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PREFATORY NOTE. 

THE following pagea will, it is hoped, help Bible 

Readers in their studies in the matchless volume 

of inspiration. Could subjects more grand, themes 

more momentous, engage the mind of the Christian 

than those contained in the Sacred Scriptures? 

That the Christian reader may be led, through the 

ministry here offered, to the source itself, there to 

drink more deeply, is the earnest prayer of the 

author! 

W. S. 

GLASGOW, 1879. 
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T H E 

COURSE OF T I M E : 
AN OUTLINE OF BIBLE HISTORY AND EVENTS. 

INTRODUCTION. 
I N tracing the course of time, I would suggest the 
following divisions, which will be found helpful 
to the careful reader of the Holy Scriptures :— 

1. CREATION TILL N O A H — t h e age of unre

strained self-will, or of conscience 
merely.—Gen. iii.-vii. 

2. NOAH TILL ABRAM—the age of public 

governmental dealing.—Gen. ix. 
3. ABRAM TILL MOSES—the age of promise 

and testimony.—Gal. iii. 16. 
4. MOSES TILL THE CAPTIVITY—the age of 

law (Exod. xxiv.), and kingly govern
ment from Saul.—1 Sam. x. 

5. THE CAPTIVITY TILL CHRIST—the age of 

Israel's subjection to Gentile rule.— 
Dan. i i . ; Luke xxi. 24. 

6. CHRIST TILL H I S DESCENT TO THE " A I R " 

—the age of grace to the world.— 
1 Thess, iv. 17. 
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7. T H E MILLENNIUM, OE 1000 YEARS' REIGN — 

the age of glory.—Rev. xx. 
8. ETERNITY—the unending ages of God's rest. 

—Heb. iv.; Rev. xxi. 1-5. 
We have noted merely the commencement of these agea, not their 

close. 

My reader, if you fail to see Christ in any 
portion of Holy Scripture, you miss the aim of 
the Holy Ghost, which is to glorify Christ. 
Whether, therefore, I trace the ways of God on 
earth, or listen to the unfoldings of His eternal 
purposes, it is with wonder and delight that I see 
God acting and counselling for the eternal glory 
of His beloved Son. Christ is everything to God. 
Is He all and everything to thee, my reader ? 

THE CHURCH AND THE KINGDOM. 

The eternal purpose of God embrace Christ 
and the Church. Election secures the persons 
who were individually chosen in Christ before 
the foundation of the world (Eph. i. 4) ; pre
destination connects itself with the character of 
and makes sure the blessing (Eph. i. 5). Thus 
the eternal blessedness and glory of the saints 
in association with Christ are divinely pledged, 
because, as they formed the subject of purpose 
long anterior to creation, so the full and final 
result of that purpose will only be fully displayed 
in the eternal state, after the existing heaven and 
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earth have passed away. In the fullest Scripture 
upon the eternal condition (Rev. xxi. 1-5), we 
have the relation of the Church to the Lamb as 
His wife, and to God as His tabernacle amongst 
men—Israel and the nations, as such, having no 
distinctive place, but all then on the new earth, 
save the Bride, merged in the expression—"His 
people." 

The Ephesian Epistle developes the Church's 
unique place of blessing, privilege, glory, and 
responsibility. The Colossian Epistle unfolds 
the pre-eminent glory of Christ—the Church's 
Head—in the spheres of creation, providence, 
resurrection, and redemption. 

The time purposes of God respect Christ and 
Israel, and subordinately the nations. Israel's 
place of blessing on the earth was the subject of 
counsel from the foundation of the world—not, 
as with the Church, before it. God in creating 
and arranging the mountains and valleys, the 
seas and rivers, did so in special reference to 
His ultimate design—viz., to make His people 
(Deut. vii. 6) and His land (Isa. viii. 8) the 
centre of all His earthly dealings. 

When the sons of Adam were separated and 
formed into families, and then into nations (Gen. 
x.), their inheritance was not to be won by 
strength, or numbers, or power of the sword, but 
was carefully allotted according to the number of 
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the children of Israel (Deut, xxxii. 8). When 
the great assize of the nations takes place, intro
ductory to millennial blessedness, "then shall the 
King say unto them on His right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom pre
pared for you from the foundation of the world" 
(Matt. xxv. 34). In this blessed kingdom, pre
pared from the founding of the world, the Israel
ites will occupy the chief place, then the saved 
Gentiles; as it is written, "Rejoice ye Gentiles 
with His people" (Rom. xv. 10). The new birth 
is an absolute necessity for all who would enter 
the kingdom in its reality, whether in its heav
enly or earthly departments (John iii.). 

The Church united to Christ in heaven, and 
Israel blessed under Messiah on earth, form the 
great centres of all God's dealings with man. 
Oh, it is blessed to discover the glory of Christ 
in every page of holy wri t! Church glory, 
Israelitish glory, creation glory, redemption glory, 
unite in having Him as their one blessed centre. 

SCRIPTURE ACCOUNT OF CREATION. 

There are two glories peculiar to God—His 
glory as Creator (Ps. xix. 1), and His glory as 
Saviour (Isa. xlv. 21, 22). Creation and re
demption are the spheres in which these glories 
are displayed. "While creation teaches that 
eternal power and deity belong to God alone 
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(Rom. i. 20), a deeper, richer glory is unfolded 
in the wondrous cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There God is fully revealed; there I learn what 
creation cannot te l l—WHO GOD IS, AND WHAT 
H E IS TO ME A SINNER—" God is light," and 
" God is love." A. Saviour-God ! what marvel
lous grace and glory ! 

In the first verse of the Bible we are at once 
introduced into the scene of Divine power, 
Divine goodness, and Divine wisdom. " O 
LORD, how manifold are Thy works! in wis
dom hast Thou made them all. The earth is 
full of Thy riches " (Ps. civ. 24). Grand, how
ever, as the works of God undoubtedly are, 
more* magnificent still, and morally grand be
yond all conception is the glory of God in grace 
to sinners :—" And without controversy great 
is the mystery of godliness; God was manifest 
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on 
in the world, received up into glory" (1 Tim. 
iii. 16). A "perfect conscience," "eternal re
demption," and " eternal glory," are present 
and abiding fruit to all who believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

But Creation has its glories. " The heavens 
declare the glory of God" in power, " the fir
mament showeth His handy-work" in wisdom, 
and the earth He has stored with the proofs of 
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His goodness. " W h a t can I see, 0 God, in 
Thy creation but miracles and wonders?" 
Strange were it not so, for all things were 
created to display the glories of Christ. Is not 
Jesus the theme of creation's song and story? 
O yes; creation and redemption-glories alike 
centre in the Lamb of God. 

Creation is not ascribed to the Father, but to 
" God who created all things by Jesus Christ" 
(Eph. iii. 9), who is the Son of God's love (Col. 
i. 13), the life of all creation (John i. 3, 4), and 
the sustainer and upholder of all things (Col. i. 
17, Heb. i. 3). Thus the related glories of crea
tion and providence hang upon the Son. The 
divine glories of the Son are unfolded in the 
Epistles and Gospel of John ; the heavenly 
glories of the Son are opened up to us in He
brews i.; while the human glories and dignities 
of the Son are the subjects treated of in chap
ter ii. As to the place of the Holy Spirit in 
the mighty work of creation we read—" By His 
Spirit He hath garnished the heavens (Job 
xxvi. 13), and in Gen. i. 2 the Spirit is seen 
brooding over the /iark and watery waste—a 
ruined scene indeed—but a fitting sphere for 
future creative operations. In Gen. i. 26, the 
Godhead is seen in full divine counsel. " Let 
us make man in our image, after our likeness." 

Our Christ—the Christ of God—has native 
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and acquired glories in respect to creation. All 
are His as Creator (Col. i. 16); as Son (Heb. i. 4); 
as Man (Ps. viii.); as Purchaser (Matt. xiii. 44); 
as Redeemer (Eph. i. 14). 

The learned and laborious Irish prelate, Arch
bishop Usher, had no authority whatever for 
measuring time from the creation of the " Hea
ven and the Earth." The date, B.C. 4004, head
ing our Bibles, is wrongly placed, for neither 
Scripture nor science informs us of the age of 
the earth as originally created. Measures of 
time date from the creation of man, thus—" All 
the days that Adam lived were nine hundred 
and thirty years, and he died" (Gen. v. 5); this 
is the first date in the word of God. " I n the 
beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth ?" When ? We are not told, nor are any 
particulars given us. The statement is entirely 
apart from what follows. All that the first 
verse of Genesis asserts is, that in a certain 
" beginning " God created. Matter, therefore, 
is not eternal, for it had a " beginning." What 

.a quantity of rubbish—what a mass of confusion 
—what darkness of ancient philosophy and 

' " advanced thinking" of the nineteenth century 
are swept away by this verse, which really 
meets one at the very threshold of all inquiry, 
Who created? (Heb. xi. 3). 

" And the earth was without form and void, 
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and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters" (verse 2). Here is a ruined state 
indeed—a scene of waste and desolation ! Did 
God create the earth in the condition here de
scribed 1 Certainly not. Matter, we have seen, 
is not eternal, for in the beginning God created, 
and certainly the earth was not created in chaos 
and ruin. Perfection is stamped upon all the 
doings of God. " H i s work is perfect." The 
second verse of Genesis, therefore, describes the 
condition of the earth at a period subsequent to 
its creation. How it got ruined by Satan, or 
how long it existed in its original state of per
fection, or in its ruined condition, we are not 
told, and to speculate were worse than .useless. 

Take, then, the first verse of Genesis as a 
separate and entirely independent statement, 
and verse two as descriptive of the earth's con
dition when brooded over by the Spirit of God 
—planning and arranging all for the glory of 
God and the blessing of man. See how per
fectly this meets the conclusions of the man of 
science ! We are told that the various and suc
cessive strata in the bowels of the earth demand 
for their formation enormous periods far beyond 
the age usually ascribed to the earth. "Well, be 
it so; dates have to do with man and his 
history; not creation and its history. Between. 
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verses one and two there is room left for theory 
or fact requiring any length of time. " The 
Scripture cannot be broken," and so the Pro
phet (Isaiah) and the Law-giver (Moses) unite 
in one testimony as to the original creation of 
the earth, and the state it was subsequently 
reduced to. " For thus saith the LORD that 
created the heavens, God Himself that formed 
the earth, and made it, He established it, He 
created it not in vain (or void), He formed it to 
be inhabited " (Isa. xiv. 18). Moses, in describ
ing the ruined earth, says it was "void;" Isaiah, 
expressly declares that God did not create it so. 

The progressive character and infinite good
ness of the six days' work have elicited many a 
note of admiration from friends and foes of 
divine revelation. How wonderful the adap
tation ! How skilful the arrangement! How 
unique the design ! How perfect the plan ! 
" The works of the LORD are great, sought out 
of all them that have pleasure therein. His 
work is honourable and glorious. . . . He 
hath made His wonderful works to be remem
bered" (Ps. cxi. 2, 4). God was the architect, 
and God the builder of this world, which He 
hath given to the children of men (Heb. iii. 4 ; 
Ps. cxv. 16). 

In the course of the first three days' work we 
meet with the word " called " five times (verses 
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5-10), while it is not again used throughout the 
chapter. In those days the ground-work, so to 
speak, was laid in which the life, beauty, and 
bountifulness of creation were to be displayed. 
Thus (1) the " day" ruled by the glorious sun; 
(2) the "night" by the moon's pale l ight; 
(3) " Heaven," set in jewels of gold, and 
adorned with countless glories, and with bird and 
fowl, swift of wing and rare in beauty, flying in 
the midst; (4) "Earth," with its hidden treasures 
and "precious gifts" for man and beast; and 
(5) the " Sea," teeming with life and fruitful in 
blessing, are each distinctly named by God'. 
Distinctions such as these are not unimportant. 
The second half of the week wras occupied in 
furnishing and adorning these, and filling the 
scene with life. 

The whole work was crowned by the creation 
of the man who was set in the midst as centre 
and lord. In the new creation we have the 
order reversed; first, the Man Christ Jesus, risen 
and glorified, is set in heaven as centre and head 
of God's new creation, and later on, the gather
ing together of all things in the heavens and 
earth—we as joint-heirs (Rom. viii. 17). 

The future created scene will be one well 
worthy of Christ and of His finished work. 
What shall be done unto the man whom God 
delighteth to honour? The present place of 
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Christ—on the Father's Throne, at God's Eight 
Hand—and the future system of glory, widening 
and extending as the ages roll on, display who 
and what Christ is, and what the value of His 
atoning work to God. 

I have not the least doubt as to the days 
being days of hours, as it is six times repeated, 
"The evening and the morning were the . . . 
day." Why should a Christian force the 
language of Scripture % The truth is that the 
attempt to make the days lengthened periods is 
merely playing into the hands of the sceptic and 
unbeliever. The root of this blunder is in the 
effort to reconcile Scripture with the results of 
modern science. Scripture needs not the rude 
hand of man to prop it up. I ts living and 
imperishable pages are there: search them; scan 
with microscopic minuteness the divine records 
and you will find in the infinite perfection of the 
Word of God a fulness, precision, and exactness 
of statement scarcely conceivable. Moreover, 
this forced interpretation fails, even, to satisfy 
those whom it is specially designed to meet. 
The geologist cannot find in the beautiful order 
of the earth's strata, an exact answer to the 
successive six days' work: Oh, how very sim
ple Scripture is to the Spirit-taught Christian! 
A child may feed on its green pastures, while 
the brightest intellects are instructed by its 
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weighty and profound truths. After all, there 
need be no difficulty, as we have already shown 
that there is abundant room left for the longest 
measures of time, successive or otherwise, 
between verses one and two of our chapter. The 
evening and the morning constituted the day. 
not as with us the morning and the evening. 
The mode of computing time from sunset to sun
rise will be found the clue to many difficulties as 
to times and seasons in sacred chronology. 

