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THE DIVINE PRIVILEGES 
OF THE 

CHILDREN OF GOD. 
-rhva., the family relationship. 

As many as received Him, 
To them gave He fthe] right to be 

CHILDREN OF GOD, 
To those that believe on His name; 
Who have been born, 

not of blood 
nor of flesh's will 
nor of man's will, 
but OF GOD. John i. 12, 13, 

Ye have received a SPIRIT OF ADOPTION, 
Whereby we cry, ABBA, FATHER. 

THE SPIRIT itself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are 

CHILDREN OF GOD. 
And if CHILDREN, 

HEIRS ALSO: 
HEIRS OF GOD, 
HEIRS, JOINTLY WITH CHRIST. I 

Rom. viii. 16, 17. 

Harmless and simple, irreproachable 
CHILDREN OF GOD. Phil. ii.15, 

I and the CHILDREN WHICH GODneb.ii.18. 
has given ME. Johnxvii. 6. 

See what love the FATHER 
Hath given to us, that we should be called the 

CHILDREN OF GOD. 
Beloved, now are we 

CHILDREN OF GOD, 
And what we shall be has not yet been manifested; 
We know that if it is manifested we shall be like 

Him, for 

WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS. 
1 John iii. 1, 2. 
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THY WORD. 15 
-------- - - ·---- -·- ---·------

and they have kept Thy word. v. 6. 

In every important communication, whether 
from God to man, or from man to his fellow, there 
are three aspects in which such communication 
must be regarded. First, and embracing the two 
others, is the entire scope of the document. 
Second, there are the pruvisiuns, sections, items, 
of which such document is composed. Third, 
there are the utterances, by which the communi
cation passes from the issuer to the recipient. 
The first is par excellence The Word [logos]. The 
second, the items of communication [rhema], by 
which that word (if it be not a single and simple 
statement), is made known. The third, the 
utterance [lalia]. Now, the Lord Himself, before 
He became flesh, bore the name of "the Word" 
[logos]. And when He comes forth from the 
opened heaven (Rev. xix. 11) He has three names. 
First, He is called" Faithful and True." Second, 
He has a written name, known to Himself alone. 
Third, His name is called " The Word " [logos] of 
God. Himself, and what He declares from God, 
are identical and inseparable. When the Jews 
say to Him, "Who art Thou?" (emphatic), His 
reply is, "Altogether that which I also SAY 
[lalo] to you" (John viii. 25). "Why do you not 
know My speech? " [lalia ]. "Because you are 
unable to hear My word" [logos] (John viii. 43). 
"He that is of God hears the words [rhema] of 
God" (John viii. 47). Now, the Lord says of the 
men given to Him out of the world, They have 
kept [observed (Matt. xxviii. 20), held fast (Rev. 
iii. 3),] Thy word [logos]. They had laid hold of, 
grasped, Him, and it; and in doing so, God : " The
word [logos] which ye hear is not Mine, but [that]
of the Father who has sent Me " (John xiv. 24). 



16 ALL THINGS OF GOD. 

Now they have known that all things that Thou hast given Me 
are of Thee. v. 7. 
------------------------

The entire object and aim of the blessed Master 
was to connect with His Father everything that 
He ministered to the men given to Him out of the 
world. The Son can do nothing of Himself, save 
whatever He sees the Father doing; for whatsoever 
thing�e does, these things also the Son does in 
like manner (John v. 19). "My doctrine is not 
Mine, but [that] of Him that has sent Me. If any 
one desire to [put into J practise His will, he shall 
know concerning the doctrine, whether it is of 
God, or [that] I (emphatic) speak from Myself 
(John vii. 16, 17). He that speaks from himself, 
seeks his own glory, but He that seeks the glory 
of Him that sent Him, is true, and unrighteousness 
is not in Him (John vii. 18). In the scripture last 
quoted the Lord shews the principle that animated 
Him. He did not seek His own glory : the Father 
would take care of that ; but He sought the 
Father's glory, and that would be a proof to any 
devout person of His truth and uprightness. 
Why should He seek the Father's glory, and not 
His own ? Because it became Him as a Man 
(God as He is), to do so. There would have 
been no wonder in His seeking His own glory as 
God. It is His divine prerogative. But the 
wonder that calls forth our worship is, that He 
that is God, should take the place of a man, and 
glorify God as a man, and teach men to glorify 
God who sent Him forth, rather than take the atti
tude of one seeking his own glory (John viii. 50). 
He was glorified in His own,-He says so further on, 
-but He did not ask glory from men (John v. 42).
Therefore He now says, " They have known that
all things that Thou hast given Me are OF THEE."



