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OLD TESTAMENT STUDIES. 
ENOCH. 

It may be of interest to consider the conditions under 
which Enoch walked with God. His day was one of 
measureless wickedness. The earth was filled with 
violence and lawlessness. So much so that in his great-
grand-son's time., God had to blot out the world by a flood of 
water and only eight people were saved in the Ark (a type of 
Christ). In short, Enoch's day was not unlike our own. 
Murder was not a capital offence. It was not until God 
established a covenant with Noah on the cleansed earth that 
man's blood was to be required by man of the murderer. 
Whenever murder goes unchallenged and man fails in 
government God's government comes into evidence in a 
marked way. For a number of years before the Great War, 
civilization was becoming squeamish on the question of 
execution. France had abolished the capital sentence, even 
as she disclaimed belief in the existence of God. Murder, 
however, became so frequent that the guillotine had to be 
re-instated. Belgium failed to bring to book the authors of 
the Congo atrocities. Swift judgment fell on Belgium and 
France. That has been confirmed in the disasters of 1940. 

It was then no Paradise in which Enoch obtained the 
witness that he was well-pleasing to God. Moreover, he 
did not drift with the current of the times. The Apostle 
Jude tells us that he warned his contemporaries that law
lessness was not always to go unpunished, that the Lord was 
coming with myriads of His saints to execute judgment on 
the ungodly. Evidently, then, this simple Mesopotamian 
pastoralist was no hermit. He faithfully discharged his 
responsibility in the scene with which he had no fellowship. 
As in the case of Elijah, his acquaintances did not believe 
that he had ascended to heaven, and they sought for him in 
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vain. The Epistle to the Hebrews tells us that he was not 
found, and this may well imply that a search had been made. 

Unlike Elijah, however, no details are given of the 
translation of Enoch. We may think of Enoch as typifying 
the man in Christ, and it would have been inconsistent with 
this character to enter into details about his translation. 
The Apostle Paul speaks of a man in Christ being caught up 
into the third heaven. He could not say whether he was in 
or out of the body. Indeed, such a qualification was of no 
consequence. Paul was not dealing with the responsible life 
on earth which relates to the body, but to the new life in 
Christ Jesus, and hence being in the body or out of the body 
was immaterial to the man in Christ. It is therefore only in 
the Christ-life we can walk with God. The flesh-life, even 
apart from sin, is hopelessly lame in that walk. Though 
there was a physical discontinuity involved in Enoch's 
translation, there was no moral break. He continued to 
walk with God. 

Dispensationally then, Enoch gives us a type of the man 
in Christ. In this era of God's super-abounding grace the 
Christian calling is heavenly. He is called to walk with 
God. The precise statement in Genesis is significant. 
" Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah, 300 
years." The coming of the first born does not often 
conduce to increased godliness in the lives of the parents. 
They are apt to be absorbed by worldly aims and interests. 
The New Testament teaching is beautifully summed up in 
that sentence in the Epistle to the Philippians, " Our 
conversation is in heaven." The word politeuma, translated 
" conversation,55 literally means politics or citizenship. 
Our political interest, the engrossing theme of our life, is 
there, so our translators very aptly rendered the word 
" conversation,55 because it is a man's politics, local or 
national, which absorb the major part of his conversation. 
A man's heart is where his treasure is. 

Perhaps the most striking feature of Enoch's history is its 
brevity. It is summed up in that brief statement, " He 
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walked with God, and he was not." That should not 
surprise anyone, for the man in Christ has his place and 
portion in the heavenlies, and the Christian who walks in 
the power of heavenly things will not be making history 
according to the standards of this world. Though one of 
those of whom the world is not worthy, he will be accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter—in fact, as one who is crucified 
as far as the world is concerned—but he, in the reckoning of 
faith, will account the world to be that in the power of the 
cross, and so be an overcomer while he is in it, walking with 
God, and soon not to be found, for he will be taken to his 
own country at the hour of translation. Blessed hope! 
Till that hour comes, we are called to w7alk the path of 
individual separation so admirably set forth in the case of 
Enoch, and to exhibit not the pride of life but the mind of 
Christ, both in the assembly and in the world through which 
we are passing as pilgrims and strangers. 

A PREACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ENSNARED. 
" And Noah began to be an husbandman and he planted a 

vineyard and he drank of the wine and was drunken." 
(Gen. 9,20,21). 

In the whole Word of God there is no more solemn lesson 
for the Christian than this terse statement about Noah. 
Noah was one of the most highly favoured men whose deeds 
are recorded in Scripture. Evidence of this is afforded in 
the following passages. 

(1) He was the tenth in the chain of worthies descended 
from Adam. Of these he alone was the special subject of 
prophecy at his birth, " This shall comfort us concerning 
our work and toil of our hands because of the ground which 
the Lord hath cursed.5' (Gen. 5, 29). 

(2) He found grace in the eyes of the Lord. (Gen. 6, 8). 
(3) He was an obedient servant, he did according to all 

that the Lord commanded him. (Gen. 7, 5). 
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(4) Of that generation he alone was found righteous 
before the Lord. (Gen. 7, i) . 

(5) As a coppingstone to his blessings he and his house 
were invited into the ark. There he spent over a year in 
communion with God, undistracted by the allurements of 
earth. As the window of the ark was in the top, his outlook 
was heavenwards. 

Notwithstanding all this high favour and special exper
ience, as soon as Noah was left to the devices of his own will, 
under the influence of Satan he became a slave to lust. 
Noah followed in the way of Cain and turned his attention 
to the ground. As a consequence grievous failure ensued, 
and so it is in Christian experience. As soon as we follow 
Cain's way and become occupied with the earth, Satan 
traps us in one of his snares. Although Noah lived 350 
years after he began to be an husbandman, his name is never 
mentioned again. He was alive throughout the whole of 
that Godless period which culminated in the erection of the 
Tower of Babel, yet his presence had no restraining in
fluence on his descendants. They quickly caused the 
cleansed earth to exhibit the features which had played such 
a prominent part in Cain's world, and there is no record of 
his remonstrance. Men did not take knowledge of him 
that he had been with the Lord. Satan had gained the 
victory over " the preacher of righteousness." With what 
living power this episode comes home to every Christian, the 
oldest as well as the youngest. We do well to be watchful. 
" Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." 
(1 Cor. 10, 12). Spiritual progress is no occasion for self-
glorification ; but that God should be glorified for His 
matchless grace and mercy. A Christian who has been 
forty years with the highest privileges and under the most 
favourable conditions for expansion of soul Godward is not 
immune from failure and is liable to fall into the snares of 
the enemy, even as righteous Noah did after 600 years 
with God. 

