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LECTURE I. 

THE SPHERE 
OF CHRISTIAN PRIVILEGE 

i 1 i 

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the 
saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 
1 :1 -3) . 

•f i i 

THERE is nothing redundant in God's 
Word. Men write booka and very fre­
quently pad them in order to give quan­

tity as well as quality, but there is nothing like, 
that in the Bible. God's words are tried—"as 
silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified sevens 
times"—and therefore we may well give our most 
careful attention to every item and every expres­
sion used. 

With what great outstanding theme does this 
epistle deal? It opens up the truth of the privi­
leges and responsibilities of the Church as the 
Body and Bride of Christ. It brings before us 
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our position as believers; as quickened, raised, 
and seated in Christ in heavenly places. 

There are very remarkable correspondences 
between certain Old Testament books and New 
Testament epistles. The Epistle to the Komans, 
for instance, answers to Exodus; the Letter to 
the Hebrews is the counterpart of Leviticus; and 
this Epistle to the Ephesians is the New Testa­
ment book of Joshua. In Joshua we have the 
people of Israel entering upon the possession of 
their inheritance. In Ephesians believers are 
called upon to enter by faith now into the posses­
sion of that inheritance which we shall enjoy in 
all its fulness by-and-by. We are far richer than 
we realize. All things are ours, and yet how 
little we appropriate! It is said in the prophecy 
of Obadiah that when the Lord returns and His 
kingdom is established, the people of Israel shall 
"possess their possessions." This is a challenge 
to us. Do you possess your possessions ? Or are 
your heavenly estates like castles in Spain about 
which you dream, but never really make your 
own? I trust the Spirit of God may lead us into 
the present enjoyment of our portion in Christ. 

For our purpose the epistle may be divided 
very simply, without breaking it up into many 
portions which would be difficult to carry in our 
memories. We shall divide it into two parts, the 
first three chapters giving us the doctrinal un­
folding, and the last three, the practical outcome; 
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the first division gives us our inheritance, and 
the last, the behavior that should characterize 
those who are so richly blessed. That is the 
divine order; instruction in the truth first, prac­
tice in accordance with the truth afterwards. 
Now let us look particularly at these opening 
verses. 

We are struck at once by the name of the 
writer, Paul. Thirteen New Testament epistles 
begin with the word "Paul." Another one is un­
doubtedly from Paul, but begins with the mag­
nificent word "God." I refer to the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. Do we stop to inquire as often 
as we should how this man ever came to be called 
Paul? That was not his name originally. His 
name in the first place was Saul. He was a 
Benjamite, and bore the name of the first king, 
who came from the tribe of Benjamin. For many 
years this man was a haughty, self-righteous 
Pharisee, proud of his genealogy, of his religion, 
of his personal devotedness, until one day he had 
a meeting with our Lord Jesus Christ. Have you 
had such a meeting? From that moment on 
everything was changed for him. He could say: 

"I was journeying in the noon-tide, 
When His light shone o'er my road; 

And I saw Him in the glory, 
Saw Him, Jesus, Son of God. 

Marvel not that Christ in glory 
All my inmost soul hath won; 

I have seen a light from heaven, 
Far beyond the brightest sun." 
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It was that vision of Christ that changed Saul 
the Pharisee, into Paul, the humble, lowly servant 
of Christ. He did not use the new name immedi­
ately, you remember. It seems to have been taken 
after he won his first outstanding Gentile convert 
in the Isle of Cyprus—after the conversion of 
Sergius Paulus; and it appears to have been given 
him in recognition of his apostolic ministry. It 
means "the little one," a wonderful name for one 
who once thought himself so great; bat that is 
what Christ does for one, "What things were gain 
to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubt­
less, and I count all things but loss for the excel­
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ" 
(Phil. 3 :7 , 8) . All that Saul gloried in, Paul 
flung away for Jesus' sake; and he was content 
to be little, "less than the. least of all saints," that 
in him Christ Jesus might show forth all long-
suffering. • : V •*.-•-• 

I remember going to a colored camp-meeting, 
and the dear black folk were singing a little ditty 
that went like this: 

''The quickest way up is down, •• 
The quickest way up is down;. 

You may climb up highland try and try, 
But the quickest way up is down." 

How long it takes some of us to learn that! 
We are always trying to become; somebody, and 
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forgetting that, "Whosoever will save his lif^ 
shall lose i t : and whosoever will lose his life,"1 

says Jesus, "for My sake shall find it" (Matt, 
16:25). Blessed it is when the princely Sauf 
becomes the little Paul as he bows at the Saviour's 
feet. • 

Paul calls himself an apostle. Just what is an; 
apostle? The word might be translated "a mes­
senger," "a sent one," "one sent on a mission," 
and so there is a certain sense in which every 
missionary is an apostle. But there is a higher 
sense in which the word "apostle" refers to those 
who were specially commissioned by our Lord 
Jesus Christ to go forth in the world and carry 
the truth through which the Church was insti­
tuted. Paul was not among those who knew the 
luord on earth, but he was ordained an apostle 
to the nations by His personal appointment t 

when the risen Christ appeared :o him that day , 
on the Damascus turnpike. He said to him, "I 
have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to 
make thee a minister and a witness both of these 
things which thou hast seen, and of those things , 
in the which I will appear unto thee" (Acts 2o: , 
16). And so Paul could go forth, the apostle of , 
the Lord Jesus Christ, saying: 

"Christ the Son of God hath sent me ' 
Through the midnight lands; 

Mine the rnighty ordination 
Of the pierced hands." 
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He was an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 
of God. 

I do not like to touch upon critical questions 
in connection with these studies, and yet I must 
do so here. Some people do not notice divine 
names carefully, and that is the reason why those 
who copied the manuscripts were not always 
particular whether they wrote "Jesus Christ," or 
"Christ Jesus," but here it should be "Christ 
Jesus." Peter, James, John, and Jude spoke of 
our blessed Lord as "Jesus Christ." Why? Be­
cause "Jesus" is His human name and in resurrec­
tion He was made Lord and Christ. They knew 
Him on earth as "Jesus," the self-humbled One. 
But Paul never knew Him in that way; he never 
knew Him as "Jesus" on earth; he had his first, 
sight of Him in the glory, and his soul was so< 
thrilled with what he beheld that he never thought , 
of Him as other than the glorified One. So he in­
variably writes in the original text, "Christ , 
Jesus," and his message is in a peculiar sense 
called "The gospel of the glory." The other , 
disciples walked with Him on earth, and delighted ; 
to dwell on what He was when here, and so they 
speak of Him as "Jesus Christ." Any critical 
version will make this distinction clear. 

Paul is a messenger, a sent one of Christ 
Jesus "by the will of God." It was no mere idle 
thought of his that sent him forth on this mis­
sion. It was not that he concluded it would be 
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the best way to spend his life. He who saved 
him commissioned him, and sent him forth to be 
a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity; and 
so he insists on the divine character of his com­
mission, "An apostle of Christ Jesus by the will 
of God." 

A simple cobbler was being introduced to a 
rather dignified clergyman, and when the cobbler 
said, "I didn't get your name," the clergyman 
replied, "The Reverend Doctor Blank, by the will 
of God." The cobbler said, "And I am John Doe, 
cobbler by the will of God; I am glad to meet 
you, sir." It is a great thing, whatever your 
station in life may be, to recognize it as "by the 
will of God." Am I a preacher of the gospel? 
It should be only because I have heard a divine 
call urging me forth and thrusting me out. Am 
I a merchant? Has it been given to me to make 
money for the glory of God? Then let me re­
member that I am a merchant by the will of 
God, and I should be sure that I am where God's 
will has placed me, and should seek to be faithful 
to Him. 

The apostle addresses himself, though not to 
two classes of people as one might suppose, "To 
the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faith­
ful in Christ Jesus." That might suggest that 
the term "saints" took in all believers and that 
"the faithful" included a spiritual aristocracy, but 
it might better be rendered, "To the saints which 
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are v' Ephesus, even the believers in Chi'ist 
Jesus." In other words, it is faith in Christ 
.Testis which constitutes a person a salt t. Are 
you a saint? You say, "I wouldn't like to go so 
far. f am not. sinless yet." A saint is not a 
sinless person; a saint is a separated person, sep­
arated to God in Christ Jesus. People have an 
idea that if you live a very saintly life, eventually 
you may become a saint. God says. "Do you be­
lieve in My Son? Have you trusted Him? Very 
well, then, I constitute you a saint; be sure that 
you live in a saintly way." We do not become 
saints by saintliness, but we should be character­
ized by saintliness because we are saints. 

In verse 2 we have the apostolic salutation, 
"Grace be to you, and peace, from God our 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ." He is 
not referring at all to the grace that saves. These 
people were already saved. He tells them, "By 
grace are ye saved through frJth; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of Cod: not of works, 
lest any man should boast" (Eph. 2 :8 , 9). It 
is a great thing to have that settled. So many 
of us never seem to get anything settled. We 
come to Christ, but lack positive conviction and 
definite assurance. That comes out in a great 
many of the hymns we sing. How hard it is to 
get hymns that are absolutely scriptural. In a 
meeting some time ago I was giving a message 
on "The Indwelling Holy Spirit." At the close 
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of the service, the dear pastor stood up and said, 
"In the light of this splendid address, let us sing, 
'Holy Spirit, faithful Guide, ever near the Chris­
tian's side, '" and I felt my heart sink as I 
thought, "After I have spent forty minutes try­
ing to show them that the Holy Spirit is not 
merely at our side, but dwells in us, they haven't 
got it yet." Then they came to that last gloomy 
verse, and I said, "Please don't sing such words 
as these: 

" 'When our days of toil shall cease, 
Waiting still for sweet release; 
Nothing left but heaven and prayer, 
Wond'ring if our names are there; 
Wading deep the dismal flood, 
Pleading nought but Jesus' blood.'" 

What a mixture! I refuse to sing it. I know 
my name is there! 

I do not understand how it is that Christians 
are so slow in laying hold of divine truth. Here 
in our verse the apostle means grace to keep, 
to preserve us, not grace to save. For the be­
liever that is already settled for eternity, but we 
need daily grace for daily trials. 

How does one obtain this grace? "We have 
not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
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to help in time of need" (Heb. 4 : 15, 16). We 
were saved by grace, we began with grace, but 
we need grace every step of the way that we 
might triumph over the world and over the nat­
ural propensities of our poor hearts; for as 
Christians we have the nature of the old man in 
us still, and it will readily manifest itself if not 
subdued and kept in place by grace divine. 

"Grace be to you, and peace." This is not 
peace with God which was made for us by the 
blood of Calvary's cross. Every believer in the 
Lord Jesus should know what it is to have peace 
with God, "Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Rom. 5 :1 ) . But this is the peace of God, 
garrisoning our hearts as we move along toward 
our heavenly home, the same peace that filled the 
heart of Jesus when here on earth. May I use 
an illustration of Dr. W. I. Carroll's right here? 
Jesus said to His disciples in the ship, "Let us 
go over to the other side." Where were they 
going? To the other side. When they got into 
the boat, He went to sleep in perfect peace, and 
in the middle of the night the elements raged, 
the devil stirred up a terrific tempest, but it 
could not drown Him. It was impossible that 
the boat in which He sailed should founder; but 
the disciples were terrified and they aroused that 
Holy Sleeper and said, "Master, carest Thou not 
that we perish?" Jesus, wakened from His 
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sleep, looked at them, and said, "O ye of little 
faith." Little faith! With the thunder roaring, 
the lightning flashing, the wind blowing a gale, 
and the sea raging, why, you surely could not 
blame men for being afraid! But you see, Jesus 
did not say to them, "Let us go out into the 
middle of the lake and get drowned." He said, 
"Let us go over to the other side," and they 
should have rested on His word. They would 
have had the same peace that He had if they had 
believed His word. 

Do the trials of the way sometimes test your 
soul? Do you wonder what will become of you? 
This is what will become of you: If worst comes 
to worst and you starve to death; you are going 
Home to heaven! Thousands of people are 
dying and going to a lost eternity, but no matter 
what comes to you, if you are saved, you are 
going Home! As we realize that we are in His 
hand, the peace of God, like a military garrison, 
keeps our hearts and saves us from all doubt 
and fear. 

"Grace be to you, and peace, from God our 
Father." Do you love to dweil on those words, 
"From God our Father"? The blessed Lord 
came to reveal the Father, and the Holy Spirit 
gives us to know the Father, and one of the first 
evidences: that a man is born of God is that he 
lifts his heart to heaven and says, "Father." 
This is a different thing from the God of the 
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Lodge Hall, from the God of the Modernist, from 
the doctrine of the universal Fatherhood of God 
and brotherhood of man. That is not what the 
apostle is talking about. He has been addressing 
saints, believers in Christ Jesus, and when he 
speaks to them, he says, "God our Father." It 
is only by regeneration, only by the second birth, 
that we enter into this blessed relationship. 
Scripture declares that those who have never 
been regenerated are of the flesh, they are not 
the children of God, and our Lord Jesus said to 
certain ones, "Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do" (John 
8: 44). That does not sound very much like the 
universal Fatherhood of God and the brother­
hood of man! People tell me that is what Jesus 
came to teach. I defy anyone to find any such 
thing anywhere in all the teaching of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He said to Nicodemus, "Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God" (John 3 : 3 ) . In that very verse He 
denies the universal Fatherhood of God and 
brotherhood of man. I know all men are brothers 
in Adam and we are one in sin, but it is only 
by a new birth that I become a brother of the 
saints and a child of God. 

"Grace be to you, and peace, from God our 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ." How 
the Holy Ghost delights to give Him His full 
title, "the Lord Jesus Christ." He is Lord of all, 
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and therefore all men are called upon to subject 
themselves to Him. Notice verse 3, for in this 
we properly begin the study of the epistle: 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." He has said before that God is 
our Father, and now points out that in a peculiar 
sense God sustains that relationship to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ because Jesus became Man, and as Man 
He looks up to the Father as His God. He is 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ because 
Christ is God the Son from all eternity. What 
a wealth of instruction is bound up in that ex­
pression, "The God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." It was not until the resurrection that 
He revealed this blessed relationship. He said 
to Mary, "Go to My brethren, and say unto them, 
I ascend unto My Father, and your Father, and 
to My God, and your God" (John 20: 17).. He 
does not say, "I ascend to our God and our Fa­
ther." His relationship is different to ours. He 
was not simply a man brought into union with 
God, but He was the Son of God, come down to 
earth in grace, who became Man for our redemp­
tion. 

Farther on in this epistle there are two pray­
ers, one in the last part of this chapter, and the 
other in chapter, three, and they accord in a very 
striking way with these titles.'_ In chapter 1:17 
Paul prays that "the God % our Lord Jesus 
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Christ" may do certain things; and then when we 
turn over to chapter 3 : 14 we read, "For this 
cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." Why the difference? Be­
cause in the first prayer he is speaking of the 
divine counsels and power, and so he addresses 
himself to God. In the second prayer he takes 
into consideration our relationship to God and 
addresses himself to "the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Scripture is wonderfully accurate. 

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spirit­
ual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." 
Notice, "He hath blessed us." The apostle is not 
speaking of something that may be ours when 
we get to heaven, but right here and now I have 
been blessed with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ Jesus. People often ask me if I have ob­
tained the second blessing yet, and I generally 
say, "Second blessing? Why, I am somewhere 
up in the hundreds of thousands as far as that 
goes, if you refer to experience; but actually I 
obtained every blessing that God has for a re­
deemed sinner when I put my trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ." He does not just give us a little 
now and a little later, but gives us everything in 
Christ. It is all yours. Enter into it and enjoy 
it. It is one thing to have the blessings and an­
other thing to make them yours. I read recently 
about a man in Montana for whom search had 
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long been made. Some years ago a British noble­
man died, leaving an estate which, as he had no 
children, would go to the nearest heir. This man 
away out west was the nearest heir, living in pov­
erty, and just eking out a struggling existence 
when they found him and gave him the news that 
the estate was his. It was his all the time, but he 
did not know it. What did he do when he found 
it out? Did he say, "Well, it is a good thing to 
know that I have something to fall back on and 
some day I will go and look into it?" No, he 
went down town, and on the strength of it bought 
himself a new suit and a ticket, and started to 
Great Britain. I read an interview which the 
reporters had with him. They said, "Where are 
you going?" He answered, "To take possession 
of my estate." You and I are richer far than he 
was, but do we really take possession by faith 
of the things that are ours in Christ? 

You may say, "But name some of these things 
that are ours." He has blessed us with the bless­
ing of forgiveness of our sins, with justification 
from all things, with sanctification in Christ, with 
a robe of perfect righteousness, with a heavenly 
citizenship, by giving us a place in the Body of 
Christ, by making us heirs of His riches in Christ 
Jesus! And yet how some of us struggle along, 
eking out a poor, wretched, miserable existence! 
We act as spiritual paupers when we ought to be 
living like millionaires. 
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"Who hath blessed us with all spiritual bless­
ings in heavenly places in Christ." God has 
made Christ Jesus to be unto us wisdom, right­
eousness, sanctification, and redemption, and yet 
for six years after I was converted I was still 
seeking righteousness and sanctification. But 
one day I woke up to the fact that it was all 
mine in Christ Jesus, and that I had simply to 
appropriate and enjoy it. 

Now notice he says, "In heavenly places." My 
blessings are all yonder, and He calls me in the 
Spirit to rise to my heavenly citizenship and live 
in this world as a heavenly man should live, draw­
ing from the glory all the resources I need that 
I may be more than conqueror day by day, as 
I pass through this scene. 

Notice how carefully you have to read Scrip­
ture. "Who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ." What a 
mistake it would be to translate that, "with 
Christ." Do you see the difference? How often 
we hear people misquote it, and say, "He hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places with Christ Jesus." Nothing 
of the kind. We are not- seated together with 
Christ; we are seated in Him. He is there ad 
our representative, and that is an altogether dif­
ferent thing from being seated with Him. We 
have "everything in Jesus and Jesus everything!'' 
Mark, this does ;?.ot mean that we are only 
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blessed and seated together in Christ when we 
have a real, good, happy, spiritual meeting. Some­
times when we have a good meeting and the peo­
ple think they have been helped, some well-mean­
ing brother closes in prayer and says, " 0 Lord, 
we thank Thee that we have been sitting together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus this morning." 
I say to myself, "The dear brother hasn't got it 
yet. He thinks because there is a glow in his 
heart, because he feels happy, that means he is 
sitting in heavenly places in Christ." But I am 
sitting in heavenly places in Christ just as truly 
when I am oppressed with the trials of the way, 
as I am when I am flourishing and have every­
thing that heart could desire. It is a question of 
fact: Christ is there in the heavenlies, and God 
sees me in Him. I am blessed in Him and all 
the treasures of heaven are at my disposal, and 
I am to draw upon them as I have need in order 
that I may be happy, in order that I may rejoice 
as I,go forth in His service down here. 



LECTURE II. 

OUR ELECTION 
AND PREDESTINATION 

"According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foun­
dation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him." (Put the stop right there.) "In love hav­
ing predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His 
will" (Eph. 1 : 4 , 5 ) . 

i f f ' *A 

IN verse 3 the apostle gives thanks to "The God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"—the 
Source of all our blessings—"who hath blessed 

us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ." And now he carries our minds back to 
the past eternity that we may be brought to realize 
that salvation is altogether of God, not at all of 
ourselves. An old hymn puts it this way: 

"Tis not that I did choose Thee, 
For, Lord, that could not be, 

This heart would still refuse Thee, 
But Thou hast chosen me." 

