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INTRODUCTION. 

These meditations originally appeared in 

the BELIEVER'S FRIEND, but are now issued 

in more permanent form. 

All who knew the beloved author would 

associate the Psalms with him, for it was from 

this portion of the scriptures that he so frequently 

spoke to us. 

He rejoiced to speak of the Lord Jesus as 

the " Blessed Man" whose delight was in 

the law of the LORD, and in whose law He 

meditated day and night. 

But his work was done and the call came, 

and he looked up and passed over, absent from 

the body, present with the Lord. 

May the Lord graciously bless this 

volume among His saints everywhere ! 

Worthing, 1921. R. B. 
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MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. 

Book I.—Introductory. 

THE first book of Psalms answers to Genesis ; 
it gives the character of man whom God 
will produce for the millennium. I t is not a 
question of moral exercises. The point is, 
too, that he shall continue. " His leaf shall 
not wither." The ungodly are like chaff 
which the wind driveth away. 

Psalm xvi. is the development of this 
psalm—the path of life. Psalm i. is the normal 
idea. In Psalm xvi. he is going through to 
resurrection. So the end of this book is, 
" As for me, thou upholdest me in mine in¬ 
tegrity and settest me before thy face for 
ever." God has found His ideal Man, but He 
has got Him in resurrection. Resurrection 
secures everything for God. In resurrection 
He is placed before God's face for ever. 

Psalms i. and ii. remind me of the two 
pillars in the temple—beauty and strength. 
Psalm i. is the moral beauty of God's ideal 
Man ; in the second He comes out in power. 
You must have beauty before you can have 
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strength. The man of Psalm i. is marked by 
two things—separation and meditation—and 
then he is prosperous. Verse 4 is the vanity 
man driven away by the wind. 

In Psalm iii. you are at the foot of the hill. 
You get the secret of peace here : " Thou . . . 
art a shield for me ; my glory, and the lifter 
up of mine head. I cried unto the Lord with 
my voice, and he heard me out of his holy 
hill." He is heard out of the holy hill—the 
place where Christ is. (Psa. ii. 6.) Psalm iii. 
is the secret of peace. Psalm iv. is the secret 
of joy. 

Psalm iv. 2, " 0 ye sons of men, how long 
will ye turn my glory into shame ? " His 
glory was to do the will of Him that sent 
Him : " He that seeketh his glory that sent 
him, the same is true, and no unrighteous¬ 
ness is in him." I look at Paul's blameless 
life before his conversion ; it is like a black¬ 
board full of beautiful designs. I say, How 
beautiful! But as I come a little closer I see 
a little circle drawn in the centre, and in that 
little circle these words, " Gain to me "—that 
spoils it all: he was seeking his own glory. 

" Stand in awe, and sin not"—the fear of 
the Lord. " Commune with your own heart 
upon your bed"—see that you are right 
with God within. " Keep thy heart with 
all diligence." " Offer the sacrifices of right¬ 
eousness, and put your trust in the Lord." 

2 
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Verse 6. Now we come to Psalm xvi. 5, 6. 
The measure of our separation is the measure 
of our blessing. Who knows where good is 
to be found ? The one who is in it. This is 
a " Neginoth " psalm (see title)—on a stringed 
instrument. 

You see what the stringed instrument is in 
Habakkuk iii. Habakkuk is a very interesting 
book ; it has no date. Habakkuk begins with 
weeping, then he watches, next he preaches, 
then he prays, and last of all he sings. His 
eyes are filled with tears in chapter i. as he 
sees the tangled state of things. What was to 
be done ? In chapter ii. he gets up to his 
tower, looks at things with God, and sees. 
" It will surely come, it will not tarry," the 
coming of the Lord is what will put things 
right, and " the just shall live by his faith." 

This is an important little book ; the Spirit 
of God quotes it three times in the New 
Testament. In chapter iii. he begins with 
prayer and ends with singing. He begins 
on the wind instrument. You get variable 
songs on that, there is more effort. With 
the stringed instrument you pass your fingers 
over it and out comes the sweetest music. 
You are directly under the power of the 
Spirit. You are entirely outside circumstances 
here. " Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines . . , yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
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of my salvation." What could be greater 
desolation, " yet I will rejoice in the Lord." 

I think I learn what the "fathers" (1 
John ii.) are from the " stringed instru¬ 
ments." They know " him that is from the 
beginning." They have Christ before them. 
What marks the babes is confidence, the 
forgiveness of sins and knowing the Father. 
What marks the young men is conflict, " Ye 
are strong and have overcome the wicked 
one." What marks the fathers is contempla¬ 
tion, they know Him that is from the be¬ 
ginning, they have Christ before them : you 
cannot get beyond that. 

The sparrow sits with its feathers all turned 
up in a storm ; the duck says, " I do not 
care " ; the robin sits and sings. The robin 
is, " Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now 
for a season . . . ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations." The duck is, " Des¬ 
pise not thou the chastening of the Lord," 
and the sparrow is, " Neither faint when thou 
art rebuked of him." Now then, " Thou 
hast put gladness in my heart, more than in 
the time that their corn and their wine in¬ 
creased." That is the robin. Let us be robins 
on the gate to-day ! 

You will remember that the Lord said to 
His disciples : " Now I go my way to him 
that sent me; and none of you asketh 
me, Whither goest thou ? " What I want 
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to speak of is the effect of knowing Christ 
where He is. That is what is set before us 
in Psalm iii. After that we may see, perhaps, 
how we are to be true to Him where He was. 

The first part is the effect of knowing 
Christ where He is. The consciousness of 
the link with Him is only by the Spirit. It 
is by the indwelling Spirit our hearts are 
consciously linked with Christ where He is. 
It is all-important for us to know Christ 
where He is. It is most important to know 
the work He did for us where He was. We 
cannot go on to the other until we know that. 
Where He is now is the answer to where 
He was. I refer to the cross. There He broke 
every link that bound us here in order that 
the Spirit might unite us to Him where He 
is, to link our hearts with the unseen world 
where Christ is. 

Perhaps you will say, You have not got 
that in the Psalms. No ; still I think I shall 
be able to shew you what I mean if I bring 
the light of the New Testament into it. The 
two previous psalms set before us the Lord 
Jesus in two aspects. Psalm i. answers to 
one of the pillars of the temple, the one that 
was called Beauty. What the blessed Lord 
was as man is beautifully photographed here. 
You and I are brought into it by redemption 
and the work of the Spirit. Psalm i. is separa¬ 
tion and meditation. A clean animal had a 
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divided hoof (that is verse 1) and chewed the 
cud (that is verse 2). 

He never stood in the way of sinners—He 
was separate from all that marked us as men 
in the flesh. His delight was in the law of 
the Lord. He was separate from all evil and 
always in touch with good. The office of 
the Spirit is to keep us in touch with the 
good. Verse 3 is the outward description. 
" He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water." Psalm i. sets before you the kind 
of man God will have on earth by-and-by to 
enjoy the earth with Him—what is called 
the righteous man. Now He is gathering out 
a people for heaven. You and I will be in 
heaven. This describes the man for the earth. 

When you come to Psalm ii. you see where 
God has put the Man who answered to this 
description. He has put Him on His holy 
hill of Zion. Here you find the energy of 
man's will as opposed to Christ. It is Satan 
handling man's flesh to incite him against 
God and His Christ. It may come out in a 
most refined way. If flesh in us is not kept 
in the silence of death, Satan can handle 
it to the dishonour of Christ. " Why do the 
heathen rage ? " The flesh of man will not be 
subject to God or to Christ—that is the posi 
tion. Flesh is opposed to what is of God. 
I t is a great thing to have an abiding sense 
of what the flesh is. 
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In this psalm you are made to feel what 
is above all the will of man—that is, the 
majesty of God. He sets His King upon His 
holy hill. God will have His way notwith¬ 
standing all the rage of the peoples. 

In John xvi. we get, " Of sin, because they 
believe not on me." What has come out 
is, that Christ has been here presented in 
perfect goodness, and man incited by Satan 
has said, " Not this man." That is the cha¬ 
racter of the flesh, it never will be subject 
to Christ. It may turn religious, but that 
is worst of all. Then we have " of righteous¬ 
ness, because I go to the Father." The right¬ 
eous Father has put Him in glory. I know 
where righteousness is. It is up there. Here 
there is the rage of man opposed to Christ. 

In Psalm iii. we come to this, " Lord, how 
are they increased that trouble me ! " He 
is down here where the heathen rage. " Many 
are they that rise up against me." " Me " ! 
Why ? " They have hated both me and my 
Father." That is why the pressure is against 
you. You are not going with the stream. 
We have been brought out of the state of 
things here—brought over to Christ's side 
of things. Now you get pressure. The moment 
the link is lost in your souls—the sense of 
His rejection is lost—you go with the stream. 
It is an easy thing to go with the stream, but 
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the moment you take your stand with a 
rejected Christ you get pressure. 

The Lord says, They will put you to death ; 
but bear in mind the pressure is not against 
you but against Me and My Father. The rage 
was against Jehovah and His Anointed. 
That puts you in good company—the com¬ 
pany of divine Persons. What is so beautiful 
here is, that he looks right up, " Thou, 0 
Lord, art a shield for me."» Sometimes our 
heads droop. If you are in the company of 
the Spirit you can lift up your head. When 
you lift up your head you are looking to 
another quarter. What a thing it is to be 
m touch with headquarters—that is, where 
Christ is. The Spirit of God is dwelling in you 
to keep you in touch with headquarters, 
and if you are not in touch with headquarters 
you will be swept away. We are utterly in¬ 
competent to face things, but the Spirit of 
God is in us to keep us in touch with Christ. 
This is a great thing. 

" But thou, 0 Lord, art a shield for me ; 
my glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 
I cried unto the Lord with my voice." You 
do not make prayers when you are in trouble ; 
your soul makes one leap ; you lay hold of 
God with a grip. I say it with reverence. 
" He heard me out of his holy hill." He is 
conscious that he is an object to Him in 
headquarters. I am nothing down here, 
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but I am a wonderful person—an object of 
interest to Him—up there. I am not lost in 
the crowd. I may be little known down here, 
but I am well known in heaven. Be content : 
the better you are known there the less you 
are known here : that is Christianity. 

He says, " He heard me." He is heard 
from the spot where the Anointed is. I ask 
you this question : Do you think there is 
a single ruffle where Christ is ? There is 
not a single ruffle. The unrest is here where 
the will of man works. If we are not led by 
the Spirit we are in that vortex. There are 
only two things : we are either in the will 
of God or in the will of man. It is either the 
devil handling our flesh or under the control 
of the Spirit. When Peter rebuked the Lord, 
saying, " Be it far from thee, Lord," the Lord 
could see Satan behind that, seeking to stop 
His course. There are only the two things, 
either under the control of the Spirit in the 
blessed will of God, or in the place where the 
devil can handle my flesh to the dishonour 
of Christ ! 

Now, he says in the presence of all the 
will and rage of man, " I laid me down and 
slept; I awaked ; for the Lord sustained me." 
He says, I have got repose in that place 
where Christ is. 

I will give you an example in Stephen : 
"He , being full of the Holy Ghost, looked 
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up stedfastly into heaven." His head is lifted 
up. What is around him ? The rage of man. 
" They gnashed upon him with their teeth." 
" How are they increased that trouble me." 
" Many there be which say of my soul, There 
is no help for him in God." You are at the 
mercy of these people. Ah ! he gazed sted¬ 
fastly up into heaven, and the very glory 
that claimed the Lord claimed Stephen. 
He knew it well. 

" I laid me down and slept." There was not 
a flutter. Blessed repose ! He was in touch 
with headquarters, therefore he could face 
the foe with quietness. The only thing in 
the presence of man is to be in touch with 
headquarters. Stephen says. " Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge." His spirit is 
the same as the Lord's. He prays for his 
enemies. What was the secret of it ? He 
had a conscious link with Christ where He 
is. He does not study to act as the Lord acted. 
We have got the Spirit that we may know 
Christ where He is. That is the secret of rest 
in the presence of the rage of man. 

Baptism means that you are committed to 
Christ's death. What you have got for your 
will is the death of Christ, and what you 
have got for God's will is the Spirit of God. 
Stephen was committed to Christ's death to 
die by man's will, and they battered his head 
with stones. I am sure we need to be wakened 
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up to this. Little things go wrong, and I am 
sullen because I cannot have my way. 

See what a grand thing Christianity is. 
If we were free from this world, do you not 
think we should know the other world better 1 
People are not ready to let this world go, 
and therefore they have to be disciplined. 
It is very sad. Stephen was put by the Spirit 
of God in touch with the other world, and 
therefore he could let this go. He is sustained. 
This is the secret of rest in the presence of 
pressure from man ; but let us go on a bit. 
I want to shew you what is in Psalm iv. 
I want to speak of rest of heart. Rest of 
heart is found in being true to our mission 
down here. What was the Lord's mission 
here ? He was found in the way of 
righteousness. He was true to His mission. 
If we are true to our mission we shall be 
found in the way of righteousness. 

The key to Psalm iv. is in verse 1. He 
appeals to the God of his righteousness. 
What is righteousness ? John vii. 18 will 
explain it. " He that speaketh of himself 
eeeketh his own glory : but he that seeketh 
his glory that sent him, the same is true, 
and no unrighteousness is in him." Pay atten¬ 
tion to that verse because it is important. 

What constituted the Lord's righteousness ? 
He sought His glory that sent Him. How 
are you and I to be found in the way of right-

11 
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eousness ? To be in the company of the 
Spirit, seeking the glory of Christ. The Spirit 
will be as true to the glory of the Son as the 
Son was true to the glory of the Father. 
It is said of the Spirit, " He shall not speak 
of himself." So when we are in the company 
of the Spirit we are in the way of righteous¬ 
ness. The moment you are off that line it 
is sin. Now you will see what sin is. The 
righteousness of a Christian is outside the code 
of man. For a Christian not to pay twenty 
shillings in the pound is something terrible— 
hefhas sunk below the level of a moralist. 
But the merely moral man could not appre¬ 
ciate Christian righteousness. No man should 
be able to bring a single charge against me; 
but I might be doing something a merely 
moral man might pat me on the back for, 
and yet it might be an act of positive un¬ 
righteousness viewed from the Christian stand¬ 
point. Why % Because I might not be seeking 
His glory that sent me; I might be doing it 
to get credit to myself. 

Nothing is more subtle than wishing you 
to think well of me. If you have left being 
something in the world in order to come into 
the church to be something there that is worse 
than the other, you are seeking your own 
glory. If I am in the Spirit's company I shall 
be seeking the Lord's glory, not my own. 
What a blessed thing that would be for me ! 

12 
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Another scripture on the same line is John 
v. 41. " I receive not honour from men." 
Whether He had their approval or disapproval 
on He went. He was quite outside man's 
approval. He was not here to receive honour 
from man. In the next verse He says, " But 
1 know you that ye have not the love of God 
in you." That is the key to the position. 
He says, You cannot deceive Me. I look 
right down into your heart; you have not 
the love of God in you. 

Now the Spirit of God dwells in us that 
we may have the love of God shed abroad in 
our hearts, and when you are in the enjoy¬ 
ment of the love of God you are outside the 
working of your will. The Spirit of God is 
here that His love may be shed abroad in 
our hearts, so that we may be in His will 
now. That is the key to the whole thing. 

" 0 ye sons of men, how long will ye turn 
my glory into shame ? how long will ye love 
vanity, and seek after leasing ? " that is, lying. 
The sons of men have not the love of God in 
them. They love a lie, because they receive 
honour from men. If you receive honour 
from men you love a lie, because man is a 
lie from top to toe. He that seeketh His glory 
that sent him, the same is true, there is no 
lie there. 

When you are in the way of righteousness 
you know you are heard when you pray. 

13 
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How little we know that, dear reader. How 
often the cry goes up and God is very pitiful, 
but what a thing to be down here so in the 
way of righteousness that you know you 
will get what you pray for. The first great 
blessing in the way of righteousness is that 
you know you are heard when you pray. 

The second thing is, " Who will shew us 
any good ? " The man in the way of right¬ 
eousness knows where good is. " Lord, lift 
thou up the light of thy countenance upon 
us." Where was the Lord's good when here ? 
He ever had the sense of the Father's love 
and pleasure. I give you one instance : " I 
know that thou hearest me always." Put 
another scripture beside i t : " I do always 
those things that please him." The one is 
the sequence of the other. His heart is as¬ 
sured. " I know that thou hearest me always." 
Why ? Because " I do always those things 
that please him." 

The next thing is a satisfied heart. A 
satisfied heart is a restful heart. If it is not 
satisfied it cannot be restful. How many 
have the blessing of a satisfied heart, right 
full up ? That is the effect of being true to 
your mission. Your soul is delivered from 
the power of present things. " Thou hast 
put gladness into my heart, more than in 
the time that their corn and their wine in¬ 
creased." He looks around: no corn, no 
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wine, but there is gladness in his heart. No 
pleasing circumstance can meet the need of 
my heart. 

How the thought lurks in our hearts that 
we can find satisfaction down here ! But 
where is it to be found ? In the light of His 
countenance. Therefore the apostle says, 
" Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall shine upon tliee." 
You say, I want Christ to shine upon me. 
You will get it if you walk in the way of 
righteousness. You will not get it in any other 
way. It all goes together. If Christ is shining 
on me I am filled with the Spirit. Talk ! 
There is plenty of talk. To me it is a mark 
of spiritual pride when people like to discuss 
fine points. It often hides a state of soul. 

" I will both lay me down in peace, and 
sleep." He is not in the working of his own 
will. He does not say, I have lost this or that. 
He has a satisfied heart, and it is a satisfied 
heart that keeps you. " Whom having not 
seen, ye love ; in whom, though now ye see 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory : receiving the 
end of your faith "—soul salvation. Be¬ 
lieving, receiving, my soul is saved. What 
can save me % Christ. The heart is filled up. 
That blessed One in the glory so fills the heart 
as to save from all the geegaws here. It is 
the light of another world that saves us from 

15 
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the power of things here. In the light of 
another world I see everything here shrivel 
up. I do not want to lower the standard to 
suit my practice. 

Do you want to be in the enjoyment of 
Christianity ? The Lord give us to know 
that unseen world better. " Be filled with 
the Spirit." How can I be filled with the 
Spirit ? If Christ is shining on me I am filled 
with the Spirit. 

I come to your little home : I look around. 
You have a nice sitting-room, it is filled with 
furniture. I say, I would like to fill your 
room with so-and-so. What is the first thing 
to do % You must clear out the furniture 
that is there ; out it must all go. What! 
this nice table. Yes, everything must go out. 
What for ? To bring in something better. 
Everything must be cleared out to make room 
for Christ. You say, I want a satisfied heart. 
Well, the Spirit will give it to you. It was 
said by a beloved servant of the Lord years 
ago, and I have never forgotten it, " You 
have just as much of Christ as you want, 
no more and no less." 

I have just endeavoured to indicate to you 
what the effect is of our being in touch with 
headquarters in the presence of the pressure 
of man, and what the effect would be of 
being true to our mission. What are you going 
to do ? Put this down and say, It is all very 

10 
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nice ? Let us pray about it. I think the 
scripture we have had must impress us with 
the wonderful blessing of having the com¬ 
pany of the Spirit. 

Psalm iv. is the way of righteousness. It 
is a blessed thing to know that whatever we 
are called to be in a practical way we have 
the expression of it in a Person ; it is not 
merely a precept. Everything I am exhorted 
to be, every precept of Christianity, is set 
before me in a Person—Christ. And in the 
precepts of the New Testament the Spirit of 
God reckons on your affection for that Person, 
He always brings your affections into play. 

Take Philippians ii. : " Let this mind be 
in you." Immediately the Spirit of God 
brings Christ before you as setting forth the 
thing you are exhorted to be. Affection is 
the spring of holiness. Take another scrip¬ 
ture : " Let every one of us please his neigh¬ 
bour for his good to edification." Then at 
once he adds, " For even Christ pleased not 
himself." Do you mean to tell me that that 
will not produce the desired effect. ? If it 
does not nothing else will. " The letter killeth, 
but the spirit giveth life. . . . Now the Lord 
is that Spirit." 

If I read the first Book of Psalms, when I 
come to the end of it what is the thought 
that impresses me ? My heart is impressed 
with the blessed fact that God has found a 

17 c 
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Man to suit Him. You say, I have found a 
Saviour. Yes, but God has found a Man to 
suit Him. You cannot look at the way of 
righteousness till you see that Man, because 
the way of righteousness is set before us in 
Him. The principles are in Psalm iv., though 
the relationships are not. We see Christ here 
and it charms us, it leads our hearts along. 
There is the way of righteousness and the 
compensation of righteousness. The compensa¬ 
tion of righteousness in the end is found in 
resurrection. 

What is righteousness ? I may say that 
righteousness seems to be a keyword of scrip¬ 
ture. Righteousness is a word very frequently 
used in scripture, certainly in the psalms. 
You get the righteous Man, and then the 
congregation of the righteous ones. The 
righteousness of God is God's consistency 
with Himself. God is true to what He is. 
The moral grandeur of the gospel is that He 
can be true to Himself and yet save our souls. 
He has saved us consistently with what He 
is. Our righteousness is to be consistent with 
the place in which grace has set us, and that 
righteousness cannot be appreciated by the 
moralist. His idea is to pay twenty shillings 
in the pound. 

