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TABLE TALK,

By G. Howpexy Pixw,

T the late General Gordon should have a biographer
in the future, such a writer will be able to glean
over 2 wide field, for new facts about the Christian
soldier appear from time to time in various works.
Thus in the exceedingly interesting book which
Mrs. Bryson issues through Messrs. Hodder &
Stoughton—* John Kenneth Mackenzie : Medical
Missionary to China”—we have some references
which admirers of Gordon will not overlook.

In 1880, Gordon went to Tien-tsin by request,
to discuss the difficulties which were then per-
plexing the Chinese Government, and, as the guest of the Viceroy,
had ¥ splendid accommodation after the Chinese style.” Mackenzie
remarks: “I was greatly delighted and instructed by his genial
conversation. He is a Christian soldier, reminding one of Havelock,
and a man of men., He is looking strong and hearty, and has a very
pleasing face. Evidently, from his conversation, he is a very earnest
student of the Bible, which was lying on the table at his side. He
spoke of his own spiritual experience, of his faith that God would
not allow him to want, and therefore he felt that he had no right
to store up money or give any anxious thought to the future.”

Speaking of preaching, Gordon said “he helieved in preaching by
the life.” He had no faith in the too common advice, “ Do good and
you will go to heaven; do evil and you will go to hell. For himself,
. he preferred living with the publicans rather than with the pharisees.”
He believed that the true life followed that of this world, and hence
‘he ““Jonged for death, which appeared to him to be a much-desired
event, leading to the haven of rest.”

There are also a number of scattered notices of General Gordon in
the collection of letters of Lieut. Thomas Lyster, entitled * With
Gordon in China,” issued by Mr. T. Fisher Unwin. The General did
what he could for the Chinese Government in trying to put down the
Taiping rebellion—an outbreak which was characterised by all the
amazing cruelties which are common to heathen armies. We learn

Footsteps of Truth - New Series 10 (1892)



Footsteps of Truth - New Series 10 (1892)

s TABLE TALK.

that the Chinese authorities offered him “a lot of money” for the
service he rendered, and did so in accordance with the usual custom,
All such rewards were refused by the General, however, who had
nothing of the spirit of self-seeking in his nature. His reply was,
“The services of an English officer cannot be bought with money.”
Well might Lieut. Lyster add, “He is doing a good deal for the honour
of the English name in China.” Unhappily, however, natives of pagan
nations too often judge of Christian powers by nominal Christian
representatives, and this not only leads to wrong judgments, but also
leads to a great deal of trouble.
* * *

The report ot the Directors of Conviet and Local Prisons shows
that there is a further decrease in the number of criminals of all grades,
and we shall make no mistake if we attribute this in ‘the main to that
Christian effort for the reclamation of the criminal class which has
been. perseveringly made during fourteen years. The present directors
took charge of the prisons in 1877, and in that same yearr Mr. George
Hatton commenced his work among discharged prisoners. Some
21,000 are discharged in the course of a year from London prisons
alone, and about two-thirds of these came within the influence of-the
St. Giles’s Christian Mission. In twelve years the population of the
local prisons has fallen from 20,833 to 13,076. In about the same
period the population of the conviet prisons has also fallen off from
10,671 to 5,334, or less than half, notwithstanding the increase in the
population  As a consequence, eight large prisons, sufficing for the
accommodation of between six and seven thousand persons, have been
closed, and the cost of maintenance of convict establishments alone is
over £230,000 a year less than it was fourteen years ago. From this
it would seem that there is some profit, even to the taxpayer, in

earnest Christian work. :
% * *

1f it be true that Christian people in general do not read the
monthly periodieals issued by missionary societies, it has been proved
that they will read good missionary literature if it is provided for
them. The ILife of Mackay, of Uganda, sold well; and now, after
commanding an extensive sale in the more expensive form of two
volumes, the autobiography of J. G. Paton, missionary to the New
Hebrides, is issued by Messrs. Hodder & Stoughton in one volume.
1t looks as if, after all, there was more interest taken in mission work
than some have been disposed to imagine. Otherwise, how shall we
account for the fact that this book has been translated into German,
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and portions of it into IFrench, Italian, Spanish, and several other
languages, including Chinese and some of the dialects of India?

* * *

The blind are an afflicted class; but they are in a much more
favoured position than was the case some fifty years ago. The new
edition of Frances Martin’s ¢ Elizabeth Gilbert, and her Work for the
Blind,” is a striking account of what the blind daughter of the late
Bishop of Chichester was able to effect in the way of procuring work
for the poorest class of sightless persons, and making a market for
their manufactures. Miss Gilbert thought that this work was given
her of God, and entered into it with enthusiasm. ¢ A small cellar in
Holborn, at the rent of Is. 6d. per week, was enough for a beginning.
But before her death she could point to large and well-appointed
workshops in almost every city in England where blind men and
women are employed, where tools have been invented by or modified
for them, where agencies have been established for the sale of their
- work.” '

* * *

To readers of the future, who, next to the great preacher himself,
will be the best-remembered member of the Spurgeon family? At
present, it looks as though the late James Spurgeon, of Stambourne,
will be the man; and the reason is, that he was not only one of those
whose memories are fragrant, and whom people love to remember,
Mr. Spurgeon himself has written enough about his grandfather to
immortalise his name. Then, the old Puritan preacher is the chief
hero of that lively little book just published — “ Memories of
Stambourne.” That book is not complete, however; and a new
edition can have some interesting additions made to it. We have an
acquaintance who knew old Mr. James Spurgeon, and can tell things
about him. Then the opening article in T'he Sword and Trowel for
January will be an additional chapter about Stambourne and its pastor,
which those who have seen the ¢ Memories ” will like to read. When
we think of him we are reminded of one of his best sayings— My
“grandson can preach better than I can; but he cannot preach a better
Gospel.”

* % *

Dr. Barnardo has now 4,150 of “ other people’s children ” under his
care, and, in addition, has during the past 26 years rescued from the
street, the workhouse, and the gaol 18,736 little * waifs and strays,”
all of whom have been, after careful training, placed out in life to earn
their own bread by hounest labour.

* * *

The interest attached to the Christian poet William Cowper is
~perennial; and we are always ready to welcome any fresh sketch Jof
Olney and Weston, each village being much as it was 100 years ago.
There is a sketeh of Olney in Mr. E. 8. Roscoe’s * Buckinghamshire
Sketches,” just issued by Messrs. Cassell & Co., besides two capital
engravings of Cowper's garden and of Weston Underwood.
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OLD PEARLS ON NEW STRINGS.

No. 1.

¢ I shall not want,”—Psalm xxiii. 1.

—RIE
/

By Wiruiam Lurr,

@T is easy to repeat the words of an old MS, copy of the Lord’s

Prayer, said to have been written by King James I.—
¢ Glive us this day, wherewith to clothe us, wherewith to be fed;
For without Thee we want our daily bread.”

