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Foundation Truths by John Ritchie

The Triune God

FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT

N a day when the foundations of our most holy faith
are being attacked on all sides, and errors dest-
ructive of the very fundamentals of Christianity

are boldly proclaimed, it becomes all who love the
Lord and reverence His Word to be diligently ‘“build-
ing themselves up,” and so assuring themselves of
of the “things which they have learned” as to ‘“con-
tinue in them” (2 Tim. iii. 14). and be able to lend a
helping hand to others in danger of being led astray

with “the error of the wicked” (2 Pet. iii. 17). Second-
hand knowledge is of little value in a day of stress.
The enemy can easily wrest from us any truth held on
mere traditional authority. Only that which we have
learned from God, and hold in faith and love, in the
communion of the Holy Ghost (2 Tim. i. 13, 14) streng-
thens the inner man, and becomes shield and sword

(Eph. vi. 16, 17) to the warrior in the day of battle.
“The fool hath said in his heart there is no God”

(Psa. xiv. 1). Atheism denies His existence. Deism
admits an original Cause, but denies His Sovereignty.
Agnosticism says He is unknown and unknowable.
Pantheism makes God part of existing things, as in
Brahminism and other idolatrous systems. Revela-
tion makes known a Living and True God, His char-
acter, His works, and His ways, and ‘‘the testimony
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple” (Psa.
xix. 7). To the Book of God, the only safe guide in
things Divine and Eternal, let us reverently turn.

ONE TRUE GOD.

“There is one God” (1 Tim. ii. 4), and “there is
none other but He” (Mark xii. 32). His glory He
“will not give unto another” (Isa. xlii. 8). The
Creator and the Cause of all existence, material and
spiritual, formed for Himself and His pleasure (Rev.
iv. 11), He requires and claims its alleglance Eternal
Inf1n1te Ommpotent Omniscient; ‘God of Light and
Love; in Him “‘we live and move and have our being”’
(Acts xvii. 28). Yet He is unknown and unknowable,
alike in His mode of existence, His character, and His
ways, save as He is pleased to reveal Himself to marn.



Concerning Him, the question may be asked as of old,
“Canst thou by searching find out God?” (Job xi. 7).
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma:
ment showeth His handiwork’ (Psa. xix. 1); but it is
in His Son (John i. 18), and through His Word, that
God has been pleased to reveal Himself. ‘“This is life
eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent” (John xvii. 3).
ONE GOD IN THREE PERSONS.

God is revealed in the Scriptures as one God in
three Persons, each Divine, equally God, eternally one
in Being: not three Gods, but three Persons—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, the Triune God whose nature and
whose name is Love. This great truth was well ex-
pressed by Athanasius, a noble witness for God and
the faith in the early Church, at a time when
Arian and Sabellian errors were turning many away
from the truth. He says: ‘“There is one God in
Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the
persons nor dividing the substance; for there is one
Person of"the Father, another of the Son, another of
the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one, the glory
equal, the majesty co-eternal.”

The English word ‘““Trinity,” which means ‘three-
foldness,” is not found in Scripture, yet it expresses
more accurately than any other single English word
this great Scripture truth of three Persons yet on:
God, a truth which is announced and in part revealed
in the Old Testament, but fully developed and demon-
strated in the New, by the Incarnation, Death, ann
Glorification of the Son, and the advent and work of
the Spirit. Far beyond man’s finite reason to grasp,
it belongs to the Infinite and Eternal, a stumbling-
stone to the worldly-wise, while faith receives anc
enjoys its truth. “No man knoweth the Son but the
Father, neither knoweth any man the Father save the¢
Son” (Matt. xi. 27), and he to whomsoever the Son
will reveal Him. What “flesh and blood” could
never make known of the Son, the Father reveals
(Matt. xvi. 17). Such knowledge is now imparted by
the Spirit (1 Cor. ii. 10-13) through the Word (2 Cor.
iii. 17-18). Scripture reveals all that God has seen
good for us to know in our present state, concerning
this truth, and beyond that we are wise not to pry.

ILLUSTRATIONS.
Illustrations of this great truth may be seen in

tcomtmued  on page voooaf cover)



Emotion or TJutellect

By THE EDITOR

THE Christian Faith makes demands upon a man's entire being--

on spirit and soul and body, and consequently it is difficult ‘o
maintain a proper balance in our spiritual growth. A danger which
confronts us all in our complex make-up is that of developing one
side of our nature to the partial neglect of the other sides. Circum-
stances, opportunities, temperament, environment, inclination all play
their different parts in determining the easiest line of development n
the divine life. To some mental concentration is difficult, while in others
analytical and critical powers are either limited or non-existent; and
naturally it is much easier for such to disregard the strife of the world
of dogmatics and to cultivate the devotional aspects of life.

O Christians of that type the Bible always speaks directly to the
heart: its words stir the emotions profoundly. Every page may
have its distinctive emotional appeal, even although in interpreting its
message the context is completely ignored. Historical events, personal
experiences, minutest details of or omissions in the elaborate ritual,
geographical settings, place names, poetic imagery, or in short every
statement that is capable of such treatment is spiritualised and made
to serve the purpose of what is called ‘‘heart-affecting ministry.”
Contextual explanation is thus frequently sacrificed on the man-made
altar of “spiritual application,” and the study of tnhe Bible is reduced
to a search for fantastic ideas embedded in unusual texts, and becomes
an opportunity for the display of a kind of mental ingenuity which
in some circles is the more highly applauded accordng as the explanation
and application are the more unexpected. While affirming that the
Old Testament abounds with rich spiritual lessons abiding for all ages.
and convinced that the symbolism of its ritual and sacrifices has its
focus in great truths made plain in the New Testament, it may not be
impertinent to utter the warning that there are inherent dangers in
an unrestrained pursuit of that method of Bible Study.

'OR one thing, it often encourages, as has been observed on numerous
occasions, the assumption of an air of superior spirituality; and
besides, it runs the risk of degrading the Scriptures to the verge of
the grotesque. However much it may satisfy the needs of some it
creates in the minds of others the apprehension that it may bring real
Bible Study into disrepute. Readers who find themselves with that
particular bent could be well advised to read for their instruction and
example two books of recent publication by our esteemed contributor,
Mr W. W. Fereday, namely Solomon and His Temple, and Samuel
God’s Emergency Man, wherein, with the skill of a mind well furnished,
the writer unfolds the exceeding wealth of the Old Testament in spir-
itual truth, without leaving the paths of common-sense application.

AN is expected to love the Lord with all his heart, with all his
soul, with all his strength, and with all his mind. Our mental
powers, as well as our emotional capacities, must be used in the service
of God, and be at the disposal of the Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul
preyed for the believers in Philippi that their love might abound yet
more and more in all knowledge and discernment (1. 9), in order that
they might approve the things that differ (v. 10). Evidently his desire
was that they might develop their critical faculties with a view to their
understanding of those spiritual truths which would enable them to
resist the temptation to compromise in an unfriendly world. Hence we
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deduce, as we may do from other passages of the New Testament,
the need for us to find a place for Christian apologetics in our study
of the Scriptures. The Epistles to the Romans, Colossians, Hebrews,
and entire chapters like 1 Corinthians 15, are examples of closely
woven argument in defence of the Christian Faith. The heart of the
Christian can be satisfied and made glad and confident when the rmind
has been made to rest on eternal verities. Devotion expressing itself
in love and worship must be stimulated and maintained by growing
knowledge, otherwise it will degenerate into the devotional side of our
experiences as Christiang; let us pause to have our quiet hours of
meditation, prayer and communion with God; let us delight ourselves
with those portions of Scripture which exalt our Lord and which
provoke the spirit of worship; let us yield our hearts to the gracious
work of the Holy Spirit in drawing us into a realm where carnal and
temporal vanities cease to be of moment and where only what ig of God
counts; let us, in short, cultivate ‘‘the faith of the Christian mystic;”
but, at the same time, let us not forget that the heart must itself be
stayed upon unchanging truth.

"I"HE modern psychological approach to youth has unwittingly devel-
oped a tendency te neglect the more serious aspects of the
Christian Faith. Attempts to popularise our message so as to draw
large audiences, commendable as these attempts may be, have produced
that type of preaching which demands the minimum of mental effort
from the hearers, and which consequently discards .ae role of instructor
for that of cntertainer or exhorter. Dogmatics do not lend themselves
to e¢asy exposition or easy assimilation, so that unless where there is
a strong individual inclination in that direction there is a general dis-
interest in intensive study.
IN a world that has adopted a distinctly menacing front none of us
can afford to display an unintelligent attitude towards the truths
most surely believed by us. The witness of experience must be supple-
mented by the witness of a well-informed mind. Christians of an older
generation who lived when facilities for advanced education were fewer,
or who are bhlissfully unaware of the erroneous ideas broadcast for the
minds of growing youths, have but a very faint conception of the
tremendous conflict being waged against the faith. Messages that may
be *‘dry as dust” to the Christian who is nine-tenths emotional, may be
food and drink to the young man or woman face to face with intellectual
problems. While the love of these young people for their Lord must
be fed by devotional exercises, their minds must be informed with truth
which will make their loyalty to His cause the more courageous and
the more effective. Testimony for the faith can be grandly assisted by
accurate knowledge,

EARLY Christians soon found themselves opposed by men who did

not understand their doctrines, and who denied the historical char-
acter of their beliefs. How often Paul resorted to the method of apol-
ogetical defence, by producing his evidence from the facts of his faith!
He reasoned; he alleged; he adduced evidence that Jesus was the Son
of God and that the Resurrection was an undeniable occurrence. Peter
in his first epistle, written to Christians who were faced with the im-
minent possibility of appearing before tribunals to answer for their con-
duct, exhorted his fellow-saints to sanctify Christ as Lord in the heart and
to be ready always to give an answer to every man that asked them a
reason of the hope that was in them, while his fellow-servant Jude’s
injunction was to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered (1 Pet.
3. 15; Jude v. 3). Both passages point the same lesson, namely that
Christians should be able to confront opposition with the firm conviction
that their beliefs are well-founded, and that their experiences of spir-
itual realities are based upon verifiable historical fact.
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NOTES ON 1 CORINTHIANS

* by W. E. VINE, MA,

CHBAPTER 10.

Verse 30.
If I Ly yrace partake. why am I evil spoken of for that which
I yize thanks? - In other words it is God’s grace that grants me to par-
take of the meat and I give thanks to Him for it; yet all the time my
brother’s conscience tetls nim that I have done him harm. The fact
that we give thanks for o thing affords no reason for thinking that what
we are doing is innocent.

Verse 31.

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God.--The glory of God is the manifestation of His char-
acter and acts. To do all to His glory is to manifest Him in both
respects. If, as a bheliever I seek not my own interests but those of
others. as in the special case with which the passage has been dealing.
I am an ‘imitator of God,’ I have the mind of Christ and I am reflecting
His character and ways. To be imitators of God we must “walk in
love, even as Christ loved us” (Eph. 5. 1, 2). It is thus that the Lord's
words are fulfilled, “I am glorified in them” (John 17. 10). 'the “what-
soever” includes both words and deeds (see Col. 3. 17).

Verse 32.

Fire no occasion of stumbling, gither to Jews. or to the Greeks, or to
the Church of God--—-this continues the injunction in verse 31, putting
negatively what was (here enjoined positively. If I do all to the glory
of God I shall avoid causing anyone to stumble. The three distinct
classes of people mentioned include all those with whom any believer
would be brought into contact in Corinth in daily life. The Jews and
the Greeks were two classes of people of the world. From these ‘“‘the
church of God” is distinguished. Tt consisted of those who had been
saved through the Gospel, and formed the local assembly. It was
the only other section of the populace. There was no such person as
an unattached believer, walking as a separate individual, nor should
this ever be the case. Conversion was followed by baptism and identi-
fication with the church of God. That phrase is always used in the
N.T. of a local assembly, not of the whole Church, the Body of Christ
(see note on 1. 2). All such assemblies are spoken of as ‘“‘the churches
fo God."” See 11. 16.

Verse 33.

Even as I also please all men in all things, not seeking mine own
profit, but the profit of the many that they may be saved.—this by no
means suggests that Paul courted popularity. The next two clauses
negative that. Firstly, that he sought not his own profit shows that
what he did seek was the spiritual profit of others, a motive which
would not incur popularity see, e.g., the effect of his effort at the
Areopagus in Athens, (Acts 17. 32).). Secondly, his motive was the
salvation of men, a purpose which would be thwarted by simply curry-
ing favour, Moreover the word rendered “please” was often used with
the significance of being beneficlal or useful to a person. This is the
meaning of “profit.” The scope of his activities was “the many,” the
greatest possible number. Paul was never content with the idea that
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some people must be lost. As to actual results see the Lord's reply to
the question “Are there few that be saved?” (Luke 13. 24). See 9. 22
and the note there.

Chapter XI, Verse 1.

Be ye imilators of me, even as I also am of Christ.—this verse
obviously belongs to the end of chapter 10. The principle Paul has
just stated as to his own actions he exhorts his readers to follow, and
he does so, not in the spirit of self-advertisement, but because Christ
is the controlling example for all, the principle being that of the sac-
rifice of our own rights and likes with a view to the iInterests and
profit of others. See Rom. 15. 1-3.

%ﬁr‘ee c/f(en - A Contrast

by W. W. FEREDAY

O divine authority is claimed for the division of the books of the
the Bible into chapters and verses. In some cases, the division
strikes the thoughtful reader as unfortunate; and in many cases as
excellent. Luke's third chapter is rightly given a place to itself, and its
lessons are very suggestive. Many names are found in Luke 3, but with
three only are we concerned at this moment. The first man mentioned
is Tiberius Casar: the last is Adam; and in the middle of the chapter
we find JESUS-—Israel’s Messiah, and our Saviour and Lord. The
contrast between these men is very great. Tiberius was the ruler of
the vast Roman Empire, and has been described as “‘a most profligate
man, and his government was despotic and cruel;” Adam wasg the
first man, head of the human race, and alas! leader in transgression.

FULFILLING ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS.

It is the contrast with Jesus that we desire to emphasize. When
He approached John for baptizing His herald was surprised. ‘I have
need to be baptized of Thee and comest Thou to me?”’ The Lord replied.
“Suffer it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouaness”
(Matt. 3. 14, 15). John’s baptism (unlike Christian baptism) was to
repentance for the remission of sins, and all who submitted to it ac-
knowledged by their act that they were guilty sinners, worthy only of
death. The river Jordan was the apt symbol of death. But Jesus was
God’s holy One, “Who did no sin” (1 Pet. 2, 22), and in Him no sin
dwelt (1 John 3. 5). In grace, however, He had connected Himself wit't
Israel; accordingly He would submit to that which Jehovah had com-
manded for all His people. As He came up from the river, the
heavens opened above Him and the Father's voice testified ‘“Thou art
My beloved Son; in Thee I am well pleased” (Luke 3. 22). Not to
Tiberius Caesar wags such a testimony ever borne. Concerning Adam,
he was included at the beginning in the general statement of Gen. 1.
31—"“God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very
good!” But how soon Adam became very bad!

PERFECT EXAMPLE.
Luke notes that the Lord prayed at Jordan. Perfect, dependent,
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and obelient Man! Here Adam failed. Created to live in happy
dependence upon a hountiful Creator, he grasped at the suggestion
to be independent. He would be as God! Prayer has no place in sucn
a mind. What place has prayer with us? Only thus are we preserved
from evil, and maintained in communion with God.

Seventy-five generations intervened between Adam and Jesus (the
first man and the Second). and also (approximately) between Adam and
Tiberius. The Roman Emperor was the sorry product of Adam’s
transgression. Yet when the Jewish people were compelled to choose
between Jesus and Caesar, they cried, “We have no king but Cssar”
(John 19. 15). The spirit of Tiberius lives on, and men suffer still
from the cruel tyranny to which they so blindly committed themselves.
‘They could have had Jesus but they preferred Cessar! The holy Man
of prayer, delight of the Father's heart, friend and sympathiser with
men throughout His ministry, Himself co-equal with God, publicly
rejected for a cruel despot! Here we have the key to the sorrows of
this, and of every other distressing hour.

GOD’S KING—AND OURS,

As we examine our Lord’s genealogy, we find some very great
sinners. Murderers, adulterers, idolators etc! Yet He who came into
manhood from that line, entered the world without taint of sin.
Sacred mystery! The moral miracle of our Lord’s stainless birth Is
surely as great and wonderful as the physical miracle of His virgin
birth! He is the Man this poor mismanaged world needs. Self-willed
Adam broke down; Tiberius Cesar was an ugly blot upon God’s fair
creation; but Jesus meets all the desire of His heart, and is able to
meet all the deep needs of men. Therefore our hearts cry, “Come,
Lorda Jesus.”

Meanwhile, let us seek to be like Him and to “walk even as Hz
walked” (1 John 2. 6). The Christian who is at the utmost possible
remove morally from both Adam and Tiberius is of priceless value as
a witness amongst men,

Dear Mr Borland,

As it is drawing near the close of another year, I would like you
to know how much I have appreciated each month the issue of The
Believer’s Magazine. I am speaking also for the few friends to whom
I send a copy, one as far as Seattle, U.S.A. I copled out with my
own hand “Gifts In The One Body" July 1945. Would that the truth
of this was more understood among the Lord’s people. What a joy
it would bring, as it brings to some of our poor lives from day to day.

Eben. Tainsh.

passes all understanding and the unspeakable privilege

1 9 4 6 We wish every reader the joy of the Lord, the peace that
of leading others to the Saviour,
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The PRIESTHOOD o+ BELIEVERS

by J. R. STEPHEN, Aberdeen.

THE priesthood of all believers lies at the very foundation of Christian
ethics. This order continues with us: an integral part of the
divine system superseding “‘the law of commandments contained in
ordinances” (Eph. 2. 15). Hence no intermediary between the soul
and God is called for today. To evoke the services of a priest is to
r:flect upon the ““One sacrifice for sins” (Heb. 10)-—however far this
may be from the mind of truly pious persons unenlightened as to the
fact that they have part in a holy and royal priesthood.

A MEDIATOR NEEDED.

That a mediator was necessary in consequence of man’'s sin is
but to state a truisin finding its echo in every page of the written Word.
Now that He has been found in *‘the Man Christ Jesus who gave Himself
a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2. 5-6), we can exult and say:

Done is the work that saves,
Once and forever done.

The priest’s office, in the propitiatory sense, ended when our blessed
Lord atoned for human guilt upon the cross. Even so He is still 2
priest, His affection unchanged “Who is sat on the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens” (Heb. 8. 1). winked with Him
there a priestly company, formed and fashioned after the wiil of God,
exists upon earth to carry out the service of the sanctuary below. This
may not be so clearly apprehended.

THE SONG OF DELIVERANCE.

Before Adam sinned no priest was required in Eden. This would
have entailed an anachronism. When sin constituted man a sginner,
God bhecame a judge. His creation had been invaded by a foreign
clement. The serpent’s head had to be hruised for “the Lord is a man of
war” (Ex, 15. 3). To this end ‘“the seed of the woman” had been
detailed in the counsels of Eternity. The mighty ordeal of Calvary
witnessed this decisive action: the triumph of God is complete. There
is much more than this, however, seen in the work of the Cross. The
Throne of Ged is vindicated by the sacrifice of the altar. “His glory
is great in Thy salvation: honour and majesty hast Thou laid upon
Him” (Psalm 21. 5).

As in the wake of a fallen adversary at the Red Sea, on the wild-
erness shore of its cleft waters, we may be permitted to join in the
song of the redeemed. Our deliverance has heen from a far more
subtle foe than that of Pharoah. For—

The Lord is risen, with Him we also rose,

And in His grave see all our vanquished foes.
The Lord is risen beyond the judgment land;
In Him in resurrection life we stand.

CONDITIONS OF FELLOWSHIP

From the Red Sea onward—indeed in Egypt through the blood of
the paschal lamb, redemption became the keynote of every activity
of the divine mind. In type and shadow there were portrayed the
basic conditions on which Jehovah could have intercourse with men.
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That atmosphere of heavenly felicity, so rudely shaken when sin entered
man’s first abode, could never be restored. But a richer, fuller life was
made available for a redeemed creation under the aegis of the Second
Man;, the Lord from heaven. The priesthood and the sanctuary are
linked together, “And let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell
among them” (Ex. 25. 8). The Levitical law divided the nation of
Israel into three constituent elements (1) Priests (uev. 1. 8). (2)
Levitea, {Num. 3. 12). (3) Common People (Lev. 4. z(): Jnder Aaron,
the high priest, his sons, the priests, were intermediary between the
people and God. They were to minister unto the Lord in the priest’s
office (Exodus 28. 1). The service of the Levites was connected
with the Tabernacle of Testimony (Ex. 28. 1). The common people
functioned under these and were contributory to the furnishing and
replenishing of the Tabernacle as Moses directed (Ex. 35. 21).

AARON A TYPE,

Aaron when viewed as a figure of Christ stands apart. In company
with his sons they are typical of Christ and the Church. Distinguished
thus the teaching as to priest and the priesthood is set in its true perspect-
ive. That each functons as such in their several spheres is quite
another matter. Opportunity is offered every saint to act the part,
but men who are able to go in to God are not overabundant. There ap-
pears to be a great dearth of priests. Even if all do not reach to this crucial

test the title stands: the Word of God knows no distinction between
Clergy and Laity.

Tue priesthood of believers is a rich 'heritage made over to us in
Christ. Our thesis is established in 1 Peter 2. With a bundle of
adjectives the apostle deliniates the moral features of their order.
Luke, the beloved physician regales us with some short but interesting
biographies in his Gospel. In the opening chapter he gives a pen
portrait of Zacharius, an Aaronic priest. In spite of the barrenness all
around the father of John the Baptist walked ‘‘before God.” Outside
among men or within the sacred precincts of the Temple, “before God”’
was the governing standard by which his life was lived. Mark well,
it was this man who became, though still under Levitical Law, the
channei of divine communications relative to the advent of our Lord—
4 priest of holy and noble bearing, albeit he lived before Pentecost
when the priesthood of which we now write was not then established.

PRIESTLY SERVICE.

Again Luke discloses a shining example of what may truly be
called priestly service. In this we do not forget that our illustrations
are, as indicated, dispensationally earlier than that which relates to the
Spirit’s day. The principle is there however. Who shall say _thp.t the
godly band of women who companied with our Lord and “ministered
to Him of their substance” in Luke 8, 3 did not exhibit certain of the
traits we are warranted to look for in a royal priest? They did i!; unto
Him! “I will sanctify Aaron and his sons to minister to me in the
priest's office” (Ex. 29. 44). They were cleansed, clothed and con-
secrated ere they undertook the service. All this has a profound bearing
on the teaching in its incidence affecting a New Testament priest. He
must be a purged worshipper: One who has heart that word—"‘Be ye
clean that bear the vessels of the Lord,” (Isa. 52. 11). Aaron and his sons
were washed with water, This took place at the door of the Tabernacle
(BEx. 28. 4). Aaron was rendered ceremonially clean: our High Priest
is intrinsically clean.

(To be continued if the Lord will)
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THE UNDIVIDED BODY

By H. E. Merser, Hurstville, N.S.W.

