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PROGRESS. 

GROWTH and progress are so evidently 
features which the Lord looks for in 
His called ones, that surely no argu­
ment is needed to convince us that 
they are necessary accompaniments of 
the Christian course and character. 

Without any experience of these it 
is difficult to conceive that true life 
oan be known in the soul; for it is 
impossible to be long at a stand-still. 

•We must either be progressing or re­
trograding. 

The call of God to His children 
13 
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reveals the counsels of His love, and 
therein is found the expression of His 
mind, as unfolded in Scripture, and the 
declaration of His object. 

A prominent and essential feature 
therein surely is 'progress, and I have 
been struck with this in meditating 
upon the "call of God" dispensation-
ally, if I may so characterise it. 

As the ages roll on, does not the 
revelation of God become more strik­
ing and impressive ? Does He not 
satisfy the hearts of His children with 
deeper and fuller unfoldings of His 
wonderful counsels, and lay bare to 
their adoring, enraptured gaze the 
untold depth and treasures of His 
love ? 

And it has seemed to me, in pon­
dering the subject, that a feature of 
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ever increasing prominence appears in 
His desire to bring us into yet closer 
and more endearing relationship with 
Himself. 

Thus among the patriarchs Abram 
is called to walk "before God" and be 
perfect, and he was called " the friend 
of God." 

But Enoch (type of the church as 
taken up to meet the Lord in the 
air) walks "with God" (communion), 
having this testimony,"that he pleased 
God." 

King Josiah is found " following 
[after] the Lord;" for he made a cove­
nant to " walk after the Lord," accord­
ing to Deut. xiii. 4 

Thus we have three phases of the 
Christian's course embraced in these 
three examples, viz. : 
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Abraham—Before God, as in His 
sight—Watchfulness. 

Josiah—After God, as a follower— 
Obedience. 

Enoch—With God, as a friend— 
Communion. 

To all these we are called in Christ, 
and much more, for we are called to 
walk " in Him." 

"As ye have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in Him." 

" Abide in me." 
And more wonderful still is His 

word to us: " If a man love me, he 
will keep my words; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him." 

His place was always in the bosom 
of the Father, and our place is to be 
in His bosom. There He would al-
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ways have us abiding ; and when in 
full communion with Him it is so 
with us, and we are His bosom 
friends. 

"Our life is hid with Christ in 
God." " God was in Christ," and in 
Him we meet God, and God meets 
us; so we and God meet in Christ. 

We are "partakers of the divine 
nature." We are not merely linked 
to Christ; we are part of Christ; 
"members of His body, of His flesh, 
and of His bones." Wondrous thought! 
How exalted our position, how blessed 
our portion, how unspeakable our pri­
vileges ! 

Thus we see there is a divine inti­
macy laid open to us here, to which 
the very heart of God has called us 
in the never failing fulness of His 
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love. Such Jan intimacy indeed as 
was never known to the Old Testa­
ment saints of any former dispensa­
tion, but is part of the mystery " now 
made known." 

To be in Christ, to dwell in Him 
and He in us, is more than being 
before Him, or following Him, or 
walking with Him. It is to lie on 
His bosom, to feed upon Him, to live 
by Him; and, so known, He is indeed 
the "chiefest among ten thousand," 
the " altogether lovely." 

The manifestation of love to the 
renewed and gracious soul, begets, in­
vites, provokes, a happy, ready, de­
lightful response in the heart. 
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" ALL THINGS ARE YOURS, AND YE ARE 

CHRIST'S AND CHRIST IS GOD'S." 

How instructive and beautiful it is 
to contemplate God and Christ as 
exhibiting the perfect and practical 
evidence of that truth, " Where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be 
also/' (Matt. vi. 21.) 

God's heart and His affections are 
centred in Christ, and ever were so. 
" I was by Him, as one brought up 
with Him: and I was daily His de­
light, rejoicing always before Him." 
(Prov. viii. 30.) "Thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world." 
(John xvii. 24.) 

Ever the object of God's love, He 
hath given Him all things; committed 
all to Him. He is His heir (Horn. 
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viii.); the object of all His counsels ; 
the subject of all His thoughts, plans, 
purposes. (Eph. i.) "His dear Son." 
(Col i. 13.) "My Moved Son." (Matt. 
xvii. 5.) 

This love is manifested in His care 
for Him during His course on earth; 
for " His hand follows His heart." 

When He was tempted of Satan in 
the wilderness He sent His angels to 
minister to Him. (Matt, iv.) So also 
in His agony in the garden. (Luke 
xxii.) He opens heaven to declare 
His delight in Him (Luke ix.), His 
approval of Him. (Matt, iii.) He opens 
heaven to welcome His return to Him. 
(Acts i.) And repeatedly in the pro­
phets this delight and approval are 
witnessed. (Isa. xlii. 1, &c.) 

* * * * 
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But iii the character, work, and 
ways of Jesus are brought home, to 
us, in a manner peculiarly calculated 
to touch our hearts, a most blessed 
illustration and example of His own 
word, " "Where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also." 

He sold all that He had and bought 
the field that contained His "trea­
sure." (Matt. xiii. 44.) 

To obtain that pearl of great price 
He sold all that He had, and bought 
it—the price His own blood. (Matt. 
xiii. 46.) 

He loved the church and gave Him­
self for it. (Eph. v. 25.) 

Greater love hath no man than this, 
that he lay down his life for his 
friends. (John xv. 13.) 

Though He was rich, yet for our 
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sakes He became poor. (2 Cor. viii. 
9.) 

And in His walk on earth how 
constantly the depth of this love is 
evinced ! Never a thought for Him­
self, but constant, thoughtful care for 
" His own!" 

Having loved " His own " . . . He 
loved them to the end. (John xiii. 1.) 

He would have them rest awhile. 
(Mark vL 31.) 

When betrayed, and about to suffer 
as a victim Himself, He sought to 
shield and spare them. " Let these 
go their way." (John xviii. 8.) And 
"their way" was to forsake Him and 
flee." 

As the hour of His suffering and 
departure drew near He was full of 
solicitude for them,administeringcom-
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fort to them, and sustaining them. 
They were not to let their hearts be 
troubled. He would not forget them. 
Where He was they should be also. 
He would Himself come for them. 
Meantime He would provide a Com­
forter for them. He would pray for 
them. Because He lived they should 
live also. The Comforter should bring 
all His words to their remembrance. 
His peace He would leave with them. 
(John xiv.) 

" Behold," says He, " I have graven 
thee upon the palms of my hands" 
(Is. xlix. 16), in speaking by the pro­
phet to Israel; and how full is the 
application of all this to " His own." 

The proof of love to Himself too 
enjoined upon Peter was " Feed my 
sheep." (John xxi, 17.) 
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And what was the last expression 
of His will? "Father, I will that 
they also, whom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am." (John xvii. 
24.) 

Oh, the wondrous love of Jesus! 
Who can fathom it ? How He showed 
where His "treasure" was and where 
His " heart" was alsb. 

* * * * 
And now where is our treasure? 

and where our hearts ? 
If this precious Christ be our trea­

sure, our hearts will be engaged with 
and for Him. If we be risen with 
Christ, we shall surely seek those 
things which are above.' (Col. iii. 1.) 

It was so with Levi when he " left 
all, rose up, and followed Him." (Luke 
v. 28.) 
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It was so with the disciples when 
they forsook all, and followed Him," 
(Luke v. 11.) 

I t was so with Peter when he wrote 
that Christ was "precious." (1 Peter 
ii. 7.) 

It wras so with John when he wrote, 
" We love Him, because He first loved 
us." (1 John iv. 19.) 

It was so with Paul when he counted 
all things " loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge" of Him. (Phil. iii. 8.) 

It- was so with Mary when she 
washed His feet with her tears, and 
wiped them with the hairs of her 
head. (Luke vii. 38.) 

It was so with Mary when she sat 
at His feet, and chose the "good 
part," the " one thing needful." (Luke 
x. 39-42.) 
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It was so with Mary when she took 
a pound of ointment, very costly, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus. (John xii. 

3.) 
It was- so with the poor widow 

when she cast her all—her two mites 
into the treasury. (Luke xxi. 2-4.) 

But how feeble are the best examples' 
of the heart being where the treasure 
is, compared with His ! 

I could almost say that one of the 
greatest griefs of Jesus was the want 
of receptivity (shall I call it ?) in His 
disciples. Where was their capacity 
to receive or appreciate His great love ? 
But then I remember his great pa­
tience with them, and how it ended 
in their deep love to Him. 
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L I N E S 

ON B E I N G SENT THE FOLLOWING T E X T I 

" And to know that I have loved thee." 

" To know that I have loved thee/' 
What rest is in that word ; 

The Christ of God hath loved me, 
My own, my gracious Lord ! 

And oh! most precious Jesus, 
If nothing else I know, 

To know that thou hast loved me 
Is all to me below. 

I know that things will perish 
"Which now divide my heart, 

From much I love and cherish 
I very soon must part; 

But, Lord, it seems to me 
All else I can forego, 

Now I know that thou hast loved me, 

All other lovos may go-

In short, my gracious Saviour, 
I t surely seems to me, 

The thought that thou hast loved mo 
Is just what sets me free ; 
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There is no higher good 
My soul desires to see, 

To know that thou hast loved me, 
Is all in all to me. 

Dear Sister, shall I send thee 
A message from above, 

In return for that thou sentest 
Of His surpassing love ? 

To know that He has loved us 
Is thine and mine to share; 

'Tis cure for every ill, 
And lifts above all care. 

To know that He hath loved us 
Is happiness indeed; 

And we know that we have loved Him 
Our happy souls who freed. 

"I'm going to my Father's home," 
Before He left, said He, 

" And would that where I am 
•' My loved ones dwell with me. 

" The loved ones thou didst give, 
" O Father, dear to me, 

" I 'd like them ever at my side, 
" And ever near to thee; 
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'• Without they saw my glory 
" I scarce should happy be, 

«' And I told them they should share 
" All thou hast given me. 

" They '11 know that I have loved them 
" When they see me face to face; 

" They'll know that I have loved them 
" AVhen there my wounds they trace; 

*' They'll know that I have loved them 
" When they behold thy Lamb ; [loved 

"They' l l never know how much they're 
" Till they're with me where I am." 

2Gth Januaryy 1871. 

FRAGMENT. 

As I meditate upon the Lord's 
grace and goodness, I think how He 
deals with me happily according to 
what He is, and not what I am. Es­
pecially, it strikes me, does this appear 
in the matter of restoration. 

Sensible as I am, and most hum-
c 
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blingly so, of constant failure, I have 
as constantly to seek restoration. 

Now the enemy would take occasion 
to argue against the grace of God 
from my repeated failures, and with 
abundant reason, were I to measure 
Him by myself, and expect to be 
treated as I treat Him. I might well 
be ashamed to come before Him so 
often with the same miserable story 
of my faithlessness. But it appears 
to me that He is ever seeking and 
desiring my restoration. In truth, 
this is emphatically His way. Even 
we are ever looking out for, and seek­
ing, the restoration of our backsliding 
children; how much more our own 
blessed Father. 

I t is so in nature, too. She only 
waits for the conditions for restoration 
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to rush in on a healing, restoring 
course. 

Moreover, I have an advocate, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, so I never ought 
to hesitate for a moment in seeking 
to recover lost ground. Kemember 
this, 0 my soul! and never let the 
enemy delay thy return, and mar thy 
approaches to the mercy seat by his 
subtle devices, so hindering thy re­
storation to peaceful relat ions; bu t 
turn at once without delay or hesita­
tion to Him whose love is never 
wearied, and whose longsuffering and 
compassions fail not. 

They comprehended Him not. (Jno. i. 5.) 
They knew Him not. (Jno. i. 10.) 
They received Him not. (Jno. i. n.) 
They believed Him not. (Jno. vii. 5.) 
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NOTES OF AN ADDRESS. 

What is so unpleasant as to be in 
the dark ? What is there people dis­
like so much, or are so much afraid 
of ? And what is the first thing every 
one does who is left in the dark? 
Why, he strikes a light. 

Now here is a world all dark. 
" The earth was without form and 
void, and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep." (Gen. i. 2.) 

And what is the first thing God 
did in such a state of things ? He 
struck a light! He said, " Let there 
be light: and there was light." He 
could not do anything till He had 
struck a light. That is very remark­
able, if you come to think of it. 

Now there is another kind of dark-
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ness in this world than that we read 
of in the first of Genesis—a darkness 
far more terrible—"the darkness of 
this world." (Eph. vi.) But here again 
God struck a light. He sent Jesus 
into the darkness. And of Him we 
read, " In Him was life; and the life 
was the light of men. And the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. That was the 
true light" (John i. 4, 5, 9.) 

And then, besides this, there is 
darkness in every individual soul 
that has not got Christ for its light, 
its life. And here again the first thing 
God does when that soul is brought to 
see its ruin, its darkness, is, so to say, 
to strike a light. He commands the 
light to shine out of darkness, to 
shine in that heart, to give it " the 
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light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 
(2 Cor. iv. 6.) 

Every man is by nature dark, dark, 
dark! 

How Jesus meets this darkness! 
He says, " I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life." (John viii. 12.) "While ye 
have light, believe in the light, that ye 
may be the children of light. I am 
come a light into the world, that who­
soever believeth in me should not 
abide in darkness." (John xii. 36, 46.) 

Some of you here work under­
ground. You know what it is to be 
in the dark. How would you like to 
have to work there in the dark— 
without a light ? 
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Darkness is a fearful thing. Jesus 
says in one of His parables, "Cast 
the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness, there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth." (Matt, xxv.) No­
thing to do in the dark—nothing, but 
to weep, and wail, and gnash his teeth. 
" Cast him into outer darkness'* 

What an awful thing it must be to 
be driven out of His presence. To 
have just seen the light in order to be 
shut out from it for ever! 

Now, how can you escape from this 
outer darkness ? 

It is the simplest thing in the 
world. Not one of you need go out 
of this room unsaved. The light is 
struck. God has sent down His Son. 

But here, in this very fact, lies your 
responsibility. " This is the condem-
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nation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, "because their deeds were 
evil." (John iii. 19.) 

You cannot keep Him, and light 
Him up when you please ! You can­
not make a convenience of God like 
that. I warn you most solemnly you 
cannot let Him drop, thinking just to 
take Him up when you like. If you 
try to do this, when the end of the 
journey comes you will want a light 
badly enough! 

HattatroW) 20 Nov., 1870. 

i Faith Matt. xi. 28. 
J Fellowship.. .Matt. xi. 29. 
1 Service Mark vi. 31. 
\ Glory Heb. iv. 9. 
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The more closely I seek to walk 
with God the more sensitive I become, 
the more alive, and the more intelli­
gent as to what grieves the Holy 
Spirit. 

Anything and everything that mara 
and hinders communion with the Lord 
must be removed, overcome, aban­
doned. 

Oh! how gracious He is, how pa­
tient, how forbearing, how long-suffer­
ing; ever ready ^to receive, restore, 
comfort and bless! To think that I 
should ever grieve Him! How sad, 
how affecting! Oh! for more true, 
determined, manly, Christlike purpose 
of heart, to please the Lord in all 
things, taking up the cross, denying 
self and following Him ! 
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MIDNIGHT MEDITATIONS. 

