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NOTIC E TO THE RETA DE R.

THE reader who desires to have a minute account of the Scriptural

Rnowledge Institution from the commencement, and, in particular, ſ

respecting the Orphan Establishment, will find it in “A Narrative

of some of the Lord's dealings with George Müller,” Nisbet,

London (to be had through any bookseller). Sixth edition.

Three parts. 604 pages. Price 3s.6d. These three parts contain

the Life of the Author before his conversion, the circum

stances under which he was converted, the reason of his coming

to England, the account of the Lord's dealings with him since

he has been in England, many answers to prayer with respect to

his own personal circumstances, and the whole account of the

Scriptural Knowledge Institution up to July 14, 1844, from

whence the Fourth Part, published at Nisbet's, London, in 1856,

402 pages, forming a second volume, price 2s. 6d., carries on the

Narrative to May 26, 1856. By sending 6s. in Postage Stamps

to Mr. William Parsons, Manager of the Bible and Tract Ware

house of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution, No. 34, Park

street, Bristol, both volumes will be sent postage free. Should

the reader desire any of the last seventeen Reports, they may yet

be obtained, through a bookseller, from Messrs. Nisbet and Co.,

or post free from Mr. Parsons, by sending the money in postages

to him. *

*

It has repeatedly happened that donors have not known my ad

dress, though it has been given at the end of each Report, and I

have therefore been desired to give it here, in compliance with

which I request, that all letters for me be addressed to my private z

dwelling, No. 21, Paul-street, Kingsdown, Bristol.

GEORGE MüLLER.



BRIEF NARRATIVE OF FACTS

RELATIVE TO THE

NEW ORPHAN HOUSES AND THE OTHER OBJECTS

OF

ºf striplural fimºlog: $nstitutim

FOR HOME AND ABROAD.

IN looking back upon the Thirty One years, during which this

Institution has been in operation, I have, as will be seen, by the

grace of God, kept to the original principles, on which, for His

honour, it was established on March 5, 1834. . For 1, during the

whole of this time I have avoided going into debt; and never has a

period been brought to a close, but I have had some money in hand.

Great as my trials of faith might have been, I never contracted

debts; for Ijudged, that, if God's time was come for any enlargement,

He would also give the means, and that, until He supplied them,

I had quietly to wait His time, and not to act, before His time was

fully come. And further, that, being engaged in the work, which

I had Scriptural warrant to believe He had given me to be engaged

in, I needed not to be afraid of being supplied with what I might

need, but that, if I would quietly wait His time, patiently wait,

continue in prayer and believing expectation, His help would

come. And* it has been many thousands of times during the

past Thirty-one years. 2, Another principle, with which I set

out, regarding the formation of the Scriptural Knowledge Institu

tion for Home and Abroad, was, that the Living God, and He

alone, should be the Patron of the Institution; that I would trust

in Him, and in Him alone; lean upon Him, and upon Him alone.

To this, by God’s grace, I have been enabled to cleave for these

Thirty One years. And now I have to say, to the honour of

His name, that He has helped me more and more, and that it is a

blessed thing indeed to have Him as our Patron; for I have the

fullest reason to believe, that I have been enabled to accomplish

ten times, if not a hundred times more, than if I had sought after

the patronage of the great and wealthy in the land. , 3, The line

of demarcation, between believers and unbelievers, with regard to

active engagements in connexion with the Institution, as teachers,

or otherwise, with which we set out at the first, has been adhered
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to ever since.—By the help of God, we intend in future also to act

according to these original principles,

When one year and nine months later, in December, 1835, the

Orphan Work was added to the other objects of the Scriptural

Rnowledge Institution for Home and Abroad, my especial object

was, as has been stated at large in my Narrative, vol. I, page

143-146 of the Sixth edition, to show how much could be accom

plished through the instrumentality of prayer and faith. I had,

indeed, the bodily, mental, and spiritual benefit of poor children,

bereaved of both parents, at heart; I would, with all diligence, as

God should help me, labour for this; yet, the primary object was

the glory of God, in seeking to set before my weaker brethren in

the faith, as their servant and fellow member in the body of Christ,

the encouragement connected with this work, for the strengthen

ing of their faith. And now, going on in this part of the work, in

the thirtieth year, what have we to say? Nothing less than this,

that the Lord has NEVER left us nor forsaken us. Great have been

our trials of faith, year after year, without exception; but God

has helped continually. With regard to pecuniary means, we

were at one time, for about five years, almost daily, in the trial of

faith; but we were, also, continually helped. And as the work

enlarged, instead of needing hundreds of pounds, as at the first,

we now needed tens of thousands; yet the Lord helped as before.

But not merely with regard to pecuniary means, but in every

other way, we were continually helped, through prayer and faith.

When teachers and other assistants were required, we gave our

selves to prayer, and were helped. . When suitable Christian

servants were needed, we looked to the Lord, and were helped.

When the health of the children tried us, or the health of the

teachers or other assistants, we still looked to the Lord, and were

supported, and in His own time helped and delivered out of the

trial. When situations were needed for boys ready to be appren

ticed, or girls to be sent to service, we looked to the Lord for

suitable openings; and in hundreds of instances of this kind, we

received precious answers to prayer, though sometimes we had

often and long to call upon the Lord for the needed help. And

thus in hundreds of other difficulties, necessities, and wants, we

have invariably found that prayer and faith, our universal remedy,

was sufficient. Whatever the difficulty might be, whatever the

need, however great the perplexity of the position; we trusted in

God, and were sustained and at last delivered.

I relate here, for the encouragement of the reader, a few

instances, in which the help of God, in answer to our prayers,

was very manifest, and which occurred during the last year, of

which this Report speaks.

It is well known to the reader, how great the scarcity of

water was in the summer of 1864 in almost all parts of Eng

land. Long before we felt any want in the Orphan Houses

on Ashley Down, many thousands of the inhabitants of Bristol,

as well as elsewhere, had been tried by the lack of rain. At
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last, however, all our fifteen large cisterns were empty, and

almost all our nine wells, most of which are deep, failed also ;

yea, even one with a good spring, which never had been out

before, was also pumped dry. . Now, dear Reader, place yourself

into our position. For all the various purposes, in the three

houses, we use from 2000 to 3000 gallons of water daily. Under

these circumstances, we were daily waiting upon God, that He

would be pleased to give rain to supply our cisterns and wells, or

that He would otherwise help us. Now see how He kindly inter

posed. About one-third of a mile from the Orphan Houses

resides a farmer, who had three wells, filled with water, which he

had never known to fail, and he very kindly sent word to say, that

he would gladly supply the Orphan Houses with water, as long as

he had any. This was thankfully accepted, as a precious answer to

prayer, and we had the water hauled, about 1000 or 1500 gallons

daily, the remainder of what we required being supplied by what

our wells yielded, by being pumped every four or six hours Thus

we went on, day by day, and were helped over a most difficult

time, whilst the distress in Bristol increased more and more. At

last, however, these wells, which never had failed before, and out

of which, day by day, for about six weeks, we had drawn so much,

without the least apparent diminution at first, were nearly emptied,

so that the kind farmer was under the necessity, though reluctantly,

of letting me know, that he should need the little water which

remained for himself and his tenants. We thanked God for havin

helped us for about six weeks in the way mentioned, and .#

Bim for further help, though we knew not how that help was to

come, the scarcity of water being now all around greater than

ever. Our hope, however, was in God, being fully assured that

this time also we should prove His faithfulness. On the very day

on which the information was received, that that day would be the

last day, we could be supplied with water from those wells,

another kind farmer, about a mile and a half from the Orphan

Houses, sent word to me, that we could have as much water as

we liked from a brook which ran through his fields. This offer

was thankfully accepted. We made a dam in the brook, which

soon made the water to rise four feet high, and thus we had an

abundance of water, till God was pleased to send rain. The only

difference in the latter case was, that we needed three carts instead

of one or two, and several men more, than before. Thus, by prayer,

we were helped through the great drought of the summer 1864.

I relate another precious deliverance, in answer to prayer.

During the last three years, scarlet fever, typhus fever, and small

pox have been to a greater or less degree prevalent in Bristol and

the neighbourhood. We gave ourselves to prayer, that, if it

might be, the Lord would mercifully preserve us from these

diseases at the Orphan Houses; and, if they must come, we might

be sustained and helped. So far as it regards scarlet fever and

typhus fever, we have not had one single case during the whole

time. With regard to the smallpox, too, we were preserved for

sº
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many months, yea nearly two years it had been more or less

raging in the neighbourhood; but at last it pleased the Lord, in

His infinite wisdom, to allow it to enter among us. We now

were indeed dependant upon the Lord, that this disease might

not infect hundreds of children, yea the teachers, matrons, nurses

and servants of the Institution; for though it was only as yet in

the smallest house, yet there were 320 persons in it, and 50, 100,

150, or even more might be laid down at once. Nothing remained,

therefore, but our universal remedy, prayer and faith, that the

Lord would have mercy upon us, and cause us not to be tried

above our measure. In all childlike simplicity we told Him how

we were situated, how great the difficulty and trial would be, if a

great number of children were at once ill in the smallpox. All

necessary precautions were, of course, at once used, in separating

the diseased children entirely from the rest, and cutting off, as far

as was at all practicable, the intercourse with the infirmary rooms;

for a different course would not have been faith but presumption, as

we had the ability for so doing; but who does not know, how

powerless after all such precautions are in themselves! Our only

trust, I confess it frankly to the honour of the Lord, was in His

pity and compassion, in His tender, fatherly heart; for He knew

our case. The result was, that, though week by week, and month

after month, for about seven months, we had the disease at the

New Orphan House No. 1, yet there were only 5, 6, 8, or 10 ill

in the house at one time, and all the cases light, yea very light for

the most part. No. 1, however, was not the only house; but after

some time the New Orphan Houses No. 2 and No. 3 were also

afflicted with this disease. In No. 2 the cases were only eleven

altogether, and very light, though there are 400 children in that

house, one half of whom are young infants. We felt this an

especial mercy, and a particular answer to prayer, that the cases

there were so few. In No. 3 we had case after case, sometimes

4 or 5 children in one day were taken ill. At one time all the

available beds in the Infirmary rooms were filled, having 15 down

at one time in this disease, besides other sick children. In this

our great extremity we entreated the lord, that, if it might be, He

would not allow fresh cases to occur, as we could not without

great difficulty keep any more children separate from the rest. He

had mercy on us. Not a single other case occurred, until the

number in the Infirmary rooms was considerably diminished, and

there were only altogether a few more fresh cases after this. At

last, in Dec. 1864, the disease disappeared entirely, having been

9 months constantly among the 1200 inmates of the three Orphan

Houses. Almost all the cases were light, most of them very light,

and not one child died. Only one of the teachers out of all the

grown up persons had the disease, and that very lightly. Thus we

proved the Lord, as the prayer hearing God, in this matter also.

Many of the readers may remember that on Jan. 14, 1865, there

were tremendous gales in Bristol and the neighbourhood. When

I arrived at the Orphan Houses, about eleven o'clock in the
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morning, I found our roofs greatly injured, and laid open in at

least twenty places, and about twenty large panes of glass broken;

in two cases also the woodwork of the windows, the wind having

blown the slates against them. This being Saturday, and the

Orphan Houses a good distance from the place of the glazier and

slater whom we generally employ, and all his men out and

engaged, when he received our order to send men, nothing could

be done that day, and of course nothing on the coming day,

it being the Lord's day. Under these circumstances we besought

the Lord, that, if it might be, He would mercifully be pleased to

keep off the rain and remove the gales. If there had been any

heavy rain, the houses would have been much damaged; and if the

wind had blown as in the morning, many hundreds more of the

slates might have been blown off. Now see as to the wind. In

the afternoon of Saturday it was comparatively calm; but in the

evening it began again to blow much, at the very time while I

had with my dear wife my usual time for prayer. But, having

six or seven times called upon the Lord, it grew calm, not a

single slate more was blown off, as far as I could learn. And as to

the rain, only a few drops fell on Saturday, none on the Lord's

day, and on Monday we had a number of men on the roofs, and

others to mend the windows and make good the broken wood

work. On Monday and Tuesday rain and wind were stayed. The

sky was full of clouds, but only a few drops fell; nothing to hurt

the houses or hinder the work. By mid-day of Wednesday the

roofs were so far repaired as that all the worst places were made

good, except one. . But now it began to rain, and rather heavily.

The slaters had to leave the roof and come into the house; and the

appearance was, that still much damage might be done. We saw

the state of things, and my dear wife and I fell again and again on

our knees, and, after three or four times praying, the rain was

stayed, the men could go ºn with their work, and that very after

noon the worst of all the places was repaired, and it was found that

the rain had done no damage, for the opening was on the south

side, whilst the rain came from the north. By the end of the week

all the other slighter injuries were also repaired, and thus we had,

in the face of great damage and difficulty, most precious deliver

ances in answer to prayer.

The reason why I relate these circumstances so minutely, and

why similar instances will still further be given in this Report, is

to show, that, if we trust in God, and betake ourselves to Him in

believing prayer, we are helped, and our hearts are kept in peace.

If the reader has had typhus fever, scarlet fever, the smallpox, or

other infectious diseases in the house, he will know how the

natural tendency is to be very anxious under such circumstances,

and in this great anxiety often to anticipate the very worst as to

the infection, and to be in danger of acting unscripturally; whilst,

on the other hand, if the ordinary proper precautions are used, we

are rolling our burden upon God, and say, It is my Heavenly

Father who sends this disease; He who is full of pity and com
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passion will not lay more upon me than He will enable me to bear,

therefore I'will trust in His love and wisdom and power; then the

soul will be calm and quiet, yea very peaceful. This is to be

aimed after, not only for our own good, but because it tends to

the glory of God, and is a testimony to the unconverted as to the

reality of the things of God, and tends to the strengthening of the

faith of our fellow believers. *

After I had written the above, just at the end of the year, the

Lord allowed us to have our faith, again exercised in the way of

an infectious disease. The scarlet fever, from which we had been

so long preserved, made its appearance among the children; but

only four cases occurred, and they were of so light a character,

that I should scarcely have mentioned the circumstance, except I

had before said, we had had no case of fever in the houses. Of

course we knew not how it might be the Lord's will to act in this

matter; yet our minds were again kept in peace, and we again

proved the compassionate heart of our Heavenly Father, who laid

no more on us than He enabled us to bear.

After this Institution has been for more than Thirty One years

in operation, I have to state to the glory of God, and for the

encouragement of the Christian reader, that my sole and un

reserved trust in the Living God for pecuniary supplies not only

is as unshaken as ever, but, by His help, stronger than ever. I

have received during the last year alone Thirty Thousand Pounds,

in answer to prayer, and more than Three Hundred Thousand

Pounds sterling from the commencement, whereby during that

time more than Fifteen Thousand children or grown up persons

have been taught in the various schools, entirely supported by the

Institution; more than Thirty Six Thousand Bibles, above Twenty

Seven Tilousand Testaments, and about Four Thousand Psalms

and other smaller portions of the Holy Scriptures, in several

languages, have been circulated; and Twenty Five Millions of

Tracts and Books, likewise in several languages, have been circu

lated. There have been, also, from the commencement, missionaries.

assisted out of the funds of the Institution, and of late years about.

One Hundred and Twenty in number. On this Object alone more

than Sixty One Thousand Pounds have been expended from the

beginning of the Institution. Likewise nearly Two Thousand.

Orphans have been under our care, three large houses, at an

expense of about Sixty Thousand Pounds, have been erected and

fitted up and furnished, with a considerable sum in hand, towards.

building two more houses for 850 Orphans. As to the spiritual

good, which has resulted from the operations of the Institution,

God alone can say how much has been accomplished; yet, so far

as results have come under our own knowledge, we gladly say to

His praise, that if only the Hundredth part of the blessing had

been given, which we know of, the time and money which have

been spent, would have been well employed. *

In writing this Report, I shall considerably alter the former

mode. The work having become larger and larger, and the Lord
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having, at the same time, increased the number of donors more.

and more, it had become needful, for various reasons, to refer to

very many donations, in the Report itself, because they not only

were of an interesting character, but because they were con

tributed by individuals who sent through others, so that it seemed

needful to refer to them. Thus, however, unintentionally, the

Report was more occupied with the donations than I could have

wished. For this reason I adopt the plan of referring to a far

smaller number of donations in the Report itself, but give, in a

supplement to the Report, printed only for the donors, every item

in money and articles contributed throughout the whole year,

under the initials of the donors, or their place of abode, or other

wise, as they themselves wished it, without, however, in any one

instance giving the names of the donors; for I have all along

desired to hold out no inducement to the contributing for the sake

of applause. I feel grateful for every donation, even the smallest;

but if Tens of Thousands of Pounds could be obtained, by holding

out such an inducement, God continuing to help me, as He has

done hitherto in this matter, it would not be held out.

Another reason, which has especially weighed with me, to make

the alteration, is this. Hitherto all the donations have been

acknowledged by myself, in the form of a receipt, except the

donations were put into my own hands, and it was desired that

no such receipt should be sent. As the work, however, has so

greatly increased, it is necessary that I seek, in every way, to

put away work from myself, and still there will remain an immense

amount, which I myself must attend to. If, then, I were to con

tinue myself to sign all these receipts, which are sent out on the

reception of donations, I should retain, of necessity, this part of

the work, which, with other work, I find has become too much ;

ź. this has been necessary hitherto, as a guarantee to all who

now me but not my assistants, that the money reached me, and

was appropriated, according to their wish. I still mean, invariably,

to open all the letters, receive all the money, as heretofore, portion

out the donations, which are left at my disposal, and, as much as

E. sign receipts for these donations, with my own hand;

ut should I be necessarily otherwise occupied, or obliged to be

absent from Bristol, or otherwise prevented, the donors, in keeping

their receipts, and comparing them with the supplement to the

Report, will there find each donation, even the smallest, in money

or articles, accounted for; if it were not there, it would be a

proof, that it is not in our account-books, and had not come to

hand, in which case I should consider it a kindness to be at once

informed. Yea, I would earnestly request that in every instance,

in which donors, residing in the United Kingdom, do not receive

a receipt for their donation within one week after its being sent off,

they would kindly give me information; as that would show that

the donation has not come to hand, it being our rule to send off

receipts at once.

To save needless expense, there will be only one copy sent of
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this supplement to the Report, containing a list of every one of

the donations, though there should be several donors in the

same family, who all contribute through one individual; and the

donor, through whom they contribute, and to whom therefore this

supplement is sent, is respectfully requested to have the kindness

to show it to the other donors, so that each may thus be satisfied,

that his or her donation is accounted for. In case of anonymous

donors, their donations are accounted for in this supplement, as

the other donations, to be found under the date on which they

came to hand, and under the object for which they were contri

buted; but if the application was left to me, then they must look

for the date under the different headings for the various objects of

the Institution. Formerly I gave a list of anonymous donations in

money and articles, at the end of each Report, which, according to

this new arrangement, will be discontinued, for the sake of the

expense. I again, earnestly, request donors to have the kindness

to discontinue sending their donations anonymously; or, if they

will still do so, to put me at least in the way of being able to

acknowledge their donations, and of being able to send them a

Report. Thus, for instance, a kind anonymous donor in London

or the neighbourhood, who has sent me hundreds of pounds within

the last five or six years, under the initials H. B., and whose name

I do not know, each time enables me to send the receipt and

IReports to a certain house of business.

The order, which I purpose to follow in writing the Report, is

the same which has been adopted in former years, viz., I shall

first refer to matters connected with the present contemplated

enlargement of the Orphan work; then give a few specimens as

to the manner in which it pleased the Lord to supply me with

means for the School—, Bible—, Missionary— and Tract Fund;

next, give also some specimens as to the manner in which means

came in for the support of the 1274 Orphans who were under our

care during the past year; and lastly, enter upon the operations

of the various objects of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution

themselves. But, as this Report is intended for the spiritual

benefit of the reader, so, as God shall help me, the whole will be

interspersed with practical remarks, as either the subjects or dates

may lead to them, though these remarks should not be immediately

connected with giving an account of my stewardship.

I. Donations given towards the Building Fund of the intended

New Orphan Houses No. 4 and No. 5, for Eight Hundred

and Fifty Poor Children, bereaved of Both Parents by death.

Practical Remarks, Letters from Donors and Orphans, &c.

" In the twenty-second Report I gave, at length, the reasons

which led me to decide on a still further enlargement of the

Orphan work, so that the present accommodation for 1150

Orphans might be extended to that for 2000. The readers, who

are unacquainted with these reasons, are respectfully informed,
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that the Report, which contains them, may yet be obtained. I

can here only repeat, that, after much prayer and exercise of mind,

I determined, in dependance on the Living God alone, my never

failing Friend and Helper, to go forward, though this contemplated

enlargement would require not less than Fifty Thousand Pounds;

and though the current expenses for the work, already in existence,

were becoming larger and larger. In the last Report, the twenty

fifth, I showed how it had pleased the Lord to help me in con

nexion with this object, and that I had in hand on May 26, 1864,

#819,321. 7s. 1%d. The Christian reader will now feel interested

in learning, how, during the past year, the Lord was pleased to

deal with me in reference to this matter; and I give, therefore, a

further account regarding the Building Fund, but not, as in the

last Report, every single donation, but only some specimens,

whilst every one of the donations will be found in the supplement.

June 2, 1864. From Warwickshiref 100, with £28.8s. for printing

of Tracts, and £28. 8s. for the support of 31 Orphans for one month.

—From Holland 123 florins, with 123 florins for the support of the

Orphans.—June 4. From Clifton £3.6s. 8d., with £3.6s. 8d. for the

Orphans, and £3.6s. 8d. for myself—June 6. From Bedminster

£1.-June 7. From Barcelona, in Spain, £5.—June 20. From

K. S. £20.-June 24. From Australia £1., with £4. for the

School—, Bible—, Missionary— and Tract Fund, £1 for myself,

and £2.16s. for the poor of Bethesda.-From Ootacamund, East

Indies, £20–June 25. From one of the former Orphans 10s.-

July 5. From Warwickshire £100, with £28. 8s. for the support

of 81. Orphans for one month, £28.8s. for the printing of Tracts,

and £20, for the poor.—“As a thank-offering for preservation

from bad debts during the past six months,” £I., with £1. for the

Tract Fund, £2, for Missions, and £2. for the Orphans.—July 9.

From Clifton £7. 10s., with £7. 10s. for Missions, Bible and

Tract Fund, £10. for the Orphans, and £5. for myself.-July 11.

From the neighbourhood of Bridgewater £20.-July 20. From

“W. Lex’” £20–Aug. 3. From Warwickshire £100, with

#28. 8s. for printing Tracts, and £28. 8s. for the support of 31

Orphans for one month.—From a Bristol donor £20. with £20.

for the School—, Bible—, Missionary— and Tract Fund, and £10.

for myself— August 5. From Hongkong, China, £30.—From

Kent £10., with £10. for Italian Missions— Aug. 8. From Scot

land 8s., as a “Thank-offering for an abundant garden crop.”—

Aug. 10. From Nottinghamshire £20.—“A thank-offering from

Hertfordshire, for a special temporal benefit, granted after several

years of prayer and waiting,” 7s.6d.—Aug. 12. “From a mother

and daughter, as a thank-offering to God for restoration to health,”

&l. 1s.-Aug. 18. “In remembrance of a beloved husband,” £5.

–Aug. 19. From Blackheath £20, with £20. for the Orphans

and £10. for myself—From Greenock £100, with £80. for the

School—, Bible—, Missionary— and Tract Fund, £10. for Mr. C.,

and £10. for myself—Aug. 23. From a servant of the Lord Jesus,

who, constrained by the love of Christ, seeks to lay up treasure in
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heaven, £50.—Aug. 25. From “S. K.” £14, with £3. for the

Orphans, £3. for myself, 2s. for Reports, and articles for the

Orphans.—Aug. 27. From London £50, with £40, for the

School—, Bible—, Missionary—, and Tract Fund, and £10. for

myself—Aug. 30. “From E. S. K.” £20, 2s. 6d.

Sep. 2. From Warwickshire £100, with £28. 8s. for the print

ing of Tracts, and £28. 8s. for the support of 31 Orphans for one

month.-“From J. C.” £50, with £50 for the Orphans.”—From

the neighbourhood of Goole £10,–Sep. 13. Received 5s. from

one of the Orphans, formerly under our care, with the following

letter: “Dear and Respected Sir, May I be permitted the pri

vilege of sending you but a short note, knowing how precious

every moment is to you. I feel that to attempt to express my

heart-felt gratitude to you for all your parental care is more than

pen can write, and it is only when I reach Home that I shall be

able sufficiently to praise my Heavenly Father for having placed

me in the dear Orphan House, where I learnt to love Jesus at an

early age. Now I can say from the depth of my heart, that I

would not part with my Saviour for all that the world could give;

and seeing that the Lord has been pleased to remove my dearest

earthly treasure, I trust that it may be the means of leading me

into closer communion with Himself and making me more de

voted to His name and glory. May I have the privilege of ask

ing you to put the inclosed 5s, to the building of No. 4; for I

should be happy, if I could be the means of raising but one stone

towards another Home for poor Orphans; and my humble prayer

is, that you may have the joy of seeing yet very many brought to

Jesus. I am, Dear and Respected Sir, Yours very gratefully and

respectfully, * * * *.” The writer was some years since sent to

service, having been 12 years and 5 months under our care, and

5 years a believer, before she left us.-Sep. 16. From the North

of England £100..—Sep. 17. “From the estate of the late Miss

C. H., through her brother T. H. Esq.,” £1,000. T. H., Esq.

desires to spend the property of his departed sister, as he con

siders she would approve of, were she still living, and therefore

sends this £1,000 for the Building Fund.—Day by day I am wait

ing upon the Lord for means to be able to take active steps in

, this part of the work, and I need not say, therefore, how season

able and precious this donation was. But I confidently expect,

in the Lord's time and way, the whole amount yet needed.—

Sep. 27. Received £1.5s. from the House Girls of No. 2, (viz.,

the elder girls who are more immediately trained for situations,

after having left the School Room), with the following letter:

“Beloved and honoured Sir, May we once more be allowed the

privilege of expressing our love and gratitude to you, on this

another anniversary of your birthday, which, we sincerely hope,

will prove a very happy one; and that you may be spared to see

many more still happier, is our earnest desire.--It would give us

great pleasure to present you with some trifling article for your

own particular use; but as we are quite at a loss what to select,
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we think, perhaps, it will give you equal pleasure, if we ask your

acceptance of this small sum towards the Building Fund.—May

We |. allowed to embrace this opportunity of thanking you for

our pleasant holidays this summer, which we greatly enjoyed.

And now, with respectful love to dear Mrs. and Miss Müller, and

hoping you will accept the same yourself, We remain, Beloved

and honoured Sir, Yours gratefully and affectionately, The House

Girls of No. II.”—On the same day I received £1. 10s. from the

House Girls of No. I, with the following letter: “Dear and

Honoured Sir, Once again may we be allowed the happy pri

vilege and pleasure of wishing you many happy returns of your

birthday, and may we ask your acceptance of this trifle, which we

should like to put to the Building Fund, with our gratitude and

love to you. We feel that we can never repay, or be sufficiently

grateful, for all the unceasing care and kindness, which you so

constantly manifest towards us; but we hope, that, if spared to

leave the Orphan House, we shall seek to give pleasure and satis

faction, knowing that you are pleased to hear of our welfare after

we have left. We hope and trust, that your health is much

benefited, by the blessing of God, and that your valuable life may

long be spared, and your untiring efforts crowned with great suc

cess. We remain, Dear Sir, Yours gratefully and respectfully,

The House Girls of No. I.”—I received also from the Orphan

Boys £1,0s, 3}d. with the following letter: “Dear and Honoured

Sir, We, the Orphan Boys, are very glad to have another oppor

tunity of congratulating you on the return of another anniversary

of your birthday, and beg you to accept a small sum of money

towards the Building Fund of The New Orphan House No. 4,

where we hope many destitute Orphans, like ourselves, may find

shelter, and a happy home, which we have found. We also hope

that your valuable life will be spared for many years to come, to

be the orphans' friend and benefactor, and we hope, the blessing

of God will rest upon your labours. We desire to thank you for

the years of care you have bestowed upon us, and we hope that

our future years will prove, that it has not been in vain. It

pleased the Lord in the year 1859 to pour out His Holy Spirit

upon us, and He brought some of us to love the Saviour, the

fruits of which remain amongst us to this day. Please to accept

our kind regards, and please remember us to dear Mrs. Müller,

Miss Müller, and Miss Groves. We remain, Dear Sir, Yours

very gratefully and affectionately, The Orphan Boys.”—Lastly,

from the House Girls of No. 3 £1. 1s. was received, with the fol

lowing letter: “Dear and Respected Sir, –Again at this the re

turn of your birthday, we feel it a great pleasure to be permitted

to write a few lines to thank you for all your unceasing kindness

for so many years. We hope that the change you have so recently

taken has been beneficial to the recruiting of your health and

strength, and also of those who accompanied you. We sincerely

hope, that you may enjoy good health for many years to come,

and that you may long be spared to be the Orphans' friend and
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rotector. Dear Sir, we could not think of anything that would

e useful to you, and knowing the great desire of your heart to

raise another house, will you allow us to place the enclosed sum

at your disposal for that purpose. We remain, Dear Sir, Yours

atefully, The House Girls of No. 3.”—In addition to these

tters, I had also letters from the elder girls and Infant boys and

girls of No. 1; from the elder girls and Infants of No. 2; and

from the elder girls in the two departments of No. 3. But, though

these letters are of the same tone and character and value, they

are not given here, because they came together with little presents,

which these dear children sent to me for myself, while the former

came with donations for the Building Fund. The letters which

have been given may show to the reader the kind of position in

which I stand with regard to the Orphans whilst they are yet

under our care; and the letters which either have been given or

will be given, the writers of which are Orphans, formerly under

our care, will show, how I and the work generally stand towards

them after they have left us. Of the latter kind I might have

quoted very many, but have only selected a few comparatively.

