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THE SIN-CRISIS.

I

WHEN two equal forces are directed at right angles upon agiven

moveable object, that object will move in the direction of neither

force, but in a direction intermediate to both. So is it with uswhen

acted upon by the carnal heart and the Gospel ofthe grace ofGod.

Wehave endeavoured clearly to set before our readers the simple

truth as it is in Jesus; but it generally happens, that, on account of

our natural blindness and opposition, that truth has to take an-

other thanthe direct course in reaching our hearts, and in savingour

souls. In the foregoing papers we have set forth "the glorious Gos-

pel of Christ," as it is to be found in the Holy Scriptures; and we

have encouraged all to draw near to embrace it, "with a trueheart,

in full assurance of faith. " We are now to show the way bywhich

sinners, on account of their ignorance, have to be brought to know

thetruth of the Gospel, as a personal experience; and, by the Spirit

and Providence of God, to enjoy its sanctifying and saving power.

Afterwhat we have already written, we hope to be understood as

attaching no merit to legal struggles, " frames, and feelings," when

we endeavour to describe the general experience of sinners savedby

grace. The sin-crisis as describedby us in the present pamphlet, must

be experienced either before or after conversion; and it is an expe-

rience which will make us "walk softly" whenever it comes.

believe all who are saved, are more or less convinced of sin previ-

ous to conversion, for Jesus says, " I came not to call the righteous,

but sinners to repentance;" but in the case of some, it may be so

blended with the experience of the love of God in Christ, that it is

not strong, or very distinctly recognised. It is, however, the con-

scious sinner that Jesus saves; or else, if there be no consciousness

of sin and danger, salvation is an unmeaning term, and conversion

is a piece of unintelligible mysticism. In the case of those whohave

had,no religious education, and who, at the same time, have run

greedily in the ways of the world, conviction of sin is generally over-

whelming-the sin- crisis comes before conversion; while in the case

ofthose who have had athorough religious training, convictionmay

be very feeble and gradual before conversion, and the sin-crisismay

take place months and even years subsequent to conversion, and

generally onthe back of some declension from the " first love" and
earnest service of conversion-times. But we hold that until a soul

is truly humbled in the dust, under deep conviction of sin, no great

progress canbe made in the divine life. The writer would rejoice

ifhis " Leadings of the Lord" should, by the divine blessing, prove

effectual in producing this desirable state of soul in the case of even

one reader, and in leading to a wider knowledge of the human

heart, and the ways of God as he brings His people to the experi-

ence ofHis love and grace in Christ Jesus our Lord.
But let no perishing sinner hanker after the mere accidents of con-

version and salvation. On the contrary, be in earnest to have

Christ in you the hope of glory, and leave the manner of his en-

trance entirely in His own hands.



THE LEADINGS OF THE LORD.

I. THE PATH OF PEACE.

THE Apostle Peter writes, that there are " given unto us exceed-

ing great and precious promises;" and certainly that blessed

passage in Isaiah, chap. xlii. 16, contains some that are " ex-

ceeding great and precious." Only listen to your Shepherd's

voice, and you will wonder at the gracious words which proceed

out ofHis mouth : " I will bring the blind by away that they

knew not; I will lead themin paths that theyhave not known:

Itwill make darkness light before them, and crooked things

straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake

them." How exceeding great and precious to our souls are such

promises as these! How cheering in this wilderness to hear

"thevoice ofmyBeloved," saying, " Lo, I am with youalway !"

Our Redeemer is ever near. The good Shepherd goeth before

his sheep, and leadeth them forth by the right way, though it be

"by away they knew not."

Mybeloved friends, let me remindyou, that he brought you

bya wayyou knew not, when he made you "his people, and

the sheep of his pasture." In your spiritual ignorance you

wished tobebrought to Jesus by away of your own, and you

hadthe whole way pictured out; and it seemed quite amazing

toyou that the Lord should set your way entirely at nought.

You thought that your way of being brought to Jesus and to

enjoypeacewasthe right way; andyet Godhad no pleasure in

it. You professed to renounce the deeds of the law to put onthe

righteousness of Christ, to acknowledge the necessity of regene-

rating grace, and to live by faith on the Son of God. But,

though your professionwas right, your practice was wrong: for,

onaccount of the blindness ofyour heart, you missed the narrow

way, thenewand living way, and walked in the way ofanxiety

rather than in the way of heavenly peace. Some of you

struggled hard to make for yourselves a religious way into the

presence of the Holy One of Israel. You wouldfain have formed

a pavement of glistering goodness by which to come near the
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great andmightyGod. You resolved to be correct in your conduct;

youwould be devout and instant in prayer; you would strive

to have good hearts and holy thoughts ; you would make vows

and resolutions; you would peruse the Scriptures with great

diligence, and be constant and earnest in your attendance on all

the duties and ordinances of religion. How manypoor souls are

continually building at this tower of Babel, whose top, they

imagine, will reach toheaven ! And yet, when the Lord comes

down to bring them to himself, the first thing he does is to con-

found them, and stop the building of the tower ! He first con-

founds all Babel-builders, whom he means to teach a more excel-

lent way. When you were arrested by the Lord, was it not very

difficult to stand still and see all your religion levelled by the

great Spirit, who alone can show the King's highway to Zion-

travellers ? You confessed yourselves lost ; but, that you might be

made thoroughly to feel it, the good Spirit was commissioned to

openyour eyes more fully to your true condition. Your sins

were set in order before you : you were made to feel that they

formed mountain-barriers between you and your God. Your

conscience felt burdened, and all hope of salvation was cut off.

The sorrows of death compassed you; and the waves of wrath

appeared ready to overwhelm your soul. Ah, how mysterious

and strange ! Yet this is God's way, that he may lay souls in

the very dust. He leads to such views of sin as to show them

that it deserves infinite punishment ; and in their mental

anguish they are brought to descend, as it were, into the very

depths of the " horrible pit," and to lie there crying, individu-

ally, "God be merciful to me, a sinner." And when by the

mercy of God they are saved, they can sing with intelligence

that awful, joyful song, " I will glorify thy name for evermore ;

forgreat is thy mercy toward me, and thou hast delivered my

soul from the lowest hell." The Holy Ghost, though called the

Comforter, gives no comfort to carnal hearts. On the contrary,

he leads the lost one to Sinai, and makes him hear the thunders

of Jehovah, and gaze upon the flashing lightnings of his ven-

geance, and listen to the awful curses of his broken law. He

can give you no comfort in your sins ; and it is more than

likely that he will so convince you of sin that your conscience

will be lashed into a fearful storm, and the fierce tempest of the

Almighty will appear to sweep over your soul. And when you

stand " trembling and astonished," and know not which way to

turn, he will take you by your right hand and lead you to the

cross of Calvary; and while he reminds you even there that
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ourGod is a consuming fire," he will bid you "behold the

Lamb:" and, as you look, you will hear a voice from that cruci-

fied One, speaking peace and saying, " I am the way; no man

cometh to the Father but by me ;" and, " Him that cometh I will

in no wise cast out" This is the newand living way-the only

way of salvation, yet a way we knew not, and never should have

known had we been left to ourselves.

And, before going further, let me solemnly ask you, what is

your individual experience of this way? Have all my readers

been broughtto God byGod's ownway, ofconviction ofsin, and

application of the blood of Jesus ? Happy are ye if the Lord is

your shepherd ! Oh, what a blessing it is to be made to cease

fromman and from self, and to lie passive in the wilderness be-

fore the good Shepherd, and allow Him to bring us to Himself

inHis ownblessed way, ofconviction, pardon, and peace ! Oh,

how desirable it is to be washed in the blood of atonement, and

clothed in the spotless righteousness of Emmanuel ! This is

God's method-God's holy way ; and truly it is a way we knew

not a way we nevershould have known, had not He who com-

manded the light to shine out of darkness shined into our hearts,

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory ofGod in the face

of Jesus Christ .

But Jesus is given to be a leader to his people to the end of

time-yea, throughout eternity, for it is written, " They shall

hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun

light on them, nor anyheat : for the Lamb which is in the midst

of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them to living foun-

tains of waters ; and God shall wipe away all tears from their

eyes."

Let us now consider some of the terrestrial leadings of this

same Jesus, who shall lead his people in the celestial country.

He says, " I will lead them in paths they have not known."

When the Lord leads sinners to himselfin his own gracious way

it is that they may remain with him as his sheep, and follow

him wheresoever he may see meet to leadthem. Conversion is

thebeginning of grace-not the end. Conversion is the gate of

the narrow way; and even after we are converted, we have the

wholeway to glory before us ; and being ignorant of it, and be-

ingunder the necessity of travelling in it, we must be daily

following the Captain of our salvation, who says in great love,

"Iwill lead them in paths that they have not known." And

are not the Lord's ways different from our ways ? Oh, yes !

Whenhe called us by his grace, he himself knew what he would
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do; but we did not. Andseeing that weareblind as to the way

inwhich we are to walk, may we not expect to be led inmany

paths of which we have neverthought? But thoughGod'sways

are not our ways, his ways are always best. The experience

we shall receive in these ways ofhis willbe precious to us ; and

(byhis grace) glorifying to him.

Israel, when theycame out ofEgypt, weretakingwhatwould

certainly have been the shortest, and, to the eye of man, the

safest way to go to Canaan; but it was not God's way, and

therefore they had togive it up. They were taking that course

bywhich theywould have altogether escaped the RedSea;but

" the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of

Israel that they turn." They were on their way northward, to

pass by the sea; but the Lord commanded them to move south-

wards, and encamp between the sea and their enemies ! This

might have appeared to carnal reason a strange and unwise pro-

cedure; but " the foolishness of God is wiser than men."

Though they were shut inby impassable rocks on either hand,

facedby the rolling waves, and closely pursuedby an armedhost,

theywere quite safe; for they had gone into that difficult and

tryingposition by the command ofGod, and he was in the midst

ofthem to open up for them away of escape : andhe led them

in those very paths which more fully showed them his grace and

power, accomplished the complete overthrowof their enemies,

"andmanifestedforth his glory." " This comethfrom the Lord,

who is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working." And

surely, mydear friends, whenwe are at anytime in perplexity

andknow not what todo, this mayteach us to bestill, andknow

thathe isGod. If you will follow the Lord fully, he is sure to

leadyou into circumstances of trial and perplexity, where you

will, like PaulinAdria,be "driven upanddown," and formany

daysmaysee neither sun nor stars, " and have no small tem-

pest;" in order to try your faith and show you his salvation.

Whenbrought to Jesus, the Lord's dealingswith us ever after

are to make us cease from our ownways, and betake ourselves to

his. His paths frequently cross our paths: in fact, his paths

runquite contrary to our natural hearts; and that is the reason

why there is so much difficulty felt in submitting to the will

ofGod. But what can we sinful creatures know of the way of

holiness ? Nothing at all, unless taughtbyGod himself. How

frequently does it happen that the inward experience we have

from God is not the experience we thought we should have !

Someofmybeloved brethren, whomI love in the truth, thought
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they should have nothing but peace andjoy, sunshine and calm,

and summer all the year over, when they believed in Jesus and

cast in their lot with the people of God. But, oh, how different

has it been ! how chequered your experience ! You will find out,

by-and-by, ifyou have not found it out already, that your souls

can enjoy peace only by a full surrender of yourselves to Jesus,

tobe led as poor blind children through this great wilderness,

"where there is no way." Like Israel of old, you must submit

to be led byIsrael's God. " He led them forth by the right way,

that they might go to a city of habitation. He saved them for

His name's sake, that He might make His mighty power to be

known."

II. THE PATH OF PURITY.

THE Lord frequently leads his people in paths that they havenot

known, to make them holy. " This is the will ofGod, even your

santification. " The Lord led Israel in paths that they had not

known, whenhe led them about " for the space of forty years in

the wilderness." He might have taken them into Canaan in a

few days, but theywere not ready to enterupon their inheritance.

Theirs had been in Egypt the life of slaves, and theywere not fit

to meet the enemy, nor to be put in possession of the land, and

to have it as their own. There must be a wilderness education,

to teach them entire dependence upon Jehovah, and to discover

the dreadful corruption which lay concealed in their hearts.

Whenhewas preparing them for immediate entrance into the

land of promise, he said, " Thou shalt remember all the way

which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilder-

ness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, and to know what was in

thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments or

no. Andhe humbled thee."

Ah! myfriends, how much corruption does a season of leading

through the wilderness bring forth to view ! It is not by the

joys of first love that we know whether we will walk before God

to the praise of the glory of His grace, but byafew years of " the

wilderness. " The " wilderness " reveals the wickedness, the

rebelliousness, theperverseness, the discontentedness, the godless-

ness, and deceitfulness of the human heart. It is there that the

Lord "humbles us, and proves us," and brings out what is in

ourhearts. When your soul was breathing after holiness and
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likeness to Jesus, you mayhave prayed earnestly that the Lord

would show you the hatefulness of sin and the vileness of self,-

and you may have been waiting to see whether something like a

revelation from heaven would not be made to you ; and youmay

have felt, in some measure, disappointed that you had not

obtained such deep views of sin as you longed to have, that you

might with more intensity abhor yourself, and depart from ini-

quity. Afewdays of wilderness-experience were given you, and

you were brought into circumstances which were most trying and

provoking to the carnal heart. The Lord removed his hand, to

some extent, from restraining your corruptions, and then you

had the answer to yourprayerby " terrible things." You began

to see that that awful catalogue of sins mentioned by the Saviour

might have been in a great measure filled up out ofyour heart,

for out of your heart were proceeding " evil thoughts, adulteries,

fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,

lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. " You

thought that your heart was comparatively good before this

experience,was given you, and you may have deplored the evil-

heartedness of others ; but now you see that within your own

heart there was lying asleep a swarm of loathsome reptiles, which

needed only to be roused to make them trail their slimy coils over

yourconduct, and sting yourselfand all around you. There was

within you a stagnant pool, which needed only to be stirred by

some trouble, offence, or temptation, to give such evidence of its

putridity as to disgust yourself and all who came within your

reach. My dear friends, if the Lord has thus allowed your cor-

ruptions to come out anddisfigure your fair profession, and, upon

mature reflection, to make you loathe yourselves, then give him

thanks, though the experience came not in your way, but in

God's; and though it was hard to bear, and has made you say

and do things ofwhichyou are now ashamed, and for which you

mayhave to mourn all your days, if it has made your soul " like

a weaned child," that is most blessed !

