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INTRODUCTION.

THESE Addresses on this most blessed

portion of Scripture, are commended solely

and exclusively by their subject. The

object of the preacher has been to set be-

fore his hearers the unwearied servant in

His labour of love in a scene of refusal and

rejection ; how poorly and feebly he has

done so, no one could be so intensely

conscious as he himself is .

If in setting forth the doctrines of grace,

and expounding the truths of God's holy

word, one is made to feel one's utter feeble-

ness and incapacity, how much more so

when the subject is Himself-very God

and very Man. In this gospel we have set

before us the great Servant-Prophet, hence

it is we do not find the history of His birth ,
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but are at once introduced to His service

and ministry.

That God the Holy Ghost may be

pleased to use this poor attempt to exalt

Christ, and bring Him in His blessed

service before the hearts of His people, is

the earnest prayer of the preacher.

W. T. T.

17, Park Road,

Tunbridge Wells.





" BEHOLD MY SERVANT."

MARK I. I-II .

I FEEL, beloved friends, led, I trust of the

Lord, to bring before you, even though it

be only partially, something of the ministry

and service of our Lord Jesus Christ in

this world . That subject could never be

an unimportant one, not only from the

preciousness and blessedness of the ministry

itself, as I trust we shall be able to see, but

also because God was pleased in His grace

to devote one of the four narratives con .

cerning the life of our Lord Jesus Christ in

this world, distinctly to that purpose-and

so distinctly, as I hope to shew you, that it

characterises the whole of Mark's writing

from beginning to end. The omissions,

the additions, put entirely out of the

question that which used to be a very

favourite occupation in past times-har-

monising the gospels. It has been well

B
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said that they never disagreed ; you cannot

harmonise that wherein there never was

the absence of harmony at any time. But

I tell you what happens in connection with

it-when you do not read by the gracious

teaching and leading of the Spirit of God,

you lose the distinctness of design of the

blessed God Himself in presenting in each

gospel history the features and the charac-

teristics of our Lord Jesus Christ, in all

the various paths and positions that He

was pleased to walk in and fill in this

world. I know of no gospel wherein that

is more distinctly manifested than in this

very Gospel of Mark. The first verse, for

instance, carries with it convincingly to the

heart at once the theme, the great thesis of

the Spirit of God through this gospel,

namely, " The beginning of the gospel of

Jesus Christ, the Son of God. " Nothing

could be more simple than that, if our

hearts were only simple to take it in, “ The

beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the

Son of God " That is the whole pith and

substance of this wonderful epitome of
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His service and work down here in this

world.

But before we look a little at the way it

is introduced in the verses we have read in

this first chapter, I want you to take into

account two or three facts that we must

ponder over and dwell upon for a moment

before we can rightly understand it. It is

a great thing rightly to apprehend the

bearing and meaning of words, and when

we speak of our Lord Jesus Christ as the

great servant-prophet, and as the great

minister and teacher, we must remember

this, beloved friends, we cannot speak of

Him as our servant ; it would lower His

dignity and His glory to speak of Him as

our servant. Granted that He serves us,

and He served all here, yet He was the

servant of God, He was Jehovah's ser-

vant , " Behold my servant, whom I up-

hold ; mine elect, in whom my soul

delighteth. And you will find that dis-

tinctly throughout this gospel, He is the

servant- Son ; servant is the great cha-

racteristic that marks all His path
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throughout this gospel ; and when we

come to it presently I will give you a very

striking instance of that in the record.

But I say again we could not speak of

Him as our servant. We can rejoice in

His service, we can bless and praise Him

for the manner and way in which He

served us here in this world, served us all

through His life , served us on Calvary's

cross, and serves us now from glory, for

He is the girded servant. He came down

here and became a man that He might be

a servant, and He has taken manhood up

to the throne of God in the heavens, and

will never cease to serve in heaven. You

have one blessed remarkable instance of

this in the Gospel of Luke, when He says

to His disciples, in that beautiful chapter

xii. , that in that day when He will have it

all His own way, when all the present

order of things is passed and He will have

everything according to His own mind in

glory, He will come forth even then as the

girded servant to serve those whose hearts

were so captivated by Himself that they
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watched for Him, and waited for Him, and

served Him in that watching spirit here.

It is not here, beloved friends, that He

leads us to expect anything from Him

except the joy of walking in His path of

rejection, and scorn , and shame ; but in

that day which is coming, in that bright

glory to which He has given us through

grace a title to be with Himself, in virtue

of all His work, when He has everything

there according to His own mind, and

most of all when He has all His own there

around Him in that scene, could anything

be more affecting or more touching to our

hearts than that even there in that glory

He will come forth girded ? “ Verily, I say

unto you, he shall gird himself " are His own

words in that precious chapter ; there is the

servant distinctly, servant attire, servant

form, servant manner, servant way--" and

will come forth, and serve them . " I take

it that having that combined with the

Gospel of Luke, where He is most of all

presented to us as the man, it is the man

who is the servant ; it is He who became
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a man amongst men, and whose genealogy

in that gospel, as you remember, is traced

up to Adam, so that we have His connec-

tion through incarnation with the race of

men, albeit it was in that miraculous and

peculiar way in which God has guarded

the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ ; it

is the man who is the servant. And,

beloved friends, that is very wonderful for

us to think of, because God has ever had

servants ; there are the angels that do His

pleasure, and we are told of those angels

in Hebrews i. that they are " all minister-

ing spirits, sent forth to minister for them

who shall be heirs of salvation. " But what

ministry of angels can come up to the

ministry of the man, the servant, He who

having taken part in manhood , having

become a man, being truly and really a

man here in this world, the One that came

from heaven--shall I say it, beloved

friends ? I will say it with joy--the

heavenly Man here in this world, the Man

out of heaven, yet truly having become a

man--oh ! what ministry, what service like
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the service of that heart to us, what

ministry of angels, what ministry of crea-

tures far in intelligence beyond us, could

speak to our hearts, could be so affecting

to our hearts, as the ministry of Him who

became a man, and who, in all the blessed

tenderness, and grace and sympathy of

His heart, let out here in this world those

perfections of feeling, of sympathy, of

tenderness peculiar to a man. It is this

combination, I repeat, which is set forth in

the Gospel of Luke, where He is the Man---

and which we have often had before us here

in times past -it is the combination of His

manhood with His service, although it was

performed in divine power, as I hope to

shew you, and although He was when a

man just as truly as He ever was, " God

over all blessed for evermore, " still, in that

character of service and ministry which

He rendered here, it is that combination,

beloved friends, which is one of the

most precious and one of the most

comforting things to the heart that I know

of; that He draws near to us in all the
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grace and love which in the first instance

brought Him down here ; that, as we have

often said, He did not love us at a distance ,

and He does not serve us at a distance.

It was not mere power bestowing upon us

that which our needs called forth, but

there was love. I quite grant you there

was omnipotence of power, but there was

omnipotence of love in combination with

omnipotence of power. Therefore, when

we think of Him as servant, we must

always think of Him as God's servant,

Jehovah's servant, " Behold my servant. "

Now, beloved friends, I think that is

a very important point for us to keep in

mind, so as to guard and protect by God's

grace everything like a true and proper

estimate of the Person of our Lord Jesus

Christ. Let me give you one instance

from the history of this gospel just to

sustain that thought, that He was not

our servant, though He served us ; but

He was Jehovah's servant here in the

midst of Israel, and also serving man,

but always Jehovah's servant, serving in
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power. If you compare at your leisure

the account of the transfiguration for in-

stance-or rather, not compare, but con-

trast, because that is really the word-

if you will contrast the account of the

transfiguration, as it is given us in

Matthew xvii., with the account given

us in Mark ix. , you will see a remarkable

instance of just what I am about to bring

before you now. In the Gospel of

Matthew, when he recounts the trans-

figuration, he does
SO in connection

with the subject which it was the design

of the Spirit of God the evangelist

should relate. And hence it is the

manifestation of the kingdom of our

Lord Jesus Christ, the kingdom here

in this world ; it is the manifestation

of the kingdom ; kingdom is the

ruling word in Matthew. Whereas when

you come to Mark you will find that

left out altogether. What you find in

Mark is this, " There be some of them

that stand here, which shall not taste

of death, till they have seen the kingdom

،،
"



10 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL .

of God come with power. "
66

Power "

is the word in Mark. Why ? Because

it is connected with His ministry.

،،
"

Kingdom is the word in Mat-

thew, because it is the dispensational

record.

Now that is exceedingly interesting,

and puts its character at once upon both

the writings. I have spoken of His love,

I delight to dwell upon the fact of His

power, but the power is what you find

continually all through the Gospel of

Mark. And therefore you will find the

miracles , those marks and signs of power,

you will find, I say, the place they get

all through the gospel, you will see how

continually miracle after miracle is referred

to and brought before us. Why ? Be-

cause it marked the wonder-working power

of the great Servant-prophet in the midst

of men. He was the One who was there

in wonder-working might, in omnipotence

of power, but in all the omnipotence of

tender love as well in the midst of men, and

hence the prominence that is given to
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all this, which is characteristic of this

gospel throughout.

There is another observation I would

like to make in connection with the gospel,

which will also help to shew how distinctly

this is ever the subject. Have you

ever thought how striking it is that the

very one who was selectedby God andby

His Spirit to give us this ministry and

service of Christ, was the man who in

his own first essay at service broke down ?

For this Mark was the very one who

turned aside from the service and fronı

the testimony which he was going to carry

forth with the others, and went to Cyprus,

his native place. And I think it is very

striking that this is the one who writes the

history of the service and ministry of our

Lord Jesus Christ. And why ? Do you

think there is no design in Mark being

selected ? Do you think there is no dis-

tinctly important point in Mark being the

one that was fixed upon to give us this

account ? I believe the reason of it is

simply this , that we might be able to
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is a

see the contrast between Jesus, the Ser-

vant- prophet and all else beside. There

touch in that very fact of great

preciousness to my heart----Jesus is supreme

wherever you see Him, Jesus is unique

wherever you see Him, Jesus is perfect

wherever you see Him ; not merely in

His manhood, not merely in His path,

and walk, and testimony here, but in the

distinctive features of His service . He

is the perfect servant, and ( I say it with

all holy reverence) He is the ideal Levite ,

the One who served in all the truth and

reality of service in the tabernacle among

men, and finally, voluntarily laid down

His life as the greatest act of service

that He performed either to God or to

men in this world. I believe that is one

reason, beloved friends, if not the main

and principal reason, why the person who

was selected to give us this ministry of

our Lord Jesus Christ in this world, should

be the man who broke down and failed

himself, and whose history is beautifully

presented to us afterwards , when the
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apostle says, " Take Mark, and bring

him with thee, for he is profitable to

me for the ministry. " Thank God for

that ! Because, I may add in passing,

God records in scripture not merely the

failures and the breakdowns, and the im-

perfections, and the shortcomings of His

servants, but He records as well their

restoration ; for, beloved friends, it is His

grace that secures the one, as it is His

power that can rescue from the other.

That is the reason, I have no doubt, why

Mark's history is brought before us there

Let us take one other point which comes

to one's heart at once in reading this

gospel, and which I would like to dwell

on for a little, and then we shall pass on to

look at three great points in the verses

themselves ; and it connects itself properly

with what I have already said with regard

to Mark. If you take the work and

service of men here in this world-it

matters not who ; take the apostles , or

take Paul, who followed the Lord Jesus

Christ nearer, not only in path, but in
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testimony, than any man before or since,

and whose path was closest, we might say,

in tread upon the path here of our blessed

Lord-we find that we cannot too micro-

scopically examine the service of any man,

we cannot look down, so to speak, into

the minutiæ of the service of any man ;

it will not bear it, the blots are too many,

the failures are too great. We do not

well, beloved friends, when we commit

ourselves to that. And I am pressed

in spirit to say this to my beloved brethren

to-night. If we do so, it is because we

have but a poor idea on the one hand

of the perfection of the only perfect

servant, and on the other hand, of the

feebleness of an earthen vessel . And

again I say, beloved friends, let us not

take the microscope and examine too

closely into the particulars of a man's

service ; but remember that what you can-

not do with regard to mere human service

you can do with regard to the service

of Christ. Now here is what is SO

precious. You cannot examine His ser-
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vice too closely ; it will bear the closest

examination , the strictest scrutiny , because

it is perfect. I do not know anything

that is more comforting or precious to my

heart than that I can look over all His

blessed service and see in every part of

it the perfection of the One who was

perfect. Let the objects of His service

be ever so difficult subjects, let it be that

the objects of His service are ever so far

away in need and want, let the case be

ever so trying, let the need be ever so

great, let the opposition to His gracious

ministry be ever so increased, let all the

hindrances be ever so magnified, yet they

will only bring out in the case of our

Lord Jesus Christ the perfection of His

service and the perfection of the servant.

Now that brings me back again for a

moment to that beautiful verse I have

already quoted in part, " Behold my

servant, whom I uphold ; mine elect, in

whom my soul delighteth ; I have put

my spirit upon Him ; He shall bring

forth judgment to the Gentiles .
He
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shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause His

voice to be heard in the street. " Oh what

a contrast to every other man in service !

What a contrast in His position as the

beloved of God ! What a contrast as well

in His place of lowly retirement amongst

men ! What a contrast in all the silent

power that marked Him, so that as He

passed along in this poor world, there was

no voice, no cry, no sound, nothing, as

such , to call attention to Him ; it was all

patient, retiring, blessed, unwearied min-

istry, yet in power. I love to think of

that verse, I was thinking of it only a

little time past with great delight and

comfort, " How God anointed Jesus of

Nazareth " the man, as far as this world

was concerned, out of the despised region

and place-" how God anointed Jesus of

Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with

power : who went about doing good, and

healing all that were oppressed of the

devil ; for God was with him. " Ο how

blessed to dwell on that, beloved friends !

how blessed to be allowed to contemplate
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this ministry of our own dear Lord and

Master here in this world, to see what

it was to God, what God received in that

- not merely what man got, but how God

was served by Him, the true Servant.

Now let us observe one important

feature in what I have already spoken

of. If there is anything that comes out

distinctly in His service, it is this, that

just as truly as He ever kept His place

as man, having been pleased to become

man, so He ever truly kept His place

of servant, having taken upon Him the

form of a servant . Let us never forget

that. Let us cherish, beloved friends,

these touches that we find in scripture

that set our adorable Lord and Master

before us in the truth of His Person as

God and Man. Do not let us look at

one part of His glory and lose sight of

another part of it. And do not let us

allow ourselves to be entrapped by the

enemy, that because He was " God over

all blessed for ever, " that He was not

equally man, as truly and as really a

C
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man in perfection here as He ever was

God over all. Let our hearts by grace

adoringly embrace both and adore Him as

both , as we see that He who was God was

pleased to become man, and also equally

see that He, having become man, and

taking upon Him the form of a servant,

as man kept that place of service and

subjection to the very close.

Now for one proof of it, and then I pass

on. And this , beloved friends, is one of

the most striking proofs of it I know

of in the gospel, and it is both interesting

and arresting, as I believe we shall find.

You remember now that the blessed Lord,

when speaking of the day of His coming,

the day when He should be manifested, says

in the gospels, " But of that day and

that hour knoweth no man, no, not the

angels which are in heaven " --Mark alone

puts in this, and it gives its character

to his gospel-" neither the Son, but the

Father. " Now why is that omitted in

the other gospels, and inserted in Mark ?

Do we read carelessly, my beloved friends ?



،،

19
BEHOLD MY SERVANT."

do we read without divine intelligence or

thought ? That is the way, I am grieved to

say, a great many read the word of God,

as if there were no design in its additions

and omissions in various parts. Do you

read it with the eyes of God the Holy

Ghost, or do you read it according to

the bias of your own mind ? There may

be a great deal of will in the way we

treat scripture -do not let us forget that.

You may have the fixed determination in

your own mind to find so-and -so there. I

remember well, years ago, how when I

read the word of God, I never could divest

myself of the idea that I saw things in

it that I know now are not in it at all ; and

yet you could not persuade me that they

were not in it. Why ? Because my will

was to have them so ; and my will being

determined to have things so, I saw them

in the light of my will here in scripture,

as I vainly thought, instead of really

reading according to the instruction and

guidance and direction of God the Holy

Ghost. Now how striking this instance



20 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL.

is, " neither the Son." Why, beloved

friends, is that brought into Mark ? Be-

cause the Son in Mark is the servant-

Son. The very essence of the perfection

of a servant is simply to be at the absolute

control of the Master. The very essence

of a good servant is not to have a mind of

his own. I should not apply to the blessed

Lord the word " will of His own, " for He

had no will but the will of God as the

secret motive and spring of all that was in

His heart ; but He received everything

direct from God in the servant character ,

and He was distinctly energised by God

the Holy Ghost, as we shall see presently

in His servant character. Mark those

words I have already quoted, " How God

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy

Ghost and with power, who went about

doing good, and healing all that were

oppressed of the devil "--why ? because

they needed it ? no ; but because " God

was with him. " There is the servant, He

is Jehovah's servant, He is upheld by

Jehovah, He has got Jehovah's Spirit
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on Him, and He moves through men,

through their needs, their sorrows, their

wants, and their woes, with a heart that

felt for everything, a heart that was touched

and that entered into everything.

I have often said here and I feel it now

more than ever-that we all live too far

away from human misery to know much of

what it is. We do not know what the

desolations of this world are. What do we

know about the heart-breaks, the sorrows ,

the griefs, the blighted hopes and blasted

prospects found in it ? We could not

endure it ; it is a great mercy of God that we

do not know it ; it would be enough, per-

haps, to send some of us away entirely out

of the haunts of men, it would be too over-

powering. But oh ! what a comfort it is

to think that there was one who passed as

servant through it all, knew it all, measured

it all, entered into it all, understood it all, felt

for it all, and knew how, as God's servant,

to meet it. That is what you have in the

ministry and service of our Lord Jesus

Christ.
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The Lord by His grace and Spirit grant

that these few introductory sentences may

help us in connection with our gospel as we

turn for a moment to study the way in which

His service is introduced here. Now I am

about to speak of three points, and I will

be as concise and brief as I can.

The first great point that I see in the

verses we have read is that the service is

introduced without any formal array of any

kind. It is what we might call suddenly

introduced ; there is no preface, it is all

very concise ; " The beginning of the

gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God ”—

that is all . Now, beloved friends, there is

something very blessed in that expression.

I think God, in His infinite grace, would

give your heart and mine just to recount

here a little of the treasure that is in that

expression, “ The beginning of the gospel

of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. " How

blessed that is ! It is the good news. “Ο

yes, " you say, " good news, that is the

meaning of the word gospel. " But con-

trast it with what is past. There was no

،،
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Is there anygood news in Judaism .

good news in the modern inventions ?

Judaism had a killing law ; that is all

it had, a condemning letter, a claim

The

that left man more hopeless than he was

before it met him. I do not stop to

inquire about what is suggested at the

present time, beloved friends, it is too

puerile, too contemptible, to waste a thought

upon. But mark this for a moment.

greatest comfort to the heart when I read

that verse, " the beginning of the gospel of

Jesus Christ, " is, that now here is some-

thing that comes from heaven. You say

" it is good news," but let me ask where

from ? From heaven, and that, beloved

friends , is what is so blessed and so won-

derful about it. This is the beginning of

the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,

this precious Servant, but this divine Ser-

vant, the Messenger who has come from

heaven, and has come from heaven with

good news . Do not your hearts rejoice in

that ? It is not a claim, it is not a demand,

it is not a fiery law that strikes terror into
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the soul, but it is the announcement of glad

tidings ; and that which is so precious, it is

the announcement of it in His own person,

even Jesus Christ the Son of God, it is the

beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the

Son of God. And therefore , observe

the way in which His service is introduced

to us here is by making Himself prominent

and we are left, as it were, with Him in

that way. If I know anything of the

glory of His Person, I know what to

expect from " the gospel of Jesus Christ

the Son of God." If I know anything of

the love and tenderness of His heart, I

know exactly how to fill in that expression,

" the beginning of the gospel of Jesus

Christ, the Son of God. " I do not know

whether I have conveyed to you, beloved

friends, the thought that is in it, but it is to

me an exceeding precious reality, that

whilst it is the gospel and the service, as

we have said, it is so connected with the

Person who was rendering it that He is

made prominent, and you are allowed to

form a divine conception by the Spirit of
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what that good news would be in fulness ,

and in plenteousness, and in blessedness,

when it is so connected with Himself,

" Jesus Christ, the Son of God. " Now

that is the first thing I see here.

Secondly, you have in the verses we

have read what I may call, I think cor-

rectly, the preparatory messenger. I will

not dwell very long upon that, because we

have had it before. But there is a prepar-

atory messenger who goes before the face

of the One who is coming, according to the

prophetic scriptures. There are two scrip-

tures quoted here, Malachi iii. and Isaiah

xl ., and those two scriptures pointed to

John the Baptist, who was to go before

the face of the One that was coming, to

prepare his way, " that is the expression,

and then when John utters his message

himself, he says , " make his paths

straight. "

،،

Now the first thing that comes before

us in that preparatory message is a very

important one for all our souls, and I desire

earnestly to dwell upon it. God will have,
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however great His grace in meeting us ,

and however full and large the manner of

His service towards us in His blessed Son,

but let us never forget this, beloved

brethren, God will have in our state

reality. I know very well, and feel it

too, that in our ministry and service, if

there is anything we overlook it is just

that. I believe in my soul that the defi-

ciency, the disappointment, the little effect

produced by servants of God, should be

laid at that door, that they have not con-

sidered the state of those they minister to .

If we do not take it into account, I believe

we shall find that God always takes it into

account. Do you think He is purposing

to have a great mass of unreality ? Do

you think that the blessed God will, as it

were, send out His message of love and of

truth, and communicate His mind, to a

great mass of unreality ? Do you think it

is the hard, dry brains of men He wants ?

I tell you He would have us think of their

souls . Do you think it isthemindofmanthat

God desires ? He works on his conscience,
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He wants his affection, He wants his heart

penetrated by means of his conscience.

And therefore , when God sends His

blessed Son into this world, and the Lord

Jesus Christ comes in this ministering

servant character that we have spoken of,

the very first thing you find in the fore-

runner is this, John's whole ministry was

to this effect, --You people of Israel call

yourselves the people of God, you count

up your genealogy and trace yourselves up

to Abraham, you are proud of Abraham,

exactly as people now live upon the

respectability of their ancestors who have

no respectability themselves ; so you go

back to Abraham, and you say, “ We be

Abraham's seed, and were never in bond-

age to any man, how sayest thou, Ye shall

be made free ? " Do you remember what

the Lord's answer to them was ? " He

that committeth sin is sin's slave . " And

that is exactly what their moral condition

was, they were the slaves of sin. It is

a great thing to give words their true and

proper meaning, they were the Roman
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slaves in one sense, politically ; they were

sin's slaves and the devil's children morally .

That was their condition. Now, beloved

friends, you see what a solemn order of

things that is. Do not let us think for

a moment, “ Oh ! well, of course that was

the condition of Israel, and I quite under-

stand how solemn that is, and quite enter

into the distinctness of it;" but do not let us

think that it has no voice for us . Do you

mean to tell me that there is no danger in

that very direction for Christians at the

present moment ? I dare not hold back

what I believe to be the truth of God to

please any man, and therefore I avow that

I believe God has a controversy with us

Christians because of our moral state.

You know there is one thing we seem to

be wonderfully clever and wonderfully

skilled in, and that is, to put the cause of

feebleness and departure anywhere and

everywhere but where it really lies ; we

like to find it away from us, of course we

do, I can quite understand that. " The

woman whom thou gavest to be with me,
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she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. "

It is as old as Adam, the principle of

removing the onus, the weight, off our-

selves , and to try and find some cause that

will liberate us ; that is quite natural. And

therefore I see here a very solemn voice,

that before this blessed ministry is accom-

plished, before the Lord Jesus Christ Him-

self exercises it directly in person, this

preparatory messenger announces this

great fact --God must have, and God will

have, reality as to moral condition before

Himself. Hence he talks of " straight

paths. " Why ? Because theirs were

crooked paths, deceitful ways ; but he goes

down to the root of the matter, and touches

the hidden things and the people really

where they are.

And more than that, observe how the

preparatory messenger not merely an-

nounces this by word of mouth, but that

he himself in His own Person was the

expression of it. I think that most

interesting and solemn. When John the

Baptist occupies this place of breaking up
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the way and making the path plain, it is

not merely by his word and testimony, but

in his own person. Nay more, first of all

he is in his position here the testimony of

it personally ; secondly, he is in his apparel

the testimony of it ; and thirdly, he is in

his diet, his manner of life , the testimony

of it. You find all those things here , He

is in the desert, not in Jerusalem, not in

the city but outside. Beloved friends , let

us take that to heart, " the voice of one

crying in the wilderness. " Why not in

the city, why not in Jerusalem, why not

amidst the haunts of men ? Clearly, that

standing outside he might be in his posi-

tion there the living testimony of how God

regarded the state of things in the city ;

that is the reason why. Then it is not

insignificant to point to his apparel ; the

man is dressed suitably to his occupation ;

there is a severity about him ; it reminds

one when we read it of the asceticism of

the Essene. You will say, What an

ascetic he is, how severe the man is in his

appearance, his raiment of camel's hair,
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and a leathern girdle about his loins. And

why ? Because God would have reality in

His people, that is the reason. It is in-

dicative of their moral condition. Even

his dress is to bear testimony to the terri-

ible low state of God's people. And then

we find the diet of the man, his meat was

" locusts and wild honey, " the plainest fare

that could be conceived. And then you

have further his message, even a call to

repentance, a breaking up of the fallow

ground.

Now it will, I believe, strike you in

looking at it, how John's testimony exactly

brought out what the prophet Jeremiah

complained of in chapter viii. You re-

member what the prophet says of this

subject. Let us never forget it, for it is

amongst the most touching words of the

Old Testament scriptures . It is the

lamentation of the prophet over the condi-

tion in which the people of God were

during the time of his ministry . “ They

have healed the hurt of the daughter of

my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace,
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where there is no peace ." The prophet

brings home this great fact to them ; there

is a wound there, and there were ecclesias-

tical nostrums and quacks of that day who

attempted to heal slightly that wound.

And how? By presenting a message that

was not in keeping with the state. If God

comes and deals with us, beloved friends,

He must have reality. He could not add

to a festering sore or wound, if it is there,

in our moral being. Peace, peace, " was

building up a rotten order of things, and

God is too faithful, and too holy, and too

gracious not to meet exactly the condition

of things as it really is before Him .

Hence John's ministry was in that sense

preparatory to the coming of our Lord

Jesus Christ.
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Just one other point. We have that

ministry closing, as it were, and Jesus

Himself directly introduced to us. Hence

we have Him coming down and accepting

John's baptism, or rather, inviting John

to baptise Him in the river Jordan.

trust most here understand what the

I
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turning

meaning of it is, for it is very precious,

because it shews out His grace. If there

was a listening to the preparatory message

of the servant, if there were any hearts

touched and wounded with the true sense

of their whereabouts, if there was any

to God in the midst of

His own people, if there was any

looking at things really as they were--and

John's baptism was the expression of it on

the part of all that came-Jesus Himself

must be there too . O what grace ! He

associates Himself with the returning

remnant of God's people, with that which

is really of God. He fulfils righteousness

where they confessed sins : " thus it be-

cometh us, " we read in another gospel,
،،

to fulfil all righteousness. " That is the

meaning of His baptism . He identifies

Himself with the first effect of grace in

His people, and He goes down and sub-

mits, for the fulfilment of righteousness, to

baptism at the hands of John in the Jordan.

Now you get that word which is peculiar

to Mark, " straightway, " " and straightway

D
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coming up cut of the water. " It is striking

how often the word occurs in Mark, and

that under various significations : it is

characteristic of the gospel. There is one

Greek word all through, but various trans-

lations of it : " immediately, " " straightway,"

" instantly." " And straightway coming

up out of the water, " now mark the expres-

sion that is used, " he saw the heavens

rent asunder, " that is the meaning of the

word " opened," they were rent asunder.

I could not convey to you, beloved friends ,

the preciousness of that expression to me.

It was as if God hasted to proclaim what

His heart had found in His own Son ; He

rends the heavens. I have thought of

that word many a time, " O that thou

wouldest rend the heavens and come

down." But look here, the heavens are

rent asunder to let the whole mind of

heaven out in its ineffable delight in Jesus

Christ. It is one of the most striking and

beautiful expressions I know of anywhere

in scripture, “ the heavens were rent

asunder. "
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And then you have the seal, the Holy

Ghost descends on Him. Mark the words ,

" the Spirit like a dove descending upon

upon him, " that is the form the descending

Spirit took, no doubt expressive of what

He was in His own Person. The dove,

as you know, was the bird of sorrow and

the bird of love, and therefore it was a

fitting type of what our Lord Jesus Christ

was in His own holy, precious, glorious

Person. He is marked off by even the

bodily shape that the blessed Spirit was

pleased to take. Some one has observed,

and I think it is a very precious thought

too, that not only was this dove-like form

of the Spirit expressive of His Person, but

there were in the dove the silver wings,

and there was also the sheen of gold there.

But I believe most of all and first of all,

there was that which our Lord Jesus

Christ was personally set forth in the dove-

like form the blessed Spirit was pleased to

take.

But not only this, but now we have the

Father's voice, and that is one of the most
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beautiful things connected with His coming

up out of the Jordan . " There came a

voice from heaven saying, Thou art my

beloved Son, in whom is all my pleasure. "

Now, beloved friends, there were two

precious realities in that. First of all-

and I know nothing more comforting to

the heart to dwell upon-there is the inti-

mation which He gives us in that blessed

scene, this proclamation that comes from

heaven, this utterance of the Father's

voice. Could anything be more blessed

than that He should be pleased to let us

know how that Jesus is everything to

Him ? Have you the sense of this in

your souls, that you and I are privileged

in that beautiful scene to be the intimates

of the blessed God, that He allows us into

that nearness so that we should have com-

munion with Him in His thoughts about

His beloved Son, that Jesus is the Father's

object, that Jesus is God's delight, that

Jesus is all His pleasure, that He finds all

in Him. I believe that is the first great

thing in that intimation, that God Himself
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in His grace is pleased to bring us into

this place of holy intimacy and holy com-

munion, that we can share the Father's

delight and the Father's thoughts about

the one in whom the Father found all His

pleasure.

There is only one thing more, and then

I finish . There is our place now that

redemption has been accomplished accord-

ing to all the grace and goodness of God.

Jesus has that place Himself ; the heavens

were opened to Him, the Holy Ghost

descends in a bodily shape like a dove

and abode upon Him, and the Father's

voice proclaimed, " This is my beloved

Son. " Oh ! beloved friends, is not the

veil rent for us, and have not we got the

Holy Ghost, and cannot we say, Abba,

Father ? It is the very figure of our place

as Christians, it belonged to Jesus in virtue

of what He was and who He was, and He

has in infinite grace made that place true

for us by His redemption.

Well now, I only pray that the Lord in

His grace would be pleased to bring those
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things before us, and connect our hearts

in living power with them. Most of all do

I press those two points, that which relates

to state I earnestly press upon you. I

feel that there is a crying voice of God at

this present moment as to our state .

Believe me, no amount of religiousness, or

quasi-piety that has at the bottom of it a

desperate amount of flesh, will do for God.

There must be reality ; God will have

reality, and therefore there is the breaking-

up, " break up your fallow ground. " The

fallow ground of the heart must be broken

up, and when it is, then comes, as I trust

we shall see another evening, the suited

condition for that most precious of all

ministries, that He can minister, namely,

He has sent me to heal the broken-

hearted." Ah! but God must break

down first, though, " to set at liberty them

that are bruised. "

The Lord in His infinite grace grant

that what has passed before us may be for

profit to us as we dwell upon it, and

ponder over it, and meditate upon it. If
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I am made a means in God's hand of

supplying you with food for meditation,

how thankful I shall be. I feel how poorly

I have presented it, but if any little

thought should be in His grace food for

this, so that your heart should get the

comfort of it, to Him be all the praise

through Jesus Christ.
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MARK I. 12-20.

We were looking, beloved friends, last

week, at the end of the time we were

together, at that wonderful, marvellous

display of divine favour to Him, the

blessed One, in His path and place as a

servant here--the opened heavens, the

Father's voice, and the descending Spirit,

all setting Him forth, and expressing to

Him, in that place of service which He

was pleased to take, how perfectly and

how fully He had met all the mind, and all

the heart, and all the affections of God .

He was sealed with the Spirit, He was

anointed with the Spirit, the heavens

opened to Him, and the Father's voice

from those heavens saluted Him as His

beloved Son, in whom was all His plea-

sure .

Now we have another expression in the
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verses we have read this evening which

I desire to call your attention to for a

little, and to connect with that one which

we dwelt upon last week. You will notice

in verse 12 the very remarkable way in

which it is said and it is peculiar to this

Gospel of Mark also that " immediately

the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness ."

