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To the Brethren and Sitters, united in Church

fellowship, at Oideon and Bethesda Chapels,

Bristol.

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Having found myself, for these many months past,

much hindered from pastoral intercourse with you,

through the partial continuance of the same infirmity

which gave occasion to the writing of the following

Letter ; it occurred to me that the word of exhorta

tion which they contain, might not be altogether

unprofitable, if presented for your private perusal

through the medium of the press. I have been

induced to carry out this suggestion by the considera

tion that, although the Letters were originally in

tended for all of you, yet many may not have had

an opportunity either of hearing them read publicly,

ot of perusing them afterwards in private ; and also,

by my conviction of the practical importance which

attaches to some of the points contained in them.

As I did not, at the time of their composition, re

tain copies, and have not been able, upon enquiry, to

procure the originals, they are printed from a manu

script volume belonging to a sister, who, upon

hearing them, felt so much interest in their con

tents as afterwards to transcribe them for herself.

Such as they are, I desire to offer them to you,

as a memorial of pastoral interest and affection,

praying that the God of all grace may be pleased to

make use of them for jour spiritual profit. Read

them after prayer, and seek to apply what they con

tain to your own cases and circumstances.

Your affectionate Brother,

HENRY CRAIK.

November, 1837.

In reprinting these letters, I have made some

verbal corrections, and added two other letters,

written since the publication of the first edition.

July, 1848.
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LINES

WRITTEN ON THE EVE OF A SILENT LORD'S BAY.

John vi. 53.

Thy flesh is meat indeed, Incarnate God !

We praise Thee that Thy Spirit in our hearts

Hath legibly inscribed the eternal truth

Thy lips once uttered, and Thy word records.

Blest nourishment divine ! O let us feed

More richly on Thy fulness ; let us know

More of Thy glory, (pilgrims though we be,

And in a weary land) : here let us taste

Such draughts of living joy, as may remind

Our hearts of home, and antedate our bliss.

Learning is dull to us ; pleasure is vain ;

Ambition, honour, riches, fame, applause,

The gilded idols that enslave the world,

"We would renounce for ever : grant us then

True pleasure, solid learning, heavenly wealth.

Nor only for ourselves would we implore

The rich discovery of Thy face unveiled :

O let the dead be raised, the captives freed,

And let Thy Spirit, with resistless might,

Go forth revealing to man's blinded eye

Thine uncreated beauty, that the charms

Of earth's vain toys may fade away for ever.

This voice could once proclaim Thy matchless worth

To listening multitudes ; but silent now,

And powerless to declare Thy praise abroad,

Would whisper forth to Thee the secret prayer,—

" Lord, speed Thy messengers ; let thousand hearts

Awake to listen to a Saviour's call,

And find life, peace, and glory in the sound."

1835.



PASTORAL LETTERS.

To the Brethren and Friends at Bethesda.

April 8th, 1835.

Dea.ii Brethren,

I am prevented, by the hand of the Lord,

from preaching His word among you this even

ing: I have long spoken in weakness, and now

my weakness is such that I cannot address an

assembly so as to be heard, without increasing

disease. My kind medical friend recommends

abstinence from preaching or speaking, quiet,

ness, and, if possible, a little retirement into the

country; in addition to the application of a

blister to the part affected, and frequent medi

cine to prevent fever. I do now believe the at

tack more serious than I thought it last week.
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But I have a command from my Master ia

every thing to give thanks, and I feel every

cause for praise, and not for mourning ; every

reason to speak well of Jesus, and to abhor

myself as very, very sinful.

If 1 should never preach again, I bear testi

mony against myself, that all my prayers,

preaching, and other labours have been polluted

with sin; often with formality and self-seeking

—often with discontent and repining. Except

my heart, thoughts, words, and doings, be

washed in the sin-cleansing blood, I must

perish for ever.

I beg of you, for the sake of our dear Lord,

that you remember me in secret, and pray that

whether my retirement be short or long, whe

ther my illness be briefor protracted,—whether

health or sickness, life or death, be my portion,

God may be glorified in me ; and that, if spared,

I may become a more truly spiritual, humble,

meek, and lowly minister of the Lamb.

Your very unworthy Brother

and Servant for Christ's sake,

HENRY CRAIK.



To the Brethren and Sisters at Gideon and

Bethesda.

Westbury, April 25, 1835.

Deaeiy Beloved in Cheist Jesus cue

HOPE,

I write these lines to put you in remembrance

of me ; to let you see that I am not forgetful of

you ; and to request the continuance of your

supplications on my behalf. You all know the

cause which keeps me from you ; and the longer

I am detained thereby, the more convinced I

am, that no power short of Divine Agency,

can ever restore me. I would not ask your

sympathy as if I considered myself sorely af

flicted. In all simplicity, I declare to all, again

and again, that the gentleness of the stroke is

wonderful ; and amongst the many,many saints

who are under the rod, I believe scarcely any

are so lightly tried as I am ; I rarely suffer any

pain, except I exert myself; but if I forget my

weakness, and converse, I am soon reminded

that there is some singular inability about my

organs of utterance, which may never be re

moved. Under these circumstances, anxiety
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were sinful. The very Master whom I serve

has taken away my ability for speaking ; that

same Master is himself the Physician; if Icould

really be more usefully employed in His ser

vice by my disease being removed, His word

would in a moment deliver me. What then do

I gather from all this ? Either my preaching

is over, and my work in that respect finished,

or I have to be taught, through my affliction,

some lesson which I have not yet learned, or

there is some benefit thence to be derived to

the Church. To whichever of these conclusions

we come, there is ground for nothing but self-

abasement in reference to ourselves, and per

petual thanksgiving in reference to God's good

ness. Is my preaching over ? And ought not

all of us to bless and praise the name of our

condescendingGod, thatHeever deigned to put

me into the ministry, to give me comfort in the

work, (amidst many temptations, weaknesses,

and secret trials,) and, in addition to all this,

to give me many seals to my labours, thereby

getting glory to His own name, and filling the

hearts ofHispeople with gladness ? Even should



this disease be the messenger and forerunner of

death, (and I have tried steadily to look death

in the face) what shall we say then ? That the

Lord is the best judge, and can make no mis

take in any of His matters ; but that my flesh

naturally shrinks from the gloom of the grave,

and the new nature rather longs for the coming

of Jesus, desiring not to be unclothed, but

clothed upon.—I will tell you a little of my ex

perience about this ; I had some hours of great

darkness and discomfort at first, and it seemed

as if (were death to come then) there would be

no glory brought to God by my last hours.

Those feelings of discomfort havejvery rarely

returned, and now I desire to trust my Lord

with the settlement of my frame at last, as well

as now. I dare not say how I shall feel in the

article of dying, but I well know my security

will not depend on my feelings. I rather desire

the coming of my Lord, but in either case my

dependence is the same. I bear witness against

myself, that I have been conceived in sin and

shapen in iniquity,—that I am destitute of all

claim upon Divine justice,— that according to
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God"s most holy and righteous law, I am justly

condemned.—I believe that ifGod were to look

upon me as out of Christ, I should be a smoke

in His nostrils, and full of loathsomeness. I

freely confess that before and since conversion,

I have been, and am, a most miserable sinner.

I have no single good work of my own to make

mention of—no well-spent life to look back

upon, as the ground ofmy consolation, but as a

poor guilty creature, I, like a drowning man,

lay hold of the Divine declaration, John xi.

25, 26. " He that believeth on me," &c.

If any spectators should be present, who are

trusting in any other refuge, I warn them that

it is possible to be full of confidence and free

from care, yet awfully deluded.

And now, dear Brethren and Sisters, I com

mend myself to your prayers, and desire grace

from my Father to continue mindful of you.

I would write much more, but my strength is

not great ; I may resume my pen at another

opportunity. I commend to your prayers the

matter respecting a brother to supply my place.

Brother E. is known to all of you ; he is truly
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a man of God, and prayerful in his work

Pray that if it be our Father's mind, he may

be made -willing to come. Remember especially

our beloved Brother Miiller at this crisis ; he

needs much grace amidst a variety of occupa

tions, more than sufficient for several labourers.

Pray that he may never look to his own capabi

lity for strength, but in all lowliness and meek

ness rest upon Jehovah Jesus. Two texts

have been on my mind since my illness. Isaiah

xxvi. 1, "We have a strong city," &c, and

Rev. i. 17, 18, "Fear not," &c.

Your loving Brother and Servant,

for Christ's sake,

HENRY CRAIK.

To the Churches assembling at Gideon and

Bethesda Chapels.

Westbury, May 20th, 1835.

Dearly Beloved in Cheist,

It has been put into my heart to write unto

you again in token of loving remembrance.

May the Spirit of Jesus assist me in writing,



12

and influence your hearts in hearing, for His

own glory. In endeavouring to stir up your

sincere minds by way of remembrance, it may

be, I shall bring before you nothing but what

you have repeatedly heard already, either from

my fellow-labourers or myself ; but to write the

same things unto you, to me indeed is not

grievous, but for you it is safe. Moreover, I

persuade myself I have so much place in your

hearts, that my letter will not be valued by

you, merely according to its worth, but that

you will the more readily receive its contents,

because of your affection for the writer.

I desire, first, to call upon you all to praise

our God for all His gracious dealings with us,

from the first day of our meeting together until

now. The Lord delights to display the over

flowing of His bounty towards His chosen—

from everlasting His thoughts have been taken

up about His saints ; and now, after He hath

done more for us, infinitely more, than our

poor little minds are able to conceive of, all He

asks in return is the fruit of our lips, the ut

terance of heart-felt praise, bringing glory to
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His name. But in particular, have we, breth

ren, as little flocks of our loving Shepherd,

cause for praise. Mercies innumerable,—an

abundant increase—trials few and light—some

measure of the fruits of the Spirit,—all unite

to call forth gratitude and thankfulness. Bear

with me, dear brethren ; there is a sore evil

which I have seen among the people of God.

Unnumbered blessings are suffered to pass into

oblivion, while trials and afflictions take up

much thought, and occasion needless expense

of time and talking. How much more com

mon is it to find saints complaining and finding

fault, either with persons or circumstances,

than spending their breath in the heart-felt

expression of holy gratitude and praise.

