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INTRODUCTION 

The Church in Thessalonica ,vas a monument Lo 
the faithfulness of Paul as he sought to carry the 
Gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth. Thessa­
lonica, located in the northern part of the Grecian 
peninsula, was one of the farthest points reached 
by Paul during his missionary journeys. Silas and 
Timothy were associated with him in the founding 
of this work of God; there£ ore Paul included them in 
his letter to tlie saints there. 

Paul's labor "'as not in vain in this heathen city. 
He preached the Word of God in the power of the 
Holy Spirit and saw hearts turn to Christ. 

It is evident from the lin� of ministry presented 
in both letters· to the Church at Thessalonica that 
,vord had reached Paul concerning a misunderstand­
ing among them in regard to the return of our 
Lord. They had received letters purporting to be 
from Paul, which contained doctrine contrary to 
what he had taught when he was with them. Paul, 
therefore, found it necessary to write corrective let­
ters so that their faith might be strengthened and 
that they might have a proper understanding of the 
truth, especially as it pertains to the return of the 
Lord. 

Chapter I. Paul had a shepherd heart. He loved 
all the people of God at Thessalonica ( v. 2). Some 
were not as attractive as others. Not all were gifted 
alike, but he loved each one and sent the salutation 
which their hearts so much desired. He prayed for all

the saints of God, and he gave thanks for them even 
though their faith was not as true as he wished it 
might be. Paul praised these saints even though 
he felt it necessary to correct their faith. 

It is characteristic of this letter that Paul speaks 
in triads. His salutation mentions Paul, Silvanus 
(Silas) and Timotheus. He remembered their ,vork 
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of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope ( v. 3). 
The effect of the Gospel on their hearts was in 
power, in Lhe Holy Spirit, and in much assurance 
( v. 5). Their reputation went forth into Macedonia, 
Achaia, and in Lo every ·place where their faith was 
known. 

Paul assured the Thessalonians that Christ had not 
returned as a spirit or as an influence or as an in• 
visible person. In each chapter Paul corrects 
some false idea about the Lord's return and reveals 
,vhat attitude a Christian should adhere to concern• 
ing His return. 

In the first chapter the readers are exhorted to be 
in the attitude of waiting. Paul reiterates the im• 
portance of being in an attitude of waiting again 
in the second letter ( 3 :5) . He repeats the thought 
to assure them that ·Christ has not yet returned but 
is still on His throne in heaven waiting word from 
His Father to come back for •His own. 

Paul did not hesitate to remind the Thessalonians 
of his own godly behavior when he ,vas with them. 
He mentions the power of his preaching ( v. 5) and 
the attractive life he and his two companions lived ( v. 
6). It was always Paul's desire that his life should 
prove the truth of his preaching. In other epistles 
he presents his own godly manner of living as an 
inducement to others to become followers of Christ 
Jesus according to the pattern revealed by him. So 
it �hould always ·be. The Lord never intended that 
the tongue should be larger than the hand. It is His 
plan that believers should always do more than they 
say. Their lives should magnify the words that they 
speak. 

Paul commended these saints for their godly lives 
( v. 7), and also commended them for their excel­
lent words. Their reputation for living godly lives 
made it possible for many to believe ,vhnt Lhcy 
preached. They were their own best advertisements 
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( v. 8). Their faith was evident ancl so their words 
were believed. 

1\lthough he ,vns writing to those who were al­
ready saved, Paul did not fail to speak a good word 
about the Savior and 1-lis saving grace. He affirms 
the deity of Christ ( v. 10). I-le states that there 
is a living, personal God ( v. 9). He asserts that 
Jesus did not remain in the tomb, but aotually arose 
from the grave (v. 10). 

Because of his genuine love for the saints he 
was deeply interested in the condition of their souls. 
He asked for no money. He requested no favors for 
himself. He s04ght only to promote their knowl­
edge of God, their love for Christ, and their obedi­
ence lo the Spirit. He revealed no favoritism in 
his ,vriting. Each and every one" of the saints had 
a part in his prayer; they were included in his pe­
tition; and they shared in his love. These are the 
marks of a true shepherd. 

Note that Paul placed this church not in T hessa­

lonica but in God the Father and in the Lord ] esus

Christ. This church ,vas composed of Thess•alonian 
believers. They ,vere no longer a part of this world 
but they w·ere a part of the Church of God. They 
were in the family of God and belonged to Him. 
God was their dwelling place as the psalmist wrote 
( Ps. 90: 1). TI1ey had left the worship of idols and 
were now in the care of a wonderful Father, a pre­
cious Savior, and a blessed Teacher. Paul used 
the full name of Christ frequently, calling Him the 
Lord Jesus Christ, so that they would kno\V the 
Savior in the fullness of His revelation. A.s Lord 
he ,vas their Sovereign and Master. As Jesus He 
was their Savior and R

(

edeemer. As Christ He ,vas 
their anointed High Priest, the fulfillment of the 
Old Testam,ent prophecies. 

Pau I went to some pains to give these ChrisLians 
a full measure of Lheology so Lhat they might hnve 
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an intelligent f nith and that they might be rooted 
and grounded in this faith. Other lords demanded 
obedience f ron1 the Thessalonians. Other �ods were 
presented for their faith and obedience. Other 
powers were seeking to influence them. Paul brought 
before these new believers the provision through the 
Gospel by which they cou Id know the true God, 
love tl1e true Savior, and follow the leading of the 
true Spirit of God. Christian leaders need to pro­
claim this truth today. Each servant of God needs 
zeal and knowledge in presenting all the truth of 
God to all the saints of God, so that all may gro,v 
in p:race and in the know·ledge of tbe Lord. 

�'hen Paul addressed his spiritual children by the 
term "beloved of God'' ( v. 4), he used the Greek 
verb w·hich describes the highest kind of love. It 
is the kind of love that is found in John 3 :16. It 
is a love that is fragrant with the heart of the 
Lord and is untainted by human lust. It is God's 
love transplanted into human hearts. Because Paul 
loved the Christians dearly, and ,vith a holy love, he 
,vas most solicitous for their spiritual welfare and 
,vrote in detail in order that they might understand 
perfectly. 

