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D E A T H IS O U R S . 

"All things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or DEATH, or things present, or things 
to come,—all are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is 
God's." (1 Cor. iii. 21-23.) 

" r \ E A T H is here mentioned among the "all 
**~^ t h ings" which belong to those who are 
Christ 's. As the apostle is evidently speaking of 
privilege—of blessing, it follows that death must 
be understood as being that—as coming in bless
ing, if it come at all, to such as are addressed in 
these words. 

It is a common thought in Christendom that 
when death comes, even to the household of faith, 
it comes as a penalty. But is this a t rue thought ? 
Did not Christ bear the whole penalty of sin on 
the cross? and are not believers divinely seen to 
be "dead with H i m " ? Then, are they not beyond 
death in the sense of a penalty? If so, should 
death come to such, before the Lord comes, does 
it not come as a servant, to take off the fetter 
which keeps them in absence from the Lord ? 

It is worthy of remark that Grace not only be
stows actual blessings—that is, things which are 
blessings in themselves, but it takes those things 
which are not blessings, but which are the results 
of sin, and having put away the sin through the 
cross, it uses those results for blessing, making 
them act as blessing. In this way all things work 
together for good to those who love God. 

This blessed t ru th applies even to death, Grace 
having put a silver lining into that dark cloud,-—-i* 
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other words, made a road of light through the 
dark valley. This is clearly taught in our pas
sage^—"All things are yours ; whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 
or things present, or things to come." 

Wha t is meant by death being ours,—how it 
became ours ; and the blessedness of it being ours, 
are questions which suggest themselves. May the 
Holy Spirit guide and bless. 

As to the first of these questions—What is meant 
by death being ours?—we get the answer, in part, 
in our text. I t will be readily seen that death 
is here placed in company with certain things, 
namely, " the world," "life," " th ings present," 
'*things to come,"—some of which are blessings 
in themselves; and all of them are represented as 
being in some sense blessings. It is also placed in 
company with persons—blessed persons, as " Paul, 
and Apollos, and Cephas." In what sense could it 
be said to those who are here addressed that Paul 
and Apollos and Cephas "a re y o u r s " ? The con
text will aid us to a t rue answer. The next verse 
reads, " Let a man so account of us as the minis
ters of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God." In the fifth verse of the chapter before us 
we have these words : " W h o then is Paul, and 
who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye be
l ieved?" Thus Paul and Apollos were ministers 
of Christ—that is, His servants, by whom these 
Christians had believed, and by whom they were 
being helped. In the second epistle to the same 
assembly, the apostle says, " W e preach not our
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus' sake." (2 Cor. iv. 5.) Mark 
the expression, "your servants for Jesus sake." 
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Thus Paul and Apollos and Cephas were the 
servants of believers for Jesus ' sake. But the 
Holy Spirit in our passage puts death in company 
with these servants of Christ and His people. 
This being so, it may be said to those who are 
Christ's, Death is your servant. 

This view ot death, of course, can only be taken 
with reference to believers. To those who do not 
receive Christ, death is a tyrant, a king—the king 
of te r rors ; whereas to those who receive Him,— 
to those who are a new creation in Him, all is 
changed ; death is theirs—their servant. 

But it may be asked, Is not death an enemy? 
Yes, for the W o r d says so; yet an enemy is not 
always in a situation to do harm. If you are in 
the hands of an enemy—if he can say, You arc 
mine, then he can harm you; but if he is in your 
hands, or in the hands of your all-powerful Friend, 
then he cannot harm you, but may be obliged to 
render you service. It is just so with death for 
those who arc Christ's—a conquered enemy, re
tained as a servant. 

It would not be well for all the household to 
remain awake during the long, dreary night; so 
this dark servant is used to put them to sleep, one 
by one, until the day dawn and the Lord come. 

What has thus far been said will perhaps be 
sufficient to make plain what is meant by death 
being ours. 

The next question which seems naturally to 
arise is, H o w did death become ours? W e owe 
this, as well as all else of blessing, to the Lord 
Jesus and His death. H e who knew no sin, gave 
His life in love as an atonement for sin,—thereby 
dethroning death, and assigning it a new place, 
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even that of serving those, who accept God's 
salvation. 