Now I think it is important, to the right

understanding of the position the blessed

Lord was pleased to take here , really and

truly as with God, to apprehend the

divine significance that is attached to His

being sealed with the Spirit, and His being

driven, as it is said here, by the Spirit

into the wilderness, and tempted of the

devil. I want to call your attention to

both those expressions, not merely

because of the expressions themselves,

but because I believe a great deal of

truth, and of truth that very deeply

concerns the glory of the Person of

our Lord Jesus Christ, hangs upon these

expressions. And I am certain, beloved

friends, that if we do not, as by the teach
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ing of God's Spirit, rightly understand the

application and the meaning of certain

words that God has been pleased to use

with regard to His own blessed Son in

any place or position that He was pleased

to take here in this world, we shall lose an

immense amount of blessing. Because you

must remember this, that blessing does not

only connect itself with the things that

relate simply to us. I believe that is a

very great mistake. I am quite certain

that persons have lost an immensity of

blessing because they have imagined that

unless they themselves were prominently

the subjects treated of in any given portion

of scripture, there was no comparative

interest attaching to that scripture with

regard to them . That is a selfish way of

looking at the things of God, and that is

moreover a sure way to lose the blessing

after a divine sort. All real blessing con-

nects itself with this that we see how

everything in scripture, and everything in

the mind of God, relates to Christ, and

there is rich blessing as we see how Christ
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is set before us ; first of all how He is

before God, and as to the mind of God, and

then how God has been pleased to present

Him to us in scripture. And so here . Let us

look reverently and in God's fear for a mo-

ment at these two remarkable expressions.

I need not go over again, for we looked

at it last week, the form that the Spirit of

God was pleased to take when He de-

scended in a bodily shape like a dove and

abode upon Him. But I particularly

want to press this point upon you, beloved

friends, that we ought to jealously hold

and tenaciously guard in our souls this

great fact, that though He was sealed by

the Spirit, and anointed by the Spirit (for

you get both expressions in scripture,

" Him hath God the Father sealed, " and

" How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth

with the Holy Ghost and with power "),

yet that it was simply and only in relation

to the ministry and to the service that He

was pleased to undertake and to perform

in the position which He took when

He emptied Himself to become man.
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very important
Now I feel that is

thing to press, and I will tell you why in a

moment. I do not see how any person

could traverse or challenge it with the

scripture so plainly before us. But there

is a danger, and I maintain it has increased

of late (and I am responsible simply to

God, beloved friends, for my utterances ) ,

that whilst we through grace understand

and appreciate the wonderful place of

favour that we have been brought into,

there is a danger of our putting ourselves

on an equality with our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us note that, beloved friends, for I

believe it is a very important point to keep

before us. I repeat it , that is a very real

danger, as we see through grace the blessed

position He has won for us and has set us

in before God ; for His place before God is,

through His rich grace, our place. He

won it for us ; it was His by virtue of all

His own glories and rights ; redemption

secured it in sovereign grace for us. But

while that is perfectly true, do not let us

speak of it in such a way as to equalise
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ourselves with Christ. We have the Holy

Ghost dwelling in us if we are washed from

our sins by the blood of Christ, and it is

that which constitutes us Christians ; and

you cannot speak of any persons properly

in scripture language as Christians until

the Holy Ghost is dwelling in them—

scripture never does. I do not for a

moment mean to find fault with the con

ventional use of the term Christian, but

really I think it is of the deepest moment

that, whilst we understand one another

in the conventional use of language, we

should also try to encourage one another

to speak of things in the language of scrip-

ture. For instance, we say, " Such -and-

such a person is a Christian, " to distinguish

that person from one who is not moved, or

touched, or turned to God at all, one who

is really unconverted ; that is, the term

Christian is conventionally applied (and

rightly enough, I do not find fault with it

in the least) to a converted person in con-

tra-distinction to an unconverted person,

to one who has no interest at all in the
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things of God. But let us not forget this

----scripture in its use of terms is far more

defined and far more distinct and pointed

than perhaps we think ; and when the

word of God speaks of a person as a

Christian, the word of God has marked

out that person as sealed with the Holy

Ghost, as the result of the forgiveness of

his sins through the blood of the Lord

Jesus Christ. Now, beloved friends, that

is a great thing to hold fast. The Lord in

His infinite grace grant that the simplest

and feeblest of His children here to-night

may plainly understand, that if our sins are

washed away in the blood of Christ, if we

have through grace the knowledge of the

forgiveness of our sins through faith in

Him, the Holy Ghost dwells in us, the

Spirit of God takes His place in us in

virtue of accomplished redemption. But

observe this, and that will bring us to our

passage, our position is marvellously

changed by the fact of the Holy Ghost

dwelling in us, but the position of our

Lord Jesus Christ was not changed one
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whit by the fact of the Holy Ghost coming

upon Him. Now I want those two things

to be held, but I want you to keep them

distinct . Hold the Christian position, and

that which gives it, tenaciously ; but do

not let us hold it in such a way, or speak

of it in such way, as to equalise

ourselves with Christ. Christ had the

Holy Ghost who descended upon Him,

He was sealed by the Spirit of God, He

was anointed by the Spirit of God. Such

is the way scripture speaks of this great

reality. He had the Spirit of God on

Him, that is the scripture here, the Holy

Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a

dove and abode upon Him for service, as

a servant, but not to add to His person,

not to communicate anything that was not

there before .

You see, I trust, beloved friends, the

immense importance of all this.

There is a great difference in the Chris-

tian when he has the Holy Ghost from

what he was before he received the Spirit.

His position is changed. Until a man has
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the Holy Ghost, I repeat, you cannot speak

of him in scripture language as a Christian,

you cannot speak of him as a son, and you

cannot speak of him as being united to

Christ. Therefore, the position of one who

is washed in the blood of Christ, and sealed

by the indwelling of the Spirit, is in con-

sequence changed, it is a change of posi-

tion ; and that is the very thing that comes

out in connection with the fact that Christ

baptizes with the Holy Ghost, because the

whole new position is involved in it. The

baptism of the Holy Ghost brings the

Christian into a wholly new position before

God. But you cannot speak of our Lord

Jesus Christ in that way. If you do, you

lower His person ; and I am jealous about

that, and I warn you as to it, because

latterly there has been a tendency to do it,

to bring down His person to the level of

the position that God in wondrous mercy

has put us into in Him, the risen glorified

One before God.

I was reading not very long ago a passage

of scripture that conveys the very same
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thought to one's mind. When this new

position was first unfolded by the Lord

Jesus Christ Himself, you remember the

language in which He made it known, the

wonderful communication He passed on to

His disciples through the woman that broke

her heart because she could not find

where His body was in this world-to

whom the world was only a tomb

Do
because she could not find Jesus.

you remember the words He used when

all the work was over ? "Go to
my

brethren "-the new relationship --" and

say to them "-now mark the words,

does He say, " I ascend to our Father and

to our God " ? You see, beloved friends ,

the object I have in bringing that before

you-" I ascend to my Father and your

Father, and to my God and your God. "

Now if you were to put in that word our

there, and think it is all the same, it is

because Christ's unique, special, peculiar

place and glory have not got their distinct

prominence in your soul. And there-

fore I feel it is of the deepest import-

E
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ance to understand the difference between

the Holy Ghost dwelling in us as the seal

of redemption and the Holy Ghost coming

down upon the great servant-prophet as

the power of ministry ; and this is what we

have here in this scripture.

66

Immediately

११

Now we will go to the other expression

for a moment, and I think you will see too,

the force of the word here, because it is a

very peculiar word. In the other gospels,

Matthew and Luke, you will not find it

used ; it is only in Mark.

is the word characteristic of Mark ; it is

constantly used. I believe it is the urgency

of service, and everything is in the rapidity

of the demand of service. Immediately

He goes into the house ; " immediately "

He is here ; " immediately " events take

place as He moves; He does a thing, it is

done ; " immediately " the Spirit drives

Him into the wilderness. That word

" driveth " is a very strong word. This is

the only gospel where it is used with regard

to the Lord Jesus Christ. Why ? For

this reason, that the first great work and
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service of our Lord Jesus Christ as the

prophet-servant in this world was to

destroy the works of the devil. Itis

exactly what it is said He came to do---

،،

to destroy the works of the devil. "

Therefore, in the first instance, He meets

the great adversary Himself. The first

great part of His service in connection

with His ministry here in this world is to

meet the great adversary of God and men

before He destroyed his works. That is

why you have the expression used here in

the gospel of Mark And I will tell you

what even adds to that, and gives it

a sweetness , I think, beyond all conception.

You find this very same word--and those

who understand the original language can

consult it for themselves--in Matthew ix .,

where the blessed Lord says toHis disciples,

The harvest truly is plenteous, but the

labourers are few; pray ye therefore the

Lord of the harvest, that he will drive

forth [or thrust forth] labourers into his

harvest. " There unmistakably it is the

service of His servants in this world. He
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does not say choose out labourers, or

educate labourers, or raise seminaries or

colleges for labourers ; but He says, " Pray

ye therefore the Lord of the harvest "--the

harvest belongs to Him--" that he may

thrust forth or drive forth labourers into his

harvest. " Here the word is distinctly con-

nected with the service and ministry of the

Lord in this world. And is it not very

precious to our hearts to see the grace of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and to see how our

God brings the Lord Jesus Christ as the

great Servant before us ?--because the very

same word, the identical word , is used here

in the gospel of Mark, in connection with

His first meeting Satan, and conquering

and vanquishing him, as is used for what

they were to pray for, that God would

send forth in His own power labourers into

His harvest .

،،

Observe this too, Immediately the

Spirit driveth him into the wilderness "

does not go beyond His service and

ministry . And it brings before our souls

this great fact, that this great prophet-ser-
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vant, this servant beyond all other ser-

vants, was so distinctly in the place of ser.

vant that it was part of what He became.

You remember that blessed word in

Philippians ii . , " He took upon him the

form of servant ." What does that

mean ? That everything that belonged to

a servant as such, maintaining His own

unique position and glory (ever keep that

clear and distinct)-but all that belonged to

a servant, acting in subjection to the One

that sent Him, ministering by the power

of the Spirit as servant of God here, Christ,

in the perfection of the place that He took,

maintained that, and that it was part of the

emptying that He was pleased to undergo .

I think some of my beloved brethren for-

get that word and the force of it--that He

emptied (ἐκενωσε) Himself. We all know

what it is, and glory in the fact, that He

humbled Himself, but do notforget that He

emptied Himself. You find both there.

As God, He emptied Himself, as man He

humbled Himself. He emptied Himself

as God to become man, to enter into that
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position, to take that place, and to become

flesh--because that is really the word ; it

does not say He was " made ; " I do not

believe He was " made " anything--He

was pleased to become (έγενετο) flesh and

tabernacle amongst us, and we beheld His

glory. But, beloved friends, all this here

is closely in connection with that position

which He was pleased to take, and there-

fore be careful and jealous to maintain

both.

Now so far with regard to those two

points , and I think there is an immense

importance in both of them--the fact that

He was anointed and sealed by the Holy

Ghost for service, and also the fact that

the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness,

that He might there meet the great enemy

of God, and might meet him in conflict

there, and that in the first instance, before

destroying the works of the devil, He might

bind the strong man and then spoil his

goods .

Now let us look at the position that is

defined here ; and it is very touching to the
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heart to think that the blessed One was

pleased to take it. It says that He was

driven into " the wilderness, " that He was

in " the wilderness. " That is what every-

thing had become here in consequence of

sin. Sin had reduced this fair creation of

God to a wilderness, and the second Man

is found in the wilderness which the fall of

the first man created. The departure from

God of the first man made the circum-

stances into which the second Man was

pleased to come-namely, the wilderness.

You cannot conceive anything more

desolate, or more dreary, or anything

that more appeals to your heart as to the

loneliness and the solitude that this blessed

One was pleased to undergo in His pre-

paration for service. For all that is here

is preparatory to service.

And then, in order to increase and

enhance that picture, there is another

word, also peculiar to this Gospel of Mark,

and which you will not find in the other

gospels, that is, He was "with the wild

beasts." O beloved friends, think of that !
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Men were not His companions there ;

we do not read of human beings surround-

ing Him in that dreary solitude where He

underwent all this ; but He was " with the

wild beasts, " in order to give our hearts a

deeper sense of the loneliness and isolation

through which the great servant-prophet

passed in this preparatory moment ere He

definitely began His ministry. I believe

all this is crowded together into this scrip-

ture. He was in the wilderness, and alone

with the wild beasts.

،،

And now you get another word which I

want you to meditate upon for a moment—

forty days tempted of Satan. " I take it

that the evangelist brings our hearts into

connection with this fact, that during the

whole of those forty days He was under

the fierce fire of the great enemy of God

and man, alone in the desert, " tempted of

Satan. " O beloved friends, may our hearts

get, as it were, the sense of that. Think

of the grace of Him going into such a

position, that He might be the true and

real servant, that thus He commenced—
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because we have not as yet touched a

single part of His ministry directly. And

I believe you will find the ministry in

the Gospel of Mark is more of deeds than

words, that is to say, his gospel took the

character more of action than of words.

You will assuredly find His preaching, but

generally throughout the gospel it is His

mercy, His releasing mercy, His shewing

forth kindness and grace to every character

of need that He came in contact with,

loosening every chain, drying every tear

it was the acts of Jesus. I fear we forget

that sometimes, when we are thinking of

the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ,

because when we speak of ministry it is

more by word of mouth than it is in

act. But with Him it is more acts of

mercy and of kindness, acts of grace and

of power, in a scene of need and desola-

tion. And therefore I believe all this is

heaped before us, as it were, in these

verses .

There is another word I want to call

your attention to for a moment, and I
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do not think you will say it is unimportant

when we look at it. Notice the expressions

that are used. And oh ! beloved brethren,

do let us note these expressions of scrip-

ture, and that there is a design in using

expressions in certain places and changing

them in others. Look at that verse again,

" He was there in the wilderness forty

days, tempted of Satan." In the other

gospels, Matthew and Luke, it says, He

was " led up " in Matthew, and " led by

the Spirit " in Luke, to be tempted, not

" of Satan, " but " of the devil. " Now you

think perhaps that is unimportant ; and

you may think, also, such a distinction

is a little fine-drawing, and a little harping

upon words ? Well, beloved friends, it

cannot be if God is pleased to use one

word in one place and another in another.

And more than that, you must recollect

that there is a different meaning attached

to the word. And although it speaks of

that most hateful of all beings, and I

believe in my soul the most miserable

of all created beings as well, the devil,
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still " Satan " conveys to the mind and to

the heart a different aspect of his vileness

from what " the devil" does. Satan is the

adversary-that is the thought here he is

the adversary of God and man . Whereas

the devil is the slanderer and the accuser ;

he slandered God to man in Genesis iii. ,

and he slandered man to God in Job i.

He does both, he is the slanderer both of

God and men ; he is not only the father of

lies, but he is the great engine for propa-

gating slander. And that suggests a very

solemn reflection to my soul when I think

of it. A slander emanates distinctly from

the devil ; he is the father of slanders

as he is the father of lies. Now God

help us to remember that, beloved friends .

When you or I unwittingly, if God in His

grace does not keep us, permit ourselves to

pass on a slander, we are doing the devil's

vile work, we are, unwittingly perhaps,

allowing ourselves to be his emissaries and

his agents . How solemn ! I do not for a

moment mean to say, nor do I think that

any one of us, through God's infinite grace,
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would willingly permit it. I should not

like to think that of any Christian, and

by God's grace I do not think it of any

Christian. But then, beloved friends, there

is a point as to which our souls need to be

on the watch, because if you are not with

God, you are very likely to be used by the

devil ; that is the point, and therefore it

raises the question as to our moral con-

dition of soul. Because you may depend

upon it that if there are lodgings to be let

in your heart, the devil will find persons to

take them, mark that ! There is an im-

mensity in it-I am speaking now in

relation to ourselves-there is a great power

in being occupied with good. If the heart

is under the power of another object, and

is in the interests of another Master, and

in the secrets of another Lord, it is saved,

not by anything that is in itself, but by

the One who retains it in His interests.

If it is not, then there is one who is

the most acute and skilful observer of

people's ways-thank God ! he does not

know our thoughts, only God knows
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the thoughts of the heart-but the devil

knows your character from observing

your ways ; and if he sees that there is

that about you which he notices in your

actions, he says, That is the man that will

suit me for this vile business I have in

hand. Now that is very solemn for us,

and once again I ask you earnestly to

watch, remembering there is this adversary ;

he is against God, he is against Christ, he

is against us, he is against the truth, he is

against all that is good. It is a solemn

and striking word, " Your adversary, the

devil "-the slanderer, the propagator of

slander- " as a roaring lion walketh about,

seeking whom he may devour. "

Now here it is Satan, the adversary, and

suitably so in the gospel of Mark ; and he

confronts Jesus in this very moment when

He was anointed by the Spirit and saluted

from heaven ; here in the wilderness too,

with nothing to minister to Him, in isola-

tion and in dreary circumstances, then it is

Satan comes to oppose every inch of the

way with Him. I can well conceive how
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he would have said to himself, as it were :

No man has ever yet been able to stand

before me ; I worsted man in innocence ,

and I overcame servants of God after-

wards , and I am the conqueror of all. I

have no doubt he thought that in his

heart, and that all that is in this thought of

the adversary here. But now he meets

One who, whilst He is truly and really

man, was a contrast to all men as such.

I love that hymn of Hart's, though it

speaks of Him as a man in heaven.

“ A man there is , a real man." Ah ! there

is a real man in glory, as there was a real

man on earth, and the real man in glory

to-night is the Man that was down here in

reality on earth ; now, then, Satan meets

One who although He was a man, very

man and very God, was as a man a contrast

to every man. Mark does not give you

anything more than the mere fact, he does

not give you the details of the temptation,

he merely announces this fact, He was for

forty days tempted of Satan ; because, I

believe, the great point here was to shew
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that Christ went through it before His

direct service commenced. You get the

details in Luke in connection with His

perfection as a man in dependence and

obedience, and in Matthew you get the

details in relation to Him as Messiah ; but

in Mark it was enough to say that for

forty days He was tempted of Satan. The

fact was that before He dealt with people

under Satan's power He had confronted

the great adversary Himself, and He

came away victorious.

Then notice this-it is a beautiful touch

-" the angels ministered unto him. " Now

that did not go beyond His body and His

service, but note in connection with it the

contrast between the defeat of Adam and

the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

second Man out of heaven, over Satan--a

contrast, let me say, not only striking and

glorious, but full of comfort and consola-

tion to the heart. You remember how,

when Satan bore away the palm of victory

in Eden, the angels were, so to speak, the

ministers of that which followed in con
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sequence of that defeat ; there were cheru-

bim, and the " flaming sword which turned

every way, to keep the way of the tree of

life, " to bar man's return, so to speak.

Here, the second Man is the victor,

and the angels come and minister to

Him.

O beloved friends, these contrasts of

scripture are most blessed and most

precious ; they set Jesus before us, even

as man, in all the priceless preciousness of

His Person.

" The strong man in his armour

Thou mettest in Thy grace ;

Did'st spoil the mighty charmer

Of our unhappy race."

He was truly and really man, in Him

was seen manhood in perfection, a man

according to all God's thoughts and pur-

poses, a solitary man in all the blessedness

of the perfection of His perfect human

nature here in this world ; thus angels

come and minister to Him. This, then ,

is the preparation He was pleased to go

through and accept for this service.
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But now note for a moment more, the

next point here. He begins His ministry

at once. John is removed off the scene,

as far as the history is concerned, I mean

in the record of it, though not really till

afterwards. But the blessed Lord comes

Himself, and you will notice how beauti-

fully He commences His ministry. There

is a little word in the verse which gives

great emphasis and force to it. " Now

after that John was put in prison, Jesus

came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of

the kingdom of God, and saying, The

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God

is at hand ; repent ye, and believe the

gospel. "

This is the first precious note of His

ministry. And it is exceedingly interest-

- ing, too, in this way, because He says,

" The time is at hand. " There was no

more need for any delay ; He does not

bring in the law, John came in the way

- of righteousness to call attention to Him,

but you could not have any one calling

attention to Him when He appears on

コ

F
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the scene Himself. Jesus bears witness

to John : Jesus is " the truth. " You will

never find any one else said to be the

truth except Jesus. God is true, but you

will not find in scripture God spoken of

as the truth. Jesus is " the truth;" that

is, He is the declaration and display in

His own Person of everything that was

according to God. John was not

that, and no man was that ; but Jesus

is that, and therefore Jesus does bear

testimony to John, but John is not said

to have borne testimony to Christ ; he

called attention to Christ, and his ministry

was preparatory to Christ's coming, being

that of the messenger before His face,

and also because of the moral condition

in which Israel was . But Jesus is the

One who bore testimony. " I receive

not testimony from man, " He says, but

He bare testimony to the truth. He

is the truth, He is the One who dis-

plays things as they really are. Now

He says, " The time is come, " there is

no question of law now, there is no
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reason for delay. " The time is fulfilled,

and the kingdom of God is at hand ;

repent ye, and believe the gospel

literally, " cast yourselves on the gospel. "

ود

It would be beside my purpose to pursue

this in detail ; but I will say this, it is very

important to distinguish between the king-

dom of God and the perfection of the work

of our Lord Jesus Christ once for all. Do

not confound those two things, because

they are quite distinct. I will say enough

in passing to convey the distinction to you.

For instance, in speaking of the gospel of

our salvation, no person would ever say,

The gospel of everlasting salvation is at

hand. First of all, it would be unmeaning ;

and secondly, it would be untrue. You

can say, " The kingdom of God is at

hand, " because it was not yet established,

and His rejection put it, so to speak, in

abeyance. I do not go into the dispensa-

tional aspect in which it is set forth in the

Gospel of Matthew after His rejection,

but I am speaking of what the Lord

speaks of here. He does not speak of



68 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL .

the kingdom of heaven as such, but of

the kingdom of God, " the kingdom of

God is at hand "-it had not come, it

was about to come
“ repent ye, and

believe the gospel." But now, beloved

friends, when we come to speak of the

gospel of our salvation, or the gospel

of eternal salvation, that is not a thing

that is at hand, that is a thing that is

accomplished, that is a great reality that

subsists in virtue of what our Lord Jesus

Christ accomplished on Calvary's cross .

There is no question of " at hand " now ;

that is the great eternal "now," and the

great effects of that now for all that be-

lieve . " The kingdom of God " means that

God has claims and rights upon men, and

God will have that kingdom, His own king-

dom, established in power, and His rights

set up by-and by. But meanwhile, there

is the gospel of your salvation, which is

entirely distinct from the kingdom of God.
،،

،،
"

Repent, " He says, " and believe the

gospel."

Now that is the first note of the Lord's
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ministry ; He begins it now ; He preaches ;

He is the great preacher. It is very

blessed to think of the Lord Jesus Christ

preaching. I think there is not a preacher

here to-night whose heart ought not to be

touched with the blessed thought, that

our blessed Master and Lord was before

us in this great work. I think it is a won-

derful thought-the great prophet is the

great preacher in this world. What a

wonderful thing, and how little we think

about it oftentimes ! People talk about

preaching, and say, " Oh ! that is only the

■ gospel. " I am always grieved when that

is said . There is a solemn misapprehen-

sion somewhere low down with those who

say such things. It could never be a

small, light, insignificant thing, that which

is so distinctly the display of His own

nature who so loved the world that He

gave His only-begotten Son.

ゴ

You

There is one thing more I would dwell

on before passing to the next point.

do not read of preaching in the true sense

of it in the Old Testament. You find a
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law given there, and you find the proclama-

tion of the law and the heralding forth of

the commands of God upon men. But I

do not believe you read of preaching.

Why ? Because there was nothing to

preach. God was claiming and demanding

from men, and establishing His rights in

the claim ; but when God comes out, the

whole thing being completely ruined and

all gone, and when in the grace of His

own heart He brings in good news, then

you have something to preach, and then

you get preaching-I mean in the sense of

evangelising. There are two words in the

original-one is to proclaim as a herald,

and the other is to bring good tidings, and

that is what I mean by preaching, it is

evangelising. You may do that to one

person. Philip opened his mouth in the

desert, and evangelised Jesus to one man .

And the Lord was specially and distinctly

in that sense the great evangelist--I say it

with all reverence-He was the great

preacher .

Now the third point is to me very
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blessed, even that now He associates

others with Him in that work. Now that

ought to have a great charm for every ser-

vant of Christ ; it has, may I say, an un-

bounded charm for my heart. He is

pleased to associate others with Him, and

I want to call your attention to the way in

which He does it, and to see the difference

between it and all that prevails in the

world, and almost amongst ourselves.

It is not a personal call here ; that is

elsewhere ; here it is the ministerial call ,

the call to service . I beseech you earnestly

to take note of that. It is not the call of

persons to find their part in Christ and to

find Christ everything ; it is the ministerial

call. You find the personal call in John i. ,

and the ministerial call is here in Mark.

And notice what it says-a beautiful word.

Is it, " Go out and preach ye " ? Not a

word of it. " Go out into the streets and

lanes " ? Not word as to that yet.

" Come ye after me." O the sweetness of

that! Ah ! beloved fellow servants of

Christ, that must be before all service to

a
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men. It must be first to Him in our own

souls, “ Come ye after me "-this is the

school, this is the college, this is the train-

ing-house, this is where everything is

adjusted, " Come ye after me." Is it not

the case for we give it all against our-

selves that that element is sadly wanting

oftentimes in our ministry ? Do not we

very often leave the impression upon the

hearts of those that hear us that we have

not been very much with the Master ?

" Come ye after me, " He says-that is

first. Oh, the loveliness of that is beyond

all expression . And mark what follows,

" And I will make you to become fishers of

men "-how instructive that is to us !--that

is to say, I will train you. There is only One

that knows the art, and that is Jesus.

There is but one blessed Master of the art

of catching men, and that is Jesus. Thank

God that He trains others in His grace,

" I will make you to become. " But it is

" after me " where all that intuition is

gone into ; it is " after me where all that

is picked up, where all that is learnt ;

ود
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He educates, He is the One that initiates,

" I will make you to become fishers of

men."

I do not dwell upon the figure, but I am

sure you know the pains, and the care,

and the patience, and all that is necessary

to make a man a really good skilful angler.

And do you not know what a difficult

thing it is to win persons ? Is it not too

often that we try to drive people ? God

knows it is not very difficult to repel

people, though sometimes it would seem

from the very earnestness with which

people set themselves to it, that they think

it is a hard thing to do. It is very easy to

wound, to repel, to knock down; but to

win, and, may I say also, to warm, and to

catch-these are the words here in the

gospel, “ I will make you to become fishers

ofmen."

And observe this one word of the

Saviour here, " come. " That is a word

you constantly find, " come. " Oh the

power that there was in that word ! And

I will say more-oh the charm there was
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in that word! How that word must have

fallen on their ears ! Some of us, I fear,

prefer the word, " claim " ; but as for me I

love that word " charm. " But I think I

hear you say, Does not the Lord claim

you ? Ah ! but does He not charm you ?

They were charmed, and that is exactly

what you find. And " immediately, " you

get the word of Mark again, immediately

they left property, ship, father, nets, every-

thing. Now take particular note of this.

Do not think for a moment that those men

were idle, men that had nothing to do. I

was struck with this in coming along to

speak to you to- night-all these men were

busy men, every one of them was occupied ;

it was not that they were do-nothings ;

for my part, I cannot, beloved friends, see

where the virtue is in people that are do-

nothings. Not one of those men were of

that character ; they were all engaged with

their nets, or their fishing, or with their

father, either drawing the nets, or mending

the nets ; they were all engaged in some

way or another with their occupation. But
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oh ! there was a heavenly charm in that

" come " from those precious lips of the

Lord Jesus Christ, out of heaven, " and

so all was left the father, the nets, the

fishing, everything.

Again once more, remember they were

not called to great office, to a high position,

nothing of the kind, beloved friends.

Assuredly catching fish was a great deal

more lucrative than catching men, as far as

that goes, far more would be made out of

fish-catching ; but that was not the point.

There was no consideration with regard to

the lucrativeness of it, or with regard to

their position. As a matter of fact, the

position was a far lower one than the one

they were leaving, for they were to be the

off-scouring of all things-despised, re-

jected, hated, like their Master, to receive

the portion He got in this world. But

that only enhances this to my heart, for

though they were called out into a position

which would expose them to all the hatred

that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself had,

and to all the thanklessness of this world,
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sad though it be to say it, even of those

who profess to belong to Him, still to come

after Him was the highest glory. In that,

without a question, they were recompensed,

to come after Him, and learn His skilful

love and grace, and catch men for Him-

that was all. O may He give our hearts

that are in any poor way allowed to be in

His service here to-night to do likewise .

I hold it a sacred responsibility to say to

you, I do not believe in my soul that there

is a child of God here in this company to-

night that He would not privilege to be a

servant with Him in some way, if only the

heart be true to Him. I hope my beloved

brethren will allow me to say that, for I do

believe we need to be thus reminded.

Thank God He has His servants here in

this poor world, and earnest servants too ;

but the heart longs to see more of them,

to see the number increased. I believe

there is not one here to-night that is not

privileged, through His grace, to be in

some sense a servant of Christ, under

Christ, assuredly not all in the same way,
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that could not be, but all servants in some

wayhaving something to do for Him. And

oh ! who can express the sweetness of it !

You say, What can I do ? Listen to me--

there is a hovel away down in one of those

miserable streets, and in a back room in it,

there is a poor thing lying upon a pallet of

straw ; go and win her heart for Jesus

Christ. Will you do that ? I feel, beloved

friends, we need a little melting and thaw-

ing of the heart as to this. And when I

think of the service here of the great

Master and the great Servant, and when I

think of His work amongst men, and how

He was distinctly the servant of God, I

do feel how the Lord would touch the

hearts of His people here, first of all and

most of all by " Come ye after me. " I

believe there is the lack. If you would

only go after Him, He would give you

something to do. Only keep His com-

pany, only follow Him, and you would

learn the skill of love from Him ; and your

heart will never be satisfied and will never

rest until it is in some way expressing the



78 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL.

grace and kindness of His heart among

men . I do not say " for men," because I

think that is a caricature of service, and a

gross caricature as well, which, whatever

else it does, leaves all of Christ out and

only thinks of men, and I would desire for

myself and for you to be kept as far from

that as possible. But let us hear Him

say, " Come ye after me, " and then it is

after Him, and for Him, and to Him.

And now may God in His infinite grace

bless the few thoughts that have come

before us this night, and make them pre-

paratory by His grace to our looking

further at the precious acts of mercy of our

Lord Jesus Christ, for His name's sake .

38



HIS MINISTRY.

MARK 1. 21-38 .

We have arrived, beloved friends, this

evening, by God's help, at the actual

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. We

were considering together the last two

evenings His preparation for service-not

only how He was greeted from heaven and

sealed as Jehovah's servant in relation to

His service, but how also He specially

met Satan at the commencement of it, in

the wilderness, with the wild beasts, in all

that made the scene itself weird and deso-

late to Him ; further we thought of the

contrast to the manner and way in which

we find Adam the first man presented to

us in Genesis in the garden of Eden. And

more than all, we dwelt on the contrast in

Jesus the victorious Man, and the minis-

tery of angels to Him, which did not go

beyond His body, as soon as ever the
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temptation was ended. And then we had

last week as well how He associated others

with Him, and how His call (and I love to

dwell upon it again for a moment) charmed

them ; " Come ye after me " was enough.

a

And I would again repeat, beloved

friends, to you, a point I think of the very

greatest moment, and specially for us to

remember, and that is that not one of those

whom the Lord calls ministerially here

were idle men. I tried to shew you that

this is the ministerial call, not the personal

call. The personal call of course must

precede the ministerial call. Does that

sound strange ? Is there then such

thing as a call to the ministry ? Assuredly

there is . There is such a thing as being

sent on the service of the Lord, “ How

shall they preach except they be sent ? ”

Sometimes, I think, beloved friends, that

is in danger of being a little forgotten.

However genuine and however true a

desire may be and God fosters it, and

may He foster it more in every heart-yet

a true desire does not of necessity suppose
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a divine call. I quite admit that there

would be, along with the divine call, a

genuine and truly spiritually fostered

desire, but there must be a distinct call,

there must be a distinct mission.

And more (and may God help us to

remember it in these days) this mission is

a mission distinctly from heaven. And if

you want to find the great type of it, and

the one in whom it was first of all, so to

speak, exhibited, take the history of Saul

of Tarsus, and see what was said to him,

and how he recounts it in the first moments

of his conversion, when God said to him,

" Taking thee out," that is the force of the

word " delivering," " taking thee out from

the people, " that is, from the Jews, " and

from the Gentiles, to whom now I send

thee. " So that he was positively cut off

from all nationality upon earth, and from

all connection, so to speak, with the scene

here, before he was regularly sent back

into it. But he came back into it from

heaven, and in all the endowments of

heaven ; and that is what true ministry

G
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according to God is now. True ministry

according to God's mind is a ministry from

heaven for people down here in this

world.

Now I am led to that, you see, in this

way, in speaking of the Lord's call of these

disciples here. He called them to follow

Him in ministry, so that He associates

them with Himself in the service that He

came to perform for God, whose servant

He was Jehovah's servant specially, though

the servant to all in this world as well.

Now we had that last Wednesday even-

ing, how they went, how they followed,

how they left. But let us dwell upon this

one point still further for a moment, for I

would like to reiterate it as earnestly as I

can-that all those persons who were thus

called and sent by Him were every one of

them occupied with something or another

previously ; they were not idle men that

had nothing to do. One was casting the

net, another was mending nets, others were,

in filial respect and reverence, ministering

to their father Zebedee ; but whatever it
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was, they were all found at some occupa-

tion, and they were called in the charm of

that blessed word of Christ, " Come ye

after me. " That indeed loosed all ties,

and, thank God, it does so now. And,

beloved friends, we do not for one moment

question the claims of Christ ; we know the

word is a familiar word, and a favourite

word in people's mouths ; but let us love

to proclaim His charms ; there are charms.