']"l-rE present activity of the Holy Spirit is the taking from amongst
the nations a people for God’s name, that is, for the purpose of
making that name known. God is ever intent on glorifying His name,
and He alone can justly do it. If He leads in paths of righteousness
it is for His name’'s sake; if He forgives our sins it is for the self same
purpose, and if redemptlons work is current amongst men it is not
only for man’'s deliverance and blessing but for His own name’s sake
ag well, If then we seek to be in consonance with the mind of God
about the present activity of grace, the gathering of a people for
‘His name, we need the more to turn to Scripture and hear what the
Spirit says to the believer and to see whether the testimony of men and
the conduct of the Christian are in harmony with the Word of God.

Now, what saith the Lord? Is such evident division of the Christian
community into a number of groups, some mutually exclusive, consistent
with God's grand purpose of getting a people for His name? Let the
Scriptures speak, and let us act consistently with what they say.
“Ye are my friends,” saith the Lord, “if we do whatsoever I command
you” (John 15. 14). “If ye continue in my Word then are ye my
disciples indeed and ye shall know the truth and THE TRUTH shall make
you free” (John 8. 31).

THE - LORD'S DESIRE

In John ch. 17 we have the Lord’'s prayer. This chapter is probably
unequalled by any part of the Holy Scriptures. The sufferings of the
Cross were very near. His last night before being crucified had arrived,
and the Son, who is to leave His own in an alien world pending His
return, opens up His heart to the Father. What profound depths He
touches, as He prays for His own, speaking to His Father on their
behalf! To them He had given the Father's Word. Those words they
had received, and He prays for them that they might be kept. Two
perils confronted them, the evil of the world and division amongst
themselves. Hear Him thus, “I pray not that thou shouldest take them
out of the world but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.”
But another burden was upon His heart.

Dear Christian reader, His prayer should move us to greater loyalty
to Himself so that His desires might be fulfilled .n us. Hear Him
asking “That they might be one as we . . . that they also might be
one in us . . . that they might be one even a8 we are one.” No thought
here, surely, of a “Church of one’s own choice,” of division in the body
of a Christian community split into sundry factions. Whilst the Lord
was amongst the disciples He had kept them together, for He was the
centre of their interest and of their service. Now He was going away for a
while. He knew the grave risks of division and defection and so He
prayed that the disciples and all who were to believe through their
word might be kept in oneness, in one unbroken association for test.!mony
during the time of His absence,

CONVINCING THE WORLD

That the day will come when the undivided Assembly will be pre-
sented to Himself we doubt not, but no one should turn the edge of
Scripture nor deny the Lord His desire. The time for the display of
God’s desired unity was surely not reserved for the glory, but for the
days of the Assembly’s testimony -on earth, and such a unity was
designed to produce belief in the Lord Jesus as the “Sent One” from the
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Father. Such is God's great testimony to men and the rejection of
it seals the doom of the sinner. But the acceptance of the testimony
is at least somewhat conditioned by our walking In a visible, un-
broken fellowsnip, recognising in a practical way the unity of the body
of Christ. If we walk in any way or in any association which denies
or falls to give expression to that unity we hinder the acceptance by
men of the witness the Lord Jesus was so anxious about.

The truth of John 17, however, is not without full expansion in
the developed doctrines of the Pauline epistles. The Apostle Pau), to
whom was given by revelation from God the truth of the Assembly,
‘tells us much about God’s thoughts concerning it. We have eternal
‘life, peace with God, an assured inheritance and a title to glory, but
it is also true (may we rise to a fuller sense of it) that we are even
‘now seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. We are those who have
“other worldly,” heavenly interests, though sojourning for a time in
‘the world which sent our Beloved to the Cross.

- Now we are not viewed in Scripture as a number of independent
‘units, coalescing around some creed or doctrine nor yet around some
-devoted servant of Christ, no matter how valued such a creed or person
may be. Nowhere does Scripture justify a number of believers fash-
-ioning or joining a “Church of their own choice,” and tendencies towards
.such a course amongst the believers at Corinth were roundly condemned
‘by the Apostle Paul,

ONLY ONE BODY.

The great testifying unity for which the Lord prayed was being set
‘agide, and in the name of the Lord Jesus the saints were besought
‘to act as their Lord had desired. No one with the slightest acquaintance
‘wth ecclesastical history, or with any knowledge of the present condition
-of the professing Church, could do other than admit that the Corinthian
tendency has been reproduced, maintained and even intensified through-
-out the Christian centuries and that such is seen in its developed form
in the multiplicity of denominations, sects and parties into which
Christendom is now divided. Is all this in keeping with the mind of
Christ? Is it not the sad result of folk uniting on the ground of
“Churehes of one’s own choice” rather than on the ground of the Divinely
contemplated, undivided body of Christ? In 1 Cor. 1. 10-13, the genesis
-of sectarianism 1is seen, and whilst that early Christian community
was not broken up into well-defined, discordant divisions an evil course
‘had been entered upon and God’s desired unity was being set aside.

ENOCH (1) - - - R. Cumming

LTHOUGH it took over four thousand years to complete, the story

of Enoch is a masterpiece of brief biography. Four verses in

‘Genesis 6, one in Hebrews 11, and two in the Epistle of Jude, suffice
‘to give us a perfect pen-portrait of a pattern saint for all ages.

The first thing to be observed is God’s economy in words. The
best preachers in the Bible were also brief and to the point, and it is
good to return to God's way and to give the message of God in sound
:speech that cannot be condemned. The lesson applies not only to
. preachers but to believers in every walk of life. This the saint of
God does well to remember, for did not Solomon say, “in the multitude
«of words there wanteth not sin; but he that refraineth his lips is wise.”

The second point noticed is the extraordinary delay in finishing
this life story. The Spirit of God could quite well have given to Moses
full details for the Genesis record, but in keeping with that structural
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plan of Holy Scripture by which God only presents facts in relation.
to His purposes and to the prevailing need of His creatures, the final
particulars were withheld for subsequent narration in New Testament.
days, when by their recital a definite object would be achieved. The
Bible is a moral book and not a compendium of earth’s history, and in.
this age of infidelity and scientific pretensions, a clear unde

of this principle would prevent the loss of valuable time in speculation
upon subjects which God has not been pleased to reveal.

The purpose of Scripture is to portray the mind of God and <o
present the person of Christ. Because of sin, man could only bear a
little instruction at a time. His schooling in consequence,was gradual
but steadily progressing to the moment when the fragments of revealed
truth would be gathered together and God would speak in His Son,
the Image of the Invisible God, the first-born of every creature. No-
end is greater than the glory of God and the triumph of Christ. No
bliss 1s more transporting than the felicity of sonship and the abiding
assurance of a place in the Father’s home, To reveal this was the
Scripture given and how fully and happily engaged is the Christian
who responds to the Pauline exhortation—'Study to show thyself approv-
ed unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth!’

Brethren

Brethren of Jesus! What honour, what fame!
Brethren! Once children of wrath and of shame.
Jesus, The cattle stall—
Jesus, The judgment hall—
Jesus, the Lord of all,
Gives us the name!

Brethren of Jesus! He carried a cross!
Bore it to sacrifice, suffering and loss.
Brethren, the Cross still towers
'"Twixt the world’s path and ours;
Come, let us prove its powers,
Till earth is dross.

Brethren of Jesus! The diadem now
Graces that worthy, illustrious brow.
Soon we shall rise to share
Through grace, His glory there.

Up then! The cross to bear
And keep our vow.

Brethren of Jesus! Where the glories divine
Round the bright Throne of the Conqueror shine.
There, as our crowns we lay
Low at His feet one day,
Jesus Himself shall say
“Brethren of Mine.”

3
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The DEATH of CHRIST and the
LIFE of the BELIEVER

By W. J. Grant, Kilarmnock.

I WAS never more impressed than I have been of late with the present
object of the death of Christ; and I would ask you to turn to
seven scriptures, all of which bring that object before us.

First.—As to the object of God in giving His Son.

Second.—As to the object of the Son of God in giving Himeslf.

Third.—As to the object of the Spirit-moved child of God inbresponse
to the heart of both the Father and of the Son.

1. John 3. 16: There you have the object of God in the giving
of His Son—*"“that whosoever believeth in Him should . . . have ever-
lasting life.”” “Eternal life”—not the mere ‘forgiveness’” of our sins,
not “justification,” not “not perishing;” but something positive, tre-
mendously positive, tremendously personal, tremendously experimental,
tremendously sensible: LIFE, present life, spiritual life, heavenly life,
divine life. :

2. 1 John 4. 9: There again the purpose of God in the giving
of His Son comes hefore us—*“that we might live w.rough Him'—life,
present life through Him, the given One. The next verse gives us
the marvellous display of love, God sending His Son as ‘“‘propitiation
for our sins.’”’ The Apostle first presents to us the object of the Cross
before he presents to us the Cross itself. The Spirit of God wouldl
thus fix that end indelibly upon our consciences and hearts—‘“that we
might live through Him.” And mark, that is the end of God “giving,”
and God ‘“gave” long before He ‘“gave up: He ‘“gave” His Son in the
past eternity in the counsel of His heart; and all down the preceding
ages He was giving His Son, in all the types of Israel, in every sacrifice
placed on the altar He was giving His Son; and then when the hour
at last came, He ‘‘gave up” His Son—"“He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up” (Rom. 8. 32). The word in the original is
the same,—in its simple form it expresses the intensified idea of “giving
up.” The Revisers have well looked at the difference between the two:
“Who loved me, and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 2. 20); “Christ
loved the Church, and He gave Himself up for it” (Eph. 5. 25). Thus,
then, God has “given” and “given up” His Son, “that we might live
through Him.” Is the object to be realised, or is it not? What shall
the answer be?

3. Gal. 1. 3-4: This brings before us the object of Christ in the
giving of Himself—“Who gave Himself”—not “gave up”’—He simply
‘gave Himself for our sins.” O, beloved, we are very costly! We have
been estimated in the office of the great valuer and we are valued thus
—“Who gave Himself for our sins.” O, how costly the sins of God’s
people have been! Am I going to love one indulgent habit, one flesh-
pleasing habit, one flesh-pleasing thought or desire—am I to love one
that cost my Substitute so much? ‘“Who gave Himself for our sins.”
But for what? ‘“That He might deliver us (take us out for Himself,
for His own possession) from this present evil age”—"evil” in every gense
of the word, for its principles and practices and pursuits are evil. What
have we to do with this present evil age? We live in it, but we are
not of it; we are sons of a coming age, and we must bring the character
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and walk of that future age into the present; and that will make us
“foreigners” indeed, in feeling, in desire, in speech, in conduct—a
foreign element recognisable by the children of this age. And all this,
adds the Apostle, “according to the will of God and our Father.”

4. Titus 2. 13-14: In this scripture we have the object of Christ
in the giving of Himself still more fully expressed—''Our Saviour
Jesus Christ Who gave’—not ‘‘gave up”—“Himself for us.” Notice
this now: “our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself”—not for our
sins—but now “for us,” for us the sinners, that we might be sinners
no longer. ‘“While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5.
8), but now we are to be sinners practically no longer. “Who gave
Himself tor us that He might” accomplish two objects—the one, a
judicial object, and the other, a moral or spiritual one; and notice that
the judicial and the moral ever go together, like coal and iron in the
same geological formation. First comes the legal or judicial object—
“that He might redeem us from all iniquity.” We are the legal bond-
servants of “all iniquity;” just as in Rom. 6., so here. We needed
“redemption;” we needed the legal price, the ransom price paid down
fully to “all lawlessness’’-—lawlessness, whether in the world, in the
church, in the family, or in the individual heart. We had better begin
with the individual; and if the lawlessness is overthrown in the in-
dividual, its overthrow will soon follow in the family, in the world,
in the church of God. “That He might buy us back from all lawless-
ness;” that is the legal object and that is the first one. But then the
Spirit does not leave us there; He leads us to the experimental, the
moral object also—"and purify unto Himself a people for His own
possession.” Ah! my brother, “You are not your own:” the house
is bought, and the new proprietor wants to occupy it Himself; He is
not going to “let” it; He never bought a house to let it yet. Ah! no!
wherever our Lord Jesus Christ makes an investment of that kind,
it is always for self-occupation. *“Zealous of good works.” Oh! I tell
you the ‘““good works” will soon follow if this second object be realised;
we shall soon have plenty of worship and praise and thanksgiving,
plenty of prayer and supplication and intercession, plenty of reading
of the Word of God, of meditation, of individual private ministry one
to another, plenty of godly ministry in the assembly, plenty of real
communion with the Father and with the Son and with one another,
plenty of testimony to the world,—plenty of ‘“good works.” Now
comes the purifying One,—the HOLY SPIRIT present in us. Shall we
allow Him to carry out the purpose of the Son? In this scripture there
is the ‘“‘appearing of the grace” and the “appearing of the glory;” and
we are shut up to living this life of faith in the Son of God right between
the two “appearings,” between the appearing of the grace and the
appearing of the glory.

5. 2 Cor. 5. 14-15: Now we are brought to ourselves. '‘The love
of Christ constraineth us”—it leads us to ‘‘judge thus”—it keeps us
taking this view; and here the believer is seen as coinciding with the
object of God, with the object of Christ, in the sacrifice of the Cross,
in forming the same judgment as God has formed, the same judgment
as Christ has formed. And what is it? That that ‘One died for all.”
It has been said, and said rightly too, ‘‘for all His people”” I believe
we might carry it still further and say that one Man died for all men,
and that in a sense God looks upon all men as dead in Christ; hence
there is salvation for all if they would only have it, because there is
One Who has made atonement for all. But, O, how few of the millions
of the human race for whom the one Man died respond to the love of
His heart as He hung on the Cross! Indeed, there are only a few
among God’s people who are ‘“constrained with the love of Christ” .o
take this view of it—‘I see I am a dead man, I never saw it before;
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whatever I was as a sinner, I died in the death of that one Man. This
is my opinion of the subject, a divinely given opinion, a Spirit-imparted
opinion. I judge that if “One died for all” I am among the “all,” and
I died in the death of that one Man.” But more—"'That they which
live should not henceforth live unto themselves”—that is, as the object
of their life—"but unto Him who for their sakes died and rose again.”
Up to the moment that you and I were linked with _hrist, self was the
object of our life; we_felt, thought, spoke and acted for self. “But
(now) unto Him. Have we reached that point? Have we as much
response to the heart of God and the desire of His Son that we take this
view, that the very object for which Christ died was that I should no
longer live to myself but to Him who died for me and rose again?

(To be continued if the Lord will)

The Language of Complacency 5)

W. Harrison Glasgow.

PI—IARISAICAL complacency is .exhibited in several ways in the

Gospels. It is well expressed in the words spoken to the blind
man of John ch. 8, “Thou wast altogether born in sins and dost thou
teach us?” v. 34. They had strong views as to who was or was not
fitted to communicate things to them. The same spirit shines in the
words they used about the blind man’s healer. ‘“How knoweth this
man letters having never learned” John 7. 15. Being without a definite

social or educational environment made one seem in thelr eyes an in-
tellectual or spiritual quack, '

“Who did he think he was? Trying to teach them! The audacity
of it!” Onme can well imagine how offended they were. How easy it
is, nevertheless, to arrive at a point when you imagine you have nothing
to learn. The man who has nothing to learn will learn nothing. Let
him listen to the most capable teacher and hear the weightiest of teach-
ing it makes no difference. His attitude of mind makes the effort of no
avail. May the Lord preserve us all from this!

.. Not far removed from this is the attitude that despises communi-
cations from all but those who have had definite cultural or educational
advantages, Scholarship exercised in the way of Righteousness we
cannot have too much of. But we must avoid extremes. If recognised
scholarship is the only thing capable of instructing us we are forgetting
the Giver of all gifts (Eph. 4. 8), and the power of the Spirit of God.
It is not unknown for one’s ministry to be ineffectual for some who hear
merely because the speaker said “I” instead of “Me”. Billy Bray
once spoke of a preacher whom he described as being *‘strong in gram-
mar but weak in Father.” How we say things is important, but what
we say is more so. Let us avoid missing the good of & man’s matter by
being needlessly offended at his grammar.

The man who received his sight was evidently the Lord’s handiwork
just as Lazarus and others. That gives a man a right to be heard
according to his measure. This man’s testimony was brief and powerful;
but intellectual and spiritual complacency made it impossible for his
testimony to be received. If we are not careful we too shall miss the
good of ministry that has a voice for us today. If a man gives us
the sense can we not overlook a little weakness in the tense, especially
if the tense is not vital to tlie matter under review? The Lord sent
the first of the Apostles to an Italian military captain, Acts 10. ‘He
sent a tent-maker and his wife to an elogquent preacher. Aects 18. 24-26
A’ word to the wise is sufficient.
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THAT WE MIGHT BECOME
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF
GOD IN HIM.

by H. E. MARSOM

Divine purposes in the atoning
.death of Christ revealed to us in
Scripture, and brought before us
by the words “that He might” have
been our subject for some time past;
let us now consider some brought
before us by the words “that we
might,” one of the most wonderful
of which is “Him Who knew no
sinh He made to be sin on our be-
half; that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.”
2 Cor. 5. 21, R.V. The Lord Jesus
Christ is here spoken of by a most
beautiful phrase-title, which He
alone could bear, “Him Who knew
no sin,” Into this unique title we
must put the full significance of
what is taught as to His absolute
holiness in 1 Pet. 1. 19; 2, 22; 1
John 8. 5; John 14. 30; Heb. 4. 15;
7. 26; 9. 14; Isa. 53, 9; and in the
testimonies and statements in Lu.
23. 4, 14, 22, 41, 47; 4. 34. He
alone could fulfil the type in which
the Law required that the sacrifice
should be ‘“without blemish’> Ex
12. 5; Lev, 1. 3, 10. Both the sin-
offering and the trespass-offering
of old were declared to be “most
holy,” Lev. 6. 25; 7. 1. Only He
Who was both “Thine Holy One,”’
and “the Lamb of God,” Psa. 16.
10; John 1. 29 could rightly bear
the title “Him Who knew no sin.”

We must read the solemn, words,
“"He made to be sin on our behalf,”
in the light of the interpretation
in Isa, 53. 6, 10, ‘JEHOVAH hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all
. . . Thou shalt make His Soul an
Offering for sin.” And in the
light of the double type in Lev. 16.
5, “two kids of the goats for a
sin-offering :”" teaching us to con-
sider that these two constituted
‘but ome offering, although two
.anbmals were required to typify the
two-fold truth, on the one hand,
‘the laying on and bearing away of
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sins; on the other, the suffering of
death and the exhausting of the
judgment fire without the camp.
Lev. 16. 21, 22, 27. The words
‘“made to be sin on our behalf.”
like similar ones in Gal. 3.°13,
‘‘heing made a curse for us,” reveal
the awful reality of the infinite
sufferings of the Holy One of God
as the Sin-Offering for us, when
God thus “spared not His Own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all.”
Rom. 8. 32. There was then no
making light of sin, nor the slight-
est mitigation of Divine and right-
eous judgment upon it! Then it
was that “it pleased JEHOVAH to
bruise Him,” and to “put Him to
grief:” for then He bade His
sword awake against His Shepherd,
the Man that was His Fellow; (cf.
Phil. 2. 6. “equal with God”) and
the Good Shepherd was smitten of
GOD and became “Him Whom
Thou hast smitten.” Zech. 13. 7.
Psa. 69. 26. Then He was afflicted
with all the waves and all the
billows of the divine wrath that
lay hard upon Him, as He, "His
Own Self bare our sins, in His
Own Body on the tree.” Psa. 42,
7; 88. 7; 1 Pet. 2, 24,

The amazing wonder of all this
is that it was all “on our behalf,”
actually “for us:” in order that
we positively might become the
righteousness of God in Christ: as
truly as He was made to be sin for
us! That we, who had sinned so
grievously, and who were so great-
ly guilty, might actually be justi-
fied—be reckoned righteous be-
fore God. This justification by
grace is that ‘righteousness of
God,” which is revealed in the Gos-
pel through faith in Jesus Christ:
offered as a gift to all; and put
upon—reckoned to all who believe.
Rom. 1. 17; 3. 21, 22; 5. 17. A
justification effected freely by God
the Justifier, through the redemp-
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‘tion that is in Chrlst Jesus; Rom.

3. 24-26, and reckoned to all “who
believe on Him that raised up Jesus
our Lord from the dead; Who was
delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification.”
Rom. 4. 24, 25. This righteousness
is entirely distinct from  and in-
comparably superior to any at-
tempted righteousness of our own,
by means of works of the law; but
is solely and only “through faith
in Chrit, the righteousness which
is of God by faith:” Phil, 3. 3;
Rom. 9. 32, apart altogether from
the Law, for ‘“‘to him that worketh
not but belleveth on Him that justi-
fieth the ungodly, his faith is reck-
oned for righteousness.” Rom. 3.
21; 4, 5, R.V. This then is that

‘“righteousness of God” which all

who believe become in Christ: for
we must note that it is “in Him”

*

only, that is, in “Him Who knew
no sin,” and Whom God has justi--
fied, shewing Him to be “the Holy
and Righteous One,” by raising
H:m from the dead; and enthroning
Him on the seat that none but the
“Holy One of GOD” could occupy'
Isa. 50, 8; John 16. 8, 10; Psa. 16.
10, 11; Acts 3. 14; 7. .2; 22. 14:
for divine justice could do no other
than ‘“‘justify the Righteous.” Deut.
25. 1; 1 John 2. 1, The believer
who is “now in Christ Jesus,” is
truly “justified in Christ.” Who
was made to be sin on our behalf,
that we might become the right-
eousness of GOD in Him:” “Who
of God is made unto us . . . right-
eousness.” How literally and truly
He is, “The Lord our Righteous-
ness!” Eph, 2. 13; Gal. 2, 17; 1
Cor. 1. 30; Jer. 23. 6

HAVE I DECLINED?

When we first receive the knowledge of life in Christ, we are
absorbed, we readily admit all else to be “dung and dross” (Phil. 3).
But when decline comes in, we get old motives into action again. Little
by little we are not absorbed, and then a hundred things begin to be
motives—things of which we took no notice, which did not act before.
People say “What harm is there in it?”” When 1 begin to enquire,
“What harm is there in this or that?” there is the tendency to decline.
There may be no harm in the thing, but the thought about it shows
‘that I am not absorbed “with that which is heavenly. “Thou hast left

thy first love.” It is not in great sins, but in this, that decline in the
saints is manifest. J. N. Darby.
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BREAKING THE BREAD.

Dear Mr Borland,

In the notes on 1 Cor. 10 by Mr Vine,
he tmakes some staterients which many will
not agree with. In his remarks on the
wards, “The Bread which we break” S]v
16) he says we must take notice of tl e
pranoun “We.”” Then he asserts that “We
means that everyone breaks the bread for
himself. Would Mr Vine be willing to
admit that the pronoun “We" that is used
in reference to the giving of thanks for the
Cup (the Cup which we bless) means an
audible individual giving of thanks for the
Cup? If not, then hig argument. falls to
the grqund. In the giving of thanks for
the Cup, all do it through one. One acts
for all. Does not the same hold true of
the breaking of the bread?