W e read that " our Saviour Jesus Christ . . . 
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel." (2 Tim. 
i. 10.) It is not here said that H e will abolish 
death, though H e will do that in another sense in 
God's own t ime; but it is affirmed that H e "ha th" 
done it. H e has abolished it as a king, and de
tained it as a subject—abolished it as a master, and 
detained it as a servant. Precious t ru th for faith ! 

These words to Timothy simply inform us that 
we are indebted to the Lord Jesus for this victory 
over death. A few passages will show that H e 
gained this victory for us by His death. 

T w o in the epistle to the Hebrews are very 
plain and blessed on this. In the former, after a 
quotation from Isaiah, in which the Son is saying, 
" Behold I and the children which God hath given 
me," it is added, " Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, H e also Himself 
likewise took par t of the same; that through 
death H e might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime sub
ject to bondage." (Heb. ii. 13-15.) In what sense 
had the devil the power of death? H e had not 
power to take life—he could not kill people ; but 
he managed to induce man, the representative 
man, to sin—to disobey God, and of course the 
penalty previously and divinely announced must 
follow. This was the nature of the devil's power 
over man; gett ing him to do that which accord
ing to God must br ing in death. I t is as though 
you have an enemy who has no direct power to 
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injure you, but who by some deep-laid plan draws 
you into the doing of that which is contrary to the 
laws of the land, thereby bringing you to grief. 
In this way he gains his point, and exults over 
you through your own misdoing and its penalty. 
This may aid in comprehending the sense in which 
the devil had the power of death.* 

How did God in His grace counterwork the 
enemy? H o w did H e foil him who had thus the 
power of death? O u r passage replies that "as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood," the Son 
of God " took par t of the same," being manifested 
in flesh, " that through death,"—His own death as 
an atonement for sin, " H e might destroy," that is, 
annul, dethrone, or bring to naught, " him that had 
the power of death." Thus the divine Son became 
man, that through death H e might put away from 
before God that which gave the devil his power. 
And having fully done this,— having conquered 
him who had the power of death, it follows that 
death is in the hands of the Conqueror, and there
fore those who are His may say in happy con
fidence, Death is ours. In this way it got in 
company with Paul and Apollos and Cephas, yea, 
all things, in working for good to those who are 
Christ's. H o w mortifying, then, must it be to the 
great adversary to see that which he meant for 
evil used in grace in the service of those whom he 
sought to destroy! And how happily may the 
children of God pass their days in this scene, in
stead of spending a lifetime, through fear of death, 
subject to bondage! 

*I t may be added that the devil has the power of death in the sense 
of being able to portray death, even to the children of God, in a way to 
bring them into bondage, through fear of it. In this way he has ever 
actively used i t since h e got man t o do tha t which brought it . 
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In another part of the same epistle, we get the 
the same precious t ruth, freedom from judgment 
being added.—" Now once in the end of the world 
hath H e appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of Himself. And as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment : so Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many ; and unto 
them that look for Him shall H e appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation." (Heb. ix. 26-28.) 
Here we have the awful situation in which " m e n " 
are,—appointed to death and judgment,—death as 
the result of the first sin, and judgment in view of 
personal guilt. H o w did Christ meet all this for 
those who believe? The answer is, " H e appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." "So 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many ; " 
thus taking them from under that appointment; 
and, therefore, "un to them that look for Him shall 
H e appear the second time without sin unto salva
tion." Hence, instead of believers coming into 
judgment as to their sins, Christ, who bore the 
judgment for them, appears unto their salvation. 
One cannot but be reminded of His own blessed 
words, "Veri ly, verily, I say unto you, H e that 
heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into judg
ment, but hath passed out of death into life." 
(John v. 24, Revised Version?) Instead, therefore, 
of mournfully singing,— 

" H o w long shall Death the tyrant reign, 
And triumph o'er the j u s t ? " 

it is the privilege of the believer joyously to 
sing,— 

"Dea th anil judgment are behind me, 
Grace and glory are before; 
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All the billows rolled o'er Jesus, 
There exhausted all their power. 

"Firs t-frui ts of the resurrection, 
He is risen from the tomb; 

S o w I stand in new creation, 
Free, because beyond my doom. 

" J e s u s died, and I died with Him, 
Buried in His grave I lie, 

One with Him in resurrection, 
Seated now in Him on h igh." 

