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Wciz €ptsil£ to ike (EoloBsmn&. 

Chapter I. 

,|f-|dl|HIS Epistle is intimately connected with the 

^JBS Epistle to the Ephesians. They were both 

written about the same time by Paul when he was a 

prisoner. Ephesians brings before us fully our position 

in Christ. Colossians—as we shall see—calls us solemnly 

to let that love of His, sway us wholly. While in 

Ephesians we learn how Christ has loved us, saved us, 

and brought us nigh_to_.Godi_CplQssiana.brin&S-before. us 

that He is our Lord, whom we are bound to obey. It is 

as if the apostle had said, " I have heard, through 

Epaphras, of your salvation. I was glad to hear of your 

faith in Christ, of your love to all the saints, and that you 

had heard of the hope laid up for you in heaven. But 

there is a great deal yet for you to learn, and I, the 

apostle of the Lord pray, that you may go on and learn 

more of Christ. You are only babes as yet, but I desire 

that you may grow and be filled with the knowledge of 

your Lord's will, and have spiritual intelligence, sensitive

ness, and quickness to know at a glance what is His will, 

so as to walk worthy of Him." 

It is Jesus the Saviour, the Lover,, the Bridegrpom in 
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Ephesians ; it is Jesus the Lord and Head in Colossians. 

The same Person, but in a different character. 

Verse 2.—"Grace and peace." Saints need both, and 

shall need them as long as they are here. There is no 

"jnercy" here, that is for the individual (see 1 Tim. i. 

and 2 ; Titus i. 2, &c). 

Verse 3.—"We give thanks." . . . " Praying always 

for you." It is a sign of grace, to be able to praise and 

pray on behalf of others. These Colossian saints were 

well prayed for (see chap iv. 12). 

Verse 4.—"Since we heard of your faith." Paul had 

not been instrumental in their conversion. He had 

heard of it. The first thing he puts his finger on, is 

their faith in Christ Jesus ; not in men, or dreams, or 

feelings, but "in Christ Jesus." This is the first feature 

of a true Christian. The next is " love to all the 

saints." There is only One who knows "a// the saints," 

but as sure as we get to know a saint, we love him, not 

because he is kind, and amiable, and loveable, but 

because he is Christ's. 

Verse 5 .—" For the hope." We are not to be for 

ever in this world, or to be thinking of it as our home. 

The moment a sinner is saved, his eye is directed to 

" t h e hope"—the coming of the Lord Jesus. It is 

really a part of the gospel; if you leave that out, you do 

not preach a full gospel. " T h e hope" brightens all 

the path. You may have to rough it for a little, but 

cheer up, the Lord is coming (see 1 Thess, i. 6, 10). 



Chapter I. 7 

Versed.—Their conversion was manifest; the gospel 

had borne its fruit, for they had known " the grace of 

God in truth." 

What a blessed reality, is " the grace of God." 

God was gracious to sinners; enjoy that. He saved 

you, not according to your feeble experience of it, but 

according to what He Himself is. " God was in Christ 

reconciling the world unto Himself" (2 Cor. v. 20). 

God did it all. 

Verse 7.—"A faithful minister"—not the minister, of 

course. _There is nothing in Scripture of the minister, or 

the pastor of a church. They are always spoken of in 

the plural, or where an individual is mentioned, it is with 

the indefinite article—"an elder," " a witness "—(1 Pet. 

v. 1). 

Verse 8.—"Your love in the Spirit." This is the only 

allusion to the Holy Ghost in the whole Epistle: it is 

very remarkable. It is not human charity, but " love in 

the Spirit"—that which is of God. This is what He 

values. "Love in the Spirit"—"Love in the truth" 

(2 John, verse 2). 

Verses 9-10.—"Filled with the knowledge of His will." 

We are accountable to our Lord and Master, who has 

done so much for us, to know His will. Paul did not say 

as some evangelists now, " To get sinners saved is all; 

my only aim." He desired that those who had become 

saints, might be filled with the knowledge of their Lord's 

will. And Epaphras, who had been the means of their 
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conversion, and had since then heard Paul's teaching, 

and learned more of the will of God, prayed that they 

might stand complete " in all the will of God " (chap. iv. 

12). They had faith, hope, and love (verses 4—5), but 

Paul did not say they might seek no more, or settle 

down to do as they liked. Ah, no ; he said, " Now that 

you have a new Master, you must go on to learn His will 

and ways, and walk worthy of Him." To be saved is 

not the end, but the beginning of the Christian life. We 

enter the path and the service of a new Master, very 

ignorant of His will, so we must begin at the beginning, 

and learn it. We need to have our ears open, and our 

senses exercised " in all wisdom." It implies there is a 

sort of spiritual instinct required in the saint. He must 

have the well-tuned ear, to hear the whispers of the 

Spirit. 

Verse 10.—"That ye may walk worthy of the Lord." 

He is our Lord; we belong to Him. Let us see that 

our walk corresponds to our calling. The Lord has 

done everything for us that He, the Eternal Son, could 

do. He asks us now to do that which is pleasing unto 

Him. 

Verse 1 1 . — " Strengthened with all might, according to 

the might of His glory" (R.V.). Power and glory are 

fteguentlj joined together in Scripture. The glory has 

a wonderful power in it. When the glory of Christ 

shines into the heart, it gives strength, and when it 

shines forth openly to the world, it will shew the power 
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of God. Now we walk by faith; then it shall be open 

to sight. To us the word is—" If you shalt believe, 

thou shalt see the glory" (John xi. 16). "Unto all 

patience." Strengthened to be patient, and to go on 

pleasing the Lord and learning His will; roughing it 

bravely, and going on whole-hearted for Him. If you 

have to rough it in doing His will, you are serving a 

good Master, and He will put a crown on your head 

one day. He will be no man's debtor. 

To learn of Him who is meek and lowly, involves 

suffering now, but there will be blessing with it in the 

end. " The might of His glory." How it cheers us up, 

and encourages our hearts ! It gets nearer and brighter 

every day. Our flesh hinders and drags us down, but 

the glory is our strength. When it shines forth in all 

its power, it will change our bodies of humiliation and 

fashion them like unto the body of His glory (see Phil, 

iii. 20). But the same power is at work now upon our 

spirits. As we behold the glory we are changed (2 Cor. 

iii. 18). 

" Unto all patience, with longsuffering and joyful-

ness." A very rare combination. " Sorrowful yet always 

rejoicing." We sing, even though our eyes be dim with 

tears, and we rejoice though sorrow fills one heart. 

Verse 12.—"Giving thanks unto the Father." Em

phasis is on the word "Father." Most of our prayers 

and worship should be addressed to Him, for although 

Father, Son, and Spirit are equal in nature, they are 
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not alike in office. The Son died for us, but we must 

never forget that " the Father sent the Son to be the 

Saviour" (i John iv. 17). Then we get three "haths." 

"Who hath made us meet." " Who hath delivered us." 

" Who hath translated us." How precious they are ! 

" Hath made us meet,"—that is fit, or capable,—" to be 

sharers of the inheritance of the saints in light." What 

a portion ! The reference is to the new nature in the 

saint. He has a nature that can enjoy the light, as 

sure as he is born of God. He has not only a title, 

but a nature to enjoy the place into which he has been 

introduced. Surely the two are better than one. Sup

pose I had a title, if my nature were unchanged, I could 

not enjoy the presence of God : I could not be happy, 

but very wretched there. " The inheritance of the saints 

in l ight": every saint will have a share in that inherit

ance. In England the eldest son gets all. The Lord 

Jesus, the First-born from the dead, is Heir of all, but 

He will not have it for Himself alone : He shares it 

with us. We are heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 

Christ (Rom. viii. 17). " I n light." We are children 

of light (Eph. v.) and as such we are to walk. Brought 

to God, who is light as well as love, we are to walk in 

that light as John tells us (1 John i. 7), and to judge 

ourselves by it. Just because you are a child of light, 

you are to bring everything in your life, walk, work, 

worship, associations, and examine them by the light 

(John iii. 20). If you find anything contrary to the 
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Word of God, let the light sift it, expose it, and put it 

away. The more we do that, and accustom ourselves to 

the searchings of the light now, the less painful will it 

be to go to the judgment-seat. There we shall be 

manifested in the light. The more we abide in that 

light now, the more shall we delight in it. God has 

given us a nature to enjoy it, here and now, and we are 

to dwell in it eternally. People in the dark, can see 

what those in the light are doing, but this is not so in 

spiritual things, but the more you are in God's light, 

the; more you see the darkness around. Abraham, on 

the mount of communion with God, abiding in the light, 

knew more of Sodom's state, and what was about to 

happen there, than Lot, who sat in its gate. Lot was 

a child of light, but he did not walk in the light so as to 

enjoy God. If men love darkness, and abide in it, pre

ferring it to the light, it just shews that they are children 

of the devil, and still under his authority. How we 

ought to thank God for that " hath." Now we come to 

the second. 

Verse 13.—"Who hath delivered us from the power 

(authority) of darkness." What a deliverance ! Rescued 

from that kingdom, its power broken, the love of dark

ness gone, and the only proper home of the saint, in 

God's light. 

Verse 14.—"Who hath translated us into the kingdom 

of__the Son of His love." This comes nearest to any 

New Testament word, in calling Christ our King. The 
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word most commonly used is " Lord," telling of His 

proprietorship of us, but here saints are said to be in 

His "kingdom." He is there to exercise His sway over 

us : to mould and fashion us according to His will, and 

to bring us into entire subjection to Him. And mark 

i t j s jhe "kingdom of the Son of His love." When He has 

perfectly subjugated us, and fashioned us according to 

His will, He will hand us over to the Father, and then 

we shall shine forth in " t h e kingdom of the Father" 

(Matt. xiii. 43). Our present place in the kingdom of 

the Son, shews that He has to break us in, and break us 

down, to become obedient. He, as a Son, " learned 

obedience (Heb. v. 9), and He will have us to be 

obedient too. There is the thought of responsibility 

all through this Epistle. He is our Master, and His 

word is, "Take My yoke upon you and learn of M e " 

(Matt. xi. 29). He uses crosses, loses, trials, tempta

tions, all for this end. He is so interested in us. 

Earthly masters often seek their own interests alone in 

those under them. Not so our blessed Lord and Master. 

His interests and ours are identical. He has engaged 

to thoroughly subdue and fashion us unto Himself 

(Phil. iii. 20), to habituate us to obedience, and then 

to bring us home to God, where we shall not have a 

wish, or thought, or desire not according to His will. 

O how glad we shall be to get there, and have nothing 

in us to kick or rebel against the holy, blessed will of 

that good God who so loves us. 
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" The Son of His love." What an endearing expres

sion ! He is no tyrant, no hard master, but the One in 

whom God's heart delights, and who so loved His people 

as to give His life for them. It is an appeal to our 

affections. As if God had said—"Won't you yield to 

My beloved Son, and cannot you trust His love even if 

He breaks you down while He is subjugating you to His 

sway?" The Bridegroom in the Song of Solomon 

(chap. i. 9), compares His Bride to " a company of 

horses in Pharoah's chariots," costly, obedient, under 

control. A good horse needs little of the whip or the 

spur : a word or sign, and he is off. So may we be 

swift to move at the faintest whisper of His voice, and 

be led on as His Spirit guides in swift obedience to 

His word. 

Verse 14.—"In whom we have redemption through 

His blood." What an effecting word to follow immedi

ately after. Everything in the way of grace is perfect. 

He gave His blood to get us, and God would put that 

before us, as if to say—"You see how much you owe 

Him to begin with." This gives motive to yield to His 

rule, and love makes obedience easy. " Forgiveness of 

s ins": all my sins gone through the blood, effectually 

and for ever. " I write unto you little children because 

your sins are forgiven you1' (1 John ii. 12). If I sin as 

a child, I am told to confess my sin and I shall be 

forgiven, and restored to the enjoyment of the Father's 

ace in the light (1 John i. 9). 
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Verse 15.—"Who is the image of the invisible God." 

This first half of the verse refers to what Christ is toward 

God, the image of God. As John tells us, a God who 

can be seen, looked upon, handled (1 John i. 1). What 

a wonderful Being is the Lord Jesus ! Well may we 

bow ourselves ever so humbly at His feet. " The first

born of every creature." This has occasioned a deal of 

difficulty among expositors. I believe the thought is, 

that in the mind of God, Christ existed as the pattern 

to which all were to be conformed. As some one has 

said—" He opened the womb of creation " : God in a 

creature form. In Proverbs viii. 22-30, we get glimpses 

of the uncreated glories of Christ : our minds are too 

little to grasp them, but we can believe and adore. 

Only One truly and fully knows Him — " No man 

knoweth the Son but the Father" (Matt. xi. 27). He 

was Divine, the Eternal God, yet He would become 

human. A body was prepared for Him (Heb. x. 5 ) : 

He is the God-Man. But blessed be God, we are yet 

to be made like Him, and to see Him as He is (1 John 

iii. 2). 

Verse 16.—"By Him were all things created." This 

shews that He was not a mere creature, but Creator. 

All things were created "by Him, and for Him." How 

wonderful that a Being so infinitely great, should con

descend to become our Redeemer and Lord : to acquire 

us, worthless as we are, and then to subdue and 

habituate us to obedience after the pattern of His 
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own. T h e s e verses make Redempt ion truly a magnifi

cent thing. " Things in heaven, things in earth, visible 

and invisible." T h e " t h i n g s in heaven," we do not 

know much about , bu t there is nothing there that does 

not owe its existence to Him. Various ranks of angels 

were all m a d e by the wonderful Being whom we know 

as our R e d e e m e r and our Lord. " A l l things became 

th rough Him, a n d without H i m there was not one 

thing became that d id b e c o m e " ( John i. 3). But for 

H i m there would have been nothing bu t space. Jus t 

think of the sin of put t ing anything or anyone in the 

place of such a Christ . 

Verse 1 7 . — " B y H i m all things cons is t"—that is ,cohere, 

or stand together. Were it not for that Christ, whom 

philosophers a n d great, men despise, all things would 

tumble into a mass. Power proceeds from H i m to keep 

every angel and every star in their ordered place. T h e 

first Servant God had, was H i s Son, and that Divine 

Servant made and upholds all things ( H e b . i. 3). 

Verse 1 8 . — " H e is the H e a d of the body the 

Church ." H e a d of all authori ty h e r e : H e a d of all 

fulness in Eph . i. 22, 2 3 : H e a d of all affection in 

Eph . v. 2 3 : three grand themes to think of. H e will 

be equal to all H i s people's needs, here a n d hereafter. 

O, let us th ink of Hi s authority, H i s fulness, and His 

love ! " T h e first-born from the dead , " literally, " o u t of 

the dead ones ." H e is the Beginning of a new order 

of creation. H e originated the first creation : H e is the 
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Beginning of the new (Rev. iii. 14). He is the First

born among many brethren (Rom. viii. 29): God will 

have many sons brought to glory (Rev. v. 6), but in all 

things He is to have " the pre-eminence." Creation is 

divided into three parts (Phil. ii. 10), all in heaven, 

earth, and hell shall yet be subjected unto Him. There 

is not an infidel or a scorner, but will have to bow at 

the Name of Jesus by and bye. 

" That in all things He might have the pre-eminence," 

or be supreme. The wisdom of everyone else is to 

remember His nothingness, but we must never forget who 

the Lord Jesus is, and where God has placed Him now. 

