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~ Any person that reads the Bibvle at all carefully can at once
notice that there is a great changs when jyou come to chapter six.
In the first chapters you have unfolded in a marvellous manner, the
Grace of God. The next subject that is taken up in chapters six,
saven and eight {these three, they go together) is really what we
night call, the "aquipment" of every individual christian, so that
he can be for God upon earth. 4 person that is brought to believe
in the gospel, he is not only - through grace - ocoupied with the
prospect in front of him, but he has received present equivment so
that he can live in this world for ths Lord. Now of course, I
have at once to own thai, alas!, if we teke the oondnct, the lives
of christians - well - there is everything to humble ns. 32ut we
can never go by that which we see; and no matter what we see, it
does not alter the truth of God as it is unfolded in His word. 1
night perbaps state that the condition of things is largely browght
about because this part of the epistle to the Romams is not under-
stood. You might say:~ ™iell, you say it is not understood'.
tell, I have travelled a little about the world and I have came
into contact with what you mignht call every kind of christian and
know something of different christians; amd the same thing is true.
7he sixth, eaventh and eighth chapters of Lkomsns are a puagls to
mogte I remember once returning from :;merica and I was in Stafforde
shire and I startsd to give soms addresseas on the Ipistle to the
RBomans. I went through-to the llth. verse of the £ifth chapiser.
I then amaocunced that the next time I would teke the second half of
the £ifth chapter. I noticed a little amile amongst some and so
1 agked a person afterwards:;~ "what were you smiling at"? ‘'Secans?
you announced tlat you were going to give an address on the second
half of the 5th. of Romans". ™ilell", I said,"why smile"? *lell,
you don't know, but we have had three different ones give addresses
on the 6th. of Romans, and each one went from the llth. verse of ths
fifth chapter of Romans to the eighth chapter'. why? - juat becanse
this portion is so little understood. 4nd, you kivw, I may say the
quarrelling over it amongst christians has been gomething shameful.
I don't nmean partiocular ones; it is very easy %o quarrel if there
is not grace. Of course, nothing of the kind should be seen amongst
God's people. ‘ell, dear friends, I will try to tell you something
g0 that it will illustrate this part of the epistle to the Romans.
There was & men over in America, he was a noted gaol-bird, snd he
was serving & temm of imprisonment for twenty years. 4nd while he
wae in gaol - just simply to pass the time - he started to read the
3ivle. (Through the mercy of God, there was a Bible in the cel:i) e
read the Bible and God applied the word to him. He wae drought to
believe on the Lord Jesus and he sought grace in that prison to live
t0 the Lord Jesus. .4nd he behaved himself so well that the time
came that he was allowed to go out ae a tiocket-of-leave man. ‘\hen
he knew he vas to go out, he went #own on his knees and vowsd and
promised y;¢ Lord Jesus he would live to Him
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He thought he was a new crecation and because he was a new creation
he was goingt o live for Christ. And out of gaol he went. Vell

of course, he had nothing to do - novhere to go ~ no sheliter for his
head; and so. first of all he wes puzzled as to what to do. Then
he thought "I will make enquiry for a christian"; and he made enqui-
rigs, and he was directed to a cnristian maan. He told his tale to
this christian man who said:- "I am very glad to hear it - very
pleased - and I hope you will be greatly blessed". "ell, I want
jou to give me work". Oh! give you worki I would lose 2ll my
business if I employed you". He went away discouraged. Do you ever
set discouraged?. twell, the Devil is not far avay from you when you
get discouraged. The moment you get discouraged, Satan will be at
rour elbow. There is no one he likes better than a discourazcd
christian? Thig man went out into the strcet, and there he met one
of his old pals. He said:;- "Come with me; 1 will give you = dinner".
And then it meani something ito arink. 4And pui, dear frieads, iv a
few wordsy, he was arrestzd again for bLeing drunk and disorderly.

You may say "the man was not converted". O, yes he was - but he had
not learned the secret of living for Christ. You may say:~ "I would
not do such a thing". Okl woulan't you?  You will never do for God
until you have been taken up out of the guhter, You. heve done ten
times worse! ©wo ox three days he had in gaocl, and again he vowed

earnestly '"nc, he would never souch it again®. “tThis time it would be
all right" Ee went again to another chrisiian. The same result;
and the same thing happened again. That does he do this time?