Take the start of sin. Sin started before 
Eden as we find from Ezekiel xxviii. 13-19. 
Here was a being untrue to the position 
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in which God had placed him. He was a 
bright, perfect, beautiful creature. How did 
he fall ? He got self-occupied; he became 
an object to himself and forgot his Creator. 
The whole thing started there. He was a 
liar, and the moment he became an object to 
himself " the truth was not in him." He lost 
his proper object and he fell ; he became un¬ 
righteous. This shews what sin is. In Christ 
we have One who seeks the glory of Him 
who sent Him and no unrighteousness is in 
Him. That throws a flood of light on the 
way of righteousness. To seek God's glory 
in all things is righteousness. 

In verse 2 he says, " How long will ye turn 
my glory into shame ? " His glory was to 
do the will of Him that sent Him. 

Do you think there is any charm in that for 
the natural man ? Men will praise you if you 
do well to yourself. Men love vanity. His 
whole course was contrary to theirs. That 
is what drew out their hatred. The Lord 
never sought to be accredited by the flesh— 
He received not honour from men. It is beauti¬ 
ful. His was a life lived here without seeking 
the appreciation of men. It was governed 
absolutely by God. 

The first compensation is that he knows 
he is heard in prayer. The Lord could say, 
" I know that thou hearest me always." 
What hinders assurance with us is that we 
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have mixed motives. He had no mixed 
motives. It is presented doctrinally in 1 
John iii. It is worked out there—righteous¬ 
ness and love, and then we have confidence 
towards God. 

What true dignity is expressed in, " But 
know that the Lord hath set apart him that 
is godly for himself : the Lord will hear 
when I call unto him." Sit and contemplate 
that. He is far removed from the sphere of 
man's appreciation, and he knows that he is 
heard. How little we know it practically. 

The second compensation is the light of 
Jehovah's countenance—that is verse 6. See 
what the apostle says in Philippians i. 11 : 
" Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God." And he can speak after 
this fashion : " Rejoice in the Lord alway : 
and again I say, Rejoice," because he was 
there himself. You cannot have joy if you 
are not in the way of righteousness. You 
may work yourself up to excitement, but 
not to joy. You cannot always live on the 
joy of salvation. What is the secret of our 
having so little joy ? Because we are so 
little in the way of righteousness. 

Suppose it is a question of going some¬ 
where, say I need a change. Let me put 
His glory first. If Christ's glory was our 
pursuit everything else would come right. 
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There would be more joy, because we should 
know that we were in the way of His will. 
He had gladness in His heart. He is not a 
creature of circumstance, He is superior. 
To be a creature of circumstance is to be 
degraded as a Christian. When you are in 
Christianity you have Christ's glory before 
you. You get an example of this in the men 
of Benjamin. (1 Chron. xii.) They came to 
the hold to David, and David went out to meet 
them and asks if they are come peaceably. 
Look at their answer: " Thine are we, David, 
and on thy side, thou son of Jesse : peace, 
peace be unto thee, and peace be unto thy 
helpers ; for thy God helpeth thee." David 
was God's man, and they recognised him to 
be this. They say, We are come on your 
side because God is with you. God is with 
Christ and all that is of Christ, and He is 
opposed to all that is not of Christ, and He 
will not have it. 

" Thou hast put gladness in my heart." 
Wonderful compensation. This is the work¬ 
ing out of what we get in Romans viii. " To 
be carnally minded is death ; but to be spirit¬ 
ually minded is life and peace." " The body 
is dead because of sin ; the Spirit is life be¬ 
cause of righteousness." The Spirit takes 
us along this way. What we are looking at 
is the practical outcome of that statement. 
The Spirit will only take you along that line ; 
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that is the connection of our subject with 
Romans viii. Very often we get on doctrinal 
lines ; it is a great thing to see what the 
doctrine really means. It must be Christ's 
life. He was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father. I see how the Father's glory 
is manifested, inasmuch as He vindicates 
Him in resurrection. All that God was claimed 
Him. Why ? Because all that God was was 
glorified in Him. This is the very contrast 
to the first man. God is not the centre of his 
moral being. 

You take all that has transpired in this 
place to-day. Has God answered to it ? 
He has not. I say, I do not understand it. 
But will God answer to it ? He will. When ? 
In resurrection. God is the centre of the moral 
universe. I see men going on doing their 
own will, living to themselves. Is there to be 
no answer to it ? There is, if God is God. 
It will be in resurrection. Resurrection is 
God's vindication of Himself and what is of 
Himself. A good deal of the answer will be 
in judgment. I want you to get hold of the 
idea. Everything that has happened will 
find its answer in resurrection. 

The Apostle Paul at the end of his course 
says, " Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day : 
and not to me only, but unto all them also 
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that love his appearing." What is the force 
of that ? People will not love His appearing 
if they are not in the way of righteousness. 
It is mere sentiment otherwise. His appearing 
is to set up that order of tilings which is ac-
oording to God. I must be in the way of right¬ 
eousness to love it. 

All this should cause exercise : it should 
cast us on Christ. Our one business is to do 
the will of God. The will of God is expressed 
iii Christ. " Pilled with the knowledge of his 
will in all wisdom and spiritual understand¬ 
ing ; that ye might walk worthy of the 
Lord." You are turned to Christ. This 
would make things that go against the grain 
go smoothly. 

" I will both lay me down in peace, and 
sleep." Take that in connection with " To 
be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiri¬ 
tually roinded is life and peace." We cannot 
have any rest when our will is working. When 
we are seeking His glory our wills are silent. 
Though God does not deal with us on the 
ground of what we are, yet all these blessings 
are found in the way of righteousness, if 
you were not established in grace you could 
not face this subject. God is dealing with 
me in grace on the ground of what Christ is; 
I must be established in that first. I think 
we ought to look at this way of righteousness, 
and exclaim, " Thou art fairer than the 
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children of men " ; but it must be a moral 
appreciation with God. 

Psalm iii. is the secret of peace ; Psalm iv. 
is the secret of joy ; Psalm iii. is the fruit 
of dependence : that is the secret of peace. 
Psalm iv. is the obedient one : that is the 
secret of joy. It is very simple. In some 
ways it answers to John xiv., where the 
Lord says, " My peace I leave with you," 
and in chapter xv. you have " My joy." 
Chapter xiv. is peace ; chapter xv. is joy : 
they are linked together. 

When you are in the way of righteousness 
there is no charm for the natural man, because 
you are seeking the glory of Him that sent 
you. Man seeks his own glory. Christ came in 
the Father's name. There was no charm for 
man about Him. He did not do well for Him¬ 
self. Man will praise you if you do well for 
yourself. Antichrist will be very much pre¬ 
ferred, because he will be after man's order. 

I can see the reason why people do not 
get blessing. " How can ye believe which 
receive honour one of another." I can see 
why ministry is non-effective; if you are 
seeking the appreciation of the saints you 
will not be used. The fact is, there is a new 
Man for God. We have it beautifully put 
before us in the epistles. There it is doctrinally 
stated, but you must come to the gospels to 
find Him out. It is the bringing out of the 
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second Man. The character of the old man, 
too, comes out in the gospels. The second 
Man here in this world brought out the true 
character of the first. We must have the 
epistles in order to know our link with the 
second Man, but we always finish up with 
the gospels. Children begin with the gospels. 
We go back to them again via the epistles. 
'• Ye have known him that is from the be¬ 
ginning." The one who is in the way of right¬ 
eousness has got the secret of good. If you 
put " Father " in here see how beautiful it is. 
Never a shadow crossed the Lord's soul. 
He had the light of His countenance. 

It is so lovely, one never reads it without 
feeling condemned. It delights us, and we 
judge ourselves by it. In that way we eat 
Him and we live by Him. 

I see here that the one who is in the way 
of righteousness, who has God's approval, 
is not a creature of circumstances. Ifc is true 
the Lord sighed, but that was sympathy or 
sorrow. Do you know why we do not sigh 
more ? " He looked up to heaven and sighed." 
He says, Earth is not like heaven. If we knew 
heaven better we should sigh more. We little 
feel the contrast of things here. But that did 
not alter His own blessed communion. 
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Psalms xiii., xiv., xv. 

We get here the experience of the remnant 
under the Antichrist. It is remarkable how 
the psalms go in fives. You have Psalms 
i. and ii. and then iii., iv., v., vi. and vii. 
Then comes Psalm viii.—the Son of man 
psalm. Then you have Psalms ix. and x. 
describing the Antichrist, and then Psalms 
xi., xii., xiii., xiv. and xv., telling of the 
experiences of the remnant under hLa. 
Psalms ix. and x. are only one psalm accord¬ 
ing to the Jewish scripture. 

It strikes me that the word " righteous '" 
is the key to this Book of Psalms. It is the 
righteous God and the righteous man, and 
the vindication of the righteous man in resur¬ 
rection. You get the resurrection stated in 
Psalm xvi. It is inferred in Psalm xvii. 

" Then were they in great fear, for God 
is in the generation of the righteous." I like 
that. They were in power though in great 
fear. They were made conscious that God 
was there. It is like Philippians i., " Which 
is to them an evident token of perdition, etc." 
" He shall never be moved." (Pea. xv. 5.) 
In Psalm xvi. you get the man who never 
was moved. The question is asked in Psalm 
xv., " Who shall abide in thy tabernacle ? " 
" Who shall dwell in thy holy hill ? " These 
two questions are answered in Psalms xvi., 
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xvii. The tabernacle is the dwelling-place ; 
the hill is where you are displayed. 

You get the same thing in Psalms xxiii., 
xxiv. " I shall dwell in the house of God," 
and " Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord ? " Life is collected wi'th the dwelling ; 
righteousness with the hill. In Psalm xvi. it 
is the path of life ; in Psalm xvii. the path 
of righteousness. " Thou wilt shew me the 
path of life." " I will behold thy face in right¬ 
eousness." 

Psalm xvi. 

You have in this psalm what answers to 
the meat offering. It is helpful to read He¬ 
brews xii. 1-3 after it to get the sequel, it 
completes the picture. The last of those 
verses would take in Psalm xvii. " Looking 
unto Jesus." This is not as Saviour, but as 
the great exemplification of faith. In Hebrews 
xi. you have a picture gallery of men of faith. 
You go from side to side till you come to 
the bottom and there you see the master¬ 
piece—Jesus. 

We have the inner principles of Christ's 
life here : the outward pressure is described 
in Psalm xvii. 

You get two thoughts running through 
the scriptures—the house and the hill. To 
use psalm language it is the house where 
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you live and the hill where you are displayed. 
Display is connected with righteousness. Life 
is for home. 

It would be very helpful if we saw the con¬ 
stellations of the Psalms. Psalms xvi., xvii. 
and xviii. go together. Psalms xix.. xx. and 
xxi. form another group. Psalms xxii., xxiii. 
and xxiv. a third group. All threes : each 
group distinct. The links are very beautiful. 
Connect Psalm xviii. 19 with Psalm xvi. : 
verse 20 with Psalm xvii. You get the key 
there. 

We get the meat offering here—if led by 
the Spirit in your meditations you get the 
frankincense here : this life was lived for 
God. You go on to the burnt offering in 
Psalm xl. Psalm xxii. is the sin offering. 
You do not get sin confessed till after Psalm 
xxii. When the question of sin has been 
fully met and settled you can face it so that 
confession comes in Psalm xxv. 

Of course you are on Jewish ground, but 
the principles of life are set before us, and 
they become illuminated if we put the light 
of Christianity into them. The study of this 
would be very helpful to us. 

Job says, " There is a path which no fovrl 
knoweth." It is outside human ken, outside 
the energy of nature. That path was trodden 
by Jesus. It is set before us in this psalm. 
The new man delights in it. I t is my life. 
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1 could not sit down and read that psalm if 
I did not see that that life was mine. The 
very perfection of it would make me wretched. 
We sit down and enjoy it and we become 
assimilated to it. We always copy what we 
admire. It is not doctrine, it is a Person. 
It is of Jesus this psalm speaks. The latter 
part of it is quoted in the New Testament. 
I t is a prophetic description of Jesus in His 
lowly path here in the perfection of His life 
as Psalm xxii. sets Him before us in all His 
sufferings on the cross. 

The moment you speak of a path you 
think of a way through somewhere. There 
was no path for innocent man in Eden, he had 
just to remain where God put him ; so, too, 
there will be no path in heaven. Now there 
is a path through this world and here it is 
outside the wit of man. It is a path of faith 
alone, and if we are Christians we are called 
to tread it. It is a great thing to see that 
the Lord has trodden it. The end of it is 
the " pleasures for evermore." The Lord 
has reached that and we are told to look off 
to Him. In this psalm all that He was for 
God is set before us clearly. 

I think it is right to say that the gospels 
present that which was seen outwardly of 
Him, but the psalms more what was inward, 
only you do not get the name of the Father 
because we are on Jewish ground. We bring 
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Christian light to bear upon these principles 
and we get help. If we are going to be happy 
we must go on these lines. It is a path outside 
nature; an unconverted man could not walk 
in it. There is a way—a resource too. We are 
fertile in resources and make a virtue of vice. 
We may be very cunning men of business, but 
that is not Psalm xvi. The frankincense is 
here. The object of this life is God. It is a 
life lived to God. It is a contrast with the 
life of the flesh which has man for its object. 

We get the benefit of the Old Testament 
scripture as no Jew ever did. Peter says the 
prophets of old searched their own prophecies, 
but it was unto us they ministered. 

We get eight points in this psalm. It may 
well be called a Michtam of David—a golden 
psalm : it is all golden, it is all Christ. The 
titles of the psalms are a part of scripture. 
When the psalms were given the music was 
given with them, and though we have lost 
the music I believe it will come back again 
another day. We do not want the music 
because we have the Spirit. Nothing is non-
essential. Even the genealogies of Chronicles 
will all be taken up again. How will the people 
know their places ? When the priest rises 
up with Urim and Thummim then they will 
know their places. They will be divinely 
instructed, and will say : I fit in here, I belong 
there. They will be very useful then. 
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The first note struck is sweet. ' : Preserve 
me, O God." What this must have been to 
God ! It is the food of God. (Lev. xxi. 17.) 
All the frankincense was for God. Man would 
rather trust anything than God. Christ is a 
dependent Man. 

" For in thee do I put my trust." He is a 
confiding Man. He is dependent because He 
is confiding. He says, There is no question 
in My heart as to your love. How beauti¬ 
fully that comes out in Matthew xi. Men 
would not mourn when He lamented or 
dance when He piped, but He turns to His 
Father, and says, " I thank thee." He is 
found at that moment in the bosom of the 
Father. The pillow ôf Jesus is in Matthew 
>:i. Storms drive us home, but storms found 
Him at home. " At that time "—everything 
blighted in His ministry, His love cast in 
His teeth, John questioning Him, all looked 
dark—" At that time Jesus said, I thank 
thee." He was in the place of repose. He 
invites us into it. " Come unto me," I will 
give you the rest that is in the knowledge of 
the Father ; I will teach you that you are 
loved as I am loved, and therefore My pillow-
is yours. 

There is the blessed repose of the Father's 
affections, unbounded confidence in bound¬ 
less love. I bow. He says, I am perfectly 
contented with your appreciation, your know-
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ledge of Me. No Man knows the Son but the 
Father, and then He says, " Come unto me." 
I say, Lord, I am a poor, storm-tossed crea¬ 
ture. He says, I saved you from hell. I say, 
But I am so weary ; I want rest. He says, 
" Come unto me." Suppose your will is silent 
and you have unbounded confidence in bound¬ 
less love, you come and find rest to your soul. 
There is the coming to Him and having Him 
come to us, but there is the keeping company 
with Him and going on finding rest day by 
day. You get a parallel passage in Psalm 
xxvii. " One thing have I desired . . . that 
I may [not visit butj dwell in the house of 
the Lord." Now mark. " For in the time of 
trouble he shall hide me." 

Hebrews xi. is God's picture gallery, and 
over it is the inscription, " The just shall 
live by faith." There is a very close connection 
between this and 2 Corinthians iv. " We 
walk by faith, not by sight." " While we 
look not at the things which are seen." Then 
we can sleep through the storm if we put 
our head on the same pillow that the blessed 
Lord used. When He left the world He left 
the pillow—the Father's bosom—behind for 
us. Often we find we have got our heads on 
hard pillows of our own making. \-_: <; 

It is the finest thing that ever happened to 
a Christian to be shut up to God where no 
creature can help. You are going to have 
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some spiritual promotion ; you are going to 
see how God can get you out of a strait, or 
sustain you in one. You say, " I cannot 
stand this, I must use my wings." There is 
a bird in the tropics that God has given in¬ 
stinct to know when a storm is coming and it 
goes up two miles high and basks in the 
sunshine while the storm is raging below. 
I used to sing, " Had I the wings of a dove 
I would fly far, far away." I cannot sing it 
now because I know I have them, and the 
question is, Do I use them ? What I mean 
by the wings of a dove is the energy of the 
Spirit. 

The Lord said to the disciples : " Where¬ 
fore did ye doubt ? " He did not doubt. 
There is much pretension to piety in these 
days. You say your prayers in the morning 
and you say them in the evening, but it is not 
that, it is the constant sense of dependence 
that is needed. That was the secret of the 
Lord's rest in the presence of His enemies. 
Yoi! get the sense of it in John's gospel. 

Now we come to the first part of verse 2-— 
a very important passage, " 0 my soul, thou 
hast said unto Jehovah, Thou art my Lord." 
It is helpful to know that where you get 
" LORD " in small capitals in scripture you 
should read Jehovah, but when it is printed 
in the ordinary way it means Lord in the 
sen-e of a title. 
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Here we find the obedient man—unqualified 
obedience. Jehovah is the God of Israel. We 
should not call Him Jehovah if led by the 
Spirit, but the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Jehovah sets forth the eternity 
of God, the One who was, is, and shall be. 
He says to Jehovah, " Thou art my Lord." 
I am down here to do Thy will. He pleased 
not Himself. The way to be happy is to be 
subject and obedient. 

Turn to Psalm viii., " 0 Lord our Lord, 
how excellent is thy name in all the earth ! " 
The last verse is just the same. It begins 
and ends alike, and between those verses 
you get the millennium. Everybody is happy 
because they are subject. That is the idea 
of Psalm viii. This helps me in the under¬ 
standing of what a Christian's household 
should be. You cannot have the millennium 
anywhere but in your house. You can have 
it there in this way : our children should be 
subject to Christ. The husband is to be subject 
to Christ, the wife too. You cannot be happy 
unless you have got that rule. 

The Lord Jesus took the place of subjection 
to His Father. The One who was absolutely 
subject is the One to whom everything will 
be subjected. It is a very sweet thought that 
He is the One who is to reign. 

What makes me subject is knowing His 
love. I believe He will do the very best for 
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me. If you get away from the Lord you get 
three t-Lings : night, nakedness, and nothing. 
(See John xx.) He stands on the shore and 
says, How are you getting on 1 you have 
got away from Me. He never gets away 
from us. He says, " Come unto me." I say, 
I am a poor, storm-tossed creature, what wilt 
Thou give me ? He says, I will give you rest ; 
I will tell you that the love wherewith the 
Father loves Me is the love wherewith He 
loves you. That is rest. 

Then the Lord not only says, Come to Me, 
but, Keep company with Me. Where 1 In the 
Father's bosom. You take His yoke, keep close 
to Him, and learn His love. Now you will 
bow, you will be glad to take His yoke, knowing 
that you have His portion. 

In the next clause you have His lowliness : 
" My goodness extendeth not to thee." That 
is rather a difficult passage. We never forget 
that He was a divine Person. It is as man 
He says this. That was His perfection, having 
taken such a place. He who was God speaks 
like this because He had taken the place of 
man. 

He says to the saints, All My pleasure is 
in you—a very sweet thing to meditate upon. 
This goes along with the lowliness. He says 
to Jehovah, I find My pleasure where Thou 
findest Thine. Lowliness is one mark of a 
spiritual person. It says in Romans xii. 
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" Go along with the lowly." (New Trans.) 
Jesus was most lowly, and went along with 
the lowly. He said to the young ruler, There 
is none good but One—God. A wonderful 
word to fall from His lips. It is the perfection 
of His manhood. Not ceasing to be God He 
is a perfect man, and abides a man for ever. 
There is no room for the activity of the human 
mind. We can only adore. The Son shall be 
subject and God all in all. 

In the next verse we get a very important 
thing, too, what I should call the salt of the 
meat offering. (Lev. ii. 13.) He was the 
separate Man. There was to be no honey, 
that is, the niceness of human nature. Here 
was One separated to God ; there was no 
salt lacking in Him. " Their sorrows shall be 
multiplied that hasten after another god." 
If you want multiplication of sorrow turn 
away from God. There is much bitter sorrow, 
which is the fruit of turning away from God. 
He is the true God and Eternal Life. " Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols." Any¬ 
thing that comes between our souls and God 
is an idol. 

I believe it is in this that so many of us fail. 
We do not keep separate. We mix with people 
and come down to their level, and we lose 
our joy. You cannot have communion if you 
are not separate, and the measure of your 
separation is the measure of your blessing. 
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Numbers vi. is intensely interesting. The 
Nazarite separates himself from everything 
here ; he lets his hair grow long, he is subject. 
What comes at the end of the chapter ? 
" On this wise ye shall bless the children of 
Israel. . . . The Lord bless thee and keep thee." 
You cannot begin here, you must begin at 
the earlier part of the chapter. You cannot 
get in at the end if you do not. These words 
come in at the end of the chapter. It is the 
way God arranges His word for our instruc¬ 
tion. I ask, Who is it that enjoys the blessing 
that Jehovah proposes here ? The man who 
answers to the earlier part. 