God can never forget it, nor will He fail to claim for 

Him the honour due to Him there. Do we as saints 

really let the Lord Jesus always have " the pre

eminence ?" Do we give Him the supreme place in 

our hearts and in our objects in life? God's way is 

to head up the creature in something higher, and He 

would have us own Llim, refer everything to Him, and 

judge everything in His light. No more to be living 

to ourselves, but to make it our aim to be " well-pleasing 

unto Him." 

Verse 19.—"For it seemed good that in Him should 

all fulness dwell." God as God you cannot see. If 

you would know Him, look at Christ. " N o man hath 

seen God at any time " (John i. 18). " God " here means 

Deity: God in the abstract (see 1 Tim. vi. 16). But 

the Son declared Him—told Him out. He is " the 
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brightness of the Father's glory, the express image of 

His person " (Heb. i. 2). How wonderful are the words 

of 1 John iii. 2, in the light of this ! "We shall see Him " 

not as now, but "as He is." What if I am empty: all 

fulness dwells in Him. We are the empty vessels into 

which He is pouring His mercy now (Rom. ix. 23), and 

His glory by and bye. Even now, His glory is being 

put into us, for we are "being changed from glory to 

glory by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). 

Verse 20.—The purpose of God is " t o reconcile all 

things unto Himself." The next verse shews that God 

has made a beginning of this. Enemies once, yet "now 

hath He reconciled." What a beautiful "now" that is! 

Reconciliation means readjustment, for we had got away 

from God; our relationship with Him had been broken 

by sin. This the Lord Jesus through His death hath 

restored. Consider how far off we were. " Alienated 

and enemies." In Eph. iv. 18, "Alienated from the 

life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them." 

Here it is "by wicked works." What a picture, of all 

the world too! How fit for hell each one of us was! 

"Yet now hath He reconciled." The "nows" of Scrip

ture are very sweet (See Rom. viii. 1; Eph. ii. 13 ; 

1 John iii. 2). How does He reconcile? 

Verse 22.—"In the body of His flesh." This word 

occurs only here. It is a marvellous, word. Such a 

contrast to " His body " in verse 24. There He speaks 

of "His body the Church," here of the body which was 

v. 
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prepared for Him (Heb. x. 5), in which He offered Him

self to God (Heb. x. 10)—His literal body. Not " the 

body of His glory" He now has (Phil. iii. 20), or His 

mystic body the Church (Eph. i. 23), but " in the body 

of His flesh." It was the death of Christ upon the 

Cross and that alone, that wrought reconciliation. By 

that death, our relation with God is readjusted. On the 

Cross He was alone; there He bore our sins on His 

own body on the tree, and the awful wrath of God due 

to them, but in glory He will not be alone; His people, 

the members of His body, shall be with Him. " Things 

on earth and things in heaven " hath He reconciled. In 

Phil. ii. 10, "things under the earth" are included, 

because there it is Christ subjugating all things; even in 

hell, His Lordship must be owned. But here where it 

is reconciling all things, hell is left out. This is an 

important distinction, and disposes of the theory of the 

final restitution of the lost. " T o present you holy, and 

unblameable, and unreprovable in His sight." Holy 

before God, blameless before others, and unreprovable 

by Satan. Present you, so that neither God, man, or 

devil shall find any flaw. He is going to present us up 

there in heaven " in His sight," right under His eye, 

and there in that uncreated light there shall not be a 

whisper against us. If you are not made fit for that, 

there is no heaven for you. 

Verse 23.—Here is a word of exhortation and warn

ing. It is like John xv. ro, "Continue y e " : mind you 
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do not get " moved away" : there is plenty to do it. 

" Grounded" means firmly joined to the foundation; 

" settled" denotes solid work after the foundation has 

been secured. In Eph. iii. 18, it is first the figure of 

a tree, hence the word is "rooted," then of a building, 

hence the word is "grounded," on a solid foundation. 

When we know that we are saved, then we can look 

forward. " The hope of the Gospel" : not hoping to be 

saved, we know that we are saved already: but Christ 

is coming. This is the true attitude of the saints. 

" Waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" 

(1 Cor. i. 7). "Looking for that blessed hope" (Phil, 

iii. 20). " Be not moved away," implies there are many 

things to cause us to relax our hold on " the hope," then 

worldliness creeps in. " Continue in My love "—" Con

tinue in the faith" — " B e not moved away from the 

hope." Christ loved me, and gave Himself for me 

(Gal. ii. 20). He is coming again to receive me unto 

Himself (John xiv. 3 ) : these are the two ends of God's 

dealings with us in grace. This is the hope : there is 

only one. " Now the God of the hope fill you " (Rom. 

xv. 13). It is " the hope of the Gospel," preached in all 

creation. It was to be spread in all directions, that 

all who are brought to believe in Him, may be looking 

for His coming (1 Thess, i. 10). 

Verse 2^—There are two distinct ministries which 

Paul says were committed unto Him. Here a "minister" 

of the Gospel, in verse 25, a "minister" of the Church. 
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Verse 24 is very remarkable, coming as it does between. 

' 'Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for i t " 

(Eph. v. 25), and His true servants love that Church and 

suffer for it too. Not that they can ever suffer as He 

did, for in His sufferings at the hand of God, He stood 

alone, and bore all the wrath, but we can give ourselves 

—our time, our energy, our love, our prayers—in service 

for His Church. In suffering on behalf of His people 

and in serving them, we may be associated with Him. 

"Fill up that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ." 

He has left us here to serve and to suffer for a little 

while. It is a great honour He has thus conferred upon 

us, and when we get home to glory, we shall rejoice that 

we have been counted worthy to suffer for His Name. 

He expects us to sympathize with His suffering people, 

and to suffer with and for them. " In all their afflictions 

He was afflicted," and as was the Head so ought the 

members to be. It is enough to make us love the 

wilderness, to have the privilege of suffering a little for 

Christ. Those who have gone to heaven cease to suffer. 

Some suffer more than others, serve more than others : 

theirs' will be a bright reward. God forbid that we 

should be uninterested spectators, looking on from a 

distance but taking no part in " the reproach of Christ." 

Now we are members of a suffering Christ, and should 

have hearts full of sympathy for the suffering saints of 

God: this is a great way of suffering. Paul suffered 

much in this way; his heart-sympathies were with the 
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saints. When he heard of any walking negligently, he 

wept bitter tears (Phil. iii. iS, 2 Cor. ii. 4 ) : when he 

heard they were divided or troubled, it grieved his heart, 

and caused him to agonize (Col. ii. 1) and be in soul 

travail for them (Gal. iv. 20). Some only laugh at these 

things : the devil and the ungodly can do that. These 

are " the afflictions of Christ," for until the Church is 

glorified, His sympathies will be drawn out for her 

sorrows and her sufferings, and so ought ours to be. 

Verse 25.—"The Church, of which I am made a 

minister.7' Paul was an evangelist to the world, a 

teacher to the saints : the former ministry is to the lost, 

with the Gospel for their salvation, the latter to the saved, 

with the Word for their edification. They are generally 

separate, but an evangelist should seek to have those 

whom he has been used to lead to Christ, led on and 

taught in the truth. " According to the stewardship of 

God which was given to me." This shews that God's 

ministers will have to give an account. " It is required 

in stewards that a man be found faithful" (1 Cor. iv. 1), 

not frittering away God's truth to pander to the ungodly. 

The parable of the unjust steward in Luke xvi. 1-13, is a 

warning to unsaved preachers : in the latter part of the 

chapter we see him in hell, with his tongue on fire. The 

Lord's own Word to the faithful one is, "Well done 

good and faithful servant" (Matt. xxv. 23)—not success

ful. Ours is to act faithfully, and be true to our Master, 

waiting for His commendation and reward. 
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Verses 26, 27.—That which was the great purpose of 

God in His heart from before the world began, is now 

made manifest. That mystery is the Church: " the 

riches of His glory," the grandest of all His mighty 

works. " Christ in you the hope of glory." This 

thought occurs thrice. He is our life (chap. iii. 3 ) : He 

is all and in all (chap. iii. n ) . 

Verses 28, 29.—The object of true ministry is the 

growth and edification of the saints : to have every one 

fully established in Christ, and fully alive to the love 

God has to him in Christ, and of that glory which even 

now is revealed to the soul by beholding Christ at the 

right hand of God (2 Cor. iii. 18). Such a ministry can 

only be in the power of God, and in the agony of 

the soul. 
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ERE we have a glance at the intense earnestness 

of Paul's service and of its aim and object. He 

prayed and agonised for saints whom he had never seen. 

Verses 2, 3.—The way the Church is built up, is by 

saints being drawn together. The way of the acknow

ledgment of the mystery is by hearts being knit 

together. God is gathering and welding souls together, 

and the apostle is very anxious that none may be drawn 

away. He was in conflict, lest they might be divided in 

heart. God's way is to build His saints together by 

union of heart—in one spirit (Phil. i. 27). His way is 

to begin within (see Acts iv. 32). Two disciples walk

ing to Emmaus, talking together with Christ, had their 

two hearts fused into one. " Did not our heart burn 

within us " (Luke xxiv. 32). So also in John xiv. 1, 

"Le t not your heart be troubled." Acknowledging 

God's mystery is acting it out, so that the hearts of 

saints may be knit into one. " Knit together,"—inter

laced : a spiritual thread joining them together. Not 

loving because you agree in this or that doctrine, but 

because you see Christ in each other. There will only 

be Christ to unite us in heaven. Let us be done with 

all else on earth. 

Verse 4.—"Lest any man should delude you"—draw 
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you aside. There is such a tendency for saints to be 

drawn aside by enticing words, persuasive speech. So 

few there are who live on Christ, and care for the living 

reality of a living Christ. 

Verse 5.—"Steadfastness of your faith towards Christ." 

This is the order: it is the order of the Holy Ghost. 

" Towards Christ " : providing this is right, other things 

will fall into their places. Only as a man is full of 

Christ, can he be of any use. No wisdom of the flesh 

is of any value before God. It must be Christ first, and 

Christ last. 

Verses 6, 7.—"As ye have therefore received Christ 

Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." That is, go on 

with Him getting increased knowledge of Him, accustom

ing yourselves to His presence, reckoning upon Him and 

obeying Him daily. There is all in Him you need. 

Creation came from His hand. All things are held 

together by Him. As you " received" Christ Jesus to 

be your Lord, so see in Him all that you need. "So 

walk in Him," saying, " T h e Lord is my shepherd I shall 

not want." Then the Holy Ghost explains how we are 

to "walk in Him." "Rooted and built up in Him." 

Christ the root, His precious work the foundation of our 

souls. As we grow, we see more and more the strength 

and security of that foundation : the soul is more and 

more taken up with Him and charmed with His perfect 

work. " In H i m " : not in frames and feelings, or in 

knowledge and attainments. Everything that God can 
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convey to the soul is in Christ. The more we learn our 

need, let us the more turn to Him : there we find all. 

As we see what we have there, we become rooted. As 

you read the Word, or hear the Word telling of the work 

of Christ, you are "built up." "And stablished in the 

faith " : very few are stablished. It is distressing to hear 

of saints and even teachers drifting about, turning round 

and round like spiritual weather-cocks. Surely it all 

indicates a very feeble acquaintance with Christ. " In 

the faith." God has made known that to us. " The 

faith once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). 

Therein are we to abide, and therein to " abound in 

thanksgiving." 

Verse 8.—Here is a word of warning, how the fulness 

of Christ may be denied. "Philosophy and vain deceit." 

Think of any one preferring these to Christ. Philosophy 

will be poor stuff for a dying pillow ; you will want Christ 

then, and you need Him now to live. Do your souls 

crave anything else ? Do you sigh after intellectual 

discourses and traditional religion? The Holy Ghost 

says it is all " vain deceit"—mere fallacy. 

Verse 9.—" In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 

Godhead." That is the strongest word possible in the 

Greek for '• Godhead. There is everything in Christ. 

Just think of anyone turning from Him to "vain deceit"! 

And not only is there in Him all the fulness, but " ye 

are complete,"—filled full—" in Him." This is wonder

ful : too vast to comprehend. In Ephesians i. 23, the 
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Church is said to be "the fulness" of Christ; He cannot 

do without it. Here in Colossians, He is the fulness 

of the saints, and surely they cannot do without Him. 

Verse n . — " I n whom ye are circumcised." Moses 

commanded that part of the flesh should be cut off; 

here all the flesh is cut clean out, and put off. It is 

a reference to the new creation, which the Holy Ghost 

here calls " a circumcision." "Putting off the body of 

the flesh" — the words "sins off" should be left out. 

The whole body is put off. " Ye are not in the flesh " 

(Rom. viii. 9). All that I was as a child of Adam, a 

sinner, 1 am cut out of: all that Christ is, I am before 

God. How the two fit together. I am cut off, am 

dead : I have no place, no standing before God, save 

in a Risen Christ. God wants us to live upon that 

fulness. Is it not enough ? " Who is the Head of all 

principality and power." If He can fill all these in

telligences in heaven, is He not enough for me ? Here 

is the true circumcision, of which the circumcision 

in the flesh was but a shadow. We are still in the 

body, thank God, not in the flesh, although the flesh is 

still in us. "Putting off" is the same as is in verse 15, 

rendered " spoiled "—or stripping. As the grave-clothes 

were stripped off Christ when He rose, so has He de

livered us. Everything hinges on the resurrection and 

the victory He won for us. " I n the circumcision of 

Christ": that means the circumcision with which He 

circumcises us, and cuts us off from what we were. 
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Terse 12.—-"Buried With Him in the baptism." It 

reminds us how all the waves and billows went over 

Him; how He cried, " I sink in deep mire where there 

is no standing," and how the floods overflowed Him. 

Yet out from these waters (Psa. xviii. 16) He was 

brought, and out from the miry clay (Psa. xl. 2). This 

was first true of Christ; then of all who are His. 

"Buried with Him in the baptism." There is only one. 

As the believer goes down in the water, it is a symbol of 

how God has buried all that we were out of His sight. 

Verse 12.—"Wherein also ye were raised with Him." 

These three things are infinitely precious. 1st—The 

blood of Christ has dealt with all my sins, and brought 

me into the presence of God (Eph. i. 13). 2nd—All 

that I am by nature, the Lord Jesus has cut me clean 

out of, so that I am no longer what I was. 3rd—In 

Christ risen, I am, and have His nature. He gives us 

the beautiful symbol of baptism to shew this forth. He 

went down in His baptism of suffering (Luke xii. 50), 

under the billows of God's wrath; we go down in the 

symbolic grave of baptism, and rise with Him to newness 

of life. All that I am by nature buried out of God's 

sight: all that Christ is before God, is now mine. The 

flesh is still in us, but that need not break our com

munion with God. With the two loaves baked with 

leaven, which were waved before Jehovah, there was 

offered a kid of the goats for a sin-offering, for their 

acceptance (Lev. xxiii. 17-22). These loaves are a type 
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of the Church, composed of Jew and Gentile, with sin 

still in its members, yet accepted, because of the work 

of Christ. 

"Through the faith of the operation of God." Faith 

may seem simple in our account, but it is a marvellous 

feat in God's. When you believe, it shews God is at 

work in you. The more simply the soul drinks in what 

Christ is, the more is God's power at work in you. 

Faith is produced by the revelation of Christ to the soul; 

and the more the soul gazes on Christ thus revealed by 

the Holy Ghost, the more the life flows into it. " Raised 

Him out from the dead ones." 

