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‘ MILLENNIUM\

@zab assist 1x. @1511 fisshns cxxxi. ; cxxxiii. ; cxxxiv. * ‘

THE passages which I have now read, direct our minds

to a far different subject from that which we have

recently been considering. We have lately been con

sidering those parts of Scripture which relate to that

still future period of Israel’s evil history, when, after

having returned in hardened unbelief to the Land of

their fathers, they will there stand as a witness—not of

Truth—not of that which God’s hand can accomplish

for blessing, but a witness of that which Satan can

cause the human heart to dare in evil—a witness too of

the righteous judgments of God, when He will “plead

with them with an outstretched arm, and with fury

poured on .” Jerusalem is indeed to be finally, “a

praise in the earth "—her “ walls are to be Salvation,

and her gates Praise’ ’; but before that hour comes she

is to be the focus of the earth’s evil—the city spiritually

called Sodom and Egypt—the city in which Antichrist

will reign—the city where the Witnesses of God shall

bear their last sackcloth testimony against the earth’s

evil—the place where the proud power of man will

quench that last light of rejected testimony just at the

very moment when the light of the Day of God is about
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to dawn. Such has been the subject of the passages we

have been recently considering. But the words which

I have now read to you from Isaiah belong to a far

different scene. They belong to the hour when the

Redeemer shall have come out of Zion, and turned away

unrighteousness from Jacob, (Rom. xi. 26.)—when

“ Zion shall have been redeemed with judgment,” and

“Jerusalem be called the city of righteousness, the

faithful city.” To her these words are spoken: “Arise,

shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord

is risen upon THEE: for behold, the darkness shall

cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples: but the

Lord shall arise upon THEE, and his glory shall be

seen upon THEE”—distinctively upon thee, at the mo

ment when darkness shall be resting upon all the earth

besides. Jerusalem shall be light when the rest of the

nations are darkness, and peoples that have not heard

the fame nor seen the glory of the God of Israel, shall

learn respecting both, through the lips of forgiven Israel.

(Isaiah lxvi.) “Her righteousness shall go forth as

brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that

burnet .” .

And observe how great the glory whfch this chapter

describes as the portion of Jerusalem: how unlike the

place hitherto assigned in the earth to the Truth and to

the servants of Jesus of Nazareth! “The Gentiles

shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of

thy rising.” Nations shall hear and bow down. All

throughout the world shall own that God hath chosen

Israel and Jerusalem. They shall he the centre of

the earth’s government. Wisdom, strength, glory,

shall be acknowledged to be there. The good things of

creation—all that is beautiful or precious among the
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things of earth—the gold, the silver, the precious stones,

the frankincense, the cedar wood, the marble—things

which now the evil hand of man grasps, that he might

therewith glorify himself and serve Satan, will then be

gathered around Israel, to be used by them only for the

Lord. All the order and arrangement of life amongst

them, whether social, or civil, or religious, shall bear

the impress of holiness unto the Lord (see Zech. xiv.

20); and therefore when the multitude of camels and

dromedaries of Midian and Ephah shall come and bring

to their gates the wealth of the earth, it shall not be

used for pride and wickedness, as the Harlot of Babylon

will in her day use it, but it shall be used to show forth

the praises of the Lord.

Great personal grace will be needed for this. Man

has hitherto loved to glorify himself. It is no easy

thing even for the saint to walk under the sunshine of

prosperity. Many who have done well in the furnace

of affliction, who have there borne many things and

murmured not, but have borne them to the glory of

their Lord, have failed when placed in other circum

stances, and have shown themselves unable to bear

prosperity. But it will be proved in the millennial day,

that when God’s hand reverses the course of the present

evil age and appoints the path of prosperity as that

in which His people are to walk, that path will no

longer be adverse to spiritual life, but the sphere in

which it will flourish. He who strengthened His

servant St. Paul to be willingly as “the filth of the

world, and the off-scouring of all things,” can, by like

grace, strengthen others (when the appointed time for

the exaltation of Truth comes), to be as “a crown of

beauty—a royal diadem in the hand of their God.”

a 2



6 rsnann’s rnosrne'rs

The path of exaltation and glory is indeed very

different from that of degradation and scorn : but God’s

power is sufficient for all things, and one object of His

dispensational instruction is to show that His “manifold

grace ” is adequate to meet all circumstances, and to

cause all things (when His hand moulds them) to show

forth His praise.

I need not remind you, that there are many other

like passages in Isaiah which speak of the outward

glory of Jerusalem in the millennial day. When you

read these descriptions, remember to contrast them with

the picture given in the eighteenth of Revelation of

Babylon—the City of man. There too, all the available

resources of earth (so far as man and Satan can com

mand them) are to be gathered : there too, will be seen

a mighty system of centralization around which the

civilization of earth is to revolve. There too, nations,

and tongues, and peoples, are to be gathered—but not

for God, nor for Truth. The glory of Babylon is to be

Satan’s counterfeit—his substitute for the City of God

—a place where he will enshrine falsehood and war

against Truth. And what is the symbol by which God

has morally designated this last great City of human

civilization? You will find it in the seventeenth chapter

of the Revelation. There the same city is described

morally, which in the eighteenth chapter is described as

to her outwa/rd glory. A woman, arrayed seducingly,

“ having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations

and filthiness of her fornication”-—“the mother of

harlots and the abominations of the earth,” is the

emblem of that great and influential system which will

morally characterize the last great City of the day of

man. But the Scripture also supplies the symbol of
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that system that shall morally characterize the City of

the great King. “ A woman clothed with the sun, and

the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of

twelve stars ”-—all emblems of glories which have their

origin in Heaven, not in earth—is the symbol. These

emblems are indeed prospective—at least as to manifes

tation. The system of God—in other words, God’s

truth as revealed in His holy Word, is not new mani

fested thus. Faith may discern its excellency and

realize its coming glories; but as regards the earth

generally, it is outcast and in reproach. Men see no

beauty in it that they should desire it. The harlot of

Babylon will be their idol: nor until the hour comes

for Jerusalem to arise and shine, will the Truth enter

upon the hour of its glory.