Another point occurs to me, as one on which

we frequently need exhortation. We are told

in the word of God, to follow after the things

that make for peace, and things whereby we

may edify one another. Now what is the chief

hindrance of mutual love and union among the

disciples of Christ f What is the poisonous

root from whence dissension springs ? A dis-
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position to think too highly of ourselves. How

often have we felt our minds hurt, because not

treated (as we thought) with sufficient respect

and kindness. Now for worldly men this is

a very natural feeling. The morality of the

world does not condemn it, but the principles

of the gospel forbid and oppose it. You re

member that hymn of Watts, wherein believers

praise God for His great mercy, in such words

as these ;

" And on a poor polluted worm

He makes His graces shine."

Now these words you have often sung. What

do they imply ? That we look upon ourselves

as worms—as polluted as well as worthless, by

our natural origin. The next time we are

tempted to think highly of ourselves, let us

well weigh the force of such terms, and the

amount of such an acknowledgment. What a

vile insignificant object is a crawling reptile !

But we have degraded ourselves lower than the

worm in the scale of God's creation. Such a

creature is not polluted, because it is incapable

of sin. Could we practically feel what we are
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by nature, we should say within ourselves, when

we have to bear undeservedly from others ; "If

we are despised and trod upon, is it anything

remarkable that men tread upon a worm ?"

While I write thus, dear brethren, I bear wit

ness against myself, that I have not the least

power or inclination of my own to carry out

this principle into practice ; but I feel assured

that if it were practically acted on, it would

save a world of opposition and disunion among

the sons of peace. Instead of complaining of

each other, the ear of Jesus would hear our

sorr ows, and His hand vindicate our cause.

It seems well before I conclude, that I should

briefly refer to those cases which have lately

called forth the melancholy necessity of church

censure ; and in doing so, I highly commend

your exercise of discipline, and I pray God

you may ever be watchful to vindicate, not

your own honour, but the honour of Christ, in

this way. It is an unfounded notion, enter

tained, I trust, by none of you, that because

we are destitute in our day of such supernatural

powers as belonged to the first believers, there
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fore there can be no longer any discipline.

Whatever others do, be careful that you suffer

nothing in each other, outwardly inconsis

tent with the walk of faith. Yes, brethren, it

becomes you to think highly of your privileges

as churches of the living God. Christ Himself

is your Head, and as long as you act by His

authority and by the leading of His Spirit,

whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound

in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on

earth shall be loosed in heaven. Matt, xviii. 18.

Do not allow such cases to discourage or over

whelm you. Let us be thereby reminded of the

reality and strength of Satanic power ; of the

utter weakness of nature ; of the necessity of

watchfulness and prayer. Blessed is the man

that feareth always. Let no horrid feeling of

our own superior spirituality intrude into our

minds, and be the earnest and forerunner of our

own fall. Let pity for the offender be mingled

with holy indignation against the sin. Let the

subject of your censure be still the object of

your love. Let him have a place in your heart,

and a share in your supplications. . Nay, let him
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not be less dear in the season of degradation,

than he was in the time of comfort and respect.

Pray that atrue restoration may confound Satan

and encourage the saints. Jesus has even

now a human heart. Let us consider how He

feels, and seek by His Spirit, to have our

feeling towards our offending brother, such as

may please the Lord.

There may be some of you much tried with

inward temptations. If such trials arc made a

good use of, they may be greatly instrumental

towards your growth in grace. I think I have

seen something of the Lord's design in them.

They serve to keep the soul low. They pro

duce caution and tenderness of spirit. Some

times you may observe believers, who have at

first manifested much zeal and confidence of

their acceptance, permitted to fall very deeply.

Others again, with apparently less zeal and less

assurance of divine favour, you may observe

walking with more holy circumspection before

the world and the church . In characters of the

former description, the confidence and zeal

may, in a great degree, have been merely na-
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tural ; the latter sort of saints have been pro

bably kept down by a deep sense of inward

sinfulness, by a great tenderness of conscience,

causing them more easily to feel distressed by

the appearance of evil, and by a more constant

fear of offending God.

All this has impelled them to frequency in

prayer, and consequently been instrumental to

their safety. The former class, being less alive

to their own danger, were more seldom on

their watch-tower, and so the enemy overcame

them unawares.

Godliness, dear brethren,- does not consist

in warmth of feeling ; nor in a glow of excite

ment, even upon spiritual subjects ; nor in

fluency of expression in reference to the things

of God. It is founded in lowliness of heart,

and the casting down of every high conception

of our own excellence. The life of God in the

soul consists in fellowship with Jesus—in pu

rity of spirit—in love to the saints—in submis

sion to the divine will—in disclaiming every

ground of boasting in ourselves—in prizing

exceedingly the blood of God, whereby the
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church has been redeemed. . It is manifested

outwardly in meekness, and deadness to the

world. It produces a jealous care, lest by our

conduct we bring a reproach upon that holy

name whereby we are called. Remember what

the world expects from us. The sharp eye of

their searching scrutiny is fixed upon our out

ward walk. They know nothing, absolutely

nothing, of the hidden springs of the divine

life, but they wonderfully well understand what

we ought to be. They can judge whether we

are meek and yielding, or irritable and proud ;

whether we are strict or lax in our ordinary

dealings,—self-denying or profuse in our ex

penses,—liberal or niggardly in our aid to the

distressed ; in fine, whether we are seeking our

happiness in the things of time and sense, or

in the graces and the promised blessedness of

the kingdom of Christ. Dearly beloved, bear

with me. We are more likely to deceive our

selves in our day, than individuals were in

apostolic times. Remember, that to be de

lighted with the preaching of the gospel, to

fancy we get a blessing under such a sermon,

B
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to find a fancied sweetness in some particular

promise, are no proofs of sound conversion to

God. To experience a certain glow of comfort

able feeling amid the excitement of outward

services, is not religion. Let us show that we

practically love the saints. There are many,

very many, poor among you. Let the few, to

whom the Lord has given the good things of

this life, be liberal in distributing to the wants

of the distressed ; and in sharing the burden

of the afflicted. You see I write with all

freedom, and such plainness of speech as you

have ever heard from my brother and myself.

I thank you, dear brethren and sisters, for the

many proofs of affection you have shown me,

unworthy as I am. You will naturally enquire

how I am in health, and what prospect I have

of resuming my labours. My health is better,

but my infirmity, as it respects speaking, still

continues. Meantime, besides taking exercise

in the open air, I have given myself principally

to the study of the word of .God and prayer.

My path is at present rather clouded with ob

scurity, and as to when I may be permitted to
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minister again among you, I know not. Let

much praise ascend, because of the Lord's

gracious dealings in sending Brother Caldecott

among you. He is a true, loving servant of

God. Let dear Brother M. and him have

much of your prayers ; and ask for me that I

may be guided how to act, enjoy much of the

divine blessing on my studies, and when the

purpose of my infirmity is accomplished, be

restored to you all.—I would write more, but

I do not like to trouble our brother in reading,

or you in hearing.

Your affectionate Brother and Servant,

for Christ's sake,

HENRY CRAIK.

To the Brethren and Sisters at Bethesda and

Gideon.

Teignmouth, June 16, 1835.

Deab Bkexheen in Chsist,

Once more I have seen it well to write to you,

rather in the way of brotherly remembrance

than of pastoral instruction. You will, I
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trust, be enabled, during my absence, to re

member me in secret before our God and

Father ; and thus, by our mutually making

mention of each other before Him, absence in

the flesh may, through His grace, unite us more

closely together in the Spirit. I have delayed

thus long to write, partly because I wished to

be able to send you good tidings respecting the

effect of my journey to this place, and partly

because nothing has been particularly laid upon

my heart as a subject on which to address you.

I do not expect, yea, more, I do not desire to

recover from my infirmity, until the affliction

has wrought out in my own soul the peaceable

fruits of righteousness. You know something,

and but a very little, (in proportion to the

whole) of my spiritual infirmities. I am my

self better acquainted with them, but my gra

cious Father knoweth them altogether. Now I

pray God that He would not take off His hand

from me, nor suffer me to go back to the work

ofthe ministry until He hath more fitted me for

it. That it would not be good for me, nor for

the church, that I should now resume my la-
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bours among you is evident : that (if my Lord

permit me to continue much longer in this

world) I shall one day be again allowed to re

sume His service, is to me nearly as clear. He

has never allowed me entirely to go back from

Himself since first He drew me by His Spirit

to His throne. He has opened up His word to

me in secret, and given me to feel a sweetness

in meditating thereon, and a comfort in un

folding the result of meditation ; nay, more, He

has carried home the word spoken to the hearts

of others, and given me proofs of His appro

bation and favour.

Though I have served Him most imper

fectly, yet He is not like any other master ;

neither do I believe that He will finally cast

me off from His service in any other way, than

by taking me home to Himself.

Meantime I have the privilege of living in

the same house with His people, and of enjoy

ing such opportunities for prayer and retire

ment, as I have not had for years past. Im

peded though I be, by infirmity of body, my

mind is yet capable of spiritual exercise ; and
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the little work on which I employ myself, con

taining amendments of our excellent version

of the Scriptures, insignificant though it may

he in itself, may, through the accompanying

influence of the Holy Spirit to the hearts of

the readers, he instrumental in aiding some of

God's children to increase in the knowledge of

His will.

I will give you one specimen, so simple that

I trust all of you can understand it. In Rev.

v. 8, it is written, " The four beasts and four

and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,

having every one of them harps, and golden

vials full of odours, which are the prayers of

the saints." As these words stand in the com

mon version, unnecessary difficulties hinder

them from being understood. It is impossible

for the English reader to say whether the vials,

or the odours, are symbolical of the prayers

of the saints ; and another difficulty remains,

why prayers should resemble vials. Let the

words be Tendered as follows, " Having every

one of them harps, and golden bowls, full of

incense, which bowls represent the prayers of
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the saints." The word rendered hotels ex

presses a vessel with an open mouth, such as a

basin or charger : such a capacious vessel well

describes the blessedness of prayer. The pray

ers of saints are precious indeed in the sight of

God, because wrought in the hearts ofHis elect

by the power of His own Spirit. They come

up accepted before Him, because perfumed

with the intercession of His Son : they are

likened to vessels with open mouths, because, of

all the means of grace, prayer is that which is

most fitted to prepare us for all the rest ; to

draw down into our souls the living energy of

the Spirit ; and to fill us with the heavenly

graces ofknowledge, purity, and love. Let any

judicious believer say how much of the mind

of the Spirit is hidden in this verse by the

oversight in the common rendering.

