
ABSENT FBOM THE B'ODY-
PEESENT WITH THE LORD." 

2 CORINTHIANS V. 8. 

'Two things go together for us as saints; the certainty 
of the Lord's coming, and the uncertainty whether or 
not we shall fall asleep before He come. Known to 
God only is it whether I shall have put off the taber
nacle of the fyody, or be found in occupation of it when 
Christ returns in the cloud: but in presence of the cer
tainty of His coming, the uncertainty whether I shall 
then be in the body, or out of the body, however much 
it may interest, does not disturb, me* In either case a 
blessedness is assured to us richly surpassing our pre
sent blessing, and we can happily entrust to His 
sovereignty the disposal of our earthly house of taber
nacle ! It is good to be for Him here ; it is " far better* * 
to fall asleep and go to Him; but best of all to awake 
in His likeness if I have slept, or, if living when He 
comes, to see Him as He is! This, the superlative 
thing, and not the comparative, though that also be 
blessed, is what the Lord always puts before us as the 
object of our hope; nothing short of this is the " mark 
for the prize,'' or the desired consummation when He 
and we are glorified together! The fact that in scrip -
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ture the Holy Ghost uniformly connects our hearts* 
aspirations with the return of Christ should suffice to 
satisfy every saint of God that the superlative thing, 
that which is the subject of " that blessed hope," is 
His coming, and that if we substitute anything else, it 
only indicates that we are out of the mind and current 
of the Spirit of God. But while that be incontestable, 
and cannot be too emphatically maintained, the fact 
that so many saints have fallen asleep since the assembly 
of God first acquired " that blessed hope," and that 
one after another around us is ever and anon retiring to 
rest, necessitates to our souls a very deep and ever re
newed interest in the character of their blessing. 

The thief in whom grace wrought on the cross, 
blessed as was the new-born desire of his heart, got 
help on three points, each of exceeding interest. He 
asked (1) to be remembered by the Lord, (2) at His 
coming, (3) in His kingdom. The Lord both corrected 
and surpassed each feature of his request, for He pro
mised (1) that he should be with Him (2) that day (8) 
in paradise ! This affords the fullest scripture teaching 
as to the blessedness of those who put off this taber
nacle, and connecting it with Paul's testimony, that 
*' absent from the body," the saint is " present with the 
Lord;" that "to depart and to be with Christ is far 
better;" and that "to die is gain," clearly establishes 
that the emancipated spirit enjoys (1) the blessedness 
of being with Christ, which is far better than any bless
ing enjoyed below, (2) that such blessedness is imme
diate, and (3) it is in the elysium of His own presence, 
a locality otherwise undefined. 

But if this summarises the direct instruction which 
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the Holy Ghost has given us in the word, yet may we 
safely and soberly predicate a variety of aspects of the 
blessedness involved in that momentous change of con
dition into which the spirit is introduced when the 
earthly house of its tabernacle is vacated. Disencum
bered of the body, it is at once relieved from the drag 
or resistance which a sinful body, however well adapted 
for the exercises of faith* and as an instrument for 
service to the Lord in a sinful world, must inevitably 
impose upon its freedom. With what new gladness 
shall we reflect that we can never grieve His blessed 
heart any more, nor ever again bring dishonour upon 
His peerless name; that sin and sorrow, toil and trouble, 
care and conflict, and all that tends to weaken our love 
and attachment to the Lord, or hinder its outflow, with 
every other thing that tells of the fall and the curse% are 
left behind for ever! Whether it be the needs and 
weakness of humanity as created, or its sick and suffer
ing condition as fallen, or as the vehicle in whieh my 
will would work, that abode in which the flesh dwells 
—all this I am freed from on leaving the body: no 
more can I know want or weariness ; no more pain and 
anguish; no more workings of a perverse will, of a 
carnal mind, of a heart at enmity with God! By 
vacating the body I have broken every link with the 
flesh and its activities, with the world and its elements; 
I have parted company, never to be resumed, with the 
first man and the Adamic creation, with man's world 
and the world's god. What a release from Satan's hos
tility and subtlety; what an escape from every snare 
of the fowler; from the world, too, Satan's usurped 
empire; no further exposure to its hydra-headed oppo-
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8ition to Christ and to those who are His; the wilder
ness past, with all its painful experiences of battlings 
and buffetings, and the hayen reached where all evil 
is excluded^ and all toil ceases in the eternal calm and 
sublimity of His presence ! 

It is a happy and a refreshing thought that my body, 
being a member of Christ, is assured of resurrection, 
because of His Spirit who dwelleth in me, and this 
secures the body for that day; while being " one spirit'f 

with the Lord, one with Him in living, eternal union, 
whether in or out of the body, my spirit, in returning 
to God, finds that eternal haven in the presence of 
Christ which secures it for re-union with the body at 
His coming! 

Save the Lord Himself, no one was ever more superior 
to circumstances than Paul, he who could say, "I am 
initiated both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound 
and to suffer privation. I have strength for all things 
in him that gives me power ;" yet he says, I have "a 
desire to depart." No one had a more important 
service to detain him below, and no one was more 
singularly qualified, and more thoroughly devoted, as a 
servant. It is summed up—this remarkable identifica
tion of himself with Christ's interests on earth—in the 
words, " For me to live is Christ,'' and yet he adds, 
"to die is gain!" 

