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The Way to Heaven. 
"I don't wish for a better world than this," 

remarked a man in my hearing one day. 
Yet he had to leave this world! 
And you and I must leave it too. 
As surely as the leaves on yonder tree 

will one day fall, so surely will you one day 
leave this world. 

And when this happens, what then ? 
If a prophet came to you and s·aid : 

"Within the year you will leave your native 
country for a foreign land," how anxious 
you would be to 'know its name ; the thought 
of it would never· leave_ you, and as time 
sped on, your desire to know would every 
day increase. 

And yet, knowing that one day death will 
take you by the hand and lead you into 
Eternity, is it not true· that you have never 
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yet faced the question-What is my destina
tion, and what will become of me ? 

There are two ·worlds in Eternity, only 
two ; , and their naines- are Heaven and 
Hell. 

Now ·1 know that all who are not infidel 
hope to reach heaven; but I ask you th�s 
question : Do you know of one good reason 
why God should take you there ? 

Heaven is the abode, of Him before whom 
angels bow, ever saying, " Holy, Holy,, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty," and none is 
admitted there who is not holy also. 
. Do you think you would suit that place ? 
· · Have you any claim on God to take you,
there j)

Let me illustrate my meaning. _ _ 
There is a shop in your village. One day 

you take a basket thither, and begin to fill 
it with whatever you find there. Whe:i;i. you 
have stolen all you require, you leave to 
return. home ; suddenly you h�ar foqts_teps 
behind; and the voice of the shopke�per pid�
you stop. ··-'·
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What will he say to you ? Will he say : 
" You did perfectly right in stealing my 
property ; pray keep it, and should you ever 
need a home, come to mine, and you shall 
live with me " ? 

You kriow he would say nothing of the 
kind : on the contrary, he would call for a 
constable, who would take you before the 
magistrate, who would try you as a thief, 
and have you imprisoned as the law directs, 

Is it not true that you have robbed God? 
You have done s·o if you have not fulfilled 

your duty to B:im. , , 
A man once �aid to me, "I do not fear

to die, for I have always done my duty to my

Maker." 
But l�e lied, for I knew his life.

_ - What is man's· duty to his Maker ? 
Listen:' "F�ar God, and keep His 
Commandments : for this : is the 
whole· dqty of man.' 1 (Eccles. xiL 13.j 

Have you done this? and are you'doin.g iti 
· · Can you look up into God's face and say :
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"All my life long l have feared Thee, and 
kept Thy commandments " ? 

If you cannot, you have failed, and are 
guilty before God. 

Now, if he who violates human law is 
punished, how much greater punishment 
does he deserve who violates the divine 
law ? Else God's law is of less importance 
than man's. 

But it is written : " For God shall 
bring -every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil." 

(Eccles. xii. 14.) 
Now when God has brought your evil 

works and secret things into judgment, what 
hope have you of reaching heaven.? 

Believe it, you and l, and. all the race, 
are utter failures. 

Scripture says : " There is no differ� 
ence.: for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God." 

(Rom. iii. 22, 23.) 
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ALL have sinned, · therefore you have 
sinned. 

God has but one name for all, that name 
is SINNER. 

· It is your name. He has written it on
every soul. He has written it on yours. 

And, with that terrible name branded on 
your soul, you are journeying through this 
world, towards-What? 
_ Look at the sun in y�m.der sky. It is 
travelling to the West. Will it reach it P 
Can any earthly power stop it ? 

You are travelling to Eternity. Time is 
taking you there. Will you reach it ? Can 
anything stop Time ? 

And when Time has brought you to your 
journey's end, and you pass out by the door 
of Death into Eternity, what will you find 
there ? I will tell you. If you have not 
changed your name, if " SINNER " has not 
been washed off your soul, you will find 
there the WRATH OF Gon. 

Some men are storing up money. You 
may not be doing this, but you are storing 
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up· something. Would you like to know 
what it is ? I will tell yoµ, it is the WRATH 
OF Gon. 