No doubt there are claims ; but charms-

O how blessed ! " Come ye after me

was that charm ; and they left everything,

they forsook all, nets, fish, father, every-

”

thing.

Now let us look for a little to-night at

what we may call in these verses the

ministry proper ; we have reached the

ministry proper now. And the first thing

you find here is the directness, the rapidity,

the quickness, the absence of all delay, that

characterised Him as the great servant of

Jehovah. And hence you find that word

that we have seen is continually used all

through this gospel of Mark, that is to say,
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" straightway, " " directly," " immediately, "

" quickly "-there is only one word in the

original , but it is translated in many ways ;

but it all points to no lingering, no hesita-

tion, no procrastination, but to the quick-

ness, the rapidity, so to speak, the

directness of the true servant, whose whole

thought, and mind, and heart is bent upon

the service to be performed. And so we

are told here that immediately He enters

into the synagogue and teaches.

And look at the place spoken of, because

it is not a little important to find this very

place, Capernaum, coming before us in

connection with the ministry of the Lord.

It casts a very interesting light on the

woes pronounced by the Lord on some of

these cities, " Woe unto thee, Chorazin ;

woe unto thee, Bethsaida, " " and thou,

Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven."

Now it is a very remarkable thing to find,

in connection directly with His service,

that the very place that witnessed, so to

speak, the first goings forth of His wonder-

working power, and also His words, the
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teaching, ofthe great servant-prophet in this

world, was this very place Capernaum. And

it was that which peculiarly constituted

Capernaum's great exaltation ; it was

exalted to heaven-how ? Because it

witnessed His mightiest works, it was per-

mitted to see the divine manifestation of

power that was in the words as well as in

the works of our Lord Jesus Christ. And

hence it was privileged. But Matthew xi. ,

where this very verse I have quoted occurs,

shews you how little they profited by it,

and shews how it was all, so to speak,

bestowed upon them in vain. And it was

at that intensely interesting moment of His

blessed history here in this world, when, as

it were, everything had failed around Him,

when the cities where His mightiest works

were done, did not repent, when John

doubted Him as to whether He was really

the Messiah or not, when there was not

anything to minister to Him-it was, I say,

at that moment, which brings Capernaum

before His mind, that Jesus says, “ I thank

thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
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because thou hast hid these things from

the wise and prudent, and hast revealed

them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so

it seemed good in thy sight. All things

are delivered unto me of my Father. "

You can see at once what a place of

responsibility that puts Capernaum into,

what exaltation it received from the very

fact of this privilege. And, beloved

friends, so it is now. Increase the grace,

multiply the privileges, afford the oppor-

tunities, and you correspondingly lay those

on whom such favours are bestowed under

immense responsibility. It is always so ; it

is privilege that really creates responsibility.

You must ever keep the two together.

Let privilege be bestowed, then responsi-

bility is created. Increase divine oppor-

tunities, and favours, and blessings, and

you correspondingly must look for all that

which would naturally be expected to come

forth from them. So it was here with

Capernaum ; and I only mention it because

I think it is striking to find this city con-

fronting us at the very first in connection
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with the great service of our Lord Jesus

Christ.

Now mark what is said directly about

His ministry there. It says, " they were

astonished at his doctrine. " Why ? What

was there peculiar to the doctrine of our

Lord Jesus Christ as the great servant

prophet ? This that He taught with au

thority. Now I believe, beloved friends,

that is peculiar to Christ. I do not

question for a moment that every servant

of Christ to-day is bound to speak accord-

ing to the written word of God ; and if

there be any power or any force in the

utterances of any of God's messengers,

that force and that power are all derived

from the fact that they are giving utterance

to what God Himself has propounded in

His own word. This is the true force of

the testimony and witness of every faithful

servant of Christ to-day. It is very

different with the words of the prophets in

olden times, though I could not say they

spoke with authority as our Lord Jesus

Christ did. For instance, how interesting
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it is to remember that prophet after prophet

gave forth their utterances in this way,

" Thus saith the Lord,” “ The mouth ofthe

Lord hath spoken it. " They begin and

they end the whole roll of their prophecy

with utterances of that kind. You never

find that in our Lord Jesus Christ's words .

" Verily, verily, I say unto you " -is very

different, that is what I mean by authority ;

and that I believe is the true signification

of authority here, namely, that He spoke,

not merely as the servant of Jehovah in

this world-because He is the servant-pro-

phet in this gospel-but albeit that He

was the true servant-prophet and main-

tained that place distinctly all through, and

never left the place of subjection and

dependence as man or as servant, yet, at

the same time, He was “ very God of very

God. " And even in the lowly place He

was pleased to take in the grace that

marked the humiliation of the position and

the servant's form that He was pleased to

assume-there was this grand and blessed

contrast between His utterances and those
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of every other servant before and since,

that Jesus spoke with authority, because He

was God. And that is what amazed them

and aroused inquiry here in their syna-

gogue. Mark what they say, " What new

doctrine is this ? " Now it would not have

been a new doctrine to them, to hear a

person saying, " Thus saith the Lord God, "

or saying, " This shall come to pass, for

the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. " But

to hear One speaking as the Great I Am, as

God, commanding as God, announcing as

God, revealing as God, uttering as God, that

was what was new. And oh ! it is well we

should cherish in our souls these contrasts

between Christ and all else. I long that

we should be equally balanced, for I con

fess to you I am afraid lest we should lose

it on one side or the other. Let us always

hold fast-and we cannot hold it too

tenaciously fast-what I am pressing upon

you now ; but let us equally hold fast the

other, that although He was the mighty

God, and spoke as God, and revealed His

mind, yet still He did take the place and
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position of servant as Man ; and that

whilst He was never less in the glory of

His divine nature as God, He was equally

never less than the perfect subject Man .

Beloved brethren, our place by His

grace is , neither to confound the person,

nor divide the substance, but reverently to

hold fast both . Now what we find is, that

there are those who are ready to part with

either the one or the other. And I believe

that, where the spiritual mind, the mind of

the Spirit of God in the child of God,

shews itself is, in being able to see where

He is presented in the glory of His person

either as God or man I believe true

spirituality consists in the adoring discern-

ment by the Holy Ghost of the mind of

God, specially in relation to the presenta-

tion of the truths that lie around the person

of our Lord Jesus Christ .

Now let me call your attention to

another word for a moment. It is said

that " He taught them as one having

authority, and not as the scribes. " You

will bear with me in saying it, but to my
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mind the most contemptible kind of people

that were ever in this world were the

scribes. And I am prepared to tell you why.

I was reading not very long since, and

the passage struck me greatly, the account

of the blessed One's coming down here

into this world, His having been pleased

to become man, and reading it in the

gospel that presents Him in Jewish con-

nections too. And I do not know any

passage that gives us the true character of

these men, and shews them exactly as they

are, like that passage which tells us of the

conversation that took place between Herod

the king and those scribes. They could

tell accurately everything about the birth

of Jesus, they were conversant with

all the facts of the Old Testament pro-

-phecies, they were the keepers of the law,

the copyists of the law, and they read

and expounded the law ( I believe they are

the same persons that are called " doctors

of the law ") , there was not a recondite

mystery connected with the law that these

scribes could not unravel before men ; but,1
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with all that, they had not the smallest

personal interest in the things themselves.

That is what they were. May God keeер

us from being scribes ! They could descant

upon the prophecies, could tell the place

where Christ was to be born-they did-

they could quote the very words of scrip-

ture, they were as clear, as it is said, as the

moon, but as cold; their hearts were not on

fire. What did they care about Jesus of

Nazareth, what concern had they about

the truths that connected themselves with

Him ? They were simply there as the

formal, cold exponents of the law and

the prophets. That is why I affirm that

the scribes were a despicable class of

men. And therefore you see the contrast

in a moment. " He taught them as one

that had authority, and not as the scribes. "

The scribes had no authority ; they were

merely copyists, they only repeated the

thing. And not only this, but what

characterised the scribes was their per.

verse rendering of the law, their fanci-

ful inventions oftentimes, their perverted
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notions, the manner in which they twisted

things and manufactured things according

to the sentiments and working of their

own minds. They could argue, but they

could not reveal ; Jesus revealed ; He taught

them as one having authority, and not as

the scribes . "

So far in connection with what I call

His words of authority. That is the first

thing that marked His ministry, though I

believe, as I have already stated, that

the ministry of the great prophet was

more in works of mercy than even in

words of mercy, though, thank God, there

were both.

Now let us look for a moment at these

works of authority here, because that is

what comes next. Just read the verses

again, and mark the way it is presented.

" And there was in their synagogue a man

with an unclean spirit ; and he cried out,

saying, Let us alone." It is not a little

remarkable that immediately upon the

impression which His authority produces

in word, Satan confronts Him through.
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one of his emissaries. No sooner is there

amazement at His word of power than

the demoniac comes at once upon the

scene . How striking ! This man was a

possession of Satan, an agent of Satan,

and was under the thraldom of Satan.

And you will observe how that all that

characterised a man under the possession

and power of Satan, is presented in

very solemn way here : " he cried out."

O the awful despair of devils and of

the devil ! I believe there are many

demoniacs, but there is only one devil.

Therefore this man is spoken of as a

demoniac, he is an emissary of the devil,

an emissary of the great opposer and slan-

derer of God and men : as I was saying to

you last week, Satan is all that. And so

here you find all the elements of misery

and of wretchedness about this poor de-

moniac, a poor devil-possessed man. Look

at the words of misery for a moment. “ He

cried out, saying, Let us alone ; what have

we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth ?

art thou come to destroy us ? I know thee
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who thou art, the Holy One of God."

Dear friends, it is very solemn to think

that it was only man that did not own

Him. Devils owned Him, disease owned

Him, sickness fled, misery gave way ; but

man alone would not own Him. Winds

and waves obeyed Him, all the whole

power and course of nature bowed to

Him ; but not man. Is there not some-

thing very solemn in that ? There is to

me something unearthly and weird in that

cry of the devil here, " Art thou come

to destroy us ? " Oh ! think of that lament.

The destroyer even to the utmost of his

power resents interference with his domain,

" Art thou come to destroy us ? I know

thee who thou art, the Holy One of God

-a recognition which the Lord does not

accept. He will not accept such homage,

the acknowledgment of the devil. I be-

lieve it was the very same spirit that was

produced in His servant in after years,

when Paul would not accept the patronage

of the Pythoness. I believe it was the

spirit of Jesus Christ in His servant that

"
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refused to be announced about the place by

the girl possessed with a spirit of divination.

" These men are the servants of the most

high God, which shew unto us the way of

salvation ; " and the blessed servant, follow-

ing the example of his Master, acts there

just as Jesus does here. Jesus says, and it

is a very strong word, an important word,

" Hold thy peace, " literally, “ Be muzzled."

You will find the same word in Mark iv. ,

used in another connection, in reference to

the Lord Jesus Christ stilling the tempest.

He binds the winds, as it were ; precisely

the same word in the original. " He arose

and rebuked the wind, and said unto the

sea, Peace, be still, " be silent. And so

here, just as if it were a wild beast that

was being subdued and overmastered by a

superior power, He who was ever tender

and gracious in all His ways and works

and words in the midst of men, speaks

with a stern coldness here to Satan, “ Be

muzzled [φιμώθητι], and come out of him. "

(See 1 Cor. ix 9 and 1 Tim. v . 18 ; the

citation is from the LXX. of Deut . xxv. 4.)
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And so you have in act and fact the

display not merely of the word of au-

thority, but of the work of power. The

word of authority called attention to Him,

and now the outstretched arm is as mighty

to deliver from Satan's power as the lips of

grace were ready to proclaim grace on

every side, " Hold thy peace and come

out of him. "

Satan, the devil, bowed before that

authority, but yet exhibited the frenzy that

is peculiar to him, whilst owning the defeat

that he suffered at the hand of the God

Man. We read that when he had torn

him, he came out ; that is to say, he

exhibited the hatred of his nature, the

terrible violence of his will, both against

God and man. Satan always does that,

and yet at the same time was overpowered

and bound. Because the obedience of the

perfect Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, binds

the strong man, and then his goods are

spoiled. The strong man owns the power

of the binder, and is obliged to let free the

- captives of his hands, and to loose the

H
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chains that he had tied around them in

this world, though at the same time ex-

hibiting all the malignity of his nature : he

tore him.

Now observe one thing more. " And

when the unclean spirit had torn him, and

cried with a loud voice, he came out of

him. And they were all amazed, inso-

much that they questioned among them-

selves, saying, What thing is this ? what

new doctrine is this ? for with authority

commandeth he even the unclean spirits,

and they do obey him." Oh how blessed,

beloved friends, it is to think of Him !

How blessed to dwell upon these wonder-

working powers of mercy in our Lord

Jesus Christ to poor things afflicted by

Satan.

There is one little point that suggests

itself to my mind just at this stage of

our meditations, namely-that in the

Epistle to the Ephesians you see the

very principle brought out afterwards by

the servant that was exhibited here by

the blessed Master Himself. Here He
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first of all confronts Satan-though we

= have not the details of it in Mark, yet

we have the fact of the temptation--and

having confronted Satan, having been

victorious over him. having bound him

by obedience, then He becomes the de-

liverer of those who were under his power.

Now it is a very interesting point for our

hearts to remember that that is exactly

- the way in which the gifts of ministry in

- Ephesians are presented to us, that the

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ in the

world to-day is presented exactly in that

connection. For what has He done ?

" When he ascended up on high, he led

captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men,"

that is to say, He takes out from under

the power of the devil poor things like you

and me that were once his slaves, held in

captivity and in chains by him, and then is

pleased to use us against the very power

that previously held us Now it is most

blessed and most interesting to see ministry

in that connection . He breaks the thral-

dom and the chains of Satan's power over
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the poor slaves and vessels of his will and

malignity, and having broken that power

and delivered them from it, He takes them

up to use them for Himself, according to

His own love and heart against the very

power that formerly held them in captivity.

And we can see the forecast, the announce-

ment of it. as it were, in the ministry of

the great servant-prophet Himself in this

very first instance.

But there was not only the subjection of

Satan and of demons to Him, but we find

even more in connection with His works

of mercy. After this, we see sickness

coming before Him, and sickness in an

individual case, and then a number of cases

of disease brought together, what we might

call a considerable company of impotent

folk. Now why is this special peculiar

case presented here ? It is the very scrip-

ture which lets us into the understanding

of the mind of God that Peter, who was

supposed to have been the founder of the

Papacy, and to have been at Rome for that

very purpose, was really an apostle who
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was a married man. That is the object, I

believe, of its being brought in here

specially. It is an instance of the mercy

and power of our Lord Jesus Christ ; but

it so happens that it was Peter's wife's

mother who was sick of a fever. It is not

said what the nature of the fever was ;

Luke iv. 38, with the exact diagnosis of

one who was a physician, still guided by

the Holy Ghost, calls it a great (μεγάλῳ)

fever. It is enough for us that it was a

severe sickness, and that all sickness and

feebleness of disease are part of the fruit

and misery of sin in this world. But this

I do know-and that is what I think is so

blessed, however grievous the case might

be, and however difficult, or as men would

say hard, there was no case that was not

all easy to Him. And therefore we find

what might be called the most extreme

cases, the most severe cases presented

where His works of mercy and of power

are before us, to shew the blessedness and

the might , as well as the grace, and the

love of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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But there are two little touches here that

are peculiar to Mark, which I should like

to dwell upon for a little. "Anon they

tell him of her. " O how sweet that is ! I

know nothing more precious than the holy

familiarity that existed between the Lord

Jesus and poor things like ourselves in this

world ; and not only that, beloved friends,

but His precious accessibility. A man has

a sick mother-in-law, or a sick child, or

a daughter dying, and they are all wel-

comed to the most accessible of men here.

They can all go to Him ; there was nothing

about Him that repelled, I say it with all

holy reverence, there was no cold distance

or reserve about our precious Lord Jesus

Christ. Truly He was , even in His

human nature here, in its perfection, very

man amongst men, a solitary man as well,

yet was He the most accessible of all, who

were by this, as it were, attracted to Him, all

were made torealise how welcome they were

to Him ; there was that confidence which

I am convinced was impressed upon them

by the perfection of His own nature and
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love, so that they could go and pour out

their plaint into His gracious ear : “ Anon

they tell him of her. " Now I would ask

our hearts here to-night, if we are practised

in that holy confidence in Him now ? Do

we know what it is to tell Him of our sick-

ness and our weakness, of our sorrows and

our trials, of our pains and pressures ? Do

we bring them to Him, as far more inter-

ested in them than even we are. It may

be that we might think, who could be so

interested in a dying wife, or a sick child,

or an aged father, as a husband, or a

father, or a son, or a daughter ? Ah ! there

is One more interested, and that is our

Lord Jesus Christ. " Anon they tell him

of her. " O the beauty of those words !

Do they not remind the heart of another

portion of this blessed book, which has been

such a prop and stay to many an anxious

and sorrowing heart, namely, that precious

passage in the Epistle to the Philippians,

where the apostle by the Spirit says,

careful for nothing ;" difficult words we

often think, as many a time we have

Be



104 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL.

looked at them, " Be careful for nothing."

Now, perhaps, I may be speaking to some

poor afflicted heart here to-night. There

may be just such a pressure as I have

described hanging upon your poor heart,

or you may have a greater sorrow than

that pressing you down perhaps, God

only knows. But I am conscious of

this, that there are numbers of people

in this great city to-night whose circum-

stances are such as at any rate humanly

speaking to cause them abundant anxiety,

and yet if they belong to Him, here is His

word, " Be careful for nothing." Then,

do you ask, how can that ever be brought

about ? What panacea is there that can

discharge that load of care from my heart ?

Here it is, beloved friends, “ In every-

thing, by prayer and supplication, with

thanksgiving, let your requests be made

known unto God." I think " made known "

there is exactly like " anon they tell him of

her " here . There is a heart up there in

heaven to whom you can communicate it

all , and all you need is, in the confidence of
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the love that is there, just go and tell Him

of it. Remember this, He knows it long

before. Do not be under any deception

as to that. You are not informing Him as

to anything ; He knows it. But yet tell

Him of it, He loves to hear, make it

known to Him, pour it out to Him. O,

beloved friends, we would encourage one

another little more in those holy

excrcises. O, that we knew what it was

in our distress, and wants, and needs,

just to turn to Jesus in the first place!

How often we think of human aids , and

human helps, and human arms. Alas !

these are the first things that come into

our mind oftentimes. If we are in distress ,

and difficulty, and sorrow, we think of

what we can do, and how we can get

help, and we run here and there and

everywhere else ; but how blessed : " Anon

they tell him of her. " Now that is pecu-

liar to Mark, and I earnestly call your

attention to it.

The other word that is found here is also

peculiar to Mark, and is one that shews
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the beautiful perfection of the servant—

the man, and yet the servant. It says,

" He took her by the hand. " Oh ! that

is so exquisitely tender ; and yet there

is a power too-there is also a skill about

it. Did not He know how to grasp that

hand ? Do not you think that that touch

was the tenderest touch that could be con-

ceived to that poor, sick, fever-stricken

woman there ? I have often thought when

I have been speaking about the good

Samaritan-the Lord Jesus Christ in

figure, the unknown stranger, out of

sight and out of mind--a certain Samaritan,
،،

as he journeyed "--from heaven to earth,

" came where he was , and when he saw

him, he had compassion on him, and bound

up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine "--

I have often thought there was only one

hand that could touch those wounds, the

hand of our Lord Jesus Christ . And

therefore I believe that little word is

brought out here, and it is exceedingly

precious, " He took her by the hand."

And then we read of her, that " im-



HIS MINISTRY. 107

mediately the fever left her. " Now man

is pretty well up in the healing art, but

he cannot do what we have here. There

is an immensity of skill in healing just

now, but there is nothing like this " im-

mediately." That is peculiar to divine

power, though it was divine power minis-

tered by and witnessed in the servant-

man.

One word more before we leave that--

" she ministered to them." I do not be-

lieve she went about the place as a great

preacher. I do not believe there was any-

thing of that kind. The words have not

got that on their surface or in their sub-

stance ; but I believe that she arose in

all the beautiful simplicity, but in all the

beautiful reality, and in all the beautiful

retirement that marked her position, to

minister to them, and now she that was

fever-stricken is relieved and raised, and

instead of being ministered to she is

ministering .

And then we read of the other cases.

There were numbers brought when the



108 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL.

sun was down ; and there is one point

in the verses I desire to dwell upon.

" And at even, when the sun did set,

they brought unto him all that were

diseased, and them that were possessed

with devils. And all the city was gathered

together at the door. And he healed

many that were sick of divers diseases,

and cast out many devils ; and suffered

not the devils to speak, because they knew

him. " So that you find what I have just

referred to, namely, how perfect all His

works of power were just as perfect as

His words of authority . Works of power

and words of power marked His ministry.

Now the last point I will bring before

you to-night is this. In the middle of that

activity, and with all that pressing, surging

need of men upon Him, we come to one

of the most beautiful of touches, one of

the most beautiful of scenes , Rising up

a great while before day "--ah ! what a

rebuke to many of us that is. I know

all are not able, beloved friends, I do

not want to be extreme, I know all cannot

،،
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do it--happy the man that can, that is

all I say. " Rising up a great while before

day "-- " a great while "--do you see the

way Mark puts it before you ? Distinct-

ness of narrative is one of the peculiarities

of Mark, he lets you into the scene, as

it were, he makes the thing living before

you. Hence you get " rising up a great

while before day, " going into a desert

place, there alone, and praying. You see

how he draws attention to all the important

points in this great retirement of Jesus

Christ here ! And how suitable that the

one who depicts for us His activity should

also shew His retirement, His solitude.

How blessed to dwell upon the solitude

of Jesus ! God in His infinite grace and

mercy help us to tread softly here. Let

no rude step intrude here, and no specula-

tion. But what I do say to you--and

to myself--is this ; and I believe it is

the lesson God would have us learn

from it--If He who was very God as

well as very man, but who ever kept the

place ofperfect man inthis world, and perfect
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subjection as servant as well -if He, in the

midst of His activities of mercy, in the

midst of His wonder working powers of

grace here in this world, sought the solitude

of the mountain side, and the lonely place,

and the desert, and prevented the dawning

of the day if He, who possessed all things,

bent His knee and prayed, how much

more you and I ! To me it is a wonderful

thing to think of the possessor of every-

thing, bowing His knee in prayer. I go

no further than that. I confess to you

honestly, it is a subject where one takes

one's shoe from off the foot, and worships.

But this I do say, and I feel certain, that

this is its voice to us . I see His perfection

in it, I see the perfection of the place He

took in this, I see the glory of His depen-

dent manhood, and I see the glory of His

perfect subjection as servant in it ; but

speaking now of ourselves, and speaking

especially of those who serve the Lord in

any way, but speaking to all, I say, O, dear

friends , how is the river of life in us to be

supplied, what springs are to feed it, if we
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neglect this ? Where is the supply to come

from if we do not have it first given us ?

That is what I think is so solemn, and

particularly in this busy day, when every .

thing is at high pressure speed, and when

there is no time almost to draw one's

breath. Ah ! and that too gets into the

church of God just as much as it pervades

the world. O, what a thing it is to " pre-

vent, " if we can, the dawning of the day.

I love that word in the Psalms. “ Mine

eyes prevent the night watches, that I

might meditate in thy word. " And here

we find the great prophet, " a great while

before day, " seeking the solitudes of the

desert and there praying-how blessed !

May God give us to lay that to heart and

think of it, and to adore Him for the per-

fection of the grace that is presented in

such a scene.

One word more on this point. Not only

do we find this here in the progress of His

ministry, and in the midst of His activity,

but you remember the very same thing in

the garden of Gethsemane, “ He kneeled
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down and prayed." Would to God that

we kneeled down a little more in our

public meetings and prayed. It is not

without reason that that is presented,

" He kneeled down." " Oh ! " you say,

" but you are making a great deal of the

attitude. " Am I ? Is there nothing in it ?

Could I make too much of it when He did

it ? Is it for no reason that it is said, “ He

kneeled down ? "-are not subjection and

dependence expressed in attitude as much

as in fact.

And then I call your attention to one

other point for a moment--He is here in-

truded upon. And there was always that

rude want of spiritual refinement which

constantly broke in on the blessed Lord

and Master in the course of His ministry

here. And so here a very strong word is

used. Simon and others pursued Him,

for that is the meaning of the word.

The word that is used here only occurs in

this place in Mark in the whole of the New

Testament. It is, generally speaking, used

in a bad sense. The only place that I
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know of where it is used in a good sense is

in the Septuagint version of Psalm xxiii.,

" Surely goodness and mercy shall pursue

me." It is the same word here that the

Septuagint translates pursue. " They

broke in on His retirement. And do you

notice what they say to Him ? “ All seek

thee ." There is a sort of sadness about that,

just as if though He was in retirement, and

solitude, and prayer-just as if He could

forget any one, just as if He could neglect

any one. There is something peculiarly

sad to me in that word of Peter's to Him,

" All seek thee." And mark, beloved

friends, His reply, I think it is very

significant . He says, “ Let us go into the

next towns." How different that is from

what pervades so-called Christendom to-

day ! O, how different ! He would not

be made the centre of admiring multitudes ;

He would not be, as it were, placed upon

a pinnacle by men for fame in that way.

I feel that I have His authority from His

word for saying this, that nothing repelled

the Lord Jesus Christ more than mere
I
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sensationalism . Misery attracted Him,

wretchedness drew Him, but sensational-

ism, and all that spirit that works in so-

called religion to day, repelled Him. And

is it not well for us to remember that word

in these days of demonstrations, and con-

ventions, and missions, and armies, “ Let

us go into the next towns, that I may

preach there also, for therefore came I

forth ? "

May God, by His grace and Spirit, just

give our hearts to ponder and weigh these

beautiful ways of the great servant-prophet,

for His name's sake !
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(MARK I. 40-45 ; LEV. XIII. 45, 46.)

THERE was nothing, beloved brethren,

that was more dreadful to a Jew than

leprosy. The very mention of the dreaded

name produced a horror in his mind.

It was stealthy in its beginning, but it was

irresistible in its progress ; and the peculiar

nature of it was, that it thoroughly and

entirely mastered the whole subject of it

until every part was corrupt. And another

feature likewise connected with it, that

is well for us to bear in mind, so that

we may learn a little as to what is pre-

sented in scripture by the disease itself

was this, that at first it seemed trivial

in appearance, that of which we might call

small consequence and small moment in

the appearance ; but with the deadliest

and most awful results sooner or later

to be developed. And more than that,

the children of the one afflicted with
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leprosy were doomed to the disease. Now

what do all these things point us to ? Be

assured it is not merely the question of the

disease itself, or of how the blessed Lord

here, in the wonderful grace and mercy of

His heart , dealt with it, as we shall see

presently ; but there surely is a spiritual

voice in it, there is a moral lesson as we

think of it and dwell upon it, that speaks

loudly to us. I suppose it can hardly

be questioned for a moment that leprosy

in scripture is the picture, the type, of

sin ; not so much, perhaps, in its condemn-

ing character as in its utterly defiling

nature . And all those peculiar charac-

teristics of the disease, and especially the

ones I have just touched on, help in a

very distinct way to bring before us

the truthfulness of the moral nature of

sin, what sin really is to us. No Jew

could contemplate the fact that the children

of the leper were doomed to be the sub-

jects, sooner or later, of the disease,

without at once being reminded of this

great fact, that the taint of Adam and
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all that was connected with that taint,

as the result and consequence of the fall,

permeated the whole race, and was trans-

mitted through the whole human family.

And then, beloved friends, there is more

than that, though I put that first, because

that is one of the most important features

in connection with sin for us to bear in

mind, and all the more because at the present

moment there is a very vigorous attempt

by the enemy to get rid of the reality

of that taint, and to destroy, if possible,

by getting rid of it, not merely the fact

of the moral disease of sin itself, but by

destroying it, to thrust if possible at God's

marvellous provision in our Lord Jesus

Christ to meet it. I think it is Calvin

who says that the three great chapters

of the Bible go in threes : the third of

Genesis, the third of John, and the third

of Romans. He labels, so to speak, those

chapters in this way-the third of Genesis,

the total departure, the utter ruin of man

before God ; the third of John, the neces-

sity for regeneration (that is the way he
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speaks of it, and we can accept it knowing

exactly what the meaning of it is) ; and

the third of Romans, the great chapter

which unfolds to us propitiation by the

blood of Christ Now, beloved friends,

that in principle is true, and I do not think

any severe criticism of expression, if I may

so say, ought to hinder us from accepting

a statement such as that, that has, on the

broad issues of it, truths so vitally im-

portant at the present moment. Those

are really the three great chapters of the

Bible, and they are what is commonly

called a test whereby the orthodoxy of

persons with regard to the great founda·

tion truths of Christianity are really now

put to the proof. Do you hold the three

R.'s, that is the question ? You say, What

do you mean by that ? Do you hold

the utter ruin of mankind ? Do you be-

lieve that without a man being born again

he cannot see the kingdom of God ? Do

you also equally believe that, save through

the propitiation which our Lord Jesus

Christ has made by His blood, there
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can be no purgation or cleansing from

not merely the guilt of sin, but from

the defilement of sin ? You see how

important it is clearly to assert and clearly

to hold fast what I call these great, grand

foundation truths of Christianity and of

God's word (though God in His grace

gives us to add to these things as He

has unfolded His truth further in His

word), and not to have them loosened,

or become unimportant, or out of the

place of prominence and pre-eminence in

our souls at this present moment. And

surely, beloved brethren, if the devil sees

his gain before him, and that he can more

thoroughly accomplish it by loosening the

great arch of the truth in that way, if

he thinks it worth his while to cast a slur

upon Jesus Christ and upon the truth

of God by attacking these great foun-

dation truths, verily it is worth our while

to hold them fast by God's grace. The

attack of the enemy oftentimes is a better

indication to us of the value of any posses-

sion of the truth than merely our own
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minds and thoughts about it, because that

which is attacked is not of small moment,

you may depend upon it. And if Satan

considers it of the first moment to loosen

the hold of these truths upon people (and

there is no creature that is so far-sighted

and none so intelligent externally as he is) ,

it is because he sees that the way is opened

for him to permeate and vitiate with his

malice all the truth afterwards .

That is one reason why I lay stress on

it for a little this evening, because this

leprosy that meets us here in the first

instance is in scripture constantly and

continually set before us as the great

picture and type of sin in its defiling nature

and character. And that is the reason I

read from Leviticus xiii. Leprosy shut the

afflicted person out from the haunts of

men, and all intercourse and all com-

munion, SO to speak, was interrupted

where that disease asserted itself ; and

the man that was afflicted with it pro-

claimed to every one who, far and near,

approached him, not only in his person
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but by word of mouth in his testimony,

the fact that there was that upon him

and in him, preying upon his vitals, which

was loathsome and hateful and detestable

both to God and men. That is how our

scripture opens to-night . It brings before

us the great fact of leprosy.

Now, beloved friends, there is another

point that I would like to interest you with

for a little. I do not for a moment enter

into any detailed argument whether the

leprosy of scripture was contagious or not

-we can leave all that aside. But this is

clear at any rate, that amongst the Jews to

be afflicted with the leprosy was to be cere-

monially unclean, that a person who had

leprosy was ceremonially shut out from

intercourse with God's people and inter-

course with the camp. And that pre-

scription of the law is one of the most

remarkable exceptions to its kindness and

its consideration. The very fact that a poor

creature in the condition of a leper with an

incurable disease eating away his very life,

as it were, and with no possibility of any
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relief or cure, being brought to him from

man (for no one but Jehovah Rophi could

deal with the leper), the very fact that

such an one was shut out by the law and

placed alone, outside, to be in misery and

wretchedness, that very fact brings before

us how loathsome, and how detestable, and

how hateful in its own nature that disease

was.

Now, having stated that by way of

introduction, let us look further for a little

at the particular case that is brought before

us here. You will notice the way that the

writer of the gospel presents it. He says,

" There came a leper to him, kneeling and

beseeching. " What an object of misery !

And I am anxious, beloved friends, to

press it upon all our hearts this evening,

not merely the picture itself as it is here,

but that we should learn by God's grace a

little of something that is practical in rela-

tion to misery as it comes before us here in

scripture, and as we see it in this world.

Just look at this object for a moment, a

repulsive object, and I suppose up to this
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moment in despair, a man avoided by

every one, a man without, shall I say,

the shadow even of that principle in the

human heart without which it is almost

impossible to go through such a world ;

he could have had no hope in his breast,

not the dimmest ray would ever cross that

poor desolate heart-pushing his way, no

doubt, through the crowd that avoided

him, and getting down at the feet of Jesus,

kneeling down there a suppliant in his

misery, a suppliant upon the very borders

of the land of despair, and then beseeching

Him. Oh ! I do not know any picture

that helps to bring human wretchedness

more before us than that, beloved friends .