I received also for the Building Fund on Sep. 27th 10s. 6d.

from one of the Orphans, who had been about sixteen years under

our care, and several years a believer before she left. In March

1854 she was sent out, and has continued to walk in the fear of

the Lord ever since.

Oct. 1. From Leamington a silver watch, a silver Albert chain,

and £8.2s. 6d. from 14 different donors.-Oct. 3. From Warwick

shire £100, £28. 8s. for the printing of Tracts, £28. 8s. for the

support of 31 Orphans for one month, and £20. for the poor.—

Oct. 12. From a servant of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained by

the love of Christ, seeks to lay up treasure in heaven, £40.—From

Edinburgh £2, a set of artificial teeth set in gold, and a piece of

teeth set in gold.—“From Hereford 5s. in postages, with 15s.

for the Orphans.”—Oct. 14. From a ship-owner, instead of in

suring his vessels, £100., with £100. for Missions, Home and

Foreign, £5. for Mr. C., and £5. for myself—From London £20.

–Oct. 15. From Scarborough £10, £5, £5., 10s., 5s, and £1.-

From Scotland £10., with £14. for the School—, Bible--, Mis

sionary— and Tract Fund, and £36. for the support of 3 Or

hans for one year.—Oct. 17. £2.10s. as “A grateful acknow

je. from the family party at Brymbo Hall.”—“One penny

on each sack of flour baked,” 19s.

Nov. 2. From Warwickshire £100., with £28. 8s. for printing

Tracts, and £28. 8s. for the support of 31 Orphans for one month.

—Nov. 3. Received from the neighbourhood of Hythe 10s. for

the Building Fund, with £1.. for the Orphans, which amount was

made up, by putting by, during the summer, one penny out of

every Shilling received by the sale of eggs, a halfpenny for every

pound of butter, and three pence for every couple of chickens.—

From Cambridge £25.10s, with £5. for myself—From Clifton £31.

10s.-From Ireland £4, with £1.. for myself—Received also Five

*&
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Thousand Pounds for the Building Fund, from a donor who desires

neither his name nor place where he resides to be known.

Do you rejoice with me, dear reader, in the receipt of this last

donation ? Does the greatness of the amount surprise you? Do

ou think it strange and marvellous, that I should receive such a

arge sum in one donation? Well, the donation indeed filled m

heart with inexpressible delight, because it was the fruit of thou

sands of prayers, and it brought me a decided step nearer the

time, when all prayers will be fully answered with regard to the

New Orphan Houses No. 4 and No. 5, as they have been fully

answered regarding No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3; but, while my heart

was filled with joy and gratitude, I remained calm, perfectly calm,

without the least excitement. Nor was I in the least surprised

at the greatness of the donation, for I look out for answers to my

prayers, and I expect much from that bountiful heart, which

spared not the Lord Jesus. If £10,000, yea £20,000, had been

given to me at once, it would not have surprised me. Nor was it

marvellous in my eyes, to receive so much at once; for God has

power as ever to give largely; and He has still some of His children

on earth who are so happy in Himself, and who so lay hold on

eternal life, as that they can afford to give up a good portion of

the possessions of this life, and, if called upon to do so, even all

they possess of this world, in order to do good.

In the last Report I stated, that I did not intend waiting be

fore taking active steps, until I had the whole Fifty Thousand

Pounds needed for the two houses, intended to be built; but that,

when I had one half of that amount, I purposed to take steps for

the building of one of the houses. I had now, through all that

had come in since May 26, 1864, including this last mentioned

donation, above Twenty Seven Thousand Pounds in hand. I had

patiently waited God's time. I had determined I would do

nothing, until I had the full half of the sum needed for the two

houses. But now, having above Two Thousand Pounds beyond

the half, I felt, after again seeking counsel from God, quite happy,

in taking steps for the purchase of land.

My eyes had been for years directed to a beautiful piece of

land, only separated by the turnpike-road from the ground on

which the New Orphan House No. 3 is erected. The land is

about 18 acres, with a small house and outhouses built on one

end thereof. Hundreds of times had I prayed, within the last

years, that God for Jesu's sake would count me worthy, to be

allowed to erect on this ground two more Orphan Houses; and

hundreds of times I had with a prayerful eye looked on this land,

yea, as it were, bedeved it with my prayers. I might have

bought it years ago; but that would have been going before the

Lord. I had money enough in hand to have paid for it years ago;

but I desired patiently, submissively, to wait God's own time,

and for Him to mark it clearly and distinctly that His time was

come, and that I took the step according to His will and by His

approval; for whatever I might apparently accomplish, if the work
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were mine, and not the Lord's, I could expect no blessing. But

now the Lord's mind was clearly and distinctly made manifest.

I had enough money in hand to pay for the land and to build one

house, and therefore I went forward, after having still asked the

Lord for guidance, and being assured that it was His will that I

should take active steps. The first thing I did was, to see the

agent who acted for the owner of the land, and to ask him, whether

the land was for sale. He replied that it was, but that it was let

till March 25th, 1867. He said that he would write for the price.

Here now a great difficulty at once presented itself, that the land

was let for two years and four months longer, whilst it appeared

desirable that I should be able to take possession of the land in about

six months, viz., as soon as the conveyance could be made out, and

the plans be ready for the New Orphan House No.4, and arrange

ments be made with contractors. But I was not discouraged by

this difficulty; for I expected, through prayer, to make happy and

satisfactory arrangements with the tenant, being willing to give

him a fair compensation for leaving before his time was expired.

But, before I had time to see about this, two other great difficulties

presented themselves: the one was, that the owner asked £7,000.

for the land, which I judged to be considerably more than the

value of the land; and the other, that I heard that the Bristol

Water-Works’ Company intended to make an additional reservoir

for their water, on this very land, and to get an Act of Parliament

passed to that effect.

Pause here for a few moments, esteemed reader. You have

seen, how the Lord had brought me so far, with regard to pecu

niary means, as that I felt now warranted to go forward; and I

may further add, that I was brought to this point as the result of

thousands of times praying regarding this object; and that there

were, also, many hundreds of children waiting for admission; and

et, after the Lord Himself so manifestly had appeared on our

łº, by the donation of £5,000., He allows this apparent death

blow to come upon the whole. But thus I have found it hundreds

of times during the past 39 years. The difficulties, which the

Lord is pleased to allow to arise, are only allowed, under such

circumstances, for the exercise of our faith and patience; and

more prayer, more patience, and the exercise of faith, will remove

the difficulties. Now, as I knew the Lord, these difficulties were .

no insurmountable difficulties to me, for I put my trust in Him,

according to that word: “The Lord also will be a refuge for the

oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they that know thy

name will put their trust in thee: for thou, Lord, hast not for

saken them that seek thee.” Psalm ix. 9, 10. I gave myself,

therefore, earnestly to prayer concerning all these three especial

difficulties which had arisen regarding the land. I prayed several

times daily about the matter, and used the following means.

1, I saw the Acting Committee of the Directors of the Bristol

Water-Works' Company regarding their intended reservoir on

the land, which I was about to purchase, and stated to them, what
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I had seen in print concerning their intentions. They courteously

stated to me, that only a small portion of the land would be

required, not enough to interfere with my purpose; and that, if

this could be avoided, even this small portion should not be

taken. 2, This being settled, I now saw the tenant, after many

rayers; for I desired, as a Christian, that if this land was bought,

it should be done under amicable circumstances with regard to

him. At the first interview, I stated my intentions to him, but at

the same time expressed my desire that the matter should be done

under pleasant circumstances with regard to himself. He stated

to me that he would consider the matter, and desired a few days

for that purpose. After a week I saw him again, and he then

stated in a kind way, that, as the land was wanted for such an

object, he would not stand in the way; but that, as he had laid out

a good deal on the house and land, he expected a compensation

for leaving it, before his time was up. As I, of course, was quite

willing to give a fair and reasonable compensation, I considered

this as a very precious answer to prayer. 3, I now entered upon

the third difficulty, the price of the land. I knew well how much

the land was worth to the Orphan Institution ; but its value to

the Institution was not the market value. I gave myself, there

fore, day by day, to prayer, that the Lord would constrain the

owner to accept a considerably lower sum than he had asked; I

also pointed out to him why it was not worth as much as he asked.

At last he consented to take £5,500. instead of £7,000., and I

accepted the offer; for I knew that by the level character of the

land we should save a considerable sum for the two houses, and

that by the new sewer, which only a few months before had been

completed, running along under the turnpike road near the field,

we should be considerably benefited. In addition to these two

points I had to take into the account, that we can have the gas

from Bristol, as in the three houses already in operation. And

lastly, the most important point of all, the nearness of this piece

of land to the other three houses, so that all could easily be under

the same direction and superintendence. In fact, no other piece

of land, near or far off, would present so much advantage to us, as

this spot, which the Lord thus so very kindly had given to us.

All being now settled, I proceeded to having the land conveyed to

the same trustees who stood trustees for the New Orphan Houses

No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3. I have thus minutely dwelt on these

various matters for the encouragement of the reader, that he may

not be discouraged by difficulties, however great and many and

varied, but give himself to prayer, trusting in the Lord for help,

yea expecting help, which, in His own time and way, He will

surely grant. I now refer further to some of the donations, which

the Lord has been pleased to send me since Nov. 3, 1864, when I

received that donation of £5,000.

Nov. 16. Received the following letter from a minister of

Christ : “My dear Brother, Many thanks for your 25th Report,

which I received some weeks ago, and which it has done me much

B
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good to read, May the Lord deal yet more graciously with you

in the future than He has already done. I enclose a Post Office

Order for £1.5s., of which a sovereign is for your Building Fund,

and 5s. for your own personal use. The other enclosure (£5.)

is for you to dispose of as you think best. The donor's initials

are H. P. I cannot refrain from testifying to the good which the

Lord has been pleased to send to my soul through the instrumen

tality of youri. and your History of His Dealings with

ou. I have for some time tried, though with but weak and

alting faith, to follow out many of the hints which are there

given; and, especially, I have made it a matter of conscience to

give to God's cause a fixed proportion of my income, and as much

above that, as at the end of the year I find I can spare. I would

not give up this plan now on any account. I have found a

real blessing, in following it out ; and not only so, but it is the

best of all the many safeguards which I have tried, against what

I know to be a besetting sin of mine—the love of money—

covetousness, which is idolatry. I have often trembled when I

have thought of the case of Judas, the first Christian minister,

who yielded to this vile sin, and have besought God with tears to

save me from coming into his condemnation. I believe I can trace

an answer to this prayer in the feeling which has led me for three

years past to devote never less than a tenth, and last year an

eighth, of my income to Him. Please remember me in your

prayers as an unworthy brother minister, beset with many tempta

tions, yet who has obtained help of the Lord hitherto: and with

sincerest and most fervent prayers for a blessing on yourself and

all your Christian labours, allow me to subscribe myself affection

ately yours, * * * *.”—Nov. 17. From a Bristol donor £20, with

#20. for the Orphans, and £10, for the other objects.-Nov. 18.

“A thank-offering to God for the gift of a first child,” £5., with

£5. for the Orphans.—Nov. 23. From London £100.—Nov. 26.

“From an officer of the Indian army” £10, with £10. for the

Orphans, £10. for Missions out of India, £5. for Home Missions,

£10. for the Schools, £10. for the Bible Fund, £5. for the Tract

Fund, and £10 for myself. This man of God joyfully lays down,

year after year, at the feet of the Lord, all that he is intrusted

with by Him.

Dec. 2. Received 14s. 6d. with the following statement: “I

duly received your Report, for which I am much obliged. Since

reading that there were 990 Orphans waiting for admission, and

No. 4 not begun, I have laid by one penny on every article sold

in my outfitting department, and this order is already the result.

I had intended waiting till March next, till I had been here a

year and taken stock; but the 990 Orphans, left without any,

perhaps, of the many blessings they might receive under your

care, prompted this small effort, and I have *} received more

than a hundredfold in blessings in so doing.”—From Warwick

shire £100, with £28. 8s. for printing Tracts, and £28. 8s. for

the support of 31 Orphans for one month.-Dec. 14. “The amount
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of two years' insurance” £6., with £6.1s. 6d. for the Orphans.—

Dec. 17. From “W. R.” £80.—Dec. 23. From Nelson, New

Zealand, 10s, with £4. 10s. for the Orphans. Dec. 31. From

Darjeeling, India, £1.4s. 6d., with £1.4s. 6d. for the Orphans and

2s. for Reports. At the close of this year I find, that from

Jan. 1, 1864 to Dec. 31, 1864, altogether 639 Orphans have been

applied for. The reader who has any feeling for the destitute will

not, therefore, be surprised, that I should continue to labour on in

prayer with all earnestness, soon to be allowed of God the pri

vilege of being able to build two other houses, and thus to accom

modate altogether 2,000 Orphans, instead of the 1,150, which we

have now under our care.

Jan. 2, 1865. Received 5s. from one of the Orphans, formerly

under our care, and now in service.—Jan. 3. From Warwickshire

fl00., with £28.8s. for the support of 31 Orphans for one month,

£28. 8s. for printing of Tracts, and £20 for the poor.—Jan. 17.

From Devonshire £64.—Jan. 18. From Clifton £10., with £10.

for Missions and £30. for the Orphans.—Jan. 27. From China

#7.15s. 2d.—From Weston-super-Mare £50.

Feb. 2. From Chatham £10, with £5. for myself—Feb. 3.

From a Warwickshire donor £100, with £28. 8s. for printing

Tracts, and £28. 8s. for the support of 31 Orphans for one month.

—Feb. 11. From one of the former Orphans, now an apprentice,

10s.-Feb. 18. From the neighbourhood of Hertford £20.—Feb.

20. From Cambridgeshire £10, with £20. for the Orphans.

March 8. From Port Glasgow £16., with £2. for Foreign Mis

sions, and £2. for the Orphans.—From a Warwickshire donor

£100, with £28. 8s. for the printing of Tracts, and £28. 8s. for

the support of 31 Orphans for one month.--From Jersey £5.-

From Roscrea, Ireland, £1.—March 9. This day the conveyance

of the land, which I had purchased for No. 4 and No. 5, was

signed and the money paid. Week after week had passed, and

many weeks, before all was completed, and a great many things had

to be settled in order to prove the title, in every way, good; but

all these many hindrances were satisfactorily overcome; and now,

in answer to many prayers, I carried off the deeds. But, as I have

found it hundreds of times in my experience during the last 35

years, since I have in more diff. simplicity sought to trust in

God for everything, so it was at this time also, viz., the Lord had

no sooner answered prayer, and according to my trust in Him

helped me, than He allowed circumstances to occur, in which faith

should be further exercised, and more prayer still called for.

When I was on the very point of leaving Bristol for Warrington

for the signature of the deeds and for obtaining them, I received

information, that a donor, who for 20 months, month after month,

had sent me £100. for the Building Fund, £28. 8s. for the print

ing of Tracts, and £28. 8s. for the support of 31 Orphans, had

died, and, as one of the very last things he did, he kindly had sent

me again this donation, which I received on the 8th. The same

donor had, also, previous to these last twenty months, sent me for
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19 months, month by month, £28. 8s. for the printing of Tracts,

and £28s. 8s. for the support of the Orphans. And previous

again to that he had kindly sent me various donations, amounting

to several hundred pounds besides, so that altogether about

£5,000 or nearly so, must have been sent to me by him. This

dear Christian donor was now removed, suddenly removed. And

what, you ask, dear Reader, was the effect made upon my mind?

The news found me in peace, the news was read in peace, and the

news did not for a moment rob me of my peace. I thanked God,

for having continued this dear donor to me so long; I thanked

God that He had taken this His dear servant to Himself in peace.

I was no more disturbed in mind, and no more made anxious by

the removal of this donor, who had contributed after the rate of

about £1,900 a year, during the last 20 months, than if some

one had been removed who had only given a few shillings or a few

pounds yearly. , Should any one ascribe this to ingratitude, such

would be entirely mistaken. I felt the kindness of the dear de

parted Christian gentleman much. I had for a very long time

º. daily for him and for each member of his dear family; and

have also continued to pray for the bereaved widow and each of

the children since ; and, as long as life is continued to me, I shall

remember the kindness of the dear departed one; but yet I was

without the least particle of anxiety. God remained to me. God

who had moved the heart of His servant to help me, remained to

e; this was my comfort; this kept me from even the smallest

egree of anxiety. Many times I have been similarly situated.

One donor after another, who contributed much, has been re

moved; many such have been removed; but God, my never failing

Friend and Helper, has remained to me. One died who had

given me Thousands of Pounds; but God remained, and the work

went on. Another died who had given me Thousands of Pounds

but God remained, and the work went on, and was enlarged still

more. Another died who had given me thousands of pounds; but

the work went on, and was enlarged far more still. And thus, .

whatever changes have befallen me as to donors, by death, by their

alteration of circumstances, by their alteration of heart towards

God, He, the Living God, has more and more helped me, and done

so more and more manifestly. The reason why I have so parti

cularly dwelt upon this point, is, to show the blessedness of really

knowing God, trusting in Him and in Him alone, being satisfied

with Him and with Him alone; this, and this alone gives real,

true, Scriptural independence. I would desire to be thankful for

Two Pence, and even to express this thankfulness; but a donation

of Twenty Thousand Pounds, or even Fifty Thousand Pounds at

once, should not, by the help of God, lead me to trust in the

donor, even in any degree, but alone in God. And thus acting,

viz., trusting alone in God, when the Irish famine prevailed from

1846 to 1847, we went on more easily than in any previous year;

because we trusted in God, and were helped, though so many

charitable contributions were sent to Ireland. The same was the
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case at the time of the Crimean war, and at the time of the

Lancashire distress in the cotton districts, on account of the

American war. And, as I said before, thus it has been when one

after the other of our donors, and not a few such, who had con

siderably contributed, were removed; because God, who has the

hearts of all men in His hands, touched the hearts of others,

making them to see the honour and the preciousness of the privi

lege, of contributing to His work; and so it has come, that we

have been always helped, and more and more, instead of less and

less, because we were only trusting in God and not in donors, though

thankful to each of them for their kindness in helping us. In

this spirit, by the grace of God, we mean to go on to the end of

our course, for the sake of honouring God, and for the sake of

proving to the Church and to the world, what may be accomplished

simply by prayer and faith; and it were better, that we should

soon be removed hence, than to depart from this path, which has

been happily, satisfyingly, and successfully pursued for 35 years,

and, we humbly trust, for the spiritual good of not a few of our

fellow disciples.

March 10. £20, with this statement: “I enclose you here

with a cheque for £20, in grateful acknowledgment of the

blessings vouchsafed me in my business, through another year.

Please apply it as the last, half to the enlargement of your Or

phan Work, and half to Missions.”—March 20. From Yorkshire,

£25.—March 23. From Greenock £30, with £20. for Missions,

£5. for Mr. C., £5. for myself, and some articles for the Or.

phans.—March 24. From New Zealand £2., with 1s. and 2s. 6d.

for the Orphans.

April 8. From one of the former Orphans, now in service, 10s.,

with this letter: “Beloved and Respected Sir, It is with great

leasure I ask your acceptance of the enclosed trifle, to be taken

for the Building Fund, or otherwise, if more needed. Hoping you

are well, together with Mrs. Müller and Miss Groves, Believe me

to remain, Beloved Sir, Your grateful and respectful Orphan

* * * *.” This dear girl was about 8 years and 3 months under

our care, four years of which time she had been a believer.

She was sent out in 1858, and has been nearly 7 years now in the

same place, with a godly mistress, and has continued to walk in

the fear of the Lord.—Apr. 10. From Tunbridge Wells £25.-

Apr. 13. From one of the former Orphans, now in service, 5s.-

Apr. 20. From the neighbourhood of Blandford £5. 1s.-Apr. 22.

From Southampton £10., with £10. for Missions.—Apr. 24. From

“W. Lex,” £5.-“For a corner stone” £20., “as an acknow

ledgment of the hand of God, in affliction.”—Apr. 29. From

Middlesex £100, being the proceeds of a piece of land.—May 1.

From London £50–May 3. From London £10. 10s.—May 5.

From Bayswater a writing desk and a new gold chain for the

Building Fund and the support of the Orphans, with £2, for

Missions, £1. for the Bible—, Tract—, and School Fund, and

£2. for myself—May 19. From Clifton £5., with £5. for the
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Orphans, and £5. for myself—May 20. From Iowa, U.S., £10,

with £5. for Mr. C.—May 24. From Towcester, from 69 donors,

f10. 7s. 8d.—May 26. By interest on the money in hand, which

is invested, till required, £1,191. 10s. 5d. By drawbacks on

Property-Tax £27.7s. 5d.

I make the following remarks in connexion with the Building

Fund. -

1, The total income for this object alone, during the past year,

was £11,033. 17s. 3}d., so that, with the £19,321. 7s. 1; d. in

hand on May 26, 1864, then would have been on May 26, 1865,

£30,355. 4s. 5d.; but, of this sum, £130. 8s. was expended in

connecting the drains of the New Orphan Houses No. 1, No. 2

and No. 3 with the main-sewer, recently constructed, and in

making a small additional drain; £5,500. was paid for the pur

chase of the land for the intended New Orphan Houses No. 4

and No. 5; and £88.19s. the conveyance of the land to trustees

and enrollment of the deeds in Chancery cost: so that, on May

26, 1865, the amount in hand was £24,635. 17s. 5d.

2, As soon as the conveyance was actually made, the land

paid for, and the deeds were in my possession, which took place

on March 9, 1865, I proceeded to the plans for No. 4, when it

was found, that serious disadvantages, and a considerable addi

tional cost would be connected with building only one house at a

time, instead of the two at one time, or, at least, commencing

them together with as little interval as possible. The points that

came before us were these. The land is about 1,500 feet long and

about 500 feet wide. In building the two houses it would be

necessary, in order to suit our purposes, to build them both the

long side of the field, so that both of them would occupy about

1,100 feet. Now in doing so, if that house were built first which

would be furthest from the turnpike road, and afterwards the one

near the turnpike road, we should have to make a new road, going

round the one nearest the road, whilst being built, as it would be

impracticable to pass through the ground filled with material, full

of dirt and clay, and where about a hundred workmen would be

occupied. But this would involve the additional expense of a

long temporary road, which would have to be removed again,

and the land to be made good again for cultivation, all of which

would be connected with considerable expense, time, loss of good

arable land for two or three years, besides the expenses connected

with fencing off the land. But if the house nearest the road

were built first, then, while that house would be ready to be

opened, the road must be round that house and land belonging to

it, in order to have access to the building spot for the further

one. Moreover, in either case, the presence of a hundred work

men near a newly opened public Institution, would be most un

desirable, if it possibly could be avoided. And lastly, if the two

houses were built at#. times, the double amount of salary

for a clerk of the works would have to be paid, whilst one.

of the works could well superintend the two houses. But by
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this one item, if the two houses were built at the same time, we

should save at least £300, and by having from the commencement

only that one road, which we mean finally to use, and keeping the

land, which is not needed for the building itself, undisturbed, we

should not only save several hundred pounds more, but also save.

the expenses connected with fencing off, making good the land

again, and also avoid the dirt, dust, and disorder, necessarily near

a large building which is being erected, besides not having the

many workmen close to the one new house, just opened. After,

therefore, looking again and again at these various points, greatly as

I longed, and more than ever continue to do so, that the operations

of the building should commence soon, it appeared to me de

sirable, yet patiently to wait the Lord's time, for some more

money, whereby I should be enabled to begin both houses at the

same time. From what has been stated above about the income,

the reader will have seen, that out of the Fifty Thousand Pounds

needed for the two houses, above Thirty Thousand Pounds have

come in, so that only about Ten thousand Pounds more are needed,

to meet all the expenses connected with the building of the two

houses; for the remaining Ten Thousand Pounds for fittings and

furniture would only be needed when the houses are built, or

nearly so. Now as the Lord has been pleased to send me durin

the past year above Eleven Thousand Pounds for the Building

Fund,ºas by commencing the two houses at the same time the

whole would be completed considerably earlier, than if one house

at a time were built, I am by this, in addition to all the other

reasons given, led to a more decided conviction, that it is better to

wait till God shall have in His great kindness and in pity and

compassion to the many hundreds of Orphans now waiting for ad

mission, sent me Ten Thousand Pounds more. He can do this in

a very short time if He please. In the mean time I continue to

wait on Him, and delighted shall I be to begin actual operations

on that very land, so admirably in every way suited, which the

Lord has so very kindly given, especially as again, from Jan 1,

1865 to May 26, 1865, therefore in less than 5 months, 276 Or

phans have been applied for to be admitted, and generally daily

fresh applications are being made. . From Jan. 1, 1864, to May

26, 1865, viz. in 17 months, altogether 915 Orphans have been

applied for to be admitted. -

3, The donors who desire part, or the whole of their donations

to be placed to the Building Fund, are respectfully requested to

state it, when sending their donations,

I now proceed to the next part of the Report.

II. Supplies for the School—, Bible —, Missionary—, and Tract

Fund, sent in answer to prayer. Letters from Donors. Prac

tical remarks, &c. -

I can again refer only to a few out of the many donations,

which have been given for these Objects; but every donor may see

his donation or donations, given during the year, under this head
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; in the supplement, in which every single donation is to be

ound.

June 8. Received from the West of England £5. The disposal

of it being left to me, I took it for these Objects. The kind

anonymous donor has this year also, as several years previously,

repeated this donation twelve times. I thank this kind anonymous

donor for this his long continued kindness. I am, in return, ask

ing from God, day by day, temporal and spiritual blessings for

himself and his. I also take this opportunity of thanking all the

anonymous donors for their contributions, yet, at the same time,

once more earnestly repeat my request, that they would not send

their donations anonymously, or, if they have decided reasons for

doing so, to put me at least in a way whereby I may be able to

acknowledge their donations, and send them a Report.—June 13.

From Canada West £8.3s 8d.—June 20. £1, as “An offering

from a little legacy.”—June 22. From the neighbourhood of

Huddersfield £20.-June 25. From Norfolk £50.-June 30.

From London for Missions £5.—From Truro for Missions £5.

July 1. From Thetford £1.1s. 6d. as “Proceeds of a Mission

Box,” for Foreign Missions.—From Worcestershire £30. for Mis

sions, £30, for the Orphans, and £6, for myself—July 5. From

Reading £10. for Foreign Missions,—July 6. From Cumberland

£20. for Missions.—July 8. From the neighbourhood of Enstone

#23. 10s. 6d. for Foreign Missions, and £3.16s. 6d. and £7. 15s.

for the Orphans.—From Chadlington 9s. 6d. for Foreign Missions.

—July 11. From a Bristol Donor £30. for Missions, with £30.

for the Orphans—From Essequibo, British Guiana, £5–July

18. From Norfolk £25.—“Instead of insuring plate glass win

dows” 11s. 6d.—July 23. From Clanfield “the produce of a Mis

isionary basket” £9.5s. 2d., and from Missionary boxes £1.19s. 1d.,

for , Missions, with 4s. for the Orphans. – July 25. From

Christians at Harrington £1. 10s. for Missions. – July 27.

From Homerton £5.-From Verulam, Natal, £2.10s., with £2.

10s, for the Orphans.—July 28. From the neighbourhood of

Stirling £20. for Foreign Missions.

Aug. 1. From a Herefordshire donor £20. for Foreign Missions,

with £10. for myself—Aug. 2. From Pentonville £5. for Home

Missions, £5, for Foreign Missions, and £10. for the Orphans.—

Aug. 3. From a donor then in London £25., with £50, for the

Orphans, and £25. for myself.