The principles of God as revealed in His Word are

not isolated, unconnected principles. They form a

connected and harmonious system; and that system

may be denoted by one word—TRUTH. Men indeed

have apprehended little of that system, and what they .

have apprehended they have loathed; and so, in the

stead of Truth, Satan is permitted to construct another

system which the harlot of Babylon symbolizes. But

which will triumph at the last? Which of these two

systems will be established in, and adorn, the City of

the great King?

Great and wonderful as the outward glory of Jeru

salem will be, yet her chief distinction will be found in

her being the City in which Truth is established and

maintained in supremacy in the earth. What is there

in earth so precious as TRUTH? Truth guides to

Christ; establishes in Christ; casts down every high

thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
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and brings every thought into captivity to the obedience

of Christ. “ To this end," said the Lord Jesus, “ was

I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I

might bear witness unto the Truth.” Could Israel be

exalted—could they be made a blessing in the earth

apart from it? Could the walls of Jerusalem be called

Salvation, and her gates Praise, unless she were the home

and centre of Truth? No! Jerusalem may be the

sovereign mistress of the earth, but Truth shall be the

sovereign mistress of Jerusalem. The system of God

shall rule there, just as the system of Satan shall rule

in Babylon.

But TRUTH cannot exist in the earth as an energetic,

influential, ruling system, unless it have its servants.

It has been the fiction of man to imagine that a body

corporater established in the professed place of Truth,

is, in virtue of the place it holds, sanctified, even when

the individuals that compose that body are corrupt.

But it is an idle dream. Associated action is an engine

of mighty power; but the character of such association

for good or for evil, will depend on the individuals who

act. Millennial Jerusalem would soon cease to be the

home of Truth, if her people were not individually true

servants of the King of kings. And here is the im

portance of remembering the Psalms that I have just

read to you. How clearly they mark the character that

will individually attach to forgiven Israel in that day.

What true lowliness and subduedness of spirit are

marked in such words as these—“ Lord, my heart is

not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise

myself in great matters, or in things too high for me.

Surely I have behaved and quieted myself as a child

that is weaned of his mother. My soul is even as a
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weaned child. Let Israel hope in the Lord, from

henceforth and for ever.” (Psalm cxxxi.) How differ

ent from the character which has attached to Israel up

to the present hourl—their brow brass—their neck

iron—they themselves unbending as the oak, and fierce
as the bulls of Bashan. i“ Many bulls have compassed

me,” said the Lord Jesus, “ strong bulls of Bashan have

beset me round.” But then their spirit will be as that

of weaned children. They will be meek and gentle.

They will look only to the Lord. They will have learned

the lesson to cease from man; and will say in truth, “Let

Israel trust in the Lord from henceforth, even for ever.”

Observe too their unity. Of them it shall be said,

“ Behold how good and blessed a thing it is for brethren

to dwell together in unity”—not a pretended unity—

not a unity caused by negation of Truth—not a unity

founded on agreement to differ, but a. real unity in the

Truth—a being “ steadfastly joined together in oneness

of mind and of judgment.” Such unity alone could

answer the purposes of God; for His servants are not

to stand wavering, doubtful, and undecided, in the great

contest that is being carried on between falsehood and

Truth. They are not by mutual concessions and com

promises to sink into neutrality—a neutrality that soon

becomes mdiflerence: but they are to be energetic,

active witnesses to His Truth. How could they be

this together, unless they thought together? How could

they act or testify together, if one declared that to be

true, which the other averred to be false? The Spirit

of Holiness, and the Spirit of Love, is also the Spirit

of Truth. “I have no greater joy,” said the Apostle,

“ than to see my children walking in the Trut .” The

combination of Truth and Love will mark the habits,
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testimony, and service of Israel then. The blessing

of their God will descend upon them in softening

and in fructifying power. The exxxiv. and similar

Psalms, show their power of worship and thanks

giving. “Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants

of the Lord, which by night stand in the house

of the Lord. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary,

and bless the Lord.” Such words will be living

words in the lips of Israel then—not mere expressions,

but expressions that show the real, truthful feelings of

their soul.

I dwell the more on this, because some have stren

uously laboured to depreciate the millennial condition

of Israel; as if, in becoming possessed of those outward

blessings and outward glory, they were to be debarred

from those spiritual blessings now opened to believers

in Jesus risen. These writers seem to think that because

Israel has rejected Jesus in humiliation, and lost the

honour of suffering with the Truth during the time of

its rejection in the earth, they have therefore forfeited

for ever admission into the full heavenly blessedness of

the redeemed. Some have even doubted whether con

verted Israel will have LOVE, that chiefest of all graces

—-that necessary concomitant of salvatiOn; for “he that

loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.” Strange

indeed if they who are to be so peculiarly, in the earth,

the constituted monuments of Divine GRACE, should

not be brought fully and completely into those relations

that GRACE assigns to those whom GRACE has blessed.

Shall Israel when re-graffed into their own olive tree, be

deprived of the results which necessarily flow from the

reception of the sap and fatness of that olive tree?

Shall Israel receive at last the Gospel of the grace of
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God, and be cut off from the results which by God’s

appointment necessarily accompany the reception of that

Gospel ?

It is in the Epistles of the New Testament, where the

Gospel of the grace of God and the results of its recep

tion as to acceptance and final glory are unfolded—it is

there that we learn the blessings that are to pertain to

each individual Israelite when the vail shall be taken

from their hearts. In the Old Testament we learn the

sphere in which forgiven Israel will nationally and

corporately act in the earth: but in the New Testament

we learn respecting the power which will make them

individually what they are as saints, and respecting the

everlasting glory which is to be their portion in the

new creation, after the millennial heavens and millennial

earth shall have passed away. There is one way to

Life and to the Father, and that is Jesus; and he

who receives Jesus, whether in the present or in the

millennial dispensation, is thereby brought unto Life

and unto the Father. And as there are not different

ways of salvation, but only one way, so also there are

certain fixed results of salvation which are the same to

all the redeemed. When the Scripture says, “whom

He justified them He also glorified” : and again, “as

we have borne the image of the earthy we shall also

bear the image of the heavenly,” it reveals no mere

temporary truths—true in one dispensation, and not true

in another. These and all other like statements, which

reveal the fulness of the grace given in Christ Jesus,

are true of the redeemed of every age and every dis

pensation. What the Epistles reveal respecting the

unregenerate heart of man, and respecting the way of

forgiveness, and respecting Christ and union with Christ
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in glory, are everlasting truths as unchangeable as He

from whom they flow.