I would like to say this to you, for

I have thought of it very much of late

--- I think there is a way in which we

may look at human wretchedness and

human misery very different from the

way in which it is, generally speaking,

regarded, even by persons who are more

or less affected and touched by it. You

know there is sort of philanthropy
a
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abroad that I am perfectly certain is

not the philanthropy of the New Testa-

ment, and is not the compassion of

Jesus Christ nor of truth. But there is a

sort of pity and a kind of compassion

attempted to be created in the heart of

men by presenting pictures of wretched-

ness and of misery ; persons are supposed

to be more or less touched by these pictures

as they come before them, and out of this

consideration and out of this compassion,

as is supposed, for such objects, they are

to address themselves in some way or

another to their relief. I do not see

that in scripture, beloved friends. Yet

what I see is the most unbounded com-

passion and the most unbounded kindness

in our Lord Jesus Christ. But this I

see, and I thank God for it, and I have

seen it recently, perhaps, more than ever

-that there is a bright side to distress

and to human misery and human wretched-

ness. Oh ! beloved friends, if we could

only get one another a little under the

light of this for an instant, so as to read
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the blessing that is in it ! I believe that

God has, in His wonderful grace, per-

mitted the misery and wretchedness of

mankind, and the desolations that are

upon hearts, as a rebuke to the awful

selfishness of our nature. Take, for in-

stance, this great city, completely surfeited

with luxury as it is on the one hand, and

yet at the same time completely steeped on

the other in misery and wretchedness.

What do I see in it ? I see this, that

God in His infinite mercy has allowed

all that as a rebuke to the awful selfish-

ness of men . And I believe that is one of

the great things that He would impress

upon our hearts at this present moment,

that He leaves these objects amongst us,

and that He brings these cases of wretch-

edness before us, in order that this principle,

this hateful selfishness of our nature, may

be rebuked and checked as we see these

cases day by day. So that it is not merely

the fact of pitying a man because he is

a man like ourselves, afflicted with these

trials and pressures and wants and woes
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this, I think, might very soon sink down

into a sort of sentimentalism that would be

of very little use or practical good-but

I say this to my brothers and sisters in

Christ here to-night, we are brought posi-

tively into contact with the misery of this

world that we might be here, through

grace, the reproduction and the continua-

tion of the life of Jesus Christ in mercy in

it. It is not merely that men might be

relieved though I fully admit men are

relieved ; it is not merely that misery

might be alleviated-though I fully admit

misery is alleviated ; but that His own

blessed life of those three and thirty years

might, at least in the shaded and dim

distance in which it could be represented

in any of His poor people, be continued in

His saints, now that His blessed Son is no

longer in this world. So I see these two

things in it, and this picture brings it

vividly before me-I see in misery a re-

buke to human selfishness, and I see in

the wretchedness in which mankind are

held in consequence of sin, that God has
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left us in a world where sin is rampant

that we might, even in regard to the

bodies of men, and not merely their souls,

be here in some little way to set forth

our Lord Jesus Christ as He was here

in this world.

Now see how this comes out in connec-

tion with this case. This poor, wretched

creature comes, and kneels, and beseeches

Him. Now here is another thing, in

the attitude itself, the condition of the

man, the place he takes. And then look

at his words for a moment, " If thou wilt,

thou canst. " Oh what words these are !

You see I am passing now from the literal

object of distress to look at the moral state,

for I believe we find both here. And,

beloved friends, I am able to say this to

you to-night, that the moral state is far

more affecting to me than the state of his

body. The state of this man's mind touches

me a great deal more than the state of his

poor frame. I admit everything that you

can put with regard to his body ; but look

at the state of his mind ! The malice of
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Satan and the cruelty of man had sowed

in that poor heart distrust of the heart

of Christ. That is what you find here.

" Ah ! " he says, as it were, “ I do not

question your power ; I have seen that. I

have witnessed your works of greatness "

(as I have no doubt he had, for they were

in abundance ; Jesus was ever working in

grace in this world) ; " but, " he says, “ I

doubt the will, I doubt the love, I doubt

the interest ; I know you can do it, but

I call in question whether there is sufficient

readiness of heart and willingness of mind,

whether, in other words, there is sufficient

interest in my case to lead you to bestow

upon me in my misery the mercy which I

know you have. "

Now, beloved friends, how very instruc-

tive that is to us ! Do you not see that

brings us back exactly to what was the

root of the beginning of all sin ? And I am

thankful to be able to say a word about

that this evening, because we are met

at the present moment with very crude

thoughts, superficial , shallow ideas about
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sin (that is one of the things that are

pervading the people of God on every

side), andconsequently shallow, crude, super-

ficial thoughts about holiness. They always

go together, false and shallow thoughts

of sin are sure to precede shallow and

false thoughts about holiness. Hence you

have them going hand in hand ; the one

paves the way for the other. And when I

say that, it is in order to bring your thoughts

for a moment back to the very root-principle

of sin. What is it ? You have got it here

in this poor leper-I do not mean in his

disease, but in the wretched state of his

mind. I trust most in this company to-

night remember what the principle was

that the enemy sowed in the heart of

the woman at the very commencement

of the history of our race in the garden

of Eden. It was just exactly that. The

serpent said, as it were, to the woman,

" Ah ! but you see there is one tree God

has kept back from you." " Yes," she

says, “ we may eat of all the trees of the

garden but one. " " Ah yes," he says ;

K
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" you may eat of all the trees of the

garden, but there' is one tree your Maker

has kept back ; you have got all the rest,

but still there is one reserved. " Do you

not see there was direct and deadly in .

sinuation against the heart of God ? an

insinuation against His kindness and good-

ness and wisdom ; all His being was called

in question by that insinuation. And when

the woman saw that the tree was good for

food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes,

and a tree to be desired to make one wise,

she took and she ate that is to say, she

helped herself to that which she did not

believe there was goodness enough in the

heart of God her Creator to give her.

Ah ! there is the root-principle of sin, and

there is a lesson to those who talk to-day

about its being discernible in its acts.

There it is in its root, there it is at the

very bottom, there it is in the beginning

of its history. What is sin ? Now, you

know how it is brought down to mere

acts ; it is spoken of as gross acts, and

so forth. Sin is in the creature, a will



THE LEFER CLEANSED.
131

independent of God. And when people

say--well meaning, I have no doubt, God

forbid that I should say a hard word with

regard to any; I fully admit the good

intention, though I see the falsity that

is at the bottom very often--but when

it is said, " The way for a Christian to

get free from all this is to put his will

over on the side of God," the advice

that they are giving you is simply this,

to put over on the side of God, as they

say, that which in principle is sin. Let

us never forget that, beloved. Because

the will of the creature is sin in its essence ,

sin in its principle. The principle of sin

And,in the creature is a will of its own.

beloved friends, how that came and how

that was sown in the woman, was by a

slur upon the character, the goodness, the

kindness of God. The leper has it here,

and he comes out with it in his distress

and misery. His heart, I believe, is more

leprous than his body. The moral state

of that man is a great deal more leprous

than his external condition. If thou wilt,
،،
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thou canst. " Oh, dear friends, what a

picture we have before us !

And now let me say to my brethren

(and that will bring it a little more home

to all of us ; and let us search our own

hearts and allow the word of God to search

our hearts to-night), have we not often

said that in our hearts ? Have we not, my

beloved brethren, oftentimes been brought

into circumstances in our history, circum-

stances in our family perhaps, or in our

business, or in our daily life, circumstances

of difficulty when we have come to what is

called the parting of the ways, and we do

not know what will come next, and have

we not often thought, Well, I know that

He has got the power, I know He has the

ability, " I know thou canst do all things, '

as Job says-but, but ! Ah ! that is just

where this poor leper was. Oh, dear

friends, let us through God's infinite grace

learn how ready we are to reflect on that

heart ! Oh ! how ready we are to dis-

credit that love, and oh, what love ! to dis-

credit the goodness, the kindness, the

"
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compassions that are not small, the com-

passions that are new every morning. "

That is what confronted the great Servant-

Prophet here in the very first instance in

connection with this leper, " If thou wilt

thou canst make me clean."

ود

Now how is this met ? That is the

next thing we have to look at " And

Jesus, moved with compassion. " I love

that word, the " compassion of Jesus

Christ. O the compassion of His heart ! If

it had been anyone of us there would have

been a shudder, a shrug of the shoulder, as

we retreated from the revolting object of

misery. You see we cannot avoid con-

trasting ourselves with Him. I think that

is one part of the blessedness of our blessed

Lord's ministry and work here in this

world, that the contrast between Him and

every one else stands out so wonderfully

before us. I know well how we should

have turned away from an object so loath-

some, and if there had been ever sO

little a trace left of the kindness even of

human nature in us, the refusal of this
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poor man to acknowledge the goodness of

the heart though He owned the power

would have left us without a shred of com-

passion for him, and we would have turned

away to leave him in his wretchedness still

more wretched. But ah ! that is not what

we read here, “ Jesus, moved with com-

passion, put forth his hand and touched

him. " He put forth that ever open hand

of kindness, and mercy, and goodness, and

touched that death in life (for that is what

it was), and said, " I will. " Oh, what was

there not in that sentence ! Oh, what those

two little words brought home to the heart,

" I will. " You doubt my affection ? " I

will." You doubt my readiness ? “ I

will ; be thou clean."

Now do you notice, beloved friends, the

two blessed points that come before us in

the act and word of Jesus here ? It is a

great thing to dwell upon the acts and

words of Jesus . The act spoke of the love

of His heart in a way that no word could.

Oh, the touch of that hand, that blessed

hand, that hand of mercy ! Oh, the
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tenderness of that touch ! Do not

we know something about it when

it comes and touches us ? If there is a

tried or an afflicted one of the Lord's

people here to-night, cannot you witness

to the tenderness of that touch ? When

He touches you, how tender His touch is !

-no roughness in it any more than in His

voice. It was not even like Joseph.

Joseph spake roughly to his brethren, and

it was good for them to be probed to the

bottom of their hearts with regard to

their state ; but though he did speak

roughly his heart was breaking over them

all the time . But oh ! beloved friends ,

Jesus neither speaks roughly nor touches

roughly. God help us to remember that.

Sometimes I think some of us imagine

there is something very noble in rough

speech, or unloving look but it is un-

Christlike. Do not let us falsely conse-

crate things that are not after Christ. It

may appear very clever to be severe and

cutting in tongue, and it may appear very

exalted to be haughty in bearing, but you
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will look in vain in the history of the great

Servant- Prophet Himself to find that. I

dwell upon it, beloved friends , because . I

love to think of it. " He put forth his

hand and touched him. " Now I say the

act proclaimed the heart in a way that no

word could. The word proclaimed the

mighty power of God, " Be thou clean, "

and the touch , too, for who could touch a

leper without being defiled unless He was

God? A mere man would be defiled at

once. A mere man like any other man

would have carried away the defilement of

the leprosy with him. What happened

with the touch of Jesus was not what

would have taken place with anyone else,

God forbid such a thought in any heart ;

cleansing to the leper was what happened.

" He put forth his hand, and touched him,

and said, I will, be thou clean." " He

spake and it was done." It is the mighty

God, beloved friends, manifested in a

man. I know no scripture that more

beautifully and more wonderfully presents

Him in His Person as God and man than
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this does here. Do you not see the

tenderness of the man in that touch ? Do

you not also see the compassions of Him

who was perfect man ? As the old con-

fession rightly and truly says, " very God,

and very man ;" but do we not also see

here the mighty God the Creator of the

ends of the earth ? Do we not see Him

who made the worlds by His word ? " I

will, be thou clean. " What a new thing

on earth this was ! What was it ? Was

it law or was it love ? What is it that is

here ? These twobrought before us

things come before me, beloved friends, in

this little scene in a wonderful way-the

divinity of love, if I may be allowed to use

the expression--and the divinity of power.

I see the divinity of power in the “ Be

thou clean ; " I see the divinity of love in

" I will, " with a touch.

Now for a few moments more, just look

at what we may call the attendant circum-

stances. I will not dwell long upon some

of them, because we have already had

them before us, but we get the word
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" immediately. " I have pointed out before

how that is the characteristic word of the

Gospel of Mark, occurring frequently

under different names, not always trans-

lated " immediately, " but " instantly, " or

" quickly, " or " at once. " But it is the

urgency and the absence of all delay in the

rendering of service, or in the effect of the

works of mercy , whichever it may be.

And so in this case, “ Immediately the

leprosy departed from him and he was

cleansed . " As I was saying on a previous

occasion , man is very well up in the heal-

ing art now, but he cannot do this, he can-

not bring about a result like this at once .

There are stages of cure, and progress,

just as there are stages of disease ; but

instantaneously the whole order of things

changed that is the mighty power of God.

And that is what this word " immediately "

brings before us.

There is another point of great beauty

here-indeed there are two points. Ob-

serve what he says to this man. " He

straitly charged him, and forthwith sent
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him away, and saith unto him, See thou

say nothing to any man, but go thy way,

shew thyself to the priest, and offer for

thy cleansing those things which Moses

commanded for a testimony unto them."

Now first of all we learn from this, beloved

friends, how the Lord Jesus never left and

never surrendered the place of servant

that He was pleased to take. That is the

first great thing that comes before us in

connection with the case of the leper here,

how entirely He maintained the servant

place. I need not say to you that we find

elsewhere how entirely He always main-

tained the place of man that He was

pleased to become in this world ; indeed

He will never give up manhood, He will

never cease to be a Man ; having become

a man, He is a man for ever, a man in

glory ; but I do not dwell on it now, we

shall have another opportunity ; but what

is so blessed is that He is set before us as

a girded Servant in heaven, He says so

Himself in Luke xii. , that in that scene

when He will have it all His own way, He
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will make those who have followed Him,

and waited for Him, and watched for Him,

sit down, and will gird Himself, and come

forth and serve them. But what we see

here is, on earth He never ceased to be

a servant. No effects of His ministry, no

consequences of His works of power were

ever claimed by Him so as to reflect any

honour or any glory upon Himself To

me that is one feature of His ministry

which is most precious. " I came from

heaven, not to do mine own will, but the

will of him that sent me. " And hence you

see Him here sending this poor leper to

the priest in order to fulfil the requirements

of the law of Moses, and that he might go

and offer for his cleansing, and might be a

witness really to them of the mighty power

of God who was still Jehovah-Ropheka to

His people. Observe how the blessed

One does not claim any honour for Him-

self; but this poor leper lost the oppor-

tunity of carrying out the thoughts and

wishes of our Lord Jesus Christ, and went

and proclaimed everywhere what Jesus had
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done ; and the retiring, gracious, blessed

ways of the great Servant- Prophet were

broken in upon, and He could no more

openly enter into the city, but was without

in desert places. You see how entirely

He kept His retirement. And I commend

that, beloved brethren in Christ, to all our

hearts . The very essence of a good ser-

vant is to render service and to retire into

the servant's place. And you see the per-

fection of the Lord Jesus Christ in this

very thing that so distinctly and peculiarly

marked Him as the great Servant-Prophet

in the midst of Israel--that having become

a servant, and taken the servant's form ,

He never departed from it.

But now there is another point that is

even more touching, and that you will find

all through His history-He never claimed

for Himself, on the score of His services,

any one whom He had healed, or relieved,

or blessed. It is beautiful to trace the

history of that in scripture. See, for

instance, how the daughter of Jairus was

left in the bosom of her family. See how
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the son that was healed at the bottom of

the holy mount was handed back to his

father. See how the widow of Nain's

son was restored to his mother. And you

remember how He would not let the poor

Gadarene follow Him or be with Him, but

sent him home to his friends. I do not

know anything that is more precious than

that aspect of our blessed Lord's ministry

in this world that on the score of mercy

given He never claimed. It was as if

grace would be offended not to confer the

thing sovereignly, without the surrender of

any other thing in return ; that is what I

see in it. May I say with all reverence

-it has been said before, and I therefore

only repeat it-that He did good, hoping

for nothing again. In that aspect you see

it in a wonderful way in our Lord Jesus

Christ, that though He had rendered the

most wonderful service-a leper cleansed,

a dead man raised up, a poor dumb crea-

ture with her mouth opened, no matter

what it was, excessive though the case

might have been in human wretchedness
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and human misery, still the Lord Jesus

rendered His mercy and His grace

" freely," as He said to His disciples, and

I believe it was the spirit He put upon it,

" Freely ye have received ; freely give. "

The Lord in His grace give us to take

that in. I believe it is a great thing not

to hamper grace with any conditions in the

shape of a return. There is one scrip-

ture that throws immense light on that,

and that is in the healing of a leper,

too. Do you remember in the case

of the prophet Elisha, how he resented it

with Gehazi ? Do you remember what

Gehazi said ? Gehazi was very like the

people of the present day. He said,

Naaman is not going to get everything

from my master without paying for it ; he

says, My master has spared Naaman, this

Syrian , I will go after him, and I will take

somewhat of him. And you know what

he did ; I need not go into it. But do

you remember the words of the prophet ?

Is it a time to receive garments, and silver ?

and so on. " Is it a time ?" after the dis
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play of such marvellous grace of God, the

sovereign pure grace of God, “ without

" The leprosy

cleave to thee,

money and without price."

therefore of Naaman shall

and to thy seed for ever. And he went

out from his presence a leper as white as

snow. " And why ? Because with an

avidity and a greed for money, and a lie

to sustain it, he sought to hamper and to

tarnish the free sovereign cure of God

through His servant the prophet.

See how beautifully the opposite prin-

ciple shews out in our Lord Jesus Christ.

The contrast in Him is so beautiful in all

these instances ; and not only that contrast,

but the blessedness of being permitted to

dwell on that side of His character and

nature, the perfection of the man. I do

love to dwell upon the perfections of the

Man Christ Jesus ; I love to sit down and

think of them ; I love to go over them in

my own heart ; I love to think of Him

handing over that poor young man to his

mother. Is it not blessed to see the per-

fection of His heart, the perfection of
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tenderness, even that of our Lord Jesus

Christ. And so you find it, beloved friends,

everywhere throughout in every instance

But there is one other point. Some

one here might object, and say, Well,

but what do you make of this ? Had he

not servants, and did not He call His ser-

vants ? Were you not speaking to us

about the call of the apostles a few even-

ings back ? Ah! but that is quite a

different case . These were not persons

that had received any favour from Him ;

He did not heal them ; He did not bestow

bodily strength, or power, or cure upon

them. They were called, of course ; that

is quite clear ; but how were they called ?

His charms called them ; He charmed

them to Him ; He never made a claim ;

He charmed them ; they could not help

coming, the charm of His call was irresis-

tible for leaving everything in this world

and going ; for leaving net, and fish, and

father, to follow such an one as Jesus

Christ. The point, beloved friends, is

this, that they could not resist it ; there

L
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was an attractiveness about Him, He

drew ; He was the great heavenly magnet

here, even as a man in this world, that

drew hearts after Him, charmed them,

kept them, sustained them, held them. It

was not merely that they went out after

Him, but they stayed out after Him. Do

we ? that is the question. I was reading the

other day, and was struck with it afresh,

what is said of Abraham. It was the God

of glory that charmed and called him out,

and you admire his going out, do you not ?

We often dwell upon it. How beautiful

to see Abraham rising up and going forth,

and the God of glory, as it were, shining

him out of everything, and death removing

the hidden difficulties out of his way. Glory

and death conducted him out. Glory beck-

oned him out, and death took the great

tall cedar trees, as it were, out of the path.

But, beloved friends, there is something

else in the history, even this-he stayed

out. Many a one has gone back ; that is

what is so solemn. Many a one has gone

out, and the going out has been beautiful,
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but the staying out has failed. Ah! it is

the staying out. Now I tell you nothing

will keep you out but the heavenly glory

of Jesus Christ. A great many things

may call you out in the first instance.

Oftentimes, in the history, particularly of

young Christians, there is something that

looks to them very beautiful, and somehow

the more it is in the distance the more

beautiful it looks ; it is not perhaps quite

so beautiful when you come near to it, but,

as is said, " distance lends enchantment to

the view. " But oh ! nothing will keep you

out but the glory of Jesus Christ.

I just say that, beloved friends, in con-

nection with this little history. He did

not claim any one whom He served in the

way of mercy for Himself, but He called

His servants, and charmed His servants,

and His heart educated them, and they

*learnt-poorly, I admit the art of Jesus

Christ in mercy, and in kindness, and in

goodness, by being with Him. God in

His infinite grace grant that we may learn

the art by being with Him. You never can
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educate a person to be kind, and gentle,

and affectionate, and forbearing. You can-

not cultivate and educate a hard, severe

nature into a kind, gentle, tender nature.

There is only one thing can do it. If you

keep the company of our Lord Jesus Christ,

you will learn it by being in His company.

May God, by His grace and Spirit, read

those lessons out to us this evening, that

we may understand His compassions.

And this I say to my beloved brothers and

sisters here to-night-bear with me as

I press it upon you let us go into this

world, and seek by His grace to continue

that life of mercy. And of all things, may

the Lord keep us from being hard and

censorious. This is the serious part of it,

for us there is plenty of talk, a great deal

too much boasting of our wealth, and yet

very little done. What we want is this--

practical manifestation of the mercy of

Jesus Christ, not only in word, but in deed

and in truth. Oh, that He in His grace

might use His word to call us near to

Himself, to sit before Him and learn that

grace a little more, for His Name's sake .
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MARK II. 1-17.

I DESIRE, beloved brethren, to bring before

you this evening both these cases. They

are very different in themselves, so much

so that it would be, perhaps, difficult

at first sight to discern what the real

connection is between the cure of the

palsied man and the call of the publican ;

and yet I think we shall find that there

is a much closer connection between the

two than you would at first sight suppose.

In the one case it is a diseased man, in

helplessness, and weakness, and power-

lessness ; in the other, it is a man, as

esteemed by his fellows, disreputable,

without character ; because that is what

the publicans were ; they were, as you

know, the leviers of the Roman tax, and

were detested by their own people, partly

because they were the standing witness

of their subjugation to the Roman yoke ;
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so much so, that none but the very out-

casts amongst the Jews, and those who

would be supposed to have lost all sense

of respect, not only for themselves but

for the dignity of the chosen nation, would

be found occupying such a position as a

levier, or perhaps more strictly a farmer,

of this Roman tax. Now I think you will

see in a moment that there is a great point

in the Spirit of God putting both these

cases here, in close position, in connection

with the ministry of the great Prophet

in the midst of God's people : because

whether it was the case of helplessness

in a man's body-which, after all, accord-

ing to the words of our Lord Jesus Christ

here, proceeded from the great root of

all, which is sin-or whether it was the

position of disrepute and lowness of

character which a man was supposed to

occupy before his fellow men in this

world, the same grace and kindness, and

the same consideration and tenderness

that dealt with one dealt with the other.

And that is a reason, I believe, why they
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are put together on this occasion, to shew

that, in the great Prophet-and that is

who Jesus is, as presented to us in the

Gospel of Mark -there was not merely

tenderness of heart for the needs and

distresses and wants of the bodies of

people, but there was also consideration,

kindness, grace, compassion, and even

more than that, beloved friends, there

was favour bestowed upon a man who

was supposed to be, by his occupation

and by his position amongst men, out-

side all consideration of every kind . Hence,

I believe, you have them both linked

together.

And I will further tell you why it seems

to me to be so. Oftentimes we are affected

by sights of misery and distress in this

world ; the sight of a person with a weak

and helpless and worn-out frame and body

would affect wonderfully some people who

seem to be insensible altogether to a con-

dition of things, which is just as great, only

it is moral. You will find that there are

persons who are greatly affected by the
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external bodily wants of those in distress

in this world, who seem to have no sense

at all of the desolations oftentimes that the

souls of men are in ; and that is a reason,

I believe, why both these are brought

together here. He can touch the one

as He can touch the other ; and it matters

not how varied the kinds of distress are,

nor how diversified the kinds of desolation

that came in His blessed pathway as He

moved through this scene ; still there was

a heart in Jesus Christ that entered into

all the circumstances and all the sorrows

and all the difficulties ; and everything that

made men what they were before their

fellow men. He entered into it, He saw

it, He touched it. Hence, I believe, you

have both these apparently diverse and

opposite kinds of cases put in juxtaposition,

as it were, in our scripture to-night.

Now I want you, beloved brethren, to

look with me, seeking God's help, at both

these for a moment or two. And first of

all, when we speak of this man with the

palsy, it is exceedingly solemn and inter
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esting to remember where it was. He

was at Capernaum. Every time that word

comes up before us there seems to be an

exceedingly solemn voice in it to every one

of us. Capernaum, you know, was the

most exalted city of its time ; as He says

Himself, " exalted to heaven ; " " Thou

Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven. "

It was privileged ; it witnessed the greatest

acts of Christ, and the most marvellous

displays of His goodness and kindness

here in this world ; it was at Capernaum

that some of His mightiest and greatest

works were accomplished. Now ought

we not to remember that ? Quite true

that we do not live in the days of the

ministry on earth of the Son of man ;

quite true that we do not live in times

when He might have walked even through

this great city, and when His works of

mercy and His acts of kindness might

have been witnessed in this great city ;

but, beloved friends, we live in this time

when God in His infinite grace and mercy

has unfolded to us not merely the goodness
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and kindness of God manifest in flesh in

Christ incarnate here in this world ; but when

God has unfolded to us the glories of the

exalted, heaven -crowned Son ofman. And

remember that that title, Son of man-

and it is used here for the first time in

the Gospel of Mark-Son of man, takes

in not merely all that He was in lowly

grace here in this world, but Son of man is

equally applicable to Him in the place

of glory and the circumstances and scenes

of glory in which He is. There Stephen

saw Him when he said, " I see the heavens

opened, and the Son of man, " &c. So

that in a certain sense, and I would like to

press that upon my brothers and sisters

here to-night, we really are in this day

in the full blaze of the light of truth as

God has brought it out (and there never

was a time when truth was more distinctly

brought out in all its fulness and brightness

than at the present moment), I say, we are

solemnly responsible ; increased privilege

is increased responsibility ; never let us

forget that. For mark this, if we forget
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it, the tendency of the heart is to pride

oneself upon the acquisition or the posses-

sion of the truth ; and if we do not allow

our hearts to come under the full weight

and full influence of the fact , that to whom-

soever much is given, of him shall much be

required, and if the closer and the nearer

we come to the truth and light of God,

and the more it shines round about us,

and the oftener we see it, and the more

we read of it, if, I say over and over again,

if we have not the sense in our souls that it

lays us under the most weighty responsi-

bility, we shall certainly turn round and

pride ourselves upon the possession of the

truth. And that will be no better than the

Jews were in their day. Did they not turn

round and cast it in the face of the Lord

of life and glory when He was here,

" We be Abraham's seed and were never

in bondage to any man : how sayest thou

then, Ye shall be made free ? " Where

did that come from, beloved friends ? It

came from the terrible pride and vanity

of their hearts. They could pride them
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selves upon being the genuine descendants

of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the very

offspring of the patriarchs, and of Abraham

especially, the friend of God, and could

turn it round to their own purposes without

a sense that the people of God in origin

are expected to be the people of God in

practice. And I see the same danger

now; and therefore I think this word

Capernaum has a loud voice to us ; it

was thou, Capernaum," of all cities and

of all places " exalted to heaven. "

much on the place, and on the way the

second chapter opens.

.،

So

Now I want to call your attention first

of all to another beautiful touch here of

the writer of this gospel, and it is, how

this chapter brings us specially into con-

trast with the attractiveness of Jesus Christ.

I wish I could-I know I cannot, but I

long that I could-give your hearts some

little sense of the precious attractiveness of

this blessed One. O how He drew poor

needy hearts to Him ; how there was in

Him a response to every desolation that
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could sweep its withered leaves over the

heart ! And mark how beautifully you

have it here, “ there was no room to re-

ceive them, no, not so much as about

the door, " the press was so great. What

made it ? Ah ! there was One there whose

fellow was never to be found, whose equal

was never known, who was, in every sense

of tne word, a stranger here. That is

what it was. I quite own that there

was

need and want and difficulty and

distress ; but do you think you would

find need and want and difficulty and

distress collected round the door of the

great magnates or potentates of the earth

at the present moment ? Never. What

brings need and want and distress into

circumstances such as are depicted in

Mark ii . , is that there was a heart there

who could enter into all the details of

the need. And I want to press that upon

you, my beloved brothers and sisters, here

to night ; there is in that blessed heart in

heaven that which no other heart has ;

you can go and confide in Him when
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you feel as if you deserved the earth to

swallow you up ; you will never find a

reproach from the lips of Jesus glorified,

any more than from the lips of Jesus

humbled ; you will find in Him One that

will enter into all the circumstances and

details and history of your sorrows ; One

who can guide you out of them ; One who

can comfort you in them ; One who will

receive you, One who will welcome you,

One who will be gratified by your con-

fidence. That, beloved friends, is what

is so wonderful to me, One who is grati-

fied by the confidence of an outcast !

Think of that ! And that is what collected

this company of people round the door

here.

My mind is called back, when I think of

that scene, to that touching incident in the

gospel history, when the poor man, with

his child torn and lacerated by a demon,

came to the disciples of the Lord, suppos-

ing that men that were in such close

proximity to the great prophet would

imbibe something of His spirit and some-
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thing of His power ; but he was bitterly

disappointed. " I spake to thy disciples,

that they should cast him out ; and they

could not. " Ah ! dear friends, that is the

history, not merely of the people of God

ever since, but that is the sad history, alas !

of the church of God. No ability to use

the power that is there. But this is the

word that always attracts my heart in

that scene; He says, Bring him to

me. " Thank God ! Now do not despair,

dear brother or dear sister here to -night ;

if you have an aching brow, a broken

heart, if you have sorrows or desolations

or pressures upon you, and nothing has

ever relieved you, do not despair ; there

is One that says, " Bring him to me. "

Now beloved friends, that is a great thing

for our souls, and I feel that is just what

we want. Woe be to us if the day should

ever come that in our extreme clearness of

doctrine we should lose the sense of a living

Christ! And I feel that in this lies our

great deficiency ; we do not seem to get

hold of His Person. It is the common
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condition and state so often of the church

of God everywhere, a living Christ is not

known. People say, Oh ! that is true of

Him ; these are wonderful things about

Him. Yes, quite true ; no question of

that for a moment ; there are wonderful

things about Him in the past as in the

future ; scenes of moral glory in the days

of His humiliation, and scenes of literal

glory to be enacted and displayed in the

day of His coming kingdom. But, beloved

friends, that is not Christ ; very blessed,

but that is not Christ ; and that will not

satisfy your heart. Your hearts long for

all hearts do, the human heart does, and

He knows very well what our hearts want

-our hearts long for a Person, and that

Person as the object. That is peculiar to

Christianity. The whole power of Chris-

tianity is in an object, and that object is a

living Person. Further, this is the attrac-

tive power of Christianity ; it is the dis-

placing power of Christianity ; it is the

forming power of Christianity ; it is the

strengthening power of Christianity . And
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where that is not really laid hold of in

the heart, you find desolation and trial

and defeat and disappointment and vexa-

tion. And here it meets us exactly ; here

was a living person, a living man ; He was

the great Prophet-Teacher, but it is the

Person.

And another thing, it is not only that

He gives the instruction, that is the second

part, but I do not think it is the greatest

part. It is a peculiar word in the original,

" He preached the word ;" it is more the

sense that He spake the word ; still it is

set before us in His ministry in a very

blessed way that He was a preacher ; and

it is a great thing to think of, that our

own blessed Master was the great preacher

in this world. But this point I press on

you, the accessibility of Jesus Christ is so

wonderful. He was the most accessible

of men ; any one might go to Him ; there

was an open door for all who came to

Jesus Christ ; the vilest was as welcome

as the least vile ; indeed, the greater the

need the greater the welcome ; the greater

M
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the vacuum in the heart the more the

excess of the grace there to fill it immedi-

ately. That is what meets us here, the

accessibility of Jesus Christ He instructs,

He teaches, He preaches ; but there is

many a man who stands upon a high

elevation, as it were, and does that, but

you could not approach him in the least.

Here is One you can always approach,

and He will never misunderstand you,

never put a different meaning upon your

words from what you intend, never keep

you on the torture and the rack of a

hard, cold suspicion ; He is gracious,

accessible, tender, considerate, long-suffer-

ing. Oh ! how blessed it is to think of

Him! That is the scene of Mark ii .

And now let us look at this first case.

There comes into His blessed presence

a most harrowing, a most depressing case,

that of a poor, needy creature, who is

brought to Him. And, beloved friends,

what I think is so interesting, at least

to me, was that this case was one amongst

the poor. What proves that beyond ques
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tion or doubt is that the word that is

employed for " bed," or " couch," is the

word that is always used to describe the

miserable pallet upon which the poor lay ;

therefore it is a case of extreme poverty.

I say, Thank God for that : because, you

see, that brings the grace all the more

clearly out before our souls. Look at

it for a moment ; look at the many things

that combined ; look at the remarkable

way the Holy Ghost, by the evangelist,

throws them into what I call a divine

picture in these verses. Here was a poor,

powerless, helpless frame, a weak, shattered ,

palsied body, and there were willing hearts

that brought this case of distress to Jesus.

Look at their earnestness ; they do not

adopt any ceremony ; they do not ask

any permission, as if they were intruders ;

the place was full and He was occupied,

but they read that heart so well, and

understood the affections of that heart so

clearly, that they knew that all times and

circumstances were alike to Jesus to shew

mercy in. And these men come without
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ceremony, without leave, without formality,

and break up the roof in the earnestness of

their hearts, to get the case of distress into

personal contact with the great Prophet,

and they lay him down there. It is one

of the most wonderful scenes I know of

in scripture ! Oh ! dear brethren, would

to God we could do that with our cases

of spiritual palsy and spiritual distress.