Verse 13.—"Quickened together with Him." If T 

believe on Him, my faith may be tiny, yet I am risen 

with Him. I have His life. I have fellowship, that is 

partnership, with Him. He and I have the same life; 

His life is mine. Verse 12 tells what we have been 

brought out of; verse 13 shews what we have been 

brought into "with Him." This is delightful! It is 

always true, not only when you are talking to Christ; 

then you may be enjoying it more; but the thing itself 

is a fact always. There is a slight difference in English 

between "communion " and "fellowship." Communion 

denotes intercourse; fellowship, companionship, society. 

They are one word in Greek—community. Whether I 

enjoy it or not, God has seen to i t ; He has secured 

it. Blessed be God, He has raised His people with 

Christ, and there in Him risen, they are a new creation. 
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There is no condemnation: how could there be in 

Christ ? There is nothing to condemn. My sins ? 

Christ bore them all away. My nature ? Christ circum

cised it. All has gone. Christ and His members alone 

remain before God. What a blessed standing the be

liever has! What a place of nearness! Christ must 

needs have a people meet for Him, companions worthy 

of Him. He the Living One died, that we the dead 

ones might live. Now He is our life, our fulness, our 

everything. 

" Having forgiven you all trespasses." What sweet

ness is in that expression! In death, Christ made 

atonement for sin; in resurrection, they are all gone. 

Is there a sin there on Christ ? Not one; then there is 

not one on me. "Having forgiven you all "—not a part, 

but a whole. Blessed assurance ! There are no sweeter 

passages in the Word than these two, " Having forgiven 

you all trespasses," " Hath He quickened together with 

Him." The possession of life proves the removal of sin; 

for it is resurrection life. Christ then is risen, and we 

are out of our sins and quickened together with Him. 

Every time you act faith, it shews you have life. Would 

you be a healthy Christian ? Then act faith in a living 

Christ, and "abundance of life" will flow into you. 

"All trespasses." Who would like to part with that 

little yet great word, " all " ? I was thinking how great 

God is, to be able to call these starry worlds into 

existence out of nothing. But He has done a more 
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wonderful thing still. He has put my many sins out of 

existence. They are all gone, gone to return no more. 

God says, I will not remember them (Heb. x. 14). 

Verse 14.—"Blotting out the handwriting of ordin

ances that was against us." There is a change in the 

pronoun. In verse 13, it is " y o u " ; in verse 14, "us . " 

This is a clue to the interpretation. The same change 

occurs in Gal. iv. 5, 6, " w e " Jews, " y o u " Gentiles. So 

here Paul speaks as a Jew, the handwriting was " against 

its." The law was given to Jews, not Gentiles (Rom. 

ii. 8 ; Eph. ii. 14-17). All that the law can do for man 

is to be against him. The law has dominion over a man 

as long as he liveth (Rom. vii. 1-4); but we have died, 

and its claims are ended. How foolish for saints to put 

themselves under it as their rule of life ! We are to live 

to another, even to Him who is risen. Instead of L-A-W, 

it is not L-O-R-D. "Christ Jesus my Lord" (Phil. iii. 8). 

He forgives my trespasses, and blots out the law. 

" Took it out of the way," as between Jew and Gentile 

(Eph. ii. 14), nailing it to His Cross. Not merely the 

ten commandments, but the "ordinances" were all "con

trary to us," casting down the timid, and puffing up the 

self-righteous. When God rent the veil of the temple 

in the midst, the priests were wicked enough to sew it 

together again no doubt. So people now prefer to keep 

at a distance, while God invites them to draw near. 

" Took it out of the way "—that is a very vivid expres

sion. It means it is not wanted, it only opposed us. 
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Verse 15.—" Having spoiled principalities." The word 

"spoiled" here is the same as verse 11, "pu t off"; it 

means properly, stripping off, and only occurs once again 

in Scripture (chap. iii. 8). It refers to the Lord Jesus 

stripping off His grave clothes. " Made a show of them 

openly"; openly, refers to the Cross. In the moment of 

His greatest weakness, He achieved all this. What can 

He not do now that He has risen, with all power in His 

hand? " H e liveth by the power of God" (2 Cor. 

xiii. 6). " Triumphing over them in Himself." He had 

to cope with sin, death, the devil and his angels, single-

handed, and He did it. Oh, what we owe to Him and 

to His Cross! It is very grand to know that He 

triumphed even there. 

' ' By weakness and defeat, He won the meed and crown ; 

Trod all our foes beneath His feet, by being trodden down." 

He did all this for us when He was "emptied" (Phil, 

ii. 7). What can He not do now, that He is " glorified "? 

(John vii. 38). 

Verse 16.•—"Let no man therefore judge you," &c. 

All these were but shadows; Christ is the substance. 

Why, then, go after shadows any longer? The Sabbath 

was typical of rest. Christ is the true rest of God, and 

God calls us to rest in Him. The Sabbath was the 

shadow; Christ spent it in the grave, and this earth has 

not had another since. In these verses, 16, 17, the 

Holy Ghost shews how the fulness of Christ may be 
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practically denied, by going back to shadows. May we 

heed the warning; it is much needed in our time. 

Verse 18.—"Let no man beguile you of your reward." 

It is quite possible to miss it (Rev. iii. 12), or part of it 

(2 John 10). Here it is by a ceremonial or ritualistic 

worship : a worship that was instituted through the in

strumentality of angels (see Gal. iii. 19; Acts vii. 53). 

God had an earthly tabernacle, and people could then 

draw nigh to Him on earth. Now that has gone, His 

people are called with a heavenly calling (Heb. iii. i), 

and their only place of worship is in heaven itself (Heb. 

x. 17). Oh, to draw near to God there! To come 

before Him and worship there ! " Intruding into those 

things which he hath seen." Four of the oldest Greek 

MSS. leave out the word "not." In other words, a 

religion of sense; ritualism and ordinances, which men 

can look at and handle, instead of having to do with 

things unseen. Heavenly things are only visible to faith. 

We have a Great High Priest, but He is unseen. The 

Holy Ghost is ours, but unseen. Faith grasps both, and 

makes them real to the soul. Do not let any one cheat 

you by bringing you down to a religion of rites and cere

monies, or soliciting your return to Judaism. Here we are 

reminded that its rites were only shadows. Now Christ 

is risen. It is a solemn warning to saints, to beware of 

very much that is everywhere around them, very popular 

too, of high esteem among men. "Vainly puffed up." 

How true this is ! How much pride often lurks under 
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a garb of assumed humility ? And religious pride and 

vanity are the worst of all. 

Verse 19.—"Not holding the Head." The true and 

only remedy is to have, individually and consciously, to 

do with Christ the Head. This alone will keep saints 

right in soul, and with each other. Anything merely ex

ternal is Popery, Ritualism, Formality. " From which 

all the body." The entire body is to live off the Head ; 

there is enough in Him for all; for in Him all the ful

ness dwells. Oh, it is grand to have such a Head, in 

Whom all that His people need, is treasured for them. 

" Having nourishment," implies that we need constant 

supplies, and that nutriment is constantly flowing down 

from the Head to His Church below. " By joints and 

bands"; any and all who are raised up and fitted by 

Him as channels of ministry to His people. " Knit 

together "•—a beautiful word, mentioned before in verse 

2, and also in Eph. iv. 16, where it is rendered "com

pacted." It speaks to us of the close and vital union of 

those who are Christ's. Nourished from the Head, we 

shall see those who are the members of the body in the 

light of His love for them, and as those who are to be 

loved and served, because they are His. Thus shall 

saints, loving with His love, become of "one heart," and 

ministering His Word from Him, they shall become of 

" one mind." 

Verse 20-22—"If ye have died." This is the proper 

rendering; so also in chap. iii. 3. This is God's remedy 

c 
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for all fleshly piety and carnal religion. The Cross is 

the end of a worship of outward form. Saints have died 

with Christ. A new life and a new nature is theirs now, 

and nothing but a living Christ can satisfy. A living 

Christ to live upon. Is He not enough? Do you want 

worldly religion along with Him ? If I get down to a 

religion of sense, Christ is lost sight of. His fulness is 

denied. The more we live by faith upon the living 

Christ, the more do we grow and our capacities increase. 

The more His fulness flows in, the more do our vessels 

become enlarged. " T h e rudiments of the world," the 

same word as in Gal. iv. 9, the " weak and beggarly 

elements"—a religion of the flesh and the world, with its 

commands and prohibitions—" Touch not, taste not, 

handle not." The believer in Christ has passed out 

from all that belongs to the world and the flesh, into a 

new sphere, where Christ is everything. 

Verse 23.—"Will-worship," same word as verse 18; 

" voluntary " worship, people exercising their own wills, 

doing what pleases themselves. Is there not a lot of 

this in our day ? A religion that pleases the natural 

mind is what men run after. What pleases God is to 

do His will, not our own, and to bring everything to the 

test of His Word. A living Christ in the heavens un

seen, yet loved, is to be the object of our hearts. " T o 

the satisfying of the flesh"; it finds its satisfaction in 

religious forms as well as in coarser things (See Eph. 

ii. 2); but the new nature can only be satisfied with Christ. 
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Religious forms and ceremonies—Judaism then and 

Ritualism now—are of no value against the passions of 

the flesh. Man's way of safeguard is by placing various 

restraints and negations of evil, " Handle not, touch not, 

taste not," which is the proper order of the words—a 

descending climax. God's way is by " stripping off the 

body of the flesh" through death and resurrection 

with Christ, giving us a new life, a new nature, and a 

continual flow of nourishment for that new life direct 

from the Risen Head in Heaven. Oh that God's people 

may see how their all is in Christ, how He claims as Head 

and Lord their confidence and their obedience, and how 

all worldly and fleshly forms of religion deny Him that 

honour, and rob the saints of the present blessing and 

future reward by beguiling them from Christ. What was 

to keep these Colossian saints from human philosophy, 

and a recurrence to ordinances, man's natural religion, 

and religious man's traditions, Rationalism and Ritualism, 

was a fuller knowledge and a firmer hold of Christ. If 

the heart is really satisfied with Him, drawing from Him, 

there will be no desire to wander about after the allure

ments of the world. 

"Jesus, Thou art enough 

The mind and heart to fill." 
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"<£jJjj»F ye then be risen with Christ." The word "if" 

jfjC does not imply doubt; it means, " Since ye 

then_ were raised." It is the common portion of all 

saints, and we are to regulate and correct our walk 

according to our standing. " Ye are risen "—that is a 

fact. God has accomplished this for us ; it is His work. 

He it was who raised up Christ (Rom vi. 7), and us 

together with Him (Eph. ii. 6). Faith believes God; it 

feeds upon His Word. "Risen with Christ"—three 

little words easily uttered, but O, how full of meaning! 

The allusion is to chap. ii. 11-13, where we are said to 

be dead, buried, and risen with Him. Already we are 

there with Him in our spirits, and very soon our bodies 

shall be where our spirits are. " Seek those things which 

are above." In Ephesians, saints are said to be already 

" blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 

Christ"—here they are to " seek" them._ Both are true. 

Already they are ours in Christ, and God would have us 

enter into the present possession and enjoyment of them 

by faith. "Seek those things." They are quite within 

our reach, the proper element in which we are to live 

and move and have our being. They are our own ; 

things below are not. The Lord says, " If ye have not 

been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall 
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give you that which is your own?" (Luke xvi. 12). 

Heavenly things, " those things which are above," are 

our own; the things of this world are not our own, they 

are only entrusted to us as stewards, and we should use 

them in service to Him. God would have us swayed by 

" things above "; drawn more and more towards them, 

as our only real abiding treasures; and, truly, where the 

treasure is, there the heart will be also. Thus it was 

with the patriarchs of whom we read in Heb. xi. They 

had their hearts set with desire upon " a better country, 

that is an heavenly" (verse 16), therefore, they were 

content to be strangers and pilgrims here, dwelling in 

tents. And so should we, knowing that God will not 

disappoint us, but give all that He has promised. 

Verse 2.—"Set your affection"—margin, "your mind": 

judge them according to their proper value. A man 

would be unwise if he valued copper as much as gold. 

Faith brings future things into the present, and puts pre

sent things into the past: faith beholds unseen things, and 

lives on them. It values the favour of God above every

thing, and sees all the world's false glory in God's own 

light. " Mind these things "—to look at things in the 

light of God's throne, and to get His judgment about 

things here, is heavenly-mindedness. The apostle then 

gives a beautiful clue why our affection should tend 

heavenward. "Where Christ sitteth." Is He not our 

Treasure, our Portion, the Lover of our souls ? He it is 

"Who loved me, and gave Himself for me " (Gal. ii. 20). 



38 The Epistle to the Colossians. 

"Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for i t " 

(Eph. v. 25). He loved us then ; He loves us still, and 

He will love His own who are in the world unto the end. 

Would it not be strange if such a Lover did not want 

His people's love back again ? " Set your affection " 

where Christ is. It is such a powerful appeal to our 

hearts. Surely, if Christ uplifted on the Cross has drawn 

our hearts to Him (John xii. 32), how much more should 

the living, loving Christ on the throne? How we ought 

to be humbled, that we are so little drawn and moved by 

that love of His. Oh ! just to think that we need to 

have His love pressed on our hearts by the Holy Ghost, 

in order to produce any response at all. Some flowers 

open more quickly to the sun than others, and so do 

some hearts to the love of Christ. He compares His 

people to a garden enclosed, and says : " I have come 

into my garden," there to gather His pleasant fruits. 

(Song v. 1). Oh ! may He not be disappointed in finding 

them gone. He values our love, and delights to gather 

the fruits of that love in us. 

" Not on things on the earth." This is to guard us 

against those things that would obstruct us in our seeking 

after things above, that would be a hindrance and a dead 

weight weighing us downward. The more we allow our 

affection to be set on earthly things, the more do they 

become dead to things above. " Who mind earthly 

things," (Phil. iii. 19.) was a condition that caused Paul 

to weep for others. Here the command is found twice. 
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In verse 1 " seek," in verse 2, " mind " things above ; and 

the negative " not on things on earth," is to encourage us to 

let our souls be drawn heavenwards. If these appeals do 

not move us, we must be in a very unspiritual state. Oh ! 

let us study Christ on the throne, with unveiled face 

beholding Him there for us, until our hearts go out and 

up to Him there in response to His love for us. "Where 

Christ sitteth." This is an important word. He speaks 

to God. " Who also maketh intercession for us." (Rom. 

viii. 34.) This is something beyond His sitting down. 

_He__is interceding for us. His work as sin-bearer is 

finishedj^and He is seated (Heb. i. 3), but His intercessory 

work goes on? until we are bodily where He is. 

Verse 3 . — " For ye have died." This dogmatic assertion 

on the part of God is very grand. It is true of all who 

believe. The actual moment you believed in Christ, you 

were reckoned by God as dead, buried, and alive in 

Him. " Your life is hid with Christ in God." Mean, 

time Christ is hid. Wonderful statement! As He went 

up, He was "seen of angels " (1 Tim. iii. 16), but He is 

not yet worshipped by angelic beings as we see He will 

be in Rev. v. 11. He_]s_at present " hid in God"—the 

hidden manna (Rev. iii. 17), but one day, God will bring 

Him forth, first to receive us to Himself, and to be made 

like Him (John xiv. 3, 1 John iii. 2), then to be worshipped 

b x angels (Heb. i. 6). Meanwhile, He is hidden from 

sight, but by faith we can say: " We see Jesus " (Heb. ii. 