When Paul said (v. 5) "our gospel,'' he indi­
cated clearly that this message had been embraced 
bv him and was flavored by and savored of his 
personality. His speech was a product of his life. 
What he learned of God in his soul he expressed 
,vith his lips. Paul and the Gospel were inseparable. 
He threw his whole life into his preaching. l-lis 
messages were filled with life, po,ver and vigor. 
Because they came from his own heart they affected 
the hearts of others. Because they had been ca re­
fully thought out, therefore they appealed to the 
minds of others. 

Because the foregoing ,vas true, Paul could a�k 
others to irnit.ate him. 1-f e asserted wit.hout ht.�ilntion 

6 



that he was following Christ and in1ilating his Lord. 
Thal being the case, he could request others to imi­
tate hi111 l v. 6). Paul would not have anyone imitate 
hin1 except as he imitated his Lord. 

Paul clearly stated that "they had received the 
\\'Ord.�' It is never safe to rest on fee1ings or ex­
periences. Faith must rest on the unchangeable 
Word of God and the plain statements of the blessed 
Lord. Other foundations are treacherous, but this 
one is safe and sure. Paul said to the Romans, 
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the ,vord 
of God" (Rom. 10 :17). Those whose faith rests 
on the Seri ptures are sound in doctrine and are not 
easily turned aside. Those who know what God 
has said ,vill not be easily affected by ,vhat men 
say. Those who use the Word of God 'With under­
standing bring forth fruit-thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and 
a hundredfold (Matt. 13 :23). Only the Word of 
God can bring the peace of God to the heart. Only 
the Word of the Lord can reveal the mind of the 
Lord. 

Al though Paul wrote much about the love of God, 
he also emphasized the 'Wrath of God. It ,vas ex­
pedient to remind these Thessalonian believers that 
,vrath ,vas coming. God is a God of wrath as ,,vell 
as a God of love. He loves His Son, He loves His 
saints and He loves lost men. He exercises wrath 
against the enemies of His Son. against the enemies 
of His saints. and against rebellious men who reject 
and ref use His love. 

Paul ever exalted the person of Christ as the on I y 
Savior of men. None of his experiences dimmed Lhis 
vision. No theology took precedence over this truth. 
It is Jesus the son of God who deliver� from the 
wrath of God ( vv. 9, 10). 

The work of f nith ( v. 3) and the labor of love 
which characterized these Thessalonian Christinns is 
not d�cribed. It is not known just whnt they did 
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that called for such sweet words of commendation 
from this great man of God. He said, "From you 
sounded out the word of the Lord" ( v. 8) . He did 
not tell how it was sounded out, \\·hat rnethods ,,·ere 
used, what program ,vas fol lowed nor \\'hat plans 
were promulgated. 

There is a reason for this. In every country man­
ners and methods differ. In e,·err place the customs 
of the people vary. Each person serves in his owTI 
particular way. There cannot be a universal method 
which is bles.sed of God and is fruit£ ul nn1ong n1en. 

Romanism ha� tried this plan by adopting one 
universal dead language. It has prescribed ccrtuin 
rituals and c,ercmonics. It has planned o definite 
program which is the same in every lnngungc anti 
every country. All of ti.is has for the n1osl pnrl .. 
produced only dead works, dead souls and clcc<ls 
of darkncsi,. 

Our Lor<l gave no rigid formula for preaching 
or for p rnct ice. J csus commanded that believers go 
and preach the Gospel. hut He did not tell them how 
to preach it. Son1c do it ,,rith tracts, some in street 
meetings, so1ne confine their preaching to the pulpit, 
others write letters, and some write books. 

So Paul very carefullr ref rains from prescribin� 
or even from describing the manner and the method 
of the \\'Ork done by thes-e earnest, zealous Chris­
tians. The work of the Lord must be done in the 
most suitable way for the conditions surrounding 
it. The Holy Spirit leaves room for individual per­
sonalities, national characteristics, and local con­
ditions of every kind. No h,·o Christians serve the 
Lord alike. For that reason there are no instructions 
,vhatever concerning the manner in w·hich to do 
God's ,vork. Every attempt to regulate these matters 
has resulted in failure or formalism. 

Attention also should be given to the fact that the 
preaching of the Word is not necessarily sufficient 
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(Y. 5). �Iany sit under good, clear preaching and 
are unaffected by it. The Word must have power; 
the Holy Spirit must take the Word and make it 
e.ff ective in the heart. Peter said that some "preached 
th� �ospel unto us with the Holy Spirit" (I Pet.
1:12}. The Word of God does not affect the heart 
unless the Spirit of God gives it power. The Word 
of God must be vocal, forceful and powerful by 
the anointing of the Spirit, if it is to affect the 
hearts of the hearers. Jesus said, "The words that I 
speak unto you, -they are spirit, and they are life" 
( John 6 :3). The hearer must realize that God is 
speaking, and that God is speaking to him person­
ally. Then the message is effective. The speaker 
must thoroughly and fully believe his message. 
His voice, his attitude, his actions, his words must 
reveal to the audience that he is in earnest and is 
fully persuaded of the truth of his message. Only 
then lvil l the hearers receive and accept the message. 
It was in this manner that Paul preached at Thessa­
lonica. Many believed. 

Chapter 2. Paul had some very unhappy experi­
ences, but none of them dimmed his vision or lulled 
his ardor. Though a host of enemies was arrayed 
against him, he continued to serve his Lord and to 
preach the Gospel in every place. 

In this chapter the Apostle reminds the brethren 
at Thessalonica of his faithfulness in coming to 
them after he had been -so terribly mistreated at 
Philippi. He reminds them that there was much 
con Len Lion in regard to his ministry ( v. 2). The 
contention, however, only sharpened Paul's wits. It 
made him lean haid on the Lord. It made him look 
m�re f ul1y Lo the Spirit for liberty, po,.ver and 
abi1ity. 

Paul is not Liller in this passage. 1-{e is only ex­
pressing his attitude of heart which was lo win 

9 



more fully the confidence of the brethren. He came 
to them with the Gospel, not with cunningly devised 
fables nor a program of living from a set of rules. 
He did not organize a church ,vith peculiar doc­
trines and practices. He did not suggest a program 
of dead formalism nor of ·wild fanaticism. He 
brought them God's good Gospel ,vhich revealed 
to them the value and the loveliness of Christ Jesus 
the Lord. 