Turn for example to the third chapter of the Epistle

to the Romans. We there find a description of unre

generate man—“Thcir throat is an open sepulchre,” &c.

No one, I suppose, will deny that this is true of Israel,

of whom and to whom it was primarily spoken. We

know that it is true of Jew and Gentile alike. And then

as to the means of deliverance. Are there two ways

of deliverance? N0; there is only one way, that is,

CHRIST. There is one only sacrifice; one great High

Priest; one Spirit; one mercy-seat. They who are

there known of God are known of Him in covenant'

mercy and grace—the grace of the New Covenant

and all its blessings. But there is no middle place—

all else is perdition. Abel, Abraham, David, Paul and

every one who in the millennium shall believe, are alike

justified through faith. They are not accepted in the 7

value of their own names. They are accepted by the

free grace of God in the value of Another’s name—the .

name of Jesus; for that only is perfect.

But the Scripture not only declares the wag of sal

vation to be ONE; it also reveals that there are cer

tain results of salvation alike true of all the redeemed.

Such passages as the fifth and subsequent chapters of

the Romans reveal what the appointed portion of ALL

the justified is. We are there taught not only that

they have peace with God, but that they are heirs of

his glory—“ they rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

We are there taught that all who through faith, “re

ceive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness '

shall reign in life through One, Jesus Christ.” They

are said, “to be married unto Him that is raised from
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the dead.” The same passage that tells us that there

is to them “no condemnation,” tells us also that they

are “ IN Christ Jesus,”—that they are “ joint-heirs ”

with Him—that they are “predestinated to be con

formed to His image ” in glory. Such are the results

-—the appointed necessary results of redemption. Ac

ceptance according to the love wherewith Christ is

loved, Life in Christ, union with Christ, are the ap

pointed inseparable concomitants of salvation. They

are the consequences of the great fact that he who is

the Sacrifice and the Priest, is also “ the Beloved Son,”

and likewise “ the Second Man, the Last Adam.” The

forgiven through Christ, have Christ, and therefore all

fulness, as their portion. The blessed truth revealed in

the fifth of Romans, that all the justified are united

with Christ as the last Adam, and that therefore they

are brought into the glories of the new creation, is not

a mere occasional truth—true in one dispensation, and

not in another. It is the fixed appointment of God in

Christ, for which all the redeemed of EVERY dispen

sation shall, in the ages to come, bless the riches of his

grace for ever. The millennial saints will be Christians

in the same sense in which we are Christians. They will

be reconciled through the same atoning blood as we: they

will have the same everlasting Priest: they will have

life in Christ risen: they will have within them “the

new man created according to God”: they will receive

the same Holy Spirit (for without it they could in

nothing please God) : they will have the same union

with Christ as the last Adam: the same final change

consequent on that union: so that as they have borne

whilst on earth the image of the earthy Adam, they

will finally bear the image of the heavenly. The New

B
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Testament reveals these things as the necessary conse

quences of salvation. Therefore to exclude from these

consequences is to exclude from salvation. The Scrip

ture reveals only one salvation. Shall we venture to

affirm that there is another ?

How then can it be said, as some do say, that there

will be millions of believers in the millennial earth,

sanctified by the blood of Christ as we are, who will yet

never “reign in life ” as we shall P Such is the doctrine

of many. They say that converted Israel and the rest

of the millennial saints will have forgiveness of sins

indeed, but not union with Christ as We have. They

allow that converted Israel will be redeemed, but deny

that they will thereby be brought into the Church or

into the Church’s glory. Strange doctrine this! Until

now, it has been thought that “the Church” in its

eternal and heavenly sense, included all the redeemed—

that it was, in fact, the eternal name of the redeemed.

But now, it seems, we are to unlearn this—We are to

believe that the greater part of the redeemed (for all the

saints of the Old Testament as well as those of the

millennium, are excluded by this system), do not belong

to the Church at all. According to this system, Israel,

when they believe, will find that they have forfeited for

ever the chief results of redemption; and Christ will

be divided, that is to say, He will pertain in all His

fulness to some only, viz., the saints of the present

dispensation: but on the saints of the Old Testament

and on converted Israel in the millennium, part only

of his oflices will bear. They are to be partakers of

part only of the riches that are in Him.

But is this what the eleventh of the Romans teaches

us? Do not we, Gentile believers, derive our present
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fatness from being graffed into Israel’s olive tree?

And are not they, when at last the vail shall be taken.

from their hearts, to be graffed again into that same

olive tree? How could this be, if we, by being grafi'ed

into it become partakers of the Church’s final blessings,

whilst they though re-grafi‘ed into it, are excluded from

those blessings? In that case it would be a different

tree—not the same. But the Scripture declares that it

is the same.

And how strange the thought that the special and

distinctive blessings of redemption should only be given

to (comparatively) a few of the redeemed—and not

only to a few but to a feeble failing few, as they to

whom the testimony of Christ’s truth among the Gen

tiles has been committed, have been and are. Grace, it

is true, exalts the unworthy; yet still it would be a

strange thing for those whom grace called, and made

practically faithful also, amongst Israel of old (such as

Abraham, and Job, and Moses, and David, and Daniel)

and for those whom grace shall call in Israel to come,

—it would be a strange thing for such to be excluded

in Heaven from blessings to be granted to the present

failing Gentile body. Grace loves to widen, not to

narrow the circle of its blessings. To exclude there

fore any of the redeemed from the Church and the

Church’s proper glory, is, I repeat, a strange thought,

and as contrary to the plain declarations of Scripture

as anything that was ever devised by the mind of man.

