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“ALLWAYS ABOUNDING.”’

‘' THEREFORE, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 135. 58).

WM. J. HOSKING,

WHo WAS *IN JOURNEYINGS OFT’ IN H1S MASTER'S BUSINESS.



IN JOURNEYINGS OFT.

“ SINNER saved by the precious Blood of God’s

dear Son.” Such were the simple words on a
memorial card from the South of France telling. of the
home-call of -one who for God had laboured long. Like
many another saint ripe for glory, W. |. Hosking entered the
pearly gates through the waters of suffering, as for nearly
two years before his departure he was confined more or less
to his bed-chamber.

William J. Hosking was born on the island of Jersey of
parents who had come from Devon. After his conversion
as a lad his first work for the Master was to carry flowers
and words of comfort to the patienis in the Jersey hospital.
He was soon, however, to be called to fuller labour for the
Lord. Leaving his home in Jersey, he was engaged by a
Mr. Fison, of Thtlford, to do colportage work in the county
of Suffolk. When he left home for Suffolk his mother pro-
vided him with food for the journey, but éx route he came
across a poor woman with a child who seemed in so much
greater need than himself that he gave her his food, and
arrived at his journey's end so pale and wornout-looking
-that Mr. Fison was very doubtful about his ability to * carry
a pack.”” William, as he came to be called by both rich
and poor, carried his pack for the Lord, and in many dark
villages sought by word of mouth and selling of Scriptures
to make known the ¢ blessings ”’ of so great salvation as he
himself had found.

In the year 1866 Mr. Hosking was married at Paragon
Road, Hackney, by Mr. Henry Heath to Mary Watson,
and soon after removed to Stowmarket. While on a visit
. to London he heard from David Wardlaw Scott about the
spiritual need of Mogador, and having for some time had a
desire to serve the Lord in the regions beyond, he soon after
left with his wife for Morocco. On their arrival at their
sphere of service cholera was found to be raging, and- much
medicine taken out for personal need was of great use in
bringing them into touch with the people. After spending
about a year in Mogador seeking to lead souls to a know-
ledge of God’s way of life, and ministering to the needs of
body as well as soul, Mr. Hosking, chiefly owing to his
wife’s ill-health, returned to England. It was not evidently
the Lord's mind that he should return to the work he had
left; but he was often cheered by being able to look back
to one old negress who had shown signs of having “ turned

6



W. J. Hosking.

to God from idols to wait for His Son from heaven.”
After a short stay with Mr. R. C. Chapman at Barnstaple,
Mr. Hosking crossed to the South of France, where for two
- or three years he sought to witness for the Lord Jesus.
There his third child ‘was born, a boy named Johnny, who
"died trusting in Jesus when eight years of age.

Mr. Hosking's next move was back to Eugland, where it
might truly be said he went *everywhere preaching the
gospel.” After a time Switzerland was visited, and there
for about eighteen months he ministered with much accept-
ance to both saint and sinner. Mrs. Hosking having for
health’s sake been compelled to settle in Nyons, in the South
of France, Mr. Hosking took several long journeys. for the
gospel’s sake, India, the Straits Settlements, and the West
Indies all being ifcluded in his parish. '

In India especially his work seemed to be greatly blessed
both to saved and unsaved. Pandita Ramabai, writing of
him on the 17th November, 1902, says: “I shall never forget
pastor Hosking. He has made a lasting impression on me,
and his godly influence will go through my life” Work
amongst the lepers and the orphans interested him very
much. He had also a warm corner in his heart for soldiers,
and both at home and abroad sought to bring them into the
ranks of his Lotd. Mr. Hosking's last long journey was to
the West Indies in the spring of 1goo. He returned in
December of that year to Nyons, where he remained until
he journeyed into the presence of the One whom he loved to
serve. At the end he suffered much, and many who visited
him in his last days speak of his wonderful patience and joy.

His heart was fixed, trusting' in the Lord. M. Gabriel
Contesse, M. Charles Contesse, and Miss Ethel Pomeroy of
Exeter all sought at different times to assist Mrs. Hosking
to soften the pillow of the sufferer. On the 14th October, .
1903, the Lord called, and as to crown a life of singular
satisfaction, the last word he uttered was * Hallelujah!”
As has already been said, his record is in heaven, but many
of us who are young in the faith may with profit consider
the path trod by ¢ne who served the Lord with gladness.
Like another well-known servant of God, Brother Hosking
could say, ¢ The world is my parish”; and in ‘ fellowship
with God ™ he sought to make the most of every chahceto
lead souls to Christ. May it please the Lord of the harvest
to thrust forth “ many such” into the harvest fields. J.A.a.
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STRUGGLES TO BE FREE.

By ALBERT MIDLAN®, Author of *“ There’s a Friend for Little Children,”
“Revive Thy Work,”” and many other favou:ite hymns.

¢ Teach me Thy way " (Psalm 27. 11).

T is a pleasure to me, after the lapse of threescore years,
quietly to review the way the Lord has led me—
‘¢ A way no more expected

. Than when His sheep passed through the deep.

By crystal walls protected. "'
It was some years after I had been found of the Lord and
had professed His Name, before the force of truth awoke my
soul to anxious enquiry concerning my individual responsi-
bility to walk according to its c]alms as revealed to us in the
Holy Word.

I was already a Sunday-school teacher, but T now found
that taking upon myself the task of teaching others, involved
the higher consideration of being taught myself. For some
time I followed on in the beaten path of popular Christianity
according to the great profession of the day I saw around
me, yet not without many misgivings as to its soundness,
conflicting as I judged ‘it did with the simple’ instruction of
the Word of God. This led me to a close study thereof,
determined as I was to make it, and it alone, the test. I
was thus in the interesting, though somewhat painful, posi-
tion of-a seeker after truth—not salvation, fot of this 1 felt
secure, and rest of soul on this point was mine.

But was my position as a Christian scripturally right ?
Bound round my heart were the interests of the denomina-
tion of which I found myself a member, having been brought
up therein, with sirong ties of family tradition to make the
tie more binding, with all its earliest associations. 1 felt it
was not so, and my first sacrifice for truth was made. “Your
prospects for life are gone,” said one. Said another, ¢ Leave
these matters for wiser heads.” But conscience is a tender
plant, and the desire to please Christ is a reality. The step
was taken.

For one who has never known a like struggle of soul
exercise it might seem a strange and uncalled-for position to
occupy, so few in these days of rush and scurry care to be
troubled about heavenly things. May I repeat the word
heavenly ? for such is Christiariity— a ‘“heavenly calling,”
constituting a * heavenly people.” May I remark here that
during the patriarchal dispensation the worshippers were on
earth, apd God, the worshipped, was in heaven. Under the
legal dlspensatlon both the worshippers aud the worshipped
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" Struggles to be Free,

were on earth, as the words are, ¢ Among . whom I dwell.”
But now, during the Church period, the worshippers and the
worshipped are alike in heaven, realising the sweet words
we often sing : .
*“ There is a spot where souls unite,

And saint meets saint in seavenly light ;

Though sundered far, by faith they meet

‘Around the %eavenly mercy-seat.” .

About the time to which I am alluding, some sixty years
ago, and, in fact, some years previously, the ordinary, placid
outtlow of religion was disturbed ;. the fountains of the deep
were broken up, and professors were awakened out of their
slumber. Light divine broke forth. The hreath of the

" Living God seemed to be once again to be breathed into

" multitudes of souls, and Christianity became not only a pro-
fession but a living power. The children of God became
alive to what previously they were dead, and dead to what
they were previously alive.

In this general upheaving my own soul was disturbed,
and I was driven more and more to iny Bible. And here,

. to my astonishment, I found spread open before me, at first
like the rising sun in a mist, but gradually unfolding into all
the brightness of noonday, the glorious conception of the
Church of the Living God. My soul was thrilled with the
wonderful revelation—this ¢ divine thought,” the Church,

_its oneness, its purity, its heavenly headship, its ultimate
destiny, and its final glory: the “ Church of God,” the
« Bride of Christ,”” the ‘“ assembly of the firstborn,” sepa-
rated. from the world unts God, “ within the vail,”” and
“outside the camp : " Jesus, the Christ, the heavenly Bride-
groom, the centre from whom all rays irradiate to its glorious
circumference, every ray purely divine! Yes, the Church,
without partigioas, without barriers, without human inter- -
ference, not a# fold,” but one great *-unity—the *flock of
Goq,” the “.Body of Christ,” God’s object of delight, the
‘“habitatiorn of God through the Spirit.”

Oh, how the human organisations claiming that heavenly
designation faded from my vision, yea; were utterly and
totally eclipsed ! Isitany wonder that before such a glorious
unfolding I asked myself,  Can it, oh, can it be true that I,
as an individual saint, am linked by the Holy Spirit to a
Divine Head in heaven, and destined for the glory to which
soon He is coming to take me? Away wentall the conven-
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Struggles to be Free,

tional forms of speech so distracting, from the bright reality
now before me. ¢ Temples,’”” * sanctuaries,” * houses of
God,” and ¢ places of worship” passed from my view as
discordant to my heavenly ideal, and as sadly marrmg the
‘barmony of the celestial scene, the ‘sanctuary” above.
But what, you ask, survived ? . Simply renewed strength
for the conflict. The incubus was gone, the enervating
influence of patristic theology was overcome. I was free!
I awoke to a deep sense of personal interest'in the Word of
God. I questioned, for the first time, the oft repeated, yet,
practically, fearfully belied saying, ‘ The Bible, the Bible
- alone, is the religion of Protestants.” Is this true? I asked
myself, as I gazed on the wild scene of religious excesses
around me. Does not every organised system of man’s wit
witness against it? No! ¢ The Bible, and the Bible alope,
- is. NoT the religion of Protestants!” But the Bible with
human additions and embellishments is. What wasI'todo?
I found entanglements on every side. Not*to"“ lag behind
one’s conscience,” or to “ go before one's'faith,” is ever a
safe reminder, and « Cease from evil,” to be followed with
“ Learn to do well,” is a divine precept. This, by divine
help, I sought to do, and this I seek to do still, after so many
years have flown. . One with every saint of God on earth,
because one with Christ in heaven, I know of no joining
beside, and I know of no bond of union but the divine un-
folding: ““ He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit.”
Christ has made us one with each other, ** baptised us unto
one body,” and linked us with Himself in glory. 7
It is deeply interesting for me thus to revive the instruc-
tive and solemn process of long-passed spiritual search and
enquiry. Those of ‘my read¢rs who have passed —and they
are many—the same ordeal will see that it more or less
reflects their own struggles for light and liberty, when shut
up to the Scriptures alone.  What enlargement of view it
gives! It may, and must, present before the soul a very
narrow path, because God’s will must be consulted before
man's ; but, within the range of His approval, nothing can
hinder the circle en]argmg and the heart exploring the
boundless region around and before us, the Name of Jesus
gilding each scene, and the glory of God the alone and ever
sought end.
To this the Spirit of God is leading. God's purpose is
to glorify His Christ. - The world, yea, the religious world,
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Struggles to be Frre,

has dishonoured Him'and cast Him out. God will make
inquisition for this treatment of His Son. His line of
demarcation is bétween a guilty world and a Christ-loving
and a Christ-honouring pedple. And this line of demarca-
tion will deepen though religiousness and compromise would
seek to obliterate it altoorether Christ is coming. Iniquity
will increase, and vital scnptural godliness will ‘e severely
tried. To *live Christ” will. be more and more difficult,
and to “receive one anothet:as Christ has received us, to
the glory of the Father,” be more overlooked and disre-
garded. Yet to ¢ play the man for Christ” will be more
and more precious in the sight of heaven, though more and
more distasteful to man. God help us so to do!

“THERE WILL THY SERVANT BE.”
(2 Samuel 15. 21).
O thou thy way,” King David said
To Ittai of old ;
A toilsome path before me lies;
A darksome day with frownmg skies,
And dangers all unfold.

Why should’st thou in this wilderness
Go to and fro with me?

Thus driven forth from Zion's gate,

No rich rewards, no honours great,
Have I to offer thee.

To yonder city now return,
E’er sounds the battle strife,
Take thou thy brethren and depart;
May truth and mercy keep thy heart
And follow thee through life.”

Then Ittai swift answer made
To the rejected king,
“Nay, nay, my lord, though free to go,
I'll stay with thee, ‘'mid shame and woe,
And all that it may bring.
In whatsoever place on earth
My lord the king shall be,
Let it be life, let it be death—
Though called to yield my latest breath—
There will thy servant be,
It
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“There Will Thy Servant Be.”

‘What care I though my lord may wear
No kingly crown to-day;
Though few his wondrous fame declare,
Full well I know ’tis his to bear"
The sceptre and the sway.

Though thousands have disowned his name,
And in their blindness gone,

From ev’ry corner of the land,

To strengthen the usurper’s hand
‘Who sits upon the throne.

Yet I am thine, King David, still,
Rejected though thou art;

Lead on, and I will follow thee,

Nor desert waste nor stormy sea
Shall keep our souls apart.”

And David knew that Ittai

And his six hundred men
Who ¢ passed before the king " would stand
*Mid battle’s shock a dauntless band,

Each with the strength of ten.

Then named the king his chosen three
As captains in the fight,

To lead the host to victory,

Till every foe would turn and flee,
All by Jehovah’s might.

And one of those whom David chose

¥ +To bear his standard high,

And crowned with honour on that field,

Was he who knew not how to yield—
The faithful Ittai.

For he with the rejected king
Had trod the toilsome way,
And now he shines forth as the sun,
The battle fought, the kingdom won,
Upon that ‘ crowning day.”

May we thus answer Him whose love
Is swest beyond compare—
Thou art the David whom we own,
Oh, make this heart Thy royal throne,
And reign unrivalled there!
12



“ There Will Thy Servant Be.”

Rejected now—without a-crown,
Yet Thou art crowned to me;
Where’er Thou art, O Christ, my Lord,
In life, or death, fulfil that word—
“«“ Theve will Thy sevvant be!" Ww. S.

PEARLS PICKED UP.

VT’ AN’S zeal in a false religion does not commend him
to God; worship must be i spivit and in truth.

Faith lays hold of ti:e future and makes it present.

The best way of keeping out the wolves is by feeding the
flock of God.

~ It is not what we know, but that which we have that we are

<commanded to ¢ hold fast till I come.”"

Are we to be mere finger-posts, or walking guides on.
the road ? '

It is not doing to get life, but having got life so do, that
it may be seen that thou art a believer.

Just as every child is born of the Spirit, so every tree is
planted by the Father. N

Shih Tan, N, Chira, J W W,

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Suxpay ScrooLls, Bisre Crassgs, aND HoMme READING,

“WILDERNESS WAYS AND CANAAN DAYS,” tracing God's
dealings with His redeemed people in their wilderness journey toward
and their entrance into the Land of Promise, as well as the leading
events until the time of the setting up of David’s kingdom in Israel.
THE PLAN is to give a continued Course of Lessons from the Old Testament,

with a Lesson for fke last Sunday or eac.. month (generally adopted as the open-
school or address day) from the New Testament, a method adapted alike toschools
having classes all the year round and schools having a mouthly free day.

Gospel Scheme, 1/6 per 100. Boys and Girls Almanac, 6d. per dozen. Now
~ready. Specitnen copies of Scheme and Almanac free 10 any teacher.

_3rd January. Read Exodus 15. 22-27. Learn Phil. 4. 19.

BEGINNING WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE.

“The new,path—New necessitiee—Opportumity far faith- Bitter make -sweet—
Gd the healer —A place of refreshment ~A forctaste of good things—The
true Elim. :

IN the same chapter. and immediately following the happy song of the
redeemed, we find the narrative of their behaviour and exhibition of
their spirit in their earliest experiences.

THE PLACE OF TRIAL. Into the wilderness, and three days
‘there, gave the people time tc consider their new surroundings and a
glimpse of the pussible tiials and difficulties of the new path. Psalm
106. 13 says, ‘* They soon forgot His works *'; the first difficulty bringing
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

out what sort of people they were, There was no water; this was a
real, sore trial. Water in our land is so plentiful that we carnot value it
rightly; butin a hot Arabian desert water is a necessity. This wasan
opportunity to seek a supply from God. .

A BITTER DISAPPOINTMENT. They found water, but it was.
bitter, awfully bitter—they could not drink it, What will the disappointed
people do ?* Will they turn to God? No, they ** murmur” against Moses.

.-THE REMEDY AT HAND. A tree was shown Moses, which when
cast into the bitter waters made them sweet. The tree of Calvary changes
the bitter sense of condemnation into the sweetness of forgiveness. It
is at Ma{ah’s bitter waters we learn more of God—here He calls Himself
the Healer. :

HAPPIER EXPERIENCES. Elim’s wells and Elim’s palms follow
Marah ; these waters were doubtless springs. Cool, fresh, living waters,
‘ springing up” (John 4. 14). See lsaiah 12. 3, ** Wells of salvation,” and
Revelation z22. 17, ** Water of Life.” Jesus said to woman in John 4:
“Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst.””

FORECAST OF HAPPIER TIMES. Those seventy palm trees,
with twelve wells of water, gave the people a foretaste of the good
land they were going to (Deut. 7. 7). * A rest within the wilderness”—
an ‘* earnest” (z Cor. 1. 22; Eph. 1. 14). The branches of the palm tree
were used during the Feast of Tabernacles. (Lev. 23.40; Neh. 7.16; John
7). In the desert they pointed to the land they were going to. In the
land they reminded them of the wilderness past for ever.

THE TRUE ELIM. Palm branches and wells of water are beauti-
fully linked in John 7. It was at the Feast of Tabernacles Jesus cried,
‘- 1f any man thirst, let him come to Me,” He saw them going out to
Siloam and drawing water -there, but they did not know the Fountain
of Living Water in their midst. He saw them bearing palm branches,
though poor slaves of sin. He knew about palm branches—true victor's.
palms (Rev. 7. g), that never wither, to be borne in the heavenly land,
where living waters ever flow. Therefore He pitied them in His love,
and longed to show them the real meaning of-these things. Palm
branches were spread in Jesus’ way on the road to Jerusalem (John 12).
Victor’s crowns (Rev. 4. 10) will be cast at His feet in heaven by no fickle
crowd. *‘ What will it be to be there ¢ ‘ .

Toth January. Read Exodus 16. 1-15, Learn John 6. 51.

BREAD FROM HEAVEN.

Mistrust leads to murmuring— God all-sufficir nt—Natural and supernatural—
The provision for all persons and for all the days,

LIM wells and palm trees must soon be left and the arid desert, with
fresh experiences and fuller knowledge of Gol and themselves, be-
gained by the redeemed and pilgrim host. There is a needs-be for trial
(t Peter 1. 6, 7), that faith may have its field of exercise and development.
This is the lesson of the wilderness (Deut. 8. 3).