A¢ the mstitution of the Feast Our Lord
broke the loaf before it was passed round.
Are we to assume that He did so because
it had a hard crust and that He was
perfqrming ' a simple act of service on
behalf of the disciples, or did e intend
that act to be symbolic of His Sufferings,
and a pattern for us to follow in our
observance of the Lord’s Supper? I think
it would be well if the Lord’s people read
carefully the records given us by Matt.
Mark and Luke of the institution of the
Supper and interpreted all subsequent rev-
elations on this matter in the light of what

we have there.
T. H. Lyttle.

Mr VINE'S REPLY.
Dear Mr Borland,

Your correspondent, who takes exception
to my setting forth of the passage in 1
Cor. 10 relating to the bread and the cup
of the Lord’s Supper, seems tq imply that
the brother who goes to the table, breaks
the bread, and pours out the wine into a
cup (if it is necessary to do so), is in
some way representing the Lord, and that
in leading the company in giving thanks
he is acting in some cial character.

In the records of the New Testament of
the institution of the Lord’s Supper, there
is_an entire absence of any reference to an
official of any kind, or indeed in any
context. of the marratives. The claim of
the sacredotalist, based upon 1 Cor. 10, 16,
that when it says ‘‘the cup of blessing
which we bless . . . the bread which we
break,’” - that the ‘‘we’ signifies ‘we the
apostles and our successotrs,” is without
foundation.

There is no rule or appointment in
Scripture to the effect that it is necessary
for the brother even to. lead the congre-
gatiqn in thanks, when he breaks the
bread. If he does, he and the congrega-
tion afterwards, each one, gives thanks

both for the bread and for the cup, and
that is plain from the sixteenth verse just
quoted, and the Apostle goes om to say,.
“‘Seeing that we, who are many, are one
bread, one body, for we all partake of the-
one bread.” The *“we” cannot refer to-
officials in verse 16 and to the company in
verse 18. As it refers to the company in
the latter verse, so it must be in the focmer.

If the brother leads the company in
giving thanks, he simply expresses the-
thanksgiving that all feel and desire to-
offer, but the whole company consists of
priests, to the exclusion of any humam
mediator gr medium of any kind. We alf
bless God, we all give thankg to Him,
both for the bread and for the cup.

Your correspondent argues that because
in my notes I mentioned that the brother
who acts at the table is simply acting as
a servant of the saints in preparing for
them Lo partake in_an orderly manner, it
that is the case the Lord was Himself’
perfqrming a simple act of service om
behall of the disciples. This does not '
follow at all. The very argument that:
your correspondent uses shows that he-
believes that such a brother is representing:
or imitating the Lord. It should be under-
stood that this is not the case.

. . you cogently ‘remark, “there are
ritnalists, following the teachings of some-
who wish to put the saints somewhat in
bondage.” As our departed brother Mr-
C. ¥. Hogg rightly said, “it is mnot either -
necessary or seemly that such persoms.
(that is, the company of believers) should’
wait for . . . a minister before they can
break bread . .. When we survey.....
the officialism associated with the Lord’s
Supper . . . we must wonder what con-
nection there can be between what He-
did and what they (such officials) do.”

. E Vine.

Question A...Why s it that in 2 Chr. .
12, 6; 21. 2 and 28. 19 the name °‘Isracl’’
;pggar, where ‘Judah’ apparently ig inten-
eda?’

Answer A, This substitution of the word !
Israel for Judzh is not ‘uncommon in 2.
Chronicles. It may be that as some of
the smaller prophetic books were bunched °
together and referred to under the generic
name of one of the larger - prophets, so,
too, the small section of the nation was
aliuded to under the name of the entire -
twelve tribes. Or it may be that God
intended this having regard to His original

‘thought of the wnity of the nation. In

most of these occurrences restoration is .
in view. Is it that God thus points out
that restoration would be fully complete -
unless there were an ' abolition ' of the -
divis.an of the nation into two parts and .
unification of the whole twelve tribes? ~
E.W.R.



the sun’s light, which is white, but which, when passed
through a prism, divides itself into the three primary
colours~blue, red, and yellow,; in man formed in the’
image of God, composed of spmt soul, and body; and
in other things, all of which, while bearmg witness to
the Triune God, their Maker need to be used with
reverent care.

When Patrick went to preach to the unlettered-
pagans in Ireland, he found great difficulty in making
-clear to them the truth of the’ Trinity. ‘“Are there
three Gods or one?” they asked. Perplexed, he
looked on the ground, picked up a shamrock growing
at his feet, and holding .it up, said: “As there are
three in one and one in three in this little plant, so
is.God.” A very few steps-in the quest of such know-
ledge brings us to the verge of the Infinite and Unknow- .
able, where, not in' irreverent speculation or unboly
scepticism of which the baffled man’ of reason at this
point becomes the victim, but in adoring worship of
the All-wise and All-good God, who thus reveals yet
hides Himself, the devout and longing soul exclaims:
“Lo, these are part of His ways; but how little a
" portion is heard of Him” (Job xxvi. 14).
' (To be continued if the Lord will)

The Lord’s Work and Workers.

SCOTLAND FORTHCOMING (D.V.) Brealey.
VANT, HANTS. ~—Assembly meeting

RENFREW.—Evangelistic Tall, Jan in the legmu Assembly Hall during the

19 ac 3.30. \Im\mnan Conference: past 10 vears is desirous of obtammtz
T. Melville, W. Tack, W. J. Paterson other ypremises, and would negotiate for

A, Nock, R. Lelghton a building of wood or anv other suitable
DAILLY —Specml eﬁ‘ort by D. Bames, material not Jess than 40 x 20 [eet.
. commencing Jan. N Information and fellowship throagh Mr.
KILMARNOCK. —Lhm Hall, Feb. 2, at Erest Jay, ‘“Petros,” Connaught R()a(i
~3.15. C. Magmillan, W. 1. "Whitelaw A. Bellair, Yavant, Hants.

Sharp. CARLISLE.-—Hebron Hall. Jan 1 at 2
ABERDEEN. ——Aq:embl\ IHall, Steveu- and 6, R. Balloch, W. W. Campbell,

ston Street, Y.P. at 7.45. Jan 5 G. Ti. J.Harrison,

German; 12, M. Connell; 19, R. J. Tay- MANCHESTER.—Jan. 1. Messts, Craix

lor; 26, J. Phtlhpq Cuthbertsci, Lacey. ' (G. S. Bowker,
PAISLEY. -—We]lmeadow Hall. Y.P, at 33 P«ul\ Rd., Salfor(l 6). On\\ard I!all

7. Jan. J. Q. Campbell; 19, W, J. Jan. Y. P ally.

Brown; 26 1. Tacey; Feb. 2, A. Bor- ACTON_ne'u'ymead Fall. Y.P. Jan. .

jand, . S. Garrett; Feb. 2, A. T, Webster.
DUNDEE.—-Y.P. ¥ermon Hall, S, Tay CARDIFF—Adamsdown Tail, Jan. 3

Sireet. Jan. 19, E. S. Stephen; Feh. 2, at 3 and 6,15. E. W. Humphreys, W. A,
A. McNeish. . . Norris, T. Rea. Y.P. Rallies at 7. Jan.
KIRKALDY.—Dunnikier Hall. Y.P. Jan. 12, H. L. Ellison; 19, H. P. Barker;
. 19 at 6.30. J. Caldwell 26. R. Mountfort, .
ENGLAND AND WALES (D.V.) LEEDS.—Gospel Hall, renmu Street.
SEAHAM HARBOUR.—Jan. 12 at 6 p.m. Y.P, Jan. 5, R. Gardener; 12, M. Coles:
R. Ogle, ). Mck. Millar. 19, W. A, Bell; 26, G. C. n Howley.
‘LONDON.—Missionary Prayer Meeting, NE,WCASTLE -ON TYNE. —Bethany Hall
: Memorlal Hall, Farrmgdon St. Jan.-30 Park Rd., S.5. Workers. Jan. § at 2.45

and 6. J R. Hill, . Thorp.
N%TTINgHAM ;—%lu(ryb%‘ Hall, Jan. 5,;8 WHfoa‘I‘AlinOE —gorfelm}lau . Harbour
rant; 19t uant, eb. 2/5 n ison.
Elliot: 16 Capt. A’ Per EAST SHEEN. —'%heen Hall, Upper Rich-
LIVERPOOL—~chmn HaH Jan. 26, D), mond Rd.  Y.T. Jan, 12 at 6.30. T



vi
N. Martn.  Feb. v at
J. Goldstein, A. Shulies.
HIGHGATE. —Chalnicley

330 aund o br.

Hall.

Archway

Road, Jan. 12 ar 4 and .30, N,
Hepbury, 17, Parzons,
PLYMOUTH.—Waulseley Gospel Lall.
YOI Jan. 124170 Co WO FD Meliwep.
WALLINGTON —Ross Road ilall.  Y.P.
Jan. 12 ai 0 30, C. AW, Elison.

BURNT OAK..-
ar 330 and i
Llepbum, 17 7 \lnnc\

CHESHAM.- (Hv\]hl Iall, Suaton
V.2 Jan. 26 ac 700 HL Lowmnan.,

THOR]?ITON HEATH.—Clifton Hall, Jan.

W fames.

KINGSWAY --- Lall.

at o YL, Rally.
IRELAND REPORTS

D. WALKER laving
Cregagh Hall, Beliast,

J. STEWART & T. WALLACE being
encouraged with hlessing al Bloombheld.

E. FAIRFIELD continues o Lowa
Windsor, Belast, with blessing.

H BAILEY has hnished i Adam Street

R HAWTHORNE went on o

meetings e Ballywillan

A, 'VI(.SHANE & J. McCRACKEN cun-
llll“\ ||| \(\\ ry \\llll l'l("\\ill‘\’.

T. CAMPBELL havine good meetmpes
Onagh,

E. ALLEN & K. DUFF .aw

\\'n\uh'i'(il.l all, Jan, v
R, R, Guyat, M. K.

Rl

l\mga\\u\
Missionary

‘\1|||| O

good meeting. al

Povivash,
Orany:

satne sived
at o Ballvimagarrick.
COOK -ull having cncouraging wmn-
bers ar Cookstown

D. McKELVEY & W. BUNTING con-

tinue at Granshasv with snuch encour-
agement.
MESSRS. POOTS & PAISLEY =saw

Bollingstown.
having  good nectings

some  saved

F. BINGHAM
Ahoghill,

R. LOVE having mectings at

J. M. DAVIES had good
Londonderry.

D. L. CRAIG & J. HUTCHISON haviug
meetings ar thrunibonoway Qrange Liall

S. W. LEWIS & R. PEACOCK had ~ome
blessing in mectings at Avdstrow.

R. CRAIG finished @t Dungannan  and
startimg at Ballygelly,

ADDRESSES & PERSONALIA.

Garavagh.
mecongs

D. L. CRAIG =:hould uow be addresse:l
o0 Bloomtietd  Rd.,  Belfast,
JAMES LEES has been able w return

should he
home

to Sweden, but
his permanent

addressed
address—o Dal

M

Street, Hamilton, Lanarvkshive, meantime,
D. CAMERON continues to find a ready
response  amoungst  the  children, \H)IIL

professing conversion,  Good neetings
Alontrose Uddingstan and W l\hd\\
during recent months.  Asks prayer for
proposed visits ro Kirkintilloehr and New
Cumnock.

GLASGOW.—Greenview
\hd\\\, Rd.

1adl,  Pollock-
(mu\pmululu' now o Mr,
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NE W ZEALAND-. James ltlarvey,

T°. Lawson, Otago

AU

tible House,

). Widker,
Glisgow,
S. PORTEOUS repurts encouraging meel-

3 Trecioile Ave., Shawlands,

mgs i Norwich,  Tlopes to visn assem-
I»lu\ in N, Ireland carly i the New
Year.
R. ROBERTS i Turonto had 6 weeks
e the Gospel ar Sydney Mines  with
Truit.

NEWBERRY BIBLE wanted (poviable

edition) or O, T. porticeg of same,  Must
be  clean and \\Iult paper. Bidiug
immaterial, R G0 Sharman, 3 Albent
Re., Wellinghore” Norihanis,

Mr. O, C. HARTRIDGE, 113 V\ictoa
S, St Adbans, e, phione 1082, sceks
thoroughly  ellicient secretary-shorthand-
tpist with commercial experience, able
o dake charge in Disoabsence. Also

i juntor for her. Good  remuneration
Juteresung aud varied work o cougen-
ialaunosphere.  Spivitual  assembly
the town,  Grateiul o any iriends re-
commending  alert,  intelligent  young
wormnen. I’:u’\iculzuz\ 1o above please.

‘WITH CHRIST.”
jAM]-.S H. ASTON called [lome

St ﬁ"llltll\ Il] Ills 7 Wlll et alter
g from neurtits - and diabetes
the Lovd o Iudia for abount 2R
vears with hie tate wife, bLur far health
reasons had o returm (o this couuntry,

from
much

where in recent vears fie has heen faith-
Jl}ll\‘ engaced i ovisitation and  ract
distribution. A devoted brother, whose

fragrany niemory remains,
JOHN HARTLEY, Granshaw,
called  Home 20th
victed in
yuuth.

Rathfriland
Nov,, .xgul N3 Con-
carly  life and  saved i bis
Gathered  with the  saints al
and dater ac Banbridge, Glascar,
and, Ballygorian and for the last
ars ar Granshaw. .\ real shepherd,
au open heart and home for the
people, Pre-deceased by his
Mrs, Jennings, a few months

Mc k(ln\ Bunting,
MeCracken  addressed
cempanies  at the  home  and

Foord's
danghter,
Ao, Brethren
Whitton and

Jarge
cemetry,

|)ugl|mu on
Saved in early
Dreghorn

Nav, 24,

life and assoc-

assembly  for
years,  Laid aside for over 20 years.
She ever bore a bright testimony  and
maimained her interest in the Lord's
work ar home and abroad.

HUGH A. DAVIDS, Burlingame, Cal-
iformia, aped 73, n assemblies in
England and U for 30 years. An
active gospel preacher and tracy disirib-
utor, who will be greatly missed. leaves
widow and two sons, all in the assembly.

FRANCIS W, GROVE—(IIL\ILHH, on Dec
2ndd, aged 70, Chesham Ass-

with

lllul

embly, where

¢ cadfastly m

the work as a faithiul averseer.
Mrs, COWIE, Edinburgh, on Oct, 21,
apged N30 \W ulo\\ ol G, Cowie, chemist.

QOver 60 years in dw\t‘llll)ll\‘\‘ latterly at
Bellevue,

K:lmarnnrlr

months 1w any copy, 3/-:

address- --()ne

Magazines not cancelhd will be continued.
831 Bloom

Streert W, Toronto 4.
Avenue N., Fort Dodge, Towa.
309 Castlereagh ‘-meel, Sydney, N.S.\W.
Fdward & Adelaide Sts., Brisbane, Queensiand
Box 74, 484 Main Street, Palmérston Norih,

212 (iem_qc Street, Mimedin,



CHILDREN’S BIBLE STORY BOOKS
STORIES OF

JOSEPLk!

RETOLD

Containing 32 pages, 17 Line Draw-
ings and 3 Coloured Plate.

STORIES OF

MOSES

THE DELIVERER

Containing 36 pages, with many
Line Blocks and 4 Coloured Plates.

Botl of the Above

Written by VIOLET YOUNG, illustrated by M. L. Parker.
Prl('e 3/6 ecwh (by post 3/10)

FOR DIRFCT SUNDAY SCHOOL ORDERS ONLY

REWARD BOOKS. Owing to the limitation of supplies we are obliged
to make the following limited offer to our regular Sunday School
Customers, who should communi(:atc their requirements direct and early.
We can offer:

Royal Road Stories (4 titles) - t/-
Treasury Storics (2 titles) - 3/6
Dux Series (2 Litles) - 2/-
Watlchman Painting Book (6 titles) 1/-
Little Hand Painting Book (2 titles) 1.d
These Books are suitable for hoth Bovs and Girls.
SHEETS OF

TICKETS

NINE DIFFERENT SUBJECTS.

Paths of Peace, (Landscape and Floral).
Pleasant Pastures. v

Gospel Chimes. ”
Precious Pearls. "

Peaceful Days. »

Love and Care, ”

Love and Mercy. (Bible Pictures).
Seeking and Saving. »
Fearless and Faithful. "

Sd. each (including tax)

IOHN RITCHIE Ltd. PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS, KILMARNOCK, SCOTLAND
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. WATCHMAN
: PICTURE
PAINTING
BOOKS

Scriptural Pictures
and Outline Texts

This excellent serics of Painting
Books contains Biblical Pictures
that are Scriptural in every detail.
An excellent gift for Christmas or
Sunday School Prize-giving.

Six kinds:
DUNGEON TO PALACE
GREAT FOR GOD
GUARDED AND GUIDED
VALIANT THROUGH FAITH
SEEKING AND SAVING
TRIED YET TRIUMPHANT

1 - each (by post 1,/2).

““Little Hands’’ Painting Books

Three Jdifferent. Midget Painting
Books, containing 16 pages each
(printed only one side) of Bible
Texts and Pictures. Can be divid-
ed by Sunday School Teachers if 4_l_d h
necessary and given to Scholars 2 » eac
for competitions.

THREE DIFFERENT.

Scripture Bookmarks

|2 different pictures with Gospel Texts, corded.
118 per dozen (incl. Tax).

|
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BOOKS WORTH READING

. EGYPT to CANAAN
by John Ritchie.
3/- (by post 3/4) . . T~

=

FEASTS of JEHOVAH ’ - AR

by John Ritchie.
2/6 (byv post 2/10)

OUR LORD'S MIRACLES AND
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by W. W. Fereday.

3/3 (by post 3/7)
SOLOMON AND HIS TEMPLE.
by W. W. Fereday.

3/3 (by post 3/7)
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MAN.,
by W. W. Fereday.
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GOD AND THE NATIONS.
by Harry Lacey.
5/6 (hy post 5/10)

TTx |
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STUDIES IN BIBLE DOCTRINE r_,,_~—~f."’"('
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by 8. Chafer.
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AFRICA. by Dugald Cwmpbell.
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FoundationTruths b y John Ritchie

The Triune God

FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT

TRINITY ACTING IN UNITY."
N Creation.—"“In (the) beginning God created the
heaven and the earth” (Gen. i. 1). The word
“God” is Elohim, the plural of “Eloah,” the object of
worship-—*“created,” brought into existence, out of
nothing, ‘‘the heaven and the earth.” Thus, in the
eternal past, “in begiuning,” long before the clock of
time was set agoing, the Eternal, Triune God-—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit-—-co-existed and acted in unity
in the work of creation. Such is the first sentence of
the Book of God: the truth it teaches runs through-it

to the end.

In the Word, the original creation is attributed
alike to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (see Rev. iv. 11;
John i. 3; Psa. civ. 30). It is of the Father, throagh
the Son, by the Spirit. Originated with the Father,
accomplished through the Son, effected by the Spirit,
each acting unitedly and harmoniously.  Thus the
Divine purpose and way are perfect, as are their
execution. In verse 3 where reconstruction of the
ruined earth as an abode for man is in view, the Spirit
personally is seen moving (see Deut. xxxii. 11 for same
word), or fluttering over the dark, chaotic mass, fore-
shadowing His work of awakening, conviction, and
regeneration in fallen man, while light and life are
produced through the word (2 Cor, iv. 6). Although
not distinctively the subject of Old Testament reve-
lation, the Personality and operations of the Son (see
Num. xxxii. 32; Isa. Ixiii. 9; Mal. iii. 1) and the Spirit
are fully recognised (Isa. xlviii. 16; Ixi. 1), while in the
New Testament the full manifestations, inter-relations
harmonious actings, and dispensational workings of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are clearly announced and
distinguished.

In the Baptismal formula of Matt. xxviii. 18, “bap-
tising them into the Name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost;” in the Apostolic benediction of 2
Cor. xiii. 14; and the Apocalyptic greeting of Revela-
tion i. 4-6, the Triune God in all diversity, equality,
and Deity is fully recognised—Divine honour and
Deity being here, as elsewhere, ascribed to each (Rom.
ix. 5; Heb. i. 8; Acts v. 3, 4). The Son claims equality
and unity (John x. 30} with the Father (John v. 20),
and the Word proclaims (John i. 1) His eternity,
equality, and Divine Personality. Yet, in relation, the
Son is Filial as well as Divine. Eternally the Son,



before all worlds, co-existent with the Father (John
xvii. 5, 24; with Prov. viii. 22-31), His “well-beloved”
(Mark xii. 6), in whom He was “well pleased” (Matt.
iii. 17). He who did not “become,” but eternally was
the only begotten in the bosom of the Father (John i.
18), was “sent forth” (Gal. iv. 4) to do the Father’'s
will (John iv. 34), not less Divine, yet subordinate to
Him, doing nothing of Himself (John v. 19). In this
respect alone is the Father said to be ‘“‘greater” than
the Son (John xiv. 28), and the Son ‘“subject” to the
Father (1 Cor. xv. 24, 28), not in essential, but in
economic, filial, and dispensational relations.

N INCARNATION, Trinity is seen again acting in
unity. “God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son” (John iii. 16), and He, who ever
was in “the form of God,” of His own will took upon
Him the bondservant’s form, saying, “Lo, 1 come to
do Thy will, O God” (Heb. x. 9). In a body “prepared”
by the Father, and by the Spirit formed (Luke i. 35),
“God sent forth His Son, made of 2 woman” (Gal. iv.
4), in His Divine Personality, the Son of God, ever God
and Man, two natures in one Person, always Divine,
yet ever perfect Man.

N SERVICE.—At His baptism in Jordan, the Son
, obeys, the Father speaks from the open heavens,
and the Spirit in dove-like form descends (Matt. iii.
16-17) ; while throughout His public ministry the Son
ever had the Father with Him (John viii. 29), and did
all His mighty works by the Spirit (Matt. xii. 28).

N REDEMPTION.—God the Father, is said to be the

Originator of the scheme of redemption, the Giver
and Sender of the Son; the Son accomplishes, as Sacri-
fice, Redeemer, Saviour; and the Spirit bears witness
to the completeness of that work. (Heb. x. 17). The
three Persons of the Godhead, in one sublime state-
ment of the Sacred Word, are each mentioned as
present at and sharing in the great work of Calvary,
when “He (the Son), through the Eternal Spirit,
offered Himself without spot to God” (Heb. ix. 14).