Christian experience is apt to become stereotyped and 
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materialised. We are very liable to become worshippers of 
ideals and to live in a fairy land of our own creation. But 
if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, (i John i, 8). 
In his Epistle the Apostle John portrays three stages of soul 
progress, (i John 2, 13). The mark of the young men 
was that they had overcome the wicked one. It is, however, 
important to see that it is he that is begotten of God that 
keepeth himself and that the wicked one does not touch. 
(1 John 5, 18). It is that which is born of God which does 
not sin and which overcomes the world and the wicked one. 
Every Christian still carries that which is born of the will of 
man and of the flesh. That is, no matter under what refined 
conditions flesh may have been cultured, its original char
acteristics are still exhibited. There is and ever will be 
throughout life, so much in our flesh which answers to our 
surroundings that what is born of God is apt to be domin
ated by what is born of the flesh. Of all the assemblies to 
which the Apostle Paul addressed epistles, the Ephesians 
had made the greatest spiritual progress, yet he repeatedly 
admonished them to avoid the lusts of the flesh. "Be ye 
not drunk with wine, but be filled with the spirit.55 (Eph. 
5, 18). " Let no man deceive you with vain words because 
of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children 
of disobedience." (Eph. 5, 6). Wherefore the watch
word to everyone is " Ponder the path of thy feet.55 (Prov. 
4, 26). 

O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be. 

Let that grace, Lord;, like a fetter 
Bind my wandering heart to thee. 

FOOTPRINTS IN THE WILDERNESS. 
There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the 

vulture's eye hath not seen." (Job 28, 7). The path 
which the sharpest natural perception, as symbolized by 
the vulture's eye, has not perceived must be a remarkable 
path. Such was the Lord's path here. 
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" There is buc that one in the waste> 
Which His footsteps have marked as His own.5' 

That one path was a lonely one for the Lord while He was 
on earth. Foxes had holes, and birds had nests, but He 
had no pillow. But the lowly path of shame as a stranger 
and foreigner led upwards to His Father—the source of that 
river, the streams whereof make glad the City of God. 
Even as there is now one place for us in Heaven where He 
sits on His throne, there is in this benighted earth but one 
place for us, and that is in the path where His footprints are 
left. 

The apostle Paul could say, " I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus . . . reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.35 (Phil. 3, 12-14). Ittai 
the Gittite answered King David, " In what place my lord 
the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also 
will thy servant be.55 (2 Sam. 15, 21). If we know the 
rest in Heaven in which our Lord dwells then we rejoice in 
tracing out His footprints here. 

" The pillar of the cloud went from before their face and 
stood behind them: and it came between the camp of the 
Egyptians and the camp of Israel, and it was a cloud and 
darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that 
the one came not near the other all night." (Exod. 14, 19, 
20). The cloud in this connection may be taken as sym
bolizing the death of Christ, which comes in as a mighty 
barrier between the world and us. The marked-out path 
is on the resurrection side of the death of Christ. Hence. 
the sharpest intellect cannot apprehend it. The Egyptians 
could not see through to the Israelites because of the cloud 
which was darkness to them, but the cloud was light to the 
Israelites. " The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God . . . they are spiritually discerned." 
(1 Cor. 2, 14). 
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THE HIDDEN MANNA AND THE NEW NAME. 
" To Him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 

hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he 
that receiveth it." (Rev. 2, 17). When the Israelites 
first saw God's provision for them on the top of the dew of 
the morning they said to each other "Manna" (or Manhu), 
that is, What is it? for they wist not what it was. (Ex. 16, 
15). How this illustrates strikingly man's attitude towards 
Christ, the true bread of God which came down from 
Heaven. His life history was punctuated by incessant 
query: Who is this? The scribes and Pharisees began to 
reason, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? (Luke 
5, 12). Those who sat at meat with Him in Simon's house 
said within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins? 
(Luke 8, 49). Herod was perplexed and said, Who is this 
of whom I hear such things? (Luke 9, 9). When Jesus 
made his final entry into Jerusalem, all the City was moved, 
saying. Who is this? This attitude bears out that He came 
unto His own ard they did not receive Him and that the 
world knew Him not. The darkness had no comprehen 
sion of the light! 

The manna was a small round thing, comparable with the 
minute particles of hoar frost. (Ei. 16, 14). Its in
significance was calculated to arouse the contempt born of 
the natural pride in the mind of man. Even so, Christ. 
becoming small, making Himself of no reputation and as-
assuming servant's form (Phil. 2, 7) did not come up to 
man's expectations of the Messiah. Men love display and 
great things. Naaman, the leper, thought that Elisha 
should have done some great thing towards his recovery. 
(II. Kings 5, 11). That is, however, not God's way. In 
this present time, He works not by exhibition and external 
display but by the revelation of hidden wisdom. Into that 
small manna God compressed the significance of something 
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incomparably great. The Lord Jesus as the Bread of Life, 
veiled His glory, came down from heaven into this wilder
ness world, gave His flesh for the life of the world, (John 6 
51), ascended to the right hand of God where He is now hid 
in the heavens, the true embodiment of that omer of in
corruptible manna which was put in the Ark of the Coven
ant in the most Holy place, (Ex. 16, 32). 

The heavens—which now conceal Him 
In counsels deep and wise— 

In Glory shall reveal Him 
To our rejoicing eyes. 

The portion of the overcomer is then to feed on Christ, 
the hidden manna. " Whom having not seen, ye love." 
(I. Pet. i, 8). The white stone doubtless has its analogy 
in the Jewish tradition that the Urim and Thummim (Ex. 
28, 30) symbolical of the revelation and perfection of the 
Lord enclosed a stone of dazzling whiteness and purity and 
on this was written the new meffable name of Jehovah. A 
new name always involves a new revelation of God—a 
further disclosure of His hidden wisdom. Abram, Jacob 
and Saul of Tarsus in receiving new names also received 
marvellous communications from the Lord. The book of 
Revelation is singularly associated with the declaration, 
" I, Jesus." 800 years ago, in the midst of darkest Roman
ism, Bernard in bis monastery at Clairvaux had tarted of the 
hidden manna and had experience of the sweetness of th^ 
disclosure^, incident on the possession of the New Name 
when he penned the line*. 

The love of Jesus what it is 
None but His loved ones know. 

That happy monk knew the secret of the Lord. The 
secret of the Lord is with tho?e who fear Him. (Ps. 25, 
14). When Joseph made himself known to his brethren, 
he caused the Egyptians to go out from Him. (Gen. 14,1). 
They could not enter into his love for his brethren. So it is 
to-day, none but His loved ones can apprehend the divine 
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affections of the Son subsisting in the home of God. In 
thy presence is fulness of joy, at Thy right hand pleasures 
for evermore. (Ps. 16, n ) . 

URIM AND THUMMIM. 
" Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in 

the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth 
in unto the holy place." (Exodus 28, 29). 