The experience of that accurate spiritual anatomist, President

Edwards, is peculiarly instructive : " When I look into myheart,

and take a view ofmy wickedness, it looks like an abyss infinitely

deeperthanhell; and it appears to me thatwere it not for free grace,

exalted to the infinite height of all the fulness of the great Jeho-

vah, and the arm of his power stretched forth in all the glory of

his sovereignty, I should sink down in it beyond the sight of

every thing but the eye of sovereign grace, that can pierce even

to such adepth. And yet it seems to me that my conviction of
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sin is exceedingly small and faint, and amazing to see that I

have no more sense of it. I have greatly longed, of late, for a

broken heart, and cannot bear the thought of being no more

humble than other Christians. I consider that their humility

would be vile self-exaltation inme. Others speak of longing to

be ' humbled in the dust ;' but I always think that I ought to

lie infinitely low beforeGod,' and such is often my expression in

prayer. And it is affecting to reflect how ignorant I was, when

ayoung Christian, of the bottomless, infinite depth of wicked-

ness, pride, hypocrisy and deceit, in my heart." Lord, what is

man? A mass of corruption !

Ah ! you thought, when the sun shone brightly, and the

fragrance of summer was wafted around your path, that your old

sins were completely eradicated, or at least so far subdued that

they would never again vex, distract, and pollute you ; but you

have been taught a very different lesson. Your neglected prayer,

or reading, or meditation, or watchfulness, and your old sins

began immediately to show their hateful and loathsome forms.

And to intensify the trial, the old serpent, at such times, attacks

the sin-deluged soul with his fiery temptations, and withremorse-

less malignity endeavours to hurry the hardened one into opensin,

and heaviness is experienced " through manifold temptations."

And added to this, we may by our sins have separated between

us and our God, so that he may have hid his face from us, and

have " withdrawn himself." How dreadful such a case ! We

are ready in such circumstances to exclaim, " All these things

are against us;" but they are not so in reality, for they are

among the " all things " that work together for our good, and

the great Shepherd of Israel is thus fulfilling in our experience

his own gracious promise, " I will lead them in paths that they

have not known."

III. THE PATH OF STRENGTH.

THE Lord, also, leads his people in paths they have not known,

inorder to confirm them in the faith, andmake them steadfast in

his covenant. " The God of all grace, who hath called us unto

his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a

while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settleyou. " Thus

prayed theApostle Peter. He wellknew how it is that the Lord

confirms his people. Hewashimselfled inpaths hehadnotknown.
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Hewas full of fire and fervour, burning with love to Jesus,

anddecidedin his adherence to his gracious Lord : he would go

withhim to prison and to death!-he never woulddeny him!-

he never would forsake him; though all should forsake him, yet

wouldhe abide faithful ! he would standbyhis Redeemer, should

hehave to stand alone !-and we all know whathedid. Howun-

like his profession were his deeds ! He never thought that he

needed to be taught his own weakness in such an unlooked-for

way. He was truly led in paths that he had not known, to

drive out of him his self-confidence, and teach him where his

real strength lay,-to make him 'strong in the Lord and the

power ofhis might.' Jesus said to him, " When thou art con-

verted, strengthen thy brethren;" and his writings (his two

letters) havebeen eminently useful for accomplishing this great

anddesirable end. And Peter's experience is that of thousands.

It maybe the experience of some now reading or hearing these

lines. You mayhavebeenledinpaths you never expected to be

led in, to beat out of you all self-complacency, self-sufficiency,

self-exaltation, and self-confidence. You may have prayed for

steadfastness and consistency, and all the time you may never

have felt your need ofGod's interference onyour behalf; but the

Lord, in some unexpected way, has answered your prayer, by

showingyou first your own utter weakness and helplessness.

The storms that beat upon the forest make the trees thereof

take a firmer hold of the soil; so the Lord, by permitting the

storms of trouble and temptation to beat upon the soul, makes

his people strike their roots deeper and deeper into clefts of

"theRock of Ages," and to become more grounded and settled

inthefaithofthe Gospel. Veryoften does the Lord confirm his

people's faith by permitting them to witness the falls of others,

orby experience of their own uneven and wayward walk. A

holyminister ofJesus Christ has said, " The falls of professors

into sinmake me tremble. Ihavebeendriven awayfrom prayer,

andburdened in a fearfulmanner, byhearing or seeing their sin.

This is wrong. It is right to tremble, and to make every sin

ofeveryprofessor a lesson of my own helplessness; but it should

leadmemore to Christ. " I must say, that I have been fre-

quentlymade to tremble for myself whenIheard or read of the

falls of some who had occupied a prominent position in the

Church of Christ ; and it has made me cling to Jesus with more

earnestness and simplicity of faith. I have no doubt you have

beenalsomade to tremble for yourselves, when you saw those

who had long professed to be followers of the Lamb turning



THE PATH OF STRENGTH. 11

back, or falling into sin. It takes very much tomake us know

thatwe are "without strength," and to cleave to God as our

strength and shield. Besides the inward teaching of the Spirit,

weneed the outward teaching of his providence. Our gracious

Goddeals withus inlove in all hedoes for us,and in allheper-

mits to happen to us. Many think they are established in the

faith, whenthey are not rooted and built up in Christ; and they

must be taught by bitter experience that they are deceiving

themselves, and walking in the light of their own fire, and delu-

sively trusting in themselves that they are righteous, and

despising others. If nothing else will bring them to a sense of

their true condition, God will let Satan loose upon them; then

will theirhearts be lashed into a dark tempest, and their iniqui-

ties, like thewind, will carry them away to the regions ofdoubt,

anddarkness, fearanddespondency, ifnot into open rebellion,-

and, perhaps, even back for a season to the dreary world, to

which they thought they had bidden aneternal farewell. Some

professors are permitted for a time to follow the ways of their

ownhearts, and others are allowed to embrace dangerous errors

and soul-distracting views of divine things, that theymay even-

tually embrace the truth as it is in Jesus more cordially, and

walk in the truth more consistently. Satan is sometimes per-

mitted to fill the mind with dreadful andtormenting doubts with

regard to the whole scheme of salvation, and the very founda-

tions seem as if they would be destroyed. Atheism, infidelity,

perplexing thoughts about God and Christ, and the great salva-

tion, fill the soul: and those who are thus exercised do indeed

find trouble and sorrow. Those only who have been ledby paths

that they have not known, through the mire and marshes of

scepticism, to build on the " sure foundation," can sympathise

with the desolateness and self-crushing which result from such

leadings. But the end of all this is our confirmation. And

when we have such experience, it tends to drive us out of our-

selves, and make us build more firmly on the unchanging and

everlasting foundation. Not a few of the most eminent Chris-

tians, as well as able divines, have been allowed to get bemazed

in perplexity and doubt about one or other of the precious doc-

trines of Jehovah's Word; and they have been thus led to

examine the Scriptures more thoroughly on that veryaccount :

and the result has been their entire conviction of the truthful-

ness of all the utterances of the God of truth; and some of them

have been so fully impressed with the truth of the great things

of God's law, that they have written for the confirmation of the
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faith of others. One who was once tossed upon the billows of

tormenting doubt with regard to the Sonship and Divinity of

our blessed Lord, thus writes : " He consciously stood upon a

gulf, the depths of which were enveloped in the shadow of death.

Arianism had been his next resting-place ; and that he had suf-

ficient self-distrust to regard as a break merely in the fall to

deeper and more deadly error. He at length turned to the point

from which he ought to have set out, and with a firm resolution

to rest satisfied with nothing short of a complete investigation,

he examined and classified every passage of Scripture which

seemed to pertain to the subject. Thus was the present work

originated; 1 and it eventually proved perfectly adequate to his

own conviction. Nothing short of the discomfort and per-

plexity here described would have induced him to offer his aid

to the researches of others. " Thus did the Lord lead this ser-

vant of his in paths that he had not known-painful, perplex-

ing paths to a well-grounded belief of one of the cardinal

doctrines of revelation, and to the production of an unparalleled

work on the Divine Sonship of Jesus, for the confirmation of

His Church ! Howtruly may the Lord say to us, " Mythoughts

are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith

the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are

my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your

thoughts !"

But it is not likely that many of you have been troubled in

such away as was the minister above referred to, or led by the

paths of doubt regarding the doctrines of grace ; but you may

have been led, at least some of you, by paths that you found

perplexing, and painful, to bring you to a settled " peace in

believing. " Though you may not have doubted God's sincerity,

you may have frequently doubted your own. Though you be-

lieved that all he has said in his Word, of Jesus and of his own

love and grace was true, yet some of you may have had many

sad questionings whether it was true to you. There are some

who have this experience for years ; and they are sorely tried and

tempted. Sometimes they have hope, at other times fear.

Sometimes they think they observe the streaks of the dawn of

day, but at other times they are enveloped in the darkness of

midnight. One, who was long in this unhappy state, once said

to me, " I find now that though it was a painful way by which

the Lord led me to Jesus, it was the best way; and my expe-

1Treffrey on the Eternal Sonship.
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rience is that a great fight is the precursor of a great victory."

That Christian is now a constant, simple believer in Jesus, and

has no doubt of being " accepted in the Beloved." But the way

to that confirmed faith and settled peace lay through the region

of difficulties, fightings, questionings, and fears. If any of you

are thus ledby God (and mindI do not say that you mustbe thus

led-some may be, others may not), rest not satisfied till you

see the end of the Lord ; for he is " very pitiful, and of tender

mercy." "Abruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking

flax shall He not quench. The Lord raiseth them that are bowed

down." It is well to examine ourselves whether we be in the

faith. And the Lord sometimes leads us to engage in this exer-

ciseby unlooked-for means. Our strong, clear views of Jesus as

a Saviour become becloudedby sin ; our joy, and peace, and hope,

and love, and zeal, lose much of their intensity ; and we begin

to fear lest we may have beendeceiving ourselves. Some ofyou

may be writing bitter things against yourselves, and saying,

" Ah ! surely I am not a child of God at all ; for where is my

zeal for His glory, where myholiness, my love to Jesus, myfaith,

myworks, and labours of love? Were I His, surely I would

hate and shun sin far more ; I would live more believingly, walk

more tenderly, pray more fervently, work more devotedly, and

speak more guardedly ; I would not have these dark clouds com-

ing over me, these unbelieving thoughts rising up within me,

these cold damps overspreading my soul, and these dreadful cor-

ruptions weltering within me. " Ah! dearfriend, be encouraged;

the Lord may be leading you, in all your blindness, in paths

that you have not known. The ungodly do not know those

struggles through which you have passed, or may be even now

passing. They know nothing of the new man labouring for the

ascendency. The Lord may be graciously leading you to a con-

firmed faith, and a moredevoted service. But oh, take care that

you do not rest in this experience, but press ontoward themark !

Christian experience is mere shifting sand. Jesus, and " JESUS

ONLY" is " THE ROCK."

Dear reader, if you have been led in paths of confirmation

which you have not known, then give God all the praise, and

say to him, " I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. The Lord

is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my

strength, in whom I will trust ; my buckler, and the horn of

my salvation, and my high tower. Iwill call upon the Lord,

who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine

enemies."



14 THE LEADINGS OF THE LORD .

And if there are any of my readers uninterested in what I

havebeen saying,depend upon it, it is because you do notyet

know yourselves, nor the infinitedepths ofpollution andwicked-

ness that are in your hearts ; and if you are ever saved, it will

be in such away as you little think of.

To all of you Iwould say, Praythat God's Spirit may give

you a fuller discovery of your own unspeakable sinfulness and

vileness in God's holy eyes, and so lead you that you will be

made farholier thanyou now are, andmore thoroughly rooted and

built up in Christ, and stablished in the faith. Mayhe even

nowdescend upon you, " to the end he may stablish your hearts

unblameableinholinessbeforeGod, even our Father, at the coming

ofour Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints."

IV. THE PATH OF COMFORT.

"As the sufferings ofChrist abound in us, so our consolation also

aboundeth by Christ ; for whether we be afflicted, it is for your

consolation and salvation; or whether we be comforted, it is for

your consolation and salvation. And our hope ofyou is steadfast,

knowing that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be

also of the consolation." The church may expect much trouble

and sorrow here; but if tribulation abound, consolation will also

abound. The words of Jesus are very explicit : " In the world

ye shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have overcome

the world." "Blessed are they that mourn, for they shallbe

comforted. " The comfort is sure ; but we must be willing to go

to the wilderness for it. The Lord says of his spouse, “ I will

allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfort-

ably toher ;" or as it is in the margin, " Iwill speak to her heart. "

It is said in Lamentations, " Though He cause grief, yet will He

have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies ; for he

doth not afflict from his heart." But though the affliction comes

not from his heart, yet the consolation does : and it goes to the

heart; for he says, " I will speak to her heart." Jesus, the Con-

solation of Israel, came to our world in the fulness of time, and

all the period ofHis terrestrial sojourn was "the ManofSorrows . "

He knew such sorrow as none else can know. He agonized in

the garden of Gethsemane ; and expired amid the anguish, dark-

ness, and soul-crushing sorrows of Calvary. But when enduring

those sorrows, He was on His way to the eternal joys that are at
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God's right hand. And His experience as the Captain of our

salvation must be expected by us if we are His followers . We

have a great fight of afflictions to endure before we enter the

"joyous city." God sets a kingdom before us, and promises to

give us that kingdom, with all its unspeakable immunities and

"pleasures for evermore;" but " we must through much tribula-

tion enter into the kingdom ofGod." And if at any time, while

on our way to that kingdom, we expect consolation without tri-

bulation, we expect what is not in accordance with the experience

of our Lord or his people, or the promises of his blessed Word.

Wheredoes the Word promise us comfort ofwhich we have not

a feeling of need? The very idea of consolation implies sorrow.

And when we pray for much joy and comfort at a time when

every thing is going well with us, we are virtually praying for

sorrow. The comfort gets into the soul only by those openings

which are made by grief and sore affliction. Mary was weeping

at the sepulchre when the gentle, familiar voice of Jesus pro-

nounced her name, and sent a thrill of wondrous joy through her

whole soul; and the disciples were together mourning and weep-

ing over the sad event of His crucifixion, when He stood in their

midst and said, " Peace be unto you," and by His presence filled

their hearts with "joy unspeakable." It was after the Jews had

experienced much sorrow, and expected to be all massacred by

the decree of wicked Haman, that they "had joy and gladness,

a feast, and a good day, " on the reversal of that decree. It

was when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were walking in

the midst of the burning fiery furnace, that a fourth One was

seenwith them, " like the Son ofGod. " And if we are to have

much consolation, we must lay our account with being cast into

"the burning fiery furnace. " The heat of " the furnace of afflic-

tion" will be the measure of our consolation. If we are to be

greatly comforted, we must be greatly afflicted. The Lord will

lead us by " paths that we have not known, " into trying, diffi-

cult, heart-rending, soul-vexing circumstances, that we may be

made to feel that all earthly sources of consolation are broken

cisterns, and that all real consolation must be found in Him.

