know that ye have eternai 
life" (r John v. 13). 

If you trust the blessed Son of God, ever .so 
si1nply and feebly, present and eternal blessing is 
yours, and you ought to kno\v and rejoice in it. 
Not only is it yours, but you can never lose it, for 
it is "in Christ," and therefore secure. Do you 
think sometimes 1-Ie ,vill gi've you up, becau�e 
even since you trusted Hi1n you have failed to 
rightly respond to I-Iis grace? Such a thought is 
entirely a suggestion of Satan contrary to the 
Spirit of Christ and the teaching of Scripture; for 
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it is written, 11 I-Ii1n that co1neth to me l ,vi.II in no 
wise cast out" (John vi. 37); and,"Jesus . ... 
having loved his o,vn ,vhich ,vere in the ,vorld, 
loved thern unto the end" (John xiii. 1 ). These 
things being so, of all ,vho trust the Saviour, this 
also is true: "We are bound to give thanks ahvay 
to God for you, brethren beloved of the IJord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you 
to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth; whereunto he called you by our 
gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ 11 (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14). Therefore, 
my believing reader, I ,vill only add a closing ,vord, 
" Haud on, dearie, 1-Ie'll no' shak' ye aff." 



�otu a111 l l11si i fie�? 
(ACTS xiii. 26°52.) 

T 
1-IERE are three points in this passage ,vhich

are of great interest to the soul, viz., ho,v I 
can get forgiveness, justification, and eternal life. 
They all three co1ne out distinctly in this scripture, 
and are proclaimed by Paul to an audience ,.vhich 
he had never seen before. Do you happily kno\v, 
my reader, that your sins are all forgiven, that you 
are justified from all things, so that there can never 
be a charge laid against you-nay, more-that you 
are the possessor of eternal life? Do you ask, Can 
any one kno,v this here? Yes, thank God, one 
can, and many also do, and t,vo things follo,v, joy 
and the possession of the I-Joly Ghost-as in the 
last verse of our chapter. 

The apostle came to Antioch in Pisidia, and they 
gave him a hearing, and he spoke to the1n of Jesus, 
of a Saviour. \Vhat ,ve all need God provides, 

D 
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and that is a Saviour; and, my friend, if you are 
not saved no,v, it is your o,vn fault, it is because 
you have not availed yourself of ,vhat God bas 
provided-viz., a Saviour. The J e,v ref used this 
Saviour, trampled Hiin under foot, and then God 
turned to the Gentile. " I have set thee to be a 
light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldst be for 
salvation unto the ends of the earth," is God's 
precious statement; and if you are a poor sinner 
unsaved, there is salvation for you. God has done 
all He can do. 1-Ie has done His part. 1-Ie has 
sent the Saviour, no,v it is for you to accept Him. 
\Vho is a Saviour suited to? Lost people. Only 
lost sinners need 1-Iim. Are you s�ved r Perhaps 
you reply, I could not say that. Well, arc you 
lost? Oh I you ans,vcr, I should not like to say 
that. That is the reason, then, that you do not 
know that you are saved, for the Saviour only 
came for the lost. Until you take your place 
among the lost you will never have the joy of 
kno,ving Jesus as your Saviour. You have heard 
the name of Jesus very often,-from a child, I 
doubt not,-but, tell inc, is I-le yours, arc you 
saved? 
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The apostle first unfolds the character of the 
One of \.Vhom he ,vas speaking, and indicates His 
mission-" A Saviour, Jesus." He unfolds His 
name-the s,veetest name that ever fell on mortal 
ears-Jesus. He then (ver. 26) goes on to say, 

"Whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the 
\VOrd of this salvation sent." Are you a God-fear­
ing person ,vho, though without the knovvledge of 
forgiveness and salvation, is still looking to,vards 
God? " To JIOU is the ,vord of this salvation sent." 

Do you say, I could not take up that ground? 
But have you never feared God yet? Then you 
vvill fear 1-Iim-fear Him in a day ,vhen it ,viii be 
too late to taste I-I is grace. Your days of careless­
ness and heedlessness will soon be over, and then 
you must 1nect God. The fear of God is a blessed 
thing. When I have the fear of God upon me I 
am in my right place, feeling my own nothingness, 
and His greatness. Right fear is the doorway of 
blessing. Are you fearing the Lord? Then, '' to 
you is the ,vord of this salvation sent." 

How does God save men? Is it by the la,v? 
No; for "by the deeds of the la,v there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight 11 (Rom. iii. 20). Is it 
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by our ,vorks? No; for" to him that worket/1, not, 

but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness " (Rom. iv. 5). 
If it is "the ivord of this salvation," then the only 
thing the sinner has to do is to listen. The gospel 
is similarly preached to Cornelius, "Send men to 
Joppa,. and call for Simon, ,vhose surname is Peter, 
\vho shall tell thee words, ,vhereby thou and all thy 
house shall be saved,, (.i.L\.cts xi. I 3, 14). You may 
be saved by "words," by '' ivorks,, never. What 
does God mean by words? It is the tale of the \York 
of another, the love and goodness of another, the 
life and death of another, and how God has raised 
Him fro1n the dead, and put Him into glory ; and 
you hear, and believe, and are saved before you 
kno,v it. 

There never was a simple look of faith to Christ, 
as a soul heard the story of His love, but that soul 
got salvation at once, though it might not knov, it. 

Let me implore you to get into right relationship 
,vith God now. There is a breach bet,veen the 
,vorld and God no,v. What is the breach? The 
grave of His Son. You may argue that He gave 
I-Iimself. Yes, but this ,vorld demanded I--Iis death,



l·JO\V Al\1 I JUSTIFIED� 53 

they clamoured for His blood. 1-Iatred put 1-Iim on 
the cross. Love took Him do,vn, love buried Him, 
and love rolled a stone over His beloved body in 
the tomb. But ,vho sealed Him in that tomb? 
Fear. I-Iatred killed 1-Iirn, love buried Him, and 
fear sealed 1-Iim in, and set a ,vatch over the grave, 
and then the ,vorld went a,vay, and hoped it had 
got rid of l-I,im for ever. But they have not, and 
they have yet to meet Hi1n, for "God raised him 
from the dead," I need not say, without breaking 
the seal. No stone or seal could hold the Saviour 
in. " God raised him from the dead," and then 
there ,vas an earthquake, and an angel came and 
rolled av1ay the stone-not to let the Saviour out, 
I-I e ,vas out already-but to let you look in and 
see an empty tomb. Oh! then, I say, my Saviour 
is risen, my sins must be gone. When man had 
done his ,vorst against God, then it ,vas that God 
did 1-Iis best for man. As a 111artyr, Jesus died for 
the truth of God; as a victim, I-Ie died for the sin 
of man. On the cross 1-Ie took the cup due to man, 
but I-Ie took it from the hand of God. He had 
looked into it, fathomed it, and 1-Ie took it, and 
drank it to the very dregs, and He holds out to 
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you and me the cup of salvation ,vhich ,ve have 
just to take and drink, and then bless His holy 
name· for ever and ever. Precious Saviour ! 

In the <lea th and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
,ve have more than the display of the love of God ; 
,ve have the unfolding of 1-Iis righteousness too, 
and there is the basis on ,vhich the gospel rests. 
Oh, ,vhat a love is the love of God! Let it penetrate 
your heart if it never has before. Christ's incar­
nation is the proof of I-Iis interest in man. I-Iis 
death is the sure proof of-more than interest, yea, 
of-His deep love; and no,v that God has raised 
Him from the dead in righteousness, and seated 
1-Iim at His o,vn right hand, God can offer to you
the forgiveness of your sins, if you turn roun-d to
1-Iim. The tide of human affection may at times
rise so high as to cover for a 1no1nent the tablet on
,vhich are recorded your offences; but as the tide
recedes, on that tablet of memory still remains
the unerascd list, but ,vith God the tide is ever
at the flood. "Their sins and iniquities ,vill I re­
member no more," I-Je says. I look back to the
cross and see my blessed Saviour dying, and fajth
lays hold of the ,vork of the cross. I never can
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estimate its value, but God estimates it at its full 
value. I cannot measure the love of Christ, but I 
can enjoy it. The la,v can only convict and con­
demn you, but Jesus can save you, and He ,vill if 
you· look to I-I im. 

What a charming unfolding of grace is here! 
'' Be· it kno,vn unto you . . . that through this 
man is preached unto ;101t the forgiveness of sins." 
Is it conditional? No. It is unconditional, as free 
as the very air you are breathing as you read this 
paper. "And by hi1n all who believe are justified 
from all things." Another scripture says, '' Being 

Jitsti.fied freely by !tis grace, through the redemp­
tion that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 24). Then 
,ve read in Ro1nans v. I, "Being justified by faith, 
,ve have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ;" and again in v. 9," l\tf uch more, then, being 
no\v justified by his blood, ,.ve shall be saved from 
\Vrath through him." There is only one 'UJaJ' of 
justification, "through this man." There are not 
three ,vays, but there are three parties to my 
justification. God is a party to my justification ; 
Christ is a party to my justification ; and I, 1nost 
necessarily, am a party to my justification. God 
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by His grace, Christ by I-Iis blood, and I by faitlt. 
The spring is grace, the basis is blood, the principle 
of it is faith. Faith is the hand that goes out, and 
takes the gift of God. 

It is God that justifies. God is on your side 
now. I am justified from offences by the grace of 
God, the blood of Christ, and by my o,vn faith ; 
and then I am not only justified from offences, but 
I get a life in Christ that cannot offend. A believer 
in Christ has "justification of life" (Rom. v. I 8). 

Is Christ alive? God raised Him from the dead. 
There was a man \vho deserved to die, and Jesus 
died for him; and no,v there 'lives a Man on the 
throne of God, and I live in Him. I have "justifi­
cation of life." Yea, more, it is "eternal life," and 
all I have to do is to go on my ,vay rejoicing in 
Him ,vho is my life, and make 1nuch of Hitn till I 
see 1-Iim face to face. 

Reader, shall He not be yours henceforth? 

" Oh, take with rejoicing front Jesus at once 
The life everlasting He gives ; 

And know with assurance thou never canst die 
Since Jesus thy iigh teousness lives." 



'' jgc is 1nu cSauiour." 

WI-I ILE on my ,vay to a little gospel meeting 
in the village of C--, I was asked by a 

Christian lady to visit a young 'vVOman ,vho ,vas 
evidently dying; and ,vhose state of soul she ,vas 
anxious to assure herself of. 