N SALVATION, the election, choice, and call of the

saved-is ascribed to God the Father (Eph. i. 4;
1 Peter i. 2; Romans vii. 28); their redemption, jus-
tification, and peace to the work of the Son (Eph. i.
7, Acts xiii. 39; Eph. ii. 13) ; their regeneration, sanc-
tification, and transformation to the Holy Spirit (John
ii. 5; 1 Pet. i. 2; 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18). The threefold
parable of Luke xv., in which the shepherd goes after
the wandering sheep, the woman searches for the lost

(continued on page v. of cover)
-



Che Eliristian ?an%

By THE EDITOR

(1) The Historical Background,

"I"HE Christian Faith claims to satisfy the deepest needs of the
. heart, to stir the affections to adoration and worship, and to
be a revelation universally applicable. For many centuries men and
women of all classes and in almost every country have embraced its
tenets, .not simply because they are contained in church creeds to
wmch in some cases adherents must subdctibe, but because they
are believed to be historically true, and morally and emotionally
satisfying. “The claim of the Christian doctrine to be revealed religious
truth is based, no doubt in part upon historical considerations .
supported by empirical evidence . . . (which) embraces such matters
as the effects of the acceptance of Christianity upon the conduct of
human beings in the past, (and) the place of Christian belief in men’s
lives in the present.” That is Professor Joad's manner of stating
the Christian’s attitude to his faith*. However subtle might be the meta-
physical argument for the appearance of ‘“‘Christian beliefs” at a certain
point in the evolution of the world's religious experience, they could
be of no convincing value and would not for long withstand the aggres-
glonsg of anti-Christian attacks, if these arguments were not maintained
by solid verifiable facts. I-Iistorica.l event and reasoned faith musat
move together as inseparable companions. That our Christian Faith
has been able to survive onslaughts of all kinds—physical and intellect-
ual, of reasoning unbelief and of sneering infidelity—goes a long way
to convince the unpredjudiced seeker for truth that it is founded on
tHe impregnable rock of authenticated history. He may not accept
all it implies, but he will not deny its historical nature.

l'l‘ is easy for the critic who does not wish to be disturbed from his

complacent unbelief to make assertion of denial without staying
to consider all that his denial involves. It would mean, in this case,
the refusal to accept the witness of acknowledged fact. Here then,
is our first reason Yor accepting the Christian Faith, our first Hne of
defence--its genuine historical background, The argument can follow
three directions—historical buildings a historical Book and a historical
Person. A threefold cord is not easily broken,

IN every country where the Christian Faith is accepted there are

numerous buildings whose architecture marks them off into a cate-
gory of their own. Thelr existence is a challenge to investigation. The
Pasteur Institute in Paris has its roots in the life-story of Louis Pasteut.
The mansion ‘of Abbotsford cannot be dissociated from the history of
the Romantic Revival and the genius of Sir Walter Scott. These
churches, cathedrals, abbeys and monastries bear the same kind of
evidence. Extensive study of ecclesiastical architecture would take our
investigations back almost twenty centuries, in the course of which it
would be necessary to visit many lands, in the New Wor.! and in the
0ld World, but especially those round the Mediterranean Sea. There
would be found ruins of small unimpressive . dimensions, remains of
ancient piles still grand in their desolation, and more modern buildings
of awe-inspiring structure.. Even in Britain it would be possible teo
visit the Candida Casa near Whithorn in the south of Scotland and
mingle in imagination with events of the fourth century, A.D, or the
isle of Iona and watch with interest the arrival in the sixth century
of Columba from Ire'and and see the erection of the primitive relgious
cells which preceded more permanent and pretentious structures.

; * In “God and Evil.”



before all worlds, co-existent with' the Father (John
xvii. 5, 24; with Prov. viii. 22-31), His “well-beloved”
(Mark xii. 6),-in whom He was “well pleased” (Matt.
iii. 17). He who did not “become,” but eternally was
the only begotten in the bosom of the Father (John i.
18), was “sent forth” (Gal. iv. 4) to do the Father’s
will (John iv. 34), not less Divine, yet subordinate to
Him, doing nothmg of Himself (John v. 19). In this
respect alone is the Father said to be ‘“greater” than
the Son (John xiv. 28), and the Son ‘“subject” to the
Father (1 Cor. xv. 24, 28), not in essential,r but in
economic, filial, and dispensational relations.

N INCARNATION, Trinity is seen again acting in

unity. -“God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son” (John iii. 16), and He, who ever
was in “the form of God,” of His own will took upon
Him the bondservant’s form, saying, “Lo, I come to
do Thy will, O God"” (Heb. x. 9). In a body “prepared”
by the Father, and by the Spirit formed (Luke i.’35),
“God sent forth His Son, made 6f a woman” (Gal. iv.
4), in His Divine Personality, the Son of God, ever God
and Man, two natures in one Person, always Divine,
yet.ever perfect Man,

N SERVICE.—At His baptism in Jordan, the Son
) obeys, the Father speaks from the open heavens,
and the Spirit in dove-like form descends (Matt. iii.
16-17) ; while throughout His public ministry the Son
ever had the Father with Him (John viii. 29), and did
all His mighty works by the Spirit (Matt. xii, 28). |

N REDEMPTION —God the Father, is said to be the

Originator of the scheme of redemption, the Giver
and Sender of the Son; the Son accomplishes, as Sacri-
fice, Redeemer, Sav1our and the Spirit bears withess
to the completeness of that work. (Heb. x. 17). The
three Persons of the Godhead, in one sublime state-
ment of the Sacred Word, -are each mentioned as
present at and sharing in the great work of Calvary,
when “He (the Son), through the Eternal Spirit,
offered Himself without spot to God” (Heb. ix. 14).

N SALVATION, the election, choice; and call of the

saved-is aseribed to God the Father (Eph. i. 4;
1 Peter i. 2; Romans vii. 28); their redemption, jus-
tification, and peace to the work of the Son (Eph. i.
7; Acts xiii. 39; Eph. ii. 13); their regeneration, sanc-
tification, and transformation to the Holy Spirit (John
iii. 5; 1 Pet. i. 2; 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18). The threefold
parable of Luke xv., in which the shepherd goes after
the wandering sheep, the woman searches for the lost

(continued on page v. of cover) .
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By THE EDITOR

(1) The Historical Background.

’I"HE Christian Faith claims to satisfy the deepest needs of the
heart, to stir the affections to adoration and worship, and to
be a revelation universally applicable. For many centuries men and
women of all classes and in almost every country have embraced its
tenets, .not simply because they are contained in church creeds to
which in some cases adherents must subscribe, but because they
are believed - to be historically true, and morally and emotionally
satisfying. ‘“The claim of the Christian doctrine to be revealed religious
truth is based, no doubt in part upon historical considerations . . . .
supported by emplrlcal evidence . . . (which) embraces such matters
as the effects of the acceptance of Christia.nlty upon the conduct of
human beings in the past, (and) the place of Christian belief in men’'s
ltves in the present.” That is Professor Joad’s manner of stating
the Christian’s attitude to his faith®. However subtle might be the meta-
physical argument for the appearance of “Christian beliefs” at a certain
point in the evolution of the world’s religious experience, they could
be of no convincing value and would not for 1ong withstand the aggres-
slons of anti-Christian attacks, if these arguments were not maintained
by solid verifiable facts. Historical event and reasoned faith must
move together as inseparable companions. That our Christian Faith
has been able to survive onslaughts of all kinds—physical and intellect-
ual, of reasoning unbelief and of sneering infidelity—goes a long way
to convince the unpredjudiced seeker for truth that it 1s founded on
te impregnable rock of authenticated history. He may not accept
all it implies, but he will not deny its historical nature.

T is eagy for the critic who does not wish to be disturbed from his

complacent unbelief to make assertion of denial without staying
to consider all that his denial involves. It would mean, in this case,
the refusal to accept the witness of acknowledged fact. Here, then,
is our first reason Tor accepting the Christian Faith, our first line of
defence~-its genuine historica) background. The argument can follow
three directions—historical buildings, a historical Book and a historical
Person A threefold cord is not ea.bﬂy broken.

N every country where the Christian Faith is accepted there ar»
numerous buildings whose architecture marks them off into a cate-
gory of their own. Their existence is a challenge to investigation. The
Pasteur Institute in Paris hag its roots in the life-story of Louis Pasteut.
‘The mansion ‘of Abbotsford cannot be dissociated from the history of
the Romantic Revival and the genius of Sir Walter Scott. These
churches, cathedrals, abbeya and monastries bear the same kind of
evidence., Extensive study of ecclesiastical architecture would take our
investigations back almost twenty centuries, in the course of which it
would be necessary to visit many lands, in ‘the New Wori2 and in tihe
'01d World, but especially those round the Mediterranean Sea. There
would be found ruing of small unimpressive dimensions, remains of
anclent piles still grand in their desolation, and more modern buildings
of awe-inspiring structure.. Even in Britain it would be posaible to
visit the Candida Casa near Whithorn in the south of Scotland and
mingle in imagination with events of the fourth century, A.D, or the
“igle of Iona and watch with interest the arrival in the sixth centux'y
of Columba from Iré'and and see the erection of the primitive religious
'célls which preceded more permanent and pretentious structures,
* In “God and Evil.”




18 X The Believer’'s Magazine.

{CROSS North Africa would be found numerous ruins of bulldings
of “The Vanighed Church” which had succumbed in the seventh
century to the destructive fanaticism of Moslem warriors. In Europe
oyr investigations would take.us to the vast edifices.of Notre Dame
in Paris, the Cathedral in Cologne, St, Peter's in Rome and buildings
almost as noteworthy in Venice, Milan or even Ravenna. In- Rome,
amidst a bewlildering display of architectural magnificence, curiosity
would take us to the most primitive of ‘churches,” to the catacombs—
sanctuaries and sepulchres—and there would be touched historical fact
of the very first century of Christian testimony. Beyond. that time
would be found relics of Pagan Rome; and the conclusion would inev-
itably be reached that some event must have taken place to introduce
changes of such moment as to affect all the lands between Alexandria
and Iona. ’

OREOVER, if in spirit we could catch the age-long transactions
LVl jn these and other buildings we should discover that the peoples
‘whe had frequented them had performed similar rites, had sung sim-
Jlar hymns, and had listened to readings from the same kind of Book,
‘Stamped upon atmosphere and service would be the impression that the
‘important matters referred to had their roots in Incontrovertible his-
torical occurrences. These buildings, whatever else they may mean,
whatever interpretation may be put upon services conducted therein,
are incontestible evidence that the Christian Faith derives its significance
from actual events assoclated with the first century of our era. The
opponent of our Faith has a difficult task to explain away the substant-
‘ja] proof existing in the masonry of two thousand years. .

UR second line of argument is. that the Christian Faith 1s insepar-
ably associated with a historical Book, the New Testament, whose
origin can be traced back to a time ng later than one century from the
events recorded therein. It stands, by common consent, alone within
the realm of literature. The Gospels and the Acts, i.e. the historical,
non-doctrinal portions of this Book, are now acknowledged to be genuine
productions. completed in the earlier years of the second half of the
first century.” The much dis¢ussed John's Gospel may be an exception,
but there are scho'ars who would place it much earlier than 80 A.D.
The Epistles, particular'y the Pauline ones contain indirect references
from which a substantial life of Christ can be pieced together; corrohor-
ated by and not contradicting the more explicit declarations of the
.Gospel narratives, o ) :

,RESEARCH in schools of modernistic tendency, and criticism emanat-
- ing from rationa'istic German colleges have done their utmost
.to discredit many of the separate books and to prove that they are
spurious composition of dates no earlier than the middle second century,
but competent scholarship is being forced to recognised that it is becom-
Ing exceedingly difficult to maintain the demand for the later dates in
face of the accumulating' evidence for the earller ones. The Chester
‘Beatty papyri and the papyrus fragment in the John Rylands L brary,
Manchester, ‘support other inteérnal evi@ence -that the four Gosnels
ag we have them -are almost contemporaneous with the events they
record, Today, ‘as perhaps at no time since the critic assumed the
rOle of destroyer, the :authénticity and integrity of the New Testament
have been firmly settled anad :conviction that the Gospels are - genuine
and authorative is growing amongst scholars who have studied the
various aspects of the numerous problems connected Wwith the manu-
scripts. Harnack's pronouncement in 1897 is being more than’ just(-
fied in our generation: “in all main points and in most details the
earliest literature of the Church, is, from a literary-historical point of
view, trustworthy and dependable.”
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.”OTES ON 1 CORINTHIANS
* . by W. E VINE, M.A.

Chapter XI
Introductory Note,

Chapters 11 to 14 relate again as in the first seven chapters to
matters of the life and testimony of the local church itself. In chapter
11 the Apostle first deals with the relative position of men and women
in the assembly and what makes for the recognition of the honour of
Christ. Passing from the general to the particular he leads on to
matters relating to their actual gatherings and therefore to that which
‘{8 of primary importance, namely, the  gathering to partake of the
Lord’s Supper. Other details regarding church assemblings are raken
up in subsequent chapters.

Verse 2,

Now I praise you that ye remember me in all things, and hold
fast the traditions, even us I delivered them to you.-—the Apostle again
prefaces his correction of disorders by rccording his pleasure regarding
matters for which he can bestow praise; cp. 1. 4 to 7. Such preliminaries
ever add cogency to the treatment of matters of delinquency Where
pra.ise can be bestowed it is well to begin by giving it.

The “traditions” consisted of apostolic teaching concerning be-
lievers in their assembly capacity (ep. 2 Thess. 2. 15 where the worgd is
used of Christian doctrine in general). The word has a wider scope

‘“ordinances” (as in the A.V.). The definite article used with the
word here shows that these were of apostolic duthority in general
for all the’ churches.

Verse 3.

" But I would h(we you know,—suggesting that. what he was about
to ~say was something additional to what he had delivered to t

that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the wo n

i§ thei inan;—the subject of the Headship of Christ here differs from that
in. phesians and Colossians, where not only is His relationship to the’
whole Church in view but vital union with Fim and His maintensrice
of its spiritual life. Here His Headship is conﬁned to His authority ahd
supremacy and direction over the individual. ‘' While Christ is :the
Head of all believers.(and ‘only believers are referred to), the subject
with which the Apostle is. dealing involves the distinction betwéen the
man and the woman, by reason of the cireumstances of their differing
creation.
. Agdin, whlle the woman, as a believer is- under the -authority of
Christ, yet in. relative posﬂ:ion to the man he'‘is her- head, for “the
woman 1s the glory of the man” (v. 5). This ig true in the relationnhlp
of husband and wife (Col. 8, 18 and 1 Pet. 3. 1), but the special applica-
tion here has reference to the assembly (cp. Tim, 2. 11, 12). Adam was
intended to hold heéadship directly from His Maker. The realisation
of that was lost .through sin. It could be renewed only through faith on.
the ground of the atoning sacrifice of Christ. Therefore the implication
in this statement is as to the relation between Christ and ‘every man in
the assembly. The believing man acts in. his capacity as “the ima.ge
a.nd glary of God” (ver, 7).

. and the head of Christ is God.—the reason for the mention of thm
hlghest order of supremacy is not merely to state a fact of ‘doctrine,
but to present the great pattern of authority and" gubjection exhibited

in this Divine relation, as having a bearing on the practical realisafion
of the preceding headships What is an essential fact in the Godhead



20 The Believer’s Magazine.

was perfectly ‘manifested in Christ’s obedience to the Father in the
days of His flesh. ‘I seek not Mine own will,” He said, “but the will
of Him that sent Me” (John 5. 30), and “I do always the things that
are pleasing to Him” (8. 29); cp. 4. 34; 6. 57; Rom. 15: 3; Phil: 2: 8;
Heb. 5. 8; and for the future see 1 Cor. 15. 28, where Christ is spoken
of as the :Son, . There is not the slightest intimation that Christ is
distinct from God in point of Deity because God is the Head of Christ,
The distinction is between the Father and the Son, but both are essen-
tially one in the Godhead, as Scripture abundantly testifies.
Verse 4.

Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dis-
honoureth his head.—The physical head is that part of his body whicn
the Spirit of God has indicated in Scripture as the symbol both of the
Headship or authority of Christ over the man, and that of Christ over
His Body the Church. To have the head covered is therefore a dishonour
to Christ.

Among the Jews the heads of the men were covered in the syna-
gogue. Among the Greeks both men and women were uncovered. The
testimony of the asgembly in this respect was therefore incidentsally::
a token of separation from unbelievers both Jews and Gentiles. )

Fundamentals. -

The PRIESTHOOD o BELIEVERS

by J. R. STEPHEN, Aberdeen.

PRIESTLY CONDITIONS.

The priestly family when washed were clothed with their garments.
for glory and beauty, “Wheti‘a bellever submits to the call of God in
the Gospel, in view.qf ,tguemg within the veil as a worshipper he must be
suitably attired for-the occasion. From whence does he acquire his
fitness? He is designated ‘“Elect of God, holy and beloved.” Surely
this is sufficient! Holy priests must be arrayed in holy garments.
Priestly provision in this respect is a charge upon our God. Righteous- .
ness is the first adornment:—"Let thy priests be clothed with right-
edusness.”  Salvatioh is a further beautific. “I will also clothe her
priests with salvation” (Psalm 132), Righteouness and salvation:
“Decked as a priest”(Isa. 61. 10, margin). What an ample vestment!

The anointing oil was a special compound of aromatic spices lo
be used in the consecratiom of the priests. “Upon man’'s (Adam's)
flesh it shall not be poured.” Their garments were sprinkled with this
holy compound. ‘“All thy garments smell of myrrh and aloes and
cassia.”” (Psalm 45) Said one servant of Christ to another &s he in-
vited his friend to share the worlk with him:—“Come and bring the
fragrance of the bundle of myrrh with you.” This invitation was given
many years ago and both have long since entered into their rest. Yes,
that holy aroma. ig carried in person by men who walk with Ged. .. -

.-CLEAN AND SERVICEABLE )

In John 17 our blessed Lord in speaking to the Father could breathe:
these desires, having His own in mind :—"Sanctify them.threugh the
truth: Thy word is truth.” Sanctification lies at the threshold of all
service for God.  Only clean vessels are servicegble‘tq. Himt. The
folly of man may decree otherwise. Jeroboam ‘‘made priests of the
lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi” (1 Kings
12. 31). Human expediency determined the issue. :

A
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While the first covenant stood, admission to the Holiest was without
the limits of the priest’s service. Beyond the second veil he dared
not venture: the way in was not yet made manifest. The effulgent
glory of Him who dwelt between the cherubim forbade an entrance
Only the High Priest could enter, and that but ence a year with the
blood of the sin-offering on the Great Day of Atonement. That sacred
spot was not open to any other human eye.*

Under the New Covenant, Heb. 10. 19-22 invites our approach: the
new and living way, by the rending of the veil, stands wide open: the
-blood of Jesus has secured an entrance for us and beckons us to draw
near. )

Why stand ye then without in fear,
The blood of Christ invites you near?

FUNCTIONING PRIESTS.

The first day of the week is a“high day for this sanctified company.
Lifting up consecrated hands, filled for the occasion, they tell in God
the Father's ear some of the excellencies of His Son. His Person,
His woérk, His glory, commands their attention. The Father has long
been seeking worshippers: here He finds them. With what jealous
regard the Spirit would lead in that devotion! Heaven is brought
near to men. The Father is glorified in the Son.

In the assembly, for faith the moral distance between heaven and
earth has been shortened. At that moment to our vision there is
spread out before us the choicest of heaven's treasures. We are in
perfect accord with its song and story: able even now to join in its full
‘acclamation—“Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sins
in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and
His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ‘ever” Amen
(Rev. 1, 5-6).

Such then is the priesthood of believers in which all saints are
called to share,

"Moses may have been an exception to this.
» ® »

.REVIEWS

HOLD THE FAITH.—by Gordon Harman. A series of “Study Notes”
on and introduction to Mark’s Gospel, The Acts, Galatians James;
Ephesians, 1 Peter, 1 John. Very suitable for study circles. LV.k.
39 Bedford Square, London, W.Cil. One shilling. '

THE EVANGELICAL F’AITH —by John Shearer, M.A. Twelve short,
concise chapters, restating the “Evangelistic _posltdon as opposed tc
‘the modernist trend in all denominations. Suitable for beginners and
‘others. 6d. by post 7d. From the author, 49 Kensington Drive,
Bearsden, Glasgow.

* » ]

The Saviour of all Men.

The Apostle had been showing how little profit there is in bodily
_exercise, whereas godliness is valuable in all things, having the promise
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. This he pronounces
a faithful word and worthy of all acceptation: the reason appears in our
verge. . For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach (painfully
ag it may be for the present), because our settled hope is in the living
God, who is the preserver of all men, specially of the faithful. The
question here is of His preserving care, and not of salvation only;
and this the apostle shows to be most true of those who are most tried

by reason of their faithfulness (1 Timothy 4).
—Bible Witness and Review.
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%ﬁe Promise and Lertainty
. RODGERS. Of His Coming.

HERE IS 'I‘I-IE PROMISE OF HIS (the Lord’s) COMING?” is

the question attributed to the last day scoffers of 2 Pet. 3. From
the context it seems clear that what they mean is, What signs are theré
that this promise will ever be fulfilled? But let us tatke their question
literally, and endeavour to reply to it, not by looking for external tokens,
the real significance of which might be doubted, but by turning to
the Word of Truth itself, and searching for the Promise there.

In doing so we will for the moment ignore passages conce'ming
which doubt might also be entertained as to whether they refer to the
Coming or to something else even though to the Spirit-taught mind
they might be plain enough. We shall endeavour to bring forward
only those in connection with which any questioning as to their applic-
ation is altogether unreasonable; and of such the chief are perhaps
John 14, 1-3: 1 Thess. 4. 13-18; Heb. 10, 35-37; and Rev: 22: 7, 12, 20:
In all of these the Promise is given clearly and distinctly, in the first
and last of them by our Lord Himself, and in the intervening two by
His inspired apostle.

'BIBLE METHODS.

As we read them we mdy notice that there is in each case a con-
textual reason for the introduction of the Promise. In that respect
the Word of God is very different from books of “Systematic Theology,”
or “Confessions of Faith,” or ‘“Articles of Religion.” All these have
their doctrines set out in what their authors conceive to be a regular
order, one after the other like plates on a kitchen sideboard. If they
bnng in the Coming of the Lord at all, which is seldom the case, il
is neatly placed at or near the end of the row. But in the Scriplures
even the grandest and most important of truths are introduced without
any formality in the midst of exhortations, or of messages of comfort
or warning. Seldom, t00, is it that théy are dealt with exhaustively in
any one passage, but we must glean a little here and a little there
as we search our Bibles, that by putting all together we may obtain,
with a measure of fulness the mind of God with regard to the doctrine
in question. This is just as it should be, for God’s Book is not a college
text book, nor are its doctrines given to fill our heads with knowlfedg’e,
but to reach and to establish our hearts. .

PROMISE AND INDUCEMENT.

In John 14 the Promige is brought in to encourage the disciples
in view of the fact that Jesus was going away from them. In 1 Thess, 4
it is similarly introduced to comfort those whose Christian friends
had been taken from them by death. In Heb. 10 it is set forth
as an inducement to patient continuance In their testimony for God.
AngI in Rev. 22 it forms our Lord's thrice repeated closing message
to His own.

In keeping with these differences of connection, and in consequence
of them, varying aspects of the Promise are emphasised in each pas-
sage. In John 14 it is pointed out that His coming is to receive them
UNTO HIMSELF, that where He is there they may be also. In 1 Thess. 4
the fact is stressed that they will then be reunited to their ‘‘dead
in Christ.”: Heb, 10 brings into prominence that it is only for “A
LITTLE WHILE” they have to wait, and that He “will not tarry.”
Lastly, Rev, 22 introduces in turn the Blessing at His coming (v. 7),
the Reward at His coming (v. 12), and finally HIMSELF (v. 20).
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All these aspects of His “exceeding great and precious” Promise
-are most important, yet after all they are but a few of the many way=
in which it is presented to us in the Scriptures, with the object of
stirring’ our hearts in expectation and exercising our consciences iIn.

view of it.
THE CERTAINTY.