And again in another that we know well, we 
are taught to sing: 
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"Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Wand'ring from the fold of God; 

He to rescue me from danger 
Interposed His precious blood." 

It was God Himself who purposed our salvation 
in the past eternity. It is Jesus Christ who 
wrought out our salvation upon the cross when 
the fulness of time had come. It is God the Holy 
Spirit who convicts us and brings us to repent­
ance and to a saving knowledge of the grace of 
God as revealed in Christ. We cannot take any 
credit to ourselves for our salvation. A little 
boy was asked, "Have you found Jesus?" He 
looked up and said, "Please, sir, I didn't know 
He was lost; but I was, and He found me." We 
did not have to do the seeking after Him, He 
sought us because of the love that was in His 
heart from eternity. 

"According as He hath chosen us in Him be­
fore the foundation of the world." This, of 
course, is the truth of election. Again and again, 
believers are spoken of as elect people, as children,, 
chosen of God. Mr. Spurgeon said, "God certainly 
must have chosen me before I came into this world,! 
or He never would have done so afterwards." He, 
set His love upon us in the past eternity. Thia 
troubles people sometimes; and yet how could i t 
be otherwise? God who is infinite in wisdom, 
with whom the past and the future are all one> 
sternal now, purposed in His heart before the 
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world came into existence, that He was going to 
have a people who would be to the praise and 
glory of His grace for all eternity, and He looked 
down through the ages and saw us as those for 
whom He would give His Son in order to add to 
the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is wonder­
ful to see how intimately the joy of Christ and 
our salvation are linked together. John Bunyan 
said, "Oh, this Lamb of God! He had a whole 
heaven to Himself, myriads of angels to do His 
bidding, but these could not satisfy Him. He 
must have sinners to share it with Him." 

You notice in verse 3 he uses the double title, 
"The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
It is God who purposes it this way, it is God who 
plans, it was God who chose us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world; and, notice, it is 
not that He chose the Church as such, but He 
chose every individual who was to be a member 
of that Church, to be one with'Christ for eternity;. 
You say, "I do not understand that." I don't 
either. Whenever I come to consider a subject 
like this, God's electing grace and predestinating 
love, I remind myself that the Word says, "My, 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My, 
ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts 
than your thoughts" (Isa. 55:8, 9). But it may, 
help us a little if we consider this apart from the, 
question of the fall of man. 
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Before the world was made, before sin came in, 
God chose us in Christ to be with His Son for all 
eternity. The fact that sin came in did not alter 
God's purpose. He is still going to carry it out 
in spite of all that Satan has done to wreck His 
fair creation. The purpose of God is according 
to His grace, grace to those who could not earn it, 
who did not deserve anything but eternal judg­
ment. Somebody has well said, "The truth of 
election is a family secret." It is not something 
that we go out and proclaim to the world. We 
read, "Cast not your pearls before swine," and 
swine, you know, are unclean. We are not to go 
to unsaved men in the uncleanness of their sin 
and talk about election. They would not under­
stand it at all; but it is a family secret that God 
loves to whisper in the ears of His beloved 
children. 

It has been pictured in this way. Here is a 
vast host of people hurrying down the broad road 
with their minds fixed upon their sins, and one 
stands calling attention to yonder door, the en­
trance into the narrow way that leads to life 
eternal. On it is plainly depicted the text, "Who­
soever will, let him come." Every man is invited, 
no one need hesitate. Some may say, "Well, I 
may not be of the elect, and so it would be useless 
for me to endeavor to come, for the door will not 
open for me." But God's invitation is absolutely 
sincere: it is addressed to every man, "Whosoever 
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will, let him take of the water of life freely" 
(Rev. 22: 17). If men refuse to come, if they 
pursue their own godless way down to the pit, 
whom can they blame but themselves for their 
eternal judgment? The messenger addressed 
himself to all, the call came to all, the door could 
be entered by all, but many refused to come and 
perished in their sins. Such men can never blame 
God for their eternal destruction. The door was 
open, the invitation was given, they refused, and 
He says to them sorrowfully, "Ye will not come 
unto Me, that ye might have life." But see, as 
the invitation goes forth, every minute or two 
some one stops and says, "What is that?" "The 
way to life," is the reply. "Ah, that I might find 
the way to life! I have found no satisfaction in 
this poor world." We read, "She that liveth in 
pleasure is dead while she liveth." "I should 
like to know how to be free from my sin, how to 
be made fit for the presence of God." And such 
an one draws near and listens, and the Spirit of 
God impresses the message upon his heart and 
conscience and he says, "I am going inside: I will 
accept the invitation; I will enter that door," and 
he presses his way in and it shuts behind him. 
As he turns about he finds written on the inside 
of the door the words, "Chosen in Christ before 
the foundation of the world." "What!" he says, 
"had God His heart fixed on me before ever the 
world came into* being?" Yesj but lie could not 
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find' it out until he got inside. You see, you can 
pass the door if you will, you can trample the i 
love of God beneath your feet, you can spurn His , 
grace if you are determined to do it, but you will 
go down to the pit and you will be responsible 
for your own doom. 

There is no such thing taught in the Word of 
God as predestination to eternal condemnation. . 
If men are lost, they are lost because they do 
not come to Christ. When men do come to Christ, 
they learn the wonderful secret that God has 
foreknown it all from eternity, and that He had 
settled it before the world came into existence 
that they were to share the glory of His Son 
throughout endless ages. D. L. Moody used to 
say in his quaint way, when people talked about 
the subject of election, "The whosoever wills are 
the elect, and the whosoever won'ts are the non-
elect." And so you can settle it for yourself 
whether you will be among the elect of God or •• 
not. 

WThen asked to explain the doctrine of election ' 
a colored brother once said, "Well, it's this way,, 
the Lord done voted for my salvation; the devil > 
done voted for my damnation; and I done voted 
with the Lord, and so we got into the majority." • 
The devil seeks my eternal loss and God seeks my 
eternal blessing, and my heart says, "I will." I , 
then know that I am among those chosen inf 

Christ before the foundation of the world. Let 
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me link this up with another scripture, 2 Thess. 
2 : 13, "But we are bound to give thanks always 
to God for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you 
to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth." There you have the pur­
pose of God in the past eternity. God had from 
the beginning chosen you unto salvation, and He 
is carrying out His purpose through the work of 
the Holy Spirit and belief of the truth on the part 
of the one who hears the message. 

Then again listen to the Apostle Peter, "Elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied" 
(1 Pet. 1:2). There you have exactly the same 
order. God the Father foreknew us from eternity, 
but it was up to us whether or not we would 
yield to Christ. When we did yield in the obedi­
ence of faith, we took our places beneath the 
sprinkled blood of Jesus and our salvation was 
eternally assured. People try sometimes to put 
the whole responsibility upon God and say, "If 
God has not chosen me, I cannot be saved." If 
you will trust in Christ, you may know that God 
has chosen you. 

You remember that striking illustration which 
the Spirit of God Himself gives us in the last of 
the book of Acts. When Paul and his company 
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were on their way to Rome, a terrific storm arose, 
and they were casting out some of the cargo in 
order to lighten the ship, but finally they gave up 
in despair. And then an angel appeared and 
spoke with Paul, and Paul called for the captain 
of the ship and said, "Be of good cheer: for there 
shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but 
of the ship. For there stood by me this night 
the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 
saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought be­
fore Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all 
them that sail with thee" (Acts 27: 22-24). There 
was God's foreknowledge. Every one in that ship 
would be brought through safely, they would all 
land in Italy, not one of them would be lost. But 
a little while afterwards Paul noticed something 
going on among the sailors. They were fitting 
out a boat and were preparing to launch it into 
the sea, putting some provisions into it and get­
ting ready to cut away and leave the ship. And 
Paul said to the captain, "Except these abide in 
the ship, ye cannot be saved" (Acts 27:31) . 
Had he not already told them that none should 
perish? That was God's side. Then he said, 
"Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be 
saved''—that was their side. They were re­
sponsible to see that no one left the ship, and so 
it is in regard to the doctrine of election and 
man's responsibility. Every one who is saved 
will be in heaven because he was chosen in Christ 
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before the foundation of the world, and yet every 
man who is ever saved will be there because as a 
poor guilty sinner he put his personal trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. You may say, "I can't har­
monize this." You do not need to do so; just 
believe it and go on your way rejoicing. 

Look a little farther, "According as He hath 
chosen us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him." God, who foresaw all who would 
put their trust in Christ, provided a means 
whereby all our sin and iniquity could be settled 
for, in order that we might be presented holy 
and without blame before Him. This, of course, 
involves the work of the cross. Redemption was 
not an after thought with God, it was all provided 
for when He decided to bring into existence crea­
tures who could give Him voluntary love and 
service. 

The question may be asked,' "Why did not God 
who knows all things create a race of people 
who could not have sinned, who could not have 
spurned Him nor hated Him, but who would 
always have done that which was right in His 
sight, who would always have loved and obeyed 
Him? Is not God in some sense responsible for 
sin because He created a creature weak enough 
to sin ? Could He not have created one so strong 
that he could not have sinned?" Certainly He 
could. He could have made creatures that could 
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not have failed Him. He has given us samples of 
this in the lower world. He has made creatures 
who never deviate one hair's breadth from the 
purpose of their being. Dr. Leander Keyser, who 
is not only a great theologian, but a great natur- * 
alist, says, "I have studied birds for over forty % 
years and have had thousands of them under my 
observation, and I say to the honor of the bird 
kingdom that I have never known an unchaste 
bird." Do you see what that means? God makes 
those little feathered creatures to act according 
to His own thought for them. Think of the 
Mourning Dove who, if it loses its mate, remains 
widowed all of its life. God has constituted it 
that way, and could have so constituted mankind 
that they could not have deviated from the path 
of rectitude. But the determination to create a 
man or woman who could give Him loyal obedi­
ence, loving service, and voluntary devotion, 
necessitated the creation of men and women who 
could turn away from God if they wanted to, 
refuse to obey Hitn if they so desired. Otherwise 
there would have been no freedom in their love, 
devotion, reverence, and affection, and God was 
willing to take all the risk that He did take in 
order to have beings in this universe who would 
give Him glad and free-hearted love and devo­
tion. So when sin came in, the Saviour was given, 
and the Seed of the woman has bruised the ser­
pent's head and now, through the work of Christ, 
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God can present us in His glorious presence holy 
and without blame in Him. It is not what we are 
naturally in ourselves, but what we are in Christ 
Jesus. 

Now notice in verse 5 we have another word 
that troubles people. We read, "In love having 
predestinated us." You will notice that I began 
reading verse 5 with the last part of verse 4. I 
put the period after the word "Him"—"That we; 

should be holy and without blame before Him."; 

Our Authorized Version puts it this way, "That' 
we should be holy and without blame before Him 
in love," but there is something deeper than that. 
I read it, "That we should be holy and without 
blame before Him," and then start the next 
clause, "In love having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will." One 
is not so afraid of the word predestinated when 
the sentence begins that way.' There is no arbi­
trariness there, but it is all "in love." Predesti­
nation is a manifestation of the love of the Father. 
As it is God who chose us in grace, it is the 
Father who has predestinated us to the adoption 
of children. Nowhere in the Bible are people 
ever predestinated to go to hell, and nowhere are 
people simply predestinated to go to heaven. Look 
it up and see. We a "e chosen in Christ to share 
His glory for eternity, but predestination is al­
ways to some special place of blessing. 
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Turn to Romans 8 :29: "For whom He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be con­
formed to the image of His Son, that He might 
be the firstborn among many brethren." Pre­
destinated to what? Predestinated "to be con­
formed to the image of His Son." You 
see, predestination is not God from eternity 
saying, "This man goes to heaven and this man 
to hell." No, but predestination teaches me 
that when I have believed in Christ, when I 
have trusted Him as my Saviour, I may know on 
the authority of God that it is settled forever 
that some day I am to become exactly like my 
Saviour. It settles the question of the security 
of my salvation. Whatever my present unsatis­
factory experiences may be, some day I shall be 
altogether like the One who has redeemed me. 

"Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to Himself." That 
word "adoption" perplexes some. They say, "Does 
it mean that we are only adopted children and 
not really born children? A born child is one 
thing; a child who may not be at all related to 
the family, but is brought in and adopted, is an­
other. Does it mean adopted in that sense?" This 
word literally means, the full placing as sons. We 
might read it, "Having predestinated us unto the 
son-placing through Jesus Christ unto Himself." 
It will help us to understand it if we bear in mind 
that in the days when our Bible was written, c 



36 In the Heavenlies 

man might have a number of wives and some who 
were really his slaves. He would have to select 
those children among whom he wished to divide 
his estate for he might not wish it divided among1 

this motley company. He would take those whom 
he selected down to the forum, and there confess 
them openly before the proper authority as his 
sons and then go through a ceremony of adoption. 
From that day on they were recognized as his 
heirs. We have been born into the family of God 
by regeneration and thus made children of God. 
We have received the Holy Spirit, who is the 
Spirit of adoption, and God has marked us out 
as those who will share everything with the Son 
for all eternity. We are adopted sons and born 
again children. 

"In love having predestinated us unto the adop­
tion of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will." Our 
Lord is the One through whom all this blessing 
comes. You know there is a beautiful passage 
in the Old Testament which speaks of the coming 
Saviour as a "nail in a sure place" (Isa. 22: 23). 
The simile is taken from the tent-life of the 
Arabs. Pegs were fitted into the upright poles 
of their dwellings, upon which they hung their 
garments and blankets, and upon similar pegs 
the women hung the utensils they used. Scrip­
ture pictures all kinds of vessels hung on one 
of these nails fastened in a sure place, and it 
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says, "And they shall hang upon him all the 
glory of his father's house" (Isa. 22:24) . So 
the Lord Jesus Christ having accomplished re­
demption has become that "nail in a sure place," 
and every one of us are hung upon Him. If the 
nail goes down, we all go down; if Christ fails, 
then we all go down together, but since Christ 
will never fail, then He will sustain every one of 
us right on to the very end. That is the truth 
that is revealed here. 

How this truth of election and predestination 
and of sonship emphasizes the preciousness of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! Say it over and over to your 
soul until your whole being is thrilled, "Lord 
Jesus, I owe it all to Thee." Then you will begin 
to understand why one enraptured with His love 
could sing: 

"Jesus, the very thought of Thee 
With sweetness fills my breast; 

But sweeter far Thy face to see, 
And in Thy presence rest." 

Every blessing for time and eternity we owe to 
Him. Is it according to our poor thoughts? Oh, 
no. According to our apprehensions, according 
to the strength of our faith, according to our de-
votedness? Not that. What then? "According 
to the good pleasure of His will." You know some 
people are afraid of the will of God, really afraid 
of it. And yet it is the will of God that you and 
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I who put our trust in the Lord Jesus should 
share the Saviour's glory for all eternity; and in 
revealing- His will to us step by step along the 
way He would have us become more and more 
conformed to Him down here. Oh, to be able 
to say from the heart, "I welcome Thy sweet will, 
O God." The greatest mistake any Christian can 
make is to substitute his own will for the will of 
God. 

Remember, it is the will of God that every 
saved one should eventually be with Christ and 
like Christ forevermore. 

"I know not where His hand shall lead, 
Through desert wastes, o'er flowery mead; 
'Mid tangled thicket set with thorn, 
'Mid gloom of night or glow of mora; 
But still I know my Father's hand 
Will bring me to His goodly land." 

If you are still unsaved, the most fearful mis­
take you can ever make is to suppose that if you 
should yield yourself to the will of God it would 
take away from your peace and happiness and 
joy. The only real peace, the only real happiness, 
the only real joy for created beings is found in 
falling in with the will of God. That will planned 
our redemption, that will purposed our salvation, 
and that will secures our place in the glory for all 
eternity. 



LECTURE III. 

ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED 

i 1 i 

"To the praite of the glory of Hi* grace, wherein He hath 
made us accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. 1 : 6 ) . 

y y 1 

YOU will at once recognize the fact that this 
verse does not in itself constitute a complete 
sentence. It is part of a rather lengthy 

sentence which began with the third verse. We 
have been climbing one of God's wonderful moun­
tain peaks from that verse, and now we have 
reached the top. Standing here we are privileged 
to look below us and see the depths from which 
we have come, and then look beyond and see the 
glory that is before us. 

There is no room for human boasting. Our 
salvation is according to the good pleasure of 
God's will, to the praise of the glory of His own 
grace, that no man may have opportunity to give 
himself any credit whatsoever. It is to the praise 
of the glory of God's grace that He hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved. I hope we are all clear 
about grace. We are constantly preaching about 
it, singing about it, and reading about it, and yet 
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how few there are who really enter into the 
precious fact that our salvation is altogether of 
grace. No matter how many times one may 
preach on salvation by grace, every time he rises 
to face an audience there are scores and possibly 
hundreds who are still strangers to the grace of 
God. Let us never forget that grace is God's 
free unmerited favor lavished upon those who de­
serve nothing but His judgment. You cannot earn 
grace, you cannot earn His loving-kindness. 

You may remember the case of the woman who 
attempted the assassination of Queen Elizabeth. 
She was dressed as a man page, and had secreted 
herself in the queen's boudoir awaiting the con­
venient moment to stab her to death, not realizing 
that the queen's attendants would be very careful 
to search the rooms before her majesty was per­
mitted to retire. Hidden there among the gowns 
they found this woman and brought her into the 
presence of the queen. The/ took from her the 
poniard which she had hoped to plant in the heart 
of her sovereign. She realized that her case, 
humanly speaking, was hopeless, and so she threw 
herself down on her knees and pleaded and beg­
ged the queen as a woman, to have compassion 
upon her, a woman, her intended assassin, and to 
show her grace. Queen Elizabeth looked at her 
quietly, and coolly said, "If I show you grace, 
what promise will you make for the future?" The 
woman looked up and said, "Grace that hath con-
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ditions, grace that is fettered by precautions, is 
no grace at all." Queen Elizabeth caught it in a 
moment and said, "You are right; I pardon you 
of my grace," and they led her away a free 
woman. History tells us that from that moment 
Queen Elizabeth had no more faithful devoted, 
servant than that woman who had intended to^ 
take her life. 

Remember grace that hath conditions, grace 
that is fettered by precautions, that insists upon 
pledges and promises for the future, is no grace 
at all. Grace is favor freely shown to those who 
deserve only judgment, and so we read that our 
salvation is to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, and when at last we get home to heaven, 
He shall have all the praise and all the glory. We 
will gratefully acknowledge in His blessed pres­
ence that left to ourselves we would have gone 
on to everlasting judgment, that it was He who, 
showed us our deep, deep need. Looking down 
upon us He pitied us as we were hurrying on to 
endless woe and He gave His Son to die. This is 
the grace of our Lord Jesus that led Him to go 
to Calvary's cross and settle the claim that we 
never could have settled. And so by grace, and 
by grace alone, have we been saved. 