10). "Your life is hid"—it is safe in God's keeping. 
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No man can pluck you out of Christ's hand, or out of the 

Father's hand. (See John x. 28, 29.) We are doubly 

secure. What a mercy ! Sometimes the life in us may get 

a chill, but it can never perish—it can never be put out. 

Verse 4 . — " When Christ, who is our life, shall 

appear." He is coming again, but not alone. Next time 

the world sees Him, His saints will be with Him. When 

He appears, they appear; all together, and with Him. 

He never will be seen alone again. Alone He died 

(John xii. 24), but now in resurrection, God has given 

Him a body and many members. He is the First-born 

of many brethren (Rom. viii. 17), and when He appears 

again, they will all appear with Him. What a joy to the 

heart in a world of sorrow and sin as this is ! And see how 

the Holy Ghost delights in squeezing in, as it were, to 

this grand statement, such a volume of precious truth. 

He_might have said simply : " When Christ shall appear," 

but that does not satisfy Him. He says : "When Christ, 

who is our life, shall appear."^ Here He is speaking of 

the source of life; it is in God's Son up there, and from 

Him it is constantly flowing down to us : flowing out 

from Him, and flowing in to us. John tells us : " He 

showed me a river of water of life" (Rev. xxii. 1) pro

ceeding out from God and the Lamb. What fulness of 

life is there! Until that river is dried up, the life will 

never be exhausted. When He comes, the dead in Christ 

shall rise first: then we shall be changed and caught up 

(1 Thess, IV. 14-17). Before God can look at our works, 
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He will look at Christ's, and in virtue of that work, all 

who have trusted it, will be lifted up to Heaven and set 

down in His presence, one as much as another. 

Associated with Christ now, we stand on the same footing 

as He does; " accepted in the Beloved." We are risen 

with Him now; we shall appear with Him then. " I n 

glory." Glory is not yet manifested : it is only known to 

faith. _ Grace has already appeared (Titus ii. 10), and we 

are looking for the appearing of the glory (Titus ii. 12). 

What a sight that will be ! I used to wonder if there 

was anything in Scripture about the risen saints excelling 

in strength, as we read the angels do. (See Psalm civ. 

20). Now I see that glory and power are combined : 

"Strengthened with all might according to the power of 

the glory" (Col. i. 11). "Who shall fashion anew the body 

of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body 

of His glory" (Phil. iii. 21). Oh! how different we shall 

be then, to what we are now ! Is it not enough to uplift 

and cheer our hearts, and make them sing : 

" We expect a bright to-morrow, 
All shall be well." 

God has called us to His "eternal glory" (1 Peter v. 9), 

and although we may have to wait for it a little, and learn 

patience, yet it is just as sure, as God has promised it. 

Verses 5-7.—" Mortify therefore your members." One 

use of the glory is to teach us to deny the flesh, to give 

it no place, not to give way to its lusts. As we get 

glimpses of that glory to which we are going, they nerve 
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us to be in arms against all that is of the flesh. And see 

what a lot there is to deal with. That long black list in 

verse 5, does not exhaust them al l ; there is another in 

verse 8 ; and we are to use the glory against both. We 

are to live so in the beams of that glory, that we will not 

give way to these things. In the days of our former life 

they were natural to us, but now that we have Christ's 

life flowing into us, and the glory before us, they are to 

be stripped off. 

Verse 8.—Each of these words has a definite meaning. 

"Anger," refers to temper. "Wrath," to temporary 

bursts of passion. " Malice " is worse, it is malignity. 

" Blasphemy," is injuring the good name of another, from 

bias—burst; pheme—fame ; it comes very near to our 

word '' slander." God would have us give the whole of 

them a thorough turn out. If the glory gets into us, and 

fills us, it will soon turn them all out. To be filled with 

the anticipations of glory will influence our lives. Stephen 

looked up and saw the glory, and it led him to pray : 

" Lord, lay not this sin to their charge," and doubtless 

the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, was the answer to that 

prayer. 

Verses g, io.—The argument here is, "you have put 

off the old man with his deeds," now put on the new 

man which is being renewed in one sense, by beholding 

the Lord Jesus, in another sense by practice. Nothing 

tends to make us more gracious than practising grace, 

more Christlike, than walking as He walked. 
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Verse 11.—"Where there is neither Greek nor Jew." 

There is a distinct thought in each of these couplets, 

" Greek nor Jew." Civil distinction is lost; both are one 

in Christ (Eph. ii. 15). "Circumcision or uncircum-

cision"—religious distinction is lost. (Eph. ii. n ) . 

" Barbarian, Scythian "—national distinction is gone. 

" Bond or free "—social distinction is blotted out. And 

the grand reason given is, " Christ is all, and IN all." 

How soon these barriers and distinctions are gone, when 

" Christ is all." How quickly love springs up when 

Christ is seen '' in all." Christ is in all these renewed men, 

whatever their national, religious or social distinctions 

may have been before, and our wisdom is, to seek to 

discern Christ in every one of them. Walking in the 

Spirit, it is not so difficult to know who is a Christian. In 

one who has only a spark of grace, and a great deal of the 

flesh, it requires grace to see it, and tests the measure of 

grace we have, for it is easy to see grace in a mellow 

Christian. These exhortations rebuke us, and they ought 

to put down our pride and self-esteem. That Christ 

alone may be "all, and in all." 

Verse'12.—"Put on therefore as the elect of God." 

This is a passage for the heart. It should make us glow 

with love to one another. What a beautiful life it will 

make, if carried out. There is a great deal here to 

practice. A beautiful way of reading the word, is to think 

over it and then pray about it, until the Word gets into 

us. The expression " Put on," refers to the putting on 
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of a new garment. At first, it does not seem to fit very 

well, but as we use it, it fits better. So these things 

enumerated here, are unnatural to us as " in the flesh." 

Just think of living such a life as these verses speak of 

before we were renewed ! But now we are " elect of 

God, holy and beloved." What wonderful names are 

these ! As those whom God has chosen, loved, sanctified, 

love one another. If you are prone to act towards a 

brother in anger, wrath, or malice, let these words " elect 

of God, holy and beloved," glitter on his brow as you 

look at him. Christ is in him. Who would want to lie 

to Christ? Even if you could deceive Him, you would 

not surely like to do so to the One who loves you so 

much, and is doing so much for you. As we put on these 

things, the new nature in us is "renewed," the new life is 

developed and strengthened. Practice these things, and 

as you practice, it becomes habit, and habit makes it 

easy. " Bowels of mercies "—such a full word. The 

same is used of the Lord Jesus. He was " moved with 

compassion." Kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 

long suffering." God esteems these things, and He would 

have us practice them. Put them on is said to all saints. 

God does not think any of us are so kind or so meek as 

we ought to be, or might be, so He bids us put them on, 

Verse 13.—"Forbearing one another." The Lord has 

a deal to bear with our naughtiness. We should seek 

ever to remember this; it will help us to forbear with one 

another. "Forgiving one another." " Forbearing " is a 
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passive word ; " forgiving," an active one. " Forbearing," 

looks at patient endurance in one's own soul; "for

giving," looks at the grace shown to others. " Forgiving 

yourselves," as it may be rendered. When a saint is not 

kind and gentle to other saints, he is like a man who hits 

himself. " Tf any man have a quarrel against any." Two 

Christians of different temperaments may quarrel, but 

they should not nurse wrath, else it will grow into malice. 

Forgive, "as Christ forgave." What a pattern of for

bearance and forgiveness is Christ! 

Verse 14.—"Above all these things put on charity— 

love." Here is a spiritual "overal l" for saints to wear. 

You may have to show forbearance and to exercise for

giveness, to show humbleness of mind and other graces, 

but always let the " overall" of love be seen. Love, 

"Jhe bond of perfectness," or that which binds together 

and completes all the rest. The figure of the dress is 

dropped, and the chain is suggested, drawing saints 

together. The tip-top of perfection is love. It is the 

chief part of our outfit, and it well becomes us as the 

children of God to be habited in love, and different from 

the world. Children in the gutters, are not dressed like 

children in the palace. As the children of God, "holy 

and beloved," we are to put on these things, and to walk 

about with them on us daily. 

Verses 15, 16.—These verses have special reference to 

the saints as gathered together. " Let the peace of 

God," or rather " the peace of Christ" (R.V.) : that peace 
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in_ which He ever walked while here below. " My 

p_eace," as in John xvi. 27- " Let the peace of Christ 

rule "—that is arbitrate—" in your hearts, to the which 

also ye were called." Instead of jarring, contending, 

striving to be uppermost, hear the voice of the Lord 

saying: " B e a t peace among yourselves" (1 Thess, v. 

13.) " I n one body:" put together by God, not to live 

isolated, monastic lives, but in true living fellowship as 

members of Christ, and members one of another. 

Verse 16.—"Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly." It is still the thought of the one body, not 

the saints in isolation, but together, yerse 14, is 

1 Corinthians, chapter xiii., epitomised, showing the 

supremacy of love, and its uppermost place among the 

saints. Then verse 15, is like 1 Corinthians xii., telling 

of the body of Christ in its unity, and the one Spirit 

pervading the whole. Verse 16, is an epitome of 

1 Corinthians xiv., each having that Divine sympathy for 

the other, and then comes the ministering one to another. 

Oh! it is so beautiful when the saints of God are thus 

filled with the love, the peace, and the Word of Christ, 

all loving and sympathizing with, and ministering to each 

other. 

Verse 17.—"Whatsoever ye do in word or deed." 

Words and deeds alike may edify. What a calling ! A 

kind act, or a word of rebuke, both are alike to be " in 

the Name of the Lord Jesus." If you cannot do it in 

that Name, then you should not do it at all. You should 
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be able to look up from your service, "giving thanks unto 

the Father by H i m " everywhere and always. What a 

calling ! What lives ours as the children of God and the 

servants of Christ, ought to be. Then follows some 

particular directions to us as the saints of God in our 

earthly relationships. These are riot beneath His notice. 

Verse 18.—"Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 

husbands." When dealing in grace, the Lord always 

begins with the least. He addresses wives before 

husbands, children before parents, servants before masters. 

Authority and subordination are both to be recognised as 

His way. When this is ignored or set aside, then there is 

confusion. When wives rule over their husbands, and 

children lead their parents, all is upside down, there is no 

rule, no subjection, such as is here enjoined. It is like 

the great image of Daniel, chapter ii., whose feet were 

partly of iron and partly of clay, a true picture of the 

democracy of these last days. God's plain command

ments set aside, and everybody doing what they will, and 

what pleases themselves. May it be characteristic of us 

to love all these His precepts, and to do all that He here 

tells us. There is nothing more pleasing to God than 

obedience, even in such matters as these. Has He not 

told us in His own Word, that Jesus went down to 

Nazareth, and was subject to His earthly parents there 

(Luke ii. 51), just to show us, how pleasing to Him such 

subjection is. There are three injunctions given to heads 

of households : as husbands, fathers, and masters. 
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Verse 19.—''Husbands love your wives, and be not 

bitter against them." Love, according to the love of 

Christ for His Church (Eph. v. 25), is to be rendered, 

and no bitterness. Not only is the positive, but also the 

negative side given. 

Verse 21 .—"Fathers provoke not your children." 

They are not only to love, to care for and guide, but also 

to take care not to grieve them unnecessarily. It is thus 

that God as a Father deals with His children, and He 

would have earthly fathers to do as He does. How kind 

of the Lord to put in a word like that. It shows that 

nothing escapes His notice. An earthly father may 

expect too much from his child, and this is to guard 

against provoking till he is discouraged. If that is done, 

the Lord will let him hear of it at His judgment-seat. 

See how frequently the title " Lord" occurs in these 

verses! So surely as there is a Lord over us, shall we 

have each to give an account to Him at His judgment -

seat of how we obeyed these precepts. 

Verses 22-25.—How remarkable are these four verses 

addressed to servants! The Holy Ghost seems to 

enlarge the word so as to include all the saints as being 

the servants of Christ, and ends with a solemn word in 

anticipation of the judgment-seat of Christ. 

Verse 23.—"Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as unto 

the Lord." How good of Him to accept such service. 

However menial its character, if done as unto Him, He 

will reward it. What a word of cheer this is to those who 
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are serving hard and unreasonable masters. In serving 

them well in the fear of God, with singleness of heart, He 

accepts it as done unto Him. How this lifts up the 

meanest drudgery to the highest service. " Ye serve the 

Lord Christ." Could you have a better Master? The 

Holy Ghost thus brings the highest motives to sway us 

in the smallest matters of everyday life. What a real 

thing it makes life to be, to learn that He takes notice of 

the commonest details of it, and reckons them up as 

service done to Him. Truly, the Word of God is like no 

other book ; it takes note of what men would pass over, 

and leaves out as unworthy of record, things that we 

would make a deal of. 

Verse 24.—"Ye shall receive the reward of the in-

herirance." It is "an inheritance," yet a "reward.'' 

These feeble attempts to serve the Lord Jesus will receive 

a reward, yet out of all proportion. Just think of your 

little bits of service receiving from the Lord the " reward 

of the inheritance." What a grand thing to live for and 

serve such a Master. Surely life is worth living to a man 

who knows he is saved, who knows he is a child of God, 

who knows he has a home in heaven, and that for all 

true service rendered to the Lord here, he shall receive 

hereafter " the reward of the inheritance." When we 

sing about the coming of the Lord, let us not be im

patient, but go on working and warring "till He come." 

" So now to watch, to work, to war, 
And then to rest for ever." 

D 
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It sheds a halo of glory on everyday life to know that 

God is taking so much account of it. 

Verse 25.—" But he that doeth wrong shall receive for 

the wrong." Undoubtedly there will be such a thing as 

jufferinjT loss at the judgment-seat of Christ. Any 

unfaithfulness in these relationships, any failure as the 

servants of Christ, will have a corresponding loss of 

reward. It is no question of salvation, or of being in 

heaven. These are secured by grace alone, but wrong

doing in regard to these commandments of the Lord, which 

He has given for our obedience while here as servants in 

His kingdom, will bring loss to us at the manifestation of 

our works. Everything will come up for review at 

His judgment-seat, and some will have a less reward than 

others. The word " Colosse " means "clipped," and in 

this Epistle the saints are reminded that unfaithfulness to 

Christ will " clip " the reward hereafter. Oh ! to hear and 

heed that solemn warning word of His—" Let no man 

beguile you of your reward" (chap. ii. 18). It will give 

the Lord great joy to give His " well done " and a full 

reward to all His faithful servants. Do not " clip " your

selves of it, or deprive Him of that joy 

The placing of this solemn word at the close of the 

section dealing especially with social relationships and 

matters of daily life, shews that obedience to the Lord in 

these will gain His reward. Reward is too often con

nected with great success in some public sphere, but it is 

not so in the Word of God. "Well,done, good and 
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faithful servant "—not great and successful, " Thou 

hast been faithful over a few things," such as are 

mentioned in this chapter as part of the commandments 

of our Lord. Oh, to be ever on the alert to obey Him, 

to render service to Him even in the very humblest and 

most commonplace matters of life. 
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' ^ E S F J ' E R S E I.—"Masters give unto your servants that 

i,'*;^^ which is just and equal." Servants, even slaves, 

are not to be trampled on ; however humble their station, 

they are dear to the Lord. They are not therefore to 

be wronged. Such matters are not too trifling for the 

Holy Ghost to write about, and we ought to heed them. 