THE PEOPLE'S COMPLAINT. At the first sign of need all the
past work of God for them is lost sight of, and grievous murmurs afe- -
head in the camp. Unbelief is the parent of murmuring. They were
in God's hands, they were His people; they ought to have reasoned that
if God was able and willing to save them at the Passover and the sea; He
would not, could not, allow them to die of starvation. So in Rom. 8. 32:
“ He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things.”

14



Notes on Bible Lessons.

GOD’S GRACIOUS ANSWER. ‘I will rain bread from heaven for
you.” It was God’s part to send the manna ; it was the people’s rart to
gather. Along with the gift there was a test of their obedience as well
as faith : every day they gathered, only for a day in'faith of supply next
dgyd:'on the sixth day double quantity for Sabbath use as a sign of
obedience. :

THE LESSON OF THE QUAILS. ‘ Ateventhe quailscameup;”
this is amiracle, not the creation of a new thing, as manna was, but the
bringing of a thing already in existence to the people. showing that God
can use and control all nature to supply His people’s need (see 1 Kings
17. 6, &c.) Compare with Numbers 11. 31-34, where quails again are
given, but in wrath. because manna was rejected. Experience of God’s
goodness brings heavier respousibility (Luke 12. 48)

THE LESSONS OF THE MANNA. As the quails show God using
the natural, the manna shows God above nature, creating a new thing,
so new that the people called it *“ man-hu ? " (What is it ?). This manna
is eminently typical of Christ (1 Cor. 10. 3; John 6. 32). Note (1). From
heaven ; no earth-born could meet the need. (2) The need of all met,
feeding young and old, wise and unwise alike. (3) Free toall. (4) Satis~
fies'all. (5) Found early. (6) Wonderful, and can beé used even though
we do not ““ understand’”’ (7) Comes near. (8) Is for every day. and all
the day till the wilderness experience is past. Blessed are all they who
feed on Christ, the heavenly manna.

17th January. ~ Lead Exodus 17. 1-15. Learn John 7. 37.

THE SMITTEN ROCK.

Another need and unother crv—Blind unbelief~ A strange question—A patient
1§ and gracious God—-God and man at the cross-—- Smitten for all— All-sufficient.

SLOW to learn’, slow to believe, God's people, with the daily supplv of

bread fresh from heaven, had onlv to endure fresh trial to manifest
further failure: Marah’s bitterness, wilderness hunger, and desert thirst
all bring out the same characteristics, Water, the need of it and its
supply, is our present theme. If manna was a type of Christ, no less is
water an oft-used figure of the same Person. Bread-and water are both
necessary for life, and are gifts of God.

THE PEOPLE’'S WAY WITH GOD. They “tempted the Lord,
saving, Is'the Lord among us or not ?”’ Strange this saying, with cloudy
pillar leading and manna feeding! They proceeded to ‘ chide” (strive
or contend) with Moses, so much so that he said, * They be almost ready
to stone me’’ (John 8. 59). ’

GOD'S WAY WITH THE PEOPLE. Surely He was long-suffer-
ing, and proceeds to supply their need, and in doing so presents to us a
foreshadow of a need more clamant than that of the people met in His
wondrous manner of doing.

- GOD'S MAN AND THE PEOPLE'S MEN. Representative of
God' was Moses. and representing the people were the elders: both
together proceeded to do * what God had before determined to be done’”
(Acts 4. 28). Moses had in his hand the rod, a symbol of power; a
sceptre to smite the rock —teaching us that both God and man at the
cross participated in the affliction of Jesus (Acts 2. 23). See also 1"
and “ Thou” in verse 6.

SMITTEN ONCE FQR ALL. °The rod fell on the rock—it was cleft.
A very suggestive pitture of tie Calvaty scene. * For the transgressiom
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- Notes on Bible Lessons.

of My people was He stricken” (Isa. 53. 8; John 19. 34). Compare with
Numbers 20. 1, where Moses was commanded to ¢ speak” to the rock,
but He ‘‘ smote ” it, greatly displeasing God, for the picture was marred.
Jud%)ment stroke must not fall twice. ‘ Once for all” is the word (Heb,
9. 26). .
SUFFICIENT FOR ALL. Water enough ‘““‘gushed” out of th
flinty rock to supply all the thirsty ones of that multitude, It was for
‘ whosoever will” (Rev. zz. 17), ** without money” (Isa. 55. 2). A won-
derful rock—a rock to follow them (1 Cor. 10. 4). A supply, like the
manna, all through the way. i

PLAIN TEACHING OF THE EVENT. We have thus plainly set
before us the Cross of Christ and the Christ of the Cross. *‘“No life in
you ” (John 6. 53), except ye drink of the blood of the Son of man ;" .only
by His piercing can the blood flow, and from the same Living One the
streams-of living water flow to all the believers:all the way along (John
7. 3%). So copious the supply that the word * rivers” is used.

STRONG THROUGH GOD. The rest of the les<on verses are taken
up with the fight with Amalek. Again we see that God is the only re-
source of His people, and Moses. Aaron, and Hur on the Mount with God
tremind us of our blessed Lord, who is gone into Heaven itself to make
intercession for us (Heb. 7. 25). His hands never hang down with weari-
ness or weakness; and, oh, what a wonder! These hands are pierced;
nail marks tell of His love unto death. Jesus lives, and must prevail.

24th January. Read Exodus 19. 1-16, Learn Gal. 3. 10.

THE MOUNT OF GOD.

A holv place—The messenger and the message- God’s redeemed possession—
Serve because saved —A happy people and a holy people.

H ITHERTO we have been engaged with Israel's early experiences of

trials and lessons of trust in God, we are now to notice their
arrival at the plain adjacent to Mount Sinai and the momentous events
which took place there.

THE PEACE MADE HOLY BY THE PRESENCE. Sinai's
mount, though rugged and lofty and grand in its natural solitude, was
only an ordinary place, had not God been there manifesting Himself and
His holy character. It is always the Presence that makes the place
notable.” It was so at Bethel (Gen. 28, 16); at Horeb (Exodus 3. §); it is
so now (Matt. 18. 20)—not the marble-pillared cathedral nor the stately
building, but the place of the lowly heart is the Holy of Holies (Is. 57. 15).

GOD’S MESSAGE BY MOSESTO THE PEOPLE. Moses acted as
mediator for the people and messenger to the people (Gal. 3. 19; 1 Tim.
2. 5). Neither then could they do without Moses, nor now can we, apart
trom Christ,*bear direct dealing with God (Exodus zo. 19).

RECALLING PAST EVENTS. The ground of God's claims on His
people is redemption; ‘ Ye have seen what I did for you, and what I
have done to you’—*Ye are not your own. for ye are bought with a
price; therefore” (1 Cor. 6. 19, 2Q). See also 1 Peter 1. 18,

BLESSING CONNECTED WITH OBEDIENCE. Israel was
already a redeemed and saved people, and God's people, and that for
ever ; but God’s treasures and their highest blessing were dependent on
their obedience to His word and will. "As in 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18 we read, *‘I
will be’a Father,” put conditionally; that is, the practical action and
manifestation and appreciation of the relationship will be known.
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

A GREAT NATION A GOOD NATION. ‘A kingdom of priests,
an holy nation ”’— this surely is a most desirable end, not as yet reached.
in Israel's nation, but accomplished in Christ and His people (1 Peter
2. 9); He the Obedient One being the object in view and His people in
Him (1 Peter 2. 4). .

THE PEOPLE'S MESSAGE TO GOD. *‘All that the Lord hath
sgo_ken we will do”’— how little understood they either themselves or the-
obligations they accepted; how pitiable the case of those who think
they can ‘“ do " the righteous demands of the law. How blessed to know
that igis’no *“do,” but ** done” ! Christ has done all—*‘ nothing left for
us to do.”

TWO MOUNTS CONTRASTED, See Galatian Epistle, chapter 4,
verses 24-31, and Hebrews, chapter 12, verses 18-24, where we see that it
is not now Sinai with its law and terror and bondage, but Jesus and.
liberty and peace and Sonship.

3ist January. Reai John 1. 19-34. Learn John 1. 29.
’ JESUS, LAMB OF GOD.

Many typical of One—A great Person for a great work—Perfectly accomplished
- In GGod’s purpose, on the cross, on the throne - Yesterday, to-day, and for
ever—From Eternily to Kternity,

N O more delightful and significant title does our Lord bear than this,

“The Lamb of God,” indicative of His character as well as His.
work. John describes himself as merely :‘a voice?” passing away,
accomplishing.in its own virtue nothing; but points to Jesus as both
being and doing.

MANY SHADOWS, ONE SUBSTANCE. From Genesis to Reve-
lation, all through, the choicest type of sacrifice is the Lamb. Genesis.
22, 7 question, ** Where is the Lamb?* is answered by Juhn’s testimony.
Exodus 12 Paschal Lamb is also met in ‘* Christ our Passover” (1 Cor.
5.7). All the lamb offerings of Leviticus show out the same Jesus in
much of His worth. Isaiah 53 suffering Lamb is the same; and right
away into eternity it is the Lamb that was slain on the Throne (Rev.22.3).

A WONDROUS PERSONALITY. Twice over did John point to-
Jesus as the-only object worthy of attention. Of all the crowds of great
and small that flocked to Jordan. none so worthy of observation as God’s
chosen, appoiuted, and approved Lamb, having in Himself all the quali-
ties I;equlred: Holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from siuners’’ (Heb.
7. 26).

A WONDERFUL WORK. . Ofall the deeds that could be done, this.
the greatest, most necessary, and beneficial, namely, to bear away the
sin of A WORLD. Ore sinner’s load is a great burden—a world’s sin who-
can measure? ‘‘ Caused to meet on Him ” (Isa. 53. 6) was all the terrible
iniquity of US ALL. That was what God laid on' Him, and that was
what His love made Him take up.

THE BEGINNING, CENTRE, AND END. ¢ Before the founda-
tipn of the world ” (1 Peter 1. z0; Rev. 13. 8) ordained the slain Lamb;
manifested in His life on earth and death at Calvary ¢ the Lamb of God’’;.
now in heaven on the throne (Rev. 5. 6) and in all future eternity carry-
ing through all events and ages one character and one basis of all right-
eousness, peace and joy, the Lamb of God the Centre. Happy they who-
“Behold Him ! ” now believingly (Psalm 2. 12).
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REPORTS AND SUGGESTIONS.

TEACHERS IN' COUNCIL.—LONDON —The next Quarterly
Sunday School Teachers’ Conference will be held at Beresford Chapel on
Saturday, Jan. g, commencing at 4; tea, 5.15; evening, 6.15. Mr. John
Brunton and Mr. F. E. Ash will give addresses at evening meeting...
GLASGOW —Special Meeting -of Sunday School Workers and Friends in
Hiilside Place Hall, Springburn, on Jan. 16, at 5; subject, *‘ Encourage-
ments and Discouragements in Work for God amongst Young Folks,”
introduced by Mr. Hy. Picketring, followed by others...Monthly Meeting
of Workers amongst the Young (combined Superintendents’ and Expo~
sition of Lessons meetings) on Monday,gan. 18, at 7.45, in Eglinton Hall,
11 Eglinton Street, and each third Monday of the month in same hall.
All workers heartily invited. The Saturday afternoon Exposition meet~
ings are discontinued in favour of above,

SIGNS FOLLOWING.—LINLITHGOW—MTr.. Henry M‘Callum, of
Bannockburn, had five weeks’ meetings. “The children’s meetings were
of great interest, aud.the ministry such as will not easily be forgotten
by them...REDDITCH-—During the mission conducted by Mr. Wm.
M:Farlane quite a numbeér decided for the Lord, the direct result of the

lodding labougs of those in fellowship. One pleasing feature was the
gaptism of thygle young ffien and one sister...Mr. Walter E, Willy visited
FEATHERSTONE, near Pontefract, for a fortnight. Qulte a number of
children have professed to trust in the Lord Jesus, as well as -several
adults. He also visited HARROGATE, and commences in CHELMSFORD
Jan. 3. We are glad our brother came...A number of young people
manifested an interest in salvation at meetings conducted during Dec.
by Mr. Alex. Brown in Hebron Hall, New City Road, GLASGOW.

FROM FAR AND NEAR.—ITALY—Mr. J. S. Anderson has been to
atown in Italy where two little Christian sisters, aged 10 and 12 years,
have taken the first prize im their classes. They are the only two
Protestants in the Public School. A dear little boy came to him after an
address on 1 Timothy 1-15, and said, ¢ Please, sir, would you give me a
<copy of the Bible that says ‘ This is a faithful saying’?” and repeated the
whole text. There are dear little souls that are finding out where faith-
ful teaching is...Mr. Thomas M‘Laren gave an interesting report of work
amongst the famine children of India to 6oo Sunday School children in
BARROW-IN-FURNESS Nov. 22...Almost every Sunday School in the West
of Séotland holds its ANNUAL SOIREE about this time, object lessons,
many of them as given in Boys and Girls, Scripture repetitions, distribu-
tion of prizes, tea and fruit, combining to make a happy and profitable
evening, as well as to encourage regular attendance...One of the scholars
in KILBARCHAN Sunday School has just completed a record attendance
of 15 years each Lerd's Day without a break whatever. Quite a number
have 7 years’ full attendance without a break. The Editor would be
pleased to know if any readers could furnish him with the name and
address of a scholar who has made a better record.

SUNDAY SCHOOL VISITS.—II1. GARSCUBE HALL SCHOOL, 243
Garscube Road, Glasgow. —This school, held each Lord’s Day at 4.30, 1s
in a thickly-populated district. It began in the Round Toll over sixteen
years ago. and was continued in Camperdown Hall till a year ago, when
the above large hall was taken up. There is a staff of 20 teachers and a
superintendent. Average attendance is about 160. A Bible class for
young men and young womgn, with 3o or more in it, meets from 2.30 to
3.30. The’ children maintain one of the Indian orphin boys. Among
the teachers are five brethren and two sisters who were once scholars,and
also twelve in the assembly. A meeting is held on Thursday nights
during the winter for the children,and teachers meet on second Monday
of each month for mutual counsel. They also make monthly visits in the
district from door to door to secure the attendance of non-school goers.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

My Very Own.—A heathen girl was once asked by her
teacher, “Is there anything you can call your ewn?” She
. hesitated for.a moment, and then, looking up, replied, «1
think there is.”" ‘“ What is it ?” asked the teacher, with

. surprlse “1 think,” said the girl, “that my sins are =
my own.”’
What the Enemy said. —Speakma of Pharaoh and Israel,
Dr. Parker once said :—¢ If we take God into our counsels,

we need not fear what man can do unto us. The enemy
said, ‘I will pursue; I will overtake.” But the voice from
heaven said, *No, I will cast the enemy into the mighty
waters ’.”

Smiling Christians.—At a mission hall in London a
wealthy‘lady, who was unfortunately deaf, made good use
of her riches by providing for the poor some excellent gospel
services. On-one occasion a celebrated preacher said to her,
« And what part do you take in this noble work? ¢ QOh,”

.she answered quietly, I smile them in, and I smile them
out again.” Soon after this the preacher saw the good
result of her sympathy as a crowd of working men entered
the hall looking delighted to get a smile from her. The
Bread of Life and the Water of Life cannot be recommended
to people by those who look as if that food and drink dis-
agreed with them (Phil. 4. 4).

Where are the Wicked People Buried ?~——A little boy,
going through a church-yard with his father one day, asked
this question: ¢ Father, where are all the wicked people
buried ?” Well, it does not matter much. where they are
buried. The Word of God says, ‘“The wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”
¢ And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire” Is your name in His book ?

The Way to the Pit.—A young man was once entering
a theatre. Having paid the money for a seat in that part of
it called the pit, he was proceeding thither when a person
behind him, supposing he should have gone to another part,
cried out eagerly, ¢ You're going the way to the pit!” The
pit! The words pierced his heart. He thought of another
pit to whicH he was hastening——thie pit of’ hell' and he
turned homewards ¢ trembling and astonished.” He for-
sook his sinful ways, believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
became a new. creature in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5. 17).
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Outlines of Scvipture Studies.

CONVERSION—Before and After.
The natural thought—¢ I
verily thought ” - - Acts 26.9
The heavenly vision—** 1
was not disobedient ”’ Acts26. 19
The  continuing force—
¢ Having obtained help "
Acts 26. 22 T.B.

EVERMORE.

Christ alive for evermore Rev.1.18
A Priest for evermore . Heb. 7. 28
The result of this to usis that
we may be—

" Saved forevermore Heb. 7. 25, mar.

Fed for evermore - - John 6. 34
Rejoice evermore 1 Thes. 5.16 T.B.

THINB AND MINE.

1 To you they are given -

1 Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me - - -

2 Wholly given unto Him - -

- Numb. 18. 6
John 17. 6
Numb. 3. 9

2 They shall never perish; neither shall any man pluck

them out of My hand - -
3 The Levites shall be Mine .

My name is in him - - -

VIme they shall be -
3 And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine - -
4 Thou shalt write Aaron’s name upon the rod of Levi -

- John 10. 28
-Num.3. 12, 13
-John 17. 9, 10-
Num. 17. 3.
Ex. 23. 21

4 I will write upon them Mine own new name - Rev. 3. 12, R.V. E.A.H.

CRUMBS OF COMFORT.
Fret not—Etle lovesthee John13. 1
Faint not—He holds thee Ps.139.10
Fear not—He keeps thee Ps. 121, 5

THREE DEAD THINGS OFTEN MET WITH.

Dead Sinners: - - Eph. 2. 1-5
Dead Works - - Heb. 9. 14.
Dead Faith Jas. 2. 17-26 J.E.B.

CHRIST FOR HIS OWN,

He gave Himself for their sins . -
He quickens them by His voice -
He seals them by His Spirit -

He feeds them with His flesh and blood

He cleanses them by His word -

He maintains them by His mtercessxon
He takes them individually to Himself

He watches over their ashes -
GOD FOR ME.

Gal. 1. 4
John 5. 25
Eph. 1. 13

- -John 6, 56, 57
]ohn 13. 153 Eph 5. 26-
Rom. 8. 34
Acts 7. 59-
- Tohn7 39-40 W.sn.

WISDOM IN 1st CORINTHIANS.