In view of the fact that false teachers had visited 
Thessalonica in an attempt to turn a,va y the Chris­
tians from the true faith, Paul reminded the believers 
( v. 3) that he came among them neither as a ma­
gician nor as a sorcerer nor as a hypocrite. Paul 
was not a bluff er. He did not misrepresent any truth 
of God nor did he seek to ,vin men by false prom­
ises or false representations. 

Paul greatly prized the Gospel. He desired to 
guard this trust from God zealous} y and to speak 
the message truthfully. Since it ·was God's Gospel 
concerning God's son, Lheref ore Paul ,vi shed to please 
the God who entrusted it to him without respect lo 
the fear or favor of man. He knew that it would 
not be profitable either in this life or in the next 
to misuse this trust. He kne,v that one day there 
,vould be a judgment when God would inquire into 
his preaching and his ministry ( v. 4) . Being a 
steward of God, he knew that God was watching his 
expenditure of this Gospel (v.5). Therefore, he 
presented it honestly, forcefully and clearly, ,vithout 
regard to remuneration and without fear of the 
results. 

There was no covetousness in Paul's life. He 
pre.ached whether there was money or no money. 
He delivered the message even though he often suf­
f er'ed for it and was misunderstood and terribly 
mistreated. He did not flatter the people in order 
to obtain their favor or their financial assistance. 
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I-Tis only purpose ,vas to make known the true Goel
to those who sat in darkness.

In religious matters 1nany seek the glory of their 
fellowmen. S01ne ,vho are engaged in religious serv­
ice desire to obtain imposing titles which indicate 
their power and position among their fellow men. 
Paul sought none of these. He desired simply to be 
a bond slave of Jesus Christ. He desired to be as a 
nurse to the Thessalonians, caring for them kindly, 
graciously and carefully (v. 7). 

Paul evidenced an unusual amount of loving care 
for the Thessalonian saints. His ,vord indicated that 
his love for these believers was so great that he ,vas 
\iVilling to lay down ·his life on their behalf, in order 
that they might receive the full blessing and benefit 
of God's good Gospel. It was not church programs 
that filled his thoughts. It was not ecclesiastical 
honors that attracted his attentions. It was not re­
ligious plans that called for his earnest care. It 
was the precious Gospel story with it$ blessed truths 
that prompted his heart's affection toward them. 
The servant of God who would best serve the church 
of God 1nust love the people of God dearly and must 
feel a shepherd's care for each and every member 
of the flock. 

Paul greatly despised those who opposed Christ 
Jesus and the Gospel. He greatly loved those who 
trusted Jesus Christ and believed His Gospel. He

attempted the unusual and unorthodox to spread the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth. He was not a 
mediocre man. He was not filled with greed. I-le 
,-vas God's man. He learned God's will and exe­
cuted it well. In utter self-abandonment I-le laid his 
whole life at Jesus' feet. 

Paul took his preaching very seriously (v. 9). In 
order Lo maintain his financial independence he 
opened his own workshop Lo earn his own inoon1c. 
lie did nol insist on u f orly-hour week. 1-le did not 
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watch the clock. 1-Ie must live, of course, and rather 
than go around begging for his living and expecting 
olhers lo pny his bills, this great lawyer workad nl 
a n1enial job lo obtain the funds for the service 
of his Lord. I-le wanted those in Thessalonica lo 
hear the Gospel, so he preached the Gospel between 
jobs. He did not consider that it was beneath his 
dignity as a great man of God to work. He boasted 
of it. He w·as glad for Lhe privilege. Working and 
preaching, he established a church among the 
heathen in Thessalonica. 

In verse 10 Paul presents some more triads-the 
triad of his preaching: no deceit, no uncleanness 
and no guile. He also presents the triad of his 
godliness: Paul lived among the Thessalonians holily, 
justly and unblamedly. His life was so transparent 
that he called on the Thessalonian saints as ,vit­
nesses to it and also asked God to agree to it. Hjs 
life ,vas an advertisement for his message. His con­
duct revealed his character and his attitude to,vard 
God. He practiced the precepts of his messages. 

Another triad reveals the character of his ministry. 
He exhorted, comf or,ted and charged the saints. He 
spoke to them as father to children, since Paul and 
the Christians wei:-e so related in God the Father. 
In verse 7 he treated them as a nurse treats children. 
The nurse, ho,-vever, lias no authority. The father 
has. But a father will comfort and protect his off­
spring. So Paul, assuming his position as an apostle 
of Christ, took charge of ,these sainls •and dealt 
with them for their good. He urged them to Jive a 
separated, useful, godly life. He comforted them 
because they were persecuted by the ungodly. They 
needed the loving words of their gracious leader to 
heJp them hear their burdens. 

In verse 13 this gracious shepherd again expressed 
his thanks to God for these sheep. Paul desired that 
the Thessalonians know how pleased he ,vas because 
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his children ,vere walking in the truth. In the pre­
vious chapter he is pleased with their work and 
,\'ith their patience. Here he is rejoicing because 
of their attitude to,vard the Word of God. They 
believed in the Scriptures, accepting, honoring and 
permitting Lhen1 to work mightily and success£ ully 
in their souls. The church at Thessalonica learned 
the will of God from the Word of God and sought 
to put it into practice. That they had experienced a 
genuine conversion was evident from their intention 
to live up to the confession of their lips. They 
wanted God to speak to them and to work in their 
lives to prove to the ,vorld that they ,vere true be­
lievers. They were ,villing to suffer for their be­
liefs ( v. 14,) and for the truth which they received. 
Paul did not fail to recognize the proofs of gen­
uine faith as he wrote them this letter. 

Note that Paul very carefully refrained from any 
denominational separation or segregation in his dis­
cussion of the local churches ( v. 14). Although 
they were located in different cities, they belonged to 
the same Savior. Faith and trust in Christ knit 
them together. The ne,v life in Christ Jesus' made 
them members one of another. The presence of the 
J-Ioly Spirit in their hearts united them as brothers 
individually and co1leotively. No differences were 
mentioned, no separations were expected. Christ 
unites. Reli�ion separates. Means and methods of 
procedure divide God's people into numerous sects; 
only the love of Christ can unite. 

The Thessalonians were persecuted by the heathen 
( v. 14,). 1,he churches in Judea were persecuted by 
religious enemies. In either case the results were the 
same. God's people were persecuted and suff ercd 
for their faith. 