Take this blessing here and the first Book 
of Psalms, and you will see the person who 
enjoys it. The sons of men turned Christ's 
glory into shame. His glory was to be a 
Nazarite. They said, You have got nothing 
by being separate. " But know that the Lord 
hath set apart him that is godly for himself." 

" Who will shew us any good ? " Wherever 
you go you find people asking that question ; 
they look it if they do not ask it. Who can 
give the answer ? The separate man can. 
Why ? Because he is in it. Here is one in 
Psalm iv. who says, You want good, do you ? 
Here it is in the light of Jehovah's countenance. 
You may have no corn and no wine, but you 
have got something better. He has gladness 
in his heart. 
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The first verse of Psalm xvi. answers to 
Psalm iii. ; verse 4 of Psalm xvi. to Psalm iv. 
The separated man is the satisfied man. 
You may be converted and going to heaven, 
but that does not satisfy. God proposes 
two things in the gospel as far as my need 
is concerned. He proposes to make me suit¬ 
able to Himself through the blood of the 
Lamb and then to make me happy in Him. 
That is John iv. The Lord proposes a well 
of water to the woman. What a proposal! 
I t is a capacity to know and enjoy God, the 
Father and the Son. That is satisfaction ; 
and, mind you, you cannot worship without 
satisfaction. 

The next thing here is he worships. " I 
will bless the Lord." You cannot worship 
unless you are clear. That is Hebrews x., 
but that is not enough. The blood makes me 
fit for His presence, but there is something 
more needed to make me worship—a satisfied 
heart, an overflowing heart. You must have 
Hebrews x. and John iv. together to get 
worship. 

In the Psalms we are on Jewish ground and 
have Jewish relationships, but then as on 
Christian ground we can bring in Christian 
relationships and these principles are lighted 
up. We must remember that this psalm will 
be read when we have left the earth and it 
will be literally true. The prayer book idea 
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is a right one, but it will not do now. It 
supposes that you have not got the Spirit. 
This is the prayer book of the Jews, it is all 
prepared for them that they may be able to 
give vent to their feelings. We do not want 
to rob the Jews, but it is all written for our 
admonition. 

The cup is what we drink now, the inheri¬ 
tance is what we are going on to. The Lord 
is the portion of both ; He is a satisfying 
portion. Very few of us know the secret of 
good ; you must be in it to speak of it. Very 
few of us are really satisfied Christians; that 
is evidenced by the way we seek satisfaction 
in other things and by the worship in our 
meetings. That is a true indication of where 
we Xre, like the hands of a clock. What we 
have here is more directly the Lord Himself 
than the cup running over in Psalm xxiii. 

It is the satisfied man who can render a 
testimony. I suppose most of us can say 
something about the Lord. If I ask, Have 
you come to Jesus and what has He done for 
you ? can you say, He has satisfied me ? 
It says in Psalm lxxii., " The prayers of David 
the son of Jesse are ended." He says, I can 
ask for nothing more, I am satisfied, it is all 
Christ, I have reached it. He had the gratifi¬ 
cation of presenting the king after God's own 
heart. He says, God is going to get a king 
like that, that will do for me, I cannot ask 
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for another thing. There is not a thing to 
ask for, you are filled up. I think we some¬ 
times touch that. 

Do not misunderstand me. We can never 
do without prayer, but there are times when 
you are so deeply satisfied that all you have 
to do is to praise. I would like to taste that 
more. That is the climax of the apostle's 
prayer in Ephesians iii., " Filled into all the 
fulness of God." That is satisfaction, that 
is what I call conscious state. " Christ in * 
you the hope of glory " is true Christian state. 
Then there is the conscious state. 

Verse 7. Then he blesses the Lord, and his 
reins instruct him in the night season. His 
reins are his thinkings. This is very impor¬ 
tant and raises the question what we think 
about. I believe there is a lot of sin com¬ 
mitted in thought. If we were filled with 
Christ we should not have such foolish thoughts. 

The mind must be filled with something. 
The measure of your practical sanctification 
is the measure in which you control yourself 
there. You say you cannot help your thoughts. 
Well, if you are going on right, thinking- of 
Christ, foolish thoughts will not intrude. There 
will be no room for them. The apostle gives 
us in Philippians iv. a list of things to think 
about. You never did a thing that you did not 
think about first. You may say, I was over¬ 
taken, but you had it in your mind and you 

40 



MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. 

should have judged it there. Do you ever 
ask God that when you wake up in the morn¬ 
ing you may be thinking of Him ? 

People are talking about holiness all over 
the country, but I believe it is often most 
shallow. Holiness begins inside. They tell 
you you must abstain from this and that. 
That is not holiness. In Romans xii. you get 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
How many times you get in scripture what 
a man says in his heart. Here the Lord says, 
" My thinkings also instruct me in the night 
seasons." I like that. The night season should 
be a very profitable season. 

Now then in verse 8 he is a devoted man, 
" I have set Jehovah always before me." 
This is a beautiful verse—a kidd of summary. 
" I shall not be moved." Why ? " Because 
he is at my right hand." That is John xi. 
There you get the unmovedness of Jesus. 
You get it all along through John. When 
He hears that Lazarus is sick He abides two 
days still in the same place. Quietness is 
always a sign of power. I do not mean natural 
quietness, but quietness of spirit; you can wait. 

When He does move the disciples say, You 
will be stoned. But His eye is single and 
His whole body is full of light in that sense. 
" I have set Jehovah always before me." 
That is the object of His life. " If any mau 
walk in the day he stumbleth not." 
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Look at the last verses of John xvi. That 
sets it before us. " Jesus answered them, Do 
ye now believe ? Behold, the hour cometh, 
yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, 
every man to his own." Every man to his 
own ! " And shall leave me alone : and yet 
I am not alone, because the Father is with 
me." " Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God." That is how I understand this. They 
say, We believe that thou earnest forth from 
God, but the Lord says, That will not do : 
that is quite true, but I will shew you the value 
of that; when trial comes you will go to your 
own. 

The Lord was an overcomer because He 
set the Father before Him. We get the same 
idea in Philippians iv., " Let your yielding-
ness be known unto all men. The Lord is at 
hand." 

He goes right through. " Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell"—in a disembodied 
state. As we know, He was raised from among 
the dead. He trusted God right down into 
death. He trusted Him for resurrection. 
Resurrection is the vindication of a path of 
faith. The resurrection is what I call the 
adjustment. Your faith and hope is in the God 
that raised Jesus from the dead. The path 
of life may lead us to the stake. To be a 
Christian in early times was to face death all 
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the day long. We have got easy times in that 
respect and therefore we are not so bright. 

Here the Lord is going into death : we do 
not get atonement in this scripture, we must 
go to other scriptures for that. It is the same 
death in which atonement was made, but here 
He is going through death trusting in God to 
be raised from the dead, and He has been. 
We shall all have joy in going to heaven, but 
who had joy as Jesus had. He has passed 
through sorrow and shame and gone into that 
place where He will sorrow no more. He said 
to the disciples, "If ye loved me ye would 
rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father." 
If you thought of Me you would rejoice. He 
will have joy as no other will. 

Are you ready to go to heaven ? Would 
you like to go ? You say, I am going to 
heaven when I die. Yes, because you cannot 
help yourself. But are you pressing on to it ? 
The Lord always had it before Him and He 
was pressing on to it. 

Psalm xvii. 

This is a companion psalm to Psalm iv. 
I t is the future compensation of righteousness 
in resurrection. It is the way of righteousness 
still, " Hear the right, 0 Lord . . . give ear 
unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned 

43 



MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. 

lips," that is, his lips and his heart are one. 
How often it is otherwise with us. The reason 
why the Psalmist's lips are not feigned is in 
verse 3, " Thou hast proved mine heart." 

What a verse the second is ! He appeals to 
God to give an answer. You see public ap¬ 
proval is here. In Psalm iv. there was the 
sense of God's secret approval. Public ap¬ 
proval is seen in resurrection. It is not so 
much what he gets here as a present portion, 
but he looks forward to the day when there 
would be an adequate answer. He sees that 
the sons of men have their portion in this life. 
Then in contrast, " As for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteousness : I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake, with thy likeness." Resurrec¬ 
tion is the recompense. 

I think Christ's satisfaction is in seeing 
everything answering to what God is. We 
shall be satisfied, too, because we shall be in 
it. As I understand it, this takes us forward 
to the eternal state when everything answers 
to God. The psalms do not of necessity give 
us full Christian light, but th« Spirit of God 
has left it for us to fill up. 

Then everything He looks upon will be 
according to His own pleasure. He must rest, 
but then, you see, the Lord will have the deep 
satisfaction of knowing that it has been 
brought about through Him. " He shall see of 
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied." 
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" He shall see his seed." He will have a seed 
on Jewish lines, leaving out our heavenly 
portion. 

The blessed Lord is the righteous One— 
the true Israel—and He will have a people of 
His own order in that way—the law written 
in their hearts, a people on the earth answering 
to Him morally. If the people had only 
answered to what we get in Deuteronomy ! 
They did not, but the Lord will have a people 
on earth that answers to it. Of course there 
will be the heavenly side. He will have a 
seed on earth answering to Psalm L, that is, 
in the millennium. 

If He has His satisfaction in the millennium, 
what will it be in the eternal state. He will 
say, I died to bring it about. He has been 
anointed with the oil of gladness above His 
fellows. It is beautiful ! 

Then righteousness shall look down from 
heaven. I t is earthly, but we may learn a 
great deal from it. The righteousness that 
looks down is Christ Himself really. He 
secured it all. Everything will be according to 
God, and God will see everything consistent 
with Himself. " Righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other." That is atonement. 

" Let thine eyes behold the things that are 
equal " is the Lord inviting the scrutiny of 
God. There was no inequality with Him. 
This is the meat offering again, the fine flour; 
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there is no grit in this. The cakes get broken 
up in the end of the psalm, but only to prove 
how perfect all was. It is the cakes baked 
in a pan. 

Men that are " thy sword." " Men which 
are thy hand." Suppose a man cheats me, I 
am dreadfully mortified at it, but I say to 
myself, He could not have done it if the Lord 
had not permitted it. I t comes out in Hebrews. 
There were those who were spoiling their 
goods. (Heb. x.) 

The apostle says, He endured the contradic¬ 
tion of sinners against Himself. Then he says, 
" Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth." 
How ? By men which are His hand. Look 
at Habakkuk i. 12, " Art thou not from 
everlasting . . . thou hast ordained them for 
judgment . • . thou hast established them for 
correction." 

There it is again, " Men that are thy sword." 
Habakkuk gets troubled, he cannot under¬ 
stand things, he is like us, up and down, one 
moment in faith, the next looking at things as 
they appear. God must vindicate the right. 
When '? In resurrection ; everything must 
come out then whether for us or for the un¬ 
saved. 

The last verse is very beautiful, " As for 
me, I will behold thy face in righteousness." 
Here is that blessed One tracking His way 
through the world. I like to think of this as 
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true of Him first, but then we come into it 
also. 

Loving His appearing comes in here. If we 
were more sensitive, we should feel more that 
things here are not suited to God, and long 
more for the time when all will be according 
to Him. How can I love His appearing if 
I am not in moral accord with God now ? 

Psalm xviii. 

This forms the third of this group. It is 
Messiah heard and delivered in resurrection. 
(See ver. 19.) It is a repetition of 2 Samuel 
xxii., where you get the song David sung 
when delivered from all his enemies. You 
have his last words in chapter xxiii. 

Between these two there is a very big break 
in which comes David's history as a king. 
I see how this illustrates deliverance again. 
David sings. We know what it is to do that, 
we sing " Hallelujah," and think that all is 
going well now, but then comes the test. In 
chapter xxiii. he says, Never was a man so 
favoured as I have been, and never did a 
man fail as I have done. 

Well, David, what are you going to do now ? 
I must get away to what God has before Him, 
I see what it should be, but I have not been it. 
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God has got the Man in whom all shall be 
made good. David gets Christ before him. 

Then if you go on to Psalm lxxii., " The 
prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended." 
" This is all my salvation and all my desire." 
He has nothing left to desire. This is Hab-
akkuk again. He is distressed at what he 
sees (chap, i.) ; then God calls him up to His 
watch-tower and there he gets Christ before 
him. " It shall surely come, it shall not 
tarry ! " 

Psalm xiz. 

This psalm belongs to another section. It 
gives us the testimony of God in creation and 
the testimony of God in the law—two testi¬ 
monies of which Romans i., ii. and iii. speak. 
It shews how man has failed under both. 
God has never left man without a testimony. 
Man will be judged according to the testi¬ 
mony rendered. The testimony of creation is 
universal, the testimony of the law is confined 
to Israel. 

" In them hath he set " the symbols of 
grace, '" a tabernacle for the sun." God's 
testimony in creation and His testimony in 
grace are universal. God renders a testimony 
to Job through creation and brings him to his 
right place. 

When He takes Job in hand He does not 
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take him to the law but to creation. Job was 
linked with God in connection with this testi¬ 
mony. No doubt there were more Jobs. 
One delights to think of thousands who were 
true to the testimony of creation. God's 
testimony in creation led Job to repent. He 
says, " I am vile." God shews him His crea-
torial power, and he is brought into moral 
accord with God. 

In Romans i. we see that man failed under 
this testimony. Man made himself an object, 
and the moment he does that he is degraded 
and comes down to worshipping a serpent. 
The moment man becomes an object to himself 
he falls below himself. When once he leaves 
God he goes down from man to birds and four-
footed beasts and creeping things. 

Job was a man who lived up to the testimony 
God gave him. God took him in hand to deepen 
the work in him and the universe is ransacked 
to shew him God's creatorial power, and his 
mouth is stopped. 

Verse 7. Here we begin with what is Jewish. 
I t is not the ten commandments but a moral 
description of the word. When you come to 
the end of the psalm it is, " Let the words of 
my mouth . . . be acceptable," The latter 
part is the moral cleansing of the word. 

The next psalm dovetails with this ; the 
words of my mouth are acceptable. When 
Jesus is before us, the eye is fixed on Messiah 
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in His humiliation here. That is a very fine 
connection. I think of that when I go to the 
morning meeting. " Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight." That is, when His 
Son is our theme. 

There is the moral cleansing before that, 
otherwise it would be mere sentiment. " Cleanse 
thou me from secret faults." It is the moral 
action of the word which leaves me free for 
the positive side, and the positive side is 
Jesus. 

Psalms xx., xxi. 

Psalm xx. is touching because the eye is 
fixed on Jesus in His humiliation here. The 
One who went His way through this world in 
the path of life and the path of righteousness 
is the theme of your heart. You are free now 
to ask God to do something for Him. I 
always call that the Mephibosheth psalm. 
(2 Sam. xix. 30.) 

I t is beautiful to see in these psalms the 
" Thee " and " Thy " ; it is not " Me " and 
" My." The interpretation of it is that the 
remnant, under the power of the Spirit of God, 
have their hearts taken up with Messiah who 
is here in lowliness. " Let him take all," said 
Mephibosheth, " forasmuch as my lord the 
king is come again in peace unto his own 
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house." The spirit of Mephibosheth is here. 
The heart of the remnant is won by His humilia 
tion and they ask Jehovah to do something 
for Him. " Jehovah hear thee . . . the name 
of the God of Jacob defend thee." 

This psalm sets forth the spirit in which we 
are to come into the assembly. The latter 
part of the previous psalm is the cleansing by 
the word, but in the last verse the desire is, 
" Let the words of my mouth, and the medita¬ 
tion of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight." 
Now when are the words of our mouth accept¬ 
able ? When Jesus is the theme. 

It has been said that He wins our hearts 
by His humiliation and satisfies them with 
His glory. In Psalm xx. our hearts are won. 
In Psalm xxi. they are satisfied. 

Psalm xxi. is the answer to the desire of 
Psalm xx. " The king shall joy in thy strength, 
0 Lord ; and in thy salvation how greatly 
shall he rejoice ! " None ever knew salvation 
as the Lord knew it. Some do not like that, 
but you have to think of what it means. 
" He was heard for his piety." (Heb. v.) 
You have a series of testimonies here. The 
testimony of God in creation; the testimony 
of the Lord in the law ; then you get Jesua 
in humiliation, the eye fixed on Him and the 
heart won by Him. 

Mephibosheth says, You have won my 
heart. I was nothing but a dog and you have 
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given me a place at your table, let him take 
all now that you have returned in peace. I 
am thinking about your things. There is 
the element of their salvation in it; they 
recognise this, that His salvation is their own. 
Their interests are ever linked with that 
blessed One ; if He is saved they will be. Take 
verse 5, " We will rejoice in thy salvation." 
You can easily see the same thing in the 
answer, " Thou hast given him his heart's 
desire." 

I like to read Psalm lxix. with this psalm 
" Let not them that wait on thee, 0 Lord God 
of hosts, be ashamed for my sake." 

In Psalm xxi. they are not ashamed for His 
sake. I think that is a wonderful expression, 
the unselfish love of the Lord. There He was 
in His sorrow, but He says, Do not let them be 
ashamed for My sake. He is thinking about 
them. Then in the next verse you get, " Be¬ 
cause for thy sake I have borne reproach." 
He was there for Jehovah and He was there 
for the remnant. 

Peter takes it up. There you have the 
remnant again. (1 Peter i. 21.) There we are 
not ashamed. Peter says, You need not be 
ashamed who by Him do believe in God who 
gave Him glory. He gives His glory in Psalm 
xxi. That is the principle: what God is to 
Christ He is to us. 

If we were in the spirit of Psalm xx. in coming 
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to the morning meetings we should come to 
think of Him. Think of that blessed life He 
traced here. Think of all that God got from 
Him. I shall never forget a brother getting up 
after the breaking of bread and saying, " 0 
Lord, we are so glad that Thou wilt sorrow no 
more." A very simple sentence, but it was 
the way in which it was said that went through 
the meeting. That is the kind of thing. 

I see a great difference between singing 
about the Lord and singing to the Lord. I t is 
a Person in whose presence you are. I speak 
to Him face to face. The more we are in the 
presence of the Lord the more simple we are. 

I feel the principle contained in these two 
psalms would be very precious in the morning 
meetings. When we come there it is Christ 
who fills our vision and not our blessing. 
It is what He is worthy of. 

In Psalm xxii. He is thinking of God's glory 
and our blessing; here we think about His 
side. These three psalms go beautifully to¬ 
gether. It ends in His power being put forth 
on His enemies. When we come to the next 
psalm we come to a deeper thing. It is atone¬ 
ment. You do not get that in Psalm lxix. 
Wherever you get atonement you always get 
fruit in grace, but where it is suffering from 
man the result is judgment. 
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Psalm xxii. 

This psalm is called " The hind of the morn¬ 
ing." I think it refers to what you see at 
sunrising : before the sun rises it shoots up 
horns of light. I t is the dawning of the day 
and it ushers in the millennial morning. 

The first twenty-one verses are the terrible 
night. You have the darkness of the night 
and then the dawning of the morning. " Weep 
ing may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning." That is what we get here. 

The overwhelming sorrow is presented first, 
the greatest thing first. " My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ? " Moses said, 
" I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burnt." That is what you 
get here. And the voice was heard, " Put 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground." Here 
the Lord is in the fire and the bush is not 
consumed because He is divine. 

" I am a worm," that is the bush. To 
Moses I think it set forth Israel in Egypt, 
not consumed because God was with them. 
I t is a beautiful thought, " the hind of the 
morning," it is all over now. 

The object of the Book of Psalms is to 
secure praise for God. The whole scope of 
the psalms is contained in those two sentences 
at the beginning and the end. " Blessed is 
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the man " and " Praise ye the Lord." Blessing 
to man and praise to God. But in order to 
secure this we must have the first part of this 
psalm. There is no praise apart from His 
sorrow. It is a very holy thing to meditate 
on Psalm xxii. We can easily see the way it 
turns. This psalm should describe our morning 
meeting. The more we enter into the bitter 
" night of weeping " the more we shall enjoy 
the dawning of this eternal day, and we, the 
heavenly people, are the first to enter into the 
enjoyment of it. We always come in first. 

Is there anything that has not gone in the 
burning. He " declares " and He " praises." 
(Ver. 22.) Our praises are often too low. 
The consecrated priests had their hands full 
of that which typified Christ. You feel you 
love the Son, but the moment you think of 
that you feel you are indebted to the Father. 
The Lord is always praising, and if we get 
into His company we must follow. 

Nearness of heart is the first thing. I am 
come to think of Him, to meditate on His 
sorrow in His company, and you cannot look 
down into the depths without praising. It is 
not making efforts. Do not make efforts, but 
get close to the Lord. He is the Leader of 
the choir, you cannot get into His company 
without singing, and remember, He is 
always singing. There is nothing He has not 
met in His death. There is plenty in me that 
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is incongruous, but I am not going to think 
about that. I am going to think about Him. 

In verse 3 we see Him vindicating God in 
the hour of His sorrow. " But thou art holy ! " 
How acceptable that must have been to God ! 
I t is the answer of His own blessed heart to 
God in vindication of God in forsaking Him. 
His piety comes out there. There are three 
things in this verse, three reasons for His 
being forsaken. First, the " law of the house " 
established (Ezek. xliii. 12), then dwelling, 
then praising. That is to say, He was there 
to establish the law of the house, but He 
was there also to establish the privilege of 
the house (Ezek. xlviii. 35), to secure praises 
for God. 