Only in a very perfunctory way could Aaron have re
presented the people. Indeed, merely the names of the 
tribes and not of the individuals composing the tribes were 
inscribed on his breast and shoulders. He had very imper
fect acquaintance with their needs and exercises. He did 
not love all and sundry in that motley host. Yet the cir-
circumstance sets forth in type beautifully the character of 
One who was to come and who is now at the right hand of 
God as our adequate representative; the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus. Our High Priest has 
intimate knowledge of every individual Christian. He 
calls His own sheep by name and leads them out. (John 
10, 3). He knows His sheep and He is known by His own. 
They hear His voice and they follow Him. Our High 
Priest loves us with an indulgent love and no agency, 
physical or psychical, can separate us from His love. 
(Rom. 8, 39). Aaron bore the names on his shoulders (the 
place of security) and on his breast (the place of affection). 
Thus the great Fulfiller of the type could say :—" I give 
unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of My hand " (John 10, 28), and 
" having loved His own which were in the world He loved 
them to the end." (John 13,1). So the eternal security of 
the believer is doubly pledged. A beautiful example of the 
force of His calling His sheep by name is presented in the 
incident on the resurrection morning, when He said to 
Mary Magdalene, " Woman, why weepest thou? " (John 
20, 15). She did not recognise Him. She thought that 
the person addressing her was the gardener. But when 
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Jesus said to her "Mary! " she at once knew Him and 
confessed Him as " My Master! " Human names are not 
descriptive of character and are often merely accidental. 
But Scriptural names are descriptive and are thus not acci
dental. Moreover., when used by the Lord, the name is 
potent. His voice immediately evokes a response. So it is 
now, He speaks to us individually and it is our privilege to 
listen and to be enraptured by the modulation of His voice. 

" Sweet it is to sit before Thee, 
Sweet to hear Thy blessed voice/5 

Recognition of His voice is a spiritual process emanating 
from love in our hearts. " We love Him, because He first 
loved us " (i John 4, 19) is a terse statement of a reflex 
action which is invariably descriptive of the process. That 
divine guidance is contingent on our hearts being formed in 
love is not generally recognised. That phase of truth is well 
set forth in type in the aforementioned passage in Exodus, 
where the Urim (symbolising " light ") and the Thummim 
(symbolising " perfection ") were also put in the breastplate 
of judgment on Aaron's heart before the Lord continually. 
So the perfection of light and guidance is bound up with 
love in a continual presentation. We might be tempted to 
think that light or guidance would be dependent on our 
mental apprehension, but that is contrary to Scripture. 
Every hard question becomes soluble because we have the 
Unction from the Holy One, the One who sheds the love of 
God abroad in our hearts. In the post-captivity period a 
question arose which defied solution and the Tirshatha 
wisely left the matter in abeyance until there would stand up 
a priest with Urim and Thummim. (Neh. 7, 65). That 
period has come for those introduced by grace to the 
heavenly calling. They have the Comforter with them 
(collectively) and in them (individually) and so there is 
ample guidance and support to meet every contingency 
which may arise, 



THE EAGLE'S NEST. 
Moses in his last exhortation to the children of Israel 

likens the Lord's dealings with His people to the eagle 
stirring up her nest. (Deut. 32, 11). The eagle is a very 
sagacious bird. It is said that in building her nest she lays 
the floor with sharp thorns and covers them over with soft 
down. In this cosy bed her young are hatched and grow 
up. As they become strong enough to fly, they are loath to 
leave the comfort of the nest. But that condition would not 
fit them to fulfil their normal functions in subsequent life. 
Hence the mother scrapes up the down in the bottom of the 
nest. When the young eagles feel the sharp thorns they 
jump over the side of the nest and thus the strength of their 
wings and the support of the air are tested. Christians are 
frequently placed in similar comfortable circumstances. 
Not a jarring note breaks in on the harmony of their life. 
As with the eagle's nest, however, underneath the downiest 
bed are strewn the sharp thorns swept in from the hedges of 
life's chequered pathway. If there were no thorny in
cidents in our career we should never be caused to exper
ience the wealth of God's resources. He stirs up the most 
comfortable nest and causes the inmates to feel the thorn 
pricks. As a result, they are caused to jump out, metaphori
cally, into the atmosphere of God's resources, and the wings 
of faith are called into action. 

That we should mount up spiritually with eagle's wings is 
God's desire. (Is. 40, 31). When the young eagle grows 
weary the mother flies beneath and bears it up on her wings. 
(Deut. 32, n ) . So is the care of the Lord for His people. 
(Ex. 19, 4). " Underneath are the everlasting arms." 
The Lord never makes a breach or gap in our affections by 
removing someone or something dear to our hearts except 
for the purpose of strengthening the link already formed 
between our souls and Himself. If we can learn just a little 
bit more of His love then it will be worth all the sorrow which 
has ever fallen to the lot of man or woman to experience. 

235 



Because there is nothing in this world of change and decay 
to be compared with His love. It is as enduring as Him
self, " Changeless throughout the changing years.55 That 
there is great variation in human experience is a matter of 
common-place observation- Some are passing smoothly 
through life, others are constantly involved in difficulty and 
trial. But it is a great comfort to realise that whom the 
Lord loves He chastens. 

The apostle Peter, in encouraging the strangers scattered 
throughout Asia Minor, said " Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptation (or put to grief by various 
trials), that the trial of your faith being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth . . . , might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ." (i Peter I, 6-7). In view of this we should not 
feel downcast in trouble. The trial is but for a season, 
literally for a few moments or a little while, and it only 
comes our way if need be. The one who has the oversight 
and the control of the " need be " is God and there is no one 
can go behind His mandate. Nero, the infamous Roman 
emperor, set the beautiful city of Rome on fire and as he 
witnessed the spectacle from his window, he played a violin 
and sang songs as evidence of his pleasure in afflicting his 
peDple. Such is man, but God takes no pleasure in afflict
ing. If there is a need for it we are tried and then only for a 
moment. " No chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous, nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto those who are exer
cised thereby.55 (Heb. 12, n ) . 

It is important to observe that the fruit of righteousness 
which in Scripture is so constantly associated with peace only 
springs up within those who are exercised by the trial and it 
comes afterward. God has no respect to the stoical or to 
the slothful condition of soul. To the exercised soul there 
is no sweeter time than that of trial. Heaven becomes its 
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home. For a mere trivial affliction the Lord substitutes 
Himself in the soul. In time (a momentary interval) the 
sorrow passes, but our Friend remains. He has borne our 
griefs, He has carried our sorrows and will ere long make us 
co-sharers of His joy for ever. 

Soon will the Master come: soon pass away 
Our times of conflict, grief and suffering here; 
Our night of weeping end in cloudless day, 
And sorrow's moment like a dream appear. 

THE BELOVED OF THE LORD. 
" The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him." 

