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PALESTINE RESTORED. 

THE GREAT QUESTION OF THE TWENTIETH CENTUDY. 

TTbe 1Wcar IRestoration of tbe 3ewtsb 
Commonwealth in Palestine-

THE CHRISTIAN HOPE. 
VX7"HAT is the Hope of the Church of God? Is it 

to reach Heaven in the far distant future, or 
to soar away after death to an "unknown world ? " 
Surely not. The Lord Jesus Christ is said to be "Our 
Hope" (1 Tim. 1.1). Now hope always connects the 
believer with God's blessed future, and never im
plies the least uncertainty, for a faithful God is the 
Promiser. We are predestinated to be conformed to 
the image of God's Son (Rom. 8. 29). We are saved 
for that very purpose. Our hope is to be perfectly 
like Christ, and to be with Him in His kingdom and 
glory for ever. But for Creation-blessing, and 
Israel-glory, the earth is first deluged with blood, 
and convulsed from centre to circumference, "reels 
to and fro like a drunkard;" nor will the sword and 
spear be turned into implements of husbandry and 
the art or science of war cease to be taught (Isa. 2 . 4 ) , 
nor the groans of creation be hushed, nor earth 's 
wail of misery cease, nor broken hearts be healed, 
nor tears wiped away, nor downtrodden Judah— 
those "tribes of wandering foot and wearied breast"— 
become the ground of Jehovah's joy (Zeph. 3 . 17) 
till first Israel drinks the cup of the Lord's vengeance, 
even the dregs thereof, and experience to the full the 
agonies and throes of the great tribulation (Mark 
13. 19). 
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The Saturday Night of Earth. 

Creation groans on in "hope" (Rom. 8. 20). She 
is about to enter her Saturday night of agony. But 
deliverance is sure. Christ comes, and the bosom 
of creation throbs with joy; the presence of Christ 
creating a universal "Hallelujah" (Psa. 146; 150), 
and His consecrating footstep in the scene of His 
Cross causing a thrill of delight to the wearied sons 
of men. Judah, too, is about to pass into her great 
hour of trouble—"such as was not from the beginning 
of the creation which God created unto this time, 
neither shall be" (Mark 13. 19)—but salvation out 
of it is most sure, and her final triumph in headship 
over the nations equally certain. Hear the weeping 
prophet of Judah, "O the hope of Israel, the Saviour 
thereof in time of trouble" (Jer. 14. 8) , and the 
great Gentile Apostle, seven centuries afterwards, 
"So all Israel shall be saved: as it is writ ten, There 
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer" (see Isa. 59. 
20; Rom. 11. 26). Judah will yet rise from the dust 
of ages, and lift up her head after centuries of national 
degradation, whilst a bright Millennial Sabbath 
dawns for creation. "And thou, O tower of the flock, 
the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee 
shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom 
shall come to the daughter of Zion" (Micah 4. 8). 

Europe Convulsed. 

The German menace has passed. Europe has 
been convulsed, and is now in the throes of a great 
transforming process, but worse, far worse, is to 
follow (see Rev. 9. 13-21). 

Preserved from Judgment . 

But why should any Christian dread the future ? 
What is the certain hope of every soul washed in the 
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precious blood of Christ ? It is to be like Christ, t<> 
be with Christ, and to reign in life and glory with 
Christ for ever. This, then , is our blessed ' ' Hope . ' ' 
The Lord Jesus first announced it to His sorrowing 
disciples: "I come again, and receive you unto 
Myself" (John 14. 3). How we shall be gathered 
together—the sleeping dead and living saints—and 
the order in which all is accomplished, we are in
formed by the pen of inspiration in 1 Thess. 4. 13-18. 

Apos ta te C h r i s t e n d o m . 
Earnestly would we press upon our Christian 

readers that not a cloud of judgment can break over 
their heads, nor one ripple of the coming wave— 
which will assuredly roll over the bosom of an 
apostate Christendom and the more distant yet 
guilty part of the world—reach their feet. Noah 
must FIRST be safe in the ark (Gen. 7. 16) before the 
old world could be engulfed, and wrapped about in 
its watery winding-sheet. Lot must FIRST be got 
safa out of Sodom before it could suffer its fiery 
baptism (Gen. 19. 22). So the Church of God—the 
wThole company of the redeemed—with the saints of 
past ages will f i rs t be gathered out of this world, 
and all caught up in the clouds to meet their precious 
Lord in the air , the foretold trysting place between 
Christ and His loved ones (1 Thess. 4. 17). Yes, 
before ever a seal is broken (Rev. 6) , or a trumpet 
blown (Rev. 8) , or a vial poured out (Rev. 16), the 
saints of God are witnessed in Heaven (Rev. 4) , 
while harp and song tell of their triumph (Rev. 5) . 
We await , therefore, in confidence the fulfilment of 
our Lord's promise. "I come again ." What have 
wrars, or peoples, or events to do with the Lord 
descending from Heaven, our departure from earth, 
and the promised meeting with the Lord in the air? 
This is New Testament Revelation, not Prophecy. 
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The Coming at Hand . 
The Lord Himself is about to come. The im

pression that His coming is at hand is everywhere 
deepening and spreading. It is felt that there is no 
hope for a distracted Church, torn by internal strife 
and a standing witness to utter failure, save in the 
immediate return of Christ. Saints of God, let us be 
up and doing, for the night is almost gone and the 
first faint streaks of the coming morning of joy and 
glory are discernible! As the final word from Christ 
falls upon our souls, "Surely I come quickly," 
may our hearts in truth respond, "Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus." Amen and Amen. 

THE ETERNAL EASTERN QUESTION. 
We are not at all surprised at the repeated failures 

of statesmen and the futile efforts of diplomacy to 
successfully grapple with the Eastern Question, 
really the Jewish Question. The longer we reflect 
on this great and burning problem, and the more 
carefully we examine it in the light of the ever-living 
and abiding Word of God, the more are we satisfied 
that it is the Jewish, and not merely the Eastern 
Question; that it directly concerns the Jew; that it 
will be finally settled by Christ at His second 
Advent, not in London, Paris , Petrograd, Berlin, 
nor Constantinople, but in JERUSALEM, and that the 
result will be the full and glorious triumph of 
the Jewish people and their headship over the 
nations, with Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah, 
and in the presence and Personal Reign of the 
Messiah (Jer. 3 . 17). 

How can you settle a question in which the deter 
mining factor—the Jew—is deliberately omitted? 
A thorough and in all respects satisfactory and per
manent settlement of the "Eternal Eastern Question," 
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as it has been contemptuously termed, involves 
consequences of the most serious character. Pro
phetic Scripture discloses bloodier scenes than what 
we have witnessed of late. It tells of a va^t and 
unparalleled world war, drenching Europe and Asia 
in blood, Great Britain and Russia—the two largest 
empires in deadly conflict—the west against the 
north-east. The decisive battles of the world are 
to be fought in the vicinity of Jerusalem (Rev. 
16. 12-16). 

Russia and India. 

Why this dread of Russian encroachment in the 
East? Why the constant fear of the Muscovite's 
approach towards India ? Within the last sixty years 
the Russian troops have encroached in Central Asia 
1200 miles, and more, she will yet grasp at further 
terri tory. She will never rest till Asia is at her 
feet—Will she then? The conquest of Palestine, 
and the complete destruction of the people, and 
plunder of Jewish wealth is her last effort 
(Ezek. 39). Why the constant exposure of her 
intrigues on the very confines of that vast and 
richest of British possessions? Why that steady, 
silent nearing of troops from Russia, and secret 
undermining of English influence in that ' ' Pearl in 
his Majesty's diadem' '? Why this re-opening of the 
" Question' ' in Central Asia? Why, too, the 
secret Anglo-Turkish Convention ceding the ancient 
Isle of Cyprus to Great Britain ? That island was 
carefully selected to serve as a base and centre of 
mili tary operations in the East . Its position in the 
Mediterranean is a most commanding one, and its 
cession to this country with its close proximity to 
Asia Minor helped to bring this country into direct 
interference with affairs in the East , and especially 
wi th what concerns Palestine and the Jews This i« 
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no theory of ours, as the avowed object of possessing 
the island, and forming it into a mili tary and naval 
station . was to enable this country to more effectually 
maintain her real or supposed interests in those parts 
of the world quickly coming within the sphere of the 
prophetic future. 

Egypt and Palest ine . 

England's direct interference first in the internal 
government of Egypt , and then its annexation, is a 
clear indication that the commercial and political 
interests of England are circling round the East. 
The East was the cradle of the human race and the 
birthplace of civilisation. There, too, the sons of 
Shem were to be geographically located. There, 
also, we witness the rise, course, and downfall of 
empire. There the primary principles of civil 
government were first exercised. But the interest 
intensifies as Jerusalem is regarded as the spot where 
the doom and then the blessing of the Gentiles and 
of the world are made good, where, too, the great 
moral and political questions affecting man at large 
are definitely settled. 

Asia is the largest of the continents, being four 
and a half times larger than Europe, or one-third of 
the land surface of the globe. Its population is-
estimated at 790,000,000, giving about forty persons 
to each square mile. 

Asia Minor is the most westerly portion of the 
continent, and is in size about 900 miles from east 
to west, and about 400 miles in breadth from north 
to south. 

