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OHAPTER I. 

LEVITIOUS I. ii . 

.1.ltar,vm,ci. Well S01)l1y, sl1all ,ve 

go on with ot1r tallcs abot1t tl1e 

Biule ·? 

So_pliy� 011, IJlease -Mammn,
J 

I 

am longing to hear about the 

cl1ildren of Israel getting into 

tl1e beautift1l land, ancl I am sur� 

God was glad ,vhen His peo11le 

wore tl1ere, because He lo,rcc1 

them so mt1c·h. 
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M. True, Sophy, it is God's

delight to see ·His people rejoic­

ing in the place where His 

love puts the1n. But we shall 

find that the history of His people 

was al,vays a sorro,vful story­

tl1ough the story of God's love to 

them was always bright and 

wonderful, 

We have seen how God created 

man in His own likeness ; and 

how man disobeyed God, and was 

driven 011t from His presence, and 

fr0D1 the tree of life; and that 

man had this a,vful judgment 

,vritten upon himself, and upon 

his c)1 ild1·en : " Thou shalt surely 



die." Then we saw how God's 

grace came in,a.nd gave a protnise 

to the cl1ild of the ,voman, and 

God l{ept that IJromise al ,vays 

before Him, for He l1aJ planned 

long before ·He n1ade the world, 

and 1011g before Adam l1ad sinned, 

that He would bring in eternal 

life, instead of the life tl1at Adam 

lost by sin. And yot1 re1nember 

ho,v God taught Abel that anotl1er 

,vl10 had done no sin must die 

instead of l1in1 ; ancl Abel offered 

t1p a ]amb to Goel. B11t all men 

had not faitl1 like Abel, and tl1ey 

followed the advice of Satan, and 

kept far away fro1n God.



Then God cl1ose out one 1nan; 

who was he 1

S. AbTam.,-.,vl10 left all his

o,vn people, and l1is o,vn co1111 try, 

to go to the la11d that God told

him of. 

M. Yes. A11d you l1ave l1eard

all tl1e ,vo11tlerft1l work:s the 

Lord did to A bral1�1n and to l11is 

children. llo,v He ke1)t tl1eh1 

s_eparate from all the nations of 

t}1e. earth, a� He says; He led

them abollt, He instrt1cted t�em,

and He l{ept tl1cm as the a1Jple

of His oye ! Then He taugl1t

then1, from the glory ,vl1ore He

cl \iYolt, the 11attorn of the taber-



nacle t:l1ey were to set up for Him 

on earth; and when it ,vas 

finished He came down to sanctify 

it by His glory, and to d,vell 

among His people in holiness. 

Bt1t SIN was not put away, so 

there was a vail to l1ide God's 

tl1rone; and the priests, and 

1necliator, and brazen altar, aU 

told the sinner tl1at God ,vas 

a b:oly God. Yet God cl1ose 

Bis peo1)le to k:now Him, ancl 

therefore He made a way for them 

to co1ne to Him, by sacrifices and 

offerings; and it is about these 

that I sl1all have to tell·yo11 next; 

• f(Jr ,vl1c11 tho J,orcl hncl co1ne clo,Yn
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to the tabernacle, and filled it 

with His glory, He called to 

Moses, and. spoke to him about 

tl1ewaythepeople mightapproach 

Him. 

S. Were they going on to

Canaan all the tin1e 1 

ltf. Yes; but they weie learn­

ing God l)y tl1e way, and learning 

tl1eir own foolish hear� too­

poor people ! 

Bltt God knew what was in 

then· hearts already, and what He 

,vas doing with them was to prove 

them, to see if there was any goocl 

in them or not. And now, God 

told Moses to tell the cl1ilch,en of 
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Is1ael that, if any one wished to 

b1i.ng an offerii1g to the Lord, he 

might bring one of his cattle, of 

his herd, or of l1is flock. If it 

was for a burnt-offering, it was 

to be a male without blemish, 

and he was to bring it to the door 

of the tabernacle, and to offer it 

to the Lord; then he was to put 

his hand upon it.s head, that it 

might be accepted for him, to 

make atonement for him. We 

may suppo�e a man wishing to 

bring an offering to the Lord ; he 

goes out to his field and chooses 

a nice young bullock; he will not 

take one t.hat ha,s the least mark 
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on it, or that has had any hurt, it
must be a perfect a11imal ; and 

he brings it in thro11gl1 the co11rt­
gate, and up to the door of tl1e 

tabernacle, tl1en he puts his hands 

on its head, to show tl:iat it is 

}Jut in his place before God:, tl1at 

God migl1t accept hi1n accorcling 

to His pleasure in the offering­

then he kills it before the Lord, 

and Aaron's sons come and talce 

its blood, and sprinltle it upon the 
brazen altar-then the worship­

per cuts it in pieces, and washes 

the inside parts and the legs in 

water, while tl10 priests IJt1t fire 

upon the altar,and wood upo11 tl1e 
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fire, nnd then they lay the part3 of 

t.he bullock, its head and its fat, 

upon the fire,. and it is all bt1rnt, 

,vhile a sweet savot1r goes up 

from it to God. 

S. Why was it a sweet savour

to God 1

111. Because the fire, w,hich is

a figure of God's judgment, had 

burnt up the offering, and God's 

holiness was satisfied. Do yoll 

I'emember tbat God smelled a 

sweet smell from Noah's offering? 

S. Oh, yes ; was that because

God was satisfied 1 But why did 

He like them to worship Him in 

that way 1



M. Because theseofferings,vere

meant to sho,v ,vhat Gotl required 

of man, if man was to come near 

God. And they explain to tts 

,Yhat ,vas fulfillecl in th e offering 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, wh en 

He offered H.iu1self to God. 

S. Th at  is very wonderful t

But wh�.t does tl1e bur11t-offering 

teach us about Jesus ? 

jJ. It teacl1es us il1at Jesus 

offered Himself ent irely to God 

for� s,veet· savour; all His inward 

thougl1ts, His affections, His ,vill, 

and even His life-His ,vhole 

Person He offered to God ; and 

as the ,vhol e bullock was burnt
.,
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and its blood, its fat, its head, its 

inwa1'"d parts, were all put upon 

the altar, so every part of the 

offering of the .Lord Jesus went 

up as an offering of a sweet 

savour to God. He ca1ne to do 

God's will, and He was obedient, 

even to die, because it was God's 

will. He said, My Father loves 

me because I lay down my life; 

and in these offerings God ex­

plains to us His own delight in 

the perfect offering and holy obe­

dience of His well-beloved Son. 

S. But did thechildrenoflsrael

know that God was thinking 

about the offering of Jesus 1 
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1l/. No. They only l{ne,v tl1at 

a wl1ole burnt-offering was weJI­

pleasing to tl1e Lord, and tl1at 

He accepted the l)erson who 

offered it according to His good 

pleasure in the offering. 

If a man l1acl not a bullock, he 

might b1ing a sheep, or a g·oat, 

for·a burnt-offering·; or if Jie were 

very poor, and ha·d only fowls, 

he might bring two turtle <loves, 

or two young pigeons. It was 

just ,vhat the Lord said to Oai11·: 

If :yot1 bring tlie right ofte1·ing' 

I will accept you. 

S. But Cain ,vould not ofter

the right offering, so lie ,verit 
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away 'from Gou, n11d was very 

un ba.pJ)Y, ancl very ,vicked. 

M. Yes. The next offering the

Lord tolcl Moses a:bout was callecl 

tl1e f oocl or meat-offering. It was­

to be of fine flol1i.�, and oil, �nd 

sweet incense.._,;.things that, were 

pleasing to Goel ancl n1a�1. He, 

,vho wishecl to offer a meat-offer­

ing brought it to the ptiests, and 

l1e toolc his ha11t1ful or tl1e flo11r, 

a11d the oil, and all the incense, 

and the priest b1.11·11t it on tl1e 

braze11 ·altar for a s,vcct savour 

to the Lord, anc.l the rest of 
-

tl1e meat-offering t.l1ey ,vere to 

e-at.
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S. Why did the priests eat

pnrt of the 1neat-off ering 1

llf. Becat1se they were to have 

part with God in His pleasure in 

the meat-offering. This offering 

teacl1es t1s about the life of 

Jes11s. He was so lovely and 

peifect in all His ways down 

here as a man, that He grew up 

in favour with God and man; and 

when He was only twelve years 

old He could say : I n111st be 

about my Father,s business; and 

yet, when His n1other came to 

look for Hi111, He went ho1ne 

with her, and obeyed he1·, in tl1e 

• same 1)erfect grace ; and bef oro
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He had d.one one of tl1e wonderful 

works that God gave Him to do, 

Heaven opened upon Him, and a 

voice that He well knew, said­

f or men to hear-This is my be­

loved Son in whom I am well 

pleased. 

S. Was God well pleased be­

cause Jesus was obedient 1 

M. Yes. The Son of Go<l, the

Creator of all things, ,vho had a,

right to command every creature, 

took the place of a man, and 

learned to be obedient as a little 

child, and God delighted in Him. 

There never had been a child or 

mau in this world before, on whom 
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God cot1ld look down and say, I

a.m ,vell pleased-not even Abra­

ham, or ].foses whom God loved

so n1uch. Bt1t Jestts was always

lilce the precious meat-offering to

God, f�·om the ti1ne Ile was a

little baby in the 1na11ger, until

He went back to Heaven again,

His whole life was like a sweet

�avour going t1p to Goel: .and this

is vhat tl1e n1eat-oflering was a

figure of, .and the })I�ies ts were to

911jo.y it too
J 

just as ,ve, if w�e

Jove ·Jest1s,.enjoy thinking of a,U

IT13 g1�nce and perfect11ess.

S. I Ji]ce to hear about �rcsus
whoo ·He ,vas n little child. 
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M. It is wonderful to tl1ink

of Him, who created everything, 

collllng do,vn so low to bring us 

to God. 
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M. The next offering the Lo:rrl

tolll Moses about He called ihe 

peace-offering. It was to be taken 

out of the floclr, or the herd; and 

the offerer laid l1is hand UJ)On its 

head, and killed it at tl1e door of 

tl1e tabernacle, and the priests 

sprinkled the blood ro11nd abot1t. 

the altar, then all tl1e fab ,vaR 

tak:on out of the animn,l, aiid tho 

priests bttrnt it on the b1·azo11 
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al tar along ,vith the burnt-offer­

ing·, for a sweet savour, for all the 

fat was the Lord's. 

S. Why ,vas the fat God's part 1

M. The children of Israel were

neither to eat fat nor blood, be­

cause the blood was the life, and 

the life belonged to God who 

gave it, and the fat was the health 

and strength of the animal, and 

was meant as a figure of the 

inwarrl thoughts and affections. 

The Lord Jesus was tl1e true 

peace-offering, and all His heart 

and mind were so holy and perfect 

before God, that they were lilce 

th.c fnt thUit was burnt on the
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altar, alwa�ys a s,veet savour to 

God� 

No unclean person could eat 

any of the peace-offering, just 

as, no. Cl1ris.tian, wl10 is not in 

the Spirit, can have c.01nmunion� 

with God 110w.

S. ,vhat is communion with

God1 

M. It is having Ris kind oi

delight in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

God invites llS to share in His 

thougl1ts, and. this is \vl-iy He 

teaches us·so 111ucl1 about His o:wn 

belo.ved Son, that we may deligl1b 

in Him now : and when we see 

Eim iu heaven, and lt11ow Him 
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perfectly, we. shall thinl� of Hin1 

as God does. 

S. Must people have the Holy
Spirit to delight in Jesus 1

111. Yes-. God's :Holy Spirit
brings down God's love into ou_i· 
hearts, and makes t1s know J est1s, 
and understand His Word, and 
He searches out all the deep 
things tliat Goel has prepared 
for those who love Him·. Lt is 
the • Holy Spi1it that 111akes 
tis enjoy tl1ese little tu.iks ibolit 
God's Word, because He-teaches 
our hearts to ha,Te confidence 
in the a·od w·e are tall{ing abbut ; 
but we ·never enjoy God t111til
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we know that He has saved us, 

and brought us as children to 

Himself. 

N o,v after the Lord had told 

Moses about these three l{inds 

of offerings by which His peo­

ple were to worship Him, He 

told hin1 of another kind of offer­

ing whicl1 was quite different 

from all the rest. It was not to 

be burnt on the brazen altar, and 

it was not for a sweet savour to 

the Lord. 

S. Why mamma, was it not

holy like the others 1

1,f. It was quite as l1oly as any 

of the other offerings. It was to 
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be a young bullocl{ without 

blemish. It was brought to the 

door of the tabernacle, and it was 

killed tl1ere; but it was to be 

offered for SIN ; therefore God 

said it ,vas to be carried outside 

the camp, away from the taber­

nacle, and from all the tents of 

the people, and bur11t there by 

itself in a clean place. 

S. Why ,vould God not let

the sin-offering be burnt on the 

altar? 

JJf. Be.cat1se He was too angry 

with sin to let it come near His 

dwelling-place, the offering was 

made sin, when it was offered for 
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the sin of the })erson, a;nd God 

would ha\1e no s,veet incense 

burnt with it-He sent it out 

from His tabernacle to be· burnt 

all alone in n, place by itself: 

S. ·How was that like J estts 1

JI/. Wl1en J�su·s took: the sin­

net's· place upon the ctoss, He 

,vas·made s'in, and He became the 

sin-offering; and the·11 the holy 

God ttu·ne<l a,vay His face from 

IIim, so th·at J e.:;us criecl out: My 

God, my Goel, wl1y l1ast thou 

forsaken n1e ? 

S. But did G'od really fo1·sake

Jesus ,v hen He bore ot1r sin 1

M. For the time in Wl1ich He
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was l)ea1�ing sin He clid, bt1t we 

know that God al,vays delig·bted 

in Him, and it ,vas only "because 

Hs bore our .si11 that God turned 

away His face, t.o sho,v His holy 

anger against sin, And even ib 

the sin-offeri11g, all the fat and 

the· blood were brought to. God, 

t-o show that ,vhat __ Jesus ,vas in 

Himself God delighted, in,; and 

the blood was brougl1t by the: 

priest into the tabernacle, a11d 

s1)rinklecl seven ti1nes before tl1e 

Lord, before the bealltiful vail; 

and he was to ·dip his finger in it
1

and put it on the hor11s of tl1e 

altar of incense. 
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S. But wl1y ,vas that offering

to be ,vitl1ot1t blemish, when it 

was to be off e1·ed for sin 1

M. Because notl1ing showed

the perfectness of the blessed 

Jesus-so much, as His being made 

sin for us. If He had had any 

sin of His ow11, He could not have 

borne our sin. The most holy 
G,; 

man that ever lived could not do 

it, because he wqltld have some 

of his own·; and if he died, he 

could not live again; but God 

could say of J est1s, In Him iB no 

sin; and when He l'Ose tip from 

the dead by the glory of the 

. Father, He sairt, Now I will gi, .. o 



eternal life to as many as God 

has given me. 

S. What a wonderful thing

that God should choose. the only 

good and holy man that ever 

lived, to die for all the wicked 

people I 

M. This is the wonder of

wonders-we could never l1ave 

thought of such a thing, nor can 

tl1e mind of man believe it­

therefore God reveals· it to us by 

His Spirit, and gives tts a new 

mind that does believe it. 

S. When did they offer a sin ..

offering 1 

JJ1. ·w11eneTer any one s1nned 



tl1rougl1 ignorance of an3r of tl1e 
commandments of the Lord. If 
a priest sinned, he ,vas to bring 
a yot1ng bulloclr; and if tl1e wl1ole 
congregation sinned, tl1ejr ,vere 
to bring the same-; and the elders 
were to lajr their hands upon its
head. If it was one of the rulers, 
he was to brii1g· a g0at, and· if it 
was one of -tJ1e co111111on IJeople, 
he was to bTi11g a kid of tl10 goats. 



CHAPTER Ill. 

LEVlTIOUS v. viii. 

S. Were tl1e cl1i.ldren of Israel

to bring a sin-offering whenever 

they did anything wrong ·1 

IYI. Yes. . Someti1nes it ,vas 

called a trespass-offering. If a 

man tot1ched any t1nclean thing, 

such as the dead body of a.11

animal,l1e was to bri11g a trespass• 

offering to -tl1e Lord, and to confess 

that be hacl sinned., and tbe priest 

should make atonement for him . 
. 



S. I clo not qt1ite lrnow what

yot1 n1ean by atonement. 

lt1. Tl1e meaning of tl1e word 

is to cover, or to hide. 'l,he sin­

ner is covered over by the worl{ 

of another. Jesus made atone­

ment for my ,sins by sl1edding I-I.is 

blood on the cross. He was the 

jt1st One who sufferecl for the un­

just. 

S. What was tl1e difference

between a sin-offering and a 

trespass-offering 1 

nf. The sin-offering was for 

the sin that is in t1s as chilclren 

of Aclam, ever� thought of our 

natutal hearts is ·sin: butJ besicleij 
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this, ,ve do naugl1ty things, we 

sin witl1 oui-- l1ands, and with our 

lips, very, v·ery often. For a sin 

against any of the commandments 

of the Lord, tl1e children of Israel 

were to offer a sin-offering ; but 

if one said a ,vicked thing, or any 
one toucl1ed an unclean thing, 

then he was to off er a trespass­

off ering. And if any one tres.., 

passed �gainst the Lord ·in any 

of the Lord's holy things, he was 

to bring a trespass-offering, an<l 

he was also to give something 
to tJ1e priest, to make amends for 

what be }11A,d done. If ,any one 

did anything wrong to l1is neign-
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bour, lie ,vas to give l1im some­

thing to 111alce amends for it, and 

}1e ,vas ·also to offer a trespass­
offeri11g to the Lord,and he should 

be f orgi v·en his trespass. 

S. Wl1at a g·reat 1nany offerings

they· mt1st l1ave brought to God 

every day. 
M. Yes ; but it is very happy

to think l1ow mucl1 dearer to 

God was the one offering of 

Jesus than all the l1undreds and 

hundreds of bullocks, and sl1ee1), 

and goats, that coltld not put 

away sin. Bt1t Jesus, wJ1en He 

had offered one sacrifice for sins
.,

sat down for ever on tl1e rigl1t 



SOPHY'S STORY. 33 

l1ru.1d of God. Ancl He will sit 

there, t1ntil He comes to take His 

owi1 people, wl10 are saved by 

that one sac'.cifice, l1ome to be 

witl1 Himself, in the place that 

He has prei)ared for them. 

S. Were they always oJfering

something to God 1 

M. Yes, The Lord said : The

fire shall ever be burning upon 

the altar, it shall never go ot1t. 

Every morning there was a burnt­

offering and every evening a 

burnt-offering, besides a]l the 

offerings that the children of 

Israel brought, whenever they 

wishotl to worshi1) the Lord
J 

so 
Jl 
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tl1at it was always burning; all 

day and all night long the-sweet 

savour of tl1e offerings was going 

up to God, and thus His people 

were ke1)t in the assurance of 

His favour. 

After Moses was told all about 

the offerings. of the Lord
,, 

we get 

the descri1)tion of the consecra­

tion of Aaron and his sons. 

S. You tolcl • me something

about that before. God said they 

we1,e to have a basket with un­

leavened bread, and cak:es and oil 

in it, and a b1Lllock. and two rams. 

M. You are quite rig.ht, and in

this eighth chapter of Leviticus 



.. , ... 

•I.J

we reacl that ·.l\ioses took AaroJJ 

uncl his sons, and their garments 

and t]1e anointing oil, and the 

bullock for the sin-offering, and 

tl1e two rams, and a basket of 

t11tleavened bread. And l\ioses 

gatl1ered all tl1e people together 

to the door of tl1e tabernacle, that 

they migl1t see wl1at the Lord 

had· commancled to be done. 

Then Moses wasl1ed Aaron and 

his sons with water, and pt1t on 

Aaron's�� • coat and girdle, and 

clotl1ed him with tl1e beautiful 

blue robe, a.nd p11t the ephod t1pon 

r, For a <loscription of tho gni-ments o. 

Anron nnd his sons sec vol. ii., oho.ptor xviil. 



l1i1n, and fastenecl it on l1im by 

tl1e c11rio11s girclle of tl1e ephod, 

a.ncl l1e put the breastplate on 

him, a11cl in the breast1Jlate he 

pt1tthe Uri1n and the Thu1nmim, 

and Moses put the 1nitre upon 

Aaron's head, and tl1e holy crown 

above his f orel1ead. Then Moses 

tool{ the anointing oil and anointed 

the Tabernacle and everything 

tl1at ,vas i11 it, and sancti:fiecl it: 

and he sprinlclecl it t1pon tl1e altar 

seven times, and also a11ointed. 

all tl1e ·vessels of the altar a11d

the laver. Then Moses po11red 

the anointi11g· oil on Aaro11's l1ead 

to anoint l1i1n. 



S. Why did Moses dresR Aaro11
first, and anoint him by himself1 

1'1.. • Because Aaron was a type 
Qf Christ, who was alone and 
separate from all others as God's 
anointed Man. We read in the 
New Testa1nent that John saw 
the Spirit of God coming down 
and remaining on Jesus. And 
Jesus was the One to give the 
Holy Spi1it to other me11. The oil 
that Moses poured 11pon Aaron's 
head was a :figt1re of God's Holy 
Spirit. 

Afterwards, Moses dtessed the 
sons of Aaron, and brought thr 
lfullock for the sin offering, 
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Aaron and his sons put their 

hands on the head of the bullock, 

to show that it was going to be 

offered for their sin, and it was· 

all burnt outside the camp, be­

cause it was a sin-offering�, and 

Moses sprinkled the blood upon 

the altar ; then the ram for a, 

bt1rnt-offering was offered for a 

sweet savour to the Lord, and 

the ram of consecration aud part 

of what was in the basl{et, Moses 

put into the hands of Aaron and 

his sons, and they waved it for a 

wave-offering before -the Lord. 

And Moses toolt it out of theu· 

hands, and burnt it on tho altar. 
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And Moses took the anointing 

oil, and the bloo(l that was on the 

altar,and sprinlrled it upon Aaron 

and upon his garments, and upon 

his sons and upon their garments, 

so that he sanctified Aaron, and 

his sons with him. This was 

a figure of the way Christians are 

anointed along witl1 Christ; be­

cause we are .sons, _God has sent 

forth the Spirit of H.is Son into 

our hearts, saying, Abba, Father. 

We can call God Father whe11

we have got the Spirit of His 
Son. 

S. Why did they not offer the

burnt-offe:ring first, wl1en· God 
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told Moses about it before the 
sin-offering 1 

M. Because no one can draw
near to God ·until his sin is put 
away-so that man has alwa,ys 
to learn about the sin-offering 
first of all. Bu.t do you remem­
ber when we were t�lking about 
the tabernacle, how we found 
that God spoke first about what­
ever was most pleasing to Him .. 
self. 

S. Oh, yes; God spolre about
the ark and the most holy place 
before any thing ·else. vVas 
tl1e burnt-offering the best of 
all the offerings 1 
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M. Yes; the whole burnt.:.offer­

ing typified, more than any 

other, God's entire satisfaction 

in the person and work of Jesus. 

God always told out what was 

in His own heart first, and then 

He spoke of what suited the 

sinner's need. What He, de­

lighted in were the offerings of 

sweet savour; but what met the 

si.nner's need was the sin oftering 

outside the camp, God, in His 

grace, has given us both in Jesus 

-He has made Him the one to

put away 1tin-ancl He has made

Him our righteousness, and our

joy and delight in Ills o,vn
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presence, l1igh up above all the 

8111. 

S. Oh I think I understand it

all now. I will tell you what I 

think it is like-a long chart, 

and God writes His own thoughts 

on it-and He b�gins at the top, 

and then rolls it up and lets poor 

sinners read it ;-it is all about 

Jesus; but they unroll one 

little bit and begin to read at the 

bottom;. but if they were to read 

on to the top, could they read 

down the right way do you 

think 1 

M. You mean, that when :we

know the sin-offering, and what 
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Jesus did for us on the cross, we 

ought to read on until we get 

up to God's delight in Himself, 
that is the, top of your cl1art 

-the burnt-offering-and then

we see, that it was what Jesus

was in Himself, that made w.hat

He did for us on -the cross so

perfect and so wonderfu.1,-yes;

I do not think we shall ever

know God's great salvation until

we read quite up to the top, and

see how He presents first, what

suits Himself, and then He tells

the sinner what he needs.

When Aaron and l1is s011s 

waved the wave-offering befol"e 
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God, they were. satisfied in what 

in figure satisfied God; and tl1ey 

ate the food of the offerings at tho 

door of tl1e T-abernacle ; and re-, 

maii1ed in the tabernacle for seven 

days; those were the days of 

their consecration. 



C RAPT ER IV. 

LEVITICUS IX. X. 

S. Wl1e11 the seven days ,vere

over dicl they begin to do the 

priests' work: 1 

M. Yes; for on the eighth day

Moses called Aaron ancl l1is sons, 

anc1 the elclers of Israel, and said 

to Aaron, Take a si11-offering and 

a burnt-.off ering for yot1rself, and 

tell tl1e chilclren of Israel to take 

a sin-offering, and burnt-offerings 

and peace-offerings, and meat­

off erings, for to-clay the Lord ,vill 
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appear to yot1. A11d they brottgh! 

their offeri11g's to the door of the 

tabernacle, a11d all the congrega• 

tion ca1ne neaF a11d stood before 

the Lord. Then Aaron killed the 

sin-offering and burnt-offering 
first for himself, and then l1e 

killed those for the people. And 

l1is sons presented tl1e blood to 

him, and he sprinlrled it t1pon 

the altar. And Aaron wavecl a 

wave-offering before tlYe Lorcl 

a11d lifted up his l1ands toward 

the people, and blessed them. 

11hen he came down from offering 
the sin-offering, and tl1e bt1r11 t­

off ering, and tl10 J)eace-oflerings 



and Moses and Aaron went into 

tl10 tabernacle, and came out and 

bles..secl the people, and the glory 

of the Lord appeared to them, 

ancl fire came ot1t from before the 

Lord ancl burnt up tl1e burnt­

offering, and tl1e fat tl1ait. was on 

tl1e altar, ancl when the people 

saw it they sl1outed ancl fell on 

their faces. 