Observe what grace has done for us: "Where­
in He hath made us accepted in the Beloved." 
There are several other suggested translations of 
this passage. It might be rendered, "To the 
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praise of the glory of His grace, which He hath 
freely bestowed upon us in the Beloved," or "To 
the praise of the glory of His grace wherein He 
has taken us into favor in the Beloved." But all 
these different renderings suggest just exactly the 
same thing, that the saved sinner does not stand 
before God in any righteousness of his own, that 
he does not plead any merit of his own before 
the divine throne, but that through grace he has 
been received to the very heart of God. Not 
merely forgiven, not merely justified, not merely 
washed from his sins or cleansed from his defile­
ment, but received in loving-kindness to the very 
heart of God according to the Father's estimate 
of His own beloved Son. In the seventeenth chap­
ter of John our blessed Lord speaks to the Father 
of His own, of you and of me, if we have believed 
in Him, for He was praying for those "who shall 
believe on Me through their word." Thus He 
included all believers to the very end of time, and 
speaking of such He says to the Father, "That 
the world may know that Thou hast loved them, 
as Thou hast loved Me." I could not believe that 
if it were not in my Bible; I could not believe 
that God, the Holy One, loves me a poor sinner in 
myself, a poor sinner who never retires at night 
without having to lift my heart to Him in peni­
tence and confess my failures, as He loves the 
Lord Jesus Christ, His holy, spotless Son. 

We do not have far to go for the proof of His 
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love. It is seen in that God commended His own 
love toward us in that He sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. If He gave His Son 
for me, then He must love me as greatly as He 
loves His Son, or He never would have permitted 
Him to die for me. And then again, you remem­
ber that kindred passage in the fourth chapter of 
First John, "That we may have boldness in the 
day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in 
this world," that is, as He is in relation to judg­
ment. He has already passed through the judg­
ment and will never have to go into it again. He 
will never again know the forsaking of God, the 
enshrouding of His soul with the blackness of 
darkness, the taste of the bitter cup, the agony, 
shame, and curse of the cross. All that is in 
the past. He went through it all for us and now 
so truly are we linked up with Him that, "As He 
is, so are we in this world." 

A very interesting volume has been recently 
published, giving the story of the life and work 
of Dr. Usher, who for a great many years carried 
on medical missionary work in Turkey. In this 
wonderful story he relates one incident that illus­
trates in a very striking way what we have before 
us. He tells how a very notable member of the 
Turkish movement had become governor of a cer­
tain province, in which the mission hospital and 
schools were located. This man was very learned 
and of great determination, but a very rigid 
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Mussulman. He had made up his mind to act in 
accordance with one of the old laws of Turkey 
stating1 that foreigners coming- into the country 
should be allowed to live there for one year, but 
if at the end of that time they had not become 
Mohammedans, they would have to leave Turkey. 
That law had been a dead letter for a great many 
years, but he made up his mind that he would 
banish all the missionaries, Catholic and Protes­
tant, from his province. 

However, he decided that he would be fair, and 
he would give them all an opportunity to become 
Mohammedans, and so during the month of 
Ramadan, their annual fast, he invited all these 
missionaries to a great feast in his home. You 
see, they could feast at night but not in the day­
time. As all these missionaries received the mes­
sage, they knew it to be a summons, for accord­
ing to Turkish law it would never do to make 
excuses, for the invitation to dine with the gov­
ernor was tantamount to a command. Dr. Usher 
sat on the left hand of the governor, and the 
Chaldean Catholic bishop sat on his right hand, 
with the other missionaries on either side, and a 
number of the attendants of the governor in 
waiting. 

By-and-by, turning to the Catholic bishop, the 
governor said, "My lord bishop, will you tell me 
how you think a man can enter paradise?" The* 
bishop answered, "I will say that I believe. 



Accepted in the Beloved 45 

through the merits of Jesus Christ, God can for­
give my sins and take me to paradise." "Not at 
all," said the governor; "I cannot believe that God 
is less righteous than I am, and I do not believe 
it would be righteous for God because of His 
friendship for another, to forgive a sinner and 
take him to paradise. If some one here had be­
come indebted to the government and I had to put 
him in prison, and some one said, 'That man is a 
friend of mine, for my sake I beg you let him go 
free,' no matter how much I would desire to 
please my friend, I would be an unrighteous gov* 
ernor to let him go free simply because of my 
friendship for some one who was interested in 
him. I do not believe that God is less righteous 
than I." The Chaldean bishop had not another 
word to say and sat there looking puzzled. Dr. 
Usher felt that something tremendous was at 
stake, and he knew that he would be questioned 
next, so he lifted his heart to God, remembering 
the word, "When they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye shall speak:.for it shall 
be given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak" (Matt. 10: 19). He prayed, "Lord, by Thy 
Spirit give me now the message." The governor 
turned and said, "What would you say? How 
may a man be assured of an entrance into para­
dise?" Dr. Usher replied, "Your Excellency, will 
you permit me to use your own illustration, only 
to change it slightly? Let us think of you not 
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merely as the governor of this province, but as 
the king. You have one son, the prince, whom 
you love tenderly. Suppose that I am the man 
who is in debt to the government, owing a sum 
so vast that I could not pay one part out of a 
thousand. In accordance with the law, I am laid 
hold of and cast into prison. Unworthy as I am, 
your son is a friend of mine: he has a deep in­
terest in me and a real love for me. He seeks 
you out and says, 'My father, my friend is in 
prison for a debt which he owes the government, 
and which he cannot pay. Will you permit me to 
pay it all for him in order that he may go free?' 
And you say to him, 'My son, since you are so 
interested and willing to pay the debt yourself, 
I am willing that it should be so, and more than 
that, I will participate with you in it.' And so 
he goes to the proper authority and pays my 
debt in full, leaving nothing to be demanded. He 
takes the receipt, and comes down to me in my 
prison cell. I could treat him in three ways. 
When he comes to me and says, 'Brother, your 
debt is paid and you may go free,' I could turn 
in haughtiness and say, 'No; I refuse to be under 
obligation to anybody,' forgetting that my debt 
is already an obligation and that I am now only 
entering into one of loving-kindness, whereas I 
was before obligated by law. Or suppose I say, 
'I will never leave this prison unless I can pay the 
debt myself.' I would have to remain in the 
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prison, for I could not settle the debt. Then, I 
might look at the receipt and say, 'Yes; but I 
can't believe it; there is some mistake about it. 
I can't believe that you would take such an inter­
est in me. I dare not leave; let me remain here. 
I would be afraid to go out lest the first police 
officer would arrest me again.' But he might say, 
'Man, it is foolish for you to talk like that.' And 
if he should insist on drawing me out of the 
prison, I should go slinking down the street and 
trembling as I thought of my debt, and my home 
would become a prison for I would be afraid to 
look out of the window or go to the door. I 
would have no assurance if I did not believe the 
message that your son brought. But in the third 
place I could rise up and fall at the feet of the 
prince, your son, and say, 'I can never repay you 
for what you have done for me, but I shall seek 
to show by my life how grateful I am.' And so 
I would go free. Let us suppose that on some 
later day I see the prince riding down one of the 
streets of the city, and I notice that some one 
has let a great pile of cord-wood lie in the street 
which hinders him from going by. Would I try 
to get some one to get this out of the way? No; 
but how glad I would be to run out and clear a 
passage for the prince. If he should say, 'Thank 
you; let me pay you for your labor,' I would say> 
'Oh, no; you paid my debt; it is a joy for me td 
do something to show my gratitude.' " £ 
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The Turkish governor was listening carefully 
and watching intently, and suddenly a light shone, 
and he said, "Oh, then, Mr. Usher, is this the 
reason why you have a hospital here in Turkey? 
Is this why you establish these schools and why 
you missionaries are giving your lives for our 
people? It is not trusting to earn your way into 
paradise?" "No," said Dr. Usher; "our way into 
paradise is settled because Jesus has paid the 
debt, and now we serve because we love Him." 
The Turkish governor was thoughtful again and 
then looked up and said, "You used the illustra­
tion of my son paying the debt, and you suggested 
by that that you meant that God has a Son; but 
God is one God; He does not beget, and He is not 
begotten. I cannot accept the idea that God 
should come down to this world and beget a Son." 
Dr. Usher said, "But, Your Excellency, when God 
speaks to us He has to use our language. His 
thoughts are above our thoughts and His words 
above our words. We speak to one another in 
different tongues. If I were to say to you in 
English, 'In a little while I am going home,' it 
would mean something altogether different from 
the message which would be conveyed in Turkish, 
for in Turkish there is no word for home. I 
would have to say, 'In a little while I am going 
to the house;' but I do not mean that I am going 
to the building, I mean that I am going to the 
love of my wife and children whether there is a 
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building or not. That constitutes home for me. 
And, you see, our poor human language has no 
word to express the infinite mystery of the rela­
tion between the Father and the Son, for it is not 
such a relationship as you and I know; it is one 
that existed from all eternity." 

The governor felt he could not banish them, 
and allowed the work to go on and was himself 
dismissed from his position because of his grace 
and kindness in protecting the missionaries. They 
have always hoped that deep in his heart he 
turned to Christ. 

Our blessed Lord saw us in our deep need. He 
paid for us, and having settled the debt He has 
now brought us into the royal family, washed us 
from every stain of sin, robed us in garments of 
glory and beauty and given us a seat at the table 
of the King. He has taken us into favor in the 
Beloved so that the Father's thoughts of Christ 
are His thoughts of love for us who trust Christ. 
Out of this, you see, springs the obedience of 
faith; out of this springs the earnest desire to so 
labor, so work, so live for God that in that coming 
day when we meet our Saviour in the glory, we 
shall be acceptable to Him and shall hear Him 
say to us, "Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" 
(Matt. 25:21) . 

He does not mean that we enter paradise be­
cause of our service, but that entering heaven in 
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all the infinite value of the Person and -work of 
Christ we share His joy through the ages to come 
because of devotion to the One who loves us and 
gave Himself for us. 



LECTURE IV. 

REDEMPTION BY HIS BLOOD 

* * y 

"In whom we have redemption through Hit blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" 
(Eph. 1 : 7 ) . 

i 1 i 

W E have noticed that we were thought of 
and our happiness planned for by God 
long before the world began, that when 

the fulness of time had come, He sent the Lord 
Jesus Christ into the world to carry out the 
divine purpose, and that since His death and 
resurrection, since His ascension to God's right 
hand in heaven, He has made us accepted in the 
Beloved. In verse 7 we have the basis of it, "In 
whom we have redemption." I wish that we might 
have that firmly fixed in our minds. We do not 
have to pray, "Take all my guilt away;" we do not 
have to plead with God to save or to justify us, be­
cause these things are blessedly settled and settled 
for eternity, if we have trusted the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And so we do not hope some day to receive 
the redemption of our soul. We have redemption, 
we have "redemption through His blood, the for-
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giveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace." 

Many of you know that there are three very 
distinct words used in the New Testament for 
redemption. One of these words means simply 
to go into the market and buy, "to purchase;" 
and when you buy a thing, of course it is yours. 
We have been bought with a price, even the 
precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have 
been redeemed to God by Him and belong to Him. 
He purchased us, He paid the price for us, made 
us His own. We sold ourselves for nothing, but 
we have been redeemed without money, even the 
precious blood of Christ. 

There is another word, a little fuller word, for 
redemption, and this means "to buy out of the 
market," so that that which has been purchased 
shall never be put on sale again. For instance, 
when one went into the slave-market of old and 
saw a certain slave for sale, and said, "I will pur­
chase this person," when the money was paid the 
slave was handed over to the purchaser. Then 
he put into the hand of the slave a legal paper, a 
writ, which granted him complete freedom—that 
is the meaning of the second word, "to buy out 
of the market," never to be placed in jeopardy 
again. It is the word that is used where Peter 
tells us we have been redeemed not with "cor­
ruptible things, as silver and gold . . . but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
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blemish and without spot: who verily was fore­
ordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for you, who by 
Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from 
the dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and 
hope might be in God" (1 Pet. 1:18-21). We 
have been "bought out of the market," we are not 
going to be put on sale any more. We are free. 

The third word is the one found in our text. It 
is a Greek compound, the first part, apo, means 
"away from," going away from something or 
some condition, and the second part, lutrosis, 
means "to be free," "to be loosed," and so it means 
literally, "to be loosed away" from something. We 
have been loosed away from the curse of the law 
that once hung over us. We have been loosed 
away from the judgment of God toward which we 
were one time speeding, loosed away from the 
guilt of our sins. That is why I won't sing, "Take 
all my guilt away." My guilt was taken away, 
for we have been loosed away from the entire 
question of guilt. God will never permit that 
question to be raised again. It was raised with 
His own blessed Son at Calvary's cross when all 
the judgment that my guilt deserved fell on Him, 
and now I can say: 

"Death and judgment are behind me, 
Grace and glory are before; 

All the billows rolled o'er Jesus, 
There exhausted all their power." 
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Why, it ought to thrill our souls and fill us with 
a flood of joy continually. No wonder we some­
times sing: 

"Redeemed, redeemed, from sin and all its woe. 
Redeemed, redeemed, eternal life to know, 
Redeemed, redeemed, by Jesus' blood! 
Redeemed, redeemed! Oh, praise the Lordl" 

If we should hold our peace when we realize 
what grace hath wrought on our behalf, the very 
stones would cry out. 

Then notice the price of our redemption—"In 
whom we have redemption through His blood." 
No less a price would do; no less a price would 
have availed to set us free, to deliver us from the 
curse and the judgment once hanging over us. 
In Old Testament times the sinner came to the 
altar bringing a lamb or a goat from the flock, 
or a bullock from the herd, or, if very poor, two 
turtle-doves, two young pigeons. These were 
slain, the blood poured out, and they were offered 
upon the altar and consumed by the fire of divine 
judgment, a typical sacrifice for sin. But, 

"Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace 
Or wash away its stain." 

Why? Because there was not sufficient value in 
those creatures that were offered up through all 
past dispensations. They did not have intrinsic 
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worth. When that blood was shed and waa 
sprinkled upon the altar and upon the poor sin­
ner, it was powerless to avail, it was powerless 
to settle the sin question; but, thank God, in our 
Lord Jesus Christ we see a sacrifice of infinite 
worth. 

People try to reason sometimes as to the extent 
of His atonement. Some theologians have talked 
about a limited atonement, for they believe that 
our blessed Lord made an atonement for a certain 
elect company only, and that outside of that com­
pany there is no possibility of salvation for any­
one. Let me say this soberly, seriously, and 
knowing in my very soul that I have the backing. 
of the Word of God—If every sinner who has 
ever lived in the world and every sinner who will 
ever live were to come to God in faith owning his 
sin and guilt and putting his trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, so infinite is the value of the work 
of the cross, of the life that was there given, of t 

the precious blood that was there shed, that every ( 
sinner could be redeemed from judgment, bef 

freed from every charge, and still there would be 
untold value in the atonement of Christ which 
would avail for the sinners in a million universes 
like this one. There is no measuring the atoning f 

value of the blood of Jesus. I remember hearing 
s Roman Catholic priest say that one drop of the 
precious blood of Jesus could wash away all the 
sins that have ever been committed in this world. 
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He was right, because, you see, on the one hand, 
you have finite sinners, and on the other hand, you 
have the infinite atonement of the Son of God. 
"We have redemption through His blood." Do 
you fear then to rest upon this wonderful gospel 
truth? Do you fear then to trust your soul to 
the blessed Saviour who there died for your sins 
on the cross ? 

Dr. Joseph Parker of London, the noted English 
preacher, who for many years proclaimed the 
Word of God in the great City Temple, tells in 
his autobiography that there was a time when 
he gave too much attention to the modern theories 
of his day. Men were reasoning and speculating 
and undervaluing the Word of God and he found 
himself, as he read their books and mingled in 
their meetings, losing his grip intellectually upon 
the great fundamental doctrine of salvation alone 
through the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But he tells us that there came into his 
life the most awful sorrow that he ever had to 
bear. His devoted wife, whom he loved so tender­
ly, was stricken, and in a few short hours was 
snatched away from him, He was unable to 
share his grief with others, and walking through 
those empty rooms of his home with a breaking 
heart, his misery felt for some footing in modern 
theory and there was none, "And then," he said, 
addressing a company of his Congregational 
brethren, "my brethren, in those hours of dark-
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ness, in those hours of my soul's anguish, when 
filled with doubt and trembling in fear, I be­
thought myself of the old gospel of redemption 
alone through the blood of Christ, the gospel that 
I had preached in those earlier days, and I put 
my foot down on that, and, my brethren, I found 
firm standing. I stand there today, and I shall 
die resting upon that blessed glorious truth of 
salvation alone through the precious blood of 
Christ." 

"On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

Redemption by blood—in what way does the 
blood of Christ save us? The blood is the life. 
The Word of God tells us, "The life of the flesh 
is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon 
the altar to make an atonement for your souls" 
(Lev. 17:11). Of what blood is He speaking? 
What blood is given upon the altar to make an 
atonement? It is the precious blood of Christ, of 
which all these sacrifices of old were simply typi­
cal. Upon the cross God gave Jesus, and there 
He gave up His life when He poured out His 
blood. It is through the giving of His life, and 
not through our imitating the life of Jesus, that 
we are saved. It is through the outpouring of the 
life of Jesus in the shedding of His blood that we 
find redemption. "The Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. 2 : 20). And 
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so we have redemption through His blood, and 
this necessarily involves the forgiveness of sins. 

This subject of forgiveness of sins perplexes 
people sometimes. Forgiveness is presented in 
Scripture in three very distinct aspects. First, 
there is eternal forgiveness, and that is what the 
apostle is speaking of here. Every believer is 
eternally forgiven the moment he comes to God 
through Jesus. He stands before God justified, 
every trespass forgiven and as clear before the 
throne of God as if he had never committed a sin. 
He never again has to come to God suing for for­
giveness, for He has forgiven all his trespasses. 
But you may say, "Well, do you mean by that, all 
my trespasses up to the hour of my conversion?" 
I mean something far more than that, something 
far better than that. I mean that the believer's 
sins, all of them, past, present, and whatever sins 
may be committed in the future, were all taken 
into account and were all atoned for when Jesus 
died, and the moment a man trusts in Him, all 
the value of that atoning work is put down to his 
account and every sin is forgiven. That is the 
first great aspect of forgiveness. 

In the second place, there is the restorative for­
giveness of the Father. The eternal forgiveness 
is God's forgiveness—God, the Judge of all. The 
moment my responsibility for my actions as a 
sinner ended, that moment my responsibility as a 
child having to do with my Father began, and if 
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I fail (and I do, and you do), I come to Him not 
to beg forgiveness, for that is settled in the cross, 
but I come knowing that, "If we confess our sins 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." When 
as a believer I fail, I come to God as my Father 
and tell out the story of my failure and my sin; 
and I know on the authority of the Word of God, 
that as I confess my sin, it is put away and my 
communion with the Father is restored. Sin on 
the part of the believer does not affect his life, for 
his life is hid with Christ in God, but it does 
affect his communion with the Father, and that 
is not restored again until the failing believer 
comes confessing his sins. Then he receives 
restorative forgiveness. 

The third aspect has been called "governmental 
forgiveness." It has to do with the temporal con­
sequences of sin. I think of a Christian man 
whom I have known for a great many years, who 
in his unsaved days was an inebriate, giving him­
self to drunkenness for years. Though that man 
lived a wonderful Christian life for over thirty 
years, he suffered all his life in his body because 
of his early sins. Sometimes he was tempted to 
wonder whether God had really forgiven him 
when the punishment of sin seemed to be going 
on in his body. Again and again you will find 
this. God permits temporal punishment to follow 
sin, but when the believer learns to take every-
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thing as from the hand of God and bows to the 
will of God, He sometimes even grants him gov­
ernmental forgiveness and restores the body, re­
stores the years that the locusts have eaten, and 
brings back temporal blessings that' one might 
have supposed were forever forfeited. 