In connexion with the donations which have been referred to,

it has been repeatedly mentioned, that presents were added for

myself. I therefore repeat, what has been stated in previous

Beports, for the sake of those readers who are unacquainted with

them, that in the year 1830, now nearly 35 years since, I gave up my

regular salary, in connexion with the ministry of the Word. The

reasons which I had for doing so are fully given in my Narrative,

referred to at the back of the Title page of this Report, and may

be seen in the first volume of the sixth edition, pages 68 and 69.

During these 35 years I have had neither salary nor any regular
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just this, which afterwards was so he

income, either in connexion with the ministry of the Word, or as

Director of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home and

Abroad; but whilst I have been without any certain income, so

far as human arrangements, or prospects, or circumstances were

concerned, my Heavenly Father has supplied not only all my need,

but has given me by far more than I needed, by putting it into the

hearts of His dear children to remember my temporal necessities,

and to send me supplies in money, clothes, provisions, etc. I take

delight in glorying in the Lord, even in this, to show what a

blessed thing it is, to trust in Him. In connexion with this

subject, however, I cannot help making the following remarks.

1, Let no one attempt such a course in the way of imitation. If

any were to do it, because I have done it, and gone on successfully

for 35 years in this way, they would soon find, that, for want of

real acquaintance with God, and, therefore, want of trust in Him,

the difficulties would overpower them. 2, If any one goes this way,

he must be prepared for trials of faith, it may be even very sharp

trials. I had them, and had them, at one period, for nearly 5 years

without intermission. But those seasons were blessed seasons to

my soul; and, having been enabled, invariably, to hold fast my

confidence in God, by His upholding grace, my faith was greatly

strengthened through its exercise. 8,. If any one pursues this

course, and desires to be happy in God in this path, and to do

well in it, two things are needful; a, he must not merely say Itrust

in God, but he must do so. When I took the step which I have

spoken of, I determined, by the help of God, that I would neither

directly nor indirectly ask my fellow believers, but God only for

my supplies; nor make known my wants to others directly or in

directly. To come to this latter point required more grace and

strength of faith, than the giving .# of my salary; yet it was

pful to me, and so increased

my faith. Without it, there is the constant danger of looking

off from God to man or circumstances; and thus faith, instead of

being strengthened, is weakened. I have known very many in

stances, during the past 35 years, in which believers, professing to

do as I have been enabled to do, were not happy in their position,

and the reason was, because they gave hints of their need, in the

hour of trial, and thus were not peacefully looking to the Lord

alone for their needed supplies. ... If we say, that we trust in God,

He will surely reply by His dealings with us, as if He spake by an

audible voice: I will now see, whether you really trust in me, or

whether you only say so. Then, if it be real trust, it will be soon

proved as such, and will surely be honoured by God. b, Another

point of deep moment is, that such a course of action can be only

a happy course, if we are willing to be the Lord's stewards over

that, with which He is pleased to intrust us. If, for instance,

when He is pleased to give us much, we hold this for ourselves,

as if we were owners, and not stewards, we shall not find this

course either a happy or a successful one; but, if we are willing

to remain only stewards, and continue to trust in Him, and in
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Him alone, we shall have peace and joy in God, and increasingly
so, and shall become better and better acquainted with §
Himself. -- - -

... Aug. 6. From believers at Wellington £5., for Foreign Mis

sions.—Aug. 10. From a Mission box at Thetford £1. 17s. 1d.—

Aug. 16. From London £20–From Kendal £5–Aug. 17. From

a donor, then in the North of England, £50, for Missions.—Aug.

20. From Calcutta £10.-Aug. 22. From one of the former Or.

phans 5s. for Missions, with 5s. for the Orphans.—Aug. 23. From

a servant of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained by the love of

Christ, seeks to lay up treasure in heaven, £50.-Aug. 26.

Anonymously from “P. B.” £90, with £15. for myself.

Sep. 2 Received £1, with the following letter: “Beloved

Brother, On reading your last Report, my wife said to me, “Let

us give a certain portion of our income to the Lord.” It was

agreed, and beginning with the Lord's tithe, we calculated our

necessary expenses, as to what a small tenement we draw rent for

would be, and we laid aside what was a tithe of the overplus, for

the Lord. This has thrown a much larger amount into my hands

for distributing among the poor and sick, whom I daily visit. A

kind friend, who knows we depend on the Lord principally for

our support, since we gave up the School, sent us £5., a tithe of

which was immediately laid up for the Lord. In an hour or two

after, É20, of an old debt came in, of which we expected to re

ceive but little. This also was tithed, and we send you some o

the tithings, as a thank-offering to the Lord, a few other claims

lying elsewhere. One has such satisfaction in thus dealing with

and for God, that one feels repaid in joy, to serve Him. How

long we have been in beginning! May the rich Giver still bless

ou and send you plenty of water, both naturally and spiritually

Yours truly * * * *”—Sep. 9. From Old Aberdeen 30s. for Mis

sions, with 30s. for the Orphans. Also £5. for Missions from a

Missionary Box.-Sep. 17. From Cheltenham £1.2s., being the .

contents of a Missionary Box.— From Thetford £1. 2s. 1d. for

Foreign Missions, from a Missionary Box, with 2s. 6d. and ls,

for the Orphans. The following letter, received with 2s. 6d. worth

of postage stamps, from Worcestershire, shows what a variety of

ways the Lord is pleased to use in order to supply us with means

for His work: “I)ear Sir-Having read your Report, I felt it my

duty to give to the Lord the fruit of a little tree in my garden,

for you to do what you think best. I have given the tree to the

Lord, and the fruit to His glory, which amounts to 2s. 6d., my

elf being a poor man, but, I hope, rich in faith, an heir of His

kingdom. Dear Sir, Yours in Christ “***" I have received

donations of Thousands of Pounds, yea as much as £8,100 at

once; and during this year also, as has been stated, £5,000, at

one time. I have received also Thousands of donations amounting

only to £1., or one Shilling, or one penny. But whether one

penny or £8,100: all the donations come from God. In even

one of them I seek to realize His hand. I would indeed fee
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grateful to the donors even for the smallest contribution; but yet

I would particularly seek to recognize that it is God, who moves

their hearts, to help me in His work. The above donation of

2s. 6d. shows, that even the poor, yea the very poor, may have the

privilege of contributing to the spread of the Gospel, if they

please. Here is a poor man, who gives a little tree in his garden

to the Lord, and purposes in his heart, that what the tree bears,

shall be the Lord's. At last the fruit is ripe, it is sold, and the

proceeds, amounting to 2s. 6d., are sent. Another may be in

more prosperous circumstances, and may be able to send £2.10s.

Another may be able, by the blessing of God upon his business,

to send £250, and another £2,500., and another still more; but

whether little or much, to do what we do unto the Lord, con

strained by the love of Christ, is the great point; and to give

according to our ability, whether that ability be great or small,

is another important point. The reader is also requested to

notice that the donations come not only from various parts of the

United Kingdom, but almost from all parts of the World. There

are few countries from which I have not had donations. They

chiefly come from individuals unknown to me personally, and, in

many instances, even anonymously. But all come as the result

of prayer, unasked for on our part. We wait on God, day by

day wait on God, and expect answers to our prayers; and, as the

days come, so come the answers. There is seldom a day passing,

without many donations being received, but generally from very

unlikely quarters, to make the hand of God the more manifest,

and to encourage us more and more, to wait on Him, and to re

cognize His hand, and to ascribe all to Him. This we gladly do.

We gladly give Him all the glory in this matter; and so it comes,

that He honours us more and more, and uses us more and more,

and enlarges our stewardship more and more. Were we to

ascribe the help we receive to the Reports, to our personal in

fluence, to anything we have done or could do; we should soon be

confounded; God would soon let us see how entirely powerless we

are in ourselves. When the second Report of the Institution
was º, giving an account of a period of the first #

months of its operations, the total income for that period had

been £617, 19s. 83d. When the Eighth Report was published,

giving an account of a period of 26 months and 4 days, the in

§. had been during that period £3,588. 7s. 8d. When the

Seventeenth Report was published, in the year 1856, the income

for the past one year only had been £14,588. 5s. 10; d. And

now, after more than 31 years have elapsed, since the commence

ment of the Institution, the total of the income during the year

of which this Twenty Sixth Report speaks, has been altogether

3:30,039.4s. 11; d. "See what God . do! See what He can

do simply through prayer and faith? I doubt not that the simple,

hearted Christian reader will be ready to say, prayer and#:
#. indeed accomplished much in the history of thejº
nowledge Iñstitution for Home and Abroad. Well, d.



Reader, if you allow it, let me affectionately advise you, to apply

. faith and prayer to your own individual circumstances at all times,

however you may be situated, and you will find faith and prayer to

be as efficacious as we have found it. The very object of the Or

phan Work was, primarily, the glory of God, in showing how

much prayer and faith could do, and to show this for the benefit

of the Church at large; because, while the writer saw that many

things were wanting in the Church at large, he judged that

nothing was so much needed as an increase of faith; and there

fore he would gladly be a servant, to this end, for the benefit of

his weaker brethren in the faith.

The joy which answers of prayer give, cannot be described; and

the impetus which they thus afford to the spiritual life is exceed

ingly great. The experience of this happiness I desire for all my

Christian readers. , Nor is there any thing to hinder any believer

from having these joys. If you believe indeed in the Lord Jesus

for the salvation of your soul, if you walk uprightly and do not

regard iniquity in your heart, if you continue to wait patiently,

and believingly upon God; then answers will surely be given to

your prayers. You may not be called upon to serve the Lord in

the way in which the writer does, and therefore may never have

answers to prayer respecting such things as are recorded here;

but, in your various circumstances, as to your family, your business,

your profession, your church position, your labour for the Lord in

any way, etc., you may have answers as distinct as any which may

be here recorded.

... Should this, however, be read by any who are not believers in

the Lord Jesus, but who are going on in the carelessness or self

righteousness of their unrenewed hearts, then I would affection

ately and solemnly beseech such, first of all to be reconciled to

God by faith in the Lord Jesus. You are sinners. You deserve

punishment. If you do not see this, ask God to show it unto

you. Let this now be your first and especial prayer. Ask God

also to enlighten you not merely concerning your state by nature,

but especially to reveal the Lord Jesus to your heart., God sent

Him, that He might bear the punishment, due to us guilty sinners.

God accepts the obedience and sufferings of the Lord Jesus, in

the room of those who depend upon Him for the salvation of their

Souls; and the moment the sinner believes in the Lord Jesus, he

obtains the forgiveness of all his sins. When thus the sinner

is reconciled to God, by faith in the Lord Jesus, and has obtained

the forgiveness of his sins, he has boldness to enter into the

presence of God, to make known his requests unto God; and

the more he is enabled to realize, that his sins are forgiven,

and that God, for Christ's sake, is well pleased with those who

believe on Him, the more ready he will be to come with all his

wants, both temporal and spiritual, to his Heavenly Father, that

He may supply them. But as long as the consciousness of un

pardoned guilt remains, so long shall we be kept at a distance from

God, and especially also as it regards prayer. Therefore, dear
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reader, if you are an unforgiven sinner, let your first and especial

subject of prayer be, that God would be pleased to reveal to your

heart the Lord Jesus, His beloved Son.

Sep. 27. From Clevedon £15, with £5 for myself.

Oct. 3. £10 for Foreign Missions, with the following PostScript

in the donor's letter. “You know there are many opinions among

Christians, who desire conscientiously to devote their talents to

God's service, as to how much to give. What I think Scriptural

is some such plan as I adopt, viz. many years ago, 1 gave 5 per

cent. on my gross earnings; then, as my business increased, 10 per

cent.; and now, that it is by God's blessing still larger, bringing

in more than my large family (eight children) need for their support

and good education, I give 15 per cent, as the minimum.”

I add the following remarks to this Post Script. 1, The writer

says, “There are many opinions among Christians, who desire

conscientiously to devote their talents to God's service.” This,

undoubtedly, is true; and, as the Lord bears with these different

opinions, so should we bear one with another regarding them.

Moreover, there is no command given as to the amount which the

believer in the Lord Jesus should give of his property back to

the Lord, as under the former dispensation, when the tenth part

was enjoined; for it is the will of the Lord concerning us, that

we should seek to enter into the depth of that grace and love of

God, which led Him not to spare His only begotten Son, but to

deliver Him up for us. When this is done, the heart says, accord

ing to the Scriptures, “I am bought with a price, I am not my

own.” “The precious blood of the Lord Jesus has redeemed me,

I am not my own.” With all I have, and am, I am the Lord's.

What I would, therefore, especially advise my fellow believers in

the Lord Jesus to aim after is, to seek more and more to enter

into the grace and love of God, in giving His only begotten Son,

and into the grace and love of the Lord Jesus, in giving Himself

in our room, in order that thus, in return, constrained by love and

gratitude, they may be increasingly led, to surrender their bodily

strength, their mental strength, their time, their gifts and talents,

their property, their position in life, their rank, and all they have

and are to the Lord. By this I do not mean, that they should

give up their business, trade, or profession, and all become

preachers; nor do I mean that they should take all their money

and give it to the first beggar who comes and asks for it; but that

they should hold all, they have and are, with reference to the

Lord, not as owners, but as stewards, and be willing, at His

bidding, to use for Him, part or all, they have, being His stewards

and not yet owners, as we shall all be hereafter. However short

the believer may fall, nothing less than this should he set before

himself as his aim. The writer humbly confesses, that nothing

short of this has been his aim, and, by God's grace, his practice

too, during the last thirty-five years; and, as he has practised these

principles, habitually and unhesitatingly, during these thirty-five

years, he may be allowed to say, that the blessing resulting from
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thus acting is unspeakably great. Notice 2nd, the experience of

the writer of that Post Script. He says: “Many years ago I gave

5 per cent, on my gross earnings; then, as my business increased,

10 per cent. ; and now, that it is, by God's blessing, still larger,

bringing in more than my large family (eight children) need, for

their support and good education, I give 15 per cent, as the

ominimum.” The donor began with 5 per cent. on his gross earnings.

If only this even were done, how much would many children of

God have to give, who now, comparatively speaking, give exceed

ingly little, almost nothing in comparison with what they might

give. But see how the donor acted afterwards. He gave after a

time 10 per cent, and still later 15 per cent. Do you know the

reason, dear reader, why he gave after a time 10 per cent, and

still later 15 per cent, of his earnings? I can tell you. The reason

was, which is almost invariably the result, if not invariably: the

privilege of giving is found to be so great, the blessings to the

soul so rich and abundant, and the repayment of the Lord, at the

same time, so bountiful, that not only the heart desires yet further

to partake of this blessed privilege, but those who act thus have,

also, by the Lord's rich and abundant repayment, the power of

iving more and more, according to that word: “There is that

scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more

than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be

made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.”—

Prov. xi. 24, 25. “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good

measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,

shall men give into your bosom | For with the same measure, that

you mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”—Luke vi. 38.

Notice also 3, in connexion with what the writer of the Post Script

says: “I give 15 per cent, as the minimum.” If any of the

children of God are as yet unable to surrender themselves with

all they have and are to the Lord, and to live only as His stewards,

I strongly advise them, while they seek for a higher attainment in

the divine life, and a fuller and clearer apprehension of their

heavenly calling, their heavenly possessions, and heavenly realities

in general, and after a fuller º: hold on eternal life, that, in

the mean time, they fix upon a certain proportion to dedicate to

the Lord, for the benefit of the poor, or the spread of the Gospel,

or His work in other ways. Let this certain proportion be never

so small, at the beginning, yet it is better to fix this small propor

tion, and to introduce the systematic giving, as the Lord may be

pleased to prosper them, than to leave the communicating out of

what they possess, to their feelings being wrought upon, or certain

impressions being made on them. This proportion which is fixed,

may be increased, as God gives more means or more grace; and,

though a high proportion were fixed, yet even this might be passed

over, as in the case of the writer of the Post Script. He had fixed

to give 15 per cent. of all his earnings, and he does so, but as the

minimum, which means (I say it for the sake of the uneducated

reader), “the least.” Fix then “the least” proportion you will

Ž.
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give, out of that which God is pleased to give you, rather than to

fave no fixed and regular way of giving; but as light and grace,

and withal the means increase, pass over that minimum; and your

blessing and happiness, I say it deliberately, if what you do, is

done to the Lord, will increase yet more and more.

The reader who desires to know still further the writer's views

on this subject, will find them in the former Reports, and parti

cularly in Vol. I. of the Narrative, sixth edition, page 575 to 602.

Before leaving this subject, I must refer to one point, which

1 have not written about before in my Narrative and in the

former Reports, viz. how have we to act, suppose the prosperity

we have had in our business, our trade, our profession, etc.,

should suddenly cease, notwithstanding our having enjoyed it

long; and notwithstanding our having given a considerable pro

portion out of that, which the Lord was pleased to give to us in

our business? My reply is this. 1, “In the day of adversity

consider.” It is the will of God that we should ponder our ways;

that we should see whether there is any particular reason, why

God has allowed this to befall us. In doing so, we may find, that

we have too much looked on our prosperity as a matter of course,

and have not sufficiently owned and recognized practically the

hand of God in our success. Or it may be, while the Lord has

been pleased to prosper us, we have spent too much on ourselves,

and may have thus, though unintentionally, abused the blessing of

God. I do not mean by this remark to bring any children of God

into bondage, so that, with a scrupulous conscience, they should

look at every penny, which they spend on themselves; this is not

the will of God concerning us; and yet, on the other hand, there

is verily such a thing as propriety or impropriety in our dress, in

our furniture, in our table, in our house, in our establishment, and

in the yearly amount we thus spend on ourselves and family. If,

according to our position, we have, as children of God, to say to

ourselves, that we have, in our expenditure on ourselves and

family acted with impropriety, let us not be surprised, if we are

not further intrusted by the Lord as stewards, until we have made

confession of our sin before God, and sought forgiveness at His

hands through the blood of the Lord Jesus. Another reason why

the prosperity ceased, may be this, that, while we have given a

considerable proportion out of what the Lord had given us, in

comparison with those who give very little, yet, this considerable

proportion may be small, if considered in comparison with the

blessing and success and prosperity, which the Lord had granted

previously; and His end, in causing prosperity to cease, for a

time, may be, that we should consider this. But suppose none of

the reasons referred to were those, which the believer in the Lord

Jesus, after self examination, considers to be applicable to himself;

then it may be that the Lord, for the exercise of his faith, and to

prove him, whether he will still continue to act as a steward for

God, has tried him thus, by temporary adversity. What is to be

done under such circumstances with regard to giving out of that
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which we have. The individual may have previously given a

tenth, an eighth, a fifth, a fourth, a third, one half, three fourths,

or more still of what God was pleased to intrust him with; but

now, all at once, prosperity is gone; the income is reduced; yea

there is no income at all, but even loss. What is now to be done?

The first point to be settled is this: If the person owes more now

than he possesses, if he is insolvent, it is plain he has not to give

out of that, which is not his. Or, if by that which he now gives,

when prosperity has ceased, he would make himself insolvent, it is

lain that he has to refrain from giving; but if neither is the case,

if there is accumulated capital, though no present increase by

success in the profession, business or trade, the very best thing to

be done, if there is only grace for it, is, to give out of the means

obtained by former success and prosperity, as good stewards

of God, to prove our gratitude to God for former prosperity.

The natural reasoning, I know, would be the very reverse;

for naturally we should say, I have made no profit, or, I have

lost so much, and therefore, I can give no more this year! This

is the reasoning of the natural mind; but faith in God says the

very reverse. At the end of the last century a very godly and a

very liberal merchant in London was one day called on by a

gentleman, to ask him for some money for a charitable object.

The gentleman expected very little from the merchant, for he

had just heard that the merchant had received the news, that

some of his ships were wrecked, whereby he had sustained a

heavy loss. Contrary, however, to expectation, the gentleman

received about ten times as much as he had expected for his

object. He was so surprised, that he was unable to refrain from

expressing his surprise to the merchant, and told him what he had

heard, and how, on that account, he feared he should scarcely

have received anything, and therefore asked him whether after all

there was not a mistake about the news of the shipwreck of the

vessels. The merchant replied, It is quite true, I have sustained

a heavy loss, by these vessels being wrecked, and that is the very

reason, why I give you so much; for I have been thinking, I

must make better use than ever of my stewardship, lest it should

be entirely taken from me. Consider, esteemed reader, what the

merchant said

After I had written the above for the press, before the MS. was

sent to the printers, I received the following communication from

a Christian mercantile gentleman in London, in connexion with a

donation. “In 1863, in common with many others, I encountered

a severe pecuniary loss, and so did not feel at liberty to keep up

my usual donations of one tenth. Well, 1864 turned out to be

the leanest year I have yet experienced in business * ***. This

year, 1865, I have resumed my former habit, and I may say, I am

none the poorer for it.”

I now refer to some other donations, which the Lord was

pleased to send me for the School—, Bible—, Missionary—, and

Tract Fund.
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Oct. 3. Anonymously “10s. for Missions, in memory of the late

E. H. S.”—From Norwich from “a poor blind man” 3s.6d.—

From Bradford, Yorkshire, £4. as “A tithe-offering, sent by a

Daily Governess, as a token of gratitude for God's mercies. To

be applied as Mr. Müller thinks best.”—Oct. 5. From Glasgow

£90, for labourers in the Gospel, with £6. for myself. Day by

day I am labouring in prayer for means for Missionary objects;

for I have an abundance of opportunities of spending much in

this way, and therefore this donation is especially refreshing to my

spirit. With what I had left in hand, I was thus enabled, two

days later, to send out £275. to labourers in the Gospel.—Oct.

12. £40, from a servant of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained by

the love of Christ, seeks to lay up treasure in heaven.—Oct. 28.

From London 15s. with these words: “I again pay into your

hands the amount I used to pay for Fire Insurance for Furniture.”

—Oct. 31. From Glasgow £56, with £14. for myself.-From

Greenock £25. for Missions, with £25. for the Orphans.

Nov. 3. From Perth £10.-From “Roi". £10. for Foreign

Missions.—Nov. 4. Anonymously £50 for Missions, with £50.

and 5s. for the Orphans.—Nov. 9. £10. as Legacy of the late

R. M., Esq. for Missions.—Nov. 17. From a Missionary box at

Thetford £1. 2s. 1d.—Nov. 23. £60. from a servant of the Lord

Jesus, who, constrained by the love of Christ, seeks to lay up trea

sure in heaven.—Nov. 24. From one of the former Orphans 2s.

for Missions.—Nov. 26. From Gloucester £10. for Bible and

Missionary Fund, £10. for the Orphans, and £5. for myself—

From London £21, with £2, for Mr. C. and £2, for myself—

Nov. 28. From Worcestershire £50. for Missions, with £50, for

the Orphans.—From Dublin £13., with £2. for myself.

Dec. 2. From “Believers at Eastercott’’ fº., also 5s.-Dec. 3.

From Calcutta £10.-Dec. 12. From Farnham £2, for Foreign

Missions, with £2. and 21 pairs of babies' boots for the Orphans.

—Dec. 15. From Edinburgh £5. for Missions, £8. for the Orphans,

and £7. for myself—From the Isle of Man £5.-Dec. 17. “From

A. G. W. M.” £5.—Dec. 19. From London £50. “for the help

of Evangelists among the heathen.”—Dec. 21. From “A widow”

5s, for Missions, 5s, for myself, and an old Guinea piece for the

Orphans.—From Penang £10–Dec. 22. From “M. H.” £10,—

Dec. 26. £20. from India as “A thank-offering from the Hima

laya.”—Dec. 28. From Belfast £10.—Dec. 31. From the North

of England £50. 3s. 0d., with £10. for myself—From a servant

of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained by the love of Christ, seeks

to lay up treasure in heaven, £80.

Jan. 1, 1865. As I am day by day labouring in prayer for

means for the support of the Schools, which are connected with

the Institution, for means for the circulation of the Holy Scrip

tures and Tracts, and means for Missions; so also I gladly respond

to applications for copies of the Holy Scriptures and Tracts, to be

given gratuitously, and send out help to the labourers in the

Gospel, according to the ability which the Lord is pleased to give.
C
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And thus it came, that by the end of the year almost all the means

were again spent, which, instead of casting me down or discou

raging me, only led to further prayer, believing and expecting

prayer. With the very commencement of the year came fresh

supplies, of which I only here mention £200. for Missions from a

ship-owner, who, instead of insuring his vessels, sends the money

to me, for the work of the Lord. Also from Worcestershire £10.

for the Schools, £10. for Bibles, £10. for Tracts, £50. for Mis

sions, £50. for the Orphans, and £14. for myself. —From Fleet

wood £3.10s. 0d.--From a Working Party at Newton Abbot

£2, for Foreign Missions, with £8, for the Orphans.—Jan. 2.

Received £37. 13s. 3d., with the following deeply interesting

letter: “My dear Sir, Again I am permitted to send you a cheque

for £37. 13s. 3d., being the balance of a fund, which I have now

for five years regularly set aside out of my income for the work

and people of the Lord. So much have I been blest in thus doing,

that the fifth year has more than doubled the first, thus proving

the truth of Proverbs xix. 17. My kind regards and very best

wishes. I am, dear Sir, yours truly * * * *.”—Jan. 3. “From a

visitor at Clifton’’ £5. for Missions.—“From Christians at Tre

therne” £1.16s. 6d. for Missions—Jan. 4. From Newport, Mon

mouthshire, 10s. “Instead of otherwise insuring my plate-glass

front.”—Jan. 6. £1. 8s. 0d. from Liverpool, with the words:

“The proceeds of the first business day in the New Year of our

little shop.”—Jan. 10. From the Orphan Boys for Missions 10s. 8d.

—Jan. 13. £3. “As a thank-offering for the Lord's goodness to

my beloved wife, in bringing her safely through her confinement.”—

“From Cleon’’ £5. for Foreign Missions.—From Yorkshire £1.

“Being a thank-offering to God for the conversion of my eldest

son, a youth of eighteen.”—10s. “From a farmer's wife, being a

penny upon every head of poultry the last year.”—Jan. 14. “Pro

ceeds of a Mission Box” from Thetford, for Foreign Missions,

#1. 9s. 4d.—Jan 20. From a comparatively poor godly woman in

the neighbourhood of Melbourne, Australia, £12. for Missions.—

Jan. 23. “From the neighbourhood of Leicester” £20–Jan. 25.

From Melbourne, Australia, £2., and also 10s. for Foreign Mis

sions.—£80. from a servant of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained

by the love of Christ, seeks to lay up treasure in heaven.—Jan. 26.

From Bradford, Yorkshire, £5. as “Part of a tithe-offering from

a Daily Governess. Trust in the Lord.”—Jan. 27. “A mite from

Birkenhead” £10, with £10. for the Orphans.—£30. from Lon

don as “A thank-offering for successful trading during the past

year.”—Also as “Workmen's Perquisites” £2–Jan. 28. From

a ship-owner, sent instead of insuring his vessels, £200. for Mis

sions, £100. for School—, Bible—, and Tract Fund, £5. for Mr. C.,

and £5. for myself.

Feb. 8. From a servant of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained by

the love of Christ, seeks to lay up treasure in heaven, and who,

having received a present of £150, gave £148, for these Objects.

—Feb. 9. From Edinburgh, a valuable dressing case, quite new,
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and 8 silver coins. The proceeds for Missions, except £1. for the

Orphans.—Feb. 10. Anonymously £10. for Missions and £10.

for the Orphans.—Feb. 15. From Halifax £10—Feb. 16. Ano

nymously Five Sovereigns, left at the New Orphan House No. 3.

and left at my disposal, which were taken for these Objects.-

Feb. 17. From Yorkshire £20. for Foreign Missions.—From

Clifton £25.—Feb. 20. From London £50, with £5. for myself.

—Feb. 22. From Warrnambool, Australia, #61.—Feb. 24. From

Yorkshire £20. for Foreign Missions.—Feb. 25. From Dundee

£48. for Foreign Missions, with £2, for myself. Also £1.-

Feb. 28. From Goole £10.

March 1. From a Bristol donor £40., with £10. for myself—

March 2. The following articles were sent from Scotland, and

taken for Missions: 6 silver dessert forks, 6 silver tea spoons, 8

silver egg spoons, 7 silver salt spoons, 7 gold seals, 1 seal with

stone, not gold, 1 gold watch chain, 3 gold finger rings, 1 watch

ring, 2 watch keys, 1 breast pin, 1 case with shirt studs, 1 spring

yard measure, 1 polished stone, 1 glass syringe in case, and 1 gold

locket.—March 11. From Madras £55. 15s. 9d.—March 14.

From Yorkshire £30. for Foreign Missions, with £5. for myself.