1 He hears me - - Psa.34. 4 | 1 Wisdom of God - 1.21, 30; 2. 7
2 He delivers me - - ., 344 | 2 Wisdomof..world 2.6; 3. 19
3 Heilluminatesme - ,, 34.5 | 3 Wisdom of the wise- - I IQ
4 Hesaves me - - » 34.6 | 4 Wisdom of words - - 17
5 He gnards me - -, 34 7! 5 Man’s wisdom - 2.4,5 13
6 He blesses me - - 5 34.% | 6 Hidden wisdom - - 2,7
7 He sustains me - - 34.9,10 [ 7 Christ Jesus . . made unto
J D.G. us wisdom - 1. 30 D. W. L.
THE PRAYER OF THE PERSECUTED ONE,
1 Pleading with ]ehovah - - - - -Psa. 35.1- 3
2 Predicting His enemies’ certain overthrow - - - w4
(For ¢ Let them be,” read *‘ They shall be )
3 Persuaded of His own dehverancq - - - - 4~ 910
(“* My soul shall e joyful,” &c.)
4 Persecuted, yet proving His love for His foes - - - y 11-16
5 Praying again for a speedy deliverance - w 17-19-
6 Pained hy their cruel insuits, He proclaims thexr pumshmeut v 20-26-

7 Praise and exultation of the righteous - - -
20
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Brief Records of Sevvants of God.

*“Wno hath also made us able ministers of the New

Testament; not of the letter, but of the Spirit: for the

letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life” (2 Cor. 3. 6).
“But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers

of God” (2 Cor. 6. 4).

PETER HYND, or Troox,

AN ABLE MINISTER OF THE WORD OF GOD.



PETER HYND, OF TROON,

ITH tragic suddenness our esteemed and beloved
brother, Mr. Peter Hynd, of Troon, has been called
to his heavenly rest. The circumstances connectéd with his
departure are invested with a peculiar and melancholy inte-
rest. He had been long a sufferer from asthma, and in
order to relieve the spasms he was in the habit of inhaling
the spray of a certain preparation, while he had also another
bottle for inward use. On the morning of Tuesday, 12th
January, 19o4, he inadvertently took the wrong bottle and
swallowed a teaspoonful of the inhalation mixture. He at
once discovered his mistake, but remarked that he did not
think it would make any difference, and then drove off to his
office. He had scarcely arrived there, however, when
alarming symptoms set in. Medical aid was at once sum-
moned, and everything possible was done for his relief, but
all was unavailing. He soon became unconscious, and died
at twenty minutes past ten o’clock the same evening. The
sad tidings spread with great rapidity. The daily papers
of the following day gave a detailed account of what had
occurred. The news was received with consternation
wherever Peter Hynd was known, and he was known far
and wide. There was a universal feeling that an able
minister of Christ had been called home while still in the
midst of his career, and that a great loss had been sustained
by the Church of God. If he had passed away “in the
ordinary course of things,” we should have said that the
machinery of earthly life had been wrought to the last point,
and that his time had come. But to die by misadventure—
by simply reaching for the wrong bottle! We could scarcely
bring our minds to realise what had taken place. His natural
force was not abated. He was in the full possession of
every faculty. His sun went down while it was yet day.
Yet our God makes no mistakes. Our brother’s time had
come! The startling event has been permitted by infinite
wisdom and infinite love. Some day we shall understand.
Meanwhile, seeing only ¢ through a glass darkly,” we can
but bow our heads and worship, saying, “ Thy way is in
the sea, and Thy path in the great waters, and Thy foot-
steps are not known.” -
Mr. Hynd was converted to God when quite a young
man, and had been identified for more than thirty years
with saints gathering simply in the Name of the Lord. It
was soon manifest that he was gifted in a very special way

22



Peter Hynd, of Troon.

for preaching the Word, both to saint and sinner. His
special line, however, was ministry towards the children of
" God. He proved a tower of strength to Troon Assembly,
with which he was associated dlmost from its formation.
But although located at that particular spot, his energies
sought a larger field. His outstanding gift was soon recog-
nised by the neighbouring assemblies. It was ¢ the day of
small things” in Ayrshire then (the early seventies) so far
as ¢ Separation Truth” was concerned. Nevertheless,
what is known as the ¢ Brethren Movement” was soon to
take a deeper hold upon the hearts of God’s people. Small
and struggling Assemblies were to be revived and strength-
ened, while new meetings were to spring up in unexpected
quarters. In this revival of Truth our brother Hynd did
yeoman service for Christ. He was constantly being called
upon to address meetings and conferences, to open up the
Scriptures bearing upon Church Truth, and to help in the
various, difficulties connected with Assembly life. In such
work he never spared himself. He was ever ready to spend
and be spent for the Master’s sake. It was his delight to
help the people of God, no matter what sacrifices might be
involved. Calls soon came upon him from places outside
the shire. He was in great demand for special gatherings
in Glasgow, where he was most intiinately known, and
where he will be greatly missed. He also ministered the
Word in a large number of English and Irish centres on
special occasions ; and it was only the question of distance
that prevented him undertaking a great deal more work in
the same line. In his own shire of Ayr he carried on a con-
stant service in one place or another. It might be a series of
Thursday night addresses to believers, or a tea meeting here,
or a difficulty to be considered yonder. But between one
kind of meeting and another his'hands seemed to be always
full. The physical strain must have been great, and great
too must have been the strain of preparing for all these
meetings, for, whatever responsibility he undertook, it was
clear that he put his best work into it. He did not offer to
the Lord that which cost him nothing. Every address bore
the marks of careful preparation and searching of Scripture.

He overtook an enormous amount of work in his time.
Many of his Saturdays were filled up with Conferences. If
any of these gatherings were within reach, he was sure to
get an invitation. Indeed, he was the best-known figure on
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Peter Hynd, of Troon.

Conference platforms in Ayrshire. But, besides addressing
such meetings, he had frequently to organise them by secur-
ing speakers and seeing the arrangements duly carried out.
The New-year’s-day meeting of believers at Kilmarnock was
practically in his hands. This is the largest Christian Con-
ference held in the shire, and is considered one of very great
importance. Mr. Hynd attended to all the higher arrange-
ments, and took the leading part for many years. He was
in his usual place on the first of January, being surrounded
on the platform by the various speakers and other leading
men in the work. The platform was fully occupied, and the
large hall was crowded to its utmost capacity. It was a
solemn and helpful season. Hundreds on that occason saw
Mr. Hynd for the last time, although they knew it not!

Mr. Hynd had a quiet style of ministry; but as he had
always * something to say,” he commanded attention. His
“ matter ” was always interesting, and it was always given
out in an orderly way that unfolded itself much in the same
way as a panorama passes before the eye. He proceeded
on the principle of ¢ line upon line, precept upon precept.”
A wonderful amount of instruction was conveyed, even in a
singie address. His subjects took a wide range, according
to the known need of the place he was visiting, or the burden
of some particular line of truth upon his own spirit.

Our departed brother, besides being a well-furnished
minister of the Word, was an attractive personality. He
was a genial, accessible, sympathetic spirit—a man of
kindly heart, wide sympathies, and great toleration for
those with whom he might differ on doctrinal points. Many
came to consult him in their difficulties. He would listen
with wonderful patience, his gigantic and well-balanced
mind taking in the whole situation. 'When he did speak he
spoke with decision and faithfulness. He had no “axe to
grind,” and as likely as not he ‘ delivered his soul” to the
man or men who had sought his counsel. He could differ
with you on points of doctrine without differing with you in
spirit. In argument he never became personal, and even
when handled roughly by ¢ the other side ”” he never, so far
as we remember, paid them back in their own coin. He was
not a fighting man, yet he possessed a quiet, fearless courage,
and when occasion demanded he could contend earnestly for the
faith once delivered to the saints. 'When a number of years
ago an attempt was made to divide the assemblies by form-
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ing a new ecclesiastical system, he stood boldly on the plat-
forms of more than one shire to contend for the truth, and
was instrumental in a goodly degree in delivering the saints
at that time. In his later years he stood firm for the great
principle that every saint is ¢ one of us,” and that we recog-
nise a believer, not because he belongs to a particular
assembly or a particular confederacy, but because he belongs
to Christ. While he continued steadfastly in the apostles’"
doctrine concerning baptism and the breaking of bread, he
held that practical godliness’ must ever be the outcome of
separation to God.

Space fails us to dwell on the funeral, which took place at
Troon on Saturday, 16th January. It was one of the most
impressive scenes we have witnessed. The preliminary
service was taken by Mr. Robert Duncan, of Glasgow, who
made a few touching and sympathetic remarks, followed by
prayer. Then came the march to the cemetery, more than
a mile off. There seemed to be no end of believers, friends,
and acquaintances. They had come from every corner of
the surrounding country, many from distant spots. It is
calculated that some 700 people would be in the procession,
although some estimates put it at a higher figure. At the
grave we sang that hymn, ¢ Sleep on, beloved, sleep,” and
our prayers 'were led by Mr. J. R. Caldwell, Glasgow, and
Mr. Gray and Provost Logan, Troon, with the latter of
whom the deceased was associated in business. Then we
had that hymn, ¢ Only remembered by what we have done.”
The whole service was simple, beautiful, and impressive.
Those present embraced leading brethren and rank-and-file
believers from far and near, diverging ecclesiastical views
being all sunk in the presence of a great sorrow. Such an
assembly gave eloquent testimony to the ssteem in which
our brother was held. When we viewed the many brethren
of ripened Christian experience and long service who stood
at that grave, we thought of the passage which says, * And
all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left.”
Yes, that company with bowed heads and sorrowing hearts,
called together by the mere intimation of a public funeral,
was a wonderful parting tribute to the memory of Peter
Hynd. Let us trust our God that He will supply all the
need of His people, and let our deepest sympathy go forth
to the sorrowing relatives whose hearts have been crushed
by this terrible blow. w.s.
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- COMMUNION.

MAN that lives near Calvary will have a tender heart,

and will help others to the same. Moses—who had

a broken heart because of Israel's departure—and Elias,
they talked about the Cross. Keeping near the Cross keeps
us contrite. ¢ A little gift,” hold it in communion, and take
it to Jesus and He will give you more, and you will have
more at the end of service than at the beginning. How is

it that we have so little power ? It is a lack of communion.
W. Sn.

THE WILL: OF GOD.

O do the will of God in all things is the highest attain-
ment of any being in the universe. An archangel
can do nothing more, and a man can do as much. A king
can do nothing nobler or greater, and his poorest subject as
‘well. To be able to say, “I have done the will of God
from the heart,” when life’s burdens are laid down, will be
the deepest source of comfort, and will express the highest
distinction within the reach of man. It becomes a matter
of deepest concern to know how God’s will may be certainly
known. The late GeorcE MuLLER had six rules to which
he rigidly adhered in this matter. They are as follows:

1. I seek at the beginning to get my heart into such a
state that it has no will of its own in regard to a given mat-
ter. Nine-tenths of the trouble with people is just here.
Nine-tenths of the difficulties are overcome when our hearts
are ready to do the Lord’s will, whatever it may be. When
one is truly in this state it is usually but a little way to the
knowledge of what His will is.

2. Having done this, I do not leave the result to feeling
or simple impression. If I do so, I make myself liable to
great delusions.

3. I seek the will of the Spirit of God through, or in con-
nection with, the Word of God. The Spirit and the Word
must be combined. If I look to the Spirit alone without the
Word, I lay myself open to great delusions also. If the
Holy Ghost guides us at all, He will do it according to the
Scriptures and never contrary to them.

4. Next I take into account providential circumstances.
These often plainly indicate God’s will in connection with
His Word and Spirit.

5. I ask God in prayer to reveal His will to me aright.

. 6. Thus, through prayer to God, the study of the Word,
and reflection, I come to a deliberate judgment according to
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The Will of God.

the best of my ability and knowledge, and if my mind is
thus at peace, and continues so after two or threeImore -
petitions, I proceed accordingly. In trivial matters, and in
transactions involving most 1mportant issues, I have found
this method always effective.”

“*HE CHOSE THIS PATH FOR THEE.”
Hz chose this path for thee—
No feeble chance, nor hard, relentless fate;
But love—His love hath placed thy footsteps here;
He knew the way was rough and desolate;
Knew how thy heart would often sink with fear,
Yet tenderly He whispered, ¢ Child, I see
This path is best for thee.”
He chose this path for thee—
Though well He knew sharp thorns would tear thy feet
Knew how the brambles would obstruct the way,
Knew all the hidden dangers thou would’st meet,
Knew how thy faith would falter day by day,
And still the whisper echoed, “ Yes, I see
This path is best for thee.”
He chose this path for thee,
And well He knew that thou must tread alone
In gloomy vales, and ford each flowing stream ;
Knew how thy bleeding heart would sobbing moan,
“ Dear Lord, to wake and find it all a dream.”
Love scanned it all, yet still could say, “1 see
This path is best for thee.”
He chose this path for thee—
E’en while He knew the fearful midnight gloom
Thy timid, shrinking soul must travel through;
How towering rocks would oft before thee loom,
And phantoms grim would meet thy frightened view;
Still comes the whisper, ¢ My beloved, I see
This path is best for thee.”
He chose this path for thee.
What need’st thou more! This sweeter truth to know!
That all along these strange bewildering ways,
O’er rocky steeps, and where dark rivers flow,
His loving arms will bear thee ¢“all the days.”
A few steps more and thou thyself shalt see
This path is best for thee.
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CONVERSION TO GOD.

HE conversion of the human soul to God is the most
awfully solemn thing that can happen in this world
—awful in its necessity, awful in its execution, awful in its
responsibility. Such is its necessity, that without it no soul
of man will ever see the face of God ; such is its execution,
that none save the Spirit of God can accomplish it ; such is
its responsibility, that every converted person will have to
account to God for the use they have made of it. Conversion
not only changes the whole aspect of heart and life, but also
greatly affects the whole face of Nature. All things seem
changed,because we ourselves are changed.

‘“ Heaven above is softer blue,
Earth around is sweeter green ;
Something lives in every hue,
Christless ewes have never seen.
Birds with gladder songs o’erflow,
Flowers with deeper beauties shine,
Since I know, as #ow I know,
I am His and He is mine."”

How[truthfully is the experience of the converted soul
mirrored in the above werds, and even when we walk abroad
at night the}milky way overhead seems to connect earth
with heaven, and the innumerable stars are like angel eyes
peering at us through a thick, dark vail. Past life looks
like a long, dark night which has been disturbed by hideous
dream or horrible nightmare. Thank God, the hideous and
awfully real nightmare of sin is ended, and the soul has
awakened to find in the day-dawn of God’s favour full for-
giveness for the sins of the night, and now braces itself up
for a walk in light even as God is light.

Conversion means leaving many things undone that we
once did, and the doing of many things which once were
left undone. Conversion means the putting off the works
of darkness, and putting on the armour of light. Conversion
makes parents better parents and children better children,
masters better masters, and servants better servants. Con-
version also implies an interest and desire for the conversion
of others. The admission of. my need of conversion is a con-
fession to the incorrigible corruptness of all human nature,
while the fact of my conversion contains the assurance that
others may also be converted. Conversion is truly an awful
thing—awful alike in necessity, in execution, and in respon-
sibility. T. B.
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SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.
For Sunpay ScHooLs, BiBLE CLaAssEs, AND HOME READING.

“WILDERNESS WAYS AND CANAAN DAYS,” tracing God’s
dealings with His redeemed people in their wilderness journey toward
and their entrance into the Land of Promise, as well ‘as the leading
events until the time of the setting up of David’s kingdom in Israel,
THE PLAN is to give a continued Course of Lessons from the Old Testameut,

with a Lesson for 2ke last Sunday of each montk (generally adopted as the open-
school or address day) from the New Testament,amethod adapted alike toschools
having classes all the year round and schools having a monthly free day.

Gospel Scheme, 1/6 per 100. Boys and Girls Almanac, 6d. per dozen, Now
tready. Specimen copies of Scheme and Almanac free to any teacher,

7th February. Read Exodus 32, 15-28. Learn James 2. 10.

THE BROKEN LAW.

Short-lived obedience—‘*Out of sight out of mind’’—A leader led—Loving
though not loved—Faithful to God—True to his people—Restoring grace,

IN our last Old Testament lesson we saw the redeemed people of God

assembled at Mount Sinai to hear the voice of God and receive His
oracles. There all God’s commands they promised to do and be
‘‘obedient” (Exod. 24. 9), and Moses was called up to the Mount to
rece;'lve the law and see the ¢ pattern’ of the things to be reproduced on
-earth.

THE ABSENT LEADER RENOUNCED. About forty days had
elapsed, and the patience of the people was exhausted. ‘This Moses,
the man that brought us up . . . we wot not what is become of
him.” He had gone up to appear in the presence of God for them. At
that time he was acting for them, but they did not understand, and set
him and God aside, saying, ‘* Make us gods which shall go before us.”

AARON’'S GREAT WEAKNESS. Instead of decided action and
bold stand for God, the man left in trust (Exodus 24. 14) yielded to the
popular clamour, and directed the movement. The golden spoil of
Egypt (Exodus 12. 35, 36) is requisitioned and a golden calf is made, an
altar is set up and a feast proclaimed. This the dreadful scene in the
camp, while on the Mount God was ordering a way by which He could
dwell among them. '

MOSES, TRUE AND TENDER. While on the Mount Moses
learned from God Himself how the people had sinned, and God offered
to make Moses head of a new and greater people. This tempting offer
Moses rejected, pleading chiefly that God’s glory in the eyes of the
nations was at stake. ‘These pleadings prevailed and Moses hastened to
the people, where his ears heard and his eyes saw their great sin and folly

DECIDED AND EFFECTIVE ACTION FOR GOD. Moses
dashed to pieces the new-made tables of stone with God’s own hand-,
writing on them, symbol of the character and effect of sin in every case
destroying and marring God’s handiwork. ‘Then grinding the golden
<alf to powder, Moses caused the people to drink the water into which it
- was cast (Deut. g. 2r; 2 Kings 23. 6-12). 'Then sternly rebuking Aaron
for his part in the sin, Moses called for individual act by calling on the
people to show who was *“ on the Lord’s side,” the sword cutting deep in
Judgment on the opposers. This question ever needs asking and
answering. .

FAITHFUL INTERCESSION FOR THE PEOPLE. The sin
having been judged in the camp, Moses can turn to God and speak of
atonement. ‘“This people have sinned a great sin . . . forgive . . . if

29



Notes on Bible Lessons.

not, blot me out of Thy book.” Wonderful union with a sinning, ruined
people, we see here a man taking upon himself all the sorrow and shame of
the sinner, willing to bear their load. Even at Sinai does Calvary appear.

RESTORATION AND RENEWAL. The next two chapters of
Exodus show God’s restoring grace in pitching the Tent of Meeting out-
side the camp, promising His presence all the way, in renewing the
covenant, and in communing with Moses during forty days, so that his
face shone with God’s glory,

14th February. Read Exodus 40. 1-16, Learn Exodus 25. 8.

THE TABERNACLE SET UP.