This much I have thought it fit to say re

specting the work on which I have been occu

pied during my illness. You may, perhaps, be

stirred up to help me in it with your prayers.

But T cannot leave this subject without adding

one word more respecting the excellence of

b4
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that version of the Scriptures which is in every

body's hands. I have been marking down

every error which I have been able to discover

in the New Testament, and there are none that

materially affect one single doctrine of the

gospel. There are, comparatively, few of any

real importance. Now does not this testimony

from one whose word you canfully credit, give

you cause for much joy and gratitude ? Is it

true that, but a few centuries ago, our ances

tors were not permitted to read a passage of

Holy Scripture ; and that, when they heard it

read by others, it was always uttered in an

unknown tongue ? Is it actually the case that

you can read in your own language a faithful

transcript or representation of the very words

which holy men of old spake as they were

moved by the Holy Ghost ? In addition to all

this, have we not the promise of the Comforter

to shine into our hearts, and to enlighten us

in the meaning of that which would otherwise

be equally a sealed book, both to the learned

and the unlearned ? Let the thought of such

rich mercies fill our hearts with gratitude, and
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stir us up to cry earnestly for the diffusion of

the same blessing among those countries which

are covered with the shadow of spiritual death.

Finally, brethren, farewell. Watch over

your own hearts. Obey them that have the

rule over you. Prize the ordinances of divine

appointment. Let prayer precede, accompany,

and follow them. Seek opportunities to be

alone. Be slow to speak. Prove all things.

Believe no man on his own authority. Beware

of high-mindedness. Study your own faults ,

and the excellencies of others. Be more ready

to pray for those in error, than to rebuke them ;

and more ready to rebuke, than to blame them

in their absence. Meditate the word. Pity the

unconverted. Cleave to the truth. Seek to

be taught of God, so that no eloquence or

artifice can shake you. Believe not on hearsay.

The doctrine of God must always produce holi

ness, humility, and love : all views that na

turally lead to worldliness, pride, and contempt

of others, are of Satan. Perversion of the

truth is more dangerous than open error. Re

frain from harsh expressions against those in

b5
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error. Unite with all those who love Christ,

so far as you can without compromise of con

science. Remember that charity is the end of

the commandment, the fulfilling of the law,

and the bond of perfectness.

Your affectionate Brother

and Servant,

HENRY CRAIK.

To the Brethren and Sisters, united together in

Church Fellowship at Gideon and Bethesda.

Deak Brethren,

Whilst bending my knees before our God

and Father, and imploring for myself a right

state of heart towards you, and for you a dis

covery of your true state before Him, it has

come into my mind once more to send you a

token of my brotherly remembrance ; and in

doing so, I would first, for a few moments,

refer to some of those dispensations of our

Lord towards us, since my last letter. The

domestic afflictions which have befallen my
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fellow-labourer speak very loudly to us all ;

and the precarious health of him who

has so kindly supplied my absence, seems to

admonish each of us to self-examination, and

enquiry as to the lessons we are thereby in

tended to learn. Trials and bereavements are

no marks of our Father's displeasure, but they

are ever accompanied with special designs. To

seek to discover His loving purposes becomes

the character of children. What instruction

then are we to gather from the history of our

Lord's procedure with us, during the few

months past ? Why has one of those labouring

among you been suddenly taken from you ; and

why has the other, already exhausted with la

bour, and tried in a variety of ways, been called

to feel the pangs of parental sorrow, in consign

ing to the silent grave a beloved child ? I use

this language, not because I have heard or

read any account of his feelings, but because I

know that in such bereavements the most fa

voured servants of God are permitted to feel

the stroke, in order that the strength of Divine

grace may triumph more fully in supporting
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them under its severity. The last time I was

permitted to hear our brother preach, he re

marked, that in certain states of heart ordinary-

trials were not sufficient to effect the designed

end. He has only to apply this to himself, to

infer, that after an unusual share of trial, an

unusual measure of the peaceable fruits of

righteousness may be expected to succeed.

But it were most unwise in us, who are so

intimately connected with him, not to endea

vour to learn something from what he has been

called to endure. How such events are fitted

to drive us out of those earthly resting-places,

wherein we are so ready to repose; and to

send us anew to consider the firmness of that

Rock on which our abiding happiness is found

ed ! When children or wife are taken away,

or any other earthly source of comfort fails,

the worldling may, with reason, be inconsolable.

But it is not so with us. Are we resting upon

the testimony of , God ? Then nothing can

hurt us. The Lord of heaven and earth has

taken us by the hand. He has undertaken to

manage all our concerns. He has become



31

bound to supply all our need. Our health

and sickness, our joys and sorrows, our life

and death, all are under His gracious manage

ment, and depend upon His loving disposal.

What then remains for us but to give ourselves

up into His hands, to resign our own vain and

foolish wills, to cultivate intercourse with Him

self ; yea, to wait upon our God continually ;

to sigh and cry earnestly for His Spirit ; to

prize the possession of one spiritual affection

as more precious than rubies ; and to be for

ever pleading the fountain ofImmanuel's blood,

as freely flowing to cleanse our polluted hearts

from every fresh contraction of defilement ?

The first great lesson, then, which I would ga

ther from this trial, is to prize more highly

those sources ofenjoyment wherewith time and

death cannot interfere.

Sufferings are also peculiarly fitted to remind

us of the true character of our great High

Priest. The compassion of Jesus is a well in

a wilderness, just provided for the weary and

thirsty traveller. If the traveller be not thirsty,

the well may be passed unnoticed by ; and so,
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in seasons of ease and outward enjoyment, we

are less likely to remember with gratitude, that

the Saviour has a human heart.

Another effect of trial is, to endear to us the

prospect of our Lord's return. Amidst vigo

rous health and abounding comfort, our hearts

too often forget the nearness and desirableness

of that glorious appearing ; but when we feel

weighed down by inward or outward troubles,

the promise of the new heaven and the new

earth has a peculiar sweetness.

Friday, lOfA. I have delayed sending this,

having been prevented by indisposition from

going on with it ; still, after prayer, I think it

better not to keep it back, as there may be

something in it which the Spirit may carry

home to your hearts. At any rate, it may

serve to call your absent brother to your re

membrance. I was much struck yesterday

with the token of love which our Lord required

of Peter—to feed and tend the lambs of His

fold. It brought to my mind the situation in

which I am now placed ; it brought back the

recollection of days that are passed, and served
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to remind me how little I have prized the pri

vilege ! how imperfectly I have fulfilled it !

And here (as there is nothing to hinder this

letter from being read publicly) I would intro

duce one word to those, my fellow-sinners,

who have not yet sought after the Saviour. I

am persuaded that misconception of the nature

of the gospel message operates, in many in

stances, to keep you from Him. You naturally

suppose that you must become miserable in this

world, in order to secure happiness in the next.

Now this is the Devil's lie. It is our place to

represent God to you as waiting to be gracious

—as overflowing with love—as requiring only

the acknowledgment of iniquity, and a return

to Him from whom we have all so deeply re

volted. You need such a gospel, and all of

us need such a gospel, every hour. For more

than ten years, I think I have known something

of this truth ; and the reflection on all that is

passed, and on what I daily feel, is fitted to

endear to me the absolutefreeness of the great

salvation.

To you that are trusting in the one sacrifice
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of the Son of God, I would say, Jesus is our

Great Leader. Our final victory over evil rests

upon His promise. His promise is secured by

His power. Let us come at this moment and

lay down at His cross the whole burden of our

guilt. Let the sense of it pass away, because

Jesus bore it ; let the memory of it remain, as

a help to humility, watchfulness, and prayer.

It is thus only that our spirits can be set at

rest, and our hearts enlarged for walking with

God.

When I may see you face to face is still as

uncertain as ever. After glimpses of amend

ment, the old symptoms repeatedly return;

and, though on the whole better, I seem no

nearer the prospect of being engaged in pub

lic ministry than I was some months past.

—Nay, I am even told that, did I seem to

myself to have recovered, a return at once to

regular ministrations would, in all probability,

only hinder permanent usefulness, by inducing

a relapse.

Under these circumstances, I am waiting

upon my God to direct my way : how I ought
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to act towards you,—where I ought to fix my

dwelling,—what means I should further adopt,

I would desire to leave to His management.

Finally, brethren, farewell.—If any of you

feel a desire to write to me, my spirit may be

refreshed, and my prayers aided thereby. I

would desire to render thanks to two sisters,

who have taken the trouble to write to me, and

whose letters contained good tidings, and

matter of praise.

My heart's desire is to have no greater joy

than to know that the Lord's children are walk

ing in the truth.

Your Brother and Servant in Christ

Jesus our Lord,

HENRY CRAIK.

To the Brethren and Sisters at Gideon and

Bethesda.

Aug. 19, 1835.

Dearly Beloved ik Christ,

Although I have once more been permitted

to see your faces in the flesh, and to unite with
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you in waiting on the Lord, yet, as my infir

mity hinders me from otherwise addressing

you, I think it well once again to greet you by

letter.

And first, I would desire to direct your

minds to the grounds of comfort which our

gracious Lord holds out to us, even in the

midst of the discouraging circumstances in

which, as a church, we are placed. Perhaps

some of you are ready to despond, because it

hath pleased God to visit with bodily infirmity

those whohave ministered the word among you ;

and, as it were, to shut His ear against the cry

that has repeatedly gone up, that He would

grant restoration.

Dear brethren, I also am sometimes well

nigh discouraged, but never when faith is

actively cleaving to the promises of our Father's

word. Were our position a thousand times

more trying, and our prospects a thousand

times darker, still it would be true that " there

is not a single captious question which unbe

lief can ask, for which there has not been in

the Divine promises provided a reply." In
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my own case, I have not only the faithful pro

mise, but the actual experience of the Lord's

dealings for my encouragement. In the im

provement of my general health, before the

restoration of my voice, I see the loving wis

dom of my Father. Restoration of voice, while

the weakness of body continued, would have

greatly tended to perplex me respecting how

I ought to act ; and perhaps would have sent

me back to renewed exertion only to produce

a speedy and severe relapse.

Unacquainted as I am with the peculiar trials,

weaknesses, and temptations of most of you, I

trust that our glorious Head, who intimately

understands your several conditions, will, by

His Spirit, suggest to my mind some suitable

truths, and enable me to express them in " right

words." O may He open your ears, enlighten

your understandings, and cause His own truth

to find its way into your inmost hearts.