True and lasting consolation must all flow from Himself. And

whenthe soul is first brought to havejoy unspeakable, it is after

being brought very low by the convincing Spirit. The Spirit

turns us to Jesus to produce both wounding and healing. The

very fact of a Comforter being promised, implies that there will

be need of His comfort in the church of God. A comforter sent

supposes an afflicted people" to be comforted. Let us notthen
16
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mistake our afflictions for calamities, for they are not so; they

are the vessels by which the Lord pours in the oil of consolation

to the spirits of his dear afflicted children. When you see no

out-gatefrom your afflictions, then the Lord will draw near, say-

ing, " I know their sorrows, and amcome down to deliver them;

comfort ye, comfort yelmy people." Man's extremity is God's

opportunity; when you know not what to do, nor how to hold

out any longer under the pressure of a complication of sorrows,

griefs, anxieties, and afflictions, he will interpose and grant you

real consolation.

When speaking of the Lord's dealings with His own people in

leading them by a way they had not known, another has given

utterance to the following descriptive and expressive language :-

"Theywere living to themselves; self, with its hopes, and pro-

mises, and dreams, had still hold of them; but He began to fulfil

their prayers. They had asked for contrition, and He sent them

sorrow; they had asked for purity, and he sent them thrilling

anguish ; they had asked to be meek, and He had broken their

hearts; they had asked to be dead to the world, and He slew all

their living hopes ; they had asked to be made like unto Him,

and He placed them in the furnace, sitting by ' as a refiner of

silver, ' till they should reflect His image; theyhad asked to lay hold

of His cross, and when He reached it to them it lacerated their

hands; they had asked they knew not what, nor how; but He

had takenthem at their word, andgranted them all their petitions.

They were hardly willing to follow on so far, or to draw so nigh

to Him. They had upon them an awe and fear, as Jacob at

Bethel, or Eliphaz in the night vision, or as the apostleswhenthey

thought theyhad seen a spirit, and knew not that it wasJesus;-

theycould almost pray Him to depart from them, or to hide His

awfulness. They found it easier to obey than to suffer, to do

than to give up,-to bear the cross than to hang upon it; but they

cannotgoback, for they have come too near the unseen cross, and

its virtues have pierced too deeply within them. He is fulfilling

to them His promise, 'And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men

unto me.' Now their turn is come at last, and that is all. Before,

they had only heard of the mystery, but now they feel it. He

has fastened on them His look of love, as He did on Mary and

Peter, and they cannot choose but follow. Little by little, from

time to time, by flitting gleams, the mystery of His cross shines

out upon them. They behold Him, as lifted up, and the glory

which rays forth from the wounds of His holy passion ; and as

they gaze upon it, they advance, and are changed into His like-
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ness, and His name shines out through them, for He dwells in

them. They live alone with Him above in unspeakable fellow-

ship ; willing to lack what others own, and to be unlike all, so

that they are only like Him. Such are they in all ages who fol-

low the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. Had they chosen for

themselves, or their friends chosen for them, they would have

chosen otherwise. They would have been brighter here, but less

glorious in His kingdom. They would have had Lot's portion,

not Abraham's, if they had halted anywhere, if he had taken

offHis hand and let them stray back. And what would they

not have lost ? What forfeits in the morning ofthe resurrection !

But He stayed them up, even against themselves. Many a time

their foot had well-nigh slipped; but He in mercy held them up.

Now, even in this life, they know all He did was done well. It

was good for them to stand alone with Him on the mountain and

in the cloud, and that not their will but His was done on them. "

The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations

and troubles; therefore fear none ofthose things whichthou shalt

suffer. Do not be in anxioushaste to extricate yourselves from trou-

ble when you are led into it by following Jesus. Though the tem-

pest rage, and the sea roar with the fulness thereof, be not afraid ;

Jesus is in the ship, and it is in no danger of sinking. Your en-

joyment of Himself, the wonder-working Emmanuel, will be all

the greater, that you have seen Him speak the winds and waves

to silence, and produce " a great calm. " Do not be seeking after

a short-hand method of consolation ; there is no way of procur-

ing it but by waiting patiently for the Lord's interference. Give

yourselves wholly into the hands ofGod, for good or for evil, for

health or sickness, for sorrow or joy, for affliction or consolation;

and you will soon be able to say, with holy Paul, " We rejoice

inhope of the glory of God : and not only so, but we glory in

tribulations also ; knowing that tribulation worketh patience ;

and patience, experience; and experience, hope: and hope maketh

not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our

hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." " Now our

Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, who hath

loved us and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope

through grace, comfort your hearts and stablish you in everygood

word and work. " Amen.

"Till from the straw the flail the corn doth beat,

Until the chaff be purged from the wheat,

Yea, till the mill the grains in pieces tear,

The riches of the flour will scarce appear.

B
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So, till men's persons great afflictions touch,

Ifworth be found, their worth is not so much,

Because, like wheat in straw, they have not yet

That value which in threshing they may get.

For, till the bruising flails of God's corrections

Have threshed out of us our vain affections;

Till those corruptions which do misbecome us

Areby thy sacred Spirit winnowed from us;

Until from us the straw of worldly treasures.

Till all the dusty chaff of empty pleasures,

Yea, till his flail upon us hedoth lay,

To thresh the husk of this our flesh away,

And leave the soul uncovered ; nay, yet more,

Till God shall make our very spirit poor,

Weshall not up to highest wealth aspire:

But then we shall; and that is my desire."

V. THE PATH OF SERVICE.

DEAR FRIEND,-Ifyou would be Christ's at all, you must make

up your mind to be Christ's altogether. He said when on earth,

"Ifany man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take

up his cross and follow me." Neither father nor mother, wife

nor children, brethren nor sisters, houses nor lands, must be

allowed to come between you and entire devotedness to Jesus.

He would have you to be wholly His, and to be unreservedly de-

voted to His service-willing to be anything, and go anywhere

for the advancement of His cause. He would have you be in

that woman's condition of whom He said, "She hath done what

she could."

You desire this. You pray for it, and pant after it, and you

think that you are quite willing to be thoroughly consecrated to

Jesus; but you feel as ifyou could not attain to it. There may

be hindrances to entire consecration lurking about you of which

you are unconscious ; and the Lord has to bring you by an un-

looked-for way, and lead you in paths you have not known, to

make you aware of these hindrances, and to make you part with

them, and serve Him with your whole heart and life. Holiness

is just devoted service. But your mind may be too much occu-

piedwith selfor the world, and all the time you may be uncon-

scious of it ; and if so, you will likely get self crushed by some

very humbling circumstance, and have the world very much

swept awayfrom you, before you discover those secret sins which

mar your service. Or, you may have your mind unduly set

on those that are dear to your heart, and they may have to be

removed, it may be to a sick-room, or to the silent grave.
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Temporal losses, afflictions, difficulties, bereavements, crosses,

disappointments, and many other apparently adverse circum-

stances, are but love tokens of the great Shepherd of Israel, and

unmistakeable indications of His holy and gracious determination

to make his people devote themselves unreservedly to his enno-

bling service, that in promoting His glory they may obtain the

highest possible happiness.

The Lord also leads His people " in paths they have not

known," with reference to the kind ofservice in which they are

tobe employed. The wildyouth of Bedford is arrested, convinced,

converted, and without much human learning, becomes one of

the greatest preachers of his times. As the poet is born, not

made, so is the preacher; and Bunyan appeared to be a real

Heaven-sent preacher, for his ministry was one of power. But

yet the Lord led him away into Bedford jail, where he lay

"mouth-stopt" for a dozen ofyears, that he might construct his

immortal allegory, the " Pilgrim's Progress." Some have thus

been led into the writer's seclusion by God, even when, to the

eyeofhumanwisdom, they should have been in the preacher's

pulpit. The devout author of "Christ is All," and the judicious

editor of " The Christian Treasury," and such men, are living

examples of this peculiarity in the Leadings of the Lord. Let us

be willing to preach or print, as God mayjudge best. " The

foolishness ofGod is wiser than men."

More than sixty years ago, two gay young men, one of them

an officer in the British navy, were converted to Christ, and were

led to Calvary, and formed into soldiers of the cross ; and all

Scotland now reveres the memory of the Haldanes, and speaks of

them as the pioneers ofthat blessed tide of evangelism which has

been gradually rising in that " land of the mountain and the

flood" for more than half a century. Perhaps some soldier now

reading this may be led ofGod to undertake a similar service for

hisname.

Fifteen years ago the name of William Burns was known

throughout a great part of Scotland, in connexion with the revi-

val of religion and the awakening and conversion of souls. Five

years later he could preach none. God appeared to shut his

mouth, so that he had no power or liberty to preach the Gospel;

and he was led to China, where the Lord has again graciously

opened his lips, and enabled him to speak to the Chinese, in

their own tongue, of "the wonderful works of God;" and the same

power of the Holy Spirit is accompanying his preaching in the

" Celestial-Empire," and the same effects are visible as when he
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first proclaimed " the unsearchable riches of Christ" in his native

land. The mouths ofmanywho once were successful in winning

souls appeared to be stopped. Itis not time for such to consider

the propriety of going to the heathen? Why not follow " the

leadings of the Lord?"

Robert M'Cheyne, ofDundee, proposed togoout as a mission-

ary to the heathen ; but the Lord did not permit him, but led

him to St. Peter's, and through his instrumentalitygreatly revived

his work in that large and populous town, and, by his preaching

ofJesus, converted manysouls. Andby the beautiful "memoirs "

of his life and labours he is still speaking with spirit moving

powerintheminister's study, andatthe believer's fireside. Reader,

be satisfied with the Lord's arrangements, for they are always

the best. Be anything, do anything, and go anywhere, as the

Lord leads you.

Dr. Kitto was once a poor slater boy; but by a fall from a roof

he was led into the work-house injured and deaf, and was led out

to a literary life, devoted to the elucidation and illustration of the

HolyScriptures. Reader, perhaps, in a spiritual sense, you need

a fall to make you mighty in the Scriptures and useful in ex-

pounding them to others .

George Müller, of Kroppenstaedt, when converted to Christ,

about thirty years ago, determined to qualify himself as a mis-

sionary to the Jews ; but the Lord led him to Bristol, to become

a blessing to Gentile orphans, and an example of " the life of

faith" to the Christian Church. Besides preaching the Gospel

and engaging in other labours, he now supports, in that city, an

institution for the maintenance and education of about 300

orphans, without having a penny of his own, and without asking

any one for money-simply by prayer and faith; and the Lord,

who has led him into this service, has sustained him in it for

about twenty years; and he is still his "hope and confidence."

1 We cannot refrain from adding a note to recommend that

best of all human biographies , The Memoir and Remains of the late

Rev. R. M. M'Cheyne of Dundee. By the Rev. A. A. Bonar, of

Finnieston Free Church, Glasgow. It is without qualification the

best " LIFE" ever written. After the Bible, we could not recom-

mend a better family book. It has something for all young and

old-converted and unconverted, and may be read again and again

with pleasure and fresh profit, for it reads like the Bible.

contains, of course, narrative, also letters, sermons, and " songs of

Zion." To students, and young ministers it is invaluable. Let

them read it through twice a year for half a dozen of years, and the

good results to themselves and the Church of Christ wouldbe incal-

culable! Every family should, if possible, have this volume. Nearly

50,000 copies ofit have been published. Price 5s.

It
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His answers to prayer for the various objects of his Institu-

tion, amounted last year to about £13,000 ! Reader, shrink

not from any service for the Lord, though it may appear

secular. If done for Christ's sake, everydeed is sacred. Accord

ing to the " holy George Herbert," even " drudgery" becomes

"divine" when undertaken from love to Jesus .

"Holy brethren," have you not been led to engage in service

ofwhich you little thought? And have not some of you been

led-much against your feelings, inclinations, early prejudices

and to your worldly disadvantage to engage in the Lord's work?

All of us who have come through certain departments of deep

Christian experience have been led to do many things quite oppo-

site to what we intended to do; and we have had a rich blessing

in yielding to the evident leadings of the Lord. Endeavour to

know God's will, by studying His Word, observing His provi-

dence, and considering the promptings of His Spirit within you

when asking counsel at the throne of grace ; and, having ascer-

tained his will with reference to your service, do it at all hazards,

and at any sacrifice. He gave his Son for you, and you must

hold yourselves in readiness even to die for him, if you would

show yourselves truly and wholly devoted to his service and the

promotion ofglory. " Ye are not your own; for ye are bought

with a price : therefore glorify God in your body and in your

spirit which are God's. "

VI. THE PATH OF LIGHT.

PROVIDENCE is an admirable expositor of Revelation. The Bible

like the sun, remains stationary; and we, like the earth, in being

moved round it, are enlightened. Or, to employ another figure,

the Bible, hung up, like some well-painted portrait, upon the

great wall of Time, follows us with its lustrous eye in all our

movements. We are instructed in divine truth, and enlightened

" in all spiritual knowledge and understanding, " by being put

upon an ever-shifting plane of observation by the providence of

God. Just as an ever-varying landscape is exhibited to the pas-

sengers in a railway train as it proceeds on its iron pathway, so

an increase of spiritual knowledge is communicated to us as we

are passing along the journey of life. The Lord has graciously

given a revelation of himself, and likewise gives the Holy Spirit

to make it known : but he has also ordained the circumstances in

which its various parts are likely to makethe deepest impression
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and it is made spirit and life to the soul only through that par-

ticular medium. We well know that at certain times, when all

is runningsmooth, we may read much ofthe Word ofGod, and yet

buta small part, if any of it fixes itself in our minds, or passes like

a transfusion through our souls, and no good impression is made

upon our hearts; but as the beauties of the verdant hills are

brought out by the overpassing clouds, so the truths of Holy

Scripture are brought out by the trying providences which pass

over us . Luther placed "temptations" or trials among those

things which make a minister, by opening to him the hidden

mysteries of divine truth. And, verily, the reformer was right.