GIVEN WORDS, GIVEN. 17 
------- ·----·· - ·--------

for the words which Thou hast given life I have given them, v. B. 

The words (rhcma). The truths and wonderful 
things that proceeded from His lips day by day ! 
They marvelled at the gracious words that pro
ceeded out of His mouth. Never, said they, spake 
man like this Man. If God were speaking, who 
could listen ! But it was Man speaking. He dis
claims their being His own words. The word which 
ye hear is not Mine, but [that] of the Father who 
has sent Me (Johnxiv.24). The words which I (em
phatic) speak to you, I do not speak from Myself 
[ as an independent Person J (John xiv. 10). Whence 
these words? In J<�ternity? In Eternity He was 
the Word. The Word had not " become flesh " in 
Eternity. The Word was God, as well as with 
God; the same was in the beginning with God. It 
was the Word, riot Man ; for the Word had not 
become flesh and dwelt among us. But now the 
Word has become l\'Ian,-no less the vVord because 
Man, but Man, as the ,v ord was not, before. But 
where did He get these words? The prophetic 
word about Him instructs us (Is. 1. 4) : The Lord 
Jehovah hath given to Me the tongue of a:disciple, 
to know how to aid the weary one by�a word. He 
[Jehovah) waketh morning by morning,-He 
waketh for Me an ear to hear as a disciple. The 
Lord Jehovah opened for Me the ear, and I 
rebelled not. I did not draw back [from it]. Now 
we know why, rising in the morning, long before 
day, He went out, and went into a desert place 
and there prayed (Mark i. 35). He spent the night 
in prayer to God (Luke v. 12). This is the place 
from whence He got His directions. The words
these commandments of the Father, what He 
should say, and what He should speak-the words 
that were given Him had been given to them. 



18 GIVEN WORDS, RECEIVED. 

and they (emphatic) have received [them], V, 8. 

The words (rhema) which I (emphatic) have 
spoken unto you are spirit and are life ; but there 
are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew 
from the beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who would deliver Him up. And He 
said, Therefore said I unto you, that no one can 
come to Me unless it be given to him from the 
Father. From that [time] many of His disciples 
went away back and walked no more with Him. 
Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will [that is, 
Are you disposed?] ye (emphatic) also go away? 
Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? Thou hast the words (rhema) of life 
eternal; and we (emphatic) have believed and 
known that Thou (emphatic) art the Holy One of 
God (John vi. 63-9). It is true there was a traitor 
among them ; but He knew it, and declares it. 
Scripture had declared it. " Mine own familiar 
friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of My 
bread [partook of My hospitality], hath lifted up 
his heel against [ deserted] Me (Ps. xli. 9), and so par. 
ticular is He that this circumstance should not 
stumble them, that He says He tells them about it 
before it comes to pass that when it hap11ens they 
may be quite sure that I AM has foreknown and fore
told it. It is not for us to enquire why a traitor was 
allowed there-God is sovereign ;-but we shall not 
be travelling out of our place to say that twelve 
being a representative number we can comprehend 
that of any twelve, representing men taken out of 
the world, none could be complete save as He 
[the Corner Stone] sat with them. Not that He 
was one of them, but He made that complete as to 
number, which wonld otherwise have been incom
plete. \Vhen He was 1m:e11deil, another was chosen. 

-- ----- - - ---------------
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DIVINE KNOWLEDGE. 19 

and have known truly that I came out from Thee, v. 8. 