(Dent. 33, 12). " The beloved of the Lord " is a term 
which may cause perplexity to some. We are apt to think 
that the expression can only be applied to one who is very 
highly favoured. That is undoubtedly the case! The man 
or the woman who is loved by the Lord is indeed very 
highly favoured. But there is no thought of graduation in 
Christian experience implied. The testimony of the Word 
of God goes to show that the " beloved of the Lord " has 
equal significance with the " redeemed of the Lord " those 
who have heard his quickening voice and on whom re
demption's glory has been shed. There is a striking 
analogy between the beloved of the Lord and the disciple 
whom Jesus loved in the following passage:—" Now there 
was leaning on Jesus5 bosom, one of His disciples, whom 
Jesus loved." (John 13, 23). John was not loved by his 
Master more than Peter or James or even the doubting 
Thomas was loved, but John was conscious of being loved. 
Hence he was found reclining on his Master's breast. It 
is to be noted that the dwelling in safety is conditional on 
being " by Him.5' Our safe dwelling or our preservation 
from the wiles of the tempter without and the tempter 
within depends upon our " trusting to the covert of His 
wings " (Ps. 61, 4) and that in turn is proportional «.o the 
measure in which we are enjoying the love of the Lord. 
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CALEB AND HIS LOYALTY. 
Caleb was one of the less prominent men in the Old 

Testament, yet he presents one of the most striking examples 
of loyalty to God and the Scriptures also show that his re
ward was substantial. From the 14th Chapter of Joshua we 
learn that Caleb was the son of Jephunneh, a Kenezite who 
had probably migrated from the mountains of Southern 
Canaan and had become attached to the tribe of Judah, and 
consequently was a stranger to the covenants of promise. 
He was one of the first fruits of the Gentile harvest of which 
there were many samples in the Old Testament. However 
his birth barrier did not hinder him from being an Israelite 
in spirit. The apostle Paul writing to the Ephesian 
Christians addressed them as formerly aliens from the 
Commonwealth of Israel, but now in Christ Jesus they had 
been made nigh by the blood of Christ, therefore they were no 
more strangers but fellow-citizens with the saints. (Eph. 2). 

The name Caleb means " hearty." Achievement in 
every path of life depends on willing energy or heartiness, 
so it is not surprising that Caleb's history is WTitten as if it 
were traced out by a sunbeam. He reminded Joshua of 
their association in spying out the land of Canaan, 45 years 
before, that they had the temerity to present a minority 
report thereanent, which was full of encouragement and 
cheerfulness because they had viewed the land with the 
eyes of God. " God loves a cheerful giver." (2 Cor. 
9, 7). The word " cheerful" is literally " hilarious" 
which denotes whole-heartedness. 

The majority report of the spies was full of discourage
ment and gloom. Caleb strove to annul the ill effect of that 
report upon the hearts of the people by stilling their excite
ment. Blessed indeed is the peace maker who introduces 
restful influences. Caleb's associates had melted the cour
age of Israel. He strove to reinforce them in the sense of 
the greatness of God's power. The mob vote in the power 
of majority is seldom right, but the majority in Scripture 
record was never right. So it is well to sift the moral value 
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of a contention rather than to be guided by desire for mere 
popularity of the crowd. 

At 85 years of age, Caleb was as strong as he had been in 
his youth. It is the end which tests the strength of a per
suasion. The apostle Paul could say at the end of his course, 
" I have fought a good fight, I have kept the faith." Many 
young Christians make a good start in the "marathon" race 
of faith but they fail to last the pace. It is good to see a 
flourishing old age marked by courage and spiritual fervour. 
The Christian is not normally going on to spiritual de
crepitude but to the brightest and the best moment. Eternal 
life is a state of perennial youth! Caleb, speaking of the 
Lord having kept him alive, attributes his vigour to the 
mercy of God. At 60 years of age the apostle Paul spoke of 
himself as aged but he was very vigorous in soul experience 
to the end. Caleb's request was for the mountain of 
Hebron. The mountain in Old Testament type speaks of 
the faithfulness of God. " All the promises of God in 
Christ are Yea and Amen unto the glory of God by us." 

Caleb expressed complete confidence in God to enable 
him to drive out the giants. Martin Luther once said that 
God and he were more than a match for all the opposition 
in the world, when his friends sought to convince him of the 
futility of striving against such odds alone. Hebron means 
fellowship. Its former name Kirjath Arba means city or 
stronghold of Arba, one of the Anakim giants. That 
reference forcibly reminds us that Saul of Tarsus was head 
and shoulders above his contemporaries in a moral sense, 
while after his conversion he became Paul, a nobody in the 
world's assessment, yet an assiduous worker in strengthening 
the bonds of fellowship. Caleb had wholly followed the 
Lord and his reward was the mountain of Hebron. He had 
rich compensation in this life, but required patience in 
waiting 45 years for it. So whole-hearted discipleship leads 
to fellowship. Caleb received blessing of Joshua who con
firmed him in the esteem of the new generation of Israel. 
A faithful life can stand review in retrospect, so at the judg-
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ment seat of Christ the whole panorama of life will be un
folded to our wondering gaze and above all we shall be im
pressed with the majesty of the mercy and patience of God. 
To anticipate the Judgment Seat by subjecting our lives to 
scrutiny now is good policy. 

Twenty years later wTe find Caleb still going strong in the 
Lord's work as evinced by the record of Judges i> he offered 
the hand of his daughter Achsah to the conqueror of Kir-
jath-Sepher, which means the " city of books." In these 
later days the printing press has been used in God's service, 
but perhaps it has been a more powerful agent in the op
position of God's work. There is not much to be gained by 
arguing with infidels. " Casting down imaginations (lit. 
reasonings or logic) and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ." (2 Cor. io, 5), 
is more relevant to the annulling of reasonings which arise in 
one's own mind tending to reduce the spiritual fervour. 
And so the provision of an antidote to the fruits of intel-
lectualism is a very important element in the equipment of 
every servant of the Lord. 

Subsequent to this episode Achsah sought a blessing or a 
present from her father who had given her a south land and 
she desired springs of water and Caleb gave her the upper 
and nether springs. The Christian has got a rich land of 
inheritance in Christ on which the sun of God's favour 
ever shines. It is well watered by the Word of God which 
shows our spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus as the upper 
springs and the counterpart of the nether springs in Christ 
being in us as the sure pledge of future glory made good in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit. So it is good for an aged 
christian to be passing on the blessings and responsibilities 
of Christianity to the next generation. One of the greatest 
of 17th century lawyers said that a good lawyer never died 
improles (i.e., without issue). He sought to transmit 
faithfully his ideals to his successors and so it is in Christ
ianity. Such spiritual legacies never add any sorrow, but 
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transmit soul prosperity. Achsah's request was for a 
blessing or present. These are not necessarily synony
mous. Many material legacies or presents result not in 
blessing but prove a curse to the recipient. Let us put 
increasing stress on the importance of spiritual legacy. 