As to the CERTAINTY of His coming there ca.n of course be no
doubt in the minds of those who bow to and believe His Word, but
it 1s a remarkable fact that more emphasis is thrown into the state-
ments made in connection with this truth than is the case with almost
any other contained in God’s Book. It is as though He has provided
beforehand against all doubts and cavils regarding it.

Let us, for example, notice how true this is of the four great pas-
sages upon which we have been dwelling. -

In John 14 the Lord begins with “If I go away I will comse,” thus
asserting that the one fact was as certain as the other, Has He gone
away? He surely has. Then He will just as certainly come again.
Notice, too, ‘how it is in the same connection that we have the twice
repeated ‘“Believe . believe” of v. 1, as well as the “If it were not
so I would have told you" of v. 2,

PROMISE . AND FAITH.

In 1 Thess. 4 the apostle starts off somewhat similarly with an
“if” and a “believe.” He says, “If we believe that Jesus died and rose
again,” thus making the Coming and the reunions with our saved
dead as sure as the very Gospel testlmony upon which all our redemption
is based.

Turning to Heb, 10, what could be more emphatic than the manner
In which the Promise is here stated, “He that shall come WILL come,
and will not tarry.” And here too, the oft-quoted and important
statement “The just shalp live by faith” 1is immediately appended, as
if to say that the Promise is a part of the very faith by which we itve.

Lestly, in the end of the Revelation, where we have the threefold.
"I come quickly,” we have &lso, in connection with these and other
prophecies of the future therein contained, a threefold affirmation of
their truth:—-

Ch. 19, 9. “These are the true sayings of God.”
"'Ch, 21. 5. “These words are true and faithful.”
Ch. 22, 6. “These sayings are faithful and true.”

And as though to crown all, and leave no shadow of doubt, the final
repetition of the Promise is "“SURELY, T come quickly.”

Faced with all this, we may well with our brother Peter, tell the
scoffers that “The Lord is not siack concerning His Promise,” and pray
with our brother John, “AMEN: EVEN SO COME LORD JESUS.”

#I am looking for the Coming
Of the Lord who died for me.
Oh, His words have thrilled my spirit,
‘T will come again for thee.
I can almost hear His footfall
On the threshold of the ‘door;
And my heart, my heart is longing
To be with Him evermore.”

“He who does not submit to the word of God thereby shows himself-
to be a rebel against God.”

“One good sign of growth in grace is that I become as rigorous
‘with myself as I used to be with others, and as lenient with others
as I used to be with myself.”
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The Boly Spivit in Worship.

H. K. Downie, U.S.A.

'I’I-IE essential dmerence between worship and ministry is that, in
the one man speaks to God, and, in the other, God speaks to
man. The first requires a greater degree of spirituality than the
other which may account for the apparently low standard of worship
in the assemblies of God’s people. It will be generally admitted that
there is room for a great deal of improvement in the worship and devot-
ional side of things. It would be folly to attempt to deny that many
of our Lord’s Day morning meetings are not the seasons of worsh.ip
and thanksgiving which they ought to be. We have plenty of hymn
singing and prayer and even ministry but, alas! the spirit of true
worship seems to be lacking in many of those spiritual exercises.

What is the root cause of such a condition of things? 1Is it not
because we fall to understand clearly what the leading of the Spirit
really is and means? Is it not because wé don’t know how to distinguish
between that which is of the flesh and that which is of the Spirit in
ourselves. There are two principles of thought and feeling and action
in every one of us, and the part, we take in the assemblies of the saints
may flow from one or other of these sources. It is of the utmost
importance that we judge ourselves as to this.

LIBERTY.

The “open” meeting does not warrant anyone taking part simply
because he feels “led” to do so: It is an easy matter for those who
can read to give out a hymn and read the Scriptures, but to give out
a hymn which really embodies and expreses®he worship of the saints
can only be done under the ‘guidance of the Holy Spirit and requires
considerable exercise of heart and mind before the Lord. We must care-
fully guard ourselves against the spirit of restless activity which
is a marked feature of our modern way of living and strenuously resist
the temptation to take part in the meeting for the mere sake of breaking
a silence which is perhaps irksome to some, but which may be a great
delight to others. Silence for its own sake cannot be too much deprec-.
ated, but even silence is better than that which is done merely to break
the silence. »

HYMN SINGING :
. The common habit of giving out a favourite hymn should also be
carefully avoided. A hymn may be blessed to our own souls, but
we must not on that account think we ought to give it out at the next
meeting we-attend, as our personal expenience may not correspond to
the state of the a.ssembly A portion of scripture may have been blessed
to our own souls perhaps just before coming to the meeting, but it
does not necessarily‘follow that it must be read at the Lord’s Supper..
In praise or prayer or worship it is the assembly that speaks to God,
and those who take part ought to do so fully conscious that they are
just the mouthplece of the assembly. The one who utters the worship
of the assembly must hdve the hearts of the assembly with him or
there is no reality on what takes place. To address God in the name of
the assembly or to suggest a hymn as the expression of its real state"
hefore God requires a great deal of spiritual discernment which can only
be acquired as the result of constant dependance upon God and sub-
jection to His Word and Holy Spirit,
) SPIRIT GUIDANCE.

The presence of the Holy Spirit in the assembly is a fact. The
doctrine of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the church and His.
presence and sypremacy in the assemblies of the saints is one of the
most momentous truths of thig age. It is simple faith in this that is
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the present need. The Holy Spirit must order the meeting if He is
present. The absence of human restrictions does not mean that anyone
is at liberty to take part, or the mere circumstance of there being liberty
to act is no warrant for acting, that no one else is doing anything
is not sufficient warrant for taking part in the meeting. Liberty is no
excuse for irreverence or haste and he alone has a right to take part
who is led by the Spirit and can do so unto the glory of God and the
good of Hig people.
SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING.

. The guidance of the Spirit is not by blind impulse and unin-
telligent impressions, but by filling the spiritual understanding with
God’s thoughts as revealed in His Word. The true remedy for the
defects in our worship lies not in framing hard and fast rules or trying
to put our brethren right, but in each of us taking ourselves seriously
to task as to whether we are guided by the Holy Spirit or not. Those
who habitually live in fellowship with God and are constantly enjoying
the communion of the Holy Ghost will have little difficulty in discerning
between that which is of the flesh and that which is of the Spirit. The
practice of the presence of God produces a responsiveness to the leading
of the Holy Spirnit that is easy and unaffected. The heart is tuned in
to listen to the faintest whisper of the Father’s will. There is also
a sensitiveness to the evil worlking of the flesh within that is in itself
a real safeguard against much that is displeasing to God. Our greatest
need is patience and faith in God, love to Christ, subjection to the
Holy Spirit, diligent occupatioh with the word and unfeigned subjection
to one another in the fear of God. .

*gq& Heareth.

Is our's a God ‘far- off,’—or ‘near?
Or doth He say in vain,
“Call upon Me, and I will hear,
And grace thou shalt obtain?”
The prayer of faith to Him addressed,
In Jesus’ worthy Name,
Although in feeble words expressed,
Will His attention claim.

Do we belleve God hears our prayers?
Do we for answers look?

He bids us ‘roll on Him’ our cares,
Yea; all our care He took.

The ‘“Intercessor” knows our needs,
The Spirit, Who indwells,

Another in God's Presence pleads,
Whose virtue all excels.

In sorrow, sickness, pain and woe,

In every nameless grief
We to our God and Father go,
) We seek, and find, relief.
Though darkening storms around us surge,

He bids us not despair.
Such tests to deeper faith would urge,—

" He hears, and answers prayer!
Marshal Gattey, Cal.
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Divine-Wisdom Demonstrated

ONE‘ of the proudest of human boasts is in the height of wisdom'
to-which, in the ‘course of centuries, men claim to have climbed,
The Scripture, however, shows man’s boasting to be in vain, in that the
wigdom of this world, with all its acquisitions and ‘pretentions, leaves
man still unrighteous, unholy and unredeemed.

But that which men lack naturally, and cannot obtain by their
own wigdom, God extends to them in Christ (1 Cor. 1. 30), Le. God's
wisdom as and in the Saviour, a wisdom which is manifested negatively
in reversing for the believer absolutely and on all its points the previous
condemnation of mankind as under sin and positively in having securec:
to Him {n Christ, righteousness, sanctification and redemption.

In all three, God’s wisdom identifies us with Christ; first when
coming to Him as sinners and ungodly, He justifies us, makes Chriat
our righteousness. This touches the matter of our sins and is pre-
sented in the type of the sin offering in Leviticus. In this type we
learn of sins atoned for and put away as far as the east is from the
west. Through the shedding of the blood of God’s Lamb (John 1. 28)
belleving sinners may be both forgiven and justified.

The truth of sanctification, through regeneration, meets the need
of our persons. As made righteous we are identified with the Person
of the Son as childremt Christ is made’unto us sanctification. This
is presented in the burnt offering sacrifice. The great truth expressed
there is that our persons are accepted in Christ. We are established
“holy, and unblameable before Him in love.” The Spirit’s designation
of us is “saints.” We are children of God and a “sweet-smelling
savour” unto Him,. .

The third feature mentioned is redemption. By this is met in the
present and in the future the need of the new relationship into which
we have been brought. This is the “peace offering’ aspect of the work
of Calvary. Threwg 'he redemption there accomplished the need of
the condition of our :cw nature is met, -

In its measure here and in the fulness hereafter, communion with
God is secured. The enjoyment of the relationship of children is ours
unalienably. We have the right of entrance into the Holiest, now in
abiding intercourse with God. The fulness will be ours when we
“receive the adoption, to wit the redemption of our body” (Romans
8. 23).

Such is our portion in the wisdom of our God, such the goodly
inheritance of which, even now by faith, we are called to enjoy the
foretaste.

: The Power of the Tongue.

This is a lesson which cannot be too much stressed among Christian
people. The words of Solomon are literally true. Many a reputation
has been killed, many a good name murdered, by an unruly tongue.
But, thank God the proverb is not merely negative. Life is also in the
power of the tongue. Oh, what blessing there would be if all the readers
of these words, a great company of Christian people throughout the
world, would resolve today to see how much good they might do with
their tongues! From the simple wrd of kindness, the phrase of appre-
ciative good will, to the sincere testimony for Christ—what a wealth of
opportunity for good! Let us resolve today to make our tongues
powerful for life.




The DEATH of CHRIST and the
LIFE" of the BELIEVER (contd)

6. 1 Peter 4. 1-2: This brings us further—to the point of divine
determination, so that, so far as I am concerned, this object shall be
carrled into effect. Pleuse rotice this wonderful scripture. ‘‘Foraamuch.
then . . . same mind.” What mind? what purpose? what determin-
ation? the determination to ‘“suffer.” Oh! brethren, our blessed One
armed Himself with the determination to do the will of God to the very.
uttermost, to the very death, the death of a cross. Was not He §o
clad in heavenly armour of holy invincible determination that when,
through the lips of His own disciple Peter, “That be far from Thee,
Lord,” the great adversary would turn Him aside from the will of Him'
that sent Him? He said, “Get thee behind me, Satan”—*I know who
it is that is addressing Me, you are a stumbling block in my way;”
and so He “set His face as a flint” to go to Jerusalem—to Gethsemane
—to Calvary; and thither He went till He could say “It is finighed.”
Now, says the apostle Peter, if you are going to respond to the purpose
of Christ in His marvellous sacrifice, you must be armed with the same
determination, “Arm yourselves with the same mind,” the mind to suffer,
the' mind to go to the Cross with Christ, the mind personally and prac-
tically to suffer for Him, to die unto sin that you may live unto God.
Is it possible that in the Word of God any are said ‘‘to cease to sin”?
You and I may and must say ‘“no” to self, however pressing, urgent,
clamorous the desire of nature may be, if that desire is contrary to the
will of God. - Self-denial always means experimental “suffering:” and
“gelf-denial,” be observed, is the very first foundation stone of true
“discipleship;” for, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow Me” (Matt. 16. 24), And what
is to be the object of this arming? That I should “no longer live the
rést of my time in the flesh (in this sinful mortal body) to the lusts of
men but to the will of God.” There we have the bellever brought not
only to the judgment that I died with Christ as my representative,
but more than this, to a positive determination that I will go and dic
with Him. '

7. Gal. 2, 20: This, the last, passage gives us the case of one in
whom this purpose was actually fulfiled. Wonderful scripture! *I
am crucified with' Christ.” Here Paul tells us, not as an Apostle but
as a Christian, what his position, what his experience is; for I take It
that when he says “I am crucified with Christ,” he sets before you and
me not merely his judicial position as executed with Christ but also
his experimental condition as crucified practically with Him, faithfully
suffering this death unto sin moment by moment, that “dying daily”
of which he speaks in 1 Cor, 15. 31. Oh! it is as much as to say, “If
you Galations want to find Saul of Tarsus, you will find him on the
cross.”” Ah! brethren, we often pray to be kept “near the cross’ and
speak about being “near the cross”; but I do not think Paul ever speaks
about being near the cross; but always speaks about being or the cross
—*“I have been crucified with Christ; there is my place in judgment,
my place representatively and my place In present experience, too.”
“Our old man was crucified with Him"—that is Risiory (Rom. 6); 'T
am crucified’—that is presemt experience. ‘I have been crucified.”
And what is the issue? “It is no longer I: it is no longer I Saul
that lives, but Chrigt that Mveth in-me.” What a beautiful definition
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of the Christian life; for the Christian life is simply the life of Christ
reproduced in us by the power of the Spirit of Christ!- It is not you
or I trying to imitate Christ. That word “try” is a Satanic intrusion
inte the vocabulary of many Christians: we must have it struck out;
it is not found in the vocabulary of God; it belongs to Egypt. I cannut
live the life of one fellow saint, for each one must live his own life:
and there is only one that can live the Christ-life and that is Christ
Himself; but He undertakes to live it in you and me. Let Him do His
own work in the power of the Spirit that dwelleth in us. ‘“The life
that I now live I live through faith, in faith, that is, in the Son of God.”
Blessed title! Not faith in Jesus, nor even faith in the Lord Jesus,
but faith in the Son of God raised from the dead. The power that
raised Him from the dead can impart the same divine life to us and keep
us alive in the midst of surrounding death. If I want any assurance
or guarantee that He will continue to supply this divine life, I find it
in this, that He “gave Himself up for me;” and as I look at Calvary
and see Him giving Himself up to die for me, can I doubt for one
moment that the same heart of love will now lead Him to give Hinwelf
up to live in me in the power of the indwelling Spirit?

In all these seven scriptur'es we see that the one present object
of the grace of God and the gift of Christ is that you and I should
respond thereto with a Christ-like life even mow. While so much ‘s
said in Scripture on the present object of the death of Christ, very little
comparatively is said in the Word of God as to the full and ultimate
object in a coming day: that will be all right if the present object
be graciously and faithfully fulfilled in us. Remember, beloved, that
for this Christ has died, and for this the Spirit of God has come tc
indwell you and me; and now. if we are only wise and simple enough
to give ourselves over to the power and faithfulness of that indwelling
Spirit, He will, through the Word read, meditated on and obeyed,
through fellowship with God at the throne, through fellowship with
Spirit-led saints, and through the furnace of affliction, He will, I say,
work out this present, spiritual moral, glorious purpose of God to the
praise of God and the gratification of the heart that suffered once for
us, and to our own and others’ present and eternal blessing. Go?
grant that this may be so in us all!

Fruit

ACHERS who follow in the “way of Cain” assert that such cardinal
Christian virtues as love, joy and peace, are all that matter in
Christianity, Scripture however teaches otherwise. Faith is the vital
energising power which gives life to the tree. Love, mercy and truth
are the fruits which it produces. It is not sufficient to live soberly and
temperately. There must be grace and the exercise of grace. It iy
not enough to go but one mile_ that is duty, we must go the two; which
is grace. We may abstain from evil and things abhorrent to the public
eye, but are we godly? The barren tree was cursed, as well as that
which brought forth evil fruit.

By Joseph Guy.

FAITH AND FRUIT.

Works are subsequent to faith with regard to time. They are
subsidiary, being but the outcome of faith. They establish, confirm
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and ratify the professions of the lip. In John 15. 2-8 we see fruit in
the culmulative aspect. In Jasg 2. 14-26 in its corroborative aspect,

Fungi can often be seen grdwing in sheds or upon rotten wood.
The actual plant itself is unseen. The toadstool which is visible I8
the fruit. So let your light shine that men may see, not the plant which
Is yourself, but the fruit, your good works. Mat. 5. 16,

What is wrong with the assemblies? There can often be found a
dozen or more professing Christians in the vicinity of an assembly
who once met with us but have now left, We can conveniently shelter
behind John 2. 19, but why not rather emulate the Sunday-schqot
teacher. He blames, not the children but himself, for his scholars’
inattention. When a believer leaves a meeting it ought to be a cause
for self-examination and not the' condemnation of the other. Perhaps
the real cause is lack of the fruits of the Spirit on our part.

THE ASSEMBLY, .

Good fruit is essential for the well-being of an assembly. Doctors
are seeking to impress parents with the importance of fruit for growing
children, It is essential for good health, If necessary for physical health
fruit is also required for the inner motal being of the individual, and

it is the elders who must produce that good fruit for the welfare of
the young.

“Hero worship exists, has existed and will for ever exist among
mankind.” The young idolize and mark the steps of their elders. How
important then that those who are foremost in assembly activity take
heed to their ways! An adolescent observed during impressionable
years the inimicable attitude of the members of an assembly towards
another member. Years passed by, but the fruit of the seed sowm
was reaped in dissension and strife.

FRUIT AND LIFE.

. Food is necessary for the sustenance of life and God made the
fruit of the earth for man and beast for food. Without it life is im-
‘possible for even “the king is served by the field.”. If an assembly is
to be. progressive there must be in evidence the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.
5.22). An assembly cannot live on wind alone. Words must be ac-
companied by works. The tree must bear not only leaves but fruit.
The church may have a name to live but if there is no fruit it is dead.
It is to be compared with the valley of dry bones upon which the Spirit
has not blown. .

Eloquent preachers and influential patrons cannot supply this lacic
of fruit. Let a church be so perfumed with love that it emits its frag-
rance all around, then it will be the greatest power on earth. Fruit,
though it appears last, is the real cause oi the yearly vegetation both
in temporal and spiritual spheres.

Twelve spies who were the heads of the children of Israel viewed
the promised land to see “If it were fat or lean, good or bad,” and in
those strange surfoundings of the wilderness of Paran ‘“‘they ahewed
the people the fruit of the land.”

‘Leaders may have risen Lo the highest heights of faith and have
ascended. right into the mount of God. They have seen Christ on the
throne and appraised the worth of eternal things, but are they shewing
-the people  “the fruit of the land?”

What is this fruit? It is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen, the bringing into present reality and being
_the things of eternity. This results in affections being weaned from
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earthly things and centred upon heivenly things. This fruit is more
needed riow in this materialistic age n ever, and the one who shows
evidence of this becomes a pattern to all, Are we producing this fruit?

ENOCH (2) - - - R. Cumming

l’r is a profitable practice to keep a careful watch upon the meanings
of the names of Scripture. For example, to grasp the significange

of the distinguishing names of God In the Old Testamcnt gives the be-

Hever the key which at once opens the doors to a clearer under

of progressive revelation and, at the same time, locks the door for ever

upon the iniquity of modernistic criticism,

The names of men also are sometimes Indicative of. charaeter,
8o much so, that God finds it needful to make changes at times, as in
the cases of Abraham and Israel in the Old Testament and Paul in the
New. The name ‘Abram’” was linked with the worldly ambitions of
Ur; ‘Jacob’ betrayed a crooked nature and recalled a disreputable
history; ‘Saul’ meaning a man of the people spelt identification with
Judaism entatling the horror of Stephen’s martyrdom and the im-
measurable persecution of the Church of God. But God met these men
and transformed them in name and nature. The worldling became a
pligrim, the crooked was made straight, and the man of Israel became
the apostle of the Gentlles. Happily God works this way still. Granted
that He does not now directly change names, nevertheless, by the Gospe),
He continues to act in sovereign grace towards His elect, changing the
outlook, establishing character and guiding activity.

NEW CHARACTERISTICS.

Furthermore, God insisted that the patriarchs should forthwith
bear their new names and thus display their new character (Gen, 17, 28)
Similarly, the Lord expects the believer today to be very careful that
a like clean cut be made with the past, so that the new man might be
manifest to the glory of God and to the furtherance of His purpose.
In the case of Saul of Tarsus, some time elapsed before his Gentlie
name was brought into use. This, however, is consistent with the
transitional nature of the book of Acts. The Gospel was to the Jew
first, and not until Peter the apostle of circumcision, had made use of
the keys of the kingdom and had more or less fulfilled his specific minis-
try in this regard did the Spirit of God bring forward the Lord's appoint-
ed witness to the Gentiles—once Saul the Pharisee, but now by the call
of God, Paul the apostle.

Enoch’s name (dedicated) was most appropriate. The children of
Cain had reached a woeful state of iniquity and the world sadly required
the testimony of a man of Enoch’s type. It has always been so and Ged
bas never failed to meet the need. Moses, preserved for God by
Jochabed from infancy, listened to the voice of Jehovah from the burning
bush. Samuel dedicated to God by Hannah, gave ear to the call of
the Lorgd in the temple. Saul of Tarsus, separated unto the Gospel of
God from birth, heard the voice of Jesus from the excellent Glory.
The first man obtained strength for the wilderness journey, the second
found grace for temple service, and the third received authority for
assembly administration. These needs are paramount today, and it is
the privilege of every believer, by the Spirit, through the Word, to
give ear likewise to the voice of the Lord, that spiritual character mav
ba produced in each which will be immovable in the flood-tide of de-
clension and active in the pursuit of those things well-pleasing tu

the Lord.
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OUR GREATEST NEED.

“In my judgment I would say that our assemblies are most in need
of putting the ministry of prayer in the place that Scripture shows it
should be in. That is very emphatically the first place. That is where
the New Testament puts it. Witness the indication of that in the
coridition of things described in Acts chapter 6, when there was such
a-econgestion of social and spiritual work that the chief workers rather
let the social work slip, in order to attend to the spiritual, and emphas-
ised the need in this way, “It is not meet that we should leave the word
of God, and serve tables. We will give ourselves continually to prayer
and to the ministry of the word,” thus putting prayer in the first place
(verse 4). The apostle Paul also gives it this place in 1 Tim. 2. 1,
where he says, “I exhort, therefore, that, first of all supplications,
‘prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men.” It
is noticeable, too, that when Paul makes any request to the Christians
for himself it is always to be remembered in prayer that the Word may
go forth by him in the power of the Holy Spirit. If the leaders in the
work of the ministry among us would attend to this, and all the mem-
bers of our asemblies kept this seriously before them, there is no
doubt that spirituality would increase among us; and that would bring
all things up to a higher plane in our testimony. Power in the word
preached would follow, and the’ spiritual fellowship wauld be manifest,
and real revival would soon make itself evident among us. If this re-
minder convicts us of neglect in this matter, then let us repent of our
negligence at once and give ourselves to this ministry of prayer, which
should have first place with us. In Matt. 6. 6, the Lord suggests tha'
this is a ministry that is carried out in the unseen place but the result
.of it is publicly manifested.—The Treasury, New Zealand.
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Question A. Why did the Pharisee marvel
at the Lord Jesus sitting down without
washing? See Luke 11, 37,

Answer A. A comparison of the parallel
passages in_Matthew 15, 2 and Mark 7.
13, 14 will show that the matter of
washing before meals was a .question of
tradition of the elders. Mark obsesves
that there were many like traditions. The
Lord Jesus had come inter alia tq free
man from the bondage of man-made or-
dinances, ahd therefore ‘He could not suh-
mit Himself to such. It was this break
away from “accepted custom™ and “re-
ligious duty” that amazed the Pharisee:
he was one who .would naturally diligently
observe and encourage in others the ob-
servance of such things, The “washing”
was part_and parcel of a system of exter-
nal religion which was utterl{ worthless
seeing that the inner man of the heart
was “far from God.” Clean hands at meals
is_a proper thing: it becomes an evil
thing, however, if it is made a Pharasaical
hypocritical rite, E.W.R

.
Question B. To_whom does 1st Tim. 6.
15 refer; to the Father or to the Son?