O that we had such a sense of the heart

of Jesus Christ, and the readiness and

willingness of Jesus Christ, as well as

the power of Jesus Christ, that we could

go and break through all difficulties and

all opposing things, so as to get the objects

of mercy into personal contact with the

only one that can bestow mercy. That

is what they do here. I do not question

for a moment that the sick of the palsy

had faith himself ; I believe “ their faith "

alludes to all, takes in all : " Jesus saw

their faith . " Do you not think that was

grateful to Him ? Do you not think that

sorrowing, lonely heart, that found so little

cheer in this world, that met so little
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response to the grace and the kindness

that was in it, was pleased by any con-

fidence ? I am sure He was. I love to

think of how that confidence gratified the

heart of my blessed Lord and Master here.

What it was to Him to be trusted, to be

looked to, to be used by distress and

misery ! " When Jesus saw their faith,"

look how He vindicates it. What a com-

fort to us ! May we learn from this .

" When Jesus saw their faith " what does

He say ? The first word that comes

from His blessed lips is " son. " Oh !

the sweetness of that ! Did not that fall

like showers on the parched grass on the

ears of that poor, helpless man ? " Son,

son . " What divine goodness and divine

grace were there ! I was speaking to you

last week about the divinity of love

as well as the divinity of power ; here is

the divinity of kindness . Oh ! dear friends,

let us learn, through grace, to be kind, for

I must say to my brethren to-night, I think

if there is anything we are deficient in, it is

- just in that-kindness. I fear there is a
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asolemn lack of it amongst Christians,

sorrowful want as to it somewhere. Indeed ,

some people seem to me to think that there

is some sort of merit attached to being

hard ; where it is, I cannot divine nor

understand. It requires no great effort or

self-denial to be a stick or a stone ; I doubt

not it is more or less according to our

nature : but, O to be like Jesus Christ !

O to have the compassions and the

tenderness of Himself in our souls , and to

have been so touched by it ourselves, to

have come so in contact with it ourselves ,

in our own histories, that we understand

what it is to deal with others in the same

way that we ourselves have been dealt

with by Him. And this is where the great

want is, a personal dealing with a personal

Lord " Son. " Beautiful word. And

there is not merely that beautiful expres-

sion which implies relationship and which

carries love with it-because this word of

relationship has words of grace and love

and kindness couched beneath it But

mark how He goes to the root of the
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disease that is here. There is no question

about the palsy, because He deals with it ;

but first of all the great Physician and the

great Prophet deals with the root of the

thing, and therefore He goes at once to the

needs of the man's soul . Now we are living

in a day when the needs of people's bodies

seem to have a greater interest to many

persons' hearts than the needs of their

souls, and I think we have to watch much

about this. It will be a poor thing for us

merely to be philanthropists in this world ;

it would be a poor thing for us if we merely

thought of the needs and distresses and

wants-though I know they are many-of

the bodies of men in this poor scene ; of

the desolations, and the death, and the

woes, and the pain, and the pressure, and

the rack, and the misery that abound all

around us, and especially in this great city.

I have often thought and said that it is well

for us, perhaps, that we live so far away

from its sorrows : there are but few who

could really face it so as not to be affected

by it, and so lose the balance of their hearts ,
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if not of their minds. But while that is

true, I think it is a great thing for us to

see here that the first thing, and that which

lies at the root of all the misery that is in

this world, the root-tree of all the woes and

miseries of men, was just this, " thy sins : "

and therefore He goes to the root of the

thing first, He deals with the man's soul

first-" thy sins, " He says. How instruc-

tive that is for us ; and does not it call our

thoughts back to what was said of Him to

His parents after the flesh with regard to

His name when He was about to be born

into this world ? Very instructive were

those words, " Thou shalt call his name

Jesus, " which, youknow,isJehovah-Saviour,

Jehoshua, Jesus. “ Thou shalt call his

name Jesus. " Why ? The Jews would

have been very glad to have accepted

Jesus if He came to save His people from

the Roman yoke, and the pressure of their

enemies, under which they were lying

under the governmental hand of God ; but,

" Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he

shall save his people from their sins . " The
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miseries of men's bodies do not shut them

out from God, but the weight of their sins

would. " He shall save his people from

their sins, " because sins unforgiven, un-

washed, unpardoned, will shut for ever a

person out from God. Therefore that comes

first, because, as I have said already, it lies

here at the root and is the producing cause

of all the misery that is in this world, even

with regard to people's bodies. Sin entered

into the world, and all the sins and woes of

men's bodies and death along with them.

And therefore it is so blessed to look at it,

and to think of the great Physician here of

both the souls and bodies of men, for He

applies that title to Himself. It is not like

what some one has said of the physicians

of the world, namely, that they are men

who put drugs that they do not know much

about into bodies that they know less

about ; but observe what we have here ;

mark the wonderful skill, how every part

of the divine blessedness and perfection

of this blessed One is displayed in its

proper place ; how the inward state, the
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inner man, so to speak, is dealt with, " Thy

sins are forgiven thee. "

Then you get the reasonings of the

rationalists of that day; and the scribes were

the rationalists of the Lord's days, the most

heartless of people, and they began to talk

about blasphemies. And it is a wonder

ful thing to me I cannot help saying it

in passing-how quickly and readily people

can use that word ; there seems to be a

marvellous acquaintance with it with some

people. " This man speaketh blasphemies. "

Ah ! many a word of that kind is a revela-

tion of the state of the person that utters it .

How little people think of that ! "Out of

the abundance of the heart the mouth

speaketh. " And mark the way the Lord

meets this. He says, " Whether is it easier

to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee ; or to

say, Arise, and take up to thy bed, and

walk ? But that ye may know that the

Son of man " -now mark this, I beseech

you ; the title is used here for the first

time- " that ye may know that the Son of

man hath power on earth. " I suppose the
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Jews would own there was power in heaven ;

of course they recognised that God only

could forgive sins, and so far they were

right; but they were blind to the very last

degree in not seeing that Jesus was God.

The fact was that the blindness of their

heart would not permit them to see it, and

the obstinacy of their will , that awful tyrant

of man, which you cannot put over on

God's side and which you cannot subdue,

and which will not resign nor abdicate-

that fierce, unsubdued tyrant of man, his

will, so blinded and deceived them that

they could not see in that lowly Man who

was before them the veiled glory of the

Godhead. Hence they say, " Who can

forgive sins but God only ?" Perfectly

true ; but He was God. But mark what the

Lord says further . " But that ye may

know "-that ye may have the tangible,

visible proof before you-" that the Son of

man "-that title, " Son of man " is con-

nected with the place He was pleased to

take as becoming a man here in this world

---" that the Son of man hath power on
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earth "-wonderful words these are-" to

forgive sins (he saith to the sick ofthe palsy),

I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy

bed, and go into thine house. And " imme-

diately "-you get not merely forgiveness,

but healing for his body, and power ; you

get forgiveness, healing, and power, all

combined here, " Son, thy sins are for-

given, " " take up thy bed "-healing ; “ go

into thine house "-power ; " that ye may

know "-now that is an immense thing for

our hearts to take in, and there is a peculiar

blessedness in it-" that ye may know that

the Son of man hath power on earth to

forgive sins . " Thank God! That is the

great truth, that there was power on earth.

It is quite true that the great work of

atonement had to be wrought ; and the

claims of God in holiness met in the aton-

ing work of Calvary ; but Jehovah Himself

could administer that blessing, as He could

administer every other blessing, in the

Person of the One who was there, who

was in after-time to do the work ; and,

beloved, it is an immense thing for our souls
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to get hold of this ; " that ye may know

that the Son of man hath power on earth

to forgive sins (he saith to the sick of the

palsy) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up

thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. "

Now let us look for a moment or two

longer at the second case. The first case

brings out the grace and kindness and

goodness of our Lord Jesus Christ ; but the

second case is not quite such a one. Itis

not a case of helplessness like the palsy ; it

is not like a man that had to be borne

forth, and have the roof broken up, and be

let down into the midst before Jesus, in his

weakness and feebleness, but here is the

case of a man who was engaged in the

most detestable of all occupations amongst

the Jews, and therefore would be looked

upon as a man that had lost his character,

He is a publican, the tax gatherer, the

levier or farmer of the Roman tax. And

Jesus passed by and called him . What a

comfort that is to our hearts, to think that

Jesus Christ calls disreputable people.

What a comfort for you and me to-night,



174 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL.

beloved friends ; disreputable characters,

people without name, are welcome to

Him! And not only that, but He actually

calls them, as you see here. And mark

what He says : " As he passed by, he saw

Levi the son of Alphæus sitting at the

receipt of custom, and said unto him,

Follow me. " Do you think I thank that

man for going after Him ? I do not.

Do you think I admire Levi for respond-

ing to that call ? No, what I admire is

the grace that called him, the kindness

that could look upon him and say, He is

not too bad for me. It was a saying

of Luther's, the great reformer, that Jesus

Christ received the devil's outcasts. Thank

God, He did it marks the exceeding

riches of His grace. " Follow me, " He

says to one esteemed as a disreputable

man, engaged in a detestable occupation.

Do let our hearts just drink in the sense

of grace that is in that.

And not only so, but look how He pro-

ceeds further in it, because a little while

afterwards we find Him actually sitting
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down in company with publicans and

sinners. I do not know anything more

sweet than to see the combination set forth

here between the grace of Christ that

would accept hospitality in such a company

as that, and the knowledge that this Roman

tax gatherer must have had of Jesus Christ

when He entertained Him suitably to that

knowledge. You know we entertain people

suitably to what we know of them ; and so

Levi says, as it were, Well, I could not get

together a company with which to entertain

more suitably this blessed Master according

to His own heart, than to bring together the

very lowest class of society, the publicans

and sinners . How it speaks of His grace ;

and how well that man read the heart

of Jesus Christ ; how he had profited by all

the grace that shone in Him. How pre-

cious are those words that we often were

blessed in hearing from a tongue that is

silent now, " there was not a grace in God

that He did not bring down into man, and

and there was not a sorrow in man that He

did not take up into God. " He brought
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every grace in God down into man ; He

took every sorrow in man up into God.

O how blessed to think of that, and

how blessed to see the effect of it upon

hearts where it entered in and abode !

And mark this, too, a moment more ;

now you have the devil's congregation.

The devil always has his congregation,

and here it is. What do they say ? Now

mark it well, I beseech of you. First of

all, they hurl the charge of blasphemy at

Himself, and now they seek to undermine

the authority of Jesus Christ with His

disciples . These are very sad yet in-

structive ways of evil for us to get before

our thoughts. These wretched scribes

and self-righteous Pharisees, these proud

sticklers for the law, actually now in an

underhand way attempt to undermine the

authority of our Lord Jesus Christ with

His disciples. And I believe, beloved

friends , all mischief more or less is under-

hand ; spite and malice and hatred are

all underhand, crawling things ; and that

is what you find here. They come to the



THE PALSY AND THE PUBLICAN. 177

disciples, and they say to them, " How

is it that he eateth and drinketh with

publicans and sinners ? " That is an in-

sinuation, designed to cast a slur upon

the authority of Christ with His own

disciples . His answer is perfectly lovely.

He says, “ They that are whole have no

need of the physician. " It is beautiful

that He should apply that word to Him-

self. I think that there is a reference

there, which you can search out at your

leisure, to a verse in the fifth and sixth

chapters of the prophecy of Hosea, and

that it was in the Lord's mind, too ;

where it is said of Ephraim that Ephraim

was conscious of his wounds and of his

sores , but that he flew to other resources

except to God ; and then when God

wrought on Ephraim's soul, according to

the first verse of Hosea vi. , they say,

" Come, and let us return unto the Lord :

for he hath torn, and he will heal us."

And I believe the Lord had that prophecy

with regard to Israel in His mind, and

that He applied this word to Himself,

N
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" They that be whole have no need of

the physician. " It is the sick man that

needs the physician ; it is the man that

is sick in soul that needs the great

Physician of souls ; it is the man that

is diseased, that has got festering wounds

and sores, either in his body or else in

his soul, that needs the great Physician.

" They that be whole have no need of

the physician, but they that are sick."

I came not to call the righteous but

sinners to repentance. " And how wel-

come that must have fallen on the hearts

and ears of poor things that were there.

If there was a weary, broken, miserable

heart, just think of what that must have

brought to it. Think of the warmth and

comfort and cheer those words must have

brought to a poor, disconsolate one . Be-

loved friends, I know I am speaking to

saints of God here to-night ; but believe

me, we need that too for our poor hearts,

just as much as poor, wretched creatures

out in this world need the grace of Christ.

Do you think saints do not need the grace
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of Christ ? It is just the very thing they

stand in need of. And I will give you

a touching little illustration that came

before me a short time ago, which will

help to shew the blessedness and kindness

and goodness that were in that heart, that

made every poor, needy thing welcome.

I believe it is an ascertained fact, and

naturalists will tell you so, that sometimes

in the state of the atmosphere in storms,

small birds are driven very far out to

sea, and get out of their reckoning alto-

gether, and almost lose themselves. It

is related by a traveller, who was crossing

the ocean, that on one occasion, after a

very severe storm, there was a little lark

seen hovering over the vessel, as if weary

and worn out and longing to descend and

rest itself, but seemed too afraid. At last,

through sheer fatigue, the little creature

did alight upon the deck of the vessel,

and was in such a state of emaciation

through fatigue and hardship that it was

easily captured. But when this little bird

was in the warm, kind, gentle hand that
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grasped it, the poor little thing, after a

moment or two, began to enjoy the

warmth of that hand, and sat down upon

it , and got its poor little frozen feet under

its feathers, and looked about with its

sharp eye without the smallest fear. And

there is a hand, my brother and sister,

that you may go into to-night, in the

fatigue and weariness and sorrow and trial

of your heart ; and there is a warmth,

a tenderness, a gentleness in that hand ;

and not only that, but there is a protec-

tion too. It is the very figure that He

uses Himself. He says, " I give unto

them eternal life "-what a precious gift

that was " and they shall never perish,

neither shall any "-it is not any man, but

neither devil nor man " neither shall any

pluck them out of my hand."

The Lord in His infinite grace just give

our hearts to take the colour of this grace,

first of all to enjoy it for ourselves, and

secondly, to remember His own words—

and I leave them with you " Go and do

thou likewise, " for His name's sake.



THE CURE AND THE CALL.

(MARK III .)

I am anxious, beloved friends, to bring

before you this evening the two subjects

which go to make up this chapter, the

cure of the withered hand and the call of

Christ's chosen witnesses . They are very

different subjects, but still they are both

found in the chapter, and there is a kind of

connection between the two . I name them

in that way, because, with the Lord's help,

it may enable us to grasp a little better,

perhaps, the order of the truths that con-

nect themselves with both these subjects.

And first as to this cure. In the gracious

ministry of the Lord, and in His gracious

works of kindness and mercy here in this

world, it came in, in connection with the

dispute in the end of the previous chapter

about the sabbath . Now we need not

enter into the question at this moment with
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regard to the sabbath ; but this you will

find closely connected with it, that Christ's

rest shall I say His sabbath ? for sabbath

is rest-Christ's rest in this world was in

works of mercy ; in the gratification of the

love and goodness of His heart He found

His rest in a world of sin . God grant that

you and I may find our rest in that way.

And that is true rest, that is to say, where

there is divine love. You remember how

He said, “ My Father worketh hitherto

and I work." I wish I could press that

home upon my brethren here to-night : “ I

work." I am afraid, beloved brethren,

that too often we are more disposed, and

have a greater tendency and proclivity,

and find it a greater attraction, to reason

and speculate and argue and hair-split than

to work. " I work. " And you will find

how that marked in a very peculiar way all

the blessed grace and ministry of our Lord

Jesus Christ in this world. It was the

activity of divine love in a world of evil

and sin ; and therefore this case, you see,

was peculiarly suited to that disposition,
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while it was also suited to the purpose of

the scribes and Pharisees, who were the

legalists and Judaisers of that day, and

who would be glad to stand for the sabbath

and all that was connected with the sabbath

in that way, but who had no feeling for

misery and wretchedness in a right way in

this world such as Christ had. And hence

this case fell in exactly to the point ; and

not only was it apparently a seasonable

case for them, but it was the very case for

Him. And I think that is one of the

instances in which you find how opposite.

principles come out so constantly in the

characters and persons that are shewn to

us in scripture. He found in this poor

helpless man with the withered hand the

very case wherein to shew the mercy and

goodness and love of His heart. They

found in the same case the very one that

suited them-mark the words here " that

they might accuse him. " They cavilled

oftentimes, and when they wearied in

cavilling then they gathered up fresh

strength for accusation . That is what
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we find here ; " they watched him. "

The word " watched " is a very peculiar

word ; it is a strong word, implying hatred,

purposed malice, intent on malice, hostility

of the deadliest nature against Him-" they

watched him." Now it is a wonderful

thing when you think of it ; here were they,

positively assured that the Lord was about

to work this work of mercy, because their

whole plot was founded on that knowledge ;

they knew He had the power to heal ; they

knew He was about to do that which

shewed that God had come down in lowly

grace in His Person into this world, and

they, in their malice and in the hatred of

their hearts, desired for their wicked intent,

the cure of that man, that the mercy of

Jesus was about to bestow upon him . Now

can you imagine anything like it ? They

wanted him to be healed, they wanted that

work of mercy to be wrought. For what

purpose ? In order that they might have

a handle, in the maliciousness and hatred

of their hearts, to level an accusation

against the Lord of life and glory. That
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is the scene that is brought before us in

the opening verses of this chapter.

It is a very remarkable thing to see how

you find certain touches in scripture in the

description of cases that came before the

Lord. This is an instance in point. Luke,

for example, when he speaks of this case,

says the man's " right hand " was withered ;

Mark simply speaks of " a man with a

withered hand. "

Now, beloved friends, it is a great thing

just to catch these little differences that we

constantly find in the accounts given us in

the gospel history. Why does Mark

simply relate the fact, while Luke goes

into the details ? I believe for this reason :

the right hand being

A man

that first of all,

withered made the object of misery,

so to speak, more apparent .

denuded of the power of his right hand

would be far more helpless than a man

who simply had not the use of his left

hand ; his right hand was that which spoke

of power, and of the ability that belongs

peculiarly and specially to the man . There
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fore in the gospel which presents the Lord

Jesus Christ to us in His human nature,

and in all the tenderness and goodness and

love of it, the objects that arrested His

compassion and pity are always presented

in the extreme ; and the detail, which

would not come into Mark at all, or serve

the purpose of Mark, is in the Gospel of

Luke. Further, I have no doubt that

Luke, having been himself a physician,

would be led by the Holy Ghost thus

to describe the case. And therefore he

adds, " Whose right hand was withered. "

But I put first and chief, and before

all, the fact that the misery and wretched-

ness and helplessness and need

brought out stronger in the Gospel of

Luke, where the kindness and goodness

and compassion of the man Christ Jesus

are set before us at every turn. Now it is

a great thing for us to notice all these little

points and features in the ministry and

mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ ; because

we thus get to know Him in His service

by grace, and we get a little into His

are
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blessed company when we watch Him in

the details of His beautiful shining path

and ways of mercy in this world. Now we

read that " they watched him, whether he

would heal him on the sabbath day, that

they might accuse him ; " and He, knowing

what was in their hearts, knowing the

movements and motions of their minds

and souls , He who was the searcher of all

hearts, and knew exactly what passed

within every breast, anticipates their malice

and puts this question to them, whether it

was right to do good or to do evil, to

save life or to destroy on the sabbath day.

You will observe the skill, in grace, of our

Lord Jesus Christ in all this ; and you will

observe more, how nothing turned Him

aside from His wonderful works of mercy

and goodness here. The cavils of His

enemies, the danger even (as we speak of it)

that beset Himself, He was regardless of,

nothing turned Him aside ; if the hypo-

critical Pharisees and scribes of that day

hated mercy and goodness in Him, if He

was exposed to malice and hatred at the
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hands of men so that they sought to stone

Him and lay hands upon Him, yet nothing

turned Christ aside from ways of kindness

and works of mercy in this poor dark scene .

I do not know anything that speaks to our

hearts in such intense distinctness as this.

Alas! that we are so selfish ; it seems to

me to take so little to turn people aside

from the path of service for Christ and for

God ; a little fatigue, a little pressure upon

one's poor body, a little of what people call

over-doing it, and see how very quickly

the whole thing is given up. I feel greatly

touched when I see in the gospel this

peculiar feature of the service of that

blessed One who was the pattern servant,

the chiefest of servants here, how that

nothing stayed Him. I see His unwearied

path pressing on through everything ;

neither fatigue , nor cavil, nor malice, nor

scorn, nor danger, ever hindered Him from

His works of mercy ; and so you find it

everywhere.

Now just look for a moment at the

method of the cure, the kind of way in
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which the cure is effected. First of all,

He says to the man, " Stand forth. " That

is a very important word, " stand forth,"

because the great thing is to have the

object of helplessness and. need plainly

apparent before every eye. I have no

doubt that was the Saviour's object in

bringing this man forward, so that every

eye should rest upon the helplessness .

That poor, helpless, impoverished man

had lost the use of that which so peculiarly

belongs to man, and is so characteristi-

cally his power, that the right hand be-

comes the emblem of, and is constantly

used in scripture for, power and ability,

and favour too. The very place that He

is occupying to-night " at the right hand of

the Majesty in the heavens, " " being by

the right hand of God exalted, " speaks to

us of the favour and power and might that

has taken the Saviour from this world, and

set Him there before His God : and this

man with the right hand withered was to be

seen by every one as an object who was in

his own condition and circumstances per
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fectly powerless, so that every eye should

form its own conceptions of the dire need

that was there before Christ. " Stand

forth . " And he stands forth, and then

He puts this question that I have already

spoken of, this searching question that

goes down to the very depths of con-

science. Because there is conscience

there ; that conscience which man acquired

as a fallen being ; it was conscience under

the searching word and power of Christ

that compelled those men to be silent.

What could they say ? Their own con-

sciences, in the presence of that word, were

obliged to bear witness to the truth that

He pressed. There is a silence of con-

science that is far more expressive than

the most loud-sounding voice, the silence

of a conscience that is arrested by the

word of God, arrested by the word of

Christ, laid hold of by that power that

searches men through and through . Oh !

dear friends, there is something in this

silence-shall I call it the sullen silence-

of a conscience that cannot stand the
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piercing power of the Saviour's words.

They hold their peace ; and then in this

silence, when conscience is obliged to give

that tacit witness to the truth (and He was

" the truth " there before them) , He says

to the man (and I call your special atten-

tion to this for a moment), " Stretch forth

thine hand. " Do you observe that there

was no touch, no burden to be laid down

there by the man, there was no claim

upon him, so to speak, to alter anything ;

the Lord did not anoint this man's hand as

He anointed the blind man's eyes in John

ix. with the clay which His own spittle

had moistened, and sent him to wash in

the pool of Siloam : that scene has its own

beauty and its own moral characteristics in

its place in John ; here we read of no work,

no touch, no burden laid down, no clay

applied, no remedy used. What is it ?

" He spake and it was done. " There is

nothing that so beautifully and wonder-

fully brings out the power of the great

Servant like that word, " Stretch forth

thine hand ." The whole power is in that
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word, " Stretch forth thine hand. " What

I press upon my beloved brethren to-night

is, it was a word of power ; there was

power in that " Stretch forth " that relaxed

the muscles and freed that limb from its

atrophy ; that " Stretch forth " was exactly

the very opposite to his condition ; it was

the very thing the man could not do of

himself ; his powerlessness to stretch forth

his hand marked exactly the phase and

condition he was in ; and therefore, as I

said before, the Lord's words were words

of power, and those words-not works-of

power, accomplished the whole thing. It

would be simply impossible for that man not

to stretch forth his hand ; that is the point

wherein the truth lies. And I look upon all

the speculations that sometimes have been

crowded around cases of this kind in scrip-

ture as mere idle, shallow perversions of

the truth . Sometimes, you know, they say

that the man stretched forth his hand and

joined his faith with the word of Christ.

I believe the simple word accomplished

everything. I should like to know what
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there was that joined its faith with this

word, " Let light be ; and light was. "

It is the simple fiat of the great Creator,

that is what it was ; it is the simple word

of the One who can speak and the thing is

done. You know it is exactly the opposite

with men ; it matters not how great a

man may be, or how small a man may

be (though I suppose very few men are

small in their own estimation), but you

will always find that what characterises

man as such is a great ado, a certain

amount of noise and trumpet-blowing ;

attention must be called to his actings.

I was struck the other day in reading

the account of the cure of Naaman the

Syrian, how clearly that comes out. The

word of God, through the prophet Elisha,

to him was, Go, wash seven times in

Jordan, and your flesh shall come again

as the flesh of a little child, and you

shall be clean. And the great captain

was exceedingly enraged. I thought, he

says, that he would surely come out, and

would have passed his hand over the place,

Ο



194 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL.

" Stretch

and recovered the leper : I thought he

would have done something in keeping

with the dignity of the person that is

come to him for cure : I thought he would

have accomplished something in keeping

with all that is supposed to go along with

the wonder-working power of a great man,

that there would be the externals to mark

the thing. You never find that with Christ,

beloved friends ; that is what marks man

in his littleness, his emptiness, his bloated

vanity. But where there is divine power

it is silent, noiseless, mighty ;

forth thine hand. " How blessed it is to

think of it. I will shew you where faith

took that up if you like, and faith in a

poor Gentile, too. You remember the

case of the centurion : “ Lord, " he says,

" I am not worthy that thou shouldest

come under my roof, neither thought I

myself worthy to come unto thee." May

God grant us a little more of that kind

of faith, lowly faith, self-emptied faith,

the absence of that wretched, miserably

small self esteem that so settles upon us
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con-oftentimes, and is in very truth

temptible in its littleness " neither thought

I myself worthy to come unto thee, but

speak the word only, and my servant shall

be healed. For I am a man under authority,

having soldiers under me : and I say to this

man, Go, and he goeth ; and to another,

Come, and he cometh ; and to my servant,

Do this, and he doeth it." What does the

Lord say ? " I have not found so great

faith, no, not in Israel." There is where

the faith came in ; there was faith that

recognised the mighty power of Jesus as

God, and knew it was not necessary for

Him to come down to the house, and

felt he was not worthy to entertain the

Saviour under his roof ; but all that was

needed was a word, " Say in a word, and

my servant shall be healed. " You have

the principle of that here, too, hence the

Lord says, " Stretch forth thine hand.

And he stretched it out, and his hand

was restored whole as the other."

Now note the effect of this cure. The

effect of it is increased malice, increased
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hatred of Christ, shewing itself in these

wretched enemies, these hypocritical scribes

and Pharisees, in their attempt now to

plot. Notice these things, beloved friends,

they always go together ; cavil, accusa-

tion, scheming, and plotting . Wherever

you find them they are deeds of darkness,

and the devil's hand is behind the scene.

Look at the kind of plotting it is ; and

I beseech my brethren's earnest attention

to it for a moment. They " took counsel

with the Herodians. " The Herodians were

the ancestral enemies of the Jews ; of all

people that were opposed to each other were

the Jews and the Herodians ; but they would

go down to their own enemies, the people

that were positively against them, the

people that they had the greatest hatred

towards and the greatest possible dislike

and fear of, they actually put their heads

together and shake hands with them, so to

speak. Just as Herod and Pontius Pilate

did over the murder of Jesus Christ, so

scribes and Pharisees are prepared to

amalgamate and shake hands with the
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Herodians, that they might destroy Jesus.

How one sees that awful principle in the

world to-day ! If there is anything to be

done against the truth, and against Christ,

and against the testimony of God and the

word of God, the most opposite people will

shake hands over it together, and merge

their common differences, to blot out and

obliterate the truth. And it is very inter-

esting, though solemn, to remember this,

that it was a Herod who sought to get

information from the wise men when the

infant King of the Jews was born into

this world ; and the very spirit that struck

at His cradle in that day is revived here in

this scene that we are looking at in this

scripture. The same principle that sought

to slay Him when He was born, is ready

now to assert its malignity and hatred

against Him in His deeds and acts of

mercy . That is how the Herodians were

called in. I believe they were far more

a political sect of that day than a religious

sect ; I believe, indeed, that they were

characteristically political ; but at any rate,
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they are just at the hand of these scribes

and Pharisees to plot together with them,

in order to destroy Jesus.

Now, beloved, that is the effect of mercy

upon a wicked man ; there is nothing that

brings out sin like grace ; there is nothing

that stirs up the hatred of the devil or the

hatred of the votaries and slaves of Satan

more than the mercy and goodness and

character and nature of God exhibited in

this world . Hence, though there was this

cure, though this poor man was relieved,

though that withered hand was restored,

and the man had the use of it now, and

from being powerless has now got that

which specially belongs to man in his

strength, still nothing will stay and nothing

will stop the awful malice and hatred of

men against Christ, and His truth and

ways of mercy here .

And there is another little word which

I think very instructive and very blessed

for us . When this {plot is sought to be

entered into and this combination is on the

eve of being made, it says, " The Pharisees
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went forth and straightway took counsel

with the Herodians against him how they

might destroy him. But Jesus withdrew

himself." I think there is something so

blessed and so exceedingly touching to the

heart to observe the ways of the blessed

Lord, even when He was thwarted in His

works of mercy in this world. It brings to

one's mind the beautiful words of the

prophet about Him, “ He shall not strive

nor cry, neither shall his voice be heard in

the streets . " He was Lord of all ; true ,

He had become a servant, He had taken

human form and become a man ; yet He

was Lord of all. If ever there was one

who might have asserted His power to

hold His position in acts and works of

mercy, it was Jesus Christ : if ever there

was one who we might think was called

upon to defeat every opposition to Him

that this gracious ministry might not be

impeded in the midst of Israel, it was Jesus

Christ. But you never find that, beloved

friends ; He always withdrew, He never

strove . May God help us to learn a lesson
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from that ; may God, in His infinite grace,

give us to take in that word (it is a blessed

word), " The bondsman of the Lord must

not strive. " That is a great word, my

beloved brethren, servants of our Lord

Jesus Christ here to -night ; God help us to

remember it : " The bondsman of the Lord

must not strive, but be patient to all. " It

is very easy to be patient to a person who

does not make much demand on you ; it is

very easy to be patient when everything is

going smoothly ; but, oh ! not to strive

even when you think things are crooked,

and even where you think things might be

better. How blessed to know that there

is One who has it all His own way, and

always has and will have the last word.

How blessed just to be able to leave

things. I mourn in my soul that some

of us act as if God was not able to order

things without us : I cannot help feeling

it when I see the way things are done

sometimes ; it looks as if God wanted us

to help Him to carry out His purposes .

But where there is faith in the living God,
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that His eye and hand are over all-not

merely where you have all correct at the

back of your head ; I do not count any-

thing faith if you are not prepared to act

upon it ; it is credence ; but faith acts ; that

is the difference between mere credence

and faith-but where a person has faith

in the word of God, he says, I am going

to act that out, by God's help and grace.

And how are you going to act it out ?

" I am seeking grace to be patient, I am

going to leave things with God ; " and

He will settle them a great deal better

than you can. You may think it is a plati-

tude, but it looks sometimes as if we did

not think so ; I suppose no one would dare

to say so, but do we practise it, that is the

point ? I leave that with you, note it well

how in the ways of the Lord Jesus in His

service , “ He withdrew Himself. "

Having explained the cure as far as I

can see it, and drawn some lessons from it ,

I desire to ask you before I enter on the

second subject, whether you have thought

about the spiritual meaning of this man with
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the withered hand. Here was a case of

healing and cure and mercy bestowed by

the Lord upon the earth ; but is there not

a spiritual meaning, a deep spiritual lesson ,

lying couched in the fact that this man's

hand was withered ? Now I believe that

it does point, in a very peculiar way, to

service. And I not only say that with

regard to the subject itself, but it is entirely

in keeping with this gospel, the gospel of

service. I think it is striking that it should

be the hand ; we have seen that there is

every phase ; we have had before us the

leprosy and the fever, now we get the hand.

And is it not true (oh ! will you not bear

with me if I speak a little more strongly

and earnestly), that some of God's people

are perfectly paralysed as to christian

service ? Is it not true that there are

withered hands amongst us ? Would to

God that there were more withered

tongues ! but O to have the hand untied .

It speaks to me so loudly and so distinctly

with regard to positive acts of mercy and

goodness for Christ, labour for Christ, zeal
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for Christ, energy for Christ. Why the fact

is-there can be no question or doubt about

it-there are numbers of people who do not

even seem to have a passing thought that

Christ has something for them to do !

And that is just how I look at this withered

hand : it speaks to me of the perfect

paralysis, of the positive spiritual atrophy,

that I see in too many with regard to

service for our Lord Jesus Christ in this

day. And I see no cure for it except the

cure that is here ; that is to say, we must

be assured, have to do with Christ to

get that order of things rectified. No one

can possibly release from the paralysis of

the hand in service, to the bounty and

goodness of that hand in dispensing God's

favour and mercy here in this world, but

the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. And we

must be ready-and I put it to my beloved

brethren here to-night as to whether we

are ready for Him to say, “ Stand forth. "

Are you ready that it should be perfectly

plain that you have been, so to speak, a

poor spiritual idler, as far as the service of
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cure.

Christ in this world is concerned, selfishly

thinking of your own interests, and talking

about them, and not one thought of shew-

ing that mercy which you profess has

flowed into yourselves ? Are you ready for

Him to say " Stand forth " ? It must be

perfectly patent and plain before all , first as

to the disease, and then as to the blessed

You remember that word from His

own lips, “ Stretch forth thine hand ; " and

oh ! my brothers, do not be unwilling for

Him to say that to you : then only you

will go and stretch forth your hand to the

needy and to the miserable and lost and

destitute ; and you will stretch it out, filled

with the grace and kindness of Christ, and

remembering this word, " There is that

scattereth and yet increaseth, and there is

that withholdeth more than is meet, and it

tendeth to poverty. " Bear well in mind

that is not money only. I remember long

ago one used to think it applied only to

money, and how one used to treat that

passage, too, whenever there was need to

beg. But it is a different thing entirely from
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that ; it is the whole range of christian

service first to Christ and then to all under

Him, seeking to do the best you can ; as He

said of the woman, " She hath done what

she could." What a wonderful thing !