When the Lord said to Simon,-in reply to his 
acknowledgment that " Christ is the Son of the 
living God,"-"Blessed artthou, SimonBar-jonas, 
for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, 
but My Father who is in the heavens," He shewed 
how that true gnosis or knowledge had reached 
them. We shall find in the next section how 
divine faith enabled them to receive Him as the 
sent One. Here, it is not faith in a sent One, but 

; knowledge of a come-forth One. Accompanied by 
faith surely ; but faith is entitled to lay hold 
of God's word, although utterly ignorant of its 
purport. Knowledge, is what one has been made 
to know; whether following ,faith, or as a divine 
perception divinely given for special ends and 
not following a previous faith; although, of course, 
when received, accompanied by it. Neither faith, 
nor knowledge can exist, except by the Scrip
tures and the Holy Ghost ; the former being 
the oracle, and the latter the Interpreter. An 
oracle and an interpreter are useless without a 
perception of what is communicated; and which 
i11 us is preceded by Jitith, but may be a gift of 
God for His own purposes. And this knowledge 
of theirs which He refers to, was a knowledge 
bestowed, as well as a faith in exercise. It was 
the link with God,-the link with the Father, the 
link with Himself, that taken together constitutes 
the family affections of the children of God. 
This is plainly shewn in John xvi. 26: "I do not 
say that in that day I will beseech the Father 
for you ; for the Father Himself has affection 
for you, because ye (emphatic) have had affection 
for Me, and have believed that I (emphatic) came 
forth from God. I came out from the Father." 



20 DIVINE FAITH. 

and have believed that Thou (emphatic) sentest Mc. v. 8, 

That Jesus was the sent One of God and the 
Father,is the foundation of the faith. I came not of 
Myself, but He sent Me (John viii. 42). Forty-four 
times stated by John and seven times by the other 
Evangelists. Knowledge of whence He came, must 
be divinely imparted, as we saw in a previous page; 
but that He was sent, was for faith to lay hold of, 
being the word of the Lord by Isaiah (lxi.1), which 
the Lord Himself states openly to have been ful
filled that day in Luke iv. 18 : The Spirit of 
Jehovah is upon Me, because He bath anointed 
(Christ) Me to preach glad tidings (Gospel) to 
the poor ; He bath sent [Messiah] Me to preach 
to captives [ of Satan J deliverance, to the blind 
sight (Jehovah's attribute, Ps. cxlvi. 8). To send 
forth the crushed delivered (Is. lviii. 6), and to 
proclaim the year of Jehovah's good pleasure. 
Sent only unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel, 
salvation was of the Jews. But through sovereign 
grace it was written, "I will call them My people 
which were not My people" (Hos.ii. 23,Rom.ix. 25); 
and the last verses of Isaiah lii.,-the drift of 
which is but little perceived-state a most blessed 
truth ; for Jehovah says in effect, Look you, My 
servant deals very wisely now that He_ is exalted, 
lifted up, and very high. The people (Jews), have, 
by His lowly appearance, thought Him not worth 
looking at. Well, He will take His opportunity 
to sprinkle [ an Eastern mode of welcome] many 
nations ; even kings, not accustomed to submis
sion, shall receive Him (shut the mouth--in 
assent); for that which was not told them, or, as the 
apostle Paul puts it, To whom there was nothing 

told concerning Him, they shall see; and they that 
have not heard shall understand (Rom. xv. -21). 

·--------· ··•··· ----



IV. OUR POWERFUL FRIEND. 21 

I (emphatic) am making request concerning them; v. 9. 

Up to the present we have hacl statements 

about His loved disciples. Now requests on their 
behalf begin. There are various kinds of requests. 
There is the request of the one in deep need-the 
casual request,-the request of some powerful and 
influential friend to another similarly circum
stanced. Now, it is the last we have to consider 
when the Lord Jesus makes request, as here. 
In the Scriptures, words are carefully chosen by 
the Holy Ghost, and kept with scrupulous exactness 
to their special use; and in using words relating 
to Jesus, whose glory it is His office to minister to 
and maintain ; the words employed, sometimes 
contrasted with other words of a similar meaning 
never so • employed, is a mode of teaching which 
commands both our hearts and our unclerstandings. 
In consequence of the infirmities of copyists or 
translators, much of this may be lost ; still, where 
the need and the clesire exist to know His will, God 
has ever given facilities to understancl the original 
as the Holy Ghost teaches, that we should know 
accurately what God says, and also what He means. 
'rhousands of God's chilclren, having but the barest 
of human education, can abundantly testify in these 
closing days to the faithfulness of the Lorcl Jesus 
in this respect. Hear His magnificent words : "I 
am the Light of the world; he that follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life" (John viii. 12). Yes, the light of life. 
Not that poor flicker that springs from the human 
understanding at its best. But all the resources of 
Him who is both Light and Life. He loves His own. 
No man ever hated his own flesh, but nourisheth 
it and chei::isheth it even as the Lord the Church. 
He here makes request concerning them. 