(1.) There are many among you who have

only very lately felt the power of Divine truth.

Let me address myself, in the first instance,

particularly to you ; and let me remind you of

c
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those dangers to which the young believer is

especially exposed. After the first glow of zeal

and love, the young convert very frequently

relapses into a state of comparative coldness,

and begins to cherish desires after those very

objects which he has solemnly renounced.—

Satan will seek to seduce you by temptations

suited to your natural tastes and former habits.

Some of you were, perhaps, formerly ad

dicted to worldly society, and found in social

intercourse one of the principal sources of en

joyment. Such persons are in danger of

neglecting the secret engagements of the closet,

in the first instance, in order to find time for

association with their fellow-believers ; and by

neglect of prayer, becoming less watchful, they

grow worldly enough to enjoy the society of

the unregenerate. Backsliding is generally

gradual, and therefore the truest wisdom is to

guard against the first appearance of evil.

Another class of young converts may, in

their natural state, have been attracted by

worldly vanities and the pride of life. When

first their eyes were opened to see " the King
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nament lost all their former 'attraction, and

could no longer minister delight. They per

ceived the vanity of " outward adorning," and

longed after the sensible realization of the

Psalmist's description, " the queen's daughter

is all glorious within." But the love of earthly

show was only subdued, not utterly extin

guished, in the heart : and sometimes it has

happened, that as the internal ornaments of

love and zeal, and purity of heart, decay, the

external ornaments are resumed ; and even the

observer of the outward man can detect some

ground of suspicion respecting the well-being

of the soul. Many outward things, in them

selves nearly indifferent, derive an importance

from their indicating the strength or weakness

of the internal principle. Let these hints

suffice on a subject to which I have but rarely,

if at all, alluded, in my written addresses. If

there are none among you to whom they apply,

this very fact should call forth our warmest

gratitude.

(2.) I would now add a few sentences re

c2
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specting the means of living together in such

lovely union as will bring glory to our Lord's

name.

Do not expect too much from each other,

but every thing from Jesus. Lay your account

with having much to bear from each other's

weakness. If any one or more among you

seem particularly weak, let those weak ones be

specially laid upon your hearts, and for them

most frequently let your intercessions ascend

to the throne of the heavenly grace.

This has, for some time past, appeared to me

a good rule for my own practice ; and though I

have but little carried it out, I can safely re

commend it to you. If you think any brother

or sister has slightedyou, or has displayed alack

of grace, you will find it far more profitable to

tell out your feelings about it into the ear of

Jesus, than to excite your irritation byspeaking

of it to others. Let your speech be always

with grace, seasoned with salt, and then you

will have but little opportunity for complaining

of each other.

(3.) Sympathize with the distresses of one
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another. Poverty and disease are not necessary

but permitted evils. He, who " though He was

rich, foroursakes became poor," has all power

to relieve the wants both of body and spirit,

yet He leaves many ofHis saints in great suffer

ings and in urgent need. He does so, that

His name may be glorified in the manifestation

of those precious graces of self-denying love

and tender pity, which His own Spirit worketh

in the hearts of His chosen.

Let the love of a crucified Emanuel con

strain your souls to acts of sympathy and

kindness. Seek to act, not merely from the

impulse of duty, nor from the dictates of con

science, but from the influence of that attach

ment which you bear to your Lord. That man

is truly happy who has always with him a wor

thy object of enjoyment. The believer, when

sensibly abiding in Jesus, has such an object.

He has been taught the vanity of outward

things. He has an experimental conviction of

the worthlessness of rank, or wealth, or even

learning itself, when disjoined from Christ.

Moreover, he feels the insufficiency of outward

c3
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ordinances. Therefore, there are two things

essential to true enjoyment in spiritual engage

ments ; the heart-felt fellowship with our

Head ; and the holy submission to His com

mands.

(4.) In conclusion, I would suggest one or

two hints respecting the profitable attendance

upon the means of grace. Let the word which

you hear sink into your hearts, and remain

there for future use. After you have been lis

tening to any exposition of the word of God,

ask yourselves such questions as the following :

Do I believe these doctrines ? Am I laying

hold of these promises ? Am I aiming after

obedience to the precepts that have been

brought before me ? Do not decide as to the

amount of blessing which you have received,

from the glow of momentary gratification, but

from the permanent impression left upon the

fleshy tablets of your hearts. Take, for ex

ample, the discourse delivered by our Brother

Caldecott last Lord's day morning. To hear

such a sermon and forget it may leave the

soul without a blessing ; but to hear, believe,
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detain, and act upon it, will secure a lasting

benefit.

How joyfully should we sustain life's many

trials, and rise above them all, did we habitu

ally realize our intimate fellowship and eternal

union with the Lamb of God ! How exhilara

ting to our spirits to remember, that as all our

sins were atoned for by our great Sacrifice, so

all our sorrows are shared by our Elder Bro

ther ; yea, that there is such a perfect inter

community between us and our Beloved, that

all His perfect righteousness and all His sur

passing glory belong to us. Practically to feel

and realize what we are in Him is the very

foundation of all spiritual enjoyment.

I feel that I could greatly enlarge on all

these points, but I may yet be permitted to do

so more fully when my mouth shall again be

opened.

Meantime, may great grace rest on you.

Your loving Brother,

HENRY CRAIK.

c4
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To the Saints in Christ Jesus, at Bethesda and

Gideon Chapels.

Thursday, 17th Sept. 1835.

Dear Fellow-Pilgrims,

During the duration of my incapacity for

outward exertion, it has seemed well to me to

address you from time to time, by letter, a little

more methodically than I have done hitherto,

respecting select passages of the word of God.

I may thus perhaps furnish you with some

hints fitted to assist you in the exercise of

secret meditation. May the Lord mercifully

smile upon the attempt.

The first passage to which I would direct

your minds is to be found in the 14th verse of

the 1st chapter of the Gospel by John ; " The

Word was made flesh : " words which declare

to us one of the fundamental truths of our

most holy faith, and the consideration of which

is fitted, through the energy of the Spirit of

God, to stir up our hearts to lively gratitude

and adoring admiration. I shall first endeavour

briefly to explain the amount of the statement
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contained in them ; and, secondly, deduce from

the statement, so understood, some suitable

reflections.

In laying before you the amount of the state

ment herein contained, I shall direct your

minds to the four following points :—

1. The essential dignity and pre-existent

glory of the "Word.

2. The reality of His humanity.

3. His sinlessness in our nature.

4. The union of the human with the Divine

attributes in one Christ.

1 . Respecting the dignity of the person here

spoken of, the evangelist has given a decisive

testimony in the preceding context ; " The

Word was God." Were this a solitary decla

ration of the divinity of our Lord, it might,

more plausibly, be explained away. But it

does not stand alone. Its plain and obvious

meaning is confirmed by the repeated testimony

of the Spirit in the writings of inspiration. The

prophets and apostles unite in assuring us,

that He was and is " God over all, blessed for

ever." Jehovah is the name peouliarly belong
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ing to the true God ; Psalm lxxxiii. 18. In

the 97th Psalm, it is of Jehovah that the

Spirit speaks when the command is uttered,

" Worship Him all ye Gods." Yet the apostle,

in writing to the Hehrews, asserts that these

words are referrible to Christ when He cometh

the second time into the world ; Heb. i. 6. The

divine nature resident in the man Christ Jesus

claims the adoration of the angelic hosts. I

do not think it necessary to produce a multi

tude of testimonies. You are most ofyou able

to refer to them for yourselves. It is not profit

able to speculate on this revealed truth. Let

us approach it as Moses drew near to the

burning bush. Let us not attempt to rend

away the veil of mystery by which it is con

cealed ; but while reposing on the word that

Jehovah has spoken, let us expect clearer ap

prehensions and brighter revelations, when we

shall see Him face to face. Maintain the UNITY

OF GOD, yet hold fast the distinction of

Father, Son, and Spirit. A thousand questions

may be asked respecting these points, to which

no human understanding can frame a repl/.
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Be content to be fools for Christ's sake. I ac

knowledge that of all the facts of revelation,

this is the most opposed to the power of the

natural intellect. You will find no rest for the

sole of your feet, save in the very language of

Scripture itself.

Secondly,—The reality of His humanity. In

ancient times angels appear often to have as

sumed the form of human beings ; and in some

instances, our Lord Himself appeared to the

fathers under the resemblance of a man. But

His coming in the flesh was altogether different

from any such appearances. The words of our

text imply that He really became man. Nothing

that can be called a property of our nature was

wanting in Him. He partook of flesh and

blood as truly as yau or I. He had a human

body, which gradually advanced through the

several stages of infancy, youth, and maturity .

His body was sustained by food, and rendered

Him susceptible of pain, when fasting in the

wilderness. But to have had a human body

was not sufficient to complete His humanity.

He had also a human heart. He was tried in
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all points like as we are. Every sinless infir

mity, every innocent affection belonged to Him.

He came down into our very condition of

being. Its weaknesses, its sorrows, its myste

rious union of mind and matter, He assumed.

Fix it in your hearts, that the object upon

whom all your warmest affections are invited to

rest, and the Being to whom you owe the im

mense debt of endless gratitude, was and is of

the very same nature with yourselves.

Thirdly,—The next point which I intended

to notice is the sinlessness of His humanity.

In regard to this truth, the Scriptures are

remarkably express. There is no passage

that even remotely conveys a contrary senti

ment. He Himself could charge His bitterest

enemies with the enquiry, " Which of you con-

victeth Me of sin ? " He came not in theflesh

of sin, but only in the likeness of sinful flesh,

Romans viii. 2. Peter declares that " He did

no sin ;" Paul asserts " that He knew no sin ;"

and John joins together with his fellow apostles

in testifying that " sin has no existence in

Him." The writer to the Hebrews, who goes
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farther than any of the others, in opening up

the reality of His relationship to His people,

guardshis statementwiththe express exception,

" yet without sin ;" Heb. iv. After these testi

monies we need no further proof. The evidence

they contain is ample, clear, and decisive. The

fact of His being in our nature is fitted to in

spire us with feelings of holy nearness and

familiarity ; the fact, that in that nature He

alone lived upon earth without sin, is fitted to

fill our hearts with sentiments of veneration

and admiring awe. Even in the characters of

the best of men, blemishes are found, and these

naturally operate as hindrances to love. But

no such hindrances exist in Jesus, to impede

the full tide of our affections from flowing forth

upon Him. Reflect how noble is our nature,

were it not marred by sin. How admirable is

human wisdom, how amiable is human ten

derness. See these qualities in perfection in the

person of Emanuel. He is the Holy One and the

true. You cannot err in loving Him too ardently.