Thank the Good Father some of us have never had to pray the
prayer in sight of an empty cupboard ; such, however, was the experi-
ence of the man about whom I write, and of whom I heard from one
who knew the circumstances,

He was a Christian working man, but for some time he had been out
of employment. No work meant no wages, and no wages came to
mean no food for him and his family.

No work, no food! Perhaps that is true in spiritual matters as
well as temporal : if we do not serve, we cannot truly feast.

Occasional odd jobs had kept starvation away for a few weeks;
but one Saturday night there was only food enough for supper and
breakfast. I fancy some who have wonderful faith on a full larder
would find their faith diminish with their provisions. Not so our
friend. His faith was in God, not in his goods, and God was as full
as ever.

The week closed with praise, and the Lord’s Day dawned with a
song. Thanks were said over the last fragments; breakfast was finished,
and the good man prepared to go to his chapel, in the south-west of
London.

“ Wife,” said he, “lay the cloth for dinner as usual; the TLord will
provide.”

He had said He would, and faith believed He would ; though how,
was past finding out.

The service over, the father came home with an appetite, and so did
the children., He half expected something would have happened in his
absence; but though the cloth was laid, plates, knives, and forks all
in their places, the more important items were missing,

The wife’s faith gave.way, and she said, ‘ljfow, where is_the

providing ? »

Footsteps of Truth - New Series 10 (1892)



Footsteps of Truth - New Series 10 (1892)

OLD PEARLS ON NEW STRINGS. 7

Tt was a cruel speech; but perhaps it sounded worse under the
circumstances than she really meant.

The father still stuck to his text, “The Lord will provide,” so,
taking them all to the bedroom, he knelt and told his Father all
about it.

The Roman Catholics count their beads when they pray : he counted
his pearls. Here are a few :—

The Lord “ giveth food to the hungry” (Ps. exlvi. 7).

“ Trust in the Lord, and do good; . . . verily thou shalt be fed”
(Ps. xxxvii, 3).

“ There is no want to them that fear Him” (Ps. xxxiv. 9).

“ Give us this day our daily bread ” (Matt. vi. 11).

“ Bread shall be given him ” (Isa. xxxiii. 16).

“ Thou preparest a table before me ” (Ps. xxiii. 5).

“ Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things ¥ (Matt. vi. 32).

“ My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus ” (Phil. iv, 19).

With such pearls as these the poor man’s purse seemed enriched,
while they even made a necklace for his doubting wife, The moments
fled ; they were in ecarnest in their prayers and perfectly absorbed;
but they had to come downstairs to the empty plates and clean
knives.

Praise the Lord! what a change had taken place! A joint, a dish
of potatoes, and a Joaf had filled in the ugly vacant places, so that now
the table looked beautiful to behold, especially to hungry eyes.

But whence had these things come? That was a mystery. One
thing was certain: whatever ravens had brought them, the bread and
meal, and the potatoes, too, were from the Lord ; so to Him they gave
thanks, .

It was some time before the secret was discovered, and thus it came
about. The Wesleyan preacher at the chapel noticed the face of the
poor working man, and when he got home, he said:

“ By the look of that man, I feel he is hard up; suppose we send
round a dinner! The servant was called and despatched. Arrived at
the house, she gained admission ; but as no one seemed about, and as
the dining-room was ready for dinner, she quietly deposited her load
upon the bare table and departed.

Thus God answered prayer and honoured the faith that could trust
Him in the presence of an empty cupboard and provisionless board.
We have the same pearls of promise ; may we have the same precious
faith in like difficulties and at all times,
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CHRIST REVEALED IN THE LEVITICAL
OFFERINGS.

By TuoMAs NEWBERRY, Editor of “ The Englishman’s Bible.”

Levrricus ii. 4.

Verse 4, ““And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering
[gift offering] baken in tke oven.”

This is faith’s memorial of Christ on Calvary, when drawing nigh
to God in the value of His sacrifice and work,

It is the realisation of Christ’s sufferings on the cross in their most
solemn aspect.

The sufferings of Jesus in accomplishing His atoning work were
from three different sources. '

First, rrom Gop. In the secret experience of His soul, shut in
with God, an experience unrecognised by outward sight. This is
gymbolised by the gift offering baken in the oven. This inward
experience is expressed in Ps. xxii. 1-5, and especially during those
three solemn hours of awful darkness. Then the sun was darkened,
and became invisible not only throughout the whole land, but it may
be, as a telegraphic signal, flashed from star to star, and from world to
world, throughout the universe, as the sign that then was being
accomplished the most stupendous event in the annals of eternity.
This was redemption through the blood of the Lamb, thus making
provision at once for the putting away of sin, and laying the foundation
for peace and security to the whole creation of God for time and
for eternity (Col. i. 20),

As the appearance of the star in the east was the sign of the birth
of Immanuel, so the disappearance of the sun at noon-day was the
signal of His death.

This darkness continued from the sixth to the ninth hour, and
about the ninth hour the pent-up feelings of Immanuel gave vent in

those impassioned accents, “ My God, My God, why didst Thou
forsake Me?”

“ It shall be unleavened cakes [pierced cakes] of fine flour mingled
with oil.”

The “fine flour” is emblematic of the pure, holy, humanity of the
Son of Man, the “ woman’s seed,” the virgin’s Son. ‘ Unleavened,” for,
though made in all points like unto His brethren, and “in the likeness
of sinful flesh,” He was perfectly without sin—¢ holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners.”

The Hebrew word here rendered “cakes” is from a root which
signifies to pierce, to wound, to afflict. It points to Christ as
the *“Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;” ¢ His visage was
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go marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of
men.” -
“ Mingled with oil.” ~ This was expressed by the angel in those
words concerning His virgin mother, “That which is conceived in her
is of the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 1. 20); and, again, in his words to Mary,
¢ T'he Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee :. therefore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1, 35). Thus, as
every particle of the fine flour was saturated with oil, so every
thought, every feeling, of the Man Christ Jesus was pervaded by the
Holy Ghost. He was in every respect TRULY human, but in no one
respect was He MERELY human; it was, if we may so express it, a
spiritualised humanity. He was full of the Holy Ghost even from His
infaney, and as He increased in years we read, “ And the Child grew,
and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and e grace of God
was upon Him” (Luke ii. 40).

“ Or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.”

The root of the Hebrew word for ¢ wafer” signifies EMepry. This
typifies Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, and thought it
not robbery to be equal with God, yet exmpriep Himself when He took
upon Him the form of a servant (Phil. ii. 6, 7); so that He could truly
say, “1 can of Mine own self do nothing:” * My doctrine is not Mine,
but His that sent Me;” “The words that 1 speak unto you I speak not
of Myself: the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works.” But
while thus dependent on the Father’s will, and upon the Spirit’s power,
He could say, and did say, “ The Spirit of Jehovah is upon Me, because
He anointed Me” (Luke iv. 18,19), Thus He was truly the Messiah,
the Christ, the Anointed One, as His name both in Hebrew and Greek
signifies. In His title as “ Jesus Christ,” the name “ Jesus”—that is,
Jehovah the Saviour-——connects Him with the Triune (God Jehovah, and
especially with the Father. The title “Christ” identifies Him with the
Holy Ghost.