God in a tent—The true pattern—A hearty and plentiful offering—The building
and its utensils-—Anointed appointed—Only tor a 1ime,
OD’S desire to dwell in the midst of His people is the reason for the
making of the Tabernacle in the wilderness. A tent for God, to be
amongst the tents of His people—a picture of matchless grace and beauty.
Time and space will only allow the barest description and briefest
explanation.

THE PATTERN WAS ALL OF GOD. The purpose, the plan, and
the pattern were not invented by man; human notions had no place
(Exodus z5. 9, 40). It was so then, it should be so now ; the right way is
in the Book—it is the true pattern.

PROVIDED BY THE PEOPLE. Voluntary gifts of the redeemed,
dedicated to God, used in Hjs service, were the materials used (Exodus
35. 21, 29; 36. 5-7). ‘The people gave until they had to be restrained.
- T'iere should be no need for constraint to provide all that is needed for
God’s work, except the constraint of love (2 Cor. 5. 14).

THE TABERNACLE BUILDING. Full particulars are furnished.
It consisted of two apartments—the inner, the holy of holies; the outer,
the holy place. Into the outerthe priest wentevery day in God’s service;
into the inner the high priest went only ouce a year, on the day of atone-
ment, bearing the blood of the sacrifice. The coverings of skin, the
boards, sockets, and the door and veil all speak of Christ in the various
excellencies of His Person and work.

THE VESSELS OF THE TABERNACLE, It is only possible to
give a list here. There was (1) THE ARK, called the Ark of Testimony;
in it the tables of the law, on it the sprinkled blood, and above it the
shekinah glory between the cherubim ; (2) THE TABLE, having on it
the bread, twelve loaves, representing the twelve tribes; this bread was
eaten by the priests after it was accepted before God; (3) THE CANDLE-
STICK, made of gold, giving light from its seven lamps; (4) THE ALTAR
OF INCENSE, overlaid with gold, from which the fragrant cloud arose
before God; (5) THE ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERING, on which the
sacrifice all for God was laid and consumed; (6) THE LAVER, at which
the priests washed hands and feet before they entered on their work.
All these again speak of Christ and His people in their relationship to
and appearance before God. .

THE ANOINTED BUILDING AND VESSELS. Everything was
anointed with the holy oil (Exodus zo. 23-25), and thus consecrated to
the service of God alone, as now the anointing of the Holy Spirit makes
all fit for God (1 Cor. 6. 19, 20).

THE ANQOINTED PRIESTHOOD. Aaron and his sons are washed,
clothed, anointed, and sanctified for the service. Thus qualified and
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fitted, the priests carried on the service of God oun behalf of the people of
God, and God and man could meet in perfect peace.

THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SHADOWS. These were but types
and pictures provided until the fulhess of the times when God’s Son
appeared and became tabernacle, sacrifice, and priest all in one.

21st February. Read Num. 16, 1-11; 28-33, Learn Job 36. 18.

THREE REBELS JUDGED.

Truth falsely applied—Falsehood and bold unbelie f— God the Arbiter and Judge
—Escape ma“e possible—Swift justice—Slow learners. -

OSES, God’s servant, had been in so many ways, and so plainly
shown to be, God’s servant, that to oppose or resist him was to
oppose or resist God (Rom. 13. 2). Xorah, Dathan, and Abiram became
leaders of a movement having for its object the overthrow of the authority
of God’s leader and the establishment of something else.

A BLESSED TRUTH GREATLY PERVERTED. Korah,Dathan,
and Abiram, with their abettors, said to Moses and Aaron, ** Ye take too
niuch on you;” ‘‘All are holy,” which was true (Exod. 19. 6), but among
that holy people God kept the government in His own hand. In
1 Cor. 12. 7, all receive the Spirit, but in verse 4 it is diverse gifts; asin
Matt. 25. 15, various degrees of talents, and in Luke 19 it is one pound
each, all alike. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram should have known how
dangerous it was to interfere with Moses, for chapter 12 tells how Miriam
suffered for this same thing. Moses wisely and meekly referred the
matter to the Lord (verses 5-7), as our Lord Jesus also did (1 Peter 3. 23).

A FEARFUL UNTRUTH BOLDLY SPOKEN. “Thou hast
brought us up out of a land that loweth with milkand honey.” Strange
descrigtion of Egypt—what about brick-kilns, taskmasters, slavery,
death? Satan’s lies are very bold and shameless (John 8, 44). ‘‘Thou
hast not,” an accusation of fraud, and a bold insinuation that there was
nothing in the promises of God. Seethe comment on such in Jude 11. 12.

THE GREAT COURT OF APPEAL. Moses called the murmurers
** before the T,ord 7’ ; there the three leaders and their two hundred and
fifty adherents were called; it is not Moses and these, but these and
the Lord (Rom. 12, 19). -

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE NOT THE VOICE OF GOD.
¢ Korah gathered all the congregation againstthem.” So speedily spread
the leaven that a vast company followed in the rebellion. Not all
equally guilty, but all guilty in measure (Jude 22).

IMPENDING JUDGMENT AND URGENT INTERCESSION.
God said to Moses and Aaron, “ Separate yourselves from among this
congregation, that I may consume them in a moment”; separation of
the godly from among the ungodly precedes the stroke of justice (Gen.
1g. 22; 2 Thess. 2. 7). The sinned against pleaded most earnestly for
discriminating mercy.

A GRACIOUS OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED. He who has pled
for the people now pleads with them to leave their seducers and save
themselves from sharing their fate (Acts 2. 40). Thus we see Moses
pleading with God for, as well as pleading with the very people gathered
against himself—in this a type of the Lord Jesus (Isa. 53. 12; 2 Cor. 5. 20).

SALVATION AND JUDGMENT. The people who took the advice
of Moses left the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and thus passed
out of judgment. Notice that Korah was the religious leader, and with
other 250 was at the door of the tabernacle; Dathan and Abiram were
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brothers of Reuben’s tribe—they were at their own tent doors. Thus
they stood when judgment fell, first on the company at the tents (the
earth swallowing them complete), and fire from the Lord consumed the
250 with Korah (Heb. 12. 29).

THE LESSON NOT PERFECTLY LEARNED. Notwithstand.
ing all this, the heart of the é)eople was not reached; next day we find
them saying, ““ Ye have killed the Lord’s people,” and further judgment
is necessary to vindicate God’s own right to rule in His own way. This
lesson is fraught with deep interest, especially to those born of God, and
liable to be tempted by the old snare of the devil. For the unsaved
scholars the lesson to be impressed is that until they bow the knee to
Jesus they are rebels and enewmies (Rom, 5. 10), and God’s wrath abides
((’ﬁ the unt))eliever (John 3. 36). Simple believing is simple submission

om. 1. 5).

28th February. Read Matt, 21. 33-45. Learn Psalm 4o0. 2.

JESUS, THE REJECTED STONE.

Among the critics—A true history—Privileges possessed and abused—God’s
rights refused—Servants ill-used—Iast and greatest offence—Utter destruc-
tion—God over all—The rejected One exalted—A marvellous sight—Broken
or crushed, which ?

BOUT the middle of His last week, and but tliree days before His
crucifixion, our Lord is found in Jerusalem, in the temple, sur-
rounded by the chief priests and elders, who questioned His authority
and teaching. To them Jesus spoke convicting words about themselves,
and predicting words about Himself. Among other things, He told the
parable of the wicked husbandmen, out of which our present theme
springs.

A PLACE PREPARED FOR A PURPOSE. A suitable piece, of
ground selected and acquired; the same enclosed, and prepared, and
provided with protection. This is a rapid word outline history of the
nation (Psalm 8o. 8; Isaiah 5. 1-7, &c.). Can be applied to persons now.

PERSONS PRIVILEGED IN POSSESSION. This vineyard was
let to husbandmen, whose duty it was to cultivate and render the produce
to the owner. God is Sovereign Lord of Creation ; for His glory all things
are and were (Rev. 4. 11; Col. 1. 16). Man has failed to render fruit to
God, and has rebelled against Him, and abused all who ever sought for
God the place and portion that were His by right.

THE CROWNING ACT OF REBELLION. The lord of the vine-
yard last of all sent his son, the heir of all (Heb. 1. 2). Him they cast
out and slew; dreadful guilt, blind infatuation, awfully deceived men
who acted thus—a defrauded lord, abused servants, a murdered son;
sin heaped upon sin.

- DIRE JUDGMENT ON DREADFUL SIN. “He will miserably
destroy” those wicked men. At the destruction of Jerusalem, a few years
after the crucifixion, how great the slaughter of those very people! How
completely their place among nations has been taken from the Jews;
that very inheritance which they sought to preserve through the death
of Jesus (John 11. 48).

MAN’S DOINGS VERSUS THE LORD’S DOING. The plans of
men and their purposes cannot be allowed to oppose or overturn God’s
decree (Psa. 2). = All God’s building must be on God’s foundation (1 Cor.
3. 11), and all on the living Stone of His choosing (1 Peter 2.6). God
has raised that rejected One, and made Him “‘ chief Corner-stoie” of all
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His glorious works (Eph. 2. 20-23). This is the Lord’s doing, the most
marvellous of events. Blessed are they who have eyes to see and hearts
to bow to God’s decree.

THE STONE WHICH BREAKS — THE STONE WHICH
CRUSHES. To fall on that Stone is to be broken in self and in heart,
but God can heal such ; for that Stone to fall on a sinner is utter destruc-
tion—it shall ¢ grind to powder” (Dan. 2. 34).

6th March. Read Num., 10, 11-13, 29-36. Learr Num. 1o0. 29.

GOING ON TO CANAAN.

Setting the people in order —Time to go forward—God going on before—Each in
their place—The stranger welcomed—~ A share promised in the work and the
reward—Something in prospect—A sure promise.

FOR nearly a whole year had God’s redeemed people tarried in the

plain around Sinai, this lengthy stay being necessary to organise
and set the fpeople in order and receive the laws, ritual, priesthood, and
tabernacle from God. We now see them making a fresh start in the
march on to the promised land.

THE GUIDING CLOUD. On the twentieth day of the second
month of the second year the cloud which hitherto had rested over the
tabernacle was seen to move onward ; this was the signal for the whole
‘cam(? to go forward, and the silver trumpets would sound out the for-
ward sound (Numbers ro. 1-r0). Nearer home every step, guided by the
Presence all the way.

THE ORDERLINESS OF THE MARCH. Verses 11 to 28 of this
chapter show that God’s people was no mob, but an army, each tribe in
its proper place, with God’s ark in the centre. ‘‘ God is not the author
of confusion” (1 Cor. 14. 33) and the divine leading, if followed, is one of
perfect order (1 Cor. 14. 40).

AN INVITATION -AND A PROMISE. Hobab the Kenite was
related to Moses by his marriage with Zipporah (Exodus 2. 21); but
though not of Israel, Hobab might, by association with God’s people,
_share their blessings. * Come thou with us,” Moses said, * we will do
thee good”—the like invitation can be extended to all by all who are in
fellowship with God and following God’s guidance.

FAITH'S QUTLOOK. “We are journeying unto the place of which
the Lord said, I will give it you”; that is the language of a believer,
one who could lay hold of the unseen and possess it in the power of
simple faith (2 Cor. 5, 1). ‘ For the Lord hath spoken good concerning
Israel”; sure the spoken word (Rom. 4. 21). What He promises He is
able to perform. '

CONSTRAINING THE UNWILLING. Hobab at first declined,
saying, “I will not go’; probably love of his old associates or his free
life in the desert attracted the man; but Moses pressed him and said,
“TLeave us not, I pray thee.” This persistence is worthy of imitation by
Christian workers, Further, said Moses, ‘ You will be eyes to us; 1f
your own good will not influence you to come, perhaps to help us you
will come.” Probably Moses succeeded (see Judges 1. 16).

POINTING THE WAY AND PROVIDING REST. Every step
of the way the cloud led and the rest of God was the rest of His people
(Deut. 1. 33). 7Thus onward they went, making progress toward the

romised land, type of the greater rest provided for the people of God
Heb. 4. ), who had been redeemed to God by the Blood of the Lamb,
Only these are marching on to glory, guided, protected, and blessed by
the God who has redeemed. :
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REPORTS AND SUGGESTIONS.

COUNCIL MEETINGS.—GLASGOW aud District Monthly Meeting
+ for Workers Amongst the Young in Eglinton Hall, Monday, February 15,
at 7.45. Subjects: ‘“ Exposition of The Pathway Lessons for March’ and
* Conversations on Bible Class Work,” the latter opened by Mr. James
‘Wilson, Partick...Special Conference for Young Men and Young Women
in Waterloo Hall, KILMARNOCK, Saturday, February zo, from 3.30 to 7.45.
Subject: ‘‘ Types of Character in the Scriptures,” to be taken up by
Messrs. Alex. Stewart, Wm. Shaw, Alex. Marshall, and Hy. Pickering...
Sunday-school workers and others interested in the spread of the Gospel
amongst the young meet in Kensington Hall, Girlington, BRADFORD,
March 3, at 3.30, when Mr. Hy. Pickering, editor of Boys and Girls, opens
the subject of ** The Trials and Triumphs of the Sunday-school Teacher.”
The Quarterly Conference of Sunday-school Teachers was held at Beres-
ford Chapel, LONDON, on Saturday, January 9; a very good number
were present. Mr. J. Brunton and Mr. F. E. Ash were the speakers at
the evening meeting. The next Conference will be held at Falcon Grove
Hall, BATTERSEA..." Encouragements and Discouragements in Work for
God amongst the Young Folks” formed the subject of a very profitable
Conference of teachers and friends in SPRINGBURN, Glasgow, Jan. 16.
Messrs. Hy. Pickering, W. Renfrew, T. M. Stewart, T. Renfrew, J.
M‘Gregor, and others taking part....Teachers’ Conference in Arthur’s
Hill Hall, NEWCASTLE, January 2, was well attended. Helpful and
encouraging words were spoken...Teachers’ Conference in Green Lane
Hall, Small Heath, BIRMINGHAM, Saturday, January 16. Mr. Radley
opened the subject. Friendly and helpful remarks followed.)

SIGNS FOLLOWING. —Mr. Geo. Goodman had a successful
“Mission” in Princes Hall, BUCKHURST HILIL, Essex, for young
people from Jan. 4-10. Several have been brought from derkness to
light. Mr. Montague Goodman also had meetings for children at 6.30
each evening...Five girls and three boys from the Sunday School in
Arthur’s Hill Hall, NEWCASTLE, were baptised recently...The first
Lord’s Day in the year the Lord came into the Sunday School at CON-
SETT and “ it was a grand sight to see so many of the children and the
older scholars weeping their way to Calvary ’...Mr. John M‘Gaw had good
meetings in METHIL, Fife; conversions amongst believers’ children.
Also glad to see the fruit of tent work going on with God...Mr. John Bruce
had six weeks’ meetings in PITSLIGO, the young coming out, especially
the girls; a number professed to be saved...Twelve or more are following
on as the result of special meetings for children in KILBARCHAN,

FROM FAR AND NEAR.—About 200 boys and girls assembled for
Annual Meeting at NESS, Stornoway, their sweet Gaelic hymns being a
happy feature of the meeting; the work is prospering...Mr. Albert
Midlane, author of “There’s a Friend for Little Children,” recently
addressed a meeting at EAST COWES, Isle of Wight, where about 16
have been converted of late, and a school of about g0 children has been
gathered. Itis a joy to see such veterans interested in young folks and
young converts...Mr. H. J. Pomeroy, PORT-GUEYDON, North Africa, has
over 40 Kabyle boys attending his classes regularly ; a number of girls
also attend his wife’s class...Mr. Wm. Whyte reports Sunday School
work very encouraging at JOHNSTONE FALLS, Central-Africa, large
attendance and good progress being made.

AFTER SEVENTEEN YEARS.—The second number of the r7th
year of Boys and Giris Illustrated Gospel Magazine for Young Folks con-
tains: ‘“The Dead Mother and Bundle Child,” by HyP.; “ How God
Saved an Invalid” (with photo); ‘ How they Escaped,” by W. Shaw;
‘ An Unsettled Life Finds Rest,” by M. Gordon, H.IL.I1.; ‘“The Man
and the Life Buoy,” by Walter E. Willy. Monthly, $d. Specimens free.
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Outlines of Scriptuve Studies.

‘THE BACKSLIDER'S LO3S, AS IN ISRAEL. A SIMPLE TYPE.

God ProvisioNn  Jer. 2. 13 | ALL.in danger )
fOraaken{GUle - - w17 | REFUGE provided ; Genesis 9. 6, 7
as their { Lorb AND MasTER 19 | KEPT safely § w.J.

SEVEN FORMS OF BEARING.
1 Witness-bearing— Ye are My winesses - - Acts 1. 8
2 Fruit-bearing—Every branch in Me that beareth frult - John1js. 2
3 Crosg-bearing—Bear His Cross - - - - - Luke 14. 27
4 Burden-hearing —Bear one another’s burdens - - - Gal. 6. 2
5 Forbearing—Furhianng one another in love - - - Eph. 4. 2
6 Glory-bearing— lle ~hall bear the glory - - - - Zech.6. 13
7 Tale-bearing—A wicked, detestable practice - - Prov. 18. 8 T.B.

FIVE WONDERS IN ACTS 2, SINS PURGED.

1 United discipl s - - verse 14 | I Where purged? At thealtar Isa.6.7

Contrast the disunited, Lu. 9. 46 | 2 Who purged? Himself Heb. 1. 3
2 Uplifted Christ ver-e~22,23,24 | 3 How purged? By the Blood of

3 Unparalleled b e-sing - verse 41 Christ - - Heb. 9. 14
Same mind, ver. »; same 1esus, | 4 When purged ? Before Christ sat
ver. 36; same day, v r. 4L down - - Heb. 10. 12

4 Unwavering st dfastuess ver. 42 | § Who are purged? Whosoever be-

5 Unequalled o1 dness ver. 46 HyP. lieveth - Acts 10.43 J. M. H.

**MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT.”

Are you Weak ? * es s can Strengthen you- - - - Isa. g40. 29

Are you Los: ?—]ewn~ can Save you - - - - - Matt. 18. 11

Are you Sick ? —Jesn can Heal you - - - - - Jas. 5. 14-16

Are you P or ?  le us can Enrich you - - - - Rev.3.18

Are you Fimel ? ] -u- can lelp you - - - - - Rev.3. 18

Are you Fearrul ? —Jesus can Re-assure you - - - Mark 5. 36

Are you Wears ?——Jc-us can Rest you - - - - - Matt. 11. 28

Are yiu Nak d? —Jesus can Clothe you - - - - Rev.3.18

Areyo O roress o ?—Jesus can Deliver you - - - Acs 10. 38

Are you Hun_ry ?—/Je-u~ can Feed you - - - John 6. 1-13, 48

Are you S .rrew ui ?--Jesus can Comfort you - - - Johnig. 1-18

Are you Per.s exed ?—Jesus can Guide you - - - Isa. 30. 21 N.B.