May you beware of this rock. It is one that has

fatally obstructed the course of many.

If, indeed, the rest and joy of the millennium were

to be the final portion of Israel—if the Church of the

first-born, who rise in the first resurrection, were to be
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admitted into mansions of heavenly glory, but Israel,

limited to earth and to the flesh for ever, then, indeed, it

might truly be said, that they were excluded from the

Church’s proper blessings. But Israel’sfinal hope is not

the millennium. The millennium is neither an eternal

dispensation, nor one of perfect blessing. The scene of

the millennium will not be that new earth, in which

righteousness shall find an everlasting home, but its

sphere will be this present Adamic earth : and Israel in

it, though sanctified and blessed, will be still in bodies

of flesh and blood, with indwelling sin still in them,

against which they will have to watch. They will still

feel the force of those words, “ the flesh lusteth against

the Spirit, and the Spirit against the fles .” They will

feel it the more, because when Satan will no longer be

present to tempt, and when the course of the age, instead

of seducing from God, will rather lead to him, the viru

lence of that evil principle within, which still tempts

and entices to sin and struggles against God, will be

more consciously felt and appreciated. Decay, corrup

tion, sin, death, though repressed during the millennium,

will not be cxtirpated; and how different is repression

from extirpation ! Death, we are told, is the last enemy

destroyed; and although Israel will, through grace,

remain faithful to the end, and be exalted in the earth

Without being thereby tempted to lift themselves up

against God, yet it will be otherwise with the nations;

and the millennial earth, at the close, will be the scene

of an apostasy and of a judgment, the like to which

will never before have been seen. Is such an earth to

be Israel’s final home? N0; like their forefathers, they

will look for “ a City that hath foundations, whose

builder and maker is God.” They will “ look for new



IN THE MILLENNIUM. 17

heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteous

ness ”; and when they shall have been created, the

former heavens and earth, even though they have been

the scene of millennial blessedness “ shall not be remem

bered, nor come into mind.” The Apostle Peter tells

us to look forward to those new heavens and new earth.

The Prophet Isaiah bids Israel do the same. The hope

therefore of millennial Israel and of ourselves is the

same—not the millennial earth, but, beyond the millen

nium—the new Heavens and new earth.

Nor are the Scriptures silent as to the personal con

dition of those who shall enter that sphere of glory in

the new creation. Think of the 15th chapter of first

Corinthians. That chapter expressly treats of the final

condition of ALL the redeemed: and its testimony is

briefly this—that all who are of faith, all the redeemed,

are IN Christ. “ As in Adam all die, even so IN

Christ shall all * be made alive.” Mark the word IN.

They are in Christ as a new covenant Head; and, in

consequence thereof they will all finally be changed—

changed into his likeness, and will then bear the image

of the Heavenly even as they have here born the image

of the earthy. The more closely this chapter is

examined—the more it is considered textually, the more

the truth of this will be made evident. The millennial

saints then will finally rise in the heavenly likeness of

Christ.

N0w think what it is to bear the heavenly likeness of

Christ. Think what it is for every thing that charac

terizes fallen humanity here, as seen in the likeness of

 

* That is all believers, for of them only is the Apostle here

speaking.

B 2
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the first Adam who was earthy, to be gone, and nothing

to remain except the likeness of the Second Man, the

Last Adam. Redemption brings to this. They who

are not brought unto this are not redeemed. “Whom

He justified, saith the Scripture, them He also glori

fied”: and glory is this, the being conformed to the

image of His Son, that He might be the first-born

among many brethren. When God gave to Abraham

the sign and seal of circumcision, He thereby signified,

that separation from the flesh, that is to say, severance

from every thing that characterizes us as children of

the first Adam, was needful to the final blessedness of

the redeemed. Some have erroneously said that cir

cumcision teaches, not the severance of the flesh, but

the improvement of the flesh—but can there be a

plainer type of severance? And does not the Scripture

declare that the flesh is incurany evil, and that there

fore God separates them from it, and from all that they

have known as children of the first Adam below P And

how does he separate them? By the death and resur

rection of Christ; and by giving them union with

Christ in that death and resurrection. It is thus, as

the Apostle teaches us in Colossians ii.—it is thus that

we are “circumcised with the circumcision made with

out hands ”—it is thus that we are separated from the

flesh, and thus we are brought into that new sphere of

heavenly being into which Christ, as our new covenant

Head has entered. May you beware of ever seeking to

depreciate the final blessedness of the redeemed. None

of the redeemed, either in the millennial dispensation or

any other, will ever be “ satisfied” until they awake up

in the likeness of their risen Lord.

Duiing the millennium, the only persons who will
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bear that heavenly likeness will be those who will have

risen in the first resurrection. But the very wordsfirst

resurrection imply that there is another resurrection to

follow. Accordingly, at the close of the millennium,

the millennial saints will also rise in “the resurrection

of life,” and will also bear the image of their risen

Lord; and, in the new heavens and new earth, will be

seen united to those who have gone before—there

forming one redeemed body. It is not true, therefore,

to say that the Church will be complete at the com

mencement of the millennium. “The Church of the

first-born” will, but that very expression “first-born

ones,” shows that there are others to follow after.

“The Church of the first-born ones ” is only a part of the

Church. It includes all who have been numbered

among the family of faith up to the hour when the

Lord Jesus shall return in glory. Abel, Abraham,

David, Paul, will alike be there. Diverse have been

their trials, their knowledge and their experience here

--diverse their dispensational position and privileges;

but all these differences will vanish before that mighty

power of oneness which is found in Christ their Head.