THE UPPER AND NETHER SPRINGS. 
" She (Achsah) said unto him (Caleb), Give me a blessing; 

for thou hast given me a south land, give me also springs of 
water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the 
nether springs." (Judges i, 15). 

The south land sloping towards the sun's rays was not 
necessarily pleasant and fruitful. The hot Eastern sun 
beating upon it might turn it into a dry and thirsty land. 
So Achsah asks for springs of water. Streams and springs 
turn wilderness into gardens. Such is the inheritance of 
saints, but what gives character to the inheritance is the 
fact of its being " well-watered." " The water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well (spring) of water, springing 
up into everlasting life." (John 4, 14). Water in the 
desert speaks of exquisite delight. Water in cisterns and 
pools is apt to be muddy and impure. So human delights 
are comparable to water in cisterns and pools which ultim
ately become dried up. The sparkling spring-water leaps 
up, giving continuity of refreshment. Achsah's pleasant 
south land had a dual attraction in the way of blessing. So 
the Christian's inheritance is symbolically watered by 
two springs. The Epistle to the Ephesians sets forth that 
we have obtained an inheritance in Christ, and Psalm 16 
speaks of the fulness of joy in His presence and the lasting 
pleasures at the right hand of God. That aspect of the truth 
is illustrated by the upper springs. But we find also in that 
Epistle that Christ has found an inheritance in the saints, 
and the special delight which accrues to the soul in medi
tating on the latter aspect may well be considered as the 
nether springs. 
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TWO YOUNG MEN OF SCRIPTURE. 
There is a striking similarity between the characters of 

Gideon and Timothy. Both were young men. Both had 
received good training in the school of God from their 
infancy. Both had exercised hearts as to what befitted the 
service of God. Both were naturally of backward disposi
tion and thus tending to the shirking of responsibility. No 
committee of experts would have selected either of them for 
the work with which they were ultimately entrusted. But 
man's ways are not God's ways. He selects the most 
unlikely agents for the execution of His will. 

The secret of Gideon's initial success is evinced in the fact 
that he was found threshing wheat by the wine-press, for the 
purpose of hiding it from the Midianites. (Judges 6, n ) . 
In Timothy there was unfeigned faith which had marked 
three generations. Moreover, from a child he had known 
the Holy Scriptures; the only (yet all sufficient) respurce 
that the servant of the Lord has. The typical teaching of 
Gideon's act was that he seized every opportunity of securing 
the preciousness of Christ so that his soul might be fed in 
secret meditation thereon. " Unto you, therefore, who 
believe, Christ is precious." (i Peter 2, 7). 

One is apt to think that the preciousness of thought in 
connection with the person of Christ is vouchsafed to those 
who can apprehend the meaning of scriptural texts and give 
wonderful expositions thereon. No! the simplicity of faith 
is the key which opens the door to that mine of wealth which 
transcends the richest store of this world's treasures. 
Gideon was engaged in this way when the Midianities would 
have destroyed the food of the people of God. So to-day in 
much obscurity the believers have the peerless privilege of 
making much of the precious jewels in scripture which 
reflect the exquisite lustre of Christ. The modern Mid
ianites would do all in their power to destroy the food of the 
people of God. But thanks be to God! There are still 
many who prize the Scriptures. 

While so occupied, the angel of the Lord said to Gideon, 
242 



" The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.5' 
From the study of the chapter we would never have recog
nised him as such. But he was a man with an exercised 
heart. The Apostle Paul received from the Lord the in
telligence that His strength is made perfect in weakness. 
However, notwithstanding such encouragement, Gideon 
pleaded his insignificance in Israel. It is important that the 
servant of the Lord should realise not merely his littleness, 
but his absolute nothingness. We are apt to be proud of 
our littleness, but if we are absolutely zero then there is no 
room for the exaltation of the flesh. God can easily dis
pense with our service, but it is matchless grace that one 
should be taken up and fitted for the Master's use. 

Gideon threw down the altar of Baal by night because he 
was afraid to do so in the day. How provoking he was in 
seeking signs from God to confirm his commission! Also it 
is worthy of note that God was long-suffering in reacting 
favourably to all his tests. On many occasions are we any 
better than Gideon, when we test God to see if our com
mission is valid? But ultimately Gideon came into the light 
of consciousness of divine favour. He built an altar showing 
that his service was linked up with God's infinite spring of 
power. His first work was to throw down the altar of Baal 
in his father's house. Thus testifying in the home circle 
with the result that his father was won over to the cause. 
The Spirit of the Lord immediately fitted him for the work 
and he blew a trumpet. His coward spirit was made 
brave! In his sallying forth against the Midianites, he was 
obedient to the Lord's instructions. The first test elimin
ated 22,000 of his followers and left him with 10,000. 
Modern masters of strategy would have thought his action 
questionable. Surely with his skeleton army he would have 
been v/ell advised to fight a rearguard action in retreat, and 
so have forestalled the fame of Xenophon with his 10,000 
Greeks in their retreat from Persia across the mountains of 
Armenia, 850 years later. But the subsequent procedure 
was right in the face of all worldly-wise counsel. The 
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second test applied had the result of eliminating 97 per cent. 
of the reduced army and he advanced to the attack with only 
300 men. So that the glory of any achievement might be of 
God and not of man. God will not give His glory to an
other ! 

As we have seen, Timothy, like his Old Testament 
prototype, was of a shrinking disposition. So the aged 
apostle impressed him to stir up the gift of God which was in 
him by apostolic delegation (that gift was in the realm of 
responsibility. There is a gift from God in the gracious 
administration of the Lord which is not subject to our 
effort). The apostle went on to say that the spirit of fear 
(lit. cowardice) which was liable to dominate as in the case of 
Timothy was not God-given. God gives the spirit of power, 
love and of wise discretion (2 Timothy 1, 6-7) so that we 
may effect the service which He has put in our responsibil
ity. It is well to observe that power is intimately associated 
with love. Indeed all manifestation of power is contingent 
on our being imbued with love for the souls of saved and 
unsaved alike. Moreover, love is the connecting link between 
power and wise discretion. How often the exercise of power 
is marred by the lack of discretion on the part of the 
servant of the Lord. We may safely leave their effective 
conjunction in the efficiency of love. 