He is human, yet you may worship Him with

out idolatry. He is divine, yet you may lean
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upon His bosom, and tell out to Him your

whole heart, without the risk of a repulse.

Fourthly.—When He became man, He ceased

not to be God. This is important to be noted

and considered. It is quite possible that one

creature might be turned into another, and

thereby lose the properties of its first condition.

Thus the body of Lot's wife, when miraculously

changed into a pillar of salt, ceased any longer

to possess the properties of flesh and blood.

But the Word did not cease to be God by be

coming man. His Godhead was veiled, but

not merged or lost in His manhood. In Acts xx.

Paul asserts, that the church was purchased

by the blood of God ; and had the Word at His

incarnation ceased to be God, the mystery of

God manifest in the flesh would be a delusion,

instead of being so certain as to preclude all

controversy ; 1 Tim. Hi. 16. Here is indeed

a fathomless sea of wonders ; yet our inability

to understand the mode can in no degree

weaken our evidence of the fact.

To attempt to explain it would only bewilder

the mind in vain speculation. Let our hearts'
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desire now be, to receive with simplicity all that

is revealed. Let the very obscurity of our per

ceptions and the deficiency of our knowledge

stir us up to long earnestly for that time when

the day of glory shall dawn, and we shall

know even as we are known.

I propose, the Lord willing, to consider some

of the practical inferences deducible from the

doctrine thus stated, in my next letter.

Your Brother and Servant in Christ,

HENRY CRAIK.

To the Saints at Gideon and Bethesda.

Saturday, 26th September, 1835.

Dbab Bketheen,

In my last letter I offered some hints towards

the exposition of the inspired declaration of

the evangelist, " The Word was made flesh."

Having briefly set before you the doctrine

contained in this comprehensive statement, I

come now to deduce from it some of the prac

tical principles arising out of the doctrine so

understood.
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And first, let it be observed, that the nature

of the divine record is such, that the practical

principles proposed for our conduct, all natu

rally flow from the doctrines proposed for our

faith. We can easily conceive, that a revela

tion might have contained, on the one hand, a

system of doctrinal discoveries ; and, on the

other hand, a system of practical precepts, both

originating in the same source, and sanctioned

by the same authority, yet in no wise necessa

rily connected together. Now just the reverse

of this is the character of that revelation con

tained in the Bible. It has pleased the wisdom

of Him who intimately and perfectly under-

standeth our frame, so to connect, in His word,

the doctrines to be believed, with the practice

to be followed, that the heart-felt belief of the

former leads, by a constraining necessity, to

the obedience of the latter ; so that in propor

tion to the clearness and extent of our know

ledge, and the depth and reality of our faith,

will be the measure of our attainment in the

holiness of the gospel.

It is not enough to assert that a right faith
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ought to produce certain corresponding effects ;

we are warranted to go farther and to main

tain the position that it must produce them.

The great object, therefore, in order to the

attainment of that character which becomes

the children of God, is to aim after an increase

of faith in those fundamental truths on which

all true holiness must be grounded. It is for

the understanding clearly to apprehend the dis

coveries made to us in Scripture : it is for the

heart to become impressed with the influential

principles exhibited, and in some instances,

exemplified in those discoveries : and it is for

the life to manifest outwardly the beautiful

correspondence between the several parts of

revealed truth.

I am deeply convinced that it is possible to

urge practical duties in such a way, as to retard

rather than to promote our progress in the

divine life. A believer ought to possess the

graces of humility, love, spirituality, and pray-

erfulness, but his mere sense of obligation

will not directly help him in their attainment.

Faith in the scriptural declaration respect
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ing our own depravity will produce a low

opinion of ourselves. Believing meditation

on the sufferings of Jesus will produce a

soft and loving heart. A firm conviction and

steady expectation of the coming glory will

tend to raise our desires and affections above

the present world : and a heart-felt experi

ence of our utter weakness will drive us

repeatedly to the throne of grace. The faith

which is attended by such results is the work

of the Eternal Spirit ; and when it is once

wrought in the heart, it will produce its effects

according to the objects upon which it rests.

The gospel is a divinely contrived plan for ren

dering us holy , not through the declaration of

a law, but through the operation of a principle.

The conscience may be alarmed ; our self-

complacency may be disturbed ; we may, like

Herod, be so wrought upon as to do many

things ; yet all the while be ignorant of the

spring of new obedience. Outward devoted-

ness can never be a correct standard whereby

to judge of our state of heart, except when

taken in connexion with the doctrine
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and principles whence that devotedness arises.

Let me now briefly apply these general re

marks to the great doctrine of our Lord being

made flesh. Like every other fundamental

doctrine of the Bible, it is fitted to instruct us

in practical holiness.

(1.) It is the most marvellous display of di

vine condescension and humility on the part

of Christ. Ambition is natural to us all. We

strive, in our unconverted state, to rise higher

and higher in the world. We aim after emi

nence and distinction among our fellow-men.

Nor is this unholy root entirely destroyed at

our conversion. If we no longer seek for emi

nence in the world, we are in danger of seeking

for it in the church. Now to rebuke this aspir

ing tendency, let us frequently contemplate

the example of true greatness. Let us remem

ber His incarnation, and present glory, and

coming kingdom, as the brightest illustration

of the principle which Himself hath spoken :

" He that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

His humiliation did not consist in a negative

contentment with His own position, but in a

D
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positive renunciation of that which rightfully

belonged to Him as the Creator and Preserver

of the universe. Let us be willing to be low,

despised, poor. However low we may sink,

the Lord of glory has experienced an infi

nitely deeper humiliation ; and the deepest

abasement from the greatest height of human

elevation would, in comparison, be as nothing.

(2.) Let the fact of our Lord's incarnation

excite in our hearts the return of grateful love.

The apostle Paul illustrates the love of Christ

in dying for His people, by contrasting it with

the utmost degree of affection from one human

being towards another. " Scarcely for a right

eous man would one die ; peradventure for a

good man some would even dare to die ; but

God commendeth His love to us, in that while

we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Now

the measure of love displayed in the act of the

incarnation, must be viewed in connexion with

the sacrifice on the cross.

What a proof of affection would it be for the

most exalted of human beings, or the most

elevated of the angelic host, to lay aside all
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that ministered to his enjoyment,—yea, to

change his condition into that of the vilest

reptile ; to submit to live as a worm among

worms ; to allow himself to be trodden upon

and crushed to death ; and all in order to ac

complish some benefit to others, which could

be attained in no other way. Such love as

this, Jesus manifested towards you and me.

He became bone of our bone, and flesh of

our flesh ; He clothed Himself with the ca

pacity of suffering ; He became a broken

hearted and sorrowful Man ; He exchanged

the adoration of the heavenly hosts, for the

bitter reproaches and revilings of the very

creatures whom His power created : and now

that by His deep abasement He has secured

our everlasting elevation, not so much by His

injunctions, as by the memory of His acts to

wards us, He asks for the devoted affection of

our hearts.

(3.) Let us adore the evidence of Divine

wisdom, which this fact exhibits. Wisdom

displays itself in two distinct ways. It may

be displayed in the result which it aims after,

d2
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or the means which it employs for the accom

plishment of that result. This remark may be

illustrated by the assertion of our Lord, that

the children of the world are wiser in their

generation than the children of light. Not

that they are wiser in the ultimate end after

which they are pursuing, but in respect of the

means which they employ in the pursuit.

Now the wisdom displayed in the incarnation

of the Son of God is worthy of admiration,

whether we consider the end aimed after, or

the means made use of for its attainment. The

end to be accomplished is the salvation of an

infinite number of ruined creatures ; to bring

back to favour and fellowship with God a

world of lost souls ; and the only possible

means of accomplishing this object were utterly

beyond the reach of any finite discovery ; since

we have reason to believe that the only possi

ble plan whereby the end could have been

attained, was by the incarnation, obedience,

sacrifice, death, resurrection, ascension, inter

cession, and dominion of the Christ of God.

In the scheme of redemption, there is ex
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hibited to man as sinful, the strongest possible

evidence of God's willingness to be reconciled

to him ; and of the existence of the tenderest

compassion in the heart of that awful Being,

from whose presence we naturally shrink away.

God has spared no pains to convince the re

turning sinner of a gracious reception. Al

though He is the Holy One of Israel, who

cannot look upon sin without abhorrence, yet

He has liberally expended the wealth ofheaven

in proving His affection for the sinner.

The heart that, oppressed with guilt, dare

not look upon the face of the Eternal, finds

something to invite confidence, and confession,

and hope of acceptance, in the countenance of

Emanuel. Have we found it so in our own

experience ? Has an inward perception of the

preciousness of the Divine promises been

granted to us, whereby we realize their truth,

and expect their fulfilment ? Has this con

viction imparted peace to our tempted spirits,

and opened up to us a constant source of com

fort ? If so, we are living evidences of the

accomplishment of part of that object for

1)3
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which the Son of God became incarnate, and

suffered in the flesh ; and while we are called

upon to adore the wisdom that devised a way

to bring back His banished ones, we are at the

same time called upon to remember that the

same wisdom has arranged and appointed every

single circumstance that concerns us.

Our bodily infirmities, our sorer mental

trials, our overwhelming seasons of depression

at the sense of our unworthiness, our re

peated disappointments, all are permitted and

managed by that very wisdom which origi

nated the scheme of our salvation.

The promised results of this salvation are

not more wonderful than the means that have

already been employed. The consideration of

the wisdom displayed in the plan leads forth

the heart in expectation of the vast results.

He shall save His people from their sins. In

spite of every obstacle the promise must be

accomplished. Sin once wholly had dominion

over us ; sin even now daily and hourly plagues

us ; but the day is at band, when we shall be

as sinless as our Head.
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Many things are possible, some things are

probable, but a few things are oertain, and

this is one of them. Every struggle with our

great adversary is the earnest of our final tri

umph : let this promise be our watch-word in

the time of danger, our support in the hour

of trial.

HENRY CRAIK.

To the Saints of Christ Jesus, at Bethesda and

Gideon.

October 9th, 1835.