S. Were the people glad when

thev saw the fire 1
• &I 

M. Yes; it was a sign that God

accepted their offerings ; and tlie 

presence of His glory an1ong tl1e1n 

showed his favo11r t,o His people. 

But oh sad tl1ought ! The folly 



and wiclred11ess of man soon

spoiled it all ; for N adab and 

Abihu, two of tl1e sons of Aaron
J

took censers in their hands, and 

they pt1t fire in tl1eir censers and 

incense, and offered strange fire 

before the Lord, which He had 

told them not to do. 

S. What do you mean by

strange fire ? 

M It was not the fire off the 
altar; God had sent out fire fro1n 
Himself upon the altar; but 
Nadab -ancl Abihu got fire of 

their own, and Goel called it 
strn.nge fire, and He ,vas very 

ang-ry witl1 these two sons of 
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Aaron, and He sent out fire that 

destroyed the1n, and they died 

before the Lord! 

S. Why was it a great sin to

offer strange fire ? 

M. Becat1se it was acting ac­

cording to man's tl1oughts, and 

not according to God's thot1ghts, 

as ·He had jt1st revealed them to 

Moses. God had anointed the 

sons of Aaron to be His priests, 

and to do holy service before 

·Him, and what they did is a

figure of the way man attempts

to do service for God in the flesh

instead of by the Spirit of God.

Moses saw at once that they bad



done what was dishonouring to 

the Lord, for lie said to Aaron� 

This is what the Lord said, I will 

be sanctified in them that come 

near me, and before all the people 

I will be glorified. And Aaron 

said nothing, for he was greatly 

grieved �t what his sons bad 

done, for l1e kne:w tl1at it was the 

priests who ougl1t to take care 

that God was glorified. 

Then Moses called two sons of 

Aaron's uncle, and told tl1em to 

carry the dead bodies of N adab 

and Abihu out of the camp, nnd 

they did so. Wl1nt a sad sight 

it m.ust have been -to seo two of 
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God's priests dressed in the coats 

tl1at He had given them, and 

that Moses had only· just pt1t on 

them, lying dead, destroyecl by 

the judgme11t of the Lord outside 

the cam1) of the cl1ildren of Israel. 

S. Were the people greatly

shocked 1 
M. Yes; but Moses said to

Aaron and his. two sons wl10 
were left, You must not mourn, 

nor tear your clothes for what 

has ba111)encd, because the Lord's 

holy oil is u1)011 you: you must 

stay in the tabernacle-; but yot1r 

brethren, the whole l1ot1se of 

Israel, shall mourn for the fire 
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wl1ich the Lord l1as sent. And 

they obeyed the word of Moses. 

Bt1t God does not giv0 baclr 

what man has· spoilecl, though 

He acts in saving mercy, in 

s1)ite of all man's sin. In the 

story of God's ways with man, 

we shall find tl1at everything 

that God made at. first. was v-ery 

good, but when God put it into 

man's bands, man Rl)oiled it at 

011ce. We reacl l1ow Ada1n lost 

his IJlace in the ga1�den of Eden 

how N oal1 lost l1is place in 

government· in tl1e world; how 

the children of Israel broke 

Clod's law_; and l1ow, ,vl1011 He 
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gave them })riests, they sinnecl 

against Him. God was proving 

man's heart, and trying every 

tlung that His goodness tl1ought 

of to bless man. And now He 

spoke. to Aaron, -and said: Do not 

drink wine, nor strong drink, 

you nor your sons, when you go 

into the tabernacle, because I 

wish to put a difference between 

the holy ancl unholy, and that 

you may teach the Qhildren of 

Israel all that tl1e Lord has spoken 

to them by Moses. 

S. Why might they not dri11k:

wine1 

M. Because wine is tl1at wbi�l1
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pleases and excites the flesh-I 

1nean by the flesl1, the evil heart 

of man-God was in tl1e taber­

nacle, and when a priest came 

into God's presence, l1e was to 

:ay aside the tl1oughts and desires 

of his own evil heart, and to be 

occupied with God. The Spirit 

of God always occupies us with 

God, and witl1 Go.d's thoughts. 

It was part of the business of the 

priests to choose between what 

was holy and what was 11nholy, 

and they· could not do that unless 

tliey were ho'ly in their own 

persons. Therefore God separated 

Aaron and his sons to Himself; 
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l\Ud t11ey were to care for His 

people, and for His glory, and to 

keep themselves from everything 

that was unwortl1y of God. 

And that day Aaron and his sons 

offered offerings to the Lord who 

loved His own people too well to 

let their sin go unpunished. 
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JESUS loves me-this I kno,v, 

For the Bible tells rnc so;

Little ones to Him belong : 

They are weak, but He is strong. 

Jesus loves me-He who d.ied, 

Heaven's gate to open ,vide, 

He who washed a,vay my sin, 

Lets His little child come in. 

Jesus loved me-loves me still, 

Tho' I may be weak and ill; 

From His shining throne on_ high 

He will ,vatch me ,vhcre I lie. 

J esns loves me-He will stay 

Close �side me all the ,vay; 

Then His little child will take 

Up to Heaven, for His dear sake. 



0 HAP TE R V. 

LEVITICUS xi. XV, 

Sophy. DidGod tellAaronwhat 

was holy a,nd what was not holy1 

Mamma. Yes. He spoke to 

Moses and Aaron first about the 

food that the.. childnen of Israel 

were. to eat. They were only to 

eat the flesh of clean beasts, and 

the unclean beasts were not to be 

eaten. 'rhose which divide the 

hoof and chew th� cud were the 

clean beasts. A cow was called
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a clean animal, because the hoof 

of its foot has a division in it, 

which enables it to tread firmly 

on the ground, and because it also 
chews the cud-tl1at is, it chews 

its food a second time. When a 

cow eats a good breakfast it lies 

down to chew the cud·, as it is 

called. 
S. Oh yes, I have often seen a

cow lying down, moving its mouth 

as if it were talking to itself. 
M. Well that is called chewing

the cud. A horse is an unclean 

animal, because it has neither of 

these marks. Of fisl1es only those 

wl1ich hacl fins and scales might 



be eaten. Birds of prey were also 

unclean. And if any one touched 

a dead animal it made him un­

clean, and he had to wash his 

clothes. 

S. Why did God say they vvere

only to eat the clean 8,oimals ? 

111. To m.ake a difference be­

tween His people and all the 

other people 011 the eartl1 ; for 

He said: I am tl1e Lord ,vho 

brought yot1 out of the land of 

Egy1)t, to be your God ; therefore, 

you shall be holy because I am 

holy. Even sickness made God's 

people unclean ; for siclrness is a 

mark of sin; and God in His 



1nercy told Moses ancl Aaron what 

the people ,vere to do when they 

were unclean, l1ecause if God 

,vas to dwell in tl1e camp of His 

people tl1ey mt1st be pure and fit 

for His presence. 

For a small illness they were 

to bring a burnt offering and a,

sin offering ; but when a man 

l1ad the dreaclful disease of lep­

rosy, he was to tear his clotl1es 

and uncover his head, as a- mark 

of his sorrow ; and l1e was to 

put a covering on l1is t1p1)er lip, 

and cry, 1Jnclean, t1nclean I so 

that if l)eople met l1jm they 

went away fro1n l1i1n, lest tl1oy 
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shot1ld get it too. He was an 

unclea,n person, and was obligecl 

to live alone, outside the ca1np. 

S. Poor man! How did he

know wher1 it was leprosy ? 

JJ!I. When a spot appeared upon 

a i-nan, l1e was brought to the 

priest, ancl Aaron or one of his 

sons had to judge ,vhether it was 

leprosy or not. I£ it was, he 

saicl the man was t1nclean, and 

that he m�st go otttside the 

camp ; and if leprosy got t1pon 

their clothes, th.ey were to burn 

them in the fire. 

S. Diel Goel ever make tl1e

Ie1)rosy ,vol] 1 



02 SOPRY'S S'l'ORY. 

lll. Yes. None but God could

heal the leper, a11d he told Moses 

·how to make tl1e leper clea11 after

the leprosy ,vas l1ealed. Tl1e

priest was to go 011t of the camp

to see him, and if the leprosy was

healed, they were to talce for him

two clean birds aliYe, and cedar

wood, scarlet, and hyssop� and

the priest ,vas to co1n111and them

to kill one of tl1e birds over a

vessel of running water, so that

its blood woulcl go into the water;

then the other bird whicl1 was

not killed, arrd the cedar wood,

scarlet, and hyssop wexe to be

dipped into the. blood and water,
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and the living bird was to be let 

fly away. The poor leper was to 

be sprinkled seven times with 

the blood and water, and then 

the priest was to pronounce him 

clean; and when he had shaved 

off all his hair, and washed his 

clothes, he might con1e into the 

camp. 

S. But what did it all mean,

Mamma1 

M. Leprosy is used as a figure

of the sin in our nature, which 

is discovered in the presence of 

God ; and Jesus is the priest. 

He sees all the sin in our hearts ; 

but, Ile says to tl1e sinner who



04 SOPHY'S STOnY, 

con1es to Him, now you are 

elean,-because He Himself was 

l{illed that tl1e sinner might be 

washecl in His blood ; and Jesus 

has gone up to l1eaven-lik:e the 

living bird wliicl1 flew away to­

wards the blt1e sk:y-to show us 

that sin is pt1t qt1ite away for 

ever. 

S. Ought ,ve to sl1ow our sins

to Jesus as the leper sl1owed his 

leprosy to the priest? 

M. Yes, S01Jhy. If we do not

tell J est1s of all the naughty 

things we do, and say ancl thinlc, 

W:� do not hear Hi1n say to t1s­

y oi1 are clean. Wl1at a lu1ppy· 
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moment it 1nust hav.e been for 

the poor lo11ely leper, when God's 

priest loolced at him and said­

you are clean, ·you may leave 

everything of yourself behind, 

and go ba.clt into God's camp. 

The leper was not to go to his 

own ho11se for seven days, and on 

the seventh· day he was to shave 

his hair ancl wash hi1nself again, 
. -this was putting off all that 

belonged to l1is old self, and 

on the eigl1tl1 day, after he had 

come into tbe ca1np, l1e was to 

bring offerings to tl1e Lord; and 

the priest was to bring him to 

the door of tl1e tabernacle, a11d to
0 
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present l1im to the Lord ; and the 

priest ,vas to dip his finger in 

the blood of tl1e sin-offering ancl 

to pt1t it on the right ear ·of the 

leper, and on the thumb of his 

rigl1t hand, and on the great toe 

of his right foot-as Moses did 

to the l)riest-and he was to do 

the same with the oil after he 

had sprinkled it ,seven tin�es be­

fore the Lord . 

S. Was the leper a priest when

he was anointed 1

M. No; none but tl1e sons of

Levi were priests; but tl1e cleansecl 

leper was to be as separn,te to 

God us if he ,vere a priest, ar1d 
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instead of being too unclean for 

other peo1Jle to come near hi1n, 

he ,vas to be anoi11ted to God. 

Afterwards the priests offered a 

sin-offering, a11d a bt1rnt- offering, 

and a meat-offering, upon tl1e 

altar for him, a11d made atone"' 

ment for him. 

God also spoke of leprosy in a 

house, and said that when. tl1ey 

ca1ne into the land of Ca11aan, if 

a n1a11 found he l1ad le1)rosy in 

his house, he was to send for th·e 

priest to look at it, and be was to 

t3Jce out tl1c stones and carry 

thcn1 a,vny outside the city, and 

to put in now stones a11d no,v 
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111ortar,and then the priest should 

cleanse tl1e hot1se in the same way 

tl1at be cleansed the person, by 

tl1e offering of two birds, cedar 

,vood, scarlet, a·nd hyssop. But if 

the leprosy was not healed, and 

spread all ever the hot1se, they 

were to pull it down, and carry 

all the stones and things that it 

was built of outside the city. 

S. Why did they off er cedar

wood, scarlet, and hyssop 1 

JJl. Because tl1ose three things 

are named by God to express 

every· thing that rnan natt1rally 
cleligl1ts in. Cedn,r wood is the 

most costly and precio11s wood, 
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and hyssop is a tiny he1·b, so that 

everything of nature, from tl1e 

greatest thing to the least thing\ 

was to be dipped in the blood of 

the bird that ·was killed. 



CHAPTER VI. 

LEVITICUS xvr; 

M. Now the Lorn spoke to

Moses after the death of Aaron's 

two sons, and said, " S1)eak to 

Aaron thy brother� that he come 

not at all times inside the vail 

before the mercy-seat, for I will 

appear in the cloud upon tl1e 

mercy-seat; but once a year 

Aaron shall come inside tl1e vail 

to mal{e atone1nent for l1i.mself 

and for all the peo11le. He 
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shall come with a sin-offering 

and a bt1rnt-offering, and he shall 

wash hi1nself, and put on holy 

garmen�s of white linen." 

S. Was that because of what

Nadab and Abibu had done? 

M.. Yes. After their sin no 

one might go inside the vail 

except Aaron on the day of 

atonement. 

S. Why did not Aaron wear

his garments of glory and beauty 1 

M. Because he went in to malre

atonement for sin. Aaron was to 

take two goats and to present 

thern to the Lord at tl1e door of 

tl1e Tabernacle, nnd ho cast lots
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for them there, because one was 

to be l{illed for a sin-offering, 

and the other was to be presented 

alive. Tl1en Aaron offered a 

young· bt1llock for a sin-dftering 
for himself and his house, and 'he 

took a censer full of burning coals 

of fire off the altar, -and :filled his 

hands with sweet incense, and 

brought it inside the vail up to 

the mercy-seat; there Aaron put 

the incens-e upon the fire, and 

the burning of the incense went 

up like a cloud, and covered the 

mercy-seat, so that Aaron did 

not die because of tl1e presence 

of tl1e Lord, And Aaron toolc
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the blood of tl1e sin-c,ffering ancl 

sprinl{led it upon the mercy-seat, 

and he sprinkled it seven times 

before tl1e mercy-seat. Then he 

ca1ne out a,nd killed a sin-offering 

for all the people, and went .in 

a.gain alone, and brought some 

of the blood inside the vail, and 

sprinkled it upon the mercy-seat 

and upon all th_e vessels of the 

tabernacle ; then he went out 

and put some of the blood of his 

own sin-Qffering, and of the sin­

offering for the people, upon the 

bra.zen altar, to make atonen1ent 

for it, because of the t1ncleanness 

of the children of Israel. 
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S, Wl1y did Aaron make atone­

ment for the tabernacle and the 

altar 1 

JJtJ. Because whatever man has 

to do with is unclean in God's 

sight, and the tabernacle and the 

altar were to be holy to the Lord. 

Now when Aaron had made clean 

the holy place, he took the living 

goat, and put his hands upon its

head and confessed over it all the 

sins of the children of Israel, 

putting them upon the head of 

the goat, and then he sent it a ,vay 

into the wilderness, into a land 

not inhabited, so that it bore all 

their sins away, never to be fot1nd 
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again. This was to show that 

God would not remember any 

more the sins that Aaron con­

fessed o,rer the head of the goat 

It must have been a very solemn 

day to the people, for they were 

to do no work, it was to be a day 

of rest, and they were to mourn 

because of their sins. It.was very 

gracious of the Lord to appoint 

this one day in every year, when 

His High Priest should go into 

the most holy place to make atone­

ment for His people and for His

holy things; so that God ,viped 

out all the sins of that year, and 

E:Jaid He would not remember them 
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any 1nore, and this day was called 
the day of atonement. When 
Aaron had mad·e atonement, he 
took off· his linen clothes, and left 
them in the tabernacle, and when 
he had washed himself and put 
on his own ga1"ments he came out 
and offered a burnt-offering for 
himself and one for the people ; 
and all the fat of the sin-offerings 
he burnt upon the altar with the 
burnt-offerings for a sweet savour 
to the Lord. 

S. What did Jesus do like that,
Mamma1 

M. Jesus is God's Priest, and
God's offering too. Ho offered 



Himself for tl1e sins of the people, 

and His blood- was brought insicle 

the ,,ail. He ,vas not like Aaron, 

who had to offer a sin-offering first 

for himself, beca11se .Aaron ,vas 

a sinner, bt1t Jesus gave His own 

holy perfect body to be broken 

for us, and His blood. was shed 

for t1s, and, like the living goat, 

He took away the sins where 

they 11ever could be found again; 

and when He came up out of the 

gra,1e, insteacl of going into the 

tabernacle, which was only made 

lik:e the tl1ings in heaven, Jesus 

went rjght up to l1eaven itself, 

up to the very throne of God, 



tl1ere to appear in the presence of 

God for us-tl1at is, for all those 

111en and women and little child­

ren who believe in Him. 

S. Co11ld no 0ne go inside the

vail but Aaron 1 

1l!l. No one but Aaron; or 

,vhoever was God's high priest 

after Aaron's- cleatl1. 

S. Bt1t, 1na1nma, you said one

�lay, that a litt1e child might 

speak to God 1 

Jf. Yes; because now J es11s 

has made a new and living way 

into the most holy place, that is 

into heaven, ,vhere Goel is. A11d 

He says ,vc 1na.y go bolclly no,v to 



the bl1ro11e of grace, because I-Io is

there cro,vned with glory and 

honour. J·esus lt11ows all about 

each one of t1s a grea,t deal better 

tl1an Aaron k.new about the 

children of Israel; and there is 

not one sin tl1at J est1s l1as not 

seen, ·and 11ot 011e sin that He 

has not bor_,11e tl1e judgment of. 

S. Is there no vail in heave11

to sl1ut in the 1nost holy l)lacc 

where God lives 1 

1J1. No; Moses was told to put 

a vail in the tabernacle to s110,v 

thnit the way into the mercy scxt 

was not yet open, becaltsc t11ero 

,vas sin ii1 the camp of Is1·ae]. 



But wl1en Jesus diecl on the 

cross, and tl1e Slln was dark­

ened, ancl the eartl1 s11001{, the 

beautiful vail ,vas torn in two­

from top to bottom. 

S. Why did God let it be torn 1

Jvf. God did it; to sho\v that 

He ,vould no longer hide Him­

self behind a vail, because His 

own beloved Son had done His 

will. 

It was not IJOssible that the 

Lloocl of bt1llocl{s and of goats 

could put away sin; therefore, 

J csus sai�1�I come to do Thy 

wiJl, 0 .God. Ancl so He ciime 

out from God, ancl offered Hi111-
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self to pt1t away sin, and every­

thing that oflended against Him.

Anc.l ,vl1en He went back to God 

He left a 11e,v and open way into 

God's prese11ce, for all who are 

washed in His precious blood, to 

go in after Him. 

S. Is that why we do not have

priests and a 'tabernacle now ? 

M. It is one reason, but also

because yol1 and I are not cl1il­

dren of Israel. But there is not 

a single thing tl1at God ever 

taugl1t His people about which 

He has not given to us in His 

Son; ancl if ,ve l1avo got Him we 

do not want a priest or any ono 



else to co1ne between us and Him.

,vhen yotl are walking in the 

sunshine yo11 ofte11 see a lovely 

shadow lie across the road, and 

perhaps you say, That is tl1e sha­

dow of an oal{: tree, but if you tnrn 

round you see a real oak tree, and 

is not that 1nuch more lJeautiful 

than the shadow of it 1 Just so 

these offerings and these priests, 

called from among men, were 

shadows of what a:od meant to 

give us inJestls: and if we know 

Him \\"e delight to look back at 

the shadows, and ,�te lik:e to con­

trast ,vith then1 tl1e blessed Son 

of 1God ,vho ca1ne down and be-
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came n, ma11, tliat He migl1t make 

atonement for us, and tl1at He 

might bring us nearer to God than 

Ada1n ever was in tl1e Garden of 

Eden. 

S. I a1n very glad that Jesus

is tl1e true great One, and that 

all the rest are sl1ado,vs to teach 

us of Him. I will tell Arthur 

that, for l1e tl1inks there is only 

a little about Jes11s j11st at the 

e11d of the Bible, and that all the 

rest is stories of otl1er people. I 

will tell l1im tl1at Lhey are all 

like shadows of J est1s a11d of 

Heave11. 
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l{No,v'sT thou, my child, that lowly One 

Who came t°'do God's will-

J esus, who left the throne above 

His purpose to fulfil ? 

Jesus, who �ame a_s Light and Love 

To make His Father known ; 

He bore the judgment due to thee­

He bore it all alone ! 

He had a secret, dear to Him, 

Which no one-els.e could tell­

The secret of His Father's love, 

Which He knew, oh, so well ! 

From all eternity the Son 

His Father's thoughts had shar'd, 
And He knew all the plans that love 

And mercy had prepar'd,-

�Iercy for little ones like thee­

High, as the Heav'ns above ; 

Eternal life e'en in Himself, 

In botmdle�s, • endless Love ! 



OH:APTER VII. 

LEVITIOU9 xvii_.-xxiii, 

M. God spoke to Moses

abo11t the people lteeping them­

selves holy, and not touching 

anything that was wrong, or 

anything that wo11ld make them 

unclean ; and He said, they were 

to be respectful to their fathers 

and mothers, and to keep the 

Sabbath, which the Lorcl had 

given • them, as u day of rest. 

And the Lord said tl1ey woro to
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be kind to one another, and when 

they reaped their corn, they were 
not to glean up all that dropped 
from their bundles, but to leave 
it on the field, for the poor and 
the stranger to pick up. 

S. l l1ave seen poor people
gleaning in the corn-fields. 

M. Yes, in England I thinlc
farmers generally leave the glean­
ings for the poor : but it shows 

us how God cares for the poor, 
when He thought of such little 
thiD;gs as these. The Lord also 

said they were to stancl UJJ in the 
presence of an old man, and to be 

lrind to strangers ; and they were 
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to have just weights, so that they 

migl1t not be unjust to one an­

otl1er. Bt1t when the Lord spolre 

of His priests, He said they were 

to be even mo1�e careful than 

others to keep· themselves holy, 

because they were set apart for 

tl1e Lord, the nearer they came 

to God, the more separate they 

must be. Even we, who are so 

unholy, like to be with peo1)le 

who suit our tastes and feelings; 

and God, who is �o perfectly 

holytl1at He cannot look upon sin, 

says, If people co1ne near me, they 

must be l1oly, because I am holy. 

S. That is a beautiful reason
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JJf. It is a reason that shows 

110,v much God loves His 11eo1)le; 

and if tl1ey obeyed His word, 

lhey were to know how entirely 

tl1ey belong(,d to Him, ,vho had 

separated them from all the otl1er 

people in the earth, that they 

rr.ught kno,v that He was their 

God. Do you remem.be1 what the 

Lord said to Moses, when he was 

in the mount those forty days, 

about the ·peo1)le resting from 

tl1eir work, while the corn was 

growing in their fields; and again, 

after the harvest was gathered in, 

that they might feast together, 

and rejoice before the Lord 1 
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S. Oh yes, and you told me

about the feast of the Passover. 

M. Yes, and now the Lord

told Moses to spea.lc to the chil­

dren of Israel about these feasts, 

they were set times when He 

would gather the.m round Him­

self. First of all the ,Lord 

reminded them again abot1t the 

Sabbath-day, whicl1 was always 

to be kept; holy to the nord ; and 

the Passover on tl1e fourteentl1 

day- of the first ·montl1, when the�y· 

killed the lamb in the evening, 

and remembered the night that 

they came out of Egypt; t_l10 

next day was t]1c feast of un-
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leavened bread, and for seven 

days they did not eat any bread 

with leaven in it.

S. What is leaven 1

M. It is any kind of yeast, or

that which ferments. It is put 

into bread to 1nake it rise up and 

swell into loaves. Leaven is 

always used in God's Word as a 

type of the evil in us which con­

tinually rises up into evil tempers 

and self-will; so this feast of 

unleavened bread was to be an 

expression of the holiness of God's 

11eople, that, for those seven da)1S,

they put away everything that 

wa� evil and wiclced, and l{ept 
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the feast, remembering how the 

Lord had brought them out of 

Egypt to Himself. 

There was also the feast of tl1e 

first fruits. When they began to 

reap their corn in the promised 

land, they were to take the first 

sheaf tha.t they reaped to the 

priest, and he was to wave it 

before the Lord on tl1e eightl1 

day, which was tb.e day after tl1e 

Sabbath; and on that. day, tl1ey 

were to offer burnt-offerings and 

meat-offerings to the Lord, for a 

s,vect savour. They ,vero to ent 

nothing tl1at grow i11 tltoir lnnd, 

u1Ltil tl1�y luu1 first brougltt .n11
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offering of the first fruits to the 

Lord. All the men and boys 

were to appeat before the Lord 

with their first fruits in their 

hands, and to tell how the Lord 

had made them rich, and how 

He l1ad blessed them. Every one 

inside tl1eir gates ,vas to rejoice. 

S. When they heard all those

things, they must l1ave longed 

to get into the la-nd. 

M. No doubt they ilid; but,

they must have been very happ)7

while learning all the loving 

purposes of God for tl1e1n, as tl1ey 

were travelliJ.1g alor1g tl1rol1gl1 

the wilderness, ancl I am st1t0 .it 
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did make them desire the pleasant 

land. They were to count fifty 

days from the day they offered 

the first fruits, and then they 

were to off er a 1neat-off ering. It

was to be brought out of tl1eir 

houses, two loaves of bread bal{:ecl 

with leaven-this was the first 

fruits of their bread, ancl with it 

they were to off er a sin-offering·, 

because there was leaven in these 

first fruits. They were to be 

holy to the Lord, for food for the 

priests, and the peo1Jle were to 

kee1) tl1at clay as a holy day in 

,v hich tl1ey were to do 110 ,vorlr. 

,'S. Was it lilre a Sabbath-clay 1
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M. Yes ; and tl1e next feast

vvas to be on the first da}T of the 

seventl1 month-they were to 

l1ave a Sabbath, a clay of blowing 

of trt1mpets, wl1en tl1ey were to 

do no work, but to offer an offer­

i11g by fire to the Lord. 'l.,his 

was called the feast of tru1npets. 