22 WHY LEAVE OUT THE WORLD? 

I do not make request concerning the world, v. 9. 

When the rich man in torment found out the 
consequences of living for himself, he thought, as 
usual,-of himself. Finding nothing to be got, as 
he had been wont to get,-not even to a drop of 
water; he thought that that starving and suffering 
wretch that used to disfigure his doorway, might 
as well be sent on an errand, not of mercy for
sooth, but of expediency. It was a pity his con
nections should not be informed that what the 
Scripture said, was really a fact. Well, says Abra
ham, they have Moses and the Prophets; let them 
listen to them. "Oh,everybody knows there are the 

; Scriptures," was the virtual answer. "They will 
want something more startling than that to move 
them." Abraham's reply shews that the-lack was 

i not in the character of God's message, but in the 1 
indisposition of the worldling to hear anything. 

And so the Lord says, I do not make request con
cerning the world. It is not that the world had 
been slighted. " God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that WHOSOEVER 
believes on Him may not perish, but have life 
eternal " (John iii. 16). The fault lies with the 
world. He was in the world,-the world had its 
existence through Him,--but the world qhose not 
to recognize Him as the sent One of God ; even 
His own people the Jews,-and the system which 
they had appropriated to their own use and con
venience, would have nothing to do with Him (see 
John i. 10, 11). He prays for them; distinguishing 
them completely from the world. '£he time would 
come when (according to Psalm ii.) He would ask 
of the Father with reference to the world ; He 
was not doing so now, but for those, out of the 
world, whom the Father had given Him. 

-· ·---·------···--·-----
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THE FATHER DRAWS THE 23 

WILLING. 
---·---- ----•-- - ---- -- --------

but concerning those whom Thou hast given Me, v. 9. 

In John iii. we get motives in their origin. God 
so loved the world that He gave His Son (v. lo). 
Jlen loved darkness (v. 19). The Fiither loves the 
Son (v. 35). The Father gave all things [to be] in 
His hand (v. 35). He that believes on the Son 
hath life eternal (v. 36). We see therefore, as 
plainly as the Spirit of God always delights to 
make it, that the world perishes by its own default. 
::.\len love darkness. It is not merely that men are 
in darkness and deplore it. They are in it and 
loL·e it ;-love it so much that the love of God and 
His gift are advisedly spurned. Not negatively 
only, but positively: "They have both seen and 
hated both Me and lVIy Father" (John xv. 24). 
Not for any ostensible or covert reason. "They 
hated Me [gratuitously, freely, for nothing] with
out a cause" (John xv. 25). "Ye will not come 
to 111e that ye might have life" is His plaint 
(,John v. 40). So that the world is not only with
out excuse for itself, but it cannot plead that 
favoritism has been shewn to some and denied to 
others; for the world, and men given to Jesus 
out of it, were both invited equally to enter by one 
gate, and only one. There is no life for any 
"given one," except by that door which "the 
world" is invited to enter. And yet, on the other 
hand, the sovereignty of God must ever be stren
uously maintained. The same sovereign grace 
that loved the world and gave His Son, is that by 
which the Father draws men to Jesus (John vi. 
44), and, in fact, no one can [by his own will] 
come unto Jesus, unless it be given to him of the 
Father (John vi. 65). Men talk about free will. 
Ye will not come, says the blessed One (John v. 
40), that ye might have life. 