Answer B. This verse must be réad in
conjunction with the following one, in
which the description of the same glarious
Person is continued. And since He is
there said to be “Dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto; whom
no man hath seen, nor can see;” it is
clear that the reference is to God the
Father. Compare John 1. 18, “No man
hath seen God at any time; the: anly-be.
gotten Son which is in the bosom of the
Father, He hath  declared Him.” Also
Exod. 33, 20, “There shall no man see
Me and live.”

This being so, verse 15 must. refer also
o the Father, the statement being that
“He (the Father) shall in His own times
show the King of kings and Lord of
lords.”” And this farm .of expression,
though it may seem strange, is in keeping
with Acts 1. 7. where it is said that “The
TIMES and the seasons the Father hath
put in His own power."

It is of course a fact that in the
Revelation two of the terms found in our
verse 15 (“King of kings and T.ord of
lords") are, in 3 slightly different form,
used of Christ; but this is no reason why
they should not be applied to the Father
here, W.R.

Question C. What is meant by 1 Cor
14: 30?7

Answer C. This has to do with church
meetings which are left free and unfettered
for the Spirit of God to operate throtgh
whomsoever He ‘will. In those days, when
the canon of Scripture was not complete,
this was seen in the revealing ‘to one a
certain thing, for the expression of which
opportunity had to be afforded. In the
g{psent day the Spirit operates through

is people by stirring up their mind in
respect of what is written and reminding
them of a ‘doctrine’.

. This distinction should ever be bomne
in mind, Where the Spirit of God is, in
unquenched power, it will to-day become
apparent when one who is _teaching the
saints should cease to make room for
anather to whom 2 word has been given.
It was “while Peter was speaking’ (Acts
X) that the Spirit made it plain - that
mough.had been said. E.W.R.

uestion D. Are the tongues of Acts 2
the same tongues in 1 Cor. 13 and 14?

Answer D. .1t is important to observe
that in 1 Cor. 14 the word ‘unknown’
being in italics should be omitted. The
R.V. omits it. The tongue was unknown
to the ignorant, but it was capable of
being understood by an interpreter. It
was, therefore, a language known some-
where though not necessarily to the audi-
ence where it was used. This wquld agree
with the record in Acts 2. In each case
they were a sign to-the unbelievers (not
to believers) and were designed to confirm
the message of the gospel. In principle,
therefore, both as to nature and purpose
they were the same, - EW.R,

Question E. Is it scriptural to speak of
a believer as being baptized by the Holy
Spirit at conversion, ot are the terms
Eph. 1: 13 only applicable?

Answer E. In the case of the early
Apostles their baptism with the Holy Ghost
manifestly occurred after their conversion,
for it did not happen until ‘the. dav eof
Pentecost. In the case of the believer it
occurs .at. the moment when he is incos-
porated into the body of Christ (1 Cor.
12:-13) which, plainly, synchronizes with
his new birth. Thus, at that moment he
is baptised in the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is thereby the seal set upon him
as designating that he belongs to God.
It is at once a seal of ownership. and a
‘g;:ar_antee of security. Both sealing and
ptism of the Holy Spirit are simultaneous
and occurent when the individual believes
to the saving of hig soul. EW.R.



silver, and the father welcomes the repentant and
returning 'prodigal, may surely further tell of -the
activities of the Triune God in the sinner’s salvation.
I.N COMMUNION, access (Eph ii. 18) and worsHip
(Heb. x. 19-21; Phil. 3, R.V.), the believer
knows and proves the eﬁicacy of the way opened, the
ministry-of the living High Pnest and the Spirit-given
strength and competency to ° draw near,” to abide in
the light,-and to walk through life with God. Divine
love, manifested in the gift of the Father (1 John iv.
9) and the death of the Son (Gal. ii. 20), is “shed
abroad” (Rom. v. §) in the heart of the believer by the
Holy Ghost, to be enjoyed experimentally by him.,
N THE CHURCH, as the House of God (1 Tim. iii 15)
over which the Son is set (Heb. iii. 6, R.V,) and in
which the Spirit dwells (Eph. ii. 22), all admmlstratmn
and operation for godly order and edification is under-
taken by and wrought out under the supreme control
of the Three-one God (1 Cor. xii. 3-5) through men,
but not of them; and where the Divine Pattern is con-
formed to and room left for the Divine power to oper-
ate, now as of old, some will have to confess, “God is
in you of a truth” (1 Cor. xiv. 25).-
N GLORY.—On the coming resurrection morning,
the Spirit quickens (Rom. viii. 11), the Son re-
ceives the raised and transformeq saints (John xiv. 3),
and’ presents them to the Father with exceeding joy
(Jude 24). In the Eternal state, God Himself shall be
with His people (Rev. xxii. 3); they shall see the face
of the Son, and serve Him (Rev. xxii. 3, 4) ; while from
the throne of God and the Lamb, the water of life, like
a river—emblem of the Spirit’s fulness will ﬁow on for
ever. (sée John vii. 38, 39).

‘The Lord’s Work and Workers.

ENGLAND AND WALES (D.V.) .ISIhC %pnll—I 1§I:23 E‘ F. llzru[t;.e.kL I
BLOOMSBURY. : Central Church ort, E. renchard, ( ickering,
Shajtesbury Avenue. Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 10 Abbey Grove, Stocknort).

at 6.30. W, Brealey, F F 1"“%, "LITTLEHAMPTON.—Belgrave  House.

G. C. D. Howry, H, St J'ohn, {7\7 Teachers. April 18-23, P. J
ise-

Wl;eman, W. J. Wiseman.
Watson, P. J. Wiseman, W. BA H—-Manvers Hall, YP\Apnl 19-22

man.
LONDON.—Memarial Hall, Farringdon Gl W. Eogel; Vg dE Vuﬁe (dI ., ]?uy
Street. Feb. 22 at 6. stsmnary P.M. NEV‘?E;S‘IS%E 6‘;‘1‘1 ,Sr,g‘ﬁfl‘; o, at ).
LIVERPOOL.—Picton Hall, Feb. 23. J. ~ON- April 19-22!
I, April 19-22. J. Coutts, S. Mawhinney, T.-Rea, P. T.

M. Shaw. Central Ha DT Shorey, W. Trew. (J. Howard Hall,

H. P, Barker, E. Lewis, J. B. Watson.
CATERHAM.—Gospel Hall, Mar. 2 at )
3,30 and 6. E. Barker, G. J. P. Price. SCOTLAND FORTHCOMING (DV).~

12 Borough Road, Jarrow).

Mar., 17-31, W, H. Clare. ABERDEEN.—Assembly Flall Stevenston
EXETER.—Half Yearly Meeting. Mint Street, at 7.45. Feb. 2, A. Ingram;
Methadist Church. ar. 13 at 3 and 6. P, J. R. Stephen; 16, W, Haining; 23,
Reuben Scammel, Nigel Bruce, A. P. Canipbell.
NOTTINGHAM—Open Air  Mission DUNDEE. —Hermon all, South Tay St.'
Conference. March 16, E. Lewis, R. S. at 630 Feb. 2, MNelsh 16, F."E.

Code,
GLOSCSOP——ng%mom School.  Y.P. KIRKCALDY —~THebrdn Hall. Feb. 9 at



vi-
6,.30. A. P, Campbell.

PAISLEY.—Wellmeadow Hall, at 7. A.
Borland; 9, J. Cuthbertsan; 1( H. H.
btewart, 23 J. Coutts: Mar. J Currie
Mar, 3 at 3.30, J. Malcolm, -J.” Ritchie,
A, Wallace.

DUNDEE.—Hermon Hall, South Tay: St.
Youth Conference. April 27, H. Lacey,
F. A. Tatford,

GLENGARNOCK.—Hebron Hall, Feb, 9
at 3.30. J. Coutts, J. J. Rud dncL, W.

* Harrison, W, B. Jack. : .

MAYBOLE.—Fcb. 23 at 3 pm. W. F.
Naismith, W. King, W. Harrison.

SHETTLESTON.—Shiloh Fall, Febh. 23
at 3.30. G. Murray, J. Currie, T. J.

Smith,

LOCHWINNOCH.—Gospel Hall, March
9 at 330. A, Campbell, J. B. 'I‘a}'lm',
H. German.

BOTHWELL HAUGH.—Jubilee Con-
ference,” Mar, 16 at 3.30. R. Prentice,
J. Cuthbertson and others,

WAR TIME WORK & WORKERS

JAMES LEES.—After war-time years of

labour amongst European troops in
camps and hospitals, where large quan-
tities qf lierature and testaments were
distributed, Mr, I.ees has heen able to
return to Sweden. Has mer many ve-
fugees from the Baltic States, amongst
whom are many of the T.ord’s people,
and has been enabled in some measure
to administer relief. Was 6 days in
Copenhagen, Demn:«u]\, at the New Year
and had wmeetings daily, with iuch help
from -the Lord. Hopes to visis Russian
believers in Finland during Feb., and
would value the pravers of the Lord’s
people for his journeys, that the way

may open up and hat Divise wisdom’

ahd 'guidance be -given.
DAVID McMURDO, who has beer busy
throughout the war years amongst Nor-
"' wegians in this country, hopes to return
to Norway soon. His contacts while
‘i this country give promise for an opén
door throughout Norway. He learns
- of active interest in spiritual things from
all over the country. From the Nor-
weglan colony in Renfrewslire, he has
been able to distribute Ia’rge quanfities
.. of clothing through the active fellowship
of the Lord’s people, who have sent in
aver 200 parcels. Would value prayer
for the distribution wof scriptures and
Christian literature, not only in Nor-
' wegian, but in English, since there is
a great demand for the latter.
DUGALD CAMPBELL throughout. the
war years has been enabled to distribute

over 60,000 testaments in different lan-’

guages amongst prisoners and overseas
troops, Vital coutacts were made
amongst German and Italian prisoners,
and several of the latter were saved and

- baptised and received into, fetlowship at
Denny Assembly. He has favourable
echoes from mien returning to their own

. “"lands,

.P. ]J. HOPKINS, China, has arrived in
this country «—26 The Drive, Tonbridge,
Kent, and asks that we expresg his
warm__thanks to the readers of this
Magazine - for their prayers and help
dunng his great sorrow and .years of

tivity.
Cg‘OR WAUGH, France, after liber-
atlon from imprigonment, ha: been en-

abled to return to the Orphanage, where .
e finds the work amongst 23 children |
ably caved for hy hiz wife. “Ou of
weakness” she was . “made strong
through faith.” While in prison for
2 years, our brother wag made head
nurse attendant, which gave himl many
opportunities of testimony. Several were
truly converted, and he knows of twe
dying in the faith.

IRELAND REPORTS.

J. STEWART & T, WALLACE had
several weeks meetings in  Bloomfield
1Tall, with. blessing and salvation to
several souls,

D. WALKER has finished in Cregagh St
Hall Belfast.

J. FINNIGAN has gone to Moy district,

S. LEWIS & T. ENGLISH tope to have
meétings near Castlefin, Donegal.

T. McKELVEY & W. BUNTING had
a long spell of meetings at Granshaw,
wliere a number professed to be saved.

A. COOKE hag commenced at Lisburn.

T. CAMPBELL had a series of meetings
in Omagh,

A. McSHANE & ]J. McCRACKEN are
having good numbers and some sou)s.
at Newry

R. STOREY & W. McCRACKEN have
had a fair start in the new hall at
Castlereagh hills,

S. PORTEOUS hgpes to be in and around
Belfast _for ministry. Fxpected at
Albert Br, Hall

F. W. BALL has commenced meetings in
JT.ondonderry.

W. JOHNSTON: has started in an Crange
Hall ai Ballymacreely. .
. BUNTING hopes to commence at
Growell.

R. PEACOCK. & R, MAGOWAN expect
a_ start at Castl erobm.

RICHARD HULL ig ﬁndmﬁ an interest
in Gospel Hall, Drumreagh..

J. A. GRAY having some meetings in
Donegal Rd. Iall, Belfast,

MESSRS FOSTER & MAGOWAN w
so]r\ne saved and some baptised at Rash-
arkin.

MESSRS MAGEE, GLOVER & MEGAW

6 weeks good meetings at Ard-
mlllan, where some were saved.

R. CRAIG having good meetings in a
‘barn at ‘Ballygelly, with some interest

G. D, ALEXANDER & J. MOAR are
having encouraging meetings in the
village of Walls,  Shetland Islands,
where there has been no gnspel effart
for many years.

W:. HAGAN had 3 weeks mmntry at
Aghavey and expected\ to go on in Cen
tral Hall, Bangor..

E. FAIRFIELD had some blessing in
Windsor Hall, Belfast.

“WITH CHRIST”

MATTHEW H. SHEARER, Edmburgh
on Déc. 19, aged 72 Born in Orkney,-
saved in youth For 55 years in_ass-
embly nqw meeting in Tollcross Hall,
Edinburgh. A gracious brother, who,
like Barnabas, encouraged his younger
brethren. A life long S.S. teacher, who
will be missed,

Mrs., DAVID M. AIRD, Edinburgh, on
Dec. 26, aged "73. Saved in early “life’
in Ayrshire and for 45 years in assem-
blies in Edinburgh. aithful worker



amonigst women and given ‘to, Rospital:

ity. Bright to the last,

Mrs. GEORGE ROBERTSON of Mgther-
well on Jan. 7, aged 83. Called Home
from Glenista, Saved at tent services
as a girl, and came into fellowship at
Roman Rd. Hall, Motherwell, over S§0
years ago. Some years in Dumbalwn.
where her husband was Postinaster.
Suffered much and long, but rejoiced in
the T.ord until her release.

ANDREW RUDDOCK, Los’
California, on Nov. 20. Born at Growell
Co. Down, where he was saved in early
life.. Taboured in -the gospel in Nr.
Ireland for many yvears before going to
U.S.A. Well known and esteemed by
'many for hig love and labour in the Laord.

Mrs. R. CHAPMAN, Creeduff: called
IHome after muchb pain and suffering.
Saved many vyears ago and ever bore 2
bright testimony. Will be much miss-
ed by all in assembly and in her lame.
A fatthful woman,

SAMUEL SEMPLE, Maghermorne, Nr.
Lr., Dec. 26, aged 81. Saved 49 years

ago and assouated with Adam St and”

Jarne assemblies,
JOHN B. LENNIE, Glenboig, on Jan.
a ed. 81. Called Home after a protract-
illness. Saved in Kilsyth many years’
ago and for over 30 years in Annathill
Assembly. A quiet and consistent
brother, who will be much missed.
Mrs. E. IRVINE, wife of Joseph Irvine,
Toranto. Saved 36 vears ago and in
assembly fellowship  in  Brock Ave.
. Assembly, Toronto, Canada, for 33
years. A faithful woman, who loved and

1,

Angeles, |

'GEORGE CAMPBELL, Dalry,

“served’ her»:Loﬂl
rs. JOH Ste\-euston. on’ Dm_ ;
9, aged 51 Sav:d ior over ‘33 years and
associated . with BRethany Hall Assembly,
Steveriston. Given to hospxtaht}'
SAMUEL PATON, Stevenston, on . Dec
31, aged V75, Almost 50 - years., “in:
Christ,” and for many years with as§
‘emibly in Ardrossan. . -Later'/in -Stévesnd
ston. A quiet and consistent brother.
JAMES W. MITCHELL. Dumfries,” ofi
Jan, 5, aged 52, QOver 33 years con+
verted. A natwe of Rothes, he was for;
many years in Bellevue Assembly,
Edinburgh and for the last 22 years in i
Dumfries. A belaved and faithful ;'
brother, who leaves ‘a. fragrant. memory:,
J. A HUMPHRIS of Bristol, on Dec, 31,1

aged 82. Saved iy early ]lfe at Lelces- )
ter and for some years in_ assembl’
fellowship at South Parade FHall, Nott-

ingham, moving to DBristol in 1896 and
for 49 yeary was a faithful bullder and -
wuide in the Bishopston Assembly. An-
able minister of the Word and preacher
of the gospel, his services were valued
in and around Bristol. For a number
of yeary he acted as secretary and ireas-
urer of the Bristol Missionary Home.
Ayrhire,
on Jan. 23, aged 83. Well known in his
life-long dcuvxtv amongst. the assemblies
our brother had a large heart: for the
gaspel and_all who faithfully proclaimed
it.  Kept in touch with a world-wide
circle of missionaries and proved a faith-
ful friend and guide amongst thc Lord’s
people. “Whose faith  follow.”

NON ILLUSTRATED 4 PAGE TRACTS

ETERNAL REALITIES
TRUMPET CALLS
DANGER SIGNALS
COMMON EXC}JSES
FORGOTTEN FACTS
GOSPEL BEACONS

TWO COLOUR 4 Page Gospel Tracts

WITHOUT SERIES
EVERYMAN'S QUESTIONS
GOD’S GLAD TIDINGS
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LIGHT AND LOVE SERIES
AROUSING MESSAGES

Sunshine for

throughout the land.

60 assorted in packet, 9d. net.
Postage on single pkt. 2d.
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WATCHMAN PAINTING BOOKS.

This excellent series of Painting
Books contains Biblical Pictures
‘that are Scriptural in every detail.
An excellent gift for Christmas or
Sunday School Prize-giving.

Six kinds:

DUNGEON TO PALACE
GREAT FOR GOD
GUARDED AND GUIDED
VALIANT THROUGH FAITH
|- SEEKING AND SAVING
TRIED YET TRIUMPHANT

1,- each (by post 1/2).

We have a small quantity of
Scripture Meditation Block Calendars

and are<offering them at HALF PRICE
Iluminated Verse Backs 11d.

Floral Picture Backs — 1 5]5

““Little Hands’’ Painting Books

Two different Midget Painting
Books, containing 16 puages each
(printed only one side) of Bible
Texts and Pictures.  Can be divid-

ed by Sunday School Teachers if 4__1_d
necessary and given to Scholars 2 " eac
for competitions.

TWO DIFFERENT

@The Pearly Bible Calendar

by Henry Groves
An Arrangement of the Scriptures for the Diary
Rcading of the New Testament in one Year and of

the Old Testament in one or two Years.
Price 12d cach.
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’Prmted and 'ublished in Great Britain by John Ritchie, L., Sturrock St., Kilmarnock.
Ile Behever's Magazine s’ posted {or 12 menths v any address—-One copyv, 3/ ; .
D 1 B S L

Two, 5/-; Three, 7/6, post fice.  Marazines nat sanesttal, o)
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l“oundgﬁon Truths by John Ritchie

The Divinity of the Lord Jesus
HE essential Deity and eternal Godhead of the
Lord Jesus is a fundamental truth of the faith.
It cannot be rejected or tampered with with-
out destroying the very foundations of the Gospel.
The person of the Lord Jesus gives value to His work.
What He does depends upon what He is: hence the
need of having a firm and comprehensive grasp of the
dignity and glory of His peerless person as set forth
in the Holy Scriptures, where alone He is revealed.
The written Word reveals the Living and Incarnate
Word, and to its testimony faith unhesitatingly and
adoringly bows. There is much there revealed and
testified of concerning the Eternal Word, alike in the
Divine glory of the Godhead and the perfection of His
Manhood, which is beyond man’s reason—very much at
which his puny, finite understanding staggers, and
hence rejects, but which faith, whose language ever is,
“Let God be true,”” accepts, and proves to be the
verities of God, who cannot lie. Never was there a
time when the children of God more needed to be in-
structed in the great fundamental truths of the Word
and built up in their most holy faith than the present,
when the enemy, by specious and deceitful means, is
assaijling on all hands the adorable person and perfect
work of the Son of God, seeking thus to make faith
void and salvation impossible.

Unitarians deny the Godhead of the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. They reject the depravity of man, the
Atonement of Christ, the Divine inspiration of the
Scriptures, and the eternal punishment of the wicked.
Others, who do not adopt the name of Unitarians,
some of them in positions of honour in the various
churches and colleges, are more or less infected with
this fundamental error, and become increasingly
openly bold in teaching it, so that now a vast number
who profess the Christian name are Socinians or Uni-
tarians in doctrine, and being so, have no Divine
Saviour. A true Christian, one born of God, may, by
reason of false teaching, be led into bypaths of error—
as many, alas are in this day—but we do not regard a
man who denies the proper Deity, the true Godhead
of the Son, as a child of God or a disciple of Jesus
Christ at all. How can anyone be a Christian who has
no Divine Christ? He is not a Christian, but an anti-
christ. To this the testimony of the Word is plain
and clear. An attempt is sometimes made to take the
edge off this by adopting the Christian name. The
notice-board on a small chapel with a dying cause
bears the dual name “Unitarian Christian Church.”



This reminds us of the pirate ship whose captain car-
ried two flags, and sailed under the one which best
suited the occasion. But it will not do. ‘“Whoso
denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father” (1
John ii. 23). “Whoso transgresseth, and abideth not
in the doctrine of Christ, the same hath not God” (2
John 9). *“He is antichrist, that denieth the Father
and the Son’” (1 .John ii. 22). This, Unitarians and
others who refuse to own the essential Godhead of the
Son and His equality with the Father do, and there-
fore are not Christians, but “against Christ.”

Let us turn to the Word of God, where this great
truth of the Divinity of the Lord Jesus is fully set
“forth, and let us examine it reverently and in the
spirit of one who in ages past heard a voice speak,
“Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground” (Exod. iii. 6),
as he drew near to look upon God. The Scriptures
which speak of this subject may, for simplicity, be
grouped under the seven following heads:—

1. The Eternity. of the Son, His pre-existence before

all worlds.

2. His Creator glory, as the One through whom

and for whom all things were made.

3.'His Equality with the Father and the Holy

Spirit.
4. His Titles, and the Divine honours ascribed to
Him, in humiliation and in glory.

5. His Essential Deity, the Son said to be God,

before and after His Incarnation.