—From a servant of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained by the love

of Christ, seeks to lay up treasure in heaven, and who, having

received a second present of £150, gave £148. of it for these

Objects.--March 17. From the neighbourhood of Bath £1, and

a gold chain for Missions.—From Surrey £150. 0s. 6d.—March

18. From Swansea £5.—March 21. From Reading £10. for

Foreign Missions.—From Somersetshire £50.—March 22. £100.

for Italian Missions.—March 24. From South Australia £2.15s.

Also £4., with £1.. for myself. Also £1.- From Yorkshire £30.

for Foreign Missions.—March 30. From Ramsgate £50.

April 6. From Redland Park £20–From the United States

Ten Dollars.-April 7. From Devonshire 15s., “instead of in

suring furniture.”—April 8. “From a ship-owner, instead of

insuring his vessels,” £150. for Missions, £50. for School—,

Bible—, and Tract-Fund, £5. for Mr. C., and £5. for myself—

April 10. From Dublin £4.15s. with the following statement:

& 4 f have been in the habit of paying a yearly premium of £2.7s.6d.

for Fire Insurance upon my furniture, etc.; but since reading

your Report, I have come to the conclusion of trusting in the

Lord for the preservation not only of my person, but of my effects,

and of sending you the amount of the premium. I therefore have

the pleasure to enclose a draft for £4.15s., the amount of this

year's premium, and an equal amount added, to be applied in the

Lord's service, according to your discretion.”—From Farnham £2.

for Foreign Missions, and £3, for the Orphans.—April 15. From

Norfolk £20, for Missions and £10. for myself—From Thetford

£1.6s. 5d., the contents of a mission box, for Foreign Missions.—

From Demerara £5.—April 26. From H. H. G. £10.-April 28.

From Clevedon £15, with £5. for myself—From a servant of the

c 2



36

Lord Jesus, who, constrained by the love of Christ, seeks to lay up

treasure in heaven, £80.

May 1. From Birmingham £12.10s. for the printing of Tracts,

with £12.10s. for the support of the Orphans.—From Glasgow

£60, with £15. for myself—May 3. From Herefordshire £10.—

May 6. “From an Irish Country Physician” £1.—May 12. From

Falmouth £10–May 15. Mrs. J. E. sent by desire of her late

husband, for Missions, £11.5s.—May 19. From London, E.C. £50.

—May 20. From Madras £5., with £4.15s. 10d. for the Orphans.

—May 23. From a servant of the Lord Jesus, who, constrained

by the love of Christ, seeks to lay up treasure in heaven, £70.

Within the last few days I had sent out £608. to labourers in

the Gospel, and this evening, it being now near the end of the

period, I sat down further before the list of the 122 labourers in

the Gospel, in various parts of the world, to portion out as much

more as it appeared to me desirable, in the fear of God, to send

to them. After having written under each name in pencil the

amount I desired to send, and reckoning it up, I found that it alto

gether amounted to £466. ; but I had only £374, left. Ineeded

therefore £92. more than I had. I was not discouraged, however,

but wrote down the following on a piece of paper: “4:466. I desire

to send out, at least, yet further, if it pleases the Lord, for which

I pray still, and ask Him still to give me the full amount of means

yet needed. George Müller, May 23, 1865.” This matter now

was especially brought before the Lord this very evening, before

I went home. And now see, dear reader, how the Lord dealt

with me. When I came home, a little after 9 o'clock, I found a

£5. note had been left at my house from H. B. of Clifton, the

disposal of which being left to me, I took for this object. On the

next morning, May 24th, I received from London £100., which

had been placed some time since by a Christian lady into the

hands of a Christian gentleman for Missions, but was now, by the

wish of that lady, sent to me, to dispose of it for that object; and

thus, as the fruit of earnest prayer, believing and expecting

rayer, came to hand to give the answer to my prayers. This,

F. was not all. I also received, as “A Birthday Memorial”

£50. This £50. was left at my disposal, and I took it therefore

for Missions. With this donation was also sent from “B. I. H.”

£5. for Mr. C. and £5. for myself—I had thus a precious answer

to prayer, and the desire of my heart given to me, and I was able

to send out even a little more than I had written down, viz.,

36503. instead of £466.

I add the following remarks more in connexion with the fund

for Missionary operations during the past year.

1. During the previous year we had been able to expend more

on Missionary operations than during any one of the thirty years

that the Institution had been in existence.

2. When the last year commenced, we gave ourselves to prayer,

that during the year upon which we had entered, we might be

able to expend still more, and that the Lord would be pleased to
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send in the means accordingly, though we had no natural prospect

whatever, that thus it should be, nay the very reverse. However,

we continued in prayer. Day by day I brought this matter before

God, and looked out for answers, though there was anything, but

a natural prospect, that our expectations would be realized. The

nearer the time came, the less it appeared likely, that I should

have as much to send out for Missions as the previous year; and

much less, that I should be able to accomplish more. But I was

not discouraged, but continued in prayer, believing prayer, day

by day, looking out for help; and means came in. In the mean

time, I sent out, to the utmost of my ability; for, in order to have

more in the way of stewardship, we must first use aright what we

have already. At last it came to the evening of the 23rd of May,

of which I have spoken, and the reader has seen the result, and

by means of those three donations of £5, £100., and £50. I was

able to accomplish all I desired for the last period, and was

enabled to expend £5669.9s. 53d. for Missionary operations, whilst

during the previous year only £5600. 7s. 9d. had been expended.

But all this will appear the more remarkable, and will be the more

considered as an encouraging answer to prayer, when the reader

understands, that between £2000. and £3000. or more, which

I have had formerly for this Object, year by year, from certain

quarters, entirely failed this year, through particular circum

stances. My own soul, however, was not discouraged, nor doubted

that I should obtain means from the Lord, though those sources

had failed this year; nay, I entreated the Lord with greater

earnestness, on this very account, that He would be pleased to

help me, that it might be manifest, that this work was supplied by

Him, and was not dependant upon circumstances, nor confined to

certain donors, who might be willing, but unable to give, or who

might be removed by death, or otherwise be lost to the Institu

tion. Be then encouraged, by all this, dear reader, to trust in

God, and in confiding, believing, expecting prayer to bring your

requests before Him; and you will reap, if you faint not.

3. With regard to the servants of the Lord Jesus, at Home and

Abroad, whom I seek to assist, and who were, as stated, 122 during

the past year, I would mention that that, which I have sent to them,

has very often come to hand at a time when they were greatly

in need, they having no stated salary, and being dependant on

what the Lord may be pleased to give them, whether through

myself or other sources. The harvest not only is great, and the

labourers in the Gospel, everywhere, comparatively, few; but often

the very men, who may be most earnestly seeking to labour in

the Gospel, may be little thought of as to their temporal neces

sities. God, no doubt, is mindful of them. But while He does

not forget them, that is no reason why we should not be, also,

mindful of them. But let the Christian reader bear with me,

when I affectionately ask him, whether it is thus with him;

whether he remembers the temporal need of the preachers of the

Gospel at Home and Abroad? It was, at first, the very need



38

in which I saw Evangelists, both in Foreign lands and in our own

country, which led me more especially to earnestness in prayer

for a greater amount of means for aiding them. And ever since 1845

I have thus more particularly sought to aid them, I mean those who

are not ...! with any particular Society or otherwise requ

larly supplied with means. The more, however, I was able to

send to them, the more only I saw how great the need of those

servants of Christ was; and as I desired still further the joy and

honour of helping them, I laboured on still further in prayer for

means, and became yet further and further acquainted with holy,

devoted but needy brethren who preach the Gospel, both at Home

and Abroad; and the openings for spending means in this way

became larger and larger with every year. The will of our Lord

Jesus is, that the Gospel should be preached to all nations; the

Christian reader, who desires to help those men of God, who are

engaged in carrying out the command of our adorable Lord, has an

º of doing so now ; but this opportunity will not be

always given to him; for the Lord Jesus will come again, and

then this going forth to preach the Gospel, or to aid the preachers

of the Gospel, will be taken from us.

May 26. Received £7. 10s. from London, which was the fruit

of prayer and faith on the part of the donor.

III. Means for the Twelve Hundred and Seventy Four Orphans,

who were during the past year under our care, sent in answer to

prayer. Letters from Donors and Orphans. Practical remarks, etc.

The donations which were sent towards the support of the Or

phans were so many, that, for the sake of brevity, in the Report

itself I can only refer to a very few; but in the supplement to the

Report, sent to the donors only, every donation in money and

articles, even the smallest, can be found.

May 27. From a lady, then at Southport, £20–June 1. “D.,

Nugent Place,” £30.—June 2. “Nanclerus Africanus” £10.-

June 3. Towards the support of one Orphan £5.-From a Bristol

donor £12. 12s. 0d.-June 4. From a Bristol donor £20.-fl.

“as a thank-offering for the favourable conclusion of a threatened

law-proceeding.”—From a Working Party at Newton Abbot £10.

—June 8, 2s. from one of the former Orphans.—June 17. From

Blackheath £20–June 24. From Shrewsbury £10.-June 28.

From Glasgow £50.-July 4. Legacy of the late Mrs. S. P.

£44. 10s. 0d.-July 6. From Norwich £50.—July 7. From one

of the former Orphans 3s.-From Clevedon 12 silver forks and 12

silver dessert spoons.—From “Blla” £10.—July 8. From Tor

quay £25.-£7. 15. 0d. from Oxfordshire, instead of insuring

310 acres against hail, at 6d. per acre.—July 15. From Devou

shire £50–July 16. From a Baronet £20, together with £7.,

sent instead of insuring glass and crops against hail.—£50, paid

as legacy, left by the late Miss E. H.—July 19. From Bristol £3.

as “First fruit of advance on salary.”—July 25. From the neigh

bourhood of Slough £12. for the support of one Orphan, for one
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year.—£50. from “A friend to the Orphans, through J. D. D.”—

July 26. From Worcestershire £60.

Aug. 1. From the neighbourhood of Dursley £2, 5s. 0d., as

“Produce of a ewe, set apart for the Orphans last Autumn.”—

From Demerara 2 dollars.-Aug. 3. From T. H. T. £1. as “A

thank-offering to God, for having passed a successful examination

for M.R.C.S.”—Aug. 4. From Hastings, 3 dozen silver thimbles,

57 cornelian studs, 15 silver coins, 27 copper and brass coins, and

17 silver pencil cases.—A gold Albert chain, from an Indian

officer.—Aug. 5. From Newcastle-on-Tyne #15–Anonymously,

a set of artificial teeth, set in gold, a gold ring, a brooch, a cross,

gold mounted, a pair of jet, bracelets, 3 mourning necklaces, a

cornelian necklace, a pair of jet earrings, a hair ring, a copper coin,

a waist buckle, and some mock pearls.-Aug. 6. From Hampshire

#25. 8s. 0d. The donor wrote me some years since, that for years

he had had a great desire to help me in the Orphan Work with

means, but being very poor himself, his desire had only remained

a desire. One day, however, when he and his godly wife were

again reading one of the yearly Reports, they both resolved that

they would send me the tenth part of all the Lord might be pleased

to give them; and since that time the Lord has been pleased to

ive them considerably more means than they had before, and I

#. had again and again similar donations of Five Pounds and

upwards from these donors, who formerly were too poor to send

even a little. I purposely refer to this circumstance, as one of the

very many instances, which have come before me, to show the

blessedness of systematic giving. I doubt not, that this servant

of Christ was so poor, as that previously, with the greatest diffi

culty, he would have been able, humanly speaking, to have spared

a half sovereign; but resolving now to give, as the Lord should

prosper him, and setting aside the allotted portion, as the Lord's,

and looking to the Lord, and praying to the Lord for further

help, further help not only came, but even more than before;

and, almost before he was aware of it, the Lord's portion had

amounted to £5. In this way some might have the privilege, the

joy and the honour, of giving hundreds, thousands, yea, many

thousands of pounds, without being the poorer for it, nay, on the

contrary, have even a larger income than before.—Aug. 6. £5.

“For mercies received from A.”—Aug. 9. “From a Friend in

India” £100.—Aug. 11.*... a registered letter, 9 gold

rings, a silver purse, 2 bracelets, a necklace, a waist buckle, abreast

pin, a seal, and 2 brooches, with a Post Office Order for £3. 3s. 0d.

—From one of the former Orphans 2s.--Anonymously from

W. H. 7d. in coin (a fourpenny and threepenny piece), without

registering the letter, which cost eightpence postage. I again

take this opportunity of stating to donors, who know it not already,

that by a recent Postal Regulation it is not allowed to send coin

in letters, without registering the letter, and that, if it is done,

the double registration fee, viz. 8d. instead of 4d. is charged, as a

fine. Thus it was in this instance.—Aug. 15. From Torquay 24
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gold rings, 4 of them set with diamonds, 18 brooches, 1 ornament

for the neck, 1 pair of clasps for the waist, 3 buckles, 1 signet

seal, with Hebrew motto, 1 seal with crest, not set, 5 studs, 1 small

locket, 2 smelling bottles, 2 silver fruit knives and another knife,

1 silver scent case, 2 hair bracelets, 13 breast pins, 1 ivory box

with hair in lid, 1 ivory brooch, 3 carved ivory boxes, and 1 silver

pencil case. The donor, a Christian gentleman, advanced in years,

wrote, that these trinkets had been gathering up in his family for

several generations; and, it appeared to me, that his heart desired,

before putting off his tabernacle, to rid himself of them, for some

good purpose. We at once obtained a goodly sum for the most

valuable part of them. During the past year again a considerable

sum has been obtained by the sale of articles, sent to be sold for

the benefit of the Orphans, the Building Fund, Missions or the

other Objects. The total amount which has come in during the

past year, by sale of articles, is £912. 17s. 6%d., a considerable

portion of which is for gold and silver articles, and diamonds. For

artificial teeth, set in gold, also, a considerable sum has been again

obtained, during the past year. The sum which has come in from

the commencement of the work, by sale of articles, up to May 26,

1865, amounts to £9,886. 5s. 2d.—Aug. 15. “From the neigh

bourhood of Leicester” £10. –From Bandon £10.-Aug. 16.

From Grantham £14. 5s. 7d. from 15 donors, besides donations.

in articles.—Aug. 24. From one of the former Orphans 2s. 6d.—

Aug. 25. Received £800, as part of the legacy of the late Mr.

T. D.; an old silver watch, some old books, and some old clothes

having been received about a year since. In connexion with this

legacy 1 state, that the testator was personally unknown to me.

During no former year had so much come in by legacies as during

the past year, and in almost every case from testators whom I had

not known, to make the hand of God the more manifest. I say,

to make the hand of God the more manifest; for I desire to see

His hand, and recognize Him, and honour Him in connexion with

every legacy and with every donation which comes in for the

work; for He has the hearts of all in His hands, and He influences

them towards us, in answer to our constant prayers, and as the

result of our looking to Him, and trusting in Him for means for

the various objects of the Institution, the expenses of which are

now so great, that during the past year Twenty Five Thousand

Three Hundred and Seventy Eight Pounds were paid out. The

outgoings of the Institution are to be kept before the reader as

well as the income, to enable him to see how we need continually

to have our eye fixed upon the Lord.—Aug. 26. From London.

£11.1s. 0d. for the support of one Orphan for one year, with 9s.

for Reports. It will be observed by the reader how the Lord has

again and again inclined individuals to defray the average expenses

for one Orphan for one year, or two Orphans, or three, yea, in

one instance even as many as 31 Orphans, out of the 1150 already

under our care.—Aug. 29. From a Bristol donor £22. 10s. 0d.,

£10, of which was particularly intended, by the kind donor, to
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defray in part the extra expense connected with the hauling of

water. Several donors, besides, kindly sent us some help towards

defraying these expenses.—From Brixton £12. “For the support

of one Female Orphan for one year.”—Aug. 30. “From A.” £5.

Sep. 1. From Clifton £12.10s. “For the support of one Orphan

for one year.”—£1.19s. as “Fines for 2 years connected with an

early rising society in a large family.”—A box of books, from the

late Mrs. R., as a legacy.—Sep. 2. From a London donor, then

at Scarboro’, £25. “For the support of 2 Orphans for one year.”

—Sep. 3. From the neighbourhood of Congleton £20.—From

one of the Orphans, sent out a good while since to service, as a

believer, 5s. with the following letter: “Esteemed and honoured

Sir, It is with feelings of much gratitude that I take the liberty

of writing to you. ... I often think with pleasure of the kindness I

received while under your care, and I humbly pray, that you

may long live to be a friend to the Orphan. I feel it a happy

thing, to have God as the Guide of my youth.-Will you please

to accept this mite, and dispose of it as you think best. Please

remember me respectfully to dear Mrs. Müller, Miss Groves,

Mr. W. and Mr. L. I remain, Dear Sir, Yours most respectfully

* * * *.”—Sep. 5. Three sets of artificial teeth.-Sep. 7. Anony

mously £1. “from a poor man, who has laid it up at 6d. per week,

instead of paying to a sick fund.”—The following letter was

received from one of the Orphans, who had been led to trust in

the Lord Jesus, for the salvation of her soul, whilst she was under

our care, and who had been sent out as a servant several years

since. She sent 5s. which she had received and 3s. 6d. from her

self. “Beloved and esteemed Sir, A Christian gentleman gave

me the sum of 5 shillings to send to you for the Orphan Work,

to which I desire to add a mite, to be used as you deem best. I

would have sent it earlier, but circumstances have prevented me.

Allow me too, dear Sir, in grateful remembrance of the past, to

return you my warmest and deepest thanks for the countless

mercies I have received through you.--Wherever in this world I

am placed, my sincere desire is, to testify for Jesus and live to

His glory. I hope, dear Sir, you are well, together with Mrs.

Müller and Miss Groves. That God will more abundantly bless

all your labours, is the prayer of Your grateful Orphan * * * *.”

—Sep.8. From a donor in Devonshire £100, with £25. for myself.

—Sep.9. From Kent £100.—Sep.10. FromLondon £10.—Sep. 16.

From Australia £7, 18s. and £2.2s.-* As a thank-offering to

Almighty God for such an abundant year of fruit” 10s.—Sep. 17.

“M. for mercies received” £5.—Sep. 19. From a Christian Phy

sician 7s.6d., by sale of ferns, kindly reared and sold by him

for the benefit of the Orphans. Many donations of this kind,

amounting to many pounds during the year, were received through

the kindness of# dear Christian friend. Notice, dear reader,

the variety of ways, in which God is pleased to supply us with

means,—Sep. 20. From Stanton on Hine Heath £12. 3s. 8d.—Sep.

21, “From Lyndock, near Adelaide, S.A.” a £1. Note.—From
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Marseilles £3., #1. and £1.—A silver tankard from a donor in

Devonshire. — Sep. 22. From Grantham various donations,

amounting altogether to £1. 11s. 8d., also £3.1s. 4d. as a thanks

giving for a bountiful harvest, contributed by various donors.-

From Kingsland £11. 14s. 6d. in 15 donations, with articles from

various donors.-Sep. 26. £5, as “A thank-offering” from Hamp

stead.—Sep. 27. From Windermere £10.—From London £10.

—From Guildford, 2 artificial teeth, set in gold.—Sep. 28.

£2.8s. 2d. from Crediton, as “A thank-offering to the Lord for

an abundant harvest.”—Sep. 30. From Ockbrook £6. 6s. as

“Harvest offering.” Also £1.14s. from an Orphan box,−From

Oxfordshire, in a registered letter, 2 old guinea pieces and 2

sovereigns.—Received the following letter from one of the boys,

recently sent out to be apprenticed: “Dear and Honoured Sir,

It is with the greatest pleasure I write a few lines to you, thank

ing you for the years of care you have bestowed upon me, while

in the New Orphan House. I desire also to thank you for placing

me in a comfortable situation, where I hope, by dutiful conduct,

to repay you in a small measure for all the care you have taken

of me, while an inmate in that happy home. I shall look back

with much pleasure to my school days as among my pleasant

thoughts; for I was very happy in the Orphan House, and regret

leaving it; but I know it is right to earn my own living. My

master and mistress are very kind to me, and I like the trade

very much. My journey was a very pleasant one.—I beg you,

dear Sir, to accept my thanks, and please remember me to Mr. L.,

Mr. W., and all the dear masters. I remain, dear Sir, yours very

gratefully * * * *.” -

ºr Oct. 1. From London £20.—A set of artificial teeth set in gold.

—Oct. 3. From Selkirk £5. 3s., from 41 donors.--From Redland

Park £10.4s. 6d.—From Reading £20.-Oct. 4. From Garlieston

#1, as “An offering from the first fruits of the present harvest.”

—Anonymously left at the lodge of the New Orphan House No. 1

2 rings, 1 pencil case, 1 lava bracelet, 3 brooches, 1 scarf pin, and

a sixpence. The paper, enclosing the above, contained the date

“Madras, 7th April, 1862.”—Oct. 6. £20. “From a friend in

Radnorshire.”—Oct. 7. From one of the former Orphans 5s.—

Oct. 8. A set of artificial teeth set in gold, from the neighbourhood

of Berkeley.—Oct. 10. From Clifton 4 sets of artificial teeth, set

in gold, and an eyeglass, gold mounted.—From “D., Nugent

Place.” £10.-From “F. Z.” 10s., as “A thank-offering for

mercies received during illness.”—Oct. 11. From California, a

gold dollar.—Oct. 13. From S. P. N. 2 pieces of artificial teeth,

set in gold, and a Half Sovereign. —From Devonshire £1., with

these words, “One penny per pair on every pair of boots I sell

over 2s. This is the proceeds of 8 weeks. purpose, by God's.

grace, to continue it as long as I am in business.”—£101.17s. 9d.

as a further payment of the legacy of the late Mr. T. D.—Oct. 14.

From “E. and W. B. A.” £5.-Oct. 15. From one of the Orphans,

who had been 10 years and 10 months under our care, and 14
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months out of that time a believer, 2s., with the following letter,

written after she had been more than four years out in service:

“Dear and Respected Sir, May I return you my grateful thanks

for the Report, you so kindly sent me. How often do I think of

the dear, dear Orphan House. I can indeed thank my Heavenly

Father that I went there; for it was there that I found Christ,

the altogether lovely, the chiefest among ten thousand. I hope

and pray, that many more may find pardon and peace through

Christ. Please remember me most respectfully ºf gratefully to

beloved Mrs. Müller, Miss Groves, Mr. L., and Mr. H. It is my

earnest prayer, that you may long be spared to be the Orphans’

Friend. Dear Sir, will you accept this mite as a token of my

deep gratitude. Hoping you are quite well, Believe me, dear Sir,

yours most gratefully and respectfully * * * *.”—Oct. 17. From

Hull £3.4s. 6d., with £1.5s. 6d. as amount of insurance on fur

niture, for one year, and 10s. for Reports.--From Ellingham 2s. 6d.,

a set of artificial teeth, set in gold, and a pair of gold spectacles.

—Oct. 18. From London £5, towards the support of one Orphan

for one year.—Anonymously 2s. 6d, with these words: “Toll

House, Pack Horse Lane, Onions sold.” Those stewards, whom

God has set over much, may give me their Hundreds and even

Thousands of Pounds, and I have had donations of £2000., £3000.,

#04000., $5000., £7000., yea £8100. at once; but here is a donor,

whom I do not know (but God knows him, and remembers his

donation') and this donor sells some onions, and is thus able to

give me 2s. 6d. towards the support of the Twelve Hundred and

Seventy Four Orphans, who were during the past year under our

care. I love to think of my Heavenly Father, who moved this

heart too, and, it may be, on purpose prospered those onions, by

the sale of which this 2s. 6d. should come to the Qrphans.—Oct.

19. From a Cheltenham donor £10. This dear Christian gentle

man, who sent me generally every year such a donation, but during

the past year about three times as much as usual, is gone to his

rest. He very likely felt, that he might not live long, and sent

therefore about three times as much as in former years, to make

use of his stewardship, while it was continued to him.—From

Chester, 2 gold watches. Also 2 gold rings.-Oct. 20. From

Sunderland 7s.6d., with these words: “The donor is an elderly

Christian man. He tells me he is constrained to lay by a weekly

sum, from reading the Reports. He also tells me, that as soon as

he made this agreement with the Lord, without ever having had

such a thought, his master told him, to his great astonishment,

the next Saturday, when he paid him (he has £50. a-year), that he

would raise his wages £10. a-year.” Anonymously, “A small

thank-offering of One Pound's worth of Postage Stamps, for light

at evening time to a loved one, who entered her rest on the 13th

Oct. 1864.”–Oct. 22. £5. “From the sale of the Golden Pot of

Manna.” Also £5. from friends at Haddenham.—£68. 3s. 4d. as

the legacy of the late Mrs. J. C., late of Canada.-Oct. 25. £20,

left as a legacy by the late Miss K. P.-Oct. 26. From Ireland
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£10., towards the support of one Orphan for one year.—From

“T. W. H.” £10, with £10. for myself.-Oct. 29. From the late

Mr. P. R. £1, through his executor.—From one of the Orphans

in service, 40 boys' collars, 8 other collars, a needle case, 14 pin

cushions, and 5 book marks, with the following note: “Will beloved

Mr. Müller kindly accept the 40 boys' collars, that I have sent,

which I have had the pleasure of making for the use of the dear

infant boys. The other articles please to have sold for the benefit

of them. Your ever grateful and respectful Orphan ****.”

Nov. 1. From Isleworth £3, 12s., contributed by 19 donors.--

Nov. 2. £20. from Redland.—Nov. 3. From the neighbourhood

of Louth £4.15s. 6d., from 167 donors, with 4s. 6d. . Reports.

—Nov. 8. From a Bristol donor £25.-Nov. 10. A Half Sovereign,

sent by the widow of an officer, whose husband fell in the Crimean.

War. This Half Sovereign was found in his purse, and had been

hitherto treasured up by the lady, who now, however, thought,

that it would be better spent for the Lord's work, than thus kept.

—Nov. 11. A set of artificial teeth, set in gold, anonymously by

ost from London.—A gold watch and gold watch key from Cum

j from an aged Christian widow, as a “Thank-offering to the

Lord for all His benefits to her, a poor widow, whose wants have

been provided for in her declining years.”—From Christian friends

at Worksop £9. 8s.-Nov. 15. One barrel of currants and five

boxes of raisins, together about 380 lbs. of fruit, for the Christmas

puddings for the Orphans.—Nov. 16. From Bath £1., 2 sets of

artificial teeth, set in gold, and 3 gold springs.--From a poor ser

vant of the Lord Jesus, labouring in the Gospel in Honduras,

who year by year, for several years, had sent me £1, the follow

ing letter was received, with a large Mexican gold coin, worth

16 Dollars: “Dear Brother Müller, I have just received from the

hand of the Lord this donation, which I forward to you. I have

been all this year asking the Lord to give me means, saying in

childlike simplicity “Father, I have nothing this year to send to

Brother Müller.' I felt confident, that the Lord would give in

His own time, but not knowing from whence it should come... I

would have sent it in July, as before; but my prayer-hearing Father

in heaven thought otherwise, He gives in September, instead of

July, and gives me more than I asked for; He raises up another

friend, who begs me to forward his donation. I send sixteen dol

lars, five for myself and eleven for him.”—From Birmingham 12

doz. tea spoons, 10 doz, dessert spoons, 4 doz. table spoons, all of

Nickel silver.—Nov. 18.321, as “The proceeds of an apple-tree,

devoted to the Orphans.” Observe, esteemed reader, the variety

of ways in which God is pleased to help us; and all as the result

of prayer; and in every case unasked for, from which we refrain,

in order that the Church of Christ at large may have the benefit.

of seeing, how much may be accomplished simply through the in

strumentality of prayer and faith; and especially, that it may be

clearly seen, that if our work is the work of God, viz. if 1, By

Him we are led to it; 2, If for His honour and glory we are en
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gaged in it; and 3, if therefore, He can own it as His, He will

surely supply us with means for it, if we seek them at His hands,

and in His way.—Nov. 19. A £5. Note from Gateshead “From

the loving parents of a little girl on her first birthday.”—Nov. 21.

From Madras £15.--Nov.23. £1.5s. from Arbroath as “A. Thank

offering to the Lord for his goodness to an only child, during her

life and in her death.” The bereaved parents purpose, as they

are now childless, to keep a purse for the Orphans.—Nov. 24. £1.

from Kastrup near Copenhagen.—“From the sale of The Golden

Pot of Manna” £3.4s.2d.—Nov. 25. From T. W. a pair of gold

ear-rings, a gold ring set with pearls, and a gold ring set with

a ruby and two diamonds.-Nov. 26. £13. from India “For the

support of one Orphan for the year 1865.”—Nov. 29. From a

Bristol donor £12. 12s.-Anonymously £5. “From one who has

whistled at the plough.”—Erom Oporto, Portugal, £1.