,------ ----------------------
24 THE GOD OF THE LIVING. 

for they are Thine, v. 9. 
----------- ---- -- ------------ ---- ---------

All men are God's creatures. It was God who 
said Let us make man. God who created man in 
His own image. God who blessedman. God who 
told man to be fruitful, and to have dominion over 
the creatures ( Gen. i. 26-29). God did so for His own 
glory. He had a right to that glory, for He is sove
reign. His will is the only will. Not the first of wills, 
but the only will. A second will opposed to His 
is rank treason of the deepest dye. The smallest 
admission of any other will but one, and that one 
God's, is sin. In the gospel, the lifting of the 
curtain discloses man as one who has come short 
of the glory of God (Rom. iii. 23). There is not 
even any fear of God before his eyes (Rom. iii. 18). 
To deliver from this state of things God comes 
forth, in the person of His Son, Emmanuel, 
God, 1cith us. Jesus, a Su·ciour. Christ, an a1wintecl
one. Messiah, a sent one. What to do? Lo, I 
come to do Thy will (Heb. x. 7), ancl to say, when 
the cup of righteous wrath is put into His hand to 
drink [instead of in ours], Father . . . not My 1cill
but Thine be done (Lu. xxii. 42), ancl thus He suf
fered, a Just one for unjust ones, that He might 
bring us to Goel (1 Pet. iii. 18). The prime motive 
of redemption is that GOD'S WILL may be done. 
Man's salvation? Yes. Man's blessing? Yes. 
Thy WILL wills both. The death of the sinner 
He WILLS NOT. Tluit is the result of man's will. 
God never made death. He did not say, In the 
day thou eatest thereof I will kill you. He said, 
In the day thou eatest thereof "dying THOU dost 
die." He does not say," Thou shalt" 

-
as if it were 

a fiat (although His word always is that), but the 
act is thine ow11. He is not God of DEAD but of 
LIVING, for for Him all LIVE. "They are thine." 

- --·----------·-------------�



THE SON'S SURRENDER. 25 
----·-- --·---·------

and all that is Mine is Thine, v.10. 

As the Father's will is the Son's delight, so is 
the placing of all in God's hands that God may 
be all in all, the object of the Son's aspiration. 
For this cause He takes the kingdom, for this 
cause He delivers it up (1 Cor. xv. 24); for all 
power belongs to God (Rom. xiii. 1). Is the 
church to be built? It must stand upon the con
fession of the truth [revealed by the Father] that 
Christ is the Son of the living God (Matt. xvi. 16). 
And, when built, whose church is it ? The church 
of God (1 Cor. i. 2). Whose Spirit dwells in it? 
The Holy Spirit of God (Eph. iv. 30). It is God 
who gives the Revelation to Jesus Christ to give 
to the churches (Rev. i. 1-4). And, finally, when the 
church is safely housed in the Father's abode, 
this is the way He presents her to Him : Behold, 
I and the children which God has given Me 
(Heb. ii. 13). In short, no act in the ministry of 
the Perfect Man [He is God], whether in its vast
ness or in its minuteness, can be shewn to be 
undertaken on His own account. It is this trait, 
among millions of others, that is so great a factor 
in His intense attractiveness. It was this that made 
Christians at Rome fearless. They were consumed 
with adoration of Him, before they were con
sumed by the flames. This it was that made His 
servant Paul uncertain whether he was in the 
body or out of it. Even among men, an unselfish, 
disinterested man, though he be uncouth and 
ungainly, finds acceptance as a hero. 'But 
Jesus I the Man who pleased not Himself (Rom. 
xv. 3), Who would take nothing but what God
gave Him,-do nothing but what God appointed
Him,-finds His joy of possession summed up
thus : All that is Mine is Thine.



26 THE SON'S POSSESSION. 

and [all] that is Thine llfine,) u.10. 