'iLord!, I shall go =straight out and get drunk if you don't keep mev.
Y ig no good Ffor me to tell You I will live for You - because I
shall not'. "Iord, You must keep and support ma; if not, Lord, I

shall do zs Befove" He went out and enquired {and this shews hov

vond rfully God vorks] again he asks for & christiam. He went to

this chrictian and told him his story, and the christian leooked at

hims- "Just come with me. Now look!, you will have to stand here”

"and a8 the gold comes 1n you will have to count it and enter it"

in this book and put it in the safe there”. The man looked at him -
"are you going to trust me with all that gold"p "vell, if you are
converted I can trust you; if mct, you are no zood to me"  The man

began his work of counting the gold. ALhl dear friends, vhy didn't

%he marn get the job before? He hed a lesson to leerm. Cod was

teaching him a lesson - just the seme as Job had to learn it. This

time He used urconverted "chrigstians” vho ought to be ashamed of
themselves. ‘tell this men became one of the greatest blessings in
America. And shall I tell you why?  Xe shewad that Chrisi was &
present Saviour; that was the secret. He is not a Saviour that saves
you from hell in the future, bubt One that saves WOW - right on ile spot -
and that is vhat that man shewed. That is the subject of thess
chapters. They shew how the Lord sets & verson up in present

salvation so that he can live in this present scene for Christ.
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Now look, dear friends, if you notice there is a great change in

this way. 1t is:- you are dead with Curists that is the difference.

Yor see, right up tc the end of chapteyr five, it ie "Christ has died*.
Christ died for us. ™Now how shell we who are dead to sin live any
longer therein™? Now it is UL thet are deed. Now the first thing is:-
‘what is the christian dead to™? Mhe firsd thing that is talen up is
“sin"s the second thing is “law", and they hring us to the end of
chanter seven. How sin is o bad thing and law iz a gooa thing. The
chrigtian is dead %o toth. ITf lew is snch & good thing, and sin is

such a bad thing. which is vhieh? ow we must look and see hov that
works out. lLow the question is raised in tne first verse:- "“lList shall
we s&y then? Shall we" {christiens) "continune in gin that ges race may
abound"?  How you see that has besen unfelded in the 5th. chapter.

he more sin abownded, the mors grace aboundsd. &nd consequently people
have said:~ "Oh, that means people oan go on living how they like'.

That is just what they said about Panl. And do you know Paul 's answer?
He said:- ™fhelr dammation war just" for zaying so. Paul 4deé Gid
nwothing of the kiwvnd. XNow this guesticn is gone iato a littlc furtier
and it is raised - “should %he christiun continue in sin tha’ grace nay
apound"y “God forbid"! That would never do! "Eow shall we” {literally)
Ywho have ded to sin live any longer therein"? Xow the caristian is

dead to sin in this epistle. &Are you dead to sin? "No, I am notv.
Then which is right? ~ you, or the 2ible? If you are not dead to sinm,

has God made a misteke?  Y“Oh" you say, "I am not dead" that does

this aay then? How am I deamd to siny let us answer the question.

Are you comnected vith Christ? Is there a link between Christ and you?p
Yes! Is Christ dead to sinT Yes! Then you arg!  You are dead beceuse
your Represenistive #& is. You are not dead in yourself. I have
heard this talk from this parficenlar chaptex. I remember some foolish
nan saying to an unconverted man:- Oh, I an dead"?! The man looked at
hins~ "you are not dead®. You would be foclish to tell any person

you were. T will tel) you whets~ Christ hes died, and becanse fe has
died, you RICYON that you ave dead. now do you see the ddfference?

You "reckon" ithat you are deed beccust He has dled. Vhat is Christ's
nosition vith resurd to 8in? Cn the Uross He had to say o sim. Has
Te anything more to spy to 3t? Nof No is dend ta@ it eatirely; ead so
the christian is. Uvhat hinders sovls is "sclf-occunation®, then ve

read our Bibles and measure 4t by ovrselves. You will never understand
the =ible witil you read it with Christ before you - instead of yoursslf,
Christ is dead; and becouse e is dead, we are dead with liim

.
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Wow let us notice, dear friends, the plainness of the vord. “How shall
we who are dead to sin live any longer therein". vhy! to say tiat I

can live in sin that srace may abound is to deny the whole of Christ-
janity. How do you and I eome into blessing? Cnly through - the death
of Christ. Yow thenr can I say I can live ia sin? I admit I do sin, but
to say that'l can live in sin so thet grace msy abound! would Ge the
worgt kind of wickedness that could be. Let nus look & littie furtier.
The seripbture never tells us that & peérgon could die to sin, but it telds
hinm it is dead t0 ef® hin because Christ i dead to it. Shrist's
position edecmettler his position. If you follow these few words,
Christ's position settles my vosition. Has Christ died %o sin? Then
my pogition is with Christ ud there in the presence of God. e is ny
Xepresentative up thers. Christ ig going to come aguin and vhen iHe
comgs, my posidtion will be with Him,. wrist has settled the whole
question drme. "Hovw shail we that are dead %o sin live any longer
therein™? Now youw see, having nade & stetement, he now refers o
bapilem. *Whaet is the meaning of your baptism"? Uere you taptised %o
8 life upon sarth? ot “Ae mary cf us as were baptised into Jaesus
Christ were bapiised into His decath" Tuptised $0 the Lord Jesus