Dec. 1. From the neighbourhood of Louth, £5., from 274

donors.-Dec. 2. From a lady in London, an entire stranger to

me, and, up to that time, even unknown to me by name, £100, and

900 francs. (The exchange for the 900 francs was £35.12s. 2d.)

—Dec. 6. From one of the former Orphans 6s. 7d.—From

Melton Mowbray £5., from 16 donors.-Dec. 7. From I. F. D.

#25. 4s. 6d. “Amount realized by the sale of a horse.”—Dec. 8

From Hamilton, Canada, £1, and £1.-Dec. 10. £8.4s. 5d. as

further payment of the legacy of the late Mr. T. D.—Dec. 12.

From the neighbourhood of Waterford £9., with £1.. for myself—

Dec. 13. £19.19s. as the legacy of the late Mrs. M. A. of Wor

cester—Dec. 16. £6. 3s. “By the sale of the little book entitled

“The Golden Pot of Manna.’”—£3, “Instead of paying the

amount to an Accidental Death Insurance Company.”—Dec. 17.

Ten suits of boys' clothes made gratuitously–Dec. 19. Re

ceived the following letter from one of the Orphans, recently sent

out to service: “Beloved and Honoured Sir, May I be allowed

theP. of writing a short note to you, expressing my grati

tude for all your love and kindness towards me for the last seven

ears, in providing such a comfortable home for me in the Orphan

ouse; and also for the excellent situation in which you have

now placed me. I could not wish for a better, and I hope, that,

notwithstanding my inability to repay your kindness, I shall show

by my future conduct, that I fully appreciate it. . Mrs. —— is

very kind, and I do not think I shall find any difficulty in pleasing

her. Please remember me in grateful love to dear Mrs. and Miss

Müller, Miss Groves, Mr. L., Mr. W., and Mr. F., and hoping

you will accept the same yourself, I remain, Beloved and Ho

noured Sir, Yours respectfully and affectionately, * * * *.”—

Dec. 21. “From three sisters” £10.-From a mercantile gentle

man £500.-Dec. 23. £5. 13s. by sale of “The Golden Pot of

Manna.”—From Sydney £10.-4:19.19s. as the legacy of the late

Mrs, H. E. W.-Dec. 24. £6. 12s. 8d. from India, from a Private of

the 52nd Regt. Foot.—Dec. 26. £50. from London “From two

Friends.”—£50 from the North of England.—Anonymously from

‘Omagh, Ireland, 1s. 5d., as “A month's produce of the Orphans'
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hen.” In this instance some one, as it would appear, it may be a

poor person, keeps a hen, and the eggs which are laid, are dedi

cated to the Lord for the benefit of the Orphans. Observe, again,

dear Reader, the variety of ways, in which the Lord is pleased to

supply us with means. This case, also, shows how even poor

persons, if they are so minded, may have the privilege of helping

on the work of God. I would ere state, likewise, that bakers

and flour dealers have sent me 1d, per sack of flour they bake or sell;

other persons, as has been already stated, 1d. per pair of shoes and

boots they sell; one person, keeping a little shop, sends me all

the silver coins he takes, which have a hole bored through them; all

the salt, barm for baking, and vinegar we use, is kindly gratuitously

sent by three houses of business; often various bakers have also

sent some bread; in a few instances bacon and hams have been sent

by provision dealers; sometimes farmers have sent potatoes and

turnips, butter, honey, apples, &c.; now though all this is but

little, in comparison with what we need, yet all has not only

been a help, but has particularly shown, in what a variety of

ways God has been pleased to work for us.—Dec. 27. From

Clifton £12. 10s. “for the support of one Orphan for one year.”

–Dec. 28. £12.14s.2d. “From the Christians meeting at the

Barton Room, Hereford.”—Dec. 29. Anonymously in postages

from “A poor errand-boy at Weston-super-Mare,” 6s.-Dec. 30.

From the neighbourhood of London £90, with £10. for myself.

–Dec. 31. “From the neighbourhood of Brixham ” £2., with

this statement: “I have found the hints in your pamphlets very

good, respecting setting aside yearly a certain portion of one's

income for the Lord. Since doing so, I have received every year

greater mercies from the Lord.”—From the neighbourhood of

Uxbridge, £12.10s. for the support of one Orphan for one year.

—From Clifton £150, with £5. for myself.

Jan. 1, 1865. As the year had closed with mercies in so many

ways, so also with regard to the reception of pecuniary supplies;

and the new year commenced again with similar blessings. Early

in the morning I found in the letter box at my house a letter,

containing £40., of which the donor kindly intended £1.. for the

Bible and Tract Fund, £33. 3s, for the support of three Orphans

for one year, 17s. for toys for the little ones, £2.10s. for Mr. C.,

and £2.10s. for myself—There was another letter also, from a

Christian young woman of Clifton, containing 10s.-Immediately

afterwards I received 14s., also 4s. 1d. as the contents of an

Orphan box.-Subsequently was put into the letter box at my

house £1., and £1., and 3s.-In the course of the day 44 more

donations came in, of which I only mention £25. from Oxfordshire,

for the support of two Orphans for one year, with £5, for Mr. C.

and £5. for myself—From Hereford £5. 10s. to defray part of the

“water expenses” of the previous summer.—Jan. 2. From an

aged widow £2.16s. 6d., “being one penny per pair, on each pair

of shoes sold during the past year.”—Jan. 3. “The proceeds of

an Orphan box, near Goole,” £2.10s.-4:29. 14s. “From be

lievers meeting at the Sand Area Chapel, Kendal.”—Received
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the following letter from one of the Orphans who had been about

6 months previously sent to service, after having been 14 years

and 2 months under our care, and 7 years out of that time a

believer in the Lord Jesus, trusting in Him for the salvation of

her soul. “Dear and Honored Sir, With feelings of heartfelt

º I write these few lines, to thank you for your kind

atherly and unceasing care towards me during the many years I

was an inmate of the dear Orphan House. Never can I be

thankful enough to you for the Happy Home, also the good

training and instructions I received while there. I hope they will

never be forgotten by me, especially such as tended to my spiritual

welfare. It was while there I was brought to know and love my

Saviour, which makes the Orphans' Home doubly dear to me.

Now that I am in the world, I can feel in the midst of temptation,

He is all-sufficient, and will deliver me in every difficulty. My

earnest desire is, to live so as to bring credit on the Institution,

but especially to adorn my profession as a Christian.-May I ask

to be respectfully remembered to dear Mrs. Müller and Miss

Groves. I hope they, with yourself, and dear Miss Müller, are

quite well.—That you may long be spared to be the Orphans’

Friend, and yet see many of the dear Orphans brought to the

Saviour while under your care, and that your work in all its

branches may be crowned with abundant success, is the earnest

desire of your grateful and respectful Orphan ****.”—From one

of the first Orphans received, more than 29 years since, and who

has been out in service nearly twenty years, and a believer for

about twenty-four years, 5s. for the Orphans and 5s. for myself.

—Jan. 4. From Torquay £20, with £5. for myself—Jan. 5,

£10. “For the mercies of 1864.”—£1. as “Thank-offering from

a young lady, who has suffered the slightest possible attack of a

dangerous and infectious disease. “I love the Lord, because He

has heard my voice and my supplication.” Psalm 116.-É5.5s. 3d.

“the proceeds of 1d. per pair of boots and shoes sold for cash,

during the past year,” together with 6s. 6d. from an Orphan box.

—From Rochdale, a gold ring—Jan. 7. From Bury St. Edmunds

#25, as “A thank-offering on a 90th birthday.”—Jan. 9. From a poor

Christian man, in one of the Bristol Alms Houses, who has en

tered his 90th year, £1.—Jan. 11. From London £30, with £5.

for myself—Jan. 12. From the neighbourhood of Louth £4.,

from 163 donors.-Jan. 13. From Henbury £20.-‘From D.

Nugent Place” £10.—Jan. 14. The following letter was received

from one of the boys, who had been recently sent out, to be

apprenticed. “Dear and Honored Sir, I feel it my duty to write

to you, to thank you for your unceasing kindness to me, while

under your fatherly care, in clothing me, giving me food, and in

struction to fit me for the life which is before me. I am very

glad to say, I can now look back upon the Orphan House as the

spiritual birthplace of my soul, which happened during the last

revival among the Orphan boys; and I thank you for the same

unceasing kindness to my sister, that, when we were destitute
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Orphans, we were brought to the Orphan Houses, which, I hope,

we may be able to bless God for all the days of our lives.—You

will be glad to know, that I arrived at my journey's end in safety,

and I met my master and mistress at the railway station, and they

are very kind to me. Please to accept my thanks for placing me

in such a comfortable home, where I hope to be able to earn my

bread. Please to accept my kind love, and please to give my kind

love to Mr. L., Mr. W., Mr. S., Mr. M., and Mr. B., and I hope

you and Mrs. Mińler are quite well. I remain your grateful

Orphan * * * *.”—From Haverstock Hill £10.-From Belgium

#1. 5s. 6d.—Jan. 16. From Tenby £5.—Jan. 18. £5. “From

M. E., a thank-offering for partial recovery from illness.”—From

Guernsey £5,-From Tring £5. Also from Tring £12. 12s. from

several friends.—Jan. 19. From Chelmsford £21. Also from

Chelmsford £10. 10s.-Jan. 20. “A friend from Liverpool,” a

old chain, an old guinea piece, and 11 silver coins.—From a lady

in Bristol £30. with £5. for myself—Jan. 21. From Yeovil £12.

—Received the following letter from one of the boys, who had

been recently apprenticed, and who was brought to the knowledge

of the Lord about six years before he left us, at a time when it

pleased the Lord to work mightily among the Orphans under our

care. “Dear and Honored Sir, I beg you to accept my very

grateful thanks for all your unceasing kindness to me, while I was

under your fatherly care, in protecting me in my young and help

less days; and now I am out in the world, I am very happy to

say, I have a shield to protect me from harm, which is the Lord.

I know you will like to know, when I was brought to know the

Lord, which was about six years ago, while the revival was among

the Orphan boys. I beg you to accept my thanks for your kind

ness to my sister also, who is now in the Orphan House; for

when we had nobody to care for us, then we were brought to the

Orphan Houses, according as the Lord saith in the Holy Scrip

tures, “When thy father and thy mother forsake thee, then the

Lord will take thee up”; and He has fulfilled His word with us, as

He has done to thousands more, and ever will do.—I arrived at

my master's house in safety, and he and my mistress are very kind

to me; and I hope some day to make a good tailor.—Please

remember me to Mr. L., and all my dear masters. I remain, Dear

Sir, Your grateful Orphan, “ ” “*”—Jan. 23. From Edgbaston

#10–From Devonshire £100,—Jan. 24. The following letter

was received from one of the boys who had been for some time a

believer, before he left us, and who was recently apprenticed.

“Dear and Honoured Sir, I feel it a pleasure to be able to thank

you for your kindness to me while under your care; for I went to

the Orphan House when a little boy, and was brought to know

the Lord, while I was there, and I trust He will be with me now.

I also thank you for placing me in such a position, so that I shall

be able to earn my living. I hope to be able to please my master

by doing my duty, when he is away, as if he were looking at me,

as the Apostle Paul says “Not with eye service, as men pleasers,
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but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the

heart.’ I beg, dear Sir, you will accept my kind love, and please

to remember me to Mr. L. and my dear masters. I remain, dear

Sir, Your affectionate Orphan ****.”—Jan. 24. “In memoriam

R. H.” £3. and articles.—Jan. 26. £42. 12s. 5d., being the legacy

of 500 dollars left by the widow of the late Admiral R. of Phila

delphia, U.S.–From a donor in one of the Midland Counties £100.

—From an Orphan box at a meeting room at Wellington, Somerset,

£5., and from another Orphan box at Wellington £1.16s. 2d.,

with 6d. for a Report.

Feb. 2. From one of the former Orphans 4s. 6d.-‘From the

Arley Bible Class” £2.—Feb. 4. From London 6s., with the

following letter: “Respected and dear Sir, The enclosed 6s. worth

of stamps is a disputed debt of three years' standing, which the

party with oaths declared should never be paid, even if called for

a thousand times.—My husband resolved in his mind, that it

should be for the Orphans, if obtained, and tried again for the

money, which was paid, the person saying, we were welcome.—

The hearts of all are in His hands, and He turneth them, when

he pleaseth. Your well-wisher, * * * *.”—Feb. 8. From London

£5., towards the support of one Orphan for one year, with 10s. 6d.,

3s., 2s., and £2. 0s. 9d.—From Grahams Town, Cape of Good

Hope, 10s.—Feb. 10. £50. from Ireland as “Aº
—From a poor servant of the Lord Jesus £5. 12s., with the fol.

lowing letter: “Beloved brother, I have the joy and privilege of

sending by same post an order for £5. 12s. towards the support of

the Orphans under your care, being the tenth part of the money

our loving Father has sent us, in answer to prayer, during the

last six months. With much Christian love, ever yours in our

coming Lord * * * *.”—From East Moulsey £24. 12s, as “Pro

ceeds of a Christmas Tree and donations.”—Feb. 11. Legacy of

the late Mrs. H. B. of Bath £10. 10s., less 3s. 4d. charges.—

Feb. 12. From Liverpool £2.10s. with the following letter:

“Dear Christian Brother, God has so prospered me, since I

resolved to send you a portion of all that I receive for teaching,

that I am now able to enclose £2.10s. Yours very truly ****.”

—Feb. 15. From Bandon #310.-From Cumberland £1. 5s. as

“First fruits of a new investment.”—Feb. 16. From India

£95. 14s. 9d., being “A freewill offering from R. C. F.”—Feb. 18.

From Hastings £10–Feb. 22. From Sydney £5.-Anonymously

a Sovereign, in a registered letter from Adelaide, “From a South

Australian School girl, who received it as a birthday present from

an uncle.”—£5. as “Mercies received from M.”—Feb. 25. From

Palamcotta, Madras, £1. 10s., £1., and 10s.-Feb. 28. From one

of the Orphans, now in service, 5s. 6d.

March 2. From Ireland £100.—“From W. W.” £1. 5s.-

March 4. Anonymously by post, in a registered letter, a gold

chain, a gold bracelet, a gold ring, a gold thimble, a gold brooch,

3 gold studs, a silver clasp and a silver brooch.-From Clifton

#25.-From Kent £100.--From Halifax £10.—March 6. From

I)
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a Bristol donor £12. 12s.-March 8. From one of the former

Orphans 5s.-March 13. “From Hereford ” 12s. 6d.—March 14.

From Cheltenham £10. 10s.-March 15. From Sunderland £5.—

March 16. From the neighbourhood of Oundle £20.-March 17.

Anonymously, to be acknowledged in the Report as received with

the words “Tell Jesus,” A gold necklace, a topaz bracelet, a

mosaic bracelet, a gold-stone bracelet, a hair ditto, a tortoiseshell

ditto, a bogwood ditto, a gold brooch, a set of silver ornaments

(containing 2 brooches, a pair of earrings and 2 Indian silver

brooches), a bogwood brooch, a gold-stone brooch, an Indian ditto

with emeralds, a gold picture brooch, an amethyst brooch, a car

buncle drop, 2 pairs of pearl earrings, a pair of gold-stone ditto, a

pair of turquoise and brilliants ditto, a pair of hair ditto, a pair of

old Indian earrings with turquoises, an enamelled locket, a gold

locket, 3 hair rings, a pearl ring, a heart-shaped stone ditto, a

topaz ditto, a turquoise ditto, a diamond and emerald ditto, a

mourning ditto, set with small diamonds, a brooch with pendant,

an enamelled brooch, a small gold chain, and 3 other little articles.

—March 18. From Derbyshire £3. 5s. 9d. “Proceeds of one

branch of a Christmas Tree.”—March 20. From Claremont, Cape

of Good Hope, £12.10s. and £1.—March 22. From the neigh

bourhood of Melton Mowbray £1, 5s. as “The price of the first

lamb.”—From the neighbourhood of Witney #10. 10s.—£5.

“From o o o Terrington.”—March 24. £1.1s, from Chambéry,

France,—March 29. From a Bristol donor £25.-March 31.

£1.10s. 6d. from Scotland, with this statement: “The above sum

is the proceeds of a bee-hive, bought and set apart for the benefit

of the Orphans by a working man and his wife.”

April 1. From one of the Orphans, now in service, 5s., with

the following letter: “Dear and respected Sir, Feeling deeply

grateful for all the kindness I received in the dear Orphan House,

I am anxious to show my gratitude by sending 5s. worth of pos

tage stamps, as a small acknowledgement of the thousand benefits

received while there, and I trust to prove a credit to the training

I there received, in all my future life. Allow me, dear Sir, to

remain Your very grateful and dutiful Orphan, “” ”—Apr. 3.

£1. as “A thank-offering from a lady at Dumfries, for many com

forts in affliction.”—Apr. 4. From Callington £5.-From London

£12. for the support of one Orphan for one year, with £3. for

myself—From Sedgley £20.-Apr. 6. From London the following

letter from a dentist, with £3.10s. “Dear Sir, I feel very much

interested in the cause of your excellent Institution, and deter

mined at the beginning of last year to appropriate the sale of my

tooth-powder to the Orphans. £3.10s. was the amount realized,

and I enclose an order accordingly, £3, for the Orphans and 10s.

for yourself, etc.”—Apr. 7. From Z.Z. a box, containing a brooch,

set with 27 small brilliants, a gold watch-hook set with 22 small

brilliants, 2 other watch-hooks, a small gold cross set with 11

rubies, 5 gold mourning rings, 15 other gold rings, 3 gold watch

rings, 5 gold seals, 3 other seals, 9 gold lockets, 7 gold brooches,
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9 other brooches, a gold chain, a pair of bracelets, gold mounted,

45 silver coins, 3 copper coins, 5 medals, 2 silver pencil cases, a

gold watch, a metal watch, 2 gold breast pins, a pair of gold clasps,

another set with pearls, 3 shawl pins, 3 waist buckles, 2 pairs of

spectacles, a silver fruit knife, a hair necklace, gold mounted, an

amber necklace, an eye-glass, an ivory tooth-pick box, 3 other

little boxes, a miniature knife, 2 pairs of links, 8 tassel rings,

2 bead bracelets, 2 horsehair chains, a bead necklace, a pair of

steel clasps, a paper knife with 2 pen-knives, a muff, 2 scarfs,

a pair of cuffs, a pair of Esquimaux boots, a pair of candlestick

ornaments, 2 picture frames, 2 pebbles, 3 mineral specimens,

2 little boxes, a foreign case, a mother of pearl paper knife,

a Chinese fan, 3 other fans, a pair of Chinese shoes, some muslin

trimming, an Indian bag, a scent box and bottles, 2 small minia

tures, a spectacle case, a set of boxes, 4 brass wedges, a box with

seals, a box of pens and holder, a shawl, some blond, 2 lace veils,

and a quantity of black and white lace.—From Stone #85 and £10.

—From Belgium £1.8s, with 7s. 4d. for books,—Apr. 8. From

London £25. for the support of two Orphans for one year—£10.

“From E. and W. A. B., as a thank-offering.”—Apr. 10. From

Radstock 18s. “Instead of insuring furniture.”—£5. “By sale of

a pier glass.”—£35.15s. as a further part of the legacy of the late

Mr. T. D.—Apr. 17. As “First fruits from South Wales” £8.,

with £2, for myself—Apr. 18. From one of the former Orphans

5s.—Apr. 24. From a donor residing in one of the Midland

Counties £50.—Apr. 25. From Blackheath Park, London, £21.

—Apr. 26. From Bath £2, as “A thank-offering for many

mercies.”—From a gentleman often at Clifton £100,—Apr. 27.

From one of the former Orphans 5s.—Apr. 28. From Jersey £10.

—Apr. 29. Eighty suits of boys' clothes, gratuitously made and

trimmings found.—From West-Kilbride £2. —£1. as “A thank

offering from a believing father and mother for the Lord's good

ness to a deceased daughter.”

May 1. From Birmingham £12 10s., with £12.10s. for the

printing of Tracts.-May 2. £3, as a further part of the legacy of

the late Mr. T. D.—May 3. From Tyndall's Park £12. 12s., with

£1.1s, for myself—May 6. From Demerara £4.—From a lady in

Portugal 10s.-May 8. A gold Albert chain, a diamond ring and

a gold breast pin-May 9. From the neighbourhood of Bath

£100,--May 10. Received from A. B. C. £1000., with this wish

of the kind donor in writing: “I wish to send some aid, and would

thank you to place the enclosed sum, £1000., at interest, and

draw out of it every January f100. for the Orphans and £20. for

yourself, till it be gone.”—May 11. From Dublin 1s. and 2 pieces

of artificial teeth set in gold.-É5. from “J. A., North Hants.”

—From Canada West £6.—May 13. From Barnstaple £8.6s. 8d.

—May 18. From Mowbray, Cape of Good Hope, £2.—May 22.

From London a One Pound Note, with Psalm 55, 22.—May 23.

From the Missionary Girls' School at Penang £1.11s. 6d.—May

D 2
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24. From Belgium £1.—£1.1s. 6d. from an Orphan Box on board

the “Empress.”

IV. The Objects of the Institution are : —

1. To assist Day-Schools, Sunday-Schools, and Adult-Schools,

in which instruction is given upon Scriptural principles, and, as

far as the Lord may give the means, supply us with suitable

teachers, and in other respects make our path plain, to establish

Schools of this kind.

a. By Day-Schools taught upon Scriptural principles, we under

stand Day-Schools in which the teachers are believers, in which

the way of salvation is scripturally pointed out, and in which no

instruction is given which is opposed to the principles of the Gospel.

There have been during this period four such schools in Bristol

entirely supported by the funds of this Institution, one at

Callington in Cornwall and one at Kenilworth in Warwickshire.

Thus there are 6 Day-Schools entirely supported by the funds of

the Institution, in which there were on May 26, 1865, altogether

485 children. -

In addition to the entire support of these six Day-Schools, there

have been eleven other Day-Schools assisted with money or books,

1 in Middlesex, l in Worcestershire, 1 in Hampshire, 1 in Dor

setshire, 1 in Cornwall, 1 in Yorkshire, 2 in Scotland, and 3 in

T]emerara.

b. Sunday-Schools, in which the teachers are believers, and in

which the Holy Scriptures alone are the foundation of instruction,

—are such only as the Institution supports or assists; for we

consider it unscriptural that any persons, who do not profess to

know the Lord themselves, should be engaged in giving religious

instruction. There was one Sunday-School in Bristol, in which

there are 140 children, entirely supported by the funds of this

Institution; and five others, 1 in Kent, 1 in Middlesex, 2 in

Devonshire, and 1 in Cornwall were assisted with Bibles and

Testaments. *

c. The Institution does not support or assist any Adult-School,

except the teachers are believers. There are two such Adult

Schools, one in Bristol and one at Callington, entirely supported

by the funds of the Institution, in which, since March 5, 1834,

altogether 3314 adults have been instructed. The number at

present on the books is 29.

The adults are instructed in reading and writing. But while

these schools are principally intended to teach persons to read,

in order that they may themselves be able to read the Holy Scrip

tures, yet those who teach them take the opportunity of speaking

to the scholars about the way of salvation, and make remarks on

portions of the word of God which may be read: and thus many

have been led to care about their souls during the past 31 years.

All the expenses connected with these Schools are borne by the

funds of the Institution.

In connexion with all these various Schools, I would suggest

the following important matter for prayer. Since March, 1834,
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there have been 8426 children in the Day-Schools. In the Adult

Schools there have been 3314 persons. The number of Sunday

School children amounts to 3545. Thus, without reckoning the

Orphans, 15,285 souls have been brought under habitual instruc

tion in the things of God in these various Schools: besides the

many thousands in the Schools in various, parts of England,

Ireland, Scotland, Canada, British Guiana, the West Indies, the

East Indies, &c. which have been to a greater or less degree

assisted. Now, what I would especially request is, that all

believers, who take an interest in this work, would help me and

my fellow-labourers with their prayers, that not only those who

are at present under our instruction may be spiritually benefited,

but particularly also that God would be pleased to work mightily

in the hearts of those who were formerly under our care, in bringing

to their remembrance the truth which was then set before them. I

am the more induced to repeat this request, as we frequently meet

with young men or young women, who many years ago were under

our care and instruction, who thankfully own the benefit which

they received when with us, and who are now believers in the

Lord Jesus, though at that time they might have given us little

or no hope. Thus has the Lord been pleased afterwards to cause

the seed to spring up and to bear fruit to His praise.

The amount of means, which was expended during the past

year, in connexion with the various Schools, is £650, 7s. 8d. ; and

during the past 31 years £12,032. 14s. 5%d.

2. The second object of this Institution is, to circulate the

Holy Scriptures.

We sell Bibles and New Testaments to poor persons at reduced

prices, or, if the cases be found suitable, give them altogether

gratuitously. In cases of needy schools, carried on in the fear of

God, it would be joy in the Lord to us, to supply them with as

many copies of the Holy Scriptures as they may require. This

applies especially to all missionary efforts in foreign lands, or to

any Scriptural means which are used to spread the truth of God,

in the dark places of our own land.

Our particular aim, in circulating the Holy Scriptures, is, to

seek out the very poorest of the poor, through visits from house to

house, in order to find out the need of the Holy Scriptures, and to

supply persons either entirely gratis or on the payment of a small

amount. With this we especially combine the furnishing aged

persons with copies in large type, a point of great moment, as the

smallness of the type, even where a copy of the Bible is possessed,

would keep many aged persons from reading it; and also because

it is well known that Bibles, printed in large type, are, up to this

present day, expensive, considering the means of the poor. I have

been greatly assisted in these efforts of searching out the most

needy persons, destitute of the Holy Scriptures, by many ser

wants of Christ, who, in England, Scotland, Ireland, Italy, Spain,

Nova Scotia, Canada, British Guiana, the East Indies, Australia,

Africa, China, &c., have sought to circulate God's Holy Word.
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The number of Bibles, New Testaments, and Portions of the

Holy Scriptures, which have been circulated since May 26, 1864,

is as follows:

426 Bibles have been sold.

1,897 Bibles have been given away.

793 New Testaments have been sold.

3,313 New Testaments have been given away.

69 Copies of the Psalms have been sold.

35 Copies of the Psalms have been given away.

293 Other small portions of the Holy Scriptures have been sold.

There have been circulated since March 5, 1834, through the

medium of this Institution, 36,773 Bibles, 27,093 New Testaments,

1,055 copies of the Psalms, and 2,759 other small portions of the

Holy Scriptures.

Bibles, New Testaments, and smaller portions of the Holy

Scriptures may at any time be procured at the Bible and Tract

Warehouse of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution, 34, Park

Street, Bristol. There are kept in stock 245 different sorts of

Bibles, each varying from the other in type or binding, or by being

with or without marginal references. Their prices range from

9d. to £3. The large assortment of pocket Bibles, from 9d. to

£1.6s. 6d., furnishes the public with a great variety for choice.

There may be had also 26 different kinds of New Testaments, one

kind of which, in clear type, is sold at 4d. for the benefit of the

poor, though it costs 10d., bought in large numbers, at wholesale

price. By personal application, or by writing to Mr. William

Parsons, the manager of the Depository, 34, Park Street, Bristol,

a catalogue of the whole stock of Bibles, Testaments, and other

portions of the Holy Scriptures, with their prices, may be
obtained.

During the past four years and a half we have especially availed

ourselves of the openings, which the Lord has been pleased to give

for the circulation of the Holy Scriptures in Italy, so that 1,585

Italian Bibles and 3,000 Italian Testaments have been circulated.

For some years past, we have also circulated many Spanish,

Portuguese, Russian, French, German, Swedish, Danish, and

T}utch Bibles and Testaments.

During no previous §§ have we been enabled to circulate so

many copies of the Holy Scriptures, as during the past year.

The amount of the funds of the Institution, spent during the

past year on the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, is £404. 14s. 10d.

The total amount spent since March 5, 1834, is £7,960. 14s. 3d.