What claim can death and judgment have on 
those who are thus seen of God as having died 
with Christ, and who are now seated in the heav
enly places in Him? Yet those who are thus 
saved will be manifested before the judgment-seat 
of Christ, and be rewarded according to the fruit 
they have b rought forth. A full salvation through 
Christ, and Christian responsibility, are alike taught 
in the Word of God, and are to be alike main
tained in Christian teaching and ways. But then, 
those who have preached a full gospel, however 
much they have taught and practiced holiness of 
walk, have ever been charged with being anti-
nomian, and therefore we need not be surprised 
that it is so now. 

But I must give a little more testimony from 
the Word, on the question, H o w death became 
ours. The apostle, in the fifteenth chapter of his 
first epistle to the Corinthians, after stating the 
gospel which he had preached unto them, and by 
which they were saved, namely, that Christ died 
for our sins, was buried, and rose again;—and 
after stating the blessed results, he exclaims, in 
the present confidence and t r iumph of faith, " O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
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thy victory? The sting of death is sin, and the 
strength of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Yes, Christ died and rose, that 
those who are His might thus exult over death 
and the grave. H e went down into death as an 
atonement for sin,—went down into death to ex
tract its sting, bearing the full curse of the law 
(sin's strength); and as a proof that H e had done 
it,—that H e had fully satisfied divine righteous
ness and holiness, that H e had perfectly glorified 
God in finishing the work which was given Him 
to do, God brought Him out of death, yea, set 
Him at His own right hand. In this way death 
became ours. Its sting being gone, it cannot harm. 
Visiting, then, the household of faith, it must do so 
in grace,—it must do so in service. In any other 
capacity, it has no place there. This is a part of 
the gospel—a part of the glad tidings which Paul, 
with others, preached. Blessed t ruth to the believ
ing soul! Precious thought—the cross endured! 
and the tomb empty! Surely those who enter into 
the divine meaning of this may joyously exclaim, 
even now, " O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory ? " and not wait till the resur
rection-morning for the utterance of this note of 
tr iumph. 

The apostle John, in telling of the sight which 
he had of the Son of Man in His judicial glory, in 
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, says, 
" When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead, and 
H e laid His right hand upon me, saying, ' Fear 
not, I am the first and the last, and the living One ; 
and I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever
more, and I have the keys of death and of hades. '" 
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(Rev. i. 17, 18, Revised Version?) The One whom 
John saw in such glory was the One who had died 
in love to put away sin, and whose soul was not left 
in hades, nor His flesh suffered to see corruption. 
H e is alive for evermore,—thus telling us that all 
is done, that the keys of death and hades are at 
His girdle, that through His death H e has ac
quired full authori ty over them, that He , the First 
and the Last, has title to put His gentle hand on 
His own, and to say, " Fear not." Death is con
quered, and coming to the believer, it comes sub
ject to its Conqueror. All is in grace to those who 
are dead with Him, for such are " u n d e r grace." 

In the first epistle to the Thessalonians, fourth 
chapter and fifth verse, we read, " If we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God br ing with Him." 
The word here rendered " i n " is the one usually 
rendered through. Though the Revised Version 
retains in in the text, it gives through in the mar
gin as being the Greek. Mr. Darby in his trans
lation renders it through,—"those who have fallen 
asleep through Jesus." Dean Alford reads the 
passage, " t hem also which fell asleep through 
Jesus will God bring together with Him." Those 
who have departed this life in the faith of Jesus 
owe their happy death to Him, and to His death. 
Having part with Him in " the resurrection of life," 
and in His manifestation in glory, will follow. 

Thus, by the light of the sure Word, we are 
guided to the conclusion that death is ours, not 
through any thing in us, or of us, but through 
what grace has wrought for us on the cross. W e 
owe all to the love of Jesus in giving His precious 
life for us. W e may sing,— 
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" H i s be the Victor's name, 
Who fought the fight alone ; 

Triumphant saints no honor claim, 
His conquest was their own. 

" By weakness and defeat 
He won the meed and crown, 

Trod all our foes beneath His feet 
By being trodden down. 

" H e , Hell's dark pow'r laid low; 
Made sin, He Sin o'erthrew; 

Bowed to the grave, destroyed it so, 
And Death, by dying, slew. 

"Bless, bless the Conqueror slain,— 
Slain in His victory; 

Who lived, who died, who lives again, 
For thee, His Church, for thee ' ' 
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"\A7"E may now dwell a little on the blessedness 
of death being thus ours. 