May God in His infinite grace give our

hearts to desire He should say that to us,

Well, it is not very much, but you have

done what you could.

Now look for a moment more at the

second subject, this call of the chosen

witnesses. And the first thing in it I ask

your attention to is the place where the

call is heard. I do not think it is without

reason that we are told He went up into a

mountain ; because, beloved friends, that

points to the fact that ministry comes from

above, and is not in any sense from men.

That is the first great thing, ministry

according to God comes from above.

goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto

him whom he would. " Not only that, but

look at the sovereignty of it ; it was

“ whom he would." I do not dwell upon

it to-night, because time would not permit ;

“ He
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but I believe there was what we might call

a double election ; " He called to him

whom he would," and they responded to

the call ; how could they help it ? All that

He called answered, and out of those

whom His sovereign grace had thus

brought around Himself, He chose twelve,

He elected twelve. Now that is exceed-

ingly instructive for our hearts ; it is an

immense comfort that whilst on the one

hand we positively refuse, and I trust we

always will tenaciously and stoutly refuse

to own any source of ministry except the

ascended glorified Christ, yet on the other

hand He calls as His servants whom He

will. I believe it is a great thing to hold

this fast, namely, that there is no other

source of ministry in this world except

what coines from the ascended, glorified

Christ, Head over all things to the church

His body. Now do not think for

moment that I am extreme in that state-

ment ; I hold that there are servants of

Christ, called by Him, gifted by Him, and

sent by Him, too, scattered up and down

a
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in all the sad disunion and ramifications

of Christendom : I have learnt through

grace, and I trust I shall always hold it

fast, that the gifts are in the whole church,

and not in part ; that God is pleased in the

sovereignty of His grace and goodness to

work where and how and by whom He

wills. Still, I also know how spoiled and

deficient as to the prime thought of Christ

is their service and ministry, by reason of

their position. My business and your

business, beloved friends, is to be sure that

our feet are treading in the path that He

has marked out for us ; but it is a great

thing to keep the balance of truth and not

to be one-sided, and not to exaggerate on

the one hand, or come short on the other.

It is a great thing to maintain the large-

ness and width of divine truth in our souls

whilst walking in the narrow path. I see

then that He calls to Him whom He will ;

and I believe He does so now, that He

has His servants scattered up and down

through this world. Alas ! how many of

them are not in their true place according
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to scripture, but they are His servants for

all that, and let us take care how we inter-

fere with them. When we speak of minis-

try in that way, it is a great thing that we

should plainly apprehend and understand

the distinction between ministry in its

intense individuality, and the assembly

with its collective privileges and duties .

The two things are quite distinct ; there is

no such thing according to scripture as a

servant of Christ who is little better than a

slave of what they call a church or an as-

sembly or a meeting. All that is man's

invention and to be refused . I quite

admit that Christ's servants are amenable

to the discipline and the order of the house

of God ; but for direction as to where thev

go, or when they go, or to whom they go,

they are individually and only responsible

to their Master and their Lord.

Now all that comes before us here in the

fact that He went up into a mountain ; it

points, as I have said, to the divine source

of ministry. And there is a beautiful little

touch in connection with the call ; it says ,
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" He appointed twelve. "
" Ordained " is

the word used here in the Authorised

Version of the scriptures ; in reality there

is no such thought as " ordained, " as men

now say, at all in it ; " appointed " is the

force of the word. I have no objection

whatever to the word " ordained," provided

it is used in true sense. " He appointed

twelve, that they might be with him ; " that

is what I want our hearts to take in ; it is

so blessed to know " that they might be

with him." Oh ! beloved brothers here

to-night, those who through grace can put

their hands upon their heart and say, I

trust the Lord has called me to the minis-

try, and sent me to minister for Him,

think of this ; first, " with him :" let us

never forget that. In this lies the power

of all service, and in this as well is the

savour of all service ; this is where the joy

of service is ; " with him. " " He appointed

twelve, that they might be with him, and

that he might send them." Mark the

order, for it is most important ; first, " with

him. " What rest and peace ! How could

P
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one ofttimes ever go forth to others if one

were not first with Him ? Ah ! and most

with Him, too. Beloved friends, you may

depend upon it that when ministry, how-

ever earnest, however assiduous, however

constant, however unflagging and untiring

it may be I say, when ministry to others

outstrips and outsteps " with him, " it has

lost its savour, and its power, and its real

effect and influence. May God help us to

keep that clear. " He appointed twelve,

that they might be with him. " It speaks

of communion, of intimacy, of intercourse,

of divine and heavenly familiarity, of near-

ness ; of all that is bound up in these

precious words, “ with him. "

And then, observe, “ That he might send

them. " Now that is a great thing ; we

must through grace be able in our ministry

to prove that we are sent . " How shall

they preach except they be sent ?" I do

not believe in any being self-sent. I do not

believe in self-constituted servants ; I think

all that kind of thing is just as bad, if

not worse than people-made ministers .
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I think one of the most miserable

beings in this world is a

a

man-made

far more

"He

minister ; but I think it

miserable thing for a man to hold no

commission save from himself ; I believe

that is the worst of all-it is consecrated

self- will. But we must have this,

sent them. " And when I speak of that,

I am not speaking of it simply because

of the words, but I delight to think that

this is exactly the character He took Him-

self in this world ; it is precisely what

He continually said with regard to His

service here. I did not come of Myself,

He says, blessed Lord of life and glory

though He was : " Neither came I of my-

self, but he sent me. ” “ Go, wash in the

pool of Siloam, which is by interpretation,

Sent ." " The Father sent the Son to be

the Saviour of the world. " How blessed

that is ! The Lord Jesus in His service

and ministry exhibited that very character

here below, and His servants must exhibit

the same. Hence it says, He sent them

forth to preach. He did give them power
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to work miracles, and power over demons,

but their great service and great work was

preaching : He sent them forth to preach.

The word that is used for preaching here

is a word that implies preaching as a

herald. You can preach as an evangelist,

you can preach as a herald, or you can

speak in a kind of conversational way, and

thus convey the mind of Christ ; but here

it is the herald; they were to be heralds of

grace and the heralds of His glad tidings.

And then we get their names . I do not

dwell upon that now, but what I am struck

with in their names is this, that they were

men of every conceivable kind of natural

characteristic, and there were not two alike .

They were simple men that were away

from all the prejudices and passions of

men ; they were humble men, men that

led a homely life, most of them Galilean

fishermen . The more one thinks of whom

He surrounded Himself with as servants

of His own pleasure and choice, the char-

acter and kind of persons they were, the

more one's heart is struck with the beauty
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of it all. There is nothing so blinding as

prejudice ; they were free from that. I

was struck with what I was reading only

this very day, namely, that in the seven-

teenth century Harvey discovered the cir-

culation of the blood ; there is not a man

in his senses at the present moment who

would deny it, but there was not a phy-

sician forty years of age that believed it at

that time. Why ? Under the blinding

power of prejudice ; and if that has such

a wonderful effect in things terrestrial and

secular, we know to our cost how pervert-

ing and darkening and deluding it is in

things spiritual. You might as well try to

get sense into a wall as try to get a truth

of God into a mind that is darkened with

prejudice. Now what I notice is that

these men were simple men, and the first

men to whom the message of mercy and

greatness and goodness in this world was

made known were " shepherds abiding ir.

the field, keeping watch over their flocks

by night. " Dear men these were, apart

from all the ways of the city that man
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made, and lovers of the country that God

made. So here were these Galilean fisher-

men, simple, humble men in life . These

are the chosen disciples and the chosen

witnesses to accompany the Lord of life

and glory in His service in this world.

O that we may learn to admire His blessed

words, and to adore Him for His blessed

ways.

I must say in closing one little word

more, and then I will return to it, if the

Lord permit, next week. You find how

little man understands-friends and enemies

are all alike in misunderstanding--the ways

of Christ. You find here that His friends

actually thought Him beside Himself.

Blind nature, that never comprehends

Christ's ways ! And then there was the

malice and vile wickedness of these

hypocritical scribes and Pharisees, that

attributed these works of mercy to the

devil. Now when all that comes out here,

some one comes to the Lord and says,

Your mother and your brethren desire

to see you. He says , Who is my
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mother or my brethren ? Now He breaks

all natural associations, He breaks off

from all natural links, He disowns all

natural ties ; and mark what He says.

" Who is my mother or my brethren ?

Whosoever shall do the will of God, the

same is my brother and my sister and

mother. " I do not know a word in scrip-

ture that is so comforting as that ; He

applies the dear titles and the dear names

of relationship to the person who in this

self-willed world does God's will ; " Who-

soever shall do the will of God." Ah .

beloved friends, that obedience, how blessed

it is to think of it ! It is not a feeling that

evaporates, it is not the self- esteem that

will come to an end sooner or later ; a

broken heart can render obedience,

broken heart can be subject ; and that

is what I call real life. It is not that

sort of life that in reality does not live .

There is a thing that moves which is not

life ; it is like a balloon, it goes up by

its emptiness, and it comes down when its

inflation is over ; but real life, what is

a
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ence.

its principle, what is its character ? Obedi-

" Whosoever shall do the will of

God, the same is my brother and my sister

and mother. " May God grant that we

may understand that, beloved friends, and

may He by His grace so write His precious

word to-night on all our hearts, that we may

take it in a little more through His grace,

and that it may come out in us practically

to His praise and glory, through Jesus

Christ our Lord .



THE SOWER AND THE RESTER.

MARK IV. 1-23 ; 35-41.

I am anxious, beloved friends, to bring

before you a little this evening the blessed

Lord in both these scenes here. In the

first part He is the unceasingly laborious

Sower of the word ; in the last part He

is the weary, resting man. You find Him

perfect in both positions. It is very strik-

ing to see Him setting forth the new place

that He had taken Himself, consequent

upon the breaking off of all earthly re-

lationships with His own people, and no

longer looking for seed or fruit in this

world from men, but now Himself sowing

it to produce fruit by His doctrine and

teaching in this world ; and as we have

noticed in the other scenes of His blessed

ministry and service that we have looked at,

sowing it assiduously, unweariedly, in acts

of mercy and ways of goodness on every

side. Then in the close of the chapter
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we see Him, I have no doubt, seeking

for rest and repose as far as His blessed

frame and body was concerned. He says

to His disciples, “ Let us go
over to

the other side. " I have a little word to

say as to what I am assured is a deep

moral and spiritual lesson in it for us,

but still the fact was that for Himself, as a

man, he would rest. I am speaking of Him

now as the servant ; He was wearied with

His journey, as we know He was when He

sat on Jacob's well. He proposes to them

to go across to the eastern shore of the lake.

We will, by God's help, look a little after-

wards at the circumstances with regard to

the storm, how it found Him and how it

found them.

First of all, with regard to the seed-

sowing. Notice the way it is introduced ;

it is the first beginning of His minis-

try in parables. What we have had

before us up to the present have been

works of mercy, ministry in acts

rather than in preaching, though there

was preaching as well , there was also
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teaching ; but still, for the most part,

what we have been considering these

weeks past have been works and acts

of mercy in which His goodness was dis-

played. But here now you have, more

properly speaking, ministry itself, and

ministry after a peculiar form, even after

a parabolic method ; He is teaching by

parables . I think there was an especial

reason for His doing that. First of all,

as the opposition to Him in His service

is increased (for we find it increasing as

we go on in the gospel) , as this opposi-

tion was growing on every hand, and

the hatred and dislike of His enemies

met Him more at every turn, He has

recourse in the wisdom and blessed

knowledge of His own mind, to this

method of imparting instruction in the

face of the opposition. Also, I have no

doubt at all, it was the governmental

dealing of God with a people who had

always rejected the plain words and

plain truth that had been set before them

both by His forerunner and Himself.
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Hence this passage quoted from Isaiah vi.

is a very solemn passage ; He gave it

as the reason why He taught them in

parables ; He expounded them to the

disciples, but He taught the people in

parables : " That seeing they may see

and not perceive, and hearing they may

hear and not understand. " That is to

say, there was, in the manner of instruc-

tion, and in the mode of conveying the

doctrine, as far as the people were con-

cerned, a judicial dealing with them. The

people had positively refused Him. You

must remember that His forerunner had

set Him forth in the plainest way, and

His own acts and works of mercy declared

distinctly who He was, and yet He was

rejected ; and as we saw last week, He

rejects and breaks off all associations with

His own people after the flesh. He says,

" Who is my mother and my brethren ?

And he looked round about on them that

sat about him and said, Behold my mother

and my brethren ; for whosoever shall

do the will of God, the same is my
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brother and my sister and mother. " That

is to say, He recognises in a self- willed

generation and in self-willed time,

when all minds passed over to their own

way-He recognises, I say, as in the dearest

and tenderest ties to Him those who were

governed by the will of God. Now, be-

loved friends, that is very blessed for our

souls , even that He counts in the dearest

and tenderest and nearest relationship to

Himself in that way the one who by

grace does His Father's will. You can

see at once how this opened distinctly

the way for what we may call this new

action here. He is not looking for any-

thing from man ; after that I should not

expect that He would seek to find any

thing, even in Israel here. Now He

takes this entirely new place ; He is

now the producer of what He would

have ; He is not seeking for it now, He

is about to sow ; He takes the place of

Sower ; He sows this seed, falling upon

different soils, and with different effects .

He begins it with this : " Hearken."
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And that is a word that is peculiar to

Mark ; you will not find it in the other

gospels : " Hearken. " I believe He had

a reason for using this word ; first of

all as a caution against anything like

levity of mind with respect to the sim-

plicity of the figure under which He would

convey the most profound truth " Hear

ken "-He has something to communicate

which, perhaps, at first sight would be of

little account to those who listened or

heard, and therefore He would impress

upon them the importance of what He

is about to convey.

Then there is another word, and all

these are important to notice " Behold ."

I think that justifies the inference that

has been drawn from it, that there was

such a scene going on there under their

very eyes, that is to say, there was a

sower sowing his seed. The Lord was

in the boat on the sea, and the people

were on the land, and it is more than

probable that there was such

before them there and then, for we know

a scene
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how often the Lord drew His parabolic

instructions and lessons from things in

nature, as they passed before the eyes

of those to whom He was communicating

His mind. So it might be that there was

within their sight a husbandman engaged

in his field with his seed, and therefore the

Lord says, Hearken, behold, a sower

went forth to sow." Yet it is His own

case ; it is the place He has taken in

this world.

،،

But there is one other little word before

we pass on which connects itself with that.

We must remember, beloved friends , that

the seed here is distinctly the word of

God, the word is what is really sown,

and sown broadcast ; He preached the

kingdom of God, His servants since have

preached ; but that was what was really

sown here broadcast in this world. And

that which makes it so very important, is,

there is no expectation now from man at all,

there is no looking that anything could

now be produced even from Israel, which

was the best specimen of humanity in this
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world ; it must be now an entirely new

and divine thing, that is, as it were, planted

in this world. Hence you get seed,

heavenly seed, if you so like to call it ; be-

cause everything in that sense that really

is for God in this world is heavenly, has

come from heaven ; you cannot get any-

thing from man or from the earth, it must

all come from above. And hence it is

not only a new action, but there is an

entirely new seed now which is about to

be sown, which is the word of God : " the

seed is the word of God " He tells us

Himself when He interprets it.

Now we have the different classes, and

I think you will notice three things in

them. The first class is indifference ; there

was the wayside, and as the sower sowed,

some of the seed fell by the wayside. The

meaning of the wayside was the hard foot-

path that had been trodden down through

the cultivated field, and which had become

hard by the constant pressure of the feet

upon it. Some seed fell upon this foot-

path, and the fowls of the air came and
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devoured it : that is indifference , and that

is what we see continually and constantly.

But there are two things that are very

momentous for us to take account of ; there

is not merely the badness and unprofitable-

ness, so to speak, of the soil upon which

the seed fell ; not merely the sterility and

hardness and barrenness of the soil , but

there is a distinct power of the devil as well

which acts here. You will observe the two

things , the wayside and the fowls ; and we

must not forget that, because the blessed

Lord when He interprets the parable tells

us that the fowls really correspond to and

set forth the evil influence of Satan, the

devil, the adversary of God and men, the

accuser of men too, the devil is watching

and waiting at every moment to snatch

away the seed that is sown. And, char-

acteristic of this gospel of Mark, that word

I have pointed out to you as so frequently

occurring in it is here ; " immediately."

When this seed falls on that soil there is

nothing in the soil that is in kindred char-

acter to produce anything from that seed,

Q
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but on the contrary it is the very place

where Satan can come and " immediately "

snatch the seed away. That is the in-

difference one continually finds with regard

even to the truth of God in this world ; we

are confronted with it every day, a sort of

callous, cold, hard, stoical indifference to

the whole thing. There is a very remark-

able illustration in the apostle Paul's

ministry of this " wayside ;" I was struck

with it in looking at it recently. Read at

your leisure Acts xvii., when the apostle

was at Athens. What did he find at

Athens ? That they lived simply to culti-

vate some fantastic novelty for their mind,

and to listen to and gather up some new

thing, but there was the most absolute in-

difference with regard to truth. When

the apostle pressed it upon them you

remember what they said, " He seemeth

to be a setter forth of strange gods, because

he preached unto them Jesus and the

resurrection. " And not only that, but

they mocked, and they were perfectly

ready to defer the preacher of that gospel
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to another time. It was " the wayside. "

The word was sown by the servant of God ;

it fell upon a surface trodden down by the

feet of natural interests. That is what the

wayside hearer is ; it is a surface of mind

that the feet of natural interests have

trodden hard. That is what the Athenians

were ; the devil came and took away the

precious seed at once, and there was

nothing at all produced. What a word it

is! And it is for us as Christians and

believers in our Lord Jesus Christ to learn

lessons from such a word as this. You

see, beloved friends , what indifference

leads to ; we can see it, perhaps, a little

more plainly in its wide general sense in

the world ; but the same thing, the very

same principle, will work with us as regards

the truth of God, that affects the worldling

and unconverted person . If you get to be

a wayside hearer, if you get a hard, stolid,

stoical mind and heart, so that the word

falls on it and produces nothing, but on the

contrary is snatched away by Satan, you

will find the very same thing in principle ;
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you will find that there is a measure of

indifference.

If you hang your hands down in sloth-

ful ease, if you simply give yourselves to

this principle which has been promulgated

to a very great extent of late, and which is

considered to be a very good and just

thing to press upon people, that you have

nothing to do but just simply to open your

ear in a sort of listless way and take the

thing in, that there is to be no exercise of

soul or heart, no subjective process in your

heart by the Spirit of God, you become

practically in principle wayside hearers of

the truth of God. I do not say in fact,

because of course in fact we are speaking

of that which is outside ; but the principle

of it. If your heart is uncultivated, if there

is no tenderness and softness of soil there,

if it is merely trodden down by those feet

that constantly pass over it every day,

there is nothing to receive the seed ; and

not only that, but the devil is at hand ; and

mark this, the very best bit of truth that

falls upon your heart, if it does not receive
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through God's grace a lodgment there, and

if it does not by His mighty power get a

place in the soul, that is the very truth the

devil will take from you. Therefore you

find these two things ( I am speaking

now to saints for a moment, to try and

draw lessons from this), there is the state

of the mind and the state of the heart, and

there is also the bird of prey that is ready

to take the seed away. And I have

observed, and painfully observed, often-

times, that when that is the case, very

soon the terms of the truth disappear ; that

when people have simply rested in the

terms, by-and-by there was not a shred

of the terms left with them. I have seen

often that the very outward expression,

the very outward name that is attached to

certain truths of God has gone as sure as

the truth itself has not pulverised the soil

of the soul and received a lodgment there

by God's Spirit. The truth is gone, and

the state becomes the most appalling deadly

indifference , even in the children of God .

The Lord help us to watch against that ;
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are

it is a most dangerous condition of things.

Therefore I call that first principle here

indifference ; the wayside hearers

indifferent hearers ; there is no softness in

the soil to receive the word ; it is hard and

trodden down, and the bird of prey is on

the alert, and the seed is taken away.

Now look at the second for a moment.

“ And some fell on stony ground, where it

had not much earth ; and immediately it

sprang up, because it had no depth of

earth : but when the sun was up it was

scorched ; and because it had no root, it

withered away. " Now if what we have

already looked at is indifference, this is

shallowness ; here you get a shallow order

of things. If you get carelessness and

recklessness and insensibility in the first,

here you get want of root, want of depth,

shallowness and emptiness ; and that is

what the stony ground hearer is. The

expression on stony ground " does not

mean exactly, perhaps, what we mean

when we use the word conventionally ; it

is not ground in which there are stones,

،،
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because that of itself would not hinder the

root getting down into the earth ; but what

the blessed Lord means here by stony

ground is a positive surface of rock, over

which there was a very slight and thin

coating of earth. It is not the ground or

soil that has stones merely scattered about

in it, as you may have often seen as you

pass through the country, but here it is a

hard surface or bed of rock, over which

there is a slight coating of earth. And

the Lord says in His parable, there is no

depth of earth, there is no root. Look

what happens ; the seed falls there, and

it is a very remarkable thing--immediately

it springs up. Now, beloved friends, we

have often seen that ; and we have to

watch against that kind of thing. Imme-

diately it springs up; that is to say, that

the growth in the first instance is as rapid

as the withering at the close. It springs

up with a rapidity in proportion to the

absence of depth. I daresay there may be

a great deal of feeling about it, but it is

only feeling ; and there may be a great
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deal of sentiment connected with it, but it

is only sentiment ; the solemn point here

is, that there was no depth of earth and no

root. Now what is that, beloved friends ?

I believe firmly if there be any truth that

needs pressing more earnestly than another

upon our consciences and hearts it is this ,

that there must be a deep root in con-

science, a work in conscience in our souls

before God. Oftentimes you will find that

people take up a thing for the delight and

joy of it, and, as has often been said, give it

up afterwards for the trouble it may bring ;

the conscience has never been penetrated

and pierced through and through, it has

never been pulverised by light. Con-

science must be gripped and grasped by

the light and truth of God ; that is the

way it enters, in ; if it does not enter in

that way it may perhaps affect a man in

two other ways, both of which are profit-

less. If it enter in merely by the mind, it

remains a cold, icy, powerless, unproduc-

tive, unprofitable thing : if it enter in

merely by the feelings, that perhaps will
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express itself like the noisy pebbles of the

brook, loud in proportion to its shallow-

ness ; there is a great noise made, but

there is no depth of water. It must be

deep down in the conscience, for in that is

the root and foundation for all the truth of

God ; conscience is the avenue to the

soul ; there is no other way by which truth

can really get into our souls except by the

conscience ; and therefore the first effect

of the truth of God upon a person, when it

comes in divine power, is to make a person

not glad, but greatly cast down, not to lift

a person up or to elate him ; it is not to

make a man go about and say, What a

beautiful word this is, how lovely it is, how

precious it is ! and so forth. That is only

vox et præterea nihil, a sound and nothing

When the word and truth of God

reaches our consciences in divine power it

must judge us ; the entrance in of light

must find out the darkness that is there ;

we must be subdued by it. The stony

ground hearer is exactly the opposite of all

this ; the whole thing is rapid ; the process

more .
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is rapid, growth is quick, externally it

looks beautiful to an untutored and un-

practised eye ; but mark the effect, " They

have no root in themselves ;" and observe

the interpretation the blessed Lord gives

of this, " These are they likewise which

are sown on stony ground, who, when

they have heard the word, immediately

receive it with gladness ; and have no root

in themselves, and so endure but for a

time : afterward, when affliction or perse-

cution ariseth for the word's sake, imme-

diately they are offended. " How often,

beloved friends, if we take that out of the

parabolic representation that is given of it

there, how frequently have we found that

principle working . It is not merely in

regard to the truth in the world and the

consciences and souls of men in the world ,

but how often have we found that working

in ourselves. Perhaps there is somebody

here to-night to whom this word comes,

and fits them exactly. How often have I

heard people say with regard to the truth

of God, " Oh ! I thought it was all so nice,
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it sounded so sweetly, it was indeed as a

lovely sound and as one who can play well

on an instrument, but now the whole thing

is changed as to my judgment, and I give

it all up. " Do you see the shallowness

and emptiness of the way in which the

truth-any truth you like, whether truth

about the church, or truth about Christ, or

whatever else it may be --- the shallow way,

I say, in which the truth has got hold of a

person, the entire absence of all real root

and depth of earth there ? The conse-

quence is, the moment trouble comes and

pressure comes, instead of that root being

deepened the whole thing is abandoned.

That is the history, I grieve to say, of

many a person to night ; they gave it up

for the trouble it entailed ; they took it up

for the joy, but they gave it up for the

trouble ; the moment there was pressure

for it they abandoned it ; they never

suffered for it. It is a grand thing to

suffer for the truth. I believe in my soul

that if the truth had been more suffered

for by us in these last days, we should
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cling more tenaciously with all our hearts

to it : I believe it has all been too easy,

instead of being like the Christians at first

and in New Testament times, when they

had to suffer on every side, and were cast

out and despised, and when the taking up

the part of the crucified Nazarene, and

professing themselves to be His disciples,

and following in His ways, put them out-

side everything that was accounted respect-

able, the friends and disciples of a crucified

Man, scorned and hated of all men for His

sake. We have not got that now, and are

we not correspondingly weak without it ?

Be assured, friends, that for which a person

suffers is the thing that is valued. If it

were possible to shed little of your

blood for the truth, if you could conceive

such a thing as a person going to the

stake and suffering for the truth .because

it was dear to the heart, if one could come

away from the stake, O what an inscription

that suffering would make of the blessed-

ness of the truth upon one's affections and

heart. The spirit of martyrdom and the

a
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spirit of the martyrs is not in this age.

The more I think of it the more solemn it

is to me ; people will not suffer for any-

thing ; the principle of the day is, let us

have it all with the greatest possible ease

and the greatest possible luxury, let it be

all a smooth way, the absence of all con-

trariety in every shape and form. Alas ! I

fear this is the principle, and in proportion

to it is the shallowness . That is what the

stony ground hearer brings before us ;

the shallowness, the emptiness, the rapid

growth that so quickly passes away.

We have an illustration of it in the

Epistle to the Galatians, as well as Paul's

ministry at Athens in Acts xvii. I think

his ministry in Galatia strikingly illustrates

the stony ground hearer, and is it not quite

evident that in Galatia there was very

great exuberance of feeling and heart ?

Does he not say, " I bear you record that

if it had been possible, ye would have

plucked out your own eyes and given them

to me. " They seem to have been per-

fectly entranced with the truth he brought
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before them ; but now he is obliged to say,

" I marvel that ye are so soon removed

from him that called you into the grace of

Christ unto another gospel, which is not

another. " He says, as it were, You have

given it up, or were on the eve of giving

it up.

“ And

Now let us look at the third class here,

that is, the thorns . In the thorns I see

the effect of mixed motives. I believe the

first is indifference, the second is shallow-

ness, and the third mixed motives.

some fell among thorns, and the thorns

grew up and choked it, and it yielded no

fruit. " The Lord explained it in this way ;

" These are they which are sown among

thorns, such as hear the word "-now mark

-" and the cares of this world, and the

deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of

other things entering in, choke the word,

and it becometh unfruitful. " There is a

double action in the thorns ; there is the

light-excluding power of the thorns, and

there is the terrible grip which the thorn

growing up has over the plant, so that it
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chokes it ; it has neither light nor fruit.

The light is excluded from the plant by

the power of the thorn, and it is choked

before it can produce fruit under the enor-

mous tenacity and grip of the thorn upon

it. Now mark what the Lord calls thorns

when he takes this out of parable and puts

it into reality for us. It is a very strong

word that is used in the original for

" cares, " the very strongest word that can

be used ; it means corroding, perplexing,

withering care, care that, so to speak,

would cut a man in two ! I believe that is

really the thought of it ; " the cares of this

world. " I want to press that earnestly

upon our hearts to-night ; because you

know we should all accept the other part

of it, we should all say, “ I know some-

thing about the deceitfulness of riches, "

though we might like to have them for all

that, and I quite believe there is a danger

of the " lusts of other things " coming in ;

but I am quite sure many of us to-

night might speak humbly before God

about cares , for we know what it is to
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pass through terrible anxiety about cares

till God in His infinite grace freed us

from them. But there is nothing that has

so destructive an effect upon a Christian as

care, and for this reason, because we think

in a kind of way, and reason to ourselves,

that we have a right, and that it is correct

and proper for us to have cares. Now

where have we learned that it is right and

proper for us to have cares ? Oh, the terrible

pressure of anxiety and fretting and trouble

and difficulty that too often settles down

upon us, " the cares of this world " do in-

deed corrode. Have we not a Father in

heaven whose heart delights that we should

roll our burden upon Him ? Is there not a

bosom and a heart where if you put your

head you can lose your care ? Does not

He invite us in the love of His heart really

to cast the thing upon Him, really to roll

it upon Him ? As the apostle says,

" Casting all your care upon him. " Why ?

In order to get free from it ? No, but

because " He careth for you. " " Be care-

ful for nothing," that is the same word.
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Do you say how ? " In everything by

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving

let your requests be made known unto

God ; and the peace of God, which passeth

all understanding, shall keep your hearts. "

It is these cares that wear people out, these

anxieties that press upon us. And more

than that, often it is not so much cares

about the present, but cares about the

future. How do you know that you will

have that future ? What right have we to

talk about to-morrow ? Look here, be-

loved friends, we oftentimes put before our

minds a to-morrow with some sort of per-

plexing worry we have to meet, when to-

day or to-night we might be with the Lord.

It is not to-morrow and the burdens that

we imagine, but it is to-day. How do

you know to-morrow will ever come.

Alas it is not only to-morrow, but we hear

people constantly say, " I do not know

what I shall do next year. " Why should

we trouble ourselves as to next year ?

Rather let us hearken to what the scrip-

tures bring before us, " Now we beseech

R
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you brethren, by the coming of our Lord

Jesus Christ and by our gathering together

unto him. " This is the proximate, imme-

diate hope before us. We have to do with

Him to-day, and He may be here before

to-night. A person said not long since to

me, " I did not think of that." The Lord

help us to think of it, how it disposes of all

anticipations. May we not well dread

about ourselves, and fear as to how far the

truth and doctrines we assert are practical

with us ? For instance, this very truth of

the Lord's coming, that precious, blessed

present living hope for our hearts. What

is the value of our assertion of it in words,

if by it we are not delivered out of this

wretched, miserable, corroding care with

regard to the future ? If it were in our

hearts in power I believe it would thus work.

I say I may not be here, yet if I am here,

and if the trouble is there, thank God,

there is One whose heart is sufficient, whose

tenderness is unbounded, whose power is

unlimited, and whose grace knows no end

and no let ; and is He going to desert me ?
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To

I believe in my soul it is a simple question

of our knowing Him, and knowing His

heart, so that we can trust Him.

know Him is to trust Him. I see all that

in connection with this word, " the cares

of this world. " O my dear brother or

sister, perhaps you have cares in your

family, and cares in your household ;

beware that they do not press you down ;

do not let them be like the thorns that

choke the living truth of the word of God

in your soul. " The cares of this world. "

" The deceitfulness of riches " I need

not dwell upon ; but I remember being

struck with the fact that cares are put

here with these things, and put first, too :
6.

The cares of this world, the deceitfulness

of riches, and the lusts of other things

entering in, choke the word and it becom-

eth unfruitful. "

Now I think I see a very remarkable

illustration of that, too, in the apostle's

ministry ; I believe his ministry at Corinth

was a perfect illustration of the thorns.

If you make yourselves acquainted in
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detail with the circumstances of the as-

sembly at Corinth, and with all the things

that were there, you will see how striking

it is. There they were at Corinth, setting

up factions and rival teachers, as if they

wanted to bring the schools into the church

of God : one said he was of Paul, another

said he was of Apollos, another said he

was of Cephas, and most sad of all, another

said he was of Christ. To make Christ

the head of a party was disgusting and

revolting in the extreme. Not only that,

but they got drunk at the Lord's supper ;

there was at Corinth immorality and

drunkenness, faction and party spirit ; and

together with all that, when you come to

the end of the epistle, you find that they

were positively wrangling and disputing

about the resurrection. If ever there was

a thorny field it was Corinth ; there was

every sort of evil there, " the deceitful-

ness of riches, " " the lusts of other things "

-because lust was rampant at Corinth-

and there was the apostle's word choked in

that assembly, and it became unfruitful.
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God in His infinite mercy and grace

wrought through His servant, and brought

them to their bearings ; but it is a striking

illustration of the thorns. I think those

three illustrations are most illustrative of

those three conditions-his ministry at

Athens of the wayside hearers, his ministry

in Galatia of the stony-ground hearers, and

his ministry at Corinth of all that takes

place in the thorns.

The Lord in His infinite grace give

us to be exercised before Him, that we

may not have the word choked. How

many a one I have seen where alas ! it

is so. It is a most expressive phrase,

" The word is choked, and it becomes

unfruitful ."

