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A PEW WORDS 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 

'T^HE following pages are a reproduction of a 
I little tract of the same name, which is now 

out of print. It is not exactly a reprint, 
though the manner of treating- the subject is 
the same,—to place side by side the teachings of 
the word of God, and of Christian Science. In 
the former tract quotations were made from a 
book entitled, ' ' Condensed thoughts on Chris¬ 
tian Science," afid exception was taken to this 
by those who declared that the book was not a 
fair or authoritajjve presentation of the teaching. 
In the present paper, therefore, all quotations 
are made from Mrs. Eddy's book," Science and 
Health, with Key to Scripture,"*— the book 
which is, according to its own claims, the only 
authoritative and complete statement of the 
teachings of the "Science." " I t is the voice 
of truth to this age, and contains the whole of 
Christian Science, or the science of healing 
through mind. . . . Other works, which have 
borrowed from this book without giving it 
credit, have adulterated the Science" (p. 453). 

• 15lst Edition, Boston, 1898. 
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The style in this work is much more diffuse 
than in the other, which necessitates longer 
quotations, thereby lengthening the paper. 

In no case is a quotation made unfairly, as a 
reference to the pages of the book will show. 
If words or clauses or sentences are omitted, it 
is not to conceal the teaching, but to present 
clearly the one point which is under examina¬ 
tion. These omissions are always indicated. 
The little paper is therefore commended to the 
thoughtful attention of any who desire to com¬ 
pare the teachings of Mrs. Eddy with the word 
of God. May He deliver His own from the 
dreadful errors embodied in this "Science 
falsely so called." 

We might say at the outset thgt for one who 
knows and loves our Lord Jesus Christ as a 
personal Saviour, Christian Science can ha/e no 
charms and few dangers. If this should sound 
harsh, let it be remembered that this system 
completely subverts the whole of Christianity; 
so that he who accepts the one must give up 
the other* To it apply our Lord s words, "No 
man can serve two masters." Nor is this any 
less tru& because the system is denominated 
' ' Christian,'' and quotes Scripture. The word 
of God warns against false prophets, who wear 
the livery of heaven. Claims and professions are 
to be tested, and a use of Scripture which may 
flood the page with quotations must also be 
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tried by the same infallible standard. Satan 
quoted Scripture to our Lord, and so do his min¬ 
isters, but the Spirit of truth will guide the 
simple as to whether it is a right use of the 
word of God. If it is, it will be in full accord 
with the entire substance of God's teaching; if 
not, though it may seem to bear upon the sub¬ 
ject, it will be found to misapply. 

That we are justified in making such state¬ 
ments will be seen in a moment as we compare 
a few of the teachings of scripture with this 
system. 

I. THE BEING OF GOD AND HIS RELATION 
TO MAN. 

What Scripture says :— 
"God is a Spirit" (Jno. iv. 24). 
" From everlasting to everlasting Thou art God " 

(Ps. xc. 2). •* 
"No man hath seen God at any time" (Jno.i.18). 
"The Father of lights, with whom is no varia¬ 

bleness, neither shadow of turning" (Jas. i. 17). 
"The King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 

wise God" (1 Tim. i. 17). 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and 

the earth" (Gen. i. 1). 
"The Lord God formed man of the ground, and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
man became a living soul" (Gen. ii. 7). 

"The God in whose hand thy breath is, and 
whose are ail thy ways" (Dan. v. 23). 

"Every one of us shall give account of him¬ 
self to God" (Rom. xiv. 12). 

These scriptures teach that God is a Spirit, 
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almighty, eternal, invisible, unchangeable, all-
wise; the Creator of all things, and of man, the 
upholder of all, and the One to whom every 
man is responsible. Other scriptures speak of 
His goodness, love, truth, grace, righteousness, 
holiness. We cannot even give an outline of 
His character, attributes and government. He 
is the infinite Being who is absolute ruler over 
all His universe. In His holy presence we veil 
our faces. 

What "Christian Solenca" says:-
" God is supreme Being, the only Life, Substance, 

and Soul, the only Intelligence of the universe, in-
eluding man. Eye hath neither seen God nor Hia 
likeness. Neither God nor the perfect man can be 
discerned by the human senses. The individuality 
of Spirit is unknown, and thus a knowledge of it is 
left either to human conjecture or the revelation of 
divine Science " (p. 235). 

"Principle is divine mind, andTVlind is not both 
good and bad, for God is Mind ; therefore mind is 
good only, and there is but one mind because there 
is but one God " (p. 226). 

" God is the only Life, and Life is no more in the 
forms that express it, than substance is in its shad¬ 
ow. If Life were in mortal man, or material things, 
it would be subject to their limitations and end in 
death " (p. 226). 

"Man was and is God's idea, even the infinite 
expression of infinite Mind, and coexistent and co-
eternal with that Mind" (p. 231). 