There are three aspects in which the departed saint 
may be regarded; as to what he escapes or resigns, as 
to what he retains, and as to what he acquires. What 
he escapes has been already sufficiently touched upon. 
What he resigns is equally apparent, though not, per
haps, sufficiently recognised, otherwise we should value 
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and turn to account more than we do the present unique 
period of the soul's history! Each of us has doubt
less looked back to the days of his youth, never to be' 
recalled, and found occasion to mourn over days of evil 
that cannot now be corrected, and opportunities for 
good that can never return : as that spring-time of life 
has left its stamp on all after-years, so surely will the-
soul's spring-time bear its mark for eternity, for I learn 
now, and I gather here, that which, missing the present 
opportunity, I shall never learn or gather at all; in fact, 
this is the time of the soul's pupilage in the place 
where it takes its degree ! All this we resign when we 
leave the body; surely, were saints sufficiently alive ta 
the fact, we should not find so many droning away 
the precious spring-time, unmindful of the word, 
" Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from among the 
dead, and Christ shall shine upon thee." (Eph, v. 14.) 
But, further, I forego, if I leave the body, the outward 
and visible fellowship of saints, the table of the Lord, 
with its rich and endearing associations, the endeavour
ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
the exercises of brotherly love, of prayer, of sympathy, 
of generosity and hospitality, of practical separation 
from evil, what James calls "Pure religion,and unde
fined"— all these exercises, in fine all that is demon
strative in its charaoter, I have passed out of for the 
time being, while such principles as faith, patience, de
pendence, and obedience, if in exercise, are in exercise 
under such new conditions as constitute, or at least 
imply, a generic change I 

In respect to the second point—that which we retain-
—I content myself with suggesting that I retain all that 
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-which divine grace has conferred upon me for eternity; 
I carry with me, and shall continue to enjoy, the eternal 
life, the new creation blessing, union with Christ, the 
peace which surpasseth understanding, the joy that is 
unspeakable and full of glory, and the relationships 
into which grace has introduced me, which can never 
be weakened or annulled! 

Lastly, as to the " gain," it is clear that I have finally 
entered into rest—a rest never to be disturbed, a full 
and deep repose, never to be broken! What a wonder
ful expansion will my spirit experience as it emerges 
from the density of an atmosphere so oppressive as 
this into that of His presence, and how sweet the con
viction that steals over me, that I have passed into that 
blissful presence for ever; that I am at length in that 
new region of unruffled peace characterised by the 
presence of my Saviour and my Lord: 

" There shall all clouds depart, 
The wilderness shall cease, 

And sweetly shall each gladdened hear 
Enjoy eternal peace." 

But though with Himself in the profound quietude 
•of an eternal calm, and enjoying an unalloyed happi
ness with Him, I wait for His coming on that cloudless 
morning, when He shall bring forth from the grave, to 
the joy of His own heart, the bodies which, in all ages 
and in every clime, He had hushed to sleep ! In the 
scene of His rejection I had once waited for Him, but 
sleep overtook my body, my heart was still wakeful, my 
spirit passed into His presence, and I waited on—my 
waiting became more like His, I kept vigil with Him 1 
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It was not enough to be in His presence, I wanted to 
see Him as He is; it was not enough to be with Him, 
I wanted to be like Him, for this would give peculiar 
joy to His heart; for this I needed a glorified bodyr 

and I waited still! It was not enough that He should 
be crowned with glory and with honour upon the 
Father's throne, I longed for His manifested glories in 
heaven and on earth: I longed to see His brow be
decked with many crowns, and I longed to swell the 
harmony of the new song which should extol His 
worth; I longed to see Him in the Father's house, to 
be there at home with Himself; I longed to see Him 
express, as there only He fully can, the fervour of Hia 
faithful love to His bride, and to set forth in blessed 
array the untold joy and delight that will thrill Hi& 
heart when He shall have things all His own way, and 
make everything around in the heaven of His own pre
sence subserve the object of that heart from eternity! 

All these blessed longings of spirit, which have Him
self for their object, I can now unhinderedly and un-
distractedly indulge, and thus the superlative thing, the-
glory itself, is blissfully and powerfully anticipated. All 
that, if absent from the body, my heart will but the 
more ardently long for and watch for in the patience of 
Christ, and as to which cannot be fully satisfied short 
of its consummation; all to which my heart aspires 
now, and would aspire then, whether in these circum
stances or in those, only His coming in the cloud can 
possibly supply an answer to! 

Then shall we resume the functions of worship in 
the conditions alone compatible with it; then shall we 
sing as redeemed saints, and in the body, only are said 
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to do ! Then only will He see of the travail of His 
soul and be satisfied; then only will He present as 
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceed
ing joy; then only will He make us to sit down to 
meat, and come forth and serve us ; then only will He 
satisfy for us every desire which our knowledge of Him
self has inspired in our hearts! Upon this, then, the 
superlative thing, His own heart is set, as well as that 
of the Spirit and the bride, saying,C( Gome;" and He 
who loves to be thus greeted, loves too to reply— 
"Surely I come quickly," adding His own "Amen;" 
and if we, like the beloved disciple, have pillowed our 
heads upon His bosom, though in another way, we 
shall love to respond, whether in the body or out of the 
body, " Even so, c6me, Lord Jesus!" R. 
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