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Will the Church go through the 
Great Tribulation? 

Notes of an Address by Robert A. Laidlaw, 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

IT HAS been truly said that unless 
we get a clear grip of the dis-
pensations we will be in a con-
stant fog in our interpretation 
of the Scriptures, but it is also 
necessary that we keep three 

companies — the Jew (including the Jewish 
Remnant), the Gentile, and the Church —
clearly before us, and that we know something 
of the purpose and character of the Jewish 
Remnant and the Church. 

The Jew looks for earthly blessings and 
earthly glory, whereas the purpose and char-
acter of the Church are heavenly, not earthly. 
The Church's destiny is in the glory with her 
risen Lord. Isa. 10 :21, 22, and Mal. 3 :16; 
4:6 make it abundantly clear that in the last 
days the Jewish Remnant will be in existence. 
These are but a few of the references which 
abound in the Psalms and the Prophets. 

The Jews were looking for an earthly bless-
ing and an earthly King and kingdom. The 
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King came and was rejected by the nation, so 
that the kingdom was not set up, but a faithful 
Remnant,described as those"that looked for re-
demption in Israel," clung to the King through 
grace, and in the meantime grace brings in 
something mightier than the earthly blessing 
of Israel—the Church of God. Note specially 
that the faithful Remnant became the nucleus 
of the Church into which the Gentile was 
grafted, and the mystery of the one Body was 
revealed in which there is neither Jew nor 
Gentile. 

Eph. 2 and 3 make this abundantly plain. 
Let us quote but one verse—Eph. 2 :16—"That 
He might reconcile both (Jew and Gentile) 
unto God in one body by the cross." I Cor. 
12:13 confirms this—"For by one Spirit are 
we all baptized into one Body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles." There is surely no need 
to stress the point that the Church, which is 
the Body of Christ, is one and indivisible and 
never can be dismembered. Note the impor-
tance of this. 

In the tribulation, according to Mal. 4, Rev. 
7, etc., there is a Jewish Remnant on the earth. 
Now if the Church is also on the earth, those 
faithful Jews will, according to Eph. 3 and 
1 Cor. 12: 13, become members of the Body of 
Christ. If, as some say, the Church goes 
through the tribulation, and Christ's coming 
for His saints and His coming with them take 
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place practically together, the saved Jews—
the faithful Remnant then alive—must go 
through into earthly blessing according to their 
expectation and God's promises, and the saved 
Gentiles must be caught up, and therefore 
Christ's Body will be dismembered; but He 
has definitely stated in Eph. 5 that He is 
going to present the Church which is His 
Body, all glorious, without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. 

There is such a definite and clear cut dif-
ference between the character of the Church 
and that of the Remnant, that the Church 
must of necessity be complete and taken away 
from the earth before God could take up a 
Remnant again, with the characteristics which 
that Remnant will have, so that Christ's 
coming for His saints must of necessity pre-
cede by some considerable space of time His 
coming back with them. 

This is emphasized by the symbol used, in 
Mal. 4. He appears to the Remnant as the Sun 
of Righteousness; to His Church, according to 
Revelation, He appears as the Bright and 
Morning Star. The Bright and Morning Star 
is seen by few, and is in evidence before the 
Sun appears at all. The Sun which follows it 
is manifest to all. They are very apt symbols 
of the rapture of the saints and Christ's later 
manifestation with them in glory. But neither 
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the promises to the Church nor to Israel will 
fail; that is why, when the complete Church 
has been caught away, God, in Rev. 7, seals 
144,000, constituting the faithful Remnant, to 
bear testimony for Him through the tribulation. 

We have been asked : "But did not the 
Church go through terrible persecution in its 
early days ? And why not again ?" There is a 
fundamental difference between the persecution 
which the Church suffered from the Emperors 
Domitian to Diocletian, and that of the great 
tribulation. Then it was a persecution for 
righteousness' sake, it was of the enemy, it 
came from Satan's seat, and was because of 
sin and idolatry, and upon the nations of the 
world. The first is primarily Satan against 
Christians because of their righteousness ; the 
second is primarily God against the Jews 
because of idolatry. The character of these 
two periods is very different : the one is the 
day of God's grace towards men, and is the 
Enemy's effort to stamp out the testimony of 
that grace. The second is the wrath of God 
poured out from heaven as His righteous 
though terrible judgment upon His earthly 
people for their idolatry and for casting out 
and crucifying His Son, their Messiah. 