S. ,v110 ble"r the trumpets 1

M. The priests; tl1ey were silver

trum1)ets llsed to call the people 

togetl1er. And on the te11tl1 day 

of tl1is same month ,vas the day 

of atonen1ent, wl1en the l1jgl1 

priest went insicle tl1e vail witl1 

the bloocl of th� sin-offering, 

\\1l1ich he lJtl t t111on tl1e 111ercy-
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seat, and he ma.de atonemen-t for 

himself, and for all the people. 

1 t was to be a Sabbath of rest, 

and a very solemn day to all, for 

the people ,vere to mourn because 

of their sins. 

S. And then Aaron confessed

the sins of all the people over the 

head of the goat, and sent it away 

into a far co11ntry, wl1ere it could 

never be found any 1note ; and 
God diet not remember the sills 

that the g·oat carried away. 

:Af. Yes. The next feast was 

a very joyful one, it was to begi.11 

on tl1e fiftee1 tth da;y of the seve11th 

month, nnd it lnstcd a ,vbole 
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weelc; it was called the feast of 

taber11acles, because, when they 

had gathered in the fruit of their 

land, t11ey were to get boughs of 

goodly trees, branches of palm 

trees,and willowsfrom the brooks, 

and to make tents or tabernacles 

to live in for that weel{, for He 

said, yot1 shall .rejoice before the 

Lord your God seven days. They 

were to bring their gifts and 

offerings to God each da3r, for 

seven days, and to feast and 

rejoice in all the good tl1ings God 

had given them; and on tl10 

eighth day there ,vas to be n, 

solc1n11 assein bly. 
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S. Why did tl1ey mak:e tents

of the branches of tl1e trees 1

M. Because the Lord wished

them to l"emember, when they 

came into the land, bow they had 

lived i11 tents in the wilderness, 

when He brought them out of 

Egypt; and, also, that they 

migl1t teach tl1eir children the 

wonderful work:s of the Lord. 

D 



CHAPTER VII'I. 

LEVITICUS xxi'v.-xxvii. 

M. Now the Lord told ·Moses to

command the children of Israel 

to bring him pure olive oil to 

burn in the seven lamps in tl1e

holy place, for l1e said, Aaron 

shall take care of the la1nps from 

evening to morning, to ke.ep them 

al ways burning-the priests were 

never to let the ]igl1ts go ot1t, 

all through the night, wl1ile tl1e 

children of Israel were asleep, 
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the ligl1t ,vas shining in the holy 

place. 

1,he Lord told hi1n also about 

n1aking the she,v bread, which 

was to be always on the table, 

He said, you must take fine flour, 

and bake twelve calres or loaves, 

and set them in two rows on the 

table, &ix in each row. Every 

Sabbath-day Aaron. was to put 

fresh loaves on the table in the 

:holy place, and it was to be an 

everlasting covenant with the 

children of Israel. 

S. Did they ever eat the shew-­

bread? 

},f. Y cs, it was the food of the
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priests, lilce the otl1er offerings; 

Aaron and l1is sons were to eat it 

in the holy place. But each loaf 

had some frankincense on tl1e top, 

ancl this they were to bt1rn as an 

o:ff ering of a sweet smell to the 

Lord 

. S. Did Aaron at.1.d his sons get 

all tl1e things ·the peo11le· brougl1t­

to God 1

]el.. Yes, that wag their portion, 

as Gocf.s priests. Bt1 t I 111 t1st tell 

you a sad story of a man, ,vhose 

mother was one of the cl1ilclren 

of Israel, and his father vvas an 

Egyptia11. He l1aicl a qt1arrel with 

another 1nan, n,ncl in l1is anger, 
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he spoke evil of the .name of the 

Lord, and cursed. ,So they 

bro1,,1ght him, to Moses, and Moses 

desired him., to be shut up,. until 

he should ask the: Lord what 

should be done to him.. And the 

Lord said, Whoever curses his 

God, shall bear bis sin, and he 

shall surely be put to death, all 

the congregation shall certainly 

stone him. So they brought him; 

outside the camp, and all who 

had heard the wicked words. _he 

said, put their hands upon his 

head, and • all the congregation 

stoned l1im, What a sole1nn act ! 

It shows us the terrible holiness 



of God, and that His Word must 

be obeyed ; if God was in His 

camp, He could not allow any one 

who spoke evil of Him t.o dwell 

there, and all the congtegation 

were to help to put away the 

wicked person. 

The Lord said, Wl1oevet kills· 

any man, shall surely be killed 

himself; they shall give an eye 

for an eye, .and a tooth for a 

tooth; if any body hurts an­

other, the same shall be done to 

him. And they were to have 

the same law for themselv·es, 

and for the strang.er that lived 

in their land. 
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S. Did God tell Moses anything

else about the land that they were 
going to 1

M. Yes_; while Moses was yet

in Mount Sinai, the Lord said to 

hi1n, Tell the childre11 of Israel, 

that, when they come into the 
land that I will give -them, the 

land shall keep a Sabbath to the 

Lord. Six: years you shall sow 
your fields, and prune your vine­

y�rds, but the seventh year the 

land shall rest, and lceep a Sabbath 

to tl1e Lord., That which grows 

of its own accord, you shall not 

reap, neither shall you gathe1� 

the grapes off the -vines. 
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S. Why did the Lord say the

land. should keep a Sabbath 1

M. Because the land was His,
and all that belonged to God was 
to enter into His rest. He -also 
taught His people; in the Sabba­

ticalyear,how·He could feed them, 

and sustain them, -though they 

did not sow ·theit fields, nor plant 
their vineyards. And Re said, If 

any of you say, what shall we .eat 

in the seventh year, while the 
land is resting, and keeping 
Sabbath 1 I will take care of 

you, for I will command my 

blessing upon you in the sixth 

year, and your land shall bring 
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fortl1 enough for tl1ree years, so 

tl1at wl1ile the corn is growing in 

the eighth year, you shall have 

corn to eat. until the ninth year. 

S. What quantities they must

have had. the sixth year! 

M. The Lord also said,, You

shall count seven Sabbaths of 

y·ears, which would make forty­

nine years, and in the fiftieth 

year-on the day of atoneinent--­

the trumpet shall sound thro'1gh 

all the land, to proclaim liberty 

to all the inhabitants, and it shall 

be a jubilee, or year of liberty• 

If any man is away from his 

possession, or away frQm his 
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family, he shall come back when 

the trumpet souncls. And every 

slave shall be set free, and they 

shall not sow nor reap in all their 

land, because it shall be a year 
of jubilee, and it shall .be holy to 

the Lord. 

And ·Re said, The land shall 
not be sold for- ever, ·but in tl1e 

year of jubilee every one. shall 

have his own again. 
S. Why did Go'd give them a.

year of jubilee 1 

M. That it· might be a ti1ne of

restoration of all things; and that 

they might not oppress one an­

other. In tl1e year of jubilee tl1e 
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land came back to God. They 

could only buy or sell it until the 

year of jubilee, then it went back 

to its rightful owner, as if it were 

given back to him from God. 

It was also a figure of the time 

of full restoration of this earth tQ 

God; when the Lord Jesus Chriqt, 

who is the rightful owner of it all, 

will come back as Lord and King. 

Then He will .give liberty to the 

ca,ptives, and open the prisons to 

them that are bound; for He will 

reign till He has put all enemies 

under His feet; then God will be 

all in all, and Satan will have no 

more power, for he will be cast · 
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into tl1e lake of fire; and all tl1ose 

men and women and little chil­
dren, who have gone· on distrust• 
ing God, will be with him there. 
Oh wl1at· a dreadful thought !
To have ·S·atan's company for 
ever, and not Goel ?s ! And :all 
becattse they would not believe 
God. 

'llhere· is a place prepared ·for 
Satan and his ang�ls, and ·there 
is another place prepared for 
Ohrist and His -redeemed. • In 
on·e place· there will be endless, 
hopeless misery, for ever and 
·ever-in the other place there
will be everlasting joy and glad-
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ness ; for Goct will be there, ancl 

the I"ord Jesus Ol1rist, and those 

'\\7 ho enter there will cast th_eir 

crowns before Him, and will never 

cease praising Him, who loved 

them, and washed them from 

their sins in .His own blood. 

S. Mamma, I wish everybody

would read the Bible, and then 

they would not have wrong 

thoughts about God. 

M. Yes, my child, God's Word

reveals Himself, and is like 

precious seed, whicl1 grows up in 

our hearts, we know not how. 

God said much more abot1t 

k:ceping His laws, ·and He said, 
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I will gi,,.e you rain in your land, 

and plenty of corn and fruits, 

a11d you shall dwell safel)T; and I

will drive away the wild beasts 

from your land
) 

and destroy your 

enemies, a11d I will walk among 

you, and I will be your God, and 

you shall be my people. But if 

you do not keep my co1nmand­

ments, I will punish you for your 

tins, and I will scatter ·you among 

she Gentiles, and I will let your 

land ·be desolate; and when you· 

are in your enemies' land, then 

the land I have given you shall

rest, and enjoy her Sabbaths 

But if you confess your sin.s, a11d 
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member 1ny covenant with ,Jacob, 

and with Isaac and Abraham, 

and I will ren1ember the lana. 

S. Did that mean that the Lord

would bring them back again if 

they prayed to Him 1

M. Yes, and you wiR read how

the Lord lrept His word, and how 

He did all that He said He would, 
to the children of Israel ; and He 

told Moses when anybody wanted. 

to give anything to tl1e Lord, 

they were to bring it to tl1e priest, 

and he wa$ to value it, thatis, to 

say how 1nuch it was "'\Yorth. 

And nothing that was given to the 
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Lord cot1ld ever be taken baclt, 

it ,vas to belong to the priests; 

for He said, Every devoted 

thing is n1ost holy to the Lord. 

These are the commandments 

which tLe L·ord gave to Moses 

for tl1e children of Israel, in 

Mount Si11ai. 

S. Why did God teH them all

those things in the wilderness, 

when tl1ey had not got into the 

land yet 1
' 

M. That they might under-

stand His ways, and that their 

l1earts migl1t be occtl})ied witl1 

the land to wl1ich t11ey were 
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And while they were learning 

about the feasts, they must have 

thoughtJ of the rich fields of 

harvest time, and of the vineyards 

and fruits of the plentiful land­

of the time when they should 

offer their first fruits to tl1e Lord, 

and praise Him for all His 

mercies. 

So God's Spirit teaches His 

people now about heaven, while 

they are going throug·h tl1is 

world ; the children of Israel l1ad 

to wait till they got into Canaan 

to enjoy it, but those who k:now 

the Lord Jesus need not ,vait till 

tbey get to }1eaven to enjoJr Him, 
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because they have got His love, 

and His ways, and His thoughts, 
and all that He has as theirs 

already; and the Holy Spirit 

brings down the joys of heaven 
into their hearts, so that • the_j 
have got Christ in them, the 

Hope of glory. 



C.HAPTER IX.

NUMBERS I. IV. 

},f amma. This ·evening we will

begin a new book in the Bible. 

It is called Numbers. For the 

Lord spoke to Moses on the first, 

day of the second month, in the 

se·cond year after they had come 

out of Egypt-and He told Moses 

to number the people. 

$opliy. Why did God say he 

was to number tl1e people 1 

M. Because He wisl1ed Moses
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to know l1ow 1nany were able to 

go 011t to war in Israel. He was 

only to count the men tl1at were 

twenty years old or more, for 

tl1ey were not to go· to war till

they were twenty years old. 

S. Who were they going to

fight with 1

M. The Lord was going to

bring them at once into the ]and, 

and there they would have 

enemies to fight against, for 

Canaan was .full of wicked people, 

whom the Lord said He wot1ld 

drive out before tl1em; bt1t the 

childr·en of Israel wet·e to fight 

as the Lord's army. I-Ie told 
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Moses to choose. one man in every 

tribe, to be a prince in tl1at tribe, 

and God told Moses whom to 

choose in each tribe. How many 

ttibes were tl1ere 1

S. Twelve.; because Jacob had

twelve sons. 

M. Yes. So there were t,velve

pTinces called by God to be heads 

over the thousands in Israel. 

Then they .callecl the tribe of 

Reuben, Jacob's eldest son, and 

they counted forty-six -thousand 

and five hundred men in tl1e tribe 

of Reuben that were able to go 

to war. Then tl1ey counted each 

-one in·the same way, and Jt1dal1
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l1ad more :fighting men than any 

of tl1e tribes. 

S. I love Judah, the best of

all Jacob's sons, because he said 

such beautiful things about little 

Benjamin and his poor.old father. 

M. Yes ; the blessing that

Jacob gave to Judah ·was a very 

gre�t one. And he said, Thy 

hand shall be on the neck of 

thine enemies. . We see God's 

faithfulness to His promise in 

this numbering of the people; 

and the reward of His servant 

Abraham's faith. Abral1am had 

only one son, Isaac, and here, 

in the wilderness, God counted 
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the thousands in Israel that were 

able to go to war; and there 

were a great many women and 

children besides. 

S. Was Aaron one of the

twelve princes? 

M. No. Moses and Aaron be­

longed to the tribe •Of Levi, and 

it was not counted with the other 

tribes, because the Levites were 

specially gjven to the service of 

the tabernacle, they were to tak:e 

care of it; and to pitch their tents 

all round it. And when the 

children of Israel went on their 

journey the Levites were to talte 

down the tabernacle, and they 



were to carry it, and they were 

to set it up again, and any stran­

ger who came near it was to be 

put to death. 

S. I think the Levites had tbe

best part of all. But how were 

there twelve tribes if Moses did 

not count the ·tribe of Levi 1

M. Do you n.ot remember what

Jacob said to Joseph when he 

was dying 1 That Joseph's two 

sons should be counted with his 

children, so tl1at Ephraim and 

Manasseh made up the twelv.e 

tribes. 

But now they were in the wiJ­

derness of Sinai, and the Lord 
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was spealcing to Moses out of the 
tabernacle. He said the Levites 

were to pitch their tents close 

round 'Himself, just outside the 

court of the tabernacle; then He 
said where all tl1e other tribes 
were to be afar off, but still all 
round the tabernacle, and they 

were all to pit_eh by their own 
standard, with the. ensign of their 
father'·s house. Judah was to be 
on the east .side, towards the 
sun-rising. Next to J udal1 were 
to be the tribes of Issachar and 
Zebulun'! The camp of Reube11 

was to be on the south sicle, and 

beside him were to be Simeo� 
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and Gad. On the west was 

Ephraim, with Manasseh and 

Benjamin by him; and on the 

north side Dan, with Asher and 

Naphtali by him. So they all 

pitched their t�nts as the Lord 

commanded Moses. 

E. How nice it must have

looked ! The tabernacle in the 

middle-that was God's house­

then the Levites all round it, and 

three tribes on every side of it. 

M. Yes; and when you think

what a multitude it was, thou­

sands of people in each tribe, how 

great was the goodness of God to 

feed them day by day, and to 
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keep them around Himself by 

His own power, for in the wil­

derness they had nothing else 

but God. It was a dry and barren 

land. Everything had to come 

direct ftom Heaven-the Word 

that sent the manna, or the Word 

that made the water flow out of 

the rock. 

And now the Lord told Moses 

to bring the tribe of Levi near, 

and to present them before 

Aaron, that they might minister 

to .· him ; they were. given to 

Aaron and his sons out of the 

children of Israel. Do you i'e­

mem ber what the Lord saicl-abot1t 



tl1e first-born of Israel, when He 

destroyed all the first-born of 

Egypt1 

S. That the children of Israel

were to give all their :fitst-born 

to Him. 

JJf. Yes. And now the Lord 

said that He would. take the 

whole tribe of Levi instead of all 

the first-born. So He .told Moses 

to count the Levites, and also to 

count the first-born, and Moses 

did so, and found that there were 

a greatJ many more first-born 

than there were Levites, a11d 

these the Lord said were to be 

redeemed with money ; tl1at is, 



they ,vere each to give :five she-­

k:els of silver to Moses, arid he 

gave it to Aaron and to his sons. 

N o,v Levi hacl three sons
) 

ancl 

t]1eir names were Ge.rshon, Ko­

hath, a11d Mernri, so the Lord

told Moses· and Aaron to count

the sons of I{ohatl1 by their fa­

n1ilies, and He called them Ko­

ha thi tes, antl He told Moses what

tl1ey were to do in the tabernacle.

Only those Le.vites wl10 ,vere 

fT01n thirty to :fifty years olcl 

were appointed to this service. 

And tl1e Lortl said : When the 

camrJ js o·oinrr to se·t f or,va.rd 
b b '

Aaron and bis sons sl1a,ll come 
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a11d take down the vail and cover 

tl1e ark.: with it; and they shall 

put the covering of badgers' sk:ins 

over it, and spread a cloth of blt1e 

over all, a11d put in the staves to 

carry it by. Then they shall 

spread a cloth of blue on the 

table of shewbread, and put all 

the dishes, and spoons, and bread 

upon it, and spread a clotl1 of 

scarlet over tl1em, and tl1en the 

covering of badgers' skins, a11d 

pt1t in the staves. Ancl they 

shall put a cloth of blt1e t1pon the 

candlestick, with all its vessels, 

and cover it witl1 a coverii1g of 

badgers' slci.ns; and tl10 g·oldon 
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altar, and all the things belong­

ing to the l1oly place, were to be 

covered in the same way. But 

the brazen altar was to have a 

purple cloth and a, covering of 

badgers' skins. 

S. How curious and wonder­

ful tl1e things must have looked 

with all their coverings on. 

M. Then the sons of Kohath

came and each received their 

charge from the hands of Aaron 

11nd. his sons, and they carried 

all the things tl1at were inside 

the tabernacle ; and Eleazar, 

Aaron's son, was chief over these 

Levites, and he tool( care of tl1e



128 SOPHY'S STORY, 

oil and sweet incense, and of all 

tl1e tl1ings that the Kol1athites 

carried. 

S. Did they see the beautiful

things they carried 1

.lJf. No ; they were not to go 

in to look while the holy things 

were. being covered lest they die. 

Then Moses counted the sons of 

Gershon with their families, and 

he gave some work to do in the 

tabernacle to all the men that 

were from thirty to fifty years 

old. The Gershonites were to 

carry all tl1e curtains and 11ang­

ings of the tabernacle, and of tl1e 

court, and all the cords a11d in.-
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struments belonging to it, and 

Ithan1ar, Aaron's son, was over 

tl1e Gershonites. The11 Moses 

counted the sons of Merari, and 

gave them charge of all the boards, 

and bars, and pillars, and sockets, 

of tl1e tabernacle and of the cotrrt; 

ancl Moses counted all the things 

that none 1nigl1t be forgotten. 

And Ithamar was also chief over 

ihe Gershonites. 

S. 'fhe Kohathites carried tl1e

most precious things. 

M. Yes; and the J\Ierarites

-carried. tl1e heaviest part of tl10

tabernacle,
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J.f cim1na. In ot1r chapter to­

n igl1t ,ve read tl1at the Lord 

commandecl the children of Israel 

to l)Ut out of the camp eve1"y 

leper an.d. eveTy one tl1at was un­

clean, for He said: You must not 

malre yolircam1)st1nclean, becauco 

I d \\Tell in the midst of them. 

We have learned in the book of 

Leviticus ho,v tl1e people 1nigl1t 

approach Go(l, wl10 hacl I-Iis 

tl1rone in the t abcrnacle. 



Now ,ve are going to learn how 

God was dwelling in the midst of 

His camp ,vhile it was travelling 

t.l1rough the wilderness
., and we

sl1all see how God took notice of

everything that did not suit His

holiness. Every unclean person

was to be put outside the camp,

and any one who did any wrong

or unkindness to another, was to

make amends for it by giving

him something. An<lifthe wrong

was hidden, so tl1at other people

did not know of it, Goel wot1ld

bring it to light, and would jt1dge

the guilty person.

Sopliy. I think the children of 



Israel cot1ld never forget that 

God ,vas ,:vitl1 them in the wilder­

nes�, because He showed them 

that He saw every thing tl1ey 

did. 
JJ1. No; tl1ey could not forget 

that His presence went with 

them, according to �1:osAs' prayer 

on the mount whe11 he said: 

Let my Lord, I pray thee, -go 

among us, for it is a stiff-11ecked 

people, a11d pardo11 ot1r iniqu.ity 

ancl 011r si11 ; [l]nd so the Lord 

was going ,viLl1 tl1em as the 

merciful ancl long-sufferi11g Goel ; 

and 110,v I-Io spoJ.ce to Moses 

a.bout tl1ose wl10 wisl1ecl to �e1)ar-
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ate tl1emselves to Him : if either 

men or won1en did so they were 

called N azarites, which means 

separated or devoted ones. 

S. Did s01ne of tl1e people

separate themselves to God of 

their own accord 1. 

M. Yes. God does not com­

mand any one to be devoted to 

Hin:i, but here He gave Moses a 

lovely-description of what He con­

sidered devotedness to Him. 

The Nazarite was to separate 

himself from wine and .strong 

drink, and he was not to eat 

grapes or drink: the juice of 

grapes, nor even to eat dried 



grapes. All tl1e days of hiR sepa,a-

1�ation he was to eat nothing that 

was made of the vine tree, from 

the kernels even to the husks. 

S. Was that for the same reason

that God told Aaron not to 

drink wine when he went into 

the holy place 1

M. Yes. It was a figure of se­

paration from the excitement of 

nature-the Nazarite ,vas to find 

all his joy in God. The second 

marlr of the devoted one was 

that he was to let his hair grow. 

This was to show that he was 

not thinking of himself, or of l1is 

ttppearance before men. He ,vas 
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to be separated from everything 
to God. The third thing was 

that he was not to cotne near a 

dead body ; l1e 1nust not 1nal{e 

l1imself unclean for his father or 

his· mother, his brother, or his 

sister, if tl1ey died. He was to 

be separated .from natural sorrow 

as well as from natural joy, for 

all the d�ys of his separation he 

,vas holy to the Lord. 

S. How .long was he to be

separated to God 1

M. AB long as he lilced. It

was entirely his own choic.e, a11d 

the Lord said, If a man or womn,n 

wisI1es to bo sepnrat.ccl to n10, 
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these are tl1e 111arks of a separated 

person. I daresay the people did 

not m1derstand tl1e Nazarite, and 

wo11dered why he never dranl� 

any wine, or shared in the things 
that they enjoyed. But God 
understoocl him, and took notice 

of his separation to Himself. 
But God knew what an evil 

world His IJeople had to pass 
through, and He knew that., l1ow­
ever true to Him their heartA 
might be, yet that tem1)tation a11d 
death migl1t touch the Nazarite, 
and spoil his separation to God. 

So He told Moses what to do, if 
any ono clied vel'y sudclenly by 



tl1e N azarite, and thus 1nade him 

unclean. 

S. What was he to do 1

M. He was to begin all over

again. He was to shave his head, 

and to bring an offering on the 

eightl1 day of t,vo turtles or two 

young pigeons to the priest to 

the door of the tabe'rnacle, arid 

the priest sl1ould offer 011e for a 

sin-offering and tl1e other for a 

burnt-offering, to make atone­

ment for l1im. And the days 

that ,vent before were lost, be­

cal1s0 his separation ,vas .clefiled. 

S. It was ver,y kincl of Goel to

let l1im be a N azarito ag,1,in. 
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M. Yes, it reminds us of the
way that every child of God, if 
he goes wrong, must begin over 
again with God. Like Jacob, 
when he went back to Bethel, 
the place where he had seen God 
at first, and where he had vowed 
a vow to the Lord. But when 
the days of his separation were 
fulfilled, the Nazaritewas brought 
to the door of the tabernacle, and 
he offered to the Lord a burnt­
offering, a sin-offering and peace­
offering, and meat-offering, and 
drink-offering, and the N azarite 
shaved l1is head, and put his l1air 
in the fire under t'he peace-off or-
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ing, and the priest put a wave­

offering into his hands, and then 

waved it before the Lord. And 

after that the N azarite migl1t 

drink wine. 

S. Why did he put his hair

under the peace .offering 1 

M. Because his hair showed

the strength and power of the 

Nazarite; and now that the days 

of his separation were over, he 

expressed his communion with 

God in the sacrifice, by thus burn­

ing with it that which was the 

mark of his o,vn separationtoGod. 

S. He would not cut his hair

at all while l1e was a Naza1'ite, 
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and when the time was over he 

ct1 t it all off. 

lrl. Yes; in both cases it show­

ed his de\rotedness. 

And now the Lord gave Moses 

a blessing for I-Iis people, and said: 

Thus shall Aaron and his sons 

bless the cl1ildren of Israel, saying 

to them: The Lord bless thee, a1id 

keep thee : The Lord make His • 

face shine upon tl1ee, arid be- gra­

cious to thee: 'fl1e Lord lift up the 

ligl1t of His countenance l1pon 

thee, and give thee peace. And 

He said: Tl1ey sl1all 1111t my nume 

upon tl10 cl1ilclren of Israel; n1.1d

I ,vill bless tl1e1n, 



CHAPTER XI. 

NUMBERS VU., X. 10. 

Mcimma. Now, after Moses had 

ft1lly set up the tabernacle, and 

anointed it and everything be­

longing to it
) 
the princes of Israel 

came witl1 offerings to tl1e Lord)

and they brot1ght them before 

·Ghe tabernacle. And tl1e Lord

said to Moses
) 

Tal{e. the offerings

of the pri11ces
) 

ancl give them to

the Levites._ for the use of the

tabernacle,
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Sopliy. "V\1hat did they offer 1

ltf. Eacl1 of the princes brot1ght 

an ox, _and every two of them 

brought a wag·gon between them ; 

so there were twelve oxen and 

six v{aggons. And Moses gave 

two waggons and_ four oxen to 

the sons of Gershon, that they 

might carry the curtains of the 

tabernacle in them. And to the 

sons of Marari he gave four 

waggons and eight oxen, because 

they had such heavy things to 

carry. Bt1t he gave none to the 

Kohatbites, for the holy thii1gs 

were all to be carried on tl1eir 

shoulders. 
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S. That was what the staves

were for. 

lYI. Exactly; now, when the 

altar was anointed, the princes 

brot1ght offerings to dedicate it.