The One who secures the praises in verse 3 
is the One who leads them in verse 22. We 
have the depths of His sorrow in the first 
three verses and the height of His joy in verse 
22. The blessed Lord could look along the 
whole vista of time and see that every bit of 
praise that God would ever get from the 
earthly or the heavenly choir would all be 
the fruit of His sorrow. 

If we come together and find ourselves in 
His company, we sing, and that is an answer 
to His sorrow. I begin to see that Christ died 
to secure something for God. He dwells in 
the praises of His people. He finds His joy 
and satisfaction in the praises of His people. 
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In John iv. the Lord says, I am here to seek 
worshippers for the Father. He shall yet 
dwell in the praises of Israel. We are to be 
in the spirit of this. Here He declares the 
Father's name ; in Psalm xlv. it is the other 
side. Here He is caring for the Father's glory; 
in Psalm xlv. God says, as it were, I will 
take care that He shall not be forgotten. 

We were in the company spoken of in verse 
16 by nature, but we have got over into the 
company of verse 22. That is wonderful grace. 
Now we surround Him severed from that com¬ 
pany. We hated Him once, now we praise 
Him. " Being let go they went to their own 
company." 

There is another thing that will strike 
you—the desolation of the Lord. He is alone 
in His sorrow, but He has companions in His 
joy. Everything comes out here—all He 
suffered from man—all His tender sensibilities. 
He trusts in Jehovah ; then the taunt against 
Him; He proclaimed before the universe that 
He was a God-forsaken man, and yet God 
delighted in Him. How can you put that 
together ? " Let him deliver him, seeing he 
delighted in him." Now Psalm xviii. comes 
in, " He delivered me, because he delighted in 
me." That is resurrection. 

The sharp turn of this psalm is wonderful— 
from night to morning—and no cloud can 
ever bedim that day. We are in it in spirit 
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now. Supposing I am cloudy, it is a terrible 
thing to refuse the light and the joy. It is all 
pure grace ; you must not make bargains. 
The first day of the week is here, although it 
is not mentioned. The dawning of the day— 
Oh ! breathe that atmosphere. 

There is another great thing, " A seed 
shall serve him." (Ver. 30.) There you get a 
generation. He is the righteous One and there 
is the congregation of the righteous ones. He 
starts the generation. Verse 22 is the rem¬ 
nant. The great congregation is the whole of 
Israel. 

The remnant was the nucleus of the church. 
We come in with other light. The Sanctifier 
and the sanctified are all of one. According 
to Hebrews the remnant lost earth and got 
heaven. In the New Testament the Spirit of 
God quotes passages referring to the remnant, 
but gives them a fresh and deeper meaning. 
The moment you touch verse 22 you come into 
John xx. and Hebrews ii. It is wonderful 
grace that brings us into it. 

Wherever you get the " sorrow" psalms 
you get the " seed." Not a question of judg¬ 
ment but the blessing of the people and 
worship. 

When it is a question of exaltation in con¬ 
nection with the rejection of man there you 
get judgment. The moment you get atone¬ 
ment the answer is grace as in this psalm. 
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In Psalm lxix., where it is the rejection of 
man, it is, His seed shall inherit. Here it is a 
seed shall warship. 

In Psalm cii., where you get the weakening 
of His manhood, He is greeted as Jehovah. 
This blessed Man, who shrinks from being cut 
off with all the true, holy sensibilities of a 
man, who felt being cut off in the midst of 
His days, His humanity brought out in a 
special way, is greeted as Jehovah. 

In that psalm the seed is established. Then 
in Isaiah liii. the whole point is the " seed." 
" He shall see his seed." I think that is the 
key to the scripture. That is all on earth ; 
when you come to the New Testament you get 
a heavenly seed. " Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone : 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." 
I think that verse takes in the whole idea of 
both earthly and heavenly seed. What we 
need is to be led more into the truth that we 
are of His order—of His kind. We do not 
belong to this order at all. 

Psalm xxiii. 

Psalm xxiii. is really what Jehovah was 
to the Lord, although you could not speak 
of the Lord as a sheep. He who could speak 
thus is our Shepherd. It has been said that 
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He is the good Shepherd (John x.) in Psalm 
xxii.—He lays down His life. He is the great 
Shepherd (Heb. xiii.) in Psalm xxiii., and 
the chief Shepherd (1 Peter v.) in Psalm xxiv. 
If Jehovah is the Shepherd then the necessary 
consequence is " I shall not want." It must 
be so. The One who leads the praises in 
Psalm xxii. leads in the path. (Psa. xxiii.) 
We must know the one before we know the 
other. 

He lies down, He is led, He is revived. 
Verse 2 is communion, verse 3 is the path. 
He restores—refreshes your soul. It is the 
green pastures and the still waters. Verse 2 
is restfulness—He lies down in green pastures, 
that is the inside communion ; then comes 
the pathway, " He leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness." If we confide in His care 
He leads in a right way. 

Then " the valley of the shadow of death." 
For us it is only the " shadow " of death because 
He has been through it—the reality. Death 
now is robbed of its terrors because He is 
with us. The One who has been in the reality 
of death is with us in the shadow of death. 
I think the point is that His death puts things 
in the shade. 

" That such a death on earth has been. 
Stamps with its impress all the scene." 

To the unconverted man this world is the 
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valley of death, but to us it is the shadow 
because we are in the company of the One who 
went into the reality of it ; so we fear no 
evil. It is the development of Psalm xvi. 
5, 6. The oil (ver. 5) is Psalm civ. 

The cup is what is inward. I t is a blessed 
conclusion. " Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life : and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." 

I do not think this psalm is the mest ad¬ 
vanced. I think Psalm xxvii. is on a higher 
plane than this, as instanced in the following 
passage : " One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after ; that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in his temple." 

Psalm xxv. 

We have had three threes of psalms, now 
we come to three fives. We have xvi. to 
xviii. ; xix. to xxi. ; then xxii. to xxiv. Now 
we get three fives : xxv. to xxix. ; xxx. to 
xxxiv. ; xxxv. to xxxix. Then the first 
book closes with two : xl., xli. You come 
in with two and go out with two. 

You get in Psalm xxv. sin confessed for 
the first time. In verse 7 he says, " Remember 
not the sins of my youth." (See also vers. 11, 
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18.) Now that the sin offering has been estab¬ 
lished in Psalm xxii. there could be the con¬ 
fession of sin. The principles of confession 
are in this psalm—for Israel of Course, but 
for us also. 

I t is very interesting to notice that the 
knowledge that sin has been met enables us 
to have it all out. What accompanies con¬ 
fession is uprightness of heart, it leads to it. 

The moral side of redemption is very im¬ 
portant ; we look at the relief side so much ; 
it is not relief only, it is, I am with God. Is 
there any reason for my keeping back anything 
from God ? No. " There is forgiveness with 
thee, that thou mightest be feared." The 
result of your being with God is practical 
righteousness. The point is, " He will teach 
sinners in the way." I say, That is a won¬ 
derful thing, how can that be ? 

Then it says, " The meek will he teach his 
way." It comes out in Psalm xxxii., " in 
whose spirit there is no guile." Psalm xxxii. 
is the development. See the remarkable way 
these psalms are put together. 

Psalm xxvi. 

The key to this psalm is verse 8. He loves 
Jehovah's dwelling-place—the tabernacle of 
His honour. It sets forth the affection of the 
godly soul for the habitation of the house. 
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We have been redeemed to God to love His 
dwelling-place. He loves the house and he 
loves the law of the house. The law of the 
house is established in Psalm xxii., "' But 
thou art holy." While he loves the place, he 
desires to be consistent with the place he 
loves, to be morally suitable. I t sets forth 
what should characterise us as gathered to 
the Lord's name. He would be clean as to 
himself, and he would be clean as to his asso¬ 
ciations ; he is morally qualified to be there. 
" My foot standeth in an even place"; 
there is no inequality in his ways. 

Psalm xxv. is our conversion. Psalm xxvi. 
is our association with the house. There 
could be no dwelling with God apart from 
holiness. The Lord recognises that in His 
forsaking, " But thou art holy." " Holy," 
" inhabitest," " praises." Put those three 
words together. It is all the fruit of His 
sorrow, He makes it possible for us to be with 
God, and we cannot be with God without 
praising. 

This psalm acknowledges the law of the 
house and the privileges of the house. " The 
Lord is there." (Ezek. xlviii. 35.) What 
enables him to say verse 2 is verse 3. " Ex¬ 
amine me, 0 Lord, and prove me ; try my 
reins and my heart. For thy lovingkindness 
is before mine eyes." If His lovingkindness 
is not before your eyes, you have got reserve. 
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Psalm xxvi., he loves the house; Psalm 
xxvii., he dwells there, he is sheltered there. 
Dwelling in the house is spoken of now because 
it comes after Psalm xxii. 3. Psalm xxviii., 
he lifts up his hands towards the holy oracle. 
Psalm xxix. is the last psalm of this five. 
It has a beautiful ending. " The Lord will 
bless his people," and then, " In his temple 
doth every whit of it [mar.] speak of his glory." 
" Every whit of it," that is where His honour 
dwells. He will bless His people with peace, 
the peace that His presence commands. There 
is a great deal in this section about the house. 

There are two things that come in in con¬ 
nection with loving the law of the house, 
and you will find the same in the Epistle 
to the Corinthians. He loves the law of the 
house, he is careful as to his own personal 
conduct, and then he is clean as to his associa¬ 
tions. First he begins, " Judge me, 0 Lord," 
he invites the scrutiny of God that there may 
be nothing inconsistent with the place. That 
is personal, and it comes out in connection 
with the Lord's supper (1 Cor. xi.), " Let 
a man examine himself, and so let him eat." 
The other comes out in chapter x. He says, 
" I have not sat with vain persons." I keep 
in mind that I belong to that spot. He knows 
the place and loves it. 

I t is a fine psalm for those who are in con¬ 
nection with the Lord's table. " Purge out 
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the old leaven." 1 Corinthians xi. is the 
personal self-judgment, this is in connec¬ 
tion with the supper. Chapter x. is the Lord'a 
table, and you are to keep yourself from every 
false association. I will not belie the com¬ 
munion of the one loaf by recognising any 
other communion. In chapter xi. it is yourself 
more. A member of the body of Christ should 
not be a member of anything else, church, 
club, or society. 

In Corinthians is was a question of religious 
association. There were three altars, the 
Jewish, Christian, and heathen altars, but 
I would use the principle as to any other 
association, and so it would take in member¬ 
ship of the various systems. In Corinthians 
the apostle establishes the law of the house 
in chapter v. He begins with the passover. 

The passover is this : if I look at the blood 
on the lintel I am sheltered. I say, No judg¬ 
ment can ever reach me ; but what goes on 
inside 1 I eat unleavened bread ; that is, we 
are in moral accord with God. What has 
gone on outside ? They are sheltered by the 
blood. Inside there is to be no admission of 
the thing that has been judged. In 1 Corin¬ 
thians he says, " Let us keep the feast." 

Then he brings in the table to shew that 
you cannot have any false association—he 
would not go with dissemblers ; how could he ? 
You would provoke the Lord to jealousy. 
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Then in chapter xi. where the supper is men¬ 
tioned there is the judgment of our personal 
conduct. If we only had the sense of it what a 
difference it would make. If we come to the 
Lord's table it is a most holy thing, not that 
we should be legal about it. The Lord's supper 
will not admit of any carelessness of conduct, 
it is most holy, it is the fellowship of His 
death. The necessity of His death is brought 
before me. Am I going to trifle with that 
thing which has been dealt with there ? The 
blood on the lintel was a most holy thing, the 
judgment of the Lord was anticipated, but 
inside the people are in moral accord with 
what is on the lintel outside. 

That is what we have got in our psalm in 
principle, " My foot standeth in an even place." 
How could you bless the Lord in the congrega¬ 
tion if you are practically unrighteous ? Sup¬ 
pose I was in debt, how could I bless the Lord 
in the congregation ? How could I get up 
and worship the Lord there 1 or how could 
I pray in the prayer meeting if I do not pray 
in my own house ? That is mere religiousness. 
On the other hand we must not be legal. If 
there is no power there must be something 
wrong behind it : there is distance, and then 
the religious element comes in and we make 
a sort of hand-organ meeting. There is a 
great difference between this and the leading 
of the Spirit of God. And there is what I 
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call the hand-organ ministry. We need to 
guard against habit, form, or religiousness. 

What would characterise a godly soul in 
Israel was, no matter where he was he would 
love that spot, the Lord's house, and when 
set free he would be there. With us, in all we 
do we should never forget the place either; 
it should colour everything for us. 

I fear we have lost the sense of the assembly 
and what it is to the Lord. Ministry and the 
Lord's servants are thought too much of. 
" Think on me when it shall be well with thee." 
(Gen. xl. 14.) He has made it every way well 
for me. He has set me free even as to seeking 
my own blessing. " But he forgat him." 
{Gen. xl. 23.) " Yet no man remembered that 
same poor man." (Eccl. ix. 15.) It is alto¬ 
gether well -with me. Let us go to the supper 
in the sense of this, there is not a need that 
is not met, " Think on me." Psalm xx. ia 
the " think-on-me " psalm. It gives the feel¬ 
ings that will be wrought in the heart of the 
remnant by-and-by when they think of their 
humbled Messiah. Their hearts are so won 
by His humiliation that they long for Hi8 
glory. 

The third verse of that psalm comes before 
me at the Lord's table, " Remember all thy 
offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice." 
The remnant are so taken up with Him that 
they forget themselves, they think of Him 
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only. " Grant thee according to thine own 
heart, and fulfil all thy counsel." They are 
aware now that all their offerings only set 
forth this blessed One. " We will rejoice in 
thy salvation." " Jehovah fulfil all thy peti¬ 
tions." Psalm xxi. is the answer to this. At 
the end they come to their own things, and 
in His salvation they recognise their own. 

Psalms xxvii., xxviii., xxix. 

The fourth verse is the key to Psalm xxvii., 
as the eighth was in the previous psalm. 
There he loves the place and desires to be 
consistent with it, here he desires to dwell 
there. Only the one who dwells there can 
speak of the Lord as he does in the first three 
verses. The Lord is his light and his salvation, 
he is confident in the presence of his foes. 
When the first three verses have been reached 
the blessing of verse 4 is secured. He not only 
desired to dwell in the house of the Lord, but 
he sought after it. We have often good desires, 
but we lack in purpose. 

Sometimes in meetings our desires are 
moved, the proposal is delighted in, but we 
do not seek after it. Desires should always 
lead to purpose. It is his pursuit. " One 
thing "—the Christian is a man of one idea ; 
the double-minded man is unstable in all hia 
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ways. But " One thing have I desired," not 
to be a visitor, but a dweller. He has grasped 
God's thought. It is His desire that we should 
dwell with Him. 

I think we need to get hold of the fact that 
God is dwelling in the house, and that He 
dwells in the house that we may be with Him. 
Of course He is everywhere, in one sense, 
but He dwells in a special way in the house. 
He dwells with us that we may dwell with 
Him. Do you not think that if we were dwell¬ 
ing with Him in this way people would be 
made to feel it without our saying anything ? 
It is not what we say, but where we are that 
affects them. What we say does not always 
express where we are. This recalls one's mind 
to John i.—the third day—and the question, 
" Where dwellest thou ? " The answer is, 
" Come and see." I think one sees the 
difference in one's little history; the great 
point, in early days, was to be there when one 
died, but now the desire is to be there while 
one lives. 

Psalm xxiii. is the pathway that ends in the 
house, but here you reach the place now. 
But the idea is that you are sheltered. The 
place is loved. In Psalms xxvi. and xxvii. 
you are sheltered ; in Psalm xxviii. you are 
instructed, it is the "oracle;" in Psalm 
xxix. you have reached the spot where every 
whit of it speaks of His glory. 
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The point in Psalm xxvii. is " One thing 
have I desired." (Vers. 4, 5.) That is present 
shelter in the time of trouble, the foes are 
thought of. The effect of dwelling there is 
that you are sheltered. That is Matthew xi. 
The Lord is found there in His dwelling-place, 
and there He is sheltered. It is not shelter, how¬ 
ever, when you come to Psalm xxviii., it is 
light and instruction, and He feeds His people 
and lifts them up. 

There is a bird called the frigate bird, to 
which God has given the instinct to know 
when a storm is coming, and when anything 
is brewing it goes right up above the clouds 
and basks in the sunshine. The fourth verse 
of Psalm xxvii. is the " frigate " bird : verse 5 
is the cyclone underneath. The proposal is 
beautiful; well, it is for us. 

Psalm xxix. is often my " tonic " when I 
am about to preach. " The voice of the Lord 
breaketh the cedars." I say, They must all 
come down, every one of them. I say, Lord, 
I can go now. It is the voice of the Lord, the 
majesty of God. And then, " In his temple 
doth every whit of it [mar.J speak of his 
glory." That is how it is in His temple. 
What a blessed thing to be in the presence 
of His glory, " Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness." 
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Psalm zzx. 

This psalm begins with my house. My 
house should be in keeping with God's house. 
The links are wonderful. Of course you must 
pass over much because there are expressions 
which could only be used by the remnant. 
You cannot wonder after reading Psalms 
xxii.-xxiv. that you get it drawn out and 
developed. Psalm xxx. is a psalm and song 
at the dedication of David's house. The house 
of God is in the previous psalm, where every 
whit speaks of His glory. But this is the 
dedication of David's house. I suppose our 
houses should be in keeping with God's house. 
Much could be said on this point. May the 
Lord write it on our hearts. 

" I will extol thee, 0 Lord." That is a 
fine dedication. I will extol Thee, not myself. 
The house of David is to be the place where 
the Lord is extolled. " Sing unto the Lord, 
O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holiness." It is what 
God is. " Weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning," and that 
morning will never know a cloud. The morn¬ 
ing has come, the day has dawned, and it 
shall never know a cloud. 

If we get a cloud it is because we have got 
out of the spirit of that day. The night has 
gone and the day has come, that is what has 
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come for us. It is the bright dedication of 
David's house. What is to be in our own 
houses ? The brightness of that day. 

" In my prosperity I said, I shall never be 
moved." Look at him now. " My prosperity." 
" By thy favour thou hast made my mountain 
to stand strong." He has got Ids blessing 
before him. " I cried to thee, 0 Lord," that 
is the night. " Lord, be thou my helper." 
You must be dependent all the day. 

" Thou hast turned for me my mourning 
into dancing : thou hast put off my sack¬ 
cloth, and girded me with gladness; to the 
end "—mark that—" to the end that my 
glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. 
0 Lord my God, I will give thanks unto thee 
for ever." It is not my mountain, my pros¬ 
perity now. It is God's glory. I read in 2 
Thessalonians i., " When he shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe . . . in that day." 
" When he shall come." What for ? To make 
us happy ? It does not say that, but when 
He shall come to be glorified in His saints. 

There is a connection here. " To the end 
that my glory may sing praise to thee." 
The point is we are taken up with Christ's 
glory. It is not that we shall be admired, but 
that He shall be admired. The light was to 
shine over against the candlestick. (Num. 
viii. 2.) If we are taken up with Christ being 
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admired in us, and He will be admired in us, 
then He should be admired in us now. That 
is why the apostle takes up this prayer that 
inasmuch as Christ shall be admired in us 
by-and-by, so He may be admired in us now 
to His glory. 

Psalm xxxii. 

This is a psalm for giving instruction, a 
Maschil. It is the first instruction God gives 
you. It is a very interesting thing: if you 
begin with Psalm i. you have " Blessed is the 
man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But 
his delight is in the law of the Lord." Very 
well; but whoever could be with God on that 
line ? Not a man on the earth. Only One 
could begin there, the Lord could begin there. 

I open the Book of Psalms and read that 
and I am in despair. I cannot say, Here I 
am, 0 God, I answer to this psalm, now blesa 
me. No ; I have to say I have not answered 
to it at all. What am I to do ? My beginning 
with God is Psalm xxxii. It is a development 
of Psalm xxv. It is a psalm of instruction. 

The first instruction I get is about my 
sins. " Blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven." What has been wrought in his 
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soul is integrity. " Day and night thy hand 
was heavy upon me." " I acknowledged my 
sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not 
hid." You cannot keep it back. That brings 
in integrity. He is put in uprightness before 
God. I often say to people when I find them 
reading the psalms, Come along, let us read 
Psalm i. Are you this " blessed man " 1 Have 
you never sat in the seat of the scornful ? 
They answer, I cannot say that. Then you 
cannot begin with Psalm i. I put it to them 
in this way : The blessed Man of Psalm i. 
dies for the filthy man of Psalm xiv., as we see 
in Psalm xxii. The last word of Psalm xxii. 
is " He hath done this." That is the gospel. 
Take your pencil and write in faith, " He hath 
done this for me." 

God says in Psalm i., " Blessed is the man 
that walketh not in the counsel of the un¬ 
godly," etc. I say, I cannot face it. But in 
Psalm xxxii. He says, " Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven." Oh ! thank 
God for that. Blessed is the man who can 
write at the bottom of Psalm xxii., For me ! 
for me ! ! 