If death be ours—our servant, then we need not 
pass our days here in fear of it. The fear of death 
is natural to the natural mind. This is observable, 
not only where the Bible is read and known, but 
where revelation has not gone. The heathen have 
a great dread of death. A little while ago, I saw 
a missionary from India, who said, "The Hindoos 
have an intense fear of death." He narrated how 
they dispose of their dead. They burn the body, 
and carefully preserve the ashes; and then, on a 
certain day of the year, take them to their sacred 
river, the Ganges, and having put them in a tiny 
boat, with a little lamp, they are committed to the 
stream. The missionary, observing a Brahmin 
doing this to his dead, asked him why they put 
a lamp with the ashes. The reply was, " It is to 
give a little light; death is so dark !" And all the 
tapers of man, all his devices, all his religiousness, 
even in the most enlightened lands, can give no 
more true light than the little lamp of the be
nighted Hindoo. Christianity as taught in the 
New Testament,—Christianity as known in reality, 
can alone, in the true sense, take away the fear of 
death, and enable souls to pass their days in rest 
and peace, free from dread and uncertainty. 

In John viii. 51, 52, Jesus said, " If a man keep 
My saying, he shall never see death." Thus, the 
one who keeps the saying of the Lord, though he 
may die, shall not see, shall not taste, death. Our 
blessed Lord, in taking our place, saw death in its 
dread reality, He " tasted " it in all its bitterness. 
Hence, the reality — the bitterness of death is 
passed for faith. 
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" J e s u s can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 

While on His breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there ." 

If death be ours, then, as Christ could not em
ploy a useless servant, wc cannot pass through it 
without being the gainers; and we are assured in 
the Word of God that we do not pass through it 
without gaining thereby,—this servant being used 
to let us out of " o u r earthly house" that we may 
go to Him who is our all. The Lord said to the 
dying penitent at His side, " Verily I say unto 
thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." 
(Luke xxiii.43.) The apostle speaks of being "will
ing rather to be absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord." (2 Cor. v. 8.) H e says, 
'" For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
. . . . For I am in a strait betwixt two, having 
a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which is 
far better; nevertheless to abide in the flesh is 
more needful for you." (Phil. i. 21-24.) These 
passages have, as we all know, been much tortured 
to make them say what they cannot be made to 
say. Wha t they do say is plain, namely, that the 
departed in the Lord are with Him,—that to die 
is gain,—that to depart and be with Christ is far 
better than to abide in the flesh,—in short, that 
death being ours, we do not pass through it with
out gain, the intermediate state being an advance 
on our present happy, though trying, lot. 

If death be ours through the cross, and through 
being identified with the risen Christ, then, (to the 
praise of God's grace) it may be said that we have 
title to a part with Him in the resurrection of life, 
to the resurrection of which His own was the 
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first-fruits. The W o r d plainly states this title.— 
" Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that 
we shall also live with H i m " (Rom. vi. 8.).—"Now 
is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first-fruits of them that slept Christ the 
first-fruits; afterward they that are Christ 's at His 
coming." (i Cor. xv. 20, 23.) While those who have 
fallen asleep in Christ are thus to be raised at His 
coming—raised in the power and character of His 
own blessed resurrection, those who are alive and 
remain will not sleep, showing that death has no 
real claim on believers, otherwise they would have 
even then to die to meet the claim. " Behold, I 
show you a mys te ry ; W e shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twink
ling of an eye, at the last t rump." (1 Cor. xv. 51, 52.) 
" For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the t rump of G o d : and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which are alive and re
main"—being changed in the same moment in 
which the righteous dead are raised—" shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the a i r : and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord." (1 Thess, iv. 16, 17.) And being 
ever with Him after we are caught up to join Him 
in the air, we shall, of course, be with Him when 
H e appears, and every eye sees Him. Indeed the 
W o r d assures us of this.—" W h e n Christ, who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory." (Col. iii. 4.) 

In short, when the day dawns and the Lord 
comes, death, the dark servant, must stand aside, 
and the righteous dead will rise in the power of a 
blessed life, and the righteous living be changed to 
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immortality,—both be caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air, and go with Him to the Father 's house 
of many mansions, and return with Him when H e 
appears in judgment, and to introduce His millen
nial reign. As no good reason can be assigned why 
H e may not come at any moment for His saints, 
the proper attitude is to be watching for Him. 