SOLOMON — and — CHRIST.

When the  wven .card of Solomon ... The shepherds heard of Christ and
she went - - 1 Kings 10. 1 went - - Luke 2. 15
So'omon ¢ii not invie her - - ... Jesus says,Come unto Me Mat.11.28

Solem-n o+ her all things verse 3 ... Come, see a Man, which told me -

all things - John 4. 29
It was a tiue report she heard ver. 6 ... Who hath believed our report?
Isa. 53. 1

She did not believe till she came ... Now we believe He is the (33hrist
verse 7 John 4. 42

The qu en gave gifts to Svlomon ... The wise men gave gifts to Jesus
verse 10 Matt. 2. 11

Solomon gave unto the queen ver. 13 .... Christ gives unto us eternal life
John 10. 28

The queen returned to her own ... The disciples returned with great
couutry - - - verge I3 joy - - Luke24.52 J.A.
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Outlines of Scripture Studies.

LIVING BY FAITH,
Thejust shall live by faith Heb. 10.38
1. IN GOD’s PROVISION
For salvation Eph. 2.8; 1 Pet. 1. 3
1I. IN GOD'Ss POWER

For our walk - - 2Cor. 5.7
For our growth  ~ - 1 Cor. 16. 13
For our service « Isa 55.11
For our victory - 1Johng. 4

II1. IN GOD'S PROMISES
Heb. 11. 6; 6. 12
Letthejust (Rom, 1. 17) whodesire
to walk worthy of the Lord to all-
pleasing exercise their faith con-
stantly in these three things. A.C.B.

TRIBULATION BLESSINGS.
Patience, - - - Rom.5.3
Proof—1, of His love ;

2, of our sonship Heb.12.5-9
Profit, present value - Heb. 12. 10
Peaceable fruit - - Heb. 12, 11
Preciousness, eternal value 1 Pet. 1.7
Power - . « 2Cor. 12. 9
Praise - - - 1Pet. 1.8
¢“We glory in tribulations also”
(Rom. 5. 3).

** Therefore will I rather glory in

my infirmities " (2 Cor. 12. g). J.E-B.

WITHOUT HANDS.

1 Our circumcision is effected for us * without hands.” Not

so with Israel - - - - . - - = Colz211
2 Our holy places are made ¢ without hands.” Not so with

Israel - - - - - - - - - Heb. 9. 24
3 We have a house 7o¢ made with hands, eternalinthe heavens 2 Cor. 5. 1
4 Christ is compared to a stone cut out of 2 mountain

¢ without hands” - - - - - - Dan. 2. 45
§ The Antichrist will be broken “ without hands” - - Dan. 8. 25

The Lord shall destroy him with the Spirit of His moutk 2 Thess. 2.8 T.®..

THE SAINT’'S WALK.

With God (at home) -  Gen. 5. 24
With God (in public) Gen. 6. 9
Before God - - Gen. 17.1
After God - - Deut. 13. 4
In newnessof life - Rom. 6. 4
Uprightly - - Ps.8. 11
Honestly - - Rom. 13. 13
By faith - - - 2Cor. 5.9
In the Spirit - - Gal. 5. 16-25
In good works - -  Eph. 2. 10
In love - - Eph 5.2
As children of hght - Eph. 5..8
Circumspectly - - Eph. 5.1

By the same rule - Phil. 3. 16
Worthy of the Lord -  Col. 1. 10
As He walked - - 1John2.6

After His commandments 2 John 6

In wisdom - - Col. 4. 5
In the light - - 1John1.7
In the truth - - 3 John 4
With Him in white - Rev. 3. 4

**As ye have therefore received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in
Him” (Col. 2. 6, 7). T.S. H.

CHRISTIAN POSSESSIONS.
THE BELIEVER HAS

I A Life, which never can
be forfeited - John 10. 28

2 A Relationship, which
cannot be broken  Gal. 3. 26

3 A Righteonsness, which
nothing can tarnish 2 Cor. 5. 21

4 A Peace, which can
never be disturbed Eph. 2, 14

s An Acceptance, whichno
one.can question  Eph. 1.6

6 An /Inheritance, which
will never fade 1Pet. 1. 4

7 A Title, which can never
be disputed - Rev. 5.9
“ For all the promises of God in
Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto
theglory of God by us *'(2Cor. 1. 20).

** Hallelujah, what a Saviour!”’

J. M. H.



Brief Records of Sevvants of God.

“ THEREFORE, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmove-
Y y

1
able, ALWAYS ABOUNDING

in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15. 58).

HENRY CARR, or CARLISLE,

AN ActivE WORKFR IN Mo$T BraNCHES oF CHRISTIAN WORK.
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HENRY CARR, OF CARLISLE.

ARR and CARLISLE are words which are indissolubly
associated in the minds of thousands of persons in the
British Empire and elsewhere. If the family of Carr did not
make Carlisle, the firm of Carr & Co. have at least made the
town of world-wide fame in connection with the manufacture
of biscuits, .

Henry CARR, the subject of this notice and head of the
well-known firm, was the eldest and only surviving son of
the late Jonathan Dudgeon Carr, the founder of the business.
Hisbrother, James N.Carr, equally wellknown,and everactive
in the Lord’s service, died a year or two ago ; and another
brother, Thomas William Carr, also died suddenly.

Born on 28th December, 1835, he was converted under
the teaching of the late T. H. Hodgson, Esq., then Clerk of
the Peace for Cumberland. Through him he learned the
value df referring all questions concerning the spiritnal life
to the Word of God, and thus his faith became firmly rooted
on this sure foundation. During the following eight years
he enjoyed the ministry of the late William Reid, author of
¢« The Blood of Jesus,” a book used of God to lead many out
of doubt and difficulty into the liberty of the children of God.
This book, and other Gospel literature, Mr. Carr loved to
distribute, and many millions of The Herald of Salvation
must have been scattered by him during the last 25 years.

After a busy week, he would be found on Sunday driving
out some five miles to conduct a meeting in the village of
Todhills. This meeting was started by Mr. Hodgson more
than forty years ago, and when his health failed Mr. Carr
followed him and sustained the work for some 18 years.

He also opened his house for Drawing-room Meetings
when ‘occasion required, where representatives from many
foreign fields had the opportunity for setting forth their
claims. One of the earliest we remember was in connection
with John Wilkinson’s work amongst the Jews, for which
he was a trustee. Mr. Carr’s interest in God's ancient
péoplé was increased by a tour through Palestine in the
year 1880, With a party of friends he traversed the land,
visiting the chief places of Bible interest west of the Jordan.
Writing home from the shores of Galilee, he said: « Never
before have I so vividly realised the presence of Him Whose
footsteps have for ever made this shore holy ground.”

He: also took an active interest in many well-known
Missionary Societies, such as the China Inland Mission,
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Henry Carv, of Carlisle.

the M‘All Mission in France, the Spezzia Mission to Italy
and the Levant, the New Hebrides Mission, the mission
work recorded in Echoes of Sevvice, and others, having sup-
ported some of these from their carliest efforts. He always
kept himself in touch with the latest developments of the
work carried on by such well-known missionaries as Hudson
Taylor, Edward Clarke, John G. Paton, and R. W, M*¢AlL

Mr. Carr was a firm supporter of the British and Foreign
Bible "Society, which held a high place in his esteem.
Locally he had récently been elected President of the Young
Men’s Christian Association, was Treasurer to the Children’s
Aid Society, and a generous helper of the Bible and Domestic

~ Mission established forty years ago, also of the Railway

Mission. A member of the Committee of Management of
the Cumberland Infirmary, he had intended being present
at a meeting held on the morning of his death: and in the
afternoon he was to have been present at a Committee
meeting with the object of arranging for a campaign by
Dr. Torrey. In addition to the above he carried on a large
amount of evangelistic ‘and philanthropic work which was
little known save to those who were blessed by it, for he
sought not the praise of men. ¢ Patient continuance in well-
doing” are the words that characterise his life. We can fully
‘endorse the concluding words of a newspaper notice: “Of a
quiet and retiring disposition, yet he was never appealed to
in vain on behalf of any movement which had for its object
the relief of suffering, the amelioration of the lot of the poor,
or the religious advancement of his fellow-creatures.”

One who knew him well writes: ¢‘I was closely associated
with Mr. Carr in Gospel work for more than zo years, and
the longer I was acquainted with him the more highly I
esteemed and respected him. His humble spirit and gracious
manner clearly indicated Whose he was and Whither he
was bound. He had much on earth, but he had more in
Heaven. He had great reverence for the Word of God and
a large heart for the children of God. An earnest preacher
of the Gospel, and a very helpful speaker to believers, he
not only preached himself, but encouraged others to do so.
Through his kindness thousands of Gospel books and papers
were distributed in Carlisle, and in the villages of Cumber-
land and the adjoining counties, every month; and by
the use of tents, Gospel vans, and in many other ways
he was constantly seeking to scatter the ¢good seed?
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Henry Carr, of Carlisle.

and to make known the story of redeeming love. He
passed through many sorrows, but at every step the language
of his heart was, * Thy will be done.’ During the last year
of his life he was called upon to walk alone, as his beloved
wife ¢ fell asleep’ in December, 1902, Previous to this five
of their children were taken from them.”

On Sunday, 24th January, he ministered as usual in his
favourite sphere, reading Exodus 33, and speaking from the
words, ‘“ My presence shall go with thee, and 1 will give
thee rest.” On the following morning, while walking as
usual to his office, he was observed to stagger. He was
caught by a passer-by and assisted into the nearest house,
where he received the kindest attention. His two sons were

- summoned and medical aid was at hand, butin a few minutes
he was gone. Thus quickly he passed through the dark
valley. Even the ¢ shadow of death ™ scarcely seemed to
touch him, for a smile was observed to cross his face as he
was about to exchange earth for Heaven. ¢ Yea, though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil; for Thou art with me.” A fellow-citizen remarked :
«If I had lived such.a life as he has, that is the way I should
like to die.” Thus his busy and useful life came to a close
with startling suddenness, but it was a blessed home-call for
one who waited for the Lord. ¢ His servants shall serve
Him, and they shall see His face.”

WHERE ARE YOUR LOVE-LOOPS?

GTHE tabernacle in the wilderness was not only a mani-
Q) festation of Israel’s liberality, but also an expression of
Israel’s unity. This unity is especially expressed in the ten
curtains of fine twined linen. Each curtain was specially
fitted with fifty loops of blue, and the purpose of these loops
is expressly stated in Exodus 26. 5, “that they may take
hold one of another.”

‘What a beautiful illustration is thus afforded of Christian
unity as God expects to see it in His people to-day? Where
are our love-loops? Ayethey extended to take hold of every
Christian we meet? Or are they withdrawn and concealed
beneath the cloak of a cold, narrow, bigoted sectarianism.
Throw out the love-loops, even as a creeper waves its fronds
in the air, feeling for something to cling to. Let love-loop be
fastened to love-loop, thus promoting unity of the Spirit. T.s.
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NAHARI:
ONE OF DAVID'S MIGHTY MEN,
By WM. SHaw, Maybole, Author of “The Art of Preaching,” &c.

. GREAT preacher once related a dream in which he

was transported to heaven, where he was surprised at
two things—(1) He saw many there whom he did not
expect to see; and (2) he failed to see quite a number
of people whom he was sure he would meet there. The
moral of his dream appears to be this, that great surprises
may be in store for us when we ‘cross the narrow
sea.” The veil of mere appearances will be taken away,
and nothing shall abide the gaze of the all-seeing One
save that which is founded firm and sure on the Rock of
Ages, which is Christ.

But even among the saved—that company who shall stand
before the judgment-seat—there shall be wonderful and start-
ling surprises. We get more than one hint of this in the
Scriptures. We are told in the New Testament that many
that are first shall be last, and the last first. And in the Old
Testament we get a striking example of this in the enumera-
tion of David’s mighty men. This “roll of fame,” which
comes in at the close of David’s reign, cleariy foreshadows
that coming day when ¢ the fire shall try every man's work
of what sort it is,” and when the “roll” of the true David
shall be made up. That voll shall, without a doubt, tell a
very different tale from that which was told on earth.
Appearances will then count for nothing. Everything will
come out in its true colours. The hidden motives, the
secret springs of action, will stand out clearly revealed in
the blaze of the judgment-seat.

Let us take one name on this roll of David’s mighties and
see if it has anything to say to us upon whom the ends of the
world are come. Among the “names of the mighty men
whom David had,” we find * Nahari the Beerothite, armour-
bearer to Joab the son of Zeruiah ” (2 Sam. 23. 37).

Now, this is the first time that this name occurs in the
sacred page. In all the wars of David we search in vain for
any mention of Nahari the Beerothite. He was “never
heard of,” as the saying goes, in all those stirring times.
Yet, when the roll of the mighty is written up, he is there.
Surely this is typical of the surprises that await us on that
coming day when many who were not reckoned of much
account on earth shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father! They were willing to be nothing, if only
the Lord’s anointed might be victorious—content to “fill a
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Nahari: One of David's Mighty Men.

little space, if God be glorified.” And now their time has
come. Very likely they never dreamed of the honour
awaiting them—that their names should be enshrined on
the roll of the mighty.

Nahari, as we learn now for the first time, occupied a very,
humble post in David’s army. He was armour-bearer to.
Joab, the captain of the host. And here we are confronted
with one of those “ mysteries of the kingdom ” that are to be
found even in the Old Testament history. Joab was a
valiant man and a successful general. We never read of
him losing a battle. According to the reasoning of the
natural heart, Joab’s name was sure to be on the roll of
David’s mighty men. But when we turn to that roll, we
search in vain for the name of the mighty captain. Itisnot
there. Yet the name of his armour-bearer is there. Surely
this is a startling illustration of that word which tells us
how many that are first shall be last and the last first.

Space does not permit us at present to' go into the history
of Joab, else we should find good reason why his name is
awanting in the roll of the mighty men. Suffice it to say
here that in God's sight no man can be great apart from
character. Intellectual ability is not greatness. Eloquence
of speech is not greatness. Memory for words is not great-
ness. Debating power is not greatness. You may possess
any or all of these qualifications and be nothing better than
a Joab in the things of God. The endowments of the mind
must be immersed in the moral element—that is, dominated
by character; and character is just the stamp of God upon
the heart and life. God cannot call any man a great man if
he is not at the same time a good man.

Your sphere of service may be humble. You may, like
Nabari, be ¢ measured up ” already and reckoned far inferior
to some Joab according to the judgment of man. But what
of that? The judgment seat is yet to come. We walk not
before men. We seek to please Him who looks on the heart.
Blessed are they who serve with the single eye, who endure

.as seeing Him who is invisible, and who are willing to let
the Day declare what their service has been.

CommunIioN.—The only thing that can maintain us in
effective service is communion; if we fail in this we must go
wrong. Communion with God must ever hold ‘a higher
peace than sevvice for God.
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ANOTHER APPEAL FOR UNITY.

« For the divisions of Reuben there were great thoughts of heart. . . .
For the divisions of Reuben there were great searzﬁmg.r of heart
(Judges 5. 135, 16).
OR the divisions amongst Christians when will we have
great thoughts of heart ? When will we pass through
great searchings of heart ?>—great thoughts as to the fact of
division ; great searchings as to the cause of division. ~ »+24)
These thoughts surged through my breast, and shook me
‘up mightily, while reading Milton’s ¢ Paradise Lost.” He
there portrays, in burning language, the divided state of
mankind, after the conference of infernal spirits had dissolved
in perfect concord. Let me write for you the words as he
wtote them, and may they shame us before our God:

* O shame to man! devil with devil damned
Firm concord holds, men only disagree
Of creatures rational, though under hope
Of heavenly grace; and, God proclaiming peace,
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife
Among themselves.”

Of course, this awful indictment-is levelled by the poet
against men in the flesh, and exposes with merciless accuracy
the existing state of enmity between man and man.

That men of the world should disagree and divide is not
at all surprising, seeing they know not the “ God of peace,”
nor the ‘ peace of God.” DBut what will we say, what can
we say to justify those groundless, hurtful divisions that
separate Christian from Christian, and cause those to live
apart in time whom God hath ordained to live together in
the great eternity? May God open our eyes fo the sin of
unnecessavy division. God punishes the sin of divison with
further division. Those who widivide must divide. They
first of all divide of their own fleshly. will, and God divides
them again in judgment. Unity ss strength and brings
strength. Diyision is weakness, and brings down to weaker
weakness.

If we only knew how our divided state as Chrtstlans
grieves God, and gluts Satan, we would instantly give up
the abominable thing, and bend our every energy to attain
to that unity: which God desires to see, that Jesus died to
malke, that the Spirit came into the world to effect: ““Behold,
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity 1" (Psalm 133. 1). _ T. B.
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DOES TRACT DISTRIBUTION PAv?—V.

A QUEENSLANDER’S TESTIMONY.

AM happy to say I have had much joy in the work of
tract distribution for some years. It gives me pleasure

to see them read as soon as they are received in the omni-
buses and ferry-boats. I was very much encouraged a short
time ago to hear from one who is now a sister in the Lord
that it was a tract which I had sent to her by her son (who
used to call for orders for groceries) that showed her her
true state. She told me that she said to her husband, ¢« It
that woman had known me as I am, she could not have sent
a book to tell me better.” She received Christ at an evan-

gelistic meeting soon after.
Bulimka. M.Dy

‘“MY HISTORY.”

NCE my path was black as midnight,
Not a light was in my sky’;
On I stumbled in the darkness,
Dreading not Eternity.

But a mighty Hand, it grasped me,
And a Voice said, Whither bound ?

Tears came fast; I stood, I trembled,
Listening to this heaven-sent sound,

‘What about thy sins ? He asked me,
What about thy meeting God?

Then, at once, I felt my burden,
Cried beneath its awful load.

Then that Voice so kindly led me
To the Cross of Calvary, ’
And that Voice so sweetly whispered,
"Tis, poor sinner, 'tis for thee.

Ah, my hard heart now was broken,
And my tears like rivers flowed,

As I viewed this wondrous token
Of the matchless love of God.

Standing, gazing, weeping, wondering,
Burden gone, and trembling stilled;

Tongue can never tell the rapture
And the joy my spirit filled.
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“ My History.”

Now my path is clear as noonday,
Clouds have vanished from my sky;

Happy still, from morn till evening,
As the days glide swiftly by.

Future ills, why should I fear them ?
Future harm will never come ;
Jesus leads, and by the right way,

Onward, upward to my home.
Kilmarnock J. M. HAMILTON.