Upon what is all this based? It is "according 
to the riches of His grace." It does not say "out 
of the riches of His grace," but "according to the 
riches of His grace." Can you estimate the riches 
of God's grace? How rich is He in grace? Is He 
a millionaire? More than that. Is He is a multi­
millionaire? More than that. Is He a billionaire, 
a trillionaire? More than that. Shall I go on? 
It is useless, for God's grace is infinite, and you 
and I have been blessedly saved, forgiven, re­
deemed, "according to the riches of His grace." 
I repeat, it is not merely out of the riches of Hia 
grace. Here is a millionaire to whom you go on 
behalf of some worthy cause. He listens to you 
and says, "Well, I think I will do a little for you," 
and he takes out his pocketbook and selects a ten-
dollar bill. Perhaps you had hoped to receive a 
thousand from him. He has given you out of his 
riches, but not according to his riches. If he gave 
you a book of signed blank checks all numbered, 
and said, "Take this, fill in what you need," that 
would be according to his riches. 

We who are saved may well rejoice, for we 
have been forgiven, we have been redeemed, not 
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out of the riches of God's grace but "according to 
the riches of His grace." Do you get i t? If you 
do, you will never feel poor again. And you owe 
it all to the work of the cross, to the blessed One 
who there died, and through eternity we a r e go­
ing to join with all the redeemed up yonder and 
ascribe all power and praise and honor and glory 
to the Lamb that was slain, "who redeemed us to 
God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev. 5 : 9 ) . 

May I quote the beautiful words of one of our 
Christ ian poets, as emphasizing this precious 
t ru th?— -1 

"O spotless Lamb, my Sacrifice, ^ 
Tlwu art my soul's salvation; -Jf' '•'• 

In God's eternal counsel, Thou, 
Before the earth's creation, 

Wert slain; our God had planned it all 
Ere Satan caused Thy creatures' fall 

That shrouded them in darkness. 
Naught we could do the gulf to span 

'Tvjixt God and sinful fallen man, 
Created in God's likeness. 

"God saw us in our deep, deep need, 
He undertook to save us; 

'Twas not a trijling thing to Him, 
His very best He gave us. 

Then mercy's fountain to reveal, 
Our weary, sinsick souls to heal, 

His Father-heart not sparing, 
From Godhead's fullest glory, He 
Sent His own Son to earth—/ see 

Hint now my burden bearing. 
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"Oh, love of God, how great and strong 
Beyond all human telling/ 

Oh, wondrous gift! The Father's Son, 
All doubt and gloom dispelling, 

The Lord of glory comes to earth, 
A Virgin chosen gave Him birth, 

His bed a lowly 'manger; 
Angels adoring hover near, 
Shepherds the great glad tidings hear, 

But to Thine own a stranger. 

"IK adoration, praise, and love, 
My heart is bowed before Thee; 

I trust Thy grace, believe Thy Word. 
It full assurance gives me 

That all my sins are washed away 
By Thine own blood! Oh, let me stay 

Close by Thy side forever. 
I asm Thine own, and Thou art mine! 
Who from Thy heart and love sublime, 

And joy and peace, can sever?" 

—H. A. M. 



LECTURE V. 

THE DISPENSATION OF THE 
FULNESS OF TIMES 

1 1 i 

"Wherein He hath abounded toward ut in all wisdom and 
prudence; having made known unto us the mystery of His 
will, according to His good pleasure which He hath pur­
posed in Himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
Him: in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh 
all things after the counsel of His own will: that we should 
be to the praise of His glory, who first truster", in Christ. In 
whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye be­
lieved, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise" 
(Eph. 1 : 8 - 1 3 ) . 

GOD has many counsels but only one pur­
pose, and that purpose is fully brought 
before us in these verses. In carrying 

out this purpose He has His counsels in regard * 
to the people of Israel and to the nations of t h e l 

Gentiles. "In thee shall all the families of the r 

earth be blessed," He said to Abraham. And He f 

has His formerly hidden counsel, now made * 
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known, in regard to the Church which is "the 
fulness—the completion—of Him that filleth all 
in all." He has His counsels in regard to the 
glorious coming kingdom, when our Lord Jesus 
shall reign from the river to the ends of the earth. 
But all these are but different parts of His one 
glorious purpose. 

"He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom 
and prudence." We may think of this first of all 
as the display of His divine wisdom and intelli­
gence; but there is more than that, there is the 
subjective side. "He hath abounded toward us 
in all wisdom and prudence—intelligence." That 
is, God, through His Word, through the revelation 
of His purpose given to His believing people, to 
those who search His Word, believe His Word, 
and enter into His truth, gives wisdom and intel­
ligence in divine things which no one else ever 
had in all the ages of the past. While there were 
unnumbered saints of God in former dispensa­
tions, none had the intelligence in divine things 
which you and I ought to have. 

Even "the angels of His might" never had the 
intelligence of His wonderful plan that the weak-, 
est Christian may now have if he will. We are 
told that angels are learning the wisdom of God 
in us. He never gave to them a complete revela­
tion of what was coming; but they are learning, 
the wnsdom, the counsels, the purpose of God, as 
they behold His grace displayed in, us. The 
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Church then is an object-lesson to angels. It waA 
given to us to enter into these things, and not 
merely for intellectual gratification but in order 
that the truth might build us up in Christ, might 
form us morally and make us what God would 
have us be. "And every man that hath this hope 
set on Him purifieth himself even as He is pure" 
(1 John 3 : 3 ) . We are not to view divine mys­
teries simply as lines of truth upon which to exer­
cise our human intelligence; but we are to be 
sanctified through the truth. The revelation that 
God has given should so grip our souls and exer­
cise our consciences that it will lead us to behave 
as a people who are truly strangers and pilgrims 
down here, looking for that glorious era which 
Christ will bring in when He returns. 

"He ha"h abounded toward us in all wisdom 
and intelligence," as this word, "prudence," really 
means. "Having made known unto us the mys­
tery of His will." We need to remind ourselves 
that this word, "mystery," so frequently used in 
the New Testament, does not necessarily mean 
something mysterious, something difficult of 
apprehension, but rather a secret which no one 
could understand until it was revealed. The 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, the mystery 
of lawlessness, of Babylon, the great mystery of 
Christ and the Church, the mystery of the rap­
ture, the mystery of Israel's present rejection, as 
illustrated in the olive tree of Rom. 11, once hid-
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den secrets which no man could understand, are 
now opened up to the people of God, and so it is 
the responsibility of a minister of Christ to ex­
pound these mysteries to the saints. We read 
that such are "stewards of the mysteries of God" 
(1 Cor. 4 : 1 ) . From the treasure that God has 
given them they draw things new and old, and 
open them up to God's people so that they may 
enter into the good of them. 

What is the mystery of His will? "Having made 
known unto us the mystery of His will, according 
to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in 
Himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times He might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in Him." Here, suc­
cinctly, clearly, in one brief verse, Wc have the 
summing up of the mystery of God. Everything 
is working on to this one near-at-hand "divine 
event toward which the whole creation moves,^ 
when God will head up everything in Christ. 

What is meant by a "dispensation?" The word, 
"dispensation," is used a number of times in the 
English New Testament, and other words are 
also used to translate the same Greek word, some­
times "stewardship," "order," "administration," 
and here "dispensation." We find that the origi­
nal word has been brought right over into Eng­
lish; it is our word "economy." "That in the 
economy of the fulness of times He might head 
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up everything in Christ." What is an economy? 
An economy is an ordered condition of things. 
Domestic economy is the ordering of a house. But 
the economy of one house is not necessarily the 
economy of every other house. If Christians 
would only bear that in mind, it would save a 
great deal of confusion. Then there is political 
economy. The ordering of the affairs of one 
nation is not the economy of another. The econ­
omy of Soviet Russia is not, and I hope will never 
be, that of the United States of America; the 
economy of Fascist Italy is not the economy of 
Democratic England. These nations have their 
own ways of ordering their affairs, and if one 
came from Soviet Russia to the United States and 
attempted to order his conduct according to the 
economy of Russia, it would not be tolerated here. 
It might be lawful and right there, but not here. 
And so there are these various economies running 
through the Word of God. A dispensation, an 
economy, then, is that particular order or condi­
tion of things prevailing in one special age which 
does not necessarily prevail in another. 

There is a difference between a dispensation 
and an age. An age is a period of time in which 
a particular economy prevails. There was the 
economy before the flood when God was dealing 
with men according to conscience. We do not 
know just how God's children met and carried on 
a public testimony in those days. All that we 
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have concerning that particular time is given us 
in two or three brief chapters. But after the flood, 
there was a new economy; civil magistracy was 
instituted by God for the restraint of human con­
duct. Then we see God calling Abraham out, and 
making him to be the beginning of a new race of 
people to whom He entrusted a new economy, the 
promise of the coming Seed through whom all 
nations of the earth should be blessed. And then 
at Mount Sinai the law was given to the people 
of Israel. That economy was in force until our 
blessed Lord cried, "It is finished," on Calvary's 
cross. Now in the present age of the grace of 
God, we have this wonderful dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit, in which the gospel of God is being 
sent out into all the world. There is no one 
favored nation, but God's grace goes out to all 
nations. We are not under law as a principle 
either of salvation or of life, but we are under 
grace, saved by Christ, kept by Christ, called 
upon to walk in Christ to the praise of the glory 
of His grace. By-and-by there will be another 
glorious economy, "The dispensation of the ful­
ness of times." That will be in the last glorious 
age, which has been called ever since the dawn 
of the Christian era, "The Millennium," "The 
Reign of Righteousness," when, 

"Jesus shall reign where'er the sun, ' 
Does his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more." 
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It is not a dispensation of blessing merely for 
this world, but heaven and earth will be brought 
into wonderful unity, and heavenly saints and 
earthly saints will find their headship in Christ. 

"That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times He might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in Him." How important then 
that we know something about what God is do-
ing, that we understand intelligently our dis-
pensational place in the ways of God. Into what 
confusion of mind many Christians have fallen. 
because, though they are living in this age and 
are under our special dispensation, they are try­
ing to behave according to another dispensation, 
confusing law with grace. 

How many Christians need to understand these 
distinctions! They are in confusion of mind all 
their lives because they do not see the difference 
between God's order for the house of Israel of old, 
and for the house of God, the Church, which is 
the "pillar and ground of the truth," in this pres-! 
ent age, to be succeeded by the glorious dispensa-. 
tion of the fulness of times yet to come in what 
we generally call the Millennium. St. Augustine 
said, "Distinguish the ages, and the Scriptures 
are plain." 

So God has revealed to us His purpose of grace.* 
He has opened up the good pleasure of His will • 
that we might understand what His plan is for i 
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Israel, the Church, and the world. What a won­
derful time it will be when everything un­
christian will be put down, when the authority 
of the Lord Jesus Christ will be owned not only 
by all in heaven but by all on earth. This is the 
time referred to in Colossians 1:20: "Having 
made peace through the blood of His cross, by 
Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, 
I say, whether they be things in earth, or things 
in heaven." Notice there are only two spheres 
when Scripture speaks of the future reconcilia­
tion. It never includes the sad, unhappy abode of 
the lost; it simply says that all things in heaven 
and all things in earth are some day to be recon­
ciled to God through Jesus Christ. But Scripture 
also speaks of the subjugation of all things, of 
how God is going to subdue all things to Christ, 
"That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth." All cr-eated intelligences 
will own the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but all in heaven and all on earth are to be recon­
ciled to Him in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, when He will "gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in Him." 

And when the apostle, speaking as a Jew by 
nature, as one who belongs to the people to whom 
the message first came, says, "In whom also we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
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—being marked out beforehand—according to the 
purpose of Him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of His own will: that we should be to the 
praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ," 
literally, "who pre-trusted in Christ." God has 
made wonderful premises to Israel, to be fulfilled 
when "they shall see the King in His beauty," and 
shall cry, "This is our God; we have waited for 
Him." Israel in that day will be born again and 
will turn to the Lord. But Paul himself, an 
Israelite, says, "We (he and his companions) 
have already trusted in Christ — we have pre-
trusted in Him1 before this day of His glorious 
revelation." 

"In whom ye (Gentiles) also trusted, after that 
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sal­
vation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise." 
You see, first those of the kindred according to 
the flesh, and then those of the nations who were 
alienated and enemies from God by wicked works. 

Notice that the greatest objective then for all 
Christians is that which so many of God's beloved 
people sometimes neglect, it is the truth of the 
coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Church's complete blessing awaits His coming, 
every individual's blessing awaits His coming, the 
redemption of our bodies awaits His coming, the 
conversion of Israel awaits His coming, and the 
full redemption of all the Gentile peoples awaits 
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the coming ofl our blessed Saviour. How we 
should long for this great event, watch for it as 
one watches for the morning. Frances Havergal 
has expressed the Christ ian's at t i tude in a beauti­
ful way : 

"Thou art coming, O our Saviour! 
Coming, God's anointed King! 

Every tongue Thy Name confessing, 
Well may we rejoice and sing. 

Thou art coming! Rays of glory 
Through the veil Thy death has rent, 

Gladden now our pilgrim pathway, 
Glory from Thy presence sent. 

"Thou art coming! Thou art coming! 
We shall meet Thee on Thy way; 

Thou art coming! We shall see Thee, 
And be like Thee on that day. ' ' 

Thou art coming! Thou art coming! 
Jesus, our beloved Lord; 

Oh, the joy to see Thee reigning, 
Worshipped, glorified, adored! 

"Thou art coming! Not a shadow, 
Not a mist, and not a tear, 

Not a sin, and not a sorrow, 
On that sunrise grand and clear. 

Thou art coming! Blessed Saviour, 
Nothing else seems worth a thought: 

Oh, how marvelous the glory, 
And the bliss Thy pain hath bought. 

"Thou art coming! We are waiting 
With a 'hope' that cannot fail, 

Asking not the day or hour, 
Anchored safe within the veil. 
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Thou art coming! At Thy table. 
We are witnesses of this, 

As we meet Thee in communion, 
Earnest of our coming bliss." 

May it be ours to enter more and more fully, 
by reverent, prayerful study of and meditation 
upon the Word of God, into the apprehension of 
the glorious purpose of His grace that we may 
walk now in the light of that coming dispensation 
when Christ shall see of the travail of His soul 
and shall be satisfied! 



-At 

LECTURE VI. 

SEALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

i 1 i ••'< ' /d 

"In whom ye alto trusted, after that ye heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that 
ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased possession, unto the praise of Hi* glory" 
(Eph. 1 : 1 3 , 14, R. V . ) . 

1 -f i 

YOU will notice that these verses carry us 
back in thought to what has immediately 
preceded in verse 12. There the Apostle 

Paul says, "That we should be to the praise of 
His glory, who first trusted in Christ," and he 
speaks as a representative believer from Israel. 
The gospel of God was to the Jew first. Those 
who received the message on the day of Pentecost 
were all of Israel, although they came from the 
many different parts of the world into which 
they had been scattered because of their sins. 
Wherever the message went it was to the Jew first 
in those early days, and the Apostle Paul, himself 
a Jew, could speak of the glorious privileges 
which belonged to them who had become the 
people of God in Christ, 



Sealed with the Holy Spirit 75 

In verse 13 he turns to the Gentile converts; 
therefore the words are especially appropriate as 
applied to ourselves, "In whom ye also trusted." 
Notice the different pronoun. It is "ye," Gentiles. 
"In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth." He does not necessarily imply 
any lengthy period after they had heard the word 
of truth. It might be rendered, "In whom ye also 
trusted, upon hearing the word of truth." The 
gospel message believed results in immediate sal­
vation. It is not necessary that people go through 
a long season of soul-exercise and travail of spirit 
after hearing the gospel before they are converted 
to God. A man may hear the message for the 
first time, and hearing, believe and live. Yet one 
can quite understand the pitiful question of the 
Chinese woman who had lived in the darkness of 
paganism all her life, Some itinerant mission­
aries came to her village, and for the first time, 
she feared the only time, she heard the message 
of grace. She came trembling and said, "It is a 
wonderful story. I have never heard it before, 
and you are leaving us tomorrow. I may never 
hear it again, but I believe it. Do you think once 
is enough to make my soul secure?" Yes, once 
is •sn.ough! 

"Once for all, O sinner, receive it, 
Once for all, O brother, believe it: 
Cling to the cross, the burden will fall, , 
Christ hath redeemed us once for all." 
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Most of us have heard it over and over again. 
1 wonder how many can take these words to our­
selves, "In whom ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salva­
tion." The gospel is indeed the "good spell." That 
is the exact meaning of the Anglo-Saxon word, 
"gospel." Some of the words that we think of as 
slang are really ground deep in our language. We 
speak of a soap-box orator as a "spellbinder," and 
think of that as slang, but the fact is, the word 
"spell" was used in that way centuries ago. The 
gospel is the good spell, the good message, God's 
good news for poor lost sinners; it is God's good 
news about His blessed Son. It cannot be too 
often emphasized that the gospel is not good 
advice to be obeyed; it is good news to be believed. 
It is something that God has told us about the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and when we believe the mes­
sage, we are saved. Now, following our salvation, 
we are sealed with the HoIy> Spirit—"In whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise." A good many have 
been misled by the rendering here given. "In 
whom also after that ye believed—" they have 
thought that this necessarily implied an interval 
between believing and being sealed with the 
Spirit; but I would call your attention to the fact 
that we have exactly the same words as in the 
previous part of the verse: "In whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth." 
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Not necessarily a week or a month, or yet ten 
minutes after, but upon hearing. And so we read 
in the latter part of the verse that upon believing 
we were sealed with the Holy Spirit. 

There is, of course, a difference between th© 
Holy Spirit's regenerating work and the sealing. 
The difference is as great as that between build­
ing a house and moving into it. You may move 
into it the moment it is ready. When the Spirit 
of God creates a man anew in Christ Jesus, that 
moment a house is built, a temple is prepared, and 
then the blessed Holy Spirit of God moves in and 
takes possession of him. "Ye were sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise." That is, the Spirit 
who had been promised in past ages and by our 
blessed Lord when here on earth, has now come 
to indwell every believer. Three times in the 
New Testament we read of the believer being 
sealed with the Spirit. We find it here, and in, 
2 Cor. 1: 22, "Who hath also sealed us, and given 
the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts," and then 
in our same epistle (chap. 4 : 30), "Grieve not thQ 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption." These are the only three 
direct references to the sealing of the Holy Spirit' 
in connection with the believer, but in John 6: 27, 
we read of the blessed Lord Himself that He waa 
sealed. "Labor not for the meat which perisheth,* 
but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting, 
life, which the Son of Man shall give unto you; 
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for Him hath God the Father sealed." You re­
member when He came forth from His baptism 
in the Jordan, the Spirit of God descended like a 
dove and abode upon Him, and a voice from 
heaven said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased" (Matt. 3 :17) . That is the 
sealing of the blessed Saviour. It is always inter­
esting to note that it is in the sixth chapter of 
John's Gospel, where He dwells upon the fact 
that He is the Living Bread which came down 
from heaven, which if a man eat he shall live for­
ever, that our Lord speaks of Himself as sealed. 

