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_ In introducing tho following Addresses to public notice, it
s porhaps desirable that- a short. account of - the remarkablo
man who delivered them should bo given. Frequently, whon
a man by the force of his character is raised from his original
obscurity to a position of cuinence,: exaggeratod versions of
his eatly history gre forthcoming from the pen of individuals
who are s0 eager to'gain profit, that thoy scarcely givo either
timo or trouble to ascertuin the accuracy of -the rumours on
which, too often, . these statements are founded. This is the
case, to a considerablo nt, with tho- notices of Rjchard
‘Weaver which have be%on to the public. In the present
instance, care has been¥dKen to obtain the fullest and most
reliable information ; and the facts have been re¢orded from -
the lips of Mr. Weaver directly, or frow -his most intimate
frieu£;,, 80 that their general accuracy may be rel &d upon.

T'hé influence of early training was nover more  strikingly

- exemplified ‘than in tho present instance; and thig both for
govd and for evil. - Richard ‘Weaver was surrounded from his
birth, ‘with two opposite. sets -of influences, antagonistic in
their tendencies, and each, .in ‘turn, preponderating. He isa

. . native of Shropshire. - His father was a collier, and, like many
of that class, was a, man sunk in the depths of depravity. * A
victim to intemperapce;"he gave loose-to the vices which fol- -
low in its train, aid was a poted blasphemer and reveller. As
is too generally the ease, his family sufferéd from his drunk.
enness.  Often did his drunken madness causo - him to il ‘ase,
and agsault his wife, and this in the presence of his children.- -

‘Bcencs of this kind frequently repeated, and familiar from his

early childhood, have left a deep impression upon the mind of |

Riciym'rd; and when, in some moment of his impassioned ap-
peals, he fulminates in wrathful tones against the‘dastm‘d¥y‘
wife-beating drunkard, it is easy to see that the secret spring’

~of his keen jnvective and’ cloquent reproof is.to be found i
-his own remiuiscences of-childhood—a drunkard’s homp,
blasphemin father, and a sufférin» . afi ' '
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