Each day's work was surveyed by its Creator, 
and the divine approval expressed in the word 
"Good," six times repeated, omitted, however, 
on the second day, but occurring twice on the 
third. On the completion of the whole work, 
we have a word of superlative excellence added— 
" Very good." Not until the man was created 
and set in power and blessing over the earth— 
the link between Creation and its Creator—have 
we the strongly expressed delight of God in His 
handy-work :—" And God saw everything that 
He had made, and, behold, it was very good." 
Have we not intimation in all this of coming 
days—days when a redeemed creation will dis
play in grand and glorious result, the glory of 
the Man of Sorrows—the Nazarene 1 Does not 
God's " very good " let us into the secret of the 
divine thoughts when the new creation will have 
" the second man"—"the last Adam" as its 
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light, centre, security, foundation, and glory ? 
0 ! then the divine bosom, the resting-place of the 
Son in the solitudes of eternity, will again utter 
its delights—God will rest in His love. The 
thirty-three years' reproach and shame endured 
by the Blessed One will be answered by His 
reign in life and glory in the scene where He 
suffered. 

The first notice of the Sabbath is in Gen. ii. 
2, 3. Into this rest man did not nor could 
enter. I t was God's work and God's rest alone, 
man neither shared the work nor entered into 
the rest. But blessed to know that man by 
Christ will yet enjoy the full fruit of God's 
creation and redemption work, and will enter 
into God's eternal Sabbath o£ rest. "There 
remaineth therefore a rest for the people of God" 
(Heb. iv. 1-11). This refers to the eternal 
condition. 

M A S IN AND OUTSIDE PAEADISE. 

"And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness" (Gen. i. 26). "Image" 
and " likeness " are terms quite distinct. Man 
is God's " image" or representative in power 
down here. " Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of 
God made He man" (Gen. ix. 6 ; 1 Cor. xi. 7). 
" Likeness" is moral; that man lost when he 

B 
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sinned. Christ is the image of the invisible 
Godj represents Him perfectly (Col. i. 15). 
He is not said to be like God, for He is God. 

Humanity is witnessed in three distinct con
ditions : first, in innocence (Gen. ii .); second, in 
sin (Psalm l i . ) ; third, holy as in Christ (Luke 
i. 35). Innocence once forfeited cannot be re
gained ; as believers we are called to holiness. 

God Himself prepared and fashioned, for the 
moral testing of man, in the eastern part of the 
country of Eden (Gen. i i 8), a garden of delight 
and pleasure, called "Paradise," meaning " a n 
enclosure of delight." As to the locality of the 
garden, two of the least known of the four rivers, 
flowing out from that part of the country, are 
minutely described. Out of this magnificent gar
den-scene of fruit, flower, plant, and tree flowed a 
river, which, parting into four streams, fertilized 
the whole earth. The Tigris or Hiddekel and the 
Euphrates are, of course, well-known rivers. 
No doubt the flood would, to some extent, 
change the face of nature and alter the course 
of these rivers. Be that as it may, the garden 
was situated in the remarkably fertile country 
of Armenia, although the exact locality cannot 
with certainty be determined. 

Man's relationships are the main subject of 
Gen. ii. (1) His relationship and responsibility 
to God flow from the constitution of his being 
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(verse 7). (2) His relationship to creation is 
founded upon the gifts of dominion and lordship 
conferred upon him (chap. i. 26-28; ii. 19, 20). 
(3) His relationship to his wife flows from the 
fact that she was given as " a n help-meet for 
him" (chap. ii. 18). In these as in every position 
in which man has stood, whether in' relation to • 
God or others, he has signally failed. His re
sponsibility in general and accountability to 
God, with the sovereign gift of life from God to 
man, are set forth in the two trees in the garden. 
(1) The tree of the knowledge of good and evil— 
responsibility; (2) The tree of life—sovereign 
grace. In Christ the two things meet—Christ 
in His death settling for all who believe the 
whole question of creature responsibility. Christ 
as risen from the dead also becoming the source 
to all who believe of life—eternal and resurrec
tion life. 

Dominion over all the earth (chap. i. 26-28), 
and intelligent lordship in the earth (chap. ii. 
19, 20), were conferred upon Adam. 

Nebuchadnezzar's dominion and lordship were 
inferior in extent and grandeur to Adam's (Dan. 
ii. 37, 38; iv. 22). 

Christ's dominion and lordship, as man, com
prise all the works of God's hand—the whole 
created scene—the universe of God (Ps. viii.; 
Eph. i. 10). 
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Adam's deep sleep prefigured the deeper sleep 
of Christ, who lay dead because of our sin, and 
who awoke to get a bride, in resurrection-life 
given Him by His Father—bone of His bone, 
and flesh of His flesh, the woman is of the man 
(1 Cor. xi. 8) so the Church is of Christ. Thus 
" the great mystery," " Christ and the Church," 
is symbolized in marriage (Gen. ii. 24 ; quoted 
in Eph. v. 31). 

Adam could not make a companion of God; 
the Creator being infinitely above and beyond1 

him; neither could he make a companion of the 
beasts—they were far beneath him morally and 
otherwise: hence the woman was given as an 
help-meet,—a meet companion for the man, the 
satisfier of his affections, and the joint-heir with 
him in the glory and dominion of creation. 
"The woman is the glory of the man" (1 Cor.xi. 7). 
Their name before the fall was Adam; so Christ 
and the Church have one name, which is "Christ" 
(1 Cor. xii. 12). 

SATAN THE DESTROYER OF MAN. 

The devil, in serpent form, now enters the 
beautiful scene and effects the ruin of man by 
sowing in his heart mistrust of God. Satan, 
previous to his fall, was perfect in creation-
beauty. Ezek. xxviii. typifies him under the 
prince, or rather king of Tyre, and also gives the 
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cause of his fall—"Thine heart was lifted up 
because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy 
wisdom by reason of thy brightness " (verse 17 J 
also, 1 Tim. !iii. 6). Wise, glorious, and beau
tiful, and reflecting the glories of God in creation 
he was not content to occupy a creature's place. 
Defeated in his daring attempt to be as God in 
heaven, he then sought to take His place on 
earth, and mar and spoil the lovely work of God. 
After his apparent triumph in killing the Prince 
of Life he acquired the title—"god of this world" 
(2 Cor. iv. 4), and on the eve of the crucifixion, 
"the prince of this world" (John xii. 31). These 
titles respectively set forth the great enemy of 
God and man as the head of the world's religion 
and the world's power. Devil is always used in 
the singular form in Scripture. Devils should 
be translated " Demons." 

" Y e shall be as Gods, knowing good and 
evil," was the suggestion of the " wicked one." 
In innocence man knew not evil—that he could 
not know; now, as fallen, he knows both good 
and evil, but without the power or will to do 
good; he can only do the evil. Thus in the fall 
he acquired a conscience. Man is not a free 
agent; he is the abject slave of Satan, energised 
and controlled by the god and prince of this 
world (Eph. ii. 1, 2). 

The serpent is cursed (Gen. iii. 14, 15), and 



22 THE COURSE OF TIME. 

this judgment is irreversible; even in the 
blessed liberty of the Millennial days, " dust 
shall be the serpent's meat" (Isaiah lxv. 
25). The ground, too, is cursed (Genesis iii. 
17-19); but not the man. In the judgment 
pronounced upon Satan was contained—not a 
promise to man—but the revelation of God's 
mercy—the woman's "seed," the bruiser of Satan. 
This judgment will be fully accomplished in the 
day of the Lord (Isa. xxvii. 1). Satan will be 
chained up in the bottomless pit for 1000 years 
(Rev. xx. 1-3), then, afterwards consigned to his 
eternal abode, "the lake of fire." This judgment 
will be executed by Christ—the woman's seed. 

From the fact of God clothing the guilty pair 
with coats of skin—sacrifice and righteousness ; 
and, also, from Adam naming his wife "Eve, the 
mother of all living," and that, too, in view of 
death all around, there is proof in this that Adam 
believed God. The name given to his wife im
plied his belief in the blessed truths of life and 
resurrection, and that through the seed—Christ. 
The wondrous truths of sacrifice, righteousness, 
and life are thus early prefigured in chapter iii. 
of Genesis. 

God in mercy "drove out the man . . . . 
lest he put forth his hand and take also of the 
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever." Had 
man eaten of the tree, it would have perpetuated 
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his misery for ever in this world. In the 
righteous government of God, then, the clothed 
pair were driven out, and cherubim—the execu
tive ministers of God's throne, and a flaming 
sword—the symbol of their power, placed east 
of the garden to " keep the way of the tree of 
life." There could be no passage to the "tree of 
life," save as through the cherubim and flaming 
sword; but blessed be His name for ever, Jesus 
—our adorable Jesus—has recovered life, yea, 
eternal life for the sinner through that wondrous 
pathway. If the gates of the earthly paradise 
have been closed against the sinner, God has 
opened to view another Eden of delight, styled 
the Paradise of God. I t s gates are ever open 
by day, and as for night, there is none there. 
On either side of the crystal-like river of blessing 
and life, flowing from the Throne of God and the 
Lamb, stands the tree of life, yielding its goodly 
fruit to the inhabitants of that beautiful land, 
whilst its leaves are for the healing of the 
nations. What a lovely Millennial scene! what 
an exquisite picture! and a true one, for the 
hand of God has drawn the picture, and the 
power of God will make it all good through 
grace, in a quickly coming day (Rev. xxi.). 

How to get to God now became the question 
of the day, and the all-important one for man 
shut out from His presence. Abel fully owned 
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that he was a sinner, and that his life in con
sequence was forfeited; hence he came to God 
on the ground of sacrifice (Gen. iv. 4 ; Heb. xi. 
4). Cain, on the contrary, chose a "way" of his 
own in coming to God, called in Jude 11, " the 
way of Cain." He refused the "blood of the 
Lamb" as the alone mode, measure, and ground 
of access to God, and sought to present the fruit 
of a cursed earth to the Holy and Righteous 
One. Alas ! How many are treading in " the 
way of Cain." The ground of approach to God 
is neither the works, feelings, nor doings of man, 
but the precious blood of Christ alone. 

THE WORLD BEFORE THE FLOOD. 

The arts, sciences, agriculture, city building, 
but with murder and polygamy added, and a 
human religion invented, are then established in 
the family of Cain (Gen. iv.). The world system 
of to-day has gained a step in advance; founded 
by Cain, who murdered his brother, it has 
added to its awful burden of guilt the crowning 
act of killing God's beloved Son. In face of 
these facts (Gen. iv . ; Luke xxiii.), can i t be 
gravely contended that the world is bettering 1 
No, n o ; the poor world, hoary with age and 
burdened with guilt, is nearing its most awful 
doom. 

Seth is born in Adam's likeness (chap. v. 3, 
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see contrast to verse 1)—the likeness of a fallen 
man. God's new family begins in Seth—" ap
pointed," in whom God deposits His testimony, 
truth, and counsel. Seth becomes heir of the 
world instead of Abel. I t is a risen Christ who 
will re-commence God's new creation. I t is not 
said of any of Cain's posterity that they died 
(chap. iv. 17-24); but the simple, yet solemn, 
record left of Seth's family is, that they lived, 
begat sons and daughters, and died. They could 
not flourish, nor be famous, in a scene where 
Abel, type of Christ, was murdered. 

Cain figures the Jews who slew their Messiah, 
and who were doomed to wander on the earth, 
but marked and preserved by God, that is now ; 
Lamech (Gen. iv. 19-24), who added to the sin 
of Cain, represents the guilty nation when re
stored to the land. I t is a serious thing to 
meddle with the Jew now, but it will be much 
more so in the future. 

The only persons in Seth's family specially 
named are:— 

E N O S . — " Then began men to call upon the 
name of the LORD " (chap. iv. 26); that is life 
and lip profession (see Matt. vii. 21-23; xxv. 
11, 12, &c, for the force of the expression). 

ENOCH, the shortest lived of the fathers be
fore the flood, and who prophesied of the coming 
of Christ (Jude 14,15), and walked with God. is 
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a marked type of the Church taken to heaven 
before judgment is executed upon the world. I t 
is only said of two men—both representative 
persons—that they " walked with God," namely, 
Enoch and Noah. 

METHUSELAH, the longest liver before the 
flood or since, lived 969 years. 

NOAH is a type of the future remnant of Is
rael, who will be carried through the judgments, 
and under the Messiah's reign become the centre 
of blessing in the Millennial earth (chap. v. 29). 

Corruption of the truth, and the unrestrained 
violence of men, had risen to a climax. The 
same two evils were seen in Cain—he first cor
rupted God's truth—seeking to approach a holy 
and righteous God on the ground of works; then 
he did violence to his brother—murdered him. 
The state of things previous to the flood is de
picted in Gen. vi., and had its origin in the 
union of the sons of God with the daughters of 
men (for this see Job xxxviii. 7 ; and Jude 
6 ,7) . 

The ark was made of gopher wood, sometimes 
termed " incorruptible wood," because of its dur
able quality. Its size was about 450 feet long, 
75 feet broad, and 45 feet deep. I t was pitched 
within and without with pitch, the same root 
from whence our word " propitiation" or " mercy-
seat " is derived. I t had its door at the side, 
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and its light or -window above, with three 
storeys—man dwelling in the third—all point
ing to Christ, who is both " ark" and " mercy-
seat," and from whose pierced side came there
out "blood and water" (John xix. 34)—propi
tiation and cleansing; the window above, which 
Noah used, pointing to the communion of the 
believer, while the door,—for " the LORD shut 
him in,"—sets forth divine and absolute safety. 
Of unclean animals and birds, a pair of each 
kind was taken into the Ark for the propagation 
of the species; hence the creation title " G o d " 
(Gen. vii. 9); of the clean, seven pairs of each 
were preserved, no doubt with a view to sacri
fice ; hence the title expressive of moral relation
ship " LORD " or Jehovah (verse 5). 