PEARLS PICKED UP
AT KILMARNOCK CONFERENCE FOR YOUNG MEN AND YOUNG WOMEN.
‘Deats, the King of Terrors and the terror of kings, cannot
separate the believer from the love of God in Christ Jesus
{Rom. 8. 38).

Even in wise Corinth Paul determined to * know nothing
. .. . save Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (x Cor. 2. 2).
Yet he.did it in weakness, fear, and trembling.

All Paul’s fourteen Epistles begin with “grace,” and his
life ends with “ grace” (2 Tim. 4. 7, 22).

Characters of the Bible are like lighthouses to warn of
danger, or like harbour lights to beckon into safety.

In the New Testament we have “ doctrine” in black and
white, but in the Old Testament in flesh and blood.

Moses was forty years in Egypt learning to be somebody,
forty years in the wilderness learning to be nobody, and
forty years learning what God could do with a nobody.

Doeg the Edomite, a tale-bearer, whose family is not yet
extinct.

When David said, “Who will go #p?” Joab went.
When he said, “ Who will go down ?” Abishai went.

Roman 3. 1, 2 :—The Past—Peace with God. The Pre-
sent—Standing in grace. The Future—Glory ahead.

Christians should be careful for nothing, prayerful for
-everything, thankful for anything (Phil. 4. 6).

Grace may be abused. What is the remedy? More
grace. Even the rod is part of the provision of grace.

Many Christians are like the American rivers which flow
to the north —frozen at the mouth.

Christians are only happy when they remember facts;
the unsaved are only happy when they forget facts.

It is not he that scareth souls is wise, but he that winneth
souls is wise,

45

v



SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

" For Sunpay ScHoors, BiBLe Crasses, anxp HoME READING,

“WILDERNESS WAYS AND CANAAN DAYS,” tracing God’s
dealings with His redeemed people in their wilderness journey toward
and their entrance into the Land of Promise, as well ‘as the leading
events until the time of the setting up of David's kingdom in Israel.

‘T'HE PLAN is to give a continued Course of Lessons from the Old Testament,
with a Lesson for tke last Sunday of eack month (generally adopted as the open-
school or address day) from the New Testament,a method adapted alike toschools
having classes all the year round and schools having a monthly free day.

Gospel Schente, 1/6 per 100. Boys and Girls Almanac, 6d. per dozen. Now
ready. Specimen copies of Scheme and Almanac free to any teacher.

13th March. Read Numbers 11, 1-10, 31-35. Learn Isaiah 33, 3.

MANNA DESPISED.

God’s leading and man’s murmuring —God’s food and man’s discontent—-God’s.
goodness and man's ingratitude —Baking not bettering—Weeping is wicked-
ness—Unhonoured graves.

THE Israelites had scarcely left Mount Sinai in their journey towards

Canaan when they began to feel the hardships of the way. Doubt-
less it was trying experience this following a cloudy pillar and pitching
in a desert waste, and ‘ the people complained” (verses 1-3). A judg-
ment of *“fire from the Lord” brought the people to repentance, and
turning to God through Moses, who again acts as mediator and inter-
cessor {1 John 2. 1). This first complaint is about THE PATH; a second
complaint arises about THE PROVISION. This forms the main theme
of the present lesson. .

A HEAVENLY AND FREE GIFT DESPISED. About eighteen
months previously (Exodus 16. 1-15) God had seen their need of bread,
and He literally “rained” it upon them. God’s wisdom had made it,
His love provided it, and grace bestowed it freely upon the people,
weak and strong, young and old. Therefore it was the plain duty of all
to praise the Giver and prize the gift, but they murmured.

THE ONLY SUITABLE FOOD MISCALLED. The people said,
“Our soul is dried away,” because we get only manna, while it was “ the:
corn of heaven, the bread of the mighty” (Psalm 78. 24, 25). It had
sustained them up till then, and did ultimately support them for others
thirty-eight years.

A QUESTIONABLE PROCESS. In Exodusthemanna is described
as like wafers made with honey (Exodus 16. 31). Here, after grinding or
beating and baking, it seems like ‘“fresh 0il.” It is possible to *torture”
the Word of God (2 Peter 3. 16), although it is perfect as it is given us.

REBELLIOUS TEARS. “Sotrow of the world worketh death”
(2 Cor. 7. 10), and the people’s weeping was a slander upon God’s good-
ness. He was providing the best for them, and they made it an
oceasion of grief.

"GRANTED, BUT NOT GQOD. Oftimes the worst thing is to get
what we lust after, as in this case. God gave them flesh, and flesh killed
them (Psalm 78. 30, 31). _See Proverbs 3o. 7-9 and 1 Timothy 6. g, &c.

GRAVES OF THE GREEDY. “Kibroth-Hattaavah!” what a
dreadful epitaph on people’s memorial stones if written for eternity.
*“What is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world and lose his.
own soul” (Matthew 16, 26).
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

GREATER GUILT AND GREATER LOSS. To despise and
reject God’s manna earned sore judgment; “ how much sorer punish.
ment” (Heb. 10. 29) awaits those who despise and reject the gift of God,
the Bread which came down from heaven, the Son of God who gave His
Body to be living, life-giving Bread (John 6, 31, &c.).

20th March. Read Numbers 13. 26; 14. 4. Learn Heb. 13. 6.
REPORT OF THE SPIES. .

Faith's inquiry and search—The good seen and appreciated—Something to over-
come—Able to do—Cowardly tears—God forgotten—Rebellion and judgment.
AT Kadesh-Barnea, eleven days’ journey from Sinai (Deut. 1. 2), the
Israelites halted, and there the people urged Moses to send men to:
search out a way for' the people (Deut. 1.'22). This plan received God’s
sanction (Numb. 13. 1), and twelve men were chosen and appointed, two
of them being Joshua and Caleb.

THE USE OF THE SEARCH. “To get a definite knowledge by
actual contact with the Promised Land, and so help and confirm the
faith of the people. Itisagood thing to believingly seek a more inti-
mate knowledge and keener appreciation of the things prepared by God
for His people (1 Cor. 2. g; 1 Peter 1. 10), so that what is learned may be
communicated to others (1 John 1. 3).

A TRUE REPORT AND EVIDENCE. “Surely it (the land).
floweth with milk and honey” (Exod. 3. 8), and *“ this is the fruit of it.”
Figs, pomegranates, grapes (the latter a great bunch cairied by two men
on a pole between them), showed that the Promised Land was all that
God had said it was. There in the wilderness the people could see and
taste the earnest of things unseen (Eph. 1. 14).

DIFFICULTIES OBSERVED AND NOTED. “ Nevertheless'”
the people are strong, and the cities have great walls; sons of Anak are
there; besides, Amalek, &c.. &c., oppose. This was all quite true
(Ephes. 6. 12).

A COURAGEOUS REPORT. Evidently the people began to ex-
press emotion, for Caleb “ stilled the people before Moses, saying, ‘ We
are well able to uvercome.” Caleb was doubtless counting God in his
‘“we” (John 15. 5; Phil. 4. 13).

AN UNBELIEVING REPORT. The other ten explorers joined in
traducing the land and exaggerating the obstacles, and said, *The land
eateth up the inhabitants,” probably meaning that it was unhealthy;
and, besides, the gigantic sons of Anak made us feel like grasshoppers.
God was left out of their ““ we” entirely (Isa. 31. 12; Luke 12. 4).

AN UNBELIEVING PEOPLE. ‘‘The people wept that night,”
and *‘ murmured” against Moses—all the past forgotten, the promises
and word of God treated as figments and fraud. What a pitiable sight !

A PRAYER HEARD AND ANSWERED. “Would God we had
died in this wilderness !’ . This literally came to pass, and they all died
in the same wilderness. Tt is possible for God to take men at their word.

A MAD PROPOSAL. ‘‘Better for us toreturn unto Egypt.” They
would set aside Moses and God, and with a self-chosen leader go back to
the brick-kilns and bondage. Was ever folly so great, proposal so dar-
ing! Yet God did not forsake this people or abandon His purpese. His
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Notes on Bible Lessons.

<ovenant is sure, and though it take forty years to expiate the sin, God
will bring His own counsel to pass. Surely it is frail man’s wisdom to

et to know Him in Jesus Christ, and be saved from folly and death
ﬁohn 17. 3).

27th March, Read Luke 13. 24-35. Learn Isaiah 32. 2, .
JESUS, THE SHELTER FROM DANGER.

Home desirable—Difficult, yet easy —HEnter now—Too late - Privileges perverted
—Shut out for ever—The appointed place and event—Safe and happy—
Lamented and lost—Coming glory.

I N our present lesson there is much simple teaching about the need of

securing a place in the heavenly home for the future, as well as the

nged of a present protection from the evils that environ the children
of men,

THE STRAIT GATE AND THE OPEN DOOR. The entrance
to God’s kingdom is free to the poor and lowly (Matt. 18, 3), the self-

righteous and proud cannot enter; yet it is not closed against any who
<ome (John 6. 37).

THE PROPER ATTITUDE. “Strive,” indicating opposition and
obstacles, not on God’s part, but on the part of Satan—self, man, and
Circumstances, The word is literally “‘ agonise,” same as used about our
Lord’s agony in Gethsemane (Luke 22. 44).

THE PROPER TIME. Before too late—* the Master of the house”

will at the appointed hour ‘““rise up” and “shut to the door”; no
-entrance after that (Matt, 2 5. 10).

AN UNAVAILING PLEA. The excluded had had great privileges,
They had been at the Lord's table, they had heard His Word in the very
streets of their favoured city, yet they had never stepped over salvation’s
threshold, and are hopelessly shut out forever.

. FRUIT OF PROCRASTINATING FOLLY. “ Weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth” to see the house occupied by near ones and far-off ones,
and they themselves rejected and cast away.

FORESEEING AND FORETELLING THE END. On being
warned to leave Herod’s country, or that crafty king would kill Him,
Jesus said that He would go on with His work, casting out demons and

working cures, and plainly declared that Jerusalem was the spot where
He would be “ perfected.”

LOVE'S LAMENT. Guilty Jerusalem, city of murderers of God’s
prophets and messengers. ‘‘ How often” speaks of many endeavours
and repeated attempts of the Saviour to ““ gather” to Himsgelf for their
blessing the self-willed people, but ““ ye would not.”

PROTECTED AND COMFORTED. “Asahen, . . . her brood
under her wings,” a beautifully simple and touching suggestion of
safety and rest, employed by the Psalmist (Psalm 36. 7; 57. 1) and also in
Ruth 2. 12. As the mother hen shelters from the danger threatemng
her offsprin by the interventich of her own person between them and |
trouble, so does Jesus protect and preserve those who put their trust
in Him, '

DESOLATION AND RESTORATION. “Your house is left
desolate,” . . . “ye shall say.” Both dark times and bright are here

indicated. A time of suffering and a time of subsequent joy in the
reception of a long-rejected Messiah.
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3rd April. Read Numbers 21. 1-9. Learn John 3. 14, 15,
THE BRAZEN SERPENT.

Churlish friends make a weary way—Patience worn out—Sinful murmurs—
Chajtcniug and repentance—A free pardon and life for a look—A notable
shadow.

MANY years (about thirty-eight) elapse between our last Old Testa-

ment lesson and this, years of wilderness, monotonous trial and
toil, and we now see the pilgrim nation near the close of that experience
still in need of faith and patience.

“THE NEAR WAY TO CANAAN BARRED. Up to the last, dis-
appointment and difficulties try the people. Edom refused to allow
them to pass through their land towards the Promised Land, though
they promised not to touch wells or crops. These Edomites were
descendants of Esau (Gen. 25. 30), and were related to the Israelites,
who were commanded not to fight with their brethren (Deut. 2. 4, 5).
This made a long detour necessary.

A BATTLE, A VOW, AND A VICTORY. Arad, the king of the
Canaanites, then fought against Israel, capturing some. Happily Israel
turned to God, invoking His power and desiring the victory, which was
granted to them. There are peoples and things that we ought not to

ght as well as people and things we ought to fight and destroy.

A WEARY JOURNEY AND WEARIED PEOPLE. Repulsed by
Edom’s churlish refusal, their path led round the borders of Edom
toward the Red Sea. It seemed hard to turn their backs again on the
much-desired land—*‘the soul of the people was much discouraged
because of the way.” Endurance is'needed to keep steadily on to the
goal (Heb. 12. 1).

DISCOURAGEMENT AND DOUBT LEADS TO MURMUR-
ING. As they travelled along, many graves were being filled, and
those who lived suffered. ¢ There is no bread, no water, and our soul
loatheth this light (vile) bread.” So they spake against God and Moses-
(z Cor. 10. 9).

SINNING LEADS TO DEATH. The ingratitude and unbeliet
brought its due reward in the shape of a visitation of serpents, from
whose bite many died (Rom. 6. 23; James 1. 15).

REPENTANCE LEADS TO LIFE. Conviction and confession
precede conversion (Luke 15. 21; Psalm 32. 5). ‘‘ We have sinned,” said
the peopie; this made it possible for Moses to plead and possible for
God to reveal the remedy (Rom. 3. 23, 24).

GOD’'S WAY OF SALVATION. ‘ Make thee a fiery serpent and
set it upon a pole.” The Divine commentary on this in John 3. 14, 15
needs little comment—the parallel is complete. God can, and does,
forgive confessed sin. In the Old Testament He pointed to Jesus,
through types, as the ground of forgiveness and life. In the New,
directly to Jesus without anything but the Word to reveal by the Holy
Spirit. The dying people were to look to the brazen serpent on the pole
—not to Moses, not to their wounds—but to the serpent on the pole.
Now every perishing sinner is commanded to look away to Jesus on the
Cross and get everlasting life.

« MOSES LIFTED MUST THE
UP THE SON OF
SERPENT IN MAN BE
- THE WILDERNESS LIFTED UP,

that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have eternal life.””
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REPORTS AND SUGGESTIONS.

TEACHERS IN COUNCIL.—Next Monthly Meeting for Workers
Amongst the Young for Glasgow and district falls on Monday, March z1,
at 7.45. Exposition of Pathway Lessons for April and conversation on
the Sunday-school ‘‘open night.”” Fixed place of meeting, Eglinton
Hall, 11 Eglinton Street...Sunday-school workers and others interested
in the spread of the Gospel amongst the young meet in Kensington
Hall, Girlingtor, BRADFORD, March 35, at 3.30 to 8.15, when Mr. Hy.
Pickering, editor of Boys and Girls, opens the subject of *The Trials and
Trinmphs of the Sunday-school Teacher.”

AMONG THE ORPHANS.—Mr. Walter E. Willy has been conduct-
ing afternoon meetings for two weeks in the large family of orphan boys
and girls gathered together at the Orphan Houses founded by the late
George Muller, Ashley Down, Bristol. At each meeting there appears
to be blessing, and a large number of anxious ones, girls and boys of 14
and 15 years of age, go into the class-room to be dealt with, many of
whom have professed to be saved. . .

OUR YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN.—The young believers forming
the Tract Band in Cumberland Hall, PAISLEY, have organised a Con-
ference to be held in Cumberland Hall, Laigh Kirk Lane, March 19, from
3.30 to 8. Messrs. Alex. Marslhall, author of God's Way of Salvation, Wm,
Inglis, John Gray, John Ritchie, jun., and others are expected to take -
part...Over 330 young men and young women assembled in Waterloo Hall,
KIIL,MARNOCK, on February zo, when Messrs. Hy. Rickering, William
Shaw, Alex. Stewart, and Alex. Marshall took up the subjects of *‘ Char-
acter in the Scripture, Grace and Glory, and Witnessing”; a profitable
time. (See ‘‘Pearls Picked Up” on page 45, and * Tales Worth Telling
for incidents related at this Conference,)

THE HOMELAND.—On Wednesday, February 3, Anniversary Service
and prize distribution at Cholmeley Hall, HIGHGATE, N., took place,
when Mr. Wm. Luff spoke practical words to parents and children...In
the Gospel Hall Sunday School, WEST HARTLEPOOL, with 180 children,
several professed faith in Christ last year, some of whom are now
teachers themselves...God has been giving blessing in Westray, Eday,
and other parts of ORKNEY., At Sanday a number of boys and girls and
a few young women have been converted, and the work seems to be
increasing...Mr. WALTER E. WILLY expects to have special services
for children in Blackburn, Kendal, Stockton, Norwich, &c.

REGIONS BEYOND.—At JErRsEV Crry HEIGHTS, U.S.A., the
annual meeting of the Sunday School took place in January, and the
hall was crowded, about 300 being present. ‘The Sunday-school work is
very encouraging; about zoo regularly attend, and some of the scholars
are saved...Mr. Joseph E. Dutton is moving from place to place in France
and Switzerland, giving lectures with a model of the Tabernacle. Had a
series of meetings in NYON, Canton de Geneva, including special meet-
ings for children, which were well attended, with some interest in
salvation...Six young people have professed to be saved during the last
three months in connection with the Sunday School at HOBOKEN, New
Jersey...Mr. Staines has been visiting KOLLEGAL, Kamakerai, and Mal-
valli, India, having children’s meetings. His talks are very practical,
and have been blessed to many...At AUCKLAND, N.Z., Mr. Hinman has
witnessed blessing in the Gospel at Howe Street Hall. A number of
young folks, about the ages of 16 and 17, have professed to be saved. .

“AFTER MANY DAYS.”—On Saturday, January 30, a young man
from London called to inform us that he was converted through an article
in Boys aud Girls for December, 1898, and has gone on steadily witnessing
for the Master. Is agent for a London firm of engineers, and seeks to
make known the good news as he travels round.
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L3
TALES WORTH TELLING.

My Individual Responsibility.-—Daniel Webster, the
American statesman, on being asked what was the most
important question which ever occupied his attention, at
once replied, “ My individual responmsibility.” ¢ So then
every one of us shall give an account of himself to God™
(Rom. 14. 12). “Be yeready!”

Defying God.—The great Napoleon remarked that he
had observed that ‘“ God was always on the side of big
battalions.” So he set out to conquer Russia with probably,
the biggest battalions ever known in Europe, only to leave
the bones of 400,000 men to bleach on the snowy steppes
and to return a ruined emperor with a lost empire. ¢ The
enemy said . . . my hand shall destroy them. Thou didst
blow with Thy wind . . . they sank as lead in the mighty
waters” (Exodus 15. 9, 10). Don’t trifle with God.