Afflictions, temptations, and trials, are absolutely necessary to

the formation of that pure perceptive state of mind which enables

a minister or a private Christian to apprehend the real spirit and

bearing of the Word ofGod. Trying providences are frequently

employed asinstruments of conversion. No providence, however

peculiar, can change the heart,-that is the work of the Spirit of

God; but providences may be used as preparatory to the great

change. It was so in the case of the late Dr. Chalmers of undy-

ing memory. He began his ministry in an unconverted state,

but was led by afflictive dispensations, and the circumstance of

writing on Christianity for the press, to see the truths of the

Gospel clearly. "During the autumn ofthe same year" (1807),

saysMr. Anderson in his "Reminiscences," hewas attacked with

a severe illness; and his long confinement under this proved a

most momentous season ofhis life. Recent bereavements in his

father's family, and his own affliction, now led him to look at

human life in a very different aspect from viewing it merely as a

gay, thoughtless scene, or without comparing it in his mind's eye

with the magnitude of eternity. This was the first stage of the

most eventful period ofhis life, and he came out of it an altered

man." It was then that his mind was opened to understand

thedoctrines of free grace; and ever after he preached the faith

whichoncehe destroyed. And the providences ofGod, especially

his afflicted dispensations, have been rendered useful to many

others in less prominent spheres, in placing them within the in-

fluence of "the grace ofGod that bringeth salvation. "

That remarkable Christian, Mrs. Mary Winslow,¹ was led by

theprovidence of God in such a manner as by his grace to be-

comeacquainted with the glorious Gospel of Christ. She was at

1 "Life in Jesus; or Memoirs of Mrs. Mary Winslow." By her

Son, Octavius Winslow, D.D. Shaw: London. This volume is of

great value to mothers. We earnestly recommend them to read it.
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aball one evening. She received much attention, andher pride

was gratified. She was then just married, and surrounded

with everything that could give earthly happiness. But she was

unhappy, andherunhappiness remained with her until she knew

the Lord Jesus. "On returning from the ball," says she, "I

took a hasty review of the evening I had past, as I lay upon

my sleepless pillow. The glitter, the music, the dance, the ex-

citement, the attention, the pleasure, all passed before me. But

oh ! I felt a want I could not describe. I sighed; and throwing

my arm over my head, whispered to myself these expressive

words, ' Is this all?' I felt at the moment that if this were all

the happiness the world could bestow, then was there a lack I

knew not how to supply, and a void I could not fill. I had

reached the verysummit of earthly bliss, andfound it to fall short

of what myheart craved and my soul required. From this time

Igrew more fond ofretirement, and less inclined to mingle with

the gayworld. Ifeltthatwhat I had been pursuing in the early

part ofmy life was not happiness. I turned from it with a sen-

sation of loathing, and sought in solitude what I had never found

inthe brilliant and crowded walks of life. I thought that there

must be a state where real happiness was to be found. In this

condition I continued for years, striving to keep the law, and

shape mycourse by 'The whole duty ofman. ' I endeavoured to

walk so as to please God; but again and again my best resolu-

tions were broken. These feelings I concealed from all around

me, for I would not for the world have breathed a hint that I was

unhappy to the dearest friend. I saw every one around me ap-

parently happy in the possession of the world, which had lost

its charm for me. Inow sought peace ofmind in domestic en-

joyment. I was encircled bymychildren, possessed ofa husband

who anticipated my fondest wish, and my heart could sigh for

nothing of earthly bliss I did not possess, and still Iwas un

happy. Iwas a sinner, and this secret conviction beclouded every

prospect and imbittered every cup." Such leadings of the Lord

are very useful; they bringus to see the point and truthfulness

ofthose portions ofScripture which set forth the vanity and un-

satisfying nature ofall earthly things. The experience described

in the book of Ecclesiastes must be reached by ladies and gentle-

men, who have been born to all the pleasures, comforts, and

abundance which the carnal heart could desire, before they are

likely to search the Scriptures with adesire to obtain lasting hap-

piness, and realize the spiritual joys described in "the Song of

Songs." They must be made to say of the things of time,
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"Vanity of vanities, all is vanity," before they will say of Jesus,

"He is altogether lovely, he is all our salvation and all our de-

sire." In fact, everysoul that is brought to Christ must, in some

degree, feel the emptiness of earth's wells of enjoyment, before

the truth concerning a satisfying portion in Jesus be truly and

vividly apprehended. How many are at all times labouring and

heavy-laden like Mrs. Winslow-seeking rest, and finding none !

There are far more restless, unhappy, thirsting, longing souls in

the gay world, than we think. Many ofthe sons and daughters

offashion, as they flit from scene to scene, and seem to be re-

velling amid the most satisfying joys of earth, are unhappywhen

alone, sad at heart and miserable. Such was Mrs. Winslow's

condition. "I was unhappy," she says, "at times miserable; my

weary soul thirsted for what it had not, and yet I could not

answer myself and say what that one thing was."

But so great was the pressure of her mental disquietude that

her health gave way. Looking narrowly oneday into the mean-

ing of the opening verse of the sixty-third Psalm, I was struck

to find the language so accurately describe a circumstance of fre-

quent occurrence in the case of sincere and earnest inquirers.

"My flesh longeth for thee !" says the exiled mourner. What

is the exact meaning of that striking expression ? It signifies

"grows pale." His countenance, naturally ruddy (1 Sam. xvi

12), became pale from the intensity of his inward longing after

God. How forcible! His whole being was so intensely exercised,

thathis inward condition of earnest desirefor the presence ofGod

might be read from his altered and emaciated bodily appearance.

This experience is not peculiar to the royal psalmist: manyan

inquirer hasbeen so intensely occupied with the thoughts which

prey upon the mind of the tempest-tossed, that the pallor of

waning health has made its appearance on the fair, fresh, and

ruddy cheek of joyous youth, to the grief of affectionate and

anxious friends. It was so in the case of Mrs. Winslow; andher

husband, thinking that her unhappiness and consequent un-

healthiness arose from the solitude of their rural residence, was

led to leave his ancestral home, at Romford in Essex, for a resi-

dence in London; which was the providence which brought her

into contact with the Gospel of God. She was still blind with

reference to the way ofpeace; but the Lord was leading her to

Calvary, where Jesus made peace by the blood of his cross. He

was, in truth, fulfilling his own gracious promise, "I will bring

theblind byawaytheyknew not; I will lead them in paths that

they have notknown: I will make darkness light before them, and
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crooked things straight. These things willIdo unto them, and

not forsake them."

She heard for the first time in her life the precious GOSPEL OF

PEACE. "This," she writes, "was what I wanted to know for

manyyears, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save poor

sinners. I was a sinner, and wanted to be saved. Oh! howeagerly

I listened and drank in every word! I had been in vain trying to

work out my salvation ; but my work always fell short, and left

me as poor and miserable as ever. Now was held out to me the

hope that I might be saved by the work of another-the work of

Jesus Christ." But still she had great questionings about the

way inwhich a sinner could bejustified. Nevertheless the truth

that a sinner could be saved hadbeen lodged in her mind. And

the truthfulness ofGod her Saviour, when he says, "Ask and ye

shall receive," had also been deeply impressed upon her mind as

she searched the Scriptures, duringthe quiet hours of night as she

watched by the side of her sick child. She fell on her knees and

pleaded this promise. "I did not wrestle so much," she says,

"for my salvation, as to know how I could be saved as a helpless

sinner that could do nothing. I arose from my knees and again

took my Bible. I read and compared Scripture with Scripture; but

the one part appeared to contradict the other, and mymindwas left

in darkness and perplexity. Again I carried the promise to the

throne ofgrace, and again wrestled with the Lord. I returned to

myBible, but it was yet a sealed book. The third time Iventured

near the Lord, still pleading his own gracious promise, 'Ask and

ye shall receive. ' In an instant light broke in upon my soul !

Jesus stood before me, and spoke these blessed words, 'I am thy

salvation ! I hailed the glad tidings, my heart and soul re-

sponded. Jesus was with me ! He had Himself spoken,-I had

seen the Lord, had heard His voice; my soul was saved, my bur-

den was gone; the grave clothes in which I had been so long

confinedfell off, my spirit was free, and I seemed to soar towards

heaven in the sweetest, richest enjoyment,-my heart filled with

a joy unspeakable. I arose from my knees to adore, and praise,

and bless His holy name. Oh, what a night was that ! never,

never to be forgotten ! I had seen Jesus ! It was no vision of the

bodily senses that I saw; but I had no more doubt that I was

a redeemed and pardoned sinner, that I had seen Christ and

heldcommunion with Him who died that I might live, than I

had ofmy own existence. It was with difficulty I could refrain

from calling up the whole house to hearwhat the Lord had done

formy soul. It has since been evident to myself that when the
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Holy Ghost gave me the promise to plead, he also gave me a

measure of faith to credit God for its fulfilment; and, in answer-

ing the prayer of simple faith, Christ came into my soul with a

full and free salvation. 'I am thy salvation!' This was good

news indeed, fresh from heaven. Christ was mine, heaven was

mine ; all care and sorrow had vanished, and I was as happy as

Icould be in the body. I had found what I had long sought. I

had been in search of real happiness for years, and in one night

Ifound it all in Jesus. God's richest treasury had been thrown

open to my view ; and in Him I found all I wanted for time and

eternity." How very wonderfully the providential and spiritual

leadings of the Lord wrought to produce that state ofmind which

made her thirst for higher enjoyments than those which this

world can supply! and how graciously the Lord opened her eyes

andmade her find "all in Jesus !"-"Blessed is the people that

know the joyful sound; they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of

thy countenance."

It is thus that the Lord leads His ransomed people to a saving

knowledge of Himself, and to obtain spiritual illumination on

those passages that contain the fulness and freeness of the Gospel

of Christ. It is an all-important period in our life, when we are

led clearly to apprehend the divine method of justification, by

faith alone, salvation entirelyby the perfect work ofJesus, and

not by our own poor imperfect works. But after "being justified

freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ

Jesus, " and after drawing near to God "with a true heart, in

full assurance of faith," we need to be divinely instructed in

other truths, that we may not be always engaged in laying the

foundation, but building upon it, and going on to perfection.

Mrs. Winslow had made proofof the truthfulness ofGod, and

she must also make proof of His faithfulness as a covenant-keep-

ingGod. Her beloved husband was seized with a severe illness .

Soon after, she herself became dangerously ill. Her illness led

to herhusband giving up his commission in the army ; which

was the cause of much disappointment to her, for "she looked

forward to the army as the future profession of her sons. But

greater trials were before her. Some years after Captain Wins-

low's retirement from the army, his ample fortune became seri-

ously impaired through ill-advised and disastrous investments.

It was this circumstance an important link in the chain of

events, evolving God's purposes of love-that suggesteda removal

to the United States of America, as offering wider scope for a

family composed almost entirely ofboys,and a place of residence
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more favourable to resources now sadly crippled." Mrs. Winslow,

accompanied by her family of ten children, crossed the Atlantic,

and her husband was to follow. But she was to find in the home

ofher adoption trials more severe than any she had experienced.

Her infant daughter sickened and died; and before her corpse

was buried, the melancholy intelligence reached her that her

beloved husband was no more ! "Deep calleth unto deep, at the

noise of thy water-spouts ; all thywaves and thy billows are gone

over me." Into that mournful class of Scripture passages she

now saw as she had never done : but she also became more fully

acquainted with that class which speaks of the faithfulness of

God. A widow with a large family, and in reduced worldly

circumstances a stranger in a strange land-what was she to

do? The first consolation which entered her stricken heart was

communicated by Newton's hymn, so applicable to her own

case :-

I ask'd the Lord that I might grow

In faith and love, and every grace;

Might more of his salvation know,

And seek more earnestly his face.

'Twas he who taught me thus to pray,

Andhe, I trust, has answer'd pray'r;

But it has been in such a way

As almost drove me to despair.

Ihoped that in some favour'd hour

At oncehe'd answer my request;

And by his love's constraining pow'r

Subdue my sins, and give me rest..

Instead of this, he made me feel

The hidden evils of myheart:

And let the angry pow'rs of hell

Assault my soul in every part.

Yea more, with his own hand he seem'd

Intent to aggravate my woe;

Cross'd all the fair designs I schemed,

Blasted my gourds, and laid me low.

Lord, why is this? I trembling cried;

Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death?

"'Tis in this way," the Lord replied,

"I answer prayer for grace and faith.

" These inward trials I employ,

From self and pride to set thee free;

Andbreak thy schemes ofearthly joy,,,
That thou may'st seek thy all inme."

The Christian widow was in some measure comforted, and

could now trust in the Lord. She could cast her burden on the

Lord, and repose in peace upon his faithful word. One night
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which she spent in prayer, was a memorable one. Towards the

dawn of day a voice seemed audibly to utter these words in her

ear and heart, "I will be a father to thy fatherless children."

"Years have passed since then," she writes, "and the Lord has

not for one moment forgotten his promise. But I take the pro-

mise to extend beyond this poor dying world. I believe he

designs to be their Father to all eternity, and that I shall meet

all, all my children in heaven! How often have I gone and

pleaded this promise before Him, and have always foundmy faith

increased ! And still my faith holds out; for He is faithful that

hath promised." Thus was she led to know the power of those

exceeding great and precious promises which contain comfort-

ing assurances based upon the unchanging faithfulness of God.

And as years passed away she found that the providence of God

wonderfully assisted herin obtaining fresh and impressive know-

ledge of the truths of God's Word.

And so is it with all God's people. They are led by a way they

knew not, to obtain a deep, powerful, personal, refreshing ac-

quaintance with his treasures of wisdom and knowledge. It is

comparatively easy to acquire a natural knowledge ofdivine things

from human systems; but God onlycan impart a spiritual know-

ledge of divine things. " The natural man receiveth not the

things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him:

neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."

By the teaching of the Spirit ofGod, the simple peasant will enter

more fully into the pith and marrow ofdivine things, than could

the greatest scholar or most learned theologian by the utmost

efforts of his unaided mental powers. This was seen in the case

ofthe accomplished and talented Hewitson and the young peasant

hemet at Leamington. "My intercourse," he writes,-"my in-

tercourse with the young man soon gave me ground to conclude,

that if my theoretic knowledge of Gospel truths was greater than

his, he, unlike myself, had experienced their sanctifying power.

Truly his was the better portion." But after he had been taught

these truths by the leading and enlightening of the Spirit of God,

the change soon became obvious to others, and they felt that he

now possessed a something new and indescribable-a something

ofwhich they, in turn, knew nothing. When he returned to his

village home for the summer, "his relatives at once marked the

great change. " The very night he arrived he spoke to all the

family most solemnly on the concerns of eternity; and the whole

village soon saw that he was another man. He had been known

hitherto as the great scholar and the exemplary divinitystudent;
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but now they "took knowledge of him that he had been with

Jesus. " " That," said he, onedaysoon after his return, layinghis

hand upon the open Bible,-"that shall henceforth be my daily

study; I desire to converse through it daily with God! " " The

purpose was not unaccomplished. The Bible may be said to have

thenceforth become his library. Nolonger regarding it as a mere

hieroglyphic to be curiously examined by the eye of the scholar,

he came to it with the heart of a child, to listen to the voice of

his Father. And out of it he learned that living, fresh divinity

which impregnated with its savour his whole future conversa-

tion, and correspondence, and ministry."1 Andhow blessed were

the discoveries he made in the field of Scripture ! He was led

by the Spirit and dealings ofGod to discover there many spiritual

truths which he had never before perceived ; and among others

that which bathes all the rest in noontide radiance-the Coming

and the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ !

It requires much experience of the dealings of God to make us

receive the higher and more distinguishing truths of Christian-

ity, especially those that are unpopular, and which we have been

taught to reject; but if we would be fresh and fruitful Christians,

we must lay aside all prejudice, and allow the Lord to teach us

from the fountain ofinspiration " all the counsel ofGod. " There is

an impetuosity about the young Christian which frequently ren-

dershim impatient of the truths ofGod's Word which run directly

counter to his own preconceived notions. The doctrine of Je-

hovah's supremacy and absolute sovereignty is sorepugnant to the

notions of fallen human nature, that is not likely to be received

with spiritual apprehension and cordiality for a considerable pe-

riod after conversion. But it is a blessed experience, to be brought

to submit willingly to the most humbling truths. It is a happy

thing to be shown by the Spirit that God is on the throne, and

that we must lie low in thedust at his footstool, and be dealt with

byHim according to His own sovereign will. It is no easymat-

ter to submit with adoring complacency to such sentiments as

these ; " No man can come to me except the Father who hath

sent me draw him"-" So then it is not of him that willeth, or

ofhim that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy"-" Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed

uswith all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ; accord-

ing as he hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the

1 Memoir of the Rev. W. Hewitson. By the Rev. John Bailie.

London: James Nisbet and Co. We cannot too strongly recommend

this admirable work.
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world, that we shouldbe holy and without blame before him in

love; having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by

Jesus Christto Himself, according to the good pleasure of His

will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath

made us accepted in the Beloved, in whom we have redemption

through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches

of His grace."

I

The following excerpt from a young man's letter forms a very

apposite illustration of this part of our subject :-" I must con-

fess, with much sorrow and shame, that I have been an infidel

inmytime; but by a chain of circumstances, the end ofwhich

the God of all grace manifestly held in his own hand, I was

brought under the ministry of a living evangelical servant of

Christ, and received manygood impressions. About the same time

Iwas brought into contact with a book on the ministry which

proved the turning and determining point of my life. I shut

myself out from society for aconsiderable period, and gave myself

to prayerand the study of God's Word. Iwas also led by a mani-

fest providence to speak to others of the Gospel of Jesus. But

in my zeal, I did not at all times think and act wisely.

earnestly desired to see sinners coming to Jesus ; and I

preached almost exclusively those truths which I deemed en-

couraging, and could not bear to hear others, because I thought

they would discourage poor sinners who were seeking salvation.

Iam still of opinion that it requires much spiritual wisdom and

discrimination to preach the higher truths of the Christian sys-

tem; and also that the great thing needed by the world is the

Gospel that ' Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip-

tures . ' But although a man holds such views, he need not feel

irritated when he comes in contact with these sublime doctrines.

Atthe time Irefer to, Ifelt annoyed when I heard them preached,

when I met with them in books, and even when I came upon

them in the Word ofGod ! I bless the Lord I can now receive

them without irksomeness, and rejoice in them as one that finds

great spoil. I was attending the Divinity Hall when I was

delivered from my fruitless warfare with the truth. I was

hearing a course of lectures on the subject of my aversion,

and felt so terribly annoyed that I shut my note-book and

wrote nothing; but sat in sullenness, with a heart boiling with

opposition to the solemn truths which were treated of. Isaid to

my room-mate, when we got home, that I believed such teaching

was enough to flood the land with infidelity; and I stoutly

averred that no honest man could hold such views and preach
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an unfettered Gospel. He was better acquainted with the truth

than I was, and reasoned the matter with me, bringing forward

the most cogent arguments to prove his side of the question ; but

after a time he found it was useless, for he saw that Iwas deter-

mined to hold to my own opinions. The point to be settled must

be settledpractically, for I would have nothing to do with it theoret-

ically. And thus in the gracious providence of God it was settled.

I must hear a minister holding these views preach the Gospel

with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. Nothing short

of that would convince me. I saw it announced by placards

that Dr. Winslow, of Leamington, would preach in town at such

places. I had read some of his papers in a religious periodical,

and one which gave an account of a revival had particularly in-

terested me. I was therefore ready to hear him, and accord-

ingly repaired to the chapels where he was expected to preach.

In the forenoon he preached from Matt. iv. 16, but appeared to

be much straitened, and did not make a very favourable impres-

sion. I went, however, to hear him again on the afternoon of

that same Lord's day, and heardhim preach, with evident power

and demonstration of the Spirit, from Ps. lxxii. 6. He brought

out fully the highest doctrines of the Christian system, but in

such a way, and with such accompanying power of the Holy

Spirit, that I felt my prejudices and opposition entirely subdued.

Iwas a new man from that day. I had been converted for a

considerable time, but this was a second conversion. The light

of the knowledge of the glory of God had shined into my heart

more fully than before, and I lay in the dust, saying, 'Woe is

me, for I am undone ...... for mine eyes have seen the King,

the Lord of hosts.' I could never forget the solemnity of that

afternoon ; and ever since I have preached with joy all the doc-

trines ofGod's holy Word."

And with reference to the spiritual knowledge of all the truths

of God's Word, the particular back-ground of providence suited

to each is necessary to a proper and refreshing view ; so that ,

when we are led into any very difficult or trying circumstances,

instead of concluding that the Lord hath forsaken us and hath

forgotten to be gracious, we should rather conclude that the

Lord is leading us into these new circumstances to give us new

discoveries of his own truth and glory. The instructions of God's

Word being intended to correspond with the foreseen circum-

stances of all His people, we must have the circumstances,

whether joyous or sorrowful, before these instructions can

become " spirit and life" to our souls. Deeply-tried friend,
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you have no difficulty in understanding my meaning, for you

know that God's Word has been the sweetest when your cup has

been the bitterest, and that the bitterness of your trials procured

for you all that sweetness. Let us, then, " trust in the Lord

for ever." " The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want;"

though he lead me through the valley of Baca, I shall always

find there some refreshingElim with its wells of water and over-

shadowing palms.

VII. THE PATH OF LIFE.

TRAVELLERS tell us that outside the walls of Florian, a suburb of

Valletta, in the island of Malta, there is a convent, where the

monks, as they die, are carried down to the vaults and stuck up

in niches in the wall; and there, arrayed in all the habiliments of

their order, they are kept in their erect position by a chain going

round their waists; while the stone has, it is said, the singular

property ofpreserving them for a considerable period fromdecay.

The sight must be a sickening as well as a solemnising one. What

amockery of living monkery, to stick up the dead monks there !

Yet these dead men shall live. They now have all the appear-

ance of life, in the glimmering light which falls upon them; but

though dressed and standing erect as when alive, they are in

reality dead, and are kept in their present position merely by

artificial means.

Andit is sad to think that this mimicry of continued life forms

a too appropriate illustration of the state in which even true

Christians are sometimes found. The breath of the divine life-

the life ofGod in their souls-appears to have been extinguished.

They are still clothed in all the habiliments of their Christian

profession, but they are now only bound to the preserving Rock

by the strong chain that keeps them in their erect position; and

their existence is artificial, not vital-at least they are not con-

scious of vitality. Their spiritual life is suspended; but they

shall yet live. Such was the experience of the psalmist, whenhe

penned the following mournful lines :-

O Lord God of my salvation,

I cryday and night unto thee.

Let my prayer come before thee:

Incline thine ear unto my cry;

For my soul is full of troubles :

And my life draweth nigh unto the grave.
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Iam counted with those who go down into the pit :

I am as a man who hath no strength;

Laid low among the dead:

Like the slain who lie in the grave,

Whom thou rememberest no more:

And they are cut off from thy hand.

Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit,

In darkness , inthe shadow ofdeath.

Thy wrath lieth hard uponme,

And thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves.

Iam shut up, and I cannot come forth.

Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction:

Lord, I have called daily upon thee,

I have stretched out my hands unto thee.

Lord why castest thou off my soul?

Why hidest thou thy face from me?

While I suffer thy terrors I am distracted.

But the Lord does not forsake his people. He despiseth not

his prisoners. The very next psalm commences with the ex-

clamation ofdeliverance experienced : " Iwill sing of the mercies

of the Lord for ever." So sudden is the change from death with

its mourning to life with its joy and song.

It is certainly the most trying of all God'sdispensations to

have His Spirit withdrawn, and to be in that condition whenwe

are compelled to say, "He hath made me to dwell in darkness,

as those that have been long dead: therefore is my spirit over-

whelmed within me, my heart within me is desolate." But it is

such an experience that teaches us that the divine life within us

is not a lampwhich we cantrim, oil, and keep burning, but which

must be trimmed by the High Priest of our profession, and made

to burn brightly byhaving a continued supply of the oil ofdivine

grace communicated by "the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. " And

it is such an experience that will lead us earnestly to pray for

Jehovah's quickening grace. This melancholy, death-like state

ofsoul, is commonly brought on by indulging in known sin, and

retaining an unpurged conscience. Theconscience must be kept

in ahealthy and thorough working condition; for it being to our

spiritual existence what the stomach is to our physical constitu-

tion, if it is not kept in a state of health and vigour, our whole

spiritual constitution must become disordered and unhealthy. It

was indulgence in known sin that brought David the king into

thedead and dangerous condition of soul which produced that

hardness of heart, unbelief, and forgetfulness of God, which led

to his numbering the people; and to the consequent terrible in-

fliction of the judgments of God. And as long as he continued

inthesullen, carnal, unconfessing state, his " moisture was turned

into the drought of summer." But as soon as he confessed his
C
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sin, in the thoroughly penitent and ingenuous manner recorded

in the fifty-first psalm, his conscience was cleared ; and the first

burst of returning life formed itselfinto the joyous exclamation,

" O the blessedness of transgression forgiven ! sin covered ! "

There are few, we believe, who understand whatBunyan means

by his "Valley of the Shadow of Death;" but it has a terrible

meaning to those who pass through it : and as "the path of life "

lies right through it, ifwe would have " life more abundantly,"

wemust, at one time or other, walk through its dangerous and

solitary gloom. I believe Bunyan meant by " The Valley of the

Shadow of Death," that experience of true Christians which is

commonly known by "walking in darkness" having to grope

their way under the hidings of God's countenance, while their

own minds are filled with confusion, and they are so perplexed

with the temptations of Satan, that they are at their wit's end.

It is difficult to walk in it, for the way is narrow, the darkness is

dreadful, and there is " a deep ditch on the one side, and a quag

on the other." When God's countenance is withdrawn-when

the mind is confused-when Satan is suggesting blasphemies and

every pollution and wickedness-when the breathings of the

Spirit are not realized when the Word becomes powerless, and

the heart gets out of living fellowship with Jesus,-how apt we

are to depart from that narrow wayand fall into the " quag" of

outward sin, as did King David ; or into the deep ditch of errone-

ous doctrines, as did many in the churches of Galatia ! Those

only who know "the hardships and adversities of the Christian

life," are acquainted experimentally with " The Valley of the

Shadow ofDeath," and can enter with sympathetic feeling into

the following : " Owing to bodily weakness, you, as well as my-

self, are more exposed to the fiery darts which Satan is ever seek-

ing to cast through the arrow-slip ofimagination into the citadel

ofthe heart-doubts, fears, anxieties, misgivings, despondencies

-than ifyou were enjoying vigour of bodily health, and buoy-

ancy ofanimal spirits. Invalids, and especially those labouring

under diseases which have the effect of depressing the mind-an

effect not to be removed wholly by anything but the removal of

the cause itself-these seem to be the forlorn hope of the Redeem-

er's army, set forward to the endurance of greater spiritual hard-

ships, and to more desperate encounters with the enemy ofsouls,

than other soldiers of the cross. But this is the victory that

overcometh the world, even our faith ;' and our faith overcomes

by identifying us with the Son ofGod. Faith stands in the battle-

fieldand cries, ' Jesus, the SonofGod, anointed Saviour-He who
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knew no sin-was made sin for me; and I am the righteousness

ofGod in Him !' This is at once the armour, the war-cry, the

battle, the victory, and the triumph. Resisted in this Gospel-

spirit, Satan is turned to flight, and the believer remains master of

the field."1 Or, to quote the experience of another : "Ithought,

whenIbegan to read a volume of precious Christian experience,

that I was to be quickened by it, as Ihad been by another some

timebefore; butIhave read halfthrough it in amiserablylow tone

ofspirit. This train of thought passed through my mind, and

produced darkness and unbelief: 'You act as if you could com-

mand the life-giving grace of the HolySpirit. Besides, your ex-

pectation is presumption. How can you expect to have this

volumeblessed to your spiritual edification,when a fortnight ago

youhad such ablessed time of brokenness ofheart, and weeping

joy over a similar one, and you have beenhardening your heart,

goingback and sinning against the love ofGod ever since? You

would live upon religious stimulants, and not on Christ the bread

of life; and your life is that ofan occasional spiritual excitement,

followedby corresponding collapse.' Here Satan seemed to say,

'Read on, andget your much-loved stimulus. I wish you great

elevation and muchjoy.' And sin and unbelief shut me up to

bederidedby him; for I felt none of the breathing of the Spirit

within me, and Iwas ashamed to look to Jesus, it was so like

making Christ the minister ofsin. Ihad weptjoyfully and witha

deeply-humbledspirit over the formervolume; but although Iread

truth equally momentous and impressive, and longed far more

for theblessing than Idid then, there was no feeling-the Lord

was silent towards me. Not a tear would come, and I felt con-

scious none could. How dreadful this experience of ' consciousdeath!'

"Mywork also proves sometimes very deadening. It is not

easy to read the organs ofatheism, infidelity, andrationalism, and

sustain no spiritual injury; nor isit easy to have one's mindbrought

intodaily contact with the quintessence of worldliness, such as

is to be found in the columns of newspapers and current litera-

ture, and maintain fellowship with the living God. One must

learn to "pray without ceasing" in order to have communion

with the invisible Jehovah in a world like ours.

"Oh, how vitalizing to the soul is uninterrupted communion

with God! What freshness, energy, and liveliness it would in-

sure ! I would then grow in grace, and would no longer be so

pale-faced spiritually as I have lately been. Angels will surely

1Rev. W. H. Hewitson.
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wonder at my present emaciated appearance; and devils, the

more knowing and surgeon-like of them-may have predicted

the daywhen I am likely to expire! I feel no spiritual life within

me; but surely I am not to be left to perish utterly! Oh, dread-

ful thought ! die eternally! But ifI would live, I must eat ; and

if Iwould eat that which is good, I must come to God for it,

grudging neither the distance nor the difficult travelling in the

present Crimean state of the roads. My state is wretched ; but

before it can be bettered I must come to my Father's house, where

'there is bread enough and to spare'-otherwise ' I perish with

hunger.' At present I seem to be trying to live, like the tune-

less birds ofwinter during a protracted snow-storm, upon the pre-

carious and accidental provision of spare and slender crumbs

around the doors of a house where the inmates are feasting daily

on nourishing and ample fare.