By it they will be brought into equal likeness to Him,

and therefore into likeness one to the other: conse

quently, their understandings, their affections—in a

word, all the inward and outward powers of their being

will be in all alike perfect. Heaven is not to be a

transcript of the differences of earth. These differences

are the very things that are to depart from before that

power of life and unity that has been established for all

the redeemed, in Christ. Do we wish to alter the ar

rangements of God? Shall we seek to make those

blessings which God has made dependent on Christ,
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dependent, not on Christ, but on the condition of our

faith, or knowledge or experience here? Some have

done this. Many have said that Abraham will not be

admitted into the same near-ness to His redeemer as

ourselves; because, whilst on earth, he had not the

same dispensational blessings as we—the light having

been then partial and dim, compared with that which

has been given since the death and resurrection of the

Lord Jesus. It is no doubt true that Abraham had not

the same full communion with Truth that St. Paul had:

but does our admission into the Church—does our ae

ceptance according to the love wherewith Christ is

loved, and the being conformed to His likeness in glory,

depend on what we are in the Spirit, or on what we are

in Christ? If they depend on what we are in the

Spirit, then the Spirit is, in part at least, our Saviour,

not Christ alone; for salvation cannot be separated from

its results. The “great salvation” revealed in the

Scripture has certain results in glory, and they who

have not the results have not the salvation. Shall we

then say that the work of Christ alone is not sufficient

to bring unto salvation and its results? By saying

this, corrupt Christianity in every age has sought to

undermine the gospel of the grace of God. Ever

remember then, that “the Churc ,” in its eternal sense,

means all the redeemed—all of every dispensation who

have been washed in the blood of the Lamb. Remem

ber too that there is no redemption apart from union

with the person of the Redeemer. Remember these

two great truths, and they will be to you as beacons

to guard you against those quicksands and shoals of

error on which many are making shipwreck touching

these things.
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But although the final condition of the redeemed,

when together brought into the new Heavens and new

earth will be one, yet they who are not raised, and,

consequently, not glorified, until the end of the thousand

years, cannot of course share with the Church of the

first-born, the glories of the millennial reign of Christ.

They who rise in the first resurrection will alone share

the glories of Christ, during the time that he is subduing

all enemies. During the millennium they only will be

the partners of His Throne. Yet great as this blessing

is—distinctive as is this honour, it is temporary only.

The power of the millennial kingdom, assumed when

the Son of man is brought before the Ancient of days

to be invested therewith, is to be laid down as soon as

He shall have subdued all things, and destroyed a... last

enemy. It is a temporary dispensation therefore; and

nothing temporary can be weighed in the scale against

that which is final and everlasting. The personal glory

of the redeemed as made like unto their risen Lord—

their “reigning in life,” and their employment in the

government of God, will not terminate with the millen

nium. There are “ ages to come ”—everlasting ages in

which He will show “ the exceeding riches of His grace

in His kindness towards all His redeemed people, through

Christ Jesus.” In those ages they will not cease to

“REIGN in life "—they will not cease to bc kings and

Priests unto God under their great Melchisedek.

Nor will the sphere specifically intended for the dis

play of the glory of the heavenly city, be prepared until

after the millennium. The heavenly city will exist in

deed at the commencement of the millennium, but

during the millennium it will not have the appointed

accompaniments of its glory. The place of its ever
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lasting abode, the sphere and the accompaniments of

its glory are to be found in the “ new heavens and new

earth ” ; and they are not created until the millennial

heavens and millennial earth pass away, and no place

is found for them, Rev. xx. 11. Accordingly, the

heavenly city enters not the millennial earth. It des

cends indeed from heaven, so as to be brought into near

connexion with the millennial earth; but it is not in

it. Just as in Israel’s temple of old the holy place,

Where the golden candlestick was, intervened betwixt

the external earthly courts and the Holiest of all; so the

Heavenly city, where the true candlestick shall be, will

intervene, during the millennium, betwixt the earth

and the Heaven of Heavens. But when the millen

nium has passed, and the new Heavens and new earth

are created, it is seen descending again, and then and

not till then it is said, “ The Tabernacle of God is with

men.” Of that hour it is especially said that she, the

Heavenly City, was seen prepared as a bride adorned for

her husband. At the commencement of the millennium

(which in the Scripture is regarded as if it were one

day) she is termed the Bride, but she is not ushered

into her inheritance—the new Heavens and earth, until

after the millennium has closed. At the time therefore

when the last portion of the redeemed shall rise in

glory, that is, at the close of the millennium, the Hea

venly City will not have entered upon the special sphere

of her glory, and will not have ceased to be called “the

Bride.”

It has been supposed by some, that because “ the

Church of the first-born ” enter upon the Church’s cor

porate standing of glory in the Heavenly City at the com

mencement of the millennium, therefore, no others can
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subsequently be admitted. They have reasoned on the

supposition, that when once a corporate position has been

formally taken, it is impossible that any individuals

should afterward be admitted into that position or its

privileges. But is it so? Take Israel for an example.

Do they not, at the commencement of the millennium,

assume their corporate standing in the earth P Are they

not at that time regarded as the earthly Bride, married

unto the Lord their God? “Thy Maker is thy Hus

band,” [15. liv. 5. See also Is. lxii. 5.] “Thou shalt

call me Ishi,” zle. my husband, [Hosea “Iwill

betroth thee unto me for ever, [Hosea ii.] Such is the

corporate relation of Israel to their God at the com

mencement of the millennium. But millions of indi

viduals will be added to Israel and be made partakers

of their privileges as the millennium proceeds. It is,

therefore, untrue that the possession of a corporate

standing necessarily forbids the addition of individuals.

Abundant examples of the reverse may be found both

in the arrangements of men and of God. In the per

sonal glory of “ the Church of the first-born,” the mil

lennial saints will see an example and pledge of their

own personal glory: in the collective glory of the

Heavenly City, they will see an example and pledge

of that collective glory which they will finally inherit

in the new heavens and new earth.

After the Scripture has described the introduction of

the Heavenly City into the new earth, revelation ceases.

Beyond that period we cannot go, for Scripture is silent.

Of the New Heavens and New Earth however we can

confidently say that they will be perfect according to

the perfectness of Christ and of God. Nothing that is

of the likeness of the first Adam will be found there.
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This present earth was formed in adaptation to the first

Adam who was taken from it; but the new Earth will

be made in adaptation to the glory of Him who is the

Lord from Heaven. Nothing in the new earth will be

unworthy of the heavenly glory of Christ nor of the

heavenly glory of the redeemed. Nothing in it will be

unsuited to the unearthly glory and holiness of the

Heavenly City. It will be as much adapted to the

existence of spiritual and glorified bodies, as this earth

is adapted to the existence of earthly bodies. Yet this

is not the only sphere of the glory of the redeemed.