In Psalm xiv. the Lord looked down from 
heaven to see if there were any that did 
understand. No ; they had all gone aside, 
they had altogether become filthy. I was 
there—filthy, unprofitable, godless. I was in 
Psalm xiv., not in Psalm i. Jesus was in 
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Psalm i. and not in Psalm xiv. ; but in Psalm 
xxii. we have the Man of Psalm i., spotless, 
holy, but treated as if He were the man of 
Psalm xiv. " Why hast thou forsaken me ? " 
That touches us. The blessed Man of Psalm 
i. dies for the filthy man of Psalm xiv. in order 
that the filthy man of Psalm xiv. may be in 
the blessedness of Psalm xxxii. 

" In whose spirit there is no guile "—that 
is, I have had it all out. A Christian is one 
who has no guile, he opens all out to God. 
I could not do it if I did not know that " He 
hath done this." It produces integrity of soul. 

That blessed man of Psalm xxxii. comes 
back to walk in the footsteps of the Man of 
Psalm i. Jesus must be my Saviour before 
I can follow Him as my Example. I can 
come back now to Psalm i. I say now, This 
is how I am to walk. This makes it so inter¬ 
esting to notice that Psalm xxxii. is the first 
psalm of instruction, and that connects it with 
Psalm xxv. Psalm xxvi. shews that he loves 
the dwelling-place. The first thing is you are 
clear as to yourself, it is all out ; and the next 
thing is you have God's dwelling-place. 

If there was integrity Psalm i. would bring 
conviction of sin. I should bow down and 
say, 0 God, it is not me, it is Jesus, and I 
come to Psalm xiv. and say, That is me. 
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Psalms xxxv., xxxvi. 

These psalms seem to run together. You 
have the righteous ones and God's righteous¬ 
ness. It is " lovingkindness" in the New 
Translation of verse 5. " Thy righteousness 
is like the great mountains." (Ver. 6.) That 
was seen at the cross. " How unsearchable 
are his judgments." (Rom. xi.) " Thy judg¬ 
ments are a great deep." 

" How precious [mar.] is thy lovingkindness, 
0 God ! therefore the children of men put their 
trust under the shadow of thy wings." He 
has won our confidence by His love. He 
establishes His righteousness and wins our 
confidence. You see that in Romans. He 
establishes His righteousness first, then brings 
out His love. 

In Psalm xxxv. 27 He " hath pleasure 
in the prosperity of his servant." There is 
rectification in that ; I see it more and more. 
So in Psalm iv., " Hear me when I call, 0 God 
of my righteousness." There is a nice bit of 
gospel here. Then verse 8 is very sweet: 
" They shall be abundantly satisfied with the 
fatness of thy house ; and thou shalt make 
them drink of the river of thy pleasures." 
If ever there was a verse that set forth eternal 
life, that is it, and the next verse with it : 
" With thee is the fountain of life : in thy 
light shall we see light." There is the prospect 
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of light here, but we have it now. What gives 
you joy gives you light. I connect it with 
Colossians. 

If we were enjoying the fatness of His house 
and drinking of the river of His pleasures we 
should have light for our path. It supposes 
nearness to God, and He makes things right for 
us too ; one covets that. So it is only as we 
go on enjoying our heavenly portion that light 
is shed on our path. There must be that. 
" Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
walketh in darkness, and hath no light ? let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a 
fire, that compass yourselves about with 
sparks : walk in the light of your fire, and in 
the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall 
ye have of mine hand ; ye shall lie down in 
sorrow." (Isa. 1. 10.) That is a very solemn 
verse. It is what the sinner is doing and what 
the saints are doing sometimes. We are found 
putting our sticks together to make our fire, 
but the end is to lie down in sorrow. " If any 
man walk in the day he stumbleth not." 
That is the higher and more blessed way. 

" The fatness of thy house." This is like 
the cloud. (Luke ix.) They enter the cloud, 
the Father's sphere, all that is of the Father. 
" The river of his pleasures " here also to 
carry out all God's counsels. 
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" Many, 0 Lord my God, are thy wonderful 
works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts 
which are to us-ward : they cannot be reckoned 
up." But how are those thoughts to reach 
Israel ? On what ground do they rest ? 
On the ground of sacrifice. What helps u» 
to this is Genesis xv. " Whereby shall I 
know that I shall inherit it ? " Then you 
get this sacrifice. God pledges Himself by 
sacrifice, by the satisfaction He finds in the 
sacrifice, and according to the infinite satis¬ 
faction He finds in it. He carries these counsels. 
This is Psalm xl. 

You get the " thoughts " again in Psalm 
cxxxix. 17, 18. " How precious also are thy 
thoughts unto me, O God! how great ia 
the sum of them!" Then he gets on God's 
side as to evil. (Vers. 18-23.) While he repels 
all evil in others he takes care to come home 
to himself. " Search me, 0 God, and know 
my heart: try me, and know my thoughts." 

The birds came down to pitch on Abram'« 
sacrifice, but what we see in Psalm xl. is that 
the blessed Lord in the energy of His life 
did not allow any foul bird to pitch upon 
Him. 

He throws open the " inwards " to God and 
says, " 0 Lord, thou knowest." Psalm xl. is 
the cry of the victim before the altar, very 
close to it no doubt. Psalm xxii. is the cry 
of the victim on the altar. He is not forsaken 
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of God here. If we meditate on these scrip¬ 
tures we should have more power for worship 
at the Lord's supper. Take that little sen¬ 
tence, " 0 Lord, thou knowest." Thou knowest 
what my life has been. I do not know, but 
God does. He goes down into the horrible 
pit and the miry clay, and as a consequence 
their feet are established and a song put into 
their mouths. If so for Israel, how much 
more for us. 

How beautiful to see that it all comes 
through sacrifice. It is the acceptability side 
of the sacrifice here, not so much atonement. 
It is the washing of the inwards as set forth 
in the type, only He needed no washing. 

It is so precious to see the Lord enjoying 
these " thoughts," and if so in connection 
with Israel how much more as Head of the 
heavenly company. He goes into the suffering 
to accomplish these counsels. Their " goings " 
will be established because the law will be 
in their hearts. There will be a new song in 
their mouths. With us it is a much higher 
thing, a song of praise to the Father. 

Abram got into a horror of great darkness 
to appreciate the sacrifice. God gives the 
geographical description of the land to Abrain 
in Genesis xv. Where does God find His 
pleasures now ? Not in things here but in 
Christ. What marks this sphere is divine 
love. You cannot be a dweller without being 
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also a finder. (John i. 39, 41.) If we minister 
to others what a joy we have ; what we minister 
is enhanced. If we find joy in this going 
out to others, we should go after them more. 

How beautiful is the verse : 

" Past Thy sorrow, Lord, we hail Thee, 
Crowned with glory on the throne; 

Meet it is Thy saints should bless Thee 
For the place Thy death hath won. 

Won for us that in full measure 
We should have our part with Thee; 

Taste the river of Thy pleasure, 
Share in all Thy victory." 

What a thing if only we entered into i t ! 
It strikes one that when we get together as 

saints, we are often dry, and with all these 
wonderful things as our portion. There is so 
little power in worship. We are not tasting 
the fatness of the house and the river of HiB 
pleasures. It would deliver us from things 
here. We have the capacity to enjoy this— 
the Spirit—we cannot limit the capacity. 
" The water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into ever¬ 
lasting life." (John iv. 14.) And again, " Out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water." 
(John vii. 38.) 

If there could be any regret in heaven it 
would be that we were so foolish that we put 
our heaven off so long. We are such go-to-
heaven-when-we-die people, when we cannot 
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help ourselves. If we are satisfied we get en¬ 
lightened too. If we know the satisfaction of 
the house (ver 8) we should have light too. 
(Ver. 9.) I see more than I can explain. 

Psalm xl. 

The first four verses should be read after 
the rest, as you have the conclusion of this 
psalm at the beginning. Romans vii. is the 
only New Testament scripture that resembles 
it in this respect. The first part of the chapter 
might be read after the latter part. Psalm 
xl. answers to the burnt offering : Psalm xxii. 
to the sin offering ; Psalm xvi. to the meat 
offering. The " horrible pit " and " miry clay " 
is where we were, as of the first man. His 
feet are established and he praises. It is de¬ 
liverance. The Lord's deliverance is ours ; we 
praise with Him. He was in it in all its reality. 
You cannot set forth deliverance in the sacrifice, 
because no victim came back to life. I have 
been told that " Sinai " has a similar meaning to 
" miry clay." Zion is firm ground, a " rock." 

Verse 5 is the key verse—the works of God 
and the counsels of God—all God purposed 
for Israel, only we can bring something better 
into it. He must go into the horrible pit and 
the miry clay, but He is here to carry out 
all God's counsels. 
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The next psalm is: " Blessed is he that con-
sidereth the poor." We have had the poor 
man in Psalm xl. You get Judas when you 
get the poor man. (Ver. 9.) Faith always 
identifies itself with Christ whether in the 
" horrible pit " or the " feet upon the rock." 
His feet are established, so my feet are estab¬ 
lished. A new song is in His mouth, therefore 
a new song is in my mouth ; God always 
identifies us with Christ. 

Notice that the close of this psalm is re¬ 
peated in Psalm lxx. Psalm xl. is not so much 
atonement as that all that the sacrifices set 
forth is found in His Person. It is what is in 
His Person more than in His work, though 
that is implied. It is what He is. " Thy 
thoughts which are to us-ward." What we 
have here is the true Israel. His thoughts to 
us-ward are presented in that Person. " Blessed 
is the man that maketh the Lord his trust." 
Here is the One who did it, and this is the One 
who is set before Jehovah's face for ever. 

Psalm xli. 

The poor man is in the end of the previous 
psalm. " Blessed is he that considereth the 
poor " is the commencement of this psalm. 
Everything is solved by Christ, because 
the poor man is the Lord Himself, not poor 
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as to circumstances, but poor in spirit. You 
are always sustained when you look at Christ; 
every question is solved in Him. When you 
get the poor One you get exaltation. I daresay 
it takes in the thought that " though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich." You 
get the poor One again in Psalm cix. 

The first three verses here is what Jehovah 
is to Him. Then His confession of sin draws 
out the hatred. The point is, they see in the 
deliverance of Messiah and His being set 
before Jehovah's face for ever how they are 
going to be set there. Every proper feeling 
of a man of God in a day of ruin is found in 
Him. You may depend upon it, that is never 
attractive. Pretension is what is attractive. 
Man is pretentious. 

I think you see Judas in Psalm xli. You 
get the poor man in verse 1, and then later 
on (ver. 9) you get Judas. The Lord quotes 
it in John xiii. Psalm cix. refers to Judas too, 
and Peter quotes from it in Acts i. 

The doxology here, at the close of Psalm 
xli., which ends the first Book of Psalms, is 
what God is in Himself. " Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel from everlasting, and to 
everlasting. Amen, and Amen." The doxology 
at the end of Psalm lxxii., the end of the second 
book, is in connection with what He has done 
and answers to the Book of Exodus. In Psalm 
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lxxxix. it is Jehovah come before them in 
worship. " Blessed be Jehovah for evermore. 
Amen, and Amen." The third book answers 
to Leviticus. In Psalm cvi. He has brought 
them through. " Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel from everlasting to everlasting : 
and let all the people say, Amen." They have 
all got in touch now to say it. The fourth 
book answers to Numbers. In Psalm cl. 
you have got " Hallelujah." They are come 
into the good of it. The first book is what 
God is in Himself, His counsels and purposes. 
Then when you come to the end of the fifth 
book the people are in the good of it all, and 
they sing, " Praise ye the Lord." In the end 
everything created is called upon to praise 
the Lord. " Praise God in his sanctuary." 
We shall praise Him in the sanctuary. Then 
it is " Praise him in the firmament of his 
power." This book answers to Deuter¬ 
onomy. 

Every bit of light and truth we get from 
God is not simply for our blessing or illumina¬ 
tion, but that God may get an answer back 
from the heart that receives it. It opens out 
a very beautiful subject. I t is that God shall 
get an ascription of praise in connection with 
that light and truth. God lives in the praises 
of His people. There is nothing more touching 
than that. He will eternally live in the praises 
of His people. He will find His pleasure in 
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the revelation of Himself to His people which 
shall go back to Himself in praise. 

Each book of psalms is on Jewish lines, 
but there are principles of instruction for us. 
There are four ascriptions of praise which 
throw light on the books. At the close of the 
first book (Psa. xli. 13) it is the sense of what 
God is from everlasting to everlasting. The 
thought is that nothing can defeat His purpose. 
The first book is the book of purpose. Psalm 
lxxii. ends the second book. It is not purpose 
here, but what God is in His blessed works. 
" Blessed be the Lord . . . who only doeth 
wondrous things." It is what He does. He 
has filled the whole earth with His glory and 
therefore there is a beautiful ascription of 
praise in connection with it. 

He is praised for the stability of His purpose 
in Book I., and in Book II. He is praised for 
what He has wrought. When you come to 
Psalm lxxxix.—the end of Book III.—He is 
praised for what He is in relationship. It is 
very short. " Blessed be Jehovah for ever¬ 
more." It is very sweet. It answers to Levi¬ 
ticus. For us the name is Father ; for Israel 
Jehovah. Now in Psalm cvi. He is blessed for 
His ways—His skill in bringing His people 
through. That answers to Numbers. There 
is a great deal in that. The end of Book IV. 
then is an ascription of praise for the skill of 
His ways. Now come to the last psalm and 

85 



MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. 

you get a summary of the whole thing. " Praise 
ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary : 
praise him in the firmament of his power." 
He is praised inside and He is praised outside. 

It is only the heavenly company that can 
praise Him in the sanctuary. We belong to 
the sanctuary. Praise always begins with 
us. The note of praise is always according 
to the apprehension we have of what God 
is. The measure in which the light and truth 
have reached you is the measure in which 
the note of praise is rendered to God. Cer¬ 
tainly light and truth are given us for practice, 
but for praise first. Praise comes before 
practice. You remember when Jehoshaphat 
went out to meet the enemy he put the singers 
first. You may think that we should put the 
singers last. No ; put them first and you are 
sure to win. What ! sing before the battle 
is over ! Yes ; you are sure to win. What a 
wonderful thing if we come together like this, 
we have to go out to meet the enemy but the 
singing comes first. 

The writers in the New Testament pause 
to praise in connection with what they set 
forth. I believe there are fifteen doxologies 
in the New Testament, each connected with 
some phase of truth. Romans i. 25 is the 
first. " The Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen." That is expressed by the writer 
when he thinks of the awful effect of departure 

86 



MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. 

from God on the part of man. Romans ix. 5 
is another. Chapter xi. 36 answers to that 
at the end of the fourth Book of Psalms. We 
get His judgments and His ways. " Of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all things : 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen." That 
is where the heart is led, it goes back to God 
in adoration and worship. 

Ephesians iii. 20 is another remarkable one. 
The apostle turns from praying for the blessing 
of the saints, and sees the church—how he 
loved the church !—the vessel of the glory of 
God throughout all ages, and he bows and 
worships. We see then how every bit of truth 
that comes to us is intended to produce an 
effect which goes back to God in worship. 
And if you come to practice you will never 
express in practice anything that you do not 
praise God for first. It is then it comes out 
and that apart from effort. You always 
imitate what you admire. 

If I read the first Book of Psalms, when I 
come to the end of it what is the thought 
that impresses me ? My heart is impressed 
with the blessed fact that God has found a 
Man to suit Him. You say, I have found 
a Saviour. Yes, but God has found a Man 
to suit Him. See what it says, " As for me." 
I like that, it is contrast. " As for me, thou 
upholdest me in mine integrity, and settest 
me before thy face for ever." That will do. 
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There is a Man before God's face for ever. 
He has found a Man to suit Him. Does that 
give you pleasure ? If I am saved I am saved 
to be with God, to have His feelings, to hav» 
His sensibilities. That is the object of redemp¬ 
tion, to put me morally with God. I see that 
God has found a Man to suit Him and hae 
set Him before His face for ever. It is no 
vanity man, the vanity men are blown away 
as the chaff. No. It is " for ever ! " " for 
ever!! " 

I think that is a lovely verse ; " 0 righteous 
Father, the world hath not known thee : but 
I have known thee." Look at John xvi. 8-11. 
He goes to the Father; righteousness is there. 
The righteous Father has put Him there. 
Look too at Psalm xci. 14. " Because he hath 
set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver 
him: I will set him on high, because he hath 
known my name." 



BOOK II 

Psalms xlii., xliii. 

Psalm xlii. is the opening of the second 
Book of Psalms. You get the exercises of 
the remnant of Israel in Psalms xlii., xliii., 
xliv. That is what I call the falling barometer. 
Then Messiah is brought in in Psalm xlv., and 
after that you have the rising barometer in 
Psalms xlvi., xlvii., xlviii. In Psalms xlii. and 
xliii. it is the outside enemy, but if you mak« 
the outside enemy the inside enemy, it will 
set forth the experience of souls in this day. 

Psalm xliii. 3 is very fine. If God sends out 
His light and truth, it must lead you to th« 
place from which the light and truth came. 
This is very beautiful. You see that Chris¬ 
tianity gives what is longed for by the remnant. 
God is longed for, but He is not reached. 
There are gleams of hope, but when th« 
light and the truth are sent out, it must lead 
you to the Man that is set before God's face 
for ever. 

Look at the structure of scripture. " Why 
art thou cast down, O my soul ? " When are 
you cast down ? When you look at yourself. 
The fact is stated in the end of Book I. that 
God has found a Man to suit Him. In the 
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second book we have our exercises in reaching 
that. " Why art thou cast down 1 " You 
have not reached that Man, and you can never 
be happy until you have. " Send out thy 
light and thy truth : let them lead me ; let 
them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy 
tabernacles"—a verse of wondrous brevity 
and beauty. Where do they bring you ? 
To the place where Christ is. Then you are no 
longer disquieted. That is deliverance. 

Delighting in the truth must of necessity 
lead you to the Person. It is mere dry doctrine 
otherwise. When you get to Him you reach 
the Man of God's purpose. The light and the 
truth is what is suitable to God and brings 
you to the Person in whom it is. The light 
and truth will never lead you to be occupied 
with yourself. It will lead you to the place 
where Christ is all. " Why art thou cast 
down ? " You are self-occupied if you are. 

Psalms xliv., xlv. 
Psalm xliv. is the suffering psalm. It is the 

wilderness side. The Spirit of God quotes 
verse 22 in Romans viii. and puts it into 
Christianity. Being a Christian puts me in the 
place of rejection. It is proper to Christianity 
to be counted as sheep for the slaughter. It 
is a wonderful thing that we can be so at ease. 
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We do not think of the awful foe we have in 
the devil. We walk about in safety and do 
not get our throats cut. 

The Spirit of God takes this verse—there 
is no haphazard quoting of scripture with 
Him—to shew that Christianity is a suffering 
thing. But I want to shew you deliverance. 
" My heart is inditing a good matter." His 
light and His truth have led me to His holy 
hill and His tabernacles, where Christ is all. 
" Thou art fairer than the children of men." 
Think of it ! The moment the Messiah is 
brought in the barometer rises. He is before 
them in all His beauty and glory. He is the 
pledge in whom all is secured. God in His 
infinite blessedness and goodness is known in 
connection with Christ. 

Psalm xlv. is a song of love ; it was sung 
by the sons of Korah. They can sing because 
they were spared in the judgment : " Thou 
hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity." 
Did He not prove this on the cross ? " God 
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows." We shall have the joy of 
seeing Him there, but His will be the highest 
joy of all. 

The inspired writer says all these beautiful 
things about Him, and then, as is so often the 
case in the Psalms, God says, as it were, I 
must have My say about Him now—" I will 
make thy name to be remembered in all genera-
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tions : therefore shall the people praise thee 
for ever and ever." " Instead of thy fathers 
shall be thy children." No looking back to 
the fathers then. The only looking back shall 
be to His cross. That shall never be forgotten. 

There are three ways in which we learn 
what the first man is. First, by the practice 
of evil—this is the most superficial; secondly, 
by trying to be good ; thirdly, by being in 
the presence of perfect goodness—this is the 
most efficacious. It is what we get in Psalm 
xlv. : " Thou art fairer than the children of 
men." 

I learn what I am by contrast. Some have 
come to me and said, " I am almost sorry 
that I was not converted straight out of the 
world, instead of being brought up in a Chris¬ 
tian household ; because I think I should have 
a greater sense of the grace that saved me." 
That is a fallacy. Is not Christ fairer than the 
sons of men ? It is a blessed thing to be able 
to say that in soul delight, in the appreciation 
that the Spirit of God gives. There are many 
things that are not true in us, but the heart 
really owning and appreciating this gets 
practical deliverance. You say, " I would like 
to be a good Christian." You must come to 
this, " Thou art fairer than the children of 
men." The light and the truth must lead you : 
you must reach the spot where Christ is all. 
The doctrine of all this is in Romans and 
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Colossians. You appreciate Christ morally. 
By morally, I mean in a way suitable to God's 
nature. 

I will give you an example of what I mean. 
I know a Christian who always reads some 
scripture that will bring the crucifixion before 
him when he is going to take the Lord's 
supper. Do you think that is the right way ? 
Not a bit of it ; you might just as well put a 
picture on the wall and look at it. That is 
not on moral lines. What I mean is that I 
love holiness and righteousness, and that is 
outside natural feeling. " Eating his flesh," etc., 
is moral. We need to go on with God every 
day, to walk with God ; we should then be 
delivered from this natural religiousness. The 
Lord says, " Have salt in yourselves." It is 
the holy presence of God, and no flesh can 
glory in His presence. Being satisfied with 
happy feelings is sentiment. God will bring 
us to this point, to be thoroughly sick of our¬ 
selves, and then Christ will be all to us. 