Palestine, that narrow strip of country bordering 
the Meditefranean, is about 190 miles in length from 
north to south; the average breadth is about 70' 
miles. It covers an area of about 12,000 square 
miles. The countries of Holland, Belgium, and 
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Switzerland are tibout the same size. The pro
phetically defined limits of the country (Gen. 15. 
18) are from the Nile (Africa) to the Euphrates 
(Asia), west to east, and from Hethlon to Kadesh. 
north to south (Ezek. 48. 1-28). This is computed 
to give an area of about 300,000 square miles, or 
nearly twice and a half larger than Great Britain 
and Ireland together. 

Britain t he Deliverer. 

We would not dogmatise on points or subjects 
where Scripture is silent, and hence we do not 
positively assert, however likely it may appear on 
political and commercial grounds, that Great Britain 
is the commercial power spoken of in the book of 
Isaiah, chapter 18, which, by her merchant navy, will 
restore the Jews as a nation to their land in unbelief 
and for political ends. Personally, we believe that 
Great Britain is the delivering Power, and recent 
events have but strengthened our conviction. 
Better leave the Jew to be dealt with by the Lord, 
for, alas! whoever meddles with that ancient people 
will do so to their own hurt (Zech. 12. 3) . In that 
very comprehensive chapter of but seven verses 
(Isa. 18) Jehovah is represented as taking His rest 
and considering in His dwelling place, but it is a 
calm before the storm bursts. God frowns upon the 
effort to restore His people in a merely human way, 
and on purely selfish grounds, and so lets loose the 
unbridled rage of the surrounding Gentiles upon the 
newly-gathered people. 

Present Events Do Not Count. 

It is a frequently asked question: Is this event or 
that the fulfilment of prophecy? Are the weeks of 
years of Daniel 's celebrated prophecy (chap. 9. 24-27) 
presently running their course? Unhesitatingly we 
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answer no, and we wish we could sufficiently impress 
upon our readers that the Jewish people in their land 
is the centre of divine history; that they, too, are the 
people spoken of in Isaiah, and by all the prophets, 
and the great subject of prophetic dealing on the 
earth, and hence that present wars and events are 
not chronicled in the prophetic Word, for the simple 
reason that the land of Canaan is not yet occupied 
by Israel. When that takes place then the course of 
prophecy, interrupted by the rejection of the Messiah, 
is resumed and brought to its final consummation in 
the triumph of the Jew and the subordination of the 
Gentile. It is the slain Lamb who opens the pro
phetic future (Rev. 5. 5-7). During the present 
reign of grace He sits (Heb. 10. 12). In opening the 
future He stands (Rev. 5 . 6 ) . This is a point of very 
great importance, ignorance of which has led to no 
end of mistakes, and hence done much to discredit 
the study of the prophetic Scriptures. Israel is the 
subject of prophecy, and subordinately the nations. 
"When the Most High divided to the nations their 
inheritance, when He separated the sons of Adam, 
He set the bounds of the people according to the 
number of the children of Israel. For the Lord's 
portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His 
inheritance" (Deut. 32. 8, 9) . Again, "You 
only have I known of all the families of the ear th" 
(Amos 3 . 2). 

The Translation—A Revelation . 

The translation of the saints to Heaven at any 
moment is independent of prophetic events. It is 
the subject of New Testament revelation (1 Thess. 
4 . 15), not of prophecy. Are you ready to meet the 
Lord Jesus Christ ? Are you standing with fixed 
gaze upon Him yonder, loins girt , lamp tr immed, 
light brightly burning, and heart yearning for His 
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return from Heaven ? Then succeed the. events 
recorded in the prophets and in the prophetic portions 
of the New Testament, the ground-work of them all 
being the re-establishment of Israel in the land of 
promise by Gentile aid and under Gentile protection. 
Events of the utmost magnitude and of startling 
importance to the nations, both in the east and west, 
will be the result of the national restoration of Judah , 
thus bringing Europe and Asia into direct contact 
with the Jewish people; actions, plans, and counsels 
will then revolve around the Jew, and thus all come 
within the circle of direct prophetic dealing. 

Who Shall Rule Palestine ? 

In the meantime present events and notable signs 
are fast tending to the consummation of Jewish 
restoration; so many Jewish families arc returning 
to Palestine that the belief with many sincere but 
not soundly-instructed Christians is: Surely the 
return of Israel foretold by the prophets has com
menced—that the Sun of Righteousness is rising with 
healing in His wings for that long down-trodden 
and cruelly oppressed people. But no; present 
Jewish emigration to the Holy Land is not the return 
predicted by the Hebrewr prophets—that will, in 
the first instance, be a national one, and accomplished 
in unbelief both on the part of the deliverer and the 
delivered, and that very question is now the question 
of the day : What is to be done with Palestine ? Why 
not hand it over to its rightful people the Jews ? 
It is theirs by inalienable right. It is the only solu
tion which will satisfy all parties. No Gentile Power 
will be allowed possession of Palestine. After the 
return in unbelief and consequent conversion of the 
nation there will be an individual return of Israelites 
from amongst the distant Gentiles (Isa. 27. 12, 13, 
with Matt. 24. 31). 
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Russia's Recovery. 

We cannot shut our eyes to the stern fact that this 
country will be brought face to face with the great 
northern power, Russia, and further that the 
antagonistic position openly taken up by this nation 
in Central Asia will eventually break out into open 
and deadly strife; whether this will happen before 
the Jews are restored, and as preparatory to i t . we 
do not positively assert, but after their restoration 
nothing is more certain. England, forming an in
tegral part of the revived Roman Empire , will be 
actuated by motives and plans which will set her in 
direct opposition and strife to that deadly hater of 
the Jews, the future Gog. The downfall of Czardom 
is only a temporary check. Russia will recover 
herself and dominate the East . Germany will be 
one of her vassal allies in the closing conflicts (Ezek. 
38. 6) . Gomer is the ancient name of Germany. 
Of all this, and more, the prophetic Word fully 
assures us. 

As to the value of treaties and agreements, they 
are not counted of much worth in the political 
morality of the nations, and here again the voice of 
God has spoken, that the very lands which have had 
the light of t ruth , and which now boast of treaties 
kept and preserved, will yet deliberately infringe 
upon and break a seven years' league entered into 
with the Jew (Dan. 9. 27). It has been done of late, 
and will again be repeated when necessity arises. 
Political national morality is at a discount. We are 
convinced that Great Britain 's protection of Asia 
Minor and her practical management of the internal 
and political affairs of Egypt will ere long involve 
her directly in the Jewish Question as the political 
ally of the Jew, and the opponent of Gog, or Russia. 
Her protectorate, however, over these eastern lands 
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will be but temporary, and only partially exercised, 
as Scripture points to a kingdom yet to be estab
lished in the Syrian possessions of Turkey, north of 
Palestine, and further, that this new kingdom will 
be upheld by Russian power and influence, the king 
of which will be Jehovah's rod in the punishment of 
His guilty and apostate people—Israel. 

About the Future. 

May the Lord graciously preserve His own from all 
anxiety as to the future, which is one bright to His 
praise and their glory, and maintain our hearts in 
present and deepening fellowship with Himself; 
living in spirit in that sphere where Christ is—in 
that unclouded scene of uncreated glory where Christ 
and we through grace are one. 

THE JEWS, PALESTINE, AND THE 
NATIONS. 

The downfall of the Turkish Empire is almost an 
accomplished fact. First stripped of her European 
provinces, her Asiatic possessions will fall into the 
hands of Russia. The activity of the young Turkish 
party for a time and the social regeneration of the 
empire indicated that it had apparently entered on 
a new phase of life; but its grip on certain Bible 
lands is gone. Palestine, Egypt, Asia Minor, e tc . , 
are freed from the Mohammedan power, and are about 
to take their place in the prophetic plan. 

As Seen from Palestine. 

Let us transport ourselves to Palestine and make 
our standpoint Jerusalem set by the Lord God "in 
the midst of the nations and countries that are round 
about he r , " and soon to become "the throne of the 
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L O R D , " and the gathering centre of the nations 
(Jer. 3 . 17). Make the Jew the centre of our thoughts, 
that interesting land and people being the ground
work of God's plans and dealings on the earth. 
From thence He will govern the earth. The land 
belongs to Jehovah, and the Jew is His tenant (Lev. 
25. 23). He will soon claim the land in its full 
length and breadth as originally gifted to Abraham, 
from the Nile to the Euphrates (Gen. 15. 18), and 
settle His people in it for ever. The Turk has been 
driven out of Palestine. 

T h e Grecian E m p i r e . 

In deep reverence of spirit let us turn to our Bibles, 
noting a few points in the great book of Gentile 
prophecy—Daniel, chapter 11. The first thirty-five 
verses of that chapter have had a past yet typical 
fulfilment in the history of the Syrian and Egyptian 
kingdoms created on the break-up of the Grecian 
Empire—the "leopard" of chapter 7 . 6 and the 
"brass" of the great image, chapter 2 . 39. Alexander 
the Great ascended the Macedonian throne at the 
early age of twenty, and in the course of twelve 
years he conquered the whole of the then known 
world. He is spoken of as the self-willed and "mighty 
k ing" (Dan. 11. 3) , and a "great horn" (chap. 8 . 8 ) . 
Consequent on the death of the renowned Grecian 
his vast empire was partitioned out into four distinct 
kingdoms, roughly specified as Macedonia in the 
w^est, Persia in the east, Syria in the north, and 
Egypt in the south. Only the northern and southern 
kingdoms are referred to in our chapter. A simple 
reference to a map will establish the identity of the 
kings of the north and of the South with the king
doms founded by Alexander's successors in those 
parts , and whose doings are here so circumstantially 
and graphically detailed; they lie due north and 
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south of Palestine. The territory formerly occupied 
by these kings, as also Canaan itself, has been long 
under Turkish rule; Egypt or the south is now a 
British possession. Palestine, too, is free. 