3. The third object of the Institution is, to aid Missionary

efforts. -

During the past year was expended of the funds of the Insti

tution, for this object, the sum of £5,669. 9s. 5%d. By this sum

One Hundred and Twenty Two labourers in the word and doc

trine, in various parts of the world, were, to a greater or less

degree assisted. The amount sent to each of these servants of

Christ is as follows: - -



No. 1. Labouring in British No. 57. Labouring in Norfolk £ 40

Guiana (a European) £106 || No. 58. Labouring in Suffolk £ 50

No. 2. Ditto ( Ditto ) £ 80 | No. 59. Labouring in Middlesex 4, 51

No. 3. Ditto ( Ditto ) £ 80 | No. 60. Ditto 36 50

No. 4. Ditto ( a Chinese ) £ 50 | No. 61. Ditto 4; 40

No. 5. Ditto ( a Native ) £ 40 | No. 62, Ditto 3C 40

No. 6. Ditto ( Ditto ) e 26 No. 63. Ditto 30, 40

No. 7. Labouring in China No. 64. Ditto £ 40

(a European) £120 | No. 65. Ditto £ 35

No. 8. Ditto ( Ditto ) £110 | No. 66. Ditto 4, 25

No. 9. Ditto ( Ditto ) # 85 No. 67. Labouring in Surrey £ 50
No. 10. Ditto ( Ditto ) £ 50 | No. 68. Ditto £ 25

No. 11. Labouring in Penang No. 69. Labouringin Buckingmsh.é 40

(a European) £140 | No. 70 Labouring in Wiltshire £ 40

No. 12. Ditto ( Ditto ) 4: 115 No. 71. Ditto 4, 25

No. 13. Ditto ( Ditto ) e 60 | No. 72. Labouring in Herefordsh. 4, 45

No. 14. Labouring in the East No. 73. Labouringin Monmouthsh..ſ. 50

Indies (a European) £ 85 | No. 74. Ditto 3& 5

No. 15. Ditto ( Ditto ) £ 85 No. 75. Labouring in Glo'stersh. £ 70

No. 16. Ditto ( Ditto ) e 60 | No. 76. Ditto 3, 70

No. 17. Ditto ( Ditto ) e 60 | No. 77. Ditto 39 40

No. 18. Ditto ( Ditto ) e 40 | No. 78. Ditto 4; 40

No. 19. Ditto ( Ditto ) e 40 | No. 79. Ditto 4; 40.

No. 20. Labouring in the United No. 80. Ditto 4, 35°

States 4; 40 | No. 81. Ditto £ 35

No. 21. Labouring in Nova Scotia £ 85 | No. 82 Ditto 4, 20

No. 22. Ditto 4, 60 | No. 83. Ditto 4, 12

No. 23. Labouring in Canada £ 65 | No. 84. Ditto £ 3

No. 24. Ditto # 65 | No. 85. Labouring in Berkshire £ 15

No. 25. Labouring in Spain # 90 | No. 86. Labouring in Hampshire £ 60

No. 26. Ditto # 88 | No. 87. Labouring in Dorsetshire £ 50

No. 27.Y No. 88. Labouring in Somersetsh. 4, 55.

No. 28. No. 89. JDitto 4, 50

No. 29. No. 90. Ditto £ 45

No. 30. No. 91. Ditto 30, 45

§: #. all ten labouring in Italy £200 §.; ; : :

No. 33. No 94. Ditto 4; 40°

No. 34 No. 95. Ditto 4; 40

No. 35. No. 96. Ditto :E 31

No. 36 No. 97. Ditto & 15

No. 37. Labouring in France £ 70 | No. 98. Labouring in Devonshire £ 100

No. 38. 1)itto & 50 | No. 99. Ditto 4, 65

No. 39. Labouring in Belgium £ 66 | No 100. Ditto 36 50

No. 40. Labouring in Switzerland £ 50 | No. 101. Ditto 36 50

No. 41. Labouring in Ireland £ 75 | No. 102. Ditto 4, 50

No. 42. Ditto £ 40 | No. 103. Ditto £ 46

No. 43. Ditto 4; 40 | No. 104. Ditto £ 45

No. 44. Ditto 3C 40 | No. 105. Ditto 36 40

No. 45. Labouring in Scotland £ 100 | No. 106. Ditto 39 40

No. 46. LabouringinWestmoreland4:45 | No. 107. Ditto £ 40

No. 47. Labouring in Lancashire £ 45 | No. 108, Ditto £ 40

No. 48. Labouring in Cheshire £ 40 | No. 109. Ditto 4, 30

No. 49 Labouring in Shropshire £ 45 No. 110. Ditto 38 30

No. 50. Labouring in Co. Durham £ 40 | No. 111. Ditto £ 25

No. 51. Ditto 4; 40 | No. 112. Ditto 4, 25

No. 52. Labouring in Yorkshire £ 90 | No. 113. Ditto 4, 25

No. 53. Ditto £ 40 | No. 1 14. Ditto 4, 25

No. 54. Labouring in Nottingmsh.é 60 | No. 115. Ditto 4, 20

No. 55. Labouring in Warwicksh. 4, 55 | No. 116. Ditto is 20°

No. 56. Ditto £ 40 | No. 117. Ditto 3C 20
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No. 118. Labouringin Devonshire £ 15 | No. 121. Labouring in Devonshire £ 10

No. 119. Ditto 4, 14 | No. 122. Ditto 4. 10

No. 120. Ditto . E 10 -

There was also expended in connexion with some preaching places in spiritually

dark villages in Somersetshire and Gloucestershire, £36. 9s. 5}d. -

As the Christian reader will like to know something of the

labours of the brethren, whom I have sought to assist during the

past year, I give some extracts out of the several hundred letters,

which I have received from them during the year. - -

A brother, labouring in Demerara, writes on Nov. 22, 1864 —“Through the

loving kindness of our gracious God and Father, we continue in this work here,

unworthy as we are ; and He does use us a little, I trust, for His name, both in

helping on His people and gathering some of the other sheep.” He brings them

by us, blessed be His holy name, into the fold! You will be pleased to hear that

I baptized twelve brothers and sisters last Sunday week the 13th instant, Africans

and Creoles. I often think that there is very little thankfulness in me when ones

and twos, and nines and tens, are brought to the Lord. I have often found myself

looking at the hundreds and thousands of unconverted, instead of the brand

plucked from the burning ; still I would bless the Lord from my heart for the

smallest manifestation of His grace, while I mourn over, labour and pray for, the

thousands of unconverted around us.”

The same brother writes on May 6, 1865: “Through our Heavenly Father's

loving care, I am kept in good health, and enabled to work in the vineyard, daily.

The field is large, and therefore more labourers are needed; but one who loves the

Master, and loves His work, cannot be discouraged: one loves to think that it is

not here that we see, or are meant to see, the full fruit of our labours. We must

sow now the seed; we shall see the harvest gathered in hereafter; and sure it is,

that it is not in vain that Christ's servants have laboured. I baptized six here last

month, one brother and five sisters: they were Creoles and Africans, all with

black faces; but as cleansed by the blood of Jesus, He can say of them ‘ thou

art all fair my love, there is no spot in thee.’” -

Another brother also labouring in Demerara, writes on Sep. 2nd, 1864: “After

the meeting, two men came to speak to me about their souls. There are a few

coming forward; may the Lord bless them! The Lord's day before last I was at

Craig, and spent a happy time; many came to the meetings; we had a meeting

early in the morning as I had a person to baptize; she has lately found peace in

believing.”

The wife of one of the brethren, labouring in Demerara, writes on Jan. 7th,

1865: “Our brother O Tye Kim accompanied us to Craig. The school children

had a tea there, and our brother addressed them. My husband was taken with

fever the same day and so could not attend. Mrs. T. who was with us, kindly

remained with my husband, while I went over to the school for a little while. I

was pleased to see what pains the School Master had taken to instruct the children

in Bible truth; they answered almost every question that was put to them: even

the little ones. There were several Chinese present, as they had heard that

brother O Tye Kim was to be there; they walked two and a half miles to hear

him; so after he had spoken to the children, he addressed the Chinese in their

own tongue. It does cheer and comfort our hearts to see how the Lord is working

among them; and what an open door our brother has, wherever he goes. There

are between twenty and thirty to be baptized. We have above a hundred now

attending the meeting here every Lord's day morning; they walk from 4, to 12

miles, and some of them rise at 2 o'clock to cook their rice, and then set out on

their journey. “This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.' We

are earnestly praying to the Lord, to give us the means to build the Meeting

Room. . The land has been purchased now some years; and there are one thousand

dollars in hand for the building. This Meeting Room is much too small for us

now, since the Chinese have been coming; and there is not another, suitable for

hire, in the whole city; and in a little time this house is to be sold.” - - -

Her husband writes on Feb. 3rd, 1865: “You will rejoice to hear, that the Lord
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is blessing our brother O Tye Kim and his fellow labourers in the Gospel, many of

the Chinese have been brought to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus.

Last Friday I baptized 26 persons, 21 were Chinese, and it being their new year, a

great many were assembled at the Old Colony House, as they are allowed a few

days holiday at this time; some came a great distance to the meeting.”

A brother labouring at Ningpo, China, writes on May 12, 1864, received in

July, 1864:—

“Mrs. L. mentioned a visit she had with you, while in England, and I dare say she

may have given you some account of the school, as it is an enterprise in which

she takes a very deep interest. So I will only say that it is increasing in number,

and I trust in usefulness. When Mrs. L. left there were but fifteen girls, now

there are twenty. No effort is made to increase the number as we have already

imore than we have suitable accommodations for. But I am now building a house

that will afford good accommodations for forty or fifty girls, including apartments

for an assistant governess. The building I hope will be ready for occupation in

the course of two or three months. Most of the girls in the school are yet quite

small, yet some of them are now fourteen or fifteen years old. Some five or six

of the elder girls have given encouraging evidence of piety and have been admitted

into the church during the past year. In other respects also my missionary work

is encouraging, both in my own congregation and in that left to my care by our

dear brother J.”

The same brother writes on Nov. 5, 1864: “Accept again, dear Brother, my

sincerest thanks for your kindness. I shall be glad to use your bounty for the

object mentioned. I am not only thankful for your kind remembrance in this

way, but l am glad to think that I am remembered also in your prayers. I am

sure I must be prayed for by some one; for my work, notwithstanding all my

littleness of faith and unfitness in other respects, seems to prosper. Two months

ago I had the pleasure of baptizing at one time sixteen persons, twelve in con

nexion with the congregation left in my care by our dear brother J., and four in

connexion with my own. Since then six more candidates have been accepted in

connexion with the former, and there are several applicants connected with the

latter. Mrs. L.'s orphan school is also prospering, The house that has been

building during the past year is now nearly ready for occupation. It will afford

very good accommodations for fifty girls, and an assistant, if Mrs. L. should ever

have one. Her present number of girls however is only twenty three. They will

doubtless increase, and as fast as we shall be prepared for them. The mission

generally at Ningpo I believe is prospering. And numerous stations and churches

are springing up in the region round about. There are difficulties and discourage

ments connected with it. But it is the Lord's work and it will prosper.”

A brother labouring at Penang, writes on Aug. 8, 1864: “We have cause for

much praise and thanksgiving to our loving Father in heaven for bringing some to

put their trust in Jesus, and rely on Him alone for the salvation of their souls. A

few weeks ago, I was invited by one of the brethren to go to his house as some

young persons desired to hear the Gospel. The wife of this brother is also a

believer, they have both been in fellowship a few years. I went to the house about

5 o'clock in the evening, and found two young women, his wife, and two strangers

from India, one of whom was a believer, and married, the other has entered the

school. These two young women had never heard the Gospel, and their native

language being Malay, was an advantage to them; both were Mohammedans. I

told them, before we commenced, I would kneel down and ask God's blessing upon

the word, and that He would be pleased to open their hearts to understand the

truth. We all kneeled down and I prayed; afterwards I read to them several

portions of the Word and simply preached to them Jesus. I set before them, as

the Lord enabled me, His sacrifice, the sacrifice of Himself for sin. They quite

understood the meaning of a sacrifice, and whilst relating to them the wondrous

story, their eyes were fixed upon me, the whole of the time. I went once or twice

in the week for a few weeks, setting Jesus before them as the only way of sal

vation, and through whom alone men could be pardoned and saved. They both

received the Gospel and believed in Jesus. One of them was baptized on the 24th

ultimo, her name is Lydia, the other is near her confinement, she also will, God

willing, be baptized on her recovery. On the 28th ult, four Chinamen were also
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baptized after giving evidence of their faith in Christ; they were four clear cases

of conversion. Last Thursday evening two more Chinamen were examined;

they desire to be baptized, both cases were satisfactory. Since Lydia was received

into fellowship, her father in law has been very angry, and on her leaving the chapel

yesterday week he came and made an attack upon her, as she was returning home.

She escaped from him; and brother G. and I went to see him, but he was not in his

house. In the evening we went again and found him at home. I then expos

tulated with him and told him not to persecute his step-daughter, as that religion

was not of God that persecuted. I exhorted him to come to Jesus and trust in

Him, though he might have to suffer shame and reproach. He promised he would

not molest her again, and if she wished to go that way she might do so. The

Lord's dear people who pray for us may see from this, that their prayers are not

in vain.”

The same brother writes on Nov, 22, 1864: “The latter end of last month

brother G., a Chinese brother and myself, took a tour for three days on the Main

land. We left the Mission about 9 o'clock in the morning and took a small boat.

In this boat we sailed about five miles and arrived at the opposite shore. We then

proceeded on foot for about 2 miles, until we came to a house where reside a

country born man and his wife. He is a manufacturer of cocoa nut oil, and em

ploys a great many hands. This couple live very much alone and are well disposed

to the Gospel, I should think the wife to be a believer. At 12 o'clock we had a

meal with them, called tiffin, rice and curry, and some coffee. After reading a

portion of the Word, we went on our journey, they kindly lending us a conveyance

drawn by a bullock, as it was very hot in the day. We arrived at a village called

Ager Tawer. Here we stayed and commenced at once to preach the glad

tidings; a crowd of Malays gathered around. Brother G. went further into the

village and preached to the Chinese. The population consisted principally of

Chinese and Malays. We continued preaching for about three hours. One man,

evidently with an air of self-reliance, asked how many had become Christians

there? I replied, I did not know one; but I further said, when you have to stand

before Jesus Christ, who will be your Judge, for every one will have to be judged by

Him, you then cannot say you never heard these glad tidings. During the afternoon

a large number of people came into the village. I asked what it meant; they

told me it was a funeral of a young man who had died from fever. They went

into the Mosque, but would not allow me to enter. I preached to them under the

wall, and, after they had done, many of them came to the front of the Mosque and

sat down: some listened and others cavilled. After we had done preaching, we

went to the house of the Punghulu, the chief man of the village, something like

an Inspector of Police in England. This man was very kind to us, he prepared

us rice and fowls for dinner. We spoke to him, and preached Jesus. In speaking

of the death of Jesus, (the Mohammedans deny the death of Christ, and he being

a Mohammedan, denied it too.) the Lord enabled me to speak so fºrcibly, proving

the death of Christ, that he got up from his seat and went out. He was an intel

ligent Malay. In this place we lodged for the night; we lay down on the floor,

each of us having a pillow and a mat, but no covering; hence the mosquitoes

were very troublesome. However we slept, the Lord watching over us in this

place, surrounded by hundreds who were enemies to Christ. In the morning we

awoke early and travelled on foot three miles further till we came to another

village. During the walk we meditated on the word and had our souls fed. The

name of the village is Penaga. We had some refreshment here, and a season of

prayer; we then went out and preached to those in the village, who listened to the

wondrous story of the Cross. We found one of the chief men in this village who

had been in the Mission School during Mr. B.'s time. He was a Mohammedan,

he said, but not a rigid one. After publishing the Gospel, we left about 3 o'clock

in the afternoon, and arrived in the dusk of the evening at the house of the oil

manufacturer, who kindly lodged us for the night. He allowed his workmen to

leave off work sooner, in order that they might get ready to come and hear the

Gospel. They all came together, men and women, about ten. I preached Jesus

to them in Malay, and set before them God's way of salvation: some among them

were Roman Catholics. About 9 o'clock we retired to rest, very fatigued, and

ºjºy. We took our leave in the morning and arrived at the Mission safe

and well.”
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The same brother writes on Jan. 6th, 1865, “The Chinese young woman of

whom I wrote, was baptized on the 1st of last month, her name is San Yong;

and a brother was baptized on the 18th of the same month, Sieu A Loy. The

Word by the Holy Spirit still takes effect. We have an open door in the Town,

and many listen to the glad tidings. Dear brother G. and I were in the Province,

on the Mainland, and had good opportunities; many heard.”

Another brother, also labouring at Penang, writes on 7th July, 1864: “Bro

ther C. and I continue to have, weekly, good meetings on board ships. We have

been printing large placards with Scripture texts, which are exhibited outside the

chapel gates for the passers by; in no other way can we reach the Europeans on

shore. We have reason to believe they have already been touching some; for it

has beef, said, Why not put them in the native languages for the heathen * This

island is in a fearfully dead state. Yet the Chinese listen very attentively to the

Word preached,—and power belongeth unto God. The Lord is our portion; and He

graciously lets us see from time to time His working among the few believers in

church fellowship here.”

The same brother writes on Oct. 7th, 1864: “There has been an addition of

six Chinese brethren here since the 28th July last. Part of the little church

consists of one dialect of Chinese, and part of another. This the devil makes use

of, to sow seeds of dissension and evil surmisings. There has been a time of

unusual trial in this respect of late, and it is not over yet. They are very weak,

and seem hardly to see through Satan's devices, in seeking to get them scattered.

Yet doubtless some of these are required to complete the number of those who

areto form the Body of Christ. This encourages us, whatever happens, “My word

shall not return unto me void.’”

A Christian captain, who saw the missionary operations at Penang, in writing

to me a description of it, on Nov. 15, 1864, gives this statement: “With the

exception of the missionaries, the church consists of native Christians, Chinese

(principally), Malays and Klings, numbering 67 adults with 30 communicants in

the schools. There are 45 boys, boarders, 20 girls, boarders, 20 day-scholars,

and 5 native teachers; 55 men and 12 women have been baptized. The women are not

so seriously inclined as the men; the generality of them think, they have no aim

or object in life except to get married and have children. One Chinaman in

particular appears very serious; he walks a distance of 10 miles to meeting every

Sunday morning. The others are all very attentive during worship, and the

singing is very good: the words in their own tongue are set to psalm tunes.”

A brother labouring in the Madras Presidency, East Indies, writes on May 11th,

1864, received the end of June, 1864:—“The Lord is greatly encouraging our

hearts now, to see, that, here and there, the Word is taking effect, and in several

places I hear of persons professing themselves Christians, who simply believe that

Jesus died for them on the cross as their substitute, and that they can only be

saved by Him. Two cases have come to my notice of persons in two different

villages about 20 miles west of this, and there are some cases of peculiar

interest.”

The wife of the same brother writes on 27th June, 1864:—“One of the oldest

converts in Palcole fell asleep in Jesus last week, leaving precious testimony of

his faith to the last.”

Her husband writes again on Jan. 11th, 1865:-“On the 1st, new year's day,

three natives were baptized; one had formerly been a Hindoo, but had turned
Mohammedan; he came out from among the latter in 1857, during the time. of

the mutiny, while I was at home. He is now a humble follower of Jesus. The

other two, a young man, and a young woman, were both formerly in our humble

school at Palcole. On Lord's day last my dear wife and I went over to Palcole,.

for the day, and during the night were joined by brother H , and by J. B.,

when we all proceeded to Martair, 16 miles from this, arriving at day break,

where a man and his wife were to be baptized, which baptism took place at 9 a.m.

in the Canal. Many of the Palcole Christians came over and we had a good day.

The Gospel was preached several times during the morning. This man is a very

sincere man, and though he has not much knowledge, yet he is, and will be, a

light in these dark regions; and he has great confidence that God his Father will

not allow them to remain alone there, but will give others to join them. Already.
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he sees some signs of willingness to listen to the truth among his neighbours: his

wife is a gentle, humble woman. There are many round about us desiring bap

tism, and we hear of many in distant places who are anxious to hear the Word.

I remain here until the 20th, when J. B's. school re-opens; to introduce the boys

to the school, and then go out, perhaps for a month, but may run in for a day or

two, if the Lord will. Allasahill, a few weeks since, visited some of the villages

from whence many formerly came to hear the Word. At one of these, one of the

men was on his death bed. He embraced A. most affectionately, and said, ‘I am

going to Jesus who died for me,’ and the next day fell asleep, we trust in Jesus.

Several cases of this kind have from time to time come to our knowledge, and I

have no doubt they often occur.”

Again the same missionary, who has been since 1836 labouring in India, among

the heathen, writes on April 7th, 1865:—“We are looking to the Lord for helpers,

in the way of persons who will act as schoolmasters among the poor and despised,

and who will, at the same time, tell them of Jesus, and read God's word to any

who will hear. There are many villages where such humble schools might be

established, and where they are earnestly asked for. I have established one of

this kind at Teregetta metta, an old station, and where there are a few native

Christians; and we hope to start others soon. I have also two schools at hamlets

near, containing together about 30 children. I have been for the most part of

the last three months, since the completion of my boat, travelling about in

different parts; not so much to evangelize, in our ordinary use of the term, that

is, where we have to seek for hearers; but in villages and in parts where numbers

are waiting to be taught the word of God. During one tour I adopted the plan,

after preaching, of teaching the people a text, and the one chosen was, ‘Behold

the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world,' and numbers of both

sexes, and of all ages, repeated it audibly after me many times, until they had

learned it. I often used it afterwards to point again to the Lamb of God. There

were cases of peculiar interest connected with this effort, literally to sow the seed

of the kingdom; and we look to God to water by His Spirit, the word of His

grace.”

Another brother, also labouring among the heathen in the Madras Presidency,

East Indies, writes on 7th June, 1864:—“I have been enabled to preach the

Gospel to a good number in these parts lately; and as I turned a deaf ear to their

foolish, and at times blasphemous arguments, had more attentive audiences than

usual. The other day I visited a festival where six sheep were offered up to a

goddess who is supposed to delight in blood. I spoke to a crowd of people before

and after the slaughtering of the sheep, and some listened with marked interest,

and asked what they should do. Oh I how I do long to see sinners feel them.

selves (through the power of the Holy Ghost, by the Word) to be sinners.”

The same missionary writes on Feb 19th, 1865:-" When your letter arrived,

I was absent from home, at a village about 20 miles distant from this, with

brother B. Our chief reason for going there, was to see a couple of men whom I

had met at the festival which I was about to visit, when I last wrote, and who

then appeared anxious about their souls. We found one of them, and had oppor

tunities for reading and speaking in the evenings and during the night to him

and about 20 others belonging to his sect. He and two or three others are, no

doubt, anxious about their state; but I do not think they as yet read their title

clear; they seem quite ill at ease, not knowing what to do. I give you the name

of one who is most anxious, that you may remember him before the Lord ; his

name is Coll'uru Dorri-ya, belonging to a so called high caste. As I mentioned

in my last, we (my wife, children and myself) went to the festival at Antrivady

and met large numbers of people, to many of whom I was enabled to preach the

everlasting Gospel. There was scarcely an hour of the day in which we were without

hearers, for the five days which we spent there. The remembrance of that time,

and the readiness with which many appeared to listen to the good news, will, Í

feel, be ever fresh to my mind. Do pray regarding the incorruptible seed which

we scattered at Antrivady. On the first day when speaking to some hundreds

who were on their way to the sea side, one, a high caste man, who had listened

very attentively for some time, came out from the crowd and said something to

this effect: ‘Well, I have come so far, but I will go no further; I shall not bathe
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in the sea, but go home at once; we are on the wrong track.” He then walked

to the tent door, sat there for a short time, then, amidst the jeers of some, started.

for his home, which was some miles distant. I am sorry to say, in the midst of

the crowd I did not ask his name. Since that, I have been permitted to visit

two other festivals, one in company with brother B., and the other alone. At

both many poor dark souls heard of Jesus, and some bought books and tracts.

As you may suppose, we met with opposition. At Antrivady some bought tracts

and afterwards tore them up before my face; I could do nothing but pity them.

Two men were crushed under the idol's car. Whilst all appeared awe stricken at

the accident, I took the opportunity of preaching Christ; may the Lord bless

His own word Brother B. baptized five native females, and one young man the

other day; others are desiring baptism. May the Lord work mightily by His

Holy Spirit.”

A younger brother, labouring in connexion with the last two missionaries, writes

on Jan. 6, 1865:—“Regarding the school, I cannot with certainty say much as

to the manifest results of the daily declarations of the precious Gospel of our

Saviour, amongst the poor boys, though, we cannot but have great hopes of the

Secret working of the Spirit, in the hearts of some of them. The manifest atten

tion paid by them to the preached word, and the very evident interest taken in

its precious truths, as well, as their disregard of all their idolatrous practices and

ceremonies, lead us to form hopes, that the seed sown has not altogether proved

to have fallen by the way side. Oh I may the Lord grant His word to grow up

and bear fruit. The bonds with which the Satanic system of caste binds these :

poor youths, are indeed very strong, and it needs the mighty influence of the

“constraining love of Christ,' to cause them to break through the meshes of this,

net of the enemy of souls, even where the light of the Gospel has, in a measure,

shone into the heart, and revealed the preciousness of Jesus; as I believe it has in

one or two cases. In other respects the Lord's work here has met with blessed

results. Fven our little English gatherings together have been blessed to the

souls of two or three; while to the native brethren, there have been several addi

tions by baptism. It was a most delightful sight, to witness on new year's day

the whole of the native Christians, amounting to about 50, gathering together,

and a most precious privilege it was to meet with them in communion, after the

admission of three more converts who had that day professed to put on Christ.

Several more we hope to receive shortly into the visible church, and at the same,

time we have great cause for thankfulness regarding the interesting state, in

general, of the natives in neighbouring parts, who seem anxious to hear, and quite

prepared to receive the Gospel tidings. Our dear brethren B. and H. find in this.

an especial cause of joy, as it shows, that their labours in the Lord have not been

in vain.” -

The following 2 extracts are from a letter written by a brother who laboured

for a season in Spain, but was obliged, on account of the health of his wife and

children, to go for a time to Marseilles, France. He writes from thence on

Jan 25th, 1865:-

“I can trust the Lord about our service here and in Spain, and although I am

sometimes tried by the silence of some dear ones, who think still I ought to be in

England, yet I see that abundant doors are opened in these neglected parts, for a

sower of seed. To live and sow for the great harvest day is the wish of my heart.

I lately met with a pleasing instance illustrating the value of tract distribution.

I was visiting our English crews here, speaking with them and giving tracts;

when leaving one vessel a young man said, “There is a man on board our ship,

lying over there, who would be glad to see you, I know.’ ‘Does he love Jesus,.

then?' I asked. ‘Yes, sir, I am sure he does.' I went on board, and after some

conversation with the mate, I asked if there was such and such a man on board.

‘Yes, and I am sure he is on the right track; I'll call him up.' He called out,

Charley come up, here is a friend come to see you. Charles soon came, a young

man about 22, a most cheerful, yet grace subdued looking youth. ‘Well, Charles,

they tell me that you love the Lord Jesus.” “I believe He is my Saviour, I

believe he died on the cross for my sins, sir.” “And have you known the Saviour

long?” “About 12 months.’, ‘And how did you find that joy?', 'From some

tracts which were given me by my ship mates and from some which were given
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me ashore. I picked it out, particularly from one, The Debt is Paid"—It is very

affecting to find these nations so destitute of the word of life; and yet I am sure

there are many desiring to possess the Scriptures. I visited two Spanish vessels

on Sunday last, giving to each of the men a copy of the Gospel of Luke, or John,

or Epistle to the Romans. The day following the Colporteur entered their vessels

and two men bought New Testaments; and the captain, to whom I gave a portion

and some little tracts, and with whom I had a long conversation, bought a Bible

from him. I am under promise to take the mate one."

The same brother writes from Marseilles, Feb. 24, 1865:—“In His name I

gratefully acknowledge the receipt of £12., which will be specially guarded for

our intended journey, and is a proof that the Lord would have us prepare to go—

which I think may be about the last week of March; and if my dear wife be able

to bear the sea voyage, I think to go by sea to Alicante, and thence to Madrid.

I have written brother G. to look out a lodging for us. One special mercy has

just come to my knowledge, which is, that our present dwelling can be given up

at the end of the half year, without the payment of the other six months. When

dear brother C. took the house, he thought we would have to pay 12 months'

rent; but our friend the Colporteur enquired, and he finds that we can go at the

half year, as I have given due notice (so I understand the matter). I have also

found a purchaser for some of our furnishing matters at but little reduction to the

original price. I hope also to dispose of the whole, so as to be able to furnish a

flat again in Madrid. We find this so much better than taking lodgings, both for

our own convenience and as being less expensive. A table, stocl and candlestick

does not cost much; and should we have to quit the land, we can do so without

leaving much spoil for the enemy; and in spirit we would desire to follow in the

footprints of our blessed Lord and Master; to be content with mean things;

which will assuredly be in proportion, as we are drawn after Him in His ways

while in the world, and drawn to see Jesus as preparing mansions for us. He is

a goodly heritage. One young Colporteur, an agent for the G. B. Society, has

come more than once, to propose giving up connexion with the Society—although

the most liberal of many societies—as he would rather be free to serve. I have

counselled him to wait on God much before doing so; and I believe he sees it to

be a good thing. I have pointed out to him the danger of imitating the faith of

others beyond the actual faith possessed, and (being married) beyond the faith of

his wife. He has a very tender conscience and will not need the bit and bridle.