The Calm Man.—A man in England was being tried on
a serious charge. The lawyer proved his case, he remained
calm; the jury returned a verdict of guilty, he remained
calm; the judge passed a severe sentence, he remained calm.
Then he quietly produced the Royal pardon which he had
by some means obtained. = That explained his calmness.
¢ Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God ™
(Rom. 5. 1), and being possessed of the Royal pardon, can
remain perfectly calnd,

Abundant Grace.—A man in Ireland, conv1cted of sin, .
was on the point of ¢ believing ” when the devil raised his
oft-repeated objection: ¢ If you believe, you could not keep
it. What about to-morrow?” The worker dealing with
bhim pointed to a water-mill near by. “What turns the
wheel to-day?” ¢ The stream.” ‘“What will turn the
wheel to-morrow?” * The stream.” ‘“And the days after?”
¢ The stream.” The anxious one was led to see that there
was abundant grace to save, keep, and meet all need.
¢ Wherefore He is able . . . to save . .. to the utter-
most ” (Heb. 7. 25). *“The same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever” (Heb. 13. 8). I will trust and not be afraid.”

Sunday Christians.—A Christian travelling in America
was met with the objection : ‘ Lots of people are only Sun
day Christians. Knowing an out-and-out Christian in the
district, he simply replied, “ What about Frank Lloyd?”
«Oh, he’s a Monday Christian,” was the immediate rejoinder.
“« Always abounding ” (1 Cor. 15. 58) is the telling life.
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Outlines of Scripture Studies.

THE SEATS OF THE BIBLE.

1. The Seat of God, - - - - - Job xxiii. 3; Ezek. xxviii. 2
2. The Seat of ke Srarnful - - - - - Psalm i. 1
3. The Seat of the /mage of jtalousy, - - - «  Ezekiel viii. 3
4. The Seat of violence, - - - . . - Amos vi. 3
5. The Seat of Moses, = - - - - - - Matthew xxiii. 2
6. The Seat of Satan, - . - - - B . Rev. u 13
7. The Seat of the Beast, - - - Rev. xvi. 10

1. The Seat of God is His throne in the heavens, on which He sits
governing the nations (Isaiah xl. 22). )

2. The Seat of the Scornful is occupied by the “ despisers, who wonder,
and perish” (Acts xiil. 41).

3. The Seat of the Jmage of Jealousy answers to the *“Man of sin sitting
in the Temple of God” (2 Thess. ii. 3, 4

4. The Seat of Fiolence is presently occup1ed by heartless men, in the
oppression of the poor (James v. 4).

5. The Seat of Moses, for the administration of law.

6. The chief place of wickedness in any town can safely be called
Satan’s Seat.

7. The Seat of zke Beast is his temporary head- quarters durmg his
.brief reign on earth. T. B.

CALVARY—VOICES FROM.
1. Of Intercession, Luke xxiii. 3¢ | 5. Of Humanity, -  John xix. 28
2. Of Mercy, - Luke xxiil. 42 | 6. Of Victory, - _ John xix. 30
3. Of Affection, - John xix. 26-27 | 7. Of Death, - Luke xxiii. 46
4. Of Desertion, - Matt. xxvii. 46 -

ACCORDING TO HIS RICHES,—Phil iv. 19
My God shall supply all your need, - - - - Phil. iv. 19
For He knoweth 1t, - =  Matthew vi. 8
Therefore: take no thought, = Matthew vi. 34
Live not in careful suspense, Luke xii. 29 (margin)
Be careful for nothing, - - Phil. iv. 6
But wait on the Lord, - - Psalm xxxiv. 10
Rest in Him, - - « Psalm xxxvii. 7
Be content, = - - « Hebrew xiii. §

Looking unto Jesus, - - Hebrew xii. 2
Who is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, Hebrew xiii. 8

E. A. H.
NOTHING.—ANYTHING.—EVERYTHING.

NoTHING.—With God #o¢/ing shall be 1mposslb1e, - - Luke i. 37

Without Me ye can do zothing, - - John xv.
In nothing be anxious, - - Phil. iv. 6 (r.v.)
Lacked =nothing, - - - Luke xxii. 35
ANYTHING.—If ye shall ask anythmg, John xiv. 14
He shall receive anything, - - James i. 7
Is anything too hard for the Lord Genesis xviil. 14
Lacked ye anything? - S - - Luke xxii. 35

EVERYTHING.—In everything by prayer, - Phil. iv. 6
In everything give thanks, - - 1 Thess. v. 18
I know that Thou canst do everything, = Jobxlii. 2
Let everything . . . Praise the Lord, - Psalmel 6

B. C. M,



Brief Recovds of Servants of God.

“ ANp they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers”
(Acts 2. 42). *“And we desire that every one of you do
shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto
the end ” (Heb. 6. 11).

WILLIAM COLLINGWOOD,
PAINTER, AUTHOR, TEACHER, AND HELPER OF EVANGELICAL WORKERS.
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WILLIAM COLLINGWOOD, OF BRISTOL.

MONGST the long list of honoured and esteemed
servants of God whose names are associated with the
inception of what has become known as “ The Brethren
Movement ”"—including George Miiller, ]J. N. Darby, Robert
Chapman, C. H. Macintosh, Lord Congleton, J. G. Bellet,
Thomas Newberry, and many others who have been called
home—none were more loved and trusted than WiLLiaM
CoLLINGWOOD, the friend and fellow-worker with most of
that illustrious group of truth-loving men whose testimony
has proved a blessing to thousands of God’s people all over
the world.

Born at Greenwich on 23rd April, 1819, he was educated
at Oxford, where his grandfather was printer to the Univer-
sity. At Christ Church School he showed great aptitude
for classics, but when he was offered a place on the Founda-
tion of the College, he was not able to accept. His father’s
friend, J. D. Harding, and his cousin, Collingwood Smith,
encouraged him to become an artist, and he rapidly came to
the front as a painter of interiors and landscapes. In 1839
he settled at Liverpool as a teacher of drawing, and after
election to the membership of the New Water Colour
Society, he quitted it to join the Old (now the R.W.S.), of
which he was hon. retired member at his death. ‘

For some time he attached himself to Dr. M¢Neile, of St.
Jude’s, at Liverpool, a then famous Evangelical Churchman.
Later he became acquainted with Lord Congleton, George
Miiller, and other leaders of a movement which aimed at the
carrying out of the Scriptures in their simplicity and entirety.
In 1844 he jointed the late John Price, of Chester, John
Plunkett, Thomas Porter, and a few others in meeting simply
in the Lord’s Name at Back Canning Street, Liverpool.
Afterwards they met in the Crown Street Hall, built by
Mr. Collingwood, who took a leading part till he left Liver-
poolin 1884. He continued to the end a strong supporter of
the original principle of receiving Christians as such, and a
friend and fellow-worker of all active Evangelicals.

‘We remember hearing him recount how when speaking
to a brother about the sad divisions amongst God’s people,
the brother replied: ¢ Why, it’s with a company in ——
you should be.” He went down to see them, fully deter-
mined on no account to leave Dr. M‘Neile, to whom he was
sincerely attached. Welcomed at the morning meeting, it
was such a revelation of the power of God and the leading
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William Collingwavd, of Bristol.

of the Spirit that he returned at night to Gospel meeting,
and continued steadfastly so to meet till his decease.

In 1850, under the influence of Dr. Gutzlaff, he proposed
to go out to China in the double capacity of artist and mis-
sionary. This was prevented by his marriage in the next
year with Marie Imhoff, daughter of a notary at Arbon,
Switzerland, and by family cares ensuing; but he became
an earnest supporter of all mission work, and his house was
the resort of many missionaries outward and homeward
bound from the port of Liverpool.

In 1890 he settled at Bristol, where he attached himself
to Bethesda, and joined with his old friend George Miiller,
spending his leisure time in writihg many papers and book-
lets, among which were “The Bible its Own Evidence,”
“The Brethren: An Historical Sketch,” &c. Valuable
articles on ¢ Doctrine,” ¢ Death Unto Sin,” and many other
spiritual themes appeared in The Witness over a number of
years.

Mr. Collingwood's reverential love for the Word of God
was a conspicuous feature in his character. So absorbed
did he become in its treasures that the'din of controversy
and criticism scarcely reached him. In fact, the realm of
controversy was uncongenial to him, for his spirit was gentle
and loving; but when he did enter it he showed that he
could do so with telling effect.

To those who were about him in his closing days, the
spirit of contentment with and acfuiescence in the will of
God were very noticeable and beautiful to behold. As late
as Whit Sunday, May 31, he was present at the morning
meeting in Bethesda, though too feeble to take any audible
part. On the following Saturday a stroke of paralysis laid
him low. But his mental powers remained clear, and his
spirit was bright and strong with faith and hope. A slight
rallying raised hopes of partial recovery, but on 25th June,
1903, a change for the worst occurred, and on the afternoon
of that day he fell asleep in the elghty -fifth year of his age.

May it be ours “ to cleave to God and the Word of His
grace,” and amid days of darkness to manifest more and
more “ Whose we are and Whom we serve.”

Preacuing—Rash preaching disgusts; timid preaching
leaves poor souls fast asleep; bold preaching, the only
preaching that is owned of God.
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THE MATCH-BOX: Or, DWELLING IN
THE LIGHT.

E are most of us familiar with a luminous match-
box. It is a metal match-box holder, and the top
is covered with a white paint which absorbs light, and has
the peculiarity of giving it out in the darkness. It is such
a comfort on a dark night to see its little bright face shining
out, and telling us where to find our matches. But, besides
this, it may teach us some lessons. The match-box has no
light in itself, and it cannot shine at night unless it has
been in the full light in the daytime. Sometimes I have
looked for mine and could not find it anywhere because it
was so dull and dim. What was the matter? What had
it been doing all day? Why, sometimes lying on its face,
or something had covered it over or turned it right away
from the light. Sometimes the day has been so foggy that
very little light has been taken in. What a lesson this may
teach us Christians, that unless we live ‘“looking unto
Jesus” enjoying the bright beams of the light of His
countenance, we shall never shine when trouble, or dis-
appointment, or temptation come. The night is the
testing time—till then the match-box would look as usual.
And so with us. 'When all things go smoothly, it is easy
to be bright and cheerful ; but if we are allowing anything
to come between us and Christ, if we are neglecting prayer
and communion with Him and His Word, if we are over-
occupied with even the lawful things of this life, then we
shall easily get upset and gloomy and miserable when any-
thing crosses our wills, and we shall lose the bright shining,
and cease to do our little work in this dark and sorrowful
world.

How different it was with some we read of. How Joseph
shone in his bitter trials! Daniel also, and the little captive
maid, and many others. Not so with Jonah while he was
fretting at the loss of his gourd, or jacob when he was
saying, *“ All these things are against me.” Ah, the time of
trouble is a great testing time; it tests how much reality
there is in our daily walk with God.

The little match-box cannot do much of itself, but there
are matches inside, and these matches can do wonders.
They can light the gas or lamp. They can kindle the fire,
and even large engines may be set going by the flame
kindled by a little match. So with us. We liftle know
what a help we may be, how we can show light to those
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around us who are yet in darkness, or help to kindle a flame
of love in some cold heart. It may be even that some spark
thus kindled may light a lamp which may shine in some
distant land, and many poor sinners, now sitting in darkness
and the shadow of death, may learn to know Jesus as their
Saviour, and they, in their turn, may lead others to Him,

At one time I had a match-box, and it began to shine less
brightly every night till at last it was quite dim and dull.
‘What had happened ? A drop of grease had somehow got
on to the paint and worked its way on and on. At last there
was no shining at all, and my little match-box was good for
nothing and had to be set aside. Oh, let us take care. A
little sin may creep in, a little disobedience, self-seeking,
pride, or folly, a little neglect of God’s Word and prayer,
and the one who used to shine so brightly may have to be
set aside as useless and good for nothing—a cumberer of the
ground. If we are not helps to others, we are sure to be
hindrances. Oh, let us be very careful to live in the light,
and then to let the light shine out wherever it is. most
needed, and may we ever be a brighter testimony to His
grace and power.

«1f thine éye be single, thy whole body shall be full of
light.” E. T.

-

Does TRACT DISTRIBUTION Pav?—VI.

STILL TWO MORE CLEAR CASES.

FELLOW-CLERK in one of the offices of the

Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, I have reason

to believe, from what certain members of his family told me

after his decease, that the reading of the book God’s Way of

Salvation had been a blessing to him, I felt specially led to
take it to him.

The other case was that of one of my wife’s uncles who
had followed the sea. As a young fellow, he was a wild,
courageous youth, but married as he got older and finally
settled down on shore so as to be at home. He lived with-
out fearing God or man, never entered a place of worship,
unless to attend a funeral, from the day of his marriage
until the day of his death, which occurred two years ago.
His death was due to creeping paralysis brought on through
an injury, received to the head years before, which fractured
the skull. ~It was just when it began to come home to him
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that life was only a matter of months, or possibly a year at
the most, that he began to look at things more seriously.
God was working with him, and about that time I lent him
one of the volumes of The Hevald of Salvation. It was the
means, in God’s hands, of bringing him fully and clearly into
the light. He read it over and over again in places, and
was specially interested in one incident, entitled ¢ Believing
in his Believing.” He asked me many questions with regard
to this, and was very anxious to be satisfied that he had
believed to the saving of the soul. He came fully out into
the light after this, and I have never seen clearer evidence
in anyone who had passed from death unto life than in him.
When I called to see him, as I did periodically, I found he
had been carefully reading his Bible, and it was surprising
what an intelligent grasp he speedily got of the fundamental
truths of salvation to which he was helped by your book.
He lingered on for some months, retaining his faculties to
the last, and quite at rest about his departure. R. E. M.

THE OLD FRIEND.
¢ Jesus Christ the same" (Hebrews 13. 8).
N incident was related by Schuyler Colfax regarding |
Abraham Lincoln. It was during the dark days of
1863, on the evening of a public reception given at the White
House. The foreign legations were there gathered about
the President.

A young English nobleman was just being presented to
the President. Inside the door, evidently overawed by the
splendid assemblage, was an honest-faced old farmer, who
shrank from the passing crowd until he and the plain-faced
old lady clinging to his arm were pressed back to the wall.
The President, looking over the heads of the assembly, said
to the English nobleman: “Excuse me, my lord, there’s an
old friend of mine.”

Passing backwards to the door, Mr. Lincoln said, as he
grasped the old farmer’s hand : * Why, John, I’'m glad to see
you. I haven’t seen you since you and I made rails for old
Mrs. , in Sangamon colnty, in 1847. How are you?”

The old man turned to his wife with quivering lips, and
without replying to the President’s salutation, said: ¢ Mother,
he’s just the same old Abe!”

So say we of Christ, His love is the same, for it is ¢ ever-
lasting " (Jer. 31. 3); His keeping is the same, for it is constant
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(1 Peter 1. 5) ; His power is the same, for it is enduring (Heb.
13. 5); His ministry is the same, for “He liveth ' (Heb. 7. 25);
His pleasures are the same, for they are lasting (Psa. 16 11);
His promises are the same, for they are sure (2 Cor 1. 20);
and He Himself is the same, for He is smmutable (Mal. 3. 6).

F. El M.

BIBLICAL NOTES AND QUERIES.

By DR. ANDERSON-BEBRRY, Author of ‘ After Death,” &c.

HE following questions amongst others have come
under my notice during the past month. Any similar
questions will be welcomed, as the aim of this page is, by
the blessing of God, to bring some of the hidden marvels
and beauties of the Greek New Testament within the
purview of the ordinary reader.

QuesTtioN 1.—Is it vight to vead Galatians 2. 20 - “I have
been ‘crucified with Chyist,” instead of “I am”? Perfectly
right, and it is so rendered in the Revised Version. It is
remarkable that all the leading versions from Wicliff's in
1380 down to ourown in 1611 read “I am.” Wicliff renders
it «“I am ficchid (fixed) to the cross.” The Apostle uses the
curious compound verb ‘“to be crucified with” only once
again, in Romans 6. 6: ¢ Our old man was crucified with.”
Paul seems especially fond of verbs compounded with
“sun,” meaning ‘together with,” and represented by our
prefixes “co”™ and “syn.” For instance, alone in his
writings do such words thus compounded and meaning
“to strive together,” ¢to be fitly framed or joined together,”
“to be glorified together,” occur. His mind seems to be
full to overflowing with the grand thought of Christ’s union
with us, and our union with Him and each other.

QuEesTiON I1.—Does it matier whether we say “I am’ or
I have been” 7 1t does, for the perfect tense in Greek has
a special meaning.. The Greek used the pertect when he
wished to direct attention to the abiding effects of a past event.
The crucifixion of Christ is an event long past, but it has
an abiding result in every believer’s life. By using the
perfect tense the Apostle is laying great stress on the atoning
death of Christ. In the striking words of Mr. Bennet:
“ When God enquires for me as a responsible child of Adam
there is no answer, no response. I have died! There is an
end of me as a child of Adam responsible before God in the
flesh! But God finds me in Christ!” That is the whole
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matter in a nutshell, Not until I have been crucified with
Christ can 1 be found in Christ.
** How near, how very near to God ;
Nearer I cannot be,
For in the Person of His Son
I am as near as He!"”

So later on the Apostle can write (translating literally):
“ But for me may it not be to boast except in the Cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom to me the world has
been crucified, and I to the world ” (Gal. 6. 14).

QuesTioN 111.—The Revised Version puts * tutor™ in the
place of < schoolmaster ” in Galatians 3. 24. Is theve any differ-
ence? Yes, there is; the Greek word is * paidagégos,”
which means an overseev or guavdian, from “ pais,” & boy, and
“agdgos,” @ leader. Hence our own word ¢ pedagogue.”
The paidagogos was a slave to whom the boys were
entrusted when they had outgrown female care (about 16
years old). He was often a foreigner, and the post was one
of guardianship, not of instruction. He accompanied the
boy to school, carrying his books, and attended him to the
gymnasium. So Paul’s thought here is one of guardianship,
not of instruction or bringing to Christ as to a school.
Therefore, etymologically, the Revisers were right, for tutoy
comes from ¢ tueri,” to look upon, hence to guavd. Thus
Bacon (“*Adv. of Learning,” ii. 1g9): “The first six kings
being in truth as fufors of the State of Rome.” This
accords with the context, which literally translated reads:
“ But before faith came, under law we were guarded, having
been shut up to the faith about to be revealed. So that the
law has been our guardian [up] to Christ, that by faith we
might be justified.”

PEARLS PICKED UP

AT A SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION,

DoN't wait to acquire qualifications for work. ¢ What is
that in thine hand ?” It may be only a rod, as in Moses’
case, but with the blessing of God it may enable you to doa
great work.

There are three things the Sunday School is not. It is
not a dumping-ground for the children of lazy parents for an
hour on Sunday afternoon. It is not a substitute for par-
ental control and responsibility, It is not a substitute for
the Gospel meeting. -
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Pearis Picked Up.

Christ devoted much of His time on earth to teaching a
class of twelve scholars. ‘

The first requisite for teaching is: Know the lesson
yourself.