ENCLOSED WITH CEDAR. 
" And the cedar of the house within was carved with 

knops and open flowers: all was cedar; there was not a 
stone seen." (1 Kings vi., 18). The cedar is characterised 
by extraordinary durability, glorious height, refreshing 
shadow and comely excellence and these qualities are typical 
of Christ. The cedar wood has a fine grain, fragrant smell, 
and is so incorruptible that cedar beams, little changed, 
have been found in the ruins of Asiatic temples between 
2000 and 3000 years old. This sets forth in measure the 
abiding character of the Lord Jesus Christ. " Thou 
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remainest." Corroding time has no influence on Him. 
" Changeless throughout the changing years." Botanists 
tell us that the excellent preservation of cedar wood is due 
to its bitter taste which is not relished by worms and other 
destructive organisms. Even so, Christ is not relished by 
the world. The world cannot appreciate his value. They 
cannot taste that He is good. The countenance of the 
Bridegroom in the Canticles was excellent as the cedars. 
He is the altogether lovely one. On account of these 
desirable qualities, Solomon took care to have everything of 
his building, good though it might be, covered with cedar. 
The inner court had three rows of hewed stones and a row of 
cedar beams, (i Kings vi., 36). In Peter's epistle, the 
living stones (hewed by a workman who never made a 
mistake) are built up into a spiritual house. They are, 
however, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ, only insomuch 
as they are wrapt up or hidden in the beauty of Christ. 

As within His Temple olden^ 
Was there seen no costly stone, 
Nought but cedar, carved and golden, 
Nought but Christ, and Christ alone— 
So the stones so dearly bought, 
God in Heaven beholds them not. (F. BEVAN). 

Again on the mount of transfiguration, Peter lost the sense 
of the greatness of his Master, but God restored the true 
perspective by catching away Moses and Elias in the 
Cloud, and the disciples saw no one save Jesus only. All 
again was cedar! God will not allow the choicest stone to 
peer through the cedar wainscot. " We have a little sister 
and she hath no breasts . . . and if she be a door we will 
inclose her with boards of cedar. (Song of Sol. viii., 8, 9). 
This is an excellent illustration of one not able to take care of 
herself, but how well she will be preserved if she is enclosed 
as a door with extra panels and casing of cedar. May our 
desire be to be inclosed or hidden by Christ that we may 
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show forth the praises of Him who has called us out of 
darkness into His marvellous light. " As He is, so are wc 
in this world," (i John iv0 17). 

THE GREAT THINGS OF GOD'S GOOD 
PLEASURE. 

" Consider how great things the Lord hath done for you.55 

(I. Sam. i25 24). " The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.55 (Ps. 126, 3). " Be glad and re
joice; for the Lord will do great things.55 (Joel 2, 21). 
" Return to thine own house and show how great things 
God hath done unto thee.55 (Luke 8, 39). Let us con
sider the conditions which called forth Samuel's strictures. 
With a strong hand the Lord had brought his people out of 
Egypt and established them in a good land. They had been 
set in a highly favoured position with the Lord Himself for a 
King. He wished them to be a peculiar people unlike other 
nations. Yet they were not pleased; in direct opposition 
to the will of God they clamoured for a king that they 
might be "like all the nations.55 (I. Sam. 8, 5). God 
granted their request and Samuel exhorted the people to 
pause and consider the great benefits they had derived 
from having had the Lord for a King. The last exhortation 
of Samuel to the children of Israel is of prime importance to 
Christians in the present day. We have been redeemed 
with a wonderful ledemption, blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ, He is our King, who 
willjbe revealed shortly. He wishes His own to be satisfied 
with Himself as King and to be a peculiar people, in the 
sense of the dignity and honour of such a position. Yet 
how often our hearts hanker after likeness to the world and 
in disobedience to the will of God clamour for idols which 
ultimately reduce us to the apparent position of subjects of 
another king. 

The first great thing the Lord has done for us must 
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ever be that in His infinite grace He redeemed us and as 
Mary Bowly, the hymn-writer put it:— 

" Be nothing by our souls esteemed 
like this great good." 

Could there be anything higher than to be " Beloved of 
Godj saints by His calling on high in Christ Jesus? After 
the all-essential great transaction which started our new life 
with God, has been done for us, there is diversity of ex
perience. The great things which the Lord has done for 
you may not be the same things he has done for me and 
conversely. But the point is that whether we are conscious 
of it or not he has done great things for everyone of us. The 
126th Psalm speaks of the present gladness which springs 
from the past experience of the great things of God, while 
the prophet Joel looks forward to the future and hails the 
great things that the Lord will do for His own. The 
copestone will be laid when He presents them faultless 
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. 
CJude 24). There we shall reach the zenith of His grace. 
Boundless joy will fill our hearts as we see fully what is 
imparted by faith. If we ponder how liable we are to be 
faulty, we appreciate in measure the majesty of His power 
which is able to keep us faultless and to preserve us from 
even stumbling let alone falling over obstacles by the way. 
The 8th Chapter of Luke gives us the practical application. 
The man from whom the devils had been cast out, desired 
to be with the Lord. But that was not the best course for 
him, He was sen*, not merely to tell but to show what great 
things God had done unto him. It is in this point we are 
most liable to fail. Lip profession of Christianity is neces
sary but not everything; we must show forth the virtues of 
Him who has called us out of darkness into marvellous 
light; we must exhibit the moral traits of the Lord Jesus in 
our actions. May we be enabled through grace to keep 
ourselves in the love of God and to build ourselves on our 
most holy faith. 
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THE SECRET OF THE STAIRS. 
" 0 my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the secret of the 

stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice.'5 

(Song of Songs 2,14, N.T.). 
Doubtless the returning remnant of Israel, the earthly 

bride, is primarily addressed in the above passage, but the 
secondary interpretation, bearing on the heavenly bride, is 
of paramount interest to us. In spite of all her obvious 
shortcomings, the bride is seen in the blameless character of 
the dove. Then as to safety, she is in the clefts of the Rock 
of Ages. As to approach, she is not in the secret places of the 
stairs as represented in the authorised version, but in the 
secret of the stairs. Stairs are for access to a higher place, 
and so the bride is made well aware of the way and privilege 
of access. " Through whom we both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father." (Eph. 2, 18). " Having there
fore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus . . . and having a high priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near.55 (Heb. 10, 19-22). The literal 
meaning of the Greek word translated " boldness 55 is 
" freedom of speech.55 How wonderful that the believer 
should have perfect liberty of speech in the presence of One 
before whom, in the former dispensation, all fell down 
speechless! 

But pursuing the lesson in the Songs of Songs, the order 
of approach should be noted. The freedom of speech is 
not to be exercised until we draw near. The instruction 
to the bride was " Let me see thy countenance,55 then, " Let 
me hear thy voice.55 A father does not like to hear his child 
making requests or communications outside the door. He 
wishes the child to be close to him when relating his con
fidences. If we were enjoying more communion with 
Christ there would be little complaint as to the formality 
and powerlessness of meeting and of private devotion, and 
then we would realise the significance of the following words 
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of the Apostle John, so incomprehensible to the average 
reader, " Whatsoever we ask we receive of Him because we 
keep His commandments and do these things which are 
pleasing in His sight." (i John 3, 22). 