Sentiment is like the beautiful leaves of the 
fig-tree—when Christ came to it there was 
no fruit. I have to be sickened of that tree, 
sickened of leaves. God will teach us the 
necessity of the death of Christ, the necessity 
of what suits Him—Christ. When we have 
reached Christ, we have reached what suits 
Him. If people want to reach that spot, it ia 
a great thing to pray about it. You cannot be 
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instructed into it. You may read as many 
books as you like, you will not get it that 
way. You must get it with God. 

" Thou art fairer than the children of men." 
Do you like that ? You say, " / am not like 
that." That is not what I ask. You say, " I 
would like to be like it." I ask, " Are you glad 
He is it ? "—" Thou art fairer than the children 
of men." That is what will help us. 

" All thy garments smell of myrrh." We 
are His garments. As we answer to Himself 
morally, correspond to Himself, His heart is 
gladdened. " That my joy might remain in 
you." We are conscious that He is gladdened 
by our obedience. That answers to this psalm. 
It is very beautiful. I t is not being good, but 
being like Christ. We must be dependent. All 
Christian character is drawn from the Head. 
That is Colossians. It is like the ointment 
poured upon the head of Aaron that ran down 
to the skirts of the garment. (Psa. cxxxiii.) 

" Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity ; therefore God, thy God, hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows." 
I think this is a lovely verse, because His love 
for righteousness and hatred of iniquity have 
cost Him unparalleled sorrow. He so loved 
what was consistent with God and hated what 
was inconsistent, that He had to suffer what 
none can know. His fellows love righteous¬ 
ness and hate iniquity, too ; only in Hebrews 
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the Spirit of God gives it a double meaning, 
the Sanctifier and the sanctified are all of 
one. 

It is most interesting to read Psalm xlv. 
after David's last words (2 Sam. xxiii. 1-8) : 
" The sons of Belial shall be all of them as 
thorns thrust away." They were suffering 
from them then. " The man that shall touch 
them must be fenced with iron." Psalm xlv. 5 
shews that the Messiah is such, and they rise 
up to what God is for them in Him. 

Psalms xlvi., xlvii., xlviii. 

In Psalm xlv. Christ is presented in all His 
beauty. In Psalm xlvi. you rise up to " God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble." In Romans it is God that is known. 
With many God is not known. The Lord 
Jesus is often looked at as a bush behind which 
to hide from God, but that is quite a wrong 
idea. In Romans it is the gospel of God, the 
righteousness of God, etc. It is God for you in 
the first part, and God in you and with you 
later on. 

It is very touching to see that these psalms 
are for the sons of Korah. These sons of 
Korah are instructed in grace, they sing; they 
were spared in the judgment. The section ends 
with Psalm xlviii. " This God is our God for ever 
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*nd ever." In Psalm xliv., " We have heard 
with our ears, 0 God, our fathers have told us." 
They call to remembrance what their fathers 
had told them. In their distress they thought 
upon it, but in Psalm xlviii. we get : " As we 
have heard, so have we seen." They have ex¬ 
perienced a salvation greater than their 
fathers. The glory they have eclipses what 
their fathers knew. The eye is fixed on Christ 
and confidence in God is unbounded then. 
God has pledged Himself to us. " My God 
shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus." I understand 
that to be according to His indebtedness to 
Christ. " If God be glorified in him, God shall 
also glorify him in himself." A wealth of 
glory has been brought to God through Christ. 

If you read Psalms xli., xliii., xliv., you see 
how they go down into the depths, how they 
rise up into the heights. Everything is broken 
up that our natural hearts rest upon, and 
God becomes our refuge. God's eye is upon 
Christ and He is pledged to bless us according 
to all He sees in Him. This is Romans viii. 
in principle: God for us, God with us, and in 
» sense God in us. 

" There is a river," that is, a source of satis¬ 
faction. " God is in the midst of her " in con¬ 
nection with the river. It really is the Messiah 
Himself. He is greeted as Elohim in Psalm 
xlv. There it is in connection with the right-
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eousness of His manhood. In Psalm cii., 
where it is the weakness of His manhood, 
He is greeted as Jehovah. " There is a river " 
—that is the Spirit. God is our refuge, you 
hide in God and God is in you—there is the 
river. The first part is peace, the second 
gladness. " There is a river, the streams 
whereof make glad." In the first part you find 
a refuge in God, in the second part He delights 
in us. " Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed." Everything stable is 
broken up, but God is before the soul. How 
could there be fear ? That is connected with 
peace. The next thing—" There is a river, the 
streams whereof make glad the city of God " 
—is satisfaction. The fact of the matter is, 
there is a great deal in that, because I 
believe present salvation is connected with 
satisfaction. 

Continuous salvation is connected with 
what the heart realises outside this world in 
the power of the Spirit," " Whom not having 
seen, ye love ; in whom, though now ye see 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory : receiving the 
end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
souls." That is not a question of getting your 
soul saved from hell. You are " receiving " 
all the time. Your soul is saved from present 
things in satisfaction. 

Psalm xlvi. 10 is God's word to them, 
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' Be still, and know that I am God," and 
their answer back is in verse 11. That brings 
in " I have behaved and quieted myself, as a 
child that is weaned," " Let Israel hope in 
the Lord." (Psa. cxxxi.) The measure in 
which we are weaned from earthly things is 
the measure in which we enter into divine 
things. 

David was in the spirit of Psalm cxxxi. 
when, hunted as a partridge on the moun¬ 
tains, he had the life of Saul put into his 
hands. He had the opportunity of taking the 
kingdom himself, but he says, No, God shall 
give it to me ! 

" I will be exalted among the heathen." 
I t is the exaltation of God. Then the end is 
very sweet. " The God of Jacob is our refuge." 
Mark that, you must get hold of that. They 
cannot find refuge in God as the God of 
Abraham ; it must be as the God of Jacob. 
It brings in soul history, because Jacob brings 
in the thought of the crookedness of my ways, 
and what is connected with the God of Jacob 
is mercy. The God of Abraham brings in the 
thought of power, hence the expression of 
power in the last few verses of Psalm xlviii. 
In Psalm xlviii. 8 they do not find relief in 
looking back; they are in the presence of 
that which is so much better than anything 
in the past. 
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Psalms xlix., 1., li. 

Psalm xlix. is the worldly sinner. 

Psalm 1. is the religious sinner. 

Psalm li. is the repentant sinner. All three 
are very striking. 

" To him that ordereth his conversation 
aright will I shew the salvation of God." 
(Psa. 1. 23.) You will find the man that orders 
his conversation aright in the next psalm. 

On the ground of Psalm li. Israel comes 
back. If you contrast Psalms 1. and li. you 
will see it. " I will not reprove thee for thy 
sacrifices or thy burnt offerings." (Psa. 1. 8.) 
" The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit." 
(Psa. li. 17.) Psalm li. is the afflicting of the 
»oul. They were to afflict their souls on the 
great day of atonement. When they get to 
this point they will learn to value the one 
sacrifice. 

In Psalm 1. 1 God speaks, in verse 2 He 
shines, in verse 3 He comes. He shines 
out of Zion. El Elohim hath spoken. (Ver. 1.) 
Where is He shining now ? In the face of 
Jesus Christ. It is the judgment of profession 
here. " Gather my saints together unto me." 
(Ver. 5.) In verse 16 He discriminates be¬ 
tween what is real and what is not. God is 
come to set things right here. 

The afflicting of the soul is depicted in 
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Psalm li., and that prepares them to accept 
God's salvation. Nearness in purpose will not 
suffice; a moral state is what God wants as 
portrayed in Psalm li. In Isaiah lxvi. 1-3 
you get just what you have here in these 
psalms. Sacrifices are of no account unless 
they are the expression of a state of soul, and 
if this state of soul accompanies them then 
He says (ver. 19), " Then shalt thou be pleased 
with the sacrifices of righteousness." You 
find people now who glory in religious privi¬ 
leges. God says, That is nothing to Me. (Psa. 
1. 21.) You get the same generation when 
the Lord was here. He said they were whited 
sepulchres. God will not have what is merely 
outward; He must have what is inward. 
It is a great thing for us to remember that 
God must have reality. 

Praise must be the result of a moral state. 
Praise is only known in moral nearness; I 
must be with God away from evil. You see 
it at the Lord's supper. In Psalm li. 4-6 
you get the exercises of a soul that desires 
to be right in the inward parts. In verse 5 
you get the nearest thing to being lost referred 
to in the Old Testament. " Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me." 

Everything is morally discerned. How littl© 
we understand the death of Christ. It is a 
moral state that is needed. How difficult it 
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is to be abstracted from everything, even 
from our own blessings. 

" Purge me with hyssop" I suppose is, 
" Make me humble about my sin." They 
took hyssop to sprinkle the blood. It seems 
to me to be the lowly condition of soul that 
appreciates the blood. The lower you go 
down the more you appreciate the blood. 
The moment we have to do with God the soul 
goes through this; the nearer we get to 
God the deeper the sense of our own state 
and of the grace that has met us. In verse 
10 he is occupied with the inward springs 
again : " ordereth his conversation aright." 
The whole manner of life should be in this 
humble state. 

Verses 14, 15. He cannot praise till he has 
the sense that the guilt is removed. There 
is often a lot of hindrance to praise in our 
meetings because of the sense of leaven within. 
Satan uses it to hinder our praise. But there 
was a cake baked with leaven. (Lev. xxiii. 
17.) There is leaven but it need not distress 
me. I am with God against it and it makes 
me lowly. I know God's perfect answer to 
it, the grace that has met it. 

I think there are two ways in which de¬ 
liverance works. There is practical deliver¬ 
ance and a growth in it. We grow in the 
apprehension of it. I should appreciate the 
death of Christ more this year than I did 
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last year. On the other hand, there is a mo¬ 
ment when God gives us to see that the death 
of Christ gives us the privilege to look away 
from self to Christ. Souls get distressed at 
the Lord's supper because of a sense of leaven 
within. It should not be. I am on God's 
side as to it, I have got His judgment as to 
it, and I go on. You are kept lowly and you 
have a sense of His death before you. That 
is what I call being purged with hyssop. 
Leaven in us should not distress us but keep 
us lowly with an appreciation of the love that 
has come down and the grace that has met it. 

There is a lot of pride often with con¬ 
scientious people. They need the hyssop. 
Satan seeks to becloud your worship. He 
says, See how little you have been thinking 
of Christ all the week, you do not deserve 
to enjoy Him now. The subtle part of it is, 
we like to feel worthy to enjoy Him. That 
is pride ! If I have been out-and-out wilful, 
allowing what I know to be wrong, that is 
another thing. But which of us could go to 
the Lord's supper on the ground of having 
enjoyed Him all the week ? It is holy com¬ 
munion, but if leaven is working I cannot 
enjoy it. 
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Psalm Ixiii. 

This psalm is the highest psalm, because 
you have got to God Himself. Verse 3 is the 
love, " Because thy lovingkindness is better 
than life, my lips shall praise thee." Verse 7 
ia the power, " Because thou hast been my 
help, therefore in the shadow of thy winga 
will I rejoice." 

" His love is as great as His power." 

God has been our help at the cross. Where 
the love came out the power came out. Verse 
8 is Philippians to me, " My soul followeth 
hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth 
me." There is no departure in this psalm, 
it is what is normal. In Psalm lxxiii. 
there is departure and restoration : " Thou 
hast holden me by my right hand." 
(Ver. 23.) That is restoring grace. Where 
nhould we have been if we had not been held ? 
It is sustaining grace here. (Ver. 8.) His 
object is right and he is dependent, but he 
needs sustaining grace all the time. If we knew 
sustaining grace better we should not need 
restoring grace so much. 

In this psalm it is man looking up ; that 
is normal, God is his Object. In Psalm lxxiii. 
it is man looking around. In Psalm lxxvii. 
it is man looking in—a most dismal psalm— 
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but he gets right in the end. It is the latter 
part of Romans vii. 

Psalm lxvi. 

The object of the gospel is that we may 
know God and be happy with Him and find 
our joy in what He is. Did you ever rejoice 
in God ? " There did we rejoice in him." 

You can easily see what this psalm refers to. 
It refers to the Red Sea, where all the enemies 
were seen dead upon the sea-shore. There 
never was a bit of joy before that. It was not 
when they were under the shelter of the 
blood that they rejoiced in God, though they 
were on their way to it. God said, " When 
I see the blood, I will pass over you." Who 
can tell what He saw in the blood ? Judg¬ 
ment could not touch them because of what 
He saw in the blood. No doubt he saw a 
great deal more, but He saw judgment an¬ 
ticipated in that sprinkled blood. 

The assurance was given them that He would 
pass' over them, but you do not read of their 
rejoicing in God. It was on the shores of the 
Red Sea that they rejoiced in Him, because 
they were in the presence of His power. 
When you are in the presence of a risen Jesus 
you are in the presence of the power of God, 
and that is what I want you to get hold of 
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in order that you may be with God and rejoica 
in Him. 

This is a remarkable scripture, because they 
confess in beautiful language the truth of 
Romans. I enjoy it in the light of this passage. 
What beautiful language it is, " 0 bless our 
God, ye people, and make the voice of his 
praise to be heard : which holdeth our soul 
in life." How could our souls be held in life ? 
You have got Jesus before you. He is in life, 
and so you are in the presence of life. When 
I stand with the God of resurrection I hav» 
life before me and He gives me the Spirit, 
and by that Spirit our souls are held in life. 
He does not suffer our foot to be moved. 

"If . . .we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life." The Spirit of 
God takes me up to that Person who lives, 
and gives me to know that I live in Him. 
You cannot be a practical Christian if you do 
not know where life is. The Spirit keeps you 
in touch with a living Person. Your soul is 
held in life. 

You say, But I fail so ! He said to Peter, 
" I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not." His soul was held in life. He did not 
go out and hang himself as Judas did. Even 
when we have broken down He holds our 
souls in life, but the normal thought is that 
our souls are held in life in the power of the 
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Spirit, and when our souls are held in life wo 
are in the will of God. 

You have been brought to God to be in the 
will of God, never to take a thing second-hand. 
I cannot tell you what verses 10-12 have been 
to me. It is, " Thou . . . hast proved us, thou 
hast tried us." It is our privilege never to look 
at second causes, but to take all from God and 
say, Thou hast done it. We are brought to 
God to be in His blessed will and to see God 
in every step till we reach the goal. All our 
tendency is to look at second causes. Suppose 
difficulties arise in the assembly. Let me get 
with God and then I shall be at peace. 

" Thou broughtest us into the net," We 
cannot see any way out of it. " Thou 
laidst affliction upon our loins "—bodily afflic¬ 
tion. God did it. We are in God's hands. 
We have been brought to God to be subject 
to His blessed will in our pathway down here, 
to see His hand in all the circumstances of 
our lives—not to be kicking, but our souls held 
in life. And if held in life it is by the love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts. Nothing will 
silence your will like the love of God. " Thou 
hast caused men to ride over our heads." 
Who could stand that ? Only the man who 
has the love of God in his heart. " All things 
work together for good to them that lova 
God." Your heart is in the sense of the love 
of God and you are loving Him back again. 
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" But thou broughtest us out into a wealthy 
place." I can link on here another line of 
things : " I will go into thy house with burnt 
©fferings." I see that in wilderness circum-
utances He holds my soul in life, but now I 
go into the scene of life. When I come to 
the assembly I leave death behind; I am 
coming into the scene of life. 

" Open to me the gates of righteousness : 
I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord." 
(Psa. cxviii. 19.) There is the way in. The 
way out is death. Judges xvi. 3 will help UB 
here. The blessed Son of God came down into 
our place and lay there, but at midnight when 
things had got to their darkest, the third day, 
He arose, and everything that hemmed us 
in was removed, gates and posts and bars, 
and He went straight up to Hebron, because 
Hebron is purpose. There He led captivity 
captive. 

He has gone up on high to our Hebron, the 
right hand of God, or there would have been 
no way out for us. So it says, " He hath 
shewed me his marvellous kindness in a 
strong city." His way out is our way out; 
His way in is our way in. " I will go in " 
"by a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us." And I am in His life 
in order to go in. The Spirit identifies us 
with Christ: " This gate of the Lord, into 
which the righteous shall enter." The Lord 
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Jesus is the righteous One and we are the 
righteous ones. 

I want to shew you now what they do when 
they get in. " I will praise thee : for thou . . . 
art become my salvation." Now salvation is 
known in another way—it is inside. You 
do not talk about your salvation, but the 
Person you are in the presence of. I find 
myself in the presence of One who was 
" disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, 
and precious." The first thing is the fellow¬ 
ship of His death. That is the way I am to 
reach life. I go to that spot to see the On© 
who was rejected in this world made the Head 
of the corner. " This is the day which the 
Lord hath made ; we will rejoice and be 
glad in it." What is your gladness ? That 
you see the rejected " Stone " made head of 
the corner. You find your highest pleasure 
in what He is to God. You have lost yourself 
now. You must be where He is in order to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices. They say to 
Jehovah, " Thou hast' . . . become my salva¬ 
tion." Then they come in and see the Stone that 
was rejected outside made everything inside. 

These are two aspects of truth : there is 
such a thing as joy in God, having our souls 
held in life in the will of God down here and 
seeing all our circumstances as ordered by 
that blessed God to whom we are brought, 
and there is such a thing as leaving that scene 
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to go through the gates of righteousness and 
to see that the One rejected outside is ac¬ 
cepted and loved by the Father, precious to 
God inside. 

Psalms Ixx., lxxi., Ixxii. 

Psalm Ixx. is a part of Psalm xl., " t o 
bring to remembrance" (see title). Thi» 
psalm closes in the same way as Psalm xl. 

Psalm lxxi. 9: " Cast me not off in the 
time of old age." Verses 19-22: "Thy right¬ 
eousness also, 0 God, is very high, who hast 
done great things." Psalm Ixxii. is the answer 
to this. It is His " wondrous works " in Psalm 
lxxi. 17, and "who only doeth wondrou« 
things " in Psalm Ixxii. 18. 

Psalm Ixxii. is a development of Psalm xl. 
The " poor and needy " are the ones He thinks 
of. How often you get them in i t : it thrillg 
your heart to read it. You look around in 
the world and see a very different state of 
things. All the politics in the world will 
never set it right. It will never be set right 
until this is fulfilled. 

We have in Psalm Ixxii. a combination of 
Psalms xlv. and ex. He is the righteous One 
and considers the poor and needy. He hag 
been poor and needy Himself. In Psalm cix. 
Jehovah stands at the right hand of the poor ; 
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in Psalm ex. He says to that poor man, Com* 
and sit at My right hand. 

" Blessed are the poor in spirit." They will 
have sustainment in the tribulation and at 
last they will be elevated. It is the poor and 
needy He will come to deliver. There is th« 
righteous, and the poor and needy. 

Now you get 2 Samuel xxiii. 5. This bring* 
it out in relief ; you are in Psalm lxxii. there. 
What strikes me is with what relief every¬ 
body in all ages turns to Christ. God, too, 
turns to Christ, and the saints of God in all 
ages must turn there too. I do not know 
anything more touching, in a way, than the 
last words of David, " This is all my salvft-
tion, and all my desire." Here you get "The 
prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended," 
and in 2 Samuel xxiii., " The sons of Belial 
shall be all of them as thorns thrust away." 
He says, I have not been able to do it, but 
there is One coming who will, because He i« 
the righteous One, and He will sustain th« 
poor and needy. I take it that He qualified 
Himself to sustain them by having been such 
Himself. Who so poor and needy as He ? 
He knew what it was to have Jehovah stand 
at His right hand. We need to meditate upoa 
this, it would do away with that far-away 
feeling we are apt to have about the Lord. 

" Prayer also shall be made for him con¬ 
tinually " is the answer to Psalm exxxiv. 3. 
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They desire to see glory lavished on Him ai 
we see too in Psalm xx. We little enter into 
the joy the saints on earth will have in seeing 
Him exalted. Ours in that day will be greater. 
They will afflict their souls as in the day of 
atonement, and the next thing will be th» 
feast of tabernacles. They will keep it with 
joy. Righteousness and peace are linked 
together all through the word. You see it 
in Isaiah xxxii. 17 again. 

Verse 3. A mountain is what is abiding, 
I should think. 

Verse 15. " Daily shall he be praised." 
One thinks of the last verse of Psalm xlv. 
with regard to praise: " therefore shall the 
people praise thee for ever and ever." I t 
answers to this in character. I think Psalm 
xlv. is rather exclusive, more for the Jews ; 
the whole earth is under His sway here. 
" His name shall endure for ever." It is God 
having the last word about Him. 

Verses 15, 17. They shall be blessed in 
Him and they will call Him blessed. All 
their need will be met and they will bless Him 
and call upon God to bless Him. The more 
they see Him glorified the more they blesci 
Him. " There will I make the horn of David 
to bud," and there will He be praised. 1 fc 
will be as it was with Mephibosheth, " L( t 
him take all, forasmuch as my lord the ki; g 
is come again in peace unto his own house." 
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You have got yours, it does not matter about 
mine at all. If we got free from our own 
things we should find ourselves blessed in 
them without being occupied with them. 
We are so occupied with them that we do 
not get as much as we should. 