How many bright touches there are in the Epistle to 

Philemon on domestic relations. Paul not only writes to 

Philemon, but to Apphia, for, as their servant Onesimus 

had robbed his master, his wife, being one with her 

husband, and sharing all with him, had a right to know 

all about it. " Knowing that you have a Master in 

heaven." He would have us spend the little while of our 

service here under His eye, ever having the judgment-

seat in view, where we must give an account to Him. 

Verse 2.—" Continue in prayer, and watch in the 

same." This is the first precept addressed to the saints 

under this head. He had been shewing the Lordship of 

Christ in creation, in the Church, and how they are to 

remember Him in the social circle as wives, husbands, 

children, fathers, servants, masters. Now He says: 

"Continue in prayer, and watch in the same." It .con

tains a hint, that when we are in prayer, we are continually 

tempted to have our thoughts drawn away. Therefore, 
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"watch"—give strict attention. Watch for the time of 

prayer; do not neglect it, and watch also when in prayer 

(1 Pet. iv. 7). "With thanksgiving." We are so selfish, 

that we tell the Lord our needs and troubles, but often 

forget to thank Him for His blessings and deliverances. 

Verse 3 . — " Praying for us." We ought to pray for the 

servants of God, to hold up their hands, especially those 

who have gone forth " for the Name, taking nothing of the 

Gentiles" (3 John 9), and for those through whose 

ministry our souls have received benefit. " That God 

would open unto us a door of utterance." Doors opened 

by Him no man can shut (Rev. iii. 12). Things every

where portend the time is near, when He will close the 

door (Luke xii. 35). " T h e mystery of the Christ," the 

Church up there and down here all one in Christ, that great 

mystery of which he had been made a minister, which had 

been revealed to him (Eph. iii. 6-10). " F o r which I am 

also in bonds." It was no child's play to speak God's 

truth, and to act according to it then. Thank God, we 

live in easier times, and can speak the truth without fear; 

but " the reproach of Christ " remains, and obedience to 

His will as our Lord and Master will still bring out the 

world's opposition in some way. 

Verse 5.—"Walk in wisdom toward them that are 

without." Take care how you walk before outsiders, lest 

by your folly or selfishness you stumble them. It is sad 

to think how many of the unsaved have been hindered 

and stumbled, by the inconsistent walk of Christians. 
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What a solemn word—"them that are without." Out

side Christ, outside the kingdom, outside heaven; all but 

in hell. Such is their position. Let us take it to heart, 

and walk wisely before them. " Redeeming the time," 

that is buying opportunities, even going out of our way 

to get an opportunity to speak for Christ. Count no 

trouble too great, no sacrifice too costly, to get an oppor

tunity for bearing witness to the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 6.—" Let your speech be always with grace." 

What a rebuke this is, to much of the conversation of 

Christians ! " Always with grace." In order to do this 

we must have much communion with God, and be 

abiding in Christ ! It is possible even to talk of mundane 

matters in such a way, as men may see that we have been 

with Jesus. 

"Seasoned with salt: " that is truth. Grace and truth 

must be combined : they always were in the speech of 

the Lord Jesus. Look at Him in the synagogue at 

Nazareth (Lukeiv. 18-25). While He spoke of grace, they 

wondered at " the gracious words that proceeded out of 

His mouth," but when He added " I tell you of a truth," 

they sought to hurl Him over the brow of the hill. Some 

are fond of hearing words of grace, telling of the promises 

to and the privileges of saints, but they do not like to 

hear of the precepts and commandments of the Lord, 

given for His peoples' obedience. They like Ephesian 

grace, much better than Colossian responsibility. But 

those who speak must not tone down the truth to suit th 
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ears of those who hear, but deal out God's grace and 

truth in due proportion, giving each a portion " in due 

season." 

Verse 7.—From verse 7 onward, we have a description 

of the characters and service of seven individuals, and 

they are given here as representative persons. We are to 

regard them as anticipations of the Lord's servants before 

the coming judgment-seat; a suitable and solemn ending 

of this Colossian Epistle, in which we learn so much of 

the present Lordship of Christ, and the obedience of His 

saints and servants, with reward or loss in that coming 

day. Tychicus is first. A beautiful character is given to 

him, "a beloved brother, a faithful minister and fellow-

servant in the lord." Coming from the Holy Ghost, 

this is a good commendation. How grand to hear from 

the Master's lips at His judgment-seat: "Well done."— 

Bravo—" good and faithful servant." Would you rather 

have that, or the clapping of hands and eclat of thousands 

of people ? Perhaps you will say : " Both may go to

gether." No, they cannot. LookatDemas, the popular 

man, the man who loved the present world (2 Tim. iv. 

i_oJs_ and was doubtless loved by it, how his name 

appears last (verse 14), without a single word of approval 

or of praise by the Holy Ghost. Saved he may have 

been, but no more. It reminds us of Deuteronomy, 

chapter xxxiii., where the name of Simeon is omitted. 

The tribe bearing that name no doubt entered the goodly 

land, but owing to their conduct in the wilderness (see 
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Numb, xxv.) there is not one word of praise given them 

here. There is such a thing as being saved, yet so as by 

fire (1 Cor. iii. 15), escaping, as Job says, as "by the skin 

of the teeth " (Job xix. 20). What a contrast between 

Tychicus and Demas ! Then observe the order in which 

the Holy Ghost commends Tychicus. " A beloved 

brother, a faithful minister (servant), and a fellow-servant 

in the Lord." A brother before a servant. All God's 

children are in the circle of love, although all may not be 

faithful in service. Mark, it is not successful, but 

"faithful." What men call "success " is very often not 

what the Lord commands, or what He will commend in 

that day. " It is required in stewards, that a man be 

found faithful" (1 Cor. iv. 2). 

Verse 8.—Paul had not seen the saints at Colosse 

personally, nor had he been the means of their con

version ; yet he cared for them, and was anxious to know 

their state, and to help and comfort them. This shows 

hov^ we ought to love and care for God's saints and 

servants wherever they are found. 

Verse 9.—" Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, 

who is one of you." He had been converted through 

Paul's instrumentality at Rome. He had been a sorrow 

to Philemon, his earthly master (Philem. 10, n ) , but 

since his conversion had turned out well. " A faithful 

and beloved brother." What a joy for Paul to write such 

words, to those who had known him best in his uncon

verted days. How happy when one who has been 
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outrageous is saved, and goes on well. Alas ! many pro

fessed converts in our day do not go on well, but the 

reverse. 

Verses 10, n .—Mark, who had once been a cause of 

trouble to the Apostle (Acts xv. 38, 39) had now become 

a "comfort" to him, and profitable for service (2 Tim. 

iv. 2). This is very striking, and it shows that Paul's 

severity towards him, as shown in Acts, had done him 

good. It brought Mark to a sense of his naughtiness 

and indolence, and at last we see him restored to the 

Apostle, and to his place of service. Though Paul's 

attitude towards him seems severe, he would, no doubt, 

eat the sin-offering (Lev. x. 11) about him in secret, and 

the lessons Mark then learned were salutary and helpful to 

his growth in grace. 

Verse 1 1 . — " Jesus, who is called Justus." " Jesus," was 

a common name then among the Jews, as Joshua is now. 

It gradually got into disuse after the Lord was pleased 

to take that name. He had evidently three names (Acts 

i. 23). These were all "of the circumcision." What 

a nice word that is for the Holy Ghost to write. "They 

of the circumcision" (Titus i. 10) were, not generally 

helpers of Paul, but these were his " fellow-workers unto 

the Kingdom of God " and " a comfort." How blessed to 

have such work-fellows in the service of the Lord ! Then 

follow three from among the Gentiles. 

Verse 12.—" Epaphras, who is one of you." Not your 

minister, although he had been the means of their 
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conversion (ch. i. 7), but "one of you "—all put together. 

How different are the dissenting and clerical notions of 

our day! "Always labouring fervently in prayer." 

Epaphras was not content to know that they were saved. 

He agonised in prayer that they might stand complete in 

all the will of God. To be saved is the beginning, to go 

on in the knowledge of God's will, walking in His ways, 

is next. 

Epaphras prays here as Paul had done (chap. i. 9). 

He had been with Paul and had learned the importance 

of the second character of his ministry, " to fulfil"— 

complete—"the Word of God." Epaphras had learned 

more of this than he knew when he was with them at 

Colosse, and he " strives earnestly," agonizes in prayer 

for the saints, that they may be " fully assured of all the 

will of God." What a lovely service for fellow-saints! 

And not only for those well known to him at Colosse, 

of whom he himself was one, but he had much labour for 

the saints in Laodicea and Hierapolis. Do we pray 

much for fellow-believers, not asking great or impossible 

things for them, but that they may know and be fully 

assured of the will of God, seeking to walk in obedience 

to the Lord's commandments? 

Verse 14.—"Luke, the beloved physician"—Paul's 

companion in travel (Acts xxi. 8), and fellow-labourer 

(Philem. 24), who remained faithful to the end (2 Tim. iv. 

2)—" and Demas, greet you." There, is a word of praise 

for all but Demas. His name means " popular," and the 
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likelihood is, he was popular among men. But what 

avails this in God's sight? "That which is highly 

esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of 

God" (Luke xvi. 15). It is of this man that the aged 

Apostle, in prison, nearing his end, has to write,—"Demas 

hath forsaken me, having loved this present world" 

(2 Tim. iv. 10). It ought to read "this present a g e : " 

the word in the Greek is not the same as in John iii. 16, 

" God so loved the world." It is well to remember this, 

as otherwise we might infer that Demas was a lost soul. 

He loved the present age, and was, no doubt, allured by 

its caresses, from the path of companionship with the 

prisoner of the Lord, and from the reproach of Christ. 

Verse 16.—Notice the word "from Laodicea." It is 

believed to refer to the Epistle to the Ephesians. 

Laodicea was near to Ephesus, and it is very natural to 

suppose that the Epistle written by the Apostle to the 

saints at Ephesus, would be handed about and read, as 

there were churches springing up in all parts. So this 

Epistle to the Colossians was to be read in the church of 

the Laodiceans. " Cause it to be read," says the Holy 

Ghost. What is the lesson to us? Always to combine 

Ephesian and Colossian truth, always to keep them to

gether, like the two lines of rails on which the engine 

runs. j[t_is- most important in the holy omniscient 

judgment of the Holy Ghost, that we keep always together 

these two lines of teaching. Alas ! it is not always done. 

When one gets hold of one side, and neglects the other, 
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he is in danger. Hence the word is, to read both 

Epistles, and let grace and truth, divine grace and human 

responsibility, privileges and precepts, be known equally. 

If this had been attended to, good men would not have 

been found jarring, or clinging to only one side of truth. 

Verse 17.—"And say to Archippus." It seems as if 

some one in the Church of Colosse was not in his proper 

place. Archippus means, " Master of the horses." After 

the saints have been taken up to Heaven (Rev. v.), the 

power of evil will assume shape, and defy the Son of 

God to His face. The second Psalm asks : " Why do 

the people neigh," like the neighing of horses ? Presently 

the Lord will come down as the Rider on the white 

horse in judgment on His foes (Rev. xix. n-14) , His 

faithful servants, who served Him here in lowly paths, 

now rewarded, and with Him. Philippians means 

"lovers of horses," and chapter ii. 1-3 shews how the 

saints are to fight by getting down, not seeking to be 

great in the world, or the Church, but going down in 

order that Christ may lift them up. "Take heed to the 

ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou 

fulfil it." Whatever the service may have been, it was 

appointed by the Lord, and He was to complete it— 

carry it out. Every Christian ought to know his place 

and his work, and stick to both. Never budge an inch 

from the post where the Lord has put you; if you do, you 

will hear of it at the judgment-seat. To say : ." I feel as 

if my work is done," is only a bit of proud flesh. Your 
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work will not be done till the Lord comes, or calls you 

to be with Him. Therefore, as long as you are here, 

take heed to the service, and complete it. Do not run 

about trying lots of things. Some are fond of new 

employments, but the word to Archippus, and to all of 

us who are in danger of being up and away to great 

things, to the neglect of that special work provided and 

appointed by the Lord, is : " Fulfil it." Go on, and on, 

in patient continuance in well-doing, and the Lord will 

reward you. It is a strong word that, "fill it full." It 

is used of the Lord Jesus in Luke ix. 31—"The exodus 

which He should fulfil." Paul's aim was to finish his 

course with joy " (Acts xx. 24), and at the end he was 

able to say : " I have finished my course," and he saw 

the crown " laid up " for him (2 Tim. iv. 8). So let it 

be our constant desire to fulfil our service and finish our 

course, keeping at it, going on and on, with unfaltering 

step, until Jesus calls us home, or till He comes to 

gather all His saints together, to be for ever in His 

unclouded presence. Some do not finish their course, 

or complete their service. Moses did not: he was 

hindered from crossing the Jordan because of his sin 

at Meribah. He accused the people of God, and spake 

unadvisedly with his lips, and his course as a servant 

was cut short. Elijah, mighty man as he was, stopped 

short of completing his service. Paul went on in the 

path of obedience, counting not his life dear to him, and 

completed his course with joy. Oh, to end as he did, with 
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the Lord standing with us to strengthen and deliver, even 

should all others flee (2 Tim. iv. 17). 

Verse 18.—" Remember my bonds." He was suffering 

for their sake (chap. i. 24), and in the fulfilment of his 

service for the Church. Yet what care he had for others, 

ready to pour out his life in service (Phil. ii. 17) joyfully 

for Christ and His people. " Grace be with you." As 

he begins (chap. i. 2) so he ends with " Grace/' i\nd so 

end all the Pauline Epistles. It is so blessed to know 

that what Grace has begun, it will not cease to perform 

till the glory is reached. 

" Grace all the work shall crown, 
Through everlasting days ; 

It lays in heaven the topmost stone, 
And well deserves the praise." 



Summarg oi the (Epistk. 

CHAPTER I.—The Fulness of Christ, the Head of His 

body, the Church, and the Lord of the individual saint. 

First, Who He is; then, what He has done that He 

should be our Lord; our former state; where grace has 

brought us, and the mystery. 

CHAPTER II.—The desire that we may understand 

the mystery, warning us how Christ's excellence and 

fulness may be denied by man's traditions, Rationalism 

and Ritualism, and a recurrence to worldly religion. 

The way of preservance from all is, by " Holding the 

Head," from Whom all true nutriment flows. 

CHAPTER III .—How Christ's claims as Lord are to be 

owned, the walk and conduct becoming those who are 

risen with Christ. The title " Lord " occurs seven times in 

the closing verses of this chapter, in connection with 

relative duties, all of which are to be fulfilled as unto the 

Lord. 

CHAPTER IV.—Exhortations and Salutations as to 

walk and service, in view of the judgment-seat of Christ, 

where the results of both, in reward or loss, will be made 

known. 

Colossians is occupied with the Head, in Whom is all 

fulness for the body. 
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Ephesians describes the body, and tells that it is the 

fulness of the Head. 

Philippians places a worthy object before the soul, and 

shews how everything is set aside to gain it, while Colos-

sians tells the worth of that object, and warns against all 

that would allure from it. 

Each thus needs the other, and all the lines of 

teaching in these Epistles are to be held together. 

