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"WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW" 

"Now the. works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious-
ness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, 
wraths, factions, divisions, heresies, (sects or 
parties), envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and 
such like: . . . But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, self-control" (Gal. 5. 
19-23, R.V). 

"I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech 
you to walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye 
were called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace" (Eph. 4. 1-3, R.V.). 

WHAT was it that caused, a hundred years 
ago, those of whom we have heard* to 

come out from the various denominations in 

" This is the substance of an address given at the 
Centenary Meetings held at the Barton Hall, Hereford, 5th 
May, 1938. Hence the local references. 
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which they found themselves? What led them 
at much personal cost to suffer loss of friend-
ships, to break with, possibly, hallowed assoc-
iations and to adopt a mode of gathering then 
altogether new? The fact that we are here 
to-day indicates, by implication, that we ap-
prove of what they did and would do the 
same. What moved them, then, to take the 
step they did? The answer can surely be given 
in words of Scripture, words first applied to a 
"remnant" in Nehemiah's day, somewhat anal-
ogous to the one we are considering, "They 
found it written" (Neh. 8. 14). The Word of 
the Lord had gained fresh authority over their 
consciences and they were prepared at all 
costs to obey Him. 

We can imagine the stir that would he 
caused when, from one Church alone, about a 
hundred of its most devoted members left, 
and we are not surprised that from several 
pulpits sermons were preached against them. 
They were charged with "Schism." 

To be guilty of schism is to be guilty of 
that which is constantly the subject of re- 
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proof and warning in the New Testament. It 
is a work of the flesh and is linked, in the 
Scripture we have read, with such sins as 
fornication and drunkenness. The natural man 
would never think of putting it into the same 
category, for schism is not a sin that offends 
the natural conscience at all. A Gallio would 
say, Cannot a man change his opinions if he 
wishes to? Why should he not worship as he 
sees fit? To find out, then, what "schism" is, 
we must turn to the Word of God. It alone 
can decide this question. 

A "sect" is the outcome of "schism," of a 
"rent" or "division" (Matt. 9. 16). It is the 
result of "self-choosing," and when this takes 
place in Divine things, it is in God's sight a 
flagrant act of self-will, of self-will exercised 
not against civil order like the other sins in 
the catalogue we have read, but against spirit-
ual order, against the unity which God has 
created at no less a cost than the death of His 
Son, who died to gather together into one the 
children of God. We are shocked when we 
hear of a Christian getting drunk or com-
mitting fornication or dealing dishonestly, but 
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liberty of choice commends itself to us. Yet 
God places in this black catalogue of sins the 
sin of schism, of division, of schools of 
opinion, of dealing even with truth otherwise 
than as led by the Spirit, because it is really 
insubjection to Himself. It is man setting up 
his wisdom above God's in the order of His 
household and family, and claiming the right 
to choose his own way of walking before the 
Lord. 

If the Churches of Rome, of England, of 
Scotland, and of the various denominations of 
Christendom were each bodies of believers 
united together by the Spirit of God and re-
cognizing His prerogatives, then for our fore-
fathers to leave such companies of saints 
would indeed have been schism ; they would 
have been violating the unity of the Spirit 
which God had formed. But if these denom-
inations are themselves in schism, then it is 
the bounden duty of all who desire to be true 
and loyal to the Lord and His Word, to 
separate from them and, forsaking the sin that 
lies behind their existence, to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit. Whatever hinders the 
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manifestation on earth of the oneness which 
all believers have in Christ in heaven, is of 
the nature of schism, for there is no sect in 
heaven. 