While Christians may not have a thorough 
grasp of the difference between these two 
aspects of tribulation, they instinctively know. 
Teach the doctrine of the Lord's imminent 
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coming, the hope and inspiration of the early 
Church, and you send away the people of God 
lifted up, their hearts throbbing with joyous 
expectation; but teach that the Church goes 
through the tribulation and you send Christians 
out in despondency and doubt, with no spon-
taneous Hallelujah in their hearts. 

What do the scriptures which deal with the 
tribulation say? There are six. Four of these 
make it apply essentially to the Jew; one says 
clearly the Church will not be in it; and the 
other does not mention either the Church or 
the Jew, but strengthens the position of the 
other references, as we shall see. If Deut. 
5:30 be made to apply definitely to the great 
tribulation it is also Jewish. Take, as our first 
scripture, Jer. 30: 7. It is called "the time of 
Jacob's trouble" (Jewish), and the two fol-
lowing verses show that he will be brought 
through it into millennial blessing. The second, 
Dan. 12: 1, states : "Thy people shall be de-
livered:" Daniel's people were the Jews. 
Matt. 24:16, etc., speaks of it being in Judea, 
and tells them to pray that their flight be not 
on the Sabbath Day. This has nothing to do 
with Gentiles—they can travel any distance on 
the Sabbath Day, but the Sabbath Day's jour-
ney for the Jew was less than one mile. Mark 
13:14 describes it as that spoken of by Daniel, 
and again locates its centre in Judea, making 
it essentially Jewish in its application. 
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Now note specially, for our next reference 
we must go to the book of Revelation, for not 
once in the great inspired writings of the 
Epistles, given specially for the instruction of 
the Church, is the tribulation so much as men-
tioned, yet great and precious promises of His 
coming are found frequently. Surely this 
silence is significant. There is no warning to 
the Church that she must pass under the vials 
of the wrath of God, but Israel is warned 
again and again. 

Our next reference is Rev. 3:10, where the 
promise to the Philadelphian church is that 
they will be "kept through the hour of tempta-
tion which shall come upon all the world, to 
try them that dwell upon the earth." The 
Philadelphians are surely representative of the 
true in the midst of the false. Earth-dwellers 
are mentioned some 13 times in Revelation, 
and they are set over against those whose citi-
zenship is in heaven, and the promise of Christ 
is that He will keep such from the hour of 
temptation — obviously the great Tribulation, 
or more correctly, the first 31/2  years of it. 

The last reference is in Rev. 7 :13, 14: "These 
are they which came out of great tribulation." 
In Rev. 4, represented by the four and twenty 
elders, we see a redeemed, crowned, enthroned 
people in heaven, made kings and priests to 
God. How did they get there? Only by 
resurrection. But 1 Thess. 4 tells us that the 
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rapture of the living saints takes place at the 
first resurrection, so that the rapture must be 
past. In Rev. 6 these redeemed, crowned and 
enthroned people are still there, but there is 
another company—souls under the altar—who 
are told to wait until their brethren are also 
slain during the rest of the tribulation. In 
Rev. 7:13, 14 the waiting is past, the tribula-
tion is over, their brethren have been slain and 
another great company of Gentiles as well. 
The second part of the first resurrection has 
taken place. Rev. 20:4, 5 says, "They lived," 
but the rest of the dead lived not till the thou-
sand years were passed. Instead of suggesting 
that the Church goes through the tribulation, 
an analysis of Rev. 7 only emphasizes the dif-
ference, and shows clearly that the Church was 
not on earth but in heaven while these were 
slain, in fact it is one of the elders who ex-
plains to John who they are. 