A seal was a stamp, a mark of ownership, a 
mark of approval. You go to the grocery store 
and get a loaf of bread, and it has a little stamp 
on it, or perhaps it has the name of the bakery or 
the trade mark impressed upon the bread. This 
was done by pressing the dough into the pan 
which had the name in the metal. That name 
upon the loaf of bread is the maker's guarantee. 
I t is as though he says, "I stand back of this 
bread." It is just so with our blessed Lord. He 
is the Bread of God, the Living Bread, the Bread 
of Life, and God the Father sealed Him when He 
gave Him the Holy Spirit without measure. And 
now when we believe in Him, trust Him as our 
Saviour, the same blessed Holy Spirit comes to 
live in us. God the Father seals us by the Spirit, 
and says, as it were, "This man, this woman, be­
longs to Me; henceforth I stand back of him, I 
own him as Mine." 
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It is a remarkable thing that the only two 
epistles in which we read of sealing by the Spirit 
are Corinthians and Ephesians. Corinth and 
Ephesus were great centers of the lumber indus­
try in ancient times. A raft of logs would be 
brought from the Black Sea and notice sent to 
the different lumber firms that the raft was in 
the harbor. These firms would send their men 
out and they would look over the logs and make 
their selection. One would say, "1 will take those 
logs," another, "I will take these," and they would 
pay down a little earnest money and then cut a 
certain wedge upon each log that the firm had 
agreed to take. This was called the seal. The 
logs might not be drawn out of the water for 
many weeks, but each was sealed by the mark of 
the firm that had undertaken to purchase them. 
I was standing on a high bridge at St. Cloud, 
Minn., watching a lumber jam, and as I saw the 
men working I said to my friend, "Do all these 
logs belong to one firm?" "Oh, no," he said; 
"there are representatives of many different 
firms working here in the Minnesota woods." 
"Well," I asked, "how on earth can they distin­
guish between the logs?" He showed me from 
the bridge how they were marked, so that when 
they reached their destination down the river, the 
various firms would be able to select their own 
logs. Though you and I are still tossing about on 
the waters of this poor scene we have been sealed 
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by the Holy Spirit of promise, and when the ap­
pointed day comes and the blessed Lord takes 
His own to be with Himself, that will be the day 
of the redemption of His purchased possession, 
and He will take out of this world all who have 
been sealed with His Spirit. We will go to be 
with Him in yonder bright glory. 

We may well remember the word, "Grieve not 
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed." 
He who has come to dwell within us will abide 
with us forever. When the Spirit of God once 
takes up His abode in a believer, He never leaves 
him in life or in death, until presented faultless 
in the presence of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The bodies of our beloved dead in Christ 
are in the keeping of the Holy Spirit, and living 
saints are indwelt by the Spirit and will be until 
called hence to be forever with the Lord. 

This enables us to understand the transition 
of thought as we pass to verse 14. In verse 13 
the Holy Spirit is a seal, and in verse 14 He is 
the earnest, "Which is the earnest of our inheri­
tance until the redemption of the purchased pos­
session, unto the praise of His glory." I men­
tioned the lumber-dealer paying down a small 
sum as an earnest, the rest to be paid in full when 
the logs were drawn out of the water. Our blessed 
God has given us the Holy Spirit as the earnest, 
the pledge, that eventually we are to be taken out 
of this scene and fully conformed to the image of 
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His Son. Now we are privileged to appropriate 
in a small measure what we shall have in all its 
fulness when we get home to heaven. Everything 
of Christ which we enjoy at all, we enter into by 
the Holy Spirit. 

"If here on earth the thoughts of Jesus' love 
lift our poor hearts this weary world above, 
If even here the taste of heavenly springs 
So cheers the spirit, that the pilgrim sings, 

"What will the sunshine of His glory prove? 
What the unrningled fulness of His love? •<&' 
What hallelujahs will His presence raise? c* 
What but one loud eternal burst of praise?" 

What will it mean when we see Him face to 
face, when the last vestige of sin and infirmity 
will disappear, and we shall be like Him for whom 
we wait? We shall be to "the praise of His 
glory." Think of it! Every saint of God, every 
redeemed one, every sinner saved by grace divine, 
will add to the glory, to the satisfaction of the 
heart of God throughout eternity. It was in order 
that we might thus be won for Christ, that we 
might be set apart for Himself, that our blessed 
Lord came in grace from the throne in heaven 
down to the cross of Calvary. It was that He 
might redeem us to God with His own blood and 
make us suited habitations for the Holy Spirit's 
indwelling, that Ha saved us and made us His 
own. 



LECTURE VII. 

PAUL'S FIRST PRAYER FOR 
THE SAINTS 

1 i i 

"Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and love unto all the saints, cease not to give thanks for 
you, making mention of you in ray prayers; that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him; the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 
ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what 
is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who be . 
lieve, according to the working of His mighty power, which 
He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, 
and set Hhn at His own right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all principality, and power, and might, and do­
minion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come: and hath put all things 
under His feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all things 
to the Church, which is His body, the fulness of Him that 
fiUeth ail in all" (Eph. Is 15-23) . 

i 1 i 

WE have in this letter two prayers 
offered by the Apostle Paul, not only for 
the Ephesians but for all the people of 

God. The first is our present passage and the 
second is found in chapter three. Notice that he 
says, "I also, after I heard of your faith in the 
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Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, cease not 
to give thanks for you, making mention of you 
in my prayers." He offers his petition for those 
who are already saved. When people are born of 
God, one of the first evidences that they possess a 
new nature is that they feel a sense of dependence 
upon the Lord and begin to pray, first for them­
selves, and then their hearts go out in interces­
sion for others. When the Lord sent Ananias to 
Saul of Tarsus, he objected, saying, "Lord, I have 
heard by many of this man, how much evil he 
hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem, and here he 
hath authority from the chief priests to bind all 
that call on Thy name." But the Lord replied, 
"Behold, he prayeth." This was an evidence of a 
real work begun in the soul of the erstwhile per­
secutor of the Church of God, and so Ananias 
went to him in confidence and laid his hands upon 
him, saying, "Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou 
earnest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive 
thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost," and 
he commanded him to be baptized. It is as nat­
ural for the renewed man to pray as it is for the 
natural man to breathe. 

Note how the apostle tells the saints of his 
confidence in them. He had heard with joy of 
the way they had been growing in grace, of their 
faith in the Lord Jesus and love unto all the 
saints. Where faith is genuine, it will always be 
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manifested by love; not merely to our own pecu­
liar group, but love unto all the saints. This term 
"saints" is an all-inclusive one, taking in every 
individual who has been born into the family of 
God. Some have an idea that all the saints are 
in heaven, but we do not need to pray for those 
who are in the presence of the Lord over yonder. 
Believers on earth are called saints, and for them 
we need to make intercession. 

Paul prays for three distinct things, but first 
he asks, "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him." Earlier in the chapter, we have already 
seen how in verse 3 he exclaims, "Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." Be­
cause the Eternal Son became Man for our re­
demption, it is right to speak of the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Because His relationship is 
ever that of Son, it is equally right to speak of 
God as His Father. This first prayer is addressed 
to "the God of our Lord Jesus Christ." When we 
come to consider the second prayer we shall find 
that it is addressed to the Father. When we 
think of God as such, we think of Him as Creator, 
the Source of all counsel and wisdom ("God is 
light"), and we notice that in this particular 
prayer the apostle is especially occupied with the 
counsels or purpose of God. The other is ad­
dressed to the Father because it has to do with the 
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family relationship. "God is love" as well as 
light. 

It is very remarkable how exactly divine titles 
are used in Holy Scripture. He prays, "That the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory" (or excellence)—all glory proceeds from 
Him, and glory is but the manifestation of divine 
excellence—"may give unto you the spirit of wis­
dom and revelation in the knowledge of Him." 
He does not mean that you must receive the 
Holy Spirit in some new and second way. If a 
Christian, you have the Holy Spirit dwelling in 
you, but He who indwells you delights in His 
special work of opening up the things of Christ 
and revealing them to His saints. How does He 
do that? By giving insight into the truth already 
revealed in the Word of God. All Scripture is 
divinely inspired. Holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit, but the 
merely natural man reads the Word and sees 
nothing in it, because he is not acquainted with 
its Author. The believer who is indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit reads, and in reading hears the voice 
of God. So there is all the difference in the world 
between reading this Book in a cold intellectual 
way and reading it in the presence of God, de­
pending upon His blessed Holy Spirit to open up 
its truth to heart and mind. It is then that He 
acts as the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, giving 
the believer to enjoy precious things never seen 
before. 
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Have you not often heard some servant of God 
expounding the Word in such a way that it came 
home to your heart in wondrous power and bless­
ing? Perhaps you said, "It is strange; I have 
read that passage over and over again, and yet I 
never saw it like that before. I do not under­
stand how it is that when I read the Bible myself 
I fail to appreciate these things." Often the real 
trouble is we do not spend enough time in the 
presence of God, looking to Him to open up His 
truth to us. 

I remember years ago, while my dear mother 
was still living, I went home to visit the family, 
and found* there a man of God from the north of 
Ireland. I was a young Christian at the time, 
engaged in gospel work. He was a much older 
man, an invalid, dying of what we then called 
"quick consumption." He had come oufeto South­
ern California, hoping climatic conditions would 
be of some help to him. But it was evident that 
he was too far gone to be recovered to health 
again. He lived, by his own desire, in a small 
tent out under the olive trees a short distance 
away from our home. I went out to see him 
there. I can remember how my heart was touched 
as I looked down upon his thin worn face upon 
which I could see the peace of Heaven clearly 
manifested. His name was Andrew Fraser. He 
could barely speak above a whisper, for his lungs 
were almost gone, but I can recall yet how, after 
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a few words of introduction, he said to me, 
"Young man, you are trying to preach Christ; 
are you not?" I replied, "Yes, I am." "Well," 
he whispered, "sit down a little, and let us talk 
together about the Word of God." He opened 
his well-worn Bible, and until his strength was 
gone, simply, sweetly, and earnestly he opened up 
truth after truth as he turned from one passage 
to another, in a way that my own spirit had never 
entered into them. Before I realized it, tears 
were running down my face, and I asked, "Where 
did you get these things? Could you tell me 
where I could find a book that would open them 
up to me? Did you learn these things in some 
seminary or college?" I shall never forget his 
answer. "My dear young man, I learned these 
things on my knees on the mud floor of a little 
sod cottage in the north of Ireland. There with 
my open Bible before me, I used to kneel for 
hours at a time, and ask the Spirit of God to re­
veal Christ to my soul and to open the Word to 
my heart, and He taught me more on my knees 
on that mud floor than I ever could have learned 
in all the seminaries or colleges in the world." It 
was not many weeks after this that he was absent 
from the body and present with the Lord, but the 
memory of that visit has always remained with 
me and is a most precious recollection. Is it not 
true that most of us do not stay long enough in 
the presence of God? We do not get quiet enough 
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to let Him talk to us and reveal His mind to us. 
"Meditation," someone has said, "is becoming a 

lost art in our day." To meditate is really to chew 
the cud. Just as the cattle take their food in the 
rough and then ruminate and get the sweetness 
and the good out of it, so the believer needs to 
read the Word and then spend time quietly in the 
presence of God, going over it again and again, 
ruminating, chewing the cud, until it becomes 
truly precious to his heart. Of old the Israelites 
were forbidden to eat the flesh of any animal that 
did not chew the cud and part the hoof. The 
parted hoof is a foot that rises above the filth 
of this world. It has been well said that it is a 
great thing when the mouth and the foot agree, 
when we feed on the Word and walk in the 
power of the truth. It is when one thus gets into 
the presence of God that the Holy Spirit delights 
to take of divine things and show them unto us. 
It is thus we grow in the knowledge of Christ. 
That is one reason why the Spirit came. Every 
believer to a certain extent has the knowledge of 
Christ, but the original word implies more than 
that. It is not merely knowledge as such; it is 
really super-knowledge, or full knowledge. "That 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and rev­
elation in the full knowledge of Him." Perhaps 
you know Him as your Saviour, as the One who 
has redeemed you from everlasting destruction, 
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as the glorious Head of the Church, with whom 
you are linked by the Holy Spirit. He would 
have you go on to know Him better, for there are 
riches in Christ that you may be sure you have 
never yet entered into. We cannot afford to be 
negligent, or to let other things crowd out the 
blessing we might have by giving more time to 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit. *w 

"Oh, the pure delight of a single hour 
That before Thy throne I spend, 

As I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my Lord, -rft 
1 commune as friend with friend." «>q 

We sing these words sometimes and sing them 
rather glibly, but how much do we know of the 
reality of spending an hour in His presence, 
learning more of Him as the Spirit of God un­
folds precious things that otherwise our hearts 
would never enter into? 

We have already remarked that there are three 
distinct petitions in this prayer. He asks, 

1. "That the eyes of your heart being enlight­
ened, ye may know what is the hope of His 
calling." 

2. "And what the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints." 

3. "And what is the exceeding greatness of 
His power to us-ward who believe, accord­
ing to the working of His mighty power." 

Notice, it is "That the eyes of your heart being 
enlightened." Our Authorized Version reads, 
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"The eyes of your understanding," out it is not 
merely the intellect he has in view, it is the heart. 
Christians understand with the heart. It is "with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness." It 
is with the heart that we enter into divine real­
ities. One may be very brilliant intellectually, 
but that does not guarantee for a moment that he 
will have an understanding of spiritual things. 
It is only as the heart is exercised before God, a,". 
the eyes of the heart are opened, that spiritual 
things will be discerned. That is one reason why 
people must be born again, otherwise they can­
not understand the things of God. 

Perhaps an illustration will help to make clear 
what 1 mean. Some people are born into the 
world with a remarkable musical sense, and some 
have none at all. Now a man who has no sense 
of tone cannot become a musician, no matter how 
others may seek to instruct him. Such an one 
might go to listen to the most wonderful oratorio, 
but it would all be meaningless to him if he had 
no appreciation of music. He would really have 
to be born again, as it were, in order to appraise 
it aright, and so in regard to spiritual things, one 
must have a new nature if he would enter into 
them appreciatively. 

But if the eyes of the heart are opened, then 
one may understand something of "the hope of 
His calling." Do you understand "what is the 
hope of His calling?" It is that to which we have 
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already had our attention drawn in the earlier 
part of the chapter: "He hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ; according as He hath chosen us in Him 
before the foundation of the world," that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him. 
This is the hope of His calling; that some day we 
shall see Him as He is and be like Him. Our God 
has chosen us for this, and He is never going to 
give up until we attain to the full stature of men 
and women in Christ Jesus. 

Then, in the second place, that we may appre­
hend the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 
the saints. Earlier in the chapter we read of the 
riches of His grace; here we have the riches of 
His glory. We are enjoying the riches of His 
grace now and we shall enter into and enjoy the 
riches of His glory by-and-by. Notice this ex­
pression, "The riches of the glory of His inheri­
tance in the saints." What does that mean? It 
does not mean that the saints are His inheritance, 
as some would have us believe, but it does mean 
that when He takes possession of His inheritance, 
He is going to take possession of it through His 
saints. It is not our inheritance in Him, observe, 
but His inheritance in us. Of old the land of 
Canaan was His inheritance, but He took pos­
session of it through His people Israel. By-and-
by He will take possession of a redeemed universe 
through His saints and we shall reign with Him. 
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Who can apprehend our part in that glory ? What 
will it be when we are with Him and like Him 
when He returns to reign, and we shall sit with 
Him upon His throne and God will take posses­
sion of His inheritance in His saints! 

Then observe the third petition: "What is the 
exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working ot His mighty 
power." You see, Christians are not storage bat­
teries. How often we hear people praying, "O 
God, give me more power," and you would think 
that we were a little bit like these ever-ready 
flashlights that you can open up and put a battery 
in, then press a button and get a light. You 
would imagine that as Christians, the Lord puts 
a power battery into us, presses a button, and 
then we shine for Him. Nothing of the kind! We 
have power only as we are living in fellowship 
with Him who is the Source of all power, and as 
we are walking in fellowship with Him, the same 
power works in and through us that wrought in 
Christ when God raised Him from the dead. That 
was the fullest manifestation of divine power the 
world has ever known. 

Our attention is not called to the power that 
created the heaven and the earth, to the power 
that brought the people of Israel out of Egypt, 
parted the Red Sea, and led them in triumph to 
the Land of Canaan, nor to the working of mighty 
miracles through the Lord and His apostles, but 
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to the greatest manifestation of the power of 
God of which we know anything, the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the same power 
that works in believers who walk in fellowship 
with Him: "According to the mighty power which 
He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from 
the dead and set Him at His own right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all principality, 
and power, and might, and lordship, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come." By these expres­
sions, "principality," "power," "might," "domin­
ion," we are to understand the countless hosts of 
angelic beings, glorious sinless spirits serving our 
blessed Lord, and also serried ranks of evil angels 
opposed to God and His Christ. 

Our Lord went down into the depths, into the 
grave, descended into the lower parts of the earth, 
and Satan and his hosts rejoiced when they saw 
Him under the power of death. But God has 
raised Him from the dead and taken Him up to 
His right hand in the highest glory, where as 
Man He sits today enthroned. The wonderful 
thing that the apostle dwells on here is that the 
power that did all that for the Lord Jesus is the 
power that works in us as believers if we do not 
hinder it by our frivolity and worldliness. Do 
not, I beg of you, ever complain again that you 
have no power to meet temptation, that you have 
no power to rise above some sinful habit. If you ! 
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find yourself in that condition it is because you 
are out of fellowship with God. Get right with 
Him. Judge the sin that has hindered communion 
and then, as when you make the electrical connec­
tion the power flows through the wire to operate 
the mighty machinery, so you will be in living 
touch with God, and divine power will work in 
and through you to enable you to triumph over 
sin and live to His glory. 

We are told that Christ has gone up "above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come." And 
then we are told that He has put all things under 
His feet. We do not yet se>e everything subject to 
Him, but we do see Him seated in the heavenlies 
above all things, as evidence that all shall even­
tually acknowledge His rightful sway. Then we 
have an added word which was never revealed in 
Old Testament times but is now made known in 
this dispensation of grace: "And gave Him to be 
Head over all things to the Church which is His 
Body, the fulness of Him that filleth all m all." 
A head without a body is incomplete. The mar­
velous thing is that the Church is the complete­
ness of Christ; during all this present age He is 
manifesting Himself through the Church to the 
world. Some day the members of the Body will 
be with the Head in the glory, and the one new 
man will be manifested in all his perfection. la 
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it not a wonderful thing then to realize this: that 
our blessed Lord would in this sense be incom­
plete without us? Think of it! We were poor 
lost sinners of the Gentiles, deserving nothing but 
the judgment of God, but now through His grace 
we have been saved, and not only that but made 
members of His Body, the Body of Christ, the 
completeness of Him that filleth all in all. What 
a hallowed responsibility this puts upon us to rep­
resent Him aright in this world; to manifest His 
grace, His holiness, His love, His hatred of sin, 
His compassion for the lost, His desperate earn­
estness in seeking to reach lost men and make 
known to them the riches of His grace. We are 
left here to carry on His work in the scene where 
He was crucified. May God give us to rise to a 
proper sense of our hallowed responsibility and 
thus to make Him known as we should. 



,<\ 

LECTURE VIII. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S PAST, PRESENT 
AND FUTURE 

"And you hath He quickened, who were dead in tresv 
passes and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according 
to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience: among whom also we all had our conversa­
tion in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the de­
sires of the flesh arid of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich i s 
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ (by grace ye are saved); and hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2 : 1-7) . 