This manifestation can be hindered in 
several ways. It can be hindered positively 
when a believer follows his own will and 
separates himself from the visible communion 
of saints in his locality, either by his own 
volition, or by his acceptance of such un-
scriptural teaching as renders fellowship with 
him impossible, or, again, when an association 
of believers, by prescribing rules not of the 
Spirit, precludes an individual believer from 
having fellowship with them. On the other 
hand it is hindered negatively when an in-
dividual believer stands aloof from the visible 
communion of saints in his locality or when 
he holds fellowship with unbelievers who 
assume the privileges of the children of God, 
and remains unequally yoked with them. Any 
basis of union which is not of the Spirit of 
God brings about schism. It is an abandon-
ment of the order of God, with a view to 
uniting upon principles and in an order of 
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man's own choice, and to act in this way 
necessarily divides the people of God. 

Those to whom we are referring, therefore, 
by the step they took, were not attempting to 
add one more sect to the confusion of 
Christendom or to originate a new denomin-
ation. On the contrary, they discerned from 
Scripture that denominations were contrary to 
God's mind for those who had been called 
into "the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord" (1 Cor. 1. 9-13 ; 3. 1-5). In separ-
ating from denominational systems they were 
simply acting upon what God had already 
done through the vital union which He had 
formed between Christ and His people in the 
mystical body of Christ. To obey God, to act 
upon the recognition of His order, is never 
schism, it is obedience. Suppose believers from 
several denominations find themselves together 
in a heathen land. Possessing a common life, 
and in the fulfilment of the desires of the 
renewed mind, they meet together to read the 
Word, to pray, and, it may be, to "break 
bread" together, for Scripture never contem-
plates that a "clergyman" or "minister" must 

8 



he present; in all this they enjoy for the time 
being the communion of saints. But suppose 
on coming back to England they return to 
their several denominations ; they will find no 
common ground there on which to meet as 
Christians—a fact which shows that these 
denominations are most effectual barriers to 
the unity of the Spirit. It is evident that they 
are schismatic and to depart from them 
violates no single point of real unity, for to 
separate from them is to separate not from 
Christians but from those things that keep 
Christians apart. 

Even if one could be a member of all 
denominations, which is impossible, this would 
be to own "schism," for it would be owning 
something less than membership in the body 
of Christ; nor is "inter-denominationalism" 
any better, for it is simply "pan-sectarianism." 
There are true believers in all the denom-
inations, and from these the brethren referred 
to did not separate, but in obedience to the 
Scriptures they separated from human organ-
izations by entering upon the way of truth, by 
gathering simply as members of the body of 
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Christ, possessing a common life and united 
together by Him who died to gather them 
together into one. They assembled together, 
too, as members of one another, holding Christ 
as the Head, acknowledging the presence and 
power of the Spirit of God and owning the 
authority of the written Word of God as the 
sole guide not only for individual walk, but 
also for corporate testimony. They took a 
position where all who were sound in the faith 
and godly in walk would be heartily received 
without any denominational label. Such a 
position is the very opposite of schism. It is 
a position where, indeed, such divisions can 
alone be divinely healed. It is a common 
ground of gathering where saints of God can 
rejoice together in one happy fellowship; not 
simply coming together for a few days as "all 
one in Christ Jesus," but expressing this in the 
discipline of assembly life and testimony, by 
walking together in all the ordinances of the 
Lord. 

Some therefore left the Church of England, 
which rests its membership not at all upon the 
possession of saving faith in the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, but upon the observance of its ordin-
ances of infant baptism and confirmation, thus 
embracing in its communion every baptized 
and confirmed parishioner regardless of the 
possession of eternal life as the gift of God. 
Others found themselves leaving dissenting 
bodies where, more or less, the necessity of 
the new birth might be owned, such as 
the Wesleyans, Baptists, Congregationalists, 
Quakers and Presbyterians. They left them, 
not necessarily on the ground of fundamentally 
false doctrine, but simply because all these 
systems of men were practically a denial of 
their membership of Christ and of His Head-
ship and of the presence and power of the 
Spirit of God to guide His people in their 
worship and service. 