The manhood which the Son of God took when He became incarnate
was a manhood which was subservient to the will of God and depen-
dent on the wisdom and power of God.

But this very */kenosis,” or emptying of Himself as Son of Man,
made way for the bringing in of the wilk of the Father which sent Him,
so that it became His meat and drink to do it; and it also made way
for the wisdom and power of the Holy Ghost, in whose energy he
taught and acted.

And herein He was an example for us, according to His own .
words, ¢ As the living Father sent Me, and I live by the Father:
so He that eateth Me, even He shall live by Me ” (John vi. 57). Jesus
thus lived a life of dependence on His heavenly Father, so the believer
is called to live a life of dependence on the Son of God. Our truest
wisdom is to say with Paul, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
Me: and the life that 1 now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the
Son of God” (Gal. ii. 20). So that, while we are empty and insufficient
1n ourselves, we are complete in Him, whose grace is sufficient for us,
and whose strength is made perfect in weakness,
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“ECOSEVEPHERON.”

Y% OT long ago, while passing along a busy London thoroughfare,
N the above strange heading, placarded up in huge letters across
a warehouse, arrested my attention. What could it mean?
I was not long kept in ignorance, for, happily, I soon met with a friend
who was able to give me the explanation, namely,
“] CARRY SAFELY,”
referring to the removal of furniture. Two texts immediately flashed
across my mind—* Even to hoary hairs will I carry you” (Isa. xlvi. 4) ;
“ He led them on safely, so that they feared not” (Ps. Ixxviii. 53). It
may be helpful to notice a few spiritual truths which “ Ecosevepheron”
suggests.

First of all, we have the idea of A REMovAL. The goods are taken
from one place to another. The old home is left for a new one. “O0ld
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor.
v. 17). All who have placed themselves in the hands of Him who has
promised to * carry safely ” have left the old haunts of sin. They are
removed, from “ the house of the wicked” (Prov. xiv. 11) to * the house of
the righteous” (Prov. xii. 7).

Another point we might notice is that T@ERE 1s No RIsE. The
furniture is committed to the care of the remover, who undertakes to
deposit everything safely in the new abode. All responsibility rests
with him, The owner has no fear, no anxiety. He places full confi-
dence in the one who has undertaken the work; he knows that all will
be well in the hands of him who has guaranteed perfect security, and
who_understands far better than he the secret of carrying safely.
“I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able
to keep that which I have committed unto Him” (2 Tim.i.12). 1Is
there not a lesson for us here? Have we committed, not only our soul,
but everything else to Iim, quietly, confidently, taking no anxious
thought as to the result? Alas! how often, instead of placing all
under His care, we give Him part of the burden, and struggle along
with the rest ourselves! Instead of a full surrender to the Great
Remover, who understands completely the best way of carrying safely,
we try and do a little removing on our own account; consequently,
there are many precious things lost, and others broken and marred by
the dust and mire of life’s journey, that otherwise would have been
preserved perfect and pure. Let all be committed “ unto Him that is
able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of His glory ” (Jude 24),
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Then THEEE WILL BE NO BREAKAGE. Nothing broken, nothing
marred, nothing lost. ¢ Those that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and
none _of them is Jost” (John xvii. 12). He will carry safely through-
out the journey, “ BY SEs, ROAD, OR RAIL.” By sex: when tossed
upon the waves of sorrow, which threaten to swamp the fragile bark,
His voice will whisper a  Peace, be still,” and all will come *safe to
land.” By road: when we are shaken over the ruts and stones of life,
and forced to pass through rough and thorny ways, He will steady,
with His hand of love, the shaking load, and still *carry safely.” By
rail : amid the roar and bustle of the world’s machinery, in the giddy
Tush and turmoil, He will ever keep that which we have committed to
His care, and at last bring us safely to THE

DEsTINATION. The furniture-remover’s power is limited; he can
only remove safely from one part of the world to another; but He
who carries us will bear us from the * earthly house” to the “building
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”
(2 Cor. v.1). It will be a final removal, a safe deposit for eternity.
The journey may seem a long and tedious one, but ¢the wheels of
time are ever turning,” alnd each revolution brings us nearer to our
glorious home above. ‘ Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be
safe” (margin, “set on high ”). May God help us to see “ Ecoseve-
pheron ” written across every step of the way; amid the rumbling of
the wheels of life may we hear His blessed words of promise, “1I
carry safely.” Let everything be given to His care—our time, our life,
our talents—until the happy hour when we shall be “ecarried by the
angels” into His presence for ever and ever.

Carried safely, nothing fearing ; Carried safely o’er the ocean
Like a shepherd, He will bear— When the waves of trouble roar;
In his arms the weak and weary, Clouds of darkest night may blind us,
When the way is rough and dreary— But the early dawn will find us
All committed to His care. Safely landed on the shore.
Carried safely, firm and steady, Carried safely (blessed promise! ) —
For His cords of love are sure; Never will His guidance cease ;
He will hold amid the shaking, In the turmoil of the world-strife,
Keep the quiv'ring load from breaking, | In the tumult of the heart-life,
And * present ” us ‘¢ faultless,” pure. Borne along in perfect peace.

Carried safely, till the spirit

Shall be freed from earthly bands ;
Safe at home, where none can sever,
Resting in the bright forever,

In the “house not made with hands,”

F. M. Tavror.
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THE “I AMS” AND THE “I WILLS” OF
CHRIST.

By AnNNA BooBBYER.

“Call unto Me and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things
which thou knowest not.,’—Jer.

that we can here attempt is to give a slight introduction to the

inexhaustible theme. I @m is the Name by which Jehovah
revealed Ilimself to the children of Israel; while in later days the Lord
Jesus also revealed Himself as the great I am, God manifest in the
flesh. And as the 1 am, He, and He alone, can say of all things, and
to all people, I will.

The revelations made to us, and couched in these words, are
marvellous indeed. They relate to wondrous and eternal truths and
blessed and solemn determinations. In order to take in such a subject
we need both a telescopic and a microscopic view—a wide and com-
prehensive, as well as a distinet, minute, and separate examination;
although in these pages we can only glance at the comprehensive and
general view.

It is important, in the first place, to see clearly that there are a few
scattered and isolated I ayms and 1 wints from the commencement of
our Lord’s public ministry to the close; but, in addition to these, there
are three distinct and separate series of 1 ams and I wills linked together
as though the Lord would suggest to our minds, I, the great I am, have
the power to say 1 will, and I make use of that power on behalf of My
disciples, so closely are these I ams and I wills blended together at
certain periods of His life.