Listen : " But, after thy hardness 
and impenitent heart, treasurest up 
unto thyself wrath against the day 
of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God.'' 

(Rom. ii. 5.) 
Every sin you commit, i.e., each wrong 

thought, wrong word, wrong act, is written 
down in the book of God, and adds more 
wrath to the store which has been accumula
ting ever since you began to sin. 

Just as men lay up their money in a bank, 
so you have been laying up for yourself 
wrath, and you will find it waiting for you 
when you enter Eternity. 

How old are you ? Twenty ? You have 
been heaping up wrath for some years now, 
and you are adding to it every day. 

Perhaps you are forty! For more than 
twenty-five years you have been adding 
every day to your awful store. 
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You may be sixty! Day by day for over 
forty-five years you have been increasing 
your account. You have now a huge sum 
standing to your credit in the Bank of 
Eternal Judgment. 

"Mountains of sins! Mountains of sins!" 
wailed out a woman as she lay dying. What 
did she mean ! This : that as her soul 
hovered between the two worlds, she cast a 
backward· look along the highway of her past 
life, and as she looked, her sins came crowding 
up before her vision, until they rose up like 
mighty mountains. Then she looked for
ward into Eternity and saw there, mountains 
of wrath ready to overwhelm her, and her 
dying words proclaimed the horror. of her 
soul. 
· Reader, your mountains are growing.
Beware, a sudden snapping of life's brittle
thread, and then-and then you will stand
before the Judge of quick and dead, to meet
the wrath your sins deserve, to reap the
dreadful harvest of a wasted life.

But you need not die in your sins, and 
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I will now show you how God can righteously 
forgive you, and take you to heaven . 

.More than three thousand years ago, when 
God was leading Israel through the wilder
ness, He gave a commandment as to what a 
man should do if he committed a sin. You 
will find it in Leviticus iv. 27-35. 

The sinner took a kid or a lamb from his 
flock, and brought · it to the great altar 
standing before God's Tabernacle. Then, 
laying his hand upon its head, he slew it. 
After which the priest took its blood, 
touched with it the horns of the altar, and 
poured the remainder at the bottom thereof. 

What was the result to the transgressor ? 
It says : " The priest shall make an 
atonement for him, and it shall be 
forgiven him," 

He came to the altar a guilty man ; he 
left it a pardoned man. 

Why ? Because THE LAMB HAD DIED IN 
HIS STEAD. 

Now suppose this man had said, " My · 
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offence is but a trifling one, it is really of 
no account." What would have happened? 

He would himself have died. 

For God has said : "The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die." (Ezek. xviii. 4.) 

He escaped the penalty of death by 
putting to death the lamb, which became 
his substitute. 

Again, suppose he had said, " I will get 
the priest to sprinkle a little water upon me 
from the brazen laver, and I shall be 
cleansed." 

Would he have been cleansed ? 
No; because water is not blood, and God 

has said in Leviticus xvii. II : " It is THE 
BLOOD that maketh an atonement 
for the soul." 

. But suppose the man had said, " I will 
confess my fault to God, and pray for 
pardon." 

Would he have been pardoned ? 
No ; for it is written in Hebrews ix. 22 : 



12 T:\{E WA,Y TO HEAVEN, 

"Without shedding of blood is 
no remission." 

So you see that nothing but the death 
of a sinless victim, and the shedding of its 
blood, availed in bygone days· for the putting 
away of sin, and the forgiveness of a si�per. 

Now all these sacrifices came to an end 
when God sent His Son into the world. 

And why did they cease ? 
Because they were but types or figures of 

Jesus, the Lamb of God, who came to die 
and shed His blood once for all, that sinners 
might be forgiven. 

And so, having lived a perfect life, He went 
to the Cross, which became His altar, and 
there He " Once suffered for sins, the 
Just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God." (r Pet. iii. 18). 