Following on this blessed experience, the bride is im
mediately cautioned to beware of the little foxes which spoil 
the vines. After the Lord was baptised by John in Jordan 
and had the manifestation of God's good pleasure in Him, 
He was immediately subjected to Satan's wiles in the wilder
ness. Similarly, after seasons of great spiritual refreshment, 
the Christian will assuredly be tested, and therefore he must 
guard against the depredations of the little foxes which will 
ultimately rob him of the fruit of the vine, the joy of sal
vation! 

THE YEARS THAT THE LOCUST HAS EATEN. 

" I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, 
the cankerworm and the caterpiller and the palmer-worm." 
(Joel 2,25). 

As we stand on the threshold of a new year, the word 
" year " has a peculiar significance. What are the lessons 
which, in the past year, have been impressed upon our souls 
by God's gracious dealings? How much time has been 
spent in following the bent of our own wills, and how much 
in seeking the glory of God, are very searching questions 
for everyone who bears the name of Christ. In the thous
and pages of the Bible there is no passage of greater encour
agement to the man or the woman who has been a back
slider than this single verse in the prophecy of Joel. There 
are some lessons which may be drawn from a consideration 
of the verse which cannot fail to be helpful to those who have 
turned to God from idols. It is well not to limit this turning 
to the all essential turning-round which commenced our 
spiritual life history with God. We need frequent restora-
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tion. Every one is liable to have an idol, although in this 
enlightened age they are not of " stock and stone." They 
are ideals or creatures of our own imagination. Christians 
generally appear to have little conception of what constitutes 
an idol. The heathen must have some material object on 
which to concentrate his mind, but everything which is 
outside the sphere of eternal life is material for the formation 
of an idol. In all cases of spiritual declension and the sub
sequent restoration we must go right back in our soul's 
consideration to the very spot where the declension began, 
and judge the root of the evil. In Bunyan's " Pilgrim's 
Progress " the pilgrim had to go back to where he lost his 
roll before communion was restored. When a Christian 
slips back into the world we are too apt to lose sight of the 
possibility of restoration. In writing to the Galatian 
believers, the apostle says that where a man is overtaken in a 
fault it is those who are spiritual, not those who are merely 
intelligent in the Scriptures, who are able to restore such, 
and they must do so in the spirit of meekness, considering 
their own liability to temptation or testing. (Gal. 6, i). 
Looking at the verse a little in detail the following points are 
worthy of note. 

(i) The palmer-worm is a rough hairy caterpillar and may 
be taken to represent the effect of the grosser forms of 
pleasure which are but for a season. We read in John's 
Epistle that if any man says he is without sin he deceives 
himself and the truth is not in him. It is painfully true that 
when the Christian gets out of communion he becomes a 
prey to the lusts of the flesh, and is no more able to resist the 
evil within and without than a man in his natural state. 
When Samson got out of communion he yielded to the 
seductive charms of the temptress and became as weak as 
another man. When failure comes in we are apt to accredit 
Satan as the cause of it, but Satan should not be blamed. 
He is not directly responsible that men and women fall 
victims to wicked passions. Satan wishes his subjects to 
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conduct themselves orderly and to be a credit to their 
prince. He wishes to establish a millennium on earth with 
God eliminated and in which he is the centre and its object 
of worship. How little the power of the enemy is under
stood is evinced by the frequent remark about someone who 
has fallen, " If so and so is really the Lord's/5 Such an 
expression only shows that the innate wickedness of the 
human heart and Satan's power are not appreciated. 

(2) The caterpillar may be taken to symbolise the lighter 
forms of pleasure. The caterpillar is an embryo form of 
butterfly. The butterfly is usually taken as representing 
pleasure in its full activity. A Christian who has been 
really redeemed by the precious blood of Christ does not 
ever again fully enjoy worldly pleasure. He never indeed 
reaches the butterfly phase of pleasure. It is the incipient 
or caterpillar stage which is the most fruitful cause of his 
being ensnared and seduced from the path of faith. Quite 
innocent pastimes occupy his attention. But whist, golf or 
motoring can dominate the soul of the Christian and keep 
him out of touch with Christ just as effectually as gross 
licence can do. They are all the more seductive on account 
of their apparent harmlessness. 

(3) The canker worm may be taken to represent the in
fluence of business. This conclusion is borne out by the 
following Scriptures, " Thou hast multiplied thy merchants 
above the stars of heaven; the cankerworm spoileth (or 
spreadeth himself) and fleeth away." (Nahum 3, 16). 
" Your gold and silver is cankered." (James 5, 3). The 
canker in these references is obviously related to commerce. 
That a Christian often owes poverty of soul to the influence 
of business need not be dilated upon. The evidences are 
all too frequent and apparent. The sparks of heavenly 
light deposited in Christians are continually being hidden 
under a bushel (the symbol of business), or under a bed (the 
symbol of pleasure) instead of being as candles set on candle
sticks to illuminate the world with the knowledge of God. 
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The Lord instructed His own while here, " Ye are the light 
of the world/' (Matt. 5, 14). While the Apostle exhorted 
the Philippian belie ver s, " Among whom shine ye as lights 
in the world, holding forth the Word of life.55 (Phil. 2, 16). 
" Holding forth 55 is often thought to be preaching, but this 
is erroneous. It need not be preaching nor even speaking 
of any kind, it is just moving in the calm enjoyment of the 
love of God, i.e., being truly meek and lowly in heart, so 
that we do not obscure the heavenly light which God has 
deposited in every Christian. Our responsibility is obvious. 
We are charged with the duty of light-bearers, not to obscure 
the light of truth but to let it shine. We are witnesses for 
Christ. The world does not read the Word of God, hence 
the necessity that the Word should be exhibited in human 
mould. 