It may perhaps be well to refer first to a few of the scattered I ams
and 7/ wills, which commence soon after our Lord’s baptism. He gives
utterance to the first 7 will on that first visit to the Temple when
His public ministry definitely commenced ; and it is the important
T will of vesurrection, and of temple building—* Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up.” This is a connecting thread with
the teaching given on our Lord’s last visit to the Temple, when He
taught that “ The stone rejected by the builders had become the head
of the corner.” The rest is implied; He the chief corner stone, His
people the stones, brought from all parts to make up the building, and
complete the structure of the great spiritual Temple typified from the
days of Solomon. The practical lesson let us bear in mind, even the
blessed truth that we are to be workers together with Him. Soon after
this first £ will comes the first 1 am, and 1t is most blessed to note that
this grand revelation, “ I am the Christ,” was made, not to the proud
and learned Jews who sent a deputation from the Sanhedrim to John
the Baptist at Bethabara, but to the poor sinful woman of Samaria;
while another 7 am, standing alone in its beauty and grandeur, is
spoken to a sorrowing woman mourning her dead brother. Lazarus

@HE I ams and the Jwills of our Lord are a study by themselves ; all
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had lain in the grave four days when our Lord said unto Martha, «“ T
am the resurrection and the life.”

The I will of soul winning is exceedingly precious. ¢ Come ye after
Me, and I will make you to become fishers of men” (Mark 1. 17). Let
us associate this promise with the command, “ Covet earnestly the best
gifts.” The glorious 7 will of confession, and the solemn I will of
dental, occur in our Lord’s charge to the twelve Apostles when sending
them forth two and two, though not limiting the promise and the
threatening to them, but widening it unmistakably under the two
whosoevers. “ Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him will T
also contess before My Father which is in Heaven. But whosoever
shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father
which is in heaven.” Study in connection with Mark viii. 38. ‘

The 1 will of rest is very decisive. ‘Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I well give you rest.”

Mark also the I will of healing. **I will, be thou clean,” and the
“ Iwill of disposal.” *Jesus saith unto Peter, ¢ If 1 will that he tarry
till 1 come, what is that to thee? Follow thou Me” (John xxi. 22),

But we must now seek a clear view of the three distinct series of
the I ams and the 1 wills.

The two first series will be found in seasons of our Lord’s deepest
humiliation before men, while the third series comes down from His
exaltation in glory, where He is now *in the presence of God for us.”
We must examine each in turn, marking specially, that with slight
exceptions these grand utterances, both in the first and second series,
occur in the Gospel of St. John, that Gospel which so distinctly
setg forth Christ in His Godhead; while the third series will be
found in the Book of the Revelation, which just as vividly sets the
Lord before us in His Divine majesty, written, too, by the same
beloved and honoured disciple who was an ¢ eye-witness of His glory.”

The first series of the I ams and the 7 wills occur at a very marked
period in the life of Christ, from the Feast of the Passover to the
Feast of Tabernacles; thus covering some months. This first series
commences in John vi. at that Passover to which our Lord did not go
up. The Galilean ministry had lasted about a year, and the year had
been so full of blessed service, and Jesus had been so sought after and
followed by thousands, that it has been termed ¢“The Year of Public
Favour,” notwithstanding the occasional and bitter opposition which
our Lord sustained. But now the year of partial popularity is closing,
and the disciples experience a threefold disappointment. John the
Baptist is beheaded, Jesus refuses to be made a king, and, more
humiliating than all, He now, for the first time, distinctly foretells His
approaching sufferings and death. At this crisis in His life, at this
period of humiliation before His followers, when man’s conceptions of
the Messiah had utterly failed, He breaks in with the first series of His
glorious ¥ Ams and I wirrs, as though to say, Now I will plainly reveal
what I_ am prepared to be f0, and what I am ready to do for, all these
who will aceept me as the promised Saviour of mankind. '

- ¥ See the “ I wills of Chrigt,” by Rev. B. . Power a valuable and suggestiv 7
hook for teachers and “701“kers,1 y by , . 1B Y g8 e
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But mark the position a little more closely. Disappointment is
always the more keen after high expectations, and in each of the
blank disappointments we are considering hopes had been specially
raised. During the Galilean ministry the disciples had already
witnessed two resurrections—those of the widow’s son and Jairus’s
daughter. Let us bear this in mind while dwelling on the following
details.

Before sending the Apostles forth, two and two, on their evange-
listic work, the Lord had said unto them, “The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of
the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His harvest.”
On the return of the twelve from their first missionary tour, they
learn that John the Baptist is beheaded. Naturally they would be
stumbled ; they had been positively commanded to pray for labourers,
but who could be such a labourer as John? His whole life had been
the preparation needed for his office as a witness-bearer; he was
Christ’s own forerunner and prophet. It was he who had baptised
our Lord; he who had seen the sign of the dove lighting upon Him;
he who had heard the voice from heaven saying, ** This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased;” he who at Bethabara had testified so
fearlessly for Christ to the deputation from the Sanhedrim; he who
on the approach of the Passover had drawn the first disciples to Jesus
with the words, ¢ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world;” yet this noble and able witness-bearer had had his
testimony closed, first, by the prison walls of Herod’s castle, and now
by his execution, which was made yet more terrible by its instigator.
‘What was the use of praying for labourers in the face of facts like
these ? Here, surely, are terrible stumbling-blocks to faith. Still the
poor stricken Apostles might reasonably expeet that if insignificant
persons like the widow’s son and Jairus’s daughter were raised from
the dead, such a mighty witness-bearer and prophet as John would be
triumphantly restored to them by Him who had been so recently moved
to compassion by seeing the multitudes faint and scattered, as sheep
without a shepherd. But no, John’s headless body was buried, and
was destined to remain in the tomb until the resurrection morning.
And this first disappointment comes when the twelve were probably
greatly elated at telling their Master all things, both what they had
done and what they had taught. But they had yet to learn that they
must walk by faith, and not by sight.

The other two disappointments, so quickly to follow, were also made
the more poignant and stinging by the bright hopes which preceded
them. The mighty miracle of feeding the five thousand greatly reassured
and encouraged those who looked for an earthly helper and deliverer.
Their expectations were buoyant, and they sought in their enthusiasm
to take Jesus by force, and make Him a king. But instead of yielding
to their entreaties He departed to a mountain alone. We do not stay
here to ponder on His disappointment in those who, after so long a
time, had so utterly misunderstood Him and His mission, for we must

ass on to the third disappointment which met the disciples at Cesarea
Philippi. Three times within a very short period they had confessed to
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Jesus, “Thou art the Son of God;” and when, on the last occasion,
Peter had added, ¢ Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” the
Tord had responded, with the grand and precious I WILLs, to Peter:
« Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; and upon this rock wiin I build
My Church, and T WILL give thee the keys.” At such promises Peter’s
heart would throb with exultant gladness. However, the Lord takes
this as the first occasion on which to distinetly prophesy His own
sufferings and death ; so we see in each of the three cases under con-
sideration how peculiarly galling was the disappointment. But now
mark how blessedly our Saviour breaks in from time to time during this
period with the grand revelations of what He really is and will be to
His followers, and of what He will do for them.