He offered Himself without spot to God, 
that sin might be judged in His own holy 
Person. And you will remember that when 
the soldier came to His cross he raised his . 
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spear, and pierced His side, and"' Forth
with came there out blood and 
water.'' 

And the H<;>ly Ghost says in r John i. 7: 
"The blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." 

But linger a moment over this scene, and 
ask yourself: Who is this Jesus? and why 
is He here? 

He is the Maker of Heaven and Earth, the 
Creator of all, and He has come into His 
world as Redeemer. His deity He veiled by 
being made flesh. His great love brought 
Him to the cross, that there He might put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

He is the Author of life, who has Himself 
died that He. may give eternal life to dying 
men. 
. He. is the Son of God, who has been mani

fested that He might destroy the works of 
the Devil. 

At His creatures' cry, He has taken into· 
His strong hand these three great curses : 



14 Tim· WAY TO-HEAVEN. 

sin, death, and the Devil, that He may 
destroy· them all, and bring to ruined man· 
salvation, life, Himself, and heaven. 

When Jesus ·had laid in the grave three 
days, God raised ·him from the dead, and 
gave Him glory. . _ 

Then at F'entecost the Holy Ghost came 
down, and :,ent the apostles to proclaim this 
wonderful message to the world : 

"Through this Man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins :
and by Him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by t.he 
law of Moses." (Acts xiii. 38, 39.) 

This is God's message to you, dear frfond, 
and this is the way to heaven. 

The sinning Jew took several steps before 
he obtained God's pardon, and you too must 
take these steps before YOU obtain God's 
pardon. 

After he had· sinned, he became conscious 
of his sin, and believed what God had said, 
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that if another did not die for him he must 
himself . die. 
· Therefore he did what God told, him to do:

He took his lamb, brought it to the altar,
and laid his hand upon it, thus identifying 
himself with his offering. 

. He said in effect : I have sinped, this}amb 
has never sinned, and it will die for. me ftJr 
Thou hast said, that Thou wilt accept' its
death; and let me go free. 

· · 

And so, reader, if you are to get rid of 
your sins, escape God's judgment, and be 
received by Him into His dwelling-place, 
you must take the same steps. You· must 
believe what God has said about you, that 
you are a sinner, helpless and lost : you 
must confess this to God, and then bring 
your lanib to Him ; or in other words, tell 
Him yo.n believe that He in His great love 
sent His Son to die for you, that you receive 
Him as your own Saviour, and that your only 
hope for pardon and heaven lies iri the merits 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and qis atoning 
blood. 
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You will not obtain pardon by excusing 
yourself, neither by prayer, nor by any 
religious· rite. 

The Holy Ghost has stated the condition 
so plainly and simply, that the most ignorant 
can understand. 

We repeat : "By Him, all that be
lieve are justified from all things." 

Not " all that do their best," nor " all that 
pray," nor " all that are "baptized," but " ALL 
THAT BELIEVE." 

The Apostle John in that part of his 
vision which is described in Revelation vii. 9, 
writes : " I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and .Palms in 
their hands; and they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." 
.
· Then a question is asked : " What are

these which are arrayed in white 
robes ? and whence came they ? " 
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And the answer is : " These are they 
which have come out of great tribu
lation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God." 

THEREFORE ! what a beautiful word ! It 
means, for that reason, for that reason only, 
are they before the throne of God. 

What reason ? This ! they had " washed 
their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb." 

There is nothing said as to the character 
these people bore on earth, the great fact 

. stated is, they had reached the throne of 
God, and had reached it through the blood 
of the Lamb. 

They had come from every country of 
the earth, every nationality was represented; 
white men, red men, yellow men, black men, 
were there ; rich and poor, old and young, 
each had reached glory in the san,,. way, 
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by the .same means, the passport of each 
was alike,-
.. W ASHE}) IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB. 