On the first day the prince of the 

tribe of Judah offered ; and his 

offering was a silver cl1arger and 

a silver bowl, both of them full 

of fine flower mixed with oil for 
a meat offering ; a golden spoon 

full of incense, and one bullock, 

one ram, one lamb, for a burnt• 

offering; a kid for a sin-offering; 

and for peace-offering� l1e brought 

t,vo oxen, five rains, five goats, 

and five lambs. 
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S. Tl1at ,vas a great many!

M. On tl1e second day the

prince of tl1e tribe of Issacl1ar 

offered, a11d l1is was exactly the 

same. On the tl1ird day anotl1er 

prince offered, and so on for 

twelve days: so tl1at all the tribes 

shared in the dedication of the 

altar. 

And Moses went into the taber­

nacle to s1)eak to _ the Lord, and 

he l1eat'd the voice of One spealc­

ing to him off the mercy-seat, 

from between the cl1erubjm. 

S. What did the voice. of Goel

s1)eak to Moses about 1 

JI. 'rl1e candlestick:. The Lorcl 
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said Aaro11 ,vas to light tl1e la111ps, 

that they might tl1row ljght u1)on 

the candlestick:, tl1at its beauty 

might be seen. And then Moser 

was to tal{e tl1e Levites from 

among the child.ren of Israel, and 

to cleanse them. The Lord said, 

You must sprinkle some water 

11pon them, and let them shave 

off all their hair, and wasl1 their 

clothes ; an<l let the1n tak:e a 

burnt-offering, and a meat-offer-

ing, and a sin-offering. Then 

Moses brot1ght the Levites to the 

door -of the tal>ernacle, and called 

all the cl1ildren of Israel together. 

And tl1ey l)ut their hands upou 
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the Levites, ancl Aaron offered the 
Levites before the Lord, as an 

offering fro111 all tl1e children of 

Israel. Then the Levites put 

their hands upon the heads of Lhe 

b11llocks; and Aaron offered a sin­

offering and a burnt-offering, and 

made atone1nent for the Levites. 

And the Lord said, They are 

given to n1e fron1 among the cl1il­

dren of Israel ; instead of all the 

first-born have 1· tak:en tl1e1n. 

The Levites were to be given to 

the �ervicc of the tabernacle, fro1n 

the time they were t,ve11ty-five 

years old until they were fifty. 

S. But tl1e priests were to scrv·o
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God all their lives, were they not, 

mamma? 

M. Yes;. there was no parti­

cul�r age given for a priest. Tl1e 

descencl�nts of Aaron were always 

priests. 

When the first month of the 

second year arrived, tl1e Lord re­

minded Moses about kee1)ing the 

passover, and they l(ept it in the 

wilderness of Sinai. But tl1ere 

were some m.en who came to 

Moses and Aaron, and said, We 

are defiled by the dead body of a 

m°'n, what shall ,ve do, for ,ve 

n1ay not eat the passover1 So 

Moses told tl1em to ,vai t until l\e 
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had asked the Lord. And the 

Lord said, If any man is 11nclean 

fro111 l1aving tot1ched a dead body, 

or if a11yo11e is away ona journey, 

so tl1at he can 110t eat tl1e pass­

over i11 the first month, then l1e 

n1ay eat. it in the second month. 

B11t any one who did not eat the 

})assover s11ould be cut off from 

among his people, because he 

had despised tl1e goodness of the 

Lord. 
It was ,rery gracious of the 

Lord to malce tl1is provision for 

any one who n1igl1t be hindered 

fro1n eating the passover in tl1e 

first 1nontl1, becat1se tl1e ,vl1ole 
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congregation ,ve1:e to clo it to­

gether, as tl1ey had done on the 

nigl1t that they came out of Egypt. 

S. How many things God

taugl1t tl1em in tl1at one year! 

I cannot tl1inlc of them all! He

gave them the law on ·the tablets 

of stone, and He taught tl1e1n 

about- the offerings, and about the 

tabernacle, which was the :giost 

wonderful of all, because it was 

m�tde like tl1ings which God l1ad 

up i11 l1eaven, ·and because tl1ere 

were so many shadows in ib of 

,vhat Jesus is to us. 

M. Yes, Sopl1y; and the day

that the tabernacle ,vas set up the 
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clot1d covered it, and remained on 

it al,vays, but at night it looked 

like fire until tl1e morning, and 

,vhen tl1e cloud "ras talren up 
they went on their journey, and 

,vherever the cloud rested there 

they pitched their tents, so that 
it, was at the commandment of 

the Lord they stopped, and they 

went on. It might be  a few 
days, or it might be a great 

1nany, but it was whenever the 

cloud moved tl1ey moved, whether 

it was in the day or in the nigl1t, 

and wh-en the cloud rested tl1ey 

rested; so that they were r0fllly 

travelling with God, jt1st as His 
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people do now, ,vho are loo]<jr1g· 

to God to guide tl1em. He sho,vs 

just as plainly ,vhere I-le would. 

have us go, and where we· sl1all 

have His presence with us, and 

that is where He will feed t1s, as 

with manna, that good thing that 

came down from heaven every 

day. 

S. If any one stayed bel1ind, I

sup1)ose he could not find any 

manna on the ground next morn­

ing·1 

l,f. Just so. If they had not 

gone with the cloud tl1ey must· 

have missed their daily bread. 

Now, the Lord told Moses to 
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make two silver trum·pets; of one 

,vl1ole piece they· were to be made. 

Tl1ey were t1sed to call the assem­

bly together, and to tell them 

when tl1ey were to set out on 

their journey. When the priest$ 

blew the trumpets they came to 

the door of the tabernacle. If

only one trumpet sounded, all the 

princes came; if an alarm sot1nded, 

the camps that were on the east 

side of the tabernacle were to go 

forward; and w he11 they sounded 

an alarm a seconcl ti1ne, those on 

the south side were to set out on 

their jot1rney. 

S. 1-Iow glad they 111t1st have
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been wl1en tl1ey heard tlw trun1-

pots sound! 

lll. Tl1e silver tru1npets ,vere

used in tl1e wilderness to call tl1e 

people togetl1er, and to tell the1n 

when to set out on their journeys; 

but they were also to be used i11

the land, for the Lord said, If you 
go to war in your land against 

the enemy that oppresses yot1, 
and you blow an alarm with the 

trumpets, I ,vill remember you, 

and I ,vill save you from your 
enemies. .And also in the days 

of your gladness, i11 your feasts 

and solemn days, you shall blo,v 

wiLlt tho t1;umpcts over your 
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Lur11t-offerings and your pcace­

offerings, that they may be a

u1e1norial to yoll before God. 

S. Will the Lord Jesus l1ave a

silver trumpet when He comes to 

call I-Iis people up 1 

M. He ,vill l1ave the tru1np of

God, for tl1e Bible says, He will 

come with a shout, with tl1e voice 

of the arcl1angel, and witl1 the 

trump of God, and He ,vill call 

all His people together, tl1e dead 

and the living; not tl1en to tl1e 

door of tl1e eart,hly tabernacle, 

but to Himself i11 His Fatl1er's 

11ouso. 



CHAPTER XII. 

NUMBERS X. 11, XI.

Mamma. Now the cloud was 

taken up from the tabernacle in 

the second y.ear, on the twen­

tieth day of the second m0-nth ; 

and the children of Israel took 

their journey out of the wilder­

ness of Sinai, and the cloud rested 

in the-wilderness, of Paran. 

When the silver trumpet 

sounded an alarm, the ca1np of 

Judah set for ward, with Issacl1ar 

and Zebulun, then followed tl1e 
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sons of Gershon and Marari with 

the tabernacle; next came the 

cam1)s of Reuben, Simeon, and 

Gad; and tl1en the Kol1at]1ites 

ca,rrying the holy things on their 

shoulders; and the Gershonites 

and Merarites, with Itha1nar the 

priest, set Ul) the boards and 

pillars and hangings of the taber­

nacle, before the Kol1athites 

arrived. 

S. So that it was qt1ite ready

to l)Ut all the things in their 

right places. 

M. Yes; Eleazar the priest l1ad

charge of the things belo11ging to 

tl1e 11<,ly place, an(l tl1e most l1oly 
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place, and it ,vas the business of 

Aaro11 and his -sons to cover and 

uncover tl1em ; no one else was 

allowed to look at them. After 

the Kohathites follovved the 

camps of Epbrai1n, Manasseh, and 

Benjami11; and last of all, Dan, 

Asher, and N�\,i)htali. 

Now there was a. 1na11 named 

Hobab, son of Moses' fatl1er-in­

la,v,_and Moses said to him, Come 

with us to the lancl the Lord has 

})romised us; and he said, I will 

not go, I will go back to my own 

land, and to 111y own l)eople; but 

Moses said, Do come, and you 

will be to t1s insteacl of eyes. 
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S. Did Moses want I-1obab to

shew him the way-? 

l,f. Moses seems to l1a ve f 01�­

gotten for a mo1nent that God 

was going with the1n. But the 

Lord wot1ld not allow His people 

to be guided by Hob-ab, or by 

any one else but Himself; there­

fore, instead of the ark going in 

the midst of the camp, as He had 

said, it now went on before them, 

to search out a resting-place for 

them. And whe11 tl1e arlr set 

forward, Moses said, Rise up, 

Lord, and let thine ene1nies be 

scattered, and let thern that 

hate thee flee before thee. And 
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when the Arlr rested, ancl the 

Lord took up His .abode in th.e 

midst of His people, Moses said, 

Return, 0 Lord, unto the many 

tl1ousands of Israel. 

S. How beautiful that was,

mannna! 

M. It is beautiful : tl1is is God's

side, and it is the bright and 

blessed part of our story; but 

man's side was a darlt, sad picture 

of unbelief and sin, for ,ve read: 

rrhe people GOmplained, ancl it 

cljspleased the Lord, and He sent 

fire a1nong the-in, a11cl const1mecl 

·a great '.many; ancl the people

cried to Moses, and ,--v11en he
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prayed to tl1e Lord, the fire was 

quenched ; but �loses called that 

place Taberal1, which ·means a 

b11rning. It. sl1ows 11s how near 

God was to His people when He 

l1eard them murn1t1ring i11 their 

tents, but He toolc notice of it in 

mercy, because He would not 

al1ow sin to go unpunishecl in 

the camp. 

S. How dreadful of the1n to

complain, just ,vhen, God was 

sending tl1e ark:: on before to find 

ai resting-11lace for tl1e1n. 

M. Yes; their l1earts were not

satisfiecl witl1 Goel, and tl1ere ,-vns 

a mjxecl multitude witl1 tl1en1 of 



people who had com·e up with 

them from Egypt, and they began 

to wish for the things of Egypt. 

And the children of Israel wept, 

and said, Who will give us meat 

to eat? We remember the fish 

we had in Egypt, and the cucum-� 

bcrs, melons, and onions we used 

to eat there, and now there is 

nothing but this manna before 

our eyes. They were .really, in 

heart, loolring back into Egypt. 

S. It was lik_e Lot's wife to

look baclr. 

M. Yes ; like her, too, they for­

got the Lord's jt1dgment upon 

Egypt, a.ncl their hard bondage, 
F 
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a11d sufferings there; and when 

tl1e people wept, th_e Lord was 

very angry, and Moses also was 

displeased. And he went to the 

Lord and said, Why has thou 

afflicted thy servant? I am not 

able to bear the, burden of this 

people alone-,it is too heavyfor me. 

S. But Moses was not alone,

beeatlse· G0d did everything Him-. 

self.for His- people? 

M. Yes; but the evil of this

rebellious people oppressed the· 

l1eart of G@cl's clear servant, and 

he felt how utterly powerless 110

was to l{ee1J them in st1l1jection 

to God. Bl1t the Lord clicl not 



rebt1ke Moses. He only said, 

Gather to :me seventy men whom 

you know to be elders of the 

l)eople, and bring them to the

door of the tabernacle, tl1at they

may stand there with you; and I

will come down and tallr witl1

yot1 t11ere, and I will tak:e of tl10 

spirit that is upon. you
,. 
and I will 

l)Ut it t1pon the seventy men, aJ1d

they shall bear tbe bt1rden witl1

yotl. 

S. Diel 11ot that talre away s01110

honour from Moses ?

M. Yes; it ,vas failure i11 Moses

to suppose that seventymencot1ld 

help him; tl1oy only took nway 
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some of the honour that God 

l1ad pt1t upon him. Still Moses 
was God's most favoured servant, 
and God soon showed that there 
,vas none so faithful as he. And 
the Lord said, Say to tl1e people 
sanctify yourselves against to­
morrow, and you shall eat meat. 
You shall not eat for one day, or 
two days, but for a wl1ole month, 
till you are sick of it,, becat1se you 
have despised tl1e Lord, ancl 11-a.ve 
,vept before Hin1, and said, V\7hy 
di<l we come out of Egypt 1 Bt1t 
Moses answered, The peo1)le are 
six hundred thousand footmen, 
and Tl1ou hast said, I will give 



tl1em meab for a ,vhole montl1. 

Shall all the floclcs and herds be 

killed to satisfy them '? Or shall 

all the fishes in the sea be caught 

for them 1 This was sad uhbelief 

in 1\fose·s, who ought to,have said, 

He that gives tls bread from 

·heaveJ1 every day can easily give

t1s meat too, if He pleases.

S. Did the Lord rebuke Moses

for his un belief1 

!Jf. Ye$, He said, Is Jehovah's 

hand shortened? You shall see 

whether ·my words will come true 

to you or not. 

Then Moses went out and 

called the seventy men, and the 
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Lord took of the spirit that was 

upon Moses and gave it to them, 

and they prophesied. 

S. What do you mean by

"prophesied 1'' 
M. When God gave these men

His Holy Spirit, they saw things 

according to God's mind; and 

when they spoke what they saw 

it was called prophesying. And 

two of the men stayed in the 

camp and prophesied; but Joshua, 
Moses' servant, was jealous for his 

master, because he thought tl1at 
no one had any right to prophesy 

but his master. So he said, My 

lord., Moses, for bid them. 
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8. Did Moses tell them not to

prophesy? 
M. Oh no; Moses was delighted

to see the work of God's Spirit in 

His people, and He said, Are you 

jealous for me1 I wish that all 
the Lord's people were prophets, 

and that He would put His 
Spirit upon them all 1 Then 

Moses went into the camp, and 

all the elders with him. 

S. Did God send the people

meat to eat 1

M. Yes ; He sent a wind which

brought quails from the sea, and 
they fell in thick heaps all round 

the camp, and the people gathered 
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them greedily all day and all night, 

·and all the next day. They forgot

the warning of the Lord,-and
while they were greedily eating

themeat,butforgettingthemigh�y

One who sent it, the Lord struck

them with a very great plague,

so that they died. And Moses

called the place I{ibroth-hatta­
·avah, which means-The graves

of lust; because there they bttried
the people who lusted, that is,
who wished for tl1e meat a.nd
melons of Egypt. And they left

this place of their sin and sorrow,

andrtravelled on to Hazei:ot;l1,



CHAPTER XIII. 

NUMBE.BS xii.-xiv. 

Sophy. Did the. Lord speak to 

the seventy elders as He spol{e 

to Moses 1 

M amma. No. An occasion soon 

came, in which the Lord sl1owed 

that the one that honoured Him, 

He- would honour ; for Miriam 

and Aaron spoke against Moses, 

because he l1ad married an Ethio­

pian. woman. They said, Has the 

Lord spoken only by Moses? H-as 
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He not spoken also by us ? And 

the Lord heard it, and He spoke 

suddenly to Moses and to Aaron 

and Miriam, and said, Come to

the tabernacle. And all three 

came out to the Lord, and He 

came down in the pillar of cloud, 

and called Aaron and Miriam to 

ffim, and said : Hear now my 

words. If there be a prophet 

among you, I will make myself· 

known to him in a vision, and I 
will speak to him in a dream ;

but my servant Moses is faithful 

in all my house, I will not speak 

to him by visions and dreams, 

but I will speak to him mouth 
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to mouth, and he shall see me. 

Wl1y, tl1en, were you not afraid to 

spealr against my servant Moses 1

And the Lord was very angry 

with them, and He went away 

in the cloud. 

S. Were they frightened and

sorry for what they had said? 

M. They were silent in the

presence of the Lordi but when 

the cloud was departed, Aaron 

looked at his sister, and she was 

covered with leprosy, as white as 

snow! 

S. Oh, how dreadful! Had she
to go away outside the camp ? 

M. Yes, Miriam was not sub-
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ject to the Lord, whose ways of 

grace she could not understand;· 

but He has said, Do my prophets 

no harm.; and it is a solemn warn­

ing to us of how God .hears a word 

of reproach or unkindness against 

any of His, servants, and that He 

will surely judg� it. .Now, _Aaron 

turned to Moses, to intercede for 

his sister. Aaron ol1ght to have 

been the one to check her evil 

thought, but he. ,did not
,, 

so now 

he confessed it, and said, We .have 

done foolishly; we have si11ned: 

my lord, I beseech thee, lay not, 

this sin upon u�. Tl1en Moses 

cxied to tl\e Lord, and so,id, 
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Heal l1er now, 0 God, I beseecl1 

tl1ee. 

S. Was not Moses angry with

Miriam for speaking in that 

wicked way1 

M. No. Moses was the meekest

man in all the earth. He did not 

utter one word of rebulre or com­

plaint·; he did not even tell the 

Lord what they said. But the 

Lord heard it and He toolc notice 

of it, and gave Moses a place of 

still greater honour; for He al­

lowed Moses to intercede for the 

one who had injured him; and 

when Moses prayed for Mhiam, 

the Lord healed her ; but Re 
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said sl1e sl1ould be shut out of 

tl1e camp for seven days, and 

then sl1e might be received in 

again. And the people did not 

go on their jour-ney until Miriam 

,vas brought in._ again;. then they 

movedfrom Hazeroth,and pitcbed 

tl1eir tents in the wilderness of 

Paran. 

S. Were they very near Canaan

then 1

M. Yes ; and the Lord said to

Moses, Send men on before to 

search out the land of Canaan, 

that they may come baclr and 

bring you word about it. Talco 

a man out of every tl'ibe. So 
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Moses chose twelve men. I will 
te]l you the names of two of them. 

The man that was chosen of the 

tribe of Judah was Caleb, and the 

man of th:e tribe of Ephraim ,was 
J osht1a, Moses' servan.t; and these 
twelve men were called spies. 

S. That was ·what Joseph called
his brethren. 

M. Yes. Moses sent them to
spy out the land of Canaan, and 
told them to bring back word 

about the land, and abot1t the 
people that lived tl1ere; and he 
said, Bring some of tl1e fi·uits of 

the l'and. For it was tl10 time 
of the first ripe grapes. 
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S. How delighted they must

have been! 

M. They went up the moun ...

tain and searched the land, and 

came to a city called Hebron, 

where four giants, the children 

of Anak, were. 

Do yot1 remember my telling 

you about Abraham buying a

piece of land for a possession, 

when he was a stranger in the 

l�nd of Canaan 1

S. Oh, yes; it was a burying

place, where he buried Sarah, 

his wife . 

.i11. Yot1 are quite right.; this 

piece of grot1nd was called He-



bron, and it was the very same 
place that tl1e sries came to, a .. nd 
where they saw the giants. I shall 

havemoretotell·youaboutHebron 
by-a11d-by. 

S. Did they get some fruit 1
M. Yes; there was a rich val-

1ey, full of the first ripe gTapes, 

and they cut one branch, and it 
w.eigl1ed so heavy that they put 
it upon a staff, and two men car­

ried it between them ! 
S. What a magnificent bunch

it must have been! 

M. The:y called. the place where

they plucked it Eshco], which 

means the valley of a cluster of 
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grapes. They also brought pome-­

granates and figs
., 

and after forty 

days they came back to Moses 

and Aaron and the children of 

Israel, a.nd they showed tl1em the 

fruit they hacl brot1ght
J 

and said, 

Surely it is a la11d flowing with 

milk and honey, and here is the 

fruit of it. But the people are 

very strong, and the cities have 

higl1 wa1Is, and we saw giants 

. there. And when Caleb saw that 

the spies were frightening the 

people, he tried to quiet them, 

and said, Let us go 11p at once; 

we are quite able to overcome it. 

But the othe11 _ spies brought a 
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bad report of the land, and said, 

We are not able, f-0r tl1e people are 

much stronger than we are; for 

we are like little grasshoppers 

before them. 

S. I hope the children of Israel

did not listeu to those na,ughty 

men. 

M. Indeed they did ! When

people do not trust God, He lets 

Satan blind their eyes, and even 

thot1gl1 they saw the delicious 

fruit and heard how these twelve 

men had gone all tl1iot1gl1 tl1e 

land, and had spent forty Uays 

t.here, they wol1ld 11ot believe,; 

bl1t all the people liftecl lll) their 
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voices and cried, and they mur­

mured against Moses and Aaron, 

a11d said, We wish that God had 

let us die in Egypt, or in the wil­

derness; a.nd now all our wives 

and otu" children will be killed. 

And they said, Let us choose a 

captain, ancl go back to Egypt. 

S. Oh, how dreadft1lly wicked!

Was Moses greatly grieved ? 

M. Moses and Aaron fell on

their faces before them, and 

Joshua anrl Caleb tore their 

clothes; they were the two good 

spies, who wished to go into the 

land at once. And they were 

dreadft1lly grieved, and shock:ed 
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ab the words of the people, and 

they $aid, Tl1e land wl1ich we 

passed th1, .. ougl1 is exceeding· good. 

If the Lord deligl1ts in 11s, He 

,vill bring us into it. Only do 

not rebel against the Lord, and 

you need not be afraid of the 

giants, for their strengtl1 is all 

gone, because the Lord is with us, 

and He is not with them. But 

the people would not 1isten, and 

wanted to kill them with stones. 

Then the glory of the Lord ap­

peared! 

S. vV as the Lord very angry

witl1 the 1)eople 1 

Jvl. He saicl to Moses, How 1011g 
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will tl1is people provoke me 1 

How long will it be before they 

believe me 1 I ,vill destroy them, 

and make of you a greater nation 

tl1an tl1ey are. 

But Moses had not a ·thot1ght 

for himself� His first thought 

was:-The Egyptians will hear 

it, and wl1at will they say about 

this great Jehovah, who has done 

such wonderft1l things for His 

people 1 And Mo�es told his 

sorrow to the Lord, and said
.,

They will tell the people of the 

land: for they l1ave heard that 

thou, Lord, art among this })eople, 

a11d that thy cloud stn11ds over 
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them day and night. And now, 

if thou wilt kill all this people, 

they will say, The Lord was not 

able to bring them up. So now, 

I beseech thee, Iet the power of 

my Lord be great; for thou hast 

said, The Lord is longsuffering 

and of great m.ercy, and will by 

no means clear tl1e guilty. And 

pardon, I beseech thee, the ini­

quity of this people, as thot1 hast 

forgiven them from Egypt even 

until now. 

S. What a wonderful prayer!

M. Wonderful, indeed, to hear

Moses thus talcing God at His 

word, telling Him that, nccord-
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ing to the character God had 

given of Himself, He must act in 

mercy and longsuffering. It is 

very beautiful to see how Moses 

al ways comforts himself by wl1at 

is in God. Moses l{.new Goel, and 

lie loved and trusted Him with 

his whole heart. And the Lord 

answered him, I have pardoned 

according to thy word. I will 

show 1nercy, but I will by no 

.means clear the guilty: for those 

men who have seen my glory a11d 

my miracles, and have tempted 

me these ten timBs, and have not 

obe�recl my voice, they sh�ll not 

see the land. Every one that 
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was nu1nbered from twenty years 

old shall die in the wilderness. 

Bt1t my servant Caleb shall live, 

a11d he sl1all go in and possess tl1e 

good land, because he has followed 

me fully. Ai1d now, to-morrow, 

tur11 back into th� wilderness, by 

the way- of the Red Sea. 
II, 

S. Was God going to send them

ba;ck to Egypt 1 

M. No;. 'bt1t He called Moses

and Aaron, and said that what 

the people in tl1eir unbelief l1acl 

,said, sho1tld come true of tl1em : 

for every one tl1at m11rm.urecl 

p,gainst Him. sl1oulcl die ii1 tl1c 

wilderness, nnd ·their little 01111-
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dren, tl1at they said would be 

killed if they went up, God 

would bring into the land; but 

they should wander about the 

wilderness for forty years, until 

all the grown-up people were 

dead, except Caleb and Joshua. 

But the ten wicked spies the Lord 

killed that day by a plague. 

S. Did Caleb and Joshua suffer

for tl1e otl1er people � 

M. Yes; and the little children

too, had to suffer for the sins of 

their parents, and l1ad to wait for 

forty years. Ancl when Moses 

told tl1ese things to tl1e- children 

of Israel, they mourned greatly; 
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and they got t1p early in the 

mo1�ning, and said, We will go 

up··; for we have .sinned. But 

they were not really humbled 

before the Lord, or sorry for dis­

honotu-ing Him. And Moses said: 

No; you must not go up now, for 

the Lord is not with you ; you 

will be destroyed before your 

enemies : it is quite true that 

they are stronger and greater 

than you are. 

S. But they wete not strongei1

when God was with thetn ? 

M. No. The wretched un­

believing people left God out 

both times; when tl1ey talked 
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of their strength, as mt1ch_ as 

,vhen tl1ey talked of their ,veak­

ness; and they clicl go tll), and 

lJresumed to fight in their own 

strongth,and the Canaanites came 

do,vn upon them ancl destroyed 

them; for the Lord was not with 

then1, a11d the ark and Moses 

remai11ed still in the camp. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

NUUDERS X.V. x,vi. 

Marrirria. In our chapter to­

night, we learn how God is above 
all the foolishness and t1nbelief of 

His people. Their wretchedness 

does not alter Hirn one bit. Lil{e 

the st1n i11 the l1eavens, which 

shines on, shedding its light, and 

l1eat upon all arot1ncl it; notl1ing 
can sto1J its sl1ining-not all the 

rain or clot1ds or storu1s-tl1ey 
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may keep us from seeing and 

feeling its pleasant ligl1t and 

heat, but the st1n is shining all 

tl1e while, as brigl1t and as power­

ful a.s ever-and God would have 
1-1s believe it: Yesterday we read 

how the people He had chose11 

for Himself rebelled against Him, 

and despised the pleasant land, 

and lost it for themselves; bt1t 

God said; I am not chaD;ged ; my 

word is the same : tl1e children of 

these very men shall l)ossess tl1e 

land> a11d Caleb and J osl1ua sl1all 

have it; and no,v He said to 

lYioscs, rrell tl1e cl1ilclron of Israel 

something 11\oro nbol1t tl10 ti1no 
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when they shall have come into 

tl1e land. 