Many dear brethren here constantly refer church questions to me, and I generally

try to answer by the text—"Then shall ye know, if ye follow on to know the

Lord.' I shall feel the separation from many here; they show us much love, and

try much to keep us here.”

Again he writes on March 17th, 1865: “I enclose you the account of the print

ing the tracts, of which I have already distributed a good number. The friends

here regard the work with much pleasure, and all say it is just the thing needed:

they are to the point, is the universal testimony. The Colporteurs like them much

and have distributed many. One told me a few days ago, he met a man who was

in a sad state of soul, owing to the death of a child; he offered him a bible, but

he would not buy, then he gave him one of the tracts, I think “How SamWilliams,

&c., he read it a little time, and then, as if some new thought had struck him,

asked for the bible, which he bought. I distribute in different ways—to sailors,

boatmen, passengers, shopkeepers, &c., and am glad to find them accepted with

pleasure. I have given 300 to the Young Men's Christian Association—several

of them whom I well know are zealous workers at the Chapel of Mr. B ; there

are also 3 or 4 others who delight to work, so that I hope they will value the work

begun, and get a fresh supply when these are out. I gave some tracts to some

Evangelists from the mountains of Cevennes who appear to be doing a good work

in those parts. Other Evangelists had some, altogether about 700.”

Having, returned to Spain, this brother writes from Madrid, April 10th, 1865:

“You will rejoice in the Lord's care over us, on our journey to this, whither we

came late on Saturday night. His hand was wonderfully manifest in great and

small matters of our journey. We went by the sea to Barcelona, as I found the

journey to Alicante would be very trying for us all, as the sea was rough, and we

all suffered much from sickness, and the expense would not be much more; and
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that, if I went by Saragossa, I should have an opportunity of staying a couple of

days at Barcelona, to see some there. This was accomplished, and the dear people

at Gracia received us as angels. I was able to give a New Testament to a young

man I had greatly desired should have one, when we left Gracia. He was the

brother of a young woman who had been a cripple for 4 years, unable to move

hands or feet, but was carried from her bed to the shop. I found her cutting out a

coat, and joyfully she rose to show me how she could walk. Her joyful mother

thought I would now take some money for the good she received; which gave me

a precious opportunity of showing, by whose power and holiness she had been

made to walk, and who would now receive their souls, to pardon, save, and prepare

for the place where there is no sickness and death. We travelled on to Saragossa,

having many opportunities of giving copies of God's word to our fellow travellers,

and of conversing of the things of Jesus. One young man specially appeared

sent of God to us: he conversed in the most happy manner of the things of God,

and was well versed in doctrinal points. When I led him to the eternal state of

the church he admitted, such things were wonderful, but too high for him.”

The following extract is from a letter, written by a brother who for about 18

months has been labouring in Spain. He had been for a time in Madrid, came to

England to be married, returned very shortly after again to Spain, and writes

from Madrid on Jan, 5th, 1865:—

“We left London Dec. 16th, passed on through Paris to Bordeaux; here we

found the Spanish Exiles who had grown in grace since we saw them 15 months

before. We attended their meeting on Lord's day evening; the room was well

nigh filled by 30 or 40 Spaniards, men and women. F. spoke with simplicity and

power; he was followed by a young man who had been converted at one of these

meetings—he spoke the Gospel. They sung a hymn together and concluded with

prayer. I was very thankful to be at this meeting, the first Spanish church meet

ing in worship. I afterwards visited them at their houses; they showed much

affection for us, and we read and prayed together; this put an end to all doubt in

my mind as to their being converted, as it had been reported that they were only

Protestants.-The Lord graciously brought us and all we had in safety and peace.

We took lodging in a Boarding House. The day after our arrival we had a heavy

fall of snow, the trains were stopped on the way and some passengers blocked in

for 3 days; the postal communication has not yet been restored, they have to send

letters round another way; thus we thanked the Lord for bringing us to our des

tination a day before. As soon as B. (the artist who received the Gospel with his

wife) knew of our arrival, he came to offer us two rooms in his house; this we

were thankful for. We have removed to this place (named at the heading of this

letter) and he and wife show much kindness. We shall now be able to abide or

seek a house suitable in the Lord's time; and as my dear wife is desirous of

acquiring the Spanish tongue as soon as possible, she is in the very best way of

learning, with these dear people. I find I am well received again here by those to

K. I had access before I went to England, and we look forward in faith to the

ture.”

The same brother writes from Madrid on Feb. 2, 1865: “Since our arrival here

we have had much peace and joy in the Lord. His mercies have been very

marked, not only with regard to temporal things such as lodging, &c., but in

giving us favour with Spaniards who have desired to hear the truth from us; and

we have been cheered by seeing the springing up of seed, sown when I was here

before. Our health has been good, and my dear wife is fast acquiring the language.

After our arrival here, as soon as P. B. (the artist of whom I spoke) knew of

our being here, he and his wife came to welcome us and to offer us their house as

they had a bed and sitting room in it not in use; they wished us to live with

them without payment; this we did not think it well to accept, and sought

guidance as to our going there. We thought it would be well, as we may be helps

to P. B. and wife in the truth; and we should have access to their circle of friends,

my wife would sooner learn the language with Spaniards, and the rooms were

light and airy. We pay them what we should pay elsewhere. We have been here

now about a month and believe the hand of the Lord manifestly led us here, as

every purpose for which we came has been answered. P. B. and wife love to come

to us and read and speak of the Word. They have spoken of Christ to their
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relatives who desired them to bring us to their house. Last week we spent an

evening in reading and expounding the Word; there were present the mother,

daughter, and an officer in the army. Through their questions much truth was

opened up; and, before leaving, they all desired the Scriptures, which I supplied.

Next day, the son (a civil engineer) came to me, desiring a bible, and listened

earnestly when I spoke to him of the way of salvation. On calling on the people

where I lodged, when here before, they expressed much pleasure at seeing me.

again, said they had never forgotten my conversations with them, and they now,

read the Testament. Some friends of theirs had wished to see me; two days after

they brought a man and his wife, who wished to know the truth. They listened.

to the word and wished to have the Scriptures, which I supplied; and many other

opportunities we have had of sowing seed. We find more than ever the ignorance

of the poorer classes here. I should think not more than two out of every 50

females can read. There are two servants in the house in which we live; my wife.

has been teaching them to read, as it is of no use else putting the Scriptures into their.

hands. This is a brief outline of our work here; we look forward in faith to see

the Lord's goodness in the conversion of souls, although the great bulk of the people

are infidels.”

Again he writes from Madrid on May 30, 1865: “We are moving on silently.

and sowing the seed without intermission, although the enemy is watching us.

But we are kept without fear and in strong confidence, that the Lord is working.

in some consciences and also hiding us from adversaries and comforting us con

cerning our work. We pursue the same course—that is to say, we take every

opportunity of personal conversations and supplying the Scriptures to those who

express a wish to have them. The small Gospels we often place on the seats in

the public walks, and they are all soon taken up; and, if we pass again, we see

them in the hands of readers. These single Gospels, very well got up, and having

a label on the cover with the words—“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

shalt be saved,” were supplied by a brother named H. of London, who has offered

to supply us with thousands, if we can have them conveyed to us. We met with

a Spanish brother, the story of whose conversion was very encouraging. Just

before brother L. came to Madrid, Francisco L. from the province of La Mancha

found us out through Brother G. He was as rejºiced as we were, to meet a

brother in Christ. I asked him of his conversion, and he told us, that about 10.

years since, Br. G. gave his father a New Testament. This was the instrument

in the conversion of his soul: he departed to be with Christ about 4 years since;

but the fruit of his ministry is, that five persons (consisting of his sons and their

wives), have received Christ, Francisco being one of them. They never had more

than two Testaments among them; these they lent from one to another, and occa

sionally met to read together. They had not read the Old Testament. I was

able to supply him with two Bibles and three Testaments, and a few hymns; he

was rejoiced with his treasure. He visited us again lately and said the postmaster.

of their small town was desiring to know the truth and wished to have a Bible,

and others were inquiring. We supplied him with a few more copies of the

Scriptures. P. B., the artist (in whose house we have had lodging since our

return from England) and his wife, give us much comfort. He is a man of good

education and who meditates on what he reads in the Scriptures; he is a great

help to us, at our meetings, seeing very clearly the reality from the counterfeit. I

trust he may be a chosen vessel. Salvador I., of Miranda, to whom I gave a Bible

more than a year ago, wrote to me about 3 weeks since, saying he is following on

in the knowledge of the things of God, although there are many things in the

Scriptures hard to be understood. He is a working man, with but little edu

cation, and quite alone amidst multitudes around him worshipping they know not.

what. I seek by letter to lead him on in the truth. At one of our meetings,

one who professes to know the Lord (although we have never had confidence in

him) brought a young woman, a devoted Romanist, who attended mass every day;

the next day a priest called on her to whom she spoke of what she had been

hearing. He at once alarmed her, by telling her she had been among heretics, and

bid her at once go to the confessional. The next morning she went, and the

“father confessor' refused to absolve her until he had consulted with some of the

higher dignitaries of the church; at the same time he told her, we were known and
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watched, and that the prison would be our fate; but as we can say “the Lord is

the strength of my life,' we have no fear. By these circumstances her conscience

has been awakened, and she has been reading the Scriptures, so we hear. About

a fortnight since Br. I. and I visited a house, and a Spaniard came in to whom we

found opportunity of speaking of Christ, he received a Testament. A few days

since he called again at the same house, to say how thankful he was to get such

a book; he was then going to purchase spectacles, to help his reading, as the

print was very small; hearing this we have sent him a large print Testament.

These few circumstances will show the Lord's care of us, and they assure us that

our labour is not in vain. We are cast entirely upon the Lord every step of our

way, and thus it is we are kept in perfect peace. Our increased knowledge of

the language gives us greater facility in speaking. My dear wife is a true help

meet, and is now able to make herself well understood in Spanish.”

The brother who went from Marseilles to Madrid, writes from Madrid on May

29, 1865:—

“It is pleasant to think that the Lord has in this land and city such an one as

this dear gentleman who would gladly take into his house 300 copies of the Word

to-morrow, could he get them. Since I last wrote, I have had the joy of selling

20 Bibles and 10 Testaments to a stranger whom I was led to accost in the streets

at a book-stall. As I passed I saw in his hands a copy of the Word in Latin and

Spanish with notes, which he was examining and asking questions about; but

on his going away without it, I made bold to ask him, would he like a copy

without notes, and in the pure Spanish: he asked where he could see it, was it

the whole Bible? He came with me to my tent, and after conversation he bought

2 copies of the Bible and Testament, with which he seemed much pleased, and

said, he knew many persons who wished the Bible. He came again the next day

while I was out, and asked my wife if I could let him have some more. She

gave him three, telling him, if he came the next day he could see me. He came,

and after a conversation with him, he told me he wanted several more copies for

friends; among them several priests, who wished them, one of whom he was

to visit that night; and others to go by diligence to the country. He came again,

asking if I could change some of the Testaments for whole portions of the Word.

As he wished them thus, I let him have them at a nominal price, seeing the hand

of God is plain in the matter; although I could not find much in the man, except

that he was an enemy to Rome and the Government, wishing liberty of conscience

and worship, yet trusting that he might be the means of giving the Word to

others. Scarcely a couple of days goes by, without dear Br. G. or myself

having some happy opportunity of putting the word of God into the hands of

persons, or of reading portions: some will let me read to them who are afraid

to buy. I am often comforted as I repass public seats in the gardens, where I

have put some portion of the Word, to see persons intently reading it. Yes

terday morning, very early, (for it is needful to be out early before the sun has

power, if one would have the fresh air.) I was sitting in a secluded shady spot,

praying the Lord to bless a little Testament I intended leaving on the seat, and

that a man, not woman or child might find it; and just as I left the spot, I saw a

gentleman sitting on the seat and reading the Word. So in various ways we sow

beside all waters, the joy of the Lord being our strength.-The little girl who was

with us as servant in Gracia, is now with us; she came back from near France the

very day we arrived again in Barcelona, seeking a service, and we thought we saw

the hand of the Ilord in this; and after prayer sent for her to her uncle, the sereno

of Gracia; but she tells us, that the Mayor came to her uncle's to try and hinder

her coming, telling her we were heretics, that we had bad books which we had

left in the village—that we did harm and were very wicked people. She says,

she said to him ‘Ah! your honour does not know them, you have never eaten

of their bread as I have. I would rather serve them for salt, than others for

money, and I wish to go. After the Alcaide was gone her uncle said “Go,

daughter, go, we shall not say ought to the Alcaide, I know them too.” We are

rejoiced to find, this child can repeat from memory the parables which we taught

her in her own tongue—Catallan. She said one day, "Ah! Sir, I have often

thought of what you told me, about the dove who fled on the shoulders of a

man when pursued by a hawk, and he said, “Don’t fear little trembling thing,
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I'll never give thee up;" and that was the way that Jesus did to all who went to

Him; I used to tell it to the children at my village and sing—“Perigrino en el

desierto,” to them very often.” She says that the little girl's father in Gracia to

whom I had given a Testament had taken her from the school, because they

wished him to burn it, that the priest would not visit the house until he did. This

man has written me a very nice letter. And now with much love in that trium

phant name, above every name—I am, yours affectionately—G. L.”

The following letter was written by a brother labouring in France, on Oct. 27th,

1864: “When I wrote last 1 was on the eve of leaving St. Vallier for a tour up

the mountain. The first village was Escragnoles I hired a coach house, to which

most of the people came after mass. I spoke on Isaiah liii. In the evening of

the same day (Lord's day), and of the Monday, I had again a fair number of per

sons, for a small village. There was no opposition. The Mayor and Gendarmes

attended, and the Curé listened behind the door. The latter, who prefers shoot

ing to preaching, told his flock, that they would do well to follow my exhor.

tations. I then went to a village farther up, where I preached twice in a stable,

and once in a field which was lent me by the Mayor. There was great opposition

from three priests who were there. They preached, and put up a bill, in which

they said that we got conversions by means of money. After my departure they

so frightened the Mayor, that he tried to prosecute me, but the Lieutenant of Gen

darmes being for me, I suppose the law suit will not take place. I was asked to

go to two other villages further up; but I could not stay away longer, on account

of my wife being ill. The next Lord's day I went to a village near St.Wallier and

preached in a coach house to a great many people, but there were many mockers.

This tour has resulted in this, that the false notions respecting Protestants are

more or less dispelled, and also, in some being stirred up to seek the truth

seriously. I have also sought out the Protestants in Grasse the ‘chef lieu d'arron

dissement, so that a meeting is begun there, through means of which we shall also

labour among the Roman Catholics.”

A brother labouring in Ireland, writes in Nov. 1864: “Dear brother in the

Lord, I thankfully acknowledge in our Lord's name the receipt of your letter,

enclosing £10. to sustain me in my service here. I am overwhelmed with the

goodness of the Lord to me—one of the vilest of sinners, one of the unworthiest

of saints, one of the most unprofitable of servants. He cares for me indeed.

And my dependence on Him in temporal things has taught me lessons of His love

and tenderness, which I could have learned in no other way, so far as I can see.

My service continues much as when I wrote to you last. The Lord continues to

give proof that He hears me, and makes some little use of me. I baptized a

few days ago a young man who professes to have been converted through an

open air service which I conducted more than a year ago, and from which I

heard of no fruit previously. About a year since, I put my hand on the shoulder

of a woman as I was leaving a meeting, and asked her if she was trusting in

Jesus. I found that she was in tears, and she answered: “Oh Sir, I am afraid I

have not trusted in Him in the right way!’ About two weeks ago, I asked the

same woman had she peace with God. She answered with humble thankfulness:

‘Yes, I thank God I have. Yet sometimes I can hardly think that it can be true

that my sins are taken away and my soul saved. But again when I think that

the salvation is for sinners and for them only, and that the only ground on which

it is received is the blood of Jesus, I cannot have a doubt.” It has pleased God to

give her this great blessing through my preaching the Gospel in a village adjacent

to her residence. She is a woman of much intelligence. May the Lord give fruit

a hundredſold!”

The same servant of the Lord Jesus writes on 10th Dec., 1864: “Between

three and four weeks ago, after preaching in a village Court House, I heard a

young man speaking to an old, about the things of the Lord. I asked

him if he was a brother in Christ. He said yes. He then told me how he had

been troubled in soul for some years and could find no rest. One evening I was

preaching in the same Court-House, on men going about to establish their own

righteousness and not submitting themselves to the righteousness of God. He saw,

as he listened, that this was just what he had been doing, and that he must submit

to Goa's way and trust in Jesus. Since then his soul has rejoiced in God. A
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believing neighbour, a presbyterian elder, tells me that, he is quite satisfied that

the man is truly converted We received to our fellowship last Lord's day a

middle aged woman who was converted about four months ago among us, but of

whose conversion I heard only last week. After much concern and conflict of

soul she is enjoying sweet rest in Jesus.

“A very interesting case of conversion occurred on last Lord's day evening;

that of a young man, a shoemaker. He was brought up a Roman Catholic;

but some years ago seeing, with his natural reason, the errors of that system,

he abandoned it for Unitarianism, and latterly was almost a sceptic. A little

knowledge of astronomy alone, he says, kept him from denying a ‘first cause'

altogether. He believed there had been such a man as Jesus, but thought, that,

being saved by Him, meant, being saved by imitating His example. For some

time past, however, he had found that he had no power to do this. And one

thing struck him much. An old companion of his was led some years ago to

trust in Jesus, I believe through our meetings, and his walk since then—he is

in fellowship with us—has been wonderfully different from what it had been be

fore. This man reasoned in this way. Francis — looks at things in one way, I

look at them in quite another. His way has made him a new man. Mine has

done me no good. Surely he must be right and I wrong. Thus favourably in

clined to the truth, he came for a few Lord's day evenings to hear me preach. I

was speaking last Lord's evening on “All power is given to me in heaven and in

earth, and he was present. Another Unitarian accompanied him. After the

meeting they went home with a believer. This other Unitarian began to say some

thing about what had been preached, when he turned round and began very

earnestly to show him how he could be saved on the spot. Said the believer to

him, when, a few minutes after, they were left alone, ‘How is it you can put the

truth so clearly before another and have no power to believe it for yourself?' He

answered—“I have the power. I do believe. My soul trusts in Him who died for

sinners and who has all power in heaven and in earth.' And after further conversa

tion, they knelt down together and praised and thanked God for His goodness. He

was at our reading meeting on Monday evening, and, while a few brethren offered

brief prayers in succession, he presented a few earnest supplications to God,

acknowledging to Him that he had never prayed in his life-time, beseeching Him

to keep him, and not to let him be ashamed of Jesus. It was very touching. I

believe the man to be really converted.”

Again he writes on 16th March, 1865:—“During the last three months more

than twenty have been added to our fellowship. Our room is quite filled on the

morning of the Lord's day; and even in the evening, when it used to be so thin,

for some Sundays it has been nicely filled.”

And yet again on 6th April, 1865, he writes:–“One day last Jan. (I think)

I had engaged to preach in a barn about six miles in the country. When the day

came, the ground was deeply covered with snow, which was still falling, with

keen wind. I was very nearly not going, as I thought scarcely any body would

come. When I got there, however, I found the barn full; and yesterday a dear

brother told me that his sister-in-law had on that very evening been brought

under deep convictions of sin, and has since found peace in Jesus. I know your

time is precious, and will not occupy it with further details; else I might mention

a number of interesting incidents which will form a part of the great story of

grace that will be told over in heaven. Since the beginning of December I know

of about thirty souls in and around this town truly converted to God.”

Another brother, labouring in Ireland, writes on the 15th Dec., 1864:...—“We

have long looked to see the hand of the Lord, and at last, thank God, we see it.

Sinners are being converted all around us. A few weeks ago, when, at 11 o'clock

at night, I was bemoaning our low state (for we had some trouble in our church

meeting and had to cut off one person), a man came to my door to tell me he had

found Jesus. Indeed I cannot now tell you of all the delightful cases I know of.

I greatly desire to praise the Lord for all my eyes see, at present, going on
around us.” - -

Again this same brother writes on 31st Jan., 1865:-“Indeed our God is giving

us much encouragement at present, to open our mouths wide. The work of

conversion goes on blessedly. God has been quietly bringing one and another to

know Jesus.” - -

E 2
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A brother who has been labouring a good deal in Ireland, writes from Cork:—

“It is hard to get at the lower class in Cork, being all Roman Catholics. We

tried the theatre last Sunday, and had to stand an hour and a half under hoot

ings, shoutings, and throwing at us every thing within reach; yet not a hair of

our head was hurt. Many souls have heen brought to Christ both at Cork, and

in the districts around; but it is like pulling them out of the lion's mouth. The

Lord is raising up evangelists in many parts of the country, and a steady work is

going on; souls are being gathered to Christ and openings for the Gospel appear

in many places hitherto closed; while God's people are more alive to the work.”

A brother labouring in the county of Chester, writes on May 4th, 1865:—“The

Lord has blest my labours since last I wrote to you, in leading three precious

souls to the fountain of life, so that they have drank of that which has refreshed

and quickened their souls. To Him be all the praise and glory! I commenced

open air preaching here in the park on Sunday the 9th April, and have continued

it since. Large crowds come to hear the word of the Lord; sometimes more than

2000 might be present, for more than an hour. There is a good deal of opposition;

but ‘the Lord is my strength, I shall not be moved.”

Another brother labouring in Hampshire, writes on Jan. 27th, 1865:—“We

held united prayer-meetings during the first week in January; nearly the whole

village were stirred up to attend, and the blessing of the Lord was so richly

poured out, we were induced to continue the meetings during the 2nd and 3rd

weeks. Many are concerned about their souls, and some have professed to find

-peace through believing. But the richest and fullest blessing seems to have been

experienced among our dear school children. Last Monday week, as soon as I

began to speak to them about Jesus, a mighty power seemed to pervade the whole

school. Six or seven found peace that day, and several the next day. Twelve or

fourteen, in the whole, of the dear children profess to have found Jesus.”

The same brother writes on April 7th, 1865:—“The dear brother I mentioned

-to you in my last, left us a fortnight ago to visit a friend residing in a village

about 9 miles distant, who has for some time past opened his house for prayer

and preaching the Word On Tuesday last I went to see him, (as he is expecting

to leave Hampshire shortly); and as they were going to hold a meeting that

evening, they wished me to remain, and speak to the people, which I did; and

such a scene I have witnessed but few times in my life; there were between 30

and 40 (many of them children) broken down under a sense of sin, weeping and

sobbing aloud. I think about 10 or 12 found peace through believing, and went

home rejoicing. This place has been hitherto a very dark village.”

Another brother, labouring in Surrey, writes on April 7th, 1865:—“If I take

the period from, say the 1st Jan., to this date, I believe we can rejoice over about

26 to 28 precious souls—the great majority converted; the others either brought

into rest and peace or reclaimed wanderers.”

Another brother, labouring in London, writes on Dec. 12, 1864:—“You will

be glad to learn, that, since I removed to London, 40 have been received, and 13

others have applied for fellowship. On last Friday week I baptized 21 "

The same brother writes on April 5, 1865:-“You will doubtless be glad to

hear, that the Lord is still blessing precious souls. I baptized 9 a fortnight ago,

making a total of 30, baptized since I came here. There is to be, God willing,

another baptizing on Friday. More than 50 have been received into fellowship,

and eleven others are proposed. A cause for much sincere rejoicing is, the fact

that many are growing, both in grace and knowledge.”

The following communications were received in letters from a

labourer in the Gospel who, in a large city, gives his time almost

exclusively to visiting the lodging houses for the lowest class of

travellers, commonly called tramps; also the sick wards and

tramps' ward of a large union; and who holds meetings for the

poorest and most degraded classes, who, being without shoes, or

some other necessary articles of clothing, would not go to places

where the Word is preached to persons dressed in ordinary decent

clothes. It is, indeed, a matter for great thankfulness, that of
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late years the Lord has led not a few of His servants to seek to

benefit this class of persons, and to “compel them to come in.”

The above evangelist writes on Dec. 8th, 1864: “I had purposed holding a

Sunday evening service in a certain lodging house, to which the inmates of other

lodging houses near were to be invited; but when I went to hold the service, a

little before the time, deeming it to be advisable, before calling others in, I found

the front room converted into a beer house, and people in three lower rooms; and

when I entered the last, being the common kitchen, I found prostitutes, and

ether bad characters. However, I read and preached to, what became, a most

attentive and even serious congregation. Oh! that the Lord would (yes, I know

He will), get honour by saving some of these apparently hopeless ones.—

You will be glad to hear that I have, by invitation, preached Jesus four

times lately in the sick ward for fallen women at— Union, and that I am

still desired to go. And I have also been able to set up the standard of the cross

in the Tramps' Ward, to which I am also invited. I thank God that He has

opened this door, which is quite in connexion with my work, and that He has

given me strength for the service, and already encouragement in it. I have been

instrumental in restoring one young person to her parents, am attempting the

same with a second, and a third is going into a Refuge. It appears that the poor

young woman C K , now in the Refuge and giving the greatest satisfaction,

was on the point of drowning herself. The poor creatures in the ward listen to

the truth with the greatest attention, and seem much to appreciate an effort,

kindly made to do them good.”

Again the same brother writes on 26th Jan. 1865: “No longer ago than last

night I was permitted to see the power of God, working through the Word, on the

mind of a young man in a lodging house and tavern, where I felt it right to go.

This young man commenced opposing me as soon as I entered, and dared to

bring the Creator before the bar of reason and several times impugned His wis

dom, justice, and goodness, I answered the questions he proposed to me as nearly

as possible in Scripture language. I then dwelt at some length upon the sad state

of man, and finally upon God's wonderful love to him in his helpless and hopeless

condition. I showed him, and those present, that this love is irrespective of man's

desert, that it overflowed the mighty barrier which sin had set up, especially

showing this in the light of the Cross. I read part of Rom. x. I looked at the

young man several times, his countenance had greatly changed, and his manner

became totally different. He addressed me most respectfully, saying: “I always

thought that a man must be honest, and just, do good to his neighbour, refrain

from sin, and then that God would take him to heaven. I never saw it like this

before, Sir. Where is that passage?' I said it is in the 10th of Romans, but I

will give you a Testament so that you can read for yourself. He eagerly took

the book, found the passage, turned down the leaf, saying again, while he moved

uneasily upon his seat, ‘I never saw it like that before.’”

And yet again he writes on March 16th, 1865. “I thank you much for the

kind gift of £5. My Heavenly Father's hand was thus again seen, when this

kind help came, I had only one halfpenny left. You will be glad to hear that

I have reason to believe the Lord has graciously blessed the visits paid to the

young woman whom you desired me to visit at the B. G. H. I must not enter

into particulars, or I should have to trouble you with a long letter She appears

to feel her need of, and to exercise faith in Jesus. Almost as soon as I saw her

on Monday, she took hold of my hand, and with a face beaming with joy said,

*You have saved me from destruction. You are a dear soul to try to save poor

ereatures from ruin. I am drawing near my end, but I have no fear of death,

I am going tº heaven.' There seems to be a simple reliance upon the character,

work, and promise of Christ. I really trust she is a brand plucked by the grace

of God from eternal ruin. I am thankful you asked me to go.”

Another evangelist, labouring in Somersetshire, whose labours the Lord has

been pleased greatly to bless during the last two years, writes on Aug. 29, 1864.

“The Lord is greatly blessing His word here, though Satan rages fiercely. On

Sunday last we baptized seven; we had hoped that eight would have come for

ward, but one was ill. Two out of the number baptized had been such terrible

characters, that many hundred persons were drawn together on the occasion..
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One of them was a woman of terrible notoriety; she has had four husbands; the

first was W , the notorious highwayman who was the leader of a gang, some

of whom were executed: the second husband was M , a notorious burglar,

who was transported for life—a son of this man was one of the baptized on this

occasion; the third husband was another notorious highwayman and house

breaker, by the name of G , well known in the annals of crime in the County

Calendar. With each of these three husbands she has travelled the country, a

fierce, terrible woman. The fourth husband, who is now living, though not of

the above class, yet has been a most wicked man. Both these are brought to the

feet of Jesus, clothed, and in their right mind.—The other person had been a very

ferocious man, whose language used to make even wicked people tremble; it was

more like that of some fiend vomiting forth the horrid imprecations of the pit,

than that of a human being; yet this man, who used to come to vomit forth

his filthy blasphemy at some of our open air meetings, has had the devil cast out,

by the word of God, and he is now a pattern of gentleness and love. Whilst on

Sunday some cried dip them again,' he was able to bear the scoffs, and said to

them, ‘My friends, I do not blame you, I was the same; I know well that he,

who leads you on, is the same who led me on to ruin; but God has saved me by

the blood of Christ.’ Whilst some of their former companions sought to disturb

us, the Lord wrought a great victory; many were broken down and went away

weeping The Lord sent me two brethren to help in the work and in testimony,

Br B. and Br. J.-I may tell you some of the trials we have to endure at the

hand of the enemy. One of these converts was a very terrible man before his

conversion, and with his brother would fight till they were nearly dead; and

these men so fought, till, like dogs, they bit each other; one bit off the under lip

of his brother, so that for seven weeks his life was despaired of. But the Gospel

has been believed by them both, and by their wives. One of them last week

suffered the most cruel treatment from one of the wicked men who still live here.