Paul in verse 15 describes Lhe Jews with another 
of his graphic triads. I-le pictured them as a people 
who killed the Savior, killed Lhe prophets, and 
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persecuted Pnul nnd his cornpanions. The enemies 
of God and His Gospel are nhvnys enemies of God's 
people. They hnve no desire or inlention Lo please 
God. They clo not plan lo he] p their fe1low1nen. 
They play their o,vn fiddle while Rome burns and 
have no concern for 1Lhe salvation of their own soul 
or tJ1e souls of others. 

Note that nothing is said about the sins 'Which 
are prevalent a1nong ,vorldly men, such -as drunken­
ness, thievery, immora1ity and other such evils. The 
sins described pertain to the spiritual realm, because 
they are the sins which mark the apostate. They are 
sins against the servants of God. a�ainst the Gospel 
of God, against ithe ·Church of God and against the 
people of God. These are the ,vorst sins if sins may 
be cataloged. 

Not only did these Jews reject Christ themselves 
but they sought by every me�ns to prevent Christ 
from being offered to ,the Gentiles. Taking the "dog 
in the manger" attitude, they ref used the Bread of 
Life and sought Lo keep others from eating it. They 
ref used the Savior of sinners and sought to keep 
Him f ro1n saving others. 

Paul deeply desired ito see the saints at Thessa­
lonica and to be with them a�ain ( v. 17), although 
he ,-v-as ,vith them in spirit. He had seen miracles 
of God's grace ,vrought among them. 

Certoainly it is not surprising that Satan did not 
want Paul in Thessalonica ( v. 18). Ho,v ,vould 
Satan hinder? What ,vould he do to prevent this 
desired visit? By what plan and program ,vould 
he hinder this great man of God, not once ·hut often? 
Was not Paul Spirit-filled? Was he not Spirit-led? 
Did he not know the Savior intimately? How then 
could this archenemy of the soul bring up any ob­
stacles ,vhich Paul could not overcome? It is not 
known. This phase of Paul's life remains secret. 
Paul had experiences with the powers of darkness 

14 



that were not for publication. Paul had ballles that 
were -not for public information. Pau] had a private 
[if e as wel I as a public Jif e. What went on in thal 
sacred realm is not revealed. Perhaps some day he 
will tell about it in the glory. 

Paul assures the Thessalonians that there is a 
Devil. He frequently refers to Satan. He never 
treats lightly this great fall en angel. He neither 
treats him as a myth or phantom, nor as a figment 
of the imagination. Paul always expresses his reali­
zation of the power of this- mighty being. 

Satan's "'ays are devious and multitudinous. He is 
clever in his machinations. He is skillful in exact­
ing his schemes. He is persistent in backing his 
policies. He is clever in executing his plans. How 
careful the Christian should be to stay close 1to the 
Almighty God so that he may be preserved from 
the wiles of ,the devil. 

The place that these Thessalonian believers occu­
pied in Paul's mind and heart -is clearly revealed 
in the triad in verse 19. They filled his heart ,vith 
radiant hope, with exquisite joy, and they rewarded 
him richly as his crown. A Christian can readily 
understand Paul's ecstasy ,vhen thinking of them. 
He had come to them with the Gospel of God's 
grace and had seen them turn from darkness to 
light, from the power of Satan unto God, from idol 
,vorship ,lo worship of the true God. ·This ,vas satis­
factory proof to Paul that he was God's servant. It 
was adequate evidence of God's remedy. It furnished 
a satisfactory example of the blessedness of the 
service of the King. 

Paul concluded verse 19 by reminding them that 
Lhey ,vere on the way -to meet the Lord Jesus Christ. 
T n Lhis way he ngain com·batted ,the error ,vhich 
had crept in among them that Christ had alrendy 
come. 



Chapter 3. The solicitous care of this shepherd 
of the sheep is revealed most plainly throughout 
chnpter 3. There was a burden on the heart of 
Paul for the Christians at Thessalonica. It dis­
tressed him and depressed his spirit. He stood it as 
long as he could and then sent his beloved son in 
the faith, Timothy, to see personally how his "chil­
dren" were getting on with God. 

Paul refers to Timothy as an equal and not as 
subordinate. The apostle was ·wise in dealing with 
others. He ref rained from making any individual 
feel inferior to him. He ,vould al ways take the 
lesser place, or else he ·would exalt the other person 
to his own position. He called Timothy his brother 
in this passage, although when writing to Timothy, 
Paul called him his "son in the faith" (I Tim. 1 :2). 

There ,vas no mistake about the purpose of Tim­
othy's visit to Thessalonica. He was to strengthen 
the faith of the Thessalonians; he was to establish 
them in the truth of God ,vhich they had learned; 
he ,vas to comfort them in regard to the persecution 
which they were enduring. 

Paul knew the frailty of the human heart and so 
he felt deeply solicit_ous in regard to their situation. 
Many men ,vho are brave in times of peace become 
timid and fearful in times of stress. Many ,vho will 
walk with God while in the home church and amon� 
friends will deny their Lord among strangers. Paul 
,vanted to know what was happening in Thessa­
lonica. Were the saints standing up well under the 
pressure of their enemies? Were they enduring the 
storm of opposition? Were they ,vithstanding the 
seduction and temptations of the w·orldlings around 
them? He kne,v ,that if they were living godly lives 
they would invite the animosity of the ungodly. He 
knew that if they were practicing his teachings, then 
Satan would be busy in arousing opposition. 

The presence of godliness has always aroused 
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and will continue lo arouse the hatred of the human 
hc,arl. The presence of purity stirs up the wickcd­
ne$8 in evil lives. Men are not neutral about the 
things of God. Many of those who saw Jesus sought 
to strike Hirn, spit upon Him and injure Him. Some 
wanted Lo stone J-liin; others ,vanted to throw Him 
over the hill in Nazareth. All the evil of the human 
heart rises up against Christ when He is brought 
forth in the presence of sinners. Paul kne,v this. 
He had experienced it himself. He had gone through 
terrible persecutions for being true to God and His 
Word. He kne,v that the believers ,vould fare no 
heller, for they ,vho "will live godly in Chrii,t Jesus 
shall suffer persecution" (II Tim. 3:12). It is a 
mark of genuine work of grace when one remains 
unmoved in the midst of persecution, trial and 
affliction. 