Dear Brethren,

Every believer is familiar with the great prin

ciple of action laid down in the word of truth,

and especially expressed in the precept of the

apostle, " Do all to the glory of God." This

sentiment is very frequently in the lips of all

who profess to follow Christ ; and if we were

to judge from the frequency of its repetition,

we might conclude that it was well and univer

d4
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sally understood ; but the practical differences

that obviously exist among those who agree in

the use of the expression, prove that very con

trary meanings are attached to it by different

individuals.

I would, therefore, in lowly dependence

upon the guidance of the Spirit of truth, ad

dress to you, this afternoon, some remarks

tending, with the Divine blessing, to open up

(so far as I myself have been taught) the fol

lowing particulars, intimately connected with

the inspired precept to which we have already

referred.

I. The meaning of the phrase, " the glory

of God."

II. How the creatures are made subservient

to this great end.

III. The practical directions respecting the

heart and life, arising out of the consideration

of this Divine injunction.

The term ' glory' is sometimes used in

Scripture to denote a condition of temporal

dignity and worldly opulence. Thus in Gen.

xxxi. 1, we find the word applied to the wealth
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which Jacoh had gained during the period of

his sojourning with Laban : " Jacob hath

taken away all that was our father's, and of

that which was our father's hath he gotten all

this glory."

We find it also employed by Joseph to ex

press that state of external elevation, to which,

through the providence of his father's God, he

had attained in the land of Egypt. Gen. xlv. 13.

A similar application of the term we find in

the history of our Lord's temptation, when it is

said, "Satan shewed to Him all the kingdoms of

the world and the glory of them." Matt. iv. 8.

Thus the particular excellence of any object

may be called its glory : the glory of a flower

is its beauty ; the glory of a rich man is his

riches ; the glory of a great man is his power ;

and the" glory of a wise man is his wisdom.

When transferred from shadowy objects to rea

lities, and applied to Him who is the only foun

tain of all good, it denotes the excellency of

His nature, and attributes, and works ; and

especially that excellency revealedor manifested

by word or action. It is applied to that mira

d5
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culous symbol of the Divine presence, which

filled the tabernacle in the wilderness, and

subsequently the temple at Jerusalem ; but

the passage of Scripture which most explicitly

unfolds its meaning, is that in which is record

ed the manifestation of Jehovah to His servant

Moses. " I beseech Thee," says the man of God,

" shew me Thy glory." In answer to the cry of

His faithful worshipper, the Lord promised to

proclaim His name as descriptive of His cha

racter, and passed by before Moses, uttering

the gracious declaration ; " The Lord, the Lord

God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering,

abundant in goodness and truth, keeping

mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, trans

gression, and sin ; and that will by no means

clear the guilty ; visiting the iniquity of the fa

thers upon the children's children unto the third

and fourth generation." Exod. xxxiv. 6. By the

term glory, therefore, when referring to God, we

are to understand His essential attributes and

character, especially as displayed in the works

of creation, providence, and grace. It may serve .

to illustrate this definition, to consider that the
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glory of any human being consists in the dis

play of those parts of their conduct, which are

deemed worthy of admiration. Thus the false

glory of warriors and conquerors has ever been

sought to be promoted by the declaration and

celebration of their deeds of valour ; the glory

of the beneficent, by the record of their acts of

charity ; and the glory of men of science, by

the name they acquire for the discoveries which

they make. Those who desire to extend the

glory of such persons effect their object by

extending the knowledge of what has been ac

complished by the subjects of their admiration ;

and in proportion to the degree of manifesta

tion, is the amount of glory attained. So with

respect to the Divine character ; the glory in

itself is infinite, because it consists in the un

created excellency of infinite perfection ; but

the manifestation of the glory is increased or

diminished according to our knowledge or ig

norance of the attributes, and acts, and cha

racter, of the most High God. The essential

glory of Jehovah consists in His essential per

fections ; the manifested glory in the record

and revelation of them.
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II. We would next consider this glory as

the end of God in creation, providence, and

grace ; and how the creatures are made subser

vient thereto.

It is evident, that before the existence of any

created being, the essential attributes of the

Godhead were the same as they are now ; yet

there was no possibility of their display, just

because no creatures existed, before whom they

could be displayed. It is quite conceivable that

Jehovah might have continued to delight in

Himself alone, without putting forth any act

of creative power ; but it became His infinite

goodness to communicate and reveal itself, by

giving being to various ranks of intelligent

creatures. After He had created the angels,

He might have paused for ages longer before

He condescended to form the material world,

or to people it with inferior beings. But it

was His blessed will to increase the happiness

of the angels, by increasing their knowledge of

Himself; and therefore the command went

forth, the earth arose out of chaos, and the

morning stars sang together, and the sons of
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God shouted for joy at the new manifestation

of the Divine glory. Wisdom, and love, and

power, were magnified by their being put forth

into exercise. They continued to be more and

more illustrated in the works of providence, but

most fully were they exhibited in the scheme

of redemption. Every additional display which

Jehovah made of Himself served to bring into

view new attributes, as well as to reveal, with

greater clearness, those whichhadbeen already,

in some measure, made known. Thus love

dwells in God as in a fountain, and compas

sion is an eternal attribute of His being ; yet

the former was only partially discovered before

the fall, and for the latter, there was no oppor

tunity of exercise until sin had introduced

misery into the world.

The glory of the Divine attributes doth shine

brighter and brighter until the perfect day, and

a fuller and fuller disclosure of them may be

looked forward to in the kingdom of God.

They dwell as in a fountain in Jehovah ; they

streamed forth as a wide and rapidly increasing

river in the works of creation and preserving
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providence ; but they spread into a searchless

and unbounded ocean, in the displays of re

deeming grace. The happiness of immortal

creatures doth just consist in the enquiry into

the glory thus revealed, because in Him alone

is that perfect excellence which can satisfy the

desires of the soul. " Blessed are the pure in

heart, for they shall see God." The heart of

man, restless and unsatisfied in itself, longs

after something on which it can repose with

satisfaction and delight ; but in every other

object there is some imperfection inherent, and

thence arises the necessity of making the glory

of God, and the apprehension and diffusion of

His glory, at once our sweetest privilege and

highest obligation. As in the very nature of

things this is the best aim, it follows of neces

sity, that .towards this object all the designs of

God ultimately point. He desires and pur

poses the happiness of His people, but still in

order to the end of manifesting His own glory ;

neither can the two ends ever run contrary, as

long as the one is made the means towards

the accomplishment of the other.
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III. We come now briefly to notice some of

the practical directions arising out of the sub

ject thus understood.

(1.) If our only true enjoyment is to be

found in the knowledge of the glory of God,

this fact affords a new argument for highly

estimating that whereby this glory is revealed.

Now, although the heavens are telling the

glory of God, fallen man cannot hear the

sounds they utter ; and although the firmament

is displaying His handy work, sin has so blinded

our perceptions, that we cannot discern what is

unfolded to our view. Neither is it through

the creature primarily, that the Spirit of truth

communicates the knowledge ofGod to sinners.

When the Spirit works upon the mind of a

rebellious creature, He reveals the knowledge

of the glory of God only in the face of Jesus

Christ. Upon Him, then, the eye of faith is

to be fixed, in order to the clearer and fuller

apprehension of that which can alone satisfy

the soul. He is well acquainted with the for-

getfulness of our hearts, and therefore He hath

condescended to use a variety of expedients to
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aid our recollection of Him. If we eat our

daily food, we are reminded that He is the

bread of heaven : if we go out, or come in to

our dwellings, we are admonished of that com

fortable truth, " I am the door ; by Me, if

any man enter in, he shall go in and out and

find pasture." We cannot lift up our eyes to

the heavens, or feel the rays of the sun, without

perceiving an emblem of the Sun of righte

ousness. He hath encompassed us about with

memorials of Himself. He hath made this

earth one great repository of love—tokens to

keep up the remembrance of His worth con

tinually in our hearts. The light reminds us

of His doctrine, and the darkness faintly repre

sents the horror of His sufferings. He meets

us in every avenue of life ; He knocks at the

door of our hearts, that we may open our eyes

to gaze upon His beauty, and see there the re

velation of that glory which can alone produce

satisfying delight.

(2.) In order to carry out into our habitual

conduct the precept of the inspired apostle, it

is necessary that we cordially acquiesce in the
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design of God. As long as we adopt any other

end, we are pursuing vanity and lies. The

whole plan of providence moves on in confor

mity with this great object ; and the creatures

must, either willingly or unwillingly, subserve

its accomplishment.

We may subserve it willingly, and then we

move onward in peace and satisfaction, because

at every step we are tending to an increase of

happiness, and advancing in a course of unli

mited progress. We may subserve it unwil

lingly, and in the very opposition of our will,

we cherish the seeds and principles of misery.

If there be true happiness in sin, and disap

pointment and sorrow in feeding on ashes, and

delighting in vanity ; then, and then only, is

there abiding enjoyment to be found in a

course of opposition to the will of God. Those

who are willing and obedient, subserve the

glory of His grace; those who refuse and

rebel, subserve the glory of His justice.

(3.) Diligently cultivate the use of those

means which are fitted to increase our know

ledge of God. Peter declares that all things
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pertaining to life and godliness are given to us

" through the knowledge of Him who hath

called us ;" and the prayer of Paul for the Co-

lossians was, that they may increase in the

knowledge of God. The aim of the heart may

he right, and yet, through ignorance, great

mistakes may be made, in the way of seeking

its attainment. You cannot be fit for diffusing

abroad amongst others the glory ofGod, except

you yourselves have been made acquainted

with His character. Therefore, in all things,

in all your readings, meditations, prayers, in

tercourse with others, and acts of obedience in

outward conduct, aim more and more to be

discovering Him who is unsearchable, and more

clearly to be perceiving Him who is invisible ;

that knowing for yourself, you may in temper,

spirit, word, and action, be instrumental in

revealing that knowledge to your fellow-men.

Where God is utterly unknown, there moral

darkness reigns in all the horrors of spiritual

death ; where only a very few are acquainted

with His ways, the light diffused around them

is but as the twinkling of a distant star ; where
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multitudes have experienced the revelation of

His glory, the atmosphere in which they

breathe becomes radiant with spiritual illumi

nation ; and were every heart fully under the

influence of Divine knowledge, earth would

reflect back again from its regenerated bosom

the image of celestial blessedness.

(4.) Before engaging in any object, con

sider how it bears upon the great ultimate end

of all things. God hath given you mental

faculties, and you ought to employ them, but

see that they are employed about those objects

which tend to promote His glory. Pursuits

of a trifling character, and especially those

which require much expenditure of time and

labour, (as many mere worldly accomplish

ments do) are unworthy of an heir of heaven.