6. His Work as Sacrifice, High Priest, and King.

7. His Eternal Glory, Himself the object of worship

on earth and in heaven. ’

1. His Eternity.—In the sublime statement with
which the Gospel of John opens, we read: “In the be-
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God” (John i. 1). Here, the eter-
nity of His being, the distinctness of His personahty,
and His essential Godhead are distinctly declared. In
verse 14, the further testimony is given: “And the
‘Word became flesh,” as the Revised Version correctly
has it. The Eternal Word, who ever was with God,
and who was God, “became flesh,” not ceasing to be
God, but for ever ceasing to be only God, and becom-
ing ‘“Emmanuel, God with us” (Matt. i. 23). Born in
Bethlehem, the Virgin's child, yet ever the mighty
God, ““whose goings have been of old, from the days of
eternity” (Micah v. 2, margin). In His prayer to the
Father, the Lord Jesus asks that He may be glorified
with “the glory which I had with Thee before the

(continued om page v. of cover)



The Clristian f}\%i%
\ e st Pastgonnd

HRISTIANITY claims to be more than a religion. Religons are
man-conceived and man-regulated, but the Christian Fa‘th claims

to be a divine revelation to man. In that fact lies its essential and
fundamental difference from Mohammedan‘’sm, Hinduism, Confucian-
ism, and the many modern cults which pose as religions. To the
Christian his faith is inextricably bound up with the person of Jesus
Christ; and he cannot claim r ght to such a name in the original
connotation of the word, without committ ng himself to very definite
betiefs about the character and work of Jesus of Nazareth. He must
acknowledge Him as Lord, know Him as Saviour, learn from liim as
Teacher, follow H:m as Example, and confide in Him as Mediator.
He sustains to Him a real, sp.r tual re ationship, for, as one writes,
"Christianity is in essence adherence to the Person of Jesus Christ.”

T one time it was considered evidencz of intsllectual suncriority
to deny the historical existence of Jesus Christ. He was at

best a legendary character the product of the imagnation of some p‘ous
Jews whose interests were bound up with the alleged appearance of
their Messiah. Around that egendary person they wove the stories
of certain supernatural incidents, which could eas.ly be distingu shed
from the historical elements in the Gospels, and which quickly d ssolved
before the rational'stic investigations of the Higher Critics. The claim
to finality by thosec who adopted the “scientiﬁc method ’ in their study
of the four documents preserving the record of that unique Life im-
pressed the un nstructed, and did enormous harm "y tempor~rly dis-
crediting their value as authentic portraiture of a genuine personality.

'HAT position, happ‘ly, has been proved untenable, for informed
conservative criticism has restored confidence in the historical
character of the Gospels, and showed how unsound was the foundation
for the unwarranted pronouncements of the mod:rnists. Today no
educated man would deny the rea ity or greatness of Christ's place in
the annals of history. Nothing is more certain than the fact that Jesus
Christ l'ved in Palestine, and His story belongs to general human
knowledge as much as does that of Julius Caesar, or of Alfred the
Great or of George Washington.

E New Testament documents, we have already concluded, are re-
liable and genuine writings of the first century. From them
the Christian derives his information, and to them he looks for instruc-
tion and guidance. In perusing them he is brought into contact with
unassailable fact, and becomes more than ever confirmed in the belief
that His faith is not built upon a combination of folk-lore, myth and
legend, but is based upon the reality of a unigque Person whose character
and works are preserved in records that are authenticated as history
and established as the actual writngs of men who wrote from first-
hand knowledge of the events they describe. The historical value
of the New Testament is unchallengeable. That is acknowledged by
those who have no axe to grind.

N his “Short History of the World,” H. G. Wells remarks, ‘“Our only
direct source of information about the life and teaching of Jesus
are from the four gospels. All four agree in giving us a picture of
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a very definite personality, One is obliged to say, ‘Here is a man.
This could not have been invented’.” To assert that the Gospel story
is a work of imagination does not resolve a difficult problem: it simply
creates a more difficult one, “It would be more incredible,” wrote
Roussaeu, ‘that four should have agreed to manufacture this book than
that there was a single man who supplied the subject matter for it.
No Jewish authors could have hit upon its tone or its morality: the
Gospel has notes of reality which are so great, so striking, so absol-
utely inimitable, that their inventor would be a more astonishing
person than their hero.”

’T’H’E main point of contention is that the character delineated in
the Gospels s that of a real person, and not that of a suppos-
ititious hero. In these documents certain data are made 2vailable from
the reminiscences of four historians: who claim to have been competent
eye-witnesses or to have made critical investigation of their narratives
before they set in order certain facts recognised as authentic and his-
torical by themselves as well as by others (see Luke 1. 1-4). Moreover,
‘no documents have undergone a more searching examination than these.
For two centuries the most enacting scholarship has scrutinised their
contents, attempted to track every statement to its “source,” investi-
gated every possibility of contradiction or confirmation with the result
‘that all this activity “may be stated, without exaggeration to have
.ghown that there are no documents in the world for whose historicity
80 much can be said.”

T is the position maintained by Sir J. G. Frazer, whose sympath-

ies towards divine revelation did not prejudice his attitude. ‘He
‘writes, “The testimony of the Gospels, confirmed by the hostile evid-
ence of Tacitus and the younger Pliny, appears amply sufficient to
establish these facts to the satisfaction of all unprejudiced enqu'rers . .
“The doubts which have been cast upon the historical reality of Jesus
are, in my judgment, unworthy of serious attent'on. Quite apart from
‘the positive evidence of history and tradition, the origin of a great
religious and moral reform is inexplicable without the personal existence
.of a great reformer.”

(YHRISTIANS can be assured, then, that their .faith does not attach

itself to a mere phantom of the first century imagination but
to a real Person whose existence cannot be doubted, and whose influence
upon subsequent centuries is without parallel or peer. Sir John Seeley
in his “Ecce Homo,” a book which presented Jesus Christ as a man of
astounding influence, but not a divine Being, on this point asserts,
“The unbounded personal pretentions, which Christ advances remain
throughout a subject of ever-recurring astonishment. It is common,
in human history, to meet with those who claim some superiority
over their fellows . . . but they dream of nothing greater than of some
partial control over the actions of others for the short space of a life-
time . . . Christ claims to be a perpetual attractive power .. They
contributed to men some discovery and passed away: Christ's discovery
is Himself."”

URELY it 1s not impertinent, in the face of such evidence from non-
Christian sources, for the follower of Christ to maintain that the
unique fact in history is the personality of Jesus. He occuples. a
category by Himself, It is not that He is greater than others. He is
different. There is not another of His kind. “Unique” is the adjective
that fitly designates Him: and that uniqueness consists in the fact
that He is sinless. The universality of ain is thrown into glaring
contrast with the sinlessness of Jesus, A Disciple in “The Faith of
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a Christian” puts it thus: "Paul who felt the burden of this awful
problem as few men have felt it, thought and believed that though man
was hopeless and helpless in himself, God had not left him to defeat and
death, but had provided a Deliverer for him in the person of One,
and the only One in the history of the race, Who had never succumbed
to the bondage and slavery of sin.” The character of Jesus Christ
as presented in the Gospels, is human, yet flawless and taintless. That
fact demands explanation, and involves consequences which cannot
ube eva.ﬂed"_

IF the entail of sin has been broken in only one Person in the

annalg of history, it is permissible to ask for a reasonable ex-
planation. If the life of Jesus was not only free from taint, but also
perfect in every aspect and detail, it is necessary to seek a sufficient
cause for such an effect. The Christian angwer is In one word, The
Igoc:.rnation.——God was manifest in flesh. Jesus Christ was the Son of

T fact has been cogently put by another in these words: “The

great mystery, which lies at the foundation of Christianity,
is declared in the fewest and simplest words. That He who is to show
God to men and to save them from their sins, must be born of a
woman, is plainly necessary. Because ‘the children are partakers of
flesh and blood,” He also must ‘take part of the same.” That He must
be free from the ta‘nt in nature, which passes down to all ‘who are
_born of the will of the flesh or of man,’ is no less obviously requisite.
.Both requirements are met in the super-natural birth of Jesus, and
unless both have been met, He is not, and cannot be, the world's Saviour,
Nor is that supernatural birth less needful to explain His manifestly
sinless character than it is to qualify Him for His unique office. The
world acknowledges that in Him it finds a man without blemish and
without spot. How comes He to be free from the flaws which, like
black streaks in Parian marble, spoil the noblest characters? Surely
if, after millions of links in the chain, which have all been of mingled
metal, there comes one of pure gold. it cannot have had the same
origin as the others. It is part of the chain, ‘the Word was made
flesh’; but it has been cast and moulded in another forge, for ‘that
which 1s conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost'.” *

"l"HE Christian has solid ground beneath his feet.  Everywhere
around him are evidences that his faith rests on historical fact—.
. evidences which confront the critic and challenge him to explanation.
More and more the Gospel documents are becoming accepted as trust-
~worthy history, while the Person of Jesus Christ continues to present
. to the world the greatest enigma in the story of mankind, an enigma
¢ which is resolved the moment the Christian position is accepted and
; He 1s acknowledged as somewhat more than man, but as man’s divine
' Saviour, the Son of God come in flesh.

L] L] *

EVOLUTION,

t LA
L. No single factor has been more potent in the destruction of belief
E.ln God with consequent moral lapses confined to no one section of
men than the unproven theory of Hvolution. Recently we drew at-
 tention to a protest made against the B.B.C. broadcast, “How Things
- Began”, Those interested in combating the evils related to such a
i theory will ind a most useful booklet “Evolution”, obtainable from
Douglas Dewar, “Almora”, Park Ave, Camberley, Surrey. 1 Copy 6d.
12 Coples 4/6. Post Paid.
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NOTES ON 1 CORINTHIANS
% by W. E. VINE, M.A.

Chapter XI,

Verse 5.

But every woman praying or prophesying with her head unveiled
dighonoureth her head;—firstly the idea that the occasions of gatherings
of the assembly are here in view is ruled out by the command in 14.
34, that women are to be silent in the church gathering (the reference is
not to chattering, the word is the same as in verses 28 and 30 of that
chapter). However the words of this statement may be understood,
no explanation can bhe admitted that violates the fundamental rule
that “a plain Scripture may not be set aside because of a-iother not
so easily understood.” ‘The meaning of 1 Cor. 14. 34 is quite unmistak-
able. Therefore this statement cannot refer to the gatherings of an
assembly. There are other occasions than that of an assambly gathering
when a woman can exercise the oral ministry of prayer or testimony,

That Philip had four virgin daughters who prophesied (Acts 21
§, 9) is used as an argument that, as prophetesses in O. T, times were
pubiic characters, so these daughters exercised their gift in church
gatherings. But, firstly, conditions under the Law provide no ground
for the supposition that they were to continue in the assemblies of
the present era. The contrary is the case. The conclusion that Philip’s
daughters prophesied in assembly meetings is without foundation and
is contradicted in the teaching of the Epistles. So with the case of
Elizabeth in Luke 1. 42-45 and that of Anna in 2. 38.

for it is one and the same thing as if she werée shaven ——a woman
appearing unveiled would ind‘cate that she acknow'edged no visible
human head. She would thus shame herself and she might as well be
shaven. In this respect there were two sad and abnormal conditions
(see Num. 5. 18 and Deut. 21. 13): Among the Greeks only immoral
women went unveiied; slave women were shorn,

Verse 6.

For if a woman is not veiled, let her also be shorn: but if it is a
shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be veiled.—lit., if a
woman ‘persists in unveiling herself;’ the verb is in the present con-
tinuous tense, indicating a customary act, and is in the Middle Voice,
implying that her not being veiled is her own persistent act. While
the tenses of the verbs rendered ‘‘be shorn” and “to be shorn” denotes
a single act, that of the verb rendered “(be) shaven” denotes a repeated
act. That is, if a woman insists on having her head uncovered, let
her insist on havmg her hair cut short or shaven, and no woman with
lhe slightest sense of shame would think of such a thing.

Verse T.

For a man indeed ought not to have his head veiled, forasmuch as
he is the image and glory of God »—see Gen. 1. 26. The word rendered-
“image"” signifies a visible representation. Man was designed to be the
representative of his Creator to display the attributes of God, His
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goodness, wisdom and power.* He was also to be the ‘glory of God"”
to manifest His greatness and majesty. There may be a representation
without glory; there may be a shining forth of glory without a visible
representation, Both are combined in man. Accordingly those who
were intended to display all this were not to be covered.

but the woman is the glory of the man.—it does not say she is the
image of man. The spiritual quality of man and wife is not affected
by what the Apostle is setting forth here, but in the lesson drawn from
the natural relationship her honour lies in that she is a manifestation
of man’s greatness and adds dignity to him. The point of the contrast
1s however, that as man is her superior, she cannot so suitably repre-
sent God, who has no superior.

Verses 8, 9.

For the man is not of the woman: for neither was the man created
for the woman, but the woman for the man:—her glory is the reflec-
tion of his, and all this sets forth the higher relationship of the Church
to Christ. When Rebekah learned from her servant that the man who
was walking in the field to meet them was his master, ‘‘she took her
vell, and covered herself" (Gen. 24. 65), not only an indication of her
prospective position with regard to Isaac, but an intimation that her
beauty was for him alone. The true Church does not display its glory
for the admiring gaze of the world. Whatever savours of ostentation
and worldly splendour is mere carnality, and brings no glory to Christ.
The object of the true Church is to direct others to Christ and not to
herself. Every clause in these verses is illustrative of this high and
eternal relationship. When God formed Eve from Adam, He said
“I will make him a help meet for (or answering to) him” (Gen. 2. 18).
The woman thus became his counterpart and complement, and in her
man reaches the full manifestation of .himself.

*In Gen. 1. 26 the word “likeness” goes further than “image:” it
conveys the thought of those moral powers by which man was enabled
to enter into God's thoughts, to understand His counsels, and hold
communion with Him,

Not even Satan’s subtle wiles
Gob

Shall long thy path impede, ’
Though he each faltering step beguiles,

Trust God thy way to lead;
%Batg anh The panoply that He provides
g m 5 Now conl.*u:lent:lyh \:lrear, 4
He not alone through danger guides,
nﬁ Br He hears and answers Prayver!
i%l?ﬂptl‘ This world a changing, passing thing,
! Will cold and hostile prove,
z But thou canst soar on eagle wing

To brighter scenes above;
Mourn not the loss of dainty meat,
No sinful pleasures share,

For every day new grace entreat,—-

God hears, and answers prayer!

D sl



THAT WEE LAND

by W. W. Fereday, Rorthesay

"I“HE Bible was never intended to teach either Geography or History,
although the observant reader will gather much information of
a geographical and historical character as he pursues his studies through
the Book of God. The divine aim in the Scriptures is to reach heart
and conscience, in order that the reader may deepen his knowledge of
God, and become intimately acquainted with His ways. The purposes
and ways of God are opened out in the Sacred Volume with considerable
detail, and the understanding of them tends on the one hand to separate
the believer from the whole order of things which constitutes man’s
world, and on the other hand it expands his communion with God, and
draws out his heart in adoration to the One whose ways are so full
of wisdom and power. N
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GOD’S PLANS

The aim of the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures being thus moral
and spiritual, places, persons, and events are only mentioned in so
far as they fall in directly with God’s plans. Thus Nebuchadnezzar
and his conquests are dealt with at considerable length, while Julius
Caesar and his much mgore extensive conquests are altogether un-
noticed. This is because Nebuchadnezzar was the first head of Gentile
Imperial Power, with authority directly given him by God, (Dan. 2.
37-38) while Caesar was merely one of the many ambitious rulers
whom God in His providence has allowed to arise from time to time.
Again, Abram’s crossing of the Euphrates from Mesopotamia into
Canaan is noted because, although at first sight it appears to be just
the removal of a family from.one place to another, it was really an
itmportant step in the development of the ways of God for the deliver-
ance and blessing of all the nations. But Caesar’s crossing of the
Rubicon, which historians regard as a turning point in the world’s
politics, is ignored in Scripture, although it took place in Bible times.

THE LAND OF THE BOOK.

Now, with regard to lands, many are named in the Book of God;
but there is one land, at present called “Palestine,” which comes before
us repeatedly from Genesis to Revelation. Yet it is by no means the
largest of the many lands noticed by the Spirit of God. It is almost
startling to find two of the greatest countries of the earth only incid-
entally mentioned. China (“the land of Sinim”) is mentioned in Isa
49. 12; and India is simply mentioned in Esther 1. 1, and 8. 8, as indi-
cating a boundary line.

These are not man’s ways. The wee land that is never very far from
the thoughts of those who love the Lord Jesus has a place in the ways
of God which no other land has ever had or will have, (It may be
remarked in passing that the land of promise is more extensive than
anything that Israel has yet possessed, for it extends from the river
Nile to the Euphrates—Gen, 15. 28), )

DIVINELY GIVEN NAMES.

The land bears three names in Scripture. Palestine, derived from
the Philistines who seized the coastal regions and succeeded in _sta.mping
their name upon the whole country; Canaan (Gen. 12, 5, 6) is remin-
iscent of the inhabitants of the land in general before Joshua’'s conquest;
the Land of Israel (Matt 2. 20, 21) is the proper name, marking it as
the gift of God to the people of His choice.
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God’s own description of the land is truly delightful :—
“The pleasant land” (Dan, 8. 9). .
“The glorious land” (Dan. 11. 16 and 41). N
“The glory of all lands” (Ezek, 20, 6 and 15).
“The most lovely inheritance of the nations" (Jer. 3. 19, Darby).
“A land flowing with milk and honey” (Ex. 3. 8).
“A plentiful country” (Jer. 2. 7).

It is a pleasure to transcribe these words, for we learn from them
that God delights to give the very best to those who put their trust
in Him, which the people of Israel will certainly do ere long.

" THE PROBLEM LAND,

God's land is very much to the fore as we write. The statesmen
of Europe would gladly shelve the matter, for they have headaches
enough with Poland, Greece, Rumania etc. But the problem must be
faced. The powerful Arab League is determined that Palestine shall
not be fillled with Jews; the French desire to dominate Syria and
Damascus; and the British wish to hold Palestine because of its strategic
importance; but God intends the whole land of promise (not Palestine
only) for Israel, and all others must clear out, save such as are willing
to remain as the humble servants of the chosen nation (Isa. 61. 5).
This will not be accomplished without fierce conflicts. In God's land
the armies of the Western, Eastern and Northern powers will meet
their doom in the order here indicated. :

But, oh, the transformation when the King comes! The land, so
long a desolation, will be fruitful as a garden, even “The desert shall
rejoice or blossom as the rose” (Isa. 35. 1). “The Lord shall set His
hand again the second time to recover the remnant of His people.”
(Isa, 11, 11). OIld antagonisms will pass away and the twelve tribes
will live together in peace and harmony. Ezekiel was shown in vision
the Sanctuary of Jehovah rebuilt, with the glory-cloud returning to
it. Because of this Jerusalem shall be called Jehovah-Shammah, ie.
“Jehovah is there” (Ezek. 48. 35). Centuries before the prophet's day,
David wrote ‘“Because of Thy Temple at Jerusalem shall kings bring
presents unto Thee” (Psa. 68, 29). The earth’s centre of government
in the kingdom-age will not be London, Rome, Moscow, or any other
Gentile city, but the long-despised Jerusalem. “And it shall come
to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against
Jerusaiem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King,
‘Jehovah of Hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles” (Zech. 14. 16).

THE KING'S ENTRY.

He Who was once led out of the gates of the city with a Cross upon
His shoulder amid the execrations of the people will yet pass through
the gates triumphantly as the King of glory (Psa. 24). His people will
be willing in the day of His power (Psa. 110, 3). How changed will
be the condition of the people when they say “Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice In His salvation!"”"
(Isa. 25. 9).

Every problem will then find its true solution. The whole house
of Israel will be restored to God, every one righteous; and all the
nations of. the earth will acknowledge Jehovah's choice of Israel and
Zion. Accepting their true place in subordination to Israel and sub-
mitting to the kingship of Christ all the nations of the earth will be
fully blessed. Righteousness, peace, glory and blessing will fill the
whole scene now covered by sin, sorrow and death. But all this
awaits the return in glory of the Unwanted Christ. Until then that
wee land with its :city Jerusalem will continue to be ‘““a burdensome
stone for all people” (Zech. 12, 3).
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CHURCH TRUTH - Reception

by W. FISHER HUNTER, U.S.A.

F we fall to see that there is a “within” and “without” in Scripture,
we shall very likely under-value or see no need for the truth and
practice of reception relative to local assembly fellowship. We cite
three Scriptural cases to show “within” and “without’’ as established
facts. The assembly at Corinth was called upon to punish (2 Cor, 2, 6)
one of its number by excluding him from its fellowship (1 Cor, 2, 8)
and such action was justified on the ground that it had the right to
judge those “within"—whereas God judged those ‘“without”, Second,
we read of brethren being cast out of the church (3rd John 10), We
know it was not a material butiding out of which they were cast,
for in no instance in Scripture does the word ‘'church” have that meaning
even though it is commonly attached to it by the world, Thirqg, in
1st John 2., 19 we read: “They went out from us, but they were not
of us.” We ask: from what did they go out, and where did they go,
if there ts no “within” and “without”?

We know that responsibility is laid upon no one relative to receiving
into the great body of professing Christians cailed Christendom, It
.will also be admitted that man has nothing to do with receiving into
the true Church, which is Christ’s body. He alone builds that (Matt.

16. 18). Clearly then, reception must necessarily be a local assembly
responsibility. ’

In some places the truth and practice of reception is minimised,
ignored, or given up entirely because of ignorance, or on the plea that
it has been abused or caused trouble. Surely that is no reason for
setting this truth aside! On the contrary, the present influx of false
profession, doctrinal error, and the increasing tendency to laxity in
morals demands that special emphasis be laid upon it. Properly used,
it 1s an assembly safeguard.

This article does not deal with individual reception of Christians
one with another to social intercourse and fellowship; but rather with
reception into the local assembly fellowship, with its privileges and
responsibilities (see Rom. 14 for former, also Cor. 2. 7-10 and 1st Tim.
3. 16 for latter). -

RECEPTION THROUGH EXAMINATION

Reception should be an intelligent act on the part of the whole
assembly fellowship. It is expected that those who seek fellowship
have been baptised, and if not, are willing to be—not as THE essential
to reception, but rather as a first, important, and incumbent respon-
gibllity belonging to them as believers. It is not a matter of form,
but rather it is a matter of Divine Order. Baptism is linked with
believing. Were this order followed, there would be no unbaptised
believers seeking reception. A person may be a fit subject for baptism,
and yet lack fitness to be received into the local asembly. To say
that “Life and not light is the title to fellowship” is misleading, in
that it does not fully state the case. It will be admitted that a person
may have Divine life, and yet be found living in sin and even holding
and propagating doctrinal error (1 Cor. 5. 2; 1 Tim. 1. 18). Surely
such are unfitted for fellowship.

Reception should be a intelligent act on the part of the whole
assembly. To make it so, a commendable custom is to announce the
names of those who seek fellowship some time in advance of the time get
for their reception. This will give time for examination and inguiry
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(or objections, if any are to be raised) and will help to maintain peace
and obtain oneness of mind. Further, seeing that reception is into the
fellowship, and constitutes much more than the privilege of eating the
Lord’s Supper, those coming should be advised of the responsibilities
of taking such a step. It wifl mean the giving up of all unscriptural
fellowships, for it is incongruous and untenable that the person may
be in the fellowship of God's assembly and yet remain in an ungodly
or unscriptural religious fellowship. It will also involve sharing the
assembly’s responsibilities as well as its privileges. In days like
these in which we live, when there is so much “lip profession” and
spurious conversion, those who examine should not easily be satisfied.