MY God! my God! and can it be 
Consistent with thy majesty 
That such a sight as this should meet mine eye P 
And thou have left on shameful cross to lie, 
In agonies untold on Calvary, 
Thy well belov'd, thine only Son, to die. 

* * * * * 
As "in His spotless soul's distress 

I now perceive my guiltiness," 
And also see th' amazing worth 
Of that great sacrifice His soul pour'd forth, 
Cannot my soul find rest and bliss 
In contemplating love like this? 
And in adoring gratitude unbend 
To hold communion with the sinner's Friend. 

Alas! how ready some to ask, why need He die? 
And echoing unbelief might answer, Why ? 
But, to the presence of a holy God, [blood ? 
How can a sinner entrance find but through Hia 
Such have not gauged His agony and woe, 
Such but too soon His sacred claims forego, 
Such have not learn'd to fathom His distress, 
Or plummet laid to their own guiltiness. 
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But, sinner! learn the essence of thy guilt 
Is found in this, that His pure blood was spilt, 
And spilt for thee, who now despis'st His death, 
Right in the face of God who knows its worth., 
And that same God will measure thee by Him, 
And shew thee in that day His thoughts of sin, 
And what He thinks of that same bitter cry, 
By leaving thee to gauge thy own deep agony! 

* * * * * 
But pause, my soul, essay not to draw near 
A scene like this except with holy fear, 
And tread with unshod feet this eacred ground 
As thou wouldst seek its awful depths to sound. 
'Tis meet with solemn awe and bated breath 
Thou contemplat'st that sacred form in death. 
Then shall thy feet a pathway tread untried, 
To vulture's eye and lion's whelp denied. 

29th January, 1871. 

FRAGMENT. 

How sweet are the endearing terms 
which the Lord Jesus deigns—nay, 
delights—to use in designating our 
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relationship with Himself, especially 
after His resurrection. 

In John xiii. 1 He calls us "His 
own." " Having loved His own which 
were in the world, He loved them 
unto the end." 

In John xv. 15 He calls us His 
" friends." " I have called you friends: 
for all things that I have heard of my 
Father I have made known unto you." 

In John xx. 17 He calls us His 
" brethren." " Go to my brethren, 
and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father and your Father; and to my 
God and your God." 

Then in John xxi. He calls His 
disciples His " children." " Children, 
have ye any meat ?" 

Beyond all this too, every endear­
ing thought is sought out, as it were, 
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and expressed in the glowing language 
of perfect love. 

" My love, my dove, my undefined." 
" My sister, my spouse." 

" A garden enclosed; a spring shut 
up; a fountain sealed." 

" Thou art all fair, my love; there 
is no spot in thee." 

The culminating — the most inti­
mate and endearing of all His chosen 
relationships with His people is 
reached in the titles of " bride" and 
"wife," conferred upon us who were 
"chosen in Him (and for Him) be­
fore the foundation of the world." 

" O Lord, Thy love's unbounded— 
So sweet, so full, so free ; 

My soul is all transported 
Whene'er I think on Thee!" 
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NOTES OF AN ADDRESS TO YOUNG 

BELIEVERS. 

There are two or three scriptures, 
beloved, to which I want to invite 
your attention. 

The first will be in 2 Cor. v.: "We 
are confident, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be pre­
sent with the Lord. Wherefore we 
labour, that, whether present or absent, 
we may be accepted of Him. For we 
must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. Knowing 
therefore the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men; but we are made mani­
fest unto God; and I trust also are 
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made manifest in your consciences. 
For we commend not ourselves again 
unto you, but give you occasion to 
glory on our behalf, that ye .may have 
somewhat to answer them which glory 
in appearance, and not in heart. For 
whether we be beside ourselves, it is 
to God: or whether we be sober, it 
is for your cause. For the love of 
Christ constraineth us ; because we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead: and that He died 
for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto Him which died for them, 
and rose again. Wherefore henceforth 
know we no man after the flesh: yea, 
though we have known Christ after 
the flesh, yet now henceforth know 
we Hiin no more. Therefore if any 
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man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new, and all 
things of God/' 

The next is 1 Cor. i. 9 : " God is 
faithful, by whom ye were called unto 
the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

Then in 1 Peter i.: " Gird up the 
loins of your mind, be sober, and hope 
to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ; as obedient children, 
not fashioning yourselves according 
to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
but as He which hath called you is 
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; because it is written, 
Be ye holy; for I am holy. And if 
ye call on the Father, who without 
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respect of pevsons judgeth according 
to every man's work, pass the time of 
your sojourning here in fear: foras­
much as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain con­
versation received by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot." 

And, lastly, the prophet Jeremiah 
has written (chapter xxix. 13), "Ye 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your 
heart:' 

The thought and concern of my 
heart in asking you together is very 
much expressed in these scriptures. 

Now Christ, in giving Himself for 
ns, had an object far beyond mere 

D 
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deliverance—far beyond mere salva­
tion. When I say " mere salvation/' 
I do not want to underrate salvation— 
the cross. We are on the resurrection 
side of it, never to lose sight of it. 
But there is a whole range of truth, 
apart from salvation, upon which I 
desire to dwell a little. 

" God has called us into the fellow­
ship of His Son." Here is the neces­
sity for holiness; and to be holy we 
must in the first place be consecrated. 
The consecrated vessels of the temple 
were always holy. However battered 
they were when carried away from 
the house of God into Babylon, yet 
we see that He always counted them 
to be holy. 

This " fellowship" also involves 
separation. We cannot enjoy intimacy 
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without being separated—: separated 
from all that which heretofore we 
have been. 

I desire to put these thoughts 
before you, having your future, as 
children of the living God, on my 
heart. And, oh ! it's overwhelming 
to look around, and see gathered into 
the assembly, and numbered among 
the saints, so many freshly called 
ones; and, as I look, I think, here the 
Lord's eye is looking upon you; and 
what does He find ? 

Painful it is to go up and down 
among the assemblies and see how 
little real fear of God prevails amongst 
those who constitute them; how little 
answering of loving hearts to the 
love that gave everything—that gave 
Himself for them. Our hearts may 

D 2 
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well be touched with such a love as 
this! 

I do not know whether it has ever 
struck you, but I have often thought 
of the importance of responding to 
the object of the Lord in our redemp­
tion. We should regard it from that 
point of view. 

We are saved. I address you all 
as those whose feet are upon the rock, 
who are delivered from the law. And 
there are very few Christians, mark 
you, who know they are delivered 
from the law. There are far more 
Christians in Eomans vii. than there 
are in Eomans viii. We cannot have 
fellowship with Him unless we know 
Him in grace; unless we are taught 
by the Spirit to know Him, and to cry, 
Abba, Father. 
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I would ask you to turn to the first 
Scripture I read, "All were dead, and 
He died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto them­
selves, but unto Him which died for 
them." 

Now here, beloved, we see the 
object of Christ in dying for us. The 
Lord Jesus did not die merely to save 
us from the consequences of sin. He 
wanted an object for His affections— 
a bride—an object on which to ex­
pend the love of His heart. And we 
are that object! Think of i t ! 

"Not henceforth live unto them­
selves!' Now that's the point. Are 
we living for ourselves ? 

The same truth comes out from 
other Scriptures. In Romans, for 
instance, the sixth chapter: "Our 
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old man is crucified with Him, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin." 
Another "henceforth." Then in 1st 
Peter ii.: "Who His own self bare 
our sins in His own body on the tree, 
that wTe, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness" And in the 
fourth chap,: " No longer should live 
the rest of his time in the flesh to 
the lusts of men, but to the xvill of 
God" And then we know that in 
Titus it is written: " He gave Himself 
for us, that He might redeem us from 
all iniquity." Grace is a very teaching 
thing. In Ephesians it is beautifully 
declared that w7e are to be "without 
blame" 

Now to respond to the object of 
God we must perceive that object, 
and not settle down to the selfish 
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thought that we are brought into the 
church only for our own happiness. 
It is a very painful thing that we 
should fail of the purpose of God; 
and so many fail utterly. They are 
like children, unruly, wayward chil­
dren, whose parents' hearts cannot 
give them up/ children all the same. 
Can it be possible ? Redeemed at 
such a cost, to be a trial and a grief 
to the Lord! 

How deep the incentive we have to 
live to God as we read again those 
sweet words in the epistle to the 
Corinthians: "He hath called us unto 
the fellowship of His Son." This is a 
wonderful thing! If the Queen were 
to call me into her palace, to make 
me at home there, to make me the 
companion and friend of her son, 
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what a great thing it would be con­
sidered. But how much more has 
not God done ? He has not only 
given us the position of sons, but the 
nature. " Behold what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons 
of God. Therefore the world knoweth 
us not." 

Have you thought of that, beloved ? 
*—the effect of being the children of 
God, that "the world knoweth us not?" 
Have you found that to be the result 
of coming in among what I trust is a 
despised people, as we brethren are ? 
Is it so ? Ah, we are not " strangers 
and pilgrims." 

When I was first converted I 
thought I could keep still to some of 
my worldly friends ? Oh, what a mis-
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take I made! How much it cost me! 
One of the most deadly weapons 
Satan can use is "evil communica­
tions." I retained the companionship 
of some such, and used sometimes to 
talk to them in a feeble way about 
"my Lord." "What! be friends of 
those who are not friends of my best 
Friend! 

The next worst thing is having 
companionship with mere professors. 
Those who " have a form of godliness, 
but deny the power thereof." From 
such we are told to "turn away" 

We are called to be holy. Holy 
association requires holy associates. 
"What fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness ? What com­
munion hath light with darkness ? 
What part hath he that believeth 
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with an unbeliever ?" No; " without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord." 
That is not standing. Of course I am 
aware that no holiness of our own 
will fit us for fellowship with God's 
dear Son ; but is a man to argue that 
because he is holy as God looks at 
him in His Son, he may therefore be 
unholy in his life and walk ? 

See what the apostle John says: 
" That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship with us : and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ. And 
these things write we unto you, that 
your joy may be full. This then is 
the message which we have heard of 
Him, and declare unto you, that God 
is light, and in Him is no darkness at 
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all. If we say that we have fellow­
ship with Him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie, and do not the truth: but if 
we walk in the light, as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth us from all sin." 
(1 John i. 3-7.) 

We shall find very little ground for 
looseness there. " Fellows " of His Son 
who have no "fellowship" with Him ? 

We cannot have fellowship with Him 
unless we are with Him in the light. 
We cannot drag Him into our sinful 
thoughts, into our looseness, into our 
worldliness, into our selfishness. "He 
that saith, I know Him, and keepeth 
not His commandments, is a liar, and 
the truth is not in Him. He that 
saith he abideth in Him, ought him-
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self also so to walk, even as He walked." 
God does not put anything not perfect 
before us ; He does not say, "Walk 
partly in the light and I will have 
fellowship with you." 

And then see how we are addressed 
in Hebrews: " Wherefore, holy breth­
ren, partakers of the heavenly call­
ing." We address each other as "dear 
brother/' "beloved brother;" but the 
Holy Ghost addresses us as "holy 
brother," " holy sister." Suppose when 
writing to you I addressed you as 
" holy sister," would you start ? Would 
you look a second time at the letter 
to make sure that it was meant for 
you? 

We cannot regard our God as any­
thing less than perfect; and He never 
requires of us anything less than 
perfect 
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It is not so much to reproach you, 
as to invite you to something higher 
that I am coming. "Ye shall seek 
me and find me, when ye shall search 
for me with all your heart" It is, if 
we seek Him with our whole heart. It 
is the whole heart seeking which is the 
crown of all, which alone will bring 
us into that blessed state. Prepare 
your liearts by faith to be not only 
'partly, but altogether wrhat your God 
would have you to be. We should 
have no reserves. And when we 
make it the settled purpose of our 
hearts to please Christ, He takes us 
for His bosom friends. There is no­
thing that is not open to our faith. 

Having before us the object of God, 
which surely we should not disappoint, 
and the character of the partnership, 
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the "fellowship/* to which we are 
called, and that holiness which it 
necessarily involves, let us consider 
whether we are prepared, whether we 
have counted the cost. Here it is we 
hesitate. Here we stop short. 

How are we to be what the Lord 
would have us to be ? Well, I only 
know of one way : an unqualified stir-
render of ourselves. The moment that 
the whole heart is laid upon the altar 
the step is taken. But so long as 
there is any hesitancy—any keeping 
back part of the price—we never can 
be in the blessed place to which we 
are called. And this is the weakness 
of the Christian: keeping bach It 
must be entire giving up ; entire con-
secration. Keeping back is the weak­
ness from which we suffer. It is far 
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easier to be wAo/e-hearted, than to be 
AaZ/'-hearted. 

Now, just for a moment or two, I 
would present you with the two fea­
tures, the inward and the outward, of 
which I conceive this entire conse­
cration, this whole-hearted walk with 
God, to consist. 

The inward consists in clearing our­
selves before the Lor'd. No guile, no 
deceit, that retiredness of heart, that 
inner life with Him, and Him alone, 
that is the place of strength, that 
gives power and liberty in prayer, 
that makes Him the castle at all 
times. It is this that makes the 
strength of the Christian. 

The outward comes from it, and 
may be shortly expressed in the words 
of Johu : " Whosoever is born of God 
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sinneth not; but he that is begotten 
of God watcluth himself, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not" 

The great secret of it all is summed 
up in those three words: " Abide in 
me! abide in me! abide in me!" 
That is the only way to be holy. 

And how much this would soon 
put an end to! Where there is the 
inner life there will be the outward 
life corresponding. It is very sorrow­
ful to see so many, sisters especially, 
carrying about with them so much 
of the ornaments and frippery of 
this vain world. "If ye love me, 
keep my commandments." You can 
go before the Lord and ask Him what 
will please Him; and if you ask Him 
you need not ask anybody else what 
you should wear. Alas! how some 
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of our sisters advertize themselves as 
walking with the world! Being at 
the Lord's table, and talking of His 
things, does not constitute a Christian ! 
How few Christians know God ! What 
do we read in the Proverbs ? " If thou 
wilt receive my words, and hide my 
commandments with thee; so that thou 
incline thine ear unto, wisdom, and 
apply thine heart to understanding; 
yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding ; 
if thou seekest her as silver, and sear chest 
for her as for hid treasures ; then shalt 
thou understand the fear of the Lord, 
and find the knowledge of God!* 

Now then, just for one moment, let 
me turn your attention to an instance 
of where there was whole-heartedness. 
In 2 Chron. xxix. 31 we read, " Now 

E 
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ye have consecrated yourselves to the 
Lord, come near, and bring sacrifices 
and thank-offerings into the house 
of the Lord. And the congregation. 
brought in sacrifices and thank-offer­
ings ; and as many as were of a free 
heart burnt offerings." That is very 
beautiful. First, you cannot "coine 
near/9 unless you "consecrate" your­
selves. He is content with nothing 
short of the heart. And secondly, we 
shall find that some brought the par­
tial thing—"sacrifices and thank-
offerings ;" the others, the whole thing 
—" burnt-offerings." Do you not think 
these were the more blessed ? 