Christ in Glory? Ho; you arc baptised into His death. ‘“fherefore

v@ are buried with Him by btaptism into death®™. "Zeptism into death"
Jugt nodice how this is put.e Le exre "ouried to death"? 1t (oss noi
sny agbhing about i%; and therefove "buried” schould no% be thers.
TrialT - you are buried becarse you Al deaf. ie; "bantised” indo
Jesus Chrigt ~ and Thrigt has ded. tell, ny dear rriends, reaily -
neople say the wmost foolish things -~ in connection with Living things -
that is possible. ijo, thexre is no reasoning. I have heard men reasons-
"] mast reckon nyself dead" -~ just as if a dead nan can veckonl

"hy! if he is a dead man, he Goes not “reckon" himseli dead; and if
christigns were sctuaily dead, well, tney would not have to “reci:on” so.
Yhey are dead in their Gepresentative and they should "reckon™ they are
dead M- reciton ye also yourselves to be deud indeed unto sin but alive
unto God" in Christ Jezus. Jow just notice thisg beforc we pass on.

in Yaptism, the force is - every pe¥son is buried to Christts death

and are to have a part with a living Christ upon the earth. "Therefore
we are buried with Kim by baptism into death that, lie as Christ was
raised up from ithe .dead by tie Glory of the Fath@r, even so, we also
should walk in newncse of lifed  ‘here should be & new kind of life,
hy? 3ecawse, throwgh Divine grace, he is lirked with Christ " ho hus
died to ein &nd lives again. Vfor if we have been planted Go:ather” -
{what is "planted": ~ growm up - like Iwo young saplings, thoy .wov up
Sogether; that is the force of the word}. iow the carlsii-n is Yplanted,
vjdentified"” with Christ - identified in reality in death ou the Gross
and in the waters of baptism. If he is "planted'" or “growi. up togethern
well then, he wlll be Vin the likeness of lils resurrection™. You are
not in tle likeness of His resurrection tonight. But vhat is poing to
take place? - we kmow not how soon. If Christ was to shout tonight,
how many ciaristians vould there de in the grave? IO They would
all Ye out "in tle likeness of His resurrection™ - "in the likenessg of
His resurrection”.
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How next is krowing there is s something that christians omught to
imow, and somcthing they cen know: and they know it, not from
their experience. Oh no, cear friends, how do they imow it?

From God's word:~ “Xnowing this, that our old man is crucified

wvith Him -"  "Cur old man" is a bad man that you carry about in your
breast. ‘fhere is & man that you carry abont with you and he is a
bad lot. He is thoroughly bad, camot do anything that is ;ood;

can only do what is bad, and he is in you and in me. He i8 in
every chrictddn, and so he is called the "old nan", because God has
brought in the '"new man": and the "old man" has got his place in
every christian. 3Bub what does the christian kmowy He xnows

that it is terminated in the death of Christ. He knows he has
seen crucified - the "old mun" has besn crucified; taat is, tae
old man" in me hsas been crucified on the {ross. He was crucified
there ~ for what purpose? So that we should no longer serve 2in

ag & naster - 1o longer serve and obey that terrible macter - dut
tuat his power may be Dbrokean. It is rather a difficult verse, so

I will go over it again. Caristians, they KOV that their “old
man' ig in them, Jut tant "old mun” has vteen crucified -~ ov
termminated ~ with Cihrist. Uhy did "cruciiy" or "temainate® tuat
kind of man?  So that the christian should no longar serve sin -
0 thet sin should be desiroyed. If you notice, it says heve,

“the body of sin, that is:- 9in, in all its completenesa. Tvd

had the "old man'" cravified witn Christ on the Cross so hat

evary bit of sin in ivs Todality - in 1ts completeness -~ should be
destroyed and Giat we should no loager be under its power. You
lmow, dear iriends, what self is. Self, you know, is the proverty
of the mind aad he is to0 serve that master. Supposing selfl diess
well, he passes from unaer that nmaster. Mat is righi; death is
tlie only way by which e can pass ~ uuless he can be purciiased

aad set fres, redeemed.. iiell, dear friends, at the Cross Gow had
the "old man®” erucified a% v th Christ so that sin in its conmprlete~
1389 should be destroyed so that the chrigtian should v= o louger
niader that tyrant of a master., That vwas God's divine intention.
"Yor lig that is dead is Justified -" free from -~ “every sir-e.