"Since God is all there is no room for His oppo¬ 
site" (p. 234). 

" Divine Love is infinite, therefore all that really 
exists is divine Love" (p, 23$). 
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"r. God is all in all. 2. God is Good. Good is 
Mind. 3. God, Spirit, being all, nothing is mat¬ 
ter" (p. 7). 

It will be well also to point out (pp. 516, 517) 
that Mrs. Eddy accepts the teaching of Higher 
Criticism, that there are two authors of Gene¬ 
sis. The Elohist represents a spiritual being 
who makes spiritual beings; the Jehovah pre¬ 
sents a being who is the national God of Israel, 
a war God, gross and imperfect. He forms ma¬ 
terial man. 

Her whole teaching as to God and man is a 
sort of pantheism, in which man is elevated to 
deity, and all true sense of personality is lost. 
Apart from its false philosophy, it is a deadly 
denial of the truths of revelation and a degra¬ 
dation of the Jehovah God. 

II. AS Tq THE PERSON OF CHRIST. 

What Scripture says: — 

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God." "All 
things were made by Him " (Jno. i. i, 3). 

•'Who is the image of the invisible God" 
(Col. i. 15). 

"Being the brightness of His glory, and the ex¬ 
press image of His person, and upholding all things 
by the word of His power" (Heb. i. 3). 

Here we have the divinity of the Son of God 
taught in the most absolute way. 

"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us" (Jno. i. 14). 
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" He made Himself of no reputation, and took 
upon Him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men " (Phil. ii. 7). 

"Who was made of the seed of David according 
to the flesh" (Rom i. 3). 

Here we have " the man Christ Jesus "—His 
humanity. 

"Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth " (1 Pet. ii. 22). 

"Holy, harmless, undefiled " (Heb. vii. 26). 
These and such scriptures teach His absolute 

sinlessness. 
Contrast with these precious statements— 

What "Christian Science" says:— 
" Life, Truth and Love constitute the triune God, 

or triply divine Principle. . . . God the Father; 
Christ the type of Sonship ; Divine. Science, or the 
Holy Comforter" (p. 227). 

"Jesus was the Virgin's son. . . Mary's conception 
of Him was spiritual; for only purTty could reflect 
Truth and Love, which were to be incarnate in the 
good and pure Christ Jesus. He expressed the 
highest type, in that age, which a fleshly form could 
express of manhood. Into the real and ideal man 
the sensual element cannot enter. Thus it was that 
Christ born of the Father illustrated the coinci¬ 
dence, or spiritual agreement, between God and 
man" (p, 228). 

"Until it is learned that generation rests on no 
sexual basis, let marriage continue, and let us per¬ 
mit no such disregard of taw as may lead to a worse 
state of society than now exists. Honesty and vir¬ 
tue ensure the stability of the marriage covenant. 
Spirit will ultimately claim its own, and the voices 
of physical sense be forever-hushed" (p. 274). 
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These statements are placed side by side in 
order to show that the author does not regard 
the incarnation of our Lord as the one miracle 
of all time, unique and necessarily so, but as a 
type of what must eventually be the normal 
conception of men, when sensualism is set 
aside by pure spiritual thoughts. Mary simply 
anticipated what all mothers, emancipated by 
the truths of Christian Science, will do. And 
Jesus was simply the highest type, in His age, 
of manhood. All humanity will eventually be 
conceived like Him. It is important to note 
the subtle character of this horrible blasphemy, 
which permeates the entire book. Scripture 
language will be used, and apparently scriptural 
statements made, but when compared with 
other of her statements, they are seen to rob us 
of the true personality, deity and unique hu¬ 
manity of ourWLord and Saviour. The follow¬ 
ing sentences will show this more clearly: 

"The invisible Christ was incorporeal, whereas 
Jesus was a corporeal or bodily existence. This 
dual personality, of the unseen and the seen, the 
spiritual and material, the Christ and Jesus, con¬ 
tinued until the Master's ascension; when the hu¬ 
man, the corporeal concept, or Jesus, disappeared; 
while his invisible self, Christ, continued to exist 
in the eternal ordef of Divine Science, taking away 
the sins of the world, as the Christ had always done, 
even before the human Jesus was incarnate to 
mortal eyes" (p. 229)-. 

" Jesus was the offspring of Mary's self-conscious 
communion with God. Hence he could give a 
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more spiritural idea of life than other men, and 
could demonstrate the science of his divine prin¬ 
ciple " (P- 335)-

" Born of a woman, Jesus' advent in the flesh 
partook partly of Mary's earthly condition ; al¬ 
though he was endowed with the divine ' Spirit 
without measure.' This, accounts for his struggles 
in Gethsemane and on Calvary, and this enabled him 
to be the mediator, or way-shower, between God 
and men" (p. 335). 

"When the human element in him struggled with 
the divine, our great leader said : ' Not my will, but 
thine be done !' that is, Let not the flesh, but the 
Spirit be represented in me " (p. 338). 