Were these distinctions observed, and the lines of 

truth taught in these Epistles always combined, many 

controversies would speedily be settled. Let us love 

and hold fast all the Word of God. God means all He 

says. Let us not add unto it, or diminish ought from it. 

We cannot afford to give up one part of God's truth. 

That which presses us the hardest is what we most need. 



Jl;p;p£Ttta. 

flaul's Jrtinisirg. 
(CHAPTER i. 23, 25.) 

,|pTp|HE Gospel preached by the Apostle Paul was in 

(QMS, advance of that of Peter and the other eleven 

Apostles. The ministry of the twelve is described thus:— 

" Of these men who have companied with us all the time 

that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us " (Acts i. 

21). Their teaching was of a Christ upon earth, Who 

died and rose again ; very little more generally did the 

twelve speak of. Paul's Gospel was of a Christ in glory. 

" I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make 

thee a minister and a witness both of these things which 

thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will 

appear unto thee " (Acts xxvi. 16). What had he seen ? 

What Peter had not seen—a Christ in glory. Hence 

there is emphasis on what Paul speaks of when he says, 

"My Gospel" (Romans xvi. 25). So also in 2 Cor. iv. 3 

—" If our Gospel be hid." The context shews it was the 

Gospel of a Christ in glory. Whilst then Paul told of 

Christ dead and risen (1 Cor. xv. 1-3), there was a 

further line of things committed to him, which had not 

been given to the eleven. He heard the Risen Christ 

speak of His persecuted saints on earth as part of 

E 
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Himself—"Why persecutest thou M e ? " Paul's ministry 

began where Stephen's left off. Stephen saw Him 

standing, but rejected still by men, but Paul saw Him 

seated at the right hand of God (Heb. i. 3). He saw 

Him in the glory of God. And now He is calling saints 

to share that glory. As Paul tells us, " Whereunto He 

called you by our Gospel to the obtaining of the glory of 

our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess, ii 14). And God is 

now intent upon bringing His " many sons" into that 

glory (Heb. ii. 10). From that glory He has sent down 

the Holy Ghost, to unite us to a glorified Christ, and to 

give us even now glimpses of that glory to win our hearts 

and to lead them up to Him there. " We all with un

veiled face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 

are changed into the same image" (2 Cor. iii. 18). And 

when He comes, our bodies shall be fashioned like unto 

the body of His glory (Phil. iii. 21). Then the Bible 

ends by giving us a glance of the Church " having the 

glory of God" (Rev. xxi. 11). The unveiled glory of 

Christ, His saints gazing upon the full unclouded per

fection of God in Christ, seeing Him as He is, and 

having by thus gazing that glory in themselves. 

"̂ Oilte limgbam of 3ps Dear §on." 
(CHAPTER i. 13.) 

T H E R E are various kingdoms spoken of in the Word. 
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" T h e Kingdom of Heaven"—an expression which 

occurs most frequently in Matthew's Gospel—denotes 

His reign whilst He the King is in heaven. Its admini

stration is traced in the parables of Matthew, chap. xiii. 

But this Kingdom of Heaven could be and was "The 

Kingdom of God" (Mark iv. 11) as well as when He 

was on earth, or when He shall have returned from 

heaven, as it is now during His absence from earth and 

presence at the right hand of God (Acts viii. 12 ; xx. 25). 

" T h e Kingdom of the Father" (Matt. xiii. 48): looks 

only at that which is according to God, when all shall be 

as He would have it, all having been fully and perfectly 

subjugated to Him by the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. xv. 20). 

"The Kingdom of Christ" (Rev. xi. 15), is the government 

of His world in the hands of Messiah. " T h e Kingdom 

of the Son of Man " shall stretch and extend to the entire 

creation (Psa. viii. 6-9; Dan. vii. 13, 14). "The Kingdom 

of His dear Son" (Col. i. 13), contemplates the state in 

which the saints now are, reconciled to God by the blood 

of Christ, yet with evil in them, which has to be subdued. 

For the way of God is, to put us at conversion under the 

sway of His Son, whom we know and learn to obey as our 

Lord. He will treat us very kindly, but He will not allow 

insubjection to His will. He will break us in; it implies 

training, tutelage, and restraint, and when we have been 

perfectly subdued, we shall then be in the Kingdom of the 

Father. In the future, the first effect of His appearing to 

earth will be that wickedness will flee from His presence, 
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and righteousness will come to the front and flourish. At 

present, during this age of which Satan is the " g o d " 

and " prince," righteousness suffers and is pushed aside. 

During the millennium it will reign (Isa. xxxii. i). 

Then all the righteous shall rejoice because He has at 

length set up His reign of righteousness in power. The 

objects of His reign are, first to put all things right, to 

order all things according to God down here, and when 

all has been subdued and put as God would have them, 

He will hand over the kingdom to God the Father. 

Yet His kingdom is in another sense "everlasting" 

(2 Pet. i. n ) . All other monarchs have had their 

crowns wrested from them by death, or by others; not 

so the Lord Jesus. He will surrender the kingdom and 

His Lordship as Son of Man to God, but nought of His 

millennium work will be altered or annulled. Everything 

will be consolidated and settled. Then God—Father, 

Son, and Holy Ghost, will be all in all. 

" $eab jrf 3ps fioig—the Qttmrch." 
(CHAPTER i. 18.) 

BY the Holy Ghost all who believe now are formed 

into one body, of which Christ risen from the dead is the 

Head. The Old Testament saints were not of this body, 

How could they be? The Holy Ghost had not then 

come down personally from heaven to earth BY whom 
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such a union is formed, neither was there a Head in 

heaven to whom they could be united. There was 

no union with Christ before He died. Then He abode 

alone (John xii. 24). Only as " First-born from the 

dead" is He " H e a d of the Church—His body" (Col. 

i. 18). Not even when the Church had begun to exist 

as a matter of fact, consequent on His ascension to 

heaven, and the descent of the Holy Ghost, was the 

doctrine of it revealed immediately : nor until Paul had 

been called and received his commission from the Lord 

Jesus, and was made a minister of the Gospel and of the 

Church (Col. i 23). And to him was committed the 

stewardship of the mystery which from the beginning of 

the world had been hidden in God (Eph. iii. 7). 

" Perfect in Qlhrist Jesus." 
(CHAPTER i. 28.) 

T H E word "perfect" in the New Testament is the 

translation of two utterly different words in the Greek. 

Telios, as in this verse, and Heb. v. 14. This looks at 

our individual likeness to Christ. 

Katartizo, as in 1 Corinthians i. 10, and 2 Corinthians 

xiii. 9, n , refers to our being well .fitted, into, the body, 

perfectly joined together, each knowing and keeping his 

proper place in the assembly of God. 

If we know not what we are in Christ, we are not 



70 The Epistle to the Colossians. 

Telios. If we cause trouble and disturb the fellowship 

of saints by our sectarianism, or by our self-seeking and 

self-importance, wanting to be uppermost, we are not 

Katartizo. 

(CHAPTER ii. 2.) 

T H E mystery which had been hid in God from all ages, 

is the unity of the body—the Church. That Jews and 

Gentiles believing in the Lord Jesus should be made 

one with the risen Christ in glory, is something new 

indeed. As it is, or ought to be, in Eph. iii. 6, " That 

the Gentiles should be heirs together, should be a body 

together, should be sharers together of the promise in 

Christ." The calling of the Gentiles was not hid. The 

mercy of God to the Gentiles is mentioned in many of 

the prophetic Scriptures, but that they should be made 

" a body together " with believing Jews, was indeed a new 

thing in the universe. When the religious Jew believes 

on the Lord Jesus, he is made one with the irreligious 

Gentile. Both lose their identity, and become one in 

Christ. Thus we have the unique character and calling 

of the Church. When the Church is removed from the 

earth, then the distinction between the Jew and the 

Gentile will be resumed, but for the present, during the 

presence of the Son of God at His Father's right hand, 

and the presence of the Holy Ghost here on earth, all 
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such differences are set aside. This is the period of the 

outcalling of the Church, which is a new, unique, a 

singular thing in the universe. And this mystery of the 

Church is not only a unique body now, but it will remain 

so for ever. Hebrews xii. 23, clearly shows, that it will 

be so throughout the millennium, and Ephesians iii. 21, 

adds—"Unto Him be glory in the Church, by Christ 

Jesus, unto all the generations of the age of ages. Amen." 

(iftinistrp. 
(CHAPTER ii. 19.) 

" T H E Head from which all the body by joints and bands 

having nourishment ministered." In the first Epistle to 

the Corinthians (chap. xii. 14-24), we are taught that the 

body has many members, but that all the members have 

not the same office. In the Epistle to the Ephesians 

(chap. iv. 10-14), w e learn that the risen Christ gives 

gifts to men for the upbuilding of His body. The former 

passage reminds us that the Spirit uses whom He will, 

and that He must not be quenched or hindered in His 

operations. The latter, marks a distinct provision made 

by Christ for His peoples' sustainence and growth. The 

former shows how the Church is cast upon Him, how 

He may use the five words of one unlettered, or of a 

babe in Christ, and hence the need of providing liberty 

for those to minister in the assembly such as the great 
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Sovereign God to whom it belongs would have. The 

latter tells how the Lord in His love and faithfulness 

provides for, and will never fail His Church, and how 

rule is to be perpetuated therein. For it is His will, that 

those who minister to, and feed the flock, should with 

others whom He raises up and fits, rule and guide it 

(see Heb. xiii. 7, 17, 24 ; 1 Pet. v. 1-3). And the need 

of such rule must be obvious, when we remember, that 

wherever there is liberty for the Spirit to use whomsoever 

He will, there is also liberty for the flesh to intrude itself 

with unprofitable ministry, which for the glory of the 

Lord and the welfare of the saints must be stopped (Titus 

i. 11). Man's way is to have everything arranged, which, 

while it may ensure order such as man can approve of, 

shuts out God, and stops up the channels His Spirit might 

use in ministering grace to the saints. The ignoring of 

the Corinthian side of the truth has led to the introduc

tion of clerisy, and the rejection of the Holy Ghost in 

ministry, while the neglect of the Ephesian aspect of the 

truth has led some to fancy they are able to minister, 

whereas their words have only the effect of bringing upon 

the saints leanness and coldness. The very words used 

by the Spirit to describe these two forms of ministry are 

different. That of Corinthians is karismata, while in 

Ephesians it is domata. And while the gifts of Ephesians 

are pledged to continue to the end—"till we all come to 

the unity of the faith unto a perfect man," those of 

Corinthians are not. 
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It ought to be noticed too, that the double object of 

the gifts in Ephesians is, first "for the perfecting of the 

saints unto the work of ministry,"—not to do everything 

for them; and second, as looking on further still, " unto 

the edifying of the body of Christ." And this work of 

giving is His own work alone, none can take it out of 

His hand. Some presume to make men into ministers 

by the laying on of their hands horizontally; others 

choose their own ministers by holding up one hand 

perpendicularly, but here Christ is seen with all the gifts 

in His hand, dispersing them as He will, for the welfare 

of His Church. 

(Horshtp, 
(CHAPTER ii. 21.) 

W H A T is worship ? It is neither praise nor prayer, 

much less is it listening to a discourse or sermon. 

Worship is the overflow of hearts occupied with Christ. 

In prayer we are occupied with our wants : in praise we 

think of our blessings: but in worship the heart is 

occupied with Hinuelf. To worship God we must be 

consciously at rest in His presence, enjoying His love. 

As the Spirit takes of the things of Christ and shews 

them to us, our hearts are filled to overflowing in our 

adoration of Him. 

Worship in its fullest and highest sense is in the 
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assembly, gathered in His Name, with the Lord in the 

midst (Matt, xviii. 20). This place He took amongst 

His own, immediately He had risen from the dead (John 

xx. 19). This place He takes still in grace, and it will 

be the place He will have in the future " in the midst of 

the Church" (Heb. ii. 12). Thus gathered around Him, 

with the Spirit to lead, we proclaim His death, and own 

Him as our Head and Lord, while we wait for His 

return. 

%\iz #5oim anil the giribc. 

I T has been vehemently asserted by some, that the 

Church is not the heavenly Bride of Christ, that there is 

only one Scripture which seems to show this, and that 

when it is examined it will not be found to assert that this 

is so. Alas ! it has ever been the habit of those who 

seek to fritter away the truth, to attempt to weaken the 

force of that truth by saying that only such and such 

Scriptures speak of it, and as their opposition increases, 

the number of such Scriptures become fewer and fewer. 

It is said that Ephesians v. is the only Scripture that can 

be made to support this. Well, if this were the only one, 

is it not ample ? But I am certain that there are other 

Scriptures that clearly teach the bridal relationship of 

the Church to Christ: and others assume it. The 

term " Bride" may not be found, but the sentiment is 
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abundantly. Can there be any doubt that the allusion in 

Ephesians v. 23-32, is to Eve being taken out from 

Adam's body to become his bride? Does this type 

teach that the Church is the body but not the bride ? 

The inspired comment given by the apostle entirely sets 

aside such a thought. He says, " I speak concerning 

Christ AND the Church." Now, if the teaching here 

implies that the Church is only viewed as the body of 

Christ, what is the force of the word " AND " ? In 

another Scripture, where the same Apostle is dealing with 

the Church as the body of Christ, his language is entirely 

different. There he says, " So also is THE Christ" 

(1 Cor. xii. 12, Greek). Here there is no " A N D , " for the 

two are one. Head and members together form " T H E 

Christ." But in Ephesians v. 30, there is an " A N D , " for 

the one is assumed to be two. The former, in which 

the twain are one, points to the grandeur of the 

Church's position as one with Christ: the latter shows 

her subordination, and His affection. These truths 

thus connected, were designed by God to be counter-

truths. To disturb or remove either, is to mar the effect 

of both. As the body of Christ, the Church has Him as 

Head above her ; as the Bride she will have Him ever 

with her. 
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%hz Petoarbs oi the 3ubgment-§eai. 
(CHAPTER iii. 24.) 

The rapture to heaven of the entire Church to the un

veiled presence of God, to behold Him in all His glory, 

will be God's own answer, to the full value He has put 

on the work of Christ. Never before had He so fully 

told all its value, as now, when He lifts up into His own 

immediate presence those who had on earth put their 

trust in that precious blood. Their presence in the 

Father's house is due to Grace alone; their sole title to be 

there, is found in the Blood of the Lamb. The Father's 

house precedes in point of time, the Judgment-Seat of 

Christ and the Kingdom. The family circle is before the 

glory of the throne, or the displayed glory of the King

dom. " Caught up to God and to His throne " (Rev. xii. 

5.) In the first and highest of these three, the work of 

Christ is alone regarded. In the other two, our works, 

the response of our hearts to His grace will be measured 

and rewarded at His judgment-seat after He has wel

comed us to His presence in infinite grace and love. 

The crowns He will give are for faithful service to Him 

here below. (See 1 Thess, ii. 20; 2 Tim. iv. 10; 1 Peter 

v. 4 ; James i. 12.) The crowns will be diverse as the 

service had been. Each will express the measure of the 

Lord's approbation of His servant's work, and be an 

evidence of it to others, illustrating His own word of 

cheer, "Well done." And these rewards have all an 
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abiding and eternal character (2 Peter i. 11). They are 

not like the honours conferred by men, which wither and 

die (1 Cor. ix. 27). Yet let it ever be remembered, that 

our common standing as the children of God is the 

highest. Just as the members of a royal family may be 

—one a colonel of a regiment, another the captain of a 

ship, yet when they come together, they do so on the 

ground of being children of one family. So will it be with 

the saints of God. One will rule over ten cities (Luke 

xix. 10), another over five, yet the competency of both to 

reign will be the possession of Divine life, and this alone 

by sovereign grace and mercy, which lifted each one 

up from the dunghill to sit among princes. 