FoJlo,ving her directions I mounted an outside 
stair, and entered a small attic room, ,vhere the 
signs of deepest poverty were manifest in every 
direction. The only occupants of the room ,vere a 
middle-aged ,voman, on whose face care and toil 
had left indelible traces, and her daughter, a girl of 
t\venty sumrners. It ,vas just sunset, and the little 
,vindo,v facing in that direction permitted a full 
stream of golden light to enter the apartment, \Vhich 
only made more visible the squalol." and dirt ,vhich 
reigned supreme. 

The evening rays fell full on the recess containing 
the bed ,vhereon lay the one who1n I sought. She 
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had evident]y been a tall and handsome girl, but 
no,v the fe)] destroyer, consumption, had Jeft nothing 
but skin and bones. 1-Ier hair, jet black, Jay in 
tangled quantities scattered over the pi11ow, in 
striking contrast ,vith the pallid pinched face \Vhich 
,vas turned towards me, the brow covered \vith a 
co]d de,v, ,vhi]e the lips and eye]ids were firm]y 
c!osed. I saw at a glance that death ,vas near at 
hand, ,vhich a touch of the pulseless wrist con­
firmed. 

Having addressed a fev.r inquiries as to her i1lness 
to the mother, "'ho seemed pleased to see me, I 

turned to the dying one, and said, " Are -you in 
pain? JI Receiving no rep]y, I -repeated my query 
in a louder tone. Again there was no response, 
and then the mother put in, "I don't think she can 
hear you, sir, she's too far gone no,v to hear." It 
almost seemed so, but I determined to try again, 
so bending over her I �aid, "Do you kno,v Jesus?" 
Oh, the po,ver of that Name on the heart that 
kno,vs its meaning l Immediately the departing 
spirit seemed to be called back from the border 
]and, the eyelids lifted to pennit a lustrous pair of 
eyes to fix themselves a moment on the stranger 
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,vho put this simple query, the lips parted, a smile 
of unutterable s,veetness lit up the dying counte­
nance, and then faintly and ,vith an ef1ort she 
,vhispered, "I-Ie is 1ny Saviour." 

"Thank God," I rejoined ; "and ho\v long have 
you kno,vn Him as ;1our Saviour?" 

Her eves filled ,vith tears at the reme1nbrance 
of His mercy as she replied, "Not long, only 
since I lay down. I have been a terrible sinner, 
but Jesus loved me, and died for 1ne, and l kno,v 
1-Ie has ,vashed all my sins a,vay in His precious
blood."

"And are you quite ready and.happy to go? 11 

"Quite ready," ,vas her ans,ver, while the smile 
of joy again brightened up her moistened cheek, 
and then, her strength exhausted, she relapsed into 
the soporous state fro1n ,vhich the mention of the 
Name of Jesus alone could recall her. 

I left, and she passed a,vay a fe,v hours after. 
Rarely have I seen a more touching instance of 

the po,ver of the Name of Jesus. "Thou shalt call 
his name JESUS; for he shall save his people from 
their sins." To the believer's ear that Name is 
fragrant beyond description. Reader, may I ask, 
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has it any fragrance for your heart ? Do you kno\11 
Jesus? Can you say," He is my Saviour?" 

Rest not merely in saying, He is a Saviour. The 
devils kno,v that. You are not right till you can 
say," I-le is 11zy Saviour." 

It is really a most blessed thing to be able to 
truly say those ,vords. And ,vho can say them? 
Every poor guilty sinner ,vho trusts in Jesus_' 
precious Name. 1-Ie likes to hear the sinner say, 
"My Saviour." All the ,vorld ,vill sooner or later 
o,vn that 1-Ie is a Saviour; but ,vhat 1-Ie prizes, is 
the simple confidence of the heart that simply yet 
boldly says, "1-Ie is 1ny Saviour." Would you not 
like to be _able to say it? Well, then," Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou sltalt be saved." 



'' (!TIJat's IDeliglJtful." 

T
wo servants of the Lord had been together

proclaiming the s,veet tidings of grace, and 
the audience had mostly scattered, ,vhen our atten­
tion ,vas dra,vn to a middle-aged person, evidently 
deeply aff�cted by the " good ne,vs" she had been 
hearing. Taking a seat by her side, I said,'' \i\lell, 
is it all settled?" 

"No, I can't say that; I ,vish I could." 
"\i\lhat is the difficulty?" 
" I don't see things clearly. You kno,v I have 

been a kirk-member all my days, but that goes for 
nothing, I see, and I don't feel as I should like to." 

" It is not ,vhat you feel that is important, 'but 
\Vhat you believe. Are you anxious to be saved?,. 

" Indeed I am most anxious." 
"And ,vhen do you ,vish to get salvation?" 
"Oh, at once. To-night, surely, if I can," ,vas he·r 

cager reply, as she burst into tears. 
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"vVell, you can have it no\v, if you like to. 
Listen to the Word of God,-'The ,vord is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart; that is, 
the ,vord of faith, ,vhich ,ve preach ; that if thou 
shalt confess ,vith thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, THOU S1-IALT BE SAVED'

(llom. x. 8, 9). Do you understand that? Do 
you confess ,vith your mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
believe in your heart that God has raised 1-Iim from 
the dea:d?" 

" I do indeed." 
"What do you believe? For ,vhom did He die?" 
" For all." 
"Tell me one for ,vho1n I-le died." 
" 1-Ie died for 1ne." 

"You believe that?'' 
"Indeed I do." 
"And did He die for your sins?" 
11 I believe I-le did." 

11 And has I-le done al-I that ,vas necessary for 
your salvation?" 

" I believe I-le has." 
"Yes, and God has raised I-Tim from the dead, 

because all is done. Do you believe that also?., 
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11 I do. I really believe in Him." 
"And are you prepared to confess,-yea, do you 

confess, the Lord Jesus v1ith your 1nouth? JI 

" Yes, I gladly do." 
"Good ; then God says, 'Thou shalt be saved!' 

\Vill you be saved, do you think? JI 

" I should like to be." 
"Listen to \vhat God says: 'Thou shalt be 

saved.' JI

" That's de/£gltiful ! " she exclaimed, ,vi th a fresh 
flo,v of tears. 

"Yes, indeed it is; but if any one asked you, 
'Are you saved?' ,vhat ,vould you say?" 

" I don't feel sure that I could say that I arn." 
"The point is not \vhat you feel, but ,.vhat docs 

God say about the one ,vho believes and confesses 
,vith the mouth. 1-Ie says to such, 'Thou shalt be 
saved ; ' and if 1-Ie says, 'Thou shalt be s�ved,' is 
not that tantamount to saying, ' T/1011 art saved'?" 
She did not quite see through this, so I ,vent on,-
11 \Vould you rather have a £1 note, or a sove-

• ? JJ reign 
"They are both alike in value." 
"True, but one is gold, an<l the other is only ' l 
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pro1111"se to pay one pound.' No,v God's note is, 
' Thou s!talt be saved," ,vhereas the gold might 
stand for 'Thou art saved.' This is just ,vhat Epb. 
ii. 8 says, 'For by grace are ye saved, through
faith.' Again in Luke vii., the Lord gave a ,veep­
ing ,voman, like you, the knowledge of pardon,
salvation, and peace, in twelve words. It ,vas a
short sermon, but what a full one! 'Thy sins are
forgiven. Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace'
(verses 48-50). What ,vondrous v,rords, 'Thy sins
are forgiven'! Are you the ,vom_an F!e is speaking
to nO\V?" 

"I am. I believe He forgives me." 
"Go on. What next does He say?" 
"' Thy faith hath saved thee.' I believe it. I 

see it clearly. I see it distinctly. It is so plain. 
I ant saved. Thank God." And the tears of joy 
fell faster than ever. 

"Ho,v did you come into this hall to-night-in 
peace?" 

"Oh, no; unhappy, unsaved." 
" And, no,v, ho,v ,vill you go?" 
"He says 'Go in peace.' I shall go he me for­

given, saved, and at peace." 
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" Yes, you have a living, glorified Saviour, and 
all that is left you to do, is to bless and praise 1-lim .. 
He has saved you, and you have just to live for 
Him, ,vho died for you. Do you think I-le ,viii let 
you drop?"• 

" I think not; J'n1 sure not if.--.
, 

"If ,vhat?" 
" If I continue faithful and hold on to I-li1n." 
"Stop, I'll give you a text with no 'if' in it. 

' My sheep hear my voice, and I kno-.v them, and
they follo,v me: and I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any (angel, 
rnan, or devil) pluck the1n out of my hand. My 
Father ,vhich gave them me, is greater than all ; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. I and my Father are one' (John 
x. 27-30). No,v, ,vith that before you, do you think
I-Ie ,vill let you drop?

,,

" No, never, I am 'sure I-le ,viii not. It all depends 
on Him;,, and she entered into rest, and ,vc bo,vcd 
the knee, and thanked God together. 

Reader, cannot you similarly thank God? 



'-lllJrist' .s <nlJrte 'J\pµearittgs. 

"And as it is appointed unto 1nen once to die, but after 
this the judg111ent : so Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many; and unto the1n that look for hi1n shall he 
appear the second titne without sin unto salvatio11."-H EH.

ix. 27, 28.
"Herein is love with us 1nade perfect, that we n1ay have

boldness in the day of judgment ; because as he is, so are 
we in this world.'1-1 JOHN iv. 17. 

THE verse in I John iv. brings out most dis-
tinctly and clearly \vhat the ne,v place is 

that the believer has before God. It is this : 
Clzri'sf s place. " As he is, so are ,ve in this ,vorld!' 
In the most manrellous ,vay does the Holy 
Ghost condense the present position of the be­
liever, to the joy of our hearts-,ve ,vho are Christ's. 
But some may say," I n1possible ! Does the gospel 
unfold to a poor guilty sinner on earth a standing 
before God in the perfection of Christ?" Yes. 
" H o,v can this be?" The passage in Heb. ix. 
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tells you ho,v ; you have there the grand founda­
tion on ,vhich this blessed truth is built-" Christ 
,vas once offered to bear the sins of many.1

' The 
effect of the once-offered sacrifice of Himself to put 
a,vay sin-the fruit of the corn of ,vheat ,vhich fell 
into the ground and died, so that it might not 
abide alone-is, that of the children of God it can be 
truly said : "As he is, so are ,ve." And mark, it ts 
not, 11 so ,ve sltal/ be," but, "so are ,ve in . this 
,vorld." Ho,v ,vonderf ul is this ,vord of the Holy 
Spirit! Truly man could never �1ave penned it of 
himself. 