"Through ali the disciples beheld, they became 
more spiritual, and understood better what the 
Master had taught. His resurrection was also their 
resurrection. It helped them to raise others from 
spiritual dulness, and from a blind belief in God, 
into a faint understanding of infinite possibilities. 
They needed this quickening;, for soon their dear 
Master would rise again in the spiritual scale of ex¬ 
istence, and ascend far above their apprehension. 
As the reward for his faithfulness, he would dis¬ 
appear to material sense, in that change which has 
since been called the ascension " (p. 339). 

"The virgin-mother conceived this idea of God, 
and gave to her ideal the name of Jesus—that is, 
Joshua, or Saviour, The illumination of Mary's 
spiritual sense put to silence material law, and its 
order of generation, and brought forth her child 
by the revelation of Truth, demonstrating God as 
the Father of Men" (p. 334). 

"During his night of gloom and glory in the gar¬ 
den, Jesus realized the utter, error of a belief in any 
possible material intelligence" (p. 352). 

"His disciples believed Jesus dead while he was 
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hidden in the sepulchre; whereas he was alive, 
demonstrating within the narrow tomb, the power 
of the spirit to destroy human, material sense" 
(P- 349)-

Such language, stripped of its specious show of 
piety and misused scripture quotations, teaches 
that the Christ is the God-idea; that Mary had 
an intellectual apprehension of this idea, and 
brought it forth as a material being—Jesus; 
that He inherited from His mother many mis¬ 
apprehensions and beliefs in material existence 
against which He struggled, finally overcoming 
them in Gethsemane and on Calvary, so that He 
was alive in His grave. His resurrection showed 
this to His disciples, but it was only on His as¬ 
cension that He dropped the last bit of material 
form and disappeared into the former "Christ-
idea, Let the reader note what he loses 
through this brasphemy: To begin with there 
is no eternal Son of: God as a person; a mere 
idea of Truth displaces this; the incarnation 
was not a miracle, but the normal birth through 
spiritual mothers: "Jesus " was a concession to 
human error, and in fact was Himself subject 
to it, till He threw it all off, and then ceased to 
be Jesus! He is now only the Christ-idea. 

My fellow Christian, are you ready to give up 
"the Man Christ Jesus," "this same Jesus," for 
this phantom who had the same errors as your¬ 
self, but who has conquered them ? Further 
comment on such blasphemy is needless. 
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III. AS TO THE WORK OF CHRIST. 

Soripturo says'— 
" By one offering He hath perfected forever 

them that are sanctified " (Heb. x. 14). 
"Made nigh by the blood of Christ" (Eph. ii, 

13). 
" Being justified by faith.". . . "justified through 

His blood " (Rom. v. 1, 9). 
The truth of atonement by substitution, of 

wrath-bearing for our justification, is here 
taught. 
What "Christian Science " says -

"Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity 
with God, whereby he reflects divine truth, life and 
love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated 
this oneness with the Father, and for this we owe 
him endless homage. . . . He did life's work aright, 
not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mor¬ 
tals,—to show them how to do theirs, but not to do 
it for them, or relieve them of a single responsibil¬ 
ity" (p. in)-

" Every pang of repentance and suffering, every 
effort for reform, every good thought and deed, 
will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for 
sin, and aid its efficacy" (p. 324). 

"Jesus bore our infirmities, he knew the error of 
mortal belief, and, 'through his stripes (the denial 
of error) we are healed'" (p. 325). 

"Waking to Christ's demand, mortals experience 
suffering. This causes them, even as drowning 
men, to make vigorous efforts to save themselves; 
and through Christ's precious love, these efforts 
are crowned with success" (p. 327). 

"One sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to 
pay the debt of sin. The atonement requires con-
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stant self-immolation on the sinner's part. That 
God's wrath should be vented upon His beloved 
Son in divinely unnatural. Such a theory is man-
made. The atonement is a hard problem in theol¬ 
ogy; but its more reasonable explanation is, that 
suffering is an error of sinful sense, which truth 
destroys, and that eventually both sin and suffering 
will fall at the feet of everlasting love" (p. 328). 

Contrast this last paragraph especially with 
our scripture quotation, Heb, x. 14:—"By one 
offering He hath perfected forever them that are 
sanctified." 

"The time is not distant when the ordinary 
views of atonement will undergo a great change,— 
a change as radical as that which has come over 
popular opinions in regard to predestination and 
future punishment" (p. 329). 

" The efficacy of the crucifixion lies in the practi¬ 
cal affection and goodness it demonstrated for 
mankind. The truth had been living in their midst, 
but until they saw that it enabled their Master to 
triumph over the grave, his disciples could not 
admit such an event to be possible" (p. 329). 