"Spiritual freshness and vigour of soul cannot be obtained in

such circumstances. I remember once saying to anhonest coun-

tryman, who, after a day ofhard labour, had walked five miles to

hearsermon, and who had to walk the same distance returning,-

' You have come a long way; you will be verytired before you get

back. ' His answer was an unfinished sentence, but very signifi-

cant,-'But when there is the desire, Sir.' I quite understood

him: 'When there is the Spirit-imparted desire in a man's soul

for the bread of life, ten miles of road are reckoned nothing by

him.' Had I but this desire, I would think nothing of travelling

tenmiles in spirit before God at the throne of grace, to obtain a

fresh, invigorating supply of ' the bread of life.' I have a weak

frame, and I have sometimes shortened my devotional exercises

out of compassion for my fragile system,-for there is nothing so

wearing as prayer in certain states, as sickly people know too

well; but I fear I have been injured in spirit by listening too

frequently to the carnal advice of nature-' Spare thyself.' But

now that I am better I feel no more desire than formerly, and

am as apt to shrink from intense and continued application of

spirit inwaiting uponGod. If I could travel comfortably by a

first-class express train, or send a cheap message by telegraph,

and have little or no trouble, Ishould have bread from heaven in

great abundance all the year over. But having to submit to the

old process of walking for it in the present Balaclava state of

affairs, alters the case very materially, and leaves me destitute

of a sufficient supply to support life. Create within me a

new heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Give

me the heart that will make me willing to travel any distance
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for the precious bread of life. This desolateness of soul is hard to

bear. Lord, quicken me bythy Almighty Spirit. O for a soft-

ened heart-a spiritual mind-a soul filled with the life of God!

Hear me speedily, O Lord: my spirit faileth . Hide not thy face

from me, lest Ibe like unto them that go down into the pit. Say

unto my soul, I am thy salvation."

The path of life is indeed a path we naturally know not, and

whichwe should neverknow but for the Lord's gracious leadings.

We are to be followers of Jesus in this as well as in every thing

else; and his path of life lay through the valley of the shadow of

death. He who is emphatically the Life passed through the men-

tal anguish and suffering of the garden of Gethsemane and the

cross of Calvary, and lay under the gloom and darkness of the

grave, before He became "the Living One to the ages of ages,"

possessed of a "resurrection life," which is not subject to decay

or death : and we too, being reckoned as one with Him, must

"know the fellowship of His sufferings, and be made comformable

unto His death," ifwe would "know Him and the power of His

resurrection, " and "walk in newness of life, not after the flesh,

but after the Spirit."

It was when the beloved disciple fell as dead at Emmanuel's

feet, when he beheld His glory as the risen and reigning One,

that he had to make the following blessed record,-"He laid His

right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; I am the first and the last,

andthe living One; and I was the dead One, and, behold, I am the

living One to the ages to ages, Amen; and have the keys of the

unseen and of death." And He not only by this showed him

the path of life, but He opened the unseen and showed him the

path of the Church's life. And whoever reads the book of

Revelation will have no difficulty in perceiving that it lies di-

rectly through the midst of the valley of the shadow of death ;

but on the farther end of that path shines "the bright and

morning star," which ushers in the period of resurrection life and

eternal glory, and "there shall be no night there. "

Wherefore, brethren, fear not, when passing through the most

painful spiritual experience. Jesus lives, and he says to us, "I

am the Resurrection andthe Life; he that believeth onme, though

he were dead yet shall he live." Your bitter experience will be

made effectual by the grace of God in expelling levity, vain-

confidence, self-sufficiency, and self-exultation ; and while the

exuberance of feeling and activity which characterise the babe in

Christ may leave you, a mellowness ofgenuine Christian experi-

ence will be produced, and a deep flowing tide of spiritual life will



38 THE LEADINGS OF THE LORD.

remain which will augment in depth and volume as it moves

noiselessly onwards to the great ocean of "life everlasting."

VIII. THE PATH OF GLORY.

THE Lord ofglory gives us this as the last revelation of Himself,

"I am the root and the offspring ofDavid, the bright and Morn-

ing Star." How full ofmeaning! How deeply instructive! In

the Apocalypse our Lord has given us an epitome of the history

of His church's course through this evil and rebellious world,

from the times of his immediate followers "till the day of re-

demption," when "the holy city, New Jerusalem descends from

heaven" illumined by "the glory of God," and when " the

nations of them that are saved shall walk in the light of it, and

the kings of the earth shall bring their glory and honour into

it. " Here, as we have already said, the attentive reader will find

that the Church's path lies directly through the midst "of the

darkness of this world" and in such circumstances she needed to

have her thoughts directed to the Coming Glory and the Morn-

ing Star. But why should David be mentioned? Why should

the Exalted Jesus say, "I am the root and the offspring of

David," at the same time that he says, "I am the bright and

Morning Star ? " The two references are most appropriate to the

circumstances. The Lord Jesus speaks as the Anointed, right-

ful but rejected King giving his faithful followers intimation both

ofdanger and deliverance. He is David's Lord and David's Son

-and has a right to sit on "the throne of his father David,"

swaying the sceptre of righteousness "from sea to sea and from

the river to the ends of the earth." But the world has rejected

Him and " the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them

who believe not lest the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ

should shine unto them." David's experience becomes the ex-

perience ofDavid's Lord.

There never was a man so tried and persecuted as was the

anointed David, save "the Man Christ Jesus." He was hunted

"like a partridge upon the mountains," by Saul, the God-rejected

and condemned prince, simply because he was God's approved

and anointed king. His path to the glory of royal and actual do-

minion was often dark and crooked, but hisGod fulfilled his gra-

cious promise in his experience, and "made darkness light before
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himandcrooked things straight;" and after living for years the life

ofa compulsory outlaw in the kingdom God had given him, and

even after being forced to retire from it altogether, and to reside

for a time elsewhere, he was eventually seated upon the throne

of Jehovah as ruler over his people. In the deepest sorrows of

persecution and rejection, he could still trust in his God, because

Heknew that He was His chosen King-His anointed Sovereign;

and He could even then address His enemies in the language of

triumphant expostulation;-"O ye sons of men, how long willye

turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and

seek after leasing? But know that the Lord hath set apart him

that is godly for Himself; the Lord will hear when I call unto

Him.

Jesus " the King of glory" was made flesh and dweltamong us

full of grace and truth, and his disciples beheld his glory, the

gloryas of the only-begotten of the Father. They saw His glory

onthe mount of Transfiguration when Moses and Elias, repre-

sentatives of His risen and translated church appeared with

Him and His awe-struck followers, fell down before Him, and

heardHim approved ofGod, as His beloved Son, in whom Hewas

well-pleased, and whom He had set over His holy hill of Zion.

But, " He came unto His own, and His own received Him not; "

"He is despised and rejected of men. " They would not have

Him to reign over them; but at the instigation of " the prince of

this world," ' their father the devil,' they took Him by wicked

hands and crucified Him,-thus shewing at once their enmity to

God, andtheirdetermination to pour the utmost shame, ignominy

and contempt upon His chosenKing. But, notwithstanding all

their rage and opposition, " He must reign till all His enemies

be made His footstool." Although rejected by man he is not

rejected ofGod. On the contrary, He has been exalted to the

throne of His Fatherin heaven,'crownedwith gloryandhonour,'

and he has received " a name which is above every name, that

at the name ofJesus, every knee should bow, of things in heaven

and things in earth, and things under the earth, and that every

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of

God the Father!" Now Jesus' word to His disciples is, " Ye are

they who have continued with me in my temptations, and I ap-

point unto you a kingdom as my Father hath appointed unto

me, that yemay eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and

sit on thrones. " The glorified head is in heaven, the suffering

members are on earth, and if they would enter into the king-

domtheymust do it "through much tribulation," fortheycannot
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otherwise ' know the fellowship of His sufferings,' and be made

'conformable unto His death. " The disciple is not above his

master, nor the servant above his Lord; it is enough that the

disciple be as his master and the servant as his lord. Ye shall

behated of all men for my name's sake, but he that endureth to

the end shall be saved. " Jesus was despised, hated, oppressed,

rejected, and crucified: this was his path of glory, and it must

be ours also. And the book of Revelation teaches us this truth

with unmistakeable clearness. "I am the bright and morning

star," is therefore a cheering assurance to those who have to ex-

perience the rejection, persecution, opposition, or neglect of the

world during the night-period of the Church's history. The

Apocalypse, till near its close, contains the " lamentation,

mourning and woe" of a dark and cloudy night, but finally the

dawn bursts on us, and the Morning Star appears!

This, then, is the exhortation which ought to speak with so-

lemn power to the consciences and hearts of all the professed fol-

lowers of the exalted Jesus-"If ye, then, be risen with Christ,

seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the

right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on

things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with

Christ in God. When Christ who is our life shall appear, then

shall ye also appear with him in glory." Strange though it may

seem to the men of this world, the only path ofglory is the path

ofself-renunciation, unworldliness and shame. It isto be feared

that even true Christians frequently and grievously mistake the

essential heavenliness of the present dispensation in so faras they

are concerned, and consequently they greatly err in many re-

spects, and procure for themselves much chastisement, mental

anguish and sorrow, which otherwise they might avoid.

Evenwith regard to the things of time-we should be willing

to take God's path of prosperity. In obedience to God Noah ex-

pended his all upon the construction of the ark;-he forsook all

and entered it, at the command ofGod, but he came out of it the

monarch of the world! The Lord's way with His servant Job

appeared very dark, but he eventually "made darkness light be-

fore him. " The Sabeans fell upon his oxen and asses; a great

fire from heaven burnt up his sheep; the Chaldeans carried away

his camels; his sons were buried under the ruins of his eldest

son's house; he himself was delivered into the hands of Satan,

and was heavily tried in body, soul and fortune; but all tended to

his spiritual good, andterminated in his temporal prosperity. He

was brought low by afflictions, and was constrained to confess
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unto the Lord in the very depths of humility, " Behold, I am

vile! what shall I answer thee? I will lay myhand uponmy

mouth." "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but

now mine eyes seeth thee: wherefore I abhor myself, and repent

in dust and ashes ." " Also the Lord gave Job twice as much as

he had before." "So the Lord blessed the latter end ofJob more

than the beginning." "Ye have heard ofthe patience ofJob, and

ye have seen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful

and of tender mercy." It was a very mysterious and unpalatable

way that the Lord took to show Job Hislove and pity. He stript

thepatriarch of all he possessed, and gave himup tohis adversary.

Yet this was the Lord's way. And he still shows us, in these

last days, Ilis pity and tender mercy in a similar way. He

sweeps away a man's (arthly substance; deprives him of his

relatives; allows his former friends to suspect and vex him;

permits some messenger of Satan to buffet him;' some continual

' thorn' to lacerate his finer sensibilities, and allows the world to

go entirely against him. All this is hard to bear, and it is diffi-

cult in such circumstances to say, " the will of the Lord be done;"

but " light is sown for the righteous," and sooner or later it will

spring up and yield " the peaceable fruits of righteousness," to

the glory of God. It was a time of darkness to Joseph when he

was sold by his brethren to the Midianites and carried down to

Egypt, and there was no sign of light arising to dispel that dark-

ness for many a day;-in fact the darkness deepened as that holy

youth was cast into the state prison under the stigma ofan abo-

minable sin. But the Lord whom he feared and served was

watching over him, and he ' made darkness light before him, and

crooked things straight,' and bestowed upon him unexpected pro-

sperity and glory. In that oppressed, but honourable man, lay

concealed the first lord of the treasury, the premier ofEgypt.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,

But trust him for his grace;

Behind a frowning providence

Hehides a smiling face.

Such cases clearly evince the watchful providence of God, and

showunmistakeably that if itwould be for their good andHis glory

He is able to bestow upon his people the most abundant portion

even ofthe good things of this world; and, consequently, they give

point to such exhortations as, " trust in the Lord and do good, so

shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed."

Nevertheless, believers are not to set before themselves the at-

rainment of an earthly inheritance as the result of their attach



42 THE LEADINGS OF THE LORD.

ment to Christ. Godwillcertainlybe no man's debtor; for he who

says, "owe no man anything" must act out his own principle,

and therefore Jesus' words shall be fulfilled: " There is no man

that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother,

or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake and the Gospel's, but

he shall receive an hundred-fold now in this time : houses, and

brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with

persecutions, and in the world to come eternal life." Here is the

principle upon which he will act; but it is not the principle for

ourconduct. In the very same chapter in which the above occurs

we find our Lord saying to the young ruler who "had great pos-

sessions, " "One thing thou lackest." And what was that one

thing but such faith as would produce the true Christian prin-

ciple-the world-renouncing spirit ? "Go thy way, sell what-

soever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have trea-

sure in heaven, and come, take up the cross, and follow me."

One would think it was " the cross" Jesus was imposing upon

himwhen he commanded him to sell his all, and give the pro-

ceeds to the poor; but no; it was after he had said this that he

adds the other command, "take up the cross and follow me,"

clearly teaching us that the world-renouncing spirit is the law of

discipleship, and is not to be considered in the proper sense of

the term a cross which we must bear for Christ. " If any man

will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross

andfollow me; for whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and

whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it." He sums

up the matter in another place in these words: " Whosoever he

be ofyou that forsaketh not all that he hath he cannot be my

disciple." In the face of such declarations as these to entertain

the idea ofmaking the best of both worlds is to reverse the law

of discipleship, and introduce a principle at variance with the

spirit of the Gospel. The only path to glory is the path of faith.

But you may ask me, ought we not to provide for ourselves

and for our families ? Certainly, " provide things honest in

the sight of all men;" for " ifanyman provide not for his own,

and specially for those ofhis ownhouse, he hath denied the faith,

and isworse than an infidel." Christianity nowhere enjoins us

to neglect the use ofmeans for the support of ourselves and our

households ; but, on the contrary, it commands us " to work and

eat our ownbread." But it entirely forbids the heaping up of

wealth, and the aggrandisement ofself. "Lay not up for your-

selves treasures upon earth"¹ is just as binding upon us as,

In to Heeps o1 See NoteA.
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" Thou shalt not kill." The teaching of incarnate Wisdom on

this point is very plain, and very precious. In the same sermon

in which he teaches his disciples to pray, " Give us this day our

daily bread," he unfolds and illustrates the duty of ceasing to be

actuated by a spirit of unnecessary anxiety with reference to the

things of time, and of placing entire dependence on our heavenly

Father for the supply of all our wants. "Seekye first the king-

dom ofGod and his righteousness, and all these things shall be

added unto you." The apostle Paul, who was baptized into the

spirit of Him " who, though he was rich, yet for our sakes be-

came poor, that we through his poverty might be rich, " says in

one of his epistles, " Be careful for nothing, but in every thing

by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests

be made known unto God. " We are to be anxious about nothing

but prayerful for every thing. The whole matter is found in the

fourth petition of the Lord's Prayer: "Give us this day our daily

bread." But how many professing Christians there are now

whose utterance of these blessed words is a mockery of heaven !