Oh the misery of half-heartedness ! 
Oh that you may make that surren­
der—that whole burnt offering to 
Him ! He offered Himself wholly for 
you. 
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And is it not worth while ? Oh to 
be in the place of that one of old! 
She sat at His feet! His words were 
sweet to her taste ! one heart! one 
object! 

Toronto, 8th Nov., 1869. 

ul WILL COME AGAIN, AND RECEIVE YOU 
UNTO MYSELF." 

OH ! Saviour dear, most precious One, 
The life, the truth, the way, 

"When wilt thou come to take us home, 
To dwell with thee for aye ? 

This aching heart, my Saviour deaT, 
Is beating now for thee, 

Still longing for that blessed hour 
When I thy face shall see. 

Oh! then 'twill be our glorious lot 
To see thy majesty, 

And standing in thee, without spot, 
Thy happy bride to be. 

1871. 
E 2 
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FRAGMENT. 

Oh ! the importance of being faith­
ful in the " little!' for he that is faith­
ful in the little is faithful also in much. 
Oh, the happiness of "abiding" in 
Christ—being near to Him! Oh, the 
misery of distance and estrangement! 

The more intimate I become with 
Him, the more sensitive to anything 
that comes between Him and my 
soul, even to a hair's breadth. The 
finer the machinery, the more easily 
is it disturbed in its action: a single 
hair will suffice to obstruct the action 
of a watch. So the closer, and finer, 
and purer my relations with the Lord, 
the more intolerable is anything that 
can interfere with my enjoyment of 
those relations. 
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But, blessed be His name, He is 
ever ready to receive, to restore, to 
"heal," and to "lead." He is the 
one magnet of unfailing attraction to 
which His own ever turn—my own 
only " refuge and portion/' 

" Still sweet 'tis to discover, 
If clouds have dimm'd my sight, 

When pass'd, Eternal Lover, 
Towards me, as e'er, Thou'rt bright. 

" 0 guard my soul then, Jesus, 
Abiding still with Thee, 

And, if I wander, teach me 
Soon back to Thee to flee." 

John iv. 23, 24. Three things are 
necessary to acceptable worship. 

1. The divine nature, as the capa­
city. 

2. The Holy Spirit, as the power. 
3. The Word of God, as the rule. 
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INTRODUCTION TO A JOURNAL. 

IN opening this book I desire simply 
an opportunity of making a brief 
record from time to time of the Lord's 
dealings with me. It is my prayer 
that whatever may be written shall be 
for His glory and to the praise of 
His most blessed name who "loved 
me and gave Himself for me." May 
it never be, by any means, "an oc­
casion to the flesh." Looking at 
myself, I might well wonder how it 
ever could be, for surely I can from 
my heart say, "Behold I am vile/' 
whilst He is "altogether lovely." 
Whilst no place is too low for me, 
none is too high for Him. Truly I 
am nothing, "Christ is all." 

I might premise by asking myself 



66 INTRODUCTION TO A JOURNAL. 

what my intentions are in writing 
what may perhaps assume the form 
of a journal; but in truth I have no 
intentions, and desire to have none. 
As the book is at present a blank, so 
let my mind be a blank as to it, until 
it shall please the Lord to write some­
thing upon my heart which it may be 
profitable to record here. I would 
simply write from time to time, as I 
wish to live from day to day, under 
His divine guidance and loving care. 
Let me be watchful in the present, 
leaving the future to Him. 

I am sure I shall have much to tell 
of His faithfulness. I fear I shall 
have to make frequent acknowledg­
ments of my own faithlessness. Be 
that as it may, however, blessed be 
His holy name, I am in His hands, 
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under whose wings I have come to 
trust, and I will fear no evil, for " He 
is with me." Such as I am, I am by 
the Grace of God, and such as I hope 
to be, I hope from His grace alone. 
I believe " His grace is sufficient for 
me, for His strength is made perfect 
in weakness." 

August, 1869. 

LINES ON COWPERS HYMN, 
"Oh for a closer walk with God." 

IN Christ my walk is close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame; 

His light shines ever on the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 

Such was the blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord, 

Such is the soul-refreshing view 
Of Jesus and His word, 

That, all my hours in peace enjoyed, 
My soul is always still; 

I have no aching weary void 
To ask the world to fill. 
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His Spirit brings my happy soul 
Sweet messages of rest; 

The sins that once so made Him mourn, 
Are driven from my breast. 

The dearest idol I have known, 
What'er that idol be, 

Has now no place before His throne 
Whose love has shelter'd me. 

"With love ineffable I burn 
While lying on His breast, 

As, ever and anon, I turn 
To Him who gives me rest. 

By faith I dwell with Him above, 
His peace my soul possesses, 

As, in sweet intercourse of love, 
We interchange caresses. 

I cannot tell how much I owe, 
Dear Saviour, to thy love; 

This secret I shall never know, 
Until with thee above. 

Meanwhile, in closest walk with God, 
Power 'gainst sin and Satan, 

I find in thy most precious blood, 
And self-renunciation. 
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If dead to self, and dead to sin, 
I'm dead to Satan too, 

For without these to work upon, 
What is there he can do ? 

Battling with self in vain I tried: 
Self's death I'd need to see; 

Self laid aside, by thee supplied, 
Alone brings liberty. 

But when I had so seen thee, Lord, 
As self to cease to see, 

Resting in thee, keeping thy word, 
I sail on peacefully. 

Wouldst thou this secret know, my soul ? 
Wouldst thou this secret tell ? 

'Tis Christ's sweet substitute for self 
That makes all now go well. 

So that my walk is close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame, 

Pure is the light that marks my road, 
For that road t* the Lamb. 

\5th January, 1871. 

The true principle of reformation 
is not so much to pull down what is 
false as to build up what is true. 
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NOTES OF AN ADDRESS. 

I am going to read you a little 
story about Jesus. 

" One of the Pharisees desired Jesus 
that He would eat with him. And He 
went into the Pharisee's house, and sat 
down to meat. And, behold, a woman in 
the city, which was a sinner, when she 
knew that Jesus sat at meat in the 
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster 
box of ointment, and stood at His feet 
behind Him weeping, and began to 
wash His feet with tears, and did 
wipe them with the hairs of her head, 
and kissed His feet, and anointed 
them with the ointment. Now when 
the Pharisee which had bidden Him 
saw it, he spake within himself, say­
ing, This man, if He were a prophet, 
would have known who and what 
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manner of woman this is that touch-
eth Him; for she is a sinner. And 
Jesus, answering, said unto him, Simon, 
I have somewhat to say unto thee. 
And he saith, Master, say on. There 
was a certain creditor which had two 
debtors: the one owed five hundred 
pence, and the other fifty: and when 
they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave them both. Tell me, there­
fore, which of them will love him 
most? Simon answered and said, I 
suppose that he to whom he forgave 
most. And He said unto him, Thou 
hast rightly judged. And He turned 
to the woman, and said unto Simon, 
Seest thou this woman ? I entered 
into thine house, thou gavest me no 
water for my feet : but she hath 
washed my feet with tears, and wiped 
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them with the hairs of her head. 
Thou gavest me no kiss: but this 
woman, since the time I came in, 
hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My 
head with oil thou didst not anoint: 
but this woman hath anointed my feet 
with ointment. Wherefore I say unto 
thee, Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven; for she loved much: but 
to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loveth little. And He said unto her,. 
Thy sins are forgiven. And they that 
sat at meat with Him began to say 
within themselves, Who is this that 
forgiveth sins also ? And He said to 
the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; 
go in peace." (Luke vii. 36-50.) 

To think that the Son of God once 
trod this earth ! I t is not two thou­
sand years ago since He was on i t ! 
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The Pharisee, you see, invited Him 
to dine with him. The Pharisee was 
a man of authority among the Jews. 

It was the habit there for the door 
of the house to be left open, so that 
anyone might go in; and she, know­
ing that Jesus was there, and being 
full of love to Him, went in. 

There are four parties to the story, 
my friends. There is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the Pharisee with whom 
He dined, and those who sat at meat 
with him, and the poor woman. 

It must have been very lonely for 
the poor woman, for we know that 
the Pharisee had no sympathy with 
her, nor had those who sat at meat 
with him; but yet the poor sinner 
had the best of it. She was a stranger 
in that house: though the Pharisee 



6 4 NOTES OF AN ADDRESS. 

did not send her away, yet he spoke 
within himself about her. 

Now the Jews were very particular 
about touching any unclean thing: 
they were very particular about the 
outside, but they did not think any­
thing of the inside. And so the Pha­
risee said to himself, " Why here have 
I invited this man to my house, who 
is said to be a great prophet, and he 
doesn't know who this woman is who 
is touching him !" 

Poor Pharisee ! He did not know 
that he was a worse sinner himself! 

Ah! how beautiful it is to see a 
poor sinner come to a loving Saviour! 
Look at this woman ! Picture her 
coming to Jesus ! Her heart is ready 
to break! There is only One who can 
save her! There is only One who can 
help her! 
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She is a sinner! 
Do you know who can help you, 

sinner? Could not a magistrate now ? 
Could not the doctor \ Could not 
Parliament do something for you ? 
Could not the Queen ? 

Ah ! no. You are a sinner. 
How beautiful it is! See her be­

haviour ! She comes with a contrite 
spirit. She comes behind Him weep­
ing ! See how modest she is! She 
comes into this Pharisee's house— 
comes right in, and goes where ? 
Crawls up behind Jesus ! Ah ! beau­
tiful sight. The weeping woman and 
the loving Saviour! There's a picture! 
Think of i t! Ah! would that every 
poor sinner here were as she ! There 
would be a sure work then. 

How beautiful to see this poor sin-
F 
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ful woman drawing upon Him who 
had power to save her with a word! 
She takes the very lowest place. She 
uses her hair, the greatest ornament 
of a woman, not to deck herself, but 
to put it at the service of Him who 
was going to die for her. 

Ah ! what a case of love was that! 
And He did not rebuke her! He did not 
send her away ! He does not mention 
her sins, except to forgive them: and 
He does not mention how many they 
are, for they are forgiven. 

And now for the Pharisee. He gets 
as far away from Jesus as she gets 
near. Pride, ignorance, darkness, are 
the characteristics of this man. There 
is the light before him, but it is all 
dark to him. 

What a contrast to the poor, con-
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trite sinner is the Pharisee who 
goes up to pray, and says, "God, 
I thank thee that I am not as other 
men are." There is no room for pride 
when we come to know what poor, 
guilty sinners we are. 

What a wonderful thing this is ! 
We are all debtors. One, says the 
Lord, only owes fifty pence; another 
owes five hundred. The one is as 
badly off as the other. I may as 
well go to prison for five hundred 
pence as for fifty. Do you see what 
the Lord wants you to understand? 
It is not the quantity of your sins, 
but it is ivhether you can put them 
away. You may only owe fifty pence, 
but if you have nothing to pay ? 

" I have nothing to pay," says the 
man; " I cannot pay the fifty /" 

F 2 
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One is as bad as the other. 
Well, "when they had nothing to 

pay, He frankly forgave them both." 
He forgave the woman, and He for­
gave the Pharisee. 

Ah! it is not, Who is the greatest 
sinner here among us? It is, Who 
has the greatest sense of sin ? Let 
him see his sins in the light of the 
cross. Let him see the dreadful death 
that Blessed One died. Let him think 
of what He bore for him. Ah ! that's 
the way to see what sin is. Let me 
look at the cross. 

"Which will love Him most?" 
How is it that the Lord Jesus is 

loved by some, and despised by others? 
" He frankly forgave them both." 
How beautiful that is ! let me press 

it upon you. 
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" What! nothing to pay ? Nothing ? 
Then I will forgive you all. There is 
the receipt." 

That man, will he love Him ? Will 
he hate Him ? That is what God has 
done for you, sinner ! 

He not only does all that, but He 
does it so beautifully! The poor sinner 
comes to God. He looks up at the 
cross. He sees there that God's claims 
have been fully met. He comes in 
all his guilt, and his misery, and his 
ruin, and God frankly forgives him ! 
Why it is enough to break the heart, 
to draw out the tears, to unloose the 
hair, to bring one to the feet of Jesus ! 

Wilt thou believe He died for thee ? 
What more could He do, sinner, for 
thee ? and for thee not to believe 
it? 
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" I did all I could do, and thou dost 
not believe me!" 

That is the thing of all the sinner 
has done that is the worst. He has 
trampled under foot the Son of God. 
Oh, what a contrast to the simple, 
loving sinner! 

Pharisee! seest thou this woman ? 
Look at her thou art despising in thy 
heart. See how she is acting! 

In the East the custom is the first 
thing upon a stranger entering the 
house to offer him water to wash his 
own feet; and if you want to do him 
the highest honour you wash his feet 
yourself. 

Have you ever washed the feet of 
Jesus ? Do you know how to do it ? 
Oh! let the tears of contrition burst. 
forth, let your unbelief be scattered 
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and put away, let your tears flow out 
to Him, and offer Him a believing 
heart. That is the way to please Him. 

He did not kiss even His blessed 
lips! 

She had more kisses than she could 
give to His feet! 

Look at her! This poor, sinful 
woman, she has done all that she 
could, whilst thou hast stood by de­
spising her. 

What is the use of your churches 
and chapels ? One ounce of love is 
worth thousands of such'stuff as that. 

Oh, blessed, sinful woman! beloved, 
blessed, forgiven, embraced in the 
arms of a loving Saviour, and at rest 
for ever! 

The moment a sinner comes to the 
Saviour He puts away everything 
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that would hinder his being happy in 
His presence. 

We must come as poor guilty sin­
ners to the Saviour before we can 
walk with Him as saints. You never 
could put a single sin away by the 
holiest life that ever was. 

Oh, sweet word! Oh, precious, 
blessed word! He doesn't tell her 
that He had saved her. " Thy faith 
hath saved thee." Without faith it is 
impossible to be saved. 

And now what does He say to each 
one of you ? 

" Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." He will " in no wise cast 
out," whatever may be your need. 

And I tell you, by no thought of 
mine, that if you come with a true 
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heart, no matter what troubles you 
and burdens you, the answer to your 
faith will be, " Go in peace, peace, 
peace!" 

Paulton, 29th Nov., 1870. 

FRAGMENT. 

There is nothing suited to God or 
man but Christ. Everything offered 
to God outside Him is a " vain obla­
tion." It is worse than that, it is a 
positive abhorrence to Him. 

It is not only that in me " dwelleth 
no good thing." It is far worse with 
me than that. I have become loath­
some to my God ! Man has become 
utterly distasteful to Him; and is 
utterly rejected by Him root and 
branch. 
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The appointed sacrifices, designed 
to give access to Him, He has 
ceased to desire or take pleasure in; 
even the " solemn meeting" is abomi­
nation to Him. He cannot do either 
with me or my offerings. 

How important to understand this 
that we may humble ourselves, and 
learn the true way of approaching 
Him acceptably; for it is worse than 
useless to attempt to do so in a way 
distasteful to Him. 

And why is this ? Has man proved 
an entire failure ? He has indeed. 

At the outset surrounded Jjy every 
advantage, the object of God's love 
and care, and graced by His presence, 
he could not maintain his relations 
with God although required to do no­
thing to maintain them; and simply 
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enjoined, for his own good, not to do 
one thing, that thing he must needs 
do. The simplicity of the command, 
the very smallness of that denied him, 
makes his guilt the more apparent. 

Consequently unfit for the presence 
of a holy God, he is " driven out" of 
that presence, and God ceases to take 
any pleasure in him. Man waxes 
worse and worse, until he draws from 
his Creator the sad expression, " I t 
repented the Lord that He had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved Him 
at His heart." 

FRAGMENT. 

How as Christ becomes more and 
more the one object before the soul, 
the one and only centre of the heart's 
affections, all else wont to engage us 
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drops off, or finds its true level; and 
we learn to " count all things loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus our Lord." We estimate 
their true value when we "count them 
but clung that we may win Him," i.e., 
something, not only to he dispensed 
with, but gladly got rid of, if it come 
in the way of winning Him. 

How great the folly of being " dis­
quieted in vain !" After all "one thing-
is needful" The apostle was occu­
pied with that "one thing." He sought 
position, knowledge, power. These three 
things are what the world seeks, but 
in how different a way. He sought 
to be "found in Him" (Christ); to 
" know Him ;" and the "power" of His 
resurrection. " One thing" I do, says 
he, " forgetting those things which a»e 
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behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press to­
ward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

" PEACE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF 
HIS CROSS." 

0 Lamb of Calvary! 
My soul looks up to thee, 

For I am thine; 
Oh, give me to rejoice! 
Oh, let me hear thy voice! 
Be thou my happy choice, 

For thou art mine. 
Through many a year now lost, 
My weary heart was toss'd, 

I knew not thee; 
Without thee in the world, 
From rock to billow hurl'd, 
In empty pleasures whirl'd, 

Oh hapless me! 

But when my once sad heart, 
Did choose the better part, 

How chang'd the scene! 
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Ceased all corroding care, 
Hush'd all foreboding fear, 
Thy gracious word to hear, 

Thyself my theme! 
Low lying at thy feet, 
Like Mary now I greet 

Thy presence, Lord; 
As thy dear step draws near, 
Thy own sweet voice to hear, 
My happy soul to cheer, 

Oh my ador'd! 
2Gth January, 1871. 

WE ARE 

Predestinated according to His pur­
pose. (Eph. i. 11.) 

Chosen according to His will. (Ephes. 
i. 4, 5.) 

Called according to His purpose. 
(Rom. viii. 28; 2 Tim. i. 9.) 

Saved according to His mercy. 
(Titus iii. 5.) 

Forgiven according to His grace, 
(Eph. i. 7.) 
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EXTRACTS. 

THE earliest of the Lord's dealings with 
me, that my recollection furnishes, 
must have occurred when I was about 
five years old, and was in the form of 
a dream. 

The scene of my dream was the 
large dining-room we commonly oc­
cupied, and I was sitting on a stool 
between my father and mother, when 
Jesus quietly drew near and sat down 
in the midst of us. I can recall the 
very spot He occupied, and mine next 
to Him, on His right; my father 
sitting, I think, on His other side, 
next the fire in an arm chair, or it 
might have been my mother. It 
was, I think, a Lord's-day evening, 
and probably in winter, for we were 
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sitting round the fire, as already 
mentioned, and it was at dusk, shortly 
before the lamp was lit, and it was 
nearly time for me to go to bed. 

It was but a brief momentary visit, 
and I cannot remember much that 
occurred, but that little made a deep 
impression upon my heart; for He 
put His hand upon my head and 
spoke to me, and oh! He was so gentle 
and so loving. He seemed to draw 
me to His heart, and I felt so quiet 
and happy in His presence ; and I 
think He invited me to come unto 
Him and be His, and then before I 
could say a word the scene passed 
away, and He was gone. 

But He had "begun a good work 
in me." He had "drawn me with the 
cords of His love," and I never fully 
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lost the impressions made upon my 
heart by that early dream. 

This I regard as the first important 
period of my life, and one, to me, of 
the deepest interest; for therein, I 
apprehend, God first revealed and 
manifested Himself to me by Jesus 
Christ. This was what I apprehend 
to have been the period at about which 
I was, what may perhaps be called, 
quickened, for I believe the Lord, by 
His Spirit, was operating upon my 
young heart; and although they are 
the earliest divine impressions I can 
recall, they remain to this day among 
the most vivid and lasting. * * * 

Of school I have scarcely a 
single pleasant recollection, excepting 
perhaps two other boys and myself 
praying together in one bed, at the end 

G 
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of the long double room, in which near­
ly all the boys were packed at night. 
One of these boys was ; he died 
many years ago, I believe "in the 
Lord." It is pleasant to recall this 
scene as evidencing the continued 
loving care of the Lord in working 
upon my heart. 

From this school I was transferred 
to . I t will give an idea of the 
sort of oversight we were under to 
mention that on the very first day I 
was set to fight another boy a trifle 
bigger and older than myself, and, 
after continuing the battle until we 
had besmeared each other with blood, 
I came off victorious. Of this place 
likewise I regret to be obliged to 
acknowledge how little I can re­
member, either of it or myself, in 
anywise satisfactory. 
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My school days were anything but 
happy days, I fear, in any sense. . . . 
My health gave way through igno­
rance, neglect, and mismanagement, 
which brought them to an abrupt and 
unusually early termination, resulting 
in my removal home when only thir­
teen years of age. My health, however, 
continued indifferent, and I was sent 
by sea on a visit to the North of Eng­
land. The voyage should have taken 
three or four days, but we encountered 
fearful gales, and did not reach the 
port for eleven days. 

The suffering and danger I passed 
through in this most trying time, were 
used by the Lord to make an impres­
sion upon my heart. I well remember 
crying to Him in my distress, and 
many a resolution did I make to turn 

G 2 
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to Him with "purpose of heart" should 
He spare me from the peril that sur­
rounded me. But alas! I soon gave 
way to temptation, and fell into griev­
ous backsliding. 

Not long after this the death of a 
little baby sister affected me much, 
and was used, among other means, by 
my gracious, long-suffering God, to 
work upon my heart, and draw me to 
Himself. 

Oh! what efforts I made in those 
days to reform, to turn to the Lord, 
and " be good." 

My concern for my soul's salvation 
in youth and early manhood was very 
great. I can well recollect making 
one very earnest and remarkable 
prayer, which was to this effect, "that 
God would not let His hand .spare, 
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nor His eye pity, until He had ac­
complished in and for me all that 
was necessary for my deliverance, and 
His own purposes of love and grace." 
I believe this prayer was heard, and 
has been answered continuously ever 
since, and that my subsequent history 
exhibits the fact. 

At this period of my life I be­
came intimately acquainted with some 
whose example and influence had con­
siderable effect upon me. . . . All 
these dear ones are now at rest, but I 
can well remember their kindness and 
admonitions. There was, however, 
one thing lacking from all of them, 
and that was a clear discovery to me 
of the gospel of the grace of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. They were 
ever preaching to, and pressing upon, 
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me the work of the Holy Ghost in 
me, but never brought clearly before 
me the work of Christ for me; so 
that, whilst I was constantly harassed 
with miserable convictions of my own 
depravity and sinfulness, and my con­
stant struggles to overcome them, I 
had no one to lead me to the only true 
way of deliverance, and to "guide my 
feet into the way of peace" which I 
had " not known." 

August, 1869. 

1842. 

Our precious little sister was an 
object of fond endearment to us all. 
I loved her most tenderly, and miss 
her very, very much. 

She was remarkably quiet, gentle, 
and lovely. Many a time have I 
hushed her to sleep, and pressed her 
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ibiully to my bosom. Never, never 
again shall this pleasure be allotted 
to me, sweet sister! Thy meekness, 
thy quietness, and thy loveliness were 
ever calculated to excite in me the 
warmest attachment for thee. 

To see thee laid in thy last habita­
tion, to feel such a cold return to the 
warm kiss with which I saluted thee, 
gave me unutterable pain. To watch 
thy cold marble features, to know how 
softly, how gently death had drawn 
thee from us, and to see thee laid in 
thy damp grave, called forth grief 
indeed. Oh, Katherine! 

Our dear little sister to heaven is gone; 
Her sweet, gentle spirit has peacefully flown; 

Her course, it is finished ; her race, it is run ; 
Her joy is complete in her heavenly home. 

Happy, thrice happy, that little one now; 
Her spirit has left us, to heaven 'tis gone. 
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Sweet babe, her tears have ceased to flow; 
Jesus for her has the victory won. 

Sweet sister, the cold earth is now round about 
thee, 

Thy calm, placid features will ere long decay, 
The damp sods will sink closer, closer upon thee, 

Till nought will be left of the tenantless clay. 

Through Jesus our dear little sister is blessed, 
For ever revered be His most holy name! 

'Tis through Him that now she enjoys endless 
rest; 

Though great is our loss, eternal's her gain. 

1843. 

Our dear little brother, little more 
than a fortnight old, is very, very ill. 
He has become quite a poor sickly 
thing in this short time. We are 
afraid that he will die. 

* * * * * 
Last Tuesday we consigned my 

precious little brother to the silent 
grave. 
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He was surely a very sweet babe, 
and we soon learnt to love and cherish 
him. Then to see him suffer, to see 
him die, how it grieved us ! 

It seemed almost as if, having tasted 
of the things of this world, and find­
ing it impure, he had rejected it, and 
hastily quitted it. 

Again I have thought that it pleased 
God to place him here for a little as 
a type of the purity and innocence to 
which we must attain, even " as little 
babes," and that He had then taken 
him to Himself. 

This we know for our consolation, 
that our precious little brother has 
escaped from the evil to come, and, 
instead of a sojourn of trouble and 
trial in this world, has early gone to 
join the host of purified spirits in 
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heaven, and for ought we can tell 
has voice given him to unite in lisping 
the praises of Him who is all worthy, 
and enjoys in the presence of his 
Redeemer a world of never ending 
felicity. 

Blessed are these little ones, 
Being with Jesus! 

24th September, 1843. 

To-day is my birthday. This day 
I complete my 17th year, and enter 
upon my 18th. 

It well becomes me, on this day, to 
take a retrospect of the past and con­
sider the future; to reflect on the 
days gone by, how they have been 
spent, how I have passed the time, 
whether in doing that which is good 
or that which is evil. To consider 
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my thoughts, words, and deeds, 
whether they have tended to the 
glory of God and His kingdom, or to 
the enlargement of the kingdom of 
this world. 

In the contemplation of the past I 
find I have been rather retrograde 
than otherwise in the way I should 
go. I feel that I have need of divine 
grace. I feel the want of a Saviour, 
and I feel the need of His all-powerful 
and sustaining arm to lead me and 
keep me in the right way. 

My progress Zionward has been 
lamentably slow. I find myself, as it 
were, at the entrance of the road to 
happiness, but seem as if I could not 
enter and commence my journey 
there. 
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1844. 

Oh, that I may be preserved from 
sin! That I may be led more and 
more to see the exceeding sinfulness 
of sin ! That an abhorrence of it may 
be instilled into my heart! 

Oh, that I were a child of Jesus! 
That I might be received into His 
flock, and be led and guided by Him ! 
That I might live and act under the 
influence of His Holy Spirit, aud 
abide under the shadow of His wing 
for ever! 

1844. 

The more I see of the world the 
less cause do I find to love i t ; the 
more then ought I to endeavour to be 
estranged from it. But so pleasing, 
and so inviting are things here below 
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that it is difficult indeed to withdraw 
my heart from them, to set my affec­
tions upon higher, nobler, and better 
things, to lay up for myself treasure 
in heaven, and forsake the world, its 
honours, pleasures, and various endear­
ments. 

Would that my heart were more 
devoted to my Creator! That my 
thoughts were purer and more holy! 
That my hopes were in Jesus ! That 
my joys were holy joys! That my 
trust was in the Lord, and my 
ambition an aspiring to immortal 
glory ! 

Oh that my footsteps were led and 
guided by my Saviour; that my heart 
was given up to Him; that I were 
among His devoted followers, one of 
the sheep of His pasture ! 



94 EXTRACTS. 

24 th September, 1844. 

My birthday. Oh, how swiftly has 
time flown ! It seems but a very little 
time since I recorded the date of my 
last, and, behold, another birthday is 
here! 

It will not take long to enumerate 
the summers that have passed over 
my head, or to count the days which 
have been allotted to me; but to esti­
mate the goodness, love, and mercy 
which have been bestowed upon me 
by my heavenly Father would indeed 
be impossible. And, oh! how have 
I returned His kindness ? How have 
I requited His love ? Have I been 
grateful for His mercies ? Have I 
shown by my daily walk in life that 
I was an object of the love, mercy, 
and compassion of a gracious Saviour? 
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Ah, no! Of the weight of sin which 
I have committed, of my ingratitude 
in clinging to the things of this world, 
and of my utter unworthiness, the 
Lord alone knows. 

Oh! may He be pleased in His 
infinite love and mercy to pardon my 
many backslidings and shortcomings, 
and for Jesus' sake to lead me to 
Himself, to grant me fresh strength 
to resist temptation, and ability to 
walk before Him in the straight and 
narrow path which leadeth unto life. 

1845. 

Oh! Thou who didst utter the still 
small voice, speak peace into the ear 
of Thy poor frail child, seeing that I 
feel my need of Thee, and my inability 
of myself to do a single good thing. 
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For Jesus' sake redeem me from the 
spirit of this vain, deceitful world; 
for oh 3 Father, I feel that its allure­
ments have too great a hold upon my 
affections—arise for my deliverance— 
suffer me not to wander very far from 
Thee, but ever restore me, kind and 
compassionate Lord. 

Oh ! make me to know and feel 
that I am poor, and miserable, and 
empty, and tender my spirit, and sub­
due my proud heart 

How prone I am to wander away 
from Thee! I beseech Thee that Thou 
wouldst restrain me, and reprove me, 
and encircle me with the arm of Thy 
power, so that I might ever be kept 
within reach, as it were, of the hem 
of Thy garment. 
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24th September, 1845. 

My youth is rapidly passing away, 
and I am advancing with rapid strides 
into manhood. And not only so, but 
am I not fast advancing towards 
eternity, and gradually, yea quickly, 
filling up the measure of my days ? 
Do I know mine end ? Am I apply­
ing my heart unto wisdom ? Ah I I 
fear not! 

These are important considerations, 
and, in recording another birthday, I 
have wished that I could look back 
with more satisfaction upon the oc­
currences of the past year. But, in 
appealing to the unflattering witness 
in my own heart, I can only with 
shame and sorrow acknowledge my 
many deficiencies. Ever prone to 
wander, I have forgotten my Saviour, 

H 
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and grieved the good Spirit of my 
Kedeemer. 

Oh that my heart were right in 
His sight, who is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity! Oh that He 
would lay His sacred hand upon my 
head, contrite my heart, teach me His 
own ways, and lead me in His own 
paths! for then should I indeed be 
taught of the Lord, and led by the 
hand of my God. 

29th January, 1846. 
" Surely God is good to Israel, even 

to such as are of a clean heart." But 
I am not of a clean heart, for my 
heart is " deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked/' Yet God 
is good to me, and unspeakably kind 
and longsuffering, otherwise I had long 
since been cast nlf by Iliin. Poor, 
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degenerate, and fallen creature that I 
am, He still cares for me who spake 
the parable of the prodigal son, and 
is ready to receive me if I will return 
to Him. 

But how shall I return unto Him ? 
The poor prodigal returned not of him­
self. The Lord softened his heart, 
showed him the evil and folly of his 
ways, and led him to return. Will 
He do so for me ? Yes ! He has often 
done it, but I have slighted His mercy; 
I have hardened my heart; I have, in 
effect, refused His gracious offers, and 
still feed on the husks which the swine 
do eat. 

Oh wretched man that I am ! who 
shall show me any good ? To whom 
shall I go ? What shall I do to be 
saved I 
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June 14th, 1846. 

I have need of Thee, gracious 
Father; I am sensible of my own 
weakness and infirmities,and earnestly 
desire that Thou wouldst do some­
thing for me. Thou alone knowest 
my many trials, my bodily weakness, 
and my spiritual failings, and Thou 
alone canst help me, for Thou art my 
only true friend. 

Oh! withdraw my affections from 
earthly things, and mar the delights 
of this world in my view, that all the 
desires of my heart may be com­
pletely centered in Thyself. 

Fern Lodge, Hampstead Heath, 
6th June, 1865. 

MY DEAR , I have duly received 
both your welcome and interesting 
notes, for which I thank yon, and I 
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should earlier have answered the first 
one, but that I wished to be in a 
position to give you fuller informa­
tion about my movements. 

I am sorry to have nothing cheer­
ing to report of myself. I am advised 
by two physicians, who know my 
constitution well, that nothing but an 
entire change of scene and cir­
cumstances for a lengthened period 
will avail for my restoration. They 
urge a long voyage, say to New 
Zealand or Australia, with twelve or 
eighteen months' absence. I shrink 
much from this, but see at present no 
escape from it, although 1 cannot 
quite decide what to do. 

It is indeed most blessed, under 
circumstances of heavy trial and 
depression, to be able to rest calmly, 
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as it were, on the bosom of our Lord, 
who knows the end from the begin-
ing, and sympathizes with and cares 
for us. But, whilst knowing all this, 
when there is so much physically to 
weigh us down it is not easy to exercise 
steady, persistent faith in our faithful 
God. Nevertheless, by His grace, I 
desire and determine to say, " Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 
He has shut us in to Himself as it 
were, for we have no other resort that 
can effectually meet our need. 

I have been down to , mixing 
with the poor, which I found refresh­
ing spiritually. In one's own need 
and trial it does one good to con­
template scenes of sorrow and trial 
greater than our own, and we need 
not go far to look for these. Oh ! for 
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a more thankful, humble, and patient 
spirit! 

I look back with much pleasure to 
our late intercourse, which makes me 
long for more, although no way thereto 
seems likely to open. I do not think 
I shall go to America; the voyage 
would not be sufficient. I lfave not 
seen Dr. lately; I believe doctors 
can do nothing for me, 

I should like much to write to you 
more fully, but I am not equal to it. 
I thank you for your prayers, and 
crave a continued interest in them. 

I remain, with much Christian love, 
yours in Him " who doeth all things 
well." 

Riflclborg Hotel, above Zermatfc, 
25th August, 1865. 

MY PEAK , I have carried about 
with me during my travels your last 
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kind and interesting letter, intending 
to answer it so soon as ability and 
opportunity were afforded. Although 
very unequal to the task I contrived 
to send a few lines in acknowledgment 
of the very acceptable and valuable 
note from before leaving home, 
and I had intended up to the last to 
have written to you ; but I gradually 
sank lower and lower in health until 
I was literally driven abroad. My 
first destination was Kissingen, where 
I spent nearly a month imbibing the 
waters. I think they did me some 
good, but not much; they did not 
relieve my head, where lies my chief 
difficulty. 

In this place there are two Christian 
friends with me, which makes it very 
pleasant, as we enjoy frequent inter-
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course in divine things, although pain­
fully sensible of a low state therein. 
This I have found but too often the 
case in travel, which presents its 
peculiar temptations. Away from the 
helpful associations that generally 
surround the Lord's people in home 
life, and frequently in the midst of 
company in which He appears to be 
forgotten, or is, at least, not acknow­
ledged, it requires constant vigilance, 
watchfulness, and a prayerful spirit to 
keep in lively exercise those blessed 
relations which He has given us with 
Himself. 

I was reading the first of 2nd Peter 
this morning, and its practical exhorta­
tions served to remind me of those 
things in our walk which are so im­
portant to be maintained in healthy 
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exercise and cultivation, if we would 
sensibly enjoy, and profit by, the 
many sweet and precious promises we 
have in our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Oh for more thorough faith 
and confidence in these promises ! 
How we should go rejoicing on our 
way! What grace, love, and power 
we should revel in! I believe all our 
weakness springs from want of faith. 
In fact, everything retrograde filters 
down to unbelief, and we return to 
the beginning of the mischief, and the 
entrance of the poison, "Yea, hath 
God said ?"—We shall find this to be 
the case with all who get away from 
God, or whose rejection of Christ 
becomes chronic, confirmed, and fatal; 
they are confirmed in unbelief, their 
natural refuge. 
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Quite the opposite of all this is the 
happy experience of those who believe 
"what God hath said/' and lay hold 
of the promises through faith. They 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
It is for this I long, more of this ! 
Less of my wretched, guilty self, and 
more of my precious, faithful, loving 
Lord. I have felt so dreadfully good-
for-nothing in mind and body on this 
journey, that I seem at times only 
able to realize one good thing, and 
that is that the Lord " will not leave 
me nor forsake me." 

I trust that all is well with you 
and yours. I hope to pay you a visit 
before the end of the year, if the 
Lord grant me the privilege. I rather 
expect to return home in the middle 
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of October, but whether I shall be able 
to settle at home will depend upon 
my health. I shall be glad indeed to 
hear from you if you can spare me a 
letter. Excuse the imperfections of 
these few lines, which are no answer 
to yours, which I have left in my 
portmanteau at La Comballaz. 

AVith very kind remembrances to 
you all, believe me affectionately and 
sincerely yours. 

Hotel du Bel Alp, Sur Brieg, 
6th Sept., 1865. 

MY DEAR , I wrote you a few 
lines from Zermatt, on the Eiffel, 
which 1 trust duly reached you. If 
I could think they had not I should 
be very uncomfortable, for I perceive 
that three weeks have already elapsed 



EXTRACTS. 109 

since the date of your truly welcome 
and most kind letter of the 17th ult., 
which I found awaiting my arrival at 
La Comballaz. You would doubtless 
observe that I had not received it 
when I wrote. 

I must tell you that nothing but 
inability to do so has prevented me 
from writing to you long before I did 
and do now. It is not merely, as you 
remark, that it is not good for me to 
write letters, but that I have so little 
capacity to do so. I t so tryingly and 
injuriously affects my head, which 
appears to be the chief seat of my 
physical troubles, that, whilst often 
longing to wTrite, I am constrained 
very much to refrain from doing so. 
This is no small deprivation to me, 
as it necessarily limits my enjoyment 
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of the only mode of intercourse with 
my Christian friends, from whose 
society I am at present debarred. 

I am so sorry you were deterred 
from sending what you had written. 
What a pity! Surely there should 
be no needless reserves between the 
members of the Lord's family, to 
which, through His marvellous grace 
and mercy, we belong. However, 
blessed be His name, He would not 
suffer you long to bury an impulse of 
Christian love, but has constrained 
you to minister to me of that which, 
I cannot doubt, He gave you for me, 
For what has been laid upon your 
heart, and expressed in your letter, 
corresponds but too fully to my ex­
perience. 

There is, indeed, much to try my 
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faith, and weigh down my spirits, 
under present circumstances, and this 
the enemy of my soul knows full 
well. But the Lord knows it too, and 
I hasten to record His love and faith­
fulness, which have been often dis­
played when I have felt least to 
deserve them. Only this morning I 
was so affected, whilst reading a pas­
sage in the life of one of the patri­
archs, that I was obliged to cease 
reading that portion of Scripture, cast 
myself on my knees, and give vent 
to my feelings in prayer. This tender­
ness of spirit may arise in measure 
from a low physical condition, but it 
is not the first of such experiences 
with me in reading that word which 
is u quick and powerful." 

1 thank God that He has laid me 
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upon your heart in prayer. May He 
continue to do so. Ask for me entire 
acquiescence in His will; a deep, 
earnest, loving, whole-hearted desire 
to please Him; a willingness to be 
nothing until He makes me some­
thing, and to do nothing that He does 
not require. I lack patience in abiding 
His time. I suffer from discourage­
ment in looking back upon five years 
of ill health, and no apparent pros­
pect of restoration. I am tempted to 
look forward to a useless life, and to 
dread the prospect. I have known so 
many trials and sorrows in my time 
that I shrink from more. I mtist cling 
to Christ; 1 do cling to Him. I deeply 
need His guiding hand, His loving 
heart. I want to be thoroughly cured 
of the world, and enabled to confess 
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my Lord everywhere, in every way, 
and at all times. But I am constantly 
failing, my whole life has been a suc­
cession of failures, and now I am 
compassed about with infirmity of 
body and mind. And all the while I 
know I deserve it all, and that every 
stroke of His hand had been far 
heavier had He consulted my deserts 
instead of His own love, mercy, and 
compassion. 

I do feel very anxious at times to 
know the meaning of all this chasten­
ing, to learn my Lord's mind and will. 
Can your experience throw any light 
upon my path ? It is sometimes given 
to us to help one another. I confess 
I am often much perplexed about my 
future path, should any measure of 
renewed health be granted me. I 

i 
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recognize the importance of living a 
day at a time; but I want to learn 
the designed lessons of experience, 
and how far I may have missed my 
way heretofore. Who knows how 
many repeated chastisements I may 
have brought upon myself by failing 
to profit by those already inflicted? 
There must be some place of useful­
ness open even for me, if it be only 
to keep a door somewhere in the 
Lord's house. I think I have realized 
more than ever lately my own unpro­
fitableness and unworthiness; but I 
know the Lord chooses "base things/' 
that the power may be of Him and 
not of us. 

I am ashamed to write so much 
about myself, and should not do so 
but that you expressly invite my con-
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fklence, and wish me to tell you how 
I am in body and soul. 

With respect to my health I am 
sorry to have little of an encouraging 
nature to report. I cannot get the 
better of my nervous affection, espe­
cially the nerves of the head. If I 
mend ever so little, I think of remain­
ing abroad until the end of October, 
and then quietly returning home. 

I unite cordially in all you say 
about Christian intercourse, and what 
we ought to be, and might be, to each 
other. Mine is indeed a lonely path 
just now, but I have happy times with 
the Lord, and have no disposition to 
"choose my own path." 

There are many sweet and precious 
thoughts in your letters to which I 
cannot now refer. May the Lord bless, 

i 2 
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keep, and guide you and yours. Re­
member me very kindly to all, and 
believe rne affectionately and sincerely 
your brother in the free grace of 
Christ. 

Glion, Sur Montroux, 
14th October, 1865. 

MY DEAR , Your last welcome 
letter duly reached me yesterday even­
ing. Mine of the 8th ult, appears to 
have crossed yours of the 5th, in 
which you dwell upon the precious 
promise, " I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee:" peculiarly precious 
indeed in times of trial and physi­
cal weakness, when we feel ourselves 
stripped of all good, and all human 
aid seems to be unavailing indeed. 

I have been absent for nearly three 
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weeks, making the tours of Mont Blanc 
and Monte Rosa, in company, for the 
most part, with parties joined on the 
road. These people I found very un­
congenial in everything except the 
things of this life, and even in them 
not much otherwise. The absence of 
the fear of God, knowledge of Him, 
His ways, and His love, is a most 
painful and striking feature among 
the tourists I generally meet, of whom 
it may, I fear, be too often said that 
they are lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God." I was not long with 
those I had joined before I felt the 
force of the apostolic admonition, 
" from such turn away." * * * 

I am debarred Irorn reading or the 
study of the Scriptures, and all that 
brings into active exercise the brain. 
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Sometimes I am better than at others, 
but this is my general condition; and 
the worst feature in which it results 
is depression and unfitness to meet, 
or contend with, any difficulty. No 
medical man as yet seems to me to 
have grasped or understood the case, 
and none but the "great Physician" 
can availingly help me, I believe. To 
Him I look, and desire patiently to 
wait His good time. Doubtless He 
has some good end and purpose in 
view which is for the present hid from 
me, and, as you appropriately suggest, 
" What I know not now I shall know 
hereafter." My apprehension is that 
it is His will to 'school and discipline 
me, and wean me from earth and 
earthly ^things; to mortify, correct, 
and subject all my evil tempers and 
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vain imaginations, and to work His 
own blessed will and purpose in me. 
Even so, Amen ! I trust I may be 
found willing in the day of His power. 
Certainly the glory will be all His 
own, if He ever make use of such a 
vile worm as I. 

Through it all, however, I trust I 
am not a stranger to rejoicing in 
Christ Jesus. I have my times of 
sweet spiritual joy of which the enemy 
is not able to rob me; that joy which 
"no man taketh from us," no, nor 
Devil either. 

Last week, in a lonely walk, I en­
joyed an instructive meditation upon 
the armour of God (Eph. vi.) and felt 
how important it was to the Christian 
soldier. More particularly was I struck 
with the exhortation " above all" to 



X20 EXTRACTS. 

take " the shield of faith wherewith 
we shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one." I 
have enjoyed much meditation, during 
my last little tour, upon the Lord's 
prayer (Jno. xvii). How rich, how 
varied, how full, how blessed is the 
precious word of God! It is upon 
that I take my stand, either in life or 
death. And it is all about Christ. 
" In the volume of the book it is 
written of Me" He glorified His 
Father on the earth, He finished the 
work that He gave Him to do. 

I have much prized and enjoyed a 
nice long letter from our brother in 
the Lord, dear . How kind of 
him to write to me, and of you to sug­
gest it. His letter, as you will suppose, 
is full of precious Scripture truth. 
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I must assent to the truth you ex­
press, as to our physical conditions so 
largely influencing our spiritual ex­
perience, as that we cannot in truth 
tell how much of our lowness in the 
one may not be caused by depression 
in the other. Our blessed Saviour, 
however, knows it all, and He is 
" touched with the feeling of our in­
firmities." What I have lately felt 
to need is entire resignation to His 
will and confidence in Him. When I 
look back upon the sins of the past, 
and review the horrid catalogue of my 
life's errors, I marvel that He bore 
with me so long. But I find I cannot 
bear to dwell upon self, in which I 
find nothing good, and I derive no 
satisfaction until I look to Jesus. 
Whilst gazing on His cross I am 
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happy. I have been feeding on one 
text in the 37th Psalm : " Best in the 
Lord, and wait patiently for Him." 
Just the thing for me, is it not ? 

Your account of was interest­
ing and touching to me. Perhaps I 
prefer things of the heart to those of 
the head; I think I do. In tracing 
the steps of our holy Kedeemer, how 
much there is to affect the heart. Do 
you not think there is something 
singularly comforting in remembering 
that He was " a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief/' especially to 
those who know tribulation ? When­
ever He was appealed to by the dis­
tressed He always responded; and 
even no appeal, but the evident one 
of silent grief, as in the widow of 
Nain, drew compassion from that 
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tender heart, and the exercise of love 
and power that knew no bounds. He 
said to her "Weep not;" and I was 
thinking to-day He says to us, " Let 
not your heart be troubled." 

Please remember me very kindly 
to all yours, and with much Christian 
love, believe me affectionately and 
sincerely yours. 

30, Buckingham Place, Brighton, 
27th December, 1865. 

MY DEAR I just write a few 
lines to tell you that I arrived at 
home in due course, and on the fol­
lowing day came down to my mother's 
to spend Christmas. I intend to re­
turn to Hampstead to-morrow, and on 
Friday I leave (L>.V.) for Kingswood, 
being engaged to take the meetings 
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there on the last day of the year. I 
can see my way no farther at present, 
and perhaps ought not to wish to do 
so, rather leaving the future in the 
hands of the Lord; but it is possible 
that I may go to Dublin, or, if not 
thither, to Weymouth and Torquay. 

I don't know that I have anything 
to tell you. This has not been a very 
bright time to me, although I have 
reason to be thankful for many 
mercies, and I am much better for my 
stay here. 

The close of the year always seems 
to me to be peculiarly solemn, and 
the rapid flight of time almost presses 
upon one as if it were impossible to 
keep pace with it. The removal of 
so many lately to be with the Lord 
has reminded me forcibly of that text, 



EXTRACTS. 125 

"Be ye also ready;" not merely in 
reference to our departure, but as it 
respects the need of being ever in a 
constant, ready state of soul for every 
good word and work, for the reception 
of every impression of divine love, to 
hear His voice, His call to anything, 
and for anything to which He may 
call us. Surely the ready servant is 
the one most likely to be honoured 
by the Master's beckoning hand. Then 
when affliction and trial come upon 
us, and we never know how near to 
our doors these may be, does not our 
fitness to bear them depend very much 
upon a prepared or ready state of 
mind? 

I have not written to again, 
concluding that I shall hear from him 
when his plans are formed; but I am 
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so afraid less they clash with mine, 
and I miss the pleasure of his pro­
mised visit 

I have thought much of , de­
siring that he may be brought out 
more and more in distinct and clear 
testimony for Christ who has done so 
much for us, and for whom we can do 
so little, even at the best. 

I shall be very glad to hear from 
you, and remain, your very sincere. 

Fern Lodge, iiampstead Heath, 
29th December, I860. 

MY VERY DEAR , I returned from 
Brighton yesterday evening, got in by 
eleven, and was much cheered by the 
reception of your nice kind letter. 

I can cordially reciprocate all your 
feelings and expressions concerning 
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an increased sense of nearness and 
unity in Christ and His things. For 
my part your many kind expressions, 
whilst they comfort me, do likewise 
deeply humble me. I can discover in 
myself no good thing whatever, and I 
almost wonder how anyone else can. 
I prayed to the Lord last night to 
preserve me from the danger of being 
thought well of. It is almost a novel 
experience to me, for I have been to 
my apprehension more called to run 
counter to what pleases others, than 
to gratify them. 

Our intercourse has, however, hap­
pily been based upon something solid, 
and that something outside ourselves, 
although, we trust, experimentally 
known within. May our rejoicing 
ever be in Christ. What a mercy it 
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is to know oneself, and to be done 
with self: to have all that left in the 
grave of our Redeemer; to know our­
selves crucified with Christ, the world* 
crucified to us, and we to the world. 
I think I can say from heartfelt ex­
perience, " Behold I am vile/' I trust 
I do desire to " magnify the grace of 
God," and I think I know something 
of*that "secret in His ways with us" 
you speak of. I can heartily acknow­
ledge " He doeth all things well." 

What a comfort it is to have Chris­
tian sympathizing friends. I look back 
with so much grateful pleasure to my 
intercourse with you. I often think 
how different are the impressions we 
make and receive in different circles 
according to the condition we our­
selves are in, and that in which we 
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find others. I feel myself so grievously 
shut up in some places, that I fear I 
leave but a very poor impression. My 
state of health makes me unusually 
sensitive to the cold breath of preju­
dice, sectarianism, and such like, and 
I cling in proportion to the warm, the 
earnest, and the loving. 

I was much interested in hearing 
that you had a nice time with . 
I hope the dear will go and see 
you, for I think it would do them 
good. It is indeed comparatively easy 
for us fallen ones to fix the heart 
upon anything short of Christ, but 
nothing can ever satisfy but He. What 
a deadening thing is attachment to 
anything but Christ. 

I can sympathize with you in the 
difficulty of throwing off reserve, and 

K 
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the pain and loss consequent thereon. 
Do you know I almost thought I dis­
covered something of it in our com­
munion together. 

I t is such a mercy to be made 
hungry after divine food, and to have 
the eye opened, and the ear unstopped. 
There is a spiritual wisdom, holy dis­
cernment, and refined moral sense 
which only communion with God can 
impart. 

That the dear Master may bless and 
keep you and yours, is the prayer of 
yours very sincerely. 

Rhode House, Stroud, 
12th January, 1866. 

MY VERY DEAR ,1 think perhaps, 
having traced me to Oxford, you will 
not be very much surprised to learn 
that I have found my way hither. 
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We had some nice times at Oxford. 
The meeting on Monday I much en­
joyed, especially an address from dear 
Mr. , on Joshua xiv., in which 
be showed the different exercises of 
faith as drawn out by what is pre­
sented to faith, distinguishing between 
that which costs us something, and 
that which costs us nothing. As, for 
instance, at the cross, we have to 
appropriate that by faith which costs 
us nothing, whilst oh ! how much it 
cost Him who is the object of our 
faith. But then we have that in the 
faith of Moses, for instance, when he 
" refused to be called the son of Pha­
raoh's daughter, choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of 
God/' &c, which cost something to 
him who exercised it. And should 

K 2 
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we not count it a privilege to have 
something to " refuse" for our Lord's 
sake ? 

Speaking of the faith of Caleb, our 
brother lamented the poor response 
we make too often in the position of 
praise in which we have been placed, 
by indulging in doubts and fears which 
cannot possibly benefit us, whilst they 

*are highly dishonouring to God, who 
has emphatically revealed Himself in 
the character of our Father in Christ. 

Now Israel's deliverance from Egypt 
cost them nothing; way was made for 
them. But their journey in the wilder­
ness, like our wilderness journey, gave 
opportunity for an exercise of faith 
which cost much. God proved them 
there both by times of pleasantness 
and plenty—the water and the palm 



EXTRACTS. 1 3 3 

trees; and by trial and drought—the-
waters of Marah, &c. We need faith 
to trust God for the journey. 

Faith thinks it no liberty to prove 
God. Caleb, a good pattern of faith, 
puts God to the proof. He first pleads 
His promise, v. 9. The other spies 
had spoken of the difficulties. If the 
spring of faith is gone all is over 
with us. Caleb had said, " If the Lord 
delight in us, then He will bring us 
into the land." (Num. xiv. 8.) God 
vindicates the faith of His servants. 
There is a spring of delight in His 
servants in the heart of God. 

God, by Moses, had made a promise 
to Caleb, and he now claims its fulfil­
ment, v. 12. This was all the result 
of "wholly following" which is the 
secret of strength. Following God does 
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not wear out faith, but strengthens it. 
Faith goes round through the wilder-
ness discovering God in the way. "If 
so be the Lord be with me." 

Caleb looks to God as "the Lord 
my God," and " the Lord God of 
Israel" so we should think of Him in 
our relation one to another, as of the 
" body of Christ." 

Are we not debtors to the love of 
Christ ? Let us then go into the wilder­
ness seeking to learn Him more, and 
for opportunities to prove our love, &c. 

This is but a brief outline of, what 
I thought, a very instructive address. 

1 find this a very pleasant place, 
and am enjoying a day or two much. 
All are very kind. There are five 
lovely children, with whom I should 
be romping finely were I a little more 
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robust. The baby boy is a magnificent 
fellow with the best of tempers. This 
is a lovely spot on high ground over­
looking the renowned Stroud valley. 

I am a little unsettled in my move­
ments, but think of proceeding to 
Torquay for a time. I had thought 
of Dublin, but the way is not very 
clear. I hear that Mr. is to be 
there, and should much like to have 
met him. Mr. is here, and we 
are to have a lecture from him. He 
is a most pleasant, honest, Irish 
Christian, but with not a little of the 
national impetuosity of character, I 
should think. 

I much enjoyed Mr. 's visit, 
as you may suppose. "We had a little 
reading meeting on Friday last, and 
dear Mr. came. He was very 
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pleasant, but the evident marks of 
recent sorrow pained me to observe. 
How much affliction falls to the lot of 
God's dear people, but after all it is 
"but for a moment," and "not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us." 

The dear often speak of you, 
and send their love joined by Mr. 
and myself. Believe me ever most 
sincerely yours. 

Mapleton, Torquay, 
27th January, 1866. 

MY VERY DEAR , What a pity 
it is we cannot convey our thoughts 
on paper without such a slow and 
laborious process as now has to be 
gone through. I wish I could have a 
long chat with you instead of writing 
a long letter, for even a comparatively 
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short one appears long to me, to whom 
writing is so irksome. I have greatly-
desired to write to you for some days, 
but I have been unwell all this week. 
Last Lord's day I went over to Dart­
mouth, at the request of some brethren 
here, to supply the urgent need of a 
company of Christians there, and after 
speaking at their meetings, two of 
which entirely devolved upon me, I 
was somewhat knocked up. I was 
much interested in the place and 
people, and could almost wish the 
Lord might open the way for me to 
settle among them and take up the 
Avork, as there is not a little thirst 
for the word and great need for it 
to be preached. What need indeed 
there is everywhere, and how few to 
labour! 
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Your remarks in answer to mine 
upon prejudice, sensitiveness, &c., have 
instructed and encouraged me. You 
have so much clear perception, with 
such real loving Christian sympathy, 
that you are well qualified to bear a 
burden with and for another. As dear 

says, how can we bear each 
other's burdens and so fulfil Christ's 
law, if the way is not open to confess 
our faults one to another, and open 
our hearts to one another ? But as I 
was saying to dear Mr. • down 
here, with whom I dined on Wednes­
day, there is not one Christian in a 
hundred or more to whom you can 
unbosom with confidence; but surely 
if we were like our Lord, we should 
have a bosom to receive a fellow 
disciple's head, as He had for John, 
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although we might rarely find one 
near enough to us to lay it there. 

I left Ehode House on Saturday 
fortnight, and Mr. accompanied 
me as far as Bristol. We had in­
tended alighting there to call on Mr, 

, but the weather was so un­
favourable that we concluded to go on, 
which was a mercy, as the following 
train, by which we should in that case 
have proceeded, was obstructed and 
greatly delayed by the falling in of a 
bridge. He was bound for Weston-
Super-Mare; I for this place, which I 
reached in due course. 

The air of Torquay is quite too 
relaxing to suit me, and it is as mild 
as if it were spring. I have bathed 
half a dozen times in a cold sea-water 
swimming bath. 
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Poor ! I don't wonder at your 
not getting on with him in the things 
of God. The wonder would be if you 
did. It is only in the " light" that we 
can enjoy true fellowship. The obtuse-
ness and dense ignorance of some of 
those who think they know is really 
wonderful. May the Lord preserve 
us from thinking we know anything. 
" This is life eternal, to know See the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whon> 
thou hast sent." The Scriptures say, 
"joy and peace in believing." "Being 
justified by faith we have peace with 
God." "There is, therefore, now no 
condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus? It all springs from 
being in Him. Our peace is in Him. 
" He is our peace." says on the 
contrary, it is in ourselves: follow the 
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light within, and that will ultimately 
lead to peace and final rest to the soul. 
He offers no immediate settled peace 
or rest, but holds it dangerous so to 
trust Christ as to believe in present 
safety in Him. And no wonder, for 
if it depend upon inward condition, 
frames and feelings, followings, and 
what not, it must fluctuate and never 
can be settled. In fact it is making 
salvation depend upon walk in Christ 
instead of upon Christ Himself. 

Dear is a friend and Christian 
brother I highly value. He is in that 
happy condition of soul which is open 
to the reception of truth for truth's 
sake, and his perceptions are good. I 
think he is growing in grace and 
knowledge. I have not found him 
reserved, but I could imagine him so 
with some. 
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I also was much struck with the 
dying words of . No mere sec­
tarianism would do then, but the pro­
mises of God in Christ alone. 

I think I may probably remain here 
a fortnight longer, more or less. I have 
no fixed plans. It is just possible 
that I may run over to Bristol for a 
few days with Mr. , and see Mr. 

and Mr. . I have heard 
nothing more from Mr. , but 
suppose he has been in Dublin. 

My health fluctuates very much, 
and I have times of much depression 
to contend with, but I endeavour to 
"look off." I trust you are much 
blessed in your own soul, and that 
you enjoy increased fellowship with 
Christ Jesus. 

Adieu, beloved friend. Believe me 
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with kindest remembrances ever yours 
sincerely. 

Mapleton, Torquay, 
21st February, 1866. 

Mr VERY DEAR , I am so.sorry 
to find by your note, received this 
morning, that I have occasioned you 
uneasiness in respect to your last two 
most welcome and interesting letters, 
Miiich duly reached me here. The 
truth is I have been a journey to 
Plymouth since the receipt of your 
last letter, and it, especially, is so im­
portant, and has given me food for so 
much thought of and for you, ac­
companied by no small sympathy, that 
I have desired to avoid a hasty reply, 
or writing under any sort of pressure ; 
and this has caused me to wait until 
I could sit down comfortably to write 
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to you fully and freely. I must tell 
you that I am not, like you, able to 
write when I like. There are times 
when my head is so bad that I cannot 
write, and I am then obliged to defer 
doing so until I recover sufficient tone. 
However I will not dwell longer on 
all this beyond asking you to excuse 
my long silence, and also to give me a 
clay or two longer to return Mr. 's 
letter, which I lent to a friend for 
perusal, wishing her to be interested 
in him, and I shall not see her until 
Sunday, I fear; but the moment I get 
it I will send it to you. 

Thank you very much for all your 
kind wishes and consideration for my 
health. This bracing weather has 
helped me much, for I had got very 
low. I remain here until called home, 
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which may be next week, but I will 
apprise you of any change. 

Eeverting now to your very inter­
esting letters, let me first thank you 
for the little book, which I had not 
received when last I wrote, as it had 
been lying by mistake at the post-
office here. I think it is quite a help 
to understanding our church position, 
the truth concerning which is so little 
known or understood by Christians 
generally. I t is yet a deeply inter­
esting and important question. 

Your reference to that sweet pas­
sage in Elijah's experience, showing 
the loving, considerate care of his 
God and our God, was timely and 
comforting. What very beautiful 
touches one meets with in the Old 
Testament histories, which, indepen-

L 
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tenaciously to what we have taken 
up with ; and then, as you forcibly 
remark, there is a positive shrinking 
from seeing, for fear of the conse­
quences that must follow to the obe­
dient soul. Is it not strange that 
Christians cannot see that nothing 
will stand the test of Ood but that 
which is from God ? 

As to what course is open to the 
faithful, simple, sincere, and truth-
seeking soul in these evil days is not 
so easy to decide. I believe primarily 
that no action whatever is either safe 
or of value, or likely to be blessed, 
that is not toward God as well as 
from Him (i.e., moved by Him in the 
heart), and where Christ and alle­
giance to Him are not the moving 
principle; for, if we are merely led 
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by the opinions of others, we may 
simply exchange one set of errors 
for another, perhaps a little less mis­
chievous, or perhaps even more so. 
But it is clear that we are responsible 
to act upon the measure of light God 
gives us as individuals in relation to 
Himself, and with Himself, and in so 
doing we have a right to look for and 
expect His guidance. I have been 
deeply interested, and sympathised 
much, in your exercise of mind on 
these things, and hope, if the Lord 
will, to have some conversation with 
you upon them before very long. In 
the meantime I think it is surely of 
very little consequence what men 
think, the main and only point being 
what God says. I would exhort you 
to be very patient, and yet to be 



150 EXTRACTS. 

always going forward; following the 
Lord, and not going before Him, and 
He will guide yon. Nothing can be 
more beautiful than the compact, 
united following of those whom the 
Lord has brought to Himself, making 
them one with Himself, and one with 
each other. 

I visited several dear brethren at 
Plymouth. I did not notice that I 
was to return Mr. -'s letter before 
I wrote. It was very careless of me, 
which please forgive. I enjoyed read­
ing it. We do indeed need to " look 
off unto Jesus." 

Yours affectionately in Him who 
bids us go to Him " without the 
can) p." 
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Mapleton, Torquay, 
25th February, 1866. 

My BELOVED , I just send a 
line to thank you for your welcome 
letter received this morning, and to 
return 's and 's letters. 

The latter has interested me pain­
fully, and makes it only more plain 
how hopeless it is to expect anything 
in that quarter. For my part, I have 
long since ceased to do so, but I grieve 
over it. How evidently it is a sect 
and not Christ that they are con­
cerned to maintain. However, we 
must neither be surprised nor dis­
mayed at these things, for there is 
nothing darkness hates more than 
light, or death than life. If it were 
anything in, or of, ourselves we 
claimed to hold precious, it would 
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be a very different thing ; but whilst 
the nearer view we get of Christ the 
more our own vileness by nature be­
comes apparent, and our own right­
eousness as filthy rags indeed, we may 
hold it most important, and most 
dear, that He should be exalted, and 
His word valued and obeyed because 
it is His. "If ye love me, keep my 
commandments;" and I am sure, if 
there be real love for Him, wTe shall 
earnestly desire to be found doing His 
will. 

I sympathize much with ; but 
the sooner she is out of such tram­
mels the better to my mind. Here 
are people utterly careless about souls 
themselves, opposing those who are 
seeking to serve Christ and bring 
others to Him, for no better reason 



EXTRACTS. 153 

thau that in their judgment it is not 
consistent with their thoughts. I am 
not surprised at it, for they are so 
invincible in their ignorance and 
complacency that it is impossible to 
awaken them to anything better; but 
the Lord can do it, and when He 
works we need never despair. 

I can only make these hurried re­
marks now, being already very tired 
from the morning meeting and a Bible 
class this afternoon, and having to 
preach this evening on account of 
Mr. 's absence, who generally 
preaches the gospel on the Lord's day 
evenings. 

In haste, and hoping soon to write 
again, believe me ever yours. 
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Mapleton, Torquay, 
2nd March, 1866. 

MY VERY DEAR , If I wrote to 

you whenever it was in my heart to 
do so, you would soon be inundated 
with letters, just as one would often 
pop in to call if one lived next door. 
I doubt if I should have been able to 
have written so soon as this to ac­
knowledge, with thanks, the welcome 
letter with the account of the 's 
visit, were I not confined to the house 
by severe indisposition which has pre­
vented me from stirring out for several 
days. I want much to go to London, 
but am unable to travel at present, 
and see little chance of doing so until 
Wednesday or Thursday next at the 
earliest. My presence in town seems 
to be required just now to arrange tor 
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giving possession to some people who 
have taken my house furnished for 
three months. If I go I intend to 
return to this place, and, on my way, 
to visit one or two places, and amongst 
others , if the way were open and 
it were the Lord's will. 

You had just such a visit from the 
as I should have expected. No­

thing very remarkable any way, but 
some of that hindrance to full com­
munion which one so often finds even 
with the most godly in system. I 
believe to be one of the cleanest 
handed and purest hearted men that 
I know, but his sectarianism has stood 
in the way of progress in many happy 
ways and things with him, to my ap­
prehension, for years. And so it will 
ever be, if we allow education, train-
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ing, influences, or anything to stand 
in the way of simple, true-hearted 
following of Christ, and obedience to 
His word. He acknowledges the loss 
many sustain by "being wise above 
that which is written," and so forsak­
ing or despising their own mercies, 
and yet he cannot see his way to 
come out from a course which he con­
fesses has been at least a mistaken 
one. The greatest block in his way 
is his position, and the consequent 
tremendous influence and power of 
"what would people say?" "How 
can ye believe which receive honour 
one of another, and seek not the 
honour that cometh from God onlyi" 
There is many a one who would give 
up house or land, if needs be, for 
Christ, who would stagger at the loss 
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of reputation amongst men. But it 
has been ever thus: the word of man 
has more power with men than the 
word of God, I am thankful to say 
that I care not a fig for my reputation 
compared with a clear conscience, and 
a true heart, a single eye for Christ, 
far short of all these as I freely ac­
knowledge myself to be. 

As to dear , the first thing she 
needs is for her religion to change 
her, and then she may better hope to 
see her way in changing her religion. 
What she wants is not religion, but 
Christ; and, when I last talked to 
her, she was very far from a firm hold 
of Him. Since that she has been 
through a critical illness which I hope 
may have been blessed to her soul. 

I am glad you gave dear a 
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copy of " The Moral Glory." I have 
been reading it with much enjoyment 
during my imprisonment. 

I was shocked at your account of 
's preaching. Surely the more 

we look at the cross, and value the 
precious blood of Him who suffered 
for us there, the greater will be our 
horror of sin. 

I cannot resist the force of your 
remarks upon the necessity of refrain­
ing from over exertion of mind in my 
present condition of brain. I ought, 
I know, as much as possible to be 
like an ox so far as rest is concerned; 
but my temperament makes it espe­
cially hard for me to subside into any 
such condition; however, I thank you 
for the sympathy and interest which 
dictate the remonstrance. 
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I hope Mrs. is better. I owe 
Mr. a letter and must write to 
him soon. He is indeed much to be 
felt for in the prospect of being sepa­
rated from those so dear to him. 

The hostility of our connections to 
the course we think it right to pursue, 
and their difference of view on various 
points with us, are often trying enough, 
and are apt to be manifested in any­
thing but a nice spirit at times; for 
there is no intolerance like religious 
intolerance. But we must endeavour 
quietly to bear these things, being 
amply consoled by the Divine ap­
proval, and the certain assurance that 
we are right, and on the right founda­
tion. Such hostility is often embit­
tered by a secret foreboding sense 
that something is wrong with them, 
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although they persist in shutting their 
eyes to the convictions that seek en­
trance into their hearts. The calm 
repose of those who are resting on 
God's word ought to rebuke the self-
complacent trust of those who are 
resting in formality. There is a great 
deal that assumes to be spiritual which 
is really carnal. We are always carnal 
when we are unwilling to test any­
thing we hold by the inspired word of 
truth, and when we prefer our own 
feelings and impressions for guidance 
to that precious word. At the very 
foundation lies this: " Of His own 
will begat He us with the word of 
truth" However, we must endeavour 
always to "have compassion on the 
ignorant, and on them that are out of 
the way." 
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We have nice timej here at the 
family readings night and morning. 
It is indeed matter of great thankful­
ness to be able to retire for a time 
from the busy whirl of London, and 
quietly "rest awhile" when the heart 
is faint, and the head sick. 

Well, beloved friend, I often think 
of you in the way in which the Lord 
is leading you, with a sympathetic 
desire that you may be as willing to 
follow as He ever is to lead. The 
Comforter, the blessed Spirit, leads 
into all truth; and how does He do 
this ? By " taking of mine and show­
ing it unto you." 

How emphatically Christ is the 
truth. Not His work merely, but 
Himself—His own blessed self. We 
speak of the preciousness of His 

M 
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blood, and of all He has done for us, 
but after all we must have Himself— 
we cannot do without Himself. Oh ! 
to be clear of the horrid selfish Chris­
tianity which covets the benefit of 
His work, but has little or no heart 
for Himself. What would heaven be 
without Christ ? and where would be 
our happiness if He were not there 
the sum, the substance, the crown of 
it all ? A true affection for Himself 
will make us true to Him, and bring 
ns on cheerfully, and decidedly, and 
unfalteringly, and unhesitatingly in 
the path of obedience. Obedience! that 
is the thing so much wanted, and 
so much needed in these degenerate 
days. Let us be assured of this; the 
time is short. " He that shall come 
will come." Oh! to hear the sweet 
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words, "Well done," from His own 
gracious lips, who was ever tender, 
yet ever faithful too. 

Your affectionate brother in Him. 

March 10th, 1866. 

* * * I am thankful to say that I 
have no difficulty either as to the be­
ginning, middle, or end. As to your 
being faint-hearted, I would not have 
you otherwise* as regards yourself, but 
I do want you to " be strong in the 
Lord." Surely you cannot doubt that 
He, who hath brought you thus far, 
will carry you to the end. You may 
doubt yourselfy but you must not doubt 
Him. The best part of your letter is 
that in which you report your em­
phatic declaration that you " knew it 
was the Lord's mind." This is what 

M 2 
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you ought to know and "believe, and 
then no opinion of anyone else can 
possibly affect your conviction. It is 
very nice, perhaps, to have a little 
confirmation of our judgment, but, 
unless it be spontaneous, I question 
its value, and, after all, there is nothing 
like leaning upon and trusting in the 
Lord. You must not let your heart 
be troubled, but leave everything, and 
quietly let your soul return to its rest 
in Jesus. 

I have at times almost felt a shock 
at the thought of how little I have 
in one sense prayed about different 
things; but when I pause and con­
sider that my prayers are answered, 
what more can I want ? One prayer 
answered is better than fifty that have 
drawn down no answer. 
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Your letter seems to grow in faith 
as you proceed, and I rejoice to find 
you are able to leave yourself with 
confidence in the Lord's hands. I am 
glad you found an answer to your 
state of mind in the little book I gave 
you. That was for you from the Lord. 

I have been troubled at times to 
think how easily our poor hearts are 
occupied with something " under the 
sun." What a comfort it is to think 
we have not a hard master, but one 
who is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities. I was, however, struck 
just now with His brief, pointed, sharp 
rebuke to His disciples in Luke viii. 
25, when He abruptly asked them, 
" Where is your faith V Sad that we 
should ever give Him cause to put 
such a question to us! 
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May God, our own God and Father, 
shelter, protect, guide, and bless you, 
and give you to enjoy a constant sense 
of Jesus and His love in your soul. 

I add a text or two for your comfort, 
and remain your brother in Christ. 

Is. lviii. 11, liv. 10, xxvi. 3. Phil. 
iv. 6. 1 Peter v. 7. Lteut. xxxii. 12. 
Jos. i. 9. 

Fern Lodge, Hatnpstead Heath, 
15th March, 1866. 

MY BELOVED , I have to ackno w-
]edge and thank you for two letters, 
the one which arrived yesterday, and 
the other congratulating me in your 
own cordial way upon my present 
prospects. 

I don't know that I can say much 
to you this morning. I had to write 
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nearly a dozen letters yesterday, and 
somehow there seems to be so much 
to do and think of that it is almost too 
much for me. I should so like to tell 
you much that I cannot write. 

I think of going down again to Tor­
quay, if possible, on Saturday, but this 
is uncertain, depending very much 
upon the prospect I have of going 
into Wales on business. 

I have been taking in all your good 
advice and kind expressions, and 
treasuring them in my heart, whilst I 
feel I cannot now do any justice to 
them in the way of reply. I must 
say, however, how fully I recognise 
the importance of remembering that 
these earthly blessings, which our 
Father in His love sends us, are but 
for a time, as you say, and only on 
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loan, after all. Oh! that they may 
lead us to cling more and more to the 
things which are not seen, but eternal. 
They ought surely to do so, and to 
draw our hearts upward in heavenly 
love. When I think of the great 
kindness of the Lord to me it is almost 
too much for me. Blessed for ever 
be His most endeared and precious 
name! 

I am rather glad you are going to 
. If you can do it happily, in 

faith and simplicity, I hope you will 
join in breaking bread and drinking 
of that cup in remembrance of Him 
who was broken and bled for you. 
Don't let thoughts trouble you. " Why 
are ye troubled ? and why do thoughts 
arise in your hearts ?" 

Ever your sincere and affectionate. 



EXTRACTS. 169 

Mapleton, Torquay, 
18th March, 1866. 

MY BELOVED , I have lent 
your letter received this morning to 
my own , but I think I can re­
collect sufficient of its contents to 
enable me to send a few lines in reply. 

It would have given me unusual 
pleasure to have met C. H. M., and I 
would have taken almost any pains 
to have availed myself of your kind 
invitation to do so, but I am so 
situated that I can hardly think it the 
Lord's will for me. 

I only came down on Saturday for 
about ten days or a fortnight; as to 
the exact time I shall know better 
presently. I had thought of taking 
a business engagement in Wales, 
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which will occupy me probably a 
couple of days ; so you will see I have 
not much time to spare. 

I have only just returned from 
preaching at Mary church. I spoke 
upon the three orders of conflict. Eom. 
vii.: To get at, and please God, under 
law, in the flesh. Gal. v.: The Spirit 
with the flesh. Eph. vi.: With wicked 
spirits, &c. 

I was much interested in your ac­
count of , and wonder how in the 
teeth of such opposing influences you 
managed to get another meeting. I 
have never heard him but once, but I 
have frequently met him, and am 
almost amused at your account of 
your impression of him, for they tally 
so exactly with my own. He always 
appears to me to want smashing up 
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and putting together again in a nice, 
soft, Divine way. 

What a sweet exhortation that is to 
" Yield yourselves to God as those that 
are alive from the dead." I remain 
your affectionate. 

5th April, 1866. 

* * * What shall I say to you? 
I think I can only bid you cast your­
self upon the love of Him who loves 
you. You have cost Him too much 
for Him not to take care of you ; and 
if a longing to be near to Him, and a 
concern that you are not so, agitate 
your breast, do you not think He has 
the same longing after you ? He loved 
you before you loved Him; sought you 
before yon sought Him; cried to His 
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Father on your behalf, and commended 
you to that same Father's love, while 
as yet you were only known to Him 
in the eternal purposes of that same 
most blessed Father — that Father 
who " Himself loveth you." 

But the very uneasiness you mani­
fest proves your love to Jesus, and the 
activity of your relations to Him. 
We are not at all concerned about dis­
tance, coldness, or alienation, except 
as they concern those we love. In 
your heart you are using the language 
of Can. viii. 13. But have you for­
gotten the character of His love in 
v. 7 above ? He is not like us. We 
learn this in such Scriptures as Lam. 
iii. 22-25; and Jer. xxix. 1 1 ; also 
Psalm ciii. I want to commend the 
twenty-seventh Psalm to you, also 
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Psalm xxxvii. 5, and the first clause 
of v. 7. 

I have no one to commend you to 
but the Lord, and I do heartily com­
mend you to Him. May He keep you 
sensibly near Him. I know you are 
always in His hand and on His heart. 

Royal Pier Hotel, Reyde, 
22nd April, 1866. 

* * * We kept our letters open in a 
sort of half hope that we might have 
one to acknowledge, but none has ar­
rived yet. 

We have had a nice happy morn­
ing together, and thought much of 
and for our precious sisters, hoping 
the Lord would grant them a happy 
favoured time this morning. I was 
thinking how much the darlings would 
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miss their dear sister. Well, we know 
who can supply any void, and you 
know too, do you not ? We read to­
gether the account of the two disciples 
journeying to Emmaus, who were 
having communications the one with 
the other, and were sad; and we 
thought of certain other dear ones, 
who might be walking, and talking, 
and sad, but to whom the Lord Him­
self would draw near to tarry with 
them, and comfort them, and who 
w7ould again be known to them in 
" breaking of bread/' 

I wonder how dear has got on 
in the School. She must not overtax 
her strength. The dear Master would 
not require that. What a lovely day 
it is for those who walk to Mary-
church. We are so enjoying the fine 
weather. 
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Kurhaus, St. Moritz, Engadine, 
8th July, 1866. 

MY VERY DEAR , Your letter to 
I<a Comballaz I suppose arrived di­
rectly after we had left, but we had 
made provision for its following us, 
being pretty sure of your writing, and 
we found it on our arrival here. I 
need not say how acceptable it was, 
and how nice it was to have you 
brought before us again, as wre often 
think and talk of you. 

We have met with some interesting 
incidents in a small way.— One day 
on the top of the Diligence, we had a 
long talk with a young curate (sent 
out by the Continental Society to 
" officiate" at a Pension during the 
season) about his soul. We might 
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have exclaimed—"Art thou a master 
of Israel, and knowest not these 
things ?" For he needed to be taught 
the way of salvation, and had set him­
self up to teach others. He was how­
ever very open, and, we trust, had life 
in his soul, though but little light. 

We had a happy time together be­
fore the Lord this morning. We can­
not make much of the English here, 
who are only about a dozen or twenty. 
There was a service, we think, in the 
High Church style, but we did not go 
near it. 

I think the waters here are likely 
to be of service to me, but I ought 
neither to read nor write while taking 
them. 

Give my Christian love to , and 
tell him I have been thinking about 
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him with much longing, that he may 
come out yet more boldly and dis­
tinctly for Christ during the "little 
while " that may be alloted him. 

The present address will serve until 
the 18th or 19th inst., from , and 
I need not say how glad we shall be 
to hear from you. 

Your affectionate. 

Fern Lodge, Hampstead Heath, 
15th January, |1867. 

MY BELOVED , you will doubt­
less have heard of the almost sudden 
removal of dear on Saturday 
night last. I had a note on Monday 
morning conveying the sad intelli­
gence, but giving no particulars of his 
last moments. His loss is a very great 
one to rne, for he was one of my 

N 
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as I am writing I will just advert to 
one or two things in it. 

* * * * * 
We unite in much love. Your 

affectionate and sincere. 

Fern Lodge, Hampstead Heath, 
2nd February, 1867. 

MY BELOVED , I think I must 
write a few lines to tell you how much 
the Lord has permitted us to be tried 
during the week. 

Our little one we thought would 
certainly have been taken from us, 
and, as it is, his life hangs upon a very 
slender thread. This has proved a 
sore trial to darling , who has 
however given him up, and not seen 
him for several days past. I trust we 
are both resigned to whatever the 
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Lord's will may be. We gave tbe 
child to Him, and it is only fitting 
He should do what He likes with His 
own. Dear has not had your 
note, as I feared at present it would 
cause too much emotion, and a little 
upsets her in her present state. She 
is however doing well, for which I 
cannot be too thankful, for she is 
indeed " more to me than ten sons." 

5th February. 

I may thankfully record the great 
goodness of the Lord. We knew He 
would do what was best. 's soul 
is full of tenderness on account of the 
goodness of Jehovah. The dear babe 
is gradually improving, and we think 
the Lord means to spare it to us; but 
anyway we wish Him to do what He 
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likes, not what we like. On the whole 
I can write cheerfully and hopefully, 
as well as thankfully. We feel our 
helplessness, and the futility of all 
"means" except as used by the Lord, 
and so we are looking to Him, and 
make every step a matter of prayer, 
and every little progress a matter of 
thanksgiving. 

Your very sincere and affectionate. 

Fern Lodge, Hampstead Heath, 
9th June, 1867. 

MY BELOVED , I heard of dear 
*s illness and unhappy state of 

mind about a fortnight ago or more. 
I lost no time in calling upon her, and 
found her pretty much in appearance 
what she always was. She was not 
alone, which made it more difficult 
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for me freely to talk with her, and 
gave me some apprehension that she 
would be indisposed to open out at 
all. But I found this by no means the 
case, for, on my leading up to the 
subject on my heart, she at once re­
sponded, speaking of her inability to 
realize any sense of peace, pardon, or 
love. I took out my Bible, and endea­
voured by the precious Word to defeat 
the enemy, and was enabled to meet 
every argument that she brought up ; 
and after about an hour of such labour, 
during which she listened with intense 
interest, I left, there not appearing any 
opening for prayer, and promised, the 
Lord willing, to call again. 

I did so yesterday week, she was in 
bed, but so soon as she heard I was in 
the house she sent for me to see her. 
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I found her pretty much in the same 
state, but eager to hear the Word, and 
knelt by her bedside to cry to God for 
her. 

On the following evening I called 
again, and saw her again in bed, when 
I thought she was more cheerful. I 
could only bring the Lord before her; 
His blessed work, and still more bles­
sed person; pressing upon her the 
sweet truth which she had never fully 
known, or knowing let it go, that her 
Father loved her, and had proved His 
love, His incomparable love, in a most 
incomparable way. I then prayed with 
her, and left her in tears, promising to 
pray for her in secret. I have since 
written to her, and sent her some little 
books, among others, "The Blood of 
Jesus," which T trust may be of service 
to her. 



EXTRACTS. 185 

Dear too is lying dangerously 
ill, and I desire much for her a more 
full revelation of Christ in her soul. 
She is, I trust, resting on Him, but 
not so fully, freely, and happily as I 
could wish. I have been much struck 
with the pernicious effects of bad 
teaching and training in regard to 
the truth of God in Christ whilst 
ministering to both these souls. They 
don't seem to know where they are, 
what they have, or whither they are 
going with any assurance; and I can 
only say "these things ought not so to 
be." 

Having said thus much, I must add 
that my view of 's case does not 
quite correspond with yours, for I am 
satisfied that much that she presents 
arises from physical and mental de-
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pression, which must not be con­
founded with pure and simple exercise 
of soul. I doubt not the Lord is at 
work with her, and will make all this 
work for her good and His own glory. 
Let us remember her in prayer. 

Our sister is staying with us, 
and we are enjoying her company. 
We have been attending a series of 
Bible readings lately, and some lectures 
which have been very interesting. 

We should have much liked to have 
shared in your interests, but we 
must be content with a circumscribed 
lot, and we have much to be thankful 
for in it. If health were given, I think 
I desire nothing more on earth except 
to serve the blessed Master more fully. 

May we be kept in the love of God, 
and in the patient waiting for Christ. 
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With our united best love to you and 
yours, I am ever yours affectionately. 

Fern Lodge, Hampstead Heath, 
11th October, 1867. 

MY DEAR SISTERS,—The present 

trial from which I am suffering in my 
head, which it has pleased the Lord 
to continue, has, as you know, been 
so bad lately as to deprive me of the 
pleasure of corresponding with you, 
although I have very much shared 
with dear in her letters (some of 
which I have seen, without taking 
any part in writing them). 

I need hardly assure you how deep, 
and tender, and large is the place you 
occupy in both our hearts; and I do 
trust that, whatever position we may 
either of us believe ourselves to be 
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called by the Lord to occupy, however 
mistaken we may deem each other in 
taking up any course which that call 
may appear to require, nothing may 
be permitted to impair or weaken 
our loving relations, or cause any 
estrangement between us. Doubtless 
a united judgment in the things of 
God has a happy, binding effect in 
our intercourse with one another; but 
I think we ought to be very careful 
how we allow separation of path to 
involve separation of heart. I t is 
our desire to avoid this, feeling that, 
whilst we may be called to judge the 
position you occupy to be wrong, we 
have no right to judge you for occu­
pying it. 

We have been pained to observe a 
disposition on the part of some of 
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those we love in the Lord imme­
diately to conclude, on our conscien­
tiously taking a separate position in 
worship, that they are justified in 
separating from us in everything else, 
so that they at once force an estrange­
ment between us, which they persist 
in maintaining in spite of all our 
efforts to avoid it. They base this 
line of conduct on the argument, "If 
we are not fit to break bread with 
you, we are not fit for any other rela­
tion with you;" an argument which 
they would never think of using to 
any sect from which they may have 
separated, and which is moreover a 
false assumption; for, so far from 
thinking them not fit to break bread 
with us, they would be only too gladly 
received the moment that an honest 
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conviction drew them to present them-j 
selves. ] 

I am not equal at present to en­
tering upon an argument upon the 
question generally. I t may suffice 
to say iu general terms that we are 
thoroughly dissatisfied with the posi­
tion occupied by the loose brethren; 
we believe it to be unscriptural and 
unsound ; to be not free from dis­
honour to the Lord; and to not em­
brace the whole mind and revealed 
will of God in its constitution and 
the basis upon which it is founded. 
Whilst laying great stress upon cer­
tain scriptures it ignores others; and 
the consequence is confusion, weak­
ness, and disorder. 

Of course, if there be no remedy for 
this state of things, and the answer to 
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it, when admitted, is attempted to be 
found in the acknowledged ruin of 
the Church (as if divine principles 
were to be abandoned because there 
has been an utter failure in carrying 
them out), we must needs be content 
to leave things as they are. And this 
appears to me to be the position taken 
by those amongst loose brethren who 
do see and mourn over the sad con­
dition of things; and there are many 
such. 

We believe, however, that a con­
dition of soul which is content to 
leave things as they are, when they 
manifestly dishonour the Lord, cannot 
be pleasing to Him, and is fatal to all 
true progress and reformation in those 
things to which it applies. Are we to 
be told that, because the great truth 
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of the unity of the Spirit has been 
broken, we are to act in accordance 
with the principle of brokenness in­
stead of the principle of unity ? We 
cannot of course fail to see that the 
Church is in ruins; but that only 
makes it all the more obligatory on 
the true-hearted carefully to cleave 
to those divine principles, the want 
of being true to which has brought 
about the very ruin we deplore. 

You ask us for Scripture. Beloved 
sisters, can it be needful for you to 
ask us for Scripture to induce you 
carefully to look into, and gladly for­
sake, anything that is dishonouring to 
the Lord? Do we not instinctively 
shrink from anything that dishonours 
the holy name whereby we are called? 
Should we not take up with alacrity 
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and joy any course which His glory 
demands, whatever the cross or trial 
involved ? Are there not a thousand 
things that a loving child does to 
please a parent, or refrains from 
doing from the same motive, without 
any command? Did Joseph require 
a law to keep him from doing that 
which he knew to be "sin against 
God"? Did he require "thou shalt 
not" to teach him to withdraw his 
hand from evil ? Did he shrink from 
the prison because he was under no 
obligation to go there ? 

Not but what we have abundant 
Scripture to bring before you, and 
have already done so, though you 
seem to overlook it. We cannot sup­
pose you really require Scripture from 
us to warrant separation from evil, as 

o 
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we have all acted already upon those 
very principles from Scripture. We 
only apply the same principles to 
what we still further see to be evil 
in that with which we have been 
associated; and we hope and believe 
that you would have grace and 
strength to do the same, were your 
eyes equally opened. You would not 
surely hinder us in such a course? 
To do so would be to go back from 
the course you have already taken. 

Be assured, dear sisters, that there 
is more in this question than your 
eyes are yet open to. We freely ad­
mit, indeed we have often protested, 
as you know, that there has been 
un-Christ-like and unscriptural acting 
towards the brethren in many in­
stances; but let me earnestly urge 
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upon you this thing for your con­
sideration. So long as you allow 
your minds to be occupied with the 
one thought of wrong done to the 
brethren, you will be engaged with 
that side of the question which affects 
man; whereas the first thing for you 
to consider and settle is, what the 
Lord, His glory, His word, and His 
will demand; and then, having by 
His grace had your consciences so 
truly exercised upon that as to bring 
you to a right judgment, you will be 
better able to come to a conclusion as 
to the right course of action to be 
adopted towards the dear brethren 
who differ from you. There is no­
thing more calculated to prevent your 
seeing any question clearly than being 
occupied with the effect whilst ignor­
ing the cause. 
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Another thing I would say, and 
surely you will perceive what I mean; 
that whenever we take up any position 
which fidelity to the Lord demands, 
we shall immediately find ourselves 
in more or less conflict with those 
Christians who refuse to go with us 
in it. 

As I have before said, there is 
nothing really to hinder all faithful 
souls being together; the only obstacle 
is the standing aloof of loose brethren 
on grounds which are the consequence 
of their own conduct rather than the 
cause of the difficulty. 

But ah! how much depends upon 
the condition of soul in which we 
approach any question that concerns 
the Lord's glory. We must approach 
these things with a simple heart, and 
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single eye, divesting our minds of all 
preconceived notions and opinions of 
our own. 

* * * * * 
Your loving faithful brother. 

Fern Lodge, Hampstead Heath, 
16th November, 1867. 

My DEAR BROTHER,— 
* * * * * 

I cannot allow that any "death 
blow" has been dealt at our friend­
ship by me, for my feelings remain 
unchanged towards you, and I deny 
your right to make our friendship 
depend upon my following a course 
which you approve in a matter of con­
science between me and the Lord, 

I will now take up one or two 
points in your letters, and shall allude 
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to those which I have described as in­
accurate. 

You say : " Perhaps you may be 
brought to see how utterly inconsistent 
your present position is with any idea 
of happy fellowship with those whom 
you do not regard as worthy to re­
member with you the death of our 
Lord Jesus." 

What I may be brought to see I 
cannot tell, but I shall always endea­
vour to leave myself open to convic­
tion in regard to truth, and to re­
monstrance in regard to conduct; and 
this is what 1 earnestly desire and 
pray for you. I may say, however, 
that I never have seen, and do not 
now see, why there should not be 
happy fellowship between us. I have 
myself, in past times, had a great deal 
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of happy fellowship with brethren 
from whom I have differed as strongly 
as you now differ from me. Happy 
fellowship depends far less upon union 
in church position than upon the con­
dition of soul we are in. 

With regard to " not regarding you 
or other brethren as worthy'* you 
must surely well know that it is not 
a question of worthiness at all; if it 
were I can freely admit your claim 
would be greater than mine. Such 
statements as these and kindred ones, 
such as my having "cut off" you and 
others with whom I have been here­
tofore in fellowship, are more than 
inaccurate; they are positively mis­
leading. We have not " cut you off;" 
we have simply withdrawn from the 
'position you occupy, which we believe 