" Science reveals the necessity of sufficient suffer¬ 
ing, either before or after death, to quench the love 
of sin. To remit the penalty due for sin would be 
for Truth to pardon error" (p. 341). 

"His disciples believed Jesus to be dead while 
he was hidden in the sepulchre; whereas he was 
alive, demonstrating within the narrow tomb, the 
power of spirit to destroy human, material sense" 
(P- 349)-

"After gaining the true idea of their glorified 
Master, they became better heaters, leaning no 
longer on a leader, but on the divine Principle of 
their work" (352). 
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Compare the above with Peter's avowal of 
the power which raised the impotent man:—-

" And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the 
people. Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this ? 
or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our 
own power or holiness we had made this man to 
walk? 

" The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified His 
Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied Him 
in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined 
to let Him, go. 

" But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and 
desired a murderer to be granted unto you. 

"And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath 
raised from the dead ; whereof we are witnesses. 

" And His name, through faith in His name, hath 
made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, 
the faith which is by Him hath given him this per¬ 
fect soundness in the presence of you all" (Acts 
iii. 12-16). 

But more of ' 'Christian Science:" 
" Jesus could have withdrawn himself from his 

enemies. He had power to lay down a temporal 
sense of life for his spiritual likeness of the infinite; 
but he allowed men to attempt the destruction of 
the mortal body in order that he might furnish the 
proof of immortal life" (p. 356). 

" His consummate example was for the salvation 
of us all, but only through doing the healing works 
that he did " (p. 356). 

"Jesus bore our sins in his own body, He knew 
the mortal error which constitutes the material 
body, and could destroy that; but at the time when 
Jesus felt our infirmities, he had not conquered all 
the beliefs of the flesh, or his sense of material lift 
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nor had he risen to his final demonstration of spir¬ 
itual power" (p. 358). 

The meaning of all this, with its mixture of 
scripture statements and trancendental philos¬ 
ophy, is that the man Jesus was a conception of 
the Christ-idea—which is the idea of God—by 
a pure woman, who yet transmitted to Him 
some of her beliefs in material things and the 
errors of mortal mind. With these He had to 
struggle till He overcame them, and returned 
back to the spiritual Christ-idea which always 
existed. We are to imitate this struggle and 
gain this victory, and this is atonement. Faith 
is a rigid denial of the beliefs of sense, and a 
strong self-reliance. 

"One kind of faith trusts our welfare to another 
being. The other kind of faith understands how to 
work out one's 'own salvation with fear and trem¬ 
bling'" (p. 3^8)-

Does the Christian reader recognize in this 
any resemblance to those precious truths which 
assure us that ' ' to him that worketh not but 
believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness " ? Let the 
child of God take his Bible, and look through 
the gospel of John or the Epistle to the Romans, 
and see whether this system leaves him any of 
the blessed assurances to the helpless, guilty 
sinner which those and other portions of the 
word of God give. Not a single objective truth 
is left—the personal Jesus has disappeared, His 
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death was a deception, and only needed to show 
there was no such thing as death. Forgiveness, 
justification, access to God, assurance of pres¬ 
ent acceptance in the Beloved—all disappear to 
leave in their place an impersonal Christ-idea, 
which is practical pantheism, and the recollec¬ 
tion of a Jesus who has shown us the way to 
deny the existence of all error,sin, and mortality. 
The justice of God, the grace that meets the 
guilty sinner with full pardon—these are old 
fashioned dogmas which have been displaced by 
this new light. 

How do you feel, fellow believer, as in weak¬ 
ness you have clung to that almighty arm, and 
found all the power of Christ for you; as you 
came a guilty wretch to God and found peace 
and acceptance through the blood of Christ, a 
gift "to him that worketh not"—how do you 
feel when asked to give up these precious facts 
for the struggles of a drowning man, simply 
doing what Jesus did as the way of salvation? 

IV. THE EXISTENCE OF SIN AND DEATH. 
What Seri pture says:— 

" By one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin" (Rom. v. 12). 

"Death reigned" (Rom. v. 14). 
"Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of 

sin" (John viii. 34}. 
"The wages of sin is death" (Rom. vi. 23). 

What " Christian Science" says:— 
"Principle is divine Mind, and Mind is not both 
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good and bad, for God is Mind; there is but one 
Mind, because there is but one God. God is Good, 
and evil cannot proceed from Good In in¬ 
finite Good there is no room for evil" (p. 226). 

"The scriptures imply that God is All-in-all. 
From this it follows that nothing possesses reality 
or existence except Mind, God" (p. 226). 

"There is bat one Spirit, because there can be 
but one infinite, and therefore but one God. There 
are neither spirits many nor gods many. There 
is no evil in spirit, because spirit is God " (p. 230). 

This denies the existence not only of Satan 
and all wicked spirits, but of the angels as well. 
Compare the following scriptures:— 

"Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do : he was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, 
he speaketh of his own : for he is a liar, and the 
father of i t " (John viii. 44). 

"Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 

" And when He had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, He was afterward an hungered. 

"And when the tempter came to Him, he said, 
If thou be the Son of Gon, command that these 
stones be made bread. 

"But He answered and said, It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

"Then the devil taketh Him up into the holy 
city, and settethHim on a pinnacle of the temple. 

"And saith unto Him, If thou be the Son God, 
cast Thyself down: for it is written, He shall give 
His angels charge concerning Thee: and in their 
hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time 
Thoa dash Thy foot against a stone. 
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"Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

"Again, the devil taketh Him up into an exceed¬ 
ing high mountain, and sheweth Him all the king¬ 
doms of the world, and the glory of them. 

"And saith unto Him, All these things will I 
give Thee, If Thou wilt fall down and worship me. 

"Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve. 

"Then the devil leaveth Him, and, behold, an¬ 
gels came and ministered unto Him" (Matt. iv. 
i-n). 

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour" (i Pet. v. 8). 

"And of the angels He saith, Who maketh His 
angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire. 

"Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva¬ 
tion " (Heb. i. 7, 14). 

" And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne, and the beasts, and 
the elders: and the number of them was ten thou¬ 
sand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou¬ 
sands" (Rev. v. 11). 

"And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiv-
eth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him " (Rev. xii. 9). 

Many more could be adduced but we turn 
again to the sayings of "Christian Science:"— 

"To get rid of sin, through Science, is to divest 
sin of any supposed mind or reality, and never to 
admit that sin can have intelligence or power, pain 
or pleasure. You conquer error by denying its 
verity. Our various theories *vill never lose their 
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imaginary power for good or evil until we lose our 
belief in them, and make life its own proof of har¬ 
mony and God " (p. 234). 

Here intelligence is confounded with reality, 
and under the specious denial of intelligence to 
sin, its reality is denied. Sinning is but to 
make real what is unreal. 

"Is man lost spiritually? No, he can only be 
lost materially. All sin is of the flesh. It cannot 
be spiritual. Sin exists only so long as the material 
illusion remains. It is the sense of sin̂  and not the 
sinful soul, which must be lost" (p. 207). 

"We are commonly taught there is. a human soul 
which sins, and is lost spiritually,—that the soul 
may be lost and yet is immortal. If soul could sin, 
Spirit would be material instead of spiritual. It is 
the thought, or motive, of material sense which sins. 
If Soul sinned, sou! would die. Sin is the element 
of self-destruction, and spiritual death is oblivion. 
Then the annihilation of Spirit would be inevitable" 
(p. 204). 

It is not to be supposed that the system 
teaches therefore the annihilation of the wicked 
(dreadful error as that is) but that as Spirit can¬ 
not cease to exist and is always good and God, 
therefore sin cannot have to do with the mind 
but the sense. If such scriptures as " Fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind" (Eph.ii. 
3) were quoted, we would be told that this was 
"mortal mind," the errors of sense which had 
no real existence. This mortal belief will be all 
that will perish (p. 198). 

•' Devil. Evil; a lie ; error ; neither corporeality 
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nor mind ; the opposite o£ truth ; a belief in sin, 
sickness and death" (p. 575, Glossary), 

" The great truth that man was, is and ever shall 
be perfect is incontrovertible " (p. 96). 

"We must learn that evil is the awful deception 
and unreality of existence" (p. 103). 

"The sensations of sickness and sin exist only in 
belief" (p. 107). 

"If Soul could sin, or be lost, then Being and 
Immortality would be lost, with all the faculties of 
Mind; but Being cannot be lost while God exists" 
(p. i n ) . 

" The universal belief in death is of no advantage. 
It cannot make life or trmh apparent. Death will 
be found at length to be a mortal dream, which 
comes in darkness and disappears with the light" 
(P. 347). 

Death therefore like sin is all a mistake, and 
a belief in it is to be absolutely renounced; and 
yet the Scripture says, " As it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment" 
{Heb. ix. 27). " I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God" (Rev. xx, 12). Such 
teachings destroy any thought of the abomina¬ 
ble character of sin, as an inherent evil in man's 
spirit, which deserves and will receive everlast¬ 
ing jugdment in the late of fire. It is simply 
an error, a misapprehension which flees when 
the truth is known. No wonder the author 
denies the need of atonement, in its scriptural 
sense. 
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V. THE WORD OF GOD. 

What Scripture says:— 
" All scripture is given by inspiration of God " 

(2 Tim, iii. 16). 
"The scripture cannot be broken" (John x. 35). 
" Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven " 

(Ps. cxix. 89). 
Speaking of the second account of creation 

(Gen. ii. 4, etc.) in contrast with the first, the 
teacher of «. 
" Christian Science" say»:-

"The Science and Truth of divine Creation have 
been presented in the verses already considered ; 
and now the opposite error, a material view of crea¬ 
tion, is to be set forth" (p. 514). 