^rutlte anb their haunter truths. 
(CHAPTER iv. 16.) 

To every truth God has revealed in His Word, there 

is a counter truth. If you wish to be kept from being 

an heretic, then do not learn so much on one side of the 

truth as to ignore the other. If you have found any 

single truth to be precious to your soul, then be sure you 

look out for its counter truth, and give it your attention 

also, otherwise by occupying yourself wholly with one 

side of truth to the neglect of the other, you will be in 

danger of pushing it into the place of heresy. For it is 

well to remember, that heresy as spoken of in the Scripture, 
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is not error, but truth pushed out of its place to the dis

paragement 01 ignoring of other truths which have been 

given by God to balance it. Heresy is selected truth; 

truth taken out of its connection, and forced into undue 

importance, hence " a n heretic" (Titus iii. 10) is one 

who. chooses, who makes selection according to his own 

tastes, and who forms a party round that which he thus 

chooses. If a believer wants to go on rightly, holding a 

straight course in the Word of God, he must always 

remember that God's truth is two-sided, and that every 

truth has its counter truth. For in us there is the 

ever-recurring tendency to set up one side of truth 

against another, to hold one side so as to disparage or 

neutralise the other. God's truth is ever in extremes, 

but not in one extreme without the other. In order to 

be safe, the two extremes must be held together. State

ments in God's Word may be divers, but never diverse, 

truths will be found to be counter, but never contrary. 
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many of the Lord ' s se rvan ts of t h a t t ime who have gone to the i r rest , and 
a s t i r r ing account of gospel labours t h roughou t England , Scot land, a n d 
I re land . The book conta ins many s t r ik ing cases of awakening and con
version, which make i t a sui table gift to unsaved friends and neighbours 
which t h e y will be sure to read. 

Early Days. 
Life in the Great City. 
First Conviction. 
Hearing-C. H. Spurgeon. 
Young Men's Meeting. 
Conversion to God. 
Saturday Meetings for Prayer 
Reynolds Kennedy. 
Meeting with R. T. Hopkins. 
A Suicide Arrested. 
Mr S. A. Blackwood's Bible 

Readings. 
First Public Testimony. 
First Conflict with the Police. 
The Revival of 1S59-60. 
Meeting with Mr S]:mrgeon. 
Evangelists in London. 
At Mitcham Fair. 
The Showman and the 

Preachers, 
Meeting with J. Hambleton. 
Baptized by Mr Spurgeon. 

CONTENTS. 

Baptismal Regeneration Con
troversy. 

Gospel Labours. 
Before the Magistrates. 
Spread of the Revival. 
First Visit to Hastings. 
Mr. Spurgeon's Father and 

Mother. 
A Faithful Worker. 
A Sad Incident. 
A Prodigal's Conversion. 
The Jui? of Beer. 
Preaching at Plymouth. 
Free Gospel Teas. 
A Scotchman's Conversion. 
3»lx J. L. Harris. [verted, 
A Tract Distributor (Jon-
Open-air Meetings. 
Visit to Brixham. 

^.Meeting with H. W. Soltau. 
Visit to South Molton. 
A Public Baptism. 

My Vision. 
A Lady Preacher. 
First Visit to Scotland. 
Tent Work in Glasgow. 
A New Hall in Wishaw. 
Visit to St. Andrews. 
Work in Belfast. 
Conversions in the Open Air. 
The South of Ireland. 
Memorable Incident at Nor

wich. 
False Accusations. 
Visit to Jersey. 
The Cross-Wearer Converted. 
Labours in Somerset. 
Earnest Christian Workers, 
Marriage. 
Visit to Switzerland. 
First Impressions of Switzer

land. 
My Wife's Illness and Death. 
Conclusion. 

Paper Covers, 6d. Cloth Limp, Is, Cloth Boards, Is 6d. Pod Free. 

REVIEWS AND OPINIONS. 
The Christian Leader, s a y s — " A very in te res t ing account of service ." 

Sword and Trowel, s a y s — " A plain, bu t in te res t ing na r ra t ive of t h e 
pr inc ipal incidents of t h e life of an earnes t evangel is t . " 

" A n Aged E v a n g e l i s t " wr i tes - " I t is refreshing to read of the glorious 
days of old, when God so marvel lously w r o u g h t in t h e land. I wish all 
our young men would read the book, and get filled wi th the Revival sp i r i t . " 

" A F e l l o w - W o r k e r " w r i t e s — " I passed t h rough many of the scenes 
described by M r Blow, and am filled w i t h pra ise as I read the s tory. I 
will c irculate t h e book, and wish i t were in the hands of every Chr i s t i an . " 

" A Vis i to r , " w r i t e s — " I lent a copy to an unsaved man, who read i t 
w i th g rea t i n t e r e s t . " 

JOHN RITCHIE, PUBLISHES, KJLMAKNOOK. 



^aluaBh cBoofis for cffieli'evers. 
Ail Bound in Cloth Boards. One and Sixpence each, Post Free. 

Reminiscences of Forty Years' Gospel Work, and Revival times, 
with Graphic Sketches of many well-known Evangelists and Workers. 
By Samuel Blow, Evangelist. 

Fundamenta l Truths. Addresses on the Great Truths of Scripture, 
now contested and denied. By Geo. K. Trench, H. A. Mandeville, 
H. Groves, A. Stewart, Dr. Neatby, E. C. Bland, and others. 

Echoes. Stirring and Practical Tapers on Christian Life, Godliness, 
Walk and Work. By Henry Groves. 

The Tabernacle in the Wilderness . JVew Edition, Lectures, Illus
trated with a Model and Diagrams. By John Ritchie. 

Law and Gra.ee. A Valuable Exposition of the Epistle to the Galalians. 
Truths for this day. By J. L. Harris. 

The Expected One. By Thos. Newberry. The Lord's Coming to the 
Air, and to the Earth, with Events connected with both. 

Notes on Romans. By J. JMarsden Code. A Suggestive, and Practical 
Exposition of this Great Gospel Epistle. 

Life, Death, Hades, and Paradise. By Caleb. J. Baker. Illustrated 
by a Chart. A Valuable Book on the State of Saved and Lost after Death. 

The Perfections and Excellencies of Scripture. By Tho«. 
Newberry. Needed Truths for this day of Higher Criticism and Infidel 
Speculation. 

The Feasts Of Jehovah. By John Ritchie. Lectures on Leviticus 
chapter xxiii. Illustrated by a Coloured Diagram. 

From Egypt to Canaan. Addresses to Young Believers on the Etodus 
and Journey of Israel. With Coloured hart. By John Ritchie. 

Unsearchable Riches. By John Dickie, of Irvine Precious Medita-
tions and Letters from the Chamber of a Suffering Saint. 

Things to Come. By John R. Caldwell. On the Second Coining of 
Christ, with Outlines of Prophecy. Larije Type Edition. 

Life in Christ. By J. Denham Smith.' A Series of Papers on the 
Believer's Life, and Acceptance in Christ. Much used in setting 
believers free from doubts and fears, and leading anxious souls into peace. 

Life and Walk. By J. Denham Smith. Stirring and Practical Papers 
on the Christian's Life and Walk. Very suitable as a gift to fellow-
believers. 

W a l k and Warfare . By J. Denham Smith. A Series of Rich and 
Practical Papers on Christian Position, Walk, and Conflict. 

Goiden Lamps. Three different Volumes, containing Expositions of 
Scripture, and Practical Papers, by the late Henry Groves, Robert C. 
Chapman, Thomas Newberry, W. H. Bennett, Henry Dyer, and others. 

Truths for the Children Of God. Addresses by the Late Henry 
Cummins of Bow, Devon. 

The TWO Destinies Of Man. With an Emblematic Chart. By 0. J. 
Baker, of Kansas City, U.S.A. 

Foundation Truths Of the Gospel. Twelve Bible Readings, with 
Questions and Answers. By John Ritchie. 

Outlines Of the Books Of the Bible. By Samuel Blow. Suggestive 
Notes and Helps for Bible Study. 

S3" Complete List of Expositional Works, Books for Bible Students, Con
cordances, and Helps to Bible Students, ifcc., from 

JOHN RITCHIE, PUBLISHER, KILMARNOCK. 
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W T - SOMETHING FRESH for TRACT DISTRIBUTORS. 

c#ro Sou s&saty? 

Reduced Specimen of " Livimj Words." 
PACKKT I. Contains— 

A Necessity—Ye must be born ayain 
Bad IF«yr*—The wages of sin is death. 
Look and Live- Behold the Lamb of God. 
G'ood A'ews— God is Love, God so loved, i:c. 

PACKKT III. Contains— 
A Warning—V\?e from the wrath to come. 
For Whom !— Christ died for the un^odiy. 
A Personal Question— Why will ye die? 
J. Glorious Fact—The Son of Man is come. 

4 Assorted Packet*, 6d each-. 

— ' ! S i r 3 { < — 

Kach Card contains a S t r ik ing 

Gospel or Warn ing Text , in An

tique W h i t e Let ters , on designs 

of Banners , Scrolls and Shields, 

neat ly p r in t ed on solid grounds of 

l>!ne, Crimson, Brown and C recti, 

wi th pointed quest ions and per

sonal appeals to the unsaved, on 

Stiff Card (Post Card size), wi th 

blank backs, on which in t imat ions 

and invi ta t ions may be wr i t t en , 

s tamped or p r in ted . 

Cd per 100 ; hs Cd per WOO, post free. 

Quantities for Distribution:—2000, 88; 
SO'jo, lis ; SuOo, ins ; 10,/iOt), SSs. 

PACKET II. Contains— 
Great Salvation—Salvation is of die Lord. 
Nothing to do— JSehold the Lamb of Gorf. 
H7mf A>.rt?—Afterthis, the.Judgment, &c. 
A i-Tact—Thou God see'st me, &c. 

PACKET IV. Contains— 
A Free Gift—The Gift of God. 
A cp you Uead'l—Prepare to meet thy God. 
Time and Eternity —She time is short. 
Sin Itemoccd -Behold the Lamb of God. 

12 Assorted Packets, ,5s post free. 
MP"- W I T H N O T I C E S OF S P E C I A L S E R V I C E S NEATLY PKI.XTKD ON B A C K — 

500, 5 / - ; WOO, 7/6 ; 2000, 13 / - ; 5000, 30/ - ; 10,000, 50/-. 
' LIVING WORDS," on Gummed Tinted Paper, for Closing Letters, Fixing on Hoarding 

Pillar Posts, and all available places—Sd per 100 ; lis per 1000. 

Searc/i'JSigRfs. 
A New Series of small oblong Tracts on stout paper, each containing a Message with 

"teeth." Good for slipping into hands of passers-by at Open-air Meetings, for giving on 
the streets, at hall doors, and for inviting to Special Service-.' 

Packet T. racket II Packet HI. 
Nothing to Pay. None Refused. For You. 
A Heavy Loss. How Long? Elemity, Where? 
A Startling Fact. Are you Ready ? Free. 
Unclaimed. I Unpaid Wages. | The Searchlight. 

Sd per 100 ; »/ i per looo ; /, Assorted Packets, If- post free. 
WITH STRIKING ANNOUNCF.M: NTS OF MEETINGS PRINTED ON BACK-

600, 8/3 ; 1000, 4/'i; 2000, S/- ; 5000, 10/- ; 10,000, 30/-. 

Packet IV. 
In the hark. 
A Quick Passage. 
A Great Sight 
A Coming Event. 

John Ritchie, Publisher, Kilmarnock. 



Sospet €%raofs and JBeaffefs, 
For Broadcast Distribution amongst all Classes, 

BY SAMUEL BLOW. 

GOSPEL APPEALS. 
A Series of S t r i k ing Two P a g e N a r r a t i v e T r a c t s on F i n e T i n t e d P a p e r . 

Each T r a c t is I l l u s t r a t ed by a N e a t Headband , and contains a S t i l l i n g 
N a r r a t i v e w i th appl ica t ion . 

Packet I. contains— 
The Master's Signature. 
Sudden Calls into Eternity. 
"Don't Forget Your Soul." 
" I Do Believe! I Do Believe." 

Packet III. contains— 
" Thank God I'm Out of Hell." 
The Stolen Sheep. 
" Mother ! Mother 1" 
" I Be Lost! I Be Lost!" 

In A ssorted Packets of 100, id. 

Packet II. contains— 
The Gilded Sixpence. 
"Too Late! I'm Lost." 
Saved by the River's Brink. 
It isn't Feeling, but Believing. 

Packet IV. contains— 
I'm a Lost Man. 
The Torn Tract. 
Exchange ior your Soul. 
" I was the Fool not You." 

per 100 ; Ss per 1000. Pout Free. 

STRIKING NARRATIVES. 
A Series of F o u r Page Leaflets on Tin ted Pape r , wi th N e a t I l lus t ra t ion, 

Very Sui table for General Dis t r ibu t ion . 
Packet J. contains— 

A Terrible Resolve. 
Hav'n't got the Assurance." 

How a Drunkard was Saved. 
"No One can be Sure. 

Packet II. contains— 
' She's Saved ! She's Saved." 
" I'll Stick to Her." 
" Bless the Lord that's Me." 
" I'll try for it too." 

Two Assorted Packets Is. 6d per 100 ; 4s per 1000. Post Free. 

1 ^ * Large Quantities for Distribution at Special Rates en application. 

DANGER SIGNALS. 
A Series of F o u r Page N a r r a t i v e Leaflets on good T in t ed Paper . N e w 

Sty le . Su i tab le for t h e Careless , Fo rma l i s t s , and Rel igous Professors. 

BY JOHN RITCHIE. 
Packet I. contains-

The Alpine Cross. 
The Drawbridge Keeper. 
The Missing Passport. 
In the Rapids. 

Packet III. contains. 
The Missing- Link. 
The Broken Bridge. 
" I saw the Red Light." 
"Show your Tickets." 

Packet II. contains-
Robin the Toll-keeper. 
Hell in the way. 
Foundations of Sand. 
Not by Works. 

Packet IV. contains-
"I've missed it at last." 
Lost in the Church. 
Nothing but the Blood. 
Going by the Book. 

4d per 100; Ss per 1000. Post Free, 

Complete List of over One Thousand Varieties*of Gospel 
Traets, Post Free, from 

JOHN RITCHIE, PUBLISHER, KILMARNOCK 



Printing for @ fir isffan *fflortiers, 
EVANGELISTIC SERVICES, and ASSEMBLIES OF BELIEVERS. 

Smcs we opened our PRINTING DEPARTMENT three years ago, we have been favoured 
with Orders from Evangelistio Workers and Assemblies of Christians in all parts of the 

kingdom, for Handbills, Posters, Cards, Circulars and General Printing. Our printers 
being close at hand, we can execute all kinds of work speedily, and deliver the same 
promptly, Carriage Paid to any address, at less than City Prices. No delays, or disappoint
ments. Handbills, same day as ordered. 
HANDBILLS and CARDS, lor Advertising Gospel Meetings, Addresses, Special Services. 