The history of the old world is thus closed up 
in judgment upon man and creation, and in de
liverance for a remnant of both; an awful end
ing, but by fire, is reserved for the world that 
now is (2 Pet. iii.). 

The Word of God is precise and definite in its 
statements as to the entire submersion of the 
highest eminences on the face of the earth 
(vii. 18-24). " I t is written " is faith's warrant 
for holding the universality of the flood in spite 
of the objections of the learned and great, " all 
the high hills that were under the whole heaven 
were covered." 
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T H E HISTORY FROM NOAH TILL ABRAM. 

Noah's first act after leaving the Ark was to 
offer sacrifice, which was to God " a sweet 
savour of r e s t ; " it told of Calvary's victim de
voting Himself even in death to the Father's 
glory, and Jehovah counselled in "His heart" 
as to the blessing of the earth (Gen, viii. 
21) ; agriculture and the seasons (verse 22) 
would produce abundance of food for man and 
cattle. 

Government is also instituted — " "Whoso 
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed." This command has not been abrogated. 
Obedience to the constituted authorities—what
ever the character of the rulers—is binding on 
all subject to Holy Scripture (Rom. xiii.; Titus 
iii. 1). Their blessing, too, is to be desired, in 
order that ours be a quiet and peaceable life 
(1 Tim. ii. 1-4); " Honour the king " (1 Pet. ii. 
17) was written while Nero the tyrant was em
peror of the then known world, under whose 
cruel reign both the Gentile and Jewish apostles 
—Paul and Peter—were slain. 

God establishes His covenant of blessing with 
Noah and creation, " the bow in the cloud" 
being the token to man (Gen. ix. 14), and 
remembrance to God (verses 15, 16); but all 
on the ground of sacrifice. The reversal of 
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Gen. ix. 2 awaits Millennial times, but no 
blessing for the serpent (Isa. lxv. 25). 

Noah, the first magistrate, soon fell from his 
dignity. Instead of cultivating the ground, 
which would have richly yielded its produce, 
he tended the vine to minister to his lusts, be
came drunk, and otherwise disgraced himself as 
a father and ruler in the eyes of his family. 

Noah blesses Shem (Gen. ix. 26), from 
whom Abram, Israel, and Christ according to 
the flesh, sprang; enlarges Japheth (verse 27) 
—the proud and elder son—the root of Gentile 
supremacy, even occupying the land and pos
sessions of Shem which were in the east, and 
curses Canaan (verse 25), reducing the people 
descended from Ham's son to perpetual ser
vitude. All this has been, and is still, won
derfully verified. The peopling of the world 
by families seems to have been God's purpose; 
His saints in heaven and on earth are in that 
way classified (Eph. iii. 15). The settling of the 
people by nations, instead of families, was the 
act of the judgment of God consequent upon the 
Babel attempt (chap. xi. 1-9). 

Nimrod, the founder of the Babylonian em
pire, was the first conqueror in the world. 
Violence and corruption were then, as now, the 
characteristic features of man acting independ
ently of God. 
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Man vainly sought to establish a centre of 
unity apart from God. This was the first 
general confederacy of men formed against God 
and to defeat His counsels; but God in judg
ment brought about the very thing the people 
were most anxious to avert—their scattering; 
their work ended in confusion (Babel), and 
themselves dispersed " upon the face of the 
earth." The reversal of the Babel judgment is 
found in Acts ii. and Rev. vii. The many 
tongues given in judgment in Genesis xi. are used 
to publish the wonderful works of God in grace 
and blessing to man in Acts ii., and to proclaim 
aloud the glories of the Lamb as in Rev. vii. 

The rise of all nations will be found in chap
ter x. There is not a more important chapter as 
bearing upon the world's history and the pro
phetic future. Japheth the elder, is first named, 
as according to order of nature or birth ; while 
in chapter ix. Japheth is named last, because 
the order there is according to the sovereign 
grace of God. The Medians, Grecians, Romans, 
Britons, Russians, are the leading powers de
scended from Japheth (ch. x. 2-5). The Babylon
ians, Egyptians, Ethiopians, and the seven 
nations of Canaan, on which latter the curse lay, 
were the principal peoples descended from Ham 
(verses 6-20). The Hebrews and Persians were 
the chief descendants of Shem (verses 21-31). 
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None of the nations named in Genesis x. have 
disappeared for ever. Every one of them will 
reappear, representatively or otherwise, in the 
closing days, and play their part in desperate 
and combined attempts to oppose the counsels 
of Jehovah in establishing His Anointed over 
Zion and King over all the earth. God and His 
Christ will surely triumph, and the nations of 
the West (Rev. xvii. 12-14), and of the East 
(Rev. xvi. 12), and the powers of the North 
(Ezek. xxxviii, 15), with the South (Ezek. xxxii.), 
the kings of the earth and of the whole world 
(Rev. xvi. 14) will meet their doom according 
to their several deserts. Psalm Ixxxiii. shows 
the ancient enemies of Israel in league for the 
total destruction of the covenant people in the 
last days, but God interferes on behalf of guilty 
Israel then in the extremity of their distress. I t 
is a serious thing to meddle with the Jew, and 
the nations will find it so to their cost (Zech, 
xii. 3). The curse (Ham) and the blessing 
(Shem), with the great moral questions of good 
and evil, are raised and settled by God in the 
historical course of Noah's younger sons; while 
regal power committed to the Gentile (Dan. ii.j 
vii. Japheth), will be found in apostacy against 
God and His Christ in the last days. 

The nations of the West or future Latin Em
pire revived will express their hatred to the Lamb 
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by making war against Him (Rev. xvii. 14). 
Hence they will be dealt with in sharp judgment 
by Christ and His heavenly saints (Rev. xix. 
11-21). In general the North-Eastern nations 
will express their hatred to the Jews (Ps. lxxxiii.; 
Ezek. xxxviii.); hence they will be dealt with 
by Christ and His earthly saints (Zech. xiv. 14). 
The three great leaders—(1) King of the North 
—political enemy of the Jews ; (2) The Beast or 
little horn (Dan. vii.)—head of the revived 
Roman Empire; and (3) The Antichrist oj 
Ecclesiastical Apostate, will each be summarily 
dealt with personally by Christ. 

We may here remark upon the gradually de
creasing age of man, from Shem till Abram (Gen. 
xi-7- The life of man has been shortened by about 
half several times. (1.) Heber, the most aged 
after the flood, lived 464 years, not half the 
age of Methuselah, the longest liver before the 
flood. (2.) Peleg, in whose day the dispersion 
took place, lived 239 years: about half his 
father's age. (3.) In the wilderness, and after
wards, 70 or 80 years seem to have been the 
average (Ps. xc. 10), little less than half Abra
ham's age. (4.) The blessed Lord was cut off 
in the midst of His days (Ps. cii. 23, 24), now 
the average of human life, about the half of 
" threescore years and ten." 

In the line and path of God's elect from the 
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dispersion at Babel till the call of Abram, the 
history is brief, and the notices exceedingly 
scanty, the simple record of the godly being— 
they lived and died. Their ages are very care
fully preserved. If the list of ten generations 
from Seth till Noah (Gen. v.) was necessary for 
the computation of time, of the old world's his
tory, this record (Gen. xi.) also of ten generations 
from the founding of the new world till the call 
of Abram, forms the basis of the chronology of 
that interesting period. Thus these lists of 
names and ages really possess great interest in 
various points of view. Shem heads the genea
logical list of Gen. xi. Arphaxad, Shem's third 
son, born two years after the flood, is the line in 
which promise and blessing were to flow. In 
the list of the generations of Shem we have 
Eber or Heber, from which the name " Hebrew" 
is derived ; Peleg meaning " division," because 
in his day the earth was divided; Terah, father 
of Abram, the first idolater noted in Scripture 
(Josh. xxiv. 2); and Haran, youngest son of 
Terah, the first son who died a natural death 
before his father. 

There was no idolatry before the flood, and 
how soon after Satan succeeded in introducing 
this new and dreadful form of evil we are not 
informed. Idolatry is the worship of demons 
(Deut, xxxii. 17 ; 1 Cor. x. 20). The judgment 

c 
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upon the world by the flood, and upon the 
families of the earth, because of the Babel con
federacy, was taken advantage of by Satan to 
introduce himself as the source of the power dis
played in these judgments. Men readily be
lieved th is : for what will man not believe i 
Satan therefore takes direction of a judged 
world, and gets himself introduced before the 
heart and conscience as the object of veneration 
and worship. The worship of the sun and ser
pent, conjointly and severally, have been uni
versal-—especially of the latter. The wise and 
learned Egyptians, the polished Grecians and 
chivalrous Romans, were gross worshippers 
of an almost incredible number of gods. 
Learning and refinement had not the slightest 
influence in correcting the awful and debasing 
practices connected with their idolatries. Satan 
succeeded in deifying almost every passion and 
lust of man, and rested not till he reduced 
man's conception of God to " creeping things" 
(Rom. i. 23)—that is, like himself. 

T H E HISTORY FROM THE CALL OF ABRAM 

TILL THE CALL OF MOSES. 

God is infinitely wise and rich in His re
sources, and so this wicked and idolatrous 
world, and even the family of Shem, were 
morally judged by the calling out of Abram 
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from his country and kindred, and in making 
him the depository of the truth, and divine 
counsel and promise (Gal. iii. 16), as also the 
beginning and root of God's public testimony on 
the earth (Rom. xi.). Abram, from the character 
of his call, was constituted a pilgrim, a stranger, 
and a worshipper; his tent proclaiming him the 
pilgrim, his altar showing him as the worshipper. 
The first mention of faith in the Bible is in con
nection with Abram (Gen. xv. 6 ; Rom. iv. 3), 
and the first one termed a "Hebrew" (Gen. xiv. 
13) was also Israel's great progenitor. Thus 
Abram became head of a natural and spiritual 
race—the father of the circumcision and the 
father of all who believe. The olive tree of 
Romans xi.—privilege and testimony—has its 
root in Abram. The natural seed (Israel) in 
course lapsed into idolatry, and formed alliances 
with Assyria (Hos. xii. 1) and Babylon (2 
Kings xx. 12-19). For these sins she was sent 
into captivity—into the very country from 
whence Abram was originally called out. 

In chap. xvii. of Genesis circumcision is insti
tuted, and Abram has his name changed to 
" Abraham," which signifies " Father of a great 
multitude;" and Sarai is charged to " Sarah," 
meaning " Princess." Jsaac, " laughter," the 
son and heir, is here first named. Next, we 
have Ishmael and Esau coming upon the scene of 



36 THE COURSE OP TIME. 

history. Ishmael had twelve sons, called after 
their towns and castles, and is a type of Israel 
after the flesh under the sinaitic covenant (Gal. 
iv. 22-31). Esau is a marked type of haughty 
Gentile power in apostacy from God, and in op
position to Him and His people (see Prophet 
Obadiah). Isaac is a type of Christ — dead, 
risen, and dwelling in heaven ; the heir of all 
things. He never leaves Canaan, figure of the 
heavenly places, but his bride Rebekah, jewelled 
and adorned with many love-gifts, is brought to 
him there. Beautiful picture of the calling out 
of the Church, presently adorned with the pre
cious gifts of her Lord and Bridegroom, and her 
future association with Him in heavenly places. 
Jacob strikingly illustrates God's governmental 
dealings, for as type of the Jew he is expelled 
from land and home, and passes under corrective 
discipline, but is blessed at last with peace and 
rest on the earth. Jacob is also, in some respects, 
a type of Christ. He loved Rachel (the Jew) 
and served for her seven years; he was disap
pointed, and got Leah (the Gentile) instead. 
Rachel closes her history with the birth of 
Benoni (" sorrow," type of a suffering Christ), 
but Jacob, in the intelligence of faith, calls him 
Benjamin—" son of my right hand"—Christ— 
the Man of power, making good blessing on the 
earth. 
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The dukes and princes of Edom, establishing 
themselves in power in the world before the 
promised seed, finely illustrate the moral of that 
Scripture (1 Cor. xv. 46); first the " natural," 
then the " spiritual." 

The twelve sons of Jacob, heads of the tribes 
of Israel, and their prophetic history as a nation, 
are briefly sketched from their sojourn in Egypt 
till their future establishment under the Messiah, 
in glory and blessing in their own land (Gen. 
xlix.) in the last days. Moses, too, prophetically 
blesses the people, but that had reference to the 
history of the tribes in Canaan under the gov
ernment of God (Deut, xxxiii.). 

Joseph in exile, with a Gentile wife given 
him by Pharaoh, the Egyptian monarch, sets 
forth God's present actings in grace, while 
Israel and the land are estranged from God 
(Gen. xli. 45). 

Moses, when rejected by his brethren, marries 
a Gentile (Ex. ii. 21); in this, both he and 
Joseph are typical of Christ. Joseph, too, when 
exalted in Egypt, ministered to the world's need 
(Gen. xli. 57), so Moses opened the channels of 
grace and blessing to the daughters of Eeuel 
(Ex. ii.), thus shadowing forth the present grace 
of the Lord Jesus. As to the future, both 
Jqseph and Moses point to Christ, the deliverer 
of His earthly people, who will, after their 
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latter-day troubles, settle them securely in their 
land, according to the unconditional promises 
made to, and confirmed by Jehovah's word and 
oath to the Fathers. 