WHILE holding meetings in Southern Cal­
ifornia I took the inter-urban car one 
Saturday to go from Los Angeles to a 

well-known beach resort. We had hardly left the 
city when a rather peculiar-looking lady (I sup­
pose she was a lady; at any rate, she was of the 
feminine persuasion), attired in a strange garb 
that made her look as though she was dressed up 
in red bandanna handkerchiefs pieced together, 
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and who wore a ahawl on her head with a lot of 
spangles over her forehead, came and sat down 
beside me, and said, "How do you do, gentleman? 
You like to have your fortune told T' I said, "Are 
you able to tell my fortune?" She held out a 
winsome little palm and said, "Cross my palm 
with a silver quarter, and I will give you your 
past, present, and future." "You are very sure 
you can do that if I give you a quarter?" I said. 
"You see, I am Scotch, and should hate to part 
with a quarter and not get proper exchange for 
it." She looked bewildered for a moment, but 
then said very insistently, "Yes, gentleman, I can 
give you your past, present, and future. I never 
fail; I have wonderful second sight. Cross my 
palm with a quarter. Please, gentleman. I will 
tell you all." I said, "It is really not necessary, 
because I have had my fortune told already, and 
I have a little Book in my pocket that gives me 
my past, present and future." "You have it in 
a book?" she said. "Yes, and it is absolutely in­
fallible. Let me read it to you," I said, and I 
pulled out my New Testament. She looked startled 
when she saw it, but I turned to this second chap­
ter of the Epistle to the Ephesians and said, 
"Here is my past, 'And you hath He quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins: wherein in 
time past ye walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, the 3pirit that now worketh in the 
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children of disobedience: among whom also we 
all had our conversation in times past in the lusts 
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind, and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others. '" "Oh, yes," she said; 
"it is plenty, I do not care to hear more." "But," 
i said, as I held her gently by the arm, "I want 
to give you my present also, 'But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He 
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 
are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. '" "That is plenty, gentleman,' she said; 
"I do not wish to hear any more." "Oh, but," I 
replied, "there is more yet, and you must get it; 
and you are not going to pay me a quarter for it 
either. I am giving it to you for nothing. It is 
my past, my present, and my future. Here is 
the future, 'That in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.' " She 
was on her feet, and I could not hold on any 
tighter lest I should be charged with assault and 
battery, and she fled down the aisle, saying, "I 
took the wrong man! I took the wrong man!" , 

You know how interested people are in trying 
to delve into the mysterious and unknown. If it 
were not for this bump of curiosity that so many, 
have, these fortune-tellers and spirit-mediums, 
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who can tell you how to make immense sums of 
money but are themselves as poor as church mice, 
would all have to die of starvation. People want 
to know the things that God has not revealed. 
But it is amazing to see how indifferent they are 
to the very important revelation that He has 
given us in His Word. He has made known the 
past, the present and the future of the universe, 
of the nation of Israel, of the great Gentile na­
tions, of the Church of God, and then — what 
comes home to every Christian—of every indi­
vidual believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

"And you hath He quickened." You will notice 
that the words, "hath He quickened," are in 
italics. That means that there is nothing in the 
original to answer to them, and yet we actually 
seem to need them to fully bring out the thought 
of the Greek, for in the original the verb comes 
in the fifth verse, and in order to make it read 
smoothly in English it is necessary to put in these 
words. To be quickened is to be made to live. 
Because we were dead we needed to receive divine 
life. "You hath He quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins: wherein in time past ye 
walked according to the course of this world." 
What a past! We were utterly beyond any ability 
to save ourselves, for a dead man can do nothing 
to improve his condition, and every unsaved per­
son is dead, dead toward God, dead spiritually. If. 
you are out of Christ, you have never had one 



100 In the Heavenlies ' ' <*£ 

pulse-beat toward God, you are dead in trespasses 
and sins. Sin has not only made man guilty so 
that he needs forgiveness, but sin has sunk the 
human race into a state of spiritual death so that 
men need divine life. That is why we must be 
born again. Being born again is receiving new 
life from God through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Of course, there are degrees of sinfulness, there 
are degrees along moral lines. We would not for 
a moment say everybody is just as corrupt, just as 
vile, just as wicked, just as despicable, as every­
body else. That would not be true; and yet if peo­
ple are dead, they are dead. The beautiful little 
maid, the daughter of Jairus, had been dead only 
a few minutes when the blessed Lord reached her 
father's house, but she was dead, she was lifeless. 
Fair to look upon, lovely and sweet, no doubt, in 
the eyes of her beloved parents, like a beautiful 
marble statue, but although there was not the 
corruption that there might have been, she was 
dead nevertheless. Turn over to Luke's Gospel 
and you find that as the blessed Lord came to the 
village of Nain they were carrying a young man 
out to bury him. He was dead. Dead perhaps a 
day or two. In the land of Palestine they gen­
erally bury the dead either on the day that life 
ceases or the day immediately following. So this 
young man was dead longer than the little maid, 
but life was just as truly extinct in her case as 
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in his. Then you have the blessed Lord at the 
grave of Lazarus. The sisters told riim not to 
roll the stone away, for their brother had been 
dead four days and would already be offensive. 
Corruption had set in, but the Lord Jesus brought 
new life to that man. In every instance it took 
exactly the same mighty, quickening power to re­
store the dead. Only the Son of God could speak 
life to the daughter of Jairus, to the young man 
of Nain, and to Lazarus. So we were dead, every 
one of us, we who are now saved. Some were 
deeply corrupted because of sin, others perhaps 
did not know so much of its vileness and corrup­
tion, but all alike were dead before God and need­
ed new and divine life. 

"Dead in trespasses and sins." Notice the dif­
ference between the two expressions. Sinning is 
missing the mark. Trespass is the violation of a 
definite law. We see the sign, "No trespassing," 
and know that that means that we cannot pass a 
certain boundary without being guilty of trans­
gressing. You and I are guilty on both counts. 
We are sinners, for we have taken our own way; 
and we are trespassers, because we have actually 
transgressed what we knew to be the revealed will 
of God; and so we are dead to God in our natural 
condition. Yet we are able to walk—"Wherein 
in time past ye walked according to the course of 
this world." 

We were dead toward God and could not take 
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one step with Him. Dr. Gaebelein relates that he 
was holding meetings in a Y. M. C. A. auditorium, 
and one day the secretary showed him a card 
which he was in the habit of passing out. I t 
read, "1 promise faithfully henceforth to lead a 
religious and Christian life," and then there was 
a place to sign one's name. The secretary said, 
"How do you like that? Isn't that a pretty good 
way of putting it?" Dr. Gaebelein said, "How on 
earth can a dead man live any kind of a life? 
What is the use of putting a card like that into 
the hands of a dead sinner, and having him sign 
it and say, 'I promise faithfully henceforth to lead 
a religious and Christian life?' You cannot live 
a life for God until you receive a life from God." 
You can live according to the world, live a moral 
life and what some people call a religious life, 
but that is only "according to the course of this 
world." For, after all, the world admires morality 
and religion. If you are a young man looking for 
a wife, you do not look in the vilest part of the 
city for some poor wretched characterless girl, 
you try to find one who has a bit of religion and 
morality; and a young woman looking for a hus­
band does the same. People have an idea that 
morality and religion are necessarily Christian. 
Of course a Christian ought to be characterized 
by both, but from a much higher motive than the 
world. The course of this world is often a re­
ligious and a moral course, but in independence 
of Christ. 
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A little group of Greek philosophers were talk­
ing tog-ether five hundred years before Christ, and 
the question was asked, "What is the briefest 
possible definition of a man?" Plato said, "Man 
is a two-legged animal." One of them went out, 
and brought in a rooster. He held him up and 
said, "Behold Plato's man'." Then one exclaimed, 
"I have it; man is a religious animal." That is 
it. There is not another creature in the world 
but man that ever lifts his eyes toward God and 
heaven, that ever feels a sense of responsibility 
to a higher power, and therefore man is incur­
ably religious. Even the atheist is incurably re­
ligious. He worships himself, he is his own god. 
So, we say, the course of this world may be a" 
religious and a moral course. On the other hand, 
it may be a vile, abominably wicked, sinful course, 
but it is all the same, it is "the course of this-
world," and that is the course in which we walked 
before we were bom again. 

"According to the prince of the power of the 
air." He is, of course, the devil. When living in 
our sins, the devil was our master and we were' 
led by his will. 

"The spirit that now worketh in the children of • 
disobedience (those who refuse obedience to 
God); among whom also we all had our conversa­
tion (our manner of living, our desire) in times ' 
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires •' 
of the flesh and of the mind." We sometimes 
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think of the word "lust" as though it referred 
only to one degrading kind of sin, but it is unlaw­
ful desire of any kind. There are just as truly 
lusts of the mind as lusts of the flesh. Pride, 
vanity, self-will, covetousness, independence of 
God—these are all lusts of the mind, and they 
are just as vile in the sight of God as the lusts 
of the flesh. In the first three chapters of the 
Epistle to the Romans we have God's picture of 
the lusts of the flesh, and in the first three chap­
ters of First Corinthians we have God's picture 
of the lusts of the mind. One kind is just as 
sinful as the other. -

"And were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others." That is, we were born in sin, 
we were born of a race that is unclean, unholy^ 
and obnoxious to the eyes of God, but God hadi 
purposes of grace and of loving-kindness, whichf 
He has carried out through Christ Jesus, for the^ 
salvation of that sinful race. f 

Do you recognize the picture of your past? 
Maybe this is your present instead of your past. 
If it is, God grant that it may become your past,> 
and that you will be through with this kind of 
thing forevermore. Life is found alone in Christ. 

Now look at the present, as given us in verses 
4-6. "But God," how much that expression, "But 
God," means. We have God coming in now. We* 
were dead, helpless, unable to do one thing to re­
trieve our dreadful circumstances, but God came > 
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in. Of old God came in when this world was 
"without form and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep . . . and God said, Let there 
be light: and there was light;" so when we were 
dead in trespasses and sins, God came in and 
spoke the word of living power. "But God, who 
is rich in mercy." In what is He not rich? We 
saw in the first chapter that He is rich in grace 
and rich in glory, and here we read that He is 
rich in mercy. There are infinite resources of 
mercy for the vilest sinner. There is no one for 
whom there is no mercy. "God, who is rich in 
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us" 
—it all came out of the heart of God. There was 
not a thing about us to commend us to God but, 
"God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." "In 
this was manifested the love of God toward us," 
in that "He sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him." "Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins." Because we were dead, He sent Jesus 
to give us life; because we were guilty, He sent 
Jesus to be the propitiation by bearing our sins in 
His own body on the tree. 

"God, who is rich in mercy, foi His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ."., 



106 lit the Heavenlies 

The whole human race is dead in trespasses and 
sins. The Jewish part of the race had the reve­
lation from God, and yet they sought to be justi­
fied on the ground of works. But these were dead 
works, and the Jews were just as truly dead in 
trespasses and sins as the Gentiles, the great god­
less world outside. But now God comes in and 
works in power, and by the living Word He speaks 
to the dead Jews and to the dead Gentiles, and the 
Word brings life, and they believe it and are 
quickened together. They who had been separated 
before, between whom was a middle wall of par­
tition, are become one in Christ Jesus. That is 
the meaning of this word, "together." God breaks 
down the barriers separating Jews and Gentiles* 
and makes them one in Christ through believing,' 
giving us life together with Christ. Not merely* 
in Christ, but "with Christ." Why does He put8 

it that way? There was a time when because of 
my sins Jesus Christ lay dead in the grave, but, 
having completed the work that saves, God quick­
ened Him from the dead and brought Him back 
in triumph from the tomb. Christ's resurrection 
is the pledge of ours. We believe in Him and are 
brought forth from the place of the dead and' 
quickened with Him. He is the Saviour, we are 
the saved, and together we form one blessed com-' 
pany of which He is now the glorified Head. 

"By grace ye are saved," and grace precludes 
all thought of merit. We were not saved because 
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we prayed so earnestly, repented so bitterly, 
turned over a new leaf, made restitution for past 
Sins)'tried to do good, kept the law and obeyed the 
sermon on the mount, or anything else that we 
could do, but we were saved by grace, and grace 
is God's unmerited favor to those who merited the 
opposite. 

In a certain Bible Conference a great number 
of preachers attended the meetings every day, 
and some of them were a bit upset because the 
Conference, speaker was telling the people that if 
they were saved once, they are saved for all eter­
nity. So in trying to press the truth one day, I 
said, "We are not being saved if we hang on to 
the end, but we have already been saved. It is a 
settled thing." I wish we could understand that. 

I am afraid that there are a great many people 
who imagine that when they come to Christ, it 
is just the beginning and that they are really on 
probation; if they keep on and are good enough, 
they will be saved at last. I cannot understand 
people who close their prayer with, "Now, 0 Lord, 
save us at last." I refuse to say "Amen" to that, 
for I have already been saved. It is a settled 
thing, and no one is saved for a time and then be­
comes unsaved, because in order to become un­
saved you would have to become unborn, and how 
can that be? A saved person has been quickened 
from the dead, born into the family of God, given 
a new life, and that life is eternal. If that life 
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could ever be forfeited, it would only be proba­
tionary life, dependent upon one's ability to keep 
it. 1 have eternal life, and it is not dependent 
upon my obedience but on the living- Christ to see 
me through to the very end. Do not ever say you 
are saved if you do not mean that you are saved 
for eternity. If people ask you if you are saved 
and you believe you will be saved at last, you will 
have to say, "Well, not yet; but I hope to be if 
God and I can only hold out together!" But if you 
have already trusted the Lord Jesus and believe 
the Word, say, "Yes, thank God, I am saved for 
eternity through the precious, atoning blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ." 

It is one thing to be saved and have eternal life, 
to be taken out of that state of death, but it is 
another thing to be presented before God in all 
the perfection of His blessed Son. It is this of 
which we read in verse 6, "And hath raised us 
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus." You notice it is not 
with Christ Jesus. We are quickened with Him 
—He was quickened from the dead and so we are 
quickened with Him—but here it says, "He bath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Some of 
these days we shall be caught up and shall be ttrith 
Christ; but that will be when we all get home to 
glory. While still here, God sees us in Christ. 
We are represented by Him and in Him. As the 
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high priest of old had the names of the Israelites 
upon his breast and upon his shoulders when he 
went into that holy place, and they were all 
seen in their high priest, so we are seen in Christ, 
and every moment of our lives He is giving us a 
perfect representation before the throne of God. 
I am just as truly raised up together and sitting 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus when I am 
lying flat on my back in the hospital as I am when 
in the meeting. God sees me up there in Christ. 
Do not drag it down to mere experience. It is a 
blessed fact that is true of every Christian. It is 
a great thing to have our experience answer to 
our standing, and that comes through walking in 
fellowship with Him. 

But what about our future? "That in the ages 
to come He might show the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus." "The ages to come"—that takes us 
a long way on, a long way beyond the Millennium. 
The Millennium is "the age to come," and here we 
have "the ages to come." That is the Greek expres­
sion for eternity. It consists of untold millions of 
ages running on forevermore. Through all the 
ages to come God is going to exhibit the exceeding 
riches of His grace. Some of these days I am go­
ing to have a part in a great exhibition, when 
from the ends of the earth there will be gathered 
together all the redeemed of the Lord. Then God 
-will demonstrate to all created intelligences how 
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it has been the delight of His heart to show great 
grace to great sinners. That is our future—a 
future that does not depend on our faithfulness 
but on His, who saved us by grace in oraer that 
we might show His glories forevermore. 
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LECTURE IX. 

GOD'S WORKMANSHIP , 
nl '• • 

1 1 i 

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works lest any 
man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2 : 8 - 1 0 ) . 

OUR God is very jealous that there should 
be no slight put upon the Person and work 
of His blessed Son. God loves poor sinners 

so much that He sent His Son into the world to be 
the propitiation for our sins, but He loves His Son 
so much that He will not permit anyone in heaven 
who ignores the work that the Lord Jesus Christ 
accomplished. It is only through His finished work 
that any of us have title to a place over yonder, 
and so our salvation is entirely by grace. 

As I was meditating on this verse, I thought, 
"Dear me; what shall I say about it that has not 
been said a hundred times already?" But it can­
not be otherwise, for in trying to present the sal­
vation of God one must dwell on such a passage 
as this over and over again, for that is the very 
heart of the matter. 

Salvation is entirely by grace, and grace utterly 
precludes the thought of human merit. Were: 
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there any question of merit on our part, it would 
not be grace. "To him that worketh is the reward 
not reckoned of grace, but of debt" (Rom. 4 : 4 ) . 
If you work, you put the one by whom you are 
employed into your debt, and he does not get out 
of your debt until he has paid for your labor. 
Therefore, if by works of ours, if by any effort 
of ours, we could earn God's salvation, we would 
put God in our debt, and He could not get out of 
it until He had taken us home to heaven as a re­
ward, as payment for what we had done. But no 
works of ours, no efforts of ours, no labor that 
we could perform, could ever put away the guilt 
of one sin; and so we are shut up to grace, to 
unmerited favor. It is not only unmerited favor, 
but it is favor against merit, for we have merited, 
the very opposite. t> •••« iirv •-.' 

"By grace are ye saved." Notice the apostle, 
does not say, "By grace are ye being saved," or* 
"By grace will ye be saved eventually," but he is 
declaring something which is already true of 
every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not, 
"By grace shall ye be saved if ye abide in the 
present place," but "By grace are ye saved," be-. 
cause the work of redemption is already consum-
mated. Therefore, our salvation is looked at by-
God as something that is finished and complete. 
If there were any possibility that somehow along 
the way to heaven I might lose the salvation of 
God, it could not be said that I am already saved, 
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but rather that I am being saved. But. thank 
God, not only is the work that saves finished, but 
the salvation is looked upon as an accomplished 
fact. It might be translated. "By grace have ye 
been saved." 

"Through faith," this is the agent. Faith is 
simply the hand that lays hold of the gift that 
God presents to me. Believing the gospel, I am 
saved. Some people, I think, are in danger of 
making a saviour of their faith, for they say, 
'•'Well, if I could only believe firmly enough, if I 
could believe in the right way, I think I would 
be saved." It is not a question of how you be-
Meve; it is a question of whom you believe. Paul 
says, "I know whom 1 have believed, and am per­
suaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day" (2 Tim. 
1: 12). Do not make a saviour of your faith. 
The Saviour is Christ, and faith lays hold of Him. 
Then lest there should be any idea in the mind of 
the redeemed one that in some sense at any rate 
he deserves credit for coming to Christ and be­
lieving this message, the apostle immediately 
adds, "And that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God." 

Take the message as a whole again, "By grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of your­
selves: it is the gift of God." Theologians have 
questioned as to whether "not of yourselves" 
means the salvation or the faith. We may apply 
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it to the whole subject in question, "By grace are 
ye saved, and that not of yourselves." The grace, 
the salvation, are not of yourselves. "By grace 
are ye saved through faith, and that not of your­
selves." The faith is not of yourselves; it is 
all the gift of God. But somebody says, "If 
faith is the gift of God and God is not pleased 
to give me that gift, how can I believe?" 
Scripture says, "Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God." God gives the 
gift of faith to all who give heed to the message 
of the gospel. After the Spirit of God brings that 
message home to the heart, it is thoroughly pos­
sible for men to resist the Holy Ghost. It is pos­
sible on the other hand to give heed to the minis­
try of the Spirit, and thus be led on to personal 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith is a gift, 
and apart from it you can never be saved, but in 
order that we may have faith, "God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." Refuse the Word, and 
there will never be faith; give heed to the Word, 
and faith cometh by hearing. And so of it all 
it may be said, "Not of works, lest any man should 
boast." 