You hope to go to heaven! 
Have you been washed in that blood? 
If you di.e without beiqg washed, you 

will· never starid where these people stand, 
because you chose your own way, and 
refused God's. 

Believe it, dear friend, there is but one 
way to heaven, the Master of Heaven has 
made the way Himself, and. fixed the terms 
on which He will receive the sinner there. 

Listen ! the penitent thief and Saul of 
Tarsus are in heaven at this moment, and 
each reached it by the same road. . . 

Yet never were two men more dissimilar. 
The thief was a wicked man, Saul was a 

religious man, and could plead a blameless 
life. 

Your house has two doors or more, and 
you can enter it by whichever door you 
please. 

Heaven has but one Door, and if you do not 
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enter by that, you will never enter. But 
the thief and .Saul entered by that one door. 

Would you know this door? It is JEsus. 
Listen : " I am the Door : by Me 

if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved." (John x. 9.) 

Just notice what this verse contains: 
" I am the Door." 
This door is a Person, the Son of God. 

He does not say " I am a door," but " I am 
THE Door." There is none other. 

"By Me if any man enter in." 
ANY MAN may enter, the vilest, the most 

abandoned, the most sinful,-none is turned 
away, all are welcomed. 

"He shall be saved." 
He is the Door of salvation, whoever 

enters in, obtains it. 
You may be a wicked person, but you 

may come to that Door, you may come 
to-day, an,d_ you will not be refused, only 
you must come in the right way, viz. : just 
as you are, needy, guilty, worthless; and 
coming thus,· you will find the Door wide 
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open, your sins will be cleansed, and you will 
enter by Rim into salvation. 

Salvation is a beautiful word. You need 
it from three things, viz. : Sin, Satan, and 
the judgment of God; for you are·held by 
the two former, and stand in danger of the 
latter. But when you enter by this wonder
ful Door, you are not only saved from these, 
but you are brought to God, and are put 
on the road which leads to heaven. 

A lady, whom I met recently, claimed 
to be a Christian because she had been taken 
to the font when an infant, but she could 
not say that she had ever come to Jesus. 

Was ever such a delusion? Think of it I 
Regeneration, salvation, and eternal life 
communicated through the sprinkling of a 
little water I 

But where is God's Son in all this ? the 
living Christ in whom alone these blessings 
are found, He who is saying to sin-laden 
men to-day, " Come unto ME . . . 

and I will give you rest.'' (Matt. xi. 28.) 
He is excluded, robbed of His glory, and 
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a little water substituted for Him in whom 
God has put everything which His grace has 
provided for a ruined world. 

Reader, the font is not JESUS. Thousands 
have come to the former who have never 
come to Jesus, and are at this moment living 
in. a fool's paradise, because they have 
believed the doctrines of men rather than 
the word of the living God. 

Be not deceived: you may be religious, 
a baptized communicant, a constant 
attendant at church or chapel ; like Saul of 
Tarsus your life before men may be blame
less; but if that is all you have, you are 
still unsaved, and far from God and heaven, 
for you have not entered by the Door. 

Do you know what all this religiousness, 
and these good works really are in God's 
sight? 

FILTHY RAGS! ! ! 
You do not agree with this, perhaps. 

Well, I will give you the very best authority 
for the statement. 

The Jews were a religious people, and 



22 THE WAY TO HEAVEN, 

rightly so, for God gave them a religious 
system. They also went about to establish 
their own righteousness, for God had given 
them a law, which, if they had kept, would 
have supplied them with a righteousness. 

Long years after God had given them 
these, He one day sent the Prophet Isai�h 
to proclaim their utter sinfulness. 

Isaiah himself had been in God's presence, 
had seen His glory, and had measured 
himself and his fellow-countrymen by that 
glory. ·Here is his confession: "We are 
all as an unclean thing, and · all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy: rags." 

