


To Believers in Jems meeting in Vietoria Hall, 
Union Street, Friars Street, Blaekfriars Road. 

DEAR BRETHREN, 
I remember with pleasure the happy 

morning we spent together in January last, 
around the Lord's Table. It made me realize 
some of the wonders of that great Salvation 
in which we all share. How we have been 
as Sinners on the same low degraded level 
of corruption and death; and how God has 
raised us together through the precious blood 
of His Son, to the same marvellous height 
of Eternal Glory. 

The notes of the address which I then gave, 
were sent me with a request that they might 
he published. I have looked fhem over, and 
in the following pages, you will find the chief 
thoughts I then expressed. 

Whilst you read them, and remember our 
meeting, you will I doubt not lift up your 
hearts to the Lord for me, that I may be 
strengthened to do what I preach. You are 
often I can assure you on my heart and lips 
in prayer, that He may uphold you, and use 
you in His service to His glory. And may 
He long enable our dear Brother William 
Carter (to whom you owe so much) to labour 
amongst you, and to gather in more jewels for 
the kingdom, out of the filth, and sin, and 
misery around you. 

Affectionately yours in the Lord, 
H. W. SOLTAU. 

Exeter, March 1864. 



IF YOU WOULD "GO WELL,"* 
BE "LITTLE AND WISE." 

Prov. xxx. 24—31. 

Tins chapter of Proverbs is like a table of 
contents, and contains a great part of those 
things which are spoken of in the whole Book. 
It also tells us in what state of mind we should 
be, when we read the book. Agur, (whose 
words are here recorded) confesses that he is 
" more brutish than any man." He owns Kis 
foolishness; and speaks very humbly of himself, 
before he utters the wonderful words of wisdom 
and prophecy which are here given. We must 
also be little in our own estimation if we would 
be wise; and as we get wiser, we shall become 
less. 

Agur having to write about little and wise 
things, must be little and wise himself. The 
Apostle Paul when he wrote an Epistle took 
care to be an example of what he wrote. If 
we talk of Christ, or preach Christ; we must 
remember to live Christ. 



4 

Here are four things that are little upon 
the earth, but exceeding wise. Mark the order 
in which they come, as regards the shewing 
forth of their wisdom. Providing meat first; 
safety next; thirdly, clinging together in 
Brotherhood; and lastly, taking fast hold. 

1st. " The Ants are a people not strong yet 
they prepare their meat in the summer." They 
are little and insignificant, as well as helpless. 
They find their meat scattered all round them. 
They have not to travel far for it, for they have 
not the power to do so; they know they shall 
find it bountifully scattered on the ground all 
about, and they use diligence in procuring it. 

We hare not to go far to get our meat. It 
is all round us. " The word is nigh tbee," 
" the word of Faith.," the word which speaks 
of Jesus. The flesh and blood of Christ are our 
true meat, and our true drink. God has pro
vided this for us. We have but to use dili
gence in taking and eating it. " He that 
eateth Me, even he shall live by Me." The 
sinner must first eat, to have everlasting life. 
Then he must eat to strengthen that life. 
And he must eat to abide in Christ.—JOHN 
vi. 54—57. 

If we feed on Christ we make Him our 
own. He nourishes us, as food nourishes the 
body. If we do not eat food, we become weak. 
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So if we get away from Christ in our hearts, 
and do not feed on Him, we are feeble and do 
not walk firmly and uprightly as Christians. 

The whole life is a life by Christ. " To me 
to live is Christ." " The life which I now 
live in the flesh 1 lire by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for 
me," 

This is now Summer-time for us who are 
believers. The "Winter of old age, or pain, or 
sickness may come. Let us be diligent in 
storing up the word of Christ in our hearts 
and memories now. 

Alas! many an unbeliever who neglects this 
great Salvation will have to say bye and bye, 
" the harvest is past, the summer is ended, and 
I am not saved." 

Now the Gospel is freely preached. Now 
" whosoever will, may take of the water of life 
freely." 

2nd. " The Conies are but a feeble folk, yet 
make they their houses in the Bocks." 

The Ants procure meat. The Conies shew 
their wisdom in having a place of safety. 
They are feeble and they know it. They are 
aware of their own weakness and therefore 
trust not in themselves. They have no horns, 
or hoofs, or elaws, or teeth with which to 
defend themselves. And they are little. 
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We are feeble and little, and we ought to 
know it. 

The Conies run to a place of refuge which 
they have before discovered. They cannot 
hollow out the rock for themselves; but they 
find fissures in it prepared by God; rent 
perhaps by the lightning's stroke. Clefts in 
it made ready for their use. They can look 
out from them in safety upon the Lion or the 
beast of prey, and nothing can harm them. 

God has cleft a Rock for us. The Rock 
of Ages. The storm of His judgment on 
account of sin has fallen upon Christ. And 
the riven side of His Son is a secure dwelling 
place. The sinner, (righteous through faith,) 
runneth into it, and is safe. Safe from all 
wrath due to his sins. Safe from Satan and 
from death. 

3rd. " The Locusts have no King, yet go they 
forth all of them by bands." 

Individually they are little creatures; hut 
gathered together in the hands of brotherhood, 
they are a terrible company; and nothing 
can resist them. They have no ostensible 
king or leader; but they keep together in their 
flight, and pursue by some secret instinct, 
exactly the same course, without interfering 
with one another. They know where the food 
is, and fly directly towards it. 
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Oh, that the Lord's people were more held 
together by the simple but firm bond of 
brotherhood— " All of one "—Of one Fatber^-
Of one life—Of one Salvation—Of one resur
rection—Of one Spirit. Heirs of one glory. 
" For which cause He (Christ) is not ashamed 
to call them brethren." Held together by a 
bond not understood, because not perceived 
by the world. A bond of brotherly love. 
What a strong army would the Church of 
God be, if thus banded together, under no 
other name but Christ! Under no King 
but the unseen hidden one, the Lord! Under 
no guidance but that of the word and of the 
one Spirit, the Holy Ghost, dwelling in each 
member, and teaching each to say, " Abba, 
Father." Much depends on believers keeping 
together " endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace." 