"The Time of the End." 
Now, let us return to our chapter, carefully com

paring verse 40 with verse 1 of chapter 12. Does not 
that expression, "the time of the end," carry us for
ward to a point not yet reached—to that interesting 
moment when Michael, "the great prince/ ' will act 
on behalf of Israel at the most solemn and interesting 
crisis in her history (Dan. 12. 1); when the full 
blessing and deliverance of Daniel's people will be 
enjoyed soon after the close of the great tribulation— 
"the time of Jacob's trouble ?" The dismemberment 
of the Ottoman Empire was a necessity for the 
emancipation of Canaan, and for the establishment 
of independent kingdoms north and south of Im-
manuel 's land. Thank God it is now an accomplished 
fact. These events are not contingent on the chances 
of war or diplomatic efforts, but they form an integral 
part of the divine plan about to be WTOught out for 
the glory of Christ. The world will never get right 
till the glory of Christ breaks forth on behalf of His 
ancient people. 

Future History. 
From verse 36 to the end of the chapter we have the 

future history of the kingdoms to be revived in 
connection with Judah, when returned to her land. 
This is an important point, since it distinguishes 
with precision past fulfilment from what is future. 
A few remarks upon this may assist the reader. 
Chapters 10, 11, and 12 constitute but one vision, 
and the concluding one of the book. Moreover, the 
vision in its full bearing refers to the latter days of 

B 
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Daniel 's people—the Jews (chap. 10. 14). But 
what stamps with certainty the futurity of the events 
narrated in these chapters is that the time of trial 
and the deliverance of Judah (chap. 12) is referred 
to by our Lord in His great prophetic discourse 
(Matt. 24. 25), about five hundred and seventy 
years after the prophecy of Daniel was penned, as 
then future, deliverance being effected by the 
personal Coming of the Son of Man. Compare the 
language of Daniel 12. 1 with Matthew 24. 2 1 ; also 
verse 11 of the prophet with verse 15 of the evan
gelist . Now it is to be noted that the Holy Land is 
the great subject of contention between the kings of 
the north and of the south; it was so, and soon it 
will be. Attention is being directed to Jerusalem, 
soon to rise from the dust, and become a "crown of 
glory" amongst the nations (Jer. 3 . 17); and ere 
long all eyes will be turned to Palestine, and almost 
exclusive observation directed to that city and 
people over which the Saviour wept, and where and 
for whom His precious blood was shed. 

What Has Been!—What Will B e ! 

The effect of the breaking up of the Turkish Em
pire is to change the whole political aspect of affairs. 
Numbers of devout Mohammedans are crossing the 
Bosphorus to find a grave in Asia, from whence 
they came. It has been said, "The Turks are en
camped in Europe," and their camp is breaking up. 
The independence of Egypt, a kingdom set up in 
northern Syria under Russian suzerainty, Canaan 
peopled by the children of Jacob, and other grave 
events follow as the result of the collapse of the 
Mussulman power. War and diplomacy will bring 
about these changes. Then the land, peopled by the 
Jew, which the Lord God careth for, on which His 
eyes rest "perpetually, ' ' becomes all-important, 
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and the possession of it the object of ambition by 
the surrounding powers. The first thirty-five verses of 
chapter 11, as has been remarked, have had but an 
incomplete fulfilment, for at "the time of the end 
shall be the vision." The interesting and minute 
history of the Ptolemies (south) and the Seleucidae 
(north) is given in connection with Palestine and her 
people. The wars, intrigues, squabbles, and con
flicts for possession of Palestine, their friendships, 
family alliances, state policy, etc . , are a simple 
matter of history, and are fully and circumstantially 
related in our chapter—profane history is not more 
full and precise. God's blessed Word records what 
will be; history notes what has been. But, like all 
prophecy, the doings of these kings are but typical 
of what transpires at the close of the age. The cul
minating point of all prophecy is the Lord's second 
return from Heaven with all His saints (Jude 14; 
Rev. 19. 11). Now from verse 36 we leave past and 
partial fulfilment for what is distinctly future. 
Hence from that verse history cannot show an 
accomplishment; the events narrated are not yet 
written in its pages. 

Eastern History Resumed . 

In the second part of our chapter (from verse 36) we 
read of three kings; in the former part of two only; 
either one or other coveting possession of the Holy 
Land. What , then, is the clear conclusion ? Simply 
that from the time that Rome, the "fourth beast dread
ful and terrible" of chapter 7 . 7 , and the "iron" and 
"clay" of the image of chapter 2. 33, assumed the 
mastery of the world, annexing as part of its domin
ions the kingdoms of Syria, Egypt , and Judea, a long 
interval of nigh 2000 years has taken place, during 
which there is no tracing of the world's history in the 
sacred pages. Eastern history at least will be resumed 
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with the partial independence of Palestine, and its 
resettlement by its rightful inhabitants. 

The Present Interval—What ? 

How is the present interesting interval spoken of 
and regarded in Scripture ? It is known in the epistles 
as the day of grace—of God's long-suffering towards 
a guilty world. It is the time during which God is 
bearing testimony to His risen and glorified Son, and 
in course of which He is gathering by His Spirit, His 
Grace, and His Word a people out of the world— 
co-heirs with His beloved Son. The close of this 
period is unrevealed; it has nothing to do with 
"times and seasons." The translation of all saints 
to meet the Lord in the "air" (1 Thess. 4. 17) may 
take place at any moment, and thus close God's 
present actings in grace; then the course of earthly 
dealing will be resumed, and Judah become, as 
before, all-important in taking up the broken threads 
of the world's history. Palestine as a country, 
Israel as a people, and Jerusalem as a city are the 
prophetic and historic bases of the world's future. 
The Jew in history and prophecy is the key to both. 

"The King"—Who is He? 
Observe that a person styled "the king" is abruptly 

introduced into the history in verse 36, and further, 
that he is the object of attack both by the northern 
and southern kings (v. 40). Who is this personage? 
That he is of Jewish extraction seems evident from 
verse 37, "Neither shall he regard the God of his 
fathers," fitting language as expressive of Jewish 
traditional religion; Gentiles are spoken of as being 
"without God in the world" (Eph. 2. 12). And, it is 
added, "nor the desire of women," that is the 
Messiah, the object of desire by godly women of old. 
This king, then, is the "Antichrist," a title only 
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found in John 's epistles, and used as the expression 
of his religious or rather anti-religious character. 
"The king" is his designation in connection with the 
people and land of Judea. We have thus three 
kings distinctly pointed out: (1) the king of the 
North, or Syria; (2) the king of the South, or Egypt; 
(3) "the king" of Palestine, who reigns in Jerusalem 
during part of the prophetic crisis nigh at hand. 

The Assyrian or King of the North. 

The king of the north, more generally termed in 
the Jewish prophets " the Assyrian" (Isa. 10. 24; 
14. 25; Micah 5. 5), appears to be the political 
enemy of restored Israel and the energetic leader of 
the confederated nations north and east of the Holy 
Land. "Come," say they, "and let us cut them off 
from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be 
no more in remembrance" (Psa. 83. 4) . We talk 
much of Antichrist, because of his connection with 
apostate Christendom at the close of the age; but the 
prophets say little of him compared to what they do 
of the Assyrian, the cruel oppressor and deter
mined enemy of Israel in her land. "The king" or 
Antichrist reigns in the land accepted by the mass of 
the people according to the Lord's prediction (John 
5. 43), "If another shall come in his own name, him 
ye will receive." 

The Assyrian, or northern king, on the con
trary, comes against the land and nation. Chapter 
8 of our prophet furnishes us with further particulars 
respecting this power, the first who directly meddled 
with Israel, and her last enemy yet to come. Assyria 
destroyed the ten-tribed kingdom of Israel before the 
rise and career of Babylon, the destroyer of Judah . 
This is a simple matter of history, but in the future 
the order is reversed, the Assyrian comes up last. 
We shall never be clear as to the prophetic future 
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unless we very clearly distinguish "the little horn" 
of chapter 7 from "the little horn" of chapter 8.* 
They are totally distinct and opposing powers, the 
former commanding in the west and the latter in the 
north, but both in connection with Israel. 

The "horn" of chapter 7 heads the revived Roman 
Empire, makes an alliance with the apostate nation 
(chap. 9. 27), and persecutes the God-fearing rem
nant of Jews and Gentiles; whereas the "horn" of 
chapter 8, arising out of the fragments of Alexander's 
Empire, heads the confederated nations outside the 
limits of the Roman earth, having the destruction of 
Israel and possession of her land as his objects. 
The geographical position of this "li t t le horn ," 
whom we regard as identical with the king of the 
north and the Assyrian, may be gathered from 
verse 9, chapter 8. He occupies the territory (Syria) 
north of Palestine, and pushes his conquests south, 
east, and toward the "pleasant land" (Judea), 
which he invades, overrunning the whole country, 
destroying the people, as also their ecclesiastical 
and civil rulers (vv. 10, 24). 

Fully allowing for a past and partial fulfilment in 
the awful deeds of cruelty and impiety at tr ibuted in 
history to Antiochus Epiphanes, who actually con
templated the destruction of the whole nation, the 
full accomplishment of this prophetic chapter must 
be sought for at the end of the age (compare verse 19 
with chap. 10 of Isaiah). 