The Scriptural assembly thus formed by 
their coming together was not a company of 
these who agreed to be together. It was con-
stituted by a simple recognition of what the 
Lord had already done. It is the Lord who 
adds together those who are being saved 
(Acts 2. 47). It is not at all a question of 
"What church shall I join ?" These brethren 
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joined nothing. To talk of joining "the 
Brethren" betrays ignorance of Divine prin-
ciples. They simply recognised that God had 
already joined them to Christ and to one 
another, and they gathered together in the 
visible manifestation of this unity. They were 
content with what the Lord had done. When 
we grow out of infancy we find ourselves in 
a family and surrounded by brothers and 
sisters. It was not by agreement on our part 
that this came about for we had no voice in 
the matter. It was one's birth that introduced 
us into this unity and we simply accepted the 
situation. So it is when we are born again. 
The life which is in Christ Jesus introduces 
us into the family of God. We all find our-
selves fellow-heirs and fellow-citizens in a 
common relationship to God and to one 
another, and this should find expression in, 
amongst other things, our gathering together 
unto the Name of the Lord Jesus. Anything 
short of this cannot be strictly Christian 
fellowship, and any other mode of gathering 
constitutes a practical denial of this great truth 
and must be displeasing to God. 
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It is not that we agree to belong to this 
Divinely-formed communion; believers on the 
Lord Jesus Christ cannot help belonging to it. 
It is a fellowship which God has formed and 
it arises not from agreement with this or that 
ordinance or with this or that point of doc-
trine, but from owning what God has done. 
Believers are "added to the Lord" (Acts 5. 
14 ; 11. 24), not to any earthly name or sect 
or truth. It is the Lord who constitutes them 
"brethren." The moment anything is intro-
duced as a point of unity which the Lord has 
not commanded, then "schism" comes in, and 
that thing is made to occupy the place of the 
Lord who is the sole Centre and Bond of unity 
according to the Scriptures. God measures 
everything by one rule, tries everything by one 
touchstone, and that rule, that touchstone, is 
Christ. He values everything just so far as it 
stands connected with His Son. Men may 
form a confederacy of assemblies based on the 
mutual acceptance of certain principles or on 
the submission to certain assembly-judgments, 
but this only results in the formation of a 
system as rigid and unscriptural as any of 
the sects of men. The assembly takes the place 
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of Christ, the individual conscience is silenced, 
and the voice of the church is substituted for 
the voice of God in His Word. 

We certainly do not assert that the assembly 
that meets in this Hall contains all believers 
in this district. To make the assertion that we 
are "the church of God" in any place would 
in these days be gross assumption and would 
call down God's disapproval. But while re-
fusing to make any such claim, we do maintain 
that when saints are gathered corporately in 
the Name of Jesus they meet upon a basis 
broad enough for all believers in that locality 
who are sound in the faith and are godly in 
their walk, and we believe they are meeting 
on that basis which alone is recognised in 
Scripture. 

The "one body" is a blessed truth, but if 
even that truth or any other is made the rally-
ing point, instead of Him who is the Object 
of attraction to every loyal heart, the unity 
resulting would be one of mind only, not of 
heart. It would be schism. There may be high 
professions of "Divine ground of gathering," 
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but it will still be a mete counterfeit of the 
gathering to Christ Himself in the bond of 
truth and love. The thought underlying the 
words "with us" (Luke 9. 49-50) can so easily 
become the proximate object, not the glory of 
the Lord. We may labour most zealously in 
the interest of any little gathered company of 
believers, but the moment that becomes our 
object we are acting in the spirit which the 
Lord condemned (Mark 9. 39). It is unto His 
Name we are to gather. As long as we mani-
fest the essentials of a true assembly by desires 
after holiness and meekness and unswerving 
obedience to the Word, we can count upon 
the Lord's blessing our corporate testimony ; 
He will make us a rallying-point for believers 
in our neighbourhood and will use our testi-
mony to the saving of souls (1 Thess. 1. 8). 
But immediately we begin to glory in our 
supposed obedience or in our fancied rectitude 
of principles and worship, the Sprit of God is 
grieved and blessing is withheld. 