Look at Christ in all His love and grace ,vhile 
here on earth. Look at Him.in all I-lis perfection 
now in glory, and then consider for a moment 
this most ,vonderful passage : " Herein is love 
,vith us (God's love, not ours) made perfect, that 
,ve may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are ,ve in this ,vorld." But let 
us look for a little at ,vhat ,vas first required in 
order to bring about this grand result. In Heb. 
ix. it is all beautifully unfolded. 11 Christ is not
entered into the holy places made ,vith hands,
,vhich are the figures of the true ; but into heaven
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itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. 
Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the 
high priest entereth into the holy place every 
year with blood of others; for then must he 
often have suffered since the foundation of the 
,vorld: but no,:v once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself. And as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment: so Christ ,.vas 
once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto 
them that look for him shall he appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation." 

There are three periods in the history of Christ 
brought before us in these verses. In verse 24, 
I-le does appear; verse 26, "He has appeared ; " 
and in verse 28, " He shall appear." I will take 
them up briefly in their chronological order; and 
may the Holy Spirit lead you, my beloved reader, 
to search 1nore fully into these ,:vondrous truths, 
the outlines of which I now present to you. 

l.-HIS PAST APPEARING. 

'' Now once in the end of the \vorld hath he ap­
peared, to put a,vay sin by the sacrifice of himself/1
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Why ,vas this needed? The follo,ving verse 
tells us: 11 As it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment: so Christ ,vas once 
offered, to bear the sins of 111an_y." As it belonged 
to man to die and be judged, so Christ ,vas offered 
up in death, and bore God's ,vrath and judgment 
in man's stead. 

I can understand the "'as" and "so" in John iv. 
17 ,vhen I have grasped the mercy of the "as" 
and "so'' of Hebre,vs ix. 27, 28. As I ,vas a 
ruined, guilty s'inner, only fit to be judged and 
condemned to death, so Christ ,vent do,vn into 
death for me; He suffered that I might never 
suffer ; He bore my judgment and the ,vrath of 
an offended God, ,vhich ,vas my due ; 1-Ie co1n­
pleted the ,vork of my salvation ; He has done 
all that is needed to bring 1ne to I-Iimself in glory ; 
and no,v the Holy Spirit can give out this grand 
truth to the believer, to say ,vith joyful boldness, 
that in the sight of God, 11 As he (God's Son) .is, 
so are ,ve in this ,vorld." 

Oh, beloved fello,v-believer, ,vhat is this? What 
is the force of these ,vords, " As he is, so are ,ve" ? 
It is not merely substitution, grand as that ,vork 
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is, but it is transmutation-the taking of us into 
identity and association ,vith Himself. 

"He has appeared" to do a ,vork ,ve never 
could have done. In all the counsels of God one 
thing alone was found that could save ruined 
man ; and in 1-Iis great love for us, the Lord 
Himself came do,vn to perform the work. As

,ve deserved, so I,e received ; He bore the judg­
ment of God upon sin, so that there is now no 
condemnation to them ,vho believe. Now 11 ,ve 
may have boldness in the day of judg1nent." 
\iVell may the Holy Spirit preface this ,vondrous 
truth ,vith these words: "Herein is love ,vith 
us made perfect.'' Yes, this indeed ,vas love, 
perfect love on His part; love sufficiently perfect 
to cast out all our fear. " There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casteth out fear." 

" No n1an of greater love can boast 
Than for bis friend to die. 

Thou for Thine ene1nies wast slain I 
What love with Thine can vie? 11 

This is the Friend the believer has-the Friend 
and Saviour, God ,vishes you to have. \Vill you 
not have Him? See ,vhat He has done for you. 
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" He ,vas once offered to bear the sins of many." 
You may be one of the 111any \vhom Christ died 
to save. God is no,v beseeching you to· be one 
of the blessed nu1nber. Ohl refuse Him not; 
for if you ,viii not have this Christ no,v, ,vhile 
1-Ie is \.Villing and ,vaiting to receive you, it ,viii 
be this same Christ and Lord, to ,vhom all judg­
ment is given, ,vho when this long day of grace 
is over, ,vill say unto you: "Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire." And you shall 
then be one of the 1nany- ah ! ho\v many-to 
,vho1n the ,vords ,viii apply: "These shall go a,vay 
into everlasting punishment." With \.Vhich \\·ill you 

have to do-God in grace, or God in judgment? 
Jesus ,van ts you to kno,v I-Iilnself in grace, to 

knov.r 1-Iim now. I-le is s�eking you, yearning for 
you, ,vaiting to receive you ,vith outstretched arms 
of ,velcome. Oh, come to I-Iis loving embrace. 
You must either come to those outstretched 
arms of love and mercy, or sink for ever beneath 
His uplifted arm of judgment. Can you for a 
moment delay in your decision? \tVhich shall it 
be, God or 1\1' ammon? Is there aught on earth 
that can lure you from His arms ?-aught that 
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can blindly lure you on to death? Jesus is 
calling you to come to Him. "Come unto me" 
are His words to you. Oh, come and taste the 
blessedness of belonging to Him, of being loved 
by Him, of having Him as the "friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother." 

I 1.-HIS PRESENT APPEARING. 

In Hebre\VS ix. 24 we read, that Christ has gone 
into heaven, "Now to appear in the presence of 
God for us." 

While telling you of the first blessed truth, 
" He has appeared," I made no restriction. I 
tell it to you, my reader; I ,vould it \Vere told to 
ALL. But no,v I have to confine myself to the 
BELIEVER \vhen I say, "in .the presence of God 

far us." But my prayer is, that He may stand 
as the Representative of all \Vho 1nay read these 
pages, and of thousands more. 

Believers in the Lord, Christ represents you in 
the presence of God, and soon there ,vill be the 
lovely sequel ,vhich verse 28 gives : " Unto them 
that look for him shal1 he appear the second time 
,vithout sin unto salvation." But again, I ,vould 
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turn to all, and say, Look at Jesus there in the 
glory of heaven itself; gaze on Him by faith at 
God's right hand, and relnember that place 1nay 
be yours. Earnestly I \vould entreat you not to 
let haunting memory have the task of echoing in 
your ear, through an endless eternity, "That place 
11zig/1t have been yours." 

\¥ho is the One who stands in the presence. of 
God for us? It is Christ, the same Christ 'vvho 
\Vas here on earth, and \vho died on Calvary's 
cross. 1-Ie is the only one \Vho can represent us 
there, and He does it. Michael the Archangel 
,vould fail to do it. Angels kno,v not the extent 
of our need ; but Ghrist is there. D,vell on the 
thought, REPRESENTATIVE OF 1-IIS PEOPLE. Oh, 
ho,v lnucb it includes! Christ is there in the 
presence of His Father-God, not only to repre­
sent you, but also as your Advocate and High 
Priest. As Aaron the high priest bore the 
na1nes of the t\,velve tribes of Israel on his 
shoulders and breast, so that they might be pre­
sented to the Lord Jehovah ; so Christ bears our 
names on His boso1n before I-Iis Father's throne­
your name and mine graven on His heart! Amaz-
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ing thought I Ye.,;, our names indelibly carved 
there \Vith the graving-tool of love. The love and 
po\ver of Christ combined bear us before God 
continually. 

What a place of security the believer in Jesus 
has! Ho\v could he have a doubt or fear as long 
as he looks at Christ in glory? and kno\vs from 
God's vVord that "as he is, so are ,ve.11 Look 
at Christ and His finished work, and believe 
on Hirn, and the question of salvation and security 
is settled. I see in Him the One ,vho has espoused 
my cause-the One who -has so merged me in 
I-I irnself, that God, ,vhile looking upon me, sees me 
in Jesus-He sees me in "Jesus 011/J,." 

111.-HIS FUTURE APPEARING.

"Unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time ,vithout sin unto salvation." The 
first ;time Jesus appeared, it ,vas to put a\vay sin 
by the sacrifice of 1-Iirnsel( He bared I-Iis bosom 
to Jehovah's ,vrath, and the uplifted S\1/0rd of 
justice fell on 1-Iim. The storm-cloud of ,vrath 
burst upon 1-Iis head; but the second time He shall 
appear, it shall be ,vithout sin unto salvation. 
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The question of sin ,vas all settled the first 
time; and no\V He has to do ,:vith salvation 
alone. I-las not this a voice for you, 0 care­
less one? You ,vho are not looking for Him ; 
you to ,vhom it ,vould not be glad tidings ,:vere 
you told, " The Bridegroom cometh ; " pause, I 
beseech you, and consider your situation. You, as 
an unbeliever, are going on to meet t,vo things­
DEATI-f AND JUDG1'1ENT. The believer also is going 
to meet t\vo things, but oh! ho,v d!fferent are 
they-CHRIST and GLORY. Death and judg1nent 
are behind him, not before ; He looks l:?ack to the 
cross, and kno,vs that for him they ,vere ended 
there. I-le is on the other side of judgment; 
and no,v the bright pro�pect before him, and for 
,vhich he looks, is the ti1ne \vhen the Lord shall 
again appear unto salvation, i.e., the deliverance of 
the body from this evil world. 

The manner of 1-Iis future appearing is hv:o-fold 
-First, as the Bridegroom He ,vill come into the
air only, and catch up His Bride, £.e., those ,vho arc
His o,vn. The 4th of 1st Thessalonians, and 15th
of 1st Corinthians, describe this moment. "The
dead in Christ" are raised, and those alive on earth
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changed, and both are caught up together to the 
Lord, and thus are ,vith the Lord for ever. What 
a bright hope for the believer, instead of looking 
for·death ! 

Later on the Lord will appear manifestly in 
glory to the ,vorld, as Son of Man. Then His 
saints ,vill all be with Him. His second advent 
thus has the t,vo stages. luto the air ,vhea I-Iis 
saints go to Hien, and on to the Mount of Olives 
\Vhen His saints all come 1-uith Him. 

The first Adam brought death into this ,vorld 
by sin ; but, for the believer, the death of the last 
Adam has put a)'vay sin, and delivered him from 
death and judgment. 

To you ,vho care not to look for Him, I would 
give this solemn ,varning: "If thou shalt not 
,vatch, I ·will come on thee as a thief, and thou 
shalt not kno,v ,vhat hour I ,vill come upon 
thee." " Because I have called, and ye ref used ; 
I have stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded ; but ye have set at nought all my 
counsel, and ,vould none of 1ny reproof: I also 
\vill laugh at your calamity; I ,vill mock \Vhen 
your fear cometh ; when your fear cometh as 
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desolation, and your destruction cometh as a 
\Vh1rhvind ; ,vhen distress and anguish cometh 
upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I 
,vill not ans,ver. They shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find me. For that they hated 
kno,vledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord." "When they shall say, Peace and safety, 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, and 
tlteJ' shall not escape." 