It is also in the midst of this period that the Transficuration occurs,
and the voice from heaven says, ““This is My beloved son: hear ye
Him.” So that we may link every I aym and every I witr of Christ
with the Father’s command, ¢ Hear Him.”

And now, with deepened interest, let us listen to our Saviour’s
words. During the storm at sea, He comforts the trembling disciples
with His * I AM,* be not afraid.”

Then, again, to the soul-hungering multitude, “I aM the bread of
life; I aM the living bread which came down from heaven.”

¢ The bread that I wiLn give is My flesh, which T wiLL give for the
life of the world.”

“ Him that cometh unto Me, I WILL in no wise cast out.”

And of every believer the Lord said, ¢ I WiLL praise him up at the
last day.”

Again, at the Feast of Tabernacles, “ I am the light of the world.”
“I aM from above. I Am not of this world.” ¢ If ye believe not that
I aMm He, ye shall die in your sins.” “ When ye have lifted up the
Son of Man then shall ye know that 1 am He.” ¢« Before Abraham
was, I aMm.” “1 AM the door,” “I am the Good Shepherd.,” And
Gtod the Father says, *“ Hear Him.”

s YOO ] OO0

CHIP FOR KINDLING,

KeEp Yo RUBBISH.—Some friends of mine were recently frightened
by finding their house filling with smoke. Tracing it to its source,
they found a match had been dropped in a cellar full of old rubbish.
Aid was obtained, and the fire extinguished. I think a lesson was
learned by the mishap. Don’t store rubbish, or you may do so to your
ruin. Old experiences, feelings, memories, grudges—these are lumber,
which may cause a fire some day. ¢ Let all bitterness, and wrath, and
anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all
malice” (Eph. iv. 81). Blessed is he who in a measure can say with
his Master, “The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing
in me” (John xiv, 30).—W. Lurr.

* See Bishop Wordsworth on John vi. 20.
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AMONG THE SUSSEX HOP-PICKERS.

TENTS OF THE EVANGELISTIC MISSION, AT BELL'S YEW GREEN,
NEAR TUNBRIDGE WELLS, o

¥ doubt whether any work amongst hop-pickers in any of the

counties of England has proved of a more interesting kind

than that undertaken at Ifrant, near Tunbridge Wells, by
that devoted Christian lady, Miss Hankey, who has unsparingly given
herself wholly to this work during the successive hop-picking seasons.
It has been a joy to us to co-operate with her in supplying the
marquees, with men to erect and superintend the same under her
direction. But during this last autumn the work was more developed
than during any previous season, and from a series of photographs
taken by a gentleman in the neighbourhood, we are able to presént our
readers with illustrations of this interesting work, which will assist
them to realise the extent of the responsibility and personal labour
involved, but most gladly undertaken by the lady referred to. Of
Miss Hankey’s work itself, the gifted editor of Woman’s Work
says, in the current number of that journal:— . . . . A lady
resident in Sussex has tried the experiment of getting tents from the
Evangelistic Mission erected close to the dwellings of the hop-pickers
on the ground of a large hop-grower. Work among the pickers in the
gardens, with an evangelist seeured for the purpose, was no new thing
to her, but a small tent last year, and a larger one this year, have proved
an immense boon_to the families located in the barns, pig-styes, and
little tents about the premises. It may sound strange to the uninitiated,
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A “ HOPPERY ENCAMPMENT,”

but the pig-styes offer by far the best accommodation, each family
having one to themselves, cleaned out and whitewashed for the occasion,
whereas the results of the crowding together in the barns of men,
women, and children, are too terrible to be described.

That the tent of last year had lived in the memories of the people
was apparent before poles or ropes or canvas had appeared upon the
ground. As soon as the lady opened the gate into the field, she was
greeted by ragged children in varlous stages of dilapidation, with the
cry, “ Oh! are you going to have school? We'll come as soon as ever
the bell rings.,” On being questioned as to how much schooling they
had had since last hop-picking, the answer sometimes was, ¢ Once
when we were in the Union.” A small battered-looking ereature would
lead up another with the remark, ¢ Lizzie wants to look at the card she
saw last year.”

One great object in view is, of course, to keep the people from the
public-house. To this end temperance drinks must be freely sold ; Hop
Beer and Temperance Cider (Clayton, New Era Works, Bow, London)
being largely used and greatly appreciated. Also a license for selling
t'O'P&CCO' 18 an important thing to obtain, so that the men should not be
driven into dangerous places to replenish the pipes which seem to them
80 indispensable, Other stores had in this case to be laid in, for the
grocer’s shop happened to be in close proximity to the public-house.

The tent has to be kept open till ten o’clock, and is, of course, chiefly
frequented in the evening, when short meetings of various kinds are
held on Sundays and week-days; but all through the day many demands

2
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are made upon it, especially during the anxious days before the picking
actually begins. A delay, owing probably to the weather, entails much
want and misery among the pickers, who come with simply no provision
of any kind.

Books, daily papers, and pictures for the children are in great
request ; also writing-paper, envelopes, pens and ink, everything except
stamps being supplied gratis. Letters often have to be written for them,
from which curious experiences sometimes result. When all the
necessary materials have been arranged, the would-be writer will
sometimes exclaim, * Why, of course, 1 thought youw'd know what to
say!” or, “ What does it matter what you put inside so that you get the
outside all straight ! ” or, ““ She’s a poor weak creature, and I thought,
perhaps, you’d put in a word of comfort.”

My friend is happy in her helpers. One of them, a delicate-looking
man who is pretty busy from morn till night, looked up with sparkling
eyes: “ Ah! but it’s not often one gets a joblike this,” he said, ¢ all for
the Master.” Through many of the months since he was with the
tent last year he has been quite ill, but here no sleeping under wet
canvas, &c., seems to affect him at all. “I've not been bad for a single
day,” he said. ’

The day of my visit was rather wet. 'We had been in the gardens,
and a wild-looking set some of the pickers were, distinguishable at .
a glance from the “ home wellers ” (home dwellers), as the little ragged
children call the cottagers round. The hop-grower for whom they
were working requires 7,500 bushels a day to keep his oasts going, so
it is certain that pickers cannot be supplied at home,

On account of the rain, the calling off came a little earlier than
usual, and then the busy time at the tent began. Tea, sugar, butter,
bacon, cheese, and tobacco were all packed up in small parcels; penny
and halfpenny candles were much in demand, and soft biscuits for the
babies. The marmalade, which seemed a good deal in favour, was
rather embarrassing, as it had to be spooned out in penn’orthsinto little
tin mugs or whatever receptacle could be found. They were large
pennyworths, and I fear the ninepenny jars were disposed of far
beneath their proper value.

It was somewhat startling to temperance ears to hear the men
come in and call for “half-and-half”” But a very good mixture it
was, the hop-beer and the non-intoxicating cider being judiciously
combined.