What a trans£ ormation took place in Paul's heart 
when Timothy returned from that visit ,vith the good 
news about the people of God ·at Thessalonica. What 
an honor it is to be chosen as a messenger of God 
to ascertain the condition of His people. Not every­
one is fitted for this service. Some do not have the 
abi1ity to discern spiritual values. Some are more 
interested in the structure or the finances than in the 
welfare of the souls of the people. Some are more 
occupied with the physical conditions that exist 
rather than the spiritual attainments of the Chris­
tians. 

Paul knew whom lo send. Timothy had �niritual 
discernment. He knew how to differentiate between 
fleshly enthusiasm and p;odly zeal. He knew the Jif­
f ere11cc between f onnality and faith. He knc,,· the 
comparative value of forms and ceren1onics as con1-
pared ,vitl1 faith. the love of God and holy zeal. 
TimoLhy ,\Yas God's man thinking God's thoughts 
and running God's errands. Paul ,vas f orlunalc in 
having sucl1 a helper. 
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Tin1othy made the journey, visited in the homes of 
the saints, talked with Lhem individually, observed 
the service ,vhich they rendered, and came back with 
a glo,ving report. He had found the people of God 
in Thessalonica walking with God and living for 
God. He had found thein true Lo the faith. They 
had continued in the doctrines learned from Paul's 
lips and had not been turned aside by the fables 
of false teachers. They were still loving the things 
of God and one another. 

The Thessalonians continued to love Paul. They 
remained his true friends. They continued in his 
s"1eet fello,,vship. Their hearts were longing to see 
Paul and to tell him personally of their continued 
devotion. They had not failed him. They remained 
true, in their friendship. 

At this time Paul ,vas suffering considerable 
trouble in Athens. The G:r;:eeks were mocking his 
preaching, scoffing at his teaching and rejecting 
his ministry. I-le speaks of his affiiction as ,veil as 
of his distress. Evidently the Greeks ,vere inflicting 
physical punishment and mistreating him as an 
enemy. In •the midst of all 1this Timothy came with 
the story of the Thessalonians' faithfulness and con­
stant love for him. This cheered Paul's heart, re­
freshed his spirit, and gave him new courage. Timo­
thy's news put new fire in Paul's bones and filled 
him with new zeal. Now he could sing again. Life 
was filled with sunshine. Now he knew that God 
had sent them to Thessalonica and that God had 
faithfully ,vorked through him there. 

The message f ro1n Timothy's lips caused Paul to 
offer praise and thanksgiving to Cod ( v. 9). His 
heart went out in adoring gratitude lo the Cod of 
heaven who had not let His Word fall to the ground, 
or allo,ved I-Tis servant to rail. lie felt unuhlc prop­
erly lo express to God Lhe gratitude of his heart 
for the blessing in that faraway city. 
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Paul was neither a lazy nor negligent preacher. 
He wa.s not satisfied just to have a good time, go 
to church, preach for an hour, go out for a party 
afterwards, and then retire with a feeling of satis­
faction. Such was not his calling. 

In verse 10, the apostle reveals his tender love and 
tl1e purpose of his soul in desiring the very best 
for those whom he had led to Christ. He ·was not 
content to kno,-v that they had accepted Christ Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior. He \\1anted them to pass 
on to a full growth in the things of God. He ,vanted 
them to have a full faith: know all the doctrines, 
not just the gospel story. He wanted to visit them 
to increase their knowledge of the precious truths of 
God. Paul's nights were spent in prayer and his 
days in supplication. He did not pray carelessly, 
but "exceedingly." His complete soul was in this 
business. 

A true shepherd desires the food, training and 
conditions which will make his sheep fat, healthy 
and covered with plenty of wool. Ministers should 
imitate Paul in this matter. 'f.hey should not be 
satisfied merely to tell the gospel story, count the 
raised hands and then _go Lo another to,vn, brag­
�ing, "I had thirty-fone converts in the last to,m." 
Such evangelism is superficial. It lacks depth. Paul 
would have denounced this frivolous method of soul 
winning. He ·wanted the Thessalonians to believe 
the total truth that God desired for them, an intelli­
�ent belief based on the knowledge of the Scriptures. 
He felt that he should serve the church in this man­
ner. There£ ore he prayed God for permission to 
return and add to the grow·ing work. 

Paul evidently perceived the insufficiency of self, 
for in verse 11 the apostle prays in a spirit of 
expectatjon that God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
would fulfill his heart's desire that he might visit 
the 'fhessalonian Christians. Paul made it clear, 
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however, that ho wou]d not return to •the field unless 
it wus God's will. Paul wns nol self-·willed in this 
rcgnrd. I-le wanted lo be f ul1y controlled by the 
desires of God. 1-Je wrote to the Thessalonians that 
he expected the blessed Lord of glory to let him 
co111e to rthem. Since he ,vas God's servant, he must 
have knowledge of God's mind. Since he ,vas God's 
ambassador, he must have knowedge of God's will. 
Since he was entrusted with the Gospel, he could 
only go where the Lord ,vanted that Gospel taken. 

Perhaps in this passage the divine Trinity is re­
vealed. "God himself" may refer to the Holy Spirit, 
for there follow the expressions, ''and our Father'', 
"and our Lord Jesus Christ.'' The word "and" 
would indicate that reference is to two persons. 
lit seems likely that the Trinity is revealed here be­
cause .the Holy Spirit is the Lord of the harvest: 
He is the Guide: He is the One who directs the 
servants of God in this age. Perhaps the Holy Spirit 
is mentioned first because He is concerned with the 
harvest and is called "God" because He is God. It 
always is wise to look for the presence of the Holy 
Spirit whenever the matter of service is under 
discussion or guidance is being considered. 

The Holy Spirit must plant rthis heavenly grace 
in the human ·heart and cause it to flourish there. 
Where God's love abounds in the soul, petty diffi­
culties are overlooked and joy and peace reign. Love 
is the fulfilling of the law because a person never 
injures those whom he loves. Those who love God, 
please God. Paul would have these believers look 
to dhe Spirit of God to make their lives holy, clean 
and pure in His sight. They might hide deeds and 
thoughts from the eyes of men, but he wanted them 
to be transparent in God's sight. Paul desired that 
these saints remain roorted and grounded firmly in 
the holy path of separation and consecratioin until 
they would meet ithe Lord Jesus. 
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Here ngain a Lriad is mentioned. The Spiril is 
first, the Father is second, and the Savior is third.