FROM EGYPTIAN DELIVERANCE TILL THE 

DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM. 

The people are redeemed by blood (Ex. xii.) 
and by power (chap, xiii.); this two-fold redemp
tion pointing to God acting as Judge and as 
Saviour—-judging sin, and saving His people. 
The people are brought through the Red Sea — 
figure of the death and resurrection of Christ— 
into the wilderness. There they are tested, and 
there they learn in measure the grace of God 
entering into their daily need, meeting their 
hourly necessities. "Thy raiment waxed not 
old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these 
forty years " (Deut. viii. 4). The two great 
lessons of the wilderness are—first, what God 
is to His people; and secondly, what, we are to 
God. God's grace abounds in presence of our 
daily necessity; alas! that our discontent and 
murmurings should abound in view of such 
wondrous grace. 

The people were first tested simply by grace 
(Exod. xiv.-xviii.), then pure law (Exod. xix.), 
and lastly under mixed law and grace (Exod. 
xxxiv.); all this for their full moral testing. 
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They might have entered Palestine from the 
south at Kadesh-Barnea, about the close of the 
second year of their redemption from Egypt (an 
eleven days' journey, Deut. i. 2), but on their 
sending out spies to view the land, thereby 
showing want of confidence in God, although 
the presence and power of the living God in 
their midst were divinely pledged, they were 
doomed to wander in the wilderness for thirty-
eight years—in all forty—that is, a day for a 
year (Num. xiv. 34). Most of the events re
corded in the wilderness books of Exodus and 
Numbers took place in the second and thirty-
eighth year of their wanderings. The wicked 
confederacy of Balak and Balaam (Num. xxiv.) 
—king and prophet—allied in wickedness, as 
also meeting one common judgment, point to the 
future confederacy of the Beast and the False 
Prophet (Bev. xiii.; xix. 20)—the Civil and 
Ecclesiastical apostates of the closing days. The 
"Star out of Jacob" pointed on to Christ. "We," 
said the wise men, " have seen His star in the 
east, and are come to worship Him " (Matt. ii.; 
Num. xxiv. 17). Another covenant is established 
with the people on the plains of Moab (Deut, 
xxix.), giving the conditions under which the 
people were to enter Canaan and continue 
therein. Moses —representative of the Law 
(2 Cor. iii. 15)—dies in the wilderness. The 
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Law, which is holy, just, and good, cannot, 
however, apply to a people dead and risen with 
Christ; hence Joshua, figure of a heavenly 
Christ, next conies upon the scene of history. 

The crossing of the Jordan sets forth in type, 
the death and resurrection of Christ as the only 
way of entrance into the heavenly places. What 
I am brought to is figured by the passage of the 
Jordan; what I am saved from is symbolised 
by the Red Sea. Joshua, type of Christ in the 
power of the Spirit, leads the people into the 
land. The Book of Joshua records historically 
what the Epistle to the Ephesians unfolds doc-
trinally. 

"Gilgal," i.e., death to the flesh, characterises 
the boot of Joshua. "Bocbim," the place of 
weeping, fitly characterises the failure of the 
people, as detailed in the book of Judges. Dur
ing the period of the 15 Judges, the people were 
sent into captivity seven times, according to the 
word of the Lord in Lev. xxvi. By deducting 
the 131 years of servitude (not counted in 
divine history), you have 490 years, dating from 
the departure out of Egypt till the dedication 
of the Temple by Solomon—the exact period of 
the seventy weeks of years (Dan. ix.). 

Upon the failure of Eli the priest, Samuel 
the prophet (see Acts iii. 2 4 ; Hosea xii. 10) is 
raised up to declare Israel's then present corrup-
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tion and her future glory by the introduction of 
the king. The priest, who should have repre
sented the people before God, utterly failed 
(1 Sam. i i . ; iii.), and the ark—that which gave 
priesthood its character and importance—was in 
the hands of the Philistines. Priesthood, there
fore, ceased to be the link between God and the 
people as a whole; it was of course still con
tinued, but connected individual faith with 
God. But if Jehovah could not have the people 
brought to Him by the normal means He had 
appointed, He goes to them by the ministry of 
the prophet. Thus Samuel introduced the king 
—God's last resource in blessing for the world, 
and whose personal faithfulness to Jehovah se
cured the good of the people. AH blessing for 
Israel now rested on the conduct of the king. 
This principle is abundantly verified in the his
tory of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 

The first mention in Scripture of the LORD'S 
reign is in Ex. xv. 18. The nation in the 
wilderness, and in the land under the Judges, 
was a pure Theocracy—they had God as their 
King (1 Sam. xii. 12); but in 1 Sam. viii. 4, 5, 
they desire an earthly king. Saul, Israel's 
first king, reigned 40 years, type of the future 
anti-christian king who will reign in Palestine 
before Jesus takes the kingdom; then David, 
always regarded as the head of royalty in Israel, 
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and Solomon in succession reigned each 40 
years. The reigns of David and Solomon to
gether, shadow forth the Millennial reign of 
Christ. David, the man of war, pointing to 
the warrior king of Rev. xix., who smites 
and rules the nations; while Solomon, in his 
combined prophetic, regal, and priestly glories, 
sets forth the peaceful sway of the Messiah, 
who will sit as a Priest upon His throne 
(2 Chron. ix. ; Zech. vi. 13). For the heavenly 
glories of that day see Rev. xxi. 9-xxii. 1-5. 
The earthly blessings of the Millennial king
dom are in general the subject of the prophets. 

Solomon, like all previous and succeeding 
stewards, utterly failed, and lapsed into idolatry 
and other vices (1 Kings xi.), and in chastise
ment God said, " I will surely rend the king
dom from thee; howbeit I will not rend away 
all the kingdom, but will give one tribe (Judah) 
to thy son." During the reign of Rehoboam, 
Solomon's son, this threat was fulfilled. Ten 
tribes severed themselves from the house of 
David and established the kingdom of Israel, 
of which Samaria became the capital, and 
Jeroboam the first king (1 Kings xii .); while 
Judah and 'Benjamin, which adhered to the 
house of David, were afterwards known as the 
kingdom of Judah, of which as formerly Jeru
salem remained the capital, and Rehoboam, 
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Solomon's son, the first king. Thus the prophet 
Isaiah distinguishes " the outcasts of Israel" 
from " the dispersed of Judah" (Isa. xi. 12). 

THE HISTORY PROM THE DIVIDED KINGDOM 

TILL THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY. 

The kingdom of Israel, or of the ten tribes, 
continued for about 260 years, under 19 kings; 
that of Judah for nearly 400 years, under 20 
sovereigns. Jeroboam, Israel's first king, estab
lished idolatry in the north and south of his 
kingdom and ordained a priesthood of his own 
for the vilest purposes. The only monarch of 
Israel who "besought the Lord" was Jehoahaz. 
Idolatry and wickedness characterised the reigns 
of these kings until God in judgment removed 
them out of His sight. Hoshea, the last king of 
Israel, became tributary to the king of Assyria; 
but making alliance with Egypt, then vainly 
struggling for the mastery of the world, he was 
taken captive by the Assyrians and shut up in 
prison, and Israel deported to Assyria, and 
afterwards scattered amongst the nations. They 
were not restored, and are hidden until this day 
—none can tell Who or Where they are. God 
will search them out at His fitting moment, and 
bring them into the wilderness, as of old; the 
rebels and disobedient amongst them will there 
be purged out, and a remnant saved, and 
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restored to the land, and to their brethren of 
Judah (Ezek. xi , ) , There will once more be 
" one nation," as before. Jehovah will accom
plish all this. The special sins of the ten-tribed 
kingdom, and for which they were and are yet 
scattered, were idolatry, establishing kingship 
apart from the house of David, and in seeking 
alliance with Assyria and Egypt (Hosea viii. 4, 
5; xii. 1; 2 Kings xvii. 4). The two books of 
Kings specially record the history of this king
dom. 

The kings of Judah were not in general so 
bad as those of Israel, and hence the kingdom 
was continued for about 130 years longer, but 
pride, idolatry, wickedness (2 Kings xxi. 10-16); 
and despising " the oath of the Lord" in the 
person of her last King (Ez. xvii. 12-21), to the 
heathen Nebuchadnezzar, whom God had exalted, 
brought on the final ruin of the house of David. 
Assyria was the place of captivity to Israel, as 
Babylon was to Judah. Both these powers will, 
in their representatives, play an important part in 
the closing scenes of the last days. Judah or the 
Jews will assuredly be re-gathered to their ancient 
land (Isa. xviii.) and a remnant of them saved 
(Zech. xiii. 9). The process by which this will 
be accomplished, and their trials before the final 
deliverance by the glorious advent of the Mes
siah, are interestingly detailed in the prophetic 



THE COURSE OF TIME. 4 5 

Scriptures. The two books of Chronicles spec
ially record the history of this kingdom. 

The period of Judah's captivity in Babylon 
was foretold by Jeremiah (chap. xxv. 12). 
During that time the land enjoyed her sabbatic 
rest, which had been denied her, contrary to the 
ordinance of the Lord in Lev. xxv., for the 
period of 490 years. For seventy years the 
land lay untilled, only the poorest of the people 
being left by the conquerors (2 Chron. xxxvi. 
21). 

FROM NEBUCHADNEZZAR TILL HEROD. 

"The fulness of the Gentiles" (Rom. xi. 25) 
is a very different thing from " the times of the 
Gentiles" (Luke xxi. 24) ; the former is the 
expression of their ingathering in grace, the 
latter the period during which power and do
minion are in the hands of the Gentile. These 
times date from the carrying of Judah into 
Babylon (Dan. ii.), God thereby transferring 
the power from His own people to the Gentile 
in the person of Nebuchadnezzar. His pres
ence, however-—the cloud of glory in which 
H e appeared and manifested Himself in the 
tabernacle (Ex. xl. 34-38), then in the temple 
(1 Kings viii. 10, 11)—was denied to the 
GentiJe. The glory is seen slowly passing from 
the temple and city to heaven (Ez. x.). This 
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period of Gentile domination lasts till the coming 
of Christ with all His saints and angels in 
glory, who will smite the " image" (Gentile 
power), and then fill the whole earth with bless
ing. Daniel chapters ii. and vii. trace these 
" times " under the symbols of an " image " and 
" four beasts," from Nebuchadnezzar till the 
introduction of the world-kingdom of Christ. 
Daniel in his prophecy takes us to the borders 
of the Millennium, but not into it. " The times 
of the Gentiles " are comprised in the successive 
empires of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome 
—the latter yet to be revived by Satan in a 
ten-kingdom form (Rev. xvii.). 

The epoch of Judah's deliverance was signal-

oppressed her. I t will be so also in the closing 
days; then Judah will be delivered and her 
oppressors punished. The same principle is seen 
in the translation of the saints to heaven, which 
will usher in the judgments of God upon the 
world. The destroyer of Babylon and the deliv
erer of the Jews was Cyrus, foretold by name 
nearly 200 years before these events occurred 
(Isa. xlv. 1). 

Under the protection and favour of the Per
sian Monarchs, particularly Cyrus, who is termed 
Jehovah's "Anointed" and "Shepherd," rem
nants of the Jews returned to Jerusalem, rebuilt 
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the Temple, and restored their ecclesiastical and 
civil polity. The Ark, however, which gave to 
priesthood its distinguishing glory, was awanting. 
Faithfulness and strict adherence to the written 
law of Moses characterise the returned captives. 
The books of Chronicles, written during the 
captivity, give the register of God's elect from 
Adam, and were found of all-importance in 
determining the registry of priests, levites, and 
people. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
give the history of these interesting t imes; 
the former dealing with the ecclesiastical state 
of things, Ezra being a scribe and priest; while 
Nehemiah treats of the civil condition of the 
people, the building of the walls, gates, &c. 

prophets who prophesied after the captivity. 
Jeremiah prophesied amongst the poor left in 
the land by Nebuchadnezzar; Ezekiel amongst 
the captives in Babylonia; Daniel in the court 
of the conquerors. Nehemiah is the last his
torical book of Old Testament Scripture. 

For about 400 years—Malachi till Christ— 
we have no public divine history, save a few 
brief notices in the book of Daniel. Persia, 
Greece, Syria, Egypt, and Rome successively 
ruled over the "ancient people." I t was during 
this period, or about 284 years before Christ, 
that under the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
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king of Egypt, the Septuagint or Greek version 
of the Old Testament was at least commenced, 
if not executed, for the Gentile population of 
the world. I t was carefully done, and the 
differences between it and the Hebrew are slight. 
The Lord and His apostles sanctioned its general 
correctness by largely quoting from it. About 
63 years before Christ, Jerusalem was taken by 
the Romans under Pompey, and from that time 
Judea became tributary to the Romans. 

CHRIST AND THE PRESENT INTERVAL OF GRACE. 

Herod, the clever and accomplished but cruel 
Idumean king of the Jews, sought the life of the 
child Jesus, while the wise men prostrated them
selves in worship. The world had no place for 
Christ—room enough for strangers, for the "inn" 
was full, but no place for the stranger Son of 
God, come down from heaven in richest grace to 
man. The weak and vacillating Pilate, the re
presentative of the fourth Gentile empire, thrice 
declared the sinlessness of the Blessed One; 
Herod, the man of blood, " found no fault in 
Him," yet these rulers buried their mutual 
hatred to each other in the sufferings and death 
of the Lord Jesus. They stretched their guilty 
hands over the blessed and sinless One, and 
vowed friendship. A h ! the world was then 
united; all classes—Herodians, Priests, Scribes 
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Pharisees, Sadducees, People, Rulers, and Kings 
—could shake hands, and for the time being 
bury their mutual dislikes, and concentrate 
their efforts in slaying Christ Jesus—the beloved 
One of God and the Saviour of sinners (Acts iv. 
26, 27). 