But unto you, vvho look for I-!im, are these 
blessed ,vords written : "They shall see his face." 
Delight yourselves therefore in the Lord ; be ye 
ever on the watch-towers looking for His appear­
ing the second time ,vithout sin unto salvation. 
Wait patiently for Hi1n though I-le should tarry. 
" He that shall come \vill come. Mean,vhile, be­
loved Christians, let us rejoice in the blessed troth 
that "as he is, so are ,ve in this ,vorld." 



'' tgc' s 11ot l? ut tlJem 1Bnc It on ntc.·" 

" 
H 

E'S above seventy, and unsaved, and getting
feeble, and I've got him to come through 

from. Glasgo,v to stay a day or t,vo, and I'm going 
to bring him to the gospel meeting to-morro,v 
night, and I'm real anxious about his salvation, 
and you ,vill pray for him, won't you? " The 
speaker ,vas a real earnest Christian ,vornan, and 
the subject of her fervent ,vishes her uncle. Ho,v 
natural that ,ve should ,vish our loved ones to be 
blessed of God ! And ho,v right, to.o ! 

Many years have. rolled by, but I \velJ remember 
seeing the prayerful niece and the aged relative sit­
ting side by side v,here I \Vas preaching the gospel 
the next evening. The subject before us that 11ight 
,vas found in Heb. ix. 27, 28, 11 And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment; 
so Christ ,vas once offered to bear the sins of many: 
and unto then1 that look for him shall he appear 
the second time, ,vithout sin, unto salvation," 
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There passed before us the t,vo solemn appoint­
ments that the unsaved man has before him, viz., 
death and judgment, which simply mean death and 
da11tnation, for no one can rise out of judgment. 
Well did David know this, and hence his cry, 
"Enter not into judg1nent with thy servant ;· for 
in thy sight shall no man living be Justified " (Ps. 
cxliii. 2). To die and be damned is the sure and
certain lot of the sinner as such. He cannot evade
these appointments. They are all divinely fixed.
Sin has its sure penalties. These are they. "The
wages of sin is death." But "all have sinned,"
hence death and judgment claim all rightly. Then
will all be lost? No! Why? Our verses told us
this too. The" as" and the "so" were examined.

"As''-" so" "As it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment, so Christ \Vas 
once offered to bear the sins of many."· Ho\v won­
drous! ho,v divine! "As" to die and. be judged ,vas 
once the lot of man, because of sin, "so Christ ,vas 
once offered to bear the sins of many:" In love He 
,vent to the cross, "bare our sins in his O\VO body 
on the tree," bared His bosom to the stroke of 
Divine and righteous judgment. Yes, He ,vho 
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"kne,v no sin," "appeared to put a\vay sin by the· 
sacrifice of himself." \iVondrous sacrifice! magni­
ficent grace! Did sin entail death and judgment 
on the sinner? He " ,vho did no sin, '' "\Vas made 
sin," endured the judgment of sin, and died the 
death that \Vas sin's ,vage. He made atonement 
for sin. "As"-" so.'' "As" death and judgment 
belonged to me, "so" Christ tasted and. endured 
them botn, and I am free. He took our place in 
death and judgment, that we, who believe, might 
get His place in life and glory. Never ,vas love 
like this. In the days of His flesh they said, 
" Never man spake like this man" (John vii. 46). 
We can surely say, Never man loved like this Man. 

The face of my aged listener betol«�ned much 
interest, and ere long the tell-tale tears coursed 
quickly do,vn the ,vrinkled cheeks as his heart ,vas 
softened by the tale of the Saviour's dying love. 
The meeting closed ,vith Bonar's lovely hymn-

" I rest in Christ the Son of God, 
Who took the servant's form ; 

By faith I flee to Jesus' cross, 
l\il y covert fron1 the stonn. 

Jesus put all 1ny sins away 
\Vhen bruised to n1ake 1ne whole ; 
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\¥ho shall accuse, or who conde1nn
1

My bla1neless, ransomed soul ? 11

Inviting any anxious inquirers to speak :\vith me 
in the side-room, I ,vas soon joined by the old man, 
still \Veeping profusely. 

" Well, my friend," said I, " what is the matter?" 
"I don't kno,v exactly \vhat it is, but I never felt 

as I do to-night," \vas his reply. 
"Never mind your feelings; the great point is, 

Have you believed the gospel? 11

"Yes, sir, I do believe it. Of course, I have 
ahvays believed it, in a certain sense, but I believe 
it to-night as I never did before, and I certainly do 
feel as I never felt before," and as he spoke he 
stroked his broad chest ,vith his bra,vny toil­
marked hand. "It \Vas just ,vhen ,ve ,vere singing 
that hymn, it seemed to get all clear to me." 

"What part of the hymn?" 
" Oh. that bit where it says-

' Jesus put all n,y sins away 
When bruised to 1nake 1ne whole I' 11

"And do you now believe that Jesus has put nil 
your sins a,vay?" 

F 
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"Indeed I do to-night, though I never. believed 
this ,vay before." 

"You believe that Jesus bare your sins in His 
o,vn body on the tree?" 

"I believe that no,v.11

" 1-Io,v many of your sins did 1-Ie bare?
,
, 

"All of them." 
" And ,vhere are all your sins no,v?" 
A pause of s01ne moments follov,ed, ,vhile the old 

1nan pondered this query, and then slo,vly replied, 
" I don't feel quite sure as to that." 

" Has 1-Ie taken them to heaven ,vith 1-Iim, do 
you think?" 

"No, no; there·s no sin in heaven, I'm sure of 
that." 

"Well, then, ,vhat has Jesus done ,vith them? 
You are sure He bore the1n all on the cross?'' 

"Yes, I feel sure of that to-night.'' 
"And you are sure J-Ie has not taken them ,vith 

Him into heaven ? 11

" Yes, J am certain about that too." 
"Well, then, ,vhat has He done ,vith them?" 
11 That's just the bit that I'd like to be clear 

about, but I'11t sure He's not put t/J.e11t back on 111e." 



"HE'S NOT PUT THEM RACK ON l\IE." 83 

"Quite right ; that is true. But if He did once 
bear the1n all on the cross, and He has not taken 
them into heaven, nor put them back on you, what 
must I�e have done \vith them?" 

With a deep sigh of relief, as the truth flashed 
on his soul, and a fresh burst of tears, the old 
man replied, ,vith deepest emphasis, "Why, He 
must have put them a\vay for ever." 

" Exactly so. That is just what Scripture so 
blessedly states, and \vhat I have been preaching, 
and the hymn s,veetly corroborates-

' Jesus put all n1y sins away 
When bruised to n1ake 1ne whole.' 

If ever your sins could be found they must be 
found on Jesus, since .rle once bore them ; and if 
they can't be found on Him, they are gone for ever 
from God's sight." 

Peace, deep and real, entered his soul, and he left 
for home next day, rejoicing in his ne,vly found 
Saviour. 

Reader, are you yet able to truthfully say-

" Jesus put all n1y sins away 
\Vhen bruised to 1nake n1e whole"? 
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J T i� a :vonderful thing to find that God's salva­
tion 1s-

" Salvation without money, 
Salvation without price, 

Salvation without labour, 
Believing doth suffice." 

More, it is salvation novv-this moment ; yes, 
reader, you may have it now.. I \vould have it, 
,vere I in your place, without �ny further delay, 
and be recorded in God's book as saved. Just 
look at your \Vatch a moment. Do you note 
the time? Well, NO\V means just this identical 
moment, so you can have no difficulty in gra�ping 
the meaning of that precious word·, " Behold, 
NO'\-V is the accepted time; behold, no,v ;s the 
day of salvation 1' (2 Cor. vi. 2). There is no 
folly like that of putting off the salvation. of the 
soul. 
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But if it, then, be true that by believing in 
Jesus, there is for you-

" Salvation now-this moment ; 
Then why, oh ! why delay? 

You 1nay not see to-1norrow ; 
Now is salvation's day." 

No! you may not see to-morr_ow-to-morrow may 
be too late! 

As l ,vas about to finish 1ny day's work one 
Saturday, not long ago, I rang the bell of a 
house where one had long been il1. The door \Vas 
opened by a relative whom I scarcely recognised, 
as it \Vas nearly dark. I said, " Ho\v is A--?" 

"Oh ! hc1ve you not heard? she is gone." 
'' What, dead?" 
" Yes, dead.!

,
, 

Gone ! she ,vas gone from earth for ever. Was 
she old? No. Middle-aged? No. Young? Yes; 
not quite twenty-one years of age. I had seen 
her three days before

) 
and I expected to have seen 

her again in life; but I did not. 
Perhaps, my reader, you \VOuld like to kno,v 

ho,v she died? It ,vas a long illness; consump­
tion the fatal malaqy that cut short her days. 
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She kne,v perfectly \vell that she could not 
recover, but thought some little titne would elapse 
ere the II golden cord " would be loosed. That 
morning, however, as her \Vatchful relative \Vas 
giving her some needed assistance, ,vhich brought 
her to the bedside of the feeble girl, there happened 
that which had not been before. Without any 
,varning a large blood-vessel in the lung gave ,vay, 
and the life-blood poured forth. Lifting her eyes 
to,vards heaven, she said very calmly, "·Auntie, I 
am going home? I am going HOi1E ! " and passed 
a,vay to be ,vith Jesus. 

Reader, could you die like that? 1-Ier ,vhole face 
brightened up; no fear ,vas pictured thereon. She 
could say, quietly, calmly, 11 I am going home ; "and 
the next moment found herself there. Sinner, you 
could not say that. You, ,vho are on the broad 
road, could you call hell a home? Describe not 
the eternal abode of the lost, that region of speech­
less woe, by such a charming, sacred name. Oh, 
unsaved man! unsaved woman! have salvation! 
have it rto,v ! Flee to Jesus as you read this, for 
"now is salvation's day!'' and He has said 1-Ie ,vill 
not cast you out if you come to Him. 
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Many a time this dying girl grasped my hand as 
I was leaving her after a medical visit, and said, 
"Doctor, will it be long?" I could not tell her 
ho\v long; consumption is often a lingering disease. 
The last time I sa\v her before her death she said 
to 1ne, as ,ve parted, " Doctor, it \vill not be long, 
,vill it, before I am with Jesus?" These \Vere her 
last ,vords to me, full of peace and assurance of a 
present and eternal salvation. She longed to be 
,vith Jesus. 

Dear unsaved one, open your heart to I-Iim ! 
Just where you are, open your heart and let Jesus 
enter in ! I-le will fill your heart. Be converted 
no,v. Decide for Christ, I pray you. Turn to the 
Lord \Vhile you may. "Nozt1· is salvation's day." 
Just nov.1-110-zv. If you \Vant to be saved, it must 
be now. 