Another way of receiving is
WITH LETTER.

That this was a custom in the apostolic days may be seen from 2nd
Cor. 3. 1; Acts 18, 27; Rom. 16, 1, The letter should tell the moral
and spiritual value of the one it commends. As an example, we call
attention to Paul’s commendation of Phoebe. He terms her a sister,
a servant of the church, and a succourer of many. Formal printed let-
ters fail to do this, therefore are not suitable in every case. Further:
letters should be signed by more than one person; and if .such sign-
ers are well known and highly esteemed, the letter will have added
value. Letters should be dated and retained by that assembly to
which the bearer was specifically commended. Letters are godly safe-
guards, and when properly used they prevent the reception of the
unacceptable, The practice of strangers seeking to be received without
letters should be discouraged on the ground that it is unscriptural,
creates suspicion, and gives unnecessary exercise to the assembly re-
ceiving that one. Strangers can foster fellowship by carrying letters,
and overseers can help by seeing that those who leave their midst are
glven letters whenever possible.

Another way of being scripturally received is by
ORAL TESTIMONY.

As may be seen from Acts 9. 26-29, where we have a person geeking
‘to be received without a letter. His experience serves to show us how
such & one may be treated. The receiving assembly manifested care-
fulness. We read, “They were all afraid of him and believed not that he
was a disciple” No one has a right to be received on his or her own
testimony. Our Lord confirmed this when He said, “If I bear testimony
of Myself My witness is not true.” A properly commended person ought
not to be received with suspicion. Sometimes circumstances prevent
one from securing a letter, as in the case of Paul who had to leave
Damascus {n no ordinary way. Then others may seek to come in from
worldly religious systems or from such places as would not be accep-
able, Cases like the above should be tested by examination or approv-
ed by the testimony of another; they should reeceive consideration
coupled with carefulness. In using carefulness to prevent the reception
of the unfit, we should also use consideration that we may not rejéct
the worthy. In Paul's case, the brethren received him on the strength
of the testimony of Barnabas, Our estimation of a person should be
based on what he now is, rather than what he once was, or where he
comes from. Nationality, social standing, or human relationship
should carry no weight. Attention should also be given to the character
of the person who commends another, for all do not have  the
ability to discern between the false and the true. Barnabas was a good
man, full of faith and the Holy Spirit. Testimony from such a perepn
carries much moral weight,
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The Sanctifier and the Sanctified

¥ .
Hebrews 2. 11-12. By John R. Stephen, Aberdeen,

HEAVEN, or to be precise, the third heaven, is the dwelling place of

God. Men regard this region as the highest state of bliss. They
are right in their assumption. Earth can furnish no vocabulary in
which these scenes can be narrated, as its unspeakable words declared.
(2 Cor. 12,. 1-4). Yet, how few séem to realise that a flawless title
must be secured ere a divine warrant exists even to anticipate its holy
joys. Heaven is no place for the unregenerate. God is to people
this thrice happy region with holy beings conformed to the image
of His Son. “We . . . joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ by
Whom we have received the reconcitiation” (Rom. 5. 11)

RICHER BLESSINGS.

Divine love cannot remain alone: it requires the companions on
whom this love is set. Both mutual and reciprocal is its character.
‘O Naphtali, satisfied with favour and full with the blessing of the
Lord” (Deut. 33. 23). How this contrasts with that restless condition
descriptive of the same tribe in Gen, 49, 21! "Naphtali is a hind
let loose.” Yet the very choicest of Israel’s blessings cannot be compared
with those spiritual blessings which are ours in Christ. They far
transcend the favours bestowed upon an earthly people as heaven s
higher than the earth.

WHAT GOD CAN DO.

But before we proceed further we are reminded of Job's very
sengible question— “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
(Job 14, 4). Pollution dark and turgid has flowed in a steady channel
from Eden onward. God Himself must intervene if disaster, over-
whelming in its incidence, is to be averted. Every worik of God in the
soul is of necessity thorough. . “I know that whatsoever God doeth
it shall be for ever: nothmg can be put to it nor anything taken from it.”
So spoke the Preacher in Eccl. 3. 14, It is most blessed to countenance
that what He has established can suffer no defeat. There is a home
where the fang of the Serpent can instil no deadly poison nor evil thing
dare intrude. This old world has to acknowledge—"It is not in me!”
(Job 28. 14) but entirely outside the sphere of death, far beyond the -
ken of mere mortals.

THE PERFECT WORK.

Facts such as these did not escape the acquiescence of God’s electing
grace when He chose the saint in Christ. Purification no less efficacious
than that which meets the demands of His holiness was an urgency
not to be dismissed. Where is the One competent to carry out this
cleansing process? “Lo I come to do thy will, O God” (Heb. 10, 9)
is the answer. “We are sanctified through the offering of the body ef
Jesus Christ, once for all” (verse 10). Perfect offering this! Nothing
less cou'!d suffice: nothing more was needed.

TRUE SANCTIFICATION.

There are certain vague ideas abroad as to what the term sanc-
tification means. In Hebrews 2, 11 at all events, they who are sanctified
enjoy this distinction as linked with the Sanctifier. Who would suggest
aught to make the contract more binding? Close aﬂinlty exists between
Sanctification, Separation and Consecration. They are common to cither
Testament. Aaron and his sons were sanctified (Lev. 8. 30), separated
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(1 Chron. 23. 13), consecrated (Exodus 29. 29). This priestly family,
the divine service, their garments, their food, their handling of holy
things, all the habiliments of their sacred office, every movement
connected with the Tabernacle of Testimony are now translated for us
into words which the Holy Ghost teacheth.. How full our heritage! The
weglth of the ages has descended upon us!

Precious beyond measure is our oneness with Christ. Kvery be-
liever has part in this divine unity. Our association with Him is on
the other side of death: the New Creation is entirely apart from the
Old. Outside of Resurrection it does not exist. Union with Christ in
Incarnation is a monstrous fallacy (however attractive it may be to the
unrenewed mind), and a dangerous doctrine to boot. But our union
with Him in this new order enables Him to declare unto us the Father's
namie. Here we touch assembly ground where “He is not ashamed
to call us brethren.” Today we live in the full light of this revelation.
If the truths of the assembly, not only in its local but corporate char:
acter in the ways of God fails to grip the apprehension of believers,
there cannot be intelligent understanding of cognate truths in respect
of dispensations allied to the revelation of this great mystery.

PERFECT UNITY.

The unity of Christ with His people is the burden of our message:.
Sanctifier and Sanctified are all of one—not contingent upon our faith-
fulness: it does not enter into it. If it did who considers himself
eligible to occupy this high ground? But let it not be said that this is
a plea for lax methods either in doctrine or morals. On the conlrary,
“He that saith he ahideth in Him ought himself also to walk, even as
He walked” (1 John 2. 6). Further, the enjoyment of these precious
things is a matter of very real moment to the believer. To know the
will of the Father and have that knowledge divorced from practice,
it hecomes nothing more than a snare to be avoided at all cost.

It calls for continual exercise to have part with Christ experimen-
tally. When Peter in John 13 disclaims the Lord’s gracious act in
feet washing in reference to himself, he was met with His Master's
tender correction : “If I wash thee not thou hast no part with Me."”
Peter was equally beside the mark when he solicited a further -applic-
ation of the water in the bason to his hands and head. Ounce more ths
Lord’s answer to His ardent, if still uninstructed disciple emphasises
the truths He would inculcate upon .all His own since that remarkable
occasion—'‘He that is washed all over needs not wash save his feet
but is wholly clean” (verse 10 JN.D.). These distinctions are profoundly
significant and enter into the whole fabric of the Christian Faith.

PRIVILEGE AND RESPONSIBILITY.

May the Holy Spiirt stir up the heart of the Lord’s beloved people
to value Increasingly their association with Christ in these holy bonds!
While privilege enters into all this there are also responsibilities im-
perative in their demands which cannot be thrust aside. The shining
virtues of a life of faith are sure evidences that besides heing satisfied
with the mere objective side of the truth a corresponding subjective
state is in progress which will resound to the honour and glory of God.
Paul’s desire for the Thessalonians expressed so simply in that
epistie will help us here: ‘“‘And the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5. 23).
Let us never lend ourselves to those easy conditions which cramp and
stunt a vigorous Christianity.
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‘ecmformify to CHRIST

By the Late H. B. Thompson,

WE know we are predestined by the grace of God to be conformed
to the likeness of His Son. That likeness will be ours perfectly
when the Lord Jesus Christ comes, Who will transform our bodies of
humiliation that they may be fashioned like unto His own body of
glory (Phil. 3. 21) and “As we have borne the image of the earthy,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly” (1 Cor. 15 48). That s,
so to speak, the divine side of the transformation. But then there is
the other side, the side for which, in measure at least, we through the
power of God enabling us are responsible. That the Apostle brings
before us very clearly in 2 Cor, 3. 18, when he says: ‘“But we all,
with open (unveiled) face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image’’; and I think we may judge of our
advance in the divine life in proportion to the likeness of the Lord Jesus
Christ which is beng manifested in us and through us and by us.

THE PERFECT EXAMPLE,

The Lord Jesus tells us in Matt. 11. 29 that He is “meek and lowly
in heart”. That meekness or that lowliness is not natural to any one
of us. It was through pride that Satan fell: he said “I will be as God”
and God cast him down from heaven. He came into the garden of
Eden and told Eve virtually that God did not really love her and her
husband; that if God had really loved them He would not have withheld
anything from them, not even the fruit of that tree which He had for-
bidden them to taste Satan on that occasion said “Ye shall be as
the Triune God” (as the word should be rendered) and Adam fell through
partaking of that forbidden fruit. Satan well knew what he was doing
when: he went to the garden of Eden and poisoned the spring; and
everything coming from that spring bears the pollution. It was there
he instilled those seeds of pride and folly which are in every human
heart, no matter who he or she is. If we have been enabled to repress
them more than others, no thanks to us; it has been the grace of God
and nothing but His grace. But we are predestinated to be conformed to
the image of His Son and God means that we, through our consideration
of the life of the Lord Jesus and our contemplation of Him and
of the perfection of His ways, should be transformed daily in spirit into
the likeness of Him Who ‘“was meek and lowly in heart”.

A GRACIOUS TRANSFORMATION,

I sometimes think of the Apostle Paul's reference to himself in
1 Tim. 1, 13-14, where he speaks of how the mercy of God had abounded
toward him who was formerly “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and
injurious” (or as that word in the original means ‘‘an insolent over-
bearing man’’); that the grace of God so reached his heart and so
transformed him that he could by the Spirit of God say to these Thess-
alonian believers ‘“We were gentle among you” (1 Thess. 1, 7). Ah!
who made that smoking firebrand, that smoking volcano, as Saul of
Tarsus once was, into a gentle ma.n" It was the grace of God operating
on his heart; contemplation of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and the
companlonshlp with Him Who is “meek and lowly in heart”
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The Editor, The Believers Magazine,
Dear Sir,

May I, as a young believer, take the liberty of expressing my
thanks and appreciation of the realistic attitude adopted in the January
ed toral towards what many like myseif feel from our Ownh experience
is a erucial question of the day.

To young people affected by the educationa] and cultural standards
of the day, with their often semi-agnostic bias, messages and books
conta'ning sound and modern apologetic for the great truths so surely
believed among us are in very truth ‘food and drink. To one in daily
contact with those who do not profess the faith, intellectual oroblems
are bound to occur: for such an one light and perhaps fanciful addresses
are not ony of little help but may even be dangerous, while honest
tackling of the problems not only leads to a deeper devotion to the God
Who has revealed Himse f, but can produce a grip upon the basic
doctrines of the faith which could not otherwise be attained. Perhaps
only in this way can some of us really enter into the truth that ‘the
foolishness of God is wiser than men: and the weakness of God is
stronger than men’

Personally, I am looking forward greatly to further articles in
the series. If it is not also under consideration, would it perhaps
be possible to include” particulars of recent sound books of Chr stian
apologetics? One fee!s that the information would be invaluable to
many.

Yours sincerely in the Lord Jesus Christ,

F. R. Coad.
Footnote by Editor,

It is interesting to note our brother’s desire to have a list of
hooks on Christian Apologetics. Readers of mature judgment are invit-
ed to send names.of such books which have helped them, and the
Editor may be able to compile a list suitable for young Christian
students.

PONDER THESE!

“Evangelism true and thorough is not a debater, but a witness;
It does not argue, it testifies.”
L] » *

“Relieving is like an open door that leads you into an immense

storehouse.”
* L *

“False notions are learned much more easily than truth. The
Truth meets with the opposition of the flesh in us, whereas error
meets with no such oppoaition;" .

. '
He who works in the field of the world

Must work with a faith sublime,

For the seed which he sows must lie in the ground

And wait God’s own good time.

But nevertheless the harvest is sure,

Though the sower the sheaves may not see;
For never a word was spoken for Him,

But shall ring for eternity.
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“That we might receive the
adoption of sons.”

BT IY RO IOV £H NN

by H. E. MARSOM

X

Following our last ®study, in
which we saw one of the Divine
purposes in the death of the LORD
to be, that we might become the
righteousness of GOD in Christ,
let us now further consider that it
was also the Divine purpose in
that atoning death “that we might
receive the adoption of sons:" for
“God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the Law, that
He might redéem them which were
under the Law, that we might
receive the adoption of Sons” Gal.
4, 4, 5, R.V. This word ‘“sons”
whilst emphasising filial relation-
ship to the Father denotes a great-
er dignity, liberty and privilege
than the word ‘“children” does. All
who are born of God become the
children of God: by “the adoption of
sons,” the child is placed in all the
dignity, the liberty, the privilege
of sonship. (As the R.V. shows
the distinction between the two
words more clearly, it will be well
to use the R. V. in this study).

Let us first note this placing as
sons could only be made. possible
by redemption, that is, by the
“redemption that is in ' Christ
Jesus,” Rom. 3. 24: that redemption
in which He is both the Redeemer
and the Ransom, Tit. 2. 14; 1 Tim.
2. 6; Matt, 20. 28; and that that
redemption could only be effected
by the precious blood of Christ:
which means nothing less than His
infinitely holy, and infinitely prec-
ious life laid down for us in death,
1 Pet. 1. 18 19; Lev. 17. 11, 14;
John 10, 15-18.

“that He might D edeem” us

“that we might ecefve the adop-
tion of sons.”

This' word ‘receive” shows that

this inestimable privilege and pos-
ition, like the bestowal of Eternal
Life and justification, is a sover-
eign - and gracious gift of God.
Under Law, even the faithful law-

CRUGENIIIAUSIRNE . BOE:DUE S @0 B GRS BB eNEn Q

giver Moses, was but “as ‘a
servant,” Heb. 3. 5; but grace
places us among the ‘“many sons”
God is now bringing unto glory,
Heb. 2. 10. Though the penitent
prodigal aspired to be no more than
“ag one of thy hired servants,”
yet the Father in His love and
grace places him as "this my son.”
Luke 15. 19, 24, “So that thou
art no longer a bondservant, but
a son; and if a son, then an heir
through God,” Gal. 4. 7. A son
with all the dignity, the liberty,
and privileges of true sonship: en-
titled to the inheritance as “heirs
of God and joint-heirs with Christ”
Rom,. 8. 17 cf 1 Peter 1. 4; Eph.
1, 11, 14,

This high privilege was no after-
thought with GOD, but was part
of His eternal purpose for us; for
in love He ‘‘foreordained us unto
adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ unto Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will, to
the praise of the glory of His
grace” Eph. 1. 4-6. There was a
foreshadowing of this high priv-
ilege of the Christlan in the adop-
tion of Israel of old, Rom. 9. 4 8,
26; for God claimed Israel as “My
son, even My firstborn,” saying to
Pharoah “Let My son go,” Ex. 4.
22, 23, and cf Hos. 1. 10; 11 ;
Deut. 14, 1; 32. 6.

Thig privileged adoption as sons
brings the one thus adopted under
the loving Fatherly discipline of
God, Who “reasoneth with you
as with sons, . . . . and
scourgeth every son whom He re-
ceiveth . . . God dealeth with you
as with sons.” But all such
chastening is an expression and
proof of our Father's love, and of
the reality of our sonship: it is
all for our profit and sanctification,
it calls for humble, childlike sub-
jection to Him Who is the Father
of spirits; and ylelds peaceable
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fruits of righteousness where there
is excercise under the discipline,
Heb. 12, 5-11.

There should be developed a
Hkeness in character between the
“song’* and their “Father which is
in heaven,” so that this manifest
family likeness shall show them
to be indeed “sons” of their Father
Matt. 5. 4448, cf also Phil. 2. 14,

future a manifestation, a “reveal-
ing of the sons of God,” which will
take place at the “adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body,”
Rom, 8. 19, 23, when we shall be
changed, and “we shall be like
Him : for we shall see Him even as
He i8' 1 John 3. 1-3, Let us
ever remember that this is all be-
cause Christ died for us to redeem

16; I John 3. 10. This maenifest-
ation should take place here and
now; but there is to be in the

THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL .

The truth of the Gospel is that man, whether Jew or Gentile, has
no righteous standing before God, is in fact, totally condemned; and at
the cross of Christ is the definite legal execution of that condemnation,
and the bearing of the curse which the law had pronounced, and that
the believer, now cleared by death from condemnation, and from the
law-systemm which pronounced it, lives in the life of the risen Christ
unto God, controlled and governed now, not by the demands and regul-
ations of the law, “by the faith of the Son of God,” le., the Son
of God made a living bright reality to the soul by faith. Of this new
iife, love is the motive force, the compelling power, for the Son of God,
it says, ‘“loved me, and gave Himself for me.” F.B.H.

L Ld .

“A worldly religion, which forms a system in which the worid
can walk, and in which the religious element i{s adapted to men on
the earth, is the denial of Christianity.”

us, so that we might receive the
adoption of sons. ’

L] » *

“Those who venture on an enterprise of any sort without God
must not wonder if their service be without His honour and blessing.”

LORD’S WORK FUND.

For Needy Saints and War Relief, in
fellowship with Elder Brethren In this and
other lands.

Sums contributed for distribution amongst
commended Labourers, Missionaries, and
others looking tu the Lord alone for

support.
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15—Walker A. _._. - 110 ©

£28 14 1 21—Eph. 4. 28 .. . 1.0 0

A
N
1)
-
)
®»

The Bearly Bible Calendar

by Henry Groves
An Arrangement of the Scriptures for the Daily
Reading of the New Testament in one Year and of
the Old Testament in one or two Years.
Price 13d each.
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Address correspondence to Mr.
Andrew Dorland, M.A., 1, Muir
Drive, lrvine. .

Questions may be sent to Mr.
W. Rodgers, 15 Market Street,
Omagh, Co. Tyrone, N. [reland;
Mr. E. W. Rogers, 79 Blenheim
Gardens, Wallington, >urrey, or
direct to the publishers.

'Question A. Please explain th Lord’s
‘action in stooping down and writing on
the stones in John 8.

Answer A. The case in hand wag that
of a normal breach of the Mosaic Lew.
One guilty pair was brought before the
F.ord, and Moses was r]~imed for author-
izing her death. The whole affair was an
endcavour to find giound not to cuse
the woman but the Lord. What will He
say? Mad e any right to say contrary
to the Mosaic Law? Was not that final?
Who was He? Let His action tell. God,
in the first instance, had twice wriiten the
law in tables of stone; here was the Law
Giver who again twice writes on_ the
stone. The presence of the Law Giver
cordemns all in that company and all
slink away from Ilis presence and fTe.
the Law Giver, come n grace to save Law
breakers, refuses to enact the penally on
the one hand or to countenance the s
on the other. “Neither do 1 condemu
thee”—He will not throw stones at Law
breakers. - ““Go and sin no more’—Ile will
not gountenace their guiit. E.W.R.

Question B. What is the force of John
2. 4 What has this to do with the incid-
ent record:d?

Answer B. ‘“Mine hour” stands for the
period in which the power of the Lord
Jesus will be displayed and in egxercise.
When He was lhere in lowliness He de-
scribes that period as “‘your hour.” That
was then present; His hour had not vet
come. It was not_then the time for the
public display of His glory. When that
hour comes e will be seen to be the
possessqr of the authority over all that
passeth through the air, on the "earth and
in the sea, In grace He anticipates the day
of His glory in this miracle (which typic-
ally portrays  the millenial blessing  of
Israel) and gives a sign miracle, showing -
His authority over one part of the mater-

ial creation, a tokem of His universal
sway. .
As to the expression ‘““Woman, what

have I to do with thee,” I believe this
to mean that the absence of wine was a
matter for the host; it was not for them
as guests to call attention to it; it w-s
neither the affair of Mary nor of the Lord,
both being guests. Behold, what courtesy
and proprietry there is with the Lord
Jesus! Yet, in grace He meets the need
and thus displays His essential power.
Question - C. Why' &d the Lord Jesus
comaiend the uniust steward, for what
he was doing seemg to be anything but
honourable? Luke 16. 8.

Answer C. “The questioner has misrcad the
passige. The Lord Jesus does not com-
mend the action; it 1s his own lord who

does. Refer to verse 3. That is to say
the lord of verse 8 was his employer.

R.V. gives ‘his lord.’ The commendation
was because the unjust steward had acted
discreetly in regard to himself “1aking
measures to safeguard his future when he
would be out of employment. It wag the
worldly wise policy of the sons of this
age from which the children of light may
at least, learn a lesson, viz. to act in the
present with an eye to the future. llow
many fail to take the lorg view!!

Question D. Can one have full fellowshi
v ith thos: who are known as Pentecostal,
also Four Square, and can we accept at
at the Lord's Table any of them in the
Light of O.B. principles and a pathway
of separation?

Answer D. This question is badly worded.
What are O.8, principles? 1f 1hey are
supposed to be scriptural then why did
not the quest.oner use the words Scrip-
tural principles?’ ILet us avod sectarian-
tsm as we would the plague.

There is no such thing in the New
Testament as  fellowship at the Lord’s
Supper to the exclusion of :ny other

church privileges or respons bilities. There-
fore, if a believer is received it shou!d not
be with any reserves. As to the case
mentioned no hard and fast rules can be
lad down. Care must be exercised to see
that while we seek to separate from all
forins of sectar.anism or heresies we do
not drive away from us earnest souls who
~re seeking scriptural paths., Why, indeed,
do they come to us? Each rase must be
judged in its own merits. 1f by receiving
one the door is opened tor wrong teaching
or unseemly behaviour in the assembl
the elders must take care of the flo

and safeguard them. If they can only be
received by .mposing a muzzle they should
consider whether the doctrines they wish
to suppress are sufficiently sericus to war
rant refusal at the table. A difference
must be made also between the propagators
of the teaching and the unwary who have
been caught thereby., The matter demands
careful thought and princ.pled courage.

E.V

THE BOOK OF JOB.
Tested vet triumphant.
JOB'S CHARACTER
JOB’'S CONDUCT

JOB’'S CONFLICT

Ch. I. v. 1
Ch. I. vv, 4, 5,

Ch. I. v. 13—11. 13,
CONVERSATIONS
Ch. III—Ch. XXXIX.

COMPENSATION
Ch. XLIIL. vv. 12417,

JORB’S
JOR'S

Do you read “THE CHRISTIAN WORKER”?
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