The creed of the Sunday School should be the salvation
of souls.

Show your boys you have the utmost corfidence in them.
There is nothing a boy hates worse than to be mistrusted.

Be punctual ; better still, be a little early.

Inconstant teacher, every time you are absent you injure
the school.

The teaching that is the result of five minutes of study
hurriedly taken just before the time for Sunday School is
sure to be a poor kind of teaching.

The great ultimate aim of all your teaching and all your
intercourse should be to win the boy for Christ. The great
resource and fountain-head of all your efforts must be a
passion for souls.

Of the hundreds of texts learned in a year, you can count
on one hand the number most scholars can repeat.

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Sunpay ScHooLs, BIBLE CLAssES, AND HOME READING |

‘“WILDERNESS WAYS AND CANAAN DAYS,” tracing God’s
dealings with His redeemed people in their wilderness journey toward
and their entrance into the Tand of Promise, as well as the leading
events until the time of the setting up of David’s kingdom in Israel.
THE PLAN is to give a continued Course of Lessons from the Old Testament,

with a Lesson for Zke last Sunday of each month (generally adopted as the opea-
school or address day) from the New Testament, a method adapted alike toschools
having classes all the year round and schools having a monthly free day.

We will continue to give in each number a Lesson or two for the succeeding
month, so as to enable most schools to use the Lessons on their printed dates.

Gospel Scheme, 1/6 per 100. Boys and Girls Almanac, 6d. per dozen. Now
ready. Specimen copies of Scheme and Almanac free to any teacher.

1oth April. Read Numbers 23, 7-24. Learn Rom. 8. 34.

BALAAM, THE FALSE PROPHET.

Supernatural power—Seeking tof break the connection—A great pretender—
Willing, but not able—What, will the end be?— God’s thoughts and God’s
eeds.

d
’I‘HE lesson before us now affords a very precious insight into God’s
way of defending His own redeemed people, not allowing the
enemy to obtain any advantage over them, and maintaining their cause
in face of the most virulent and persistent attempts to obtain their hurt.

THE MOABITES AND THEIR KING'S TERROK. King Balak
and his people saw ‘‘ all that Israel did to the Amorites” (Num. 22, 2-4),
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and rightly judged that these Israelites’ power was supernatural and
from God. To divert that stream of blessing by putting something
between God and His people seemed the only way to prevent their own
ruin,

AN AGENT SOUGHT AND FOUND. !Balak and his people
would have a man and a religion similar to the sacrifices of Israel, and
‘Balaam, son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, evidently had a reputation
as a seer or priest of great ability, and he could be *“ hired” (Deut. 23.4);
and hired he was.

THE KING'S GREAT DESIRE. “Curse me, Jacob.” So said
Balak the enemy, who was willing to spend money, and do anything,
that a blight might fall on God’s people. God’s people ever have a great
enemy (1 Pet. 5. 8). But‘ God hath not cursed” (verse 8) ... ' He
hath blessed’” (verse 20). Not only negative, but positive. No blessing
can be except from God (James 1. 17), and no curse avails against His
blessing (Rom. 8. 31, 34).

BALAAM’S DESIRE FOR HIMSELF. “Let me die” Even in
death the Christian is blessed (Rev. 14. 13; Ps. 116. 15). Many would
like to die like Christians who will not be Christians in life. *‘*My last
end "—that is my eternal portion, for death is not the final end of any
(see Matt. 25. 34-46).

THE KING'S GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT.. His labour and
money were wasted, his sacrifices in vain, ‘ God is not a man, that He
should . . . or repent” (verse 19). His covenant had been made and
His purpose formed. No third party can interfere. Balak’s anger
against Balaam is described in chapter 24. 10, 11.

GOD'S TESTIMONY ABOUT HIS PEOPLE. ‘He hath not
beheld iniquity in Jacob.” How is this? Had they none? Yes, they
had; but God had dealt with it in atoning work. In order that it
might be removed He provided the sacrifice—and the faces of the
cherubim were toward the blood on the mercy-seat. Blessed truth!
“There is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus”’ (Rom. 8. 1).
The perfect work of Christ meets all claims, and God delights to “ re-
member no more’’ (Heb. ro0. 17).

GOD'S GREAT WORK FOR HIS PEOPLE. ‘What hath God
wrought.,” Note it is and was God’s work—no creature work—*all
things are of God ” (z Cor. 5.18); *‘we are His workmanship ” (Eph. z. 10).
What God has done will be the theme of the redeemed in the ages to
come (Ps. 22. 31). This theme is very large; it embraces creation and
redemption—the Cross and all that flows from it.

17th April. Read Deuteronomy 34. 1-12. Learn Psalm 37. 37.

DEATH OF MOSES.

A shlemn day, the last on earth—Need not be a sad day—Ought to be a glad
day—Going up with God and to God—A glorious outlook—A ‘wondrous
burial—Ancestral worship—Thedmparted Spirit.

ONE hundred and twenty years seems a long time; not long com-
pared with the age of Methusaleh, 969 years, and nothing in view
of eternity, but long compared with our short lives now. They had
passed over Moses’ head, and now he has come to the end. Itis a
solemn thing to wake one morning and that the lasfé/ If we knew it,
how different everything would appear; how would we act? It is very
wise always to be and do as those who are on short notice (James 4. 14).
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IN GLORIOUS COMPANY AND A GREAT OUTLOOK. Moses
went up from the plains of Moab, up mount Nebo’s height to Pisgah’s
point of eminence, so far as we know alone, alone with God. What a
lovely picture—the old man turns from blesging God’s people, and
ascends to, and with the God of the people to view, the place of the
people. Does not the blessed Lord Jesus rise up before the mind (see
Luke 24. 50; Acts 1. 10; John 14.2)? bhut Moses could not promise to
come back for them as Jesus did.

SEEN AT LAST, THE LONG LOOKED FOR. “This is the
Land.” Spread out before the old servant’s eyes lay the Promised Land
—the land flowing with milk and honey. Love showed it to him, and
justice kept him out. What a mercy that love and justice met on the
Cross (Psalt 55. 10), and the way to heaven is open even to those who
have sinned.

THE END OF THE RIGHTEOUS. “So Moses died.” We are
reminded of Stmeon (Luke 2. 29) ; his eyes filled, his heart satisfied with
Jesus, he desired to depart. Moses must have had great joy in seeing
that promise nearly completed (Heb. 11. 13), even though he could not
enter. See also Jesus’ view in His dying (Isaiah 53. ro; Heb, 12. 2).

IN GOD'S PRIVATE CEMETERY. “God buried him.” What
an honourable burial. Loving hands buried Jesus (Mark 15. 46); devout
men buried Stephen (Acts 8. 2); but God Himself interred His faithful
servant (Psalm 116. 15). God put His own private mark on the spot
where the dust of His servant lies, and knows where to find it. God
does not mean us to worship ancestors or their graves (as the Chinese
and others do), for if any man deserved a mausoleum Moses did.

THE WORK TO BE CARRIED ON. Now that Moses was gone,
the people were not left orphans (John 14. 18); the Spirit which was in
Moses was imparted to Joshua, the son of Nun, to carry on the work
begun by the servant of God. This is parallel to Acts 2. 4, where we find
that Jesus being glorified, the Holy Spirit comes upon the disciples to
fit them to carry on that which Jesus degan to do and teach (Acts 1. 1).
QOur lesson brings before us our Lord Jesus in His wondrous death,
burial, resurrection, and ascension, as well as the descent and action of
the Holy Spirit. :

24th April. Read John 13. 1-17. Learn Mark 10. 45.

JESUS, THE PATTERN SERVANT.

Lord of all, yet lowly—Complete obz=dience —Endless love—Intelligent love—
‘The lowest place—The disciples’ need —The greater washing and the lesser
—A great example.

E now seek to consider Jesus as the Perfect Servant—Servant of

God and Servant of man—perfect in loving obedience to His

Father God—perfect in His love service to man,—a sweet revelation of

His grace in humbling Himself to the servants’ place among His dis-
ciples, and thus giving example and precept to all His followers.

AN INTELLIGENT SERVICE. Our Lord Jesus, ‘“knowing that
the Father had given all things into His hands,” used those hands to
serve His unworthy and humble own. His heavenly origin and glory
past and-to come were well in view.

A LOWLY SERVICE. Jesus was in this act taking the place ofa
slave (1 Sam. 25. 41). Laying aside His garments—a very significant act
(Phil. 2. 7)—Jesus took a towel (a servant’s utensil), and girded Himself
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{an active servant’s act), and poured water in a basin (a servant’s duty),
and began to wash (a lowly servant’s work) the disciples’ feet.

A NECESSARY SERVICE. Peter protested, and Jesus said, “If I
wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me.” Not only do we need Jesus
as Saviour to die once for all for our sins, but we need the precious
Blood in connection with our * walk” as believers (1 John 1. g).

A BENEFICIAL SERVICE. ¢ Clean every whit” is a blessed con-
dition—so free from pollution and stain through Christ’s cleansing that
God’s holiness is satisfied (John 15. 3; Eph. 5. 26).

AN INEFFECTUAL SERVICE. ‘Not all” indicates Judas. The
outward washing had no inward meaning in his case (2 Cor. 13. 5). by

AN INSTRUCTIVE SERVICE. “1Ihave given you an example.”
A lesson in humility, love, and tenderness—*‘ Ye should do as I have
done ” (Matt. 11. 29 ; 1 Pet. 2. 21).§

A HAPPY SERVICE. ‘ Happy are ye if ye do.” The secret of
true soul bliss is here; that is, putting head knowledge into heart
and hand practice (James 1, 22-25),

1st May. Read Joshua 1, 1-18. . Learn Isaiah 55. 4.

JOSHUA, THE LEADER.

The people’s need provided for—God’s Vicegerent appointed—Possession vested
in a Person for the people—According to the Written Book—Diligent study
necessary—Implicit obedience required.

HE faithful servant of God, Moses, has been ‘‘taken up higher,”
and God has His chosen man ready also for promotion to the
vacant post, Tried and tested and fitted, as well as found fit, is the
once young servant of Moses, Joshua, son of Nun, whose name signifies
‘‘Jehovah is salvation”; Jesus is the Greek form of the same name
(Hebrews 4. 8).

THE LEADER APPOINTED. Joshua would be about 8o years of
age at his appointment; he had been born in Egypt’s slavery, and would
be about 40 when the exodus took place. He had been with the people
all through their desert experience, and was one of the two faithful spies
(Num. 13), and only he and Caleb of all who left Egypt entered the
Promised Land.

THE WORK TO BE DONE. Joshua was God’s Vicegerent, and
in him the people received the Land of Promise (verse 3); wherever
Joshua gut his foot, became the property of God’s people. So in
our Lord Jesus, the believer isin possession ‘‘in Him’ of all that He
occupies as the leader and forerunner of His people (Eph. 1. 3; Heb.
9. 12, I35).

THE PROMISE MADE. ‘Not any man shall be able to stand be-
fore thee.” This was literally fulfilled ; great success attended Joshua’s
leading. ‘‘I will be with theg;” as God had been with Moses so with
Joshua would be. This is a tower of strength and ground of courage
(Heb. 13. 5, 6). Extensive dominion and victory were promised Joshua;
universal dominion and victory belong to Jesus (1 Cor. 15. 25; Luke1.33).

THE CONDITIONS LAID DOWN. All must be done in accordance
with ‘God’s righteousness (verses 7, 8). Joshua was to be a student of
God’s Word, so that God’s work would be done in God’s way. Jesus
was the Perfect Student of the Word (Psalm 4o0. 8; Isaiah s50. 4).
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# THE PEOPLE'S PROMISE. Perfect and unanimous obedience
was accorded to Joshua (verses 16, 17, 18). God’s man had his proper
place. Jesus is worthy of perfect Lordship. Joshua reached the place of
rule by way of service faithful and true to and for the people. Jesus has
reached the Lordship and rule by a truer and -lowlier path of service,
even unto death (Phil. 2..7-12; Rom. 14. 9; 2 Cor. 10. 5).

————"

THE PENALTY OF REBELLION. “Whosoever shall rebel . . .
he shall be put to death” (verse 18). God’s man is in authority ; who
ever resists him resists God (Rom. 13. 2). The Gospel of Jesus Christ
contains in it salvation and condemnation side by side (2 Cor. 2. 13, 16)
It is revealed for the obedience of faith (Rom. 1. 5); unbelief is dis-
obedience—unbelief is death. .

8th May. Read Joshua 3. 9-17, Learn Galatians 6. 14.
CROSSING JORDAN.

The last great barrier—The Forerunner—Power over death—Safe and firm stand-
ing - Death and resurrection—Dead, yet living—Buried and risen.

THE redeemed people, after forty years’ desert experience, at length

stand on the home side of the wilderness. Ere entering that long
promised rest, atnother exhibition of God’s power and love is given. The
swollen waters of a Jor (a river), dan (death), flowing into the Dead Sea,
typical of the stream of death—a seemingly impassable barrier—lay 1n
the path. If they are to enter, it must be crossed. But how? In aman-
ner worthy of God !

THE DIVINE PRESENCE. The Ark of the Covenant occupies a
very prominent place in the gassage, and we know that that Ark typified
the Lord Jesus in His * tabernacling among men.” It contained and
bore the whole unbroken law, the pot of manna, the Aaron’s rod ; on it
was sprinkled atoning blood,shed for the people.

IN THE DEPTHS. Two thousand cubits—a Sabbath-day’s journey
—about three quarters of a mile—the Ark went, leading the way (Heb.
6. 20) into the very domain of death (Heb. 2. 14), that there, in full view
of the people, the power of the river might be paralysed, and a safe and
dry passage secured for the wkole company.

DEATH VANQUISHED. ¢ Waters stood and rose up.” Asthe feet
of the ark-bearers touched the brim, the flowing waters piled up on the
one hand and flowed away on the other, leaving the rocky bed bare for
the people to pass over (Isa. 43. 2).

A DOUBLE TYPE. ‘ Twelve men.” Outof every tribe a represen-
tative to act for the people. These took each a stone OUT of the bed of
the river, and built a monument IN THE LAND, and other twelve stones
they left as a monument IN THE RIVER. Here we have two things—in
‘death and beyond it ; buried, and yet alive (Rom. 6. 4; Gal. 2. 20).

COMPLETE SALVATION. ¢Clean over Jordan,” That is, alto-
gether over and ALL together over. Not a baby left on the desert side—
not one lost half-way (John 17. 12; 10. 28). By virtue of their covenant
relationship, figured in the ark, they passed safely through death’s
swelling flood and reached their home beyond it.

HEAVENLY GLORY. Believers in Jesus are in union with Him
who has the keys of death and hell (Rev. 1. 18); and death hath no
dominion over Him or His (Rom, 6. 8). Soon in resurrection glory the
ransomed will shout, ‘“ O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory ? ” (z Cor. 15. 55). 6
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WORD AND WORK AMONGST YOUNG FOLKS.

COMING EVENTS. — Half-yearly Conference of Sunday-school
Workers will be held in Garscube Hall, GLASGOW, on Saturday, April 23,
at 4.30. Mr. J. Hixon Irving will introduce the subject...Half-years’ Con-
ference of Workers in Waterloo Hall, KILMARNOCK, on April 23, at <.
Subject: ““The Gospel: Its Origin, End, and Present Power,” iutro-
duced by Mr. john Ferguson, followed by Mr. Jas. Wilson, Mr. Alex.
Brown, and others,

TRIALS AND TRIUMPHS of the Sunday-school Teacher was the
subject of Conference of Workers in Kensington Hall, BRADFORD, on
March 5. Opened by Mr. Hy. Pickering, editor of Boys and Girls, followed
by Messrs. W. H, Stancomb, Rosslyn Holiday, J. Robertson (Harrogate),
and others. Hall full. Such a hearty band of teachers gives hope of
“ much fruit” in the future. .

CHILDREN’'S GATHERINGS.—In the new Diamond Gospel Hall,
KILMORE HILT, Co. Down, the children assembled on January g9 were
addressed by the veterans Archibald Bell, J. B. Kingston, and Mr. Milli.
gan...A weekly class of neglected boys and girls at LEOMINSTER have
been quite interested inm searching for the “how longs,” ¢ wells,” &c.,
of the Bible...How many assemblies have collections for SPECIAL
MEETINGS amongst young folks or for those who lay themselves out
for this line? Are ous own children not as precious as those of Africa,
Spain, India, &c.?

BRINGING IN THE SHEAVES. —A few members of the Bible
Class in Old School, BOTHWELL, have recently gladdened the hearts of
the saints by their confessing faith in Christ...Mt. John M‘Kenna had
the joy of winning svme young folks for Jesus in THORNLIEBANK...
Mr. James Forbes had five weeks' meetings in GREENOCK. Several
young folks confessed Christ...781 scholars attend school at FEATHER-
STONE, Yorks. About 40 were converted at Mr, Walter E. Willy’s meet-
ings. Tuesday night meeting continued since...School in HARROGATE
is becoming too small. Over a dozen have been converted during year..
Quite a number of children of believers professed during recent visit of
Mr, Walter E. Willy to BLACKBURN. :

NEWS FROM AFAR.—Mr. F. 8. Arnot, editor of Across the Seas, is
setting out to visit missionaries in Belgium, France, Portugal, and
Central Africa..17 young men and women recently confessed faith in
Christ by baptism at AGARTHAPALEM, India...Mr. John Clark, of KONI
HiLl, Garenganze, Central Africa, reports that his school is much thinner
as the boys have to frighten the birds off the crops. . Day-school has again
begun at DEMERARA, British Gujana. A young man converted five
years ago is devoting all his time to this work..Mr. Wylam H. King, of
GIMJUR, India, has started a new village school. 32 came first Sunday ;
thou%h timid and shy, they will soon gain confidence and increase in
numbers.

BOYS AND GIRLS, the favourite Sunday-school paper, contains:
“ News from the Wanderer,” by Hy.P., with picture by Stanley R.
Forbes, AR.A.; “A Woman’s Brave Deed,” by Wm. Luff, with photo
of Potsdam Place, Berlin; ‘“ How God Saved a Scotch Laddie” (in broad
Scotch), by Jas. Clifford, with photo; ‘“His Last Football Match,” by
D.J.B., with photo; * An Unfruftful Tree,” by D. M‘Murdo, with original
sketch; *‘ Japan and Russia.” with picture; * Studies in Stars,” by T. R.
Dale, with original sketch, &c. 8 pages, 8 pictures. Halfpenny.

TALES OF THE SEA.—A new series of true and interesting stories
which boys will read, with pointed Gospel applications, should teet a
need in many Suunday schools for suitabe lliterature. Assorted kinds,
2/ per 100, post free,
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