(Isa. !xiv. 6.). 
What ? Isaiah and the people all un

clean, and their very best but filthy rags? 
What, then, are you, and what are your

best endeavours ? You, too, are unclean, 
and the very best you can bring to God are 
as filthy rags. 

Will these fit you for heaven, think you? 
Are filthy rags the right raiment for the 

King's presence ? 
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This moment you face Eternity, and Uil
clean of soul, and clad in filthy rags, hope to 
reach God's heaven. 
· Delusive hope ! the guests of God are

clothed by God in lhe wedding garment,· the 
best robe, and these are the fitness . .for 
heaven ? none can dwell with Him, whom 
He has not thus arrayed. 

What will you do with your uncleanness 
and filthy rags ? How will you obtain this 
divine apparel ? . ·· · 

God has made Jesus not only_the Door to 
heaven, but the Wedding Garment and the 
Best Robe also._ To obtain these you must 
coine to Him, who, when He has cleansed 
you, will put His own beauty upon you, and 
will Himself become your fitness for glory; 
and your acceptance with God, and by Him 
you shall enter into the glorious presence 
of- the King. 

Now come with me to Calvary, and I will 
show you how the thief entered by the 
Door. (Luke xxiii. 38-43). 

There are three crosses there. To the 
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-:entral one Jesus is nailed, and on either 
side of Him hangs a thief. Over Jesus' 
head Pilate has placed a writing. It runs: 

"This is Jesus the King of the 
Jews." 

What a strange sight is this! A crucified 
Man, whose throne is a cross, and His sceptre 
the nail that pierces His hand. 

One of the thieves takes two looks-one 
·backward, one forward.

The backward look lights up his wicked
past : he sees himself an outcast-a piece
oi ruined humanity, marred, broken,. unfit
for man's company and God's. He trembles,
for his forward look enters Eternity, where
judgment awaits him.

A few short moments and death will take 
him there. 

What will he do? where turn for help? ' 
See ! close to the temple yonder stands 

the palace of the High Priest, the man whose 
office it is to come between the sinner and 
God. 

Can the High Priest help him ? 
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What! Caiaphas help the thief to heaven? 
Why, this man, God's priest, has just proved 
himself to be worse than. the worst of men, 
by consenting to the crucifixion of Jesus, 
the Messiah. 

There wa, no priest on earth that day, 
there is no priest on earth to-day, who can 
do aught to save a sinner's soul. To the 
cross on which Jesus hung, something else 
was hung : Israel's whole religious system, 
represented by priest, sacrifice, and law, 
came to an· end the day that Jesus died. 

And now salvation is to be found neither 
in priest, sacrifice, nor law, but in a glorified 
Man, and that Man, Jesus, the Son of God. 

At the foot of the cross stands a weeping, 
trembling woman, whose heart has been 
pierced by the sword of sorrow. It is Mary, 
the mother of the· Lord. Can she help this 
dying robber ? 

Nay, she herself needs help and consolation, 
for at a call from the cross, a man steps out 
of the crowd, and takes her that same day 
to his own home. 
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Far away over the hills yonder flow the 
dark waters of the Jordan, whose banks a 
few months since were black with the crowds 
who came to be baptized by John. 

If some drops of that sacred stream be 
but sprinkled on this doomed man, will they 
not purify his soul, and fit him to meet his 
God? 

Alas, long years of deadly sin have left a 
stain upon this rol:>ber's soul too dark and 
deep for water to efface. 

Where, think you, are the thousands on 
this great day, _who, thtee short years before, 
came to listen to John's preaching, and, at 
his bidding, stepped eagerly into the bap
tismal waters? 

Are they found protesting against the 
world's great crime? Are they mourning 
over the sufferings of their friend and King ? 

· No ; multitudes of them have joined in
the cry, Crucify Him! Crucify Him! and 
now they stand before the cross and calmly 
see their Messiah die. The effect of the 
word and the water was but fleeting, they 
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had come to John and to baptism, but they 
had not come to JEsus, and it is His blood 
alone that cleanses, His Spirit alone that 
regenerates. 