Revelation 2 and 3 gives us the history of 
the Church on earth in the letters to the seven 
churches, the last four persisting together 
right up to the end-time, but the final mani-
festation is seen in Laodicea, described by 
Christ as neither cold nor hot. How could the 
Church go through tribulation, such as never 
was and never shall be again, and remain luke-
warm? All history and all personal experience 
prove that persecution results in Christians 
becoming dead cold, or red-hot. That is what 
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we find in Rev. 7—a great company who take 
such a stand for God that they are martyred 
for their faith, and in Matt. 24:12, speaking 
of the same period, a company whose love 
waxes cold. 

No; the Church age is ended, the Church is 
gone, and so Rev. 7 :4-8 tells us of a new Jewish 
Remnant being sealed, and this Remnant by 
persecution is driven out to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. What do they preach? Rev. 12:17 
says the Remnant will keep the commandments 
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus. Rev. 
19:10 tells us that the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy. The prophetic books of 
Daniel and Revelation will be opened by the 
Spirit of God in a marvellous manner; heathen 
people with 640 B. and F. Bible Society's 
translations of the Scripture in their native 
languages will come to realize the times in 
which they live; they will understand that the 
rapture is past and the hope of getting into 
the Body of Christ gone, so the Remnant 
preaches : "Prepare for the King and the 
coming kingdom, the day of grace is ended, 
the day of judgment is here." 

The Lord Himself, in Matt. 24, speaking of 
this day, said : "The gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached unto all the world for a wit-
ness to all nations, and then shall the end 
come. When ye therefore shall see the abomi-
nation of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
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prophet, stand in the holy place, whoso readeth 
let him understand." 

No doubt the prophetic book of Daniel here 
referred to by our Lord will be specially used 
by the Spirit of God to enlighten mankind as 
to the times in which they live, with the 
result that multitudes (as seen in Rev. 7) are 
slain because they refuse to worship the image 
of the beast set up in Jerusalem and declare 
they are waiting for God's coming King. This 
company is obviously not in the same relation-
ship to Christ as is the Church, for in Rev. 
7 :15 the Revised Version states: "He that 
sitteth on the throne shall tabernacle over 
them," whereas the place of the Church is on 
the throne. They hold so different a position 
from that of the Church that their very 
presence is proof that the Church was not on 
earth when they were slain, because as we have 
already seen from Eph. 3 and I Cor. 12:13, 
when the Church is on earth all those saved 
are brought into one Body.* 

In the Olivet Discourse of Matt. 24 Christ 
is speaking of coming with His saints, not for 

them, and therefore the signs are Jewish, as 
the whole context shows, but in John 14 when 
He speaks to His own, no signs are mentioned. 

* Some do not understand the great multitude of Rev. 

7 to be resurrected saints, but rather those saved for 

the Millennial earth.—Editor. 
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After instituting the memorial feast between 
verses 30 and 31 of John 13 and so projecting 
Himself beyond the Cross in the emblems of 
His death and accomplished redemption, He 
gives no signs but a simple promise : "I go to 
prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you unto Myself, that where I am, there ye 
may be also" (John 14 :2, 3), a definite promise 
without signs, that He might reasonably be 
expected to fulfil at any moment. 

Let us look at the Epistles which deal so 
specifically with this question—I and II Thes-
salonians. In Acts 17 Paul and Silas hold a 
three or four weeks' mission in Thessalonica, 
and Paul so stresses the necessity for expect-
ing Christ at any time, that writing a few 
months later to these new converts he says : 
"Ye turned to God from idols to serve the living 
and true God, and to wait for His Son from 
Heaven." It is apparent that Paul, who wrote 
more than half of the books of the New Testa-
ment-14 out of 27—lived in hope, and taught 
his converts to expect Christ at any time. In 
fact Paul left the Thessalonians in such anti-
cipation of Christ's coming that when two or 
three of their number died they were quite 
perplexed about it. When Paul writes, does 
he try to show them their error? Certainly 
not; he seeks to confirm them by assuring them, 
that he joins them in their expectations— 
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1 Thess. 4:17: "Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up," "so shall we ever 
be with the Lord." Then persecution comes, 
and a forged letter is written purporting to 
come from Paul saying that this present perse-
cution is the tribulation, and because they were 
looking for Christ they are shaken in their con-
fidence, so Paul by the Spirit writes 2 Thess. 
immediately after. In chap. 1 he speaks of 
their tribulation ; in chap. 2: 1-3 he says : "Now 
we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken 
in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the 
day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive 
you by any means: for that day shall not come 
except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdi-
tion." 