I may add that death being our servant, it fol
lows that when it can be of no further service, it 
will be dismissed forever. In this sense, " t h e serv
ant abideth not in the house forever." Of Him 
who rose as the first-fruits it is said, " H e dieth no 
more." H e says, " Behold, I am alive for ever
more." And are we not to be " l ike Him " ? Is it 
not said that H e will " fashion anew the body of 
our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the 
body of His glory " ? Is not all that is mortal of 
the saint to be " swallowed up of life," that is, lost 
in it forever? The Lord, speaking of those who 
" shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
and the resurrection from the dead," said," Neither 
can they die any more, for they are equal unto the 
angels; and are the children of God, being the 
children of the resurrection." In the moment they 
are raised or changed, the saying that is written,— 
Death is swallowed up in victory—is brought to 
pass as to them (i Cor. xv. 54.). Henceforth death 
has no more power with them. They " reign in life 
by Jesus Christ," not only for " a thousand years," 
but evermore; for when the millennial age is 
closed, and all that may be called time is in the 
past, the Word assures us " the re shall.be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain; for the former things are 
passed away." H e who sits on the throne will 

shall.be
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"make all things n e w ; ' ' and those who overcome 
inherit "all t h ings ; " and " they shall reign forever 
and ever." 

" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." 

All this, and infinitely more than a feeble mortal 
can utter, or even conceive, is embraced in the 
t ru th that death is ours. Our full blessedness in 
heavenly kingdom, when the results of sin are 
wiped away forever, will be the outcome of the 
fact that while we were in the midst of these 
results, they were our servants. Our being with 
the Lord in glory will tell out forever that all 
things during our little day of trial were jointly 
working for our real and abiding good. 

Beloved, I would remind myself and you that 
we are indebted to grace, and to what it has 
wrought in the Lord's death, for all this. I t is 
not of ourselves, or of works, that we have this 
blessed portion and this br ight prospect. T h e 
praise is all due to God and the Lamb. If so, 
should not our hearts be won by a sight of such 
love? and ought not our lives to be the outflow of 
hearts thus won? Oh, beloved, surely every 
thought should be brought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ. H e died that death might 
be ours, and that we might not come into judg
ment, yea, that we might be holy and without 
blame before God in love and favor forever. Let 
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us live to Him who thus died for us and rose 
again. It should be our joy to do this. 

" Death and the curse were in our cup— 
O Christ, 'twas full for thee ! 

But Thou hast drained the last dark drop, 
"Tis empty now for me. 

That bitter cup—love drank it up ; 
Left but the love for me. 

' ' For me Lord Jesus, Thou hast died, 
And I have died in Thee; 

Thou'rt risen: my bands are all untied; 
And now Thou liv'st in me. 

The Father's face of radiant grace 
Shines now in light on me." 

O U T I must say a word on the other—the dark 
side of this subject; for whatever has a bright 

side to the saved has a dark side to the unsaved. 
It cannot be said to them, Death is yours—your 
servant. It has to be said, You are death's—its 
servants. They have not availed themselves of 
the gracious provision of the cross, and therefore 
they are yet in their sinful standing, with their 
sins upon them. Hence, death to the unbeliever 
is a tyrant. The same verse which tells us that 
" t h e righteous hath hope in his dea th" affirms 
that " the wicked is driven away in his wicked
ness." (Prov. xiv. 32.) Where is he driven? Not 
to be with Christ. W e have His own word for 
this. Addressing those who rejected Him, H e 
said, " Y e shall die in your sins: whither I go ye 
cannot come." (John viii. 21.) Where does death 
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take the unsaved? The same infallible One an-
swers. After saying that " t h e beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom," 
H e said, " The rich man also died, and was buried, 
and in hades he lifted up his eyes, being in tor
ment." (Luke xvi. 23, Revised Version?) I take this 
to mean just what it says, notwithstanding the 
efforts to explain away its obvious sense. And 
though the wicked will come forth from death 
and hades, it will be no blessing to them, for they 
will come forth to judgment. The same great 
Teacher said, " All that are in the graves shall 
hear His voice, and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation," or judgment, according to the Revised 
Version. (John v. 28, 29.) Thus death, the result 
of Adam's sin, ends before judgment as to actual 
sins begins. The unsaved are brought from death 
to be judged. Mark, it is " t hey that have done 
evi l" who come forth unto the resurrection of 
judgment. They have not received God's salva
tion ; thus they remain in the flesh or sinful stand
ing in Adam, and the inevitable fruit is "evil ." It 
is in the resurrection-state that they fully meet 
God face to face as to their sins, and receive the 
sentence which is due. 