It is by the essential qualities of love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
fidelity, meekness and self-control that we are 
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to be known, rather than by bold assertions 
that we are right and all others are wrong. 
Oh ! that it might be said of us, If you want 
love you will find it there ; joy, you will find 
it there ; peace, you will find it there ; long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity to the 
truth, the fruit of the Spirit, you will find it 
in that company of the Lord's people. What 
an attractive power the savour of the Name 
of Jesus would have if it rested upon us thus ! 
We believe that this way is the right way and 
that other ways are wrong or we have no right 
to be where we are, but the way may be right 
while we may not be right in that way. No 
expression of the will of God is non-essential, 
but to overlook those commandments which 
relate to heart and life in the sight of God 
renders worthless any other exactness (Matt. 
23. 23). 

We are to be known, then, not by a negative 
protest against others, but by a positive dis-
play of righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit, by ways of separation from the 
world, by ways that are pleasing to the Lord, 
and, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, by 
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putting on a heart of compassion, humbleness 
of mind, longsuffering, "forbearing one an-
other and forgiving one another, if any man 
have a quarrel against any, even as Christ for-
gave us," and above all these things, by "the 
putting on love which is the bond of perfect-
ness" (Col. 3. 12-14). In a family the common 
life begets a common love and the home be-
comes the place where the utmost ingenuity 
is often shown in planning little kindnesses and 
evidences of love. Surely this should be the 
case in the assembly, the spiritual home of our 
souls down here, and, thank God, it often is 
the case. It is evident from the Word that 
our condition of soul is far more important in 
God's sight than our outward conformity to 
the truth. Yet the right condition of soul will 
make us long to appreciate and obey the teach-
ing of the Spirit in every matter, whether in 
individual or collective testimony, and, then, 
nothing less than a right position as well as a 
right condition will content us. We shall want 
to please the Lord in everything. 

Let us never refuse, then, to identify our-
selves with those who gather in this Scriptural 
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way ; let us never separate ourselves from their 
company. To do this is to hinder, like a dis-
located limb, the blessing of the assembly as 
well as of ourselves. It weakens, instead of 
strengthening, the corporate testimony and 
mars the individual life. We are to continue 
"stedfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fel-
lowship and in the breaking of bread and the 

-prayers" (Acts 2. 42). This implies constant 
effort and a regular habit. To some it might be 
easier to the flesh to keep aloof from the 
fellowship of saints. There may, indeed, be 
more of ease to the flesh out of fellowship than 
in it, because an assembly of God is His school 
for breaking down self-will, by leading into 
mutual forbearance and constant self-denial, 
but only the coming Day will disclose the incal-
culable loss caused by standing aloof. It is the 
will of God that we gather together as often as 
possible, especially as we see the Day approach-
ing (Heb. 10. 25). The test of our loyalty is 
not our presence merely at the meeting for 
"Breaking of bread." It is comparatively easy 
and respectable to be there, but it costs some-
thing, after a hard day's work, to attend the 
meetings for prayer and ministry of the Word. 
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It is so easy to become spiritual vagrants, 
ecclesiastical dilletanti, gleaning here and 
there, with no settled convictions, without any 
anchorage for the soul and tossed to and fro 
by every wind of doctrine. "Go not to glean 
in another field, neither go from hence, but 
abide here fast by my maidens" (Ruth 2. 8). 
These were the words of Boaz, type of Him 
who says to us, "Where two or three are 
gathered together unto My Name, there am I 
in the midst of them." Let us beware of any 
association other than God's unit, the assembly, 
and of the craving for something else than 
the recognition of the rights of the Spirit 
therein. 