Sopliy. Perhaps that was to 

mal{e them quite sure that God 

bad forgiven them, and that He

wot1ld bring them in. 

M. Yes. He spoke to Moses

as if they were in the greatest 

favour; for He said, When any 

one brings me a free-will offering, 

he shall bring some wine for a 

drinlc-offering. Now wine, as we 

have seen before, was an expres­

sio11 of joy-there was to be joy 

i11 all thejr sacrifices of sweet 

savour. Ancl there sl1oulcl be 

the same la,w for themselves n.1ttl 
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for the stranger that dwelt in 

tl1eir land. And if they did any 

thing ignorantly, that is, when 

�hey did not know it was wrong:, 

they were to off er sac1;ifices and 

their sin should be forgiven; bu•t 

if any one sinned presumpttlously, 

that is, wilfully, God did not say 

they might off er a sacrifice for 

him ; that person was to be p11t 

to death, becat1se, he l1ad despised 

the worcl of the Lord and brol{:en 

His commandment. And one d'ay 

they found a man gathering sticks 

<:)n the Sabbath day,and they sht1t 

him up· until the Lord said wJ1at 

sho11ld be done to him. And tl1e 



Lord said he must be put to death. 

Then all the congregation stoned 

him outside the camp. 

S. Was that becat1se he had

broken God's commandment 

about doing no work on the 

Sabbath day 1

M. Yes. He had wilfully

broken God's law. God would 

not allow disobedience to Him to 

go unpunished in His camp. And 

now He said to Moses, Tell the 

children of Israel to make fringes 

in the borders of their garments, 

and on the fringe they are to put 

a ribband of blue. All the chil­

dren of Israel were to wear it, 
Q 
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tl1at they might lool{ on· it, a11d 

remember all the command1nents 

of the Lord and d-o th•ein, insteacl 

of following: that '\vl1icl1 their 

ovv.n eyes admired, ur what -,vas 

in tl1eir .foolish he}trts to wish 

for. I tolcl you before tl1at blue 

wa:s the heavenly colour, so G0d's 

people were to have ·heavenly 
ways, and tl10 horders of tl1eir 

garments, which nright trail u1Jon 

the earth, were to have a fringe 

and ribbancl of bl11e. 

>-9. Tl1at is a veryprettytl1ot1ght. 

It was too good for st1ch 11al1gl1ty 

}JCople. 

ff[. But 11otl1ing COlllcl llo 'Loo 
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good or too groat for God 'to do 

for the people tl1a"t He loved; even 

tl1ough they so often turned His 

grace into an excuse for their 

own evil. Ancl so it was no,w : 

for Koral1, one of tl1ose favoured 

Kohathites, .and t,vo 1nen called 

Dathan and Abira1n, with two 

l1u11clrecl a11d fifty l)rinces, rose 

t1p against Moses ·and Aaron, and 

saicl to them, You take too mt1cl1 

tll)On you, for all the Lord's people 

areholy,everyoneof them,ancl the 

Lord is among tl1em. Why, then, 

do you set yourselves u1Jaboveth0 

rest? They thought they :rnight 

do withot1t Moses and Aaron, now 
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that God had allowed all to wear 

the ribband of blue. Korab, who 

had his own place as a Levite in 

the. service of the taber11acle, was 

setting himself up against those 

wl1om God had appointed to 

stand before Him, as His p.riest 

and mecliator. And when Moses 

heard it, he fell upon his face. 

S. How grieved he must have

been! 
M. T_hen Moses said to Korah

and his company, To-morrow the 
Lord will show who ate His, a,nd 

who is holy: for the Lotd will 
cau·se those whom He has chosen 

to come near to Him, And now, 



SOPlIY'S STORY. 197 

do you all take censers, and pttt 

fire in them and incense before 

the Lord to-morrow; for you take 

too much upon you, you sons of 

Levi. And Moses said to Korab, 

Is it a small thing that the God 

of Israel has separated you, to 

bring you near Him8elf to do 

the service of the tabernacle­

and do you want to be priests 

also ? And this is the reason you 

are gathered together agai11st tl1e 

Lord. What is Aaron, that you 

murmur against him 1 

S. Did they do as Moses sniid

next day? 

ltf. Yes ; and I{oral1 gathered 
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all the 1Jeople a,gainst 1Ioses and 

..t\.aron, to the door of the taber.,

naclc. 

Then the glory of the Lord ap­

lJeared, and the Lorcl said to 

Moses and Aaron, Separate your­

selves from this congregation, that 

I may consume them in a moment. 

And they fell on their faces, ancl 

said, 0, Goel! shall one man sin, 

anu ,villi thou be angry ,vitl1 all 7 

Then the Lorcl said, Toll tl1en1 all 

to go quite a,vay from tl1ose threo 

wicked men. And 1'Ioscs clid so, 

and said, Do not touch any tl1ing 
of tl1eirs, or yot1 ,vi 11 be destrO)'Cd 

in all tl1cir sins. Anu. tl10 pcuplo 
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obeyed, and tl10 three wicl(etl men 

,vore left alone, and Dathan and 

.A.biram ca1ne ot1t of their tents, 

and stood at the cloor with their 

wives and their cl1ildren, Ancl 

1foses said, Now, if the Lord cloes 

some new thing, you will believe 

tl1at tl1ese n1en l1ave displeasecl 

Him. And when Moses had do11e 

speaking, the ground opened un­

der their feet,and swallowed them 

up, and their houses and their 

goods, a11d they went down alive 

into the pit, and the eartl1 closecl 

over them, und all Israel sa,v it, 

and l1eard tl1e cry tl1ey gave as 

ihc earth closed ovor tl1e1n, uncl 
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they we1·e terrified and fled ; for 

they knew that they had sinned 

in listening to those wicked men. 

And the Lord sent a fire that 

destroyed the two hundred and 

fifty men that offered incense. 

S. How very, very dreadful !

Bt1t why did Moses tell the 

naughty men to offer incense 1

M. Because they presumed to

despise the priesthood of Aaron, 

and dared to say tha.t they were 

as holy as he, and God chose this 

,vay to show who was holy and 

whom He had chosen to come 

near Him. But after the men 

were dead, He saiu to Eleazar 
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the priest, Take up the two 

hundred and fifty censers and 

scatter the fire-for they are 

holy, because tl1ey were offered 

to the Lord-and let the censers 

be made into broad plates· for a 

covering for the altar; and it 

became a sign in Israel, that 

they might remember that no 

stranger, who was not of the 

family of Aaron, might come 

near to off er incense to the Lord. 

But the next day all the people 

murmured against Moses and 

Aaron, and said, You ha··ve killed 

the people of the Lord ; and as 

they looked towards the tab01·-



nac1e, the clot1d covered it,a11d tl1G 

glory a1)peared. Ancl the Lord 
agnj11. 'Said He would destroy 
tl1em ; but Moses said to .Aaron, 
Talte a censet, and pt1t- £re in. it 
off the altar, and put• incense, anu 
go ql1ickly in to the congregation, 
ancl make atone1ne11t for them; 
for the Lord is very, angry)_ ,an.tl 
tl1e plague is begun. And Aaron 

clid so, and he stood, between the 

dead and the living, ancl the 

J)lague was sto1)1)ed. But a 

gTeat many of the people died 

of it. Ancl Aaron came baclr to 

Moses, to the cloor of tl1e taber-­

nacle. 
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To-morrow we shall read how 

the Lorcl taught them tl1at the 

priestl1ood wl1ich they wiclcedly 

despised was entirely of God. 



CHAPTER XV. 

tiUHBERS xviL-xix. 

Mamma. Tell me, Sophy, wl1y 

did God destroy Korah and his 

company? 

Sophy. Because they despised 

God's priests, and thought they 

had as mucl1 right to be priests 

as Aaron l1ad. 

M. Yes ; and God destroyed

them in awful judgment; but 

tl1cn He taught His people that 

they must bo clestroyod too, t1n-
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less Aaron made atonement for 

them. If he bad not gone in 

quickly with his censer to make 

atonement for them, they would 

all have perished in the wilder­

ness. But Aaron stood for God 

between the dead and the living, 

and the dreadful sickness ceased. 

And now God was going to show 

them that no .one had any right 

at all, unless he was chosen by 

God. So He said to Moses, Tell 

all the princes of the twelve tribes 

to take a rod each, and to write 

the names of their tribes on each 

rod, and write Aaron's name upon 

the rod of Levi, And the Lord 
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said, The man's rod whom 1

sl1all ch,oose shall blossom, and I 

will rnal{e to cease from me tl1e 

1nur1nuti11gs tl1at they n]t1rn1ur 

against you. So ?Yioses laicl 11p 
.the rods before tl1e Lotcl iu tl1e 

tabernacle ; and tl1e next day, 

,vher1 Moses ,vent in, he saw that 

Aaron's rod for tl1e hot1se of 

Levi wits coverecl with buds ancl 

blossoms and .almond fruit. 

S.. Did they all grow i11 one 

nigl1t? 

M. Yes·; that ,vas the wonder ...

f ul thing that God dicl to ma]to 

tl1em believe. Aaron's rocl was 

only a stick lik:e tl1e rest, but God 



SOPIIY'� 8'rORV,. 207 

sl10,ved, tl1at tl1ougl1 tl1e stic]c had 

no life or power in itself, yet tl1at 

He -col1ld, if He chose� make 

blo'ssoms a11d fruit co1ne from it. 

S. Was tl1at to show that God

chose A�ron and no one �lse 1

JJf. Yes. Aaron was a poor, 

weak 1nan lil{e thei rest, but God 

hacl chosen him a11.d .given him the 

office of a priest, that l1e might 

leacl His people into the pro1nised 

Jtind. And. Moses brot1ght out fl,11 

the rods to. show them, to the clli.!.­

dren of Israel, and each one toolc 

his own rod. But. the Lorcl ,told 

l1im to p11 t Aaron's rod back: again 

beside the ark, to be lee pt before 
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Him for a sign against the rebe18. 

And when tl1ey saw what the 

Lord had done, they came to 

Moses, and said, We shall all die; 

whoever comes near the taber­

nacle of the Lord shall die. 

God's grace and goodness 

seemed to frighten them more 

than 'His judgment, for they felt 

how unfit they were to have to 

do with Him. 

S. Were they glad to have

Aaron to go to God for them then 1 

M. Yes; and the Lord said to

Aaron, You and your family sl1all 

bear the iniquity of the holy 

and place, the iniqt1ity of your 
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priestl1ood, and the Levites shall 

be joined witl1 you in the service 

of the tabernacle ; but you and 

your sons shall keep your priests' 

office for everything of the altar 

and within the vail. God gave it

as a gift to Aaron and his sons ; 

and everything that the childre11 

of Israel offered to the Lord was 

to be given to the priests. 

The Levites were to have no in­

heritance among the children of 

Israel, because the •Lord was their 

inheritance. Bt1t tl1e cl1ildren of 

Israel were to give a te11th part 

of all their goods to them. These 

tenth parts were called tithes; 
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n,11d tho Levites wcro lo offer n

to11t1t pnt1b of tl1c best of -tbo 

tit,]10s to tl1e Lord ancl thnt wru, , 
to belong to Aaron. r1'I1c titl1ca 

were tho rew�rd of their service 

ih tl1e tabernacle. 

Now tl10 J_jord told them how 

tl1ey were to be macle clean if t11cy 

met \Vitl1 a11y defilement in .tho 

wildern�ss. For they had many 

years· still 't©· ,vander there. 

lJecause of their unbelief; and 

the Lord knew bbat -they mt1st 

meet with many things tl1at

would. 1nal{e th-en1 unclean ancl 

m1fit for His presence in the

.cam1i. So He saicl to Moses and 
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t\.aron, Tell the cl1ildren of Israel 

to bring a red l1eifer,----that is a 

yot1ng cow,-without a spot upo11 

her, n-nd give her to Eleazar
) 

ancl 

l1e sl1all bring her outside tho 

camp, and some one shall kill be.r 

there ; an_d Eleazar shall talce 

some of her blood with ll.is finger 

and SJ_)rinkle it seve11 tim.es'. before 

the tabernacle. And lie shall 

b11rn tlie heifer before Eleazar's 

face ; every part of lier, eveu the 

blood shall be bur11t·; ancl while 

it is burning tl1e pxiest sl1all 

tl1ro,v in some, cedar wood, -scarlet 

,vool ., and bysso1). Oan you tell 

me what these tl1i11gs meant� 
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S. All the things that people

are proud of. When they mada 

the leper clean, you. told me they 

took some cedar wood, and scarlet, 

and hyssop, witl1 the two birds 

that they offered. 
M. I am glad to see you

1�emember tl1at; the cedar is a fine, 

beautiful tree, and hyssop is a 

tiny herb, and scarlet is the 

grandest colour man can make ; 

so that these three things took in 

all human grandeur-the things 

that man might boast of-and all 
was thrown into the burning of 
the heifer. But all wl10 had to 

do with the burning of the heifer 
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were unclean until the evening, 

and l1ad to wash their clothes 

before they could come into the 

camp. And one was to gather 

up the asl1es into a clean place 

outside the camp, and it was to be 

kept there for pwifi.cation of sin. 

S. What did they do with the

ashes 1

M. They put some in ,vat.�.,

and called it the water of separa­

tion. If any one became unclean 

by accident, if a man died in his 

tent or any where near him, he 

was to be sprinkled with tl1e 

water of separation on tl1e third 

tlu,y, and again 011 the seventh 
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day; a11d if he did not clo so he

remained t1nclea11, and cotild not 

co1ne near the tabernacle, but 

,vas ct1t ,off ·from Israel. 

S. Is the red heifer a figure of

the offering of Jesus 1 

Jfi Yes. The shedding of His 

blood·-, as we said w l1en w� tr1ll{ecl 

about the sin-offering, completely 

put away sin; but saved people 

have to go through an evil world, 

and our hearts are. cai .. eless, and we 

n1ay forget what Christ has suf­

f eredfor our sakes, and so we offjen 

get unclean by tl10 thinga ,ve 

have to pass tlu�ougb. His blood 

can never bo ., sbed again-thp.t 
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could. be done only once; but the 

Hol�v Spirit shows 11s how Cl1rist 
suffered on the cross for us, and 
how all that ,,re are so foolishly 
prot1d of ,vaa con.demned i11 His 

deatl1, just as tl1,e cedar ,vood, 
scarlet, ancl hyssop were burnt 
with tl1e offering ; and it is a 
v:ery bitter thing· to our l1earts to 
feel tl1at we have totiched some­
tl1ing that causecl ot1r blessed 
Lord to suffer, n,ncl that even 
after we have been saved by His 
blood we let 'Ot1rselves- get t1n­
clean in the world; a11cl then it 
is a great comfort to kno,v that 
He l1as put away all tl1e unclean-
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ness too, as is shown in the run­

ning water, and the ashes of the 

heifer with which the children of 

Israel had to be sprinkled. 

Sin was atoned for on the great 

day of atonement when the High 

Priest went inside the vail, but 

the watet of separation was to 

separate them from the unclean-­

ness of the wilderness. 



01-IAPTER XVI. 

NuMnEns xx. xx1. 

Sophy. Where were the chil­

dren of Israel all tl1e time that 

God was telling tl1em. all these 

things about wearing the blue 

ribbands, and about the red 

heifer 1 

Mamma. They were travelling 

about the wilderness, where in 

their unbelief they wisl1ed that 

they might die. You. remember 

God said they should die there, 
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and that only their cbila.reu 

should see tl1e })romised land, 

besides the two goocl spies, Caleb 

and Joshua. 

A11d in the first month of the 

fortietl1 year they came.ag·ain into 

tl1e clesert of Zin, ancl l)itchecl 

their ten ts i11 I{a<.lcsl1. Ancl 

�lirian1 diecl and '\vas buriell 

there. 

S. Oh, I am sorry she did not

see th.e 1)ron1isecl lancl ! 

l.f. In this place thcl'e ,vas no

water for the p�oplc to drink, 

and tl1ey rose up against Moses 

a11d Aaron, and sai.cl angry ,vords 

to them· as they dicl before, 1tnd



.Moses n,11cl An1·011 ,vent away fro1n 

thcru to t,he cloor of the taber­

nacle, and fell on tl1eir faces 

before the Lord, ancl His glory 

appeared to them. An(l the 

Lord said, Take the tod, and 

gather the l)eople together, and 

yoll and Aaton shall spealc to 

the rock before their eyes, and it 
shall· give out its water for the 

thirsty people and for their beasts. 
Ancl Moses toolt • the rod, as the 

Lord told l1im, and called the 
people; bt1t, alt1s ! ho was think­

ing of the na'\.1ghty people, instead 
of thinking of tl1e blessed G·ocl; 
so l1e said, Hear 110w, ·YOll rebels; 
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must ,ve fetcl1 water for you out 

of this rock 1 Then Moses lifted 

up his hand, and with the rod he 

struck the rock twice ; and t.he

water flowed out abundantly, 

and the people drank, and their 

beasts also. 

S. Was it very wrong of Moses

to strike the rock, instead of 

speaking to it, as God said? 

M. Yes ; it was the most sor­

rowful moment in tl1e whole life 

of this dear servant of God. For 

God was above all the people's 

sin, and when He said, Tal{e the 

rod; He meant them to under­

stand. how He woulcl act in
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gr3,ce, ,vith that beautiful 1
10d 

which He had made to blosson1 

and bear fruit, as a sign of the 

priesthood He had set up. Moses 

had struck the rock before, as we 

read in the book of Exodus; and 

we learned how it was a figure 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

was smitten once, that all bles­

sing might flow out from Him 

to us. 

Moses ought to have been 

above the people's sin with God, 

and then l1e would have been 

able to act in the grace of God ; 

but he was not, for no man was 

ever perfect in everything, but 



Jesus, ,vl1en He too le the place 

of tl1e serva11t of Goel dovv11 here. 

S. Was the Lord dis1)leased

with Moses 1 

lt!l. Yes; and I-Ie ·said to Ivloses 

and .Aaron, Becat1se yot1 did not 

believe me, to sanctify 1ne in the 

eyes of the cl1ildren of Israel, yo11 

shall not bring tl1�1n into the Janel 

which I have given thetn. Ancl 

again the Lord called the place 

Meri bah, wliicl1 means strife. 

S. Oh, I am sorry ·I I t1sed to

think how lovely it wot1ld be for 

Moses to see the land he l1ad so 

often tall{etl about. 

J.11. So used I, Sophy. Wl1e11 
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f was a little girl, I r01nemLer 

crying because Moses was not 

.-n,llowe(l to go into tl1e la11d of 

Canaan. Bt1t. God did 11ot love 

Moses less tl1ai11 before. It was 

becal1se He love·d His servn,nt 

that He p11nished him. And 

now the_y were getting very· 

near the end of the wild_erness, 

but there were ene1nies in their 

way. They were close to Edom, 

wl1ich was Esau's country, and 

�Ioses sent a message to- the king 

to aslc hi1n if they nugl1t pass 
Lhro·ugl111-iJ; cot1ntt·y. And Moses 
said, You 1{no,v :ill that ho.s hn,p­

pen c(l to t1s; lto,v ,ve ,verc in 
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Egypt, and how the Egyptians 

.illtreated us, and the I.Jord deli ... 

vered tts, and now we are in 

Kadesh, which is very near your 

country : will you let us pass 

through it 1 We will not walk 

in the fields or in the vineyards, 

or drink your water; we will 

just pass through on the king's 

high road. And the ki11g of 

Edom said, You shall not pass 

through my country. I will 

come out and fight against you. 

So Israel turned away from him, 

for Esau was Jacob's brother, and 

the Lord would not allow the 

children of Isra.el to destroy his 
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country. So they went round 

another way and came to Mount 

Hor. 

And the Lord said: Aaron 

shall die in Mount Hor, because 

you rebelled against my word at 

Meri bah; and now talceAaron and 

Eleazar his son to the top of the 

mountain, and take off Aaron's 

garments and put them on 

Eleazar; and the three men 

went up, while .all Israel loolced 

after them. And Moses toolc 

off Aaron's clothes and put them 

on his son, a11d Aaron died. 

,And Moses ancl Eleazar came 

down from tb.e mount, and all 
JI 
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Israel mourned for Aaron for 

thirty days. 

S. How quiet they must have

felt! 

l,f. It was very solemn to see 

God's word fulfilled before their 

eyes, and to know that unbelief 

was the cause of all their sorrow. 

And now another enemy came 

in their way, for one of the ki11gs 

of Canaan had heard abo11t tl1e 

spies, and when he found tl1at 

the children of Israel were 

coming the same way he went 

out to fight against them; ancl 

Israel made a vow, and saicl, if 

t�be .Lor.d WOtlld give -tl1em vici�ory 
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over these people they would quite 

destroy their cities. And the 

Lord heard what they said to 

Him and granted their request. 

Then they travelled on, going all 

round the land of Eclom, ancl the 

people were much discouraged by 

the long way ; and they spoke 

against God and against Moses, 

and said, There is no breacl here, 

and no water, ancl ·we are tirecl 

of this manna; then tl1e Lorcl 

.sent poisonous se11Jents among 

them, ,vhich bit tl1em dreadfttlly, 

to tl1at many died. Ancl they 

came to Moses, and said, We 

h,ive sinned, pray for tls. So
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Moses prayed for tl1e people. 

And the Lord told Moses to 

make a serpent of brass ancl to 

put it on a pole, and that who­

ever looked up at it shot1ld live, 

and Moses did so. 

S. Wl1y did loolring up at a

serpent on a pole make the 

people well 1

M. Because it was simple

faith in God's word. All wl10 

had lost the land, lost it by 

unbelief, and now God was only 

going to bring in those who 

·cc looked and lived;" all who did 

not look died of the deadly sting. 

We can fancy them in fearful 
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pain and misery turning round 

to where the pole was planted, 

and look:ing llp at it, and im­

mediately the pain and sickness 

ceased, and they were well ; the 

look of faith had given them 

new life. 

To us it is a figure of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was lifted up 

on the Cross to make man well 
of the Serpent's deadly sting, 
and all who look to Him live, 

The children of Israel were made 

well in their bodies ; but those 
who loolr to Jesus find that 
�heir souls are made alive for 
evermore, for it is eternal life Ho 



gives, and it is Satan's power 

that He has destroyed. 

Now, they travelled on to a 

great many places, and at last 

they came to a well, and the Lord 

said to Moses: Gather the people 

together and I will give them 

water. And these }Jeople who 

had received tbe blessing of 

faith were able to sing, instead 

of murmuring, for all Israel 

sang: Spring t1p, 0 well; sing ye 

to it. The princes digged the 

well, the nobles of the people 

digged it, by the direction of 

the lawgiver, with their staves. 

S. I a1n so glad they sang again l
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M. Yes, they had entered the

wilderness with the song of 

redemption; and now, in the 

f orti'3tl1 year, they came out of 

it with a song. God had made 

tl1e water to flow in dry places 

lik:o a river. The jot1rney was 

over. God had brought forth 

His people with joy and His 

chosen with gladness. 

After this they travelled Qn to 

Mount Pisgah, and Moses sent 

messengers to Sihon, king of 

the Amorites, wl10 lived in that 

cot1ntry, to ask him if they 

might pass through his. land ; 

btit Sihon refusecl, and came out 
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to fight witl1 Israel. But Israel 

clefeated him, and destroyed his 

people, and toolr all his cities, 

and lived there. Next they 

came to Bashan, and Og the 

king of Bashan came 011t with 

his army to fight against them. 

But the Lord said : Do not be 

afraid of him, for I have given 

him into your hand, and all his 

people and his land.· So Israel 

destroyed Og and all his people, 

and they possessecl his land. 
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LooK ! look ! the serpent's lifted up 
On yonder pole so high ;
What wonder is there in the sight 
That catches every eye? 

Wonder of wonders !-God has said 
That he who looks shall Ii ve; 
So each poor sufferer's eye is turned, 
One feeble 'look' to give. 

And as he looks, his pains depart, 
The serpent's sting is gone ; 
And he can sing of sin forgiven, 
Can tell what GOD has done. 

Yet greater things than these we tell 
Of Him who sent His Son-
Jesus was lifted up for us 
God's own beloved One. 

Be bore the Cross-He went on high­
Saviour and J"'ord to be; 
I 'look' to Him-in Him I 'live' 
For all eternity. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

NUMBERS XXII,-XXV. 

Ma?rima. Now when the chil­

dren of Israel had destroyed 

Sihon, king of the Amorites, and 

Og, the king· of Bashan, they 

pitched -their tents in the plains 

of Moab, whicl1 were close to the 

river Jordan, .and Canaan was on 

the other side of Jordan. Bt1t 

there were enemies on every 

side. The people of Moab were 

greatly distressed at the sigl1t of 
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this great people, conque1'ing all 

before them, and they knew 

that there was a mighty God 

among them, whose hand was 

stretched out for the1n, full of 

blessing and power; so the king 

of Moab thougl1t of a plan to 

injure the children of IsraelJ 
be­

cause he knew that he could not 

conquer them. 

Sophy. What did the king of 

lVIoab do to Israel? 