The King—Who is His Chief? 

The cruel and crafty enemy of the Jews we have 
been considering is not an independent potentate; 
"his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power" 

* In chapter 8 the first and fourth empires are omitted—only the second (the 
Persian) and the third (the Grecian) are immortalised in the chapter. It is out of 
the northern part of the broken up Grecian Empire that this "l i t t le horn" arises— 
portrayed as a fierce and turbulent character. 
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(Dan. 8. 24), that is, his power is a delegated one. 
Who is his chief? As the Antichrist exercises the 
sovereign power in Palestine, being accepted by the 
nation of Judah returned in unbelief, and the faithful 
ally of the Beast (Roman power revived) sharing in 
the idolatry, blasphemy, wickedness, and doom of 
the great western Gentile, so a somewhat similar 
connection will exist between this king and Gog. 
He owes his royal power to Gog, the Emperor of all 
the Russias. 

Gog's Great Adventure. 

Now let us read verse 17 of chapter 38 of Ezekiel. 
"Thus saith the Lord God: Art thou he of whom I 
have spoken in old time by My servants the prophets 
of Israel, which prophesied in those days many years 
that I would bring thee against them ? " This being 
said of Gog has led many to suppose that Gog and the 
Assyrian are one. We judge, however, that Daniel 
8. 24 decides that point. The northern king, of 
fierce countenance, acts as the vicegerent of another 
and more powerful chief. The separate identity of 
Gog and the Assyrian, or king of the north, is clear; 
they are closely allied, however. As already pointed 
out the king of the north, or the Assyrian, is upheld 
by the power of Gog (Russia); whilst Antichrist in 
the land acts in the power of the Latin Empire. 
What is said by the prophet of the captivity about 
Gog is attr ibuted by the prophets of Israel to the 
Assyrian. We will select one passage from the most 
comprehensive of the prophets (Isa. 10. 5, 6) as 
showing whom God will bring against His guilty and 
apostate people as a scourge in his hand: " 0 Assyrian, 
the rod of Mine anger, . . . I will send him against an 
hypocritical nation, and against the people of My 
wrath will I give him a charge to take the spoil and 
to take the prey, and to tread them down like mire of 
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the streets." This treading down of the Jewish people 
we have attributed to "the little.horn" of Daniel 8, 
the same personage as the Assyrian. The invasion 
of Israel by Gog is challenged by the western powers 
(Ezek. 38. 13), but it is of no avail. The cupidity 
of Gog lures him on, and the fury of Jehovah breaks 
out upon Gog and his numerous followers. Human 
and divine judgment (vv. 21, 22) decimates the 
host, but a sixth part is spared. There will be several 
invasions of Judea under the leadership of the 
Assyrian; but the last attack, conducted on a large 
scale, and by Gog in person, is the one referred to by 
Ezekiel, and will take place shortly after the Lord 
has taken to Himself His Kingdom and commenced 
His reign, the risen and glorified saints sharing 
His reign in glory over the earth. 

The prophet and seer of visions tell us of Persia in 
the east, Ethiopia in the south, Libya in the west, 
and many other nations coming down under the 
leadership of Gog like a cloud to cover the land. * The 
apparently defenceless state of Judea; its numerous 
and thriving villages, having neither walls, bars, 
nor gates (save Jerusalem, Isa. 60), seem to offer 
an easy prey to the neighbouring nations, while the 
world's wealth, centralised in the Jew, will awaken 
the cupidity of the-powers (Ezek. 38. 10-13). To 
plunder and destroy are the objects of this mighty 
confederation (see Isa. 33, which also refers to Gog's 
attack). Alas! little do they dream that Jehovah 
hath girded Zion with strength, and that the Keeper 
of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is there, Israel's glory and defence, 
and His and their enemies only reach the Judean 
mountains to find destruction and a grave, whilst 

•Great Britain and Russia have together guaranteed the independence of Persia, 
but already the latter is slowly exercising an all-powerful influence in the govern
ment of the country which will soon fall entirely into Russia's hands. This we 
pointed out years ago. Persia will fall into the hands of Russia (Ezek. 38. 5) . 
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their immense wealth swells the treasures already 
gathered in Immanuel's land (chap. 39). The 
chosen leader of this expedition against restored 
Israel is Gog himself, accompanied with many re
nowned captains of other lands. 

Immanuel ' s Land Recovered. 

Ezekiel, chapters 38 and 39, supply many par
ticulars of real and abiding interest. Read es
pecially verses 8, 11, 12, 14-16 of chapter 38 and 
answer: Could any save a deeply-prejudiced mind 
entertain the slightest doubt as to the time when 
these nations will gather against Israel ? Has 
Immanuel 's land been recovered from the sword of 
her oppressors? Are not her streets yet trodden by 
the Gentile, and her people scattered amongst the 
nations? Are not her mountains laid waste, and her 
cities in ruins? But those two chapters present the 
reversal of all this . How the Jews are to be restored 
by the help of a certain commercial nation, a people 
possessing many and distant dependencies, with a 
numerous fleet of swift-going ships employed in the 
work of Jewish emigration to Palestine, and when 
restored deserted by their allies, become again a prey 
to the Gentiles is told us within the brief compass 
of seven verses (Isa. 18). The return of Ephraim, 
or the ten tribes, is, in the main, the subject of 
chapters 20 and 34 of Ezekiel. Observe that the 
time and manner of the restoration of the two houses 
of Israel are entirely different. Read the touching 
account of the return of weeping Ephraim in Jere
miah 3 1 . 6-9, and the equally touching and exquisite 
account of the meeting of the two houses of Israel in 
Isaiah 49. 12-23. 
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GOG OR RUSSIA (Ezek. 38 ; 39) 

Who is Gog ? The answer is at hand. The reference 
is to the vast and growing power of Russia, the out
come of the warlike Slavonic tribes of ancient 
origin, descended from Japheth, eldest son of Noah 
(Gen. 10. 2). The capital cities of European and 
Asiatic Russia are named in the first verses of the 
two chapters. "Meshech" (Moscow), formerly the 
seat of Government of European-Russia, now second 
city of the empire, and ' T u b a l " (Tobolsk), chief 
city of Siberia, are not only thus early designated, 
but Russia itself is distinctly named, and tha t , too, 
fourteen and a half centuries before she was known 
as Russia. The words in the beginning of our chap
ters, "the chief Prince of Meshech, and Tuba l , " 
should read "Prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tuba l . " 
Such is the reading in the Greek version of the Old 
Testament, so largely quoted from and referred to 
by our Lord and the New Testament writers (see also 
R . V . ) . Thus Russia—and were it still doubted, 
the naming of her chief cities will surely establish 
the fact—is clearly pointed out in the Scriptures of 
t ru th , a certain proof of the futurity of this remark
able prophecy. Her geographical position is also 
indicated: "And thou shalt come from thy place 
out of the north parts." Gog is a symbolic term for 
the head of all the Russias; Magog, also symbolic, 
is his land. 

The Last Russian Ruler. 

Gog is the last Emperor of the vast Russian Em
pire. Who he is we are not informed, nor are we 
told the name of the Beast, Gog's western antagonist 
(Rev. 13. 17, 18). People have foolishly referred to 
the Napoleons and to others of celebrity in trying to 
guess the name of the Beast. Its signification re-
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quires wisdom, and they have shown their want of 
it by referring to certain living persons. The utter 
defeat of Gog's last and gigantic expedition against 
Judea, consisting of cavalry and troops of every 
description ; the awful destruction of the "mighty 
army," which for numbers is compared to a cloud 
covering the land, of which but a sixth part is spared; 
the burning of the weapons of war for seven years, 
so that the forests will be untouched, and Israel 
supplied with firewood by the vast quantity of 
warlike implements gathered as spoil from the 
vanquished foe; Jehovah's hand in judgment 
reaching Magog (Russia), the centre of this last 
and terrible outburst of hatred against Israel; the 
effect of these awful judgments, and marked 
deliverance of Israel, upon the heathen and upon 
Jehovah's people, are graphically told us in these 
(Ezekiel) chapters 38, 39. 

The unwisdom of the late Czar provoked revolu
tionary elements which led to the fall of the monarchy. 
But Russia will rise and assert herself and become 
great, the greatest power in Asia. 

Russia—Past and Future. 

A few particulars about Russia may here be given. 
Russia is evidently destined to become master in 
Asia. Her frontier line across Asia is 5000 miles in 
length. Her vast empire stretches over half of 
Europe and nigh the whole of northern Asia, now 
covering an area of more than 9,000,000 square 
miles. Her dominions compose about a seventh of 
the habitable earth. Russia commands a military 
force of many, many millions. She will be no mean 
foe to contend with when the great and closing 
struggle is really entered upon. It is well known 
that the Russian policy is one of steady aggression, 
not chiefly in Europe, but in Asia, and that she has 
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long coveted sole mastery in the East. "Go East" 
has been her cry for the last two hundred years. In 
the late Japanese war Russia for the first time in her 
history suffered a severe check in her career of ex
pansion. But Russia is sure to recover herself, and 
go forward in her prophetically destined course. 
Her late alliance with Germany was a bit of 
disastrous policy. Her population is about 
160,000,000. No empire has such inexhaustible 
resources in men and minerals. No temporary check 
can hinder Russian expansion. 