The behaviour appeared to be perfectly good, although many of the
faces at the evening meeting bore the deep marks of care and sin, It
was not so well attended as it should have been, but a magic-lantern
the night before had proved so very attractive that some were heard to
say “It’s only preaching to-night, so I shall go to bed!”

The work is necessarily hard and often discouraging. Many hours
of labour for the body have to be gone bravely through hefore one hour
can be obtained for the direct spiritual work. Last year many seemed
greatly to appreciate the tent, and to be regular in their attendances
until the money began to come in; then the old habits regained their
power, and they disappeared to the public-bouse.
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-

EVANGELISTIC MISSION TENT PREPARED FOR MAGIC LANTERN EXHIBITION,

“ Can these live?” one is tempted to ask, looking at these faces,

contemplating these lives with all their sad surroundings. But our
path is clear ; say unto them again and again, “ O hear the Word of
the Lord.” Apparently they cannot hear, they cannot respond, cannot
act. The bones which Ezekiel saw were scattered and dry, no organs
of hearing left to which to address the message, and yet he was to
persevere. - Give them the Word of the Lord over and over again in
every possible form, and we shall yet see the shaking and the signs of
coming life. Then we must pray; entreat a power beyond even that
of the Word—the Holy Spirit of Gop. ¢ Ask that it may come from
the north with the rousing conviction of sin; from the south with the
whisper of pardon and peace; come, Lord and Giver of Life, for this
work ' is only Thine! Then the inert, the dead shall stand upon their
feet, not only alive, but ready to serve and fight, an exceeding great
army.” :
Last year was not without its encouragements. At the closing
meetings more than one stood up to say what a blessing the tent had
been to them, and how they had there learnt to know a better Friend
than even the kind lady who had so laid herself out to serve them.
The earnest words spoken, the Christianity acted out daily during these
five weeks before the eyes of many who are practically heathen, cannot
be without blessed and lasting results.

.

. .Eprroxr’s Note.—Next month we purpose (D. V.) giving further reminiscences of
similar work among the hop-pickers in another part of Kent, '
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SIGHT—FAITH.

¢ Abrakam saw My duy, and was glad.”=John viii, 56.
“ Hast Thou seen Abrakam?”—John viii. 57,
‘ Before Abrahamn was, I AM."—Johu viii, 58,

By Warrer J. MILLER,

T is a libel upon the Christian religion as great to speak of it as
ﬁ a comparatively modern religion, as it is to suspect it of having
outlived its primitive purpose and power, and ready to give
place to another Gospel. Christ, its Founder and Teacher, is the
earliest authority that has assumed to instruct humanity in truth and
righteousness and hope. He says of Himself—and it is indisputable—
“ Before Abraham was, I AM;” and this same and only I AM was
that Divine Lawgiver who made known to Adam in Paradise what was
his duty, and therefore the duty of all his race, to God and men, and
what was also his salvation from disobedience and sin, in terms
identical with and typical of the Christian faith. A more ancient
religion, therefore, in its origin, development, and continuance to this
‘hour cannot exist; for it is coeval with the history of man, and it
-came direct from his Creator.

In the present-day atfitude of anti-Christian scepticism, and the
liking in many directions to exalt the venerated religions of the East
and elsewhere into higher honour, have we any need to do more than
ask an honest comparison of the results of true Christian faith and
practice with those of any other religion or faith, or no faith, upon
the face of the earth, or of all combined? Ten thousand tongues,
civilised because Christianised, and happy because holy in Christ, from
every continent, island, ocean, and sea under heaven, give the verdict
which Christians expect in the world’s common courts of justice, viz.,
that the Christian faith is the salvation of the world.

But, premising that every true and Christly disciple rejoices in the
conscious fact that he is made a * partaker of the Divine nature,” and
has no need to determine dates, ancient or modern, upon such a
question, secure of the eternal and covenanted purposes of God,~—pre-
mising this, the unbeliever may then be left, though most sadly, to
squander his soul wilfully in doubts and disputings, and so let the
bright hope that might have been as his morning star and his life's
sun for ever elude his sight. As ¢ the Light of the World ” has said,
“ Ye will not come to Mg, that ye might have life.” Of what avail,
then, is it to such that “ He hath abolished death, and hath brought
life and immortality to Light through the Gospel” (2 Tim, i. 10)?
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The question of old, “ Hast Thou seen Abraham?” drew from the
world’s Redeemer the remarkable expression, already cited, * Before
Abraham was, T AM,” and so established the Divine authority of the
great Teacher; for it cannot be questioned that in this assertion He
reveals Himself as the eternal, self-existent Jehovah veiled in human
form-—an assertion which must have been either an astounding disclosure
or an awful blasphemy to these quibbling disciples of Moses. They
affirmed it was the latter, and with what fearful result we know too
well : let disputers beware now. But the question thus put to the
Christian’s Lord, and which fell to the ground, unable, as it were, to
reach Him, is not devoid of application to His disciples. ¢ Hast thou
seen Abraham ? ” may be a question for us—not as seen by any physical
sense, of course, but by the spiritual sense of seeing called faith.
“ Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen ” (Heb. xi. 1).

Adopting this question, then, for our present purpose, it brings
point and colour to our review of the whole line of biographical history.
Have we seen him and understood him, in the grand proportions,
not only of his own personal faith and obedience and sublime friend-
ship with God, but have we also seen and understood this Abraham of
the Covenant as “heir of the world” (Rom. iv. 13), and as trans-
mitting this heirship to Tsrael ? and also as father and figurehead of
the whole host of the faithful traversing the desert of time, of whom
like obedience and faith are expected? Let the distressed children of
Isracl now take heart in the review of the power and blessing of their
father’s Christward faith.

As, therefore, prospective or prophetic faith richly realises the
future in substance now, so retrospective or historical faith sees the
past in its reflective evidence as a present heritage of blessing. It sees
Mount Calvary and the marvellous Love-Sacrifice accepted there for us,
the sun hid and the earth rent; and thence goes back to Mount Moriah,
and there beholds this Abraham offering the unaccepted type in the
person of his only son; to Carmel, and sees the grand and solitary
Elijah defying the eight hundred false priests and the idolatrous king
and hosts of Israel ;—it sees with realistic vision Noah and his saved
family emerging from the ark; Enoch in lovely grace walking with
God ; Abel, the sacrificer and the sacrificed ;—and at last, or at first,
sees Adam, of Godlike and stately mien, as befitting Paradise, lured

by his winsome wife to the forbidden tree,
“'Whose mortal taste
Brought death into the world, and all our woe,
With loss of Eden, till one greater Man
Restore ns and regain the blissful seat.”

Footsteps of Truth - New Series 10 (1892)



Footsteps of Truth - New Series 10 (1892)

22 SIGHT—FAITH.

What recreation and enjoyment, then, have we for our faith in this
refreshing exercise and at this point of time! Let faith be cleared of
its mists and shadows in the Shechinah light of the Holy of Holies, and
we veritably see the world’s history, that God has written with living
men, acted before uson the sun-lit hill-tops of time in enchanting order,
from Eden’s dishonoured loveliness to the new heavens and the new
earth that are to be, when the tabernacle of God is with men;
redemption being always the central vision of glory.