Old John Nelson, one of Wesley's preachers,; 
was a poor, godless, blaspheming blacksmith until 
God saved him. and after that he became one of 
the early Methodist preachers, and proclaimed in 
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power the gospel of the grace of God and won 
many to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. One day he was talking to a very self-
righteous man who said, "I don't need your 
Saviour; my life is all I need. I can present my 
own life to God, and I am satisfied He won't be 
hard on me. If anybody gets into heaven I shall, 
because of the good I have done, because of the 
way I have lived." "Look here," said John Nel­
son ; "if you got into heaven, you would bring dis­
cord there. All in heaven will be saved sinners, 
and we are going to sing, 'Glory to the Lamb that 
was slain and hath washed us from our sins in 
His own blood.' You couldn't sing that, and so 
you would bring discord. You wTould be singing, 
'Glory to me because by my own good life and 
consistent living, my charity and good behavior, 
I fitted myself for heaven.' If the angels caught 
you doing that, they would take you by the nape 
of your neck and throw you over the wall." That 
is a rather crude way of putting it, but he knew 
the truth of salvation by grace. David says, "My 
soul shall make her boast in the Lord." I have 
no goodness of my own, no faithfulness, no merit, 
but I shall boast in Him. 

In the tenth verse we read, "For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them." The word translated 
"workmanship" is used only twice in the New 
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Testament, here in Ephesians and in the first 
chapter of Romans where Paul is speaking of the 
testimony of creation. He says in verse 20, "For 
the invisible things of Him from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even His eternal power 
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse." 
In the original, one Greek word is translated here, 
"the things that are made." That word is poiema. 
From it we get our English word "poem." Crea­
tion is God's poem, witnessing to His eternal 
power and glory. The very stars in the heaven 
are, 

"Forever singing as they shine, 
The hand that made us is divine." 

That word is used again only in this second chap­
ter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, and here it is 
translated "workmanship," which means some* 
thing that someone has made. So we read that, 
"We are His workmanship (we are His poem), 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works." 

What a wonderful piece of literature a poem is! 
How different from any prose! It takes a man 
or woman of a peculiar cast of mind to produce 
a worthwhile poem. There is something artistic 
about it, and all the hard work in the world could 
not enable you to produce one unless you have the 
poetic instinct. It is a very artistic thing to play 
an organ, and I might sit down and work away on 
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it from now until I became decrepit and aged, but 
I would never get music out of it because I have 
no music in me. You have to be a musician in 
order to bring the music out of an organ, and 
you have to be a poet in order to write poems. If 
God were other than He is, He never could have 
brought this universe into existence nor saved 
one poor sinner. Creation is God's first poem, but 
redemption is His second poem, and you and I 
who are saved constitute the syllables in God's 
great poem of redemption. Every one is set in 
the right place by God Himself, "We are His 
workmanship," and therefore He is given all the 
credit, for He has done it all through His Son. 

We are created in Christ Jesus, quickened unto 
newness of life with Him and represented before 
God in Him—"Created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works." Notice the order. He has already told 
us that we are not saved by good works, but now 
says that we must not ignore good works, for one 
of the purposes for which He has saved us is in 
order that we might do good works. In the gen­
eral epistles there are two great sayings: "This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin­
ners" (1 Tim. 1: 15). But in Titus 3 : 8 we read, 
"This is a faithful saying, and these things I will 
that thou affirm constantly, that they which have 
believed in God might be careful to maintain good 
works. These things are good and profitable unto 
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men." You see the place good works have, they are 
not to be ignored, but they are not meritorious. 
We are not saved by them, but we are created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works. In other words, 
springing from the fact that we have been saved, 
because we are God's workmanship, God's great 
redemptive poem, our lives should now be musi­
cal, should be rhythmical and lyrical, and every 
one of us should fit into the place where He has 
set us in this great epic of redemption. 

"We are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them." Do you 
believe in f oreordination ? If you are a Christian, 
you are foreordained to behave yourself, to do 
good works, to live a life well pleasing unto Godi 
That is what He has marked out for you. The 
Christian's pathway is a life lived in subjection to 
Him. 



LECTURE X. 

MADE NIGH BY THE BLOOD 
OF CHRIST 

i 1 -f 

"Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gen­
tiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that 
which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
that at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the cove­
nants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world: but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far 
off a re made nigh by the blood of Christ. For He is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle -wall of partition between us; having abolished in His 
flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained 
in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain one new 
man, so making peace; and that He might reconcile both 
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby: and came and preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through Him we 
both have access by one Spirit un to the Fa ther" (Eph. 
2 : 1 1 . 1 8 ) . 

i 1 i 

W E have already taken up the question of 
the past, present and future of the in­

dividual believer. In this passage, the 
apostle addresses converted Gentiles collectively 
and speaks of converted Jews collectively. He says 
in verse 11, "Wherefore remember, that ye being 
in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
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Uncircumcision by that which is called the Cir­
cumcision in the flesh made by hands: that at 
that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world." 

Of old God had called one man, Abraham, out 
from the world and made him the depositary of 
certain promises. Afterwards He gave to his 
seed the covenant of works, the Mosaic covenant 
at Mt.Sinai, and by that God separated the people 
of Israel from all the other people of the world. 
Those outside of Israel were called Gentiles. It 
is a remarkable thing that in the Old Testament 
God is never said to have made a covenant with 
the Gentiles as such. After the days of Noah, His 
covenants were all made with Israel and His 
promises were all made to Israel. He made many 
wonderful promises about the Gentiles, but He 
made none to them, and therefore, when Christ 
came into the world and the gospel first began to 
be preached, it could be said that those who were 
Gentiles in the flesh, like ourselves, "were without 
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of prom­
ise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world." 

Israel had a very definite hope. God had prom­
ised certain things to them. But the Gentiles 
had no such hope, they were outside of all this. 
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and therefore without God in the world. It was 
not merely that they worshiped idols, that they 
bowed down to gods of wood and stone, but the 
point was they did not know the true God at all. 
They were godless, "atheists," in the world. But 
now, through the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and through His death on Calvary's cross, 
wondrous blessing flows forth to the nations of 
the Gentiles, blessings of which they had never 
dared to dream in the past. 

"Now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ." 
You see the Jew occupied a place of nearness to 
God through covenant relationship, while the 
Gentile was far off, being a stranger to it all. But 
the Jew through his failure to keep his part of the 
covenant of works, had himself become personally 
alienated from God, so that, after all, in His sight, 
as we read in the Epistle to the Romans, "There 
is no difference, for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God." Therefore, the same 
grace that flowed out to Israel is the grace that 
overflows to the Gentiles. The Jews never ob­
tained salvation on the ground of merit, or be­
cause they were God's peculiar people marked off 
from the nations of the world by the covenant of 
circumcision, nor because of the sacrifices which 
they offered throughout the legal dispensation. 
Those of them who were saved owed everything 
to the matchless grace of God which gave the 
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Lord Jesus Christ, their promised Messiah, to die 
for their sins upon that cross of shame. And that 
same mighty Sacrifice which was offered upon the 
tree avails for all men everywhere who put their 
trust in Him. And so, although no covenant has 
been made with the Gentiles, although the new 
covenant of which we read in Jeremiah and in 
Hebrews is never said to have been made with 
the Church, but is to be made with Israel and 
Judah in the last days, yet every believing Gen­
tile comes under all the spiritual blessings of the 
new covenant the moment he trusts in Christ, 
because it is all pure grace. 

The shedding of the blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ was the greatest crime ever perpetrated 
on the face of this earth. It involved the awful 
sin of deicide. When a man murders another, he 
is held responsible for taking the life of his fel­
low-man, but when a man stretches forth his hand 
against God incarnate, what can be said about his 
guilt I Yet that is the awful crime in which Jews 
and Gentiles participated. When the Lord Jesus 
Christ was nailed to Calvary's tree and His blood 
poured forth, it was the manifestation of t W 
world's greatest sin, but it also became the great­
est possible manifestation of the infinite love and 
grace of God. That which declares the enormity 
of man's sin and the corruption of his heart is 
that which manifests the love of God to the great­
est extent. All this was foreseen. 
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Peter could say, "Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have cruci­
fied and slain" (Acts 2 : 23). Yet this same Jesus 
is now made Lord and Christ, and through Him 
all who believe, as the Apostle Paul says, "are 
justified from all things." We sometimes sing: 

"The very spear that pierced His side 
Drew forth the blood to save." 

That Roman spear-point driven into the very 
heart of the Son of God tells out the wickedness 
of the heart of man, but that cleansing blood 
rushing forth to wash away our sins tells how 
God has loved us, how wonderfully the grace of 
God has abounded over all our sins. We who 
sometimes were far off, we poor, wretched Gen­
tiles, alienated from God by wicked works, and 
enemies in our minds, have now by putting our 
trust in Him been brought into a place of near­
ness that the law could never give even to Jews, 
and the Jew who believes in Him has been 
brought into this same blessed place. Together 
we have been "made nigh by the blood of Christ." 

The blood of beasts that was shed of old could 
never settle the sin question because there was 
not sufficient intrinsic value in the victim, but 
in the case of our Lord Jesus Christ we see the 
Holy, the Just, the Sovereign of the skies, stoop­
ing to man's estate. He had to be who He is in 
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order to do what He did, and because He is the 
infinite God become Man His blood has atoning 
value that no other blood could have. Thus we 
are made "nigh by the blood of Christ." We may 
well sing: 

"So near, so very near, to God, 
Nearer I could not be; 

For in the person of His Son, 
I am as near as He. 

"So dear, so very dear, to God, 
(T/ ••'• Dearer I could not be; 
nfi. The love wherewith He loves the Son, 

Such is His love to me." > ,. i 

Dear Christian, does your heart enter into i t? 
Do you realize that the very moment you came, a 
feeble trembling sinner, and reached out the hand 
of faith, laid hold of the testimony of God con­
cerning His blessed Son, that moment by the 
precious blood of Christ you were brought into 
such an intimate relationship to God that you 
could not be drawn any closer? Of course, when 
it comes to communion that is another thing, for 
in that sense there are times when we are nearer 
to Him than at others. But we have been "made 
nigh by the blood of Christ." Not made nigh by 
the sincerity of our repentance, by the strength 
of our faith, by the depth of our devotion, by the 
gladness of our spiritual experience, but made 
nigh by the blood. We owe everything for eter-
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nity to the precious atoning blood of our blessed 
Lord, and He who shed that blood, He who died 
for our sins upon the cross, is Himself our peace. 

We read, "Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God." That is not merely an experi­
ence of calmness in the soul, but it is the blessed 
realization that the sin question has been fully 
settled, that that which separated between our 
souls and God has been done away, done away in 
the cross, and so Christ Himself is our peace. You 
see I am not called upon to be occupied with my 
feelings, but with Christ. I may be very happy 
today, and then circumstances may arise tomor­
row which cause the clouds to overshadow my 
soul and hide the sunshine of God's face, and I 
may be in darkness, doubt, difficulty, and perplex­
ity, but my peace remains unchanged. 

"Peace with God is Christ in glory, 
God is just and God is love; 

Jesus died to tell the story, 
Foes to bring to God above." 

And so when I get disgusted with myself and 
my own poor experience, I can look away from 
self and look up by faith to Him, the blessed 
Christ of God seated there on the right hand of 
the Majesty in heaven, and say, "Yonder is my 
peace, my heart rests in Him. God rests in Him, 
and I rest in Him." Has your soul entered into 
it? I hope we make these things practical, so 



126 ' In the Heavenlies 

that they do not become mere doctrinal state­
ments to us but realities that sink into the depths 
of our beings. 

"For He is our peace, who hath made both 
one." What does He mean by, "Hath made both 
one?" Does He mean that He hath made Christ 
and us one? That is blessedly true, but that is 
not what is spoken of here. He was speaking 
a little farther back of two opposite companies, 
the circumcision and the uncircumcision, the Jew 
and the Gentile, the covenant people and those 
who are strangers to the covenants of promise. 
But when Christ died, He died for both, and we 
who believe from both of these companies are 
now reconciled to God, and therefore we read, 
"He hath made both one." And so my Jewish 
brother and I, his Gentile brother, are one in 
Christ. 

"And hath broken down the middle wall of par­
tition between us." I think the apostle is refer­
ring, as an illustration, at any rate, to the wall in 
the temple of old, separating the court of the 
Gentiles from the court of the Israelites. On this 
wall there was an inscription which was dug up 
just a few years ago, and it read, "Let no Gentile, 
let no man of the nations, go beyond this wall on 
pain of death." But the apostle says, "He hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us." 

"Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even 
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the law of commandments contained in ordi­
nances; for to make in Himself of twain one new 
man, so making peace." What does he mean by 
that new man? It is the Body consisting of re­
deemed Jews and Gentiles here on earth and our 
glorious Head, our Lord Jesus Christ, in heaven. 
Redeemed sinners united by the Holy Spirit to 
Christ in heaven from now on form one new man, 
and so in a double sense peace has been made 
between the individual soul and God, and between 
Jew and Gentile, once separated by this middle 
wall of partition. In order that peace might be 
made between the individual soul and God, the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances 
had to be abolished. 

That law pronounced a curse and condemna­
tion on all who violated it. It was the Jews' pride 
and boasting that they were custodians of the law 
of God, and so they were, and yet they did not 
realize that it but put them all under the curse. 
They thought they were a blessed people and a 
privileged people to have the law of God, but 
alas, alas, they had broken the law, and God said, 
"Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things that are written in the book of the law 
to do them" (Gal. 3 : 10). But the blessed Lord 
Jesus went to the cross and was made a curse for 
us—"As it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree" (Gal. 3 :13) . And so by 
enduring the cross, by bearing the judgment, He 
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has "abolished in His flesh the law of command­
ments contained in ordinances." And now both 
Jews and Gentiles come to God on the same basis, 
as sinners, but as sinners for whom Christ died. 
Out of these two companies, when redeemed, you 
have the new man of which Christ is the Head. 

Then in verse 16 he uses the other term, "In 
one Body," and says, "That He might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the cross, having 
slain the enmity thereby." He has slain the en­
mity by taking our place upon the cross and bear­
ing the judgment for us. We read that He has 
made in Himself of Jew and Gentile one new 
man. That takes in, as we have said, the Body 
on earth and the Head in Heaven. Now we read, 
"That He might reconcile both unto God in one 
Body." Why not say, "That He might reconcile 
both unto God in one new man"? It is because 
Christ does not have to be reconciled to God, but 
the Body must be reconciled to Him, for we who 
form the Body were all poor sinners, we were 
once on our way to everlasting ruin, but we have 
been reconciled unto God in one Body. How are 
we reconciled to God? You remember, our blessed 
Lord came into the world to manifest the love of 
God to sinners, and we read, "God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself." But what 
was the result? Did men receive Him gladly? Did 
they own Him as Saviour and Lord? Instead of 
that they nailed Him to the cross of shame. But 
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love that was stronger than death, love that the 
many waters of judgment could not quench, led 
Him to go down into the darkness of the tomb 
for us, and now through faith in the risen Christ 
who died for our sins, the enmity has been ban­
ished and we have been reconciled to God. And 
so in resurrection power, having settled the sin 
question, having completed the work that makes 
atonement, the blessed Lord returned to this very 
world that rejected Him. He appeared here for 
forty days in His resurrection body, and gave the 
message of the gospel to His disciples to carry 
into the world. He "came and preached peace." 
He sent forth the good news of peace to you which 
were afar off, poor sinners of the Gentiles dying 
in ignorance and darkness, and to you which were 
nigh, Jews to whom His Word had come, who 
had the oracles of God, who had light that the 
Gentiles knew nothing of, but who joined with the 
Gentiles in crucifying the Lord of glory. In the 
love of His heart the message goes to you as well 
as to the world outside. He "came and preached 
peace to you which were afar off, and to them 
that were nigh," 

In the next verse we have a wonderful state­
ment: "For through Him—" Through whom? 
The resurrected Christ who ever lives at God's 
right hand to make intercession for us. "For 
through Him we both" (that is, we Jews and we 
Gentiles who were once far off) now "have ac-
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cess by one Spirit unto the Father." Of old there 
was no immediate access to God. That unrent 
vail told of a God hidden in the dark. God was 
not able to come out to man because of the fact 
that the sin question was not settled, and man 
could not go in to God for there was no way for 
his sins to be cleansed. But now the death of 
Christ has rent the separating vail. 

"The vail is rent! Our souls draw near 
Unto a throne of grace; 

The merits of the Lord appear, 
They fill the holy place. 

"His precious blood has spoken there, 
Before and on the throne: 

And His own wounds in heaven declare, 
The atoning work is done. 

" Tis finished! Here our souls have rest, 
His work can never fail: 

By Him, our Sacrifice and Priest, 
We pass within the vail. 

"Within the holiest of all, 
Cleansed by His precious blood, 

Before the throne we prostrate fall, 
And worship Thee, O God!" 

Through Him we both have access, immediate 
access, by one Spirit, the Holy Spirit, who was 
given by God at Pentecost, baptizing believing 
Jews and Gentiles into one Body, and has made 
us both members of this one new man. We both 
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have access by one Spirit unto the Father. What 
a wonderful thing it is to be a Christian! What 
a wonderful thing it is not only to have your 
sins forgiven but to have been brought into the 
family of God, and to have been made a fellow-
member with other believers of the Body of 
Christ. Not only that, but to be accepted of God 
and to be as near to the heart of God as His own 
beloved Son. Not only that, but to have immedi­
ate access at any moment into His own blessed 
presence within the holiest in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. And all this rests on the infinite 
value of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
"Made nigh by the blood of Christ." 



LECTURE XI. 

BUILT TOGETHER FOR A 
HABITATION OF GOD 

i -f -f ••»<•• 

"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of 
God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner 
stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together grow-
eth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also ar« 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit" 
(Eph. 2 : 1 9 - 2 2 ) . >iJ 

1 1 1 

IN this second chapter we have had brought 
before us in a very vivid way our relation­
ship to the Father as those who have been 

quickened together with Christ. We have been 
regenerated, we have been made members of the 
family of God, the same divine life having been 
communicated to every one of us, and thus we are 
brought into this living relationship with the 
Father. And then we have seen our new relation­
ship to Christ. We are now made members of 
His Body. The Body of Christ is looked at in 
Scripture in two very distinct aspects. First, as 
comprising all believers from Pentecost to the 
coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ to call ua 
all to meet Him in the air. In other words, all 
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saints of this dispensation constitute the Body of 
Christ. But then it is looked at in another way. 
In Corinthians it is the aggregate of believers 
upon the earth at a given time. All Christians 
today constitute the Body of Christ as now man­
ifest in the world, and all Christians throughout 
the entire dispensation constitute the Body of 
Christ as it will be for all eternity. We saw that 

. in the Body of Christ all distinctions between 
Jews and Gentiles who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ are done away, the middle wall of parti-

. tion is broken down, and we are one in Him. 
Now we go on to consider our relationship to 

the Holy Spirit, and find that we have been con­
stituted a habitation in which God by the Holy 
Spirit dwells during the time of our sojourn on 
the earth, and in which He will dwell throughout 
all the ages to come. Two different figures are 
used, one the Tabernacle, as set forth in the book 
of Exodus, and the other the glorious Temple, as 
depicted for us in the books of Kings and Chron­
icles. The Tabernacle represents the temporary 
condition, the Temple the eternal condition which 
will abide forever, and so we read in verse 19, 
"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God." 

We have noticed in our earlier study that 
throughout this letter the apostle says "y e" when 
he is addressing Gentiles and "we" when he 
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speaks of Jews. He was a Jewish believer, and 
speaks of "we who first hoped in Christ," and 
then speaks of "ye who also trusted, after that 
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation." So now he says, "Ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God." We 
have seen that the Gentiles were "strangers from 
the covenants of promise." They were outside, 
they did not belong to that special elect nation of 
Israel, but alas, many in Israel failed to enter 
into their holy privilege, and so we are told else­
where that they are not all Israel who are of 
Israel, but God called out a remnant from Israel, 
and that remnant by accepting the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour were baptized into Jesus 
Christ and were made living stones in the house 
of God. And now Gentiles who believe, though 
having no part nor lot in this matter, are brought 
in, too, and are no longer "strangers and foreign­
ers, but fellow-citizens with the saints." 