Ho,v shall I get salvation? Do I hear you ask 
this? You have nothing to do, and nothing to be, 
except to be and O\vn \vhat you are, an utterly lost 
sinner. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.'' Come to 1-Iiin in your sins 
just where you are and as you are, this very 
moment, and Jesus ,viii save you. 
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What will He do? you m·ay say. 
Come and see ! 
Oh, but I a1n such a sinner; He must, He ,viii 

put 1ne from 1-Iim. 
No! He ,vill put your sins away, but you He ,vill. 

receive. The prodigal ca1ne as he ,.vas, and ,vas 
kissed ,vhile in his ,vant and misery. Then he 
got the best robe which fitted him for the father's 
house. Just so the sinner must come to Jesus by 
faith, ,vithout seeking in the slightest degree to fit 
himself for Christ. Your fitness for Christ is that 
you are a lost sinner, and need a Saviour; and, on 
the other hand, He is a Saviour looking ever about 
for the sinner ,vhose heart He can reach and touch, 
in order that He may save him. Come as you are 
to Him, and He ,vill save you on the spot. 

Ahvays remember this, that Christ does not help 
sinners; I-le saves them. When I talk of some one 
helping- me, l imply that I have a little strength; 
,vhen I say another saved me, I mean that my o,vn 
power ,vas gone utterly, and I ,vere lost ,vithout 
recovery but for the act of another. N o,v this is 
just the gospel in a nutshell. As says the apostle, 
" For ,vhen ,ve ,vere yet 1vithout strength, in due 
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tin1e Christ dz'ed for the ungodly" (Rom. v. 6). 
Ho\v simple and ho,v blessed! When ",vithout 
strength" (not trying to sho,v I had a little, by 
good ,vorks and reforming my life) and "ungodly," 
£.e., not having a single thing to commend me to 
God-then Christ died for me, and by His death 
I am cleansed from my sin and guilt, and made fit 
for the presence o( God. 

Reader, may God grant to you repentance unto 
life, faith to\.vards the I ... ord Jesus Christ, a daily 
,valk that tells louder than ,vords that your heart 
is Christ's ; and, should you be called to die sud­
denly, may you be able to say," I am going home." 



ffl11t11al 1\greeme11t. 

" WELL, is it all settled?" 
" No, indeed ; I wish with all my heart 

that it \Vere," \Vas the sad reply I got to my query. 
The speaker ,vas a tall well-dressed young man, of 
some five and twenty years, who \Vas coming out 
of the door of a large and crov1ded hall in the south 
of London, \vhere I had been, one l\tlonday even­
ing some years ago, preaching the gospel, speaking 
of the Lord's second comil}g. His grave and intel­
ligent face \Vas marked by deep ernotion, and de­
noted the soul-exercise he had passed through as 
he had been listening to the tale of grace which the 
Spirit of God had unfolded that night, followed by 
solemn appeals to the unconverted, in vie,v of the 
possibility of the Lord's immediate return, and the 
certain eternal ,voe that 1nust be the fate of the 
unprepared,. and hence unsaved,. soul. 

Arrested by my question, he stood still, as if 
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inviting further converse; so I went on, "But if 
you \Vish the matter settled, \vhy is it not 
settled?" 

" I really don't kno,v; but I fancy I don't under­
stand it." 

"Tell me, no,v, do you take your place as a really 
lost sinner before God, and are you anxious to be 
saved?" 

"Indeed I do. I am most anxious to be saved." 
"Are you willing to receive Jesus as your Saviour, 

just ,vhere you stand?" 
"I am most ,villing. I ,vish heartily I could say 

l1e ,vere my Saviour. I am quite prepared to 
receive 1--Iim." 

"Do you think I-Ic is willing to receive you?" 
"Ah! that is just the questi9n. If I ,vere only 

sure 'of that, I should be at rest." 
"Oh, my dear fello,v, rest assured on that score; 

I can ans,ver for Him as to that. Have you never 
read, ' This man receiveth sinners'? 11 ,vas my re­
joinder. More follov,ed, but still he sa\v not the 
truth; so, fancying· that he might be in business, 
and that an illustration might help him, I said, 
".t-\re you in business? " 
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11 Yes." 

l\iUTUAL AGREEMENT. 

"What line?" 
"Woollen goods-\vholesale," he replied, rather 

astonished at the sudden turn from things eternal 
to earthly matters. 

11 Suppose I turned up at your \Varehouse to­
morrov,, ,vould you be prepared to do business 
,vith me?" 

" Certainly." 
11 Well, suppose that I come ,vanting so many 

bales of cloth of a certain quality and price, you 
,vould be prepared to sell them?'' 

'' .l\1ost decidedly." 

" And ,vhen I have agreed to take and pay for, 
and you to sell and deliver these goods, \vhat ,vould 
you say about the matter?" 

" I should called it settled." 
11 And settled, ,vhat by?" 
" Mutual agreement," ,vas the reply. 
"Exactly so! I agree to take, and you to deliver. 

No,v, see: here you stand and tell me you are ,villing 
to receive the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, and God's 
Word says He is ,villing to receive you, a' sinner.' 
\Vhat do you call that ? " 
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" I should call that mutual agreement also," \Vas 
his slo\v but firm reply. 

" Yes ; Christ is agreed to receive you, and you 
are agreed to receive Him. Are you not at one in 
this matter? Are you not both of the same mind ? " 

"Dear me, how simple it is! I see it all clearly 
no\V, thank God. I just receive Christ sitnply by 
faith, and I-Ie receives me ? " 

"That is just it, and exactly as it is put in 
John i. I 1, I 2, ' He came unto his O\vn, and his 
own received him not. But as many as recez'ved

him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on !tis nante: \Vhich 
,vere born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the \vill of man, but of God/ You believe 
on 1-Iis name, don't you ? " 

"Yes, I most sincerely believe in the name of the 
Lord Jesus I " 

"Then God says that is ho\•V you receive Him: 
and receiving Jesus, you beco1ne a child of God ;
for, again, it is written, 'Ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus' (Gal. iii. 26). The 
moment you believe in Him really, you· receive 
Him, and beco1ne a child of God." 
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The cloud disappeared from his face, the anxiety 
departed, his eye ,vas lit up ,vith a ne,v-born joy; 
and, seizing and wringing my hand most ,varmly, 
he ,vent on his way, saying," Thank God. Thank 
you too. I see it all. It's so simple. -It's mutual 
agreement. I-le receives me, I receive Him, and 
no,v I'm a child of God. Good-bye, and God bless 
you ! '' 

Reader, can you say it is settled ? If not, why 
not? It must be that you are not willing, because 
Jesus is. I-Ie said to so1ne who listened to Him 
once, "Ye search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life; a.nd they are they ,vhich 
testify of me, and ye will not co111e to 1ne that ye 
might have life " (John v. 39, 40 ). 



'' lQct tlJcrc is ttloom." 
(LUKE xiv. 22, 23.) 

YET there is. roo1n I" To an an�io�s seeker
of salvation, ,vhat co1nfort 1s 111 these 

\Vords ! They tell that the door is yet open, that 
the voice of grace yet sounds, and that ,vhoever 
comes will be 1nade ,velcome ! 

But \vhere is it that "yet there is roo1n "? In 
the Father's house, the Saviour's home, at the 

"great supper,, vvhich God has spread, and to 
,vhich He has invited you, my reader. 

God ,vants you to be I-Iis guest. 1-Ie has spread 
I-Iis table with every bounty love could furnish, 
much less than our poor needy hearts could desire, 
and sent out 1-Iis servants ,vith the ,vord, "Come ; 
for all things are now ready.,, 

And \vhat is the result of this loving call? All 
invited have" made excuse." Man does not \Vant 
to be God's guest. God ,vants man's company, 
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but man does not \Vant God's, in such close 
proximity as a feast suggests, so he politely says, 
" I pray thee have me excused." 

Alas I "a piece of ground," "five yoke of oxen,U 
oi:; strangest of all, "a wife," sufficed to prevent the 
acceptance of God's ca11. There ,vas no heart. 
Had there been, the one just married ,vould have 
said, "vVhere I am wanted, my \vife will be ,vel­
come too ; I ,vill take her ,vith me." 

It is a sad picture, dear unsaved reader, of your 
heart, is it not ? But listen to me. God is in 
earnest. He will certainly have His house filled. 
If you ,vill not fill a seat in His house, some one 
else ,vill. Do not miss your opportunity, I beseech 
you. 

To you I now say again," YET TI-IERE IS ROO�I."

Oh, heed the ca11 of God. Where will you spend 
eternity? It must be ,vith hiin whose "guests are 
in the depths of hell;" or with God, ,vho no,v again 
invites you to be His guest in heavenly glory. 
Again He calls ; will you again ref use? Your life 
is wearing to a close. You began it a stranger to 
Jesus and His blessed salvation. Will you end it 
in the same dreadful state? God for bid I " Yet 
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there is room." Come 110\V to Jesus. All you 
have to do is to cast yourself sitnply on I-Iim. He 
has died, and risen again. The ,vork of atonement 
is accomplished. God1s claims are all met. The 
question of sin has been for ever settled on the cross. 
There He ",vho knev.r no sin, ,vas made sin for us;.

, 

and the sins of all who trust in Jesus have been 
borne for ever a,vay. Will you not trust Him? 

Had you anything to do, you might delay; but 
,vhen all is "finished," and all "ready,1' the only 
thing left for you to do is to co1ne, and appropriate 
in faith ,vhat love provides for your present and 
eternal blessing. 

J assure you God is ,vaiting to bless you. Nay, 
more, He is 1nost anxious about you being His 
guest. He says, "Co11ipel to co111e in." Are not 
these strange ,vords? They sho,v the reluctance 
on your side to come, and the earnestness on God's 
side to get you to co1ne. 

Oh, let me u compel" you to co1ne ere you drop 
this paper. God loves you ; vvhy do you ref use 
Him? Christ has died for sinners; ,vhy do you 
not believe Him 7 You are going straight to hell ; 
,vhy do you not turn to the Lord ? 

G 
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Have you no shrinking from the "\Vrath to 
come"? Do you not see the av.,ful folly of your 
present path? Blinded by Satan, sin, and the 
delusions. ofl this present \vorld, you are hurrying 
on to a scene of endless despair. Oh, sinner, you 
must ,vake up to your state. You are un,vashed, 
unpardoned, unclean, and unjustified, and you ,viii 
soon stand a self-condemned cri1ninal at the bar of 
God. Countless arc your sins indeed ; but the 
crc)\vning, damning one of all ,vill be this, that 
you refused _grace, despised mercy, rejected Christ, 
and II excused " yourself from being saved ; and, 
consequently, ensured your eternal damnation. 