The following are a few of the Specialities we provide for GOSPBL WORK. 
i Handbills on Tinted Paper . Cards, White or Tinted. 
l ist Size, 4 x 3 in.—500, 2s 9d ; 1000, 4s; 2000, 6s. 1. Small—100, 2s; 600, 5s ; 1000, 7s 6d. 
2nd Size, 6 x 4 in.—500, Ss; 1000, 6s; 2000, 8s. 2. Large—100, 3s ; 300, 6s; 500, 6s. 
3rd Size, 7 x 5 in.—500, 4s ; 1000, 6s ; 2000, 10s. 3. Folding—100, 5s ; 200, 7s; 600,10s. 

Good for giving on the Streets, Distributing in Houses, and at Open-Air Meetings, &c. 
HANDBILL or CARD and TRACT Combined.—For Special Services. Striking Gospel 

Message on one side, with Bold Advertisement of Meetings on the other. 
Tinted Handbill with Tract . 

1st Size—600, 3s 3d ; 1000, 4s 6d ; 5000, 14s. 
' 2nd Size—500, 3a 9d; 1000, 5s ; 6000, 16s. 
3rd Size—500, 4s 6d ; 1000, 6s; 5000,18s. 

Gospel Card wi th Advert isement . 
1. Eternal Realities—1000, 6s; 5000, 20s. 
2 Living Words—1000, 7s 6d; 6000, 26s. 
3. Heralds from Heaven—1000,7s6d.; 5000, 25s. 

Picture of Tent, Tabernacle, Temple, Open-Air or Seaside Meeting added if desired, free. 
BOLD POSTERS.—For Announcing Meetings. Striking Designs. Well Arranged. 

1st Size, 15 by 20—50, 3s 9d ; 100, 5s. I 3rd Size, 20 by 25—60, 5s; 100, 7s. 
2nd Size, 18 by 23—50, 4s 6d ; 100, 6s. | 4th Size, 20 by 30—60, 6s; 100, 8s. 

Coloured Inks, Is extra. Other Sizes, large and small. Same day as ordered. 
WINDOW BILLS, and SMALL POSTERS.—For Announcing Meetings in Villages, 

Posting by the Wayside, on Gates, Posts, &c. Upright or Oblong, as desired. 
1. 10 by 71—50, 4s; 100, 6s 3d. I 4. 15 by 10—50, Ss 3d; 100, 4s 3d. 
2. 9 by 12—60, 2s 9d; 100, 3s 6d. 6. 18 by 12—50, 3s 6d ; 100, 4s 6d. 
3. 10 by 13—50, 3s; 100, 3s 9d. | 6. 20 by 12J—50, 3s 9d; 190, 4s 9d. 

1 BLANK POSTERS.—With Spaces for filling in Date, Place, Hour, Preacher's Name and 
Subject (if desired). They do for any place. 50 for Is 3d ; 2s per 100; post free. 

CIRCULARS. For Conferences, Fellowship Meetings, Special Services, and all other 
Meetings. Printed on one side, in Black or Tinted Inks, 100, 3s; 250, 6s; 600, 7s 6d. 
Printed on both sides, 100, 4s 6d; 250, 6s 6d ; 500, 10s. 

LOCALIZED "GOSPEL MESSENGER." With your own Title and List of Meetings. 
Very suitable for House-to-house Distribution. Brings out the people. Local Title 
causes it to be read. Over six millions issued. 250, 3s ; 500, 5s ; 1000, Ss 6d. Parcel 
of well-assorted Back Numbers, with Bold Intimation on front, 1000 for 5s 6d. Good 
for giving before Special Services. 

LOCALIZED " GOOD TIDINGS." Our New Gospel Monthly (8 pages). Well Illustrated. 
Widely circulated and constantly increasing. Local Title on Front. Used by many 
Assemblies as a Magazine of their own, with a full page of Local News for Distribution 
Try it. 100, 2s 6d; 250, 4s 6d ; 500, 8s 9d. This makes a Splendid Local Monthly. 
Samples and Rates for Quantities on application. 

For Personal and Family Use. 120 Sheets Note Paper , fine quality, with 
Address or Motto at top, 2s; with Envelopes, 3s ; Large Size, 2s 6d : with Envelopes, 
3s 6d: Correspondence Cards, with Envelopes, Printed on Top, 100, 3s ; Gilt, 3s 6d. 
Wedding Cards, Chaste Designs, printed in Silver, 26, 3s 6d ; 60, 6s ; 100, 8s. 
Folding, 25, 4s; 50, 6s. Memoral Cards, Newest Designs, Silver Edge, 25, 4s 6d ; 
50, 7s. Antique, Floral, or Black and Gold, 25, 6s; 60, 8s ; 100, 10s 6d. Visiting 
Cards, 60, Is 6d; 100, 2s 6d: Silver or Deckel-Edged, 50, 2s; 100, 3s. 

For Commercial Use. MIMOS., INVOICES, ACCOUNTS, good quality, ruled and Printed, 
250, 3s 6d; 500, 4s; 1000, 6s. Large, 250, 4s; 500, 5s. 

Special Hymn Sheets, Texts, Tracts, Booklets, Reports, and all kinds of Evangelistic, 
Personal and Commercial Printing, done neatly and promptly at moderate prices. 
Correspondence Invited— 

POSTAL ADDRESS— 

JOHN RITCHIE, Publisher, Kilmarnock. 



Sunday Softool Supplies. 
E make it our special aim to provide Scriptural and distinctly Gospel 

Requisites of all kinds for Sunday Schools, Children's Meetings, 
Bible Classes, and Services for Young Folks, and shall esteem it a pleasure 
to correspond with any of the Lord's people beginning or extending efforts 
in this department of the Lord's Service, and to send Complete Lists and 
particulars of our large stock of goods, specially prepared for (his purpose. 

Sunday School Scheme of Lessons. 3d per dozen; 2s pet-100. 
The Sunday School Hymn Book, 186 Select Hymns, id, Cloth, 2d. 
Scheme Of Lessons In BOOk Form. Memory Text. Complete 3s per lOO. 
Class Registers Entirely New Design. Paper Covers Id, Cloth 2d. 
Vest Pocket Roll Book, handy size. New Style. Cloth Id. 
Bible Picture Rolls, for Infant Classes, 2s 6d, 3s. 
Bible Pictures, Old and New Testament, 3d and 6d each. 
Large Bible Cartoons, Bold and Clear, Is 4d each, on Cloth 2s 6d 
Scripture Pictures . 4 on Roll, Coloured, (id per Roll. 
Superintendent's Registers. Two Sizes. Cloth, 6d and is. 
Bible Class Roll Book, for Names and Addresses. In Cloth, Is 6d and 2s. 
Children's Almanac and Bible Searching Text Book, 4s per 100. 
Tea Meeting Tickets. Six kinds. 6d per 100. 
Text Sheets , Select Tetxs. 50 kinds. For all ages. Id and 2d per Sheet. 
Text Packets , containing 12 to 60 Text Cards. Id each, 12 for Is. 
Memory Hymn Cards. Each Packet containing 50 Gospel Cards, 6d. 
Reward Cards, well selected Texts, Floral, 3d, 4d, 6d per Packet. 
Bible Book Marks, Selected Gospel Texts, 12 for id. 
HymnPlaeardS, Large Type, for fixing on Wall, 4 Hymns, 3d each. 
Bible Search ing Packets , 12 Packets, 3d per Packet, 2s 6(1 per dozen. 
School Bibles, Strongly Bound, lOd, Is, Is 3d. Reference, 2s, 2s 6d, 3s. 
School Testaments , 4d, 5d, 6d ; Large 9d, la. Revised 6d, 9d, Is. 
Presentat ion Bibles, Splendid Variety, to suit all, 2s 6d to 20s. 
Young Folk's Hymn Sheets, L, II., ill., 8d per 100. 
I l lustrated Stories for the Young, 20 kinds, all pure Gospel, Is per doz. 
Illustrated Leaflets for Boys and Girls. Assorted Packets of 50,6d. 
Booklets for Children, True Stories, 6d per Packet, 3s 6d per 100. 
Reward Books, in Great Variety, 3d, 4d, 6d, 9d, Is. List Free. 
Library Volumes. Sunday School Libraries supplied at Special Rates. 
Gospel Recitat ions, for Children to Learn and Repeat, Is per 100. 
Bible Stories in Verse, Do., do., lsperioo. OUR FOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL MAGAZINES. 
The Y o u n g W a t c h m a n , for Sunday Scholars, of all ages, 6d per doz. 
Our Little Ones' Treasury, for Junior Classes, Monthly, 6d per dozen. 
Good Tidings. A New Gospel Monthly, for Old and Young, 2s per 100. 
Sunday School Worker's Magazine, with Notes on Lessons, 6d per doz. 

All Published Monthly. Post free to any address. 

New List of Books, Rewards, and School Supplies, free from 

JOHN RITCHIE, 
, „ „ „ r Ar,,^TT1V(r A V r „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ p -[fTX/M ATI NOCK. 
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dZoofis for cfielicvers. 
W ALL SIXPENCE EACH, POST FREE TO ANY ADDRESS. 

Songs of Faith, Hope, and Love.—By the late John Didne, ot 
I rv ine . These precious Poems and H y m n s , so full of deep sp i r i tua l 
t eaching , have long been used as " Leaflets for L e t t e r s . " They are now 
collected, and publ ished in a nea t volume. 

S w e e t S p i e e s . —Rich and Refreshing Pape r s by J . Denham Smi th , 
J. G. Bel le t , A n d r e w Miller, W . P . Mackay, &c. 

G r a p e s Of EsehOl .— W e i g h t y W o r d s by d e p a r t e d servants of C h r i s t -
H e n r y Groves, S. A Blackwood, Samuel Ru the r fo rd , J o h n Dickie, &c. 
" S w e e t and r e f re sh ing : full of Chr i s t . " Make nice gifts to believers, 
especially to those in trial . 

T h e Cal l a n d P o r t i o n Of t h e B r i d e . —Addresses by J o h n R i t ch ie 
on " Brides of the Bib le . " Eve , Rebekah , R u t h , &c. 

G l ' a e e a n d G l o r y . — B y J . Denhan Smi th , B r . W . P . Mackay , of Hu l l , 
(Au thor of " Grace and T r u t h " ) and Wi l l i am Reid , M.A. A Grand Book 
for Young Believers. 

Counsel and Cheer for Young- Believers.—By John Ritchie. 
Prac t ica l P a p e r s on Daily Life and W a l k . Large ly used for Dis t r ibu t ion 
among Young Conver ts . 

Helps and Hindrances to Young Believers.—By John Ritchie. 
A Companion to " Counsel and Cheer ." 

The Christian says—" Two little books of sterling merit." 
The Eleventh Hour says—"Keally excellent. We venture to say, that they are not 

only published ostensibly for Youn^r Christians, but what is of greater importance, they 
are so written and printed that Younjr believers wiil read them." 

" A CiiRiSTJdX WOKKKR " writes—" Send me 500 Copies of them. I wish to give a copy 
to each member of our Y.W.C.A." 

B o n d a g e t o R e s t . — B y T. Shu ldham H e n r y . Shewing the p a t h of 
the believer from t h e Cross to the Glory. 

T h e P e r f e c t i o n s Of S c r i p t u r e . — B y Thomas Newber ry . A Series 
of Pape r s on the Insp i ra t ion , P u r i t y , and Perfee tness of the W o r d of God. 
Of grea t value a t t h e presen t t ime. 

The Sunday School: Its Work and Workers.—A series of 
Sugges t ive and Prac t ica l P a p e r s on t h e Lord ' s W o r k among Young Fo lks . 

"A S.S. TEACHKR" writes: " It should be in the hands of every Sunday School Teacher, 
and every young Christian who may become one." 

T h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s : Thei r E x t e r n a l Fo rm, Charac te r and Con ten t s . 
By Wal t e r Scot t . A Valuab le Book for these days , exal t ing t h e W o r d of 
God, and giving a brief Out l ine of i ts con ten t s . 

P r i m i t i v e C h r i s t i a n i t y — B y C. E. S tua r t . Contents : The Effect of 
t h e VVord of God, The Work of tire Evange l i s t , The Teacher , Service of 
W o m e n , &c. 

T h e F e a s t s Of J e h o v a h . ' Foreshadowings of Presen t Grace and F u t u r e 
Glory , w i th a Coloured I l lus t r a t ed C h a r t . — B y J o h n Ri t ch ie . 

S K S = Sixpence Each. Any Six Books Post Free to vow- = 5 3 5 
^ ^ Address for 2s 6d. ^ ^ 

S3" Complete List of Presentation Volumes, Expositional Works, and Helps to Bible 
Students. Post Free from 

JOHN RITCHIE, PUBLISHER, KILMARNOCK. 



cZfeso and tftecent *3$oohs 
BY W. T. P. WOLSTON, OF EDINBURGH. 

Just Published. Cloth Boards, S52 Pages. 2s 6d, Post Free. 

NIGHT SCENES OF SCRIPTURE. 
Seventeen striking Bible Night Scenes, illustrating and elucidating varioui 

aspects of the Gospel. 
A Book to give peace to the Anxious, and to arouse the Careless. 

CONTENTS.—A Night in Bethlehem—Another Night in Bethlehem—A Night of Flight—A 
Night on a Mount—A Night of Sorrow—A Night in Darkness—A Night in Egypt—A Night 
in the Sea—A Night in a Camp—A Night among the Stars—A Night in Sodom—A Niffht 
of Wrestling—A Night in a Palace—A Night among Lions—A Night in a Counting-House 
—A Night in Prison—A Night without a Morning. 

SIMON PETER: His Life and Letters. 
Being the Life Story of the Apostle of the Circumcision, with an 

Exposition of his Two Epistles, in Twenty-Seven Chapters. Cloth Boards, 
2s 6d. Cloth Boards, Thin Edition, 2s, 1'ost Free. 

"ANOTHER COMFORTER." 

Thirteen Lectures on the Operations of the Holy Ghost. SSO Pages. 
Cloth Boards, 2s 6d. Cloth Limp, Is 6d, Post Free. 

BEHOLD THE BRIDEGROOM. 
Ten Lectures on the Second Coming and Kingdom of the Lord Jesu». 

240 Pages. Cloth Hoards, 2s. Cloth Limp, Is 6d. Paper Covers, Is. 
Post Free. 

YOUNG MEN OF SCRIPTURE. 
Nine Stirring Addresses. Especially for Young Men. 170 Paget. 

Crown 8vo. Cloth Boards, 2s. Paper Covers, Is, Post Free. 

T E N G O S P E L B O O K S . 
BY W. T. P. WOLSTON, M.D., &c. 

Full of Stirring Gospel Incidents, Records of Conversion, and papers for 
the Anxious. Very suitable ai gifts to the unconverted. Uniform in Size. 

Bound in Cloth Boards, Is. each. 
Crumbs for the Hungry. | Auld John. 
Best for the Weary. | Light at Eventid*. 
Streams from the Fountain. 1 Snow Water. 
Keoords of Grace. The Call of the Bride. 
A Student Story. j God Cares. 

One Shilling Each, Post Free to any Address in the World. 

Four Assorted Packets of Smaller Booklets, 6d- each. 
Orders with Remittances, to be Sent Direct to 

JOHN RITCHIE, PUBLISHER, KILMARNOCK. 