(4) All the afore-mentioned pests are creeping insects. 
They do not rise above the earth, but the locust rises up into 
the air and flies. The locust may therefore be taken to set 
forth the influence of the various forms of intellectualism, 
the most fruitful source of spiritual declension. Satan is 
styled " the prince of the power of the air.55 (Eph. 2, 2). 
Intellectualism finds its greatest pleasure in Satan's special 
preserves. Locusts are of different kinds. They are very 
fruitful (Nah. 3, 15), and they go forth by bands. (Prov. 
30, 28). The wonderful achievements of the human mind 
in the twentieth century show the very fruitful character of 
the locust. Moreover, in every sphere of life intellectualism 
has demonstrated the secular advantages of association or 
community of effort, and thus the triumph of mind over 
matter. Every example of intellectualism then, sets forth 
the truth that locusts are gregarious, or go forth by bands. 
Locusts are of different kinds. What may be a locust to one 
would not prove the same to another person. There is the 
political " locust55 which gradually substitutes the news
paper for the Word of God, and eats up every green leaf in 
the soul so that it becomes a wilderness for God. That we 
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are so unfamiliar with the Word is simply because we do 
not study it. The working man politician spends 15 
minutes at breakfast time, 15 minutes at dinner-time and 30 
minutes at night studying his politics. An hour a day keeps 
him well abreast of the times in his world, so an hour a day 
studying the Word of God would keep the Christian pro
gressing very favourably in the politics of heaven. " Our 
politeuma or conversation is in heaven " (Phil. 3, 20), 
literally our " politics " are there. We need not, therefore, 
be perturbed as to what faction or nation is in the ascendancy 
in the world, or whether the historic " balance of power " is 
preserved or not. Space forbids our considering in detail 
many phases of" locust " activity, but we need only enumer
ate the scientific, the artistic, the literary, the religious 
spheres to show how diverse may be the influences which 
cause " green " souls to become parched deserts. The 
" religious locust " would seek to occupy us with forms and 
ceremonies to the exclusion of the apprehension of the Spirit 
which gives life. This was w êll understood by the Apostle 
when he wrote " Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit." (Col. 2, 8). Because our 
daily work does not involve flights of intellectual fancy, we 
must not be carried away with the idea that in consequence 
we are immune from the influence of the locust. The Bible 
itself may afford substance for the forming of a locust if we 
study it in a wrong way. Let us suppose a young Christian 
starts to study his Bible. He imagines it necessary that he 
must purchase a Greek grammar, lexicon and testament. 
He goes on very well for a time, but ultimately he feels that 
he knows more than his less fortunate fellows. An ar
rogant spirit becomes developed. His downfall is but a 
matter of time. God cannot tolerate pride. Therefore wTe 
must look to ourselves to be careful of the object of our 
study, that the purpose is but to enlarge our hearts and not 
to puff up by increasing the analytical power of our brains. 

The preceding remarks have dealt more with how the 
years are lost than how they are restored. The latter is not 
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easily put into words because much of the process is unin
telligible. As a physical asset the years are gone for ever. 
Hezekiah could by earnest prayer have fifteen years added or 
restored to his life, but we cannot by any action of our own 
add a minute to our days. However, the spiritual substance 
is of far greater moment than the mere interval of time in 
which it is developed. It is this spiritual substance to 
which the restoration applies. Mere longevity is nothing if 
it does not lead us to a greater enjoyment of eternal life. It 
is better that we should spend one hour under the power of 
the Spirit of God than a century under the soul destroying 
influences of the world, because the results of the former will 
come out in the glorious life of the beloved city which will 
come down out of heaven as a bride adorned for her husband 
spoken of in the 21st chapter of the Revelation. The soul, 
open towards God, gets flooded with the sense of the love of 
Christ which so permeates the moral being that it niters 
through and shines in every nook of the physical being. 
Christian fellowship is most wonderful, far surpassing the 
wonders of wireless telegraphy. If a fibre in the moral 
being vibrates heavenwards the resultant wave runs through
out heaven, then is deflected to earth and passes through the 
people of God, causing great joy wherever it goes. 

THE LAST WORDS OF THE TESTAMENTS. 
" Curse " is the last word of the Old Testament, even as 

the closing idea of the New Testament is "grace." Although 
these occurrences may seem to be accidental, the words are 
really representative of the aspects of the truth unfolded in 
the Books they conclude. 

The word " curse " and its relatives occur 171 times in 
the Old Testament and only 19 times in the New Testa
ment, while the latter are mainly references to the former or 
relative to human affairs. On the other hand, the word 
" grace " occurs only 12 times in the Old Testament, but 
is found 125 times in the New Testament. In the former 
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the usage is confined in some instances to the idea of 
" personal charm " merely and does not convey the New 
Testament idea at all. 

The Old Testament is the record of " the first man " and 
his posterity, and is full of incidents showing man's con
tinuous sin against and disobedience to God, so that the 
curse of God on man was the only logical conclusion. 
Indeed it is the end of man after the flesh. (Deut. 28). 
Its infliction by God in His governmental dealings was 
necessary when all His offers of mercy had been rejected. 
Moreover, what had merely a temporal bearing in the former 
dispensation, acquires an everlasting character in the full 
light of the truth in the New Testament. So that there will 
yet be those who will hear the Lord's final pronouncement 
on their case, " Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire.55 (Matt. 25, 41). 

Grace is the all-pervading thought of the New Testament. 
" Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: that 
as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.55 (Rom. 5, 20-21). The expression at the cross: 
" Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do!55 

was indicative of the new quality introduced, viz., that grace 
would displace law. The death of Christ comes in between 
the dispensations as that which explains the complete change 
in their characters. In grace Christ took the sinner's place. 
He redeemed us from the curse of the broken law, being 
made a curse for us. (Gal. 3, 13). As such He bore the 
judgment of God on sin, which should have fallen on man, 
but fell on Him instead. God in His infinite holiness is a 
consuming fire. (Heb. 12, 29). That fire after the con
sumption of every other fuel would have continued in un
abated fury. But at Calvary it spent its utmost force on 
Christ. Him who knew no sin God made sin for us, that 
we might become God's righteousness in Him. (2 Cor. 
5, 21). So that every attribute of the majesty of God wras 
fully vindicated in the death of Christ. 
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There was such a superabundance of grace over sin and 
its cognate curse, that after the complete solution of the 
problem of sin in righteousness, grace is dominant. Every
one who comes into its realm finds that unexhausted in
crement of grace is inexhaustible, and that grace acquires a 
specialised character in being the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. That caused Him to come down from the infinite 
position of riches and majesty to the poverty of a homeless 
path which found its climax in the death of shame on the 
cross, in order that we might become partakers in the 
riches of His grace and glory. The grace which is our 
normal enveloping atmosphere is the same grace which so 
marked our Lord Jesus Christ in tracing out that course to 
the glory of God. May we therefore be found growing in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. (2 Peter 3, 18). 

THE DAY OF BLESSING. 
There is nothing like a day of blessing for making crooked 

things straight and rough places plain. When the sun shines in 
its strength the plant opens> the flower spreads itself to catch 
the rays; but when the chill evening blast comes shrinkage 
occurs. In the heyday of blessing there is no time for 
Satan; but when that is passed he seeks to renew his hold. 
The Hebrews that were with the Philistines before that time 
were recovered to be with Saul and Jonathan (I. Sam. xiv0 
21). Testimony against evil is cold, and often powerless 
for recovery; but one day of grace will bring back many a 
wandering sheep! A famine in the land of Israel drove 
away Naomi; but when she had heard that the Lord had 
visited His people in giving them bread, she arose that she 
might return from the country of Moab (Ruth i 0 6, 7). 
Blessing is God's power of attraction! 

{Extracted from Present Testimony vii., 170). 
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