She declares that the Higher Criticism has 
taught there are two documents in Genesis, the 
Elohistic and Jehovistic, and this latter part is 
full o£ error teaching' the existence of matter, 
etc. It is significant that she finds in this por¬ 
tion all mention of sin and the devil. Let the 
reader see for himself in her book what view 
this woman holds of the word of God (pp. 514-
538). It is a carefully elaborated scheme to 
rend apart the word of God and to deny that 
which more particularly shows her error. 

"The Jewish Tribal Jehovah was a man-projected 
God, liable to wrath, repentance, and human 
changeableness. The Christian Science God is 
universal, eternal divine Love, which changeth not 
etc., etc." (p. 34). 

So it is a choice between Jehovah in the 
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Scriptures, and Mrs. Eddy's deity. Mrs. Eddy 
is far too cunning to commit herself to a bald 
denial of the Scriptures; on the contrary she 
professes to exalt them absolutely. But this is 
only specious. She alludes to the various read¬ 
ings and errors in versions as showing "how a 
mortal and material sense stole into the divine 
record, darkening, to some extent, the inspired 
pages with its own hue" (p. 33). In her chap¬ 
ter on the exegesis of Genesis, she says, as just¬ 
ifying her interpretation, 

" It is so brief that it would almost seem from 
the preponderance of unreality in the whole narra¬ 
tive, as if reality did not predominate over the un¬ 
real, the light side over the dark, the straight line 
of Spirit over the mortal deviations and inverted 
images of the Creator and His creation " (496). 

She therefore gives the spiritual interpreta¬ 
tion of the various portions of the first chapter, 
in contrast to the unreality and error of the 
literal language, which she declares to be "the 
crude forms of human thought" (p. 496). Thus 
the letter of God's word is in the form of error, 
and needs the higher interpretation to make 
it true. How different this is from seeing a 
spiritual as well as a literal meaning need not 
be said. But the importance of this quotation 
is that it gives us the key to her use of Scrip¬ 
ture, and supplies an explanation of that pro¬ 
fessed loyalty to the word of Cod which has 
misled many who have not known her depths. 



CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 2$ 

A few illustrations will show her use of Scrip¬ 
ture, and how blasphemous it is. When the 
woman is asked as to her sin she replies, 

'"The serpent beguiled me and I did eat'; as 
much as to say, in meek penitence, Neither man 
nor God shall father my fault. She has already 
learned so much, that corporeal sense is the ser¬ 
pent. Hence she is the first to abandon the belief 
in the material origin of man, and to discern spirit¬ 
ual creation. This hereafter enables woman to be 
the mother of Jesus, and to behold at the sepulchre 
the risen Saviour, soon to manifest the deathless 
man of God's creating. This enables woman to be 
the first to interpret the Scriptures in their true 
sense, which reveals the spiritual origin of man " 
(P- 5*6). 

Thus Eve learns the lesson of the unreality 
of matter and sense and sin, and this renders 
her,or one like her, capable of being the mother 
of our Lord, whose mission it was to prove the 
same unreality! What unholy blasphemy! Why 
is sentence pronounced on Eve if she was al¬ 
ready delivered from the error? 

Abel's offering, she claims, was more accepta¬ 
ble than Cain's because the latter's was mate¬ 
rial, and " A Iamb is a more animate form of 
existence, and more nearly resembles a mind-
offering" (p. 533). Thus where faith sees the 
spotless victim offered as the substitute for sin, 
this wretched creed brings in '' philosophy and 
vain deceit," 

What more ridiculous folly could there be 
than this interpretation of the murder of Abel? 
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"'Cain rose up against his brother, and slew 
him.' The erroneous belief that life substance and 
intelligence can be material, ruptures the brother¬ 
hood of man at the very outset" (p. 533). 

There is direct falsehood in the following, and 
a manifest intention to deceive : 

" The translators of this record of scientific crea¬ 
tion entertained a false sense of being. They be¬ 
lieved in the existence of matter, its propagation 
and power. From that standpoint of error, they 
could not apprehend the nature and operation of 
Spirit. Hence the seeming contradiction in that 
scripture which is so glorious in its spiritual signi¬ 
fication. Truth has but one reply to all error—to 
sin, sickness and death: 'Dust (nothingness) thou 
art, and unto dust (nothingness) shalt thou return'" 
•(P- 537)-

Why does she say the translators had a false 
sense of being-? There is no question of erro¬ 
neous translation; if there is any error it is in 
the writer of the passage, as she well knows. 
She thus convicts herself both of falsehood and 
of a disbelief in the written word of God. Nor 
is this a single instance of this false trafficking' 
in Scripture; it is the universal use she makes 
of it throughout, and stamps her entire book 
with the falsehood of that devil whose personal¬ 
ity she so smoothly denies. Let the simple 
beware. 