Oh, my fello,v-sinner, I call on- thee. A,vakc, 
a,vake ! arouse thee. to thy danger; see thine i1n­
pending doom. 11 Escape for thy life," I beseech 
thee. "Compel to come in," ,varrants me in call­
ing on thee, ,vith all the earnestness and affection 
I possess, to turn to the Lord. " Yet there is roo1n,'' 
q1ay assure thee that, if thou dost but come, thy 
salvation is certain. 

But thou ·,nust no longer delay. God's house 
. is nearly full, J am sure. 11• Some guest will be the 
last," has been ,veil said ; and then the shut door 
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,vill solemnly thunder to lazy, half-a,vakened siri­
Qers,-N o room, no roo111, NO ROOM;! 

What crushing conviction will then possess the 
soul that finds itself too late I It will be ,villing, 
but too late; wishing, but too late; wanting, but 
too late; ,veeping, but too late ;· praying, but too 
late; pleading, but too late. Oh, ho\v dreadful! 

Reader, fancy yourself going do,vn to hell ,vith 
"yet there is room II resting on your 1nemory, and 
'' too late" ringing in your ears, and stamped in 
living characters of fire before your guilty, godless 
soul for ever. This must be. the fate of a gospel­
neglecting, a Christ-rejecting soul. Shall it be 
your fate? With you now lies the opportunity 
and the responsibility of accepting God's call. 

Once more, "Yet there is room." Oh, 1ny friend, 
be persuaded. Yield yourself. just no,v to the 
Saviour. I-Iis ,vords are s,veet and true. " Hiin 
that cometh unto 1ne, I ,vill in no ,vise cast out." 
Again, " 1-Ie that believeth on me hath everlasting 
life." 

Reader, farewell. May this appeal b� used of 
the I.:.ord to your. coming to Him while ")let there 

tS YOO Ill." 
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THIS title, dear reader, may seem a little.strange, 
but if ,vhat it involves has not yet taken place 

in your history, I trust it may now come to pass. 
You ,vill be an immense gainer by losing what the 
speaker, whose ,vords I quote, referred to. 

There are moments in the history of certain 
places, as \veil as souis, ,vhen God comes very nigh 
unto them. Such was the case in the to,vn of 
L-- some years ago, ,vhen a wave of gospel 
blessing rolled over the inhabitants thereof. God's 
Spirit ,vas ,vorking blessedly, and in some streets 
there ,vas scarce a house that grace did not visit 
and save some therein. In some cases whole house­
holds ,vere blessed. The gospel meetings, held in 
large halls, ,vere cro,vded ,vith attentive listeners, 
anxious inquirers, or rejoicing believers, many of 
them but just converted. Truly. they were blessed 
moments - " times of refreshing" - such as one 
longs and prays to see again. 
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Among any auditors, one Lord's Day evening, I 
observed a young person very deeply affected as 
the preaching ,vent on. The tale of the Lord's 
dying love, of the value of I-Iis blood, and of the 
interest of God in man's salvation, completely co1n­
manded her soul ; and tears flo,ved freely as she 
eagerly heard the Word. An "after-meeting" 
being announced, I observed that she kept her 
seat, so at a fitting moment I dre,v near and got 
into conversation v1fth her. She ,vas still weeping 
profusely, but no look of anxiety was on her face. 
Inquiring of her ,vhy she so wept, she replied, "Oh! 
I can't help it, after vvhat I have seen to-night." 

"And ,vhat have you seen to-night-yourself a 
lost sinner, and Jesus a living, loving Saviour?" 

"Yes, that's Just it._ I never sa,v things before 
as I see them to-night." 

"Then the Spirit of God has sho,vn you yourself 
to-night as an utterly lost, ungodly sinner in God's 
sight?" 

" Yes, I see that most clearly. l 've seen that I 
am utterly helpless and lost," and here the tears 
rolled faster than ever. 

"And ,vhat else have you seen?" 
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IC I have seen that Jesus loved me, \Vhen I ,vas a 
poor ,vicked sinner; and that He gave Himself for 
me, and died for me on the cross, bearing my sins, 
and God's judgment of them." 

"That is a blessed thing to have learnt. And 
no,v, tell me, ho\v many of your sins did Jesus bear 
on the cross ? " 

IC I believe I-le bore them all, every one of them,ii 
she replied. 

"And ho\v many of them did He blot out from 
God's sight, by His precious blood, ,vhen He so 
hung on the cross?" 

" I believe He blotted them every one out," was 
her emphatic reply, "for it says, 'The blood of 
Jesus. Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin:'" 

"Good. That is faith. And if He died for 
them all, and blotted them all out ,vhen I-le shed 
His pr�cious blood for you on the tree, ho,v many 
do you ·suppose He forgives you to-night, no\v that 
you believe in Him?" 

·" I believe He fo1:gives them all, every one," she
replied, ,vith.a fresh flood of tears, \vhich had, ho,v­
ever, the manifest appearance of tears of joy, as 
indeed they ,vere. 
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"Quite right, my dear friend," I rejoined ; "you 
have a Divine ,varrant for knowing that. To a 
poor sinner, \Veeping at His feet, the blessed 
Saviour once said, ' Thy sins are forgiven,- tlly 
faitlt !Lath saved thee; go in peace,-' and He says 
the same 110,v to _you, depend upon it. Of all ,vho 
trust in I-Iim it is truly ,vritten, 'In whoni we ltave 
rede111ption t!troug/t. his blood, the forgiveness <>f 
s�·ns, according to the riches of his grace' (Eph. 
i. 7). And, if I understand you aright, you are
no,v, for the first time in your life, assured that
your sins are all blotted out, and forgiven through
the finished ,vork and present grace of the
Saviour?"

"Yes, thank God, I am quite sure about it no,v," 
she replied, and her face, radiant ,vith joy, bespoke 
the in,vard sense of the Lord's forgiving love. 

"Th
_
at is an immense 1nercy, and no\v that the 

Lord Jesus has so greatly blessed you, 111ay I ask 
ho,v much of your heart are you going to give to 
Him?" 

" I couldn't give Him any," ,vas her sincere and 
simple, but, nevertheless, to me astounding ans,ver. 

"Couldn't give f-lim any?" I replied in nmaze-
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ment. "What can you mean? Here you sit and 
tell me that, for the first time in your life, you have 
learnt that Jesus has borne all your sins on the 
cross, sustained all the judgment due to them and 
you, blotted them all out, and forgiven them all

this night, and then you add that you 'couldn't give 
Him any' of that heart of yours that should be 
His, entirely His, henceforth.u 

"I have none left to give," was her quiet reply, 
11 HE STOLE IT A\VAY IN THE lVIEETING.11 

"Ah! I see what you mean no,v. He ,von 
your love by the revelation of His o,.vn." 

"Just so; ,vhile you ,vere speaking to-night of 
Him, and His love in dying for such as me, before I 
kne,v it I ,vas dra,vn to· Hi1n, and 1ny heart is His, 
not 1nine, henceforth." 

Reader, has your. heart yet been stolen ? You 
are just beginning a Ne,v Year. Most likely many 
a kindly voice has ,vished you a "Happy Ne,v 
Year." With all 1ny heart I ,vish you the sa1ne. 
Would you have a certain receipt for it? Taste 
the love of His heart,-" the lov,e of Christ that 
passetl1 kno,vledge," and let Him, in return, 
simply and unreservedly, have the love of yours, 
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and this year and every other shall be truly happy. 
For "blessed are all they that put their trust in 
him," and each such one may add, "Thou ,vilt sho,v 
rne the path of life; in. thy presence is fulncss of 
joy ; at thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore" ( Ps. xvi. I I). 
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RETURNING from preaching the gospel in 
Glasgo,v a fe,v nights ago, I found t\vo 

young men the only occupants of the compartment 
of the train l ,vas in. To each of them I gave a 
different little book, viz., "The Two Alexanders," 
and "The Young Doctor," but each narrating God's 
grace to a young man in the old Edinburgh In­
firmary, 110\.V pulled do\.vn. They each read their 
respective book carefully, and· at the first ·stopping­
place one young man got out, first requesting that 
he might keep the little boo_k, as he would like to 
read it again, a request f \vas only too glad to 
comply ,vith. 

Left alone with my, other fello,-v-traveller, ,vho 
had been reading II The Young Doctor," [ said, 
"Wel1, could you die like that young doctor?" 

"No, indeed, I couldn't; I ,vish I could though." 
'-' God's grace it \Vas that saved hi1n : can it not 

:,;ave you also r II 
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" I'm sure I don't know. I ,vish it c_ould. I 
kno,v I'm not· saved, and though I think about it 
sometimes I can never see through it; I can't get 
to the bit somehow." 

"Then evidently you have sometimes thought 
serious]y about your sou], and eternity, and that 
you have to meet God some day?" 

"Yes, and I have had som·e solemn warnings too." 
"What ,vere they?" 
" I ,vork a steam crane, and twice J have fallen 

off a great height and been badly h\,lrt; and du.dng­
the summer, the rocks ,vhere \Ve ,,vere \voi:king ,vere 
struck by lightning. The smell of brim$tonc \Vas 
awful, but I \Vas not hurt;" 

"And did you not feel that God was speaking to 
you in all this? JI

"Yes; and for a ,vhile-about three months-I 
did my best to be a Christian, bi1t then the impres­
sion v:ore off; and I gave ,va.y to temptation, and 
I'm as bad a� �ver." 

"That is sad ! but I fear you ,vere tryiog to b� 
religious as many do, and that's a grand mistake:" 

" Perhaps I did ; but, any ,vay, I knou1 f'1J1 all

1vronG'." 
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"That is the first �tep to getting right, my 
friend," I replied; and then putting the gospel 
simply before him, I trust he ,vas led to see that 
Christ saves the lost out-and-out \Vithout any doings 
on their part, and \Vas. led to simply trust in Him. 

This young man is just a sample of thousands 
around us,-perhaps the counterpart of your history, 
my dear reader. Is it so? Have you not had 
warning after ,varning from God? Ho\v have you 
heeded them? Have you been endeavouring to 
turn over a ne,v leaf and lead a better life, in the 
hope-oh, ho,v vain !-of fitting yourself for God's 
presence? No greater delusion could possibly 
possess your soul. It ,vill be a great day in your 
history ,vhen you \vake up to say,'' I know /'11z all 
wrong I" It was the 1noment of blessing for the 
pro�iga1 ,vhen, in the far country, he said, " I 
perish ,vith hunger." Friend, have you ever yet 
'' come to yourself'' ,vith this appalling discovery, 
"I'm all v,rong" - not partly wrong, but "all 
,vrong"? When you discover this, you are at one 
,vith Ge-d's thoughts about you, for He has said, 
"There is none righteous, no, not one; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one ; for all have 
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sinned and come short of the glory of God " 
(Rom. iii.). 