God hath given you affections, and these affec

tions ai e not to lie dormant, but see that they

are awake to objects becoming a pilgrim and

a stranger upon earth. He permits you to en

joy intercourse with your fellow-men, but see

that your speech be always with grace, sea

soned with salt. He commands you to work
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with your own hands, but see that a love of

wealth do not insinuate itself into your hearts

in the very act of lawful engagements. In fine,

labour to carry out into practice the knowledge

previously acquired. " Ifany man will do His

will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it

be of God." The mere doctrinalist shuts up

the avenue through which new communications

of Divine knowledge enter into the heart. In

vain, therefore, the selfish, the avaricious, the

proud, the ambitious, profess to seek the know

ledge of God. It is in the way of self-denial,

of lowliness, of dependence, that fresh revela

tions of Divine beauty meet the traveller in

his journey heavenward.

(5.) Consider the variety of ways in which

we may advance the Divine glory. Some to

whom God hath given strength and ability, are

called upon to glorify Him in direct exertion

for the diffusion of His truth ; others are laid

aside by weakness and infirmity, and called to

bring glory to His name by meek submission

to His dispensations. But no condition in life

excludes us from the privilege. In the govern
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ment of our own hearts—in the cultivation of

secret communion—in the silent prayer that

enters into the ear of Him who seeth in secret

—in the performance of our relative duties

with meek forbearance and long-suffering

kindness,—in the quiet discharge of domestic

duties, the husband, the wife, the master, the

servant, the parent, the child, all may, in their

measure, willingly and happily aid in the

diffusion of that glory, in the view of which

all the redeemed millions shall finally rejoice.

May the good Spirit open your hearts to the

reception of any truth herein contained ; gra

ciously hinder the reception of any error into

which, through human infirmity, I may have

fallen ; and smile upon my labour, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Your Brother and Servant,

HENRY CRAIK.

1.2
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To those of the Flock who are suffering from

infirmity andpain of body.

Lord's Day Evening, 11th October, 1835.

Deab Fellow-Saints,

It has been put into my heart to seek to hold

a little communion with you by letter, since I

have so long been prevented from freely con

versing with you under your afflictions.

I have nothing to tell you which you have

not probably already experienced, respecting

the end of our God in His fatherly chastise

ments ; but would rather incur the risk of

wearying you by the repetition of familiar

truths, than give to Satan the advantage of any

handle to make you think that I have forgotten

you. Yea, it may be, that I may speak of

things which I but faintly feel, and which you

yourselves far better understand. Still, the

object will be answered, that I may make you

acquainted with my thoughts towards you,

and bring myself to your remembrance.

It has pleased our Father to afflict some of

you very severely, and for a long period ;
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whereas, my afflictions have been compara

tively light. Still, both you and I have known

enough of inward and outward trials, to

prove the suitableness of those precious pro

mises, wherewith it is the design of our God

to make us more and more familiar, through

the instrumentality of suffering. If we had

never been taught to feel ourselves " poor and

needy," we should never have been able to

appropriate the words, " The Lord thinketh

upon me ;" and many passages of our Bibles

would have been unintelligible, had we been

unvisited by severity of affliction.

In order to understand the purposes of God

in our distresses, it is important to consider

our natural tendencies, and dispositions of

mind. One natural tendency in me, is to

neglect to cry to my God, or to do so in such

a cold heartless frame as hinders spiritual

enjoyment. Another tendency, is to forget the

satisfying worth of the Saviour. Another, is

to read the word of God in a careless un

thinking manner, as if it were the word of

man. Another, is to forget what great things

e3
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He hath done for me, and what greater things

He hath promised to do. Another, is to seek

after the esteem and admiration of my fellow-

men. Another, to be hard-hearted and in

different to the sorrows of others.

Now all these, and such like evils, are the

natural offspring of all our hearts ; and they

are kept down, more or less, in all the saints,

by the rod of chastisement. We pour out a

prayer when His afflicting hand is upon us.

We may not have strength to continue long

on our knees ; but the urgency of our condition

brings us under a constraining necessity to

pray ; and I can testify to the goodness of-my

Lord in this respect, that when neither fit for

reading nor meditation, nor converse with

others, through infirmity of frame, (and parti

cularly through pain in the head) He has again

and again enabled me to lie before Him, and

in some measure to experience that,

" Tho' my strength is but weakness, my weakness

is strength,

For my weakness to Jesus will lead ;

And when wearied in body and spirit, at length

In Him I find that all I need."
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When unfitted through affliction for carnal

enjoyment, we are likely to seek the more ear

nestly to realize something of that true comfort

which is to be found in Jesus and His word.

After all, (we begin to think) this was never

intended to be our rest, and therefore let us

elevate our hearts to the place where our Elder

Brother is interceding for us. If, in such a

season, the Spirit bear our thoughts beyond

the boundary of time, and fix them upon

Jesus, " God with us," the incarnate mystery,

—the bleeding love, the tender sympathy of

the Word made flesh ; such thoughts are fitted

to melt our hearts in love, and gratitude, and

self-abasement, and bear us onward to the day

of His appearing, when the ransomed mul

titude, amidst the terrors of the disobedient,

shall cause heaven and earth to echo with the

shout, " This is our God, we have waited for

Him."

How strange and seemingly abrupt, to the

carnal taste, is the first exhortation contained

in the Epistle of James : " Count it all joy

when ye fall into divers temptations ; " that is,

e4
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when deprived of wonted health ;—when lan

guishing in pain ;—when ill-treated hy those

we love ;—when overwhelmed with inward

conflict, and pressed down with gloomy anti

cipations of the future ;—when all these come

upon us, firmly to believe that over them all

we shall one day gain the victory, and out of

them all derive fresh matter for rejoicing,

though it be very hard, is neither contrary to

our enlightened reason, nor to our past ex

perience. In order to produce the desired

result, patience must have her perfect work ;

that is, we must not by fretfulness interrupt

the process whereby God is trying our faith.

If we are engaged about any object, and are

repeatedly interrupted in the doing it, we lose

our time, and have to begin the whole anew :

—so by impatience we lose, as it were, the

benefit already wrought in us, and retard the

full accomplishment of the blessing.

Often when I put on a menacing aspect to

my dear little boy, he comforts himself by

repeating the words, " Papa wont hurt him.

papa wont hurt his own darling." Now the
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illustration is a childish one ; still, it has not

been without its sweetness to my own heart,

and ifGod blesses it, it may bring some comfort

to yours. I reason thus : if my child has such

confidence in me, though, through ignorance

or frailty, I may err in my conduct towards him;

how much more ought I to have confidence

in Him, who chasteneth only for my real good,

and only that my true joy may abound more

and more ? The disciples could more easily

believe the love of Jesus towards them, than the

love of the Father ; and therefore to impress

the latter upon their hearts. He tells them, " I

saynot that I will pray the Father for you," {that

they had no doubt about,—they knew it very

wellalready) and adds, "for the Father Himself

loveth you," &c. So it is with us ; our hearts

are slow to believe the love of the Father in

our chastisements, and to receive them as tes

timonies of tender care : but experience helps

us more and more to discover, that although

many a frown may appear in His countenance,

compassion keeps an abiding residence in His

heart.

IS
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I am but a little child in all these things,

but having tasted of His goodness, I would

lisp to His praise. Begging from my fellow-

pilgrims the aid of their intercessions for

their brother in the kingdom and patience of

Jesus Christ :

Your Brother and Servant,

HENKY CRAIK.

To those of the Flock who are suffering from

bodily infirmity.

London, Wednesday, May 16, 1838.

Beloved in Chkist,

Having, through the good providence of our

Heavenly Father, a quiet opportunity for re

tired meditation; and hearing that word of

Jesus, " feed My lambs," sounding, as it were,

ever and anon within my heart, and conscious

to myself how feebly and partially I have

fulfilled this injunction ; I feel impelled to

attempt to do by letter, what I cannot do by
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personal intercourse. May it please Him from

whom cometh down every good and perfect

gift, to give me a word to your hearts ; and

Oh ! may He, by His own effectual working,

dispose your hearts to receive it in faith and

love. My mind hath lately much dwelt upon

" Confidence in God"—what it means—what

it leads to—and wherein it ultimately ter

minates. And surely this is a subject suited

for those who are tried by such infirmities as

the flesh ever kicketh against, and would seek

at any risk ever to escape from ; since the

proper remedy for the restlessness of the flesh

is to be found in the soothing efficacy of the

truth upon the renewed mind. To see God

as the object of our sure affiance under every

position,—to turn a deaf ear to the decisions

of our blinded understandings,—and to bend

our spiritual energies against the pleadings of

our unsatisfied wills ; such spiritual exercises

bring the soul into a state of calm and happy

acquiescence, if not of elevated enjoyment.

(If any soul among you gets one drop of

comfort through my labour, I beg of you that

you pay me back again in intercession.)
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Real confidence in God implies some true

knowledge of His character, and of the posi

tion in which we stand towards Him. Now

this can only be learned from that revelation

of Himself which He has given in the Scrip

tures.

There He has set forth Himself as willing to

accept and bless all who receive His testimony

concerning His Son ; and as actually the

God and Father of all who have received this

testimony. The first act of confidence in God,

to which every human being within hearing

of the gospel is invited, consists in believing

what we find in Scripture respecting Jesus of

Nazareth, as the promised Messiah, and the

Saviour of the world. A heartfelt faith in the

declarations of the New Testament respecting

the person, work, and offices of Christ, is the

scriptural evidence of our interest in all the

blessings of the new covenant. By this we

are introduced into an entirely new relation

towards God. He henceforth becomes our

God and our Father, and stands related to us

in the nearest and most intimate and enduring
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ties. He assumes to all believers the charac

ter of a Promiser ; a Witness ; a Guide : and

undertakes to manage all our concerns with

unerring wisdom and exhaustless love. Con

fidence in God, therefore, naturally leads us to

trust in all His promises ; to believe all His

testimonies ; to obey all His directions ; and

quietly to repose upon the wisdom of all His

dispensations. I do not mean that any disciple

of Christ ever did fully, and without any failure,

attain to this, or that in this present state of

being we shall ever arrive at it ; but the aim

and effort to do so constitutes at once the

obvious tendency of saving faith, and the grand

evidence that we are not self-deceivers.