the idea of it is reaxlly this. You cannot comnect sin with a deed
men. There is only one way %o escape f{rom sin, and tist is by
death and the ome tiusi is dead has passed Lrom undasr tne domain of
sine. OSupposing thuere is a man and he is 8 murdexswas: und
marderer, und that man is hangad on the gallows; whet could yow Jog
gould you S0 up wid charge taat men with sin?  Tou could woed
charge him with sin, Glere iy no novenent in that man. He was a
murderes when he vas alive, but you cannod charge that nan witi gin,
You could . saf thet the man is guildy, but kuks that is not what this
verse speaks of. I does n0% speak of the gulill of a person but sin
the great principul vhich rudes ovar avary S.ndivi_.dual. Tie christian
has got the privilegs of “reckoning" hinself dmee desd, and tuad is
the only way Uy which Ik cun escape ITON it.
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How if ve are dead with Christ, well, ve shall also live with Fim -
no question about i, "If we are" -well - "we shall be" "But",
you say, "supposing we are not"ty ihl there is no christian but
what 1s. '":mowing" (I well remewber what a wonderful comfort this
varse was t0 me many years ago: carefully notice that verse} -
""mowing"~ Ve had “knowing our old man was crucified"; now we have
another:~ "Inowing that Chriat being raised from the dead dieth no
more', Chrisd dies 'no morg". "death hath no more dominion over Eim®.
Can death affect that Slessed Ons? ieverl It has "no more dominion
over Him" “For in that He liveth, He liveth unts God™ Look at
Christl, dear friends; He lives in the Glory of God.

¥ou thls next verse I am going tc leave with you &1d ask yoa
50 read it for yourselves. “Likewise" (notice that RExlikewise")
"Likewlse reckon $+7 {now mark, it does not say 'believe”, it is)
treckon', There is a great deal of differsunce between reckon"
and “beliave. Row many chairs in this room? You ‘“'reckon” how
many. How raany 18 twice two? Fours you "reckon" it. “Likewise
reckon ye algo yourselves o be dead indeed untc sin dut alive
unto God¥ ian Chris%t Jesas. Now veraaps I ought %o say just a
little in comnnection vith this passage. I want yow to bear this
in mind i7 you are going to understand it ai haome. The nreposition
transluted "into" is the ssme as the preposition translated “unto'
So yow can read it "wvato" or "into". The force of it is gquite
sinple. Some learned men would $ell ws it means "into"s others
would say:- “lo it must be ‘unto® "o Learned men always contradict
one anotheyr ~ that is how it i3 with leawnad men. How it is sinple
for simple persons. Let ns velurn to the pascage and see vhat the
meaning is. "is many &s were baptised Uil iloses: UNIC lioses™ =
Viell, my dear friends, "into jlvses" the thing io & pussle. Xsraie
Isragl could not be bapiised “into":; it is rigntly translated
manto”. "How just the same as you are baptissd UITO [loses, we are
baptised ULTD Christh. The preposition ie very sinple. You may
not alweys reach the point, but that is the point here - you are
bentised UUTO Christ. Dvery person that is ever baptised is
beptised UNTO Chrédt, U - UHW0 Him: that is the meaning of
baptisa + "UHTOY.  Then in reading remember that is the vams
prepesition, and. then, Gear friends, some of ths expressions will
be & great deal clsarex o you "“UNTO Christ" -'UuS0 death" - G0
1joses”. One little word more about this "reckoning®. You see, you
pelieve God at the end of chapter four. I wonder if tiere is a
person here that does mot belleve God. Is there one here tlat does
}mt relieve God? Do you believe wod, dear friend? Do you believe
God has delivered His Son for your offences and raisec Ilim again for
youx justification? Do you believe it? - do you believe God?
Ah well, that is vhere balieving comes in. 1f 1% is & quesilon of
believing it is believing something avout Christ and mot abont
myself. Cod never calls on me to belisve something about nyself -
put that I am a bad lot and nothing else. Lverything else e ure
called upon to believe is Christ and about Christ. Can I believe
God. whan He says that Christ was “"delivered for" my "oftences"] -
mgnd reised again for ny Jjustification"? I have to “reckon" that I
em "dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus". Iiow, dear
frédends, that vorke out in a very simplg way .
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Yow vhy is it that a person is ouvside the huadred-and-one things
that are taking place aroundy If you know the powser of that, it
is becanse Christ has died. Christ hus died, then I have no placs
either, That is "reckoning". %t is - as it vere - a gaide for
your life. Tiell, youw may go tomoriow night to the theatre. Is it
sach an awful wicked place to go in? I nave never bteen in oneg
but that is not the reason uwhy I don't go. I can tell you vhy I
don't go. Christ hey died 3 and Christ having died, I have no
place there. 1t does not matter vhether it is vhat peopsle cell
"sood" or nod. I higve no place Sherey I beliewe in the One that
hag died out of it. I have no place in i% because Ee has died
out of it. I have a place up yordar - aand that is vhere I un going.
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