M. He sent for a man cnlled

Balaam.; he was a false prophet
)

who ltne,v all that God had done 

for Israel, and tl1e Iring of Moab 

sent him a message and said :
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,, There is a people come out of 

Egypt, they are so many that 

they cover the earth, and are too 
strong for me to fight against, so 
I want yot1 to come and curse 
them for me, and the-n perhaps I 
shaH. be able to destroy them.'' 
And the messengers took presen-ts 
in their hands to reward Balaam 
for cursing God's people; and 
Balaam received the messengers 
of the l{ingofMoab, and told them 
to stay with him that night and 
he would aslr the Lord abou·t it .
.And that night God came to 
Balaam and .said : Y ot1 must not 
go ,vith these men, and yot1 shall 
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not curse the people, for they 
are blessed. So he sent the men 
Jl,Way next morning. But the 
king sent again, more honourable 

princes, who made great promises 
to Balaam of all the honours the 
king would give him if he wol1ld 
come -and curse the people. But 
Balaam said : If the king would 

give me his house full of silver 
and gold, I must obey the word 
of the Lord my God. But stay 
here to-night, and I will see wl1at 

more the Lord will say tD me. 
And God came to him tl1at night 
Itnd told him if the men came to 

call him l1e n1ight go witl1 tl1em
1
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but that l1e must only say what 

He told him. 

S. Why did God tell Balaam

to go with the 1nen 1 

M. Because he was not content

with God's word, when He said: 

You shall not curse the people, 

for they are blessed. He want.ed 

God to say more to him, so God 

said: If they call you, go. Balaam 

wanted to go ; he wished for the 

king's gold and silver, and he 

did not care w l1ether Goe.l's 

people were ct1rsed 01� not. So 

he got t1p in the morning :111d

saddled l1is ass a11d went ,vitl1 

the princes of Mon,b. And God
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was angry with Balaam for 

going, and He sent His. angel 

to stand in the way; and the ass 

that Balaam was riding saw tl1e 

angel, with a sword drawn in 

his hand, and the ass turned out 

of the way and went ir1to a field ; 

and Balaam was angry, and he 

beat the ass and tried to make 

her go into the road again; but 

the angel ·stood in the path, and 

there was a wall on each sido
.,

and when the ass saw the angel, 

sl1e thrust herself against the 

,vall a11d ht1rt Balaam's foot, and 

he beat 11er again. But tl1e 

a,ngel stood i11 a still 11ar1--owe1' 
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!)art, where there was no way to 

escape, and tl1e ass fell down 

t1nder Balaam, which 1nade him 

very angry, and he beat the poor 

ass again. But the Lord opened 

the mouth of the ass and gave 

l1er l)ower to speak, and she said 

to Balaam: What have I done to 

you, that you have beaten me 

these three times 1 And he 

answered : Because you mocked 

me. I wish I had a sword in my 

hand to kill you. And the ass 

said: .Ai:1 I not your ass, upon 

which you have riclden ever 

since I was yours to this day; 

did I ever do this to you bef 01·0 1 
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A':ld be said : No. The11 the Lord 

OJJened his eyes, and he saw the 

angel standing in the way wit.h 

his sword cltawn in his hand: and 

Balaa1n bowed his head, and fell 

flat on his face. And the angel 

of the Lord said : Why have you 

beaten your ass three times 1 I 

went 011t to meet you, because I 

see your self-will. That poor ass 

has more wisdom than yot1 have, 

for she saw me and tt1rned back 

three times : and if she bad not 

turned fro1n 1ne, I would l1ave 

lrillecl you, and saved tl1e ass 

alive. And Balaam said: I have 

sinned ; for I did not know you 
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stood in t11e way to stop me: but 

now, if it displease tl1ee, I will go 

bacl{. 

S. Did Balaa1n lo-ve God 1

M. No ; 11e was afraid of God,

as sinf11l 1nan always is, when he 

only ki10,vs His holi11ess and 

power. Balaam knew nothing of 

God's love and grace; he could 

not understand that God chose to 

pless those poor, faitl1less, 1nur­

muring people
., 

whom He had 

bro11gl1t out of Egypt
., 

and 

Balaam's own heart was set on 

getting the wickecl king's reward. 

So God let him go on, bt1t He saicl 

that he should only speak tho 
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word God gave him. And Bf)ilaam 

went with the princes. And the 

king of Moab came out to meet 

him, ancl offered oxen and sheep. 

A11d he took Balaam 11p to the 

high places where they wor­

shipped their idols, that he 

might look down t11Jon all the 

children of Israel, ,vho had 

pitched their tents i11 the valley. 
And Balaam said : B11ild me here 

seven altars, and get seven oxen 

ru1d seven rams. And he said he 

,vould go and aslc the Lord what 

he shoulcl say, and God met him 

and told hin1 what to say. A11cl 

ho went back: ancl stood by tho 
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burnt sacrifice, with tl1e king of 

Moab and all his princes. And 

Balaam looked from the lulls 

upon Israel, and uttered the 

blessing Goel had put into his 

mouth. An{l the king said: I 

asked you to curse my enemies, 

and you have altogether blessed 

them. And l1e said: Mt1st I not 

speak the words the Lord pt1ts· 

into my mouth 1 And the king 

said : Come to another place 
where yot1 can see them. And he 
went, and this time God gave 

him a still fuller blessing. He 

said : I have received command­

ment to bless ; and He l1as 
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blessed ; and I cannot change it.

For God has not seen iniquity in 

Jacob, nor per;verseness in Israel; 

... and it shall be said of Jacob 

and of Israel : What has God done 1 

S. Why did he say God had

not seen iniquity in tbe _people 1 

ld. That was the way God 

Himself spoke 0f His people. It 

is very wonderful to us, because 

we have read in this very book 

God's own account of their sins 

and iniquities, for He saw every 

one of them. But here He 

spoke as the God of redemption, 

who had cast all their sins behind 

His bacl\'., He did cleal with sin, 
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and He spol{e to the sinner as 
One wl10 !{new all abot1t l1is 

sins ; but He would not allow 
Satan to accuse His people

., 
nor 

allow the servant of Satan to 
curse them. 

S. Was Balaam Satan's ser­

vant 1
'M. Yes; lie went to do Satan's 

,vork for the sal{e of the ,vorld's 
reward. Bt1t God made him clo 
His ,vil], for He macle hi1n bless 
the peo1)le who1n he wished to 
curse. And the l{ing of Moab 

was angry witl1 Balaa1n ancl said: 

Do not curse them at all, nor 

bless them �t all, Yet he thought 
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he would try him once more ; so 

he brought him to another place. 

And Balaam looked towards the 

wilderness, and when he saw the 

wonderrnny lovely sight of 

Israel, arranged by the word. of 

God� according to their tribes, 

God allowecl His Spirit to come 

upon hin1, and l1e said : The man 

whose eyes are opened, and who 

l1as heard the words of God, 

says: How goodly are t.by tents, 

0 Jacob. And then he uttered 

a long prophecy (whicl1 I will 

read to you), in which he told 

God's thoughts abot1t His people, 

and repeated God's promise to 
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Abram : Blessed is he that blesses 

tl1ee, nnd cursed is he that curses 

thee. And the king was exceed­
ingly angry, ancl claJ>pecl l1is 
hands, a11d said to Balaam : Fly 

away to yot1r own place. I 
thought to promote you to 
l1onour; bt1t the Lord has kept 
you back from honour. And 

Balaa1n said he could only s1)eak 
what tl1e Lord told him, and 

said to the l{ing : Come and I will 
tell you what these peo1)le will 
do to yo11r people in the latter 

(lays. And he prophesiecl that a 

Star should come ottt of Jacob, 

who Rhot1ld destroy Moab, and 
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Edom, and a]l the countries 

around. Tl1is Star of Jacob meant 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

yet reign on this. eartl1 till all 

His enemies are put under His 

feet. 

S. That is a very wonderft1l

story, Mamma, becat1se Balaam 

was a very wick:ed man, and yet 

God told him all those things. 

M. Yes; Goel always has His

way, and He makes even wicked 

people clo His will. It was also a 

message from God to the Gentiles, 

who did not lcnow Him. Then 

Balaam went home, ancl so dicl 

the king of M.oab. And wl1on
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they f ot1nd that God would not 

allo,v His people to be c11rsed, 

Balaam thot1ght of another way 

to injure them ; for he said to 

the king of Moab : If you can 

make the people sin, God is so 

holy that He will destroy them. 

So the king made friends with 

the children of Israel, and in­

vited them to come to a feast, 

when they sacrificed to their 

idols, and the people ,vent and 

ate with the Moabites, and bowed 

down before their idols, and took 

wives of the women of Midian. 

Tht1s Israel joined themselves to 

Baal-peor, ancl the Lord was 
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greatly displeased; ancl Moses 

saicl to the judges of Israel: Slay 

all those men who were joined to 

Baal-peor. And one of the chil­

clren of Israel brought a JVIidian­

itish ,voman into the cam1J before 

Moses and all the people. And 

when Phinehas, the son of 

Eleazar the .priest, saw it, he took 

a sword and rushed into the 

man's tent, ancl killed both him 

and the woman. So the plague 

was stopped. Pltlnehas was 

zealous for th0 honot1r of God, 

and grievecl that an idolater 

sl1ould· be brougl1t into His camp; 

and God a1)prove(l of ,vhat he 
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did, and He said to Moses : Phi­

n ehas has turned away mj,. anger 

from the children of Israel, be­

cause he was zealous for my sake 

among t.hem, and now I will give 

him my covenant of peace, and 

of an everlasting priesthood. 

And the Lord said to Moses: Vex 

the Midianites, and destroy them; 

fur they vex you with their cun-­

ning ways, and they have mado 

the chilcken of Israel sin, 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

NUMBERS xxvi. -xxxi. 

M a1rima. In this chapter we 

read that God told Moses to 

n11mber the people again,-all 

that were able to go to war, 

from twenty years old and more. 

And Moses and Eleazar co11nted 

the men of war in tl1e plains of 

Moab, near Jordan. They also 

co11nted the Levites, all that 

were more than a month old, 

and among them there was not 

one man found of those tl1at
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,vere nt1mbered in the wilder-

11ess by Moses and Aaron, exce1)t 

Caleb and J osl1ua. 

Sopliy. Had all tl1e men of

war clied? 

ll!l. Y es:1 according to the word 

of the Lord, who said that they 

should die in the wilder11ess, 

because they had despised the 

land. This was now the fortieth 

year, and they were close to the 

lancl of promise-only the river 

Jordan flowed between tl1em and 

it. And now tl1ey were n-q.mbered 

for their inheritance in the la11cl. 

Already the peo11le were thml<ing 

of ,vhat possession they ,vot1lcl 
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l1ave, and some wome11, whose 

father had died and left no sons, 

came to Moses and asked him if 

they might have the possession 

that God had promise·d their 

father, that his �ame mig·ht not 

be forgotten among his brethren. 

And Moses brought their cause 

before tl1e Lord, and the Lord 

was pleased witl1 them for co11nt­

ing on His goodness, and I-le said 

they should have a possession 

just tl1e sa1ne as if they had 

been sons. 

S. Does Gotl lik:e people to

wish to have a great deal of 

wl1at He g'i,r0c:: tbo1u? 
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M. Yes, and He rewards those

who have confidence in Him to 

ask for what it is His good 

l)leasure to give. And He said

that ,v henever a man died and

left no sons, his daughters shoulcl

have his possession, anJ if he left

no daughter, then his nearest

relation should have it. And

now the Lord said to lVIoses: Go

up this mountain and look at the

land which I have given to the

children of Israel, ancl when you

have seen it frorn a distance you

shall go down into the grave as 

Aaron did, becat1se yot1 dis­

honoured me at Meribah. 
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S. Was Moses very sorrowful 1

M. His answer was: Let the.

Lord set a 1nan over the con­

gregation, to go in and out before. 

them, and to lead them, that the. 

people of the Lord may not be 

like sheep without a shepherd .. 

This was .his first thol1ght. 

S. How beautiful! He always

thought of the peo1)le first of all. 

]Jf. Yes, becat1se l1e always 

thought of them as God's people. 

No one knew their badness as 

well as Moses did, but l1e loved 

them because they belonged to 

the Lord. And the Lord chose 

his own servant Josl1ua, who had 
I 
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been with l1im and ministered to 

him, and who had seen all 'his 

meelc and lowly ways; and the 

Lord said: Take Joshua, a man 

in whom is the Spirit, and lay 

your hands on him, and set him 

before Eleazar the priest, and be­

fore all the people, and give him a 

charge in their sight,and l)ut your 

-honour· upon him, that all may be

obedient to him( And l1e shall

stand before Eleazar, and Eleazar

shall ask counsel of the Lor cl for

him. At his word they shall go ot1t

and come in. Ancl Moses did so.

S. Did God spealr to J osl1ua

as He did to Moses 1 
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M. No. The J>riest was to ask

counsel for Joshua. Moses was 

God's mediator. God spoke to 

him face to face, and gave His 

law into his ha11ds. Now God 

was going to take away the 

mediator who had lrept them in 

the wilderness ; and they were to 

enter the land with a leader or 

ca1)tain who began his course by 

the conqt1est of Ama.Iek, as we 

read in the Book of Exodt1s. The 

�orcl taught J osht1a to fight His 

battles, bt1t the priest, in Gocl's 

J)resence, gave J osh11a the word

of command. At his word Joshua

was to go ot1t or to come in.



S. I lik:e the story of Moses

better, because I would rather 

l1ear about God's wonderful 

thoughts, than about fighting 

battles. 

M. The story of Joshua is very

beat1tiful, too, and it is a figure, 

the way in which tl1e Lord Jesus 

Chris·b l1as gone before I-Iis own 

people and conquered all the 

l)owers of evil for tl1em.

Now ,ve read that the Lord to] d

Moses to remincl the chilcl.ren of 

Israel about the continual bt1rnt 

offering, tl1e sweet savour of 

,vl1ich was to be a1,vitys going llp

to Him; ancl on tl1e Sabbatl1-dn)7
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-tl1ey were to offer t,vo icuuL:3

besides, with a meat offering and

a drink offering. And the Lord

said : If any man made a vow to

the Lord he must not break his

word, he must do whatever

he has- vowed to do. But ii a

woman made a vow, or promised

to do anything to the Lord, if

her fa,ther or her husband said he

clid not aJ)prove of her vow, the

Lord would forgive her, be�at1se

it was right for a woman to obey

her father or her husband; but if

a woman, who was a widow,

made a vow, sl1e mt1st lteep it. 

Also, tl1ey were to bring their 
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offerings in tl1e beginning of their 

montl1s, and at the Passover, and 

n,t the Feasts of tl1e. First�fruits; 

and on the Day of the Blowing 

of Trumpets ; on the Day of 

Atonement ; and at the Feast, of 

Tabernacles. 

S. Did Moses go up the mot1n­

tajn to loolc at the land 1 

JJ1. We are not told of it here; 

but before he died, the Lord al-

lowed l1im to ,vrite all this won-

clerful l1istory of God's ways, that 

,ve l1ave been reading, from the 

very beginning of the world t1ntil 

tl1e cl1ildren of Israel got to tl1e 

banks of the river Jordan ; there 
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this blessecl servant of God left 

them, when their journey was 

over. And now Lhe f.10.rcl saicl 

to him: .Avenge the ehildren of 

Israel of 1tiidian before you die. 

And Moses tt1rned to the people, 

and saill : Come, avenge the 

LORD of Midia11 ! This was 

putting great honot1r upon Moses. 

God allowed him to show, by his 

last act on earth, how entirely 

his heart desired to have Goel 

honoured. These 1\f.idianites, who 

had brought in such sorrow, were 

to be clestroyed by him before 

he died. Ancl iioses cl1ose a 

thousand men ot1t of eacl1 ·tribe, 
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that all might have a share in 

it. So twelve thousand.men went 

to fight against the Midianites, 

and Phinehas_, the priest, went 

with them, and blew the silver 

trumpets. 

And the Lord gave them 

victory over the five kings of 

Midian, and they killed Balaam, 

the wicked prophet. 

S. I am not _a bit sorry for

Balaam, because he did not love 

God, w)lo spoke to hi1n, and 

because he was crt1el to his 

donkey. 

M. Balaam is a solemn exam­

ple of God's judgment u1Jon men 
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who take His name, and His 

word upon tl1eir lips, but- whos� 

hearts have not lrnown His sal­

vation and never tasted His love. 

He was found with the enemies 

of the Lord, and he shared in 

their judgment. And they took 

the children, and cattle, and 

goods, but they burnt all their 

.cities and destroyed their fine 

caatles, and they returned with 

all their spoils to the camp, and 

Moses and Eleazar went out of 

the camp to meet them. And 

Eleazar said that no11e of tl1e 

spoils might be brought into the 

camp until tl1ey had passed 
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througl1 fire, and l1ad been puri­

fied with tl1e water of separation; 

so they put the gold, and silver, 

and iron things into the fire, and 

wasl1ed their clotl1es in water 

before they oame into the camp. 

Then they divided all the spoils 

into two parts, a11d gave one 

part to the people that remained 

behind, and the other part to 

those who had gone to battle. 

And Moses took a tribute for the 

Lorcl of the share of the men of 

war, ancl gave it to Eleazar for a 

heave offering to the Lord, and 

he took a tribute from the 

children of Israel'� half, and 
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gave it to the Levites as their 

share 

.And the officers who were over 

the men of war came to Moses 

and said : We have counted. our 

men, and there is not a single one 

l{illed in the battle; so we have 

brought an offering to the Lord 

of that which we took for 011r­

selves from the Midianites ; ancl 

they gave gold and jewels, and 

Moses and Eleazar tool{ their 

offering and brought it into th.e 

Tabernacle, and laid it lll) for a 

memorial for tl1e children of 

Israel before the Lord. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

NUMBERS xxx.ii.-xxxvi. 

Mamma. In this chapt�r we 

read th·at the children of Reuben 

and Gad had a great many cattle, 

and when they saw that the land 

of Gilead was a good place for 

cattle, they ca.me to Moses and 

Eleazar and asked if they might 

have the land of Gilead as their 

possession. 

Sophy. Was that part of 

Canaan1 
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M. No; it was on this sicle of

Jordan. And Moses was grieved 

becat1se they asked to be allowed 

to l1ave their possession on the 

side of Jordan that was nearest 

to the ,vilderness, and nearest to 

Egypt. And he spoke very 

gravely to them, and said : 

Why do you wish to settle 

here, and to let yot1r brethre11 

go over J orclan and have all the 

fighting1 Tal{e care that your 

exam1)le does not discourage the 

people of the Lord. Y ot1 know 

what hap1)ened to yot1r fathers 

ut Kadesh-Barnea, ancl take care 

that )'Our l1carts are no·h turning 
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baclr from following the Lord; 

for if you do, He will surely leave 

you in this wilderness, and you 

will be the cause of destroying 

all these people. But they came 

near to Moses and said: We will 

build sheepfolds for our cattle, 

and cities for our wives and 

children, and then we will go over 

,armed before the children of 

Israel, and we will fight like the 

rest, until all tl1e tribes have 

got their possessions. and then 

we will come back here to ot1r 

wives and cl1ildren. So Moses 

gave them their possession on 

that side of Jordan. 
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S. I ,vish tl1ey had not left

tl1eir little ones bel1ind. 

]f. It was want of faith, and 

tl1ey suffered for it afterwards. 

Bt1t God allowed it to show how 

ready we are to be content with 

.only l1alf a blessing, and that 

wl1at we choose for ourselves in 

our selfisl1ness is nothing com­

pared to what God has prepared 

for us. So R.euben and Gad, and 

half of the tribe of Manasseh, 

took possession of the countries 

tl1at belonged to Sihon and Og, 

tl1e two lri11gs whom the Lord l1ad 

given into their l1ands, and they 

built towns and sl1eepf olds tl1ere, 
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S. Were th·ere nice fruits in

Gilead, and milk: and honey? 

JJ!l. Yes. Gilead was a rich 

and beautiful country, but it was 

11ot protected by the "riverJordan: 

there were enemies' countries 

not far off. Now the Lord went 

over the whole jot1rney to Moses, 

and showed ho,v He had kept a�­

cou·n t of it all, and of every step 

His people toolr, and He desired 

Moses to vvrite it in a book, 

which he did, for our instruction 

and biessillg. And the Lord said 

t '1 l1i111: Tell tl1e clti1dren of Israel 

1 l1at ,v l1en tl1ey go over Jordan 

into the land, thoy 1nust dest1,.oy 
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all tl1e pictures of tl1ose wickecl 

people, and all their i1nages, and 

the plnces wl1ere they wor­

shi1Jped tl1eir idols, and then they 

shall divide the land among their 

families-a large family shall 

have a large possession, and a 

small family sl1al_l have a small 

possession. But be sure to drive 

out all the wicked people, for if 

you leave any of them in your 

land they will be lik:e thorns 

and briars, to vex you. Tl1en the 

Lord l)ointed out to Moses the 

boundaries of the pro1nised land, 

north, sot1th, east, and west, und 

He said that Joshua and Eleazar, 
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,vitl1 ten princes of th.e tribes, 

were to divide tl1e land betwee11 

the children of Israel. Reuben 

and Gad l1ad 110 sl1are in the 

dividing. 

S. It was very • good of tl1e

Lord to tell Moses all about 

the land, thot1gh he was not to 

see it. 

M. Yes. God1s 1nind about it

was fully revealed to hi1n. He 

made lrnown His ways, that is 

Himself, to Moses, the people only 

saw His acts. One more com-

1nancl the Lorcl gave abot1t the 

Levites. The children of Israel 

were to give the1n cities to dwell 
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in, so tl1at the Levites were not 

to li·v·e all together in one spot, 

bt1t. to be spreacl over tl1e different 

parts of the land. They were to 

have _forty-eight cities-that was 

four from each tribe, and each 

city was to have two tho·usand 

cubits of land all round it, for a 

place to keep their cattle and 

their goods. But six of the cities 

that were given to the Levites 

wete to be called cities of refuge ; 

there were to be three on one 

side of Jordan and three on the 

other side. 

S. What were tl1e cities of re­

fuge for? 
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11!. For a person to fly to, wl10 

had. killed another. The law was, 

that if one man lcilled another 

he should be put to d_eath. But 

God, in mercy, provided the cities 

of refuge, kept by His servants 

the Levites, as places where a11y 
one. who killed another by 

accident, might escape and fincl 

safety. If a man threw a stone 

at another and killed him, he 

might fly to the nearest city of 
refuge, and the people were to 

judge whetl1er he did it s1)ite­

fully, or whether ·he mea11t to 

lrill l1im. Two people wel'o to 

bear witness tl1at tl10y sa'.v it,
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done; one was not enough. If 

he did it on purpose he was to be 

put to death; but if lie did not 

mean to kill him he was to be 

sent back to the city of refuge, 

to hide there until the death of 

the high priest. After that he 

might, go back to his possession. 

S. Was he never to leave the

city of refuge till the high priest 

was dead? 

M. No. If he was ever found

outside of the city the person 

whose business it was to kill a 

murderer might take him and 

put him to death. God said they 

were not to defile the land by 
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shedding blood upon it; for He• 

said: I, J ehoval1, dwell among 

the children of Israel. 

The cities of refuge are a figure 

to us of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

All men are guilty of the 

death of God's Son; but who­

ever flies to Rim for refuge, God 

will not judge. 

And Jesus says : w·hoever 

comes to me, I will in no wise 

cast out. 
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I "rJ:LL tell you about Jesus: 
He is God's beloved Son--

.He is living up in Heaven, 
Sitting on His Father's d1rone, 

Once He lived on earth a.111ongst us, 
Was a child, yet not like yon­

He was never rude or selfish,. 
He was always good and true. 

270 

Children please themselves n1ost often, 
J' esus pleased His God alone -

God, His Father, who had bid Him 
Make His love and glory known. 

Jesus always cared for others, 
Was a man like none beside -

God, who made the earth and heavens, 
Was a man who lived and died. 

Here He lived to tell poor sinners 
Of His Father's love and grace, 

How they might, with sins forgiven, 
Look upon God's blessed face. 

This is why He lived amongst us;­
Can you tell me why he died ? 
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"\Vhy "he Sou of God 1'1 ost Holy 
W n,s cdndemned and crucified. 

He ,vas holy, He was harmless, 
Like-a lamb to die He came; 

Bears the punishment of sinners, 
That the Lord might pard()n them . 

.Jesus did not die for ever 
J

He rose living from His grave, 
Now in Heaven He lives to help us• 

Lives to pardon and to save. 



CHAPTER X�( 

DEUTKRONOMY i. •• iv. 

Sophy. Mamma
>
didMoseswrite 

anything more beforel1e died 1 

M amrria. Yes ; he ,vrote a 

fifth book, which men have called 

Deuteronomy. It is- chiefly tell­

ing us what he said to all Israel 

when the�y- were encamped by 

the ri vel' Jordan. 

It was the eleventh month of 

the fortieth year, and Moses knew 

that soon he would die, as God 
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said, and Israel would go over 

Jordan into the land; so that 

this book we are now going to 

read tells us l1is last words to 

the people who were so dear to -

his heart, because tl1ey were 

God's l)eople. He first tells us 

that they ought to have taken 

only eleven days to c0me straight 

out of Egypt into Canaan, but 

that the children .of Israel took 

forty years to get there. 

S. Ob, but that was because

they despised tl1e beautif1.1l 

country, and they were afraid of 

the giants, and. tl1ey did not be -

lieve that God cot1lcl make them
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conqt1er tl1em all ; so G.od k:e1)t 

tho1n in tl1e ,vildorness all tl1at 

time to punisl1 tl1e1n, 

ltf. You, are qt1ite right; bt1t it 

is a true picture of man's heart. 

For ,vl1en God gives us any bless­

ing we are very slow abo.1Jt taking 

possession of it, because we do not 

believe how good it is. The mo­

ment we see how very good it is, 

,ve for get all the things that 

frightened us before, and we 

thinlc everything else is nothing 

compaI·ed to it, and we try how 

quickly we can get all we c�n of 

God's blessing. And when we 

know how good it is, we also fiud 
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out how God delights to give it

to us; for it is joy to God Himself 

to bless us. 

S. Were the children of Israel
not afraid of the giants when 
they got into Canaan 1

!Jf. No. After they ha.d de­

stroyed Sihon and Og, the two 

kings, on this side of Jordan, we 

hear no more of their fears. 

They seemed to have proved how 

God would give them victory, as 

He said He would. 

S. What did Moses say to the

people by the river Jordan 1

ltI. He began by going over

their history, sl1owi11g t1s ho,v 
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the Spirit of God lcept account of 

every step of tl1eir ,vay. He 

showed how God had told them 

to go straight to tl1e mol1ntain 

of the Amorites, for tl1at wa.s tl10 

first bit of possession He meant to 

give them. But, alas! when they 

got there, we know what hap ... 

pened. 