Russia was almost entirely unknown to the Greeks 
and Romans, and it was not till A .D. 862 that the 
history of the great northern kingdom commenced. 
Ruric, a Norman pirate, founded the first royal 
dynasty of Russia, which existed till 1598. Till the 
accession of Ruric " Russia " as the name of the 
country was not known, although, as we have seen, 
specificially pointed out in Scripture. The founda
tion, however, of the present greatness of the empire 
was laid by Peter the Great, and its rapid progress 
under his reign and that of Catherine I I . is almost 
unequalled in history. Paganism was abolished in 
Russia by Vladimir, the first Christian Czar, about 
988, but it was not till the twelfth century that 
Christianity was established in the land. The over
throw of idolatry,with the introduction of Christianity 
and spread of the Scriptures, all emanating from 
the Greek Church, is an important era in the history 
of this kingdom. The Emperor exercised despotic 
power in the State, and was also the recognised 
head of the National Church. The Russian nobility, 
however, exercised a powerful influence in the 
counsels of the Czar. St. Petersburg (now called 
Petrograd), capital of the empire, was founded by 
Peter the Great in 1703, and is distant from London 
about 1500 miles. Russia is at present in the throes 
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of a revolution, but not for long. Czardom will 
ultimately govern; it is the best form of government 
for the country. 

Russia is the most ambitious and grasping of 
modern kingdoms, and, we are compelled to add, 
most faithless in public honour and treaty engage
ments, as also in the means employed to accomplish 
her designs. The character ascribed to her in the 
prophetic Scriptures, coupled with her frequent 
outbreaks of undisguised hostility to her Jewish 
subjects, exhibit Russia in a most unfavourable 
light. The recent recall of persecuting edicts against 
her Christian subjects is a hopeful sign. Yet there 
are many saints of God in that vast empire, and we 
have reason to believe that more than one of her 
Emperors have had their names written in the Lamb's 
Book of Life. 

Russia Coveting India. 

Russia has for ages meditated the conquest of 
India, and from the commencement of her history 
has eagerly coveted possession of Constantinople. 
Her hankering after the Bosphorus commenced with 
her first attack upon Constantinople in the ninth 
century and during the reign of her first king, Ruric, 
or Prince of Novgorod; the title " Czar," or its French 
equivalent, "Emperor ," was first used of Ivan I I I . , 
who became sole ruler of the empire in 1462, and 
thus founded the present Russian monarchy 

Constantinople or StambouL 

From the period of the first Russian attack on 
Constantinople in 865, which singularly enough was 
repulsed mainly by a Turkish tribe, the impression 
has been shared by many that Constantinople will 
yet be held by the Muscovite. We have just come 
across the following from a modern history: "It was 
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said that in the square of Taurus, in the Eastern 
Capital, an equestrian statue was inscribed with a 
prophecy to that effect." 

The Byzantine capital was founded by a certain 
King of Megara six centuries and a half before Christ. 
It was termed Byzantium, after the name of its 
founder. The history of this ancient Greek city reads 
more like romance than sober fact. But where is this 
wonderful city situated ? It forms the connecting 
link between the two continents, Europe and Asia, 
and stands most advantageously for commerce on the 
southern side of the Bosphorus, and thus between 
the Sea of Marmora and the Black Sea, the Bosphorus 
uniting both. This latter is only about sixteen miles 
long, and not above at any point a mile and a half 
broad. The Asiatic and European shores of the 
Bosphorus at the narrowest part are not more than 
five hundred yards apart . Thus a loud speaker on the 
older continent can be distinctly heard in Europe, 
or vice versa. 

Constantinople was greatly enlarged and beautified 
by Constantine in A . D . 330, whr Tiade it the capital 
of the Roman world, an4 gave to it its present name. 
The Turks, however, prefer to call it Stamboul. Its 
pagan history is connected with its ancient name, 
Byzantium; its Christian history with that of Con
stantinople; while its Mohammedan history is in
volved in that of Stamboul. 

It is a singular coincidence that the last Christian 
Emperor of the East bore the name of Constantine, 
the first Christian Emperor of the Roman power. 
On the 29th of May, 1453, Mohammed I I . captured 
Constantinople after a terrible yet brief siege of about 
six weeks, and planted the crescent on the banks of 
the Bosphorus. Thus was overthrown the last 
remnant of the fourth empire, of which the seer of 
Patmos writes: "The beast (empire) that thou sawest 
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was, and is not ; and shall ascend out of the bottom
less pit and go into perdition." Thus perished the 
nominal Christianity of the Roman world, which had 
existed from Constantine to Constantine for more 
than eleven centuries. But the Roman name and 
power, extinguished for a time in the fall of the 
imperial city, is destined to be yet more terrible in 
the future than in the past. The Christian seer 
(Rev. 13; 17) and the exiled Hebrew prophet (Dan. 
7) predict the revival, then trace the course, and an
nounce the final doom of the fourth or Latin Empire. 

The Gate to Jerusalem and India. 

Now Russia has never made a secret of her inten
tions respecting the Asiatic possessions of Turkey, 
and of her determination to plant the eagle on the 
heights of Constantinople and from thence onward 
towards Judea. "Constantinople is the gate to 
Jerusalem." So thinks, says, and prays the 
Russian. 

Peter the Great said: "We must progress as much 
as possible in the direction of Constantinople and 
India. He who can once get possession of these 
places is the real ruler of the world. We must hasten. 
the downfall of Persia, and force our way into the 
Indies, which are the storehouses of the world. Once 
there, we can dispense with English gold." These 
sayings are carefully treasured up in the minds and 
memories of every true and intelligent Muscovite. 

It is known that the first Napoleon predicted the 
triumph of the Russian eagle in those very places 
just named. It is said that Alexander earnestly 
sought the consent of Napoleon to his favourite 
project, viz . , to break up Turkey, seize Constanti
nople, and thus command the commerce of the 
Mediterranean, but was sternly refused. 

Russia has long coveted the Bosphorus, and 
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would ere this have swept down upon the capital of 
the decaying Ottoman power had not Britain doggedly 
interfered. This, then, brings us face to face with 
the crucial question: Who is to be master in the East? 
Great Britain and Russia stand as opposed and 
opposing powers. The awful struggle must come. 
The late conflict with Germany and her allies is but 
a prelude to the final struggle near at hand. The 
British lion and the Russian eagle will engage in 
deadly strife, the effect of which will be to change the 
whole political situation of Christendom. We do 
not, of course, predict the present issue of events in 
Central Asia. • Any present or prospective alliance 
with Russia will not hold good for any length of time. 
It must break up. War may be averted for a short 
time. But we do contend for it, gathered from an 
examination of the prophecies, that Russia, not 
Great Britain, is the destined master in the East. 
We judge that the tide of Muscovite conquest will 
flow on to the very frontiers of China; that the rich 
and fertile provinces, desolated by centuries of 
Turkish misgovernment and oppression, will fall a 
prey to the great northern despot; that India, the 
most brilliant pearl in His Majesty's diadem, will 
have to yield its wealth and treasures to the con
queror of Asia; that the standard of the prophet 
will have to give place to the Russian eagle on the 
walls of Constantinople. The ascendency of Russia in 
the east, and the revival of the old Roman Empire in 
the west, necessitate these and other political changes 
of vast importance. 

The Central Asian difficulty is only part of the great 
Eastern or really Jewish Question, which must be 
settled at Jerusalem, "the city of the Great King / 
and in the millennial triumph of Israel, and of her 
headship over the nations and countries of the 
world. The Great Question of the twentieth century 
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is the Restoration of the Jewish Commonwealth in 
PALESTINE under protectorate. . 

The Jewish Commonwealth. 
In the estimation of statesmen the Jew, if at all 

thought of in any scheme of state policy, is but an 
insignificant element in the situation. What is said 
of the Jews in Constantinople may be said of their 
position generally in Eastern lands. "The Greeks 
detest them, the Turks loathe them, the Christians 
abhor t h e m . " In passing, it may be remarked that 
the Jew points to Scotland as the only country where 
he has not been persecuted. The Jew is the kernel 
of the whole question, and the key to the world's 
blessing in grace now (Rom. 11. 11), as also in 
governmental blessing when restored (v. 12). 

The Fight for India. 
Great Britain and Russia are the two largest 

empires in the world. Supremacy in Central Asia 
has brought them face to face. It is no question of a 
mere frontier line; that is a matter of trifling moment. 
But the real question to be decided sooner or later is 
as to the mastery in Asia. Is it to be the Northern 
Autocrat or the British Lion? By the two great 
rival powers three thousand miles and more have 
been crossed. 

The buffer state of Afghanistan can be no real 
bulwark against the steady progress of the great 
northern invader. Treaty engagements are worth 
no more than the paper on which they are written. 
Russia may promise and stipulate not to encroach 
on India, but all to no purpose. Her face is towards 
India, and her set purpose is to annex the country. 
The well disciplined army organised by one of 
Britain's greatest soldiers, Lord Kitchener, has its 
work cut out. The struggle is not far off. Great 
Britain will not relinquish India without an awful 

c 
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and sanguinary conflict with her formidable an
tagonist. Russian gold and influence are influential 
factors in alienating the peoples of India from British 
control. We believe, from the place assigned to 
Russia in the Word of God, that her legions will yet 
sweep over the plains and mountains of Asia, and 
become the dominant power all over the East till she 
falls ingloriously and for ever on the mountains of 
Judea (Ezek. 39). Thus she will command for a 
time the powers north of Palestine (Lebanon moun
tains) and those bordering on the river Euphrates. 