He says : "You are not looking for the day 
of the Lord with judgment and tribulation. 
Have I not already written you an epistle 
commending and confirming your attitude of 
waiting for His Son from heaven? Why are 
you so soon shaken by a forged letter, saying 
you are in the tribulation? In the first place 
you will not be here but gathered unto Him, 
and if you want a double proof that you are 
not in the tribulation, the man of sin must 
first be revealed. He is certainly not here, so 
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you see there is no reason at all why you should 
be shaken in your confident expectation of 
Christ's coming. Further, the man of sin can-
not be revealed (ver.7) until He that hindereth 
is taken out of the way, and only then shall 
that lawless one be revealed." In this dispen-
sation the Holy Spirit is hindering the devel-
opment of evil by the prayers of the saints. 

Rom.13 :1 tells us that the powers that be are 
ordained of God. I Tim. 2:2 tells us to pray for 
kings and those in authority. Some day the 
Holy Ghost will take the Church out of the way, 
and then the powers that be will be controlled 
by Satan, and the saints who suffer in the 
tribulation will pray for the judgment of God 
to come upon their persecutors, as in Rev. 6: 
10, and the imprecatory psalms, such as Ps. 
109, will be on the lips of the Jewish Remnant 
as they cry for God's judgment on their 
oppressors. In this day of grace we pray for 
our enemies and bless those who persecute us, 
but when the Church is gone and the day of 
judgment is come the faithful Remnant will 
pray for the overthrow of the powers that be, 
for they will be of the enemy and not of God. 

If the Church goes through the tribulation, 
as some affirm, we have a definite sign of 
Christ's coming, for He Himself says, in Matt. 
24:15, the abomination of desolation spoken of 
by Daniel must be set up in the temple in 
Jerusalem. Then follows the tribulation, and 
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after those days shall the Son of Man appear 
in power and great glory. Now Dan. 12 and 
Rev. 12 tell us that from the time the abomina-
tion of desolation is set up in Jerusalem to the 
coming of Christ shall be 1260 days. 

Now with this definite sign to intervene, we 
naturally cease to look for the Lord from 
heaven and commence to look for the man of 
sin, for we know it is useless to expect Christ 
till 31A years after the abomination of deso-
lation has appeared in the temple. The eyes 
of the Christian are therefore off the Son of 
God and are occupied with the son of perdition 
—God's Man has been eclipsed by Satan's ma; 
and the people of God have dropped their gaze 
from heaven to earth. What a soul-wizening 
occupation for God's people down the ages for 
the last 1900 years—speaking about looking for 
and daily expecting the man of sin who was to 
fill their vision for 31/2  years before they dared 
look upwards in expectation of their Lord's 
deliverance ! 

To Summarize: Firstly, I am convinced that 
the day of grace, the Church age, ends before 
the day of judgment, the Jewish age, is re-
sumed, because of the difference in character 
and purpose of the Church and the Jewish 
Remnant. One is a heavenly, the other an 
earthly, people. 

Secondly, the last state of the Church on 
earth is seen to be lukewarm (Rev. 3), while 
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the Remnant during the tribulation is seen to 

be on fire with zeal for God. 
Thirdly, the Jew is warned again and again 

that for his national sin he will pass through 
that terrible period, whereas the Church is 
told she is not appointed to wrath, and is 
promised by her risen Lord that she will be 
kept from that hour. 

Fourthly, the prayers of the saints in this 
day are for the powers that be; the prayers 
of the Jews during the tribulation are that 
God will overthrow those in authority because 
they are energized by Satanic power. 

Fifthly, Christ's own words give warning 
to the Jew of coming tribulation. The sign is 
given them of the abomination of desolation 
which is to be set up in the temple 31/2  years 
before He comes with His saints to deliver 
them. But Christ's promise to His own is 
unconditional: "I will come again and receive 
you unto Myself, that where I am (not, Where 
you are, down on earth, but where I am, up 
in heaven), there ye may be also." 

If the signs of the coming tribulation are 
gathering on every hand, how imminent must 
Christ's coming for His Church be! 
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