Let me beseech of you, if you have never yet 
judged yourself according to God's Word, so to do 
,vithout one hour's delay. This year of God's grace 
is fast fleeting by, let it not go past you, and leave 
you as it found you,'' all \vrong." Oh, do come to 
Jesus. He is waiting to bless and save you. Only 
trust Him simply. He has done the ,vork that tan 
blot out all your many sins; all you need to do is 
to cast yourself simply on Him. "Acquaint no,v 
thyself ,vith him and be at peace, thereby good 
shall come unto thee." To delay is folly of the 
deepest kind. Who can count on to-morro,v? A 
lease of your house, your shop, your farm, you may 
have; but not of your life. So put not off until 
to-md.rro\V ,vhat, if you are ,vise you ,vill do to-day, 
viz., come as you are to the Saviour, and let Him 
save you. O,vn your guilt, your need, your misery, 
and then taste His grace, His love, His mercy. 
Think not to bring anything, all He ,vants is an 
e1npty heart, that I-le may fill it \Vith His love,_:_a 
burdened conscience, that He may purge it ,vith 
His blood. 
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May you be enabled, dear readei-, to s'imply trust 
Him, and then, truly tasting "that the • Lord is 
gracious," pass ou your \Vay no longer " all \Vrong," 
but all right, happy in His love, and \vaiting for 
His co•ming ! 

The Lord Himself fill you with the sense of His 
grace and love ; and, in conclusion, v.rith all 1ny heart 
can l say, "No,v the God of peace that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his vvill, ,vorking in you that 
which is ,vell pleasing in his sight through Jesus 
Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

AlVIEN." 



mo JlOll f9opc, Llt lilnow, tl)at you 
IJauc <!ttcr11al €if c ? 

TH IS question, dear reader, is one of the deepest 
i1nportance, and your ans,ver ,vill evidence 

either that you are, if hoping, still in uncertainty as 
to the salvation of your precious soul, and con­
sequently without peace with God ; or, if knowin,g:,
in the conscious enjoyment of God's grace to\vard 
you through the Lord Jesus Christ, in ,vhom you 
believe. 

Most of those to ,vho1n I put 1ny query decidedly 
ans,ver, '' I !tofe, 11 very frequently adding, " it is 
i1npossible to know." If you agree ,vith such a 
reply, al]o,v 1ne to sho\v yoll from Scripttfre that it 
is not only possible, but actually conte1nplated by 
God, th�t \,Vhoever believes in I-:Iis Son should n_ot 
only have etern�l life, but kno,v that it is possessed 
even 110,v. To effect my object, I cannot do better 
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than relate ho,v one who, like you, " hoped," was led 
to " know." 

I was preaching the gospel in the south of 
Ireland, having but one evening to devote to that 
particular place. In the afternoon a young believer 
informed me that her mother had promised to 
come to the gospel meeting at night. She ,vas an 
elderly person, by no means opposed to the things 
of God, but had never given evidence of having 
simply received the truth of the gospel in its peace­
giving power. Anxious as the daughter was for 
her mother's blessing, she ,vas nevertheless impor­
tunate that I should not speak personally to her 
for fear of her being offended, and laid rather a 
strict embargo on my lips should I happen to come 
in contact with the old lady. 

At the close of the evening gospel meeting, as I 
,vas standing near the door, I sa,v Mrs H-­
(,vhom 1 recognised from the afternoon's conversa­
tion) passing slo,vly out. Offering her a little tract, 
and at the same time expressing a wish that she 
might receive no hann on her ,:vay home from the 
rain (,vhich ,vas falling in torrents), she replied that 
she. did not think she ,vould, and further, that she 
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,vas glad she had co1ne, for she had much enjoyed 
the meeting. 

As I had been speaking on the text, "Be it 
knozvn, therefore, unto you that the SALVATION OF 

Goo is sent unto the Gentiles, and they \vill hear 
it" (Acts xxviii. 28), I added, " I trust you now 
kno,v the salvation of God, and have eternal life." 

" I !,ope so," ,vas her reply, showing no desire to 
pass me. 

"But ,vhy should you only 'hope,' my friend, 
,vhen God ,vishes you to 'kno,v·' that, if believing 
in His Son, you have eternal life?" 

"Well, sir, I believe in the Son of God, and all I 
can say, is I 'hope,' and I don't think any one can 
'"know' as long as they are in this ,vorld." 

" If you \vill perinit me," I ans\vered, " I \vill 
show you just one little verse in the Word of God 
\Vhich \viii settle that matter definitely." 

"You need not trouble yourself," said she, '' I 
kno\v the Word of God well. Ever, since I was a 
child I have studied it, and I don't believe there is 
a verse you can sho\v me that I d9n't kno,v." 

" Just one, Mrs H-- " 
" Well, \Vhere is it?" said she. 

H 
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Taking her large-print Bible from her hands, I 
found and read to her, "These things have I

\VRITTEN unto you that BELIEVE in the name of 
the Son of God, that ye may KNOW that ye HAVE

eternal life" ( I John v. 13). I read it a second 
time, and then said, "Do you believe in the name 
of the Son of God?" 

"I do,'' \Vas the emphatic reply. 
"You reaJly do own that you are a lost sinner 

needing salvation, and that nothing but the blood­
shedding of the Son of God could avail to put 
a,vay your sins." 

" I do." 
" You repudiate all thought of salvation by your 

O\vn works, confess that you are an undone, guilty, 
lost sinner, and now simply believe in the name of 
the Son of God ? " 

"I do,U was again the short and sincere ans\ver 
I got. 

"Well, then, granting all that, have you eternal 
life? " 

" I hope so." 
"Oh;" \Vas my reply, " I see it 110\V; in the days 

\Vhen you went to school, \vhich is, of course, a 
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great \vhile ago, they used to spell differently then 
from no,:v.'' 

" Ho,v so sir ? u
, 

"Why, IC-N-0-\:V used to spell HOPE in those 
days?" 

" Not at all, sir." 
"\¥hat did they spell?" 
"Why, of course, they spelt KNOVv the same 

then as now." 
"There is a mistake somevvhere,'' I replied, 

" there must be, for you s_ay you believe in the 
name of the Son of God, and I-Ie says; 'These thiDgs 
have I .,vritten unto you that believe in the name of 
the Son of God, that ye may KNOvV that ye have 
eternal life,' and you stand there and tell me that 
you only ltope you have it." 

"Let me see that verse myself," said the old 
lady, suiting her actions to her words by diving 
her hand into her pocket and taking out and adjust­
ing her spectacles. Once and again she read slo,\'ly 
to herself, and then most emphatically out aloud, 
" These things have I written unto you. that BELIEVE

ON TI-IE NAME OF TIIE SON OF Goo, that ye 1nnJ1

KNOW that ye HAVE ETERNAL LIFE." The Spirit 



I 16 DO YOU HOPE, OR KNO\V, 

of God blessed her perusal of the sacred message, 
and filled her heart \Vith peace as she believed it. 
" Hope,, died on the spot, and faith and amaze­
ment mingled had full possession of her soul. 

Looking up, she no\v added, " Well, is it not 
strange? For, often as I have read the Epistle of 
John, I never sa,v that verse yet. Of course I must 
have read it, for I am very fond of St Joh n's 
,vritings, but I never sa,v it in the light I do no,v. 
I am very glad you spoke to me, sir, and sho,ved 
me that verse. Dear me, ho,v dark I have been, 
and there it ,vas all the time and so plain too ; I

wonder I never saw it before ! '' 
11 \N'ell, thank God you see it no,v, and you 

believe it simply as it stands, don't you ?" 
"Oh, yes, there's no roo1n left for 'hoping' or 

doubting now; I'm sure no,v, and I have to thank 
you for dra,ving my attention to the Lord's Word.0

We had a little more conversation,. and then, 
seeing that she ,vas no\v resting simply on the 
Lord and His blessed \vritten Word, I bade her 
"Good-night,'' closing our short and o_nly possible 
earthly intervie,v \Vith this question, "And no,v, 
Mrs I-I--, if a friend meets you on your way 
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home and asks, ' Have you eternal life?' ,vhat 
shall you say?" With a face now beaming \vith 
joy in the assurance of God's salvation; she replied, 
"I should tell them that I KNO\V I HAVE IT because 
I believe in Jesus, and God has said, ' These 
things have I written unto you that believe in the 
name of the Son of God, that. ye may. kno,v that 
ye have eternal life.' Good-night, and good-bye, 
sir." 

To her it \Vas truly a good night, and to me 
truly good-bye, for not many \veeks after the dear 
old lady passed away to be for ever \Vith the Lord, 
in the s\veet enjoyment of the present possession of 
eternal life. 

And now, my dear reader, I trust you ,vill be as 
simple as ,vas the one of ,vhom I have \Vritten. If 
you kno\v that you are a ruined, lost sinner ( and 
you must kno,v it if you accept the testimony of 
the Word of God), just look av,ay from yourself 
simply to Jesus. You ,vill never get peace by 
looking to yourself, or tr!}dng to realise or feel 
assurance. This only is obtained by simply 
receiving God's testimony to you. You must 
receive His witness to you before there can be any 
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,vitness £n you. Nothing can be simpler. I must 
be in a relationship in order to enjoy its proper 
affections, or fulfil its duties. I must know that I 
am a son of God before I can feel like one ; so 
must you. I must kno\v (and I do kno,v) from 
God's Word that I "have eternal life," before I can 
(and I do) feel that I have it; so 1nust you. 



'' Q!IJi!i Jl1ear tlJ011 alJalt IDic." 

GOD usually ,varns before He judges. So in-
finite is His mercy and grace that, perhaps, 

even one might not go beyond the truth in saying 
that He ahvays does. Scripture abounds with 
instances. Sodom was visited by t\.vo heavenly 
messengers the day before the fire of God consumed 
it (Gen. xix.). Pharaoh had \Varnings in abundance 
long before his final doom. His chariot ,vheels 
came off some hours before he "sank as lead in the 
mighty \vaters. ' 1 (Exod. xiv., xv.). The impious 
Chaldean monarch had his \Varning \vritten before 
his eyes by the " fingers of a 1nan1s hand,'' and from 
the lips of Daniel heard, " God hath numbered thy 
kingdorn and finished it," hours before the enemy 
gained ingress to the city, yet "in that night ,vas 
Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldeans, slain 11 (Dan. 
v.). Judas got his ,varning ,vhen the Lord said, 
"One of you shall betray me. 11 I-Ie heeded it not, 
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and ,vent " to his own place" (John xiii., Acts i.). 
Pilate ,vas well and wisely ,varned, -when, even on 
the judgment seat, h� got the 1nessage trom his 
,vife, "Have thou nothing to do ,vith that just 
man." Disregarding it, he signed the Lord's death­
,varrant, and ,vho shall say not his own at the same 
moment of time? 