Then we have the last, namely, they

upon good ground. " Other fell on

good ground, and did yield fruit that

sprang up and increased ; and brought

forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and

some an hundred. " Then He gives the

explanation of it, " These are they which

are sown on good ground, such as hear
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the word, and receive it, and bring forth

fruit . " I need not dwell upon that, only

this, that what marked those on the good

ground was loyalty to the truth. Mark

the three things that are said here, they

heard, they received, and they brought

forth; three very important realities.

They heard ; many a one hears ; do you

receive ? They received, and then they

brought forth fruit, that is to say, they

practised it : they heard it, they received

it, they practised it ; some thirty, some

sixty, and some a hundred fold.

One little word more, and then we

will look at the last scene. Why does

this next illustration follow the parable

of the sower ? He says in verse 21 :

" Is a candle brought to be put under

a bushel or under a bed ? and not to

be set on a candlestick ? For there is

nothing hid, which shall not be manifested ;

neither was anything kept secret, but that

it should come abroad ." What is the

meaning of that ? Why should it come

there ? What connection has it with the
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sower ? You observe how He passes from

the similitude of the sower and seed and

various kinds of soil to a lamp-stand or

candle-stand, and He says, " Is a candle

brought to be put under a bushel or under

a bed ? " I believe it was the custom

amongst the Jews to have in each house

one bushel and one bed . It comes in very

strikingly, and to me it means not only

has the Lord sown the seed in this world,

but His intention is that it should shine,

and that it should be openly seen and

manifested here, so that the light of it

should spread on every side. Hence He

says, If you light a candle, you do not

go and put it under a bed or under a

bushel. I am afraid some of us are in-

clined to do that : what is wanted is that

the light should be seen, that it should

shine, that it should go out on all sides.

If you light a candle, you do not put it

under a bushel or under a bed, you put

it on a lamp-stand, that all may see the

light. I think it is most remarkable that

that symbol and that figure should come in
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immediately after the sowing of the seed,

indicating to us, that His truth is to

be continued in this world as a light that

everybody may see, and that it should

shine out, blessed be God, through His

people ; through us, if it has got into us ;

and that people should see it, and that

it should not be hidden away, as it were,

but brought out in open day, shining

before men. How blessed to see the

clear, bright light of truth shedding its

own rays on all around. Oh that it may

be so placed, as it were, on a lamp-stand,

that it may give light to all that are in the

house. I think that is the connection

between the lamp-stand and the sower.

Now let us look for a little at the end of

the chapter, because the varied glories of

our dear and precious Master are so com-

forting to the heart to dwell upon. We

come now to a different scene entirely.

After all the instruction given by Him

here, and after all His toil, He says a

little word that has a great deal of comfort

in it ; He says to His disciples, “ Let
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us go over to the other side. " Beloved

friends, I believe He says that to us,

and I do not believe there is any rest

elsewhere but " the other side." I believe

this side is for toil ; and I would to

God there was a great deal more of it,

hard, laborious toil, toiling in the interests

of Christ in this poor wretched world :

but " the other side " is where the rest

is, and oh, the sweetness of it. He says,

" Let us go over to the other side : " He is

inviting us over to the other side to- night.

It is so blessed to see that He proposes it ;

it does not come from them, it came from

Him. He says, as it were, “ II know

where the rest is. " I believe " the other

side " here in this chapter is as significant

as the " mountain " was where He chose

His disciples ; we were looking at it the

other evening, and I fully believe the

mountain is symbolical of the fact that

all true ministry in this world comes

from on high. So here, for all rest in

the midst of service, for all repose in

the midst of toil, for all real refreshment
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of heart, we must, brethren, “ go over

to the other side : " you will not find it

this side. This is the expenditure side ;

that is the side where your heart can

bask in all the fulness and refreshment

of His rest. O how blessed to think of

it ! What a strange thing it is that some

people do not like to go to the other

side ; they even resent it. Let us never

forget we must go to the other side for

rest. " Let us go over to the other side. "

Now observe what happens . (Of course

I am taking the thing out of figure to

press the great truth and reality upon

you. ) They crossed this lake, and

a

as

storm arose .
they crossed it great

Mark how it found them; you get the

contrast between Jesus and His disciples

in a remarkable way here. There He

is ; it is a picture that causes the deepest

homage and worship to spring up in the

heart, to see that blessed, weary, lonely ,

perfect man asleep upon a pillow. Oh !

to think of it, beloved friends, the per-

fection of the God man in His manhood
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glory ! He was asleep on a pillow in

the hinder part of the ship ; no storm

could disturb Him. no waves and no

wind could wake Him out of His sleep :

He rested there in the perfection and

blessedness of all He was. Now let us

look at them ! They were in a panic-

that is the word I feel which describes

them-a perfect panic. Of all the dreadful

things in this world is a panic : may we

be kept from panic. The panic that some

people raise is ten thousand times worse

than the trouble that caused it ; the panic-

stricken condition in which we find the

children of God about things, is far worse

than the danger which is dreaded as ahead .

The disciples then are in a panic, and

they come and rudely and roughly awake

Him out of His sleep, and with what I be-

lieve must have touched and wounded His

heart to its very depths, " Master "-(Luke

repeats it in a very striking way, “ Master,

master ") - " Master, carest thou not that

we perish ? Then he arose, and rebuked

the wind ." Now look at the contrast, from

،،
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66

a great storm " there was a " great calm : "

you get the two " greats, " a great storm

and a great calm . Peace, be still. " Oh !
66

dear brethren, do we not want Him to say

that to our hearts often ? Our hearts are

at times far more perturbed than even this

lake ; waves and winds are often there.

How we need that He should say that to

our poor wretched, troubled hearts ; " Peace,

be still . "
" And there was a great calm . "

Now I tell you what comes before me very

much in this. There is something so

divine, and supernatural and blessed in the

scene ; because after a storm at sea, you

do not get a great calm at once ; you know

very well that after a storm of great

violence has swept over the sea or the

ocean, it takes often days before the sea or

the channel or the ocean returns to its

usual serenity ; the water has to go down,

as it were. But there was nothing of that

here ; it was " a great calm " at once ;

" Peace, be still. " The literal force of the

word is, " Be muzzled ; " the same word

that is used in chapter i. for what the Lord
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said to the demon, “ Be muzzled, and come

out of him." " Peace, be still ; and there

was a great calm. "

Look at them for a moment more.

They are full of astonishment : they might

have worshipped, but they are astonished ;

instead of being worshippers, they are con-

founded ; they fear. Is it not a wonderful

thing to think how men are afraid ? They

are not afraid of the devil ; they are not

afraid of evil or sin ; but they are

afraid when God comes near them . What

a remarkable thing it is ! They fear. We

find the same thing in the history of Jacob ;

when Jacob found God was there, he says,

" How dreadful is this place. " Why ?

God had come near ; he was not afraid

when he was alone there, with the stones

of the earth for his pillow, although it must

have been a dreary, desolate spot for him,

all alone, overtaken by darkness and night ;

but when God came near and made Him-

self known, and when he heard that

wonderful voice, and saw that ladder from

heaven to earth, then awaking, he said,
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" How dreadful is this place ! this is none

other but the house of God, and this is the

gate of heaven. " So here the disciples

were afraid ; and their word is, " What

manner of man is this, that even the wind

and the sea obey him ?" Our hearts reply,

" Yes, they do ; " and we bless Him : we

do not say, " What manner of man is this ? "

We say there was never one like Him ;

He is matchless ; His equal is not to be

found, the Man that came from heaven

and the Man that is gone to heaven now !

And what is so blessedly comforting to the

heart, He is the same Jesus to -night, the

same in His tenderness, the same in His

love, the same in His kindness, the same

in His pity . O that God in His infinite

grace might just acquaint our hearts

little better with Him, and that we might

have recourse to Him, and use Him, as we

know Him, and know His accessibility in

every distress and need of our hearts, for

His blessed name's sake.

a



THE DEMONIAC OF GADARA,

AND THE

RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE.

MARK V.

I DESIRE, beloved friends, with the Lord's

help, just to bring before our hearts this

evening three incidents in this chapter, the

power of Christ, His gracious, wonder-

working power over demons, disease, and

death . And I think you will find as we

study it together that there are peculiar

voices of God to us of a very practical

nature in connection with each case in the

chapter. First of all and I need not

dwell long upon this case-we have the

demon-possessed man. God only knows

whether there is anyone here to-night

morally like that, but it is the picture of a

person who is entirely and completely under

the enslaving power of the enemy. I have

no doubt whatever it is the picture of a

man who is not merely in his sins, but who

in his sins is peculiarly a slave of the devil .



256 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL .

Now there are characters of sin amongst

men very diverse in nature the one from

the other. The leper, for instance, is a

type of the sinner in one aspect, the blind

man is the type of the sinner in another.

We might go through all the various cases

that came in contact with the Lord of life

and glory in this world, and your feelings

would be very differently moved in each

case ; you would not have the same kind

of feeling with regard to a man blind as

you would with regard to a leper. But

when you come to a case like this, a man

that was possessed with demons, a man

distinctly under the mastery and dominion

of the devil, bound as we would say hand

and foot by his power, one shudders with

horror at a case of that kind. I believe

such cases morally abound : I am not pre-

pared at all, beloved friends, to deny that

there is a peculiar power of Satan at the

present moment. I see, for instance, in

the New Testament scriptures that long

after the death and resurrection of our Lord

Jesus Christ, and long after the coming
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down of the Holy Ghost upon the day of

Pentecost, there were persons who were

distinctly under the blinding, tyrannising

power of the devil. If ever there was a

time when one would expect to see the

power of Satan entirely broken and

annulled, so that persons should not be

subjected to his thraldom, it would be

immediately consequent upon Christ's

victory and His resurrection, and the

coming down of the Holy Ghost. But

you have only to study what is called the

Acts of the Apostles (really the Acts of the

Spirit through the servants of God) , and

you will find a very solemn power of the

devil in those days. Now observe, I do

not speak at all of that power in any other

sense save after a moral and spiritual

nature ; I do not speak now of a person's

body being possessed, as we know this

poor wretched man was possessed with a

legion ; I am speaking entirely now, as I

have said, of the moral power, or what we

might call the spiritual power that Satan

exercises ; a power that we see is posi-
S
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tively in progress to an enormous extent

at the present moment. If ever there was

a time that was a witness to the tremendous

exercise of Satan's virulence, and his

hostility both to God and man, the day

that we are living in is the witness to it.

It is increasing, and it will increase ; and

persons are now in their souls and in their

minds (I have come in contact with them

myself) as distinctly devil-possessed as

surely as ever they were in their bodies in

past days. Now that is a very solemn

reflection for us all. You remember how

the apostle describes it, for instance, in

Ephesians ii . , when he says, " You hath he

quickened, who were dead in trespasses

and sins ; wherein in time past ye walked

according to the course of this world, "

now mark the words " according to the

prince of the power of the air, the spirit

that now worketh in the children of dis-

obedience. " Now that is very striking

and very solemn : that is development,

beloved friends, and that is the develop-

ment that we avow . I fully admit develop-
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ment, but development in what way ?

Development in evil, and in the exercise

and display of Satanic power ; and that we

have all round us. Here is a striking case

that comes before the Lord in Mark v .;

and all through this chapter, the details

which the evangelist presents are posi-

tively appalling. This man is described in

this way : he " had his dwelling among the

tombs ; " no man could bind him, no , not

with chains ; " and that had not been

untried, for that means to restrain, to keep

in subjection, a person under this influence

had been attempted ; " he had been often

boundwith fetters and chains, and the chains

had been plucked asunder by, him and the

fetters broken in pieces ; neither could any

man tame him ; but always " -not on one

isolated occasion, but as the habit of the

man's life, the perpetual, dreary, wretched

position that this man ever occupied-

always, night and day, he was in the

mountains and in the tombs, crying, and

cutting himself with stones. " And there is

another word in the verse which follows

،،
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which brings it down as applicable to the

state in which we find people under the

power of Satan as sinners to-day, and that

is the little word in verse 6 : " Jesus afar

off. " I know nothing that more accurately

and minutely describes the position of the

person who answers spiritually to that

state. God alone knows if there be such a

person here to night ; " Jesus afar off. "

That is exactly what is true of every

person who is under this power spiritually

in their souls. If any one here to-night is

under the power of Satan, in your natural

state, that is exactly where you are ; Jesus

is for you " afar off. " The apostle uses

the expression dispensationally in Ephesians

ii. , " Ye who sometimes were far off : " that

is dispensational. But here in our chapter

it is a moral distance from God and Christ .

How solemn, friends, such distance . Do I

address one this evening whose state is

thus set forth " afar off" ? Let me entreat

of you to weigh it well. Think of what it

means, what it involves, I beseech of you.

Further note here that which always



THE DEMONIAC OF GADARA, ETC. 261

marked demoniacal possession, a kind of

mixture of adjuration and of prayer ; that

was always the consequence in the gospel

history of persons being possessed in their

bodies by demons ; there was adjuration,

" I pray thee, " or " beseech thee ; " " What

have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of

the most high God ? I adjure thee by God

that thou torment me not." There is

something weird and miserable in the

extreme in this howl of despair of this poor

wretched man. And therefore, beloved

friends, it is the exact picture of the con-

dition in which souls are found at this

present moment ; they are positively under

the tyranny and power of the enemy ; they

are in death and darkness, out of all

restraint ; they are positively spiritual

suicides, " crying and cutting themselves

with stones. " For them Jesus is " afar

off. " What a picture ! Who can deal

with that case ? You cannot deal with it

by anything that has been previously ;

restraint will not do for it ; law or ordi-

nances will not do for it, any more than they
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did for the poor wounded man that we

read of in the Gospel of Luke, to whom

the good Samaritar came. The priest and

Levite passed by on the other side ; what

they said practically was, That case is

beyond us, we cannot deal with that. " By

chance, " it says, " there came down

certain priest that way, and likewise

Levite, when he was at the place ; " these

were powerless for help to one in his state .

So here, no restraint of man, no power

brought to bear upon a slave of Satan, no

iron fetter of law, no ordinances, no restric-

tions, could in any way succeed ; he brake

them entirely in pieces. But mark how

one blessed word of power from the One

who was there accomplishes all, and that

word of power is uttered here, in the

clemency and kindness, in the compassion

and goodness, and in the tenderness of the

heart of our Lord Jesus Christ, unsought,

unasked, unlooked for. It was sovereign

goodness and mercy that operated in this

case of distress, and met this dire need and

necessity just where it was ; " Come out of
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him, " was His word ; and He spake and it

is done . O how blessed that is ! No one

could so work but our Lord Jesus Christ ;

no one can dispossess a soul under the

tyranny and bonds of Satan but Satan's

conqueror, the One who has broken in

pieces the power of the enemy ; He who

bound Satan by His obedience in life,

Himself who has annulled Satan's power

in death, the One who has triumphed over

him in the place of his greatest display of

power ; " " That through death, " says the

apostle, " he might annul him that had the

power of death, that is the devil, and

deliver them who through fear of death

were all their life-time subject to bondage."

One word from Him when He was here,

one word of power in the sovereignty of

His goodness, entirely alters the whole

condition of the man ; " Come out of

him"

And mark for a moment in connection

with the delivering of this man out of the

terrible bondage that was upon him ; He

asks him, " What is thy name ? " Look at
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that for an instant, because it helps to give

the word a power, and to throw it into very

great prominence ; and I have no doubt

that was the intention the blessed Lord had

in the bringing out from this man's lips his

name . You remember how He asked

Jacob, " What is thy name ?" And I

believe the Lord makes us answer that

question ; and perhaps He may be asking

some of you here to-night, " What is thy

name ?" I am perfectly certain He asks

that of every one of us some time or

another, " What is thy name ?" He

knows, but He will have it from your own

lips, " What is thy name ?" This poor

man had seen the awful power of the

Roman legion, that terrible instrument of

oppression, and he could not conceive any

word that would describe more exactly

where he was. The word " legion " was a

word that struck fear and shame into the

heart of the oppressed Jew ; the Roman

legion, composed of thousands of men, was

a great terror to every conquered enemy

that came under their power ; and so, in
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order that he might with his own lips con-

vey what his name was, he uses this word

" legion. " “ My name is legion. " Now,

beloved friends, I believe that is the reason

why " legion " and come out of him " are

here found together as it were, how wonder-

fully it brings out the power of our Lord

Jesus Christ ; He broke that power ;

" Come out of him. " Verily it is , as we

were saying a few weeks past, “ He spake

and it was done ; He commanded and it

stood fast ." The Lord of creation Him-

self, the Creator, the One who by His

divine power could bring everything into

existence out of nothing, by the same

word and by the same divine power—

though He was down here as the servant

of need and distress-set free this poor

demoniac from that bondage and tyranny

which was upon him, brought him into

divine liberation .

Now I would call your attention for one

moment to the contrast of his former

position with what we find now. They

come and see this man out of whom the
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devils were cast, " sitting "-he had never

known a moment's rest before-they see

him " clothed " he was in nakedness and

in the wretchedness of the possession of

Satan previously-and they see him “ in

his right mind "-for he had been as one

demented- " and they were afraid." I do

not know anything more solemn to me

than that ; man is not afraid of the devil ;

he is afraid of God in goodness, afraid of

Christ in mercy . How striking that men

are afraid when God comes near to them !

They are not afraid when the devil is at

their right hand, they have no fear of evil,

sin, or wickedness, or the innate vileness of

man ; but they are afraid of God, and

afraid, as I have said, of God in goodness,

that is the most solemn part of it. It was

not a display of God in judgment, or in

wrath, or in the fiery thunders of His

vengeance ; but here was the most blessed

and gracious kindness and goodness that

could be conceived, and a mercy that pitied

and a compassion that looked with tender-

ness upon a man that was held in thraldom
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and bondage, and delivered him from it,

and yet the people of the region were

afraid. Now how blessed to think of the

contrast here, in the delivered man. If

there is any person here to-night like that

poor man spiritually, may God in His

grace bring you into the position spoken

of, to " sit " and to be " clothed, " and to be

in your " right mind. " That is what it

really is not merely, beloved friends, with

regard to the future : you know people

think that the gospel of God's grace only

concerns the future ; how blessed to know

it concerns the present just as much as the

future. It is not merely that a man's title

is made good, so that when he dies he

shall not go to hell, but it puts a person on

this earth into a position of unparalleled

blessing. But do you say, Is that the

gospel ? Yes, we gladly reply, it is the

gospel that puts us into that position. Can

you conceive anything in this world more

blessed than that which brings you into

rest in the presence of our Lord Jesus

Christ, and fills your soul with the comfort
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and joy of His own presence ? Now you

can go through this world, and know that

Christ is all things. All that this poor

man wanted was to be with Christ ; his

position at the Saviour's feet is as if he

said, " He has won my heart, and I want

to be with Him."

Now that is the first instance. Time

will not permit more detail, but we find

three prayers here to which I ask your

attention ; there was the prayer of the

demon, the prayer of the people that owned

the swine into whom the demons went, and

the prayer of the delivered man . These

people had more concern and more care

for their commercial interests than they

had for Jesus Christ. And that is exactly

like people to-day ; they are very shrewd

about their commercial interests, and about

their gains, and what they can amass in

this wretched world, but they have not the

smallest concern or care for the Lord

Jesus Christ, they would even send Him

away . That is what they did here ; but I

would call your attention to this one thing
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-the secret, silent, yet mighty influence of

the devil on the minds of men is more

solemn than his external power in men's

bodies : that is what you find here. I

believe these wretched people that came

and " began to pray him to depart out of

their coasts, " present a moral possession , to

my soul far more terrible than that poor

man possessed in his body. That is a

possession which says, as it were, Go

away, we do not want Jesus Christ ; we

want our commercial interests looked after,

we want our gains, our power, our comfort,

our ease, and all that we can amass in this

world, but we do not want Christ. That

is exactly this world to-day ; and let us

never forget this world has turned Jesus

Christ out of it.

Now, beloved friends, let us look at the

other instance. I am taking them out of

their historic order to put them into a

moral order. The next instance we have

here of His power is upon this poor

woman that was diseased. We leave the

history of the demon possessed man, and
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come now to a poor woman whose body is

under the power of disease. The Lord is

asked by Jairus, the ruler of the synagogue,

to come and heal his little daughter, his

" only daughter, " Luke says, but who was

at the point of death ; and when He was

on His way to the house of Jairus to bring

relief and comfort to the heart of that poor

oppressed father by raising up his child,

He meets this poor woman. And I must

say this affectionately to you to-night, I am

convinced there are people in this company

whose case answers exactly to this woman,

not in their bodies, but in their minds. I

know I am speaking to some here to

night who have a care and a sorrow locked

up in their breast. This poor woman was

distressed in her body ; she had a terrible

disease ; if you refer at your leisure to

Leviticus xv., you will find, I believe, a

light shed on the disease this woman was

suffering from. I believe it was a disease

that made her ceremonially unclean ; and

therefore she was shut out from intercourse

with her fellow-creatures and from their
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privileges. But there are three things

said about her : first, she heard of Jesus, "

and it was not that kind of hearing that

you continually find with people, which

leaves no result behind it ; she heard in

reality, and hearing of Him she came ; the

hearing set her in motion ; it was the right

kind of hearing ; it exercised her mind,

and touched her heart, and moved her

feet : hearing of Him, she, as it were, said,

I must get to Him. She does not hear of

Him and then speculate and reason ; she

does not hear of Him to dispute ; she hears

of Him to come to Him ; He was the very

one for her. And she came. And observe

how that there were difficulties ; there was

what is called here " the press, " there was

the crowd that encircled Him round, so to

speak ; but no crowd, no press, no people,

no obstacles, no difficulties could keep her

away from that blessed One ; nay, despite

it all, she came behind Him and placed

herself mark it well-in personal contact

with the Saviour ; she touched His clothes.

And why did she do that ? She said to
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herself and here was her faith " If I

may touch but his clothes I shall be whole."

She says, as it were, I know there is

virtue in that blessed One. Do you say

that she, as it were, purloined the blessing,

that she came stealthily, that it was a

Nicodemus-like way. Be it so, that it was

all this, that it was a furtive way ofgetting

at the Lord of life and glory ; still, there

was the earnestness of faith that would

somehow reach Him ; she came and

touched Him, and immediately " the

fountain of her blood was dried up, and

she felt in her body that she was healed of

that plague. "

Perhaps there is some one here to-night

who has spiritually something exactly cor-

responding to that " issue." You have got

some care locked up in your heart, some

burden, some pressure , some difficulty,

some weight upon your spirit . Is not

that the reason of our sadness and de-

pression ? We cannot, as it were, sing ;

we did so once , as Israel, on the shores

of the Red Sea ; but the notes have
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died away, and there is no cheerfulness

or brightness of Christ about us ; more-

over, we repel people too often, we do

not impress them with the sense of true

joy and rest of heart outside and apart

from all the fading, passing scenes of

earth ; alas ! that it should be so, when

it need not be. Thank God, we Chris-

tians have not lost everything, poorly

as we shew it. We are going on into

all that is bright and blessed, little as it

is seen in us, and little as the sufficiency

and satisfaction of the blessed Lord Jesus

Christ is displayed by us. Why should

we be this puzzle, as it were ? Ah!

there is a secret at the bottom of it all,

there is a weight of some kind on your

hearts ; we have cares locked up there,

we have burdens pressing us down, a

wearing, gnawing distraction, tearing out,

as it were, our souls, and hence our

visage of misery. Oh if my poor words

could lead us to do what this poor woman

did ; if I could but shew you the blessed-

ness of it ; so that we would go through all

T
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the difficulties, through all the press, and in

spite of everything that is in the way, get

into personal contact with Jesus Christ.

Remember, I am not speaking to uncon-

verted people, I am speaking to Christians,

to those who are children of God, here

to-night. Do you not know, beloved

friends, how possible it is to have truth

as clear as clear can be, and yet not

to have as yet a personal knowledge of

a personal Christ ! Now that is very

sad, but it is to be seen, beloved friends,

on all sides-we may know about Him,

but as yet never have come into contact

with Him, never as yet touched Him .

I was reading a little incident not long

since, which will illustrate this point in

a very simple way, it was about a poor

Scotch girl who was being examined by

the Presbytery before she could, as they

say, " go forward " to the Lord's table ;

and there were a great many, as she

thought, hard questions and points of

doctrine brought before her, and she could

not satisfy by answers her interrogators.
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But what did she say ? Why just this

-" I dinna ken your questions, but I

ken Himself. " Ah! beloved friends,

that is the secret, I know Himself : I

can tell you but little about Him, I can-

not tell you much about the wonders and

glories of which He is the centre, His

acts of power and His deeds of might,

I may be able to tell you very little about

all that ; but she could say, " I know

Himself."

Now this is what I find in this case

I am speaking to you about . Here was

a poor woman with her issue of blood

and her body of disease, she heard of

Jesus ; it does not say she heard about

Jesus, but she heard of Jesus ; it was

the Person that came before her mind,

the report of the Person reached her,

and she resolved in herself that she would

go to Him. And she came in the press

behind, undeterred by the difficulties and

impediments that stood in her way ; she

says, as it were, I must get into personal

contact with Him, I must touch Him,
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even at the very extremity of His clothes,

the hem of His garment, the fringe of blue

which they wore. I believe that is what

it was. Ah ! it was a fringe of blue, with-

out any question in His case : He was the

Man from heaven, the heavenly Man. O

how blessed the thought ! If I may but

touch, she says, the fringe, the hem, of

that garment, I know there is virtue in

Him, I count on His love, His goodness,

His kindness, His willingness, His power ;

and if I can only, though it be on the

extremity, get into contact with that, I

believe " I shall be whole. "

Let me tell you to-night, brethren, if

you have in your hearts and souls what

that poor woman had in her body, if you

get into contact with Jesus Christ to-night,

your face will shine, you will lose your

care, you will lose that burden that is

pressing you down ; the furrows on your

cheek will fill up, the careworn look on

your face will depart.

cure for it ; doctrines,

reason and speculate about them from

This is the only

however you may
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morning to night, will not do it for you ;

nothing can avail but personal contact with

a personal Saviour, having to do with Him.

Now let me try and encourage your faith

for a moment. There is an ear there into

which you may pour what you would not

tell into any ear on earth ; and there is

a heart there that is tenderer than any

heart on earth-

" That tender heart that felt for all,

For all its life-blood gave,

Yet found on earth no resting-place

Save only in the grave. "

There is a heart there with its love, and

compassion and kindness that invites you

to come . O do come to-night ! I would

speak to my brethren who may have cares

and worries and burdens and anxieties and

difficulties, let me entreat you to come like

this poor woman and get into personal

contact with Christ, and your issue of care,

or trial, or sorrow, that pent-up lake that

is in your heart, will be relieved. You

know very well the illustration, that as

long as ever the walls or borders or
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boundaries of the lake hold, the lake is

well-nigh ready to burst ; but if they give

way, there is relief. And there is only

one place where you can get that relief.

Go to Him, and open out and pour out

your breaking heart ; touch Him, and in

that way you will get relief. The Lord

in His infinite grace grant it. I know

perfectly well from contact with people's

souls the need of it ; I know very well

that I never got relief or comfort for my

own heart till I got to Him. You might

get relief for your conscience by the know-

ledge of what He has done for you ; but

you are not a person with only a con-

science, at least I hope and trust you

have a heart, that you have affections ;

but you will never get relief for your

heart till you get to Him.

One word more, and then we will look

at the last case . The woman got what

she looked for and wanted at once ; the

cure was immediate : “ Immediately her

issue of blood stanched. " It is very

blessed to think of what happened after
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this : " she knew in her body she was

healed, " Jesus knew that virtue went out

of Him . You could not persuade that

woman, if you were talking with her

from morning to night, that she had

not got the relief : you might say to her,

You cannot be sure you have got the relief ;

but she knew she had got it : she knew by

the reception of the blessing, He knew it

because the virtue went out of Him

into her. He knew it intuitively, she

knew it receptively ; I put those two

things together. Jesus, knowing in

himself that virtue had gone out of him. "

He knew there was a poor body relieved

and a poor heart comforted : don't you

think He was glad, delighted ? don't you

think the heart of Jesus rejoiced ? It just

comes to my mind now what He said

after His conversation with that woman

of Samaria in John iv. , His disciples

had gone into the city to buy meat, and

when they came back to Him with the

provisions and said, “ Master, eat, " He

said, " I have meat to eat that ye know
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not of ; " and they were all astonished, and

inquired, " Hath any man brought him

ought to eat ? " " My meat, " He says,

" is to do the will of him that sent me, and

to finish his work." He had made a poor

heart happy that day ; He had communi-

cated heavenly secrets to a poor, debased,

degraded woman ; He had refreshed her

soul ; that was His meat. Oh! how

blessed ! I do love to dwell on that,

and to think how Christ was refreshed,

and how His heart was ministered to,

as He met needs and distresses in this

world. And so it was here. I have

no doubt when He said, “ Who touched

my clothes ?" His object was that He

should bring all this out. If it had been a

stolen blessing, if she had received it fur-

tively, as it were, still the moment was

now come, she was blessed, and therefore

the Lord would have the whole thing out.

That was the reason that word was used,

" Who touched my clothes ? " " And the

woman, fearing and trembling, knowing

what was done in her, came and fell down
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before him and told him all the truth, "

let everything out, although He knew

it well ; but she got relief by letting the

whole thing out ; she was not to take the

blessing away as if she was not entitled to

it ; she was not to go away as if she had

not full divine right to it ; that is the

reason why He brought her into His

presence. She was healed and cured first,

now she is brought to own all that was

done, and to get the seal of His imprimatur

upon it, and with the sweetest word,
66

Daughter. " These beautiful words bring

forcibly to my recollection, though it takes

me away from my subject for a moment, a

little incident, I read of not very long ago ,

of a city missionary in this great city of

London, who was visiting a very poor and

degraded district. He found his way into

a house peculiarly destitute, and went into

a room where there was lying, on a pallet

of straw, what looked to him much more

like a bag of bones than a human being.

A woman was lying there in the last stage

of rapid decline, there was that bright look
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about the eyes, and that hacking cough,

and that terrible emaciation of the worn-

out frame, which all mark the fell disease.

Thank God for the London City Mission,

and the noble band of men who work in

connection with it, in this great city of

London. Let us not forget to think of

them and ask God's blessing on them,

as they go into haunts and scenes where

none else penetrate. This man stood in

pity and compassion over this poor creature,

and thought to himself, I must go and get

something for her, so as to ameliorate,

if possible, the terrible condition she is

in, and make the little spark of life that

remains a little more endurable than it

is. He stooped over her, and thought

she had no strength to say anything,

and almost involuntarily exclaimed to him-

self, " Poor thing. " It seemed to bring

back a little bit of the departing life into

her, and as much as she possibly could,

she raised herself up, and fixing her bright

eyes upon him, she replied, “ I a poor

thing, and I have Christ ! " Dear friends,
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what a reality that is! There she was,

and not one of us here to-night would

exchange circumstances with her, every-

thing was the most untoward that could be

conceived, the surroundings were the most

comfortless that could be supposed ; but

she had Christ, and she felt she was rich.

You have got, perhaps, and I have got,

everything she had not. Have we Christ ?

that is the question . I do not say, Have

we Christ as our Saviour from our sins ?

but have we Christ ? that is the point. I

have no doubt the reason of the Lord's

action here was to bring this woman's

case out. " She fell down before him,

and told him all the truth," and got this

word, the seal, so to speak, of His grace

upon the power exerted in her behalf. His

power had acted for her, her faith had

claimed it and received it, and now we

have grace added to it in what I would

call the divine seal : " Daughter, thy faith

hath made thee whole."

Now let us look at the last case for

a moment. In this case the messengers
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had been quick to bring bad news ; and

whenever there is bad news to be told

there are always people at hand ready

to tell it. There are few comparatively

to tell good news ; the Lord raise up

more such : we long to see the tellers of

good news increased. But here were these

birds of ill omen that came from the house

of poor Jairus, and they say to him, " Thy

daughter is dead ; why troublest thou the

teacher [or Master] any further ? " Now,

beloved friends, why I allude to this is,

it brings out some of the most beautiful

and tender touches of the kindness and

grace and consideration of the heart of

our Lord Jesus Christ that I know of.

The moment He heard that, He at once

addresses Himself to poor Jairus, and you

can understand how Jairus's heart was ,

as it were, swayed between hope and fear,

a hope that had increased and been minis-

tered to by the marvellous cure he had just

seen take place in the case of the woman.

His own little daughter, his only daughter,

lay there a-dying, and the irrevocable had
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happened, and she is dead. Now this is

how it brings the Lord Jesus so preciously

before us . When He heard this, He turns

to Jairus and says to him, " Be not afraid,

only believe. " How lovely that is ; Be

not afraid, Jairus, only believe. Now,

beloved friends, it is these little touches

that acquaint us with the Saviour. Thank

God, we can speak of His power ; but how

blessed to see His heart ; before He put

forth His power to quicken that girl, the

first thing in His mind was the poor

father's heart. He knew it was bowed

and agitated between fear and hope, and

therefore He binds up the broken heart.

" Be not afraid, " never mind though death

has come in ; “ only believe ." How

beautiful that is ! Does it not lay a

claim upon your confidence in Jesus

Christ ? How I love to hold a brief,

as it were, for my Master, and to bring

His worthiness and goodness and kindness

and tenderness and grace before us ! How

sweet those outlets of His heart ! What

an encouragement ! If I have a sick child
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to-night, if I have an only daughter at the

point of death, if I have some weighty care

and perplexing worry in my heart, do you

think that the blessed Man, who is up

there at the Father's right hand in glory, is

different to what He was when down here ?