What do we mean by "saints"? Simply that 
we are now linked with Israel after the flesh? Not 
at all. They forfeited all rights from an earthly 
standpoint. It is those in Israel who believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ who are here called saints, 
and so when he says we are "fellow-citizens with 
the saints," he means that the Gentiles who be­
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ are as truly united 
to Christ now by the Spirit as our Jewish breth-
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ren who believe in the same blessed Saviour. Ajj 
"saint" is a holy one, but holiness is not a ques-g 
tion primarily of experience. A "holy one" is one>0 

set apart to God. People often think of saints a s n 

those who have already attained to perfect holi-jq 
ness, but that is not the divine thought at alL!t8 

Every one who puts his trust in the blessed Lord-ta 
has been set apart to God in Christ, and thus is^t 
constituted a saint. But now having been made a JJ 
saint, one is called upon to live in a saintly way<00 

We do not become saints by holy living, but be- OT 

cause God has constituted us saints we are called c 

to holy living. ML 
So we read that we have been made "fellow-••[£, 

citizens with the saints." What citizenship i s i 3 

that? It is a heavenly citizenship. We read in,rij 
Philippians, "Our citizenship is in heaven." Phil- j e 

ippi was what the Romans called a colony, but -m 

they used that term in a different sense from X̂. 
what we use it today. A Roman colony was a t& 
city that had been characterized by some special :if<J 
devotedness to the Roman imperial government, >H 
and in order to reward the citizens of that place 
for their loyalty and faithfulness the title "Col-
onia" was conferred upon that city. That meant 
that from that time on every free-born person 
living in that place was constituted a Roman cit­
izen, and had just exactly the same rights and 
privileges as though he were free born in Rome. 

It was some years before Paul wrote that letter ,, 
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to the Philippians that the Romans were in con­
flict with the people to the north and to the east 
of Macedonia, and when the Koman legions 
reached Philippi they found the citizens of that 
place had already raised a great army to assist, 
and had provided vast resources to meet the 
army. So delighted was the Roman general with 
their generosity and loyalty that he sent back to 
Rome a splendid report. The Senate then met and 
conferred upon them the title "Colonia," which 
means that every Philippian could then say, "I am 
a Roman citizen." However, Philippi was in 
Macedonia, and of course the people had certain 
duties to that government, but Philippi was gov­
erned directly from Rome, and had a representa­
tive of the Roman government there. See how the 
apostle applies it here. We are in this world sin­
ners saved by grace and linked to our blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ, though He is rejected by this world. 
And now God so appreciates devotion to His 
blessed Son in this the day of His rejection, that 
He says, "I am going to confer upon every one 
who trusts Him, upon every one who owns His 
Lordship during this time when the world is 
spurning Him, the title of 'Colonia/ They are 
heavenly citizens; they belong to heaven." Though 
in the world, we are "fellow-citizens with the 
saints." We have our duties, our responsibilities 
to the world in which we live, but our prime duty, 
our prime responsibility, is to heaven with which 
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we have to do because we are citizens of that 
blessed country and belong to the household of 
God. 

Now he uses the figure of a building, and says, 
"And are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief corner stone." You remember this same 
figure is used in other places in the New Testa­
ment. In the third chapter of First Corinthians 
we read of the building that God is erecting in 
the wonderful gospel days. You have it again in 
the sixth chapter of Second Corinthians where 
we read of the temple of God, and also in the sec­
ond chapter of the first epistle of Peter, where 
believers are likened to living stones built upon 
the Living Stone, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the Old Testament when Solomon's temple 
was erected on Mount Moriah, in order that there 
might be a level platform upon which the great 

• superstructure should stand, vast stones were 
brought and mortared into the solid rock, and 
then stones were fitted into that temple. At the 
end of seven years it was the most wonderful 
sanctuary that the world had ever known up to 
that time. But there was a peculiarity about the 
construction. It went up without the sound of a 
hammer, because the stones were quarried out 
below; they were also cut, shaped and polished 
down there, and then placed upon that platform 
and cemented together without the use of a work-
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man's hammer. So today no one can hear a 
sound as a living stone is fitted into the temple 
of God, but God by the Holy Ghost is quarrying 
out these living stones from the depths of sin, and 
He is lifting them up by His mighty power and 
building them upon Christ, the great foundation. 

"View the vast building, see it rise! 
The work how great, the plan how wise! 
Nor can that faith be overthrown 
That rests upon the Living Stone." 

Some day this temple will be completed, but 
it is now in course of construction. Every be­
liever is a living stone. In Africa, India, China, 
and the islands of the sea, God is finding these 
living stones and they are being built into this 
glorious structure. It will remain for eternity the 
glorious sanctuary in which God will display the 
riches of His grace to all created intelligences. 
What a wonderful thing to be a living stone in 
that temple! You see no man can make himself 
a living stone, only the Spirit of God can do that, 
and therefore it is only those who have believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ who are placed in this 
wonderful building. 

"And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief corner stone." Does he mean that the 
apostles and prophets are the foundation? Not 
at all. He means that they are built upon the 
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foundation that they laid. What foundation did 
they lay? Paul says, "Other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" 
(1 Cor. 3 : 11). So the apostles and the prophets 
proclaimed the truth concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and upon that foundation this glorious 
temple is being builded. You say, "But what 
prophets are these? We have no difficulty about 
the apostles for we know they are the apostles of 
the new dispensation. Do the prophets include 
the Old Testament prophets?" We answer, They 
preached Christ. Who preached a more glorioui 
gospel than Isaiah? Listen to His wonderful 
words, "He was wounded for our transgressions^ 
He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise­

m e n t of our peace was upon Him; and with His 
stripes we are healed." Listen to Jeremiah, "This 
is His name whereby He shall be called, The Lord 
our Righteousness" (Jer. 23: 6). Listen to Zech-
ariah, "Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and 
against the Man that is My Fellow, saith the Lord 
of hosts: smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall 
be scattered: and I will turn Mine hand upon the 
little ones" (Zech. 13 :7) . And so we might go 
on. In this sense the prophets of the Old Testa­
ment joined with the apostles of the New Testa­
ment in setting forth the truth of a crucified and 
risen Saviour, but if he had in mind these Old 
Testament prophets, we might expect him to say 
"prophets and apostles," for these Old Testament 
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prophets came long before the apostles did. But, 
you see, he reverses it and says, "And are built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets." 
Would it not be rather this that just as there were 
apostles of the New Testament dispensation so 
there were also the prophets? We read, for in­
stance, of certain prophets and teachers at Anti-
och. Some of the writers of the New Testament, 
as Mark and Luke, were not apostles but were 
prophets, and so I take it that we are to limit this 
to the New Testament workmen, those who were 
raised up of God at the beginning to lay the 
foundation, to preach Christ, to proclaim the gos­
pel. It is upon this glorious proclamation that 
the temple of God has been building through the 
centuries. p 

"Built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
corner stone." "There is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved" (Acts 4 :12 ) . Christ is the One Mediator 
between God and man. Only those who put their 
trust in Him are built into this holy temple. Only 
those who have been saved through His death, 
His shed blood, and His glorious resurrection are 
members of His Body. Only those who have 
rested their souls for eternity upon the work that 
He accomplished upon Calvary have been quick­
ened together with Him and are thus brought into 
the family of God. These are our brethren. Others 
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are our fellow-men, in whom we are deeply in­
terested, over whom we yearn with the compas­
sion of Christ. But we dare not take that sacred 
term of "brethren" and apply it those who reject 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who trample His blood 
under their feet, for it is upon His work alone 
we rest. We remember He said to Peter, "Whom 
say ye that I am?" and Peter answered, "Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God." And Jesus 
said, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee but My 
Father which is in heaven. And I say unto thee, 
that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My Church." What rock? That Christ is 
the Son of the living God. "On this rock I will 
build My Church." This is the one foundation. 
It was laid in death when Jesus died upon the 
tree and now in resurrection the Spirit is building 
this glorious temple upon Christ. 

But now, as we said, the temple is not yet fin­
ished. As long as there are still poor sinners to 
be brought in, the temple is not complete. If you 
should ask for my opinion as to how near we are 
to the finished temple, I would say that I think 
there are a very few more stones to be put in, 
just one here and there in the roof, and then it 
will be complete. It might be that the last living 
stone to be placed in the building will be placed 
there today, and then the work will be done. 

"In whom all the building, fitly framed to-
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gether," that is, every one is fitted by the Holy 
Spirit into his or her exact place as a living stone. 
"In whom all the building fitly framed together 
groweth—that is progress, not completion, it is 
not that it has grown up but—"groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord." And when it is all com­
pleted, what a dwelling-place for God and the 
Lamb it will be. What a wonderful sanctuary 
through all the ages to come. When you think of 
being a living stone in that glorious building, 
does it not bring to your soul a sense of the im­
portance of holy living, of devotedness to Christ; 
of so behaving yourself that He will delight in 
dwelling in you? Whereas in 1 Corinthians 3 
and 2 Corinthians 6 the temple of God is the en­
tire Church, in 1 Corinthians 6 the temple of the 
Holy Spirit is the individual. In 1 Corinthians 
3:16 we read, "Know ye not that ye are the tem­
ple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you?" And then speaking of the enemies out­
side, he says, "If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of 
God is holy, which temple ye are." In 2 Corinth­
ians 6:16 we read, "What agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 
of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people.*' And it is be­
cause the Church collectively comprises the tem­
ple of God that the command comes, "Wherefore 
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come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you." But now look back at 1 
Corinthians 6: 19. You will find that he changes 
the figure to the individual. "What? Know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and 
ye are not your own?" Here we find the word is, 
"your body," not "your bodies." The individual 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in him. 
Addressing the whole company he says that col­
lectively they form the temple of God but each in-
dividual believer's body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost. What godliness should characterize us< 
what piety, what separation from the world, what 
faithfulness to Christ should mark us! •• 

Coming back to verses 20, 21 of Ephesians 2$ 
the temple is spoken of, but in verse 22 we have^ 
I believe, the thought of the tabernacle. He has> 
been speaking of the whole company of believers, 
and now comes back to address any group of be­
lievers at a given time, like this church at 
Ephesus. "In whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 
That is a finished product right here on the earth, 
like the tabernacle which could be placed at a 
given place today, taken down tomorrow, and 
moved elsewhere. It was made of a number of 
boards which had been fitted together, covered 
with gold, and united by bands. Then on each 
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board there were two tenons which went down 
into sockets of silver. Beautiful curtains covered 
the united framework. Once those boards had 
been trees out in the desert, as you and I were 
poor sinners having no hope in the world, cut 
down by the work of the Spirit of God, planed and 
fitted together by the Spirit and now made the 
.abiding place of God. They were covered with 
gold—made the righteousness of God in Christ. 
The curtains speak of all His perfections shelter­
ing His own. This is the picture that is used 
here. You as a company of Christians are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit. 

Do we realize this as much as we should ? Any 
assembly or church of the living God (and I use 
this in the strictest New Testament sense, a com­
pany of called-out believers) is the habitation of 
God through the Spirit. That is why the Church 
should be kept holy, that is why unsaved people 
should have no part in its fellowship, because they 
are not members of the true Church. That is 
why Christians who are members of that Church 
should be careful to eschew all worldliness and 
everything that would dishonor the Lord Jesus 
Christ. May God give us to so live that we shall 
glorify His name in this scene. 



LECTURE XII. 

THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY 
/ / -t 

"For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for 
you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the 
grace of God which is given me to you-ward: how that by 
revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (as I 
wrote afore in few words, whereby, when ye read, ye 
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of 
men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellow-
heirs, and of the same Body, and partakers of His promise 
in Christ by the gospel: whereof I was made a minister, 
according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me 
by the effectual working of His power. Unto me, who am 
less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ; and to make all men see what is the fellowship 
of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: to 
the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known by the Church the mani­
fold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which 
He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: in whom we have 
boldness and access with confidence by the faith of Him. 
Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for 
you, which is your glory" (Eph. 3 : 1-13). 

•f 1 i 

^

'™,^HE apostle comes now to the unfolding of 
that great secret which had been in the 

- heart of God from eternity, but in this 
glorious dispensation of grace has at last been 
fully revealed. It is my thought we should see 
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that in a very special sense Paul was the chosen 
one to make known this mystery in all its fulness. 
On the other hand we need to guard against the 
idea that no others participated in this knowl­
edge, for in verse 5 of the portion we have just 
read we note that he declares, "It is now revealed 
unto His holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit." Others, therefore, shared with him in 
this blessed knowledge, but preeminently he was 
the apostle of the mystery. 

No one else speaks of the Body of Christ, 
among all the New Testament writers. To Paul 
this revelation came first that he might communi­
cate it to others. But the truth that Jew and 
Gentile were to be blessed alike on the ground of 
pure grace was made known to the twelve. Our 
Lord sets forth this truth in John 10: 4, 16. "His 
own sheep" from the Jewish fold, and "other 
sheep" of the Gentiles were to form "one flock" 
under the fostering care of "one Shepherd." 
Peter's vision of the sheet let down from heaven 
set forth the same glorious mystery. But the rev­
elation of the one Body was the special truth 
committed to Paul and made known in germ at 
the very time of his conversion, as the words, 
"Why persecutest thou Me?" imply. To touch a 
saint on earth was to touch the Head in heaven. 
Thus was he taught the unity of the Body and its 
union with the glorified Head. 
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We might say it was because of this very truth 
that he was in prison at the time he wrote the 
Ephesian letter. This I think is involved in the 
expression "I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ 
for you Gentiles." You will remember that in 
his defence on the temple stairs at Jerusalem, it 
was when he announced that he had been com­
manded by the Lord to go unto the Gentiles that 
the ire of his Jewish hearers was stirred to the 
depths, and they cried, "Away with such a fellow 
from the earth; it is not fit for him to live." We, 
therefore, who are Gentiles by nature, have spe­
cial reason to be grateful to Paul for his faithful­
ness in proclaiming the purpose of God concern­
ing our part in the divine program. Because of 
this he suffered obliquy and shame, and spent 
many weary months in prison rather than sur­
render in the least degree the truth of God com­
mitted to him. 

Here, as in Colossians, he indicates that his 
was a double ministry. First, he speaks (ver. 2) 
of the dispensation of the grace of God which was 
given him. A dispensation, as we have seen, is a 
stewardship. Paul, like every true New Testament 
preacher, was a steward of the grace of God. 
Notice how the Apostle Peter also speaks in his 
first epistle, 4: 10, "As every man has received 
the gift, even so minister the same one to another 
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." 
Grace, we have already observed, is God's un-
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merited favor to those who have deserved the 
very opposite. It is this that is proclaimed in the 
gospel. And this, of course, is the first part of 
the mystery. The apostle goes on to show that 
he was not only a minister of the gospel, but in 
a special sense a minister of this now revealed 
secret. 

He says that by revelation the mystery was 
made known to him, and he calls it the "mystery 
of Christ." It is God's wonderful secret concern­
ing the glory of His blessed Son. How good it is 
to know that Christ's glory and our salvation are 
eternally linked and can never be separated. 
Speaking of the mystery he says, "As I wrote 
afore in few words." This, I take it, refers to 
what he had already said in chapter 1: 9-13. He 
will now elaborate that more fully. He had also 
written before to others concerning this mystery, 
as, for instance, to the Romans in chapter 16: 
25,26; to the Corinthians, see the first epistle, 
chapter 2 : 7 ; and in others of his letters we have 
similar references. I mention this because of the 
unwarranted position taken by some that the 
mystery was never revealed until Paul's impris­
onment. On the contrary, he had been proclaiming 
it from the very beginning, both by voice and 
pen. 

Now what is this mystery which in other ages 
was hidden from the sons of men? We are told 
in verse 6: "That the Gentiles should be fellow-
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heirs and of the same Body, and partakers of His 
promise in Christ by the gospel." In what does 
this differ from the Old Testament declaration 
that God would bless the Gentiles through Israel ? 
The great difference, I take it, is this: According 
to the Old Testament prophets the day is coming 
when Israel will be restored to covenant relation­
ship with God and will be brought into a place of 
special blessing here on the earth, and the Gen­
tile nations living at that time will be blessed with 
and in subjection to them. But the great truth 
for our age is, that God is now calling out a peo­
ple for the heavens to be the Body and Bride of 
His Son throughout the ages to come, and through 
whom He will administer the affairs of a redeem­
ed universe. This Body is composed of those who 
were once by nature Jews and others who were 
Gentiles, but who have both been brought into the 
new creation by a second birth and united to the 
Lord Himself by the Spirit, thus becoming one 
Body with Him and each other. It was this great 
truth that Paul was specially called to minister 
"according to the gift of the grace of God," which 
had been bestowed upon him. The Holy Spirit 
effectually worked in and through him to bring 
lost sinners, of the Gentiles into this wonderful 
place of privilege and inalienable blessing. 

Note how meekly the apostle speaks of him­
self, even in connection with this great ministry 
committed to him, which was enough to have 
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turned any ordinary man's head. He says, "Unto 
me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given." He was not exalted by the 
abundance of the revelation made known to him, 
but accepted it as a divine trust which he was to 
minister for the glory of God and the blessing of 
others. Alas, what a different spirit often actu­
ates some today, who, getting a little smattering 
of truth, are carried away by their fancied su­
perior intelligence, and manifest the most shock­
ing pride and conceit because of the imagined in­
feriority of other believers who have not yet at­
tained to their knowledge of the truth! Surely 
every new divine revelation to our souls should 
only humble us the more as we realize that we 
have nothing that we have not received. Apart 
from divine grace, we would still be in nature's 
darkness and ignorance. Paul took the very low­
est place as he went about preaching among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. To 
those who were in the greatest spiritual poverty 
he proclaimed the possibilities of wealth beyond 
the power of human tongue to express, and he 
would have all men enter into the blessedness of 
this, and enjoy in reality the fellowship of the 
mystery, or, as we might render : it; ' the com­
munion of this secret. Men form their secret 
societies and delight to meet in hidden places to 
enjoy together mysteries that others cannot share. 
The Christian is through grace already a mem-
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ber of the society of the redeemed, a fellowship 
divinely formed by the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, and as such can enjoy with fellow-believ­
ers the marvelous secret which God has now made 
known. From the beginning of the world it has 
been hidden in Himself, He who created all 
things by Jesus Christ. Observe, it was not sim­
ply hidden in the Bible, as though the Old Testa­
ment contained this message and we only needed 
to ferret it out. But it was hidden in God, and 
could not have been apprehended by man at all 
excepting by divine revelation. Upon the rejection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ by Israel, and the de­
scent of the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the 
perfection of His finished work, it pleased God to 
make known this mystery. Even angels, whether 
good or bad, had no knowledge of it until it was 
given to God's saints on earth. This, I under­
stand, is what is involved in the remarkable state­
ment of verse 10, "To the intent that now unto 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by (or really, through) the 
Church, the manifold wisdom of God." That is, 
the unseen hosts of glorious beings in the heavens, 
as well as the vast armies of fallen spirits domi­
nated by Satan, are learning, as they observe 
what God is doing here on earth in His Church, 
the many-sided wisdom of God, "according to the 
purpose of the ages, which He purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." One of our poets has written: 