Confidence in God, as having made unto

us " exceeding great a* d precious promises,"

is the natural source of spiritual joy. Without

this confidence we cannot rationally rejoice,

for joy has no other stable foundation. With

this full confidence, we must of necessity

rejoice, in some measure, although the various

evils of our present condition may greatly

impede our triumph. It is only in His pre
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sence that there is fulness of joy ; it is only

at His right hand that there are pleasures for

evermore. Yet did we more deeply realize,

and more practically and habitually reflect

upon the prospect before us, " the thoughts of

such amazing bliss" would tend greatly to

elevate our minds above the trials of our pil

grimage. He hath promised to every believer

in His dear Son, (unto every one who has

been made a partaker of that faith which

" purifieth the heart," " worketh by love,"

and "overcometh the world") such a con

dition of enjoyment as eye hath not seen, as

ear hath not heard, as neither the understand

ing hath apprehended, nor the heart expe

rienced, nor the imagination conceived. 1 Cor.

ii. 9.

Beloved fellow-pilgrims, the ear of man hath

heard many a pleasant melody. Sweet indeed

were the notes in which the heavenly host

announced to Bethlehem's shepherds the birth

of Immanuel; most delightful to Adam, before

the fall, were the utterances of God, finding

their passage through his willing ear to his
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sinless heart ; but of all that mortal ear ever

listened to, no utterance ever produced such a

thrill of joy as we shall experience if found at

the right hand of Jesus, and permitted to

appropriate the invitation to ourselves, " Come,

ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom

prepared for you from the foundation of the

world," Think over, then, all that you can

imagine fitted to produce true, solid, spiritual

enjoyment, and then remember that more than

all this is yours in sure reversion, and will be

yours in actual possession, " in the day of His

appearing."

The subject is very large, and I have only

entered upon it ; but if I remain away for any

length of time I hope to resume it. Accept

of this as a token of my kind remembrance.

Your Servant in Christ,

HENRY CRAIK.
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To an afflicted Sister in Christ.

Wednesday, June 5th, 1848.

Deab Sttefebing Sister,

I need not take up space by detailing how

frequently of late attacks of illness have brought

me so low, that I have been laid aside, not only

from active service, but quite as much from

writing. I refer to this, chiefly that you might

have some explanation of my long silence. I

trust that you are not suffering so as to be in

capable of reading, with interest, any words of

comfort which the Lord, in His rich mercy

and condescending grace, may give me, while

attempting, however feebly, to feed one of His

own, whom He has laid aside from the public

assemblies of His people.

I have this week been chiefly occupied with

Exod. xxv. 1, &c. Psalm xxvii. 4, " One

thing," &c. furnishes a suitable petition where

with to commence the perusal of this portion

of Scripture.

I have much to say on the verses 1—8, but
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I would for the present rather proceed at once

to consider the ark of the covenant as the

type of the Lord Jesus Christ. The term here

used for ark is entirely different from that

employed to designate the ark constructed by

Noah. The word used for Noah's ark is never

applied to anything else besides, except to the

ark in which Moses was exposed on the banks

of the Nile. (Exod. ii. 3.) The ark of gopher

wood, in which the eight persons were pre

served, and the ark of bulrushes, in which the

infant Moses was exposed, were, therefore,

probably similar in form. But the term used

in this chapter, and in all the corresponding

passages, was evidently descriptive of an or

dinary chest, and is so rendered in 2 Kings xii.

9, 10, and in the parallel passage in 2 Chron.

The only other passage in which I find it applied

to anything besides the sacred ark is in Gen. 1.

26, where it is translated " coffin." Such are

the facts relative to the occurrence of the word :

let us see what they may serve to illustrate.

The ark of the covenant was a chest, or,

as the word implies, " gathering place," or
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"repository." It was an article of furniture

used for laying up anything that was to be

lodged in safe keeping. And does not this

forcibly and sweetly remind us that " in Christ

it hath pleased the Father that all fulness

should dwell ;" and that " in Him are hid

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ?"

The rich ones of the earth have places of

security in which they lay up their treasures ; so

God hath put all treasure in Christ, and given

Him, thus filled to the brim with the wealth

of heaven, to such poor and needy ones as

we are.

Again, there is something that never, until

this morning, struck me, in the fact, that the

same term which is, as it were, consecrated to

the designation of the sacred ark, should be

employed as it is in the close of Genesis.

That precious portion of Holy Scripture

opens with the record of creation's birth, and

ends with the announcement of the fact, that

the dust of the patriarch Joseph was laid up in a

secure repository in Egypt, in an ark in

Egypt. Does not this remind us of the care
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of the Lord over the ashes of the sleeping

saints ? Does it not seem to say,

" They rest in Jesus, and are blest,

How soft their slumbers are i"

It was by faith that Joseph gave command

ment concerning his bones ; and soon, if the

re-appearing of the Lord prevent not, you and

I, and all our fellow-saints, shall be called to

yield up our spirits into the hands of our

covenant-keeping God, so that our flesh may

be consigned to the silence of the grave

until the morning of the resurrection. He

Himself will give commandment concerning

our bones. Jesus is not only the storehouse

whence all our need may be abundantly sup

plied ; He is also the place of safe keeping

for our slumbering dust. The bones of Joseph

were laid up in an ark in Egypt, but they were

not to remain in Egypt for ever. Our bones

may be laid in the soil of this land of bondage

and of toil ; but the heavenly Canaan and the

New Jerusalem shall be the scenes where our

glorified bodies shall expatiate in the felicities

of unhindered service,

p
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I can hardly describe, my dear sister, the

joyous feeling that came over me, when, while

alone this morning, (after being led to compare

with exactness the mode in which the term

here used was employed in 2 Kings xii. 9, 10,

and Gen. 1. 26,) there darted into my mind the

two-fold aspect in which these references pre

sented my Saviour before me. It reminded me

of the fulness and the security ; the boundless

treasures, and the inviolable safety, that are in

Him. It presented Him before me as a Saviour

for the living and the dead. It led me to

exclaim, "Will no place be considered holy

enough, and secure enough, and glorious

enough, for the dust of the redeemed, but the

very ark of the testimony ? That ark was so

holy, that it was death to touch it ; yet He,

of whom that ark was only the shadowy em

blem, tells us that the ashes of His people

find their resting-place in Him. " Them that

sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him."

The ark was formed of shittim wood : the

hard, sweet-smelling'acacia of the wilderness.

The tree from which the sacred chest was
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made had grown up and been nourished by the

rain and sunshine that sometimes cheered the

wastes of the desert ; so Jesus, as to His

humanity, grew up in the wilderness. He was

as a root out of a dry ground. He breathed

the same air, and was nourished by the same

food, by which mere creatures are sustained.

The winds of this desert world blew around

Him, and as the tender sapling gradually

grows to maturity of height and vigour,—so

Jesus advanced through the several stages of

infancy, childhood, and youth, to a state of

maturity in age and stature. The acacia wood

is said to have great power of resisting the

inroads of corruption and decay ; so the hu

manity of the Lord Jesus was free from the

slightest taint of moral evil, and His body

was preserved from all taint, even of external

corruption.

In its dimensions and general appearance

the sacred ark just resembled any other chest ;

so He whom it typified was, in all things,

made like unto His brethren ; yea, made in the

likeness of sinful flesh. But it was overlaid

f 2
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(rather, brightened, made shining*) with pure

gold, within and without. Does not this pure

gold speak to our hearts of Jesus ? Is the

King's daughter all glorious within ? and shall

* The Hebrew term here employed affords a very

striking illustration of the progress of Hebrew phi

lology. In the Kal it is used repeatedly in the sense

of looking at, watching, &e. See Isaiah xxi. 5.—Gen.

xxxi. 49.—Ps. lxvi. 7.—2Sam.xiii. 34.—Ps. xxxvii.

32.—Prov. xv. 3.—xxxi. 27, &c, &e. But, in Piel,

it is generally employed in the sense of overlaying,

as in the passage above referred to. The link be

tween these two different applications of the same

term was unknown to the earlier Hebraists. Their

efforts to explain the connexion furnish an instruc

tive illustration of the hazardous character of

conjectural etymology. The distinguished Forster

thus expresses himself: "This term denotes, ' To

open the eyesfully and on all sides, to look out' It has

also an opposite meaning,—' To overlay anything, so

as to hide itfrom view.' "

The above explanation tends greatly to obscure the

force and appropriateness of the term in question.

The true account of the matter commends itself to

every intelligent mind. In the Arabic the root is

used to express the ideaof " shining," " sending forth

rays of light." Having once obtained the ideal mean

ing, we shall find the link between the two different

applications very easily traced. From this root

having been used to express the emission of brightness,

it came to signify, " To dart bright glances,"—" To

look with intent gaze," and thence, causatively in

the Piel,—" To make to shine,"—" To overlay with

i3
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not the King's Son be much more internally

glorious ? It is not that it was to be overlaid

without and within, but within and without.

It is His inherent, internal excellence that

fitted Him to come forth and make manifest

the Father. During the old dispensation this

plates of bright metal,"—" To gild." Who would

overlay anything with gold, in order to hide it ? How

much more forcible the language, " Thou shalt make

it bright, within and without, with gold." I may just

add, by way of further illustration, that this account

of the term under consideration adds very much

force to the language employed, Prov. xv. 3, " Be

holding the evil and the good; " i. e. " Darting bright

glances on the evil and the good." It reminds one of

the description, given in the Apocalypse, of Him

whose eyes are as a flame of fire ; and brings before

us the animating and solemn truth, that, with

Jehovah, there is no darkness at all. His eye

kindles radiance wherever it lights, and that radiance

renders the thickest gloom brighter than noonday

before Him. I would desire to present this example

of the bearing of philological enquiry on the exact

interpretation of the Sacred Books before the minds

of those Christians who deem such exactness of little

moment, or who may be disposed to regard such in

vestigations as necessarily injurious to the spiritual

man. In reading the writings of some eminently

good men, one can sometimes trace a superficial way

of dealing with Scripture to the fact of their having

neglected the careful study of the words of inspi

ration.
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brightness was never manifested. The pure

gold shone in thick darkness ; now the dark

ness is past, and the true light shineth.

I have continued writing, until I am too

tired to go on.

Yours, beloved Sister,

in Him, our only Hope,

HENRY CRAIK.

1. P. SHERRINO, PRINTER, QUAY-STREET, BRISTOL.
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