In regard to the spiritual activities of the 
assembly, God has given to each of us a work 
to do, but this must be done, not, so to speak, 
in water-tight compartments or as "my little 
concern in a corner," but for the welfare of 
the whole. How needful it is to take all the 
interest we can in one another's work ! It may 
not be my work, but if it is the work of the 
Lord, it demands a place in my prayers and 
sympathy and, where possible, my practical 
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help. There must be something wrong if I 
find myself ploughing a lonely furrow. We 
are individually responsible to the Lord for 
any work He has committed to us, but this 
must not prevent our seeking the fellow-
ship of the assembly in it. Fellowship is 
a precious thing ; it is the very purpose of 
our assembly existence. Let us, then, support 
one another in every way we can. Criticism 
is very easy, but can be very deadening if it 
is not constructive, whereas sympathy and 
fellowship cause the wheels of assembly life 
and testimony to run the easier. Perhaps the 
novelty of certain methods may fill us with 
concern, but unless there is a clear departure 
from Scriptural principles and apostolic prac-
tice, the fact that it was not done in this par-
ticular way when we were young is not 
conclusive that it may not be God's way to-
day. There were some things that were 
novelties in our fathers' days but they adopted 
them in the fear of the Lord. Principles abide 
unchanged but methods have perforce to 
change. The same bait will not do for all fish 
nor for all seasons, but the object remains the 
same—to catch fish. There are limits no 
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doubt, and we need never go to the world for 
instruction in the ways of the Lord, but Scrip-
ture leaves room for spiritual intelligence, to 
be exercised in constant dependence by prayer 
on the present guidance of the Spirit, and 
there is plenty of room for all our spiritual 
desires to find scope within the limits of the 
revealed will of God. 

It is impossible for us to please Him in 
worship or service if our hearts are not right 
with Him. Righteous ways in practical life 
must characterize true worshippers (Ezek. 45. 
10-13). If we are not right with our fellow-
believers and right with the world outside, it 
is useless to attempt to serve Him. Apart from 
obedience and practical righteousness mere 
outward correctness and lip-service are offen-
sive to Him, "I cannot away with them," He 
says (Isa. 1. 10-17). Hands lifted up to Him 
must be "holy hands" and our bodies "living 
sacrifices." 

Ordinances, however scriptural, are never 
beneficial necessarily and of themselves. They 
possess all their excellence and virtue as they 
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bring the Lord before our souls. This is of no 
moment to a formalist. He is satisfied with 
the outward signs and with the performance 
itself. He looks no further than the ordinance 
and never enquires whether he has, in it, had 
communion with God. The spiritual worship-
per, on the other hand, may not always enjoy 
liberty and fervour, but he will mourn the 
lack of them. While he finds it pleasing to 
hold communion with the saints nothing will 
satisfy him but fellowship with the Lord. It 
is so possible to approach the Supper with the 
indifference of custom and formality; so easy 
to partake of the memorials with little exercise 
of faith and love. Does He ever find us there, 
but murmuring under His correction, ungrate-
ful for His mercies and failing to yield to Him 
our praise? Does He ever find us ashamed of 
His cause, or suffering trifling excuses to keep 
us away from His Table, while He is waiting 
for us there, but waiting, alas, in vain? 

The reason why those who led the way for 
us were the men of God they were and were 
such stalwarts in the truth and made the 
spiritual progress they did, was because of 
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their prayerful and diligent study of the Word 
of God and their spirit of obedience without 
reserve. They were ready to lose friendships 
and esteem, social place and position, and to 
step out in faith on what to them was an 
unknown path, not knowing whither they 
went. But God honoured them and made them 
pioneers in the path we seek to follow. It cost 
them much to make the road which we find 
comparatively easy to traverse, yet if we do 
not buy the truth ourselves how readily we can 
sell it and wander from those ways that be 
in 
for 

! They have handed on a heritage 
for us to keep : God help us to do it worthily 
of Him. "Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the Gospel of Christ . . . that ye 
stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving 
for the faith of the Gospel" (Phil. 1. 27, R.v.). 
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