They will have other glories, other mansions in their

Father’s house, above the heavens. “ The name of their

God, and the name of the City of their God,” and the

new name of Christ, their Saviour, will alike be written

on them. In other words, they shall have title of access

not only to the Heavenly City and new earth, but also

into that circle of glory which pertains to God as God,

and into that circle of glory which pertains to Christ as

the Son of man risen and glorified and made the Head

over all things. The prayer of the Lord Jesus as re

corded in the seventeenth of John embodies the same

truth. True heavenly unity—true heavenly glory is

there declared to be the final portion of all who should

believe. The words “bone of his bone, and flesh of

his flesh,” involve the same truth. Indeed He who has

Christ has all things. And is not Christ the portion of

all the redeemed?

We must fail in a proper apprehension of revealed

Truth if we err respecting the final condition of the

redeemed. Hence the importance of seeing that the

millennium is not the final sphere. The millennial

earth is not the place where the redeemed family of
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God are to be knit into their final unity of blessing.

It is not the place where the flesh will cease to be. It

is not the place where the glory of the Bride of the

Lamb is to be displayed. It is not “ the dispensation of

the fulness of times” for (619) which, says the Apostle,

God “ hath headed up for Himself all things in Christ.”

The joy of the millennium, like the wine at the mar

riage-feast of Cana, will fail, for black apostasy will

mark its close. What if there were no one able to say,

“Behold, I make all things new”? What if the Son

of Man were not also the living God? But He is; and

therefore there will again spring light out of darkness

—joy out of sorrow—life out of death. All will then

be ready to say, “Thou hast kept the good wine until

now.” It will be joy greater than all former joys—

joy too that will never pass away or be in any wise

impaired, for the creature will no longer think, or act,

or feel, apart from the might and all-suificiency of the

great I AM. God will be “all in all.”
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NOTE ON DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE MILLENNIAL AND

POST-MILLENNIAL EARTH.

MANY have found difficulty in distinguishing between

the millennial heavens and earth and the New Heavens

and earth, from not observing that the 21st chapter of

the Revelation closes the subject with which it com

mences, at the eighth verse. The subject of these eight

verses is the “New Heavens and New Earth,” created

after the millennial heavens and earth have “passed

away and no place is found for them.” They describe

also the relation of the Heavenly City to the new earth,

as descending into it. This description however of the

post-millennial state is brief. With the eighth verse it

closes: and with that verse the chapter (had it been

rightly divided) would have ended; and with the fol

lowing, that is the nlntk verse, a new chapter would

have commenced.

This new chapter (for such it should be) commencing

from the ninth verse of chapter xxi. and extending to

the end of the fifth verse of chapter xxii., recurs (and

similar instances of recurrence abound in Scripture) to

the period when the Heavenly City first enters on its

existence, viz., at the commencement of the millennium,
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and describes its relation to the earth during the mil

lennium. This is just what we might expect. The

Heavenly City holds a certain relation to the millennial

earth as well as to the post-millennial. We might

expect therefore that its relations to both would be

described. Its relation to the new and perfected earth

is first described: and afterward instruction is given as

to the previous relations of the same Heavenly City to

an earth not perfected. A proof of this distinction may

be found in such a verse as the following— “ The leaves

of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” (xxii. 2.)

This “healing” must refer to the millennial earth, for

in the New Earth there will be no “healing” needed.

Again, we read that “the nations shall walk by means

of the light thereof/"t (xxi. 24.) and, “the kings of the

earth do bring their glory and honour unto it.” (24.)

This will be true in the millennial earth, but in the

new earth we read neither of nations nor their kings.

“Former things will have passed away.”

In Isaiah lxv. we find a similar instance of recurrence

to the millennial period, after the creation of the New

Heavens and Earth had been referred to. In the 15th

verse of that chapter rebellious anti-christian Israel is

addressed—“The Lord God shall slay thee (rebellious

Israel), and shall call His servants (forgiven millennial

Israel) by another name; that he who blesseth himself

in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth: and

he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of

truth: because the former troubles are forgotten, and

because they are hid from mine eyes.”

 

' Such is the true reading. See Tregelles' Corrected Greek

Text.
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Of the truth of this forgetfulness of former troubles,

two great proofs are to be given. The great, final, and

everlasting proof is the creation of “the New Heavens

and Earth,” and accordingly this is mentioned first.

“ For behold I create* new heavens and a new earth,

and the former shall not be remembered nor come into

mind.” This is the post-millennial hope of Israel.

It is our hope also. See 2 Peter 13. But are Israel

to wait until the creation of the “New Heavens and

Earth” before they can say that joy and gladness is their

portion ? No; at the commencement of the millennium,

Jerusalem is made “ a rejoicing, and her people a joy.”

They are to be sustained in holiness and blessing (see

subsequent verses) by the hand of the Lord their God,

and therefore they may rejoice for ever (that is with

a joy never to be interrupted however it may be en

larged) in all that their God createth for their blessing,

both then, and when He fulfils His last great promise of

creating the New Heavens and New Earth. Israel have

a title, corporately, at the commencement of the millen

nium to say, “We will rejoice for ever ”; but the

nations, corporately, will not—for among them there is

to be a great apostasy at the close. See Rev. xx. 8, 9.