This man, because he was a Christian, had his face smashed in by a stone, and,

though much injured by it, yet was he able to reflain from returning it. “Oh to

grace, how great a debtor.' I could write much that would be most thrilling of

the history of these people, who are now walking in the truth, and seeking to

“show forth the praises of Him who has called them out of darkness into His

marvellous light.' I have written a little, to show what sort of work it is here,

and how the word of God is still, as of old, His power unto salvation to them

who believe. The name of Jesus is mighty still; it makes sinners tremble. I

shall be glad of some tracts for distribution. There have been three cases of

blessing within the last three months that have come under my notice;—“The

blood for a token,’ ‘The sure foundation,' and ‘John Clone's wife, or The

Marriage Register;' the two former to conversion, and the latter to the great

comfort and settling of the peace of soul of a very weak and timid one, who for

twenty years had been under much trial of soul about her assurance.”

The same brother writes on Oct. 17, 1864: “The work of the Lord here is

spreading, so that from day to day my time is occupied with anxious souls. In

this neighbourhood some of the most wicked have been set at liberty, from the

most harrowing convictions of sin, since I wrote to you last; and others are still

crying out under the wounds of God's word in their souls. At another place,

about 6 miles from this, the cottage meetings are so crowded, that the people

have to go up to the bed rooms, for want of room down stairs. On Thursday

last, several men and women were thoroughly broken up, and some of them came

to our meeting at this place, although it is 6 miles of very rough road. Thus,

you will see, the work is spreading and deepening, in the hearts of many. We

have now about 50 who meet in fellowship at the Lord's table, and some of them,

whom the Lord is teaching very nicely, will be able to preach the Gospel at some

of the village meetings soon." - -

Again he writes on Nov. 1, 1864:—“The Lord has been overwhelming us with

blessing; during the last week 10 were set at liberty from the bondage of sin, and

made to rejoice in the Saviour's love; and at this time there are to my knowledge

above 30, who are under deep trouble about their souls. Some of these conver

sions are of such deep interest, that I will write you a few particulars: H. R., a

young man, who had come to the meetings for some time, was under such deep.
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trouble on Tuesday last, that he could not retire to bed, but went to the stable,

where he fell on his knees to cry for mercy, and very heartily did he plead. When

he arose from his knees, he took his Bible, and turned to John iii. 16, 17, and, at

once, found peace and joy, and went to his friends to tell them of the joy of his

soul. His sister, to whom he first told his tale of joy, was able also, at once, to

lay hold on eternal life, through faith in Jesus; she had been in much trouble for

some months; and other members of the family, are all in the same state, either

of joy, or sorrow. In one farm house, three female servants, one male, two work

men and their wives, were all broken down at one time; the governess has since

found peace, and then went to another sister, and told her of her newly found joy,

and spoke to her of Jesus. She was broken down, and went away to her room

to weep, whilst another sister was the same day brought to the Lord. There are

several farmers' sons also under great concern, about their souls. The news of

these many broken hearts spread, so that, each night I preach, the house is,

crowded, the people standing as thickly together as possible, and even the stairs

and the bed-room over are filled; so eager are the people to hear the word of life.

On Sunday last Acts xiii. 44 was literally fulfilled again. The parish, of which

I now write, is very small, containing only about 250 people; and at the evening

meeting there were considerably above 200 present: farmers, and their wives, sons,

and daughters; and although it was a cold wind, above 100 remained outside the

door all the time; and, at the close of the meeting, many strong men wept, and

shook me by the hand, the tears stealing down over the face. The Lord has also

given me great joy in many of the converts at C–. I have had to leave the

meetings in the afternoon and evening to them, casting them on the Lord; and He

-opened the mouths of five of these men and blessed their testimony to others;

so that I hope there will be, among these unlettered and rough men, some who

shall stand forth as witnesses for the living God and examples of His mighty power.

Some of these men, a year since, could scarcely put their letters together, but have

made such progress, that they can now read the Word with a tolerable degree of

fluency; and their prayers in the meetings are so fresh, so precious, so full of child

like faith, so richly perfumed with the preciousness of Jesus. As an instance of

their simple faith, I relate the following:—Some days since, I was saying at one

of the reading meetings, I marvelled at so many husbands and wives being con

verted; when the man, who was converted behind the bundle of bean sticks said,

with the utmost simplicity, ‘Why God says, thou and thy house, and God means

what He says, don't He 2 So we don't mean to leave out any, we don't mean to

have any left behind when Jesus comes, if we can help it.' And they labour with

this determination, they work and pray for all within their reach, nor do they give

over for a trifle; they remember well what they were themselves, and therefore

believe God can save any since He has saved them. All the praise be unto Him

who gave Himself for our sins; to Him be glory for ever and ever.” -

On Dec. 11th, 1864, he writes:—“You will be greatly rejoiced to hear of the

marvellous blessing of the Lord, on the preaching of the Gospel in these parts, so

that the whole district for miles seems stirred to its depths; whole households are

being brought to the Lord ; especially among the farmers. In one parish—a

scattered one—named S-, there is not a house for a mile and a half, where the

Lord is not working. . I will enclose some letters; some copies, others originals,

which I have received from some of the converts, which will tell in what way the

Lord is working among this people. I will thank you to return them to me as

soon as you have read them, as I have promised them to Mr. S.– and others. I

am greatly in need of help, in the way of fellow labourers; my father has been

staying with me for some weeks, caring for the work at C., whilst I have been at

S. and other places. I should be delighted if the Lord sent him, or some other

experienced Christian here to help in this work. You will be rejoiced to hear,

that of all the 72, whom God has brought to believe the Gospel, not one has gone

back; these all live in the parish of C. or near it; and I have the names of 52,

from S. and its neighbourhood; besides scores of persons who are troubled about

their souls.”

On Jan. 27th, 1865, he writes: “I desire thankfully to acknowledge the receipt

of £5. from you on the 25th instant. It came to us, indeed, in a time of need,

and the Lord is very gracious to us in thus again supplying us. He fills our
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hearts with praise continually, not only by thus caring for our poor bodies, but much

more by prospering His precious work abundantly, so that many precious souls

are constantly being brought to rejoice in Jesus their Saviour. Oh! it is very de

lightful to see the flocks of people, who come for many miles around, to hear the

glad tidings of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ; and not only are there

constant conversions, but the believers all stand fast and are edified. There is

much brotherly love among them, and though they are very loor, not earning

more than 8s. per week, with families of 3, 6, or more children, yet there is no

complaint among them, and they manage to pay the rent of the room and all in

cidental expenses connected with the meetings. They have all learned to read the

word of God, which they prize greatly, though, when I came here, many of them

could scarcely put their letters together. But they have much persecution to

bear from those around them, which is a great blessing to their souls; the Lord by

this means strengthens them; their faith being tried is the stronger for it. There

is every appearance that several evangelists will be brought forth among these

hills; many young men, whose faith is very simple, and whose love for souls, already,

proves that the Lord has brought them out of darkness into His marvellous light,

hold it forth to others around them; some of these have been brought through the

most harrowing state of soul, previous to their knowing peace through the pre

cious blood of Jesus.”

On March 16th, 1865, he writes: “I desire to acknowledge thankfully the

receipt of £5. from you on the 14th instant. You will rejoice to hear that the

work of the Lord goes on here among these hills. There is a very deep feeling in

the hearts of many here, in consequence of a very awful character being brought

to the Lord. His wife 7 weeks since was about to commit suicide, on account of

starvation, brought on by her dreadful husband—her children with herself sat for

days without fire, and with no food, save as some poor neighbour would help her.

I was desired to visit her, and just as I came in, she was about to destroy her

self; but, through mercy, this was prevented by some timely help I was able to

administer to her; and for some weeks I gave her bread, and cared for their

wants, and was thus able to speak to her soul, through the help the Lord enabled

me to render to the body. The Lord opened her ear to His word, and she is,

I trust, resting on the lock that cannot be moved. While this was going on, I

sought out the poor husband in his haunts of vice, and spoke kindly to him;

the Lord was pleased so to bless the Word to his soul, that, for 5 weeks past, he

has been almost beside himself on account of his sins; he is a very clever man,

and knows the Scriptures well as to the pages; he is now, I trust, a saved man,

though his h art is well nigh broken on account of his life. He truly was a

prodigal, clothed with rags—literally, nothing but rags. I lent him a large cloak

to wear to the meetings to cover his rags; but he is now clothed, and in his right

mind. Captain M., who has been staying with us for a few days, visiting among

the people, was blessed to his soul. This has led some of his sons to come to the

meetings, one of whom has been living with a woman in adultery; but the Word

has had such an effect on him, that he is now about to marry the woman. This

case has so told upon many who have hitherto neglected the Gospel that they

now come to hear the Word. Thus the Lord overrules the power of Satan and

the evil of men to His own glory. The saints here among the hills are prospering

in soul, walking in the fear of the Lord, and loving one another.”

These extracts might be greatly increased from the nearly One

Thousand letters, which 1 received during the past year from the

labourers of the Gospel, whom I sought to assist ; but as it is

desirable to keep to a certain limit in the size of the Report, I

must stop here.

I, leave it to the Christian reader himself to judge, whether it

be desirable to help such godly men, as those to whom reference

has been made, or not; as for myself, I feel bound in spirit to

assist them with all my might, with reference to means and

prayer, both of which, l know, they stand in need of. Often,
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very often, the sums which I have been enabled to send, have

reached them, when they had no money, nor even provisions for

themselves and their families; and thus, in the hour of need, what

we had been enabled to obtain for them by prayer, arrived at a

most seasonable moment; and thus, not only supplied their need,

but also strengthened their faith.

With regard to these 122 labourers in the Gospel, in various

parts of the world, whom I sought to assist during the past year,

I repeat, that they are not the Missionaries of the Scriptural

Rnowledge Institution, nor do I bind myself to give them a stated

salary; for this would lead them out of the position of simple

dependence upon God for their temporal supplies; but when

I hear of any man of God labouring for the Lord in the Word,

whether in a more public or private way, whether at Home or

Abroad, who is not connected with any society, nor in the way of

receiving a regular salary, and who seems to me to stand in need

of help, and is working in such a spirit, as that, with a good con

science, acting in the fear of God, I could help him with the means

with which Christian donors intrust me; I am glad to assist

such an one. Moreover, as the number of these brethren, who

have been brought to my knowledge by the Lord's ordering, has

more and more increased, and a large sum has been required to

help them even in a small degree, I have laboured in prayer, that

the Lord would be pleased to intrust me with means for this pur

pose ; and, accordingly, He has given me larger and larger sums.

The total amount of the funds of the Institution, which has

been spent on Missionary operations since March 5, 1834, is

#61,494. 17s. 0#d.

4. The fourth object of the Institution is, the circulation of such

publications as may be calculated, with the blessing of God, to

benefit both believers and unbelievers. As it respects tracts for

unbelievers, I seek especially to aim after the diffusion of such, as

contain the truths of the Gospel clearly and simply expressed;

and, as it respects publications for believers, I would aim after the

circulation of such as may be instrumental in directing their minds

to those truths, which, in these last days, are more especially

needed, or which have been particularly lost sight of, and may lead

believers to return to the written word of God.

There has been laid out for this object, from May 26, 1864, to

May 26, 1865, the sum of £1,068. 12s. 0}d.; and there have been

circulated within the last year 2,659,016 Tracts and Books. The

sum total which has been expended on this object, since Nov. 19,

1840, amounts to £14,394. 8s. 7d.

The total number of all the Tracts and Books which have been

circulated since Nov. 19, 1840, is above Twenty Five Millions

(exactly 25,016,153.)

Above One Million and Six Hundred Thousand (exactly

1,615,725) of the tracts and books circulated during the past year,

were given away gratuitously. Hundreds of believers have been

engaged in spreading them abroad, not merely in many parts of
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England, Scotland and Ireland, but in various other parts of the

world. I give now, as an encouragement for this service, the

following extracts from letters, received from brethren to whom

these tracts were sent.

A Christian brother in Worcestershire wrote to me a short time

since, “I have received a parcel of Tracts from Bristol, for which

I thank you. You will, I am sure, feel refreshed when I tell you,

I know of some blessed cases of conversion, resulting from Tracts

I have received from you previously.”

A Christian brother in Devonshire, who has been for many

years regularly supplied with Tracts for gratuitous circulation,

wrote, on Oct. 31, 1864: “Some time ago, I gave the Tract,

“Almost and Altogether,’ to a farmer, who was standing where I

was preaching the Gospel in a village. It was blessed to his

conversion, and shortly after his wife and daughter and two

servants were converted.”

A brother in Sunderland writes, on Dec. 8, 1864: “Sometime

since I was called to visit a sick man. He had been formerly most

careless. After I had spoken to him, and read to him from the

Word, I took one of your Tracts, entitled “Poor Mat cannot Pay.

Jesus has Paid.’ When I had done reading, he said: “Oh! that

is I. My name is Mat. Jesus has paid; I cannot pay.' I did

not know before, his name was Mat; but he found peace, and died

most happy in Jesus. His last words almost were: ‘Mat cannot

ay. Jesus has paid.’ This same Tract proved a blessing to

another friend of his I visited, who thought that I had got the

history of him printed on this Tract. Bursting out weeping, he

said, ‘This is my poor friend Mat, who could not pay.' I said,

“But Jesus paid for him, and in this hope he departed to be with

Jesus.’”

Tract distributors, who can afford to pay for publications, and

who desire to procure them from us, may obtain Tracts for this

purpose with a discount of one half, or 50 per cent, from the

retail price, and Books with a discount of 25 per cent. or one

fourth from the retail price. I state this, as many believers may

not like to give away what does not cost them anything, and yet

may, at the same time, wish to obtain as much as possible for their

money. Applications for this would need to be made verbally or

in writing to Mr. Parsons, at the Bible and Tract Warehouse,

No. 34, Park Street, Bristol. To him, also, application may be

made for specimen packets, containing an assortment of the Tracts

and small books which are kept. By sending 3s., 5s, 7s., or 10s.

in postages to Mr. Parsons, packets will be sent to any part of

England, Wales, Ireland, Scotland, Jersey, Guernsey, &c., con

taining specimens to the amount of the postages which are

Sent.

A Catalogue of the various Books and Tracts sold at the above

Warehouse of the Institution, with their prices, may be had there,

by applying either personally or by letter to Mr. Parsons. There

are now kept on sale 725 different books, large and small; and
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832 different Tracts, which number is continually added to.

During the last year many new books and tracts were introduced.

5. The fifth object of the Institution is, to board, clothe, and

Scripturally educate destitute children who have lost Both parents

by death.

9. the commencement of the last period there were 1150

Orphans in the New Orphan Houses No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3.

During the past year 124 Orphans altogether were admitted into

the three houses; so that the total number on May 26, 1865,

would have been 1274, had there been no changes; but of these

1274, fourteen died during the past year. Only 14! We own

this with gratitude to the Lord, especially when we remember that

three-fourths of the children under our care lost one or both of

their parents in consumption, which we know from the official

certificates, which we receive with the children. Out of these 14

who died, 11 gave us comfort in their death, as they died as

believers in the Lord Jesus, 2 out of the 14 were infants, and the

state of one only was not satisfactory. Two of the girls we were

obliged to expel from the Institution. We had long borne with

them, and at last resorted to this painful mode, as the last thing

we could do for them, to arouse them out of their state. Four

teen of the Orphans were taken back by their relations, partly,

because their circumstances had altered, and they were now able

themselves to provide for them; or, partly, because they were

now of such an age, as that they would be of use to their relatives. .

Ten of the Orphans we were obliged to return to their relatives,

as they either were mentally or physically in such a state of

weakness or disease, that they were not suitable for the New

Orphan Houses. Twelve of the boys were apprenticed, eight of

whom had been for some time believers, before they left. And,

lastly, 72 girls were sent out for service, seven of whom had been

for some time believers. This makes the dismissals during the

year 124, the same number as the receptions; so that on May 26,

1865, there were just 1150 Orphans under our care, our full

number, for which the New Orphan Houses have been fitted up,

namely, 300 in No. 1, 400 in No. 2, and 450 in No. 3. The total

number of Orphans, who have been under our care since April 11,

1836, is 1986.

Inotice further the following points respecting the Orphan work:

1. The girls, who are received into the Establishment, are kept

till they are able to go to service. Our aim is, to keep them till

they shall have been sufficiently qualified for a situation, and,

especially also, till their constitution is sufficiently established, as

far as we are able to judge. We uniformly prefer fitting the

girls for service, instead of apprenticing them to a business, as

being, generally, far better for their bodies and souls. Only in a

few instances have female Orphans been apprenticed to businesses,

when their health would not allow them to go to service. If the

girls give us satisfaction, while under our care, so that we can

recommend them to a situation, they are fitted out at the expense
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of the Establishment. The girls, generally, remain under our care

till they are 18 or 19 years old. They very rarely leave sooner;

and, as we receive children from their earliest days, we have often

had girls 13, 14, yea above 17 years under our care. They are

instructed in reading, writing, arithmetic, English grammar, geo

graphy, English History, a little of universal history, all kinds of

useful needlework and household-work. They make their clothes

and keep them in repair; and, in a word, we aim after this, that,

if any of them do not do well temporally or spiritually, and do

not turn out useful members of society, it shall at least not be

our fault.—The boys are, generally, apprenticed when they are

between 14 and 15 years old. But in each case we consider the

welfare of the individual Orphan, without having any fixed rule

respecting these matters. The boys have a free choice of the trade

they like to learn; but, having once chosen, and being appren

ticed, we do not allow them to alter. The boys, as well as the

girls, have an outfit provided for them; and any other expenses,

that may be connected with their apprenticeship, are also met by

the funds of the Orphan Establishment. It may be interesting

to the reader to know the kind of trades to which we generally

apprentice the boys, and I therefore say, that during the last

sixteen years, all the boys who were apprenticed were bound to

carpenters, or carpenters and joiners, basket makers, shoe makers,

tailors and drapers, plumbers, painters and glaziers, linendrapers,

printers, bakers, grocers, hair-dressers, ironmongers, tin-plate

workers, confectioners, hosiers, builders, millers, gasfitters, smiths,

outfitters, provision dealers, sail makers, upholsterers, wholesale

grocers, chemists, seed merchants, unbrella makers, or electro

plate manufacturers. The boys have the same kind of mental

cultivation as the girls, and they learn to knit and mend their

stockings. They also make their beds, clean their shoes, scrub

their rooms, and work a little in the garden-ground round the

Orphan Establishment, in the way of digging, planting, weeding, &c.

2. Without any sectarian distinction whatever, and without

favour or partiality, the Orphans are received in the order in which

application is made for them. There is no interest whatever re

quired to get a child admitted, nor is it expected that any money

should be paid with the Orphans. Three things only are requisite:

a, that the children should have been lawfully begotten; b, that

they should be bereaved of Both parents; and, c, that they should

be in needy circumstances. Respecting these three points, strict

investigation is made, and it is expected that each of them be

#. by proper documents; but, that being done, children may

e admitted from any place, provided that there is nothing peculiar

in the case that would make them unsuitable inmates for such

establishments as the New Orphan Houses. I state here again,

that no sectarian views prompt me, or even in the least influence

me in the reception of children. I do not belong to any sect,

and I am not, therefore, influenced in the admission of Orphans,

by sectarianism; but from wheresoever they come, and to what
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soever religious denomination the parents may have belonged;

or with whatever religious body the persons making application

may be connected; it makes no difference in the admission of the

children. The New Orphan Houses on Ashley Down, Bristol,

are not my Orphan Houses; not the Orphan Houses of any

party or sect; but they are God's Orphan Houses, and the Orphan

Houses for any and every destitute Orphan who has lost both

arents, provided, of course, there be room in them. I particu

larly request that persons would kindly refrain from applying for

children who only virtually are Orphans, but who have not lost

Both parents by DEATH, as I shall be obliged to refuse them

admission, without exception; since this Orphan-work has been

from the beginning only for destitute children who have neither

father nor mother.

3. The New Orphan House No. 1 is fitted up for the accommo

dation of 140 Orphan Girls above eight years of age, 80 Orphan

Boys above eight years, and 80 male and female Orphans from

their earliest days, till they are about eight years of age. The

infants, after having passed the age of eight years, are removed

into the different departments for older boys and girls. The New

Orphan House No. 2 is fitted up for 200 Infant female Orphans,

and for 200 elder female Orphans. The New Orphan House

No. 3 is fitted up for 450 elder female Orphans.

4. The New Orphan House No. 1 is open to visitors every

Wednesday afternoon, the New Orphan House No. 2 every

Tuesday afternoon, and the New Orphan House No. 3 every

Thursday afternoon; but the arrangements of the establishments

make it needful, that they should be shown at those times only.

No exceptions can be made.—The first party of visitors will be

shown through the Houses at half-past two o'clock, God per

mitting; the second at three o'clock; and, should there be need

for it, the third and last party at half-past three o'clock.-As

it takes at least one hour and a half to see the whole of each

establishment, it is requested that the visitors will be pleased to

make their arrangements accordingly before they come, as it would

be inconvenient should one or the other leave, before the whole

party has seen the House.—From March 1st to Nov. 1st there

may be three parties shown through the houses every Wednesday,

Tuesday, and Thursday afternoon; but from Nov. 1st to March

1st two parties only, at half-past two and at three o'clock, can be

accommodated, on account of the shortness of the days.

5. Persons who desire to make application for the admission of

Orphans, are requested to write to me and address the letter to

my house, No. 21, Paul Street, Kingsdown, Bristol.

6. I again state, as regards the funds, that the income for the

Orphans has been kept distinct from that for the other objects,

and I purpose to keep it so for the future. Donors may therefore

contribute for one or the other of the objects exclusively, or have

their donations equally divided among them all, just as it may

appear best to themselves. If any of the donors would wish to
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leave the application of their donations to my discretion, as the

work of God in my hands more especially may call for it at the

time, they are requested kindly to say so, when sending their

donations.

7. Without any one having been personally applied to for any

thing by me, the sum of £212,872. 11s. 1d. has been given to me

for the Orphans, as the result of prayer to God, since the com

mencement of the work, which sum includes the amount received

for the Building Fund for the houses already built. It may also

be interesting to the reader to know that the total amount, which

has been given for the other objects, since the commencement of

the work, amounts to £84,407. 0s. 6%d.; and that which has

come in by the sale of Bibles, since the commencement, amounts

to £3235. 0s. 3}d.; by sale of Tracts, £6515. 6s. 9%d.; and by

the payments of the children in the Day Schools, from the com

mencement, #2769, 11s. 5}d. Besides this, also, a great variety

and number of articles of clothing, furniture, provisions, &c. have

been given for the use of the Orphans.
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TheIncºmeofthefirstfourObjects,

fromMay26,1864,toMay26,

V.TheIncomEANDExPENSEsofTHEINSTITUTION.

TheExpensesconnectedwiththefirst

jourObjects,fromMay26,1864,

TheIncomefortheOrphans,from

May26,1864,toMay26,1865.

TheEapensesfortheOrphans,from

May26,1864,toMay26,1865.

1865.toMay26,1865.

£s.d.fs.d.ifs.d.£s.d.

ByBalanceinhandonForalltheSchools...65078||ByBalanceinhandonThecurrentExpensesMay26,1864.........5459103||ForBibles...............4041410May26,1864......738023}inconnexionwiththeByDonations.........6471140||ForMissionaryPur-ByDonationsinMoney10609170threeOrphanHouses1130508%

BySaleofArticlesposes..................566995}|BySaleofArticlesFortheApprentices...213211]

givenforthepur-ForTracts...............1068120}givenforthepur-For22000copiesofthe

ose..................74010||ForStationery---1131pose..................80131?|Twenty-fifthReport203ll6

BySaleofTracts......531161||ForPostage............24126||BySaleofReports...15607%ForPostageandCarBySaleofBibles......115011|BalanceinhandonByCashpaidonbehalfriageofBoxesand

ByPaymentsoftheMay26,1865......3485;IofOrphans............129189Parcels..............99149

ChildrenintheDayForStationery.........1823

Schools...............115164Balanceinhandon-

May26,1865.....723797%

3678531803£78531803fl2077l9}fl007719}

TheIncomefortheBuildingFund,fromMay26,1864,toMay26,1865.Ea.penditureinconnexionwiththeBuildingFund.d-£s.d.£s.d.

ByAmountreceiveduptoMay26,1864.....................63391134ExpendeduptoMay26,1864.................................44069142
ByDonationsinMoney........................97425103ForadditionalDrains............-----...13080 BySalesofArticles......º37137ForPurchaseofLand...............-----550000

ByRentoftheField-3500ForConveyanceofdittotoTrustees..88190

ByInterest.............1191105BalanceinhandonMay26th,1865....24635175

ByDrawbacksonPropertyTax....******************2775

WehavecarefullyexaminedtheseAccounts,andfindthemcorrect.

Bristol,June30,1865.
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It seems desirable to add the following remarks to the accounts:

1. Of the donations given for the support of the Orphans, the sum of

£142. 13s. 5; d. was contributed by the visitors of the New Orphan

House No. 1, through the boxes in the Establishment, £74. 0s. 0}d.

through the boxes of the New Orphan House No. 2, and £60. 4s. 4d.

through the boxes of the New Orphan House No. 3.

2. It is stated that £129. 18s. 9d. was paid on behalf of Orphans.

This money was received in the case of a few children who have a little

money paid to them on account of their fathers having been sailors, or

their possessing a very small share of property which cannot be sold till

they come of age, or their possessing a little at the time they were

admitted. In no case is money paid for admission; yet, what little is

possessed, is expected to be spent first, before the child partakes of the

benefit of the funds of the Institution. Should an Orphan possess some

thing considerable, the child would not be admitted at all, even were the

money offered to be paid ; because I should not consider such a child to

be a destitute Orphan; for such only I receive.

3. The average expense of one Orphan during the past year, was

£11. This includes every expense, without exception.

Having been often asked for a form how to leave a legacy for the

Orphan work, or any other part of the Institution, I think it well to

give here a proper form, drawn up by a legal practitioner, accustomed

to such matters.

Form of a Legacy for the Orphan work:-"I give to George Müller of Bristol, or such

other person or persons as shall, when this legacy shall become payable, be the director or

directors of the New Orphan Houses on Ashley Down, Bristol, the sum of y

to be paid out of such part of my personal estate as shall be legally applicable thereto; and

to be applied by the said George Müller, or such other director or directors, for the pur

poses of such New Orphan Houses, and his or their receipt shall be a sufficient discharge

to my executors.”

Form of a Legacy for the other objects of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution:—“I

give to George Müller of Bristol, or such other person or persons as shall, when this

legacy shall become payable, be the director or directors of the Scriptural Knowledge

Institution for Home and Abroad (of which the said George Müller is now the director),

the sum of , to be paid out of such part of my personal estate as shall be

legally applicable thereto; and to be applied by the said George Müller, or such other

director or directors, for the following four objects of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution

for Home and Abroad, viz —assisting Schools, circulating the Holy Scriptures, aiding

Missionary efforts, and circulating religious publications, or for any of those objects; and

the receipt of the said George Müller, or such other director or directors, shall be a

sufficient discharge to my executors.”

The articles, given for the benefit of the Orphans, are sold by Mrs.

Parris, on the first floor of the Bible and Tract Warehouse of the Scrip

tural Knowledge Institution, No. 34, Park Street, Bristol; but it is

requested that all boxes or parcels be sent to my house, and not there;

as a list of the Articles is taken at my house.

As year after year many applications have been made for the new

Report, long before it possibly could be ready, I remind the reader that:

it can only be written after the 26th of May, and therefore is not to be

expected to be out of the press till the end of July or the beginning of
August. -

#. avoid mistakes, delays, and other difficulties, I would request that

all letters for me should be directed to my house, No. 21, Paul Street,

Ringsdown, Bristol. -

GEORGE MULLER.

Bristol, July 4, 1865.

-*****
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