COMING GREAT EVENTS. 
Let us now, very briefly, take a glance at the coming 

situation. The blessed Lord is calling His "friends" 
around Himself, making known to them "all things" 
that He has heard of His Father (John 15. 15). First 
carefully note that at any moment, tmrevealed in the 
Scriptures of t ru th , and quite independent of political 
changes, wars, or conquests, the translation of the 
saints to meet the Lord in the "a i r" may take place. 
Would we be glad to see Him ? Are our loins girded, 
the lamp trimmed, and the light burning? After 
the removal of the Church Canaan will again come 
into prominence. The Jewish people first, then 
Ephraim, or the ten tribes, shall be established in 
the ancient land, in the first instance under Gentile 
protection. Palestine will be ceded to the Jews. 
Israel's title-deeds to the land are unquestionable, 
being engraved by God Himself in the most venerable 
document in existence, now 3800 years old (Gen. 
15, see also Lev. 25. 23). 

The Roman Empire Revived . 

The severance of Egypt from the Ottoman is 
already secured, and a kingdom equally distinct, 
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established by Russian power, will occupy the terri
tory north of Palestine. The Roman Empire, broken 
up many centuries ago, will be revived in a ten-
kingdom form (Dan. 7; Rev. 13; 17). The pro
phetic references to Rome show first the empire 
distributed into ten kingdoms, then her unity and 
integrity as a whole secured by the "little horn/ ' 
an energetic ruler (Dan. 7). The territorial arrange
ment of the once undivided empire of the Caesars— 
ten kingdoms—is in the future prophetic plan. This 
phase of the empire is not yet matter of history, but 
it is an indispensable requisite for the fulfilment of 
the prophecies of Daniel and of the Apocalypse. 
When the empire was broken up its unity was gone. 
Now prophecy demands a strong, compact, and united 
empire; this Satan will effect, accomplishing the 
purposes of God: "The beast shall ascend out of the 
bottomless pit" (Rev. 17. 8). In the future the 
empire has first an historical rise, the sea (Rev. 
13. 1); subsequent\y a diabolic revival, the pit. 
Originally it arose as the previous empires did, 
"up from the sea" (Dan. 7. 3). The "sea" refers 
to its past and future human origin; the " p i t " 
refers to its yet future and satanic revival. The 
Antichrist will be settled as a king in Jerusalem 
(Dan. 11. 36), and will act in concert with the head 
of the fourth empire (Rev. 13. 12-17). The Jews 
will be restored to their land through the aid of a 
seafaring nation, and for political purposes (Isa. 
18). When restored they will accept the false 
messiah as king, and, through their civil and re
ligious leaders, make a seven years' league or cove
nant with the Roman prince (Dan. 9. 27; Isa. 28. 
14, 15). The unholy compact will not stand, for in 
spite of the help and protection afforded by the 
western powers God will bring against His guilty 
and apostate people} the Assyrian, a rod in the 
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hand of Jehovah in the scourging of the nation; at 
the close of the Lord's indignation against Israel a 
remnant will have learned to "stay upon the Lord, 
the Holy One of Israel, in truth" (Isa. 10. 20). 

Idolatry or Death, 
Further, the Roman prince will break the agree

ment formed with the apostate Jews, which guaranteed 
safety from their bitter enemy, the king of the 
north or the Assyrian (Isa. 28. 15), and promised 
them a seven years' freedom and quietness to worship 
and sacrifice to the God of their fathers (Dan. 9. 27). 
Antichrist, aided by his chief, the head of the re
vived empire, will force idolatry upon Christendom 
(Rev. 13. 11-17) and on the people of Judea especi
ally (Dan. 11. 36-39). The attempt to connect the 
temple with idol worship in the midst of Daniel's 
future unfulfilled week of seven years, and to suspend 
the daily and other sacrifices (Dan. 9. 27), will be 
resisted by the God-fearing remnant of Judah, whose 
experiences, prayers, songs, confessions, and trials 
are detailed at length in the Book of Psalms and in 
the prophets. The refusal of the godly Jews to 
worship "the beast" (Rev. 13. 15) lets loose the rage 
and malice of Antichrist against these holy sufferers. 
Idolatry or death is the awful alternative. Many, 
forewarned by the Saviour, will flee when they "shall 
see the abomination (idol) of desolation . . . stand 
in the holy place." When a certain idol (for such is 
the meaning of abomination, 1 Kings 11. 5-7) is set 
up in a prominent part of the temple it is to be 
regarded as the signal for instant flight (compare 
Matt. 24. 15-20 with Dan. 12. 11). 

Jerusalem Besieged and Taken. 
Thus the godly Jew will be doubly oppressed in 

these days—first, by the Antichrist in the land, their 
great ecclesiastical oppressor, typified by Saul, who 
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reigned before David, the former man's choice, the 
latter God's; and, second, by the Assyrian, their 
great political enemy, typified by the reign of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, of infamous memory to every 
Jew. The Assyrian will come against them, enter 
their palaces, tread down the people as mire in the 
streets, capture Jerusalem, leading many into cap
tivity, and commit the most frightful atrocities 
upon the inhabitants. This double oppression 
continues 1260 days, after which the Lord Jesus 
Christ descends from Heaven with all His heavenly 
saints, stands upon Mount Olivet, whose geo
graphical position is so accurately described that it 
cannot but be taken as a literal statement, and 
delivers His earthly people, the Jews. Jerusalem is 
besieged in the coming crisis more than once (Zech. 
12; 14); the last assault upon the city is not a success
ful one. The personal intervention of Christ on 
behalf of His people at the critical moment when 
they are about to fall a prey to their foes is marked 
by signs of a striking and miraculous character. 
The Mount of Olives when touched by the feet of the 
Son of God cleaves in two—half shifts north and the 
other half south—thus a great gap or valley is 
formed, into which the remnant flee for safety. But 
previous to the destruction of the north-eastern 
enemies of Israel those comprising the Roman 
world, the enemies of the Lamb, are totally over
thrown ; all find death and a grave in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem save the two leaders, who are ignominiously 
consigned alive to the lake of fire (Rev. 19. 20). 

Tragic Days in Jerusalem. 
The Lord Himself closes the great Eastern or 

Jewish Question in a baptism of blood, Judah 
assisting in the work. Israel's place on the earth 
can only be made good through righteous judgment, 
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both upon themselves and also upon their oppressors. 
The nations of the west are not directly involved in 
this awful judgment and baptism of blood at Jeru
salem. The Emperor of the west, with his ten 
vassal kings, will be rather the friend and would-be 
protector of restored Judah. The peoples composing 
the Roman earth, if not those of a wider area, will 
express their hatred to Christ in daring blasphemy, 
and in open apostasy against Christ and truth. A 
solemn future and terrible end are set before these 
lands of Christendom (Rev. 17. 14; 19. 11-21). The 
Gentiles north and east from Palestine are those out
side the Roman Empire, and are the nations re
ferred to as gathered against Jerusalem (Zech. 12; 
14). The doom of the various kingdoms and peoples 
is regulated according to their responsibility and 
guilt; thus the northern and eastern peoples are 
destroyed in a special manner, Israel assisting in the 
work of judgment. 

Greece also will figure in the closing scenes and 
take part in the coming struggle, but will be most 
thoroughly vanquished by the sons of Zion (Zech. 
9. 13). 

Satan's Three Agents. 

The apostate nations of the west will rise in open 
rebellion against the Lamb and His heavenly saints, 
and accordingly theirs is a judgment commensurate 
with their guilt. The three chief agents of Satan's 
power and wickedness in these awful times are cast 
into the lake of fire. (1) The Beast, head of the 
apostate civil power, under whose representative 
Christ was crucified. (2) "The False Prophet," 
"Antichrist," "man of sin," the second Beast of 
Revelation 13. 11. These two, namely, the Beast 
and False Prophet, the heads of the civil and eccles
iastical apostasies, companions in evil, are united in 
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the same doom; "these both were cast alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimstone" (Rev. 19. 20). 
(3) The Assyrian, Israel's determined foe in the 
coming days (Isa. 30. 31-33), has a like fate meted 
out to him. Satan, the prime mover, is first confined 
in the bottomless pit for a thousand years, then con
signed to his eternal abode of misery, "the lake of 
fire" (Rev. 20. 10). This judgment was announced 
in the hearing of the fallen man and woman seven 
thousand years before its execution. How patient 
is our God, yet how sure the judgment! Genesis 
3. 15 intimates the two Comings of our Lord. The 
second and glorious Coming is first referred to. 

Egypt and Assyria. 

The enemies of Israel, spared from judgment, will 
be converted and sent out as missionaries to the near 
and distant heathen, "they shall declare My glory 
among the heathen," and instead of expressed hatred 
to the Israelite any more, theirs will be the willing 
service of love in gathering to Judea those of the 
people left in distant countries (Isa. 66. 19-21). 
The long-standing and bitter enmity between Syria 
and Egypt will also be completely removed. There 
shall be a highway from Egypt through Canaan to 
Assyria trod in peace and quietness by the traveller 
(Isa. 19). The Egyptians and Assyrians, who most 
cordially detested each other and anciently strove 
severally for the master}7 of the world at the expense 
of the other's ruin, will then unite in happy service, 
and bury for ever their mutual distrust and hatred. 
God will join them in blessing with His earthly 
people, saying, "Blessed be Egypt (descendants of 
Ham) My people, and Assyria (descendants of 
Japheth) the work of My hands, and Israel (descen
dants of Shem) Mine inheritance" (Isa. 19. 23-25). 
These will be the three leading powers in the Mil-
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lennial age, Israel being the chief, and Jerusalem the 
metropolitan city of the earth 

Another Pharaoh Arises . 