There is one little word that is attached to

His name that connects Him as He was

with what He is ;s ; " This same Jesus. " O

what a comfort that is ! How that gives

the poor heart confidence in Him, because

of what He is. " Be not afraid ; only

believe. " Then He takes His chosen

disciples into the house with Him ; and

first of all, how blessed to see that He

alters and takes away the dreadful name of

death. And I have no doubt this was for

Jairus too, though it was for others as well,

but specially for the poor father. He says,

" Why make ye this ado and weep ?"-—

these were the hired mourners of those

days, the weepers-" the damsel is not

dead, but sleepeth . And they laughed

him to scorn. " That is all they could

do. Then He put them all out, and in
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the most precious tenderness He takes the

girl by the hand (there is something so

sweet in that ) , and He uses these words—

they were the Aramaic dialect of the day-

" Talitha cumi, which is, being interpreted,

Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And

straightway the damsel arose and walked,

for she was about the age of twelve years. ”

Then lastly, He says, as it were, " She

wants sustainment ; give her something to

eat. " Think of the tender love displayed

in that ! There is tenderness in the

Lord's greatness ; indeed, it is only one

who is great can think of little things ;

little things are beyond little people. O

the majesty of our blessed Lord, the kind-

ness of Jesus Christ, the tenderness of

Jesus Christ in things little and great !

It isBut there is one thing more here.

not only His tenderness, but He com-

manded that " something should be given

her to eat." What is that if we take it

out of the figure now, and apply it ? He

is the one that gives life, and He is the

one that provides for the sustainment of
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Not

the life He gives. What is the some .

thing ? Shall I tell you ? Christ.

doctrines, not theories, not notions, not

thoughts, not opinions ; Christ, that is the

" something. " Ifyou have been quickened

by Him, if you have felt His touch of

power, He commands thatsomething should

be given you to eat. And He commands

that to His servants ; He did not say that

to the girl here, He commands His ser-

vants-and, beloved friends, one feels the

responsibility of it-He commands that

something should be given her, and that

something is Christ. Nothing can sustain

or nourish or uphold the soul but Christ.

I commend those three instances to you

to night. I think they bring out His

power, His tenderness, His kindness, His

goodness , His grace. O beloved friends,

may God in His infinite grace be pleased

to use His word this night to set Christ

before our souls in such a way that our

hearts may be drawn out in confidence,

and that if, as I said at the beginning

of our meeting, if we have burdens and
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cares and anxieties and pressures upon our

hearts, we may carry them to Him, and

leave them, that He may conduct our

hearts into all the comfort and grace and

blessedness of His love, for His name's

sake!

U



THE UNWEARIED YET RE-

JECTED SERVANT.

MARK VI. 1-4 , 7-9, 12-16, 20, 30-37 FIRST CLAUSE,

45-51 .

I HAVE read the different portions of this

scripture, beloved friends, to which I

invite your attention for a little this even-

ing, intending that by the grace of God

you should fill up the parts of it that are

left out for yourselves atyourleisure. I think

you will find that the portions we have read

are the portions that convey to us the three

great facts or truths which I desire to bring

before you to-night. The first is the un-

wearied yet rejected Servant, that is how

the scripture opens . He Himself is pre-

sented in His unwearied yet rejected

ministry. The second is the mission of

the twelve, and its effects ; and the third is

the Lord's absence, and the vicissitudes

and trials that His servants during that
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period have to pass through. These three

subjects I desire to bring before you this

evening as a kind of finish to that part of

the gospel which has been occupying us

these last few weeks, and may form

suitable termination to our thoughts upon

it so far.

a

a

Now it is blessed to begin with Christ,

and I need not say it is blessed also to

leave off with Him. He is the first and

He is the last ; and this characterises this

chapter in a very remarkable way ; it

begins with Him and it closes with Him.

It begins with Him rejected, and yet, as I

have already said, unwearied. He is

contrast in that way to every other servant

that was ever known in this world. When

persons are refused in their service, a

kind of mortification comes over them, a

- kind of spirit which is natural to us as

_ fallen creatures with the taint and nature of

Adam in us ; so that we, as it were, retreat

into our littlenesses when we suppose that

there is some sort of slight passed upon us.

If we are refused in our anxieties to serve,
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if the very persons that we delight to

minister to, decline the purpose of our

heart in it, the tendency in every man as

such is to retreat into his own smallness in

a sort of self-mortification . But you never

find that with the true Servant. And,

beloved friends, it is not only that there is

that great contrast, and it must ever be so,

between us and the One who was in His

own blessed nature a man and as a ser-

vant in this world-a perfect man, yet un-

like all else, a man of His own order as a

man, the one solitary exception to every

other man here, the God- Man I need not

say, blessed for ever be His name ; but

you find that combination in Christ that is

peculiar to Him, and that is most blessed

to dwell upon, rejected yet unwearied in

service ; and indeed, not only unwearied in

service, but, if possible, more earnest ; if

possible, devising other means and other

modes of expressing His goodness and

kindness and grace in this world, even in

this rejection ; so that the very refusal of

Him in His prophet character, which of
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course is the subject of the Gospel of Mark,

elicited and brought out the infinite depths,

the largeness, the fulness, the completeness

that was in His heart ; shall I call it,

beloved friends, the infinity of love that

marked Him here. I trust through grace

we are all ready enough to own the infinite

power, but it is most blessed to see infinite

love, infinite goodness, infinite kindness,

infinite mercy, unwearied even though

refused and despised and rejected and

scorned of men. And that which makes the

Gospel of Mark in that way so striking is

that whilst in Matthew it is the rejection of

the king, in Mark it is the rejection of the

= servant . This is a very striking analogy

- between the two gospels, He is as much

= rejected in Mark in His prophet and

servant character as He is rejected in

Matthew's Gospel as the Messiah of that

- people. He was rejected, beloved friends,

everywhere ; He is rejected as king in

Matthew, He is rejected as Servant-

prophet in Mark, He is rejected as the

Man amongst men in Luke, and He is

0

C
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rejected as the light that shone in this

world, the true Light, a divine Person, in

John. Only there is this difference, that

in John He is rejectedfrom the outset ; in

Matthew He is presented to Jewish respon-

sibility ; in Mark He is presented in His

ministry to the responsibility of men

generally ; in Luke He is presented as the

Man amongst men in His compassions ;

but in John it begins with " He was in the

world, and the world was made by him,

and the world knew him not. He came

unto his own things [τὰ ἴδια] , and his own

people received him not. " That gives the

Gospel of John its peculiar character ; from

the very outset He is refused ; but in all

the other gospels He is presented to man's

responsibility in various aspects of His

gracious mission here in this world.

Now, beloved friends, you will observe

how distinctly it comes out in the begin-

ning of our chapter to-night. And I desire

that you should take particular notice of

the expression they use, the terms of their

rejection, as I have a special object in my
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mind in speaking of it. They saw His

wonder-working power, they were aston-

ished at His doctrine and wisdom ; this

made itself felt and could not be denied ;

but you remember what they said, because

it is given us here by the Holy Ghost,

" Is not this the carpenter, the son of

Mary, the brother of James and Joses ?"

Now that one scripture is the only scrip-

ture I know of where you find that word at

all ; it is not in any other gospel ; you will

find " the carpenter's son, " but nowhere

else will you find this expression, “ Is not

this the carpenter ?" Now it is well for

us to bear in mind how that this was a

jeer and a taunt of His despisers and

rejectors , and I can have no hesitation in

asserting my conviction that I believe it is

going too far to attach to that taunt which

these unbelieving Jews flung at Him in

the enmity and hatred of their heart, any

divine intimation that He ever really was

a carpenter. It was clearly their taunt ; it

was what they said ; and therefore is

recorded as such. I would say for myself
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that I feel increasingly in all that relates to

our adorable Lord and Master, whether in

His Godhead glory, or in the vail of His

manhood, through which it shone, we do

well to tread softly, with unshodden foot

and reverent approach ; let us never forget

what has been so blessedly and touchingly

thus expressed :-

" Love that made Thee a mourner,

In this sad world of woe,

Made wretched man a scorner

Of grace, that brought Thee low."

But if indeed it is so, if indeed He did

work at the carpenter's bench, and He

was pleased in the grace of His heart not

merely to take the lowly place which He

did take, of being the reputed son at least

of a carpenter, and the son of a woman

that was poor in circumstances and lowly

in origin - if, I say, along with that He

was also pleased to be a carpenter by trade

and to work, then all I would say is, my

soul adores Him for it when I think of it,

I bow down in holy worship before Him as

I contemplate it, and I say to myself that
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trade is to me for ever consecrated by the

fact that the Son of God, my own Saviour

and Lord, having become a Man, was

pleased to humble Himself so as to work

at it. I feel that it is important that we

should hold these things in that way, and

that we should have in our hearts all that

affectionate reverence due to His blessed

Person.

Now look for a moment at another side

of this. We are confronted at the present

time with all kinds of divergence from the

truth in various ways. Some, and perhaps

they are a very large class comparatively

speaking, and for a very considerable time,

have hesitated and stumbled over His

divinity. You know there are those who

have not hesitated to refuse the Godhead

of our Lord Jesus Christ ; that is now an

old blasphemy against Christ as well as a

departure from the truth. Such persons will

allow Him to have been the first ofteachers,

they will allow that His moral instructions

were magnificent, beyond anything that was

ever known or heard of in this world ; they
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say there never was such a teacher or such

doctrine, there never were such words or

such works of mercy and kindness ; but

they limit the whole testimony that is con-

veyed in it to the fact of His position as a

teacher and as a man here in this world,

and they positively refuse to believe that

He was, whilst man, truly and as really

God. Now, beloved friends, I need not

enter into any argument with regard to

that, but I do earnestly press this one fact

upon you : if Christ was not God, truly

and really the mighty God, " God over all,

blessed evermore " - if it be not true

that we-

" There see the Godhead glory

Shine through that human veil ''-

if He was not really and absolutely and

positively in His own nature very God, as

we know He was very Man--then all I say

is, I cannot understand the argument which

seeks to present Him as in any sense

exalted ; because, remember this, His

whole claim, His whole testimony, His
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whole life, His works, His words, were

always given as the proof of His divine

origin . Therefore if any one rejects or has

a question about the fact that He was God

(though I trust there is no one here through

grace that has the smallest tendency in

that direction) , then I say, beloved friends,

you cannot dwell upon the excellencies

and merits and worth of anything that is

connected with Him as man, because all

these were laid claim to by Him in proof

of His divine nature . To my mind that

argument is unanswerable ; I do not

believe it can be overturned. Christ

through His whole ministry, and in His

whole life and testimony in this world,

appealed to His works and to His words

that He was God. Thank God, we know

that He was God .

But look at the other side a moment

more . What we are confronted with more

in modern days is not so much a question

of His being truly and really God ; but,

beloved friends, we have to grapple with

another error and on another side, and
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that is with regard to His being truly and

really man. Now we cannot affirm of our

Lord Jesus Christ's divinity and of His

Godhead glory in such a manner and in

such a way as to detract from the reality

of His manhood ; as on the other hand you

cannot affirm of His manhood and of His

ways in this world in such wise as to

detract from His glory as God. There-

fore, what we find in scripture is this, that

though unique in His own blessed character

and way down here, apart from man and

of an order peculiar to Himself, " the

second man, " says the scripture, " is the

Lord out of heaven "-yet that He was

as truly and as really a Man here in this

world as He was truly and really and

always " God over all, blessed evermore. "

And we have to hold both ; and when we

assert the reality and the glory, too, of His

manhood, we do not in any wise oppose

another part of the glory of Christ to lessen

the truth of that. This would be to set

one glory of His Person against another.

The truth is, we adoringly bow and hold
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both, we do not separate and divide His

blessed Person ; we hold and own in our

hearts' most reverent and tenderest affec-

tions, too, that our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Son of God, was both God and Man, and

that His divine nature shone forth in

Him as truly and really as the perfection

of His human nature as man was also

seen .

" Is not this the carpenter ? " was then, as

I see it, the taunt of the enemy, and I only

refer to it to give to you my own thought

and interpretation of the passage. I do

not dogmatise ; God forbid : I dare not go

beyond what I see as to any part of God's

word, and would only present to you what

I have myself received ; and as I have

said, to me it seems going too far to assert

that because those who refused Him and

rejected Him in consequence of His lowly

origin called Him " the carpenter " that

the Lord necessarily worked at this trade.

Scripture as to this is silent ; it gives us

their taunt, but it does not say He was a

carpenter ; but if He did work, then all
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I say is, He ennobled and consecrated and

exalted that trade for evermore.

There is one other little thought which

connects itself with this. I earnestly wish

to press it upon you, and it is a practical

one, too . I learn the lesson of His grace

as I look at this manner and way of refus-

ing Him-as I see Him rejected, as I see

that they stumbled over His lowly blessed

path here. Oh ! the perfection of Christ's

humiliation, and the perfection of His abase-

ment in this world ! If He were not the

mighty God, He could not have humbled

Himself. Remember, the point ofdeparture

in His humiliation was Godhead ; , ' Who,

being in the form of God, thought it not an

object of rapine to be equal with God, but

made Himself of no reputation, and took

upon him the form of a servant. " Divinity

was the point from which He came down

to be a man ; and they stumbled over the

lowliness with which the Godhead glory

was veiled in His humiliation. But apart

from that altogether, I believe there is a

wholesome lesson and word for every one
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of us with regard to that very fact. No

doubt they were accustomed to come in

contact with Him as a child at Nazareth ;

no doubt His blessed, holy, wondrous life

both of childhood and manhood so far was

before their eyes . I have no doubt they

saw Him every day, they were witnesses

possibly of the humiliation through which

He passed ; but mark this, there is a kind

of familiarity which comes from an unholy

and undue acquaintance with divine things ;

and I feel assured we need to guard

against it, and I desire very earnestly to

press that upon my beloved brethren here

to-night. I believe we need to watch

against this, we who handle so constantly

holy things. You may rest assured of it,

beloved friends, all undue familiarity of

that kind with the things of God corre-

spondingly weakens the effects of those

things upon our souls. One of the greatest

ethical writers and thinkers perhaps this

country has produced, the great Bishop

Butler, has laid down this as truth, that I do

not think can be disputed, a principle ofvery
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great importance, namely that " passive im-

pressions, by being produced, grow weaker. "

By " passive impressions "he means im-

pressions produced that have no active out-

let, as it were, in the shape of relieving the

distress which produced them or ministering

to it, but simply and only the sight of it.

The illustration would be that of a person

every day accustomed to sights of distress ;

the first feelings that would be created by

those sights of distress would gradually

give way, and the tenderness created in

the heart at the first, by constantly behold-

ing them and coming into contact with

them, would, without any active operation

with respect to them, soon dimir.ish. If

you were to look at some terrible sight

day after day, the first feelings of revolt or

fear or terror or pity or concern that were in

your heart would all gradually give way.

Soitis, beloved friends, with regard todivine

things. If our souls are not maintained in

fellowship with the Father and His Son

Jesus Christ, the constancy of our occupa-

tion with divine things without this com-
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a carnalmunion will promote in us

familiarity. I feel that is a thing we ought

especially to guard against, and therefore

we can never touch or deal with the things

of God apart from our own actual state

and condition of soul. There must be a

state of soul suitable to occupation with

them, watchfulness and prayerfulness are

called for, a sense of our own insufficiency

to touch these things, a sense of their

infinite nature, a sense of their being

beyond us. Who am I , or who are you,

or any mere mortal, save as God is pleased

in His wonderful grace by His Spirit

to reveal these things to our consciences-

who are we, to " rush in," as the saying is,

" where angels fear to tread, " to rush in

with our minds and reasonings on the

things of God as if we were competent to

deal with them ? And therefore we do

need to watch, and I think this simple

incident of our precious Lord and Master's

life at Nazareth, and His rejection by His

own people, and His refusal by those who

witnessed His holy childhood, and saw

X
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Him there every day before their eyes -- I

say that incident has a very special and

pointed voice to us, and is calculated to

lead our hearts into deep exercise with

regard to it, that we should be guarded

and preserved and kept by His grace from

all such unholy familiarity. That is the

first thing which I see presented to us here.

The second is just one of those cases

that prove His unwearied kindness and

goodness though He was rejected ; for in

the mission of the twelve, you find that,

though rejected, still for all that He is the

patient blessed servant. Further, when

we look at this mission of the twelve

and see Him sending them out, and the

character in which they are sent out, too,

it is such a contrast, for instance, with the

history of the fiery prophet of Israel of old.

You know that when Elijah was threatened

by a woman, he longed to die ; he was no

better than his fathers , he said, and he

asked God to take him away. And it is

one of the most remarkable instances of

how the grace of God comes in and over-
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rides all those unbelieving fears of our

hearts ; because he did not die, he got

something a great deal better than death,

he was taken up to heaven without dying ;

but you remember how chafed Elijah was,

how he sat down under a juniper tree ;

you remember the sulk the prophet got

into, how he was ready to give up his

ministry and retire from it. But when I

look at this great Prophet, this great con-

trast to all other prophets, what I find is,

that though personally rejected Himself,

He continues His blessed mission in others.

That, I believe, introduces the mission of

the twelve, and they are sent forth .

Look, too, at the manner in which they

are sent. I will only note one or two

things I regard as exceedingly instructive

about their mission. First of all, they are

sent out two and two ; that is the divine

order, and I can well conceive what cheer

and what help and what comfort two ser-

vants of God truly and really yoked to-

gether in His service would be to one

another . It is , remember, a peculiar



308
ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL.

mission ; it contemplates tremendous oppo-

sition, it contemplates a certain measure of

solitariness and loneliness and isolation ,

which must ever be the case with the ser-

vant of God in a world like this. There-

fore I see the greatest consideration for

the servants in pairing them off by two and

two in that way. That is the first thing.

and here I must expectThe second is

but little sympathy--they were sent out in

exactly the sharpest contrast to all modern

modes of mission work : they were sent out

bereft of everything, without the ordinary

common provision of what people are

pleased to call in these days indispen-

sables - though I do not know what the

meaning of an " indispensable " is ; I only

know one " indispensable, " and that is

Jesus Christ. What I mean by that is,

that you may positively do without every-

thing else but Him. O that we might

believe so thoroughly in His divine suffi-

ciency and power that we could go bereft

of everything but Jesus Christ, and find in

Himself our all. Now they were sent out
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without any supply; they were to have no

scrip, and further they were to be without

the great world power of to-day, namely,

money. Money is what is worshipped by

this world, yet they were not to carry that.

Why ? Because, beloved friends, they

were being sent out by the One in

whom all true provision was found.

Would to God the church of God would

awake up to the great reality and truth

of that. O that the mission of God's

servants had in the eyes of the church

a more divine character about it, that it

is not merely that people go forth to

preach or to work or to labour, blessed

as that is ; but that they are sent. Now

I want to press that on you ; I feel there

is just now a sad lack of that amongst

Christians generally. " How, " says the

apostle, in Romans xi. , " how shall they

preach except they be sent ? " It is not

enough for a man to say, I would like

to preach . The point is, are we sent ?

Have we a mission ? I join issue at

once, for I am assured any thought such as
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the church sending persons to preach has

no foundation or authority in scripture ;

the church is taught and is instructed,

but the church does not teach or send

to preach ; it is the Master who sends

the servants to preach, it is the Master

who selects the servants, it is the Master

under whose authority the servants have

to act. It is a very important thing to

hold these things in their true proper

connection and order. Jesus Himself sent

them forth, He was the Master of His

servants, and therefore He both called

and commissioned. If you will shew me

anything to-day that can positively claim

His divine rights and authority in that

respect, I trust one is gladly ready to

own and recognise it, but, failing this,

we must stick fast to what the scripture

saith, and again I assert there is only

One who has divine right and title to

send His servants in this world, and

that is the exalted, glorified Man at the

right hand of the Majesty in the heavens.

He is the source of all true ministry, it
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is with Him they who minister have to

do. But this helplessness as to man's

resources, this absence of all human ways

and means , so that they were entirely and

wholly cast on Him, is to me exceedingly

instructive.

Again, their preaching was not of a

very ordinary nature either. They had

neither money, nor purse, nor scrip, they

were what would be termed destitute men ;

but yet they were the men that moved

hearts, they were the men that got at

people's consciences, these were the men

that smote the seared conscience of that

despicable man, the Ahab of the New

Testament, as he has been rightly called,

Herod, monster who had gratifieda

his carnality and his lust, and then

had been guilty of a foul, vile, mean

murder ; that man had got rid of the

forerunner of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the moment the tidings reached his

ears of the fame of Jesus through the

ministry of His servants, that moment

his conscience got awakened, and he said,
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Ah ! that is John ! Have not you often

found that when the word of God has

come in power to your soul, and there

is some hidden sin lying there coiled up

and concealed like a snake, then how it

has been brought out by the light and

heat and power of the word of God ?

That was Herod : " It is John," says

he at once when the word reaches him.

And what adds to the strength of that

is this : that Herod was simply steeped

in Sadducean notions, and the Sadducees

believed in no resurrection or angel or

spirit or anything of the kind. Yet, steeped

though he was in those ideas, a very

Sadducee in theology, as we should say,

notwithstanding all, such is the power of

the truth preached by these servants of

Christ upon his conscience, that the

witness within, now awaked, asserts itself,

and he says, " It is John whom I be-

headed. " Ah! how God can bring men's

sins to light before them ! How God can

wake up a slumbering conscience, and can

deal with people's souls in that condition !
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This then is the first great proof of the

power of this divine mission and ministry.

There is only one thing more upon this,

and then we will pass on to the last subject.

I want you to notice, and I think it is most

solemn, even though a real awakening

comes into a person's conscience under

divinely-sent ministry and power, yet how

gradually it can cease, as it were, to take

account of the first springs and movements

that touched it. There may be the dead-

ening and stupefying of conscience, the

drugging of it by the devil's drams . That

is what we see in Herod, a hardening pro-

cess goes on ; at last it ceases to sting

altogether. I do not know how to speak

of Herod of Galilee ; I have the most

supreme contempt for such a character ;

an unmixedly wicked wretch was Herod.

You see in him the first movements of

terror and fear and of slavish horror

when his sins have found him out ; but

mark what happens afterwards ; how that

is all lulled into quiet and into rest ; and

then what takes its place ? Curiosity !
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First fear, and when fear is drugged or

rocked to sleep in the devil's cradle, then

curiosity . O what an amount of curiosity

there is at the present time ! Men that

were once afraid are now curious. That is

what marked Herod, a wretched, prurient

curiosity. What he wanted was to see

Jesus ; he had heard often of Him and

would patronise Him, he thought he

would see some work of wonder, some

miracle done by Him ; and therefore he

sent for Him to commune with Him.

Now I want you to observe this. You

may be deceived sometimes, perhaps, by

mistaking mere curiosity for some divine

interest ; I am sure I have often seen it ;

people may mistake mere curiosity for

some spiritual awakening, whereas it is

only mere empty curiosity that has seized

the person's mind, just as it is in this

world. Now mark what succeeds that-

you will be struck with it if you take

the gospel history of our Lord Jesus

Christ, especially on the very eve of

His passion-namely, mocking. Terror
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being quieted down, curiosity succeeds ;

that in turn changes into mocking. “ Herod

with his men of war set him at nought,

and mocked him, and arrayed him in a

gorgeous robe, and sent him again to

Pilate." Just think of these two men

passing the Lord of life and glory back-

wards and forwards one to another ! What

a history it is ! My brother or sister

here to-night, let me entreat of you not

to trifle with conscience ; cultivate it ;

thank God you have it ; do not drug it ;

one of the most solemn things is not to

have a good conscience . Every man and

every woman in this world has acquired it

by the fall. God in His infinite grace and

mercy help us to be sensitive about it,

tender about it. It can be lulled, it can

be stupefied, until it ceases to act alto-

gether, as in this sadly solemn case.

Now these are the great points which

the mission of the twelve brings before us ;

first of all , its divine character, then its

effects , and its effects in a certain case,

this case of Herod.
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Now I want to speak to you for a

few moments about our last subject here,

that is our Lord's figurative departure

from the scene, and the vicissitudes of

His servants . That is introduced by a

most touching incident, and one that has a

special voice to us to-night, which I want

you distinctly to take in, through grace.

There was a large multitude of hungry

people around Him, and the time was

far passed ; circumstances were pressing,

and the disciples come to the Lord and

say, " Send them away." Now I am

afraid the disciples were very like some

of us in these days . " Send them away, "

they say ; " we do not want to be bur-

dened with this hungry multitude, we do

not want to be troubled with their wants."

Observe how their wants are not ques-

tioned, their need is not denied, there is

no doubt but that hunger and distress

were fully represented. “ Let them go, "

say the disciples, " into the country round

about, and into the villages, and buy them-

selves bread : there is nothing here ; send
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them away ; " which meant, send them

away from Jesus. O beloved friends, do

we say that now ? Well, I am afraid

sometimes we do. " Give ye them to

May God make

1

eat, " says the Lord.

our ears hear that to-night. My beloved

friends, do you ever think of giving other

people to eat, or do you think only of

eating yourselves ? Have you ever thought

that there are spiritually hungry men and

women in multitudes at our doors, that

there are people all round about you

starving for the bread of life ? And have

not you heard the Master's words, " Give

ye them to eat " ? These blessed, gracious

words of His might well be an everlasting

reproach upon the church of God, an ever-

lasting reproach upon the saints of God ;

words which might well ring in our ears

for ever, " Give ye them to eat. " They

were thinking only of their miserable pro-

vision , and they say, How can we poverty-

stricken people give to them ? Then we

find what is so blessed, and gives us the

contrast between Him and all else beside.
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Hearken to His blessed words, “ I have

compassion. " I love those words ; O the

sweetness and tenderness of those words

to the heart, “ I have compassion on the

multitude. " O that our blessed Master

would give us more of His compassions !

O to think of this great city, with its

millions of immortal souls ; here we are

surrounded by a multitude of perishing

ones ; we are positively living in a kind

of modern heathendom. Alas ! that is

what Christianity, so-called, is ; thickly-

populated places, cities and towns teeming

with multitudes of immortal souls perishing

for the bread of life. And think of our

unconcern ; I marvel at our little thought

about it. I ask you affectionately to-night,

do the walls of your room bear witness

to your pleadings with God about it ? I

think I hear you say, " Oh ! I am not

sent. " Ah ! what a very convenient way

to escape from your responsibility ; num-

bers of people think they get out of it

like that. “ I am not sent." Shall I

tell you what strikes me ? It is this, whether

،،
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you would go if you were called ! Bear

with me in the plainness of the words,

but the one who says “ I am not sent, "

be assured of it, that person would not

go if he were sent. I see this very same

unwillingness manifesting itself in the ex-

cuse. But what I do press upon you is

this, while I fully grant we are not all

sent to do the same kind of work, and

are not all sent to preach, what I maintain

is, that if the love of Christ were in our

hearts as the grand constraining power,

no need, or misery, or distress, however

great or pressing, would hinder us from

seeking in every way to give the gospel

of Jesus Christ, who is the true bread

of life, to every hungry soul with which we

come in contact. I confess I do not under-

stand what Christianity and the religion of

Jesus Christ is, nor what the ways of

Jesus Christ were, if one of His own

true, beloved people in this world, let

them be ever so simple, let them be ever

so feeble, refused to follow in His ways-

assuredly they could by grace tell of what



320 ADDRESSES ON MARK'S GOSPEL.

had satisfied their hunger and of what had

met their thirst ; assuredly they could say,

" I know what met the cravings of my soul,

and I can tell you it will meet yours. "

Who do you think knows the value of

bread ? The chemist ? Not he; but the

starving man that has eaten it. I have

eaten that bread, he says. There is too

much mere head-work, I fear, about us ;

hence our reasonings and our speculations

and so forth , in reality a poverty- stricken

state of soul. " Give ye them to eat "

rings in our ears to-night. The Lord

in His grace give us to hear it, and to

heed it as well.

That is what introduces His departure

in figure here ; He sends His disciples,

and He goes up into a mountain to pray ;

He goes on high, as it were--that is

what is represented by His going up into

the mountain-and the disciples cross the

water in a boat, and you have their vicis-

situdes . O how blessed it is to think

what it says here, “ He saw them. " Now

I want my brothers in the Lord here to-
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night to share with me the comfort that

passage brings ; " He saw them toiling in

rowing. " Ah ! brother, you are labouring,

it may be in soine sphere of service

or work, and it is very uphill, very hard,

and it takes a great deal out of you, and

you are very often depressed. Now think

of this, " He saw them toiling in rowing."

Not the shades of night, nor the earnest

vigil, which He kept in prayer on the

mountain-top, nor the storm-lashed lake

that they were crossing, none of these

things had hidden His poor servants from

the Master's eyes : " He saw them. " O

what a comfort that is ! What a comfort

for us all, whatever may be the character

of the " rowing, " whatever may be the

character of the labour or danger as we

sail over the sea of life, " He saw them .

O what words these are ! Those blessed

eyes looked down in a tenderness which

was all His own ! And now mark this, in

the darkest part of the night Jesus came

to them . That is always the time Jesus

comes. The fourth watch is just upon

Y
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day dawn, and the dawn of day is, as we

know, preceded by the darkest part of

the night. Have you never watched by

the bedside of some beloved one, and

have you not witnessed ( I know some

here have) the struggle between darkness

and dawn ? There is a sort of struggle

between night and day at the very moment

just preceding day dawn. That is the

time Jesus comes . And observe how

beautiful it is ; He came walking on the

water. Let us delight in contemplating

the majesty of His love ! It is not only

that I see His divine power as He steps

the waves, but I see the majesty of His

mighty love. They could not be upon

the stormy sea without His walking those

waves too ; they could not be, as it were,

in difficulty and in danger without His

drawing near to them ; they could not be

surrounded by the fury and hurricane of

the tempest that came down from the

mountain side and threatened to destroy

their little bark, without His going near

to them too. He came to them walking
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upon the water.

66

There is a little touch

here of great beauty ; have you ever

thought of it ? He made as though he

would have passed by them. " What do

you think the meaning of that was ? Do

you think it was a mere accident that this

is recorded for us here ? Do you think it

is a mere little trifling circumstance in the

history that the Spirit of God brings out ?

I believe it is exactly the same thing that

you find in Luke xxiv., when He joined

those two poor, heart-broken, weary ones

upon the morning of His resurrection, as

they walked and were sad, and had given

up all hope in this world, and said, " This

is the third day since these things were

done ; " it says, “ He made as though he

would have gone farther. " It is the same

kind of action here ; He " would have

passed by them. " Why ? To call out

from them the faintest cry of want and

need of Him ; that is what it is. It was

not that He was indifferent, that He

did not feel ; oh, assuredly, it was not

that!
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It could not be as to Him of whom it is

so sweetly said,

" That tender heart that felt for all,

For all its life-blood gave "-

oh no ; He was never insensible to the

distresses of His poor servants in their

vicissitudes ; but He delights to draw out

confidence. Oh ! if there is the feeblest

confiding of trust in any of your poor

hearts here to-night, if nearly everything

has fled but this one hope in Him, small

though it be, be assured He wants that.

That is the meaning of this action here ;

He would have passed them by ; but only

that He might awake up, and draw out, as

it were, and minister to, the dying embers

of that faith which was in the heart. Then

they " cried out " How grateful to His

heart that cry ! Was not He attentive ?

Did He not delight in that confidence

so expressed ? Mark what He says ;

there are three words here, " Be of good

cheer, ” “ Be not afraid ;" but note especi-

ally the words between them. Our beauti-
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ful old translation has it , " It is I ;" but

that in reality means " I am,” ἐγώ εἰμι , the

same as in John viii. , “ I am . " Mark the

connection, “ Be of good cheer ; ” “ I am ; "

" be not afraid. " O beloved friends, what

a trinity of blessedness there is in these

three expressions ! " Be of good cheer :"

might not that well wipe away every tear

from every eye ? " I am : " the mighty

God in the glory and dignity and majesty

of His own person walking the waves and

waters . " Be not afraid : " the very word

He is saying to us to night. Now, brother

or sister (thank God we can all of us be

engaged in work in different ways) , you

are toiling in rowing : " God in His

infinite grace give us that blessed con-

fidence in Christ's care and love, that

amid every wind and storm and our toiling

through them, we may ever hear Him say,
،،

،،

Be of good cheer ” — “ I am "--" Be not

afraid. " Oh the luxury of being the means

of blessing to some poor heart ! The one

who is so used knows its sweetness ; but it

must be tasted to be known and thus
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enjoyed. " There is that scattereth and

yet increaseth ; and there is that with-

holdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth.

to poverty. " But remember, in all the

vicissitudes of service, and in all the ups

and downs so-called of life, whether it

be at home or in the service of God,

in the world or in the church, whether

it be in the counting house or at the

counter, wherever you are, remember this,

there will be toiling in rowing " while

Jesus is absent ; but in the darkest part

of your night He is near, so we can sing,

66

" In darkest shades, if He appear

My morning is begun. "

And " He talked with them." How

blessed the rest of that intercourse ! the

divine familiarity ; oh how precious the

intimacy expressed in those words , “ He

talked with them." O to hear those beau-

tiful words, those wonderful words ! The

Lord in His grace just use His own

precious tidings to-night to encourage our

hearts, beloved friends, that we may all
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go forth with a little more of the fire

of Christ's love in our souls, and that

we may have the comfort, whatever posi-

tion we are in, as we toil through this

world where He is not, of knowing for

ourselves the solace and cheer of Himself,

for His name's sake.

London : G. MORRISH, 20, Paternoster Square, E.C.
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