It is the same order that exists in verse 11. 
Always avoid the thought that the Holy Spirit 

is the ''third" person. It is quite unfair to this prec­
ious person of the Trinity to indicate that He is 
down in third place in the scale of deity. In verses 
11 and 13 the Holy Spirit has the first place. Some­
times the Father has the flrst place, as in the bap­
tismal formula. Sometimes the Son has the first 
place, as in the benediction formula. Each one is 
God. Each one is to be honored on an equality with 
the others. 

In chapter 3 Paul reveals to the Thessalonians 
that the coming of the Lord is still future and re­
futes the false teachings of those who insisted that 
Christ had already come. Paul cared for the faith 
of the saints. He wanted them to he saved from false 
teachers. He desired to keep them f rorn being led 
astray by false doctrines. To this end he invoked the 
work of all three Persons of the Trinity to bless 
and protect His people. 

Chapter 4. In Chapter 4, Paul is just as much 
interested in the personal godliness and holy walk 
of the Thessalonians as he is in setting them straight 
in their theology. All through the book he switches 
f rorn the one train of Lhought to the other. Part of 
the time he presents theology and part of the time 
a godly life. These parts must be properly mingled 
if Christians are ,to develop well. 

In Thessalonica, a town filled with idolatry, there 
,vas great need for Paul to urge the believers to 
live separated, consecrated lives. He exhorts them in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. It is not only "Jesus" 
whom he brings before them, but he gives this lovely 
Savior llis official title of "Lord." As Lord, Jesus 
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e.\:pecls then1 lo own J-Iis lordship, to listen to His 
1nessage, and Lo desire lo do 1-Iis wi] I. 

Paul had taught Lhe church at Thessalonica I.he 
command1nents of the Lord Jesus. He withheld no 
truth from the111. He did not deceive them into think­
ing that they could be Christians and then live as 
they pleased. I-le did not suggest for one moment 
that they could ptof ess a faith which was not proved 
by their works. He assured them that they could 
hardly expect to call themselves Christians and then 
live like ,the heathen around them. 

The same temptations which enticed the Thessa­
lonians have prevailed throughout various genera­
tions. of mankind. The human body has never 
changed. In every land and in every race passion 
rules unless it is restrained by the power of God. 
In Thessalonica the people of God were surrounded 
with the evil influences of idolatry. Lewdness and 
lustfulness constantly are manifested where the grace 
of God does not prevail. 

It is God's 1vill that the whole spirit, soul and 
body be preserved for our Lord, as indicated in 
Chapter 5. It ,vas also Paul's desire that all parts 
of the body should be preserved for the glory of 
God. 

The passage does not indicate that the Thessa­
lonians were living evil lives. It only brings to their 
attention the need of being protected and preserved 
from the evil activities and desires of the flesh. 

In verse 6, Paul reminds the saints that God sees 
every intrusion into the sacred precints of another's life 
and will avenge every invasion of another's rights. 
It seems that Paul told this to the Thessalonians 
when he visited them, but knowing the great danger 
of temptation, he wrote a reminder. God wants 
1-lis children to be a blessing, not n curse, to one
another. He wants thc1n to practice the doctrines
of J-Iis Word and nol lo dishonor His narne.
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There nre mnny docLrincs which concern the con­
trol of sin f u I bocli ly impulses. Some ChrisLians 
preach thnt fleshly desires should be eradicated, and 
that they are obliterated by what is called "the 
second blessing." Others preach the doctrine of re­
pression wherein the Christian by much exercise, 
purpose of heart, and firm decision endeavors to 
"keep under" all these evil propensities so that they 
are not permitted any freed om in the life. Still other 
believers teach the doctrine of victory which em­
braces the thought that if the heart and life are 
given over to the Holy Spirit in utter abandon­
ment to Christ, then the Lord Himself will rule in 
the life, and the desires of the flesh will have no 
room nor p1ace in the life and practice of the 
Christian. 

Paul indicates that he expects the believer to find 
the remedy and use it. 

Paul indicates in verse 8 that some may reject 
the call of God and neither care for His will nor 
His plan. He argues that if the Holy Spirit has been 
received, then a holy life will result. The Holy 
Spirit gives holy thoughts, holy desires, and pro­
duces holy actions. Quite. often, and in fact most of 
the time, when the Spitit is mentioned, the qua1if y­
ing word "holy'' accompanies it in order that the 
believer may kno,v that He desires holiness and 
that His presence insures holiness. 

Throughout the Scriptures three kinds of warfare 
are manifested: world against the Father, Satan 
against the Savior, and the flesh against the Spirit. 
Christians everywhere need the same admonition 
and warning. The particular sin of uncleanness re­
veals an attitude of rebellion against God and a 
despising of the ,-vill and purpose of God. Paul 
desired God's best for His saints. 

In verse 9 Paul states that the attitude of Chris­
tians toward one another should be one of loving 
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de,·otion. He knew that the Holy Spirit, the Cod 
rnentioncd in this verse, wou Id ft II their hearts with 
lo\'e toward God, love toward one another and love 
for the lost. 

Pnul, however. was not satisfied with .the quantity 
of their love, although the quality does receive his 
approbation. He wanted them to increase more and 
more in this blessed ministry. He \Vould have them 
find ne"r ways of expressing and revealing their 
love. He ,vould have them manifest this gracious 
attribute of the Spirit in fresh volume and in new 
avenues. He ,vould not have them content with 
mediocrity. His desire was for them to be unusual 
believers. 

The apostle gives some very practical suggestions 
to the saints at Thessalonica. in verses 11 and 12. 
�'Study to be quiet"-ho,v needful is that admoni­
tion. l\tlost Christians are too busy: It is not natural 
for them to be silent. They like to be moving, go­
ing, ,vorking, playing, visiting and rushing around. 
It was a matter of deep concern to Paul that these 
saints were not quiet enough to hear God's voice. 
The Christian needs to be quiet in God's presence 
so that he may properly appraise himself and hear 
God's voice without distraction. 