 

‘ Literally, “I, the Creating-One of," 8:0. In Hebrew and

in Greek the present participle is thus used to indicate abstract

existence, or action when regarded abstractedly, that is apart

from time, &c. It is especially used in respect of God, whose

attributes are essential and unchangeable. These words

therefore are not equivalent to “ I am creating." They are

intended to be ascriptive of creating power without determining

the exact moment of its exercise. Compare, “ the Son of Man

6 aw in Heaven." “They are dead 01' errovm-Ec the young

child’s life." “This is my body To xhwluevov for you."
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It is very evident that the scene described in Isaiah

lxv. 18, on to the end of the chapter, is in the millennial

earth, and not in the new earth. In the new earth,

there will be no building houses nor planting vineyards—

no possibility of death, or of sin, or of curse—no limi

tation of the days of God’s people to the days of a tree

—no wolves and lambs feeding together—no serpents

feeding on dust. All these things, as mentioned in

this passage, will be seen in the millennial earth; but

in the New Heavens and Earth these former things will

have passed away. Rev. xxi. 4.
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NOTE ON 2 PETER III.

ans chapter has also been the cause of difficulty to

some. It must be remembered that it is not always

the object of Scripture to supply minute and detailed

instruction on the subjects of which it treats. Sometimes

indeed it speaks specifically and enters into much detail

respecting the order and character of the events of

which it treats. Not unfrequently, however, it speaks

in general terms, and avoids explanation and detail.

This is especially the case when its object is not to

instruct the watchful and the enquiring, but to arouse

the unwatchful, and to alarm the careless.

This closing chapter in the Epistle of Peter regards the

people of God as surrounded by the delusions and false

hoods of the last days—when many scofi'ers shall proudly

say, “Where is the promise of His coming P—for since

the fathers fell asleep all things continue as they were

from the beginning of the creation.” Whilst such

things are being perpetually sounded in the ears of

God’s people, and whilst a corresponding iniquity is

ripening around them, they need to be continually

reminded of the great truth, that although the Lord is

long-suffering, though He may long seem to delay—a

thousand years being with Him as one day, yet that the

Day of the Lord shall come at last, and that in that day

all present things shall be dissolved and pass away.
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The mere statement of this great truth in general

language is sufficient to guard against the seductions of

the scofi'er. His assertion is to be confronted with this

solemn declaration of God. It is true indeed, that if

we were limited to the instruction supplied in this

passage, we should know nothing respecting the millen

nium; nor anything respecting the order of events in

“ the Day of the Lord.” We should not know whether

the dissolution spoken of took place at the commence

ment, or at the end of that day. We should not know

whether it were a prolonged period, or the reverse.

Respecting all such things we should have been left in

ignorance—the object of the passage being, not to inform

as to detatil, but to arouse and warn.

From other parts of Scripture however we find that

“ the Day of the Lord” is the name for an extended

period. Just as the expression “man’s day” is used '

of this present age; so “the Day of the Lord” is an

expression appropriated to that period during which

Christ shall, manifestly and confessedly, be employing

His glorious power in order to subdue all enemies.

From abundant passages in the Prophets, we know that

this visitation of the earth by the power and majesty of

Christ, is to be a prolonged period. [See, for example,

the use of the words, “in that day,” in Zech. xiv.

throughout] From the New Testament we learn that

it is to be definitely a thousand years.

The moment when the Day of the Lord first breaks

on a rebellious and ungodly world, will be a time of

terror and of fiery judgment. “ The sun shall be dark

ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the

stars shall fall from Heaven. (Mark xiii. 25.) “They

shall sayto the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills,

Cover us.” (Luke xxiii. 30.) “The Lord shall be

D
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revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in

flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not

God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus

Christ.” Thus the Day of the Lord will peculiarly be

at its commencement “ a day of judgment and perdition

of ungodly men." Yet the progress of dissolution in

nature and of destruction among men, will not, at that

moment, attain its final end. It will be for a season

stayed. The terrors which will thus accompany the

coming of the Day of God, will be a pledge and an

example of the great concluding dissolution of all

things : but long-suflefing mercy will not at that time

make a complete end, and the millennial harvest will

be the result of that long-suffering, when millions will

be gathered into the gamers of God. At the close of

the millennial day, the final and complete dissolution

will come. That is the period of which it is said, “I

beheld a great white Throne, and Him that sat on it,

from whose face the Heaven and the Earth fled away;

and no place was foundfar them.”

And now observe how the language used by the

Apostle Peter in this passage adapts itself to these truths

as elsewhere revealed. The expressions used are “the

day of the Lord IN the whic ” (verse 10), and “the

Day of God IN CONSEQUENCE OF which.” (5" fly,

verse 12.) These are general expressions purposely

widened so as to accord with the rest of the Scripture;

for the dissolution and destruction which takes place at

the commencement of the Day of the Lord, and that

which takes place at its close, will equally be “in” it,

and “in consequence of ” its presence.

Indeed, the coming of the Day of God is the virtual

termination of all things at the very first moment of its

manifestation, and faith so regards it.
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IN considering the future condition of Israel, attention

has often been directed too exclusively to those parts

of Scripture which concern their outward standing and

outward blessings in the earth.

We have already seen that every text in the Epistle

to the Romans which reveals justification through

Christ, and connects such justification with certain

necessary consequences, such as, union with Christ as

a new federal Head, and the reception of the Holy

Ghost and final glory—every such text must be true

of millennial Israel, because they are justified. Like

ourselves they will be “married unto Him that is raised

from the dead” ; otherwise, they could not bring forth

fruit unto God. Like ourselves they will (looked at as

regards their standing in Christ) be in the Spirit and

not in the flesh; otherwise, they could not please God.

“They that are in the flesh cannot please God.” Romans

viii. 8.

Again, if we examine the Gospel of John, all the

essential unchanging blessings therein revealed will

pertain to converted Israel, as much as to ourselves.

For example, as having received Christ they will come

under such a verse as the following : “As many as



34 APPENDIX 0.

received Him to them gave He power to become the

sons of God, even to them that believe on His name:

which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the

flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."

By faith converted Israel will feed on Christ, there

fore they will be included under the blessings of such

a verse as this— “He that eateth my flesh and drinketh

my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.”

Jesus will still be the true vine ; His believing

people the branches. It will be as true of Israel as of

ourselves, that, “apart from Me ye can do nothing.”

They will receive the same Spirit of Truth, otherwise

they could not understand the words that Jesus has

spoken. “ The flesh profiteth nothing.”

They will be under all the blessings revealed in the

Epistle to the Hebrews—sacrifice, mediation, priest

hood, and all connected results. In that Epistle too is

revealed the great and everlasting truth, “that He that

sanctifieth (i. 0. Jesus) and they who are sanctified (i. e.

believers) are all of one [eE évog; onewise, having a

character of oneness], for which cause He is not ashamed

to call them brethren.” If therefore Israel are to be

sanctified in and by Christ (and they cannot be sanc

tified in any other way), then will they be one with

Christ, and be His “ brethren.”*

 

s It is remarkable that of the three texts which the Apostle

quotes to prove this great truth, that all the sanctified in Christ

are the brethren of Christ, the first two are millennial texts

referring to the time when Israel shall have been forgiven, and

therefore emphatically declaring that redeemed Israel are re

garded as the brethren of Christ.

It is peculiarly important to notice the quotation of the
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And although it is the more peculiar object of the

Old Testament to reveal the outward blessings that are

to surround Israel in their corporate and governmental

position in the earth, yet it by no means passes over

unnoticed those personal and everlasting blessings which

it is the more peculiar province of the Ma; Testament

to declare.

Thus the following text from Hosea i. 10, speaks of

converted Israel as the children of God. “Yet the

 

words, “I will put my trust in Him." They are quoted from

2 Samuel xxii. 3, and are by the Apostle applied to Christ. We

have therefore the authority of the Apostle for saying that this

Psalm of triumph and thanksgiving belongs not to David, but

to Christ. But in what sense can Christ, the antitypical David,

be described as surrounded by ravening enemies, and delivered

by a visible intervention of Divine power in manifested majesty

and glory such as the earth has never yet seen? (see verses 8

to 18.) It cannot be true of Christ personally, that He will

thus be surrounded or thus delivered: for he is at the right

hand of the Majesty in the Heavens. These things can only

be spoken of Christ mystical, i. e., of Christ viewed as one with

His believing people ; just as is expressed in those memorable

words, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou ME?" Whenever

the time shall come for the remnant in Israel to be regarded

by God as brought under the blood of reconciliation, instantly

they shall be regarded as one with Christ. Their anguish will

be regarded as His anguish; their danger as His danger. At

the moment of Israel’s forgiveness myriads of enemies will be

surrounding them, seeking to devour them with open mouth-—

but Christ suddenly identifies Himself with them; and then,

all the glorious power of Heaven is put forth to deliver them.

On the same principle on which their sorrow is spoken of as

His sorrow, their deliverance is spoken of as His deliverance.

What can be a. stronger proof that forgiven Israel is regarded as

one with Christ?
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number of the children of Israel shall be as the

sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor num

bered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place

where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people,

there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the

living God.” So also in Jeremiah iii. 19—“ But I said,

How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee

a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of

nations? And I said, Thou shalt call me, My father ,

and shalt not turn away from me.”

Their being married unto the Lord is declared in

Hosea and elsewhere. “And I will betroth thee unto

me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in

righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness,

and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in

faithfulness: and thou shalt know the Lord.” Hosea

ii. 19. See also Isaiah liv. 5—“Thy Maker is thy

husband; the Lord of Hosts is His name.”

The same text in Joel, to which Peter referred in

connexion with the Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy

Ghost, is to receive its great and final accomplishment

when Israel are baptized with the same Spirit, after

the Day of the Lord has come.

The very same words which the Prophet Isaiah

applies to millennial Jerusalem, are by the Apostle

Paul applied to the Heavenly Jerusalem: because, both

being married to the Lord by the Sarah-covenant of

grace, are virtually and essentially one—just as that

part of the family of faith which are now in rest

above, and that part which is yet militant below, are

one. If there had been any essential or everlasting

distinction between those in the millennial and those

in the Heavenly’ City, this commutation of language
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would have been impossible. Compare Isaiah liv. 1,

and Gal. iv. 27.

Some have said that millennial Israel cannot reign

with Christ, because they do not suffer with Him. It

is true, indeed, that they will not share in the millennial

reign of Christ: but what text is there that makes the

living in a dispensation of sufi'ering, or the enduring

any particular kind or amount of sufi‘ering, necessary

to the sharing in that final and everlasting glory which

in the fifth of the Romans is expressed by the words,

“reigning in life “P The Apostles who wrote in and

for a dispensation in which suffering for Christ is the

appointed lot, and also the distinctive mark of Christ’s

true people, often, when referring to the sufferings,

refer also to the glory which is to follow those sufi'erings.

But why? First, in the way of consolation, as when

St. Paul says to Timothy, “If we suffer with Him, we

shall also reign with Him”—tha.t is, though we suffer

yet let us not be dismayed: let us not merely think of

the sufferings, but also of the glory that is to follow.

Secondly, the Apostles speak of sufferings for Christ

as a necessary badge of true saintship in this dispen

sation, when multitudes who profess His name refuse

to take up their cross, and prefer to serve the world and

sin. Thus when the Apostle says, “ If so be we suffer

with Him that we may also be glorified together,” no

contrast is intended with the saints of another dispen

sation. The contrast is only with those who in this

dispensation refuse to suffer the reproach of Truth.

But although there is no text which makes any

suffering except that of the great Substitute necessa/rg/ to

the final inheritance of glory, (else how could infants

who die in infancy be glorified?) and although it is
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true that millennial Israel will not suffer as we now do,

yet it must be remembered that millennial Israel also

will know what it is to be hated for Christ’s sake.

Their first typical deliverance was when all the hosts

of Egypt were seeking to swallow them up—their last

deliverance will be when Satan, loosed for a little

season will have summoned all nation of the earth

against them—“the number of whom is as the sand

of the sea.” Rev. xx. 8. Israel will not indeed become

their prey : but will not their hearts mourn at the sight

of so great an evil? They will not, therefore, be un

exercised about others’ sin. And though sin will never

be allowed to have dominion over their hearts and ways,

yet it will still be in them. They will still have to say,

“In me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing”—

they will still have to “ crucify the flesh with its affec

tions and lusts.” They will still be required to deny

themselves. Their cup, therefore, is not unmingled,

nor will be, until they shall be able experimentally to

say, “ All former things have passed away.”

.
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