Egypt comes in for special notice, now "the basest 
of kingdoms," and the once haughty power which so 
sorely oppressed Israel at the commencement of her 
history. That ancient kingdom is destined to play 
an important part in the future. She will be the 
theatre of very extensive war operations on the part 
of certain of the powers. Besides which she will be 
torn by internal commotions which will drain the 
country of its strength. God, too, will give the 
Egyptians a king in retributive justice for their 
cruel treatment of His people in ancient times; 
another Pharaoh will be raised up to rule the country 
and people with vigour and cjruelty. Their favourite 
river (the Nile), the only means of vegetation to the 
country, will be dried up, and general desolation 
ensue. The strength, wisdom, and policy of her 
counsellors and people will utterly fail. 

But God never forgets what is done to His beloved 
Son. Egypt opened her friendly shores and received 
the Child Jesus when His own people sought His life 
(Matt. 2. 13-15). Egypt knew not what she did; 
neither did Moses when he identified himself with the 
Hebrews in their affliction, which centuries after
wards the Holy Ghost wrote down as "the reproach 
of Christ" (Heb. 11. 26). Egypt, then, will share 
very specially in the blessing of Millennial days—on 
the ground of sovereign grace alone—the basis surely 
of all glory and blessing to man; but first she must 
learn the lesson that "with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again." Egypt will be 
plundered of its wealth and priceless treasures by the 
king of the north (Dan. 11. 42, 43). The oppressor 
(Egypt) is in turn oppressed In their sorrow and 
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affliction the Egyptians will "cry to the Lord be
cause of the oppressors, and He shall send them a 
Saviour, and a Great One, and He shall deliver them. 
And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the 
Egyptians shall know the Lord in that day, and shall 
do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow 
unto the Lord and perform it; and the Lord shall 
smite Egypt; He shall smite and heal it, and they 
shall return even to the Lord, and He shall be en
treated of them, and shall heal them" (Isa. 19). 
"My people" will be the blessed expression of favour 
into which the Egyptians will be called in the coming 
days of glory on earth. How marvellous are the 
ways of our God! "How unsearchable are His judg
ments, and His ways past finding out!" 

Suez Canal Destroyed 
Palestine, too, will be greatly enlarged, according 

to the limits assigned to Abram (Gen. 15. 18). It 
will stretch from the Nile on the west to the Persian 
Gulf, where the Euphrates empties itself on the 
east, and thus embrace those parts of Africa and 
Asia lying between those points. Other changes of a 
physical and geographical nature take place. The 
nations may squabble about their commercial in
terests in the Suez Canal, but God having decreed 
the utter destruction of the tongue of the Egyptian 
Sea (Isa. 11. 15), formerly the scene of one of the 
most stupendous miracles recorded in Holy Scrip
ture, it will necessarily involve in the same destruc
tion the desert link connecting the Red Sea with the 
Mediterranean. The seven streams of the Nile will 
also be smitten by the hand of judgment (Isa. 11. 
15). How could Israel traverse her land—which 
will embrace these parts—"in shoes" (see margin) 
save by the accomplishment of these miraculous 
events ? 
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The Euphrates Dried Up . 

The Euphrates, too, that river so famous in history, 
is to be literally dried up, miraculously, no doubt, 
for it will be a time of wonders and of startling events. 
It has ever formed a serious barrier to-the mingling 
of the east and west; but the hindrance will be re
moved, for the great battle of Armageddon must be 
fought; hence the removal of the impediment to the 
gathering of the kings from the east and their armies 
of two hundred millions (Rev. 9. 13-21). The 
drying up of the river will facilitate the march of the 
eastern armies into Canaan, "that the way of the 
kings from the east might be prepared" (Rev. 16. 12). 
The drying up of the famous river signifies that the 
great barrier separating east from west will be re
moved . 

We see no reason for supposing that the Turkish 
Empire is referred to in the naming of the Euphrates 
in either of the only two passages where the name 
occurs in the New Testament (Rev. 9. 14; 16. 12). 
That justly celebrated river formed the eastern limit 
of the Roman conquests, and is marked off in the 
past, as also in the future, as the boundary on the 
east of Israel's possessions—the eastern limit of the 
Holy Land. The nations of the west will then meet 
in deadly strife with those of the east. This immense 
gathering of powers in the vicinity of Jerusalem will 
be effected by Satanic agency (Rev. 16. 13, 14). 
Judea becomes the great battlefield of the nations. 
This assemblage of opposing forces in the Holy Land 
is prefigured in that Millennial chapter, Genesis 14. 
In and about Judea God gathers the nations and 
kingdoms to pour upon them His indignation 
and fierce anger (Zeph. 3. 8). The reference to 
Armageddon is, no doubt, symbolic, and refers 
to Judges 5. 19. 
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About the Euphrates. 

The following is a brief account of this remarkable 
and interesting river, geographically and com
mercially the largest and most important of the 
rivers of western Asia, and is frequently referred to 
in connection with history and prophecy from 
Genesis 2 to Revelation 16. 

Its entire length, from its rise in the Armenian 
mountains to the Persian Gulf, is about 1780 miles. 
Its depth and width vary according to locality and 
season. From the month of March to May, owing to 
the melting of the snow on the mountains and the 
heavy rains, the river rises considerably, and hence 
both depth and width are greatly increased. There 
are two sources to this river, both found in the high
lands of Armenia, a considerable distance apart. 
These form into streams which combine at a place 
called Kebben Maden. Here the river is about 120 
yards wide. About 750 miles from its mouth it 
flows over a large alluvial plain, where it widens to 
about 900 yards. After flowing through mountains 
for about forty-five miles it emerges at Sumeisat, 
1195 miles from the sea, and is navigable for light 
vessels the whole distance, while for the last 150 
miles vessels of 500 tons can safely navigate the 
river. Up to the time of Elizabeth it was the com
mercial highway to India. At Bei the Euphrates 
is distant from the nearest shore of the Mediterranean 
about a hundred miles, and is there said to be about 
630 feet above the level of that great sea. At Kurnah, 
90 miles above the Persian Gulf, it is joined by the 
Tigris, and is then spoken of as Shatt-el-Arab. Then 
the river, under this new name, flows steadily on till 
it empties itself by several arms into the Persian 
Gulf, the link between the Euphrates and the Indian 
Ocean. From Kurnah, the meeting place of the 
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rivers, is an area of about 108,000 square miles, 
and its average breadth 600 feet. There is abundance 
of fish in the waters. Anciently the rivers Tigris and 
Euphrates were connected by navigable canals, 
which made Nineveh and Babylon the great centres 
of commerce for the eastern and western worlds. 
There were also numerous dykes, canals, aqueducts, 
and other artificial means for the irrigation of the 
poor and unproductive soil of the country, so cleverly 
planned as to equal in scientific skill anything pro
duced by our modern engineers. Alexander the 
Great, in fixing his seat of empire in the east, so 
fully appreciated the natural and artificial advan
tages of the river that he personally superintended 
the repair and enlargement of those mighty works 
which so greatly helped the Babylonian Empire in 
its commercial development. 

The Roman Empire and Great Britain. 
We do not venture to predict the special part which 

this country may take in coming struggles; that she 
will be involved sooner or later is clear enough to all; 
that her position will be one of antagonism to the 
great northern power is also evident. She will be 
identified with the fortunes and, shall we add, the 
doom of the Roman Empire, IreJancL.excepted. 
It has been sought to identify the ships and mer
chants of Tarshish (see the prophets) with the com
mercial and martime power of Great Britain; also 
as the nation referred to by Isaiah (chaps. 18; 60), 
whose numerous light and quick-going transit ves
sels will convey the Jews to their land, and afterwards 
challenge the right of Gog to invade the Holy Land 
(Ezek. 38). It will be observed that in the last 
attack upon Palestine Gog (Russia) covers the land 
like "a cloud." Certain powers, in the east as 
Persia, in the north as Togarmah, in the south as 
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Ethiopia, accompany with their forces the great 
northern invader, whose object is to plunder and 
destroy the rich Jewish Commonwealth, apparently 
unarmed and unprotected. But Tarshish, with certain 
powers at present under British dominion, challenges 
Gog in his daring attack upon the defenceless people 
in their unwalled villages, and champions the cause 
of Israel. It may be that Great Britain is this power, 
and certainly the proofs and arguments are ingeniously 
put, but we cannot receive them as authoritative, 
however likely, as the proofs are not gathered 
directly from the Word of God, and speculation in 
divine things we dread. We would wait calmly 
upon God for the accomplishment of His blessed 
Word. 'Tor ever, 0 LORD, Thy Word is settled in 
Heaven." 

Wait in Quietness. 

May our hearts be kept quiet while we wait for the 
Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, our blessed Hope. 
The blessed reign of our Lord for one thousand years 
over the earth (Rev. 20. 4-6) is near at hand. Those 
glorious times, foretold by prophets and sung and 
harped by bards, groaned for by creation and 
yearned after by the Church, are coming. They are 
nigh at hand. Our hope, however, is the Coming 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
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THE NOTED PROPHECY OF THE 70 WEEKS, 
OR 490 LITERAL YEARS (Dan. 9. 24-27). 

Some time ago we got into conversation with an 
intelligent Roman Catholic priest. He was evi
dently a man of observation and culture. Soon the 
conversation turned upon the state of the Jews in 
foreign lands, and we asked our friend, who had 
travelled extensively, if he could account for the 
amount of unbelief so prevalent amongst that 
people. 