The saint should do his own business and do it 
,vell. The master's product cannot be produced at 
the bungler's price. God takes no pleasure in hap­
hazard and careless service. He never promotes 
laziness. He would have the Christian "maintain 
good ,vorks for necessary uses." And He would have 
Lhem honest in all their dealings. By quiet attention 
lo spiritual va1ues and by ]earning lo maintain them­
selves by profitable induslry, every need is n1el and 
no saint will become, a public charge or a burden 
lo the church. The Lord ,vould have each Christian 
support himse)f and at the same Lime grow in grace 
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nnd in tho knowledge of our Lord nnd Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

The scene ngnin changes. I-laving instructed the 
saints of God in regard lo living useful, profitable 
nnd happy lh·es, Paul suddenly turns his allention 
to the return of the Lord. To instruct the Thessa­
lonians about the Secon� Coming was the primary 
reason Paul wrote the letter. The church had been 
misinformed by false teachers. Paul attempted 
lo enlighten them on the subject by a clear and 
definite statement of the facts. 

Paul definitely declares that those who die without 
salvation in Christ have "no hope" of ever en­
joying the blessings of peace or of entering the 
presence of God. No future joys await them, only 
eternal punishment. 

Paul also asserts that the saints who die are "asleep 
in Jesus." They shall rise to live with God and to 
walk with their Lord. 

The unsaved will rise to be cast out from God's 
presence into the lake of fire. There is no hope of 
a second chance or of a resurrection unto blessing. 

The return of the Lord is promised upon His 
death and r�urrection (v. 14). Christ ·will return, 
bringing back with I-Iiin the spirits of saints who 
have died. 

Paul calls attention Lo the fact that Christ is com­
ing as Lord. Notice how often the ,�ord "Lord" 
occurs in this revelation concerning His coming. It 
is "the word of the Lord." It is also "the comi� 
of the Lord." And Paul says that it is the "Lord 
hjmself" who sha1l descend. Then the believers shall

"meet the Lord" and finally shall be "with the 
Lord." Jesus died as the meek and lowly Savior. 
He wil I return as the glorified, exalted, 01nni potent 
Lord of all. Ne\'cr again· will men wound nnd strike 
I lim. 

The saints Ii ving when Christ rel urns will hnvc no 
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nth·untup;e over those who have died. Tlic dcud i11 
Christ will see the Lord bcf ore the olhcrs. They 
lun� the joy of being with Hirn in their spirits un<l 
then afterwards in Lheir bodies. They will rise first. 
They obtain a double blessing. They occupy an 
ern·iable position. "Precious in Lhe sighl of Lhe Lord 
is the denth of his saints" (Ps. 116:5). 

The expression "asleep" does not mean that the 
spirits of the saints are in the grave with their 
bodies. Do not be deceived by the false teachings 
of "soul sleepers." The soul never sleeps. l\1any 
Scriptures reveal plainly that the soul of a Chris­
tian who dies goes to be with Christ at once, al­
though the body is laid to rest in the grave. 

The Lord will descend with the shout of the con­
queror. The voices of multitudes ,vill acclaim His 
glory. The archangel will lead the procession that 
will announce the con1ing forth of the glorious King 
of heaven. A trumpeter "'ill herald the approach 
of this mighty Lord, the Son of God, clothed ,vith 
power from His Father. 

All those in heaven, in earth and even those in 
hell must some day ackno,vledge that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father. They must 
honor His name and acknowledge His deity. His 
voice will quicken the dead, will open the graves of 
Christians. and will bring about the first resur­
rection. They along; with the living sainls, will be 
cau�ht up by the mi�hly power of God to rneel the 
lovely Lord whom Christians have learned to la1ow 
and trust. 

This message brought the saints al Thessnlonica 
comf orl. peace and hope. "Jesus is co1nin�, sing 
the glad word." Sorne day He ,vill descend f rorn 
the sky, a Conqueror. 

Chapter 5. In the previous chapters the Apostle 
Paul revealed his interest in the Thessnlonians' • per-
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sonal welfare, in their Leslimony, in lhcir godlv lift!, 
nnd in their knowledge concerning the return of Lhc 
Lord. Now he directs their allenlion again to the 
false teachings which were creeping in Lo the church. 
E,�idently Paul had been very thorough in teaching 
them while he was with them, else he ,vould nol 
have said, "Ye have no need that I ,-vrite." In fact, 
he had been so thorough in teaching the Second 
Con1ing that he says they know "perfectly." That 
can rarely be said of any today. Paul had given 
the believers the ,vords of the Savior and also the 
revelations he had received from heaven. He did not 
give them cunningly devised fables. He did not 
teach them clever but misleading reasonings. His 
was a ministry of fact. 

Paul uses the expression, "the day of the Lord," 
as referring to that day in ,vhich the exalted Jesus 
wil I rule and reign. It is the day of His po,ver. 
It is the day of His sovereignty. God has not re­
vealed ,vhen that day will come. One thing is cer­
tain: it ,,rill be at such a time as the great minds 
of earth "think not." Earth's leaders ,vill be crying 
peace and safety while the stonn is ready to break 
and the power of God is ready to be revealed. 

Remember and never forg·et that the Word of God 
is addressed to Christians. False religions make the 
mistake of taking God's messages to His children 
and applying them universally, even to the Devil's 
children. Verses 4 and 5 apply to Christians. 'The 
un�odly are not "brethren." The unsaved are not 
"children of light." God's people are brethren ,vith 
one another and ,vith the Lord Jesus. They belong 
to the same family. They are. indwelt by the same 
Spirit. They possess the sa1ne life. 

The saints at Thessalonica were not now in dark­
ness, as were the ungodly, the idolaters and the 
unsa,·ed. They had been brought "out of darkness 
into his marvelous light." 
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Slccpin� folks look liko dcnd folks. Paul did not 
wont the Thrssnloninns lo live nnd net in such a way 
thut folks wou Id not know whether they were Ii ving or 
dend. I1is call is "awake ... arise from the dcnd" 
(Eph. 5:14). TI1c snints are nol to be ]ike sinners 
ul all in their dai I y walk and life. 

In verse 7 Paul continues his figure of speech, 
showing that the darkness of the night penni l:51 
careless living of every kind. The unsaved live in 
the dark. They are not awake to either danger or 
opportunity. They do not care about God's call 
and do not tremble because of His ,varnings. The 
unsaved drink themselves drunk with business, pleas­
ure and the sins of this life. They are in the dark 
because they love it and they do the deeds of the 
prince of darkness. 