Are we, then, encouraging and delighting ourselves as well, after its
measure, in the past history of the ways of Jehovah with His people in
both Seripture and later records, as in the prospect of the Day of the
Lord and its fast-coming glory? The latter is certainly our most
“ blessed hope,” but the former is a fit setting for so bright a gem. We
are glad and rejoice, as did the Patriarch, in our far-seeing faith ; and we
are strengthened, though humbled, in our review of the grand procession
of faith heroes that are marched before us, from Abel to the present day,
the very latest being by no means the least—Moffat, Livingstone,
Paton, Mackay, Geo. Miiller, and such, marking the annals of our own
time. In this sense,

“ Lo, on a narrow neck of land,
"Twixt two unbounded seas we stand,”

and, viewing and reviewing unmeasurable time and space, we are “ (st
in wonder, love, and praise.”

- It is to encourage this review and this praise we have asked ou.
question, and that we may also enlarge and elucidate our comprehension
of the Divine character in relation to His people, and secure to our
souls greater childlike enjoyment of our God and Father—even His
gracious friendship—and so with holier and happier confidence await
the place

‘ Where no stranger God will meet thee,
Stranger thou in courts above:

He who to His presence greets thee,
Greets thee with a well-known love.”

And when we meet those before the throne with whom we thus
acquaint ourselves now, we shall have this advantage of our famous
ancestors,—we shall already know much of them, while they may know
nothing of us; and I think our heavenly fellowship and delight will
be also increased thereby. But of how much more supreme import
and precious delight will be our holy friendship with this glorious
1 AM Himself, now and for ever, it cannot be said. He is indeed our
Sun, and those but twinkling stars.
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ENTHUSIASM.

T is reported that at the great political meeting held at Newcastle in
@ October last, in the Tyne Theatre, which was convened to hear
a certain great man, he received a most enthusiastic reception.
“Wild with enthusiasm many were, but none more than a little maiden of
seven in one of the boxes, who danced and waved her arms, and shouted so
Jiercely that she caught the ear and eye of the object of her affection, whose
face was instantly suffused with a gratified and amused smile.” Thisis
said when that gentleman entered the building, but when he got up to
speak the newspaper report says, “ It would be bootless to describe
again the cheering, waving of handkerchiefs, and other demonstrations,
further than to remark that the young lady in the box was almost frantic
in her greeting, and that the old gentleman seemed to be quite touched
by her childish effusiveness.” It is not our intention, nor is it within
our province as a servant of Christ to speak, of that great man’s
merits or demerits as a politician, but we admire the enthusiasm
of the little girl in her greeting of him, and pray that she may be as
earnest in her reception of a greater than he—the TLord Jesus
Christ. 'What we direct attention to is the intense feeling of the wee
damsel, which intensity arrested and gained the admiration of the
politician, and to take it as an illustration of the enthusiasm that should
burn in the heart, and be seen in the actions of every Christian in his
representation, and presentation of Christ to the world.

In our pleading with God for the unsaved we should be as earnest
as Abraham when supplicating on behalf of Sodom; or like Aaron
when, with golden censer filled with burning coals, he rushed in among
the Israelites to stay the plague that was working such havoc in their
midst,

In our pleading with men we should be like the apostle Peter on the
Day of Pentecost, who, in the boldness and fervour of the Holy Spirit,
told men of their sin, and the Saviour from sin; or like Paul before
Agrippa, pointedly and plainly telling him of the consequence and
end of a life of sin, although we be thought mad, even as he was; for,
a8 Mr. Spurgeon saysin “Salt Cellars,” “ enthusiasm is essential to the
triumph of truth. It is not true that truth is mighty, and will prevail
if it be left to lie on the shelf neglected, or if it only be taught by
frozen lips. Truth set on fire will burn its way, like flame on the
prairie, but the fire of enthusiasm is absolutely needful.”

—

¥. E. M.
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“NEITHER SAINTS NOR SINNERS!”

AN 1INSTRUCTIVE INCIDENT.
E were preaching in Dumfriesshire, about 30 or 35 years ago,

in the district where a very true-hearted, simple yet bold,
Presbyterian minister—Mr. ¢ M.”—laboured. At the close
of the service, a so-called “ elder” rose and publicly spoke against the
word preached. A few months later, this same friend, assisted by a
fellow-elder, protested at * PRESBITERY ” meeting against not only the
strange preacher, but against the Free Church minister. The Presby-
tery took no notice of the motion; they did not “see their way.,” In
the meantime a great wave of blessing was passing over the whole
country, and every converted minister was thoroughly roUsED.

THE TWO ELDERS AGAIN APPLIED TO THE PRESBYTERY.

A very godly minister said, ¢ Let us understand your motion,
gentlemen. Your minister does not preach in the way you approve ?”
“ Quite s0,” was the response. * Does he not preach to You and YoURr
FAMILIES ?”  “No, he does Nor; he preaches to a set of people that he
designates sarNTs, and we make no pretension to be saints, and he
preaches to another class he designates ‘sinners,” and I suppose we
may say that as elders in your Church, gentlemen, we are not sinners;
thus he never preaches to us, and he never preaches to our families
either.” The Presbytery were at this stage greatly agitated, and one
present desired the matter to be again waived and passed over; but the
minister presiding would not allow it to be arrested at this stage, and
he asked the two elders to stand up and answer him. * Are you two
gentlemen neither sarNTs nor six¥ers? then please tell us what
you are?” The two elders stood still, unable to answer, and a godly
minister moved that “as these gentlemen were neither saints nor
sinners, and the Presbytery cannot make out who or what they are, it is
hereby moved that they retire at once from the eldership, and that
new elders, men who are saints, be appointed in their place.”

ONE, TW0, OR THREE YEARS AFTER THAT OCCURRED,

we were preaching in the same district again. A dying man sent a
messenger asking us to call at his house. 'We talked to him and prayed
with him ; then he said words such as the following: “ You do not
know that 1 am the man that spoke publicly against you onee when
preaching in Mr. M.’s church. I was dark then, very dark, and had
only a form of godliness. I wish to assure you I am very sorry indeed
that I dared to oppose the Gospel; and oh, thank God, I see the light
now.” God’s Spirit was moving with power in those days. Mr.
Hammond, of America, was owned to hundreds of children, it is
believed, in the county, and we had reason to believe in Annan
that about 800 persons were born again. Two parish ministers were
converted, and four ministers assured me that they believed 800 had
been blessed. Two years afterwards, I asked, “Iow many backsliders
have you seen in the various congregations?” ¢ Very few, very few
indeed.” This I attributed to the addresses to * BELIEvERS,” which we
kept up for nearly a year, I think; and Mr. Moody, of America, whose
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work bad mot begun at that time, attributes to an ANNAN convert, not
his conversion, but a great ¢ quickening” as regards Bible study and
marking his Bible. One small ripple passed over from the Solway in
Scotland, and touched the ocean shore in America. Have faith in the
Spirir’s word.