Christ in His death having laid the basis of 
peace for the sinner and glory to God, was 
raised out of the dead by the right hand of God, 
to the right hand of God, and presently sits upon 
the throne of His Father. Ten days after His 
ascension He sent down the Holy Ghost accord
ing to promise (John xiv. 16-26). A seated 
Christ in heaven, Head of the Church, which 
is His bride and body, and the Holy Ghost 
present on the earth, and dwelling in the house 
of God, characterise this period (Acts ii.). 

During the present time of grace and divine 
working for the heavenly glory of Christ, the 
bride is being called out, the heirs of God and 
joint-heirs with Christ are being gathered, 
and the Church, jewelled and adorned by her 
heavenly bridegroom, like Eebekah of old, is 
passing through the wilderness cheered and 
sustained by the comforts of the Holy Spirit, 
figured by Eleazar, meaning "help of God" 
(Gen. xxiv.). Neither Israel, nor the world as 
such, are at present the objects of God's direct 
dealings in government, but the moment the 

D 
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saints of God are caught up by the voice and 
in the likeness of the Lord (1 Thess, iv. 13-18) 
by His personal presence in the "air," the 
interval doses. 

THE PROPHETIC FUTURE. 

Numerous events of grave importance will 
transpire after the translation of the saints (all 
from Adam) to heaven. This interesting pro
phetic period, in its bearing upon apostate 
Christendom and Judaism, is sketched in the 
great prophecy of Revelation, from chapters v i 
to xix. Many deeply interesting particulars 
will also be found in the books of Zechariah 
and Daniel, while a comprehensive outline of 
the whole, eloquently expressed, is furnished in 
the prophecy of Isaiah. Pious Jewish feeling 
under awful suffering and pressure is detailed in 
the book of Psalms and in the Prophets. 

A period of at least seven years—Daniel's 
last, or seventieth week—will elapse from the 
translation of the saints raised and changed to 
meet the Lord in " t h e a i r" (1 Thess, iv. 17), 
and until their public appearing in glory with 
Him (Rev. xix. 10). These two events—our 
going to Christ and our coming with Christ 
—are carefully distinguished in Scripture; for 
the former, see 1 Thess, iv. 13-18; for the 
latter, see Col. iii. 4. Daniel's prophecy of 70 
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weeks, or 490 years, has seven years, or one 
"week, to complete the number. After the sixty-
ninth (Dan. ix. 26) Messiah was rejected, His 
claims as King of the Jews and Son of Man 
spurned, and Himself slain. This necessarily 
cut off all governmental dealing with the Jew in 
meantime, and introduced the present interval, 
the history of which is unwritten by the pro
phets, and a blank consequently in the earthly 
course of God's ways; this'seventieth week of 
full blessing for Israel, is postponed until the 
present interval expires. Sixty-nine weeks, or 
483 years, transpired from Nehemiah's commis
sion to build the city (Neh. ii.)* "t i l l Messiah 
the prince" rode in triumph into Jerusalem 
(Matt. xxi. 1-16); after this period Messiah was 
cut off, and the seventieth week postponed. 
Between the close of the sixty-ninth week and 
the opening of the seventieth, Judah lies desolate 
and the Church is called out. The future seven 
years is distinctly specified in Dan. ix. 27, and 
in detail, the last half of it, namely, 1260 
days; forty-two months; time, times, and half 
a time, is given in Dan. xii.; Rev. xii.; and 

* The commission granted to Nehemiah to build Jeru
salem must not be confounded with the three command
ments in the book of Ezra which refer to the Temple (see 
chaps, i., commission by Cyrus; v., vi., commission by 
Darius; vii., commission by Artaxerxes). 
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Matt. xxiv. 15. The regular course of the seventy 
•weeks was interrupted by the rejection of the 
Messiah; and until the resumption of the last 
week needed to complete the number, the Church 
is called, and waits for her Lord and Saviour to 
come and fetch her to Himself (John xiv. 3). 

Judah will be nationally gathered in unbelief to 
her land (Isa. xviii.,). The Roman Empire will 
be revived by Satanic origin (Rev. xvii. 8) and 
distributed into ten kingdoms, having a great 
head or chief. The little horn of Daniel vii. will 
command the empire and sum up Gentile apos-
tacy. The Beast, or revived Empire, under its 
terrible leader, will impiously make war with the 
Lamb, but shall be utterly destroyed. Rev. xiii. 
1-10, especially chaps, xvii. and xix. 19-21, pre
sent its awful future, as also its final doom. 

The False Prophet or Antichrist (a Jew) heads 
up the ecclesiastical apostacy—apostate Judaism 
and corrupt Christianity—and will be closely 
allied with the civil power in wickedness, and in 
the same terrible end. Rev. xiii. 11-17; 2 Thess. 
i i . ; Daniel xi. 36-39; Rev. xix. 20, shew the 
future of Christendom, and the nations of Europe 
in particular, in connection with the Antichrist. 

The Assyrian (Isa. x.), or king of the north 
(Dan. xi.), also typified by the " little horn " of 
Dan. viii. 9; will be the great political enemy of 
the Jews in the latter days. The Antichrist in 
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the land and the Assyrian out of it, both kings, 
but hating God and His people, and cordially 
detesting each other, will in the hands of God 
scourge and discipline the guilty people of Judah. 
The Assyrian will aim at making himself master 
of Immanuel's land; as to his struggles with the 
king of the south (Egypt), see Dan. xi. 41-45. 
This king figures much more largely in the 
prophets than even the Antichrist. The Assyrian 
was the first enemy who ruled over and took 
captive Israel, or the ten tribes, and he will be 
punished after the destruction of the " Beast " 
by Christ, then returned to Palestine (Micah v. 
5) j he will be consigned to Tophet (Isa. xxx. 33). 

The Beast and the ten kings, with the Anti
christ, will be destroyed at the appearing of 
Christ with His saints and angels, being the first 
judicial act of the Lord consequent on His com
ing. The Assyrian will be punished after. The 
Prussian power (Gog) and its allies will be sub
sequently destroyed (Ezek. xxxviii., xxxix.), 
thus winding up the series of Gentile judgments. 

The reign of Christ with all His saints over 
the earth will last a period of 1000 years (Rev. 
xx. 5-7)*. The heavenly sphere—Christ and 

* Bev. v. 10, "We shall reign on the earth" is an un
happy translation, and tends to the lowering of the special 
glory of Christ and His saints. "Over" is the word. 
Matt. xvii. 1-8 gives a miniature representation of the 
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His saints in the same glory—is termed " the 
kingdom of the Father." The earthly sphere— 
Israel and the nations blessed on the earth—is 
termed "the kingdom of the Son." The heavenly 
department of the kingdom is shown in chaps, 
xxi. 9-xxii. 1-5 of the Revelation. The earthly 
department of the kingdom is the grand theme 
of the prophets. 

Universal blessing under the peaceful sway of 
Messiah is abundantly promised. Creation's rest 
from pain; Israel once again in her own land, 
converted, and head of the nations; the Spirit 
poured out upon all flesh ; long life; the earth 
yielding in abundance its precious fruits; a 
lineal descendant of the house of David—the 
vicegerent of Christ-—on Jerusalem's throne; 
the new Temple magnificently built and Jewish 
worship and sacrifice under new conditions re
established, and the glory of Jehovah again filling 
His House as of old; grace and blessing flowing 
out to the whole earth from Jerusalem, then en
larged and greatly beautified; Satan bound in the 
bottomless pit, and Christ glorified and honoured 

kingdom. The people on the plain, the disciples on the 
"high mountain," and Christ, with Moses and Elias (types 
of the saints who die and are raised, and of the living who 
are changed) glorified above, respectively sets forth the 
positions to be occupied by the nations, Israel, and Christ 
and the Church. 
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in the scene of His deep dishonour—such are 
the leading features of the Millennial period of 
blessing. Christ will reign gloriously, and for 
1000 years God will make good, in this world, 
the name of the Rejected One. Phil. ii. 9-11; 
Rev. v., anticipate that blessed period when 
creation will be jubilant with His praise. 

At the close of the Millennial reign, Satan 
will be let loose for a little season (Rev. xx. 7). 
The time he diligently employs in seducing the 
nations then under the power of the glorified 
Christ, and in a last despairing attempt to gain 
the mastery over the Blessed One who has 
before vanquished him ; Satan knows well that 
he will then have but a short time (Rev. xii. 
12) to play his desperate role. God will step 
upon the scene, in quick, unsparing, and uni
versal judgment. All the then wicked on the 
earth will be destroyed by fire (Rev. xx. 7-9); 
then the heavens pass away, and the earth and 
all therein are burned up (2 Peter iii. 10-12). 

The wicked dead are raised in time, but judged 
in eternity, hence the doom pronounced is irre
vocable and eternal (Rev. xx. 11-15). "The 
great white Throne" will not be occupied by 
Christ as the Lamb slain, as the Saviour of 
sinners, but as the Judge before whom every 
knee must bow; it will not be a throne sprinkled 
with blood as now, but " great" and " white," 
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expressing the majesty and purity of that awful 
tribunal before which the unsaved, great and 
small, will appear—they as culprits, we too, but 
as assessors. Man is judged by his works, as 
also by his rejection of life in the Son. Eternal 
life having been spurned and refused, man's 
responsibility becomes the great question. Has 
he answered to that ? He has not. " And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of 
life was cast into the lake of fire." " The books 
of works " set forth the course of human respon
sibility ; " the book of life," the sovereign grace 
of God. The history of the creature will then 
be closed for ever. Life—the gift of God, given 
to us before the world began (Titus i. 2 ; 2 Tim. 
L 9)—finds its proper sphere of enjoyment in 
the eternal state. 

At the commencement of the Millennium the 
Beast (a Gentile) and the False Prophet (a Jew) 
are cast alive into the lake of fire (Rev. xix.), 
and at its close the Devil is cast in also, not to 
reign as king, but with his associates in evil 
to be tormented unceasingly and eternally (Rev. 
xx. 10). The punishment of the wicked is 
ETERNAL. Verse 8, chapter xxi. closes the 
description of the everlasting condition. 

Commencing the eternal ages, which know no 
ending, the bride comes from God to the new 
earth, and becomes the Tabernacle of God, who 
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will dwell with men, wiping away their tears. 
" There will be no more sea." Israel and the 
nations will have no place as such. Everything 
which would remind us of this world—its ways, 
changes, sorrows, and griefs—will have passed 
away for ever, and He that sits upon the throne 
shall say—"Behold I make all things NEW." 
The Church will sustain a two-fold relationship 
—to God as His Tabernacle, and to the Lamb 
as His wife. How blessed to see the Church, 
after having been 1000 years in Millennial glory, 
still maintaining her bridal affections and bridal 
attire unspotted, and entering the eternal state 
in the full strength and fervour of bridal days, 
and in the most blessed and intimate relation
ship ! This grand condition is not the subject 
of prophecy—it is nowhere directly noticed in 
the Old Testament. The Millennium is the fruit 
of divine counsel and ways for the display of 
the heavenly and earthly glories of Christ, but 
the Eternal state is the fruit of what God is in 
His own nature and being—" God is light," and 
" God is love." Then, 

"God will be aUin all." 

Soon, soon, the only worthy One will— 

"Bid the whole creation smile, 
And hush its groan."—Amen and Amen. 
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PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM. 
MATTHEW a n . 

THESE seven parables present a complete history 
or sketch of the kingdom of heaven, or, in other 
words, give us the founding, progress, and issues 
in grace and judgment of outward Christianity. 

In Matthew only have we a seven-fold para
bolic illustration of the history of the kingdom 
of heaven. I n the corresponding Scriptures 
(Mark iv. and Luke viii.) we have no such 
thing as seven. This is to be carefully noted. 
Seven expresses spiritual completeness whether 
of good or evil. 

Of the four Gospels, Matthew is the only one 
in which the terms "church" and "kingdom of 
heaven" occur; the former three times, the 
latter about thirty times. I t is of great im
portance to see the distinction between the 
"church " and the "kingdom." 

The Church is the aggregate of the saved—of 
those truly converted, and indwelt by the Holy 
Ghost. The kingdom, on the other hand, is the 
scene where the authority of Christ is owned— 
all that portion of the world geographically cov
ered by Christianity, commonly termed Chris
tendom, or Christ's kingdom. This sphere on 



PARABLES OP THE KINGDOM. 6 1 

earth is one of profession, real and false; it is 
the kingdom of heaven, as these parables plainly 
teach. 

Now, it is not the " church " in Matthew xiii., 
but the kingdom. Those comprising the Church 
are saved (Eph. ii. 4-8), and blest in heavenly 
places in Christ; those in the kingdom are 
responsible; much more so than those living 
amongst the nations outside the sphere of light 
and privilege. 

The first parable is not directly spoken of as 
a likeness of the kingdom. The reason is that 
the kingdom of heaven, in its present form, did 
not historically commence till after Christ died 
and went to the right hand of God. His death 
is alone the foundation of church-blessing and 
kingdom-glory. This first parable, then, describes 
the personal ministry of the Lord on earth. 