They have "much goods laid up for many years, " that they may

be saved the trouble of daily dependence upon their heavenlyFa-

ther! Jesus teaches you to ask for "daily bread"-nothing

more; and how can you do this if you have "much goods laid up

for many years? " Your are in possession, it may be, ofhundreds

and thousands ofyour Lord's money for which you have no use

whatever, and yet you have the presumption to come to the

throne of grace and say, "Give us this day our daily bread! "

Surely the very word "our" in the Lord's prayer should teach

you to consider that ifyou have abundance you ought to "distri-

bute to the necessity" ofyour poorer brethren. The Lordteaches

you not to say "my daily bread," but "our daily bread," thus as-

sociating all disciples into one family, with our Father in heaven

at thehead of it. You, perhaps, "hide your Lord's money," be-

cause you have not sufficiently thought of your poorer brethren

in Christ, whose prayers you might be instrumental in answer-

ing by communicating to them ofyour abundance. Oh, surely it

is a searching thought to consider, that by withholding what it is

in "the power of your hand" to bestow you intercept the free

current ofyour heavenly Father's bounty, and may thus permit

some who are very dear to Him to live in straitened circum-

stances, or compel others who have a talent for publicly serving

him in the kingdom of his Son to confine their usefulness to far

narrower limits than they might do were they to receive your

encouragement, sympathy, and assistance. We are at present
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acquainted with severaldevoted men, who, by their public services

and writings, have laid the church universal under a debt ofper-

petual gratitude, who are toiling hard to support their families,

and know not sometimes what to do. Whereas were they in

possession ofeven a small part of what you may have " laid up

for many years," they might turn the world upside down by de-

veloping the great schemes of usefulness which may have been

floating in their minds for years, and which may otherwise

never be developed. Knowing that these things are so, what

weight and point does it give to the apostolic injunction:-

"Charge them that are rich in this world that they be not

high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God,

who giveth us richly all things to enjoy:-that they do good, that

they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to comти-

nicate; laying up in store forthemselves a good foundation against

the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life." (1 Tim.

vi. 17-19).

But while it is theduty and privilege of the rich to "do good,

to be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communi-

cate," it is equally the duty of the poor as well as the rich, to

"trust in the living God." Many sorrows shall the believer ex-

perience "who trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and

whose heart departeth from the Lord." But happy is he who

hasbeen convinced that "it is better to trust in the Lord than to

put confidence in man; " for "blessed is the man that trusteth in

the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is ; for he shall be as a tree

planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the

river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be

green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither

shall cease from yielding fruit." (Jer. xvii. 7, 8.) There is too

much "confidence in man" and too little "trust in the living

God" manifested by many who profess "to live and walk by

faith;" and much suffering to themselves and not a little injury

to the cause of Christ, are the inevitable consequences. The path

ofglory is the life of faith; but we aresuch unbelieving, distrust-

ful creatures, that we forget this great fact, and too often become

assimilated to the world in the management of our temporal mat-

ters, and "pierce ourselves through with many sorrows. " It takes

much discipline to teach us, that instead ofhavinga certain attach-

ment to the things of this world, we are not to love them at all ;

and that instead of trusting to our own fore-thought, plans, and

efforts, we are confidingly to trust in God, and depend upon the

evolutions of His gracious Providence for the prosperity of all
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our lawful undertakings for the support of ourselves and our

families. Ifyou who are the true people of God, will dare to live as

yourworldly neighbours do, you may expect to be taught "amore

excellent way," and to have your prayers for grace to " overcome

the world," answered " by terrible things in righteousness." If

you have been shewn from the Word of God that you oughtto

conductyour outward affairs on Christian principles and for the

glory of God,-not in accordance with " the trade spirit," the

maxims of the world, or for the gratification of self, or the im-

provement of your worldly circumstances, and you "turn away

your ear" and refuse to listen to the voice of Heavenly Wisdom,

you may expect that the God of all grace, who loves you too well

to allow you to encrust your consciences with a coating of world-

liness, will permit your own "wickedness to correct you, and

your backslidings to reprove you," that He may bring home to

your heart the painful but salutary lesson, " that it is an evil

thing and bitter that you have forsaken the Lord your God." If

you resile in heart or life from the heavenliness, devotedness, and

world-renouncing spirit of " first love," and begin to build again

the things you have professedly destroyed: if you indulge again

in the unchristian conduct of calling up before your mind's eye

dreams of ambition, pleasure, distinction, honour, or worldly

greatness; if you let in so much of the atmosphere of the world

into your heart that your spiritual affections become chilled, your

prayers cold and formal, your Christian energies relaxed, and

your life like a light in a November fog; you may expect that

youwill be led back to the real path ofglory, through some soul-

crushing ordeal and heart-rending experience, which will make

the most delicate feelings of your mental nature quiver, and ex-

pose your folly in the most humiliating manner. Those Chris-

tianswho are most thoroughly separated from the world, aremost

likely to be truly happy, vigorous and useful in the service of

their Lord and Master, for there is nothing more enfeebling than

thelove ofthe world. "The leastdeviation from the line ofrighte-

ousness will take your strength away, and leave you at the mercy

of the meanest foe . " 1

owe

Ifthere is one thing more than another with reference to the

Christian life which disciples of the Lord need to be warned

against, it is an infringement of the evangelical command "

no man anything." Dear Christian reader, beware of breaking

that commandment, for if you allow yourself to be beguiled by

Satan into the contraction ofdebt, you will at once weaken your
1

Arnot's Laws from Heaven. Nelson: Edinburgh.
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spiritual nature, and procure for yourself anxieties the most dis-

tracting, and anguish ofsoul the most intolerable, while you run

a tremendous risk ofruining your influence for life, and wounding

your Saviour in the house of His friends. On no account dare

to deviate from the path of rectitude,byincurring responsibilities

which you cannot meet. Do not allow yourself tobe entangled

in worldly affairs, by trusting to the considerate assistance of

friends. You will get many friends to take an interest in your

welfare as long as you do not require their assistance; but you

will find in"the evil day," after "your foot has been snared and

taken," that single-handed and alone you will be compelled to

battlewith your difficulties, and extricate yourself the best way

youcan;and sooner orlateryou will certainly be made to acknow-

ledge that you "have changed your gloryfor that which doth not

profit," and "commited two evils" since you "have forsakenGod

the fountain of living waters, and hewed out for yourself cisterns,

broken cisterns, that canhold no water." And ifyou have been

taughtfromtheword, andhaveexperienced the blessedness ofliving

byfaith and prayerfor a considerabletime, andyet through return-

ingworldliness, pride, the necessities of friends, or false humanity,

have allowed your circumstances to become involved, you may

expect much to humble you before man, and much more to lay

you in the dust before the Lord. He is certain to bring you by

away you knew not, before He makes darkness light before

you, and crooked things straight. "Be not deceived: God is

not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also

reap. " If you sow in unbelief, you may prepare to reap in

anguish. The reaping time will come to the Christian who

will not live by faith with reference to temporal things. You

have been sowing for many months a large amount of res-

ponsibility; but the harvest comes, and darkness that may be

felt settles down upon your mind. Accounts pour in upon you

from every side, and being penniless, your mind is placed upon

the rack, and becomes so dreadfully confounded, burdened, and

perturbed, that you can neither profitably think, read, pray, nor

work: and instead of having yourface shining with the spiritual

peace of former days and radiant with the smile of heavenly

enjoyment, care begins to depict in your countenance the linea-

ments of anxiety and incipient hopelessness. You wander

lonely along the highway of the world-consciously degraded,

filled with distracting thoughts respecting your own unhappy

circumstances, incapable of spiritual progess-and like a ship

becalmedin a tropic sea you are compelled to lie motionless upon
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thegreat ocean of life scorched by a flaming sun and in danger

of being stifled by the oppressive atmospere in which you are

forced to breathe. You attend the house of God-you meet with

devoted Christian brethren--you continue to drag along your

formerprofession in the accustomed ruts of duty-you still en-

deavour to do something for your Lord-but everywhere, and in

all circumstances your liabilities crowd in upon your mind and

mar your devotions, prevent your spiritual improvement, ener-

vate, burden and distract you. It is reported of a late notable

defaulter, that when Christian friends told him of the progress of

the Lord's work it seemed to give him a strange and unaccount-

able pain and uneasinss; he felt more pained than pleasedby

the information: and when the terrible crash and exposure

came, he said, " I am glad it has happened: for I have endured

a hell in my own mind in connection with it for the last six years:

Ihave not a word to say in extenuation of my conduct ; I am

guilty of enormous sin against both God and man. " This was

a dreadful condition for an outstanding professor ofreligion: does

it not speak with a trumpet-voice of warning to all Christian

disciples of every rank and age ? How gracious is our Saviour

in pointing out so plainly the path of safety, faith and glory.

He would have us to be "without carefulness." His command

is, " Live not in careful suspense" (Luke, xii. 29, 30) " for all

these things do the nations of the world seek after; and your

Father knoweth that ye have need of these things: but rather

seek ye the Kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added

unto you. " When burdened with care and anxious about your

future prospects, there is no surer or speedier way of being

relieved than " casting all your care upon Him for he careth

for you." His own blessed command is, " Cast thy burden

upon the Lord and he shall sustain thee; he shall never suffer

the righteous to be moved." 1 Let your conversation be without

1 "There is a way by which all excess of anxiety may be re-

moved, and the heart be left with all its tender affection, and yet

with no more solicitude than such as the blessed in heaven might

feel without a diminution of their happiness. It is to cast care on

God. Thatis the true and only effectual way to dispose of care.

Hecan take the burdenhowever huge or heavy. Youdo notdoubt

that; but you ask, " Will he?-May I cast it onhim? I, such a one

as I, castmy cares, the whole multitude and burden ofthem on such

abeing as God? I know the government of the mighty universe,

and the providence which extends to the minute equally as to the

magnificent-reaching low as to the fallof a sparrow, and the num-

bering of the hairs of the head, does not distract or burden him. 1

know he can take a large charge and not feel it. But will he?

Will such greatness stoop to such littleness? such holiness come
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covetousness, and be content with such things as ye have, for He

hath said, " I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. " With

such a promise there is no reason why God's people should

despond in the midst of the darkest providences, or why they

should, through impatience, adopt unscriptural means for pro-

moting their worldly interests. With a Father in heaven ever

ready to help us there is no need for rushing into debt or using

doubtful expedients to rectify circumstances which have through

ignorance and without sinfulness become involved. Many of

God's children are taught by bitter and dear-bought experience,

that they should be separated from the world, both in principle

and practice, and live as " strangers and pilgrims " here; and

happy should we be if what we have now written were usedby

theDivine Spirit to warn and instruct any of our dear readers

who have not sufficiently realized the truth that the path of

faith is the only path of glory. Whatever lukewarm professors

may say to the contrary, " affliction and poverty are the distinc-

tive features of the saints of God under the new dispensation;

affluence and exemptionfrom great suffering were probably those

of the saints of a former economy. The character of the Gos-

pel economy is unique. It is the dispensation of suffering,

the economy of the cross. The suffering of the old dispen-

sation was more in type, and shadow, and symbol; but that of

the new is the great, the dark filling up of the outline of the

picture. THE SON OF GOD SUFFERED THE SON OF GOD DIED!

And Christianity derives all its efficacy, and the Christiandis-

pensation all its character, and the Christian all his glory from

this single, this wondrous fact. " Unto you it is given, in the

behalf of Christ, not only to believe in his name, but also to suf-

fer for his sake." "Whosoever doth not bearhis cross, and come

after me, cannot be my disciple." Such is the nature of

Christ's religion, and such the terms of his discipleship-suffer-

ing and self-denial. By those who are not initiated into the

downto such vileness?" Yes, it will, for condescension is one char-

acteristic of greatness; and " the blood of Jesus Christ his Son

cleanseth us from all sin. " But why do I reason? Does not the

HolyGhost say by David, " Cast thy burdenupon the Lord and he

shall sustain thee?" and by Peter " Casting all your care upon

Him?" and by Paul " Be careful for nothing? " And does not Im-

manuel Himself say, " Come unto me all ye that labour and are

heavy laden and I will give you rest?" No longer ask if you may.

but use your privilege. Here is your authority. The Lord says

you maydo it-nay, more-commands you to do it. It is your

duty as well as your privilege. So far is it from being presumption

tocastyour care on God it is a sin not to do it."-Practical Thoughts

by William Nevins, D.D.
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mysteries ofthe kingdomofgrace, this is a truthhard to be under-

stood. To them it is inexplicable how one whose person is loved

by God, whose sins Christ has forgiven, whose life appears holy,

useful, and honoured, should be the subject of divine correction,

and perhaps, in some instances, should, more than others, seem

smitten of God, and afflicted. But, to those who are students of

Christ, who learn at the feet of Jesus, this is not an insoluble

problem ¹ "WhenGod saves a soul, he tries it. He never gives

faith without trying it. The way to Zion is through the valley

of Baca. You must go through the wilderness of Jordan if you

are to come to the Land of Promise. Some believers are much

surprised when they are called to suffer. They thought they

would do some great thing for God; but all that God permits

them to do is to suffer. Go round every one in glory-every one

has a different story, yet every one has a tale of suffering. One

was persecuted in his family by his friends and companions; an-

other wasvisited bysorepains and humbling disease-neglectedby

the world; another was bereaved of children; another had all these

afflictions meeting in one-deepcalled unto deep. Mark, all are

brought out of them. " These are they which came out of great

tribulation." It was a dark cloud, but it passed away; the water

was deep, but they have reached the other side. Not one of them

blames God for the road he led them-" Salvation " is their only

cry. Is there any of you dear readers murmuring at your lot?

Do not sin against God. This is the way God leads all his

redeemed ones. You must have a palm as well as a white robe .

No pain, no palm; no cross, no crown; no thorn, no throne; no

gall, no glory. Learn to glory in tribulations also. " I reckon

that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy tobe com-

paredwith the glory that shall be revealed in us." 2

"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which

is to try you as though some strange thing happened unto you:

but rejoice in as much as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings,

that when HIS GLORY shall be revealed ye may be glad also with

exceeding joy. " Until his glory be revealed, we must not aspire

to any glory here but follow in his footsteps, arming ourselves

likewise with the same mind. Our only safe attitude is that of

coming upfrom the wilderness leaning upon our Beloved. This

is not our rest-our " rest is GLORY. " (Isa. xi. 10.) This is the

place of our Lord's rejection, and we could not wish that the

world which crowned our Divine Master with thorns-the sym-

1 IT IS WELL, by Octavius Winslow, D. D.

2M'Cheyne's Sermons.