If there is one thing more than another remark
able in the character of our Lord Jesus, where so 
many lustrous beauties fall upon our vision ; it is 
that wonderful balance of one excellency with 
another which is so conspicuous in us by its absence. 
We are either too much or too little of anything 
that might by courtesy be called excellent. Our 
frankincense has too much stacte, too little onycha; 
and, perchance, we are without galbanum alto
gether. What characterized Him was,that,notonly 
were all these found with the pure frankincense, 
but each was "of a like [ or equal] weight" (Ex. 
xxx. 84). His " fine flour " was all delightful to the
touch, and pleasant to the taste, and beautiful to
the eye. We need not mention the foreign ad
mixture of various kinds to be found in ours.
That is why in Him exact opposites are equally
lovely. Dining on, '' All that is Mine is Thine,'' let
us sup on, '' All that is Thine is Mine.'' And not only
because He is God,-quite true too; but as Man,
that absolute repose of possession, exactly matches
with, and counter-balances, that absolute repose of
surrender. ls that clear? Having nothing,-and
yet possessing all things. Does that help ? That
sweet confidence of reciprocity, that makes two
privileges, where one seemed to exist. " Said that
God was His Father-making Himself [truly]
equal with God." Father, glorify Thy Son, that
Thy Son also may glorify Thee. How does this
kind of beauty shine in us ? Something after this
fashion, " Thou never gavest me a kid that I 

might make merry with my friends I " And the
answer ? " Child, thou art ever with Me, and all
that is Mine is thine" (Luke xv. 81).

·------ - ·--------- ·---- ·----- ·· ------



GLORY. 27 

and I am glorified in them. v. 10. 

It has been shewn on a previous page that the 
right estimation and appreciation of another, lies at 
the root of the word "glorify." "He received," 
says Peter, " from God [the] Father honour and 
glory, such a voice being uttered to Him by the 
excellent glory: This is My beloved Son, in whom 
I (emphatic) have found My delight." On the holy 
mountain where the transfiguration took place 
glory was present in its two aspects ; the voice 
shewed the estimation in which delight found its 
celestial expression in respect of the beloved Son 
standing there ; while the Majesty of His Person 
at that moment, bursting forth in its native efful-

. gence, suffused the three favoured disciples with its 
i dazzling splendour ; for as He prayed, His coun

tenance changed in appearance, and shone as the 
sun ; and His very garments poured forth flashes 
of pure white light. His moral and physical glory 
coalesced at that moment. As a praying Man is 
He estimated by God the Father. The majesty of 
the law is there in the person of its divinely 
appointed representative. All the faithfulness of 
a faithful God [making good Christ's glory when 
man has utterly failed-for that is what prophecy 
exists for] , set forth in the person of the other 
representative. Both of them conversing with 
Him respecting that crowning glory which He 
should acquire by His decease, which He should 
accomplish at Jerusalem I Oh I what a contrast 
was man's estimation of Him at that moment. 
It is true Peter did not know what he was saying; 
but what he did say, lowered the glory to a human 
idea I The blessed Son knows what is in man; 
but to the Father He says of His own, "I am 
glorified in them." 



28 TERMINATION OF THE TESTIMONY 

OF THE ONE, TO THE WORLD. 

And I am no longer in the world, v.11. 

The hour had come. His message to the world 
had been given. There was no place there for 
Him. No room in the inn. No where to lay His 
head. Not even a grave. Still, as long as He was 
in the world, He was the Light of it. But now He 
has departed, and hidden Himself in His own 
loved one's hearts. Judas had gone out. It is 
night. Not inside, where He is. Darkness cannot 
be, in His presence. Still, He is going away. "As 
I said to the Jews [John viii. 21] so now I say to 
you [John xiii. 33]. Where I (emphatic) go, ye 
(emphatic) cannot come." Unloving man, or lov
ing; none can accompany Him on that momentous 
journey. No longer was that treasury of His wisdom 
to pour forth its jewels and fine gold. No longer 
would He be there to pray for them while they 
slept, and bear them in His bosom, and shield 
them from the lurking wolf, solicitous, that if the 
chaff of an untutored heart went through the sieve, 
faith might not go through with it. " The world 
seeth Me no more." And yet, though leaving them, 
He was not deserting them. Could they but see 
what, at that moment, was hidden from them; they 
would all know the expediency for that absence. 
VVhat they always so lacked in everything, was 
power. Who of us does not know, and has not bit
terly felt it too, that right aspirations of the heart 
will not always carry us through our difficulties? 
It is not that we are untrue to Him, but power is 
lacking. And it was just this that they were to 
be endowed with: "Ye shall receive power, the 
Holy Ghost having come upon you." But His 
previous departure was imperative to this end. 