S. They sent out spies to spy

out the country. 

M. Yes; and here Moses tells

them that it ,vas 11nbeliefin them 

that 111acle them wish to se11cl 

spies instead of going stTaight in 

themselves; but God sbo,ved His 

1)atience with His people whe11
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I-le said to Moses : " Send the 

spies.'' And it was the si:>ies that 

brought all the trouble upon 

tl1em, because they brought an 

evil report of the land. And 

Moses told them that Jehovah, 

tl1eir God, had carried them as a 

1nan would carry his son all the 

"ray that they had come. In the 

wilderness, where there was no 

,vay, 'H_e had made a way for 

them, for IIe had gone before 

them to search ot1 t a place 

wl1ere tl1ey migl1t rest. Still 

they hacl rebelled agai11st Hi1n; 

so that only J osl1ua and Cttleb 

sl1ould see the goocl lanc.1. Ent 



SO'PilY'S STORY. 287 

tl1c Lord said Caleb should see 

it, ancl tl1e land that he had 

trodden on God wo11ld give to 

him and to l1i.s cl1ildren, because 

he said: " Let us go up at once 

and possess this good land . 

.And Moses reminded them how 

they had turned baclr into the 

wilderness, but the Lorcl hacl 

been with them there. He k11e,v 

their walking throt1gh that 

great wilderness; all those forty 

years He l1acl been with tl1en1, 

tl1ey had 11ot wanted anytl1ing·. 

But they took thirty-eight years 

to come l)ac]c to the rnountain of 

the Amorito, ancl wl1en they were 
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t·here again God said to them : 

There is the spot I promised you 

before; go now and take posses­

sion of it. 

S. And they obeyed God this
time, and they l�illed tl1e king! 

M. Yes: they killed Sihon the

king, and took possession of his 

country. And the Lord said to 

them : Begin to possess, and this 

day I will begin to make· all 

the nations afraid of you, so that 

they shall tremble whe11 they 
hear of you. The king of Baslian 

was a great giant, and he had a 

great iron bed, which was fol1r 

and a half yards long I And whet\ 
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l\,!oses saw what tl1e Lord had 

done to these two kings he said: 

011, Lord, thou hast begun to 

show Thy servant Thy greatness; 

and· now I pray Thee let rr1e go 

over and see the good land that 

is beyond Jordan, and that beau­

tiful mountain, and Lebanon 

But the Lord said: No; speak no 

more to me of this matter. But 

go up to the top of Pisgah, and 

look to the weat, and to the 

north, to the soutl1, and to the 

east, for you shall see it with your 

eyes; but you shall not go over 

Jordan. Bt1t charge J osl1ua, a11tl

encourage him, and strengthe11 



290 SOl'llY'S STORY. 

l1im, for he sl1all go over before 

this people, a11d lie shall rnal{e 

tl1em inherit the land which :yot1 

shall see. 

S. I am glad Moses saw the

good land. Tell me what more 

he said. 

M. He s1)oke abot1t the bless­

ing of kee1)ing the word of God. 

He said: Listen, 0 Israel, to the 

word that I teach you; and do it, 

that yoll n1ay live ancl l)ossess 

the land. You must not add 

anything to God's word, or tal{e 

anything from it. And l1e re­

minded the1n of the sorro,v of 

clisobeyi�1g tl1e c.om1na11cl1ne11ts of 
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the Lord, .and of tl1e blessing of 

keeping them. And l1e said: 

This is your wisdom in tl1e sigl1t 

of the nations; if they see you 

doing every tl1ing in obedience 

to God they will say: Surely this, 

is a wise and understanding 

people. 

And Moses reminded them of 

the day the Lord spoke out of the 

fire on the top of tl1e mountain, 

when they saw nothing, but only 
heard a voice. 

S. Wl1y did they not see any.­

thing? 

J,f. Because the worcl of God 

,vas cnot1gh. If they l1ad seen 
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anything in the Mount they 

might try to mak:e something 

like it. But God said: You shall 

not make the likeness of any 

thing you have ever seen, for if 

yot1 do you will be tempted to 

worship it; and if my people 

make an image, or likeness 

of anything that I have forbidden 

them, I will scatter the1n among 

the nations, and I will leave them 

to worship idols which men's 

bands have made, whicl1 cannot 

see, nor hear, nor ea,t, nor smell. 

But God said: Even then, if tl1ey 

seek: me, tl1ey sl1all find me; n11cl 

if t'hey are obedient to 1ny ,vord 
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I will not forsake them, nor de­

stroy them, and I will not forget 

the covenant I 1nade with their 

fathers. Thus Moses encouraged 

them to obey the Lord their God. 

Then he set apart three. cities of 

refuge on that side of Jordan, -to 

show that God took.possession of 

the land be had given to Reuben, 

and Gad, and tl1e half tribe of 

Manasseh. 

S. Were the cities of refuge

God's cities? 

.11f. Yes. And the Levites lived 
. .., 

\Jllere. 



CHA.PTER XXI. 

DEUTERONOUY v.--xi. 

Mamma. In this cl1apter Moses 

tells them about the covenants of 

law that God made with them on 

Mount Sinai. And he said to 

them: This covenant was not 

made wit·h your fathers only, who 

died in the wilderness, bt1t with 

us who are alive to-day. Moses 

s1)oke to them as if the Ten Com­

mandments, and all that we reacl 

of in the bool( of Exodus, had 

been said to them. 
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Sopliy. Were they very little 

children when Moses went up the 

mot1ntain, and wh.e11 there was 

great thunder, and li:ghtning, 

and God spolre, and the people 

heard a great voice 1 

M. Yes. The oldest of tbe1n.

was not twenty years old, and. a 

great 1nany were not born. then. 

But God means every single 

person to listen to His words, as 

if they ,vere all saicl to himself. 

So Moses repeated to them all 

that God had taught tl1eir fathers 

in the wilderuess
1 

and tolcl the1n, 
if they wanted to be blessed, and 
to Ii ve long in tl1e land, tl1ey 
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,vere to l{eep all the command­

me11ts of tl1e Lord. Ancl when 

Moses told them about the 

Sabbatl1-day, tl1e reason he gave 

was not 'becat1sc God restecl on 

the Seventh day, bt1t because God 

l1ad brought the111 out of Egy1)t. 

S. Why was tl1at a reason for

resting on the Sabbath-day 1

ltl. Because now God has no 

rest in His people except by re­

demption. When He made everJ'­

tbing at first Re looked round on 

it all and said: It is all very goocl. 

But man sinned,and spoiled every 

tl1ing that God gave him. Even 

the beautiful earth was ct1rsed 
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for man's sake, so that it 1·an wild 

with thorns and briars. God 

could not rest in that creation. 

Then He said: I will choose a 

peo1Jle for myself, and I will call 

them out from all the rest, and I 

will redeem them. 

S. What does "re-deem" n1ean 1

M. It means to buy baclr. God

bought a people with blood. That 

was the price He paid for them. 

Israel was redeemed out of Egypt 

by the blood of the lamb, which 

was a figure-a shado"" of a much 

more precious thing, the blood of 

Jesus. And now God was going 
to have no rest except in redem1J-
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tion. So lle·.saicl: Yo11 n1ust rest 

on tl1e Sabbatl1-day, because I

have redeemed you ot1t of Egypt. 

And Moses said: The Lord spoke 

all -tl1e ,vords of the law to every 

0110 of yo11, but the tablets of 

stone He gave to me, for I stood 

between the Lord and you that 

cla.y. 

S. Did God bless them wl1en

tl1ey obeyed His word 1 

ll!l. Yes; all their- blessings de-

11ended upon obedience-their life, 

their heal th, the frt1it of their land, 

tl1eir flocks, ancl herds, and vine­

yards, and all that tl1ey l1acl. And 

the Lord said they were to love 
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Him witl1 all their heart, with 

all their soul, and with all their 

might, and to keep all His words 

in their hearts, and to teach them 

to their children, and to talk of 

them, as we are now, when they 

were sitting in their houses, and 

when they walked about, when 

they lay down, and when tl1ey 

got up. They were to be a.s signs 

upon their hands to guide them 

what- to do, and before their eyes 

to guide their thoughts and feel­

ings. Ancl they were to ,vrite 

them t1pon the posts of their doors, 

and on tl1eir gates, so that they 

could never go in or out witho11t 
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seeing God�s laws on every side 

of tl1e1n. 

S. Did God wish them to be

always thinking of Him 1

M. Yes. He knew that noth­

ing else would malre them so 

happy, .or so blessed. And He 

said: Take care that when yot1 

get very rich, with fine cities, and 

houses, and vineyards, that yo11 

do not · forget the Lord who 

brought you out of the place of 

bondage; for the Lord is a jealous 

God ; and I-Ie· commands yo11 to 

fear Hin1 for your good always, 

that He 1nay preserve yol1 alive. 

And if yo11 obey Him it shall be 

your 1'igl1teousness. 
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Tbe)r were not to malre any 

cove11ant ,vitl1 the wiclced na­

tions, 11or to allow their chilcl.ren 

to 111arry a11y of tl1eir children ; 

b11t they were to brealrdowntbeir 

idolsa11clclestroytl1em. And when 

they were tempted to feel afraid 

of tl1e people of the land, they 

were to think: of what the Lord 

dicl to Pharaoh, and to remember 

that He would do the same to any 

one wl10 made them afraid. B11t 

God said He would not drive 011t 

all the l)eople at 011ce, for fear the 

wild beasts migl1t get too ma11y 

for tl1em. Tl1is showed ho,v God 

tl1ougl1t of every· single thing. 
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And He saicl tl1ey must not 

bring any tl1ing belonging to an 

idol into their houses, but they 

were to hate it, because God 

hated it.

S. Ifthe.y loved God with their

whole hearts, they could not like 

idols. Could they, mamma? 

M. No ; trul)r. An idol is as

sometl1ing horrible to a heart that 

knows the living and true God; 

the God who knovvs us, a11d lovea 

us, and speaks to t1s, and hears 

us, which an idol carnnot do. A11d 

He told th6 childre11 of Israel 

that they were to remember all 

the way by wl1ich He l1ad led 
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them. For God l1ad a reason for 

leading them about those forty 

years in tl1e wilderness. God 

,vanted to prove what was in 

their hearts, ,vhether they would 

keep His commandments or ,not. 

And God let them get hungry, 

and then He fed them with a 

strange food, so that when they 

saw it they said: What is it 1 

And all that they might learn one 

great lesson which God gives to 

every child of His to learn. 

S. What is that lesson 1

M. That man does 11ot live

only by the bread that he eats, 

but l1e lives by every word that 



oon1es out of the n1outl1 of the 

Lord. Just as bread feeds tl1e 

body, and lreeps it alive, so tl1e 

,vord which God spea;lcs gives life 

to the soul of man. The children 

of Israel proved this i11 the 

wilderness, for the word of God 

was all they had. If they wanted 

food, they had to wait till God 

spoke the word for it to come; 

if they wanted water, ·God spoke 

the word for it to fl.ow out of the 

rock for them. There was _noth-­

ing· in the wilderness for them, 

not even a roacl to walk 011. The 

word of the L0rd made a wa)r for 

them, for He s�id: Go tl1is way, 
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wl1en the cloud moved, and He 

Hi1nself went before tl1em to find 

a place for tl1em to rest at. 

S. Ob, yes; and God made

them well again wl1en they were 

ill, and told them everything they 

were to do. 

M. Yes ; God had cared for

them in every way. He even kept 

their clotl1es from wearing ot1t 

all those forty years, and He told 

them to consider in their hearts 

that as a man teaches bis son, antl 

corrects him wl1en he does wrong, 

so God had done to them, and for 

this reason they were to wallr. in 

His ways and to fear Him always, 
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tuJ. c1,1l God's ways with tl1em were 

to do tl1em good in the end. But 

if tl1ey beca1ne disobedient, like 

tl1e otl1er 11atio11s, God would treat 

them as Ile treated those nations. 

For their Goel was a consuming· 

fire for His peo1)le. If th�y walked 

witl1 Hi1n, they vvould find how 

He destroyed tl1eir enemies; but 

if they were disobedient to Him, 

He was a consun1ing fire to de­

stroy the1nselves. 

S. Did Moses thinlr of the

burning busl1 ,vhe11 he said that 1 

JJf.. Perha1)s l1e did. Gori. sl1ow­

e<l Himself fi11st to Moses in a 

flame of fire, and I-le taugl1t 1\foses 
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\vhat it was to stand on l19ly 

ground witl1 God. Moses nev�r 

forgot that. .A.nd it is very to11ch­

ing to see in his last words to the 

people how l1e in treats tl1em to be 
obedient to God, and to remember 
110,v holy God is. And he saicl 
to them : Do not think: that it is 
because J70u have been righteous, 
or faithful to God, that He gives 
yoll this good land, for you ha·ve 
been a very wiclced and clis­
o be<lient people; but it is because 
Goel chose to perf orin His worcl 

,vl1ich He spok:e to -Abrahn,rn, n.nd 

to Isaac, a11d to Jacob. And also, 
Goel chose to destroy tl1e ,vioked. 
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11ations who do not believe in 

Hin1. A11d 110w, Israel, what 

does the Lord yo11r God ask: of 

you 1 To fear Him, to ,valk in all 

His ways, to love Him, and to 

serve Him witl1 all your heart, 

and witl1 all Jrour soul-and it is 

for your own goocl. For yo11 have 

seen what, great and terrible things 

He ]1as done for yo11 ; l1ow yo.t1r 

fathers ,vere 011ly seventy people 

when tl1eywe11t down i11t0Egypt; 

a11d see now what a 111ultitt1cle 

you are, lil{e the stars of l1eaven ! 

S. God 1)ro1nised Abral1a1n

they shot1ld be as 1nany as tl1e 

stars. 



SOPilY"S STORY. 300 

M. Yes. And now Moses was re­

minding them of all God's love to 

them, to encot1rage them to love 

Him,and to obey Him,and lie said: 

The land that you are going to is 

not like Egypt, where you had to 

work hard, and after you sowed 

your seed you 11ad to water it; for 

there is no rain in Egypt, and it is 

very hot there; and even the large 

fields have to be watered just as we 

water our garden. Think what 

trouble that must l1ave been! But 

Moses said : The la11d of Canaan is 

full of hills ancl valleys, and the 

ground drinl{s in tl1e rain that 

comes fro1n heaven. It is a land 
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the Lotd your God cares for, for 

His eyes are always upon it, from 

the beginning of the yeal .. to the 

end of the year. And if1 yot1 obey 

God, He will send the rain just at 

the right time to make your corn 

and your vines grow, and grass 

for your -cattle, and every bit of 

the land where yot1r feet tread 

upon shall be yours for ever. 

S. I ·should have walked over

the ,vhole land if I 1night have 

all that my feet trod on. 

M. But the.y had to fight every

step of the way; and if their feet 

trod on a rich field, or a vineyard, 

it was a -proof tl1at tl1ey l1ad pt1t
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out tl1e enemy that used to live 

there! 

And 110w Moses saicl : I set 

before you this day a blessing 

and a curse ; a blessing if yoll 

obey, a11d a curse if you disobey. 

And in the land, on the other side 

of Jordan, there are two moun­

tains : one is called Gerizim, and 

the other is called Ebai, and when 

you go into the land you shall put 

the blessing t1pon Mount Gerizin1, 

and you shall put the curse upon 

Mount Ebal. And you shall go in 

and possess the land, and yot1 sl1all 

dwell iri. it; and you shall tlo all 

that I have told yo11 tl1is clay. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

DEUT. XII. to XXV. 

]fcimrr.1a. Now,Mosestaughtthe 

people how they were to behave 

in the land, that they might be 

blessed. In all tl1eir actions they 

were to show that they were 

God's people, and that He was 

their God; and as a proof of this, 

God wot1ld choose a place in one 

of their tribes, where He would 

put His name, and there they 

were to bring their offerings and 
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tl1eir tithes, and tl1ey were to eat 

there before tl1e Lord and to re­

joice in all tl1e good things that 

God l1acl given them. 

Sopliy. Ool1ld they not rejoice 

as well in tl1eir own tents 1 

M. No. God chose to surround

Himself with joy, and it was joy 

to Him, who was the mighty 

giver of all good things, to see 

His people 1�ejoicing before Him. 

All were to rejoice, their sons and 

their daughters, theirservants,and 

the Levites that were inside tl1eir 

gates; no one was to be left out. 

S. Were they to bring every

animal that they killed to God ? 



314 SOPilY'S STORY, 

JJf. No; tl1e animals- tl1at they 

wantecl for tl1eir common daily 
.. 

food they 1night lrill i11side their 

gates, but all tl1e blood was to be 

poured out upon the earth� It 

was only the things they offered 

to the Lord tl1at they were to 

bring to the place which Goel 

s1101.tld choose, a11d then the 

blood was.to be 1)ot1red t1pon the 

altar. And wl1en they were come 

into the lancl they were to be 

very careful not to have anything 

to do with the false gods of the 

nations that God had destroyed ; 

tl1ey must not even aslc alJou t 

tl1em, for tl1ejr ways were very 
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l1ateft1l to God. And if any one 

ca111e and aslced them to go after 

any other god they were not to 

listen to him, but all the people 

were to })t1t him to death. If it 

ws,s their nearest relation, or their 

dearest fi,ie11cl, tl1ey were not to 

pity him; or to try to hide him; 

they were to be. the ·very first to 

cast a stone at him, becat1se he 

had tried to dra,v them away 

from the one true God, who had. 

brought them out of Egypt, fi-om 

the house of bondage. 

,S. Was that to show that tl10y 

lovecl God m·ore tl1an tl1eir deal,es t 

friend 1 
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M. Yes. It was sin even to

listen to the temptation, and we 

know that it was by listening 

to the serpent that Adam and 

Eve got away from God at first. 

·And any one who tempts God's

people to dishono11r Him is doing

Satan's work; and even if it is

our nearest relation, or our very

dearest friend, we must take

God's part against him, and treat

hi1n as a g�uil ty one.

S. That would be great sorrow,

1namma. 

M. Trt1e, Sophy; bt1t if we

loved God with all ot1r heart, a11d 

,vitl1 all our sot1l, it wot1ld be 
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greater sorrow to hea,r Him clis­

l1onol1red. The childre11 of Israel 

were to be so zealous for Goel .i11

this 1natter, that if they heard 

that the inhabitants of one of 

their own cities had gone after 

other gods, they were to searcl1 

carefully whether it were true; 

and if it "rere th6y were to des­

troy tl1e whole city, and to bt1rn 

it with fire, and it should never 

be built again. TheJ7 were to 

be in every thing a holy people, 

because they were the chilclre11 

of tl1e Lorcl their God. God 

s110,ved how He cared for tl1em, 

and they were to care tor one 
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another. He said, if tl1e way 

was too long for them to carry 

their offerings they 1night bring 

1noney instead, and when they 

came to the place the Lord· had 

chosen, tl1ey might buy oxen or 

sheei:>, or whatever they wish­

ed� and they might eat them 

before the Lord, and rejoice with 

their families, and witl1 the 

Levi te that lived in their cit)r 

They were never to for get the 

Levite, bt1t, every three ye�rs 

they were to. lay up the tentl1 

l)art of all they l1ad, especially for

the Levite, and for any_ stranger,

or orphan, or wiclow, wl10 111ight
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·JJe in tl1eir city, tl1at. all might

come Ul) before the Lord, and

eat, ancl be satisfied. God wot1lcl

not l1ave one poor beggar left out

or forgotten when His people re­

_·i oiced b'3fore Him.

S. Does God like His people

to be generous1 

M. Yes; because it is lil{e Him­

self. He gave liberally to them, 

and they were to give liberally 

to each other. After seven years 

every one who was owecl any-· 

thing by another was to forgive 

fhim the debt, and they were to 

J1elp every poor 1nan i11 tl1cit· 

tribe�. Ancl if tl1ev l1ad a sltt Ye 
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of their own people they were to 

set him free in tl1e seventh year, 

and to give l1im plenty of food to 

take away with him; but if he 

wished to stay witl1 them, they 

were to put a, hole in his ear as a 

proof that he was their servant 

for ever, to listen and to obey. 

The first-born of their cattle 

they were to l(eep for the Lorll, 

and they must not sl1ear the 

wool off the first-born of their 

sheep. All the feasts they were 

to keep in the place tl1e Lord 

should choose. Three tin10s i11

the year they were to np1)onr 

bcf ore the Lor(l. 
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S. You said tl1ey kept the

Passover in their own houses 1

M. So they did the night they

came out of Egypt. But when 

they were con1e into t.he land, 

they were to go Ul) to the place 

where God should pl1t His name, 

and eat it in the night, and ,go 

home next morning. God's th1'one 

was to be witl1 1-lis. people, ,and 

they were to co1ne 11p to wor�l1ip 

Hin1, not empty, but with the 

best of all the good things He 

had given tl1em. 

Tl1ey were to set up judges in 

all their cities, ,vho ,vote to judge 

the people truly and justly·) and 
L 
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if they had a ·very hard case they 

were to go up to the place that 

God should choose, and tlie priest 

and the judge that we?e there 
shoqld give judgment about it. 
And Moses said: When you are 

come into the land, and wish to 

have a king like the o'ther nations, 

you shall not have a stranger for 

your king, ·but you shall have 

one. whom the· Lord your God 

shall choose for you out of your 

own tribes. -And your king must 

not get a great many horses, or 

go down into Egypt, because the 

the Lord has s�id: You shall never 

1·eturn that ,vay any 1nore. A11d 
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yot1r king must not have many 

wives, and he must not save up 
for himself silver and gold, btit 
he must write a copy of this law 
in a book, and he· must ·read it all 
the days of his life, that he may 
learn to fear God, and to obey His 
word. 

S. Why should the king write
out the law? 

M, Because he ought to be 
the l)ersoh who was most careful 
of Gocl's honour in all the· king­
dom. The king who tuled over 
the people ought to have been 
God's servant, lceeping Hi�� law, 

and !l1owing an exatpple to all 
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l1is st1l1jects. Bt1t Moses knc,v 

that tl1is fait,hless people would 

not al,vays continue to walk ,vith 

God as he had told them. So he 

said: Tl1e Lord your God ,vill 

raise t1p a Prophet out of )7'0l1r 

brethren. like unto lne, and you 

,vill listen to hi1n. 

S. Did he mea11 Jesus?

Jf. Yes. �loses reminded them

tl1at they l1acl been afraid of tl1e 

voice of God speal(ing ot1t of tl1c 

fire on tbe 1nountain, and thnit 

they hacl ,vished not to l1ear it 

any n1orc. Bt1t l1e saicl that the 

Lor<l Jesus Cl1rist. sl1ot1lcl con10

,vitll t11c ,yords of God in I-I.i�



n1outh, not with thunder a11d

ligl1tning, but full of grace a11cl 

trt1tb.. He sl1ould speak: to the1n 

in God's na1ne, ancl any one who 

did not listen to Him, God would 

judge. 

Moses also told them what to 

do if a person was f ol1nd l{illed 

in their land. They ,vere to k:ill 

a heifer, and the elders of the 

city should wash their· l1an<ls 

over tl1e heifer, and say: Our 

l1ands have not shed this blood, 

neither have ot1r eyes seen it; a11d 

so God ,vould not punis11 them 

for the innocent blood shed in 

their Jand. ivI11<;os-,nJ�o go,ve tl1e� 
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a great many laws about being 

thoughtful and lrind to one 

another, and treating even the 

animals with the gentleness with 

which God treated them. God 

would not allow any kind of 

mixture; they must not sow 

different kinds of seeds together, 

nor put a cow and a donkey to 

plough together. The fringes of 

blue upon their dress were to 

show the kind of people they 

were to be, An Ammonite or 

Moabite they were never to 

receive into the co·ngregation 

of the Lord, because of ·what 

they had -done to• Israel in the 
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wilderness. They were not to 

hate an Edomite, because Esau 

was their brother, and they were 

not to hate an Egyptian, because 

they had once been strangers in 

his land. But they were never 

to spare an Amalekite. 



C I-IAP TER XXlII. 

DEUT. XXVI. to xx:ix. 

Jf ct'flima. In tl1is chapter Moses 

tells them, that ,vhen tl1ey hacl 

possessed the lancl., and were 

d ,veiling in it, an<l e11joying its 

good tl1ings, they should con1e 

\Vith their firstfruits to God. 

rrhey ,vere to put all in a bask:et, 

au<l tak:e it to the priest, a11cl 

say: I profess this day to Lhe 

I ... ord thy God, tl1nt I arn con10 

into the cot1ntry ,vhich tltc I�ort.1 



promised our fathers to give us. 

And the priest ,vas to tal{e t.he 

basket and set it dow11 before the 

ttltar of the Lorc1, Then the 

worshipper was to say before the 

Lord his God: A Syrian, read)' 

to perish, was my father, and l1e 

went down into Egypt with a 

few, and became a great natio11; 

but the Egyptians laid upon us 

hard bondage, and we cried to 

the Lord God of our fathers, and 

the Lord heard our voice, and 

brought us f ortl1 out of Egypt 

with a mighty l1and, and with 

great signs and wonders; and 

He has brought us l1ere and 



330 SOPBY'S STORY, 

given us this land, flowing with 
milk and honey; and now I have 
brought these firstfruits of the 
land which thou, 0 Lord, hast 

given me. 

Sophy. Was that a pra.yer, 

mamma? 
M. It was worship. It was tell­

ing God what He had. done for 
one who was I·eady to perish. 
He came with the firstfruits in 
his- hands, and his· heart told out 
his joy and thanksgiving in the 
presence of God, and this was 

worship that God would accept 

-just as any poor sinner now
might come to God and say: I
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was a sinner perishing in my sins; 

I was trying hard to do right, 

but it was like the hard bondage 

of Egypt. But .T esus sent a

message to me, tl1at He had died 

for me,. and I believed His 

message, because I knew that 

no one else but God could have 

thought of such a thing, and I 

told Him so, and He heard me ; 

fop He took away the pain and 

hard bondage that was in 1ny 

heart, and He brought me· into � 

large and wea,lthy place, where I 

knew that I · was wasl1ed q11ite 

clea.n in His precious blood, and 

that God loved me. And I pro-
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fess to-day that I am in that

happy place with God, that I 

have J es11s for my Saviour, and 

tl1at J est1s' Father is my Fatl1er, 

and His God is my God. This 

would be the sinner's sacrifice of 

praise arrd. worship. 