VI. THE LORD'S COMING, HEAVEN, ETC. 
What Scripture says-

"The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven; 
. . . and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 
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which are alive and remain shall be caught up to¬ 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord " 
(1 Thess. iv. 16, 17). 

" The hour is coming in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear His voice, and shall cocas 
forth" (John v. 28, 29). 

" In my Father's house are many mansions. . . . 
I go to prepare a place for you. . . . I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also " (John xiv. 2, 3). 

What "Christian Science " soy»>-
" Heaven. Harmony; the reign of Spirit; gov¬ 

ernment by Principle; spirituality; bliss; the atmo¬ 
sphere of soul " (p. 578, Glossary). 

"The calm, strong currents of true spirituality, 
the manifestations whereof are harmony, purity and 
seif-immolation, must deepen human experience, 
until the beliefs of material life are seen to be a 
bald imposition, and materiality gives everlasting 
place to the Scientific demonstration of Spirit" 
(p. 265)-

The parable of leaven hid in the three meas¬ 
ures of meal implies the spread of the spiritual 
interpretation of the truths of Christ. 

"Did not this parable point a moral with a 
prophecy, foretelling the second appearance on the 
flesh (!) of the Christ? Truth, hidden in sacred 
secrecy from the visible world " (p. 12). 

"Christ's immortal ideal will sweep down the 
centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy 
day, when all shall recognize His reappearing" 
(p. 360). 

" In Saint John's vision, Heaven and earth stand 
for spiritual ideas" (p. 528). 
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"Were this new heaven and new earth terrestial, 
material or spiritual ? They could not be the 
former, for the human sense of space is unable to 
grasp such a view. . . . This testimony of Holy 
Writ sustains the fact in science that the heavens 
and earth, to one human consciousness—or that 
consciousness which God bestows — is spiritual; 
while to another, the unilluminated human mind, 
the vision is material" (p. 564). 

Did space permit, quotations could be given 
indefinitely showing that all the tender and 
precious hopes taught by the Spirit of God as 
to our blessed Lord's return to take His re¬ 
deemed to His home in heaven, the Father's 
house, are lost in the vague nowhere o£ a falsely 
spiritualized teaching. According to this teach¬ 
ing, heaven is "Harmony; the reign of Spirit; 
government by principle; spirituality; bliss: 
the atmosphere of soul " (p. 578). 

In like manner the terrors of hell are softened 
down to "Mortal belief; error; lust; remorse; 
hatred; sin; sickness; death; suffering and 
self-destruction; self-imposed agony; effects of 
sin; that which maketh and worketh a lie " (p. 
579). There is here no strong hand of divine 
judgment shutting up guilty rejector.s of Christ 
in an eternal abode of doom, the second death, 
the lake of fire, which the word of God so ten¬ 
derly and earnestly warns men against. The 
teaching is that hell is a misconception, an un¬ 
reality, and laying aside the misconception, the 
thing has disappeared. 



CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 27 

VII. HEALING OF DISEASE. 

No one would listen for a moment to such 
vagaries as we have been examining- were there 
not some special inducement, some bait to lure 
the unwary into the snare. It is not far to seek 
this bait, spread as it is on well-nigh every one 
of the 5 90 pages of the book. This is not de¬ 
nied but gloried in by the author and her fol¬ 
lowers. It is the claim of the system to cure 
disease, if a phantom can be cured. We must 
therefore close with a short examination of this 
teaching of the cure of disease, which can be all 
the briefer because all that we have- heretofore 
seen is in line with it. One of her favorite ex¬ 
pressions is "sin, sickness and death," so that 
all the teaching as to the former is applicable to 
the latter two. 

In brief, there is no such thing as sickness, or 
suffering. What are called such are but errors 
of the mortal mind. Truth dispels all such 
errors, and the only scientific treatment of dis¬ 
ease is by its denial and the statement of its 
opposite. Dreary pages of reiteration could be 
quoted; a few sentences must suffice. 

" Sickness is an illusion, to be annihilated by 
Mind. Disease is an experience of mortal mind. 
It is fear made manifest on the body. Divine truth 
takes away this physical sense of error, just as it 
removes a sense of moral or mental error. That 
the body is material, and that matter should suffer, 
—these propositions seem perfectly real and natural 
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in dreams. Every sense of life in matter is but a 
dream, and not the reality of Being" (p. 489). 

"Reason rightly directed, serves to correct the 
errors of corporeal sense; but while the spell of be¬ 
lief remains unbroken, sin, sickness and death will 
seem real (even as the experiences of the sleeping 
dream seem real) until the science of man's eternal 
harmony breaks this illusion with its own unbroken 
reality " (p. 490). 

"A sick body is evolved from sick thoughts. 
Evil, disease, and death proceed from false beliefs" 
(P- J56). 

"Bones have only the substantiality of thought 
which formed them. They are only an appearance, 
a subjective state of mortal mind" (p. 421). 