GorpoN ForLoNG.

—— _qogzcaasgou—.——-—_—

JOHN PLOUGHMAN’S SAYINGS*
WITH NOTES BY A PLOUGHBOY. .

“ Don’r set a cat to watch the milk,” nor keep a watch over your
own sins—leave them with God. _

“Some are good-looking, but the look is all.” "If you are good-
looking it is a good reason why you should be what you look.

“What you don’t want, don’t buy.,” What you can’t do, don’t try.

“ Big as the tree is an axe will fell it ;” and as big in righteousness
as you may be, a little sin, persisted in, will bring you down.

“If you cannot be clever, you can be clean.” Take it to heart, O
worldly man! Forget it not, O Christian !

“A cow’s horn is never too heavy for her head.” God lays no
burdens upon his creatures “ too heavy to be borne.”

“ Count coin after your own kin.” Think more of the beggar than
the bank.

¢« Meekness is not weakness,” unless it is sham, then it is both weak
and wicked.,

“ Step by step,one goes very far.” But it depends whether you
are going a right or a wrong way, as to whether this thought will
cause you to cheer or fear,

“ An educated wolf is not a lamb,” and a sinner, however, well
taught, is no saint. '

“You can’t .dig a well with a needle,” nor make a shirt with a pick-
axe. Everything has its right and proper use. Work with your
hands, not ficht with them. Speak truth with your tongue, not
devote it to slandering.

“ A blind man needs not a looking-glass.” Ts that why worldly men
don’t want the Bible? I shouldn’t wonder.

“ A good man and a good watch have good works.” Good works
may make a good watch, but never a good man.

“ A golden bridle makes the mare no better.” A man is what he is,
not what he has on.

“ The tongue can bite worse than the teeth.,” Pray for grace to use
this ¢ ittle member” well. A misruled tongue is more to be feared
than a mad dog.

L. W.R.

* From « John Ploughman's Almanack.” Passmore & Alabaster. Price 1d.
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BIBLE DIGGING.

JOTTINGS ON THE BOOKS OF MOSES, CULLED FROM THE MARGINS OF MY
BIBLE AND NOTE-BOOKS.

By HexrY THORNE, Fvangelist.

-GENESIS—continued.

HAPTER XXIIT.—This chapter brings before us the death and
burial of Sarah. In the New Testament Sarah is classed with
“the holy women” who in the old time ‘trusted in God”
(1 Pet. iii. 5). She lived a life of faith, and, as we may gather from
Heb. xi. 13, she died in faith. The reason she received strength to bear
Isaac was because she believed in the faithfulness of God (Heb. xi. 11).
Her testimony to the Divine faithfulness finds its counterpart in the
Divine testimony to her faithfulness, for God has said, “Them that
honour Me I will honour.” While Abraham is brought before us in
Scripture as “the father of all them that believe” (Rom. iv. 11;
Gal. iii. 7), Sarah is represented as having been their mother (1 Pet. iii. 5).
They are said to be the daughters of Sarah who “ do well, and are not
afraid with any amazement.” We may gather from these words that
Sarah must have done well, and that she was delivered by the grace of
God from every kind of fear. Thus we see how Sarah showed her faith
by her works. When her work was done it was well done. She, like
Enoch, had this testimony, that she pleased Ctod. If she was “not
afraid with any amazement,” she cannot have been afraid of death. The
faith that sustained her through life would comfort her at the close
of life, and the brightness of her confidence in God would not be
dimmed by the gloom of * the shadow of death.” Shadows are dispelled
when a light is thrown upon them, and we may well believe that in the
case of Sarah the light of faith dispelled the shadows of the grave.

In the chapter now before us we shall note what is said of the
death of Sarah, the grief of Abraham, the preparation for the funeral,
the place of sepulchre, and the burial.

I. THe DEatH OF SARAH (verses 1 and 2).—We note here that
Sarah died—(a) At an advanced age. “ Sarah,” says Keil, “is the only
woman whose age is mentioned in the Scriptures.” She was 127. She
called herself old when she was 87 (Gen. xviil. 12). Godliness has
always been favourable to Jongevity., This may be seen in the lives
of the Patriarchs, of the Quakers, and of the early Methodists.
(b) A believer. She “died in faith” (Heb. xi. 13). She had not always
been free from doubt (Gen. xviii. 12-15), but she seems to have been
wholly delivered from its bondage long before she died, and she was
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found trusting till the last. Her epitaph might have been, * Faithful
unto death.,” (¢) When Isaac had grown to mankood. Isaac must have
been 37 years old when his mother died. What a privilege to have had
the guidance of a believing mother for so many years! When Rebecca
became his wife, she must often have felt she owed a debt of gratitude
to Sarah for much that she would see in Isaac’s character. It says
something for Sarah that Isaac appears to have bad no thought of
marrying as long as she was alive, (d) In Canaan (verse 2), Here
she had resided with her husband for a period of about 60 years. It
would have been only natural if Abraham and his wife had desired to
return to the country from which they came out. If they had
wished this, it is said “ they would have had opportunity to return”
(Heb. xi. 15); but this was not their wish. It was better to die in
a strange land than in the pathway of disobedience. By remaining
in Canaan they showed that they desired a better country than that
which they had left, that was, a heavenly., They were willing to
forsake their home on earth because they knew that if they were
obedient to the Divine command they would find a home in heaven.
“ Wherefore,” says the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, ¢ God is
not ashamed of them, to be called their God” (Heb. xi. 16, Revised).
Had they not trusted Him as they did He would have been ashamed
of them, They who do not place the fullest confidence in One so
worthy of confidence ought to be ashamed of themselves. (e) In Hebron,
Hebron means “joining.” It may have been a junction of highways.
It became to Abraham and his wife a place of separation rather than
of joining, unless, indeed, they realised that there was the joining
of the pathway of the heavenly rest with that of the earthly pilgrimage.
(f) Before her husband. An eminent saint of God who recently entered
into rest was only detained on earth one day longer than his wife. In
death they were not long divided. Abraham lived for 38 years after
the decease of his wife, for God had other work for him to do. It
was Grod’s plan that he should dwell in tents * with Isaac and Jacob”
(Heb. xi. 9), and he probably helped to shape their belief and to
mould their lives.

I1. THE GrIEF oFr ABRAHAM (verse 2).—The sadpess of the patriarch
was—(a) Occastoned by what he saw. He probably came into Sarah’s tent
and stood by her dead body. The heart would be affected by the eye.
He saw the familiar face of his best beloved without the expressions of
sympathy and joy and sorrow he had so often seen in it when Sarah
was alive. The sight of death in any form ought to create in those
who look upon it a detestation of all sin, for death comes by sin
(Rom, v, 12). (b) Iutensely real—*to mourn . . . and to weep.” All
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