How different might have been the end, for time 
and eternity, of all these men, had God's warning 
been heeded, His message believed, and I-Iis mercy 
besought ; had repentance and self-judgment taken 
the place of unbelief and indifference. 

The five words which head this paper ,vere 
God's ,varning message to another 1nan. I-Iananiah 
,vas a false prophet. Unsent of God, he pro­
phesied lies in I� is name. To him came the ,vord 
of God, " Hear no,v, 1-Iananiah, the Lord hath not 
sent thee ; but thou makest this people to trust 
in a lie. Therefore, thus saith the Lord, Behold, I 
,vii] cast thee from off the face of the earth ; this 

year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught 
rebellion against the Lord. So Hananiah the 
prophet died the same year, in the· seventh month" 
(Jer. xxviii. 15-17). 



"TllIS VEAR THOU SHALT DIE." 12 I 

It \V'as in the fifth month of the year (see ver. 1) 
that Hananiah uttered his false prophecy and got 
his \.Yarning- 11 this year thou shalt die " ; and 
" Hananiah the prophet died the sante ;1ear, in the 
seventh month," is God's record of \vhat took place. 
I-I is ,vord ever co1nes true. 

Reader, have you ever thought that God may 
have spoken as to you, " This 11ear thou shalt die.11 

May I ask, Arc you ready to die? Are you con­
verted ? Are you prepared to meet God? Are 
your sins all ,vashed away? If not, you ·have not 
much time left. A fe,v more brief days and this 
year \Vill be numbered in the past, and if"THIS YEAR

THOU SHALT DIE II apply to you, it surely behoves 
vou to be on the alert. 

Very likely you ,vill say-Ho,v do you kno,v I 
shall die this year? I do not kno,v it, nor affirm 
it, but God kno,vs, and if your days on earth are 
nu1nbered, ,vhere ,viii you go ,vhen you die? Will 
you spend eternity in heaven or hell? There is no 
third place. Annihilation is 'a lure of the devil to 
get careless sinners to go on in sin till it be too 
late. Believe it not, my friend. Dear unsaved. 
f ello,v-sinner, death is before you-t,,·o deaths. 
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"It is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment." What is that? The second 
death, ,vhich Rev. xxi. 8 describes as " the lake 
,vhich burneth ,vith fire and brimstone." Surely, 
to die once is enough. Then you pass out of man's 
sight, but do not cease to exist. In the second 
death you pass out of God's sight, but, appalling 
thought, exist as long as He does. He is the 
eternal God, and yours ,vill be eternal judgmenf. 

Really, my friend, it is time you ,vere alive to 
your future. You need not .be a gross, scandalous 
sinner to ensure these two deaths. You have only 
to go on quietly as you are, in unbelief, and dis­
regard of God's ,vord (and He may be giving you 
you,, warnz"ng by this paper, viz.," This ;,ear THOU

shalt dz'e "), to seal your eternal doom. 
Quite possibly you may argue-The chances are 

greatly against my dying this year, it has nearly 
sped by, and I am young and hale. 

So may have retorted three young men, in the 
full possession of health and strength, as they, one 
\\'eek evening, heard a friend of mine preach from 
the ,vords, "This year thou shalt die." The next 
evening the mangled corpses. of all the three ,vere 
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found in a raihvay cutting. Crossing this, as a 
short ,vay home from work, an express train over­
took and �le,v them. As to their souls and eternity, 
nothing was kno,vn. They had never confessed 
Christ, but God had coupled the gospel ,vith • the 
,varning they heard over-night. 

Death has indeed been busy this year, and my 
unsaved reader may v,ell heed the poet's ,vords :-

" Both old and young the dart of death 
Lays level with the dust ; 

So, reader, whilst you still have breath 
Make Christ alone ,your trust." 

Your heart, sinner, is the target at which death 
relentlessly shoots his arro,vs, and possibly, even 
as you read this, the shaft is being put to the bo,v 
,vhich shall fulfil the solemn ,vords, "Th.is year 
thou shalt die." 

For a man to continue in his sins. unrepentant, 
unforgiven, unwashed, unsaved, ,vhen grace is call­
ing him to a Saviour, is folly of the deepest dye. 
\Vho can gainsay it? Do you, my reader? Let 
me tell you ,vhat has happened "this year" to 
others. I ,vas holding som<" special gospel meetings 
in a country village, lasting over a month. The 
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last night I spoke on Acts xvii., ,vhere Paul at 
Athens II preached unto them Jesus and the resur­
rection," and then added, " God . . . no,v com­
mandeth all 111en everywhere to repent ; because he 
hath appointed a day in the ,vhich he ,.vill judge the 
,vorld in righteousness by that Man ,vhom he hath 
ordained; ,vhereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men in that he hath raised him from the dead,, 
(vers. 30, 31 ). The effect on his hearers is thus 
given: "And ,vhen they heard of the ·resurrection 
of the dead so111e mocked ; and others said, T1Ve will 
hear thee again of this matter. So Paul departed 
from ·among them. Ho,vbeit certain men clave 
unto him, and believed" (vers. 32, 34). His audience 
,vas split into three classes-1nockers, procrastina­
tors, and believers. That njght I pressed greatly 
the folly of procrastination. One man, noted for 
his godlessness and indifference, who ,vas present, 
fell dead next day without one moment's warning. 
and ,vith no confession of Christ on his lips. He 
had. got his ,varning over-night, " This year thou 
shalt die," but I fear heeded it not. 

Again, a Christian man I knov,, repeatedly 
brought an acquaintance to hear the gospel from 
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my lips during the past sumrner. At the end of 
the meeting I, on t\vo or three occasions, spoke 
,vith him. At first he treated the matter of his 
soul's salvation rather jocularly. The last time I 
sa,v him he ,vas more sober, but unsaved, and 
undecided, and said, " I ,vill hear you again." He 
did not, nor ever ,vill. A fe,v days later his friend 
heard him humming-

" I can believe, I do believe, 
That Jesus died for 1ne." 

'' Is that tnie? " said the Christian. "No 11 \Vas 
' 

the honest, but sad ans,ver, 11 hut I ,vish it were." 
Ten days later, he suddenly fell on the pavement, 
became unconscious, and in t\velve hours passed 
into eternity, ,vith no further testimony that is 
kno,vn. God had said," THIS YEAR TI-IOU SJ.TALT

DIE," and he had got his \Varning. 
Depend upon it, my reader, you are getting 

yours. These solemn facts are true, and, if you 
are inclined to regard them as mere coincidences, 
,vhich preacher and ,vriter of the present day are 
,vont to cite, let me affectionately urge on you to 
carefully peruse, yea, get off by heart, the follo,ving 



I 26 "THIS YEAR THOU SHALT DIE." 

,veighty ,vords of one long since gone to his rest. 
Truly wrote Young :-

cc By nature's law, what may be, may be now;

There's no prerogative in human hours. 
In huma.n hearts what bolder thought can rise, 
Than tnan's presumption on to-morrow's da,vn? 
\Vhere is to-n1orrow? In another world. 
For numbers this is certain; the reverse 
Is sure to none; and yet on this perliaps, 
This peradventure, infa1nous for lies, 
As on a rock of adamant, we build 
Our mountain hopes·; spin our eternal schen1cs, 
As we the fatal sisters could out-spin, 
And, big with iife's futurities, expire. 

Not e1en Pld!a11der had bespoke his shroud: 
Nor had he cause; a warning.was denied. 
How tllany fall as sudden, not as safe? 
As sudden, though for years adn1onish'cl ho1ne 

Of hu1nan ills the last extre1lle beware, 
Ilcware, Lorenzo I a s!o1t1, sudden death. 
How dreadful that deliberate surprise I 
Be wise to-day; 'tis madness to defer'; 
Next day the fatal precedent will plead; 
Thus on, till ,visdom is pushed _out of life: 
Procrastination is the thief of ti01e; 
Year after year it steals, till ail are fled, 
And to the n1ercies of a mo1nent leaves 
The vast concerns of an eternal scene.· 
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If not so frequent, would not this be strange? 
That 'tis so frequent, this is stranger still.'' 

Such ,vords should be. graven on the heart of 
every procrastinator. Reader, are you such ? Let 
me urge you to at once come to Jesus. You may 
,vell trust Him. Trusting Him, pardon, peace, and 
eternal life are yours. For the Christian there is 
nothing but glory ,vith Christ ahead of him. I-le 
has a title ,vithout a fla\.v to that glory. It is his 
Saviour's blood. He has a prospect ,vithout a 
cloud. Every cloud is gone. The sin that ,vas his 
has been borne by Jesus. The death and judgment, 
that sin demand, have been endured by Jesus, in 
his room and stead. Thus he has "peace ,vith 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

For the believer death, should it come, is but 
the door,vay into glory. I stood at the bedside of 
an aged believer but a ,veek since. Among her 
last ,vords, as she quietly winged her ,vay to glory, 
,vere these :-

" So calm, so safe, so satisfied, 
The soul that clin•gs to Thee." 

Co1ne, say, dear friend, ,vill you not turn to 
Jesus no,v and believe on Him? Let me entreat 
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you. All the ,vork has been done by J e_sus 
"It is finished," is the legacy of the dying Saviour 
t0 the needy sinner. Recei've this priceless heir­
loo1n

1 and then, should God's will be that "tin's 

year tlzou shalt dz'e," your happy portion ,vill be ,: 'to 
depart and be ,vith Christ, vvhich is far better." 

It is important to reme1nber, that the believer 
is not looking for death, but for the Lord's second 
coming. Cheering indeed are the ,vords, "God hath 
not.appointed us to vvrath, but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, :wlzo dz'ed for us, that, vvhether 
,ve watch or sleep ,ve should live together vvith him" 
( 1 Thess. v. 9, 10). " To live togetlter witli h·h11.0 

There, dear fello,v-believer, is our eternal destiny. 
"And they have no rest day nor night" (Rev. xiv. 
I I) solemnly describes the eternity of the lost soul. 

May God, in His infinite goodness, lead you, my 
reader, if hitherto undecided for Christ, this moment 
to decide for I-Iim, for, again I repeat, concerning 
you the word may have gone out of His lips­
a word of ,varnirig-v,hich though unheeded \Vill 
not be unremembered in hell -

" THIS VEAR THOU SHALT DIE." 
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