This is the answer to the promise to Abra¬ 
ham. He is Son of Abraham and Son of 
David here. " The prayers of David the son 
of Jesse are ended." This is a striking sen¬ 
tence. It sets forth a delivered soul, every 
need satisfied in order that your heart may be 
free to think of Him. As I look at deliver¬ 
ance in this way, when I have Christ before 
my soul there is not a sense of need. I am 
not talking about the prayer meeting now 
but the praise meeting. Of course we look 
to Him in dependence continually. There is 
prayer here for Him, it is His interest. We 
want that more in the assembly. We sweetly 
taste this at times. We are not conscious of 
a need save that we pray for His glory. 
" Let the whole earth be filled with his glory." 
Let the assembly be filled with His glory. 
This is a very refreshing psalm. " Unto him 
be glory in the church." (Eph. iii. 21.) Here 
the apostle rises from their state and desires 
that this should be fulfilled in them, he soars 
right away and sees the church a vessel fer 
His glory throughout all ages. ;g 

This psalm could not be carried out without 
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the New Jerusalem. We know that what is 
heavenly must be there because the adminis¬ 
tration must be through the twelve gates 
(Rev. xxi.), and that is to be our part. I 
like to see all this as a piece of Mosaic work, 
and I am a little piece in it. If you look at 
the New Jerusalem you are necessary there. 
There is the House of Lords and the House 
of Commons, you cannot have government 
without them. 

If I grieve about things here in the world 
I delight that I shall have a part in the 
administration by-and-by in the New Jeru¬ 
salem. It is a real thing, each of us will 
have a part in that administration, and we 
are being fitted for it now. What a halo it 
casts around our lives now. Here we are 
groping about, but we have a wonderful 
destiny. How it would govern our conduct if 
we thought of it. It is too much the going-
to-heaven-when-we-die thought with us, that 
we are going somewhere where we shall have 
no trouble but be perfectly happy. 
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BOOK III. 

Psalms Ixxiii., lxxvii. 

In Psalm Ixxiii. there is departure and 
restoration. " Thou hast holden me by my 
right hand." That is restoring grace. Where 
should we have been if He had not held us * 
In this psalm the man is looking around. 
In Psalm lxxvii. the man is looking in. It i» 
like the latter part of Romans vii.—a most 
dismal psalm, but he gets right in the end. 

I always read it with an echo, it givei 
emphasis to it. " Will the Lord cast off for 
ever ? " Cast off for ever ? " Will he be 
favourable no more ? " Be favourable no 
more ? " Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? " 
Forgotten to be gracious ? Is not that dismal ? 
But he gets to the Red Sea in verses 15, 16, 
and he gets clear. 

Psalm Ixxxiv. 

This sweet psalm was written for the sons 
of Korah. The sons of Korah represent our¬ 
selves, they were spared in the judgment day. 
(Num. xvi.) The sons of Korah were those 
instructed in grace, they could sing this 
psalm. So we are instructed in grace; we 
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have been delivered from the pit. We can 
say, " The judgment and the fire mine eyes 
shall never see." Now we can sing ! 

The psalm is divided by two selahs. The 
first division is from verses 1—4, the second 
from verse 5-8, and the third from verses 
9-12. The last is the summary. It is a very 
blessed thing to have distinctly before our 
souls that we belong to heaven; not merely 
that we are going there by-and-by, but that 
we belong there. The Holy Ghost directs our 
hearts to that place and to the Person who 
is in that place. That is how it was with 
Stephen. He saw the glory of God and Jesus. 
Stephen had the sense in his soul that he 
belonged to that place. 

This psalm sets before us this thought, 
that the one who knows he belongs to heaven 
will be found here going on to heaven. You 
cannot be on the way to heaven until you 
know you belong there. " How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of hosts ! " " Blessed 
are they that dwell in thy house." The soul 
is looking forward to finding its place in 
that house. The sparrow—the worthless bird 
—and the swallow—the wandering bird—find 
a place to put their young. They find a rest¬ 
ing-place and so we find a resting-place, and 
it is where God rests. 

From verses 5—9 the soul finds all its re¬ 
sources for the way from the place to which 
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it is going. Why do we not find sustainment 
here in our pathway ? Because we have not 
the definite sense that we belong to heaven. 
Stephen was sustained from the place to 
which he belonged and to which he waa 
going. Surely he was passing through the 
valley of Baca, he felt all the roughness of 
the path when they gnashed upon him with 
their teeth. What a blessed thing that we 
belong to heaven ! We need not turn to any 
earthly resource, for all comes down to us 
from that place. Do we know the resources 
of heaven now ? We know the weeping and 
the sorrow, we know the circumstances of 
the old creation, but do we know the resources 
of heaven for us in it all ? Happy if we do ! 

" Blessed is the man whose strength is in 
thee; in whose heart are the ways." The 
man who knows he belongs to heaven cherishes 
the way there in his heart and turns every 
untoward circumstance into a well. Then 
the rain fills the pools. God brings us through 
peculiar circumstances, and takes advantage 
of them to pour in refreshment. jT* 

Verse 9 is a summary. It is the key to it 
all. " Behold, 0 God our shield, and look 
upon the face of thine anointed." It is very 
sweet to think about that. Stephen looked 
up to heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus. A man full of the^Holy Ghost looks 
in the same direction as?God looks. God is 
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looking on the face of His Anointed, and He 
will never look anywhere else, and when we 
are full of the Holy Ghost we look there too. 
God has got Christ before Him. He will 
never allow us to have any one else before 
us. According to what He sees in Christ He 
will bless us now and evermore. 

The measure of our blessing is what God 
thinks of Christ. It is a grand thing for us to 
look there. It is the way to forget yourself, 
and that is the way to holiness. " My God 
shall supply all your need according t o " 
His perfect knowledge of your need ? No; 
" according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus." That is the measure, we must look 
there, not on our own faces. Alas ! for us 
when we do. 

You do not wonder that the psalm closes 
with these wonderful words : " The Lord 
God is a sun and shield : the Lord will give 
grace and glory : no good thing will he with¬ 
hold from them that walk uprightly." Grace 
for the present and glory for the future. 
The pledge of the whole thing is not what 
you are, but what He is, and the knowledge 
of that will deliver you from the wretched self-
occupation that is blighting you. People are 
always talking of / , I, I, and one gets letters 
full of I, I, I. You have got yourself before 
you. -God has got His Anointed before Him. 

" No good thing will he withhold from them 
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that walk uprightly." What is it to walk 
uprightly ? It is to walk in keeping with our 
heavenly calling, the position that God has 
given us. It is not merely paying twenty 
shillings in the pound. We belong to heaven 
and we are called to walk along our pathway 
here as people who belong to heaven. It is 
a great thing to know that you are in the 
path of His choosing, and thus to be able 
to count upon God and so be delivered from 
your own resources. I am a man who belongs 
to heaven ; I may have to go out into the 
fields to work, or anywhere else, but I belong 
to heaven. 

First, then, I belong to the place. Secondly, 
I am on the way to the place and all my 
resources come from that place. Thirdly, 
God has pledged Himself to bless me for time 
and for eternity according to what He finds 
in that blessed One at His right hand. 

Psalm lxxxix. 

First it is the faithfulness of Jehovah that 
is presented. It is going back to what He is: 
" I am." It is sung to Jehovah. 

Verses 1 and 2 give the moral. Then comes 
the covenant, not His works so much; it is a 
covenant secured in Christ, the sure mercies 
of David, therefore you get " thy holy one.' 
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Verse 3 begins the subject of the covenant; 
verses 15-19 are another bit ; verses 19-28 
another. First, what Jehovah is in Himself, 
then the history of His Holy One, and the plaint 
at the end. How could they be brought into 
the covenant % I t has all broken down. Israel 
•ould only be blessed on the ground of the 
faithfulness of Jehovah. " Yet he hath made 
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in 
all things, and sure." " I will sing of the mercieg 
of the Lord for ever." 

The doxology at the end of the psalm and the 
two first verses go together. How everything 
in secured in the Holy One who is raised up ! 

Verse 14 is a fine gospel sermon. Right¬ 
eousness and judgment are reached. " Jus¬ 
tice and judgment are the habitation of thy 
throne : mercy [or lovingkindness] and truth 
•hall go before thy face." Therefore you walk 
before Him in the light of His countenance. 
God does not give up His righteousness and 
judgment. " Whom God hath set forth a 
mercy-seat . . . . for the shewing forth of 
his righteousness." (Rom. iii. 25, New Trans.) 
The silver trumpets may make the joyful 
gound, or the bells on the priests' garments. 
They always listened for the sound. If they 
heard it they could say, Aaron has not died. 
Whichever way you put it it is on the ground 
of righteousness and judgment being the 
habitation of His throne. 
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Psalms xc , xci. 

We begin this book of psalms with a prayer 
of Moses. The everlastingness of God is set 
forth in Psalm xc. It is man, too, in connec¬ 
tion with Israel. If Israel breaks down all 
is broken down; it is like Adam and the 
race. 

God makes everything to depend on Ig-
rael; the world is dependent on Israel and 
Israel on the church. The blessing of Israel 
cannot be apart from the church. After 
all, the true blessing is God displaying Himself. 
Then you begin to learn that it could only 
be through Christ and the church. You are 
made to feel it if you get hold of the structure 
of scripture. 

What is so beautiful here is " From ever¬ 
lasting to everlasting, thou art God. Thou 
turnest man to destruction." It is the plaint 
of the vanity creature whose hope is in God. 
Jehovah is their dwelling-place, but then who 
is going to bring it out ? 

The moment you get to Psalm xci. you 
get Christ—true Israel. You get the Lord 
triumphing as true Israel, but true man also. 
He comes into the circumstances of the vanity 
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creature and He triumphs. Satan cannot 
touch Him; He maintains His right to live. 
" With long life will I satisfy him." 

In Psalm xc. man's days are shortened, and 
that is a painful thing. People say, My life 
is like a dream. It is life that satisfies. The 
blessed Lord established the fact that death 
had no claim upon Him. When you come to 
Psalm cii. it is, " He shortened my days." 
If you read Psalm cii. in the light of Psalm 
xc. it reveals a wonderful thing. What! 
the Lord's days shortened ? Yes ; there waa 
no way for us into life but by His being cut 
off. I think there is a way in which man should 
live out his days. There is the government 
of God. It says in Psalm cii., " My days are 
like a shadow that declineth ; and I am 
withered like grass." Here is the Person of 
Psalm xci. who has a right to live. He utters 
the plaint of Psalm xc, and yet that Man 
is greeted according to the beginning of 
Psalm xc. " Thy years are throughout all 
generations." (Psa. cii. 24.) That is a beautiful 
thing. He is a divine Person. Israel will 
realise that Jehovah became Man in order to 
be their Messiah, to set forth in His Person 
what they should have been, and meet what 
they were, in order that they might be what 
He is. The Christ is Jehovah, the man ia 
God, and the Son is one with the Father. 
What could be more beautiful ? 
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There are two men in scripture : the natural 
man and the spiritual man—the earthy man 
and the heavenly man. They are put in con¬ 
trast with each other. You get the two men 
in Psalms xc. and xci. You cannot read 
Psalm xc. without being solemnised. We have 
all had our link with that man, the vanity 
man. It is the first man and the sphere of 
the first man. We should be saved a lot of 
trouble if we accepted the truth that the death 
of Christ has snapped our link with that man. 

" From everlasting to everlasting, thou art 
God." Then you get the poor vanity man in 
•ontrast with tha t : " The days of our years 
are threescore years and ten," and anything 
more is labour and sorrow. Such are we, 
here to-day and gone to-morrow. How is 
it we think so much of this life ? In Psalm xci. 
you get the contrast. No vanity man there, 
Christ is there, and there in the vanity man's 
circumstances ; a Man of another order, no 
sin in Him. He tastes every sorrow the 
ranity man had brought upon himself; He 
goes down into the circumstances of the 
vanity man. Man became vanity because 
of sin. 

Verse 14 is a summary of His life. Verse 1 
is a proposal, verse 2 is the proposal accepted ; 
then follow the consequences, and in verse 14 
God says, I must have the last word about 
Him, and God sums up all His life in that 
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verse, and in that summary you and I get. 
our portion, the whole of our blessing in tim« 
and in eternity. 

I do not say it comes out clearly, because it 
is Jewish ground. " Because he hath set 
his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him : 
I will set him on high, because he hath known 
my name." He was down here in unfavour¬ 
able circumstances, but a Man here who 
had God for His moral centre and neve? 
swerved from it. He set His love upon God. 
The new man delights in the fact, it is such 
a contrast to the vanity man. It is not a 
man in Eden with every favour bestowed 
upon him, but in the circumstances of the 
ranity man. God created man at the first 
and said, as it were, I am your centre, if you 
do not keep to that all will end with a crash. 

The moment the creature turns from God 
he is degraded, and that is what came in, 
and man was driven out of paradise and hi» 
days gradually shortened. He lived nearly 
a thousand years then, now they are but 
threescore and ten. But here was a Man in 
untoward circumstances, no escape from sorrow 
and trouble, and yet He never for a moment 
lost His centre. That is grand beyond com¬ 
pare. " He hath set his love upon me.'* 
It sums up His life, and next to the cross that 
is what we shall consider through eternity. 

Looking on the children of men who were 
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BO pretentious, He says, I know you; your 
exterior is very pious, but you have not the 
love of God in you. But here God says to 
Him, I know you, you have set your love 
upon Me, and it is a delight to Him. 

Then He says, " I will set him on high, 
because he hath known my name." That 
is the key to this psalm. What a compass 
there is in that sentence, " known my name " ! 
What does it mean ? It means that as a 
Man He was an Overcomer, it is conscious 
knowledge. If I put it to you, God is your 
Father, you know that ; you would not be a 
Christian if you did not, but do you know 
what that name conveys ? Do you live in 
the consciousness of it ? If so, you are su¬ 
perior to everything here. " O righteoug 
Father, the world hath not known thee." 
" The world," that is the vanity man's sphere. 
" But I have known thee." All His life is 
in that. It is good to look at the thing as 
expressed in Him. 

Psalm xci. is a very interesting psalm in 
many ways. In the first place you get the 
names by which God has been pleased to 
make Himself known in the Old Testament 
put together, and then we have the Lord. 
Psalm xc. is the poor vanity man. Psalm 
xci. is the dependent, obedient man. It ia 
striking that the next psalm should be a 
sabbath day psalm ; it is the rest. He ia 
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resting in God in Psalm xci., resting with 
God in Psalm xcii. 

Psalm xci. is the wilderness psalm, because 
the Lord quotes it in the wilderness. Psalm 
xcii. is the rest psalm. Psalm xci. begins with 
a proposal. In verse 2 the Lord says, I will 
take Him to be My God. Then other voices 
are heard, " Surely he shall deliver thee." 
There is the proposal and the acceptance of 
the proposal, and then the Spirit of God says, 
If so, such and such things will be the case. 
Then God says, as it were, I will have the 
last word about Him, and this is verse 14. ̂ j 

From verses 3-8 the Spirit speaks, from 
verses 9-13 the remnant speaks by the Spirit, 
and from verse 14 to the end God speaks. I 
think if we meditate on these three psalms 
we shall find it very helpful. There is the 
vanity man first, then the Lord and then the 
sabbath. You get the Lord answering to 
every name by which God had revealed Him¬ 
self in the Old Testament. 

To complete the circle we must bring in 
the name of the Father. (John xvii.) " O 
righteous Father, the world hath not known 
thee : but I have known thee." So here we 
get, " because he hath known my name." 
He is an Overcomer. " Thou shalt tread 
upon the lion and adder : the young lion and 
the dragon shalt thou trample under feet." 
The adder is Satan as the subtle one. 
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The Lord stands here confiding in God 
because He is in all the faith of that which 
God has discovered Himself to be. The Lord 
says in John xvi., " I go to the Father." 
He goes to the One whom He has known and 
loved and trusted. The disciples prove they 
were born of God, but they were not up to 
the new name, " We believe that thou earnest 
forth from God." But the Lord says, That 
is not sufficient to hold you, " ye shall be 
scattered, every man to his own, and shall 
leave me alone : and yet I am not alone, 
because the Father is with me." He is an 
Overcomer. They do not know the Father yet, 
and so they are overcome. You shall go to 
your own. Knowing that He came from God 
did not make them overcomers, but when in 
the power of the Spirit they should have the 
knowledge of the Father they would over¬ 
come at last. " Gad, a troop shall overcome 
him : but he shall overcome at the last." 

To enjoy our relationship sets us outside 
things here. You are not occupied with over¬ 
coming, but you do it ; if you think about 
it you are a legalist. To be in the place of 
dependence is to be an overcomer. 

See what beautiful language you have here. 
" Surely he shall deliver thee from the snar* 
of the fowler." There are lots of snares; 
the devil has nice things. In all the troubles 
that come if you are simple and near to God 
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you are kept; you feel what is wrong. Wanting 
honour one of another is a great snare, and it 
is often the reason why souls do not get on; 
it is very subtle. 

Oh ! to place ourselves under that shelter¬ 
ing wing. How well pleasing to God when wo 
go on, not only just at one time, but constantly 
feeling our need of Him. How perfect Christ 
was ! Your heart rejoices in His perfection. 
You become assimilated unconsciously. 

Psalms xcii., xciii. 

" The righteous shall flourish like the palm 
tree." What a contrast to Psalm xc. How 
is that to be brought about ? It must bo 
by bringing in the Person of Psalm xci., 
because He is going to have persons of Hia 
own kind. " With long life will I satisfy him." 

" The Lord reigneth." You come out-of-
doors now. " The world also is stablished . . . 
of old." Does not that answer to the struc¬ 
ture of Ephesians ? It is according to the 
" house." Everything is going to be governed 
according to the house. 

" Thou art from everlasting" brings in 
the stability of God. Jesus became Man 
to impart that stability to men. What could 
be written over this fourth Book of Psalms is 
Abidingness. You must be cut off because 
that is to bring in something lasting. 
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In the Book of Isaiah when you come to 
Hezekiah—and he is a type of the remnant 
—he deprecates being cut off. (Chap, xxxviii. 
10-13.) You get an end of him. In chapter 
xl. you get, " Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people." " And the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed." " All flesh is grass." It is the 
bringing in of the glory that withers man. 
And then you get the everlastingness of God. 

Psalms cii., ciii. 

There is a wonderful connection in these 
psalms. Psalms xc , xci. are keys to what 
comes after. Psalm xc. is the vanity man. 
Psalm xci. is what Jehovah is to all genera¬ 
tions. Psalm cii. is Christ in the circumstances 
of the vanity man. The One there in all 
that desolation, in all the circumstances of 
our sin, is Jehovah. He did not desire to 
be cut off, but accepted it in His grace. The 
One who is Jehovah comes down to taste all 
our sorrows. 

From verses 12 to 22 is a parenthesis of 
glory, then the strain is taken up again (ver. 
23), " He weakened my strength in the way; 
he shortened my days." Then He goes down 
to deeper depths, " 0 my God, take me not 
away in the midst of my days." Here we see 
Jehovah as a Man in the circumstances of 
the vanity man, and His divinity gives character 
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to it. He is here to taste what the vanity man 
has brought in. The remnant will see that 
Jehovah has been here as their Messiah. 

I believe Psalm cii. is Gethsemane ; I do 
not think we sufficiently apprehend what 
Christ's having been there means for us. 
We have One in heaven to-day who has 
tasted weakness, poverty, desolation, that He 
might be our High Priest, and His divinity 
gives strength to it. Here He was qualified 
to sympathise with the remnant. 

In Psalm ciii. we find that they come to 
know Him as Jehovah. " Bless the Lord, 0 
my soul : and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name." Their abidingness is accord¬ 
ing to His abidingness. The vanity man is, 
as it were, blown away—here to-day and 
gone to-morrow. 

Here in Psalm cii. 27, 28 we have es¬ 
tablishment. There is nothing that brings the 
humanity of Christ before you like this. 
(Psa. cii.) It is a prayer of the afflicted when 
he is overwhelmed—see the heading of the 
psalm. His very perfection gave Him to taste 
it in a way we could not, and He is greeted 
as Jehovah in it—see the quotation in He¬ 
brews i. 10. He brings in what is abiding in 
verse 28 : " The children of thy servants shall 
continue, and their seed shall be established 
before thee." Everything has been established 
by Him in His humanity. 
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I like to think of this psalm in connection 
with the priesthood. Look at the disappoint¬ 
ment here, verse 10, " Thou hast lifted me 
up, and cast me down." You cannot read this 
psalm and meditate upon it without getting 
your soul strengthened. His hopes are dashed 
to the ground—desolation, disappointment, 
weakness. Of course there was no will in 
it on His part. " He shall drink of the brook 
in the way : therefore shall he lift up the 
head." (Psa. ex. 7.) Who can lift up my 
head ? The One who has been down here 
and drunk of the " brook in the way," the 
One who has been down in our circumstances 
and has been refreshed. You come to me 
when I am in distress, you have been in the 
same school; what a link there is. That is 
the thought here, I take it. Then there ia 
the stability of Jehovah. (Psa. cii. 24-28.) 
Everything is stable now. 

He is here to taste all our circumstances. 
It is not atonement here ; it leads to worship. 
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul." " He knoweth 
our frame; he remembereth that we are 
dust." (Psa. ciii. 14.) That is priesthood. 
He has been down in it. 