Satan is always at hand, to divide, and so 
to overcome us. To make us quarrel among 
ourselves, and thus to hinder our united 
attacks upon the world. 

Alas! how easy it is to separate. How-
difficult to hold together. How soon we take 
offence. How pride becomes the cause of con
tention : and then the word of God, and the 
truths of God are turned aside, in order to 
justify our very divisions. And the very 
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name of the Lord which ought to bind us 
together, is used to cover over and vindicate 
the separations, which pride and self-will have 
caused. 

4. " The Spider taketh hold with her hands 
tad is in Kings' palaces." 

The Ants, Conies, and Locusts are mention
ed as having wisdom in common. They dwell 
in companies. The Spider is alone. It climbs 
high, out of the reach of danger. If it were 
down tvpon the floor of the King's palace, it 
would soon be crushed. But it uses its hands 
which God has given it for climbing; and it 
holds on aloft, looking down upon the Throne 
and the splendour of the King's court beneath. 

In ourselves we are like the spicier, disgust
ing creatures; fit for nothing but to be crashed 
in judgment. Hut God has given us power 
to rise above even our grovelling state. He 
has given us the hands of faith to lay hold on 
Jesus. We are partakers of a heavenly calling, 
from. whence we can look down, and see 
beneath our feet all that the world prizes as 
glorious and costly. 

Let us hold fast, and individually stand in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free,. 
raised up and seated in Heavenly places in 
Him. 

We will now proceed to notice, 
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" The three things that go well; yea, fourf 

which are comely in going." 

There seems at first sight no connection 
between " the four things that are little and 
wise," and, " the four things that go well." 
But it will be found that there is in reality 
a very intimate one. 

First, " The Lion which is strongest among 
beasts, and turneth not away for any." 

If we would have the comely going of the-
Lion, strong and not to be turned aside; we-
must ever be " little and wise " like the Ant— 
feeding much on the meat provided for us by-
God. 

If we wish to walk well, we must eat well. 
If we would be " strong in the Lord and in 
the power of his might," we must " be strong' 
in the grace which is in Christ Jesus." He 
who feels his own littleness and weakness, and 
feeds well on Christ, will be as a Lion against 
Satan and the flesh. Comely going in this 
life, is never to turn aside for any. To be 
stedfast, immoveable—To make straight paths 
for our feet. Not to give way to the seductions 
of the world—but to stand firm, maintaining 
our path, in the strait and narrow road. Not 
terrified by adversaries—but more than con
querors through Him that hath loved ns. 
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Secondly, " The Greyhound," or as it should 
be translated, " the War Horse." 

A magnificent description is given of the 
comely going of the War Horse in the book of 
Job.—xxxix. 19—25. " He rejoiceth in his 
strength, he goeth on to meet the armed men. 
He nioeketh at fear and is not affrighted, 
neither tumeth he back from the sword," &c. 

The feeble Coney which has its dwelling in 
the rock, will be like the War Horse in the 
battle. The believer who hides himself, and 
shelters himself in Christ, will be fearless 
against principalities and powers, and the 
rulers of the darkness of this world. He will 
glory in tribulation; he will count it all joy 
when he falls into divers trials. He will 
earnestly contend for the faith—and rejoice 
in being counted worthy to suffer for Christ. 

The Apostle Paul counted not his life dear 
unto him, that he might finish his course 
with joy. He endured hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. 

Uiirdly, " The He Goat" puts himself at the 
bead of the flock when he sees that danger is 
near; and also leads it to the pastures. 

If like the Locusts, you know the bond 
which has united you together as "holy 
brethren;" you will each seek to put yourself 
foremost in case of danger, and to protect the 
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feeble of the flock. Your brotherly love will 
make you try to shield others; and also you 
will desire to lead them into the green pastures 
-of the word, and by the peaceful waters of the 
river of life. You will tread in the steps of the 
good shepherd, and thus become ensamples to 
the flock. 

Fourthly, " A King against whom there is 
no rising up." 

If you hold fast like the spider, and abide 
on high in your heavenly calling, looking 
down upon the vanities and glories of the 
earth, and not mingling with them, you will 
be a king in the true sense of the word. You 
will have a royal demeanour. True dignity 
consists in not yielding to self-will, and the 
tataptati&ns &i the world. TA\& g/wit isss, is 
always the humble man. He is little and wise. 

lie comes out of the wilderness like pillars of 
smoke—He is weak, yet stroug. He is help
less, yet a king. He is lowly, and yet is raised 
up, and seated in heavenly places in Christ 
—A king in resurrection against whom there 
is no rising up of the flesh to overpower, or of 
Satan to overcome him, or of the world to 
ensnare him. 

In conclusion let us remember that the 
eating of the meat stands first; and that we 
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must be little and wise before we can go well, 
and be comely in going. 

The lowliness of Jesus, was the step to the 
exaltation of Jesus. I taL. ii. He humbled 
Himself, and He has the name which is 
above every name. His being lifted up upon 
the cross, was His way to the throne of glory. 
And He has given us an example that we 
should follow His steps. 

We shall be enabled by the power and 
help of the Holy Spirit to follow Him, if we 
feed much upon His flesh and blood, and if 
His words abide in us. 