D
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bols of earth's evil condition-and nailed him to the ignominious

cross as an accursed one, would crown us with wreaths of laurel,

and cherish and love us as its truest friends and chosen compan-

ions. He lived, for the greater part of his sojourn here, in a

lowly, obscure, and mean condition; and, after he entered on his

public ministry, hecould say "the foxes have holes, and the birds

ofthe air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay

his head." And, if He who, " though He was rich, yet for our

sakes became poor," lived in such circumstances, it would surely

be most unbecoming in us, his professed friends and followers,

to aim at being great, rich, honoured, or renowned. " Let this

mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in

the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God,

but made himself ofno reputation, and took upon him the form

ofa servant, and was made in the likeness of men; and being

sound in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obe-

dient unto death, even the death of the Cross. "

Oh, to be so thoroughly possessed of the lowly and self-abne-

gating mind of Christ, that we could enter personally and en-

thusiastically into the Apostle's triumphant, but self-renouncing

experience, when he says, " I am crucified with Christ; neverthe-

less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which

Inow live in the flesh, I live bythe faith of the Son of God, who

loved me, and gave Himself for me." " But we speakthe wisdom

ofGod in amystery, even the hidden wisdom which God ordained

before the world unto our glory; which none of the princes of

this world knew, for, had they known it, they would not have

crucified the Lord ofGlory." However lowly their earthly lot

may be, " the wise shall inherit glory," for "the God of all grace"

hath called them " unto his eternal glory by Jesus Christ," and

he will bring his "many sons to glory," after they, like the Cap-

tain oftheir salvation, have been "made perfectthrough sufferings."

The bright and Morning Star now shines uponthe horizon ofthe

night of ages-the day will soon break, and the shadows flee

away: the Lord Himself shall come at length " with power and

great glory, " to judge the world in righteousness, take vengeance

on them that know not God, and destroy antichrist by " the

brightness ofhis coming;" and then " the kingdom anddominion,

and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall

be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose

kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve

and obeyhim."

We have no bright prospects here, but we have the brightest



THE PATH OF GLORY. 51

prospects for " the world to come." We shall be with our be-

loved Saviour in his kingdom, and be satisfied with the spiritual

refreshment which shall be given us in his glorious presence.

And our trials here shall even fit us for higher enjoyment there:

" for our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh out

for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we

look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which

are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal; but

the things which are not seen are eternal. "

:

These are the crowns that we shall wear,

When all thy saints are crown'd;

These are the palms that we shall bear

On yonder holy ground.

Far off as yet , reserved in heaven,

Above that veiling sky,

They sparkle, like the star ofeven,

To hope's far-piercing eye.

These are the robes, unsoil'd andwhite,

Which then we shall put on,

When, foremost 'mong the sons of light,

We sit on yonder throne.

That City with thejewell'd crest,

Like some new-lighted sun;

Ablaze ofburning amethyst-

Ten thousand orbs in one;-

That is the city ofthe saints,

Wherewe so soon shall stand,

When we shall strike these desert-tents,

Andquit this desert-sand.

These are the everlasting hills,

With summits bathed in day;

The slopes down which the living rills,

Soft-lapsing, take their way.

Fairvision! how thydistant gleam

Brightens time's saddest hue;

Far fairer than the fairest dream,

Andyet so strangely true!

Fair vision! how thou liftest up

Thedrooping brow and eye;

With thecalmjoy of thy surehope

Fixing our souls onhigh.

Thy light makes even thedarkest page

Inmemory's scroll grow fair;

Blanching the lines which tears and age

Had only deepened there.

With thee in view, the rugged slope

Becomes alevelway,

Smoothed by the magic of thy hope,

Andgladden'd by thy ray.

With thee in view, how poor appear

The world's most winning smiles;

Vainis the tempter's subtlest snare,

And vain hell's varied wiles .

Time's glory fades; its beautynow

Has ceasedto lure or blind;

Each gay enchantment here below

Has lost itspower tobind. NATIONAL
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Then welcome toil, and care, and pain!

Andwelcome sorrow too!

All toil is rest , all grief is gain,

With such a prize in view.

Comecrown and throne, come robe and palm!

Burst forth glad stream of peace!

Come,holy city ofthe Lamb!

Rise, Sun of Righteousness!

When shall the clouds that veil thy rays

For everbe withdrawn?

Whydostthou tarry, day ofdays?

When shall thy gladness dawn! 1

NOTE A.

"" Lay not up foryourselves treasures upon earth,' is just as binding upon

us as ' thou shalt not kill.' "-(PATH OF GLORY, Page 42.)

THIS is a truth which, we believe, the great majority of

Christians have yet to learn. Theymay know it naturally, as a

passage of Scripture to which they give their assent, and which

they would by no means reject; but they have not received it

spiritually as a personal conviction, nor do they act upon it as a

fundamental principle laid down by the Holy Ghost for the

regulation of their life and conduct. But unless that great prin-

ciple be spiritually communicated, and rigidly adhered to,

the full liberty and happiness of the Christian life cannot be

experienced; and, in these circumstances, the Christian instruc-

tor can hardly do a greater service to the Church than to incul-

cate this much-neglected doctrine. The subject was first forcibly

presented to the mind of the writer some years ago, in perusing

a volume, published by Nisbets, London, entitled " Some of the

Lord's dealings with George Müller." The reader will find a

reference to the work and labour of love carried on by this single-

hearted brother in "Leadings of the Lord," p. 20. His course

has been one of the most wonderful on record; and, his life

thoroughly exemplifying his teaching, his interpretation of

Scripture is to be regarded with much respect. In his volume

he gives an account of his conversion and life of faith, with the

success of prayer in providing means to support the work of

God in his hands; and, in the end, he gives several expositions

of passages bearing on the life of faith. The following is one of

them. May the Lord bless it to every reader :-
In Matthew vi. 19-21, it is written: "Lay not up for your-

selves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt,

and where thieves break through and steal; but lay up for your-

1 Songs of Faith and Hope, by the Rev. Dr. Bonar. The best volume of

genuine religious poetry extant. James Nisbet and Co.: London.
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selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor-

rupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for

where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. "-Observe,

dear reader, the following points concerning this part of the

divine testimony: 1. It is the Lord Jesus, our Lord and Master,

who speaks this as the lawgiver of His people. He who has in-

finite wisdom and unfathomable love to us, who therefore both

knows what is for our real welfare and happiness, and who

cannot exact from us any requirement inconsistent with that

love which led Him to lay down His life for us. Remembering,

then, who it is who speaks to us in these verses, let us consider

them. 2. His counsel, His affectionate entreaty, and His com-

mandment to us His disciples is: "Lay not up for yourselves

treasures upon earth. " The meaning obviously is, that the dis-

ciples of the Lord Jesus, being strangers and pilgrims on earth,

i.e., neither belonging to the earth nor expecting to remainin it,

should not seek to increase their earthly possessions, in whatever

thesepossessions mayconsist. This is a word for poor believers as

well as for rich believers; it has as much reference to putting

shillings into the savings' bank as to putting thousands ofpounds

into thefunds, or purchasing one house, or one farm after another.

-Itmay be said, but does not every prudent and provident per-

son seek to increase his means that he mayhave a goodly portion

to leave to his children, or to have something for old age, or for

the time ofsickness, &c.? My reply is, it is quite true that this

is the custom of the world. It was thus in the days of ourLord,

and Paul refers to this custom of the world when he says, " The

children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for

the children. " 2 Cor. xii. 14. But whilst thus it is in the world,

and we have every reason to believe ever will be so among those

that are of the world, and who therefore have their portion on

earth, we disciples of the Lord Jesus being born again, being the

children of God not nominally, but really, being truly partakers

of the divine nature, being in fellowship with the Father andthe

Son, and having in prospect " an inheritance incorruptible, and

undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (1 Peter i. 4), ought in

every respect to act differently from the world, and so in this

particular also. Ifwe disciples of the Lord Jesus seek, like the

people of the world, after an increase of our possessions, maynot

those who are of the world justly question whether we believe

what we say, when we speak about our inheritance, our heavenly

calling, our being the children of God, &c. ? Often it must be a

sad stumblingblock to the unbeliever to see a professed believer
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in the Lord Jesus acting in this particular just like Himself.

Consider this, dear brethren in the Lord, should this remark

apply to you. I have more than once had the following passage

quoted to me as proof that parents ought to lay up money for

their children, or husbands for their wives: "But if any provide

not for his own, and especially for those of his own house (or

kindred), he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel,"

1 Tim. v. 8. It is, however, concerning this verse, only needful,

in child-like simplicity, to read the connection from verse 3 to

5, and it will be obvious that the meaning is this, that whilst

the poor widows of the church are to be cared for by the church,

yet if any such needy believing widow had children or grand-

children (not nephews), these children or grandchildren should

provide for the widow, that the church might not be charged ;

but that, if a believer's child, or grandchild in such a case did

not do so, such an one did not act according to the obligations

laid upon him by his holy faith, and was worse than an unbe-

liever. Not a word, then, is there in this passage to favour the

laying up treasures upon earth for our children, or our wives.

3. Our Lord says about the earth, that it is a place "where moth

and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and

steal. " All, that is of the earth, and in anywayconnectedwith

it, is subject to corruption, to change, to dissolution. There is

no reality, or substance, in any thing else but in heavenly things.

Often the careful amassing of earthly possessions ends in losing

them in amoment by fire, by robbery, by a change in mercantile

concerns, by loss of work, &c.; but suppose all this were not the

case, still, yet a little while, and thy soul shall be required of

thee, or yet a little while, and the Lord Jesus will return, and

what profit shalt thou then have, dear reader, if thou hast care-

fully sought to increase thy earthly possessions ? My brother, if

there was one particle of real benefit to be derived from it, would

not He, whose love to us has been proved to the uttermost, have

wished that you and I should have it? If, in the least degree,

it could tend to the increase of our peace, or joy in the Holy

Ghost, or heavenly-mindedness, He, who laid down His life for

us, would have commanded us, to " LAY UP treasure upon earth. "

4. Our Lord, however, does not merely bid us, not to lay up

treasure upon earth ; for if He had said no more, this His

commandment might be abused, and persons might find in it an

encouragement for their extravagant habits, for their love of

pleasure, for their habit of spending every thing theyhave, orcan

obtain upon themselves. It does not mean, then, as is thecom
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mon phrase, that we should "live up to our income," for, He

adds; " But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven." There

is such a thing as laying up as truly in heaven as there is laying

up on earth ; if it were not so, our Lord would not have said

80.
Just as persons put one sum after the other into the bank,

and it is put down to their credit, and they may use the money

afterwards : so truly the penny, the shilling, the pound, the

hundred pounds, the ten thousand pounds, given for the Lord's

sake, and constrained by the love ofJesus, to poor brethren, or in

any way spent in the work of God, He marks down in the book

of remembrance, He considers as laid up in heaven. The money

is not lost, it is laid up in the bank ofheaven ; yet so, that whilst

an earthly bank may break, or through earthly circumstances we

may lose our earthly possessions, the money which is thus se-

cured in heaven cannot be lost. But this is by no means the

only difference. I notice a few more points. Treasures laid up

on earth bring along with them many cares ; treasures laid

up in heaven never give care. Treasures laid up on earth

never can afford spiritual joy; treasures laid up in heaven

bring along with them peace and joy in the Holy Ghost even

now. Treasures laid up on earth, in a dying hour cannot

afford peace and comfort, and when life is over, they are taken

from us; treasures laid up in heaven draw forth thanksgiving

that we are permitted and counted worthy to serve the Lord

with the means with which He was pleased to entrust us as

stewards, and when this life is over, we are not deprived of what

was laid up there, but when wego to heaven we go to the place

where our treasures are, and we shall find them there. Often

we hear it said when a person has died: he died worth so much.

But whatever be the phrases common in the world, it is certain

that a person may die worth fifty thousand pounds sterling as

the world reckons, and yet that individual may not possess, in

the sight of God, one thousand pounds sterling, because he was

not rich towards God, he did not lay up treasure in heaven. And

so on the other hand, we can suppose a man ofGod falling asleep

in Jesus, and his surviving widow finding scarcely enough left

behind him to suffice for the funeral, who was nevertheless

rich towards God; in the sight of God he may possess five

thousand pounds sterling, he may have laid up that sum in

heaven. Dear reader, does your soul long to be rich towards

God, to lay up treasures in heaven ? The world passes away

and the lust thereof! Yet a little while, and our stewardship

will be taken from us. At present we have the opportunity of
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serving the Lord with our time, our talents, our bodily strength,

our gifts, and also with our property; but shortly this oppor-

tunity may cease. Oh! how shortly may it cease. Before

ever this is read by any one, I may have fallen asleep, anu the

very next day after you have read this, dear reader, you may fall

asleep, and, therefore, whilst we have the opportunity, let us

serve the Lord. I believe, and therefore I speak. My own soul

is so fully assured of the wisdom and love of the Lord towards

us His disciples as expressed in this word, that by His grace I

do most heartilyset myseal to the preciousness of the command,

and I do from my inmost soul not onlydesire not to layup trea-

sures upon earth, but, believing as I do what the Lord says, I

do desire to have grace to lay up treasures in heaven. And

then, suppose after a little while you should fall asleep, some

one may say, your wife and child will be unprovided for, because

you did not make a provision for them. My reply is, the Lord

will take care of them. The Lord will abundantly provide for

them, as He now abundantly provides for us. 5. The Lord lastly

adds: " For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."

Where should the heart ofthe disciple of the Lord Jesus be, but

inheaven? Our calling is a heavenly calling, our inheritance is

a heavenly inheritance, and reserved for us in heaven; ourcitizen-

ship is inheaven; but if we believers in the Lord Jesus layup trea-

sures on earth, the necessary result ofit is, that our hearts will be

upon earth; nay, the very fact of our doing so proves, that they

are there! Nor will it be otherwise, till there be a ceasing to

layup treasures upon earth. The believer, who lays up treasures

upon earth may, at first, not live openly in sin, he in a measure

may as yet walk with God, and bring still some honour to the

Lord in certain things; but the injurious tendencies of this

habit will show themselves more and more, whilst the habit of

laying up treasures in heaven would draw the heart more and

more heavenward; would be continually strengthening his new,

his divine nature, his spiritual faculties, because it would call his

spiritual faculties into use, and thus theywould be strengthened;

and he would more and more, whilst yet in the body, have his

heart in heaven, and set upon heavenly things: and thus the

laying up treasures in heaven would bring along with it, even

in this life, precious spiritual blessings as a reward of obedience

to the commandment of our Lord.
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