" To prevent or cure scrofula, and other so-called 
hereditary diseases, you must destroy the belief in 
these ills, and the faith in the possibility of their 
transmission" (p. 422). 

"If the lungs are disappearing, this is but one of 
the beiiefs of mortal mind" {p. 423). 

Did our Lord so treat disease? Were not the 
eyes blind which. He opened? the palsy and the 
fever actual? Did He say they were not real 
afflictions? The whole subject of disease is too 
large to enter upon here. Old and New Testa¬ 
ment Scriptures show it, and that which follows 
it, death, to be the result of the fall, . It is part 
of the governmental result of man's disobedi¬ 
ence and alienation from God (Ex. xv. 26; Lk. 
v. 18-25). Without doubt it is a type of that 
more dreadful disease of the soul, sin. But this 
does not destroy the reality of the disease. 
There is only one place where there will be no 
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more sickness, sin or death, and that is where 
Christ will take His blood-bought people. Till 
then, we wait for the adoption, to wit, the re¬ 
demption of our bodies (Rom, viii. 33). 

The healings of our Lord were the divine 
witness of the character of His mission; those 
of His disciples were the same. They were not 
restoring- the ordinary course of things, still less 
teaching the people the spiritual laws of health. 
They were giving proof of the reality of the 
message they were bringing. 

The hope set before us is the Coming of our 
Lord, when these mortal bodies will be changed 
and made like to His glorious body, and when 
we shall see and be like Him. Nothing else 
will satisfy the new-born soul but a sight of the 
precious Saviour who has put away all our sins 
by His sacrificial death, and who longs to see 
us. We will then be like Him and with Him 
forever.' Till then we seek to know Him better 
through His word", and to walk in separation 
from the world which crucified Him. As to our 
bodies, we groan (2 Cor. v. 2-4), for they are 
still in the old creation, into which sin has 
brought ruin. As to our spirits, we rejoice in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free. 
Should sickness be permitted to assail our mor¬ 
tal bodies, we recognize it as an humbling evi¬ 
dence of the ruin brought in by sin, we bow to 
the government of God and seek to learn the 
lessons of obedience He would teach us. We 
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look to Him for His mercy, and healing if it be 
His will. Should He raise us up, we give Him 
the thanks, whether medicines have been em¬ 
ployed or not. Scripture most certainly does 
not forbid the use of means for recovery. 

But the great point to remember is that sick¬ 
ness attaches to the present time, and the only 
lasting remedy will be the change of our bodies 
at the coming of our Lord. It is pathetic to see 
sufferers turning- to mental nostrums far worse 
than any medicine ever devised by quacks, in 
the vain hope of obtaining health. 

But let us be warned. All this profession of 
cure is but the bait to catch the simple and then 
to poison them with all the deadly error we 
have been examining. It is the soul Satan is 
after, and he would lure the unwary off by 
hopes of help for the body. May souls be 
warned. They are in danger of being robbed 
of Christ, salvation, and heaven. 

Summing up, let us see what "Christian 
Science " robs us of, that we may right1y esti¬ 
mate the loss of those who accept its teachings 
—an eternal loss! 

It robs us, 
r. Of the true personality of God, whom it 

identifies with man. 
a. Of any creation, save as it exists in His 

mind. 
3. Of the Personal Son of God, putting- in 

His place the Christ-idea. 
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4. Of the miraculous, divine incarnation of 
Christ. 

5. Of the absolute sinlessness of the Lord 
Jesus. 

6. Of the value of His atoning death as a 
sacrifice in the sinner's stead. 

7. Of the precious fact of present justification 
by faith alone without works. 

8. Of the presence before God of "the Man 
Christ Jesus," "ever living to make intercession 
for us." 

9. Of the reality of sin, and its judgment, and 
of Satan the deceiver of the whole world, and 
of hell the place of punishment; thereby doing 
away with the reality of salvation from these. 

10. Of the glories of Heaven where we shall 
be in resurrection bodies with and like our Lord 
Jesus Christ forever. 

Reader, pause. Are you prepared to lose all 
this—to lose all, yea to lose your own soul? 

And now fellow-christian,what say you? Have 
we not had enough of all this abominable evil, 
and shall we not turn with disgust and loathing 
from it to that which is an ever increasing de¬ 
light, the precious word of God? Let us learn 
more of our blessed Lord Jesus, more of the 
purpose and counsels of God which center in 
Him. Let our souls be filled with His love, so 
that we shall be busily engaged in telling out 
His precious gospel to the weary and heavy 
laden sinner, and in building up our fellow-
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Christians in the truth of God. Thus the time of 
our waiting will pass quickly, and soon we will 
hear the welcome of "this same Jesus" as He 
calls to us to rise, with all His redeemed, to 
meet Him in the air. "Even so, come quickly 
Lord Jesus." Amen. 

S. R. 
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