If you think of priesthood, we are often 
so helpless in our sympathy ; He is all-powerful. 
He is a divine Person, and it gives strength 
and character to His sympathy, but He ie 
a man. Our sympathy only adds to our 
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sorrow. If you are hardened you do not 
suffer. I do not think we know much about 
priesthood. Often we are distressed about 
weakness of body, and Satan conies in and 
says, Because there is so much weakness 
there must be something wrong. But we have 
to remember that there is the government 
of God. I may have inherited a weak body, 
or weak nerves. It is not that God will 
give me a new set of nerves or a new brain, 
but if we accept it we realise the Lord's sym¬ 
pathy and succour in a wonderful way. He 
says, I do not alter your physical condition, 
but you come to Me and I will succour you. 

Suppose it is something you have brought 
upon yourself. Well, if you have judged 
yourself, God is above all evil, whether of 
my forefathers, or of myself, and He pours 
His grace down into that channel, and even 
then you shall be of some account to God's 
people. I love to think that God takes every¬ 
thing into account. Many people are mis¬ 
using that scripture, " For this cause many 
are weak and sickly among you." (1 Cor. xi.) 
We should make use of the Lord more. We 
rush to the medicine bottle instead of going 
to the Lord about it. I am not saying a word 
against using means, but we should use the 
best means. 

God is above all evil, and He turns every¬ 
thing to good account. I do not think we have 
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faith for it. Souls distress themselves with 
what should make them use the Lord more. 
It should only cast us on the Lord. He sus¬ 
tains us in that which sin has occasioned, 
and by that very thing we learn His heart 
in a way we should not do otherwise. You 
go to pray and you cannot say anything. 
Do not be distressed but just remain there. 
You are praying. You just groan out, " Lord, 
help me." You are praying more than when 
you think you are. When in the deepest 
agony all you could say was, " Oh, God," 
that was prayer of the truest kind. 

Psalms cv., cvi. 

Psalm cv. is the recital of what God has 
done for them ; Psalm cvi. is their answer. 
They provoked Him at the Red Sea, they 
lusted in the wilderness, envied Moses in the 
camp, worshipped the golden calf, despised 
the pleasant land and joined themselves to 
Baal-peor. To every advance in what God 
did for them there was an answer in disobe¬ 
dience and departure. There is a great deal 
in this. " Then believed they his words ; 
they sang his praise." But then " They 
waited not for his counsel." Their wills 
worked. With us it is the remembrance of 
the cross. We forget His works. 
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Psalm cvii. 

This answers to the first part of Deuter¬ 
onomy, that is, the recital of the Lord's ways 
with them, and His ways with them were 
according to His purpose. God's ways with us 
are connected first with the spring—His 
thoughts for us—and secondly, with what we 
are, therefore the ways of God with His 
people are different, because they are different 
in character. But His purpose is the same 
for us all. " Whoso is wise, and will observe 
these things, even they shall understand the 
lovingkindness of the Lord." It brings out 
the skill of God, His perfect wisdom in Hia 
ways with us; and in His ways with us here 
we are fitted for His purpose, one part of His 
purpose at any rate. 

People are occupied with God's ways and 
do not see the end of them. It is necessary to 
know His purpose in order to understand His 
ways. We have entered here into the most 
wonderful recital of His ways. They are 
coming into blessing and the key of it is, 
" His mercy endureth for ever." You get 
a recital of His ways with them in Psalm 
cv. That is their past history, God's ways 

13S 



MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. 

with them in the wilderness. Psalm cviL 
is not the historical thing, but the moral 
thing, His ways with them in the latter part 
of their history. 

It is a remarkable thing that the Spirit 
of God links on all that happened in the 
wilderness to what befell them afterwards. 
They were idolatrous, they were never clear 
of it. Stephen in his address sums it all up. 
God has never had the true Israel yet save in 
His own Son. 

It says in the previous psalm (ver. 46), 
" He made them also to be pitied of all 
those that carried them captives." They will 
learn His grace in the wilderness, and thus 
humbled and broken they will come into His 
purpose and enjoy it. You may depend upon 
it we are very defective in this. In our 
histories we do not seem to understand God'* 
ways with us. " Whoso is wise " shall under¬ 
stand these things. 

" The ways of the Lord are right, and the 
just shall walk in them : but the trans¬ 
gressors shall fall therein." (Hos. xiv. 9.) 

Psalms cix., ex. 

At the " right hand" is quite a study. 
Take Psalm cix., you see it there. This i« 
a Judaa psalm. Where you find Judas yo« 
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find the Lord as a poor man. That is very 
interesting. Verse 3, " They compassed me 
about also with words of hatred ; and fought 
against me without a cause. . . . Let Satan 
stand at his right hand." That is Judas. 

Now the blessed Lord speaking in Psalm 
xl. says, " for I am poor and needy," and 
the last verse of Psalm cix. says, " He shall 
stand at the right hand of the poor, to save 
him." (Ver. 31.) There is the poor man, and 
Jehovah stands at his right hand. In Psalm ex. 
Jehovah says to that poor man, You come 
up to My right hand, " Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy foot¬ 
stool." " Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Here is 
the poor man. Who so poor as Jesus ? Je¬ 
hovah was at His right hand down here, 
and now Jehovah says, You sit at My right 
hand up here. He is sitting there now as 
the Author and Finisher of faith. We look 
there and see the end of the path. He has 
reached the pleasures for evermore. 

I understand that a noted writer on the 
psalms stuck at this Psalm cix. for three 
months because he could not understand how 
people could call down such curses on their 
enemies. And if you do not see that the 
psalms are for Israel you cannot understand 
it. They are calling down vengeance. We 
are told to lore our enemies. 
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Psalm czvi. 

The psalms that bring before us the Lord's 
sufferings are Psalms xxii., lxix., lxxxviii., 
cii., cxvi. Those that bring before us His 
glory are Psalms viii., xlv., Ixxx., cii., ex. 
Psalms cxiv.-exviii. go together. Then Psalm 
cxix. is a description of the righteous people, 
it goes back to Psalm i. really. It is more 
positional there, more conditional later. Psalm 
cxix. is a remarkable psalm. 

Really the foundation of this section is 
Psalm cxvi., and the key-note of the psalm 
is resurrection. The apostle quotes it, " I 
believed, therefore have I spoken." (Ver. 10.) 
We must pay attention to these quotations. His 
soul is delivered from death. Here it is the 
Spirit of Christ in the remnant. What do 
they speak of ? Resurrection is the point. 
What do they know ? " That he which raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by 
Jesus." " I will walk before the Lord in the 
land of the living." He had been in death. 
" The sorrows of death compassed me." 
In principle they came in on the ground of 
resurrection. " How shall these dry bones 
live ? " He puts new life into them. Take 
verse 16. 

I t is life and resurrection in Psalm cxviii. 
You want to read the whole section. Verse 
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19: there is the gate of righteousness and 
then we see that the Stone which the builders 
refused becomes the Head of the corner. Sal¬ 
vation here is the same as in Peter in principle. 
Psalm cxvi. is death and life. In Psalm 
cxviii. it is righteousness, and it is entered 
into, but then He takes His company through. 
They see that they will come through the 
same gate that He comes through. You are 
on the earth all the time in this scripture, 
but the principles are very beautiful. 

" I said in my haste, All men are liars." 
What does that mean ? You may depend upon 
it there is a great deal in that. Everything 
that does not bear the stamp of resurrection 
is a lie. It is not that all men tell lies, but 
that everything outside resurrection is a 
lie. I know I am here now, but I shall 
not be here always. There is no stability 
about it, but the apostle in 2 Corinthians iv. 
has his eye fixed beyond, he is already in 
life, he is looking on to the place where life 
really is. 

Now here they were brought down into the 
anguish of death and then brought up into 
life. " Open to me the gates of righteousness." 
And when you go through the gates of right¬ 
eousness you know that He is the Head of 
the corner and you grow up to salvation. 

This is the day, it is the day of glory. This 
psalm throws great light on scripture. You 
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see what the Lord said to the Jews, " Ye 
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord." In Psalm cxix. you have the 
righteous who enter with Him. The gate by 
which He enters we enter, and we enter to 
find Him to be the Head of the corner. Then 
you get the description of the work in them, 
the writing of the law in their hearts. This 
is Psalm cxix. 

Psalm cxviii. 

In this psalm the gates are opened, the way 
into everlasting blessing for Israel, and it 
suggests for us the way that is opened for us 
into blessing. The way out is by death, and 
the way in is by resurrection and life. Like 
Samson in Judges xvi. in the city, he arose at 
midnight and carried off the gates and posts 
and bars, and we can see that his way out of 
the city was the way out for anybody else. 
He is a type of the Lord Jesus, and it gives 
us an illustration of the way out. We were 
under the power of death and at a distance 
from God; the only possible way out for us 
was by His death, or we must lie there in 
eternal death. And He shews us the way out. 

This suggests to us a great deal in the 
New Testament. Hebrews ii., for instance, 
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" Forasmuch then as the children are par¬ 
takers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
likewise took part of the same ; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death . . . and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage." 

The object of the Spirit of God is to teach 
us the identification of the Lord Jesus with 
us on our side in order to get us out. We 
were in death, and if we do not see that we 
do not see the way out, and then we do not 
know the way in. The way in is life. We 
go in by " a new and living way," the " gates 
of righteousness." It says in another psalm. 
" The dead cannot praise thee." The dead 
are silent. We come through the gates and 
then we praise. 

As a matter of fact, Israel is inside in Psalm 
cxviii., and in cxix. they are outside. It is 
conduct, the law written in their hearts. It 
is a very beautiful thing. We might read 
1 Peter ii. with this. I must see how the 
Lord Jesus has come to me on my side, or 
I cannot be on the ground He is on now. 
You know then what salvation is, you abandon 
yourself to Christ. " That you may grow 
up unto salvation," that is, that you may 
enter into the meaning of His death. The 
way out is death. In the history of Peter 
there was a time when the Lord came to him, 
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but after that there comes a time when Peter 
has to go over to Him on His side. Here 
are the gates of righteousness. Thank God, 
it is a living way. It is a new and living way. 
Death is the way out, but then you come to 
a living stone and come as living stones. 
You are of His kind. 

The way out is salvation, but you go in on 
another line. Now you can see. " Thou art 
become my salvation." What is before us 
now is in regard to the assembly, we enter 
the gates, we get into this blessed spot. We 
come because we are of the same kind, in the 
same life. We are made sensible that we are 
inside. It is most deeply important when we 
come into the assembly to think of how we 
come. It is not coming into the room. I come 
through the gates. It has, of course, a spiritual 
meaning; it had even for Israel. Yon never 
lose the sense of grace, but you are occupied 
with what you are brought into. The object 
of the Spirit of God is to lead our souls into 
occupation with that Person, the Way of 
life. 

Now as to occupation inside : " I will 
praise the Lord." Entering in he has got 
Jehovah before him. Then it says, " This 
gate of the Lord, into which the righteous 
shall enter. I will praise thee : for thou 
hast heard me, and art become my salvation." 
That is where full salvation is known—in 
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that life, in that place. It is not that he is 
thinking about salvation, but about the God 
who is the Author of it. I t is not that 
we say we are glad we are out of that, but 
we are glad we are in this, the other is in¬ 
volved in it. 

You are in His company, in the company 
of the Priest, who is the Son of God conse¬ 
crated for evermore. We meet Him there; 
we are in His life and therefore in His com¬ 
pany. What follows is the confession of 
Jehovah ; when we come to our privilege it 
is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are occupied with God as He has 
revealed Himself now. The spot is reached 
from whence salvation came. 

Then they come to see that the Stone has 
become the Head of the corner. They are 
filled with the sense of what Jehovah is and 
all that this blessed One is to Jehovah. " This 
is the Lord's doing ; it is marvellous in our 
eyes. This is the day which the Lord hath 
made ; we will rejoice and be glad in it." 
Not glad for their own benefits, but for this 
blessed One. It is very blessed ! The Stone 
which the builders disallowed ; you come to 
see what He is to God. what He is to the 
Father. You see all the principles here. 

We anticipate the day when Christ will be 
Head of the corner. It will be publicly known 
then. We find our pleasure in what Christ 
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is to God, and all that God is to us in Him. 
The Lord's heart is gratified when we join 
Him on His side. The Lord is saying, I want 
you to come to My side. That is what He 
died for. He has been at such an expense 
that we might be with Him as His brethren, 
that nothing could be more gratifying to Him 
than to have us answer to this. It is as you 
have the Holy Ghost that you are in touch 
with Him. 

" This is the day which the Lord hath made ; 
we will rejoice and be glad in IT." 

This scripture fails to carry you in, but 
we are in as we are built up a spiritual house, 
and then we come out as the royal priest¬ 
hood. That is Psalm cxix. If we do not learn 
what we are inside we never can behave 
suitably outside. These things are put to¬ 
gether in Hebrews x. " Let us draw near," 
" Let us hold fast," and " Let us consider 
one another." The first is inside, the other 
what you do outside. 

Psalms cxxx., cxxxi., cxxxii., cxxxiii. 

I think the last five Songs of Degrees are 
linked together. In Psalm cxxx. you have a 
redeemed people ; it is a Red Sea psalm— 
your conversion. Of course I am not inter¬ 
preting the psalms. It is spoken in regard to 
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Israel. In Psalm cxxxi. you have a lowly people, 
it is preparation for the assembly. Just as 
you get in Matthew, you must be converted 
and become as little children. You are to 
receive the kingdom of heaven as a little 
child. " Surely I have behaved and quieted 
myself . . . as a weaned child." Now " Let 
Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and 
for ever." God is everything to you. It is 
in that spirit we are to be in the assembly— 
lowly. 

We come now to Psalm cxxxii. We shut 
ourselves out from a lot of joy and a wealth 
of blessing because we are ignorant of what 
the assembly is. We have not got the assembly 
here, but we have got a picture of it. 

You get a wonderful combination here; 
some of the points are very beautiful, and the 
key to all is very touching, " Lord, remember 
David, and all his afflictions." We have 
before us in the psalms One greater than 
David. David was one used of God to present 
the sorrows of His Son as no other did. He 
was in similar circumstances, therefore God 
used him to unfold prophetically the feelings 
and sorrows of His blessed Son. 

What was David thinking about in all 
his affliction ? He was governed by one thought 
and that was to find a dwelling-place for God. 
His devotion was to Jehovah. So it was with 
the Lord, and it came out at the cross. " But 
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thou art holy, 0 thou that inhabitest the 
praises of Israel." " Until I find out a place 
for the . . . mighty God of Jacob." He would 
not give sleep to his eyes nor slumber to his 
eyelids until he had found out a place for 
the ark. That is the reason he is called the 
man after God's own heart. 

Where there is devotedness the place of 
God's interests will be the place you think 
most about. We look at the assembly as 
the place of our blessing, our convenience, 
where we are going to get something. The 
assembly is the place where the Lord finds 
His pleasure. What a thought ! You come 
to be in His presence with the sense that 
He is glad to have you there. 

" Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah." It was 
no new thought. He thought of it when he 
was an obscure man, a little man in a little 
place. His father does not know him. Jesse 
had a splendid lot of sons, but there was one 
unknown. God had His eye upon him. David's 
brothers were finer men than he, but God 
looks not on the outward appearance but at 
the heart. I wish we could remember this. 
And what was in his heart ? He says, Where 
is the ark ? Where is God's resting-place % 
You have here his devotedness in connection 
with the habitation. Let me put a question 
to you, Are you exercised about your place 
in the assembly % Every one has a place. 

144 



MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. 

My little finger has a certain function with 
regard to my body, and the other fingers 
cannot do its work. I want to know whether 
I am this finger or that. 

Verses 13, 14. "The Lord hath chosen 
Zion ; he hath desired it for his habitation. 
This is my rest for ever." Now you apply 
that to the assembly and see. I do not come 
to do anything. I come to be for His pleasure. 
It is His pleasure, a meeting for Himself. 
You cannot get nearer heaven than that. 
There is individual communion, but there ia 
that in the assembly which you cannot taste 
at home. 

He says, " I have desired it." That is 
John xx.—the model first day of the week. 
" Came Jesus and stood in the midst." He 
finds His pleasure there. They were in the 
presence of One who was superior to every¬ 
thing here. It must be peace. There cannot 
be a flutter when the presence of the Lord is 
known. 

Now we come to verse 15 : " I will abun¬ 
dantly bless her provision: I will satisfy 
her poor with bread." The assembly is th© 
place for provision, the place for bread. 
But you have missed it if you begin there. 
You should begin further back. You do not 
get much provision because you do not give 
the Lord His place. I think it is a very happy 
meeting when we are so in the presence of 
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the Lord that we do not need anything. 
The moment you get to ministry you are on 
» lower level. It is a most blessed thing to 
•it down in the presence of the Lord and 
think of His satisfaction. 

It is very interesting to read Matthew xvi.. 
in connection with this. The teaching of 
Matthew xvi. is that if we have Him we 
have bread. The disciples thought that He 
spoke to them because they had taken no 
bread in the ship. But you have everything 
in Christ. There could not be a lack when 
the Lord's presence is known. But the meeting 
is convened for His pleasure, not for my pro¬ 
vision. I do not come to hear some one say 
something, but to be in the presence of the 
Lord. I do not think you will keep silence, 
of course, for the Lord is the Leader of our 
praises. As I am near Him I praise. 

What restfulness it is when you are in the 
presence of the Lord, you are not casting 
about; the Lord commands your attention, 
and it is the Lord and not man. Then He 
aays, " I will also clothe her priests with 
salvation : and her saints shall shout aloud 
for joy." (Ver. 16.) If you connect this with 
what went before you will see how it comee 
out. There are three things. First, " There 
will I make the horn of David to bud." 
(Ver. 17.) The assembly is the place of 
Christ's authority, the place where He is to 
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rule and not man. I have to be subject to 
Christ in the assembly. His horn is to flourish, 
not mine. Then you get the lamp and the 
•rown. The lamp is testimony, and there He 
is to be crowned. He is to be glorified there. 

The great idea of the church is that she is 
to be a vessel for the glory of God. The church 
is for the heart of Christ. What the church 
is to be by-and-by the church is to be now. 
Christ is the exalted One, and He is to rule in 
the assembly now. I come into the assembly 
not to do but to be subject. It is so easy 
to be insubject. I saw two brothers in 
a meeting once sitting inside close to 
the wall. If the Lord had said to 
them, Break the bread, all the sisters 
would have had to file out to let them pass. 
What confusion it would make. I once said 
this to a brother and he looked perfectly 
astonished. Would you not break the bread 
if the Lord told you to ? I am to be at th« 
Lord's disposal; it is His assembly. I am not 
•peaking about gift or the exercise of gift, 
that is another thing altogether. 

" There will I make the horn of David to 
bud." How often our horns are budding there ! 
It is wonderful how He bears with us. It is 
a great thing to know how to behave yourself 
in the assembly. It needs prayer and exercise. 
In many things we fail, but it is a great thing 
to be exercised. 
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I want to know how to behave myself 
in my family, in my business, but also in 
the assembly, that is where I should be more 
particular than anywhere; the other would 
follow. I ought to have a sense, when I do 
anything in the assembly, that I have the 
Lord's mind in doing it. We should grow up 
into it, and as we are exercised we become 
more sensitive. If I have the sense that I am 
connected with the place where the Lord 
dwells I shall be particular about my be¬ 
haviour. I do not mean that which is out¬ 
ward, but the inward state of heart, because 
the Lord always looks inside. You may be a 
most perfect person outside and yet far from 
the Lord inside. If I am treating the Lord 
with indifference all the week, I cannot be 
in power when I come into the assembly. 
I may not be conscious of anything outward, 
but He sees there is a distance. What a dif¬ 
ference it would make as to our conduct all 
the week if we cherished the thought that 
we belong to the place where the Lord finds 
His pleasure. 

How is it we are not simple as to our prayers 
when in assembly ? I think we get into the 
presence of one another instead of the Lord. 
We do not want to be legal or cast in upon 
ourselves, but it is a great thing to be cast 
upon the Lord. I know a meeting that has 
got fifty brothers, and about three of them 
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take part; it is most deplorable. You say, 
They ought to be taught. They have had 
every bit of teaching and ministry they could 
get. It is not a question of knowing these 
things. We need to help one another in these 
matters. 

Now look at what he says in Psalm cxxxiii. 
" Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! " Here 
are the people dwelling together now. See 
how God puts His word together. " There 
will I make the horn of David to bud." Now 
what follows ? " How good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity !" 
What will unite us ? Do you think theories 
or principles will ? No, but the presence 
of Christ will. It does not say, " visit," 
but " dwell." Many of us visit the assembly, 
but the word is " dwell together." Do not 
let us read this without prayer. The Lord's 
presence is a very real thing. 

I once saw a lady come to the meeting 
who had but recently come out from the 
world, and her dress was very unbecoming 
to the assembly of the saints. As I heard the 
rustle of her silks I said : Lord, look upon 
her ! When we were going out she addressed 
me, and said, I have not been very happy 
this morning. Do you think there is anything 
unbecoming about my dress ? It is an illus¬ 
tration of how the Lord can make His presence 
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felt and exercise our souls. If I had rebuked 
her it would not have had such an effect ai 
that. 

Oh ! that we had a greater sense of thaw 
things, then we should dwell together in 
unity and pray in liberty, and our prayer* 
would lead us to praise. " Praise ye th« 
Lord !" 
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