Thus this thief hangs, a man lost and 
undone, in dire need of help, yet findi.r}g 
none in weak humanity, nor in weaker 
religious rite. 

What shall he do ? for Time is dying, and 
Eternity's dark shadows gather round his 
soul. 

He looks once more at the sea of faces, all 
turned towards the crosses, then at Jesus, 
then at the writing over His cross_. 

He speaks, saying : " Lord, remem
ber me when ·Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom." 

But where w.as any sign of a kingdom ? 
A crown of thorns, a. cross, pierced hands 

and feet, and a mocking crowd of Jews arid 
Gentiles were surely no signs of a kingdom, 
nor proofs that a king was there. 

But the thief's faith that day saw further 
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than the eyes of other men ; · it looked 
forward right along the highway of two 
thousand years, and beheld the dawn of a 
glorious day-the day when Jesus shall come 
forth from heaven as King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, and great voices in heaven 
shall proclaim : "The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of His Christ ; and 
He shall shall reign for ever and 
ever." .(Rev. xi. i5.) 

And · then the thief thought of himself. 
He thought : : I am· bankrupt, I have lost 
earth; liberty, life; and I am going into 
anpther wo�ld, where I possess nothing; 
and. deserve - nothing. b1it "judgment for my
sin_. .. . . . · 
. He _turned· to Jesus, and in effect. he

said, " Lord,. I believe Thou art the King, 
wliose c;omii::ig kingdom shall be -- one of _love 
and joy; -1 am a 'thief, :arid :·suffer.· the just 
reward of my q.eeds.; bu,Hvb.en J'Jfou c9-inest 
into. Thy . kingdom,· remember·. me .... I am 
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leaving this world .for one where nothing is 
laid· up for me, You are leaving earth to 
receive a kingdom. Oh ! . King of Grace, in 
the day of Thy victory, let that grace bless 
me!" · ·· 

And Jesus, turning on him eyes of love, 
said: "Verily, I say unto thee� to
day shalt thou be with Me in Para� 
dise." · · - -

Thus dealt the King of Grace with a dying 
robber, as he trembles on Eternity's dark 
1>rink. And wh_en later on that day the 
shadows of evening gathefed round those 
three empty crosses outside the city wall, 
and the crowd had dispersed, and the world 
had refused its King, there, right above the 
shining stars; in heaven, the angels saw a 
wonderful sight, the Saviour and the sinner 
together in the Paradise of God. 

Thus at the Cross · itself, that day., God 
made plain to mankind the way which had 
been opened to heaven for guilty men. 
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Oh, reader, will you not consider this 
glorious Person, the Lord Jesus Christ? 

God's Word has cleared everything out of 
th� way, so that you may have a clear view 
of this Saviour of lost men-everything, I 
mean, to which you might in your ignorance 
trust for salvation; and this Word has 
become His finger, with which He points 
the world to His Son. 

Follow the direction. of that finger, and 
you will see Jesus crucified ; the blessed 
Sin-bearer, stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
made sin, and_ bearing God's judgment 
against it. · · · 

Then the finger points upwards, and you 
see Jesus, living, glorified, seated at God's 
right hand, a patient, waiting Saviour, 
whose heart is in this world, and whose voice 
has been calling, calling, CALLING you to 
come to Him all these past years : who is 
calling you to-day, and PERHAPS will call 
until you cannot hear, because death has 
closed your ears, and it is too late. 

But my message to you is that Christ is 
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calling you NOW ; and if you will hear His 
voice, and come to Him,. He will bless and 
save you, give you His Spirit, and afterwards 
take you to Himself in heaven. For, thank 
God, it is stilltrue that " Through THIS 
MAN is preached unto you the for
giveness of sins : and BY HIM ALL 
that believe are justified from ALL 
things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses," 

(Acts xiii. 38, 39.) 
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