S. Then we haye to praise God

for Jesus now, as the children of 

Israel used to praise· Him for the

good land? 

M. Yes; i11 botl1 it is praise for

redemption. Tl1ey were a people 

redeemed 011t of Egypt into 

Canaan. We are a })eople re­

deemed out of a ,vorld, which 

crqcifiecl God's Son i11to l·reavon. 
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which has received God's Son. If 

we love Him we are glad to have 

our home in the only place where 

He has one. They could not 

bring their firstfruits unless they 

were living in the land ;, -and so 

we cannot worship ·God in the 

name of Jesus unless we are 

really enjoying what God has 

given us in H-i1n. They were to 

confess tl1at day that tl1e Lord 

,vas their God, and He ·would 

own that they were His peculiar 

people. 
S. Why did Moses, tallc to tl1em

so much about the land when they 

had not gone over J 61'dan yet 1 
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M. That tliey m_ight desire the
good land, and that they might 
lov� God,and honour Him in their 
hearts. In the Book of Numbers 
we read that he taught them 
how to behave in the wilderness; 
but in this Book Moses taught 

them. how to behave in the land, 
and lie earnestly desired that 
their hearts should be true to God, 
not .only that _ they should obey 
the Ten Commandments, ,vl1icl1 
told them what they must not 
do

., 
but that they might think of 

the good ways of Gad to them, 
arid delight in them as obedient 
children; tl1at the law, instead of 
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been hidden:in the ark, was to be 

in their hearts and in their 

mouths: For in this Book God 

called His· people His children, 

which He had never done before. 

And He wished thetn to be like 

children to· Him. 

And Moses said � On the day 

that you pass ovAr Jordan into 

the land, you shall take lal:'ge 

stones, and plaster them with 

plaster upon Mottnt Ebal, and 

write the worJs of this law upon 

the stones. And you shall build 

an altar upon Mount Ebal-that 

was the mountain on which they 

were to put the curses-and you 



shall offer burnt-offerings and 

peace-offerings there ; and you 

must write the- law on the stones 

very plainly. 

And Moses said they should 

divide the people into two divi­

sions; and Simeon, Levi, Judah, 

Issachar, J osepl1, and Benjamin 

should sta11d 11pon �:fountGerizim 

to bless tl1c people; ll,nd Reuben, 

Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and 

N a1)l1tali sl1ould sta,ncl upon 

1\Iount Ebal to curse. Auel tl1e 

Le,·ites shot1ld speak ancl say 

witl1 a loud voice to all tl1e 1nen 

of Israel: Cursed shall be tl1e 

man ,vho 1nal{es any image nn(l 



hides it away secretly. And all 

tl1e people shall answer and say, 

Amen. And there were t"rel ve 

curses, and as the Levites .spoke 

them, all the people were to say, 

A.men. 

S. ,v11v· ,vere the Levites to
• 

say all those curses before the 

children of Israel 1

M. Becat1se every one wl10 did

no_t continue in all things that 

were written in t11e law of the 

Lord was cursed. But any one 

who did keep tl1e comtnandments 

of the Lord ,vas blessed; his land, 

his child1,en, a11d Iii$ cattle, nnrl 

all tl1at belonged to hin1 were 
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blessed. And all nations should 

be afraid of them if they kept 

God's comn1andments, and they 

were to be the greatest of all 

nations, so that they might lend 

to other nations, but they must 

never borrow· from them. And 

Moses prophesied what would 

happen to them. if they turned 

away from God. Then all their 

·blessings should become curses.

be·cause they· had forsaken their

God who had loved them so much.

Moses told them all these things,

besides the law he gave them on

Mount Sinai, that they might

remem her, a-nd do the command�
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ments of the Lord, for they were 

given to them and to their chil­

dren for ever. But the Lord had 

secret purposes of His own be­

sides, as we shall see by and by. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

DEUT. xxx.-· XXXIV. 

$ophy. What were the ·secrets 

of tl1e Lord about 1 

Mam1na. About His chosen 

})eople, and of l1ow He ,vould 

glorify Himself in them, not,vith­

standing all their disobedience 

and their unfaithfulness to .Him. 

For the Lord told Moses that 

when His people were scattered 

among the other natio11s, if they 

turned to Him whe11 they were 

in a, far country, He wot1ld gather 



them again into theii- o,vn land, 

and if they loved Him ,vitl1 all 

their hearh, and ,vith all their 

soul, He would bless them and 

be. their God. And lloses said: 

I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you to-day, that I have 

set before you life and deatl1, 

blessing and cursing; therefore 

now cl1oose life, that you and 

your children 1nay live, that you 

may love the Lord, and obey His 

voice, and cling to Him, for He is 

your life, that you n1ay d ,veil in 

the land that God promised to 

Abraham, and to Isaac, and to 

Ja�ob, 



842 SOPHY'a STORY, 

And when Moses had spoken 

these words to them, he �aid: I 

am a l1undred an.d twenty years· 

old to-d�y; .and the Lord has 

said to me that .I shall not go 

over Jordan. But you shall go 

over into the land, and. the .Lord 

will go over-with you; be strong, 

and of good courage, and do not 

be afraid, for He will not faiJ you 

nor forsake you. 

S. Did Moses make J 9shua

their captain then 1

M. Yes; he called Joshua, and

said to him before all the children 

of Israel: Be strong
,. 

and of good 

courage, for yot1 rnust go ,vith tl1is
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people into the land which the 

Lord has promised you. The 

Lord will go before you; do not 

be afraid. 

Then Moses wrote the law in 

a book, and gave it to the elders 

and to the priests who carried 

the ark, and they were to put it

beside the ark in the Tabernacle; 
and he told them to read it every 

seven years, when all the slaves 

and captives were set free. At the 

Feast of Tabernacles, all Israel, 

men, and women, and children, 

and the strangers in their cities, 

were to come up before the Lord; 

and the priests were to read out 



the la\V before tl1em, tl1at they 

lllight .Jcno,v it and do it, and 

that they migl1t fear the Lord 

al ,vays. 

S. "r ere the little children to

k:eep tl1e Ia,v1 

J.f. Yes. They a1� es1)ecial]y 

mentioned many times in this 

book; the�y· were to be taught it

when they were so young that 

tl1ey did not l{now a11ytl1ing else. 

Then the Lorcl told 1'ioses to 

come ,vith J osl1ua to the Taber· 

nacle, and they came, Ancl the 

Lord appeared in tl1e Taber11acle 

i11 tl1e pillar of tl1e clot\d. And 

the Lord said to �foses: You 
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will die, and this people will go 

after other god·s, and they will 

break My covenant, and I will 

t'orsalre then1, and hide My face 

from them. Now, therefore, 

write this .song· and teach it to 

tl1e children of Israel, tl1at this 

song may be a witness for Me 

against tl1em. 

S. Did G0cl tell �'loses ,vhat to

write1 

JI. Yes. By His Spirit God 

taught him what to ,vrite. I 

will reau you tl1is beautiful song 

in tl1e thirty-tl1ird chapter of 

Deuteronomy. The lust thing 

Moses did on eartl1 ,vas to sing 
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of the goodness of God; and he 

taught the song to Joshua and 

to the children of Israel. And 

Moses called heaven and earth to 

witness· t.bat he spoke these words 

to them. And that day the Lord 

said to him:. Come up, the moun­

tain, and die· there, as Aaron died 

in Mount Hor; and you shall see 

the land which I give to the 

children of Israel. 

Then Moses, the man of God, 

blessed the children of Israel 

before his death, and he said: The 

Lord came from Sinai, He shined 

forth from Mot1nt Paran. He 

came witl1 ten tl1ot1sands of I-Tis 



SOPHY'S STORY. 34:7 

saints; from His right hand went 

a fiery law for· them. Yea, He 

loved the people. Then Moses 

blessed the tribes by name, and 

exclaimed: Happy art thou, 0 

Israel: who is like unto Thee, 

0 people saved by the- .Lord 

And when h·e had said this he 

went up from the plains of Moab 

to Mount Nebo, to the top of 

Pisgah. 
S. Was Moses very s01•rowft11

as he went up the mountain j
M. No. I think he had sttch

joy in God that he did not think 

of himself at all. Moses• had a

bright and blessed faith in God 



from tl1e ,1ery beginning, when 

he endured all the trials and st1f­

ferings he had in Egypt, because 

he sa,v Him who is invisible. 

Tl1at is, he saw God by faith, and 

God gave his faith in Him a great 

reward. 

S. Was the joy God· gave him

l1is re,vard 1

1J1. Yes; 1'1oses enjoyed 111or0 

of the company of God than �ny 

otl1er man that ever 1 i ved, fo1' tl1e

Lord spol{e to him as a 1nan 

,vould speal� to his friend. And 

even in his death -tl1e Ijord at­

tended l1iro, foJ· He met hi111 11 J)On 

�fount fisgah, ancl sl10,ved l1irn 



nll tl10 land of promise. And the 

Lord sho,ved l1im that here was 

Dan's po$session, and there was 

Epl1rain1's,and there was Judal1'�, 

a1td so on. So tl1at ,vith his 

eJres he sa,v the good land, and 

by faitl1 110 saw the people of the 

Lord d ,velling there according to 

His ,vord. So :O!oses, tl1e servant 
of the Lord, died t11ere, and tl1e 
Lord bt1ried him i11 a valley in 

the lancl of lfoab, bl1t no 011c

lcno,vs to this day wl1ere his 

grave ,vas. r_rhe Lord kept that 

a secret. 
S. Ho,v mucl1 God n1ust ha,rc

loved hi1n ! 
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M. Yes; God loved him, and

he knew it; and that is what 

makes the story of Moses' life 

such a very lovely one. He lived 

in this world for a hundred and 

twenty years, and from the mo., 

ment he was born, a little help• 

less baby, God ·had watched over 
him. When his believing mother 

hid her little one in the ark of 

bulrushes, by the river side, God 

saved him from the cruel king. 

A.nd God took care c.,f him while

he was in Pharaoh's daugl1terts

house. And when he was forty

years old God put it into I1is

heart to visit his brethren, the
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children of Israel; and Moses 

chose to suffer affliction with 
God's people, and to have the 

t1'Ue God for his God, instead of 

having all the pleasures and 

riches of Egypt. 
S. An.d when Moses was all

alone in a strange country, God 

showed Himself to l1im in the 

burning bush. 

M. Yes ; Moses hid his face

that day, for he was afraid of 

God; but God took the fear out 

of his heart by the ,revelation of 

Himself, and of His purpose to 

bless. Moses was never afraid of 

God again. A11d by nncl by· ,vo 



So!J SO:PUY'� STORY. 

sl1all read how God told Moses 

liis secret tl1oughts about His 

own beloved Son. For Moses 

has been on this earth aigain-the 

disciples saw him talking to Jesus 

on the l1oly mount. 

S. Was tl1at really the same

Moses 1 

]Jf. Yes; he was talking to 

Jesus w l1en the voice came out 

of the cloud� This·is my beloved 

Son; hear Him. And Moses will 

yet come again in glory with the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and then be 

will see how God fulfils all that 

He has snid abot1t His people 

Israel. 
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The people wept and mourned 

for Moses thirty days. And 

J osbua was full of the spirit of 

wisdom, but there never was 

another prophet in Israel lik:e 

Moses, whom the Lord knew face 

to face. 



354 SOPllY'A s·roRY. 

In the pa.In.cc-halls of Egypt, 

One there ,vns ,v ho ,valked apart, 

Egypt's glory all around him, 

Ceaseless sorrow in his heart. 

For afar his heart was dwelling 

Where the people of his God 

Toiled amidst the bricks of Egypt, 

Toiled midst sufferings, tears, and blo.od. 

The adoption and bhe glory, 

And the covenant tl\eir own; 

And a land, where, in God's favour, 

Israel should dwell alone. 

Thither-who would lead them thither? 

For they ,vould not understand 

That their God had heard their groaning, 

And would save them by his hand. 

Therefore in ,the lonely desert, 

As a stranger would he clwell, 

Egypt's glory cast l,ehind him, 

Scorned by those he loved :so ,ve11; 
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There amidst the lonely desert. 

Gotl's untiring grace to learn, 

And in his Almighty power. 

Israel's Saviour to return. 

Then again with cloud and fire, 

With the Lord's own ransomed hancl; 

Through the riven sea to journey, 

From the desolated land, 

From the place of Egypt's treasures, 

Now to win the joy he prized; 

Grief with God's beloved people, 

And the blest reproach of Christ. 

Learning ever deeper lessons 

Of the grace that dwelt above; 

Those <lark clouds of awful thun<le1·, 

Yail that hid God's cloudless love; 

Whilst beneath t amid the -5haclows• 

Israel trod the desert road, 

He above, in God's bright glory, 

Learnt the ,voudrous bearb of God. 
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Whither led that long strange journey? 

To the hills so green and fair. 

,Vhere the vine aud spreading fig-tree 

Tell of God's ttn wearied care ? 

This the rest for Israel's children, 

But to him 110 portion fell. 

Barred by law from Canaan's pastures, 

Brought by grace with God to dwell, 



QUESTIO�S ON THE BOO!{ OF 

LF,VllIOUS. 

CHAPl'ER I. 
1. ,vith ,vhat were the children of lsr�ol

to co1ne to the Lord? 
2. Name the four cla�ses of offerings.
3. Ho,v ,vas the Burnt O:fferini tynical of

Christ? 
CHAPTER II. 

1. Ho,v was the l\Ieat Offering typical of
Christ·? 

CHA.'PTER Ill. 

l. How was the Peace Offering typical of
Christ? 

2·. W'hat offerings were to be for a sweet 
savour to the Lord? 

CUA.1,l'ER IV. 

1. Describe the Sin Offering.
2. Where was the blood to be put?

CrrAJ?TER V. 

1. What -did they offer for a trespo.ss
against tho Lord ? 

2. If a man ,vere poor, ,vhnit ,vas he to·
bring? 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1. ,,rha t wns a man to off er ,v hen he
sinned agninst the Lord by trespassing against 
his neighbour? 

CHAPTER VII. 

1. ,vhat parts of the animal were they
never to. eat ?

URAPTER VIII. 

1. Describe the setting apart of Aaron and
his sons. 

2. v\That garments dicl lVIoses put on
them? 

3. Why ,vas Aaron anointed first by him-.
self, and his sons afterwards ? 

CHAPTER IX. 

1. "'\Vhat occurred on the eighth day?
2. As Aaron offered the Wave Offering,

,vhat did he do to the people? 

CHAPTER x. 

1. "\Vhat iinn1ediately occurred to mar the
glory of the priesthood? 

2. ,vhy must :not Aaron and his sons
mourn for Nadab and Abihu? 

3. ,vhat cammand did the Lord give to
Aaron in conseqence of their sin? 

,';HAPTER XI. 

1, What mo1·e clid the J.;ord sn.y about 
their fQo<l? 
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OaAPTEa XIII. 

1. To ,vhom was n. leper to go?
2. If he ,vas pronounced unclean what

wnshe to do? 

OHA.PTER XIV. 

1. Ho,v was a leper to be cleansed?
2. What were cedar wood, scarlet wool,

and hyssop typic�l of ? 
$. In what eloe besides a person, could the 

plague of leprosy be seen ? 
4. What was to be done to a house or

clothes that- had it? 

CHAPTER xvi. 

1, What solemn com1nand did the Lord 
givP. after the d�ath of Aaron's two �ons? 

2. How was Aaron to be dressed?
3. ,Vhat was- Aaron to do with the two

goats? 
4. For whom was he to make atonement

first? 
5. With what was be to go inside the

vail lest he die ? 
6. 'Where was Aaron to sprinkle the

blood? 
7. For ·whom ,vns he to make atonement?
8. ,vhat was Aaron to do ,vith the live

goat? 
9. ,vi1at ,vns Anro11 to do ,vhen he hnd

put on his garmenti:J and con10 fo1·th? 
10. ,vhat were they nlwn.ys to do on the

tenth day of the sev�nth montl\? 
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11. How of ten were they to have 8' day of
at.ono1nont for sin? 

12. ,non ,vas thJ day of atonement for
those who believe in the Lord J csug Christ?

CJIAPTER XVII. 

1. "Why were the children of Israel never
to eat blood? 

CHAPTER XIX, 

L Why were they to be a, holy people? 

CHAPTEll XXIII. 

1. Name the feasts of the Lord.

CHAPT.E:R XXIV. 

1, Whait did the Lord command about the­
lamps? 

2. How often was the shewbreaid to be
put before the Lord? 

3. What was done to the man who epoke
evil of the Lord ? 

CIIAPTBR XXV. 

1. How was the land to keep Sabbath?
2. What was every fiftieth year to be?

CHAP'f EiC. XXVI. 

1. ,vhat woul<:1 hnppen to then1 if they
disoboyecl the com1nanchn&nts of tho Loru? 

2. ]jut if they confessed thoh· sin, ,vlrn,b
w·ouJJ the Lord do? 
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CIU.PTnn XXVII. 

1. Who was to say how much their offer­
ings were worth P 

2. Where did the Lord give these com­
mandments to Moses P 

NUMBERS. 

CH.A.PTEB. I. 

1. Why did the Lord tell Moses to number
the people. 

2. How many fighting men were there in
Israel? 

3. Why were the Levites not numbered
with the men of war? 

CHAPTER II. 

1. Describe the order in which they were
to encamp. 

CHAPTER III. 

1. Instead of whoru were the Levites
given to the Lord ? 

2. Name the three families of Levites.
3. What did Moses do with the firstborn

who were more than the Levites e 

OHJ.PTER IV. 

1. Whatwasthe service oftheKohathitesP
2. What was the sorvice of tha Gel'shonites?
8. What was the service of the l\'IeraritesP
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01IAPTEn V. 

1. Where was every unclean person to be
put? 

OHA.PTEl?. VI. 

1. What was the law of the NazariteP
2. How was his N azariteship restored if it

were lost? 
3. What was he to do when the days of

his separation were over ? 

Clli PTER VII. 

1. When the Tabernacle was, set up, what
did the princes do ? 

2. Who o:ff ered most ?
3. From whence did the Lord speak to

Moses? 

CJIAPTER VIII. 

1. How were the Levites cleansed P
2. What happened when the tabernacle

was set up? 

0HA..PTER IX. 

1. How did they know when to travel and
when to rest? 

CHAPTER X. 

1. What were the silver trumpets for P
2. Who used them ?
3. Who went before the children of

Israel r 
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OU:APTER XI. 

1. Why did the Lord send fire among
the people P 

2. In what did Moses show failure at this
time P 

3. How did the Lord answer him P
4. How did the Lord- punish the people ?

Clli.PTER XII. 

1. Relate the solemn story of Miriam's
sin. 

CIU.PTER XIII. 

1. "What were the spies sent for?
2. How long were they in the land of

Canaan P 

CHA.'PTER LTV. 

1. What evil thing did the people propose
to do? 

2. What was the judgment of the Lord
in consequence ?

3. Name the ten times in which they had
tempted the Lord from Egypt to this time.

4. What effect had the Lord's judgment
on the people ?

ClliPTER xv. 

1. How did the Lord shew that He was
as 'Willing as ever to receive all who came 
to Him r 
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2. What difference were they to make
between a person who sinned from ignor­
ance and one who knew God's command­
ment and broke it ? 

3. How did the Lord show that He meant
His people to have heavenly ways P 

CHAPTER XVI. 

1. What was the sin of. Korah?
2. How did lY.Eoses prove him and his

company P 
3. How did the children of Israel sin yet

more against the Lord ? 
4. Why did Aaron stand between the

dead and the living r 

CHAPTER XVII. 

1. What was the meaning of what the
Lord told Moses to do ? 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

1. What were the tithes ?

CJUPTER XIX. 

1. What was the offering of the red
heifer for P 

CHAPTER xx. 

1. Relate the sorrowful story of Meribnih.
2. Who was made priest instead of AaronP
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UUAP'fER XXI. 

1. ,vhy ,vorc fiery serpents sent?
2. ,vhy clid n. look at the brazen serpent

make the1n 1i ve? 
3. ,vhv dit"L the people sing?
4. Ho,v did Sihon and Og treat Israel?

CHAPTER XXII. 

1. What was Balaam's sin?

CHAPTER XXIII. 

1. How did God make the wicked prophet
do His will? 

CHAP:r'.ER XXI,V. 

1. To whon1 was the prophecy of Balaam
a, message?

CHAl'TEit XXV. 

1. ,vhy was the Loru angry with Israel?
2. Why did Gou con1mend what Phinehas

did? 

CIIAP'rER XXVI. 

1. Why were the children of Israel num•
bered again ? 

2. 1Vhat solemn word of the Lord· ,vo..s
fulfilled? 

CHAPTER XXVI[. 

1. Wha.t request did the daughters of
Zelophehad n,ak� ? 
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2. ,Vhat sort of person did the Lord chooie
to succeed !\loses ? 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

1. How long was the burnt-offering to
butn upon the altar? 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

1. Name the .set days on which they were
to bring offerings. 

CBAPTER XXX. 

1. ,,TJ1"+i ,vas the law concerning vows?

CnAP'!'ER XXXI. 

1. ,vhom did :r.Ioses wish to avenge of
l\Iidiaµ? 

2. ,vhy was the Lord so wroth against
l\Iidian? 

3. How many of the Israelitea �ere killed
in battle? 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

1. ,Vhat did the children of Reuben, Gad,
and the half tribo of l\Innnsseh do ? 

2. Why did l\Ioses object to it1?
3. 1What aid they gain, and ,vhnt dill H1ey 

lose by- it r 
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�HAPTER XXXIII. 

l, W11at <loes this account of their jour­
neyings teach us ? 

CnAPTER XXXIV. 

1. 'Who set the bounds of their habitations?
2. Wno were to divide the land?

CHAPTER XXXV. 

1. For what were the cities of refuge? .
2. Why must they not shed blood in their

ancl? 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

1. What law preserved the inheritance to
each tribe? 

2. ,Vhere were these commandments given
to �loses? 

DEUTERONOMY. 

CHAPTER l. 

1. Why did l\Ioses remind the children of
.Israel of all that hri.ll occurred ? 

CnAPTEn II. 

2. ,Vhen they began to posseRs, what did
the Lord begin to do ? 
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1. ,vbn.t a.ns,ver did the Lord give tt>
llo�es' request? 

CHAPTEH. IV. 

1. ,vhy did the Chilclren of Israel �ee no
fdmilitude ori I\Iount Sinai? 

CIIAPTER V. 

1. ,Vhy was the blessing attached to keep­
ing these commandments- of the Lord ? 

CHAPTER VI. 

1. ,vhere were the words of this law to be?·
2. ,Vhat was to be their righteousness?.

CHAP'l'F.� VII. 

1. How ·were they to deal with the idol�•
trous nations, and with their idols? 

CHAPTER VIII. 

1. What was the Lord's purpose in lead•
ing them through the wilderness ? 

CnAPl'ERS IX., X., XI. 

1. How did !\Ioses encourage the people to
be obedient? 

CHAPTER XII. 

1. ,vhere were they to bring their off er•
ingR, tt.n<l for ,vhnt purpose? 
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2. ,Vhy would the Lord choose a place ?
a. What dic.1 He sa.y about the IJevite?

0HA'PTER XIII. 

1. What might faithfulness to th.� true
God oblige them to- do? 

CHAPTER XIV. 

1.. For whom was the tithe of the third 
year? 

CHAPTER XV. 

1. What was to be the character of God's
people in -their ways to each other? 

CHAPTER XVI. 

1. What were they to do three timea a.
year? 

CHAPTER XVII. 

l. Who was to decide in difficult cases of
judgment? 

2. How was the king to establish his
hrone? 

CHAPTER XVII!.

1. What was to mnrk tho Prophet whom
the Lord w·ould send?

ClL\.rTER XJX. 

l. For whom ,vere tlie cities of refuge?
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CllAPTltn XX. 

1. ,vhn.t part ,vas the }Jricst to tako in

war? 

CHAPTER XXI. 

1. ,vhat was the law about one slain in
the la11d? 

2. ,vha.t was the punishment of a re­
bellious son? 

CHAPTER XXV. 

1. ,Vhy were they never to spare an
An1alekite ? 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

1. ,vhat was the confession Qf the
worshipper? 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

1. ,vha t were they to do the day they
passed over Jordan ? 

2. ,vho uttered the curses ?

CIU.Pl'ER KXVIIL 

tn what wei;e the_y ble_.5sed? 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

1. ,vhat ,vould be the col1seql1.ebee if
they forsook the Lord? 
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CH.�PTER XXX. 

1. ·Ho,v would the Lord receive them if
they returned to hin1 ? 

CIIAPTEft XXXI. 

1. ,vhy were they to be strong and of
good courage? 

2. ,vben ,vere they to read the law before
all Israel ? 

3. Why did the Lord tell 1\J:oses to write a.
song? 

4. To whom did he teach it?
5. ,vhere did· the Levites put the book of

the Ia,v? 
6. What did lloses say they would do

after his death? 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

1, To ,vhat did l.\Ioses compare the tender 
ways of Jehovah with Hit� people 1 

2. What did �loses call the Lord to them?
and why? 

3. What did he say was their life?
4. '\Vhy must not ?\loses go into the land

CIAPTER XXXIII. 

1. What were ltioses' last words to the
children of Ieraer? 

CH.APTER XXXIV. 

1, Vvho met l\Ioses 011 the top of PieJlah? 
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2. �V11nt did the Lord eny to liim ?
�l. \\'br,t clooe tho LorJ ahvnyA cn.11 1'IoiC3?
4.. ,vbo buried l\Iosea? and where ?
5. l-Iow· long did the ol1ihlrcn of Israel

n1ourn for l\Ioscs? 
ft ,,unt sort of a person wns Joshua? 
7. In wl1nt ,vns !\loses nbove nll the pro•

pbets that have been einoe in Israel? 
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