The Christians, however, are out of the <lark and 
are no,v "of the day." They are to be fitted for day­
time duties. They are to show by their actions that 
they are ready for all the privileges and opportuni­
ties offered in the daytime hours. They face the 
facts soberly, quietly and thought£ ully. They de­
liberately fill their hearts with faith in God, faith 
in the Word of God, faith in the Son of God� faith 
in the Spirit of God and faith in the ,vork of God. 
They prove it by their actions, They cultivate in 
their souls great love for the Father, devoted love 
for Christ, a true love for other Christians, and 
a godly love for a lost world to ,-vhoni they ,-vould 
bring the Savior. 

The unsaved are appointed to wrath. God makes 
the appointment and it must be met. He appoints 
lo wrath all those who deliberately choose to live 
without Christ and to die without hope. The day 
of death is appointed and what is to happen after 
death is appointed. 

Again Paul turns from theology to practical appli­
cation. He would have the saints get acquainted 
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wilh Lheir leaders. God raises up shepherds for 1-lis 
flock. They watch after the sheep for Lhe benefit 
of the flock. l'hey do not do it for financial re­
ward. They do it for the love of the Shepherd and 
His flock. Paul desired that the Thessalonian Chris­
tians recognize and honor their leaders, and accept 
the guidance and instruction of those who labored 
an1ong them as God-appointed 1nen to strengthen 
their faith. 

The saints were exhorted that there ,vas to be no 
quarreling among them, no contention in regard to 
the instructions, no faultfinding or criticism of the 
leaders and leadership. They w·ere to be at peace 
with one another, loving one another, caring for one 
another and seeking the blessing of one another. 

The apostle tenderly urged the leaders to be active 
in service (v. 14,). The under-shepherds were to sho,v 
godly patience, ,vhich ·surely would be tried by the 
unruly, the feeble-minded and the ,veak. 

The instruction in the last of verse 15 is most 
timely. Tlie tendency of the human heart is to,vard 
evil treatment of others. No matter ho,v the other 
person acts, the ·Thessalonian Christians al ,vays ,vere 
to do good. Only a Spirit-filled person could carry out 
such instructions. Only one whose single desire to 
please God would endeavor to do as this verse 
says. There must be an -abandoning of self-seeking 
and self-interest in order that the Lord may be glo­
rified and outsiders blessed. 

"Rejoice evermore"! How can this be done in 
a world of sorro,v and disappointment? Broken 
hearts, broken homes and broken bodies abound 
everywhere. Death reigns, sin flourishes on every 
hand. Only the Spirit-filled man can "rejoice ever­
more." Only the Spirit-taught man will be glnd 
lo obey this injunction. Only the man who has re­
linquished the claim lo his own lif c will be able 
to carry out this commandment. 
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An cxhortalion to proy quite naturally follows ·a 
con1n1nnd Lo rejoice. It is easy Lo pray when the 
henrl is happy. Prayer becomes a joyful ministry 
when every burden is laid at Jesus' feel and every 
hope depends upon the po,�er and love of Goel. 
In verse 18 the apostle urges the saints to retain 
a thankful spirit. He told the Ephesian saints Lo 
he thankful for everything (Eph. 5:20). In every 
circumstance the Christian should be grateful. Con­
ditions might be worse than they are. The Lord 
selects the path and the program that He sees is best 
for the Christian. It is God's w·ill that the saints 
should be thank.f ul people, praying people and re­
joicing people. Of course, it can only be done in 
Christ. 

Paul was a Spirit-filled man. He recognized the 
place and person of the Spirit. He recognized the 
power of the Spirit. He knew quite well that the 
beloved saints in Thessalonica could not and would 
not live spiritual lives unless the Spirit had f iee

reign. Therefore Paul warned the Thessalonians, 
"Quench not the Spirit." 

The prophesyings mentioned in verse 20 ref er to 
the teachings of the Word and the ministry of God's 
servants. None of the messages of God are to be 
overlooked or ignored. All of God's ministrations 
are for blessing and admonition. Every ,vord of 
God is helpful and profitable. 

Speakers preach on many subjects. Christians 
should check the statements of the public minister 
according Lo the Word of God. If •a friend states that 
something is a fact in Scripture, let him prove it. 
Examine the Bible to see whether ''these things are 
so." Some conclusions will be true; others f nlse. 
Be careful in discerning between truth nnd error. 
rrhen seek to incorporate that whicJ1 is truth into 
the hcorl. Christians never will be led nslrny if 
they seek lo know God's will from God's Wonl. 
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TJ1ey never will go astray if they go by Cod's Word 
alone and not by the teachings of false prophets. 

The nchnonition Lo ''abstain from all appearance of 
evil" is greatly needed. Those who are known as 
Cod's children should not live in such a way that 
outsiders question Lheir stand. God expects His 
people to live lives that will advertise Christ. The 
l..1ord never compromised ,vith the w·orld. 

And now comes the benediction. Paul desired that 
his children, the Thessalonians, be wholly and fully 
under the blessing of God. He uses a beautiful title 
for God, '(the God of peace." There cannot be peace 
in the heart and life unless the spirit, soul and body 
are devoted to Christ. This is Paul's prayer. 

Here again is a trinity, a trinity of human life. 
Paul longed that these friends be wholly blameless 
in their spirit as it relates to God, in the soul as it 
relates to sin, and in the body as it relates to earthly 
attractions. Christ is coming and Paul ·would have 
no tears shed at that meeting. 

We would hardly expect this giant of the faith, 
Paul, lo ask for prayer, but he does, not only for 
himself but for Silvanus and Timotheus. He 
believed that these brethren at Thessalonica kne,v 
how Lo pray and could g-et ans,vers to their prayers. 
He coveted a part of their happy ministry of prayer. 

Because Paul was a giant in God's battles, the 
Devil was strongly opposed to him. Prayer ,vould 
protect him from Satan's schemes and the Devil's 
plans. Prayer wouJd enve1op him and hide him 
from the snares of the enemy. Prayer would en­
courage his heart. Prayer would bring God closer 
to him and bring him nearer to God. 

His closing charge is that this letter should be 
read Lo the entire church, so that all would hear and 
none would be ignorant of his teachings, his love 
and his prayers. I-le closes the letter with a precious 
benediction, bringing the grace of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ to their hearts. The grace of Christ is the 
grace of giving up riches for the blessing of others 
( II Cor. 8:9). The great servant of God had 
poured out his heart to them. He leaves them in 
the loving care of the Lord. 
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