Not only will the resurrection of the unjust 
differ from that of the just in the character of it, 
but also in the time of its occurrence. While all 
are to be made alive by having a resurrection, yet 
"eve ry man," says the apostle, " in his own order : 
Christ the first-fruits; afterward they that are 
Christ 's at His coming. Then cometh the end." 
The word here rendered " t h e n " is the same that 
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is rendered "a f t e rward" in the previous part of 
the passage, and has that meaning. "Afterward 
coraeth the end, when H e shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Fa ther ; when H e 
shall have put down all rule and all authority and 
power ; for H e must reign till H e hath put all 
enemies under His feet. The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death." (i Cor. xv. 23-26.) Death 
will be destroyed in all being made alive in resur
rection. Those who are Christ 's are raised " a t 
His coming; " then, at a subsequent period, desig
nated " the end," death is destroyed, which must be 
in the resurrection of those who are not Christ 's. 

W e get further light in the twentieth of Revela
tion. We read, " Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection; on such the second 
death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years." John saw that " the rest of the 
dead lived not again until the thousand years were 
finished." " And when the thousand years are ex
pired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison," and 
will go forth to " deceive the nations which are in 
the four quarters of the earth," and yielding to his 
deceivings, they meet summary judgment, and he 
is "cast into the lake of fire." Then comes " t h e 
end," when death is destroyed, yet followed by 
judgment. " I saw a great white throne, and Him 
that sat upon it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the 
small, standing before the throne; and books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 
the things which were written in the books, ac-
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cording to their works. And the sea gave up the 
dead which were in i t ; and death and hades gave 
up the dead which were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works. And 
death and hades were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, even the lake of fire. 
And if any was not found written in the book of 
life, he was cast into the lake of drc." (Revised Vcr.) 

Such is the solemn " end." All beyond is eter
nity. Such is the dreadful outcome of belonging 
to death, and remaining under the appointment to 
judgment ; in other words, of remaining in the 
lost condition by nature, and adding sins thereto. 
Tha t outcome, God says, is " t h e second death, 
even the lake of f i re;" and all will come to pass 
just as H e says. 

But H e who has thus spoken has " found a ran
som." His own Son gave His life as that ransom. 
H e went into death's dark raging flood, bearing 
the judgment in His own blessed person, that, as 
the ark made a safe passage for Israel through the 
Jordan, those who accept this salvation might, 
thereby, be taken beyond the dark river of death 
and the ocean of judgment, and be brought into a 
life which these waters can never touch. And the 
love which has done all this,—the love which was 
stronger than death, (for it went through it) is 
ever beseeching all to accept what it has done, 
with the assurance that the worst one who comes 
is perfectly welcome, and is at once beyond death 
and judgment, in a new and blessed life; or, to 
use the Lord's own words, " hath eternal life, and 
cometh not into judgment, but. hath passed out of 
death into life." 

But if souls neglect so great salvation,—if they 
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go on in their own ways, however religiously, and 
refuse God's Christ, as " the way, the truth, and 
the life," how shall they escape? Peath must 
come as a police, to hurry them to their prison in 
hades, to await the coming forth for judgment. 
And God entering into judgment with them, they 
cannot escape condemnation, for no man living 
could be justified if called upon to answer for his 
sins; and as they would not have God's gracious 
way of being cleansed from them, they must an
swer for them before "the great white throne," 
and pure justice must then have its course. Oh 
that men were wise! Oh that they would believe 
God as to their deep need, and take salvation while 
mercy lingers! Oh that those who are saved 
would do more to reach the unsaved! Knowing 
the terror of the Lord, we are to persuade men. 
The love of Christ should constrain us. 

"Call them in—the weak, the weary, 
Laden with the doom of sin; 

Bid them come and rest in Jesus; 
He is waiting—call them in. 

"See, the shadows lengthen round us, 
Soon the day-dawn will begin; 

Can you leave them lost and lonely? 
Christ is coming—call them in." 

May God bless His word to us; and may we, 
during the "little while," walk in the power of the 
truth that death is ours; manifesting, in our spirit 
and ways, the life which we have in the risen and 
glorified One, abounding in hope through the 
Dower of the Holy Ghost. 

{R. H) 
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