"Oh, yes," he said, "I can. Many of the Jews 
treat their own scriptures with contempt, and are 
practically Atheists or Deists, because they believe 
that the God of their fathers has failed them; has 
been untrue to His word." 

"Indeed!" we answered, greatly surprised; "how 
do they make that out ? " 

"Well," he replied, "they speak of a prophecy in 
Daniel of seventy weeks, at the close of which their 
Messiah would come and bring in a period of blessing 
and glory, and establish them in their own land as 
the head amongst the nations; now the seventy weeks 
of years have run out long since, and their blessing is 
as far off as ever. Hence they doubt their own 
scriptures; and, further, say their fathers' God has 
failed them." 

"What a striking confirmation of God's Word," 
we replied, "for even unto this day, when Moses is 
read, the veil is upon their heart." 

The truth is, that the mass of Jews and Christians 
err alike in the understanding of this celebrated 
prophecy. The mistake lies in not perceiving that 
the last or seventieth week is yet future, and that a 
long time, one which has lasted for nigh two thou
sand years, occurs between the close of the sixty-
ninth week and the opening of the seventieth; and, 
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further, that the prophecy concerns Jerusalem and 
the Jewish people. The apostle had no need to 
write of times and seasons to Gentile Christians 
(1 Thess. 5 . 1 ) . This is not said to save the credit of 
the Word of God—it needs not the rude hand of men 
to prop up its foundations, or help to establish its 
imperishable and everlasting truths—nor is it an 
attempt to get out of a difficulty, but the prophecy 
itself clearly teaches a long gap or interval between 
the last two weeks. 

The Prophecy in Full. 

We will transcribe the words of the prophecy in 
full (Dan. 9. 24-27), adding a word here and there 
of explanation: 

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people 
(the Jews), and upon thy holy city {Jerusalem), to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of 
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal 
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most 
Holy. Know, therefore, and understand, that from 
the going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem (Neh. 2), unto the Messiah the 
Prince, shall be seven weeks (49years), and three
score and two weeks (434 years); the street shall 
be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times. (See books of Nehemiah and Ezra.) And 
after three score and two weeks (in addition to the 
seven) shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself; 
and the people (the Romans) of the Prince that shall 
come (little horn of chap. 7) shall destroy the city 
(Jerusalem) and the sanctuary (the temple, both 
accomplished A . D . 70), and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of 
the war desolations are determined. And he (the 
Roman Prince to come) shall confirm the ("a") 
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covenant with many ("the m a n y / ' i.e., the mass of 
the people) for one week (seven years); and in the 
midst of the week he (the Prince) shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the 
overspreading of abominations {idolatry) he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, 
and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolate" (i.e., the desolater). 

To Whom Does the Prophecy Refer ? 

To Christians or Jews ? To the latter undoubtedly. 
Daniel 's people are the Jews, and Daniel 's city is 
Jerusalem. The Jews and Jerusalem are the subjects 
of the prophecy (v. 24). In a letter received a few 
years ago from one of the most distinguished students 
of the prophetic word, he urged the writer to study 
carefully the celebrated prophecy of the seventy 
years, as he regarded them as "the key to all pro
phecy." The futurity of the seventieth week, and 
the latter half of it variously spoken of as forty-two 
months, 1260 days; t ime, t imes, and half a t ime, 
that solemn period referred to in the central part of 
the Apocatypse, are profoundly interesting, and 
absolutely needful to understand if the prophecies 
are to be Scripturally apprehended. Within these 
seventy weeks or 490 years the prophetic programme 
is mapped out. 

Are the weeks periods of days or years ? All com
petent Hebraists hold that the "week" simply denotes 
"seven," whether of days or years, or other de
nomination of t ime, must be learned from the con
text , the word itself does not determine. It is 
simply "seventy sevens." £#ys the learned Tre-
gelles: "I retain the word 'week' for convenience' 
sake, and not as implying seven days to be the im
port of the Hebrew word." That they are weeks of 
years is evident on the surface of the prophecy. 
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When do they Begin ? 

In chapter 10. 2 we have weeks of days; in that 
before us weeks of years. But another important 
inquiry meets us. When did the seventy weeks or 
490 years commence ? We are informed that it was 
"from the going forth of the commandment to re
store and to build Jerusalem." Now, in the books of 
Ezra and Nehemiah we meet with several decrees, 
but only one in reference to the building of Jerusalem; 
the others refer to the temple. This special com
mandment or decree is that to which the prophecy 
refers, and will be found fully recorded in the last 
historical book of the Old Testament, Nehemiah, 
chapter 2. This decree was promulgated in the 
twentieth year of Artaxerxes, the king. Thus, then, 
we have the exact commencement of the seventy 
weeks—445 B.C. 

The seventy weeks are divided into four unequal 
parts: 

1. Seven weeks or 49 years , during which 
Jerusalem is rebuilt. 

2. Sixty-two weeks or 434 years , dated from 
the restoration of the city till Messiah the Prince 
(compare Zech. 9. 9 with Matt. 21. 5). 

3. One week or seven years (v. 27), in which 
the coming prince of the Roman people will league 
himself with the apostate nation then returned to 
Palestine in unbelief. 

4. "Midst of the week," or three years and a 
half, during which the godly Jews or remnant are 
given over to awful tribulation because of their 
refusal to worship the Beast. This period is cur
tailed by seventeen days and a half (in all, exactly 
1260 days, Rev. 12. 6). The remaining days, seven
teen and a half, needed to complete the three years 
and a half, is in accord with the Word of the Lord 

D 
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recorded in Matthew 24. 22, "Except those days 
should be shortened!, there should no flesh be saved." 
During these seventeen and a half days the vials are 
poured out in rapid succession on the Beast, i.e., 
the revived imperial power of Rome then apostate. 
Instead, therefore, of the great tribulation lasting 
1277£ days, exactly three years and a half, it is 
shortened to 1260 days. How exact is Scripture! 
How perfect is the Word of God! 

"TILL Messiah the Prince." 

The two first computations, i.e., 49 and 434 years 
added, make 482 years, or 69 weeks from the com
mandment to restore Jerusalem (Neh. 2) till "Mes
siah the Prince" (Matt. 21 . 1-10). What is meant 
by this latter expression has been a difficulty to some. 
The reference is undoubtedly to Christ; but is it to 
His bir th, or His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, or 
to His death? Observe the terms of the prophecy. 
It concerns " t h y c i t y , " that is Jerusalem, the city 
of the great King; it cannot, therefore, apply to His 
birth in Bethlehem; neither does it speak of His 
death as a victim for sin, for that comes after the 
completion of the sixty-ninth week and before the 
opening of the seventieth (v. 26). The prophecy 
refers to "the Prince"—His royalty, not suffering. 
We are convinced, therefore, that the sublime pro
phetic sight afforded us six days before the Lord 
suffered, when amid the acclaim of the multitude 
He was hailed as King on His way to the holy city 
and as Son of David in Jerusalem, is the fulfilment of 
"till Messiah the Pr ince." 

Observe, very carefully, that after the building 
of the city and "after" Messiah had come and pre
sented Himself to Israel according to Zechariah 9. 
9, which compare with Matthew 21 . 5, a period of 
483 years, certain events come in before the seven-
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tieth week opens. What are these events? They 
are plainly noted in verse 26 (Dan. 9) ; Messiah cut 
off; Jerusalem destroyed by the Romans, and a time 
of desolation "determined " upon the city and people. 
The course, then, of the seventy weeks was interrupted 
by certain events happening between the sixty-
ninth and the seventieth weeks. The whole ran on 
consecutively till the sixty-ninth had run its course, 
then comes a break, in which, amongst other things, 
Christ is cut off, and a lengthened period of desolation 
determined upon Judea. During this long and present 
desolation upon God's ancient people the Church is 
being called out. Israel has been judicially set aside 
as God's witness on the earth, and the Gentile pro
fessing body, the olive tree (Rom. 11), is now 
called in to occupy Israel's place of public testimony 
(Rom. 11). When the Church is gathered Christ 
comes from Heaven and takes her to Himself, then to 
the Father 's house, and on to His kingdom and glory. 

The Long Break. 

Thus the long break between these last weeks is 
doubly characterised: (1) by Jerusalem's utter 
desolation still going on, the subject of prophetic 
testimony; (2) by the calling out of the Church, 
also going on, the subject of apostolic ministry. The 
long interval of grace is closed by the translation of 
the heavenly saints to the air (1 Thess. 4. 17). The 
history of Christianity amongst the Gentiles is the 
subject of the Epistles and the Acts, and has its place 
during the parenthesis. When the interval closes 
the seventieth week, or closing seven years, will com
mence with the prince (whose people, the Romans, 
destroyed Jerusalem in the year 70), making an 
alliance with the apostate part of the nation then 
restored to the land and owning the Antichrist as 
prophet and king. The relation of this future week 
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to the revived Roman Empire in its ten-kingdom 
form, and to Christendom and Judaism, is unfolded 
from chapters 6 to 19 of the Apocalypse, but it is the 
last half of the week which is of absorbing interest, 
there being no account whatever of the first half. All 
denominations of prophetic time are based on the 
great prophecy of the seventy weeks of years. The 
times of the Gentiles are not included in their scope. 
The seventy weeks concern Jerusalem and the Jews. 
The lengthened period, one of grace to the Gentiles 
and of national degradation to the Jew, between the 
break with Israel and the resumption of historical 
dealing is a parenthesis in the ways of God. 
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