In verses 43-45 of chap xii. we have a brief 
but succinct history of the nation in connection 
with idolatry. Judah was purged from the 
spirit of idolatry by the Babylonian captivity. 
Hence there was no idolatry in Judea from 
the Babylon return till Christ. During that 
time the Jewish house was swept, empty, and 
garnished. Her future, however, is described 
in verse 4 5 ; the last state of Judah will be 
worse than the first. Now, carefully observe 
that between these verses—describing Judah's 
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past and future—the thirteenth chapter comes 
in as to its testimony. Judah is not the 
empty, swept, and garnished house now; it 
was that from the return till Christ. Hence, 
between the two periods there is a great gap of 
time—a period which has lasted fully eighteen 
centuries, and during which the Lord has 
established in grace to us both the " church" 
and the " kingdom "—the one real and inter
nal, the other the outwardly responsible thing. 
Thus, in the end of chap, xii., Jesus, after pro
nouncing upon Judah's most awful future, dis
owning her until she shall return to the Lord 
and acknowledge her offence, cuts all earthly 
ties, breaks with all fleshly connections, and 
gathers a new family around Himself. Stretch
ing His hand towards His disciples, He said, 
"Behold My mother and My brethren. For 
whosoever shall do the will of My Father, which 
is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, 
and mother." Then comes the unfortunate 
break in the chapters : for " the same day went 
Jesus out of the house and sat by the sea-side " 
(xiii. 1). Having in the close of the previous 
chapter disowned the people, in this highly-
significant action of leaving the house He 
now disowns their worship. " Praise waits for 
thee in Zion, LORD," so people sing with no idea 
of its real meaning. Praise is silent in Zion. 
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Zion's courts are mute; for yet a little while, 
and " in that day shall this song be sung in the 
land of Judah;" for the materials and ground of 
Israel's song, see Isa. chap. xxvi. Jehovah has 
no praise from Israel, but H e has from the 
Church—the leader of the song and worship 
being none other than Jesus risen from the dead 
(Ps. xxii. 22 ; Heb. ii. 12). After this full 
rejection of Judah and her people, Jesus sat 
down at " the sea-side " and taught. The sea is 
the well-known symbol of peoples and tongues 
outside Judaism (Rev. xiii. 1 ; xvii. 1, 15). 

THE SOWER AND H I S RESULTS. 

The first parable (verses 3-8) represent a 
sower going forth to sow. This was a new thing 
indeed, and an entirely new action on the part of 
the Lord. He came to His vineyard to gather 
fruit for His God, but Israel had none to give. 
He looked upon the fig tree, but not one fig was 
there. What, then, was to be done 1 Why, if 
fruit was to be gathered from Israel, Jesus must 
needs sow in order to produce it. Now, this 
was in no case the theme of the prophets; 
the burden of their testimony being the suffer
ings of Christ and the glories that should follow; 
but a sower sowing was neither suffering nor 
glory. I t was a lowly action—the scattering 
of the seed. The seed was the word of the 
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kingdom—the word of salvation also—" How-
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation, 
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
H im" (Heb. ii. 3). 

Just look at the various ways in which the 
word of the Lord was received—in which the 
seed operated. There are four cases brought 
before us. In the fourth only was it fruitful. 
The moral value of this to us is immense; it 
tells its own tale to the souls of preachers and 
hearers. 

The wayside hearer is the most common case of 
any. The word is preached—the person hears. 
There may be a certain effect produced, but it is 
only transitory, for Satan is there to catch away 
the seed before it can find a lodgment in the 
heart. This class of gospel-hearers in our days 
are most numerous, and are to be found in every 
grade of society, from its highest to its lowest. 

The stony-ground hearer is in advance upon 
the former. In this case the word is received 
with joy. But, mark you, it is not joy that the 
sinner needs; it is peace with God about his sins. 
The saint is called to joy, the sinner is called to 
peace. Hence, in this case the heart is touched, 
the feelings are aroused, but the word has been 
received without any exercise of conscience—no 
sense of sin felt. Souls should never be hurried 
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into a confession of tke name of the Lord. There 
is an immense amount of mere superficial work 
abroad. Always look for depth and reality in 
souls ; bring them face to face with the realities 
of sin, judgment, God, heaven, hell; seek rather 
for quality than quantity. 

The thorn-hearer is again a step in advance. 
The rich and the poor make up this very 
numerous company of unfruitful, unproductive 
hearers. The many cares of the poor and the 
deceitful riches of the better-off, equally choke 
the word. Look well to it, beloved Christian 
reader. If the Lord ha"s given you riches, pour 
them at the feet of your adorable Saviour and 
Lord, saying, "Wor thy is the Lamb that-was 
slain." If burdened with cares, go cast all upon 
Him, for He careth for you (1 Peter v. 7) ; then 
" be careful for nothing; but in everything, by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known unto God" 
(Phil. iv. 6). 

The good-ground hearer is a doer of the word, 
and not a hearer only. James thus describes 
the good-ground hearer in these practical words 
— " Whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this 
man shall be blessed in his deed" (chap. i. 25). 
Why good ground? Simply because prepared 

E 
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"by God's Spirit. There is fruit produced in 
proportion as there is subjection of heart and 
conscience to the " word." Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit. May it be an 
hundred-fold with every reader of these pages ! 

T H E W H E A T AND TAKE FIELD. 

The second parable is that of the tare field 
(verses 24-30). Persons have had considerable 
difficulty in this parable, from not clearly 
distinguishing between the " church" and the 
"kingdom." The consequences of confounding 
the two have been most hurtful to souls. 
Papists and Protestants alike have erred in this, 
and based their persecutions of each other on 
the fatal mistake of supposing that the field is 
the church—" the field is the WOELD " (verse 
38). The sower in this parable is Jesus, the 
Son of man, sowing instrumentally—that is, 
through His servants. They slept while they 
should have watched; but Satan, in his cease
less activity, never sleeps—a lesson well worth 
learning by saint and sinner. The consequence 
of this slothfulness was that tares were sown in 
the field. Soon the result appeared—tares and 
wheat growing together. Now comes the 
anxious question of the servants : Are we to 
pluck up the tares 1—that is, the children of the 
wicked one. " N a y " was the touching reply, 
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" lest while we gather up the tares, ye root tip 
also the wheat with them. Let both grow 
together until the harvest." He would rather 
allow this mixed state of good and evil to 
continue, now that His servants, through their 
unwatchfulness, have permitted the enemy to 
sow in their Master's field, because in their 
attempts to "root u p " the tares they might 
injure the wheat. But observe .very carefully— 
first, that the field is the world, not the church; 
and, second, that both were to grow together— 
not to have fellowship together—a very different 
thing indeed. I t is not the presence of evil in 
me or in another which hinders my communion 
with God; nay, the sin is a very good reason 
why I should go to God about it, and have 
communion with Him regarding it. I t is the 
allowance of evil—the practice of it—which 
hinders and interrupts the holy and blessed walk 
with God. The world will be cleared of evil 
men by Christ at the harvest—i.e., at the end 
of this age (verse 41). There are some lessons 
of deepening importance to be gathered from a 
devout perusal of this parable. 

T H E MUSTARD SEED. 

The third parable is that of the mustard seed, 
" the least of all seeds" (verses 31, 32). This is 
a picture of outward Christianity, exceedingly 
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insignificant in its rise. Latterly, however, it 
becomes a great power in the world—a vast 
political system in the earth—so much so that 
the birds of the air lodge in its branches. There 
is an exceedingly solemn thought in all this— 
solemn, as showing the rapid and awful increase 
of evil; for if, in the first parable the fowls took 
away the seed, in the third, corrupt Christianity, 
or the earthly profession of the name of Christ, 
positively affords a shelter for these same fowls. 
The kingdom of heaven has thus become a huge' 
worldly political system built up by Satan, and 
which, to ell its other iniquity, has wickedly 
attached the name of Christ. Daniel iv. suffi
ciently indicates the meaning of the symbol of the 
tree. Historically it refers to the time when 
Christianity became a gi'eat power in the world; 
when thousands by threats and cajoleries, nomin
ally became Christian; when oifices of State 
could only be filled by the baptized; when an 
Emperor (Constantine) could sit in the councils 
of the Church and enforce its—or rather his— 
decrees at the point of the sword; when a 
whole army were christianised through baptism 
by imperial command. May the Lord enable 
us to walk apart from all political parties and 
worldly principles! " Our citizenship is in 
heaven, from whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. iii. 20). 
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THE WOMAN AND THE LEAVEN. 

The fourth parable is that of the leaven (verse 
33). I t is the kingdom of heaven in another 
aspect. I t is not so much bad persons as bad 
doctrine that is in question here. I t is the 
secret introduction of, and wide-spread doctrinal 
evil which is the point in the parable. I t is a 
total mistake to take it as meaning the gradual 
extension of the truth or gospel amongst men. 
Leaven in the word of God, not once means good 
but always evil; thus we are told to " beware" 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
(Matt. xvi. 6-12). Beware of good! That 
sounds strange, does it not ? Again, " Purge 
out the old leaven " (1 Cor. v. 7). " Purge out" 
what is good! Surely not. Leaven was to be 
excluded from all the fire-offerings of the Lord 
{Lev. ii. 11). There was one marked excep
tion to the use of leaven, and which proves 
the rule, that in all cases it means evil. Fifty 
days after the presentation of the first fruits to 
God (Christ risen) two loaves "baken with 
leaven" (Lev. xxiii. 17) were to be offered. 
Surely this unmistakably points to the presenta
tion of the Church in her actual state, at Pente
cost (Acts ii. 1), on the fiftieth day after Christ 
rose from the dead. Ah ! it is but a day-dream 
of men—a fancy without a tittle of Scripture 
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to support it—that this parable of the leaven 
signifies a universal diffusion of the gospel 
among the mass of the peoples. Christ Himself 
brought in grace; Christ Himself will bring in 
the glory. When He comes a second time He 
will bring the kingdom with Him, as said the 
dying thief: " Lord, remember me when thou 
comest in (not ' in to ' ) Thy kingdom" (Luke 
xxiii. 42). Taught of the Spirit, he was, in 
point of intelligence, far beyond many. The 
modern expectation of the kingdom set up, and 
then Christ to come, had no place in the 
thoughts of the saved thief. He looked for 
Christ to bring the kingdom with Him—no 
glory save as connected with His blessed per
son. O h ! that is it—connect grace, glory, 
strength, everything with Christ. May the 
Lord enable you so to do, beloved Christian 
reader! 

THE SEVEN PARABLES DIVIDED. 

Verse 36 introduces a natural and unforced 
division of these parables. The first four were 
spoken to the multitude at the sea shore ; then 
He goes into the house, gathers His new family 
around Himself, because He is going to speak 
of family secrets, and declares in full the mean
ing of the tare field, then utters the remaining 
three parables. 
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T H E H I D TREASURE. 

The fifth parable is the treasure hid in the 
field (verse 44). I t is highly important, for the 
understanding of this parable, that we clearly 
distinguish between "redemption" and "pur
chase." Creation—heavenly and earthly, is 
purchased, but its redemption is future, as we 
read—"until the redemption (future) of the 
purchased possession (present)" (Eph. i. 14). 
Again, redemption is future, as in Romans 
viii. 19-23, while the purchasing has been 
effected by the precious blood of Christ (1 Peter 
i. 19). Here, then, we have the field—that is, 
the world (verse 38) bought for the treasure's 
sake. Is that not a touching thought to our 
hearts 1 Have we not, in the strangeness and 
sovereignty of grace like this, a fresh motive 
to devotedness of heart and energy of service1! 
A h ! beloved, we were " hid in the field." 
"Treasure" to whom? To the eye and heart 
of our God. Jesus in His own eternity—in 
the divinely blessed solitudes of the past, and 
alone with His Father—then, even then, had His 
delights with the sons of men (Prov. viii.). 
Strange that He could count us "treasure" while 
in the death, distance, and darkness of nature; 
but so mighty His love that He travelled on and 
on until Calvary and its sufferings were under-
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gone—the cup was drained to its dregs—the 
judgment fully borne. Then Jesus went to His 
seat on high—all, all beneath forming the foot
stool of the Blessed One. Now, as risen, all 
power in heaven and earth is His. "Thou 
hast given Him power over all flesh, that He 
should give eternal life to as many as Thou 
hast given H i m " (John xvii. 2). On His 
Cross He bought the field; on the Throne He 
will possess Himself of the treasure—Chris
tians, in their preciousness to God. He has 
" hid" us too, for there are two hidings in the 
verse. He would have us pass through this 
scene of His own deep dishonour, " as unknown, 
and yet well known," until that day—fast near-
ing—when His own gracious hand will wipe 
away every tear and remove every stain of the 
wilderness path, and present us to Himself 
without spot, wrinkle, or any such thing. 

THE MERCHANTMAN AND THE ONE PEARL. 

The sixth parable is the merchantman seeking 
goodly pearls (verses 45, 46). This is a much 
misunderstood parable, and yet it is remarkably 
simple. Who is the merchantman? Is it the 
sinner ? Strange that it should be supposed so, 
but probably the root of this blunder lies in 
thinking of self instead of Christ. We should 
ever be on the search for Christ, and really it is 
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•wonderful how often and in so many varied 
ways the Spirit of God—the Glorifier of the 
Lord Jesus—will present Him to our hearts. 
His sufferings and glories under the Spirit's 
conducting are discovered if we are only looking 
out for Him. Holy Scripture is full of H i m ; 
speaks of Him in every page. Christ is the 
merchantman seeking goodly pearls. I t is lan
guage foreign to Scripture to l'epresent the sinner 
seeking Christ. "Was it Adam who, when he 
sinned, went after God, or did God go after 
him? "Adam, where art thou?" was the lan
guage of a Saviour-God; it was God seeking 
man. Did the lost sheep seek the shepherd, or 
did the shepherd seek the sheep ? "I have found 
my sheep which was lost." "The Son of man came 
to seek and to save that which was lost." Can 
the sinner buy the pearl of great price ? "What! 
is it really come to this, that people will be bold 
enough to say that Christ (even were He the 
pearl) could be bought? And what has the 
sinner to give ? Righteousness he has none 
{Rom. iii. 10); goodness he has not (Rom. iii. 12). 
What has he, then ? Sin, sin—nothing but sin. 
No, no ! reject the God-dishonouring thought as 
utterly unworthy of Him and equally unworthy 
of your truest blessing—that the merchantman 
is the sinner, and the "pearl of great price" 
Christ. The merchantman seeking goodly pearls 
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supposes not only love, but taste and skill. 
He found "one pearl of great price;" other 
pearls there were, but none of costliness or 
beauty equal to the one He found. The Church, 
then, in her unity, beauty, and value, was the 
pearl for which He sold all that He had as man 
on the earth, and Messiah in Judea. He found 
this one pearl where the costliest are ever found 
—in the depths of the sea. He found us under 
the judgment of God. He saw beauty and value, 
and for the love He bore the Church, " H e gave 
Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse 
it, . . . that He might present it to Him
self, . . . not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing" (Eph. v. 25-27). First, He 
possessed Himself of the pearl by giving 
Himself for i t ; is now cleansing and beauti
fying i t ; then will present it to Himself all 
glorious and spotless. 

I n the previous parable He bought the world 
that He might get the treasure contained in i t ; 
but here He buys the pearl without the least 
reference to the world or other pearls. I t was 
this " one pearl" which alone attracted His 
eye and heart. I t is true that Christ died 
for the world. He tasted "death for every 
man;" but man's conclusion—therefore there 
is no speciality in that death towards the 
Church—is false. He gave Himself for the 
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Church, blessedly true it is, but equally false 
is it to affirm—therefore He did not die for 
the world. He did both. 

The wondering and worshipping nations of the 
millennial earth will behold the Church as now 
viewed and valued by Christ—" And the twelve 
gates were twelve pearls, every several gate was 
of one pearl." 

T H E N E T CAST INTO THE SEA. 

The seventh parable is the net cast into the sea 
(verses 47-50). The " n e t " is the gospel or 
testimony of God among the mass—the world
wide publication of the glad tidings. This 
parable is so wisely and divinely framed that it 
cannot wholly apply to the present, nor wholly 
to the future. The amplification of the parable 
in verses 49 and 50, giving the judicial action of 
the angels in severing the wicked from the just, 
and casting the former into a furnace of fire is 
undoubtedly future ; but then the work of the 
fishers in drawing the full net to the shore, and 
in gathering the good fish into vessels, while 
simply rejecting the bad, is, we are convinced, a 
•present and continuous work. Saints of God are 
being put into " vessels " N O W ; believers are 
finding out that there is a divine place and 
ecclesiastical standing before God. "We say not 
who are doing this, for observe, beloved Christian 
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reader, that the agents in this blessed work are 
hid. The work, not the persons, is the great 
point. I t is simply said " they " drew to shore, 
sat down, gathered the good, casting aside the 
bad (verse 48). I see discrimination on the part 
of the fishers. That quality won't be needed in 
the future; but judicial dealing on the part of 
the angels is undoubtedly to come. 

But how are good fish to be known from bad? 
By what marks or signs can I distinguish them? 
Leviticus — that remarkable book which dis
tinguishes between the holy and unholy—answers 
our question. " These shall ye eat of all that 
are in the waters: whatsoever hath fins and 
scales in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, 
them shall ye eat. Whatsoever hath no fins 
nor scales in the waters, that shall be an abomina
tion unto you " (Lev. xi. 9-12). All having the 
ability to swim were good fish. Some swim low, 
others high, and others on the surface of the 
water. I t is not at all a question of attainment 
or title to the Lord's table or to church privileges. 
All fish not having " fins and scales " were to be 
utterly rejected. Let them move in their own 
proper sphere at the bottom of the waters; the 
mud and filth of this world is no place for the 
child of God. My beloved reader, are you right 
with God? Is there one unsettled question 
between you and Him ? 
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W H O WERE THE PHARISEES? 

T H E two most powerful sects in Judea were the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees, the former being 
more numerous and influential, while the latter 
were more intellectual and wealthy. The 
Pharisees laboured with unbounded zeal—worthy 
of a better cause—to extend their influence and 
increase their numbers (Matt, xxiii. 15), and to 
a very large extent they succeeded, being 
regarded by the great body of the people with 
peculiar veneration and respect, and being by 
far the most numerous ecclesiastical party in 
the country. The Maccabees, in their bold 
struggle to regain their country's freedom, 
received powerful support from two classes of 
their countrymen, the CHASIDIM or pious, 
and the. Z A D I K I M or righteous; these 
ultimately came to be designated under the well-
known and familiar names of Pharisees and 
Sadducees. Pharisee is derived from a word 
signifying to separate, hence Separatists or 
Pharisees, who have their counterpart in the 
Christian profession as pointed out in Jude, 
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verse 19: "These be they who separate them
selves, sensual, having not the Spirit." The 
Pharisees were a highly religious class, keen 
observers of the life and ways of Jesus, rigid 
exactors of the tithes and dues prescribed in 
their cumbersome ritual, most scrupulous in 
their observance of the traditions of the elders 
to which they attached more authority, practi
cally, than even to the commandments of the 
Lord, right, too, as to doctrine in which they 
bitterly opposed their opponents the Sadducees. 
Of this strictest of all sects (Acts xxvi. 5) was 
Pau l ; but if they were the most religious, they 
were also the most hypocritical class of persons 
that ever lived. They were ever the opposers 
of the Lord in His most holy life and ways, and 
when baffled by a life which exposed their 
hollow pretensions, they conspired His death. 
The Lord gives a most withering exposure of 
Pharisaical life and practice, denouncing " woe" 
upon " woe " on that proud, haughty, and hypo
critical people (Matt, xxiii.). 

W H O WERE THE SADDUCEES 

This smallest of all the Jewish sects derives its 
name from its founder, Sadoc or Sedoc (justice), 
who lived more than 250 years before Christ. 
The members of this party were chiefly confined 
to the wealthy and governing classes. They 
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possessed little or no influence amongst the 
people generally, for they never courted the 
commonality as did the Pharisees. Caiaphas 
and others of the priestly party were of this sect, 
and they seemed on several occasions to have 
gained the upper hand over their rivals the 
Pharisees, in guiding the ecclesiastical affairs of 
the nation (Acts v. 17). The opposition of the 
Pharisees to Christ was mainly directed against 
His holy, spotless life; while that of the 
Sadducees attacked His teaching or doctrine. 
The life of the Lord was the best exposure of 
Pharisaical hypocrisy; while the resurrection of 
the Lord was equally destructive of the Saddu-
ceean system. The Lord again and again con
fronts the Pharisees; the Apostles repeatedly 
confront the Sadducees in the Acts. The leaven 
(evil) of the Sadducees was bad doctrine, which 
is briefly summed up in Acts xxiii. 8 : " For 
the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, 
neither angel, nor spirit." The denial of these 
truths led to the negation of many others. 

W H O WERE THE SCRIBES? 

The Scribes were not a sect but were a distinct 
class of learned men employed in writing out 
and in transcribing the sacred writings. Prom 
their verbal acquaintance with the Scriptures, 
they also taught the people and expounded the 
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law. But mere intellectual knowledge of divine 
truth or a perfect understanding of the letter of 
Scripture will not avail for God and eternity. 
The Scribes could accurately inform the king 
(Matt, ii.) from the prophetic writings where 
Jesus should be born, thus playing into the 
hands of the most cruel of the Herods in com
passing the death of Jesus. " The letter killeth 
but the spirit giveth life." The Scribes most 
thoroughly identified themselves with the 
Pharisees in their determined opposition to 
Christ, and hence the Lord in His truly terrible 
denunciations of " woe" couples the Scribes 
with them (Matt, xxiii.; Luke xi. 44). 

W H O WEEE THE LAWYERS? 

The Lawyers were probably the ablest class 
of men amongst the many sects and parties in 
Judea. Their influence among all classes of the 
community was very great, as their profession 
brought them into contact with all grades of 
society. Their duties were to study and 
expound the Jewish law and all questions 
affecting its interpretation; disputed points, too, 
were generally submitted to their decision. In 
keeping with their profession they repeatedly 
sought to entangle the blessed Lord with craftily 
put questions, but their subtlety was of no avail 
against Him whose very name is " Wisdom" 
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(Prov, viii.), and the whole college of the 
" Doctors of the Law " (Luke v. 17) were baffled 
and put to shame and silenced by a wisdom 
which they could neither gainsay nor resist 
(see also Luke x. 25, etc.; Matt. xxii. 35, etc.). 
Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees, and Lawyers 
were each in turn silenced by Jesus, and so 
complete was their discomfiture that it is said: 
" And no man was able to answer Him a word, 
neither durst any man from that day forth ask 
Him any more questions " (Matt. xxii. 46). 

W H O WEBE THE PUBLICANS? 

The Publicans were a class of men cordially 
detested by the Jews. They were the appointed 
farmers of the taxes imposed by the Romans, 
and as the right to collect these taxes was sold 
to the highest bidder, great temptation was 
thereby afforded to men of a cruel and rapacious 
spirit to exact their dues with rigour. Many of 
them were exceedingly rich, and the Lord often 
accepted their hospitality (Matt. ix. 10 ; Luke 
v. 29). As a class and in general the Publicans 
gladly listened to the Saviour's teaching, and 
many entered the kingdom (Matt. xxi. 31, 32). 
Heathen, publicans, sinners, and harlots were 
regarded as the offscouring of religious Judea, 
but the most obnoxious of any were the Publi
cans, who, by their very occupation, continually 

F 
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reminded the nation that they were under 
Gentile subjection. While but few of the 
religious sects received the Word, it was listened 
to gladly by numbers of those most despised of 
their religious neighbours, and who with joy 
received the tidings of grace from the lips of the 
blessed Lord. Zaccheus, a chief Publican, seems 
to have conducted his duties with unexception
able honesty, but it was not so generally amongst 
his class (Luke xix.). 

W H O WEEE THE HERODIAHS? 

The party represented by the name 
" Herodians" were those who, through fear or 
self-interest, allied themselves to Herod, the 
Idumean King of the Jews. Herod contrived to 
ingratiate himself with the Court at Rome, and 
thus through influence obtained the royal 
authority in Judea. Through his craft and 
policy he succeeded in attaching an influential 
party to himself and to the Csesars. Thus the 
Herodians were purely a political class, and the 
questions they proposed to the Lord savoured 
of their principles, which was a species of 
political craft or time-serving (Matt. xxii. 16 ; 
Mark xii. 13). The Pharisees could take counsel 
with the Herodians, to whom they were strongly 
opposed, when it suited their purpose—the 
destruction of Jesus (Mark iii. 6). The disciples 
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now as then need the warning: " Take heed be
cause of the leaven (evil) of the Pharisees and 
of the leaven (evil) of Herod" (Mark viii. 15). 
Mere religion without Christ, and the world 
without God, respectively represent the Pharisee 
and the Herodian. 

W H O WERE THE ELDERS? 

The Elders are frequently referred to in the 
New Testament as a recognised body of men in 
Judaism and in the Church. Age and experience 
thus carrying moral weight and authority are 
denoted by the term "Elder." As a class 
in Judea they were associated with the rulers 
and others in the social and ecclesiastical govern
ment of the country. They assisted in all 
matters affecting the welfare of the people, and 
were held in great respect and veneration, while 
their counsels, being regarded as the fruit of old 
age and matured experience, were highly 
esteemed. Yet these aged men, whenever 
mentioned in the Gospels and Acts, are seen as 
leaders in the determined opposition to Christ 
and His Apostles. What a deeply impressive 
proof of the thorough ruin of man does the 
conduct of these Elders furnish! instead of 
restraining the violence of the people, actually 
becoming leaders in planning, and plotting, and 
executing the death of the Blessed One. 



84: JEWISH SECTS AND PARTIES. 

W H O WERE THE SAMARITANS? 

In the time of our Lord Canaan was divided 
into three provinces; Judea the religious being 
south, Galilee the rational lying north, while 
Samaria the defiled lay between. Shalma-
neser, king of Assyria, completed the over
throw of the kingdom of the Ten Tribes 
of Israel, removing the nation (into cap
tivity, and occupying the deserted cities of 
Israel with the heathen from his own kingdom. 
But the Lord would teach the idolatrous 
heathen that the land was His, although in 
judgment He had removed His people. Lions 
were sent amongst the godless heathen, many 
of whom were slain. On their representations 
to the king that this judgment was in conse
quence of their not knowing the manner of the 
god of the land, one of the captivity priests was 
sent to Bethel for their instruction in Jewish 
worship. The result was the wicked union of 
Jehovah and idol worship; " So these nations 
feared the Lord and served their graven images, 
both their children and their children's children; 
as did their fathers so do they unto this day." 
The seventeenth chapter of Second Kings will 
afford the reader an interesting and divine 
account of the origin of those people who were 
held in such abhorrence by the Jews that the 
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vilest epithets they could apply to the Blessed 
One were that He was a Samaritan and demon-
possessed (John viii. 48). The Jews refused all 
social intercourse with the Samaritans, hence 
the surprise of the woman in being accosted so 
graciously by the Lord (John iv.), and hence the 
point too, of the beautiful parable of Luke x. 
30-37. The Samaritans alleged that theirs was 
a divine wojship and an ancient pedigree as title 
to share in the work of the returned remnant 
(Ezra iv.), but Zerubbabel rejected their claims 
and refused their co-operation in the work of the 
Lord. The Samaritan woman claimed for her
self and people a pure descent from " owr father 
Jacob," and also proposed to the Lord the 
vexed question between Jew and Samaritan: 
" Is Mount Gerizim or Jerusalem the place of 
worship?" The Lord, in His reply, levels all 
Samaritan pretension to equal Jewish right and 
privilege, "Ye worship ye know not what; we 
know what we worship: for salvation is of the 
Jews." Samaria thus rebuked and humbled 
became the scene of an extensive work of grace; 
still the Lord is ever true to Himself and to 
His ways, and so the saved Samaritans are 
indebted to Jerusalem instrumentally for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts viii. 14-17). 
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OUTLINE OF CONTENTS.—AN ESSENTIAL TRUTH—The Church NOT 
the Jewish Nation.—The Gentiles NOT the Church.—Persons 
Gathered on the Ground of God's Assembly. 

Price 2d., 3 Copies postage free. 

The Personal Return of the Lord Jesus. 
OUTLINE OF CONTENTS.—The BLESSING and the BLESSER.—"Every 

Eye shall see Him."—His. Personal Return.—"Even so, Come, 
Lord Jesus."—Summary. 

Price Sd., 3 Copies free by post for 6d. 

0 - AIDS TO BELIEVERS; being the whole 
of the Writings for Young Christians of the late Dr. C. J. 
Davis. In One Volume, A NEW AND REVISED EDITION. 
In cloth boards for I s . 6d . , postage free. 

BY P. G. PATTEESON. 
The Lord's Host, being thoughts on Christian 

Position, Conflict, and Hope. Second Edition, revised and 
enlarged. In three Parts, Twenty-two chapters in all. 

OUTLINE OF CONTENTS. 
Part L —The Purpose of God.—Judgment and the Way of Escape, 

—The Forgiveness of Sins.—The "Way of Grace and Glory, &c., &c. 
Part II.—Circumcision, Positional and Practical. —The Old. C orn of 
the Land. —The Captain of the Host. —The Loins girded withTruth. 
—Good Success in our Spiritual Warfare.—Condition of Soul, the 
Shield of Faith, &c, &c. Part III.—Realization, &c, &c 

Cloth, price Is. 6d., postage free. 

On the Ways of God; a brief outline of God's 
dealings with ISRAEL, the NATIONS, and the CHURCH, 
and His purposes for the GLORY OF CHRIST. 

CONTENTS.—Introduction.—General Scope of God's "Ways.—The 
Past History of Israel.—The Times of the Gentiles and their 
Judgment.—The Calling of the Church and her Glory.—The 
Corruption of Christendom.—The Judgment of Israel and the 
Nations Introductive of the Kingdom.—The Glory or Kingdom.— 
Satan Loosed for a little season, the Great White Throne, and the 
Eternal State.—Conclusion. 

Cloth, Is. 6d., postage free. 



BY F. CK PATTERSON-Con îwwea. 
Lectures on the Church of God, &c. 

CONTENTS.—The Body of Christ . - T h e House of God.—Christ 
amongst the Candlesticks.—Overcoming.—Our Present Condition 
and our Hope.—The Church of God in t he Glory. 

In cloth boards, I s . 6 d . , cloth l imp, I s . , postage free. 

There is One Body and One Spirit, with the 
Sequel, T H E U N I T Y O F T H E S P I R I T . A New a n d Revised 
Edition. Price 2 d . , 3 Copies postage free. 

The Son of Man. Price 2d., 3 Copies post free. 
Christ amongst the Candlesticks, and "Him 

t h a t O v e r c o m e t h . " Price 4 d . ; 2 copies postage free. 

The House of God. Price 2d.; 3 copies post free. 
The Church in the Glory and the Father's House. 

Price 2d.; 3 copies postage free. 

The New Birth.—What is it? A New Edition, 
revised. Very helpful to young Christians, &c. 

CONTENTS.—What is t h e New Birth?—Repentance.—The Two 
Natures.—The n e w Man.—"Walking in t he Spiri t .—In the Light . 

Price 2 d . , 3 Copies postage free. 

"The Church which is His Body." Price 
l | d . , 4 Copies postage free. 

£3T -^ copy of each of the above 10 valuable Books and Pamphlets 
al l by F. G. PATTERSON, will be supplied postage free for 5 s . 

Words of Truth. EDITED by F. G. PATTERSON. 
Vols. I. t o X I . can now be had , price Is. each, or t he 
full and now complete Set of Eleven Volumes for 10s., -
carriage free. This Series of Books contains m a n y valuable 
papers, contr ibuted by J . N. D., F . G. P . , C E. STUART, t h e 
late J . G. BELLETT, and others . 

The following are some of t he mos t impor t an t series of 
papers contained in t h e different vols.:—Thoughts on, 
Sacrifices (10 papers complete), God's King (10 papers com
plete), Notes on the Gospel of John (complete), Notes of Reading 
on the Book of Psalms (complete), The Present Service of the 
lord Jesus (6 papers complete), The Second Coming and 
Reign of our Lord Jesus Christ (6 papers complete), w i th 
m a n y other valuable contr ibut ions on almost every aspect 
of Christ ian t r u t h , all of which will be found very helpful 
t o Christ ians genera l ly ; also m a n y articles useful to young 
Christians, and several faithfully wr i t t en s t r ik ing Gospel 
Papers . 

LONDON: ALFRED HOLNESS, 21 PATERNOSTER R O W . 
GLASGOW : R. L. ALLAN, 143 SATCHIEHALL STREET. 

Krtintrargh: Robertson, 25 Cockburn St. | Toronto: Hallows, S64J Yonge St. 
Melbourne: Seelenmeyer, 110 Swanaton St. 
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HISTORY OF GOD'S PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON THE EARTH. 
ABRAHAM—Gen. xii. 

Promise and Testimony date from Abraham—The Root of the Olive Tree. (Rom. xi.) 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, 

Judges and Ruth, 

2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles, 

1 Kings and 2 Chronicles, ... 

Kings and Chronicles, 

This Epoch begins 

Daniel prophesied in the Court of the Gentile Conquerors during 
the whole of this period. 

The seventy weeks, or 490 years, is the great key to prophecy. 
Dan. ix. Count from the commission to rebuild the city. Neh. ii. 

Isaac, type of Christ, dead and risen, and heir of all things. 
Jacob, type of the Jew sinning and disciplined under the righteous government of God. 
Joseph, type of Christ suffering and rejected by His brethren, afterwards exalted to the 

throne of the world. 
Jacob's Sons, heads of the twelve tribes. 
Moses, type of Christ, the future deliverer of Israel; leads the people out of Egypt, across 

the Red Sea, and through the Wilderness to the borders of the Jordan. 
The Wilderness.—The people first tested by pure grace; then by pure law; lastly by mixed 

law and grace. (1) Exodus xv.-xviii.; (2) xix.-xxiv., and xxxii.; (3) xxxiv. 
The People encamp for a short time on the banks of the Jordan, where Moses dies. Here 

we have the Wilderness reviewed, and the conduct becoming Canaan detailed-
Deuteronomy. 

Joshua, type of the heavenly Christ—the Captain of salvation and leader of the Lord's 
host-conducts the people into Canaan. "Gilgal"—death to the flesh (Col. ii. 11; iii. 5), 
needful for Canaan rest and conflict. 

The Times of the Judges.—The people "seven times" sold to their enemies. (Lev. xxvi. 
18-28.) "Bochim "—the place of weeping—yet the place of blessing midst failure. 

Samuel declares Israel's corruption and announces God's last resource for the blessing of 
the world—the king—on whose personal faithfulness depended the blessing of the 
people, as exemplified in the history of these kings. Acts iii. 24. 

Saul, Israel's first king, reigned forty years. Saul type of "the King" (Dan xi. 36) of the 
"last days." 

David, head of Royalty in Israel, reigned forty years. David type of Christ, the warrior 
king of Rev. xix. 11-21. 

Solomon, type of Christ in millennial glory, as king over all the earth, reigned forty years. 
"Forty" a probationary period in Scripture. 

Kingdom divided in Rehoboam's reign. 1 Kings xi. xii. 
The Kingdom of Judah subsisted about 390 years; had twenty kings. 
The Kingdom of Israel subsisted about 260 years; had nineteen kings. 
The Ten Tribes taken captive to Assyria, from thence scattered amongst the nations. 

2 Kings xv. xvii. 
The Two Tribes, or Judah, taken captive to Babylon for seventy years. 2 Kings xxiv. xxv. ," which, commencing with Nebuchadnezzar, run on to the coming of the 

in His Kingdom." Luke xxi. 24; Daniel ii. 

The Land enjoying her 
Sabbaths—70 years' rest, thu3 

making good the ordinance, 
of the Lord in 

Lev. xxv. 1-7, 18-22. 
See also 

2 Chron. xxxvi. 21; 
Jer. xxv. 

Ezekiel prophesied during this period amongst the captives at the 
river Chebar. 

The people in captivity seventy years. 
Jeremiah prophesied during part of this period amongst the poor 

captives left in the land. 

The last historical notice of the Jews—Nehemiah. 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi prophesy during this period. 
Bstner, the book of God's secret government exercised in blessing towards the people who 

were so indifferent to Jehovah's interests—His Land and Temple—that they preferred 
remaining in the land of captivity. The name of " God " does not once occur in this book, 

History resumed on the return of a remnant from Babylon to Jerusalem. 
The state of things ecclesiastically—Ezra. 
The civil condition of things—Nehemiah. 
No divine history from Nehemiah to Christ—about 400 years, save a few notices i 

Daniel viii, and xi. 



Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. .„ 
The Acts.—Historical. The great testimony in the Acts is to 
The Epistles.—Dootrinal. 1 Corinthians and Ephesians. .,. 

!«£ 
Jerusalem still trodden > o 'C :a J 

God dealing in o M-2 » p 
All saints who have died, from Adam until the moment of Christ's .».9 -3 g « 

changed, and all together caught up to meet ft M "* 

MM « 0jtfl...Jehn Baptist announcing the Christ. The Lord's pe-senal life and ministry. 
» 8 § § S"-Christ crucified on earth, but crowned and glorified in heaven. 
r 2- S" § ...Pentecost fully come. The Holy Ghost came down and baptized believeri into 
Q. 3' * 8,"̂  the "Body of Christ," and formed them the " House of God." Acts ii. 
P\2 B'tr° Jerusalem destroyed by the Romans in the year 70. All external relationships 

» g » ^ and dealings with Israel closed in the meantime. „. •* 
g. £ S j? under foot of the Gentiles. g.« 
S1 B a ^ grace with sinners. 
°° § ̂  5' descent from heaven to the air, will be raised, and the then living 
p >? <? °? the Lord in the air. 1 Thes. iv. 13-18. 

| 111 

The Civil apostasy. The Beast—Rev. xiii. 1-10; xvii.; Dan. vii. 
(Roman Empire; its personal head, Dan. vii. 8,20, 21, 21, 25, will be a Gentile.) 

The Ecclesiastical apostasy. Rev. xiii. 11-17; 2 Thes. ii.; Dan. xi. 36-40. 
(Antichrist—so termed in John's Epistles only—will be a Jew, Dan. xi. 37.) 

§3 |r 
1 S L 

the line of testimony on earth resumed, 
own land by a certain eastern maritime power. Isa. rviii. 

Daniel's seventieth week; or seven years. This period may last longer. 

week divided by the setting up of the desolating idol. Mat. xxiv. 15. 
The latter half of the week only distinctly named in the Revelation. 
The great tribulation, lasting three and a half years, for which see Rev. xii. xiii.; 

Jer. xxx. 4-7; Dan. xii.; Mat. xxiv. 15-28. 

L S » 

The King of the North, or Assyrian. (Largely treated of in the Prophets.) The 
great scourge and political enemy of the Jews. 

CHRIST 
descends from heaven with all His saints (Rev. six. 11) and angels, and introduces the millennium by public judgment upon the nations of the West (Rev. xix. 19-21), 

then of the East (Zee. xii. and xiv.), and upon Russia (Gog), the great North-eastern power, and her allies (Ezek. xxxviii. xxxix.) 
" The Assyrian" will be involved in this destruction, which will close the Lord's indignation and anger against His people. Isa. x. 25. 

,„, i, which will close the Lord's _ _ _ . 
The ten tribes allured into the wilderness, and there dealt with, not as with the Jews in the land. Ezek. xx. xxxiv. 

The Judgment of the Son of Man upon the living nations. Mat. xxv. 31-46. 

The " Kingdom of the Father." Mat. xiii. 43. 

The " Kingdom of the 
Son of Man." 
Mat. xiii. 41. 

THE MILLENNIUM. 
CHRIST 
and the 

CHURCH 
in the same glory. 

John xvii. 22, 23; Rev. xxi. 9—xxii. 1-5. 
The dispensation of glory. Rom. viii. 21, 

Israel head of the Nations (Deut, xxviii. 12, 13), and Jerusalem a "Crown of Glory" (Isa. lxii.) 
The Nations blessed subordinated with Israel. Rom. xv. 10. 

1000 Years of blessedness to man and creation. 
Rev. xx. 4-6; Rom. viii. 19-23. 

The " Glory of the Celestial." 1 Cor. xv. 40. 

The "Glory of the 
Terrestrial." 
1 Cor. xv. 40. 

Satan loosed out of his prison for a little season, and effects the apostasy of the nations. Rev. xx. 7-9. 

As to the saints, see 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. 
The great white throne 1 Judgment of the wicked dead. 

< & * 
The saints will pass from millennial glory 

As to the wicked, see Rev. xx. 11-15. 

v>6 e \ > ^ " God is light." ^ \ * > 4 K 
0 ^ ' "God is love." 

" God all in all." 
"All things new." 

Romans xi. 